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Be3pIMAHHBIN CTApUK MPOCHYJICS B Oe3bIMSHHOM Jiecy. OH He TIOMHHUT HU UMEHH,
HU MPOIIJIOro, HU TOr0, KaK 3/1eCh OKa3aics. TObKO OHO CJIOBO, 3aCTPSBIIEE

B IOJIOBE, Kak 3aH03a.0OH He 3HaeT, K10 oH. Ho Mmup — 3Haer.dta ucropus —

0 HEM. U 0 Tex, KOro oH BCTpeTUT Ha CBOEM IyTU. O HAEMHUIIE C MATUYECKUM
nicrosieToM. O KpecTbsiHaX, KOTOpBIE MIEMUyT ero uMsi. O KOpoJisix, KOTOpbIE €ro
oosatca. O tex, kto moomi ero. M o Tex, kto ero mpenai.Kakoro ero mpormuioe? 1
4TO OyAeT, KOrjaa OH ero BCIIOMHUT?
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3anpeTHbI Jec

Xoson pa3OyausI ero paHbliie, 4eM namsTh.

OH nexan Ha OOKY B CHIPOM MXY, M YTO-TO TBEPIOE JABUJIO TOJ JIOMATKy. XBOsI HAOMIach B
BOPOTHHMK, B PyKaB, 3a ma3yxy. OH nonexa eme HeMHOTO, CIyInasi, Kak rJe-TO BHICOKO, B KPOHaX,
BO3UTCS BETep, U OMPOOOBAJ BCIIOMHUTD, KaK 3/1€Ch OKa3aJICs.

Hwuuero.

He 6bu10 HM Toporu, HY JIoMa, HU JIMIIA, KOTOPOe MOXHO ObuTo Obl Ha3BaTh. OH 3HAJ, YTO y
HEro eCcTh UMsI, IOTOMY UYTO Y BCEX €CTb UM, HO MMsI He npuxoaio. OH 3Hal, YTO TAe-TO KK, HO
HE TTOMHWJI HU CTEH, HU JIBEPH, HU TOTO, UTO CTOSIJIO HA CTOJIE.

OH cen 1 ocmoTpen ceds.

Pyku crapbie. Koxka cyxasi, B MEJIKHX TpeIHAX, HOI'TH OOJIOMaHbl ¥ TIOJHBI 3eMid. Ha neBom
npearieube Oesies mpam JAJIMHOM B JIJI0Hb, CTApbIi, aKKYPATHO 3aKUBIININ, OYTO OT HOXa, KOTOPBIM
pe3anu He Toporisick. Ha mpaBoil 1aioHM MO3071b Y OCHOBaHHMSI MaJbLieB, TBEPAas, Kak por. Takas
HATUPAETCS HE 32 MECSII.

OH 06bL1 B rpy0o0ii pyOaxe, moBepx KOTOPOU BHCeNa elE OJHa, Yykas, IIpe U Tpyoee, 3acTer-
HyTasl Ha JIBe KOCTsiHbIe TyroBuIlbl. [IITaHbl, CTONTaHHBIE CAIOTH, Y carora pa3omuiack crpodka. [lox
TOJIOBOM BMECTO TMOAYIIKY JiekKasla KOXaHasi CyMKa, TOIasi M MsIrKasi, Kak OyaTo e€ 101ro HOCHJIH
ITyCTOM.

OH BHITPsAXHYJT U3 He€ XBOW. BHyTpu ObUT OrphI30K XJsieba, CyXOM HACTONBKO, YTO O Kpako
TOIIIA 3eJIeHIa, ¥ OOJTBIIION Cephlil KaMeHb pa3MepoM C KyJiak. KameHb ObLT IIIaIKUi, TETUTBIA, Oy/ITO
ero JIONro Jiepxaiu B pyke. OH MOBEepTe ero, IoCMOTPeEIT U MOJIOKIII 00paTHO, He TIOHUMasl, 3a4eM
B3I

Haunbine B siecy crosi TymaH. OH BUCET MEK/Iy CTBOJIOB POBHBIM CJIOEM, IO TPyAb, U B HEM
TOHYJIM ¥ TIaJIbIe JICTbSI, U KOPHH, BBINOM3IIME 13 3eMIi. CTBOJIBI 3[1€Ch ObLTA TaKUE, YTO BABOEM HE
00XBaTUTh, KOpa B HAPOCTAX U B CHIPOH UEpHOI 3esieHu. [1axyio MOKpBIM epeBOM, rprOaMu 1 YeM-
TO CJIAJAKOBATBIM, TSKEBIM, OT Yero HAUMHAJIO MYTHUTb.

On Bctan. Konenu oto3Banuch 6051610, HO JepKaii.

CJ0BO BCIUTBLIO CaMO, KOT/Ia OH C/IeNall TIEPBBIM 1I1ar, ¥ ObLJIO OHO HE MMEHEM U He Ha3BaHHUEM
Mecta. JInms. OH ocTaHOBMIICS M TIOBTOPHJI TIpo cedst: iuimsi. ClIoBO OBUIO POBHOE M IYCTOE, KaK
MoHeTa 0e3 yeKaHa, HO 32 HEero LETUISIOCh BCE, UTO Y Hero octanock. OH He 3HaI, YTO 3TO, HE BUE
niepes1 coOoM IBETKA, He MOT ObI CKa3aTh, MAaXHET OH UK HeT. TONBKO CIIOBO, TEIIoe, OyATO CKa3aHHOE
HEJJABHO 3HAKOMBIM T'OJIOCOM.

OH momién O6pUT0 AaJIbIIIe ¥ MOHSUT, YTO He 3HAeT, Ky/Aa UITH.

Torma oH cTaj CMOTPETh MO/ HOTH, TIOTOMY UTO 3eMJIsl BCET/ia 3HaeT OoJIbIIIe, YeM yesoBeK. Mox
371eCh ObLT MPUMST IIUPOKON TIOJIOCOI; KTO-TO IIEN Yepe3 TOIIeCOK TsKENbINA, He pa3oupasi KyCToB,
CJIOMAJI IBa TOHKMX CTBOJIA M OCTABUJI B TPSI3M OTIIEYATOK KOTTEH, KaXAbli ¢ nasenl ;yimHon. Crefipl
LUIA B OJHY CTOPOHY, a BBILIE, Y CTBOJA, JIekKaJla Kyuka IIOMETa elE cBexkas, YEpHasi, C IIEPCThIO
BHYTpHU.

OH 10ar0 CMOTpeJ Ha 3Ty Ky4y, HE UCTILITHIBAsI HU CTpaxa, HU yAuBJIeHHs. MbICIIb OblIa OfiHa,
MpocCTasi U OTYETIMBASL: 31ECh HAJJO YXOIUTh.

OH cHs1 ¢ cebs UyKylo pyOaxy, CTSHYJ €l0 CYMKY M TIOBECHJI Ha TUIEUYO MOKpeITye, YToObl He
rpemenio. [Totom mom€n, BIOMpass HU3KUN TIOIECOK, IIOTOMY YTO B BBICOKOM XBOE HE BUJIHO HU
CBOETO Ilara, HA 9yKO0ro.

Pyudeii oH Hamén yepe3 COTHIO IMIaroB 1o 3BYKYy. Boja muia y€pHas, B ABYX IIarax ot Oepera
yXe He BUHO THa. OH ONMyCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHH U TIWJT U3 JIAJIOHEH, a TIOTOM OCTAJICSl HA YeTBEPEHbKAX,
pasrsabiBast ce0s1 B TEMHOUM Bofe. CBepxXy Ha HEero cMoTpes cTapuk. JIMIo mmHHOe, 00TSHYTOe,
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Oopoza KOpOoTKas U cefasi, B IETHHE MO IeKaM, IJ1a3a Moj KyCTUCTHIMUA OpoBsMU. OH MOAHSIT PYKY
Y cTapuK noaHs. OH OTKPBUT POT, YTOOBI CKa3aTh UMsI, M HE HAIIEN €ro.

— Jlunus, — ckazajl OH BCIIyX.

I'osnoc BbIIEN XPUILIBIA, TPOCTYKEHHBI M HE3HAKOMBIH.

Torpaa, BoepBble 3a 3TO yTpo, OH uciyrajics. He korreil Ha 3emiie U HE cMpaja, a TOro, 4To
rOJIOC CBOU OH Y3HaTh HE MOJXeET.

OH HanwJics emié, BbITEp JIMLO PYKOM U MOIIENT BIOJb Pyubsi BHU3, IOTOMY YTO BOJA BCErna
BBIBOJIUT K JIIOJAM WIK K PeKe, a Ha peke ecTb Joaku. Ién on ponro. Jlec He MeHsIcA: BCE Ta Ke
XBO$1, TYMaH I10 I'py/b, CTBOJIBI B 3€JIEHU. [IBaXk/Ibl eMY Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO MEXKIY AEPEBbSIMU KTO-TO CTOUT
Y CMOTPUT, ¥ 00a pa3a TaM OKa3bIBaJICS CEpblii KAMEHb B POCT YeJIOBEeKa, OOPOCIIUI MOXOM.

[ToTom pyueii BbIBeI ero Ha MOJIsIHY, IJe Jec ObUT H3JIOMaH.

Tpu mepeBa jexand BepIIMHAME B OJHY CTOPOHY, Oy/ITO MX TOJKHYJIM pPa3oM. 3emiis mepen
HUMH ObLJIa BCTIaXaHa, KaK IoJ10ca MoJ OTOPO, ¥ B 9TOH 3eMJIe OTIeYaTaivuch Horu. bomnblime.

OH OCTaHOBWJICA U MPUCITYIIAJICS.

Briepseie 3a yTpo B Jiecy crasio Tuxo. He criokoiiHO THXO, KOrja BCE MOJIYMT, @ TUXO TaK, Kak
MOJTUUT JIEC, KOTJIa KTO-TO KPYIHBIM BCTAJI U CMOTPHT.

W Torna 3a ero cnvHOM, 11arax B TPUALATH, 3aTpellial NOAJIECOK.

OH obGepHyJCs.

W3 TymMaHa BBHIXOAMJIO YTO-TO HA YETHIPEX HOTax, C AJIMHHOHM TOJIOBOM M OOBHCIIMM OPIOXOM,
CBAJISIBIIMMCS OT rpsi3r. OHO MIJIO MEAJIEHHO, HO MATU OBICTPO eMy ObLIO He HYXKHO, IIOTOMY 4TO
BCE, JI0 Yero OHO XOTeJIO JIOWTH, CTOSJIO U CMOTpesio. TBaph MogHsIa FOJIOBY, U B €€ TOpJie YTO-TO
3apaboTaso, MeJIKO U XPUCTO, Kak OyATO TaM MPOBEPHYIIOCH KOJIECO.

% sk ok

Ono Gpocunock 6e3 3amaxa, cpa3dy ¢ MecTa, U OT 3TOTO B TOJIOBE y CTapuKa CTAJIO MYCTO U
nerko. OH He ycIiesl HY UCIyraTbCsl, HU OTCTYIUTb. Teslo caMo 1IarHyJio B CTOPOHY, a pyKa MOjHS-
J1ach, ¥ B TPYy/H, 1oJ] pEOpaMu, YTO-TO TOJIKHYJIOCh TOPSYMM U TIOILIO BHU3, B JIAJOHb, KaK BOJA U3
MEPEBEPHYTON KPYKKH.

Bo3ayx Mexy HUM 1 TBapblo cTail IIOTHBIM. CTapyK He yBUIEJ 3TOTr0, OH OYYBCTBOBA: Kak
OyITO B JIMLIO JOXHYJIO U3 MI€YH, & TIOTOM YTO-TO YAAPUJIO, KOPOTKO U CTPAIITHO, U O€33ByYHO CMSIIIO
TBapb MOMOJIAM.

E€ or6pocuno Ha crBosn. Kopa norHysna. TBaph criosizia 1o CTBOY Ha 3eMJTI0, IEPHYJIa 3aHer
HOro 1 3atuxia. [1axsyio naj€Hou MepcThio, U elié YeM-TO, OT Yero y Hero cpa3y ociadiv KOJICHH.

OH cTOs11 ¥ CMOTpEI Ha CBOIO PYKY.

Pyka Obl1a crapast, ¢ 00JIOMaHHBIMU HOTTSIMH M 3eMJIEH B TpeluHax Koxu. Hukakoro orus,
HUKaKOro cBeyeHus1. JIamoHb 4yTh cafiHuIa, Kak OyATO OH JIONTO JepiKajl e€ Hajl CBEUYOH.

OH nofHsAI pyKy U HallpaBUJI €€ Ha CJIOMaHHOE JIEPEBO, Ha KaMeHb, Ha ITyctoe Mecto. Huuero.
OH nonpoOoBa emg pas, CUiIbHee, U MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK 1MoJ pEOpamMHu OISTh IIEBEIbHYIOCH TETUIO,
HO He MOJHSJIOCh, OCTAJIOCh JIekaTh, IAe jJexasno. Torna oH omycTHi pyky.

B necy 6b110 THXO0. BeTep B KpoHax mién, a 37ech, BHU3Y, BCE 3aMepIio.

Crapuka BbipBajio. OH OTOIIEN HA HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, YNEPCs JIAJOHBIO B CTBOJ, U €ro JIOJTO,
MYUHUTEIbHO BBIBOPAYMBAJIO, A MOCJIE ITOTO OH CEJl MPSIMO Ha MOX M CHJEJI, BBITUPasi POT ThLJIbHOW
CTOPOHOW PYKH.

TBapp sexana B TpEX marax. Bpioxo y He€ pa3olniock, U3 HETO BHIBATUJIOCH YTO-TO Oypoe.
[onoBa Obla MOBEPHYTA TaK, KaK roJIOBA MIOBEPHYTHCSI HE MOXKET.

OH nogymait: s1 He 3Ha0, KTo Thl. I cpa3y MOHsI, 4TO 3TO HE MPO TBAPb.

— JInms, — cKaz3ai OH THXO.

CJI0BO JIETJIO B TUIIIMHY U OCTAJIOCh TaM, HUYero He OObsSICHUB.

OH nozHsIcs, oao0pall CBOI0 CYMKY — OHa OTJIeTesa K KyCTy, — IepecuuTal, 4To B Hel
€CTh, U 3a4eM-TO T0JIe3 3a Ma3yXy, I Jexal IJIaJKuil cepblil KameHb. KameHs ObUT TEMIIbIN, KaK U
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yrpoM. CTapuk CKaJl ero B KyJIake, ¥ B TPY/AU OMSATh IIEBEIbHYJIOCH, CJ1A00 M KOPOTKO, OYITO KTO-
TO BHYTPU NIOBEPHYJICS Ha Apyrou OOK.

— JlagHo, — ckazait oH. CJIOBO eMy He TIOHPaBUJIOCh, HE3HAKOMOE, HO JAPYroro He ObUIO.

OH no11én BOKPYT MOJISIHBI, IEPkKACh B HECKOJIBKHUX II1arax OT MEPTBOM TBAPH, U HAIIIEN TO, UTO
WCKAJI: CTapylo 3BEpUHYIO TPOITY, YTONTAHHYIO, YXOIAIIYI0O BHU3 MO CKJIOHY. Eciii pyueil BBIBOIUT K
JIOISIM, TO TPOIIa BBIBOAUT K PYYbIO.

OH ycrien caenarh MaroB ABaaTh, KOTA YCIbIIIAL.

CHauasia 31o ObLT TPECK BETOK, YaCThI M TOPOIUIUBHIN, KakK OY/ITO Yepe3 MOJJIECOK JIOMIIUCH,
He pazoupast moporu. [TotomM royoc, KOPOTKUA U 3710i, Ha OJHOM BbIIOXe. EMy OTBETHT BTOpOIA,
JaJiblIe.

Crapuk ocraHoBucs. KameHs B KyJiake crai ropsiuee.

OH He 3HaJ, moyemMy UAET Tyna. MoxeT, u3-3a TOro, 4To yKHe rojioca B Jiecy, I1e OH OIuH, —
9TO JIOpOra, a He OMacHOCTh. MOXeET, MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO XOTEN YBUICTh UbE-HUOY/Ib JIUIO, KPOME
CBOETO.

OH nommén Ha rojoca, MPUruoasch Moj BeTKaMHu.
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I'maBa 2

Yama Tenen

T'onoca OH ycibllIal paHbllie, YeM YBUJIEN JIIOfIEH, ¥ FOJI0COB ObUIO TPU.

OH 11€1 Ha HUX, TPUrKOasach MOJ BETKAMHU, U JIeC BOKPYT HETO MEHSJICA: XBOsI Peea, MO
MaNOPOTHUKY, BBICOKHUE, IO TOSIC, U B HUX OBUIO JIETKO WATH U JIeTKo cripstarbcs. CTapuk OCTaHo-
BUJICA 3@ TOJICTBIM CTBOJIOM, IOJIOKHJI JIAIOHb Ha XOJIOJHYIO KOPY M IIOCMOTPEI BIEPEN, B ITPOCBET
MEXY IEPEBbSIMMU.

[MonsiHa OblIa JUTMHHAS, BRITSIHYTasA, KaK sI3bIK. Ha Hel Jiexalio BRIBEpHYTOE IEPEBO, a TaJIbIIIe,
y MOBAJIEHHOI'O CTBOJIA, CTOsIJIA JKEHIIMHA.

Ona 6b11a HeMoofas. Cezast, KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHAs!, B TEMHOM JIOPOXKHOM IUIaThe U B MY>KCKUX
carorax, 70 koneHa. CTosisia OHa TaK, KaKk CTAaHOBSITCSI JIIOJIM, KOTOPBIE 3HAIOT, YTO ceiuac Oy/eT: 4yTh
OOKOM, JieBasi Hora BIepéE[l, MpaBasi pyKa MOojHsATA.

B pyke y He€ ObUT TUCTOJNET.

CrapuK Takux He BUJIe] HU pa3y B )KU3HM, a IAMSATH Y HEro ObUIO POBHO OIHO YTPO, TaK YTO
3TO HUYero He 3HaumyIo. [ucroner Obl1 KOPOTKUIA U TOJICTHIM, C TPAaBIOPOi MO CTBOIY, U IO TPaBIOpe
IIE]T TYCKJIBIN CBET, Kak Oy/ATO BHYTPU Y HETo ropesia cBeva.

[IpotuB HEE crosAIM TpOE.

Bce B onrHaKOBBIX KOXKaHBIX KYPTKax ¢ MEAHBIMHU 3aKJIEIKaMH, BCE MOJIOIbe. Y TBOMX OBbUIH
HOXH, Y TPEThEro — KOPOTKUI apOajieT, KOTOPhI OH Aepkall y Oeipa, He MoAHIMAsI.

— XBaruT, — CKazaja )keHIIrHa. ['onoc y He€ ObUT CIIOKOWHBINM U X PUILIOBATHIN, KaK y Yesio-
BEKa, KOTOPBIM FTOBOPUT HE B NEPBHIM pa3. — Jlajblle Bl HE UIETE.

— Tbl HaM 1IeHy Ha30BU, — CKa3aJl OIMH U3 TeX, YTo ¢ HoxoM. — lleHy, 6abka. MbI moan
HE ropaple.

— 41 Bam yxe HazBasa. — 7KeHIMHA He omyckaia pyKy. — JIBaxpl.

— MBI He pacciblIamy.

Omna ycMexHyJ1achb.

— Torna ciyiaiire B TpeTui.

Crapuk He yBuJe, uTo OHa caenaia. [Tucroner B € pyke OEpHYJICA, KOPOTKO, KaK KalllIAHYII,
U 11O TOJIsTHE MPOILEN CBET — He BCIIBIIIKA, a pOBHAs M0710ca, OYATO KTO-TO Ha MUT OTKPBLIT U 3aKPbLT
JBEPb B COJTHEYHbIN JEHb.

Tor, uTo roBopuI, ynan.

On He 3akpuyai. IIpocto cioxuics nononam M JIET JIMLOM B NANOPOTHUK, W MAllOPOTHUK
BOKPYTI HETO Ha4yaJl TEMHETb.

Bropoii, ¢ HOXOM, NPBITHYJI Cpa3y, He pa3lyMbIBas, ¥ ObUI YK€ B [IBYX IIarax, KOrjaa MUcToseT
KalUIsHYJ BTOpoi pa3. Ero or6pocuino Hazan, K BeIBEpHYTOMY JepeBy. OH ynapucst CIIMHOM O CTBOJT
Y CIIOJI3 110 HEMY Ha 3€MJIIO, ¥ TOJIOBA Y HErO OCTasach MOJHATON, Kak OyJTO OH BCE eIlE CMOTpell.

Tpetuii ¢ apbaserom orctynui Ha war. IlogHsn opyxue.

JKeHmyHa pasBepHysach K HEMY, M CTapUK YBUJEJ €€ JIMLO: Y3KOe, CO BIAJIBIMHU LIEKAMH, C
OYEHb CBETVIBIMU I71a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX He ObLJIO HU CTPaxa, HU 3JI0CTH, a TOJIBKO PACUET.

Ona BhICTpeNMIa B TPETUH pas.

W tpetnii pa3 He nonana.

[Mucroner n€pHyncs y He€ B pyKe, CBET YIIEN B CTOPOHY, B CTBOJI, M COMJI C BETKH CyK. ApOaseT
LIENKHYJI KOPOTKO U CyXx0. JKEeHIIMHY MOTHYJIO Ha3ajl, OHa BBIPOHMJIA IIACTOJIET U CEJla, IPUBAJIMB-
LIKCh K TIOBAJIEHHOMY CTBOJLY.

B e€ npaBom 00Ky, uyTh HUXe pEOep, Topyaa KOPOTKHIA OONT ¢ TEMHBIM OIIEPEHHEM.
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CrapuK CTOSUT 32 IEPEBOM M HE JbIIIall.

Kennmua nonpoOoBasia NogHATHCA. Pyka y He€ mapuia mo 3emuie, NCKaia MUCTONET, HO He
HaxXOJWJIa: TOT JIeKaJl B IBYX Ilarax, ¥ O HEero ObLJIO He I0CTaTb.

Tpetuii ¢ apbanerom omycTi1 opyxkue. OH CMOTpes Ha He€ U Ha CBOMX MEPTBBIX TOBAPUIIIEH
1, KaXeTcsl, TOJIbKO Cevac MOHSII, YTO OCTAJICS OJVH.

— Hy Bot, — ckazain oH. ['onoc y Hero aporay;i. — Hy Bot u Bcé, 6a0ka. Hy BoT u BCE.

OH 1noz1011€1, HAKJIOHWJICS HaJ| KEHIIUHOM, B35LT €€ 3a MoA00POJOK U MOBEPHYII JIUIIO K ceoe.

— A Teniepb Thl MHE CKaelllb, — MPOroBOPUJI OH, — rae TBou. Bee. o oqaOoMy.

Kenmnmua momuana. OHa cMOTpesia He Ha Hero.

Ona cMoTpena MUMO €ro Ijieda, B MPOCBET MEXAY AEPEBbsIMHU, TY/AA, IJe 32 CTBOJIOM CTOSLT
CTapHK.

Tpetuii mpocaenu 3a € B3MISI0M.

Crapuk He ycresa HU OTCTYNMThb, HU crpsTaTbes. OH MPOCTO CTOSUI, MPUKABIIMCH TUIEYOM K
KOpE, ¥ CMOTpeJI, KaK MOJIOZIOH OTITyCKaeT MOAO0POIOK KEHIIMHbI, BBIIPSMIISIETCS] U MEIIEHHO ITOBO-
pavymMBaeTcs K Jiecy.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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