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AHHOTaAMSA

[pomén rox nociie najieHusi Koposisi, OPOCUBILETO BBI30OB CaMOK
cmeptd. Bepa m Kasn meltaloTcsl MOCTPOMTH HOBYIO JKM3HB, ITOKa
OJHAXObl Ha MX IIOPOIr€ HE MOABJIACTCA ACBYIIKa C Cepe6pﬂHbIMI/I
BOJIOCAMM W TJIa3aMH 11BeTa HOuM. OHa He MOMHUT COOCTBEHHOTO
HWMEHU, HO 3HACT, YTO MHP Haydall 3a6bIBaTI> CBOUX MépTBbIX — a
BCKOPE MOXET 3a0bITh 1 KHUBBIX.

3a HMCYe3HOBEHMEM HMEH CTOUT TallHa, CBS3BIBAIOIIAS CEMBIO
BeiipoB, koponeBy Cepeduny u mpomuioe camori Bepbl. UToOBI
OCTaHOBUTH KatacTpodyy, eil MPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS C TEMHU, KOTO OHA
MOTEPSIA, U PEIIUTh, YTO 3HAUUT MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY JIIOOUTS.

Ho eci BepHYTh YesioBeKa MPOTUB €r0 BOJIM — ACUCTBUTENILHO JIH
910 criacenre? Yl MOXKHO JIM OTITYCTUTB TOTO, KOTO OOMIIIBCSI TIOTEPSITh
HaBcerga?



JAmvurpun Yorud

Nmst mocaenHen aodepu

nmMia HOCJIEIIHEﬁ JOYEPU
Poman

I'naBa 1

Bepa Dcrtenb noHsiia, 4TO YTPO HE 3aJaJ0Ch, KOrJa 0OHapy-
KWJIA HA KyXHE MEPTBYIO MBIIIIb.

MBpl111b Jiekajia IOCPEIU CTOJIA, AKKYPATHO CJIOKUB MEpeIHUE
JIanku Ha rpyad. Psagom crosna vamka Kasna, a Ha Oenoii cka-
TEPTU KPacOBAJIACh HAANKCh, BHIBEJCHHASA YEM-TO MTOXOKHUM Ha
Caxy:

ThI OBEIIIAJI BEPHYTBCA.

Bepa HekoTtopoe BpeMsi cMOTpesia Ha HeE, HAJesACh, YTO Haj-
IMCh UCYE3HET, €CJIU JOCTATOYHO JIOJT0 HE MOPraTh.

He wncuesna.

— Kaan!

N3 coceHeit KOMHATBI JOHECCS TITyXOU CTYK, 32 KOTOPBIM I10-
CJIEIOBAJIO pyrareibCcTBO. Bepa B3goxHyna. 3a roj COBMECTHOM
’KU3HU OHA OOHAPYXKWJIA, YTO OBIBIIHU ITOCTISIHUAN Tajlad KOpo-
JIEBCTBA CMOCOOEH MEepPEeKUTh BCTPEUy C JAPEBHUM UYIOBHILEM,
HE APOTHYB, HO ITPOUTPBIBaET OMTBY JIOOOMY MpeaAMeTy MeOeH,
OCTaBJICHHOMY HE Ha CBOEM MECTE.

— Ecnu Tl onsiTh OCTaBWII Caniorv ocpeau KOpuaopa, s Bbl-



Opority ux B peky!

— 310 OBLIM HE carnoru!

— Torna st BEIOpOIITY B pEKy TO, YEM ThI TOJILKO UTO yIapuics!

Yepes MuHyTY B aBepsix nosiBricss Kass.

Ha ném Obi1a pacctéruyras pyoariika, TEMHble OPIOKHY U BbIPa-
JKEHUE YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIH eIlE He PElInl, CTOUT JIU CETOIHSIIII-
HUI JIeHb TOTO, YTOObI OKOHYATEJIbHO MPOCHYThCs. UEpHBIE BO-
JIOCHI TOpPYAJIM B pa3Hbie CTOpOHbI. Ha ckyJsie TeMHen cief oT yaa-
pa.

OH BHIIJISAET YAUBUTETHHO OOBIKHOBEHHBIM.

WHorna Bepa Bcé emé noBuia ce0s Ha TOM, YTO KJET OT
HEro 4ero-To HeBO3MOKHOTO: MCUE3HOBEHUS B TeHU, cepeOpsi-
HOT'O CBEUEHMSI TI0/T KOJKEH, ToJ1oca, KOTOPBIN 3acTaBJIsI Obl CBe-
uyn racHyTb. Ho Kasn Gompire He ObUT OecCMEPTHBIM MaIadoM.
Ternepb OH MOT MOPE3aThCsl, MPOCTYAUTHCSA U TIOTYYUTh CUHSIK,
€CJIM CJTUIIIKOM PE3KO MOBEPHETCS B Y3KOM KOPUIOPE.

[MocnenHee ciyyanock ¢ Myraiien peryaspHOCTHIO.

— Yrt0 npou3oino? — Crpocus OH, 3AMETHUB MBIIIIb.

— Ona ymepra.

Kasn nmocmorpen Ha cTor.

— 9TO A BUKY.

— IlpekpacHo. 3HauuT, TBOE 3peHne BcE eme padoTaeT. A
Ternepb 0OBSCHU, MOUEMY y HAC Ha KyXHE MEPTBBIE )KUBOTHBIC U
TIOCJIaHU sl U3 MPOIILIOTO.

OH npoumnTan HaMUCh.

VipIOKa Mcyesa ¢ ero JIMia.



Bepa 3Hana stor B3mIsA. OHa Bujesla €ro B TPOHHOM 3a-
Jie, B MMOJI3€MHOM YCBINIAJIbHUIIE W HA TUIomany KazHen. Tak Ka-
9J1 CMOTpEJI Ha BEIW, KOTOpbIe HAJesICs HUKOraa OOJIbIe He
BCTPETUTD.

— Thl HanIUCan 3107 — crnpocusa oHa.

— Her.

— KT0-TO U3 TBOMX CTapbIX 3HAKOMBIX ?

— BOJIBIIMHCTBO MOMX CTApbIX 3HAKOMbBIX MEPTBBI.

— YuursiBas TBOI0 Guorpaduio, 3To He camoe yoeauTeIbHOe
ONpaBJaHUE.

OH He OTBeTUII.

Kasn ocTopokHO KOCHYJICS Kpasi CKaTepTH, CTapasiCh He 3a-
JETh HAJMKUCh. 3aTeM MEPEBEPHYJT MBIIIIb.

[Mon e€ TesoMm Jiexana cepeOpsiHast IyTrOBUIIA.

Bepa nepecrasna ynsioathbcesl.

OHa y3Hasa e€ cpasy.

[TyroBuiia OblJIa MaJIeHbKOM, TIOTEMHEBIIIEN OT BpEMEHH, C e/1-
Ba 3AMETHBIM Y30POM B BUJIE PACKPHITOTO IMa3a. MIMEeHHO Takyio
OHa BHUJIEJIa B OJTHOM U3 CBOUX BOCIIOMHUHAHUI — B JETCKOM KOM-
HaTe I0Jl BOCTOYHBIM KpPbUIOM JBOPLIA, CPEIM CEMU KPOBATOK,
r71e ObLIM 3arucanbl nMeHa aeteir CepaduHbL.

TaMm e MaJIburK ¢ YEPHBIMM IJIa3aMH CKa3aJl €U, YTO OHA Of-
HaX/Ibl OTJAJIa EMY MMYTOBUILY MEPE]] CMEPTHIO.

Bepa torna peiivia, 4To 3T0 0YepeaHas JI0Xb, MOPOKAEHHAS
Yy)KMUMU BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMHU.

Tenepp Myropuiia jie:xajna Ha €€ KyXHe.



— Kasn.

OH yxe cMoTpen Ha He€.

— 41 3Har0.

— Her, He 3Haemb. Thl €1IE 1ake HE CIIPOCUJI, YTO 3TO.

— 41 Buzen e€ panbiiie.

—I'ne?

OH MeJIEHHO BBITTPSMUJICSL.

— Ha ogpexne moei marepu.

3a OKHOM Ilymesia peka. Berep mieBesvi 3aHaBeCKH, U COJI-
HEYHBIN CBET JIOKUJICS HA CTON JJIMHHBIMU 30JI0TUCTBIMU TTOJIO-
camu.

Bc€ BBINIAAENO HACTOJIBKO MUPHBIM, YTO Bepa BHe3arHo
pa303/1U1ach.

— Her, — cka3asa ona.

Kasn naxmypucs.

— Yr0?

— Her. M&I He Oyniem JienaTh 3TO CHOBA.

— Bepa...

— 51 cepbé3HO. MBI He cTaHeM OpOCaThCsl B OUEPEIHYI0 KOPO-
JIEBCKYIO MOTHJIY TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO KTO-TO PELIWJI MPUCIIaTh
HaM MEPTBYIO MbIlIb. Sl HE X0y €I1IE OHOIO IPEBHETO I0I0BOPA,
elI€ OJHOM JIBEpU U €€ OJHOrO POICTBEHHUKA, KOTOPBIM OKa-
3bIBAETCS] HE TEM, KEM Ka3aJICsl.

— 4 Toxe.

— OmmuHo. Torma Mbl COXKKEM CKaTepTh, BHIOPOCHM MBIIIIb
u 3a0y7ieM 00 ITOM.



— A nyrosuny?

Bepa nocmotperna Ha cepeOpsiHbIN TIpeIMET.

— E€ ocraBum. OHa kpacuBasi.

Kasn nouru ynbioHyscs.

W uMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT Pa3/ajicsi CTyK B JIBEPb.

Tpu ynapa.

Mennennbix. PoBHbix. C OIMHAKOBBIMM MPOMEKYTKAMMU.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— Ecnu taMm elné oiHa Mblllib, 5 lepee3kalo.

— Kyna?

— B y1om 6e3 niBeperi.

— VYno6Ho. HUKTO HE CMOXET MoCTyyvarh.

— Kaosg.

— Vxe uny.

OH HanpaBuiics K ABepu. Bepa nocienoBania 3a HUM, TPUXBa-
TUB C KYXOHHOI'O CTOJIa HOX. 3a MOCJIeJHUIN TOJl OHA MPUBbIK-
JIa He BHIXONIUTh M3 JioMa 6e3 opyxus, XoTsa Kasn ysepsi, uTo B
UX HBIHEITHEeW )XU3HU OHO TIOHAJJOOUTCS pa3Be uTo JIJIsl Hape3KU
xje0a.

Ero xiebope3Hbie CIOCOOHOCTH He OCTaBJISLIH eid BRIOOpa.

Kasn otkpbLn ABEPD.

Ha nopore crosina neBouka.

Eii ObuTO JIeT iecsITh WM oqHHAALATh. Ha Helt 6b110 ipocToe
Oesoe maTbe, CIMIITKOM TOHKOE J1sI TpoxJjiaaHoro yrpa. Ceped-
PSAHBIE BOJIOCHI MAJajId Ha TUJIeUH, a YEPHbIE IJ1a3a Ka3aJuCh CO-
BEPIICHHO HEMOJBUAKHBIMH, CJIOBHO B HUX OTpakasach HE YJIU-



112, a TIyOOKasi HOUb.

Ha 3ansictbe BUJHETUCh TPU KPACHBIX y3JIa.

Bepa y3Hasa e€ panbliie, 4em ycriesa UCIyraThCsl.

JleBouka 13 TymMaHa.

Ta, 4T0 MOsABUJIACH B TPOHHOM 3aJI€ TMI0CJI€ CMEPTH DABapaa.
Ta, uto ckazana Kasany, uto Teneps e€ ouepepb KUThb.

Bepa Buzesna e€ Bcero ooy pas ¢ TexX Mop, Kak OHU IMOKUHY-
m DiipBeH. Ha apyrom Gepery peku, B ryctoM Tymase. Toraa
JIEBOYKa MoMaxajia eil pyKou 1 hucyessia, He OCTaBUB CJIE/IOB.

Bepa He crana pacckasbsiBath 00 3TOM Kasny.

Omna yoexaasa ce0s1, 9To 3T0 ObLT 0OMaH 3peHH s, OCTaTOK Ma-
TUY WM TIPOCTO Urpa cBeTa HaJl BOIOM.

Terepp JeBOYKa CTOSIIA y UX ITOpOTra.

— 3npaBcTByi, Opar, — cKasajia OHa.

Kasn nmoonennen.

— Th1...

— He HauuHaii ¢ atoro, noxanyicra. s oueHb 10Jro ucKasia
TeOs1.

Omna nocmotpena Ha Bepy.

— A b1, 3HauuT, Bepa.

— A b1, 3HaUUT, yMeewsb cTydars B Agsepu. [Iporpecc.

JleBouKa yneIOHYIach.

— MHe roBopu/iu, 4To Thl CMEIITHasI.

— K10?

— Toi cama.

Bepa cxana pykodTh HOXa.



— Korga?

— [lo Toro, Kak ymepna.

Berep 3a ciuHoi1 1eBOUKM BHe3arHO ctux. He ociad — umen-
HO CTHX, OYATO KTO-TO HAKPBLI YJHILy HEBUIMMBIM KOJIAKOM.
['ne-To Baanu nepecrana Kpuyarh yaika. [laxe Boja B peke, Ka-
3JI0Ch, IOTEKJIA TUILE.

Kasn cnenan mar Bnepén.

— Kak te06s 30ByT?

VieIOKa 1eBOYKH Ioracia.

Omna onycTiiia rja3a Ha CBOE 3aITICThbe, I7I€ TPY KPACHBIX y371a
CTSITUBAJIA KOKY.

— He 3naro.

— YT0 3HaUMUT — HE 3Haeub?

— 4 nomH10 Matk. [TomHIO OM. [TOMHI0, KaK ThI AepXKan MEHA
3a PyKy, Kormaa Oputo TeMHO. [IoMHIO, 9TO OHaKIbI TH OOeIIat
BEPHYTbCA.

OHa nofHsijIa Ha Hero B3IV,

— Ho ums# ucuesno.

Bepa nodyBcTBOBasIa 3HAKOMBIN X0JI0/1 B Tpyau. Tak ObiBaIo,
KOI7Ia OHa KacajlaChb MEPTBOTO Tejla U uyXkas MaMsTh OTKPbIBA-
nach niepef Herl. Tonbko certyac nepes HeM CTOSIT JKUBOU Yesio-
BEK.

Io kpaiiHen Mepe, OHa HAAEsAIach, YTO KUBOM.

— K10 otHs1 y TeOs1 uMsA? — cripocuiia OHa.

JleBOUKa IMOKavaa rojiloBom.

— He 3naro.



— DnBapa?

— Her. On neitancsa. Ho He cMor 3aKOHUYUTb.

— Torma kto?

HeBouka nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— Th1

OH oTcTynuJ, CJIOBHO OHA yAapuJa ero.

— ] Hukorga. ..

— Tb1 He MOMHMIIIB, — CITOKOMHO CKa3aya AeBOYKa. — ITO
HE OJTHO U TO XKe.

Bepa nepesena B3Misi1 ¢ OQHOTO Ha APYTOro.

— Tak. Hauném cHavana. Tsl yTBEpKAaciib, yTo Kasn ot
y Te0s1 ums1. [1pu 3TOM cama He MOMHMIIIb, Kak Te0s 30ByT. U ThI
IpUIILUIA CIO/IA, IOTOMY YTO. ..

— IloroMy 4TO MOE MMS OCTaJIOCh Y MEPTBBIX.

JleBouka TocMOTpesa Ha cepeOpsiHyI0 MyroBHUILY, KOTOPYIO
Bepa Bce€ e nepxana B J1aJ0HU.

— A Tenepb OHM HAYMHAIOT 3a0bIBATh.

— K10?

— Bce.

Ona nmpowmsHecaa 310 0e3 apamatu3ma. [Ipocto cooOmuia
(hakT, KOTOPHIN 1aBHO NiepecTa e€ yAUBIIATS.

— CHauvaja ycue3aloT uMeHa Ha Morujax. ITorom — B KHU-
rax. [lotom sronu 3a0bIBAIOT, KOrO MOXOPOHUIM. OHU MOMHSIT,
YTO y HUX OBLT ChIH, CECTPA WU KeHa, HO HE MOTYT Ha3BaTh MX
10 UMEHU. A MOTOM 3a0bIBAIOT JIMIIA.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasIa, KaK XOJIOACIOT MAJIbIIbI.



— Ilouyemy TbI ipHIILIa K HAM?

— Totomy uro Kasn omgHaxabl OTAAT CBOIO CMEPTh, UYTOOBI
cnact Te0si. A Tl BEpHYJIa eMy MPaBO KUTb.

JleBouKa 11arHyna yepes rnopor.

— Bb1 00a M3MEHWIN TO, YTO HEJB3S OBLIO MEHAT.

— MBul yanuToxuam aBapaa, — ckasana Bepa. — Ocgo-
00o1uM Iy1u, KOTopble OH ynepxkuBai. Eciv 4to-1o nonuio He
TaK, 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO Mbl JOJKHBI CHOBA BCE UCTIPABJIATD.

— 41 He mpolily Bac UCHPaABIATH MPOIILIOE.

JleBOouKa OCTaHOBMJIACh IOCPEIN KOPUIOPA.

— 4 npoury noMoYb MHE HAUTU MOE UMSI.

Kasn 3akpbLi 1Bepb.

Hekotopoe BpemMsi HUKTO HE TOBOPHIL.

[Torom Bepa yOpana HOX 3a TOSIC ¥ yKa3asia Ha KyXHIO.

— CHavasia Tbl O€UIb.

JleBouKa yaquBJIEHHO MOCMOTPEA HA HEE.

— Yro?

— ThI BRIJISAAUII TaK, OYATO HE eJ1a HECKOJIBKO JIHEH.

— 4 He NOMHIO, KOr/1a e1a B MOCIEAHUM pas.

— Bor numenHo. [Torom pacckaxens BCE, 4To 3Haenb. I He
CMEH TOBOPHUTH 3arajkaMu, €CJIM XOdJelllb, 9YTOOBl Mbl TeOe TI0-
MOTJIH.

JleBOUKa KMBHYJIA.

— Xopouio.

Omna nponuia Ha KyXHIO M Cejia 3a CTOJI. YBUIEB MEPTBYIO
MBIILIb, TOMOPIIXIAC.



— Dy.

— Hakonerti-to, — npo6opmorana Bepa. — XoTb KTO-TO B
9TOM JJOME pearupyer HOpMaJbHO.

Kasn momua yopait meiiiib, a Bepa rnocraBuia nepes 1eBOYKON
TapesKy ¢ xJ1e0oM, ChipoM U siookamu. Ta ena MeieHHo, OyaTo
3aHOBO yUYMJIaCh MIOHUMATh, YTO TAKOE TOJO/.

B Kkakoii-To MOMEHT OHa OCTaHOBMJIACh U ocMoTpena Ha Ka-
a.

— ThI mocrapenn.

— Ha HeckosnbKo Jsier.

— Panbl1ie Tol HE cTapel.

— Pamnbliie st ObUT UIUOTOM.

JleBouka 3aayMasiach.

— A Teneps?

— Teneps 51 cTapblii UAUOT.

OHa THXO paccMesiiach.

Bepa noiimana cedst Ha TOM, 4TO TOXe yibidaeTcsi. ITo ObLIO
CTpaHHOE OILyLIEHUE: Nepes Hel CUJIEIO CYLIECTBO, CBA3AHHOE
C CaMbIMU CTPAIIHBIMU TallHAMU DUPBEHA, & OHA AyMaJjia O TOM,
4TO JIEBOYKE, BEPOSATHO, MPOCTO HY)KHA HOPMaJIbHAsI efa 1 TEM-
JIast ONexXAa.

Bo3MOXHO, Tak ¥ HAYMHATACH OOBIYHAS KU3Hb.

He ¢ Benukoii noOe/ibl, HE ¢ YHUUYTOKEHUS TIPOKJIATHS.

C rapenku xjeba u S0J0K.

— Tol ckazana, 4To MOMHMIIIL MaTh, — Mpou3Hecia Bepa. —
Kt0 oHa?



JleBouka repecraa KeBaTh.

— CepaduHa.

Kasn meqyieHHo cesl HalpOTUB HeE.

— Cepaduna ymepia.

— Her.

— 4l Bugen e€ ucue3HoBEHUE.

— Thwl BUAEN, Kak ucuessa e naMsrh.

JleBouKa MoJIOkMIA KycOUYeK sIONOKa Ha TaperkKy.

— Mama He MorJIa yuTH, ToKa sl OCTaBajiach 3a JBEPhIO.

Bepa moudyBcTBOBaja, Kak BHYTPU UTO-TO HEMPHUSTHO Ile-
BEJIbHYJIOCD.

— 3a Kakoii 1Bepbio?

IleBouKa nojHsa rojioBy.

— 3a nepBou.

B xoMHaTe CJIOBHO CTajio XOJIOAHEE.

Kasi nobGiienues emeé cuipHee.

— Her.

— Tsl cCHOBa 3TO rOBOpUIIIL, — 3aMETHIIA IeBOYKa. — [oue-
My Thl BCET/Ia TOBOPHIIIb «HET», KOTJIa BCIOMUHAEIIb MeHs1?

— TloToMy 4TO 51 MOMHIO, YTO MPOUOIILIO.

— Her, 6par. Tl HOMHUIIIB TO, YTO TeOE OCTABUJIM.

Ona nocmotpena Ha Bepy.

— A TBI MOXeIlIb YBUJETD TIpaBay. TeOe Hy)KHO TOJBbKO MpU-
KOCHYTBCSI KO MHE.

Bepa He nomesenuiace.

— Th1 kuBasl.



— Jla.

— Moii nap paboTtaet ¢ MEPTBBIMHU.

— 41 3Ha0.

— Toraa noyemy Tl NPOCHILbL MEHSI TPUKOCHYTHCS K TeOe?

JleBouka MeUIeHHO noaHsuIa pyky. Ha 3anscrbe kpacHble y3-
JIBl €]1BA 3aMETHO ITYJIbCUPOBAJIN.

— [lotomy 4ToO 1 y)e ymupasa.

Omna nonoxwuia JaJJoHb Ha CTOIL.

— U notomy 4TO ThI OBLIA TaM.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

OH He npITancs e€ ocraHoBUTh. HO B ero rasax crosia Takas
TPEBOra, YTO OHA BIIEPBBIE 32 JI0JITO€ BpEMs HE 3aX0Tella HEME/-
JIEHHO C/IeNIaTh TO, Yero oT He€ TpeOoBaIH.

— Eciu g yBuKy TBOE BOCIIOMUHAHKE, — CKazaia Bepa, —
s He o0elal, YTo CMOTY BEpHYTb €ro tede.

— 41 He Xouy, 4TOOBI Thl BO3BpAIllAJIa MHE BOCTIOMUHAHMUS.

— A 4TO THI XOYEIIb?

JleBouka MocMoTpesa Ha He€ ¢ HEOXKUJAHHOU CEPbE3HOCTHIO.

— YT0OBI TH IOMOTJIA MHE BHIOPATh, KEM S CTaHy.

Bepa meyIeHHO NpOTSAHYJIa PyKY.

OHa KOCHY/IaCch NaJIbLIEB IEBOYKH.

Mup ucues.

Bepa crosiia B KOMHATE, 3aJIMTON OEJIbIM CBETOM.

He ObUIO CTEH — TOJIbKO MOJIOYHAs MYCTOTa, YXOAUBILAs BO
Bce cTOpoHbl. [lo Horamu Jiexan XoJI0HbIi KaMeHb, a BIIEpean
BUHEJIACH IBEPb, MOKPBITAs! TPEMSI KPACHBIMU Y3JIAMH.



3a ABEPBIO KTO-TO TUIAKAJL.

Bepa y3naia 310T 1U1a4.

Omna cipliiaza ero B moa3eMHoOM ropoje, B rpoonuiie Cepa-
(punbI, y nocneanen ABepy, Koraa aBapl ele MblTajics BEpHYTh
ceOe BJIaCTh HaJl CMEPTHIO.

Ho teneps minakan He peOGEHOK.

[Mnakana xeHIuHa.

— TMoxkanyiicta, — menrana ona. — He 3abupaii e€.

Bepa nononuia 6mvke.

Ha nBepu nmpocTynuiy OyKBHI.

CHayasia ogHa.

[Totom npyras.

VIMs1 BO3HMKAJIO MEMJIEHHO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BBIBOAWJI €ro
HEBUJIMMBIM TIEPOM.

Bepa nonbiTanachk mpoYnTaTh, HO OYKBBI PACTIIBIBAIUCH TIEPE]T
ra3amu. OHa 3Haza, 4To MMsl BaXXKHO. 3Haja, YTO OHO AOJIKHO
OBbLJIO MIPUHAJIEKATh KOMY-TO, KOTO OHa JIIOOUJIA.

W BCE ke He MOor1a €ero YBUJIETb.

W3 TeMHOTHI 32 IBEPBIO Pa3asICcsl MYKCKOM TOJIOC.

— V KaxJ0ro yeaoBeKa J0KHA ObITh CMEPTh.

— Torna Bo3bMU MOI! — KPUKHYJIA )KEHITUHA.

— Tol yxe oTnana e€.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak cepiie 3a0uoch ObIcTpee.

Ona 3HaJs1a 3TOT roJIoC.

DnBapa.

Ho oH ObUT He TAKUM, KAKUM OHA 3allOMHMJIA €T0 B TPOHHOM



3asie. B ero ronoce He ObUIO HA BIACTHOCTH, HA Oe3yMust. TOIBKO
YCTAJIOCTb.

— 41 He oTnam Tebe peGEHKa, — MPOU3HECa KEHIIUHA.

— 1 He cobuparoch e€ youBaTh.

— Toi coOupaelbest caenaTh HEUTO XyIIlee.

3a IBephI0 pa3ajcs TUXAWA CMEX.

— 4 Xxouy, 4TOOBI OHA KUJIA.

— Her. Ts Xxo4erib, YT0Ob OHA HUKOTIA HE MOIJIa YUTH.

Bepa marnyna k asepu.

KpacHhsle y3/1bl Ha HEY HaYaIM 3aTATMBAThCA.

7KeHmyHa 3aruiakaiia CujbHeEe.

— Kaan, noxanyiicra. Tl oGeran MHe.

OT1BeTa He 1ocJIEf0BaJIO.

— Kaoan!

TummuHa.

3arem rojaoc MaJlbuMKa:

— 41 BepHYCb.

Bepa pe3ko oGepHy:1ach.

Ha npyrom koHiie 6eioii KOMHAThI CTOSIT MaJIeHbKUI MaJTbUiK
C YEpHBIMHU IT1a3aMU. B pykax oH Jepxkai AepeBSHHYIO JOIMAAKY.

Manbuuk ¢ JepeBsHHOM JIOIIaIKOM.

Tort, komy Kaan orgai cBoo cMepTs.

Ho ceituac oH BbIIVIsi/1€1 MHAUE: €ro ofesk1a Oblia YUCTOM, BO-
JIOCHI aKKypaTHO 3a4€caHbl, a Ha 3arlsCThe BUIHEach cepeOpsi-
Hasl yroBuUIIa.

On nocmotpen Ha Bepy.



— T&I cHOBA oro3aa.

— Kro 1817

— ThI 3HaeIIb.

— Her.

Manbuuk B3JOXHYIIL.

— Thl Bceria roBOPHILIb «HET», KOT/1a BCIOMUHAEIIIb MEHSI.

OH nopo1en Gnuxe v MPOTSIHYJI e IePEBSHHYIO JIOMIAAKY.

— Ortnaii et 310.

— Komy?

— Cecrpe.

— Kakom cectpe?

MasibuuK OoCMOTpes Ha JBEPb.

— Toi, Yb€ UMsI Thl yKpaJia.

Bepa mnonsiTamack B3ATb WIPYHIKY, HO HAJIbLbl IPOILIN
CKBO3b HEE.

Benas komHara 3arpsiciack.

KpacHble y3:1bl JJOMHY/IM OAVH 32 IPYTUM.

3a JBepbI0 KTO-TO MPOU3HEC UMSL.

Ha stoT pa3 Bepa ycibliana ero sicHo.

Ho nipexx e, yem ycriena 3aliOMHUATD, CBET MOrac.

Omna oyHyJach Ha KyXHe.

Kasn pepxan e€ 3a ruieun. [IeBouka cuzena HaNpoTUB, MpU-
’KaB J1aJIoHU K rpyau. Ha e€ nuue He ObLIO HU YIUBJIEHHS, HU
cTpaxa.

Tonpko oxugaHue.

— Yro 181 yBUzEna? — copocuit Kasn.



Bepa nomnbitanack OTBETUTh, HO HE CMOTJIA.

Ona momumIa Genyto komHary. [Tomanna neeps. [TomHMIa
KEHIIIMHY, KOTOpasi MpOCKiIa He 3a0upaTh y He€ peOEHKa.

N mManburka ¢ 1epeBSHHON JIOIAAKOM.

Ho nms. ..

Nwms ncuesio.

Bepa nmocmotpena Ha IeBOUKY.

— 4 capiana ero.

— Une?

— Tsoe.

JleBouka 3aTausa JpIXaHUe.

—n?

Bepa 3akpbuia 11a3a, nblTasch yaepkarbh YCKOIb3aIOIIKeE 3BY-

Huvyero.

Ona He MorIa BCHOMHUTb HU OJJHOU OYKBBI.

— IIpoctu, — mpoiienrana oHa.

JleBOUKa OmyCTHIIa roJIoBY.

Kasn kpenue cxan mieun Bepsl.

— 9TO He TBOS BUHA.

— He roBopu 3a MeH$1, — pe3KO OTBETHJIA OHA.

On ornycrun e€.

Bepa noaHsanace n3-3a cTona M Npouuiack 1o Kyxse. Ei Hyx-
HO OBbLJIO ABUXEHHUE, BO3[YX, XOTh YTO-TO, YTO OMOIJIO OBl CO-
OpaTh MBICITH.

— 1 Bunena DnBapna, — ckazana oHa. — Ho 3710 6b110 10



TOrO, KaK OH CTaJl TeéM, KeM Mbl ero 3Hajau. OH roBopuj C Ka-
KOU-TO xeHmHoi. OHa mpocuiia He 3a0upaTh peOEHKa.

Kasn momyuan.

— OmHa Ha3BaJia TeOs1 10 UMEHH.

— Bepa...

— A 1OTOM £ yBUAEIAa MajbuMKa C Jomankon. OH ckazad,
YTO 51 yKpaJia UMs1 y €r0 CeCTpHl.

Kasi noGnenuert.

— Yto eme?

Bepa nocmorpesa Ha JEBOUKY.

— OH nonpocu OTAaTh €l JIOMIAKY.

JleBouka MeJJIeHHO MOIHAIA TOJIOBY.

— Kakyro nomagky?

— JlepeBsinnyo. Ctapylo, ¢ TPEIUHON Ha OOKY.

JleBouka 3akpblia riasa.

E€ nanpiipl 3aapoxaiu.

— 4 nomHIO €€.

— Th1 3Haeb, rae oHa?

— Her. Ho g nomHI0, Kak gepxkana e€. ITomHIo, 4To OgHaK 1bI
cJioMajia HOXKY M IIJTaKkasia, MOTOMY UTO ymajia, 4To Opat 0ob-
III€ HE CMOKET Ha HEU €30UTh.

Kasn cMoTpen Ha HeE, He IBUTrasich.

— V MeHsI HUKor/ia He ObLIIO CeCTPbl, — MPOU3HEC OH.

JleBouKka OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a.

— Bor nouemy TbI MeHs1 3a0bL1.

— 4 nomuio Cepaduny. [lomnio Dimmany. [lomHio Bepy.



— Tbl HOMHHUIIIb TEX, YbM UMEHA OCTAIUCHh B UCTOPUU.

OHa BcTaua.

— A MeHs Thl 320bLI.

Bepa nocmoTpena Ha Tpu KpacHBIX y3Jia Ha €€ 3amnscTbe. Te-
niepb OHU ObLTH MTOYTH YEPHBIMU.

— YTO CyuymuTCs, €ciiv Mbl HE HAUJIEM TBOE UMS?

JleBouka J0JIro Mojityania.

— 4 ncuesny.

— Ympénb?

— Her. D10 6B110 OBI MIpOITIE.

Omna nofonuia K OKHY.

— CHauana MeHs niepectaHere NOMHUTSH Bbl. [ToTom MeHs rie-
pecTaHyT MOMHUTh BCE OCTaJIbHbIE. A KOTJa HE OCTAHETCS1 HUKO-
r0, KTO [IOMHMT, YTO $I CYIIECTBOBAJIA, MUP CTAHET TAKUM, KAaKUM
€ro XoTeJ BUJIETh OTell.

— Mup, B KOTOPOM CMEPTb TPUHAJIEKUT TOMY, KTO CUJIbHEE,
— TuX0 ckazan Kasn.

JleBOUKa KMBHYJIA.

— U B KOTOPOM HUKTO HE MOXET YUTH, €C/Id KTO-TO JAPYroi
3TOTO HE XOYET.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

Onu 06a MOHUMAJTH, YTO TO 3HAYMT.

DnBapn ObLT MEPTB.

Ho ero nocnenHss ommoOKa npogosikaa KuTb.

— Xoporio, — cka3zaja Bepa.

JleBouka oOepHyJach.



— Yro0?

— Mp&bI HaliIEM TBOE UMSI.

— Tlouemy?

Bepa 3agymasnace.

[ToTomy uto meBouKa OblIa cBsizaHa ¢ e€ mponibiM? [Totomy
gto Kasy1 He Mor BCOMHUTH coOCTBeHHYI0 cecTpy? [Toromy uto
MHUP CHOBA OKa3aJICsl HA TPaHU KatacTpodnbl?

Her.

— Iloromy 4TO THI IIpHUIILIA K HAM, — OTBETWJIA OHA. — A
He COOMPAIOCh OCTaBJISITh peOEHKA OTHOTO TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO
€ro UCTopus HeyJoOHa.

JleBouKka rocmorpesia Ha Hee.

BriepBrie 3a BCE yTpo B €€ YEPHBIX I1a3aX MOSABUJIUCH CIIE3BI.

— Cnacwuoo.

Bepa xuBHyia.

— Ho ectb onHO ycnoBue.

— Kaxkoe?

— Hukakux 3arajgok 3a 3aBTpakoM. Eciti xoueris, YT00bI Mbl
TeOe MOMOIIIY, MPUAETCS paccKa3biBaTh BCE, YTO MOMHHUIIIb. [a-
K€ €CJIM ITO KAXETCs1 HEBAKHBIM.

JleBouKka BbITEpJIa [JIa3a PYKaBOM.

— Xopouio.

— U BTOpOE.

— Ecrtb emi€ Bropoe?

— Pazymeercs. Tol Oynenib KUTh 3/1€Ch, TTOKA MBI He pa3oe-
peémcsi ¢ mporcxoasyM. 1 He coOMpaloCch OTITyCKaTh TeOs OHY



HEU3BECTHO Ky/a.

Kasn nocmorpen Ha Bepy.

— Tsl yBepena?

— Her.

— Toraa nouemy. ..

— [lotomy 4TO 4 yX)e cka3aja, 4YToO IOMOTY €M.

OH nomosyasn.

3areM KUBHYJI.

— Xopo1io.

JleBovKa OCTOPOXKHO YJIBIOHYJIACH.

— 3Ha4uT, s1 MOTY OCTaThCs?

Bepa ykazana Ha cryi.

— Mosxems. Ho eciii Oygiennb ocTaBIsiTh MEPTBBIX MBIIIIEH Ha
CTOJIe, 51 OTIIPABIIO TeOs CraTh B capau.

— Dr0 ObLIA HE 1.

— A K10?

HeBouka nocmorpesa Ha Kasna.

— OH oGemman BepHyThCSI.

Bepa MensieHHO OBEpHYJIach K HEMY.

Kasn ycrano npukpbLi riaza.

— $1 HauKMHAal0 HEHABUJETD ITO YTPO.

Beuepom, korga 1eBoYKa ycHyJla B KOMHATe HaBepxy, Bepa
OOHapy:KuJia Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJIe HOBYIO HA/IIHUCh.

Ha s1OoT pa3 e€ BbIBEIM HE Cakeld, a TOHKOW MOJIOCKOM 3aCOX-

I1Ieil KPOBH.
IEPBOE MM$ HE IIPUHAJIJTEZKUT MEPTBBIM.



[Mon HagnvchIo Jiexkana cepeOpsiHast MyTrOBUIIA.

Bropas.

Bepa nossana Kasna.

OH 10/r0 CMOTpEJT Ha CTOJ, 3aTEM OCTOPOKHO B35LJT ITyTOBULLY
Y TIEPEBEPHYI €€.

Ha oGpartHo#t cTopoHe ObUTH BBITPABUPOBAHBI 1BE OYKBHI.

C.29.

— Cepaduna DitpBeHckasi, — npoiienTaia Bepa.

Kasn nokauasn royioBoi.

— Her.

— Onsarp?

— 9TO He €€ UHULIUAJIBI.

OH nogHEC MyroBuIly K CBETY.

— CepaduHa HUKOT/Ia HE HOCUJIA TaKKE 3aCTEKKU. S MOMHIO
e€ matbs. [TomHio ykparenus. [ToMHIO KOJbIla, KOTOpbIe OHA
HaJleBasa, Korja Iuia K KOpoJio.

— Torma 4ybM 3TO MHULUAIIBI?

Kasi ve orBeTui.

OHn cmoTpesn Ha OyKBBI TaK, CJIOBHO OHU OBbUTH ABEPHIO, 32 KO-
TOPOM €ro /110 He4TO ropasao Oojee CTpairHOe, YeM CMEPTh.

— Kasn?

— 41 He 3Haw0.

OH MoK MYTOBUILY HA CTOJ.

— Ho s 3Hat0, r1€ MBI MOXEM HAalTU OTBET.

—IT'ne?

Kasn mocMoTpesn B CTOPOHY OKHa.



3a pekoii, Ha IPOTUBOIIONIOKHOM Oepery, JieKasl CTapblid ro-
pon, KOTOporo He ObUIO HY Ha OIHOM KapTe DiipBena. ['opon, Ky-
Jla He 3aXOJIMJIM 5KMBbIE U OTKY/Ia HE BO3BPAIAINCH MEPTBbIE.

— B apxuBe xpanureneil, — cka3ai oH. — Eciu oH elng cy-
IIECTBYET.

Bepa nocmorpesia Ha TEMHYIO BOLY.

— A eciu Het?

Kasn B3 e€ 3a pyky.

— Torpa OyemM ucKarthb Aajiblie.

Omna cxaJia ero najbupl.

Briepebie 3a rog Bepa cHOBa modyBCTBOBajia CTpax MeEpen
HEU3BECTHOCTHIO.

Ho Ha 310T pa3 cTpax He 3aCTaBiIsl €€ OTCTYIATh.

OH HanoMMHAJI, YTO BIEPEIU ECTh JOPOra.

W 410 OHa emE He 3aKOHYMJIACh.

Hagepxy 1eBouKa BO CHE IPOM3HECIA CIIOBO, KOTOPOI'O HUKTO
HE YCTIbIIIAT.

Tpu KpacHBIX y3J1a Ha €€ 3aMsCThe 3aATSHYJIUCD.

A B 1a€KOM ropozie, KOTOporo He CyniecTBOBaJIO Ha KapTax,
3a3BOHUJI KOJIOKOJL.

OH 3BOHWJI TIO UMEHH, KOTOPOE MUP YK€ Haual 3a0bIBaTh.

W ¢ kaxpIM yIapoM OflHa MOTMJIA CTAHOBUJIACH ITYCTOM.

I'naBa 2

Y1pom Bepa oOHapyxkuia, 4yto 3a0blia JMIO COOCTBEHHOM
MaTepu.

OHa noMHuUIa €€ pyKH — TOHKHUE, C KOPOTKO OCTPUKEHHBIMU



HortsiMu. [ToMHMIIA 3amax CyHI€HBIX TPaB, KOTOPHIMU MaTh Ha-
OvBasia MaJIeHbKUE TONOTHSIHBIE MeNIouky oT Monu. [lomHmma
r0JI0C, HETPOMKMUIA M Uy Th X PUILIOBATHII, OCOOEHHO M0 Beyepam,
KOI7Ia Ta YMTaJla € CKa3KH IIPY CBETE CBEYU.

Ho crouno Bepe nonbITarscs MpeACTaBUTH JIUIO, KAK MAMSTh
pacchlnanach Ha OT/Ie/IbHbIEe, HUKAK He CBSI3aHHbIE JPYT C IPyroM
JeTaiiu.

Cgemas npsap BOJIOC.

Tens y BUCKa.

Vnp16ka, KOTOpyI0 OHa He MOTJIa BOCCTAHOBUTH HEJTMKOM.

Bepa cuzena Ha Kpaio KpoBaTH, CKMMasi B JIAJJOHSIX CTapyio
(pororpacuio, HaliIeHHYI0 Cpeiu Bellel, KOTOpble MpUBe3Jia U3
HUKHEro ropoaa. Ha cHuMKe OHa cTosiia psiioM € KEeHIMHOUN B
TéMHOM I1aThe. JKeHmuHa ooHuMaa e€ 3a mieun, a Bepa, co-
BCEM MaJIeHbKasi, CMOTpeJsia B OOBbEKTUB C BHIPAKEHHEM UelloBe-
Ka, KOTOPOMY TOJIbKO UTO 3alPETUJIU JIE3Th B Uy:KOM IIKad.

Ot0 ObLIa €€ MaTh.

Bepa 3Ha1a 310 Tak ke TOYHO, KaK 3Hajla COOCTBEHHOE UMHI.

U BCE ke Mo KeHIUHbI Ha oTorpadur Kazaaoch YyKUM.

— Her, — npoienrana oHa.

CnoBO MpO3BYYAsIO CIUIIKOM I'POMKO B YTPEHHEW THIIIMHE.

Bepa nposena masbiieM no Kpaio cHUMKa. bymara Obiia cra-
PO, YroJKy MOTEMHENH, HO U300pakeHne COXPaHUIIOCh XOPO-
mo. Hukakoil Marum, HUKakuX cepeOpsiHbIX HUTEW, HUKAKUX
CJIE/IOB BMEIIIATEIbCTRA.

Tonbko mycToTa Tam, rae A0JKHA OblIa HAXOAUTHCS MaMSITh.



OHa BcrioOMHMIIA BUEpalllHee MPUKOCHOBEHHE K JIEBOUYKE. be-
Jyl0 KOMHaTy. IBepb C Tpemsl KpacHbIMHU y3jamu. /KeHIuHY,
ymosisiinyto Kasna He 3a6uparh pe6éHka. Masiburka ¢ qepeBsiH-
HOMH JIOIIAIKOM.

U cobcTBeHHOE UYBCTBO, OYTO KTO-TO BBIPBAJT U3 €€ TOJIOBBI
CJIOBO, KOTOPOE OHA ITOYTH YCIIENIa ITPOU3HECTH.

Bepa yOpana ¢otorpaduio B SIIuK.

Ona He cobupasiack pacckasbiBaTh Kasnmy o ciyuumsiiemct,
MOKa He TIONUMET, YTO UMeHHO TepsieT. OH 1 6e3 TOro cMoTpen
Ha JIEBOUKY TaK, CJIOBHO MHITAJICS pa3MIsIeTh 3a €€ JIUIIOM CO0-
CTBEHHYIO BUHY.

A Bepa ciMiikoM xopolio 3Hajia, K yeMmy npuBogut Kasmnosa
BUHA.

K noneiTkam BCE UCTIPABUTD.

K pemenusiM, KOTOpble OH MPUHUMAJ 32 APYTHUX.

K xepTBam, KOTOpPbIX HUKTO HE MPOCUJI IPUHOCHUTD.

B s10T pa3 oHa He cobupanack MO3BOJIUTH €My MPEBPATUTH
YyKYIO JKU3Hb B OUEPEIHYIO PaCILIaTy 3a MPOLUIOE.

JleBOUKY 3BaJIM HUKAK.

[lo kpaiiHell Mepe, IMEHHO Tak OHa OTBeTWJa, korna Bepa
crpocuiia 00 3TOM 32 3aBTPAKOM.

— Ouenb yno6Ho, — 3ameTiia Bepa, cTaBs nepeq Heit yariky
MOJIOKA. — 3HAYHUT, €CIH I 3aX04y TeOsl T03BaTh, MHE MPUIETCS
CBUCTETb?

— Mosxenb npuaymMaTb MHE UMsS.

— A ecnu 51 BRIOEpY UTO-HUOYIb yKacHoe?



JHeBouka noxaJa riedamu.

— Torpa s Gymy ykacHO¥M JEBOYKOU C y)KACHBIM UMEHEM.

Kasy, cuaeBummi y okHa, OJHSJI rOJIOBY.

— He HyXHO npuIyMBIBaTh €1 UMH.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Hero.

— Ilouemy?

— [loromy 4TO MBI HE 3HAEM, UTO MTPOU3BOUET.

— Eciu Thl HafieebCs, YTO OHA OAHAXK bl BCIOMHUT €0 Ca-
Ma, TO, KQXKETCsl, Mbl YK€ BBISICHWIN: NIAMATh €1 HE IOMOXKET.

— 41 He 310 UMen B BULY.

— A ut0?

Kasn 3amomnyait.

JleBouka HaOMOAANA 32 HUMU, ISPk YaIllKy 00eUMU PyKaMHU.

— OH Oourtcs, — cKa3ajia oHa.

Kasr meyieHHO oBEpHYJICS K HEM.

— 41 He GoroCh.

— bowumbcs.

— TeOe He ciemyeT rTOBOPUTH O TOM, YETO Thl HE TIOHNMAEIIIb.

— A Tte0e He ciieyeT IPUTBOPSTHCS, YTO Thl IOHUMAEIIb BCE.

Bepa eziBa 3aMeTHO YJIbIOHYJ1aCh.

— MHe oHa HaYMHAET HPABUTHCA.

— 9TO TPEBOXKHBIN NPU3HAK, — CYXO OTBETHJI Kasi.

JleBouka IoCMOTpesa Ha HEro ¢ TAKUM UCKPEHHUM YIUBIIE-
HUEeM, 4To Bepa He BeiAepkala U paccMesiach.

Ha MraoBeHue KyxHsi CHOBa CTaja OOBIYHOHM KyXHel. 3a OK-
HOM IIIyMeJIa peKa, Ha CTOJIE OCTBIBAJI Yal, a TPOE JIIOJEU CIIOPH-



JIM O TOM, KaK oOpaiarbcsi K peOEHKY, KOTOPBIA, BO3MOXHO, HE
MPUHA/IJIEKAT ITOMY BPEMEHHU.

3areM JeBOYKa MOCTaBWIIA YAIlIKY.

— ¢ TOMHIO €eIlIE KOe-4YToO.

Bepa niepecraiia yibioaThbcsl.

— Yt0 uMeHHO?

— Mama roBopuiia, 4To UMsi — 3TO HE CJIOBO. DTO ABEPb.

Kasn Bompsimusics.

— Korma ona tebe 310 ckazana?

— He 3Haro.

— Tbl NIOMHMUIIIB, IJIe HAXOAWJIACH?

— B komHare ¢ 3epkanamu. Tam Ob110 0OYeHb X0M0qHO. Mama
Jepkaja MeHs 32 pyKy U BeJjesa He MPOU3HOCUTh CBOE UMs, 1a-
K€ eCJI KTO-HUOYb TIOMPOCHT.

— Tlouemy?

JleBouka mocMoTpesia Ha COOCTBEHHOE 3aIlsICThe.

Tpu KpacHbIX y371a O] KOkKeW CTaau YyTh TEMHEE.

— IloTOMY 4TO OH YCHBIIIIHT.

— K10? — cnipocuna Bepa.

JeBouka moaHsJIa IJiasa.

— TorT, KTO XUBET B UMEHAX.

Kasn pe3ko Becran. CTys ¢ rpoxoToM OMPOKHUHYJICS HA TOJL.

— XBaTwur.

JleBouka B3pOrHyJia, HO HE OTBeJIa B3IJIsAA.

— Thl 3Ha€I1Ib, O KOM S TOBOPIO.

— Her.



— 3Haellb.

— 4 ckazan — xBarut!

Ero rosoc ymapui mo KOMHaTe, 3aCTaBUB 3apOkKaTh CTEKJIA
B OKHax.

Bepa MraHoBeHHO NOJIHSIACH.

— Kasn.

OH cMoTpes Ha JICBOYKY, M B €ro Ij1a3ax ObUIO HEYTO, Yero
Bepa He Buziena gaxe nepeq mociieHe 1Bephlo.

He cTpax cmepru.

Crpax BOCIIOMUHAHMSI.

Kasn cjioBHO y3HA HEUTO, Yero He XOTesl 3HaTh, U TeNeph OT-
YasHHO TIBITAICA YOeauTh ce0sl, 9To OImmocs.

Bepa nonoxuina pyky emy Ha IUIeUO.

— IlocmoTtpu Ha MeHs.

OH He oTpearupoBal.

— Kaan, nocMotpu Ha MeHsI.

MenyienHo, OynTo BRIOUpAsiCh U3 TIIyOOKOU BOJIbI, OH TOBEP-
HYJI TOJIOBY.

— MBm1 He OyaeM HUYero JieyiaTh, oKa He MOMMEM, YTO TIPo-
UCXOIUT, — cKazasna Bepa. — Tbl cbImmii.?

— Jla.

— W TH He cTaHens MPUHUMATD PellieHus 32 HaC 00OuX.

Ero yemocts HanpAniace.

— 1 He cobuparcs...

— Cobupancs. Tsl yxe Hava1.

Heckonbko cekyH1 OHM CMOTpeJTd IPYT Ha JIpyra.



[Torom Kasn oTBEN B3MISAA M OAHSIT CTYJL.

— Xopouio.

TO He OBIJIO COTJIACHEM.

Ho noka Bepe xBarasno u 3toro.

OHM TOKMHYJIM [IOM 4epe3 Jac.

JleBOouka HACcTOsIIa Ha TOM, YTOOBI MATH ¢ HuMH, U Kasn
HEOKUAAHHO HE CTasl BO3pakaTb. OH JIMIIb 3aCTaBWI €€ Ha-
JIeTh TEMIIOE NaJIbTO, KOTOpoe Bepa Hallia B crapoM CyHOyKe, U
HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOBEPHII, HE XOJOAHO JIU €H.

Bepa 3ameTrnina 310, HO HUYEro He CKa3aa.

3a nocyeanue Mecsipl Kasnm Hayuuiicst mposiBiisiTh 3a00Ty O6e3
IpOMKHX obelianuid. IHOT/1a OH BCE eIng mbITajcs 3aluTUTh e
OT JII0OOM OMACHOCTH, HO TeTiephb XOTsI Obl CITPAIIMBAJI, HyKHA JIU
el MOMOIIIb.

He Bcerna.

OpHako mporpecc ObLJT OYEBH/ICH.

OHu 1M BJOJb PEKU, HAITPABJISSICh K CTAPOMY MOCTY Ha BO-
CTOYHOW OKpamHe ropona. Hebo 3atsHynmu cepwie oOnaka, Boaa
Kazasiach o4ty 4y€pHoil. Ha npyrom Gepery HaumHascs Jiec, 3a
KOTOPBIM KOI'JIa-TO MPOXOAWJIA FPAHUIIA BIAJCHUN DUPBEHCKON
KOPOHBI.

Io croBam Kasna, apxuB XxpaHuTeen HaXOAWICA 3a 9TOU rpa-
HULIEN.

[o coBam cTapbIx KapT, 3a Hel He ObUIO HMYEro, KpoMe 3a-
OpOIIICHHBIX JIEPEBEHDb 1 OOJIOT.

Io cnoBam Bepel, ecii MecTO HE OTMEUEHO HUA HA OIHOU Kap-



T€, 3TO €IlIE He MOBOJ CYUTATh €r0 UHTEPECHBIM.

Ho eciiu Kasn roBopuii, 4To TaM MOXKHO HAUTH OTBETHI, 3HA-
YUT, CTOUJIO MIPOBEPUTD.

— YT0 Takoe XpaHUTEIM? — CIpPOCUJIA OHA, KOrJa MOCT
OCTaJICs MO3aU.

— Jlrogu, KOTOpBIE CIAEANUIIN 32 TPAHULIEN MEKAY KUBBIMUA U
MEPTBBIMU.

— To ecTb 4TO-TO BpOAE CTpaXu?

— Ckopee, OubIMoTeKapu.

— To1 certuac ceppE3HO?

— AOGCOIOTHO.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha Hero ¢ Nogo3peHueM.

— W oHu XpaHWIu KHUTU?

— HNwmena. Ilocnegnue cnosa. BocnomuHaHus, KOTOpbIE HE
JIOJKHBI ObLTM UCYe3HYTh. VIHOT]a — 11eJIble JKU3HHU.

— 3BYYMT Kak padoTa, OT KOTOPOH 51 Obl YBOJIWJIACH B IEPBbIiA
K€ JEHb.

— [NosToMYy THI HUKOT/IA HEe ObLIa X PAHUTEJIEM.

— 41 u He cobupaace.

JleBouKa 1112 MeX/ly HUMHU, BHUMATEJIbHO paccMaTpuBast Jie-
peBbsi. IHOr1a OHa MpoBOAMIIA MATBLIAMU IO KOPE, CJIOBHO y3HA-
BaJIa 3HAKOMbBIE MPEAMETHI, HO HE MOIJIa BCHOMHUTD, OTKY/1A MX
3HaET.

— A Tb1 ObLT XpaHuTeeM? — cnpocuia oHa y Kasna.

OH poiro He OoTBeyall.

— Her.



— Ho 181 3HaMI HX.

— Jla.

— U oGeman BepHyTHCA.

Kasn ocranoBuiics.

Bepa toxe ocTaHOBUIIACh, XOTs €l OUeHb XOTEJIOCh MPOJOJI-
KUTb MYTh U CAEJIATh BUJI, YTO OHA HUYETO HE CIIbIIIAIA.

— Kowmy s obeman? — cnpocu oH.

JleBouka 3aymManach.

— MHe.

— Korpga?

— JIo TOro, Kak ThI CTAJI 11aJIJauOM.

Kasi noGnenuert.

— OTO HEBO3MOKHO.

— Tlouemy?

— Tlotomy uTto 51 poauics B DitpeeHe. 1 ciayxui npu ABope
DnBapna. S HUKorAa He MOKKAal KOPOJIEBCTBO A0 3aKJIIOUEHUsT
JIOrOBOpA.

JleBouka MocMOTpesia Ha Hero MOYTH C KaJIOCThIO.

— Tbl HIOMHHUIIIB TO, YTO CAYYUIIOCH TIOCIIE.

— A yT0 OBLTO 10?

— ThI 320b111.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak BHYTPU MOJAHUMAETCS pa3ipaxke-
HUE.

— INocnymmaii, — cka3ajia OHa, IpUCEB Mepej AeBOYKOM, UTO-
OBl OKa3aThCsl C HEW Ha OJJHOM ypOBHe. — I IOHMMAIO, YTO ThI
HE MOXeEIIIb PaccKa3arb HaM BCE. BO3MOXKHO, Thl cama He 3Haelllb



Bcex orBeToB. Ho eciim MbI coOmpaeMcs Tede oModb, HaM HY K-
HbI XOTh Kakue-To (pakThl. He 3aragku. He Haméku. PakThl.

JleBOUKa KMBHYJIA.

— Xoporio.

— YTO THI MOMHUIIIb O MECTE, IJIe Mbl HANIEM apXUB?

— Tawm Het nBepen.

Bepa 3akpbuia rmasa.

— KoneuHo.

— Ho ectpb okHa.

— Pagymeercs.

— U ecu mocMOTpeTh B HUX, MOKHO YBUJIETh T€X, KTO 3a0bLT
TeOs1.

Bepa Bbimpsimuiiace.

— Vxe snydnie. A Kak Tyga Ionacrs?

JleBouka MocMoTpesa Ha PeKy.

— HyxHo niepeiiTi Ha Apyrou Geper.

— MBbl yxe nepenuin.

— He stoT Geper.

Omna yka3zaja BHU3 110 TEYEHUIO, TyJa, A€ PeKa yXOIua B JIEC
Y CKpbIBAJIaCh 32 XOJIMAMHU.

— Tor, KoTOpOro HET.

K nonymHio oHr 06pasch 10 3a0pOIIeHHOTO TIOCEICHUS.

Ha crappix kaprax oHO HasbiBaJloch BenpxonbMm, HO Kasn
yTBEpKJaJl, YTO TAaKOTO Ha3BaHWS HUKOIAA HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.
Bepa He crana cnoputs. 3a nocjaeqHuil Tog OHa yoeauiach, 9to
reorpagusi DiipBeHa Obl1a He CTOJBKO HAYKOH, CKOJIBKO BOITPO-



COM JIOTOBOPEHHOCTU MEX]1y *KUBBIMH, MEPTBBIMU U TEMH, KTO
HE XOTeJT OIPeeSIThCS.

[Tocenenue cocTosno U3 AecsTka KaMeHHBIX TOMOB. Kpsiiiu
MPOBAJIMIIMCh, OKHA 3WSJIM MYCTOTOM, a y3KHE YJIMIIBI 3apOCiU
TpaBor. Ha miomaam cTosit KoJozel, 3aKPbIThIN TSKETON Ke-
JIE3HOU KPBILIKOU.

Hwu onHoM nTUIIbL.

Hu onHOro HacekomMoro.

Haxe Betep 3aech OynTo 3a0bLT, KaK TBUTATHCSI.

Bepa ocraHoBuiacek y nepBoro joma.

— 3nech KTO-HUOY/Ib KU?

— Korga-to, — orBeTi1 Kasi.

— A notrom?

— HIx 3a0p111.

— Beex?

OH KUBHYI.

JleBouka moaoIuia K KOJOAIY Y MOJIOXKUIIA JTaOHb Ha Keje3-
HYIO KPBIIIIKY.

— 3Aech HAUUHAJICS MY Th.

Kasnm MrHOBeHHO OKazaJics psAAoOM.

— He tporaii.

Omna yOpana pyky.

— Tlouemy?

— [lotomy 4TO MBI HE 3HAeM, UTO TOJ HEeW.

— 41 3Har0.

— Toraa oObsICHH.



JleBouka ocMoTpesia Ha Hero.

— Boga.

— B komoaue?

— Her. BHugy.

Bepa nononuia 6mvke.

Ha kene3Hoil KpbllliKe ObUTH BHITPABUPOBAHBI CJIOBA, TIOUTH
créprble pkaBuMHOM. OHa npucesa, MpoBesia NajabLaMu IO IO-
BEPXHOCTHU U NOMbITAJIACh pa300paTh HA/IMKCh.

HE IIE! 13 TOT'O, YTO IIOMHMUT TEBA.

— OueHb ToCTeNPUUMHO, — MPOOOPMOTATIA OHA.

Kasn nocrain u3 kapmana HeOOIbIION (pOHAPH M OCBETUJI Kpast
KPBILIKH.

— Ilomoru mHe.

Bwmecre onn otoaBuHymum e€. Merasul 3acKpexerasl 10 KaMHIO,
Y U3 KOJIOALA MAaXHYJIO XOJIOI0M — HE CBIPOCTHIO Y HE THWJIBIO,
a YEM-TO CyXMM M APEBHUM, CJIOBHO BO3yX U3 JABHO 3alIEpPTOro
CKJIena.

BHu3y neiicTBUTENBHO OBLIA BOZA.

Omna nexana HeMOABUKHOM YEPHOW MOBEPXHOCTBIO, XOTS 1O
HEE OCTaBAJIOCh HE MEHBIIIE IECATA METPOB.

Bepa Harnpasuia cBet (poHaps BHU3.

Ha MraoBsenue ey nokasajioch, 4TO BOJIa OTPakaeT He KOJOo-
JIe11, a OrPOMHOE 3BE3HOE HeOO.

3areM OTpaxkeHUE U3MEHWIIOCH.

Bepa yBuzena cobcTBeHHOE JIHIIO.

Mononoe, 6negHoe, ¢ TEMHBIMUA KPYraMu O I1a3aMH.



Ho orpaxeHnue ynpioanoch.

Bepa He ynbiOanace.

OHa oTmaTHyJ1aCh.

— 3akpouTe, — Pe3KO CKaszaja OHa.

Kasn HemenyieHHO orycTuil KphIlKy. Meraut yrapuics o Ka-
MEHb, U CTPAHHOE OIIYIIIEHHAE UCYE3IIO.

JleBOUKa CTOs1JIa HENOJABUKHO.

— OH y3HaJ1 Te0s1, — MpollenTaia OHa.

Bepa nosepHysach kK Heu.

— Kro?

— ToT, KTO )KMBET B UMEHAaX.

— 51 tymana, OH yC/IBILIIUT, €CJIA Mbl TPOM3HECEM TBOE UMSI.

— ITO TOXKE MpaB/a.

— A 4ro0 ewg npasaa?

JleBouka MocMoTpesia Ha 3aKPbIThIN KOJIOAELI.

— OH 3HaeT, YTO Thl UILEINIb ET0.

Bepa mMenieHHO BBIAOXHYA.

— IIpekpacHo. 3HauuT, TENEPh HAC IBOE.

— Her, — cka3zana eBoyka.

— Y0 3HauuT — Het?

— OH uckaj Teds ropaszio JOJIbIIE.

Bepa xorena 3agath eme onuH Borpoc, Ho Kasn Bapyr cxsa-
TUJI €€ 32 PYKY.

— Ham HyXxHO yX0onuTb.

— Ilouemy?

OH He oTBeTUJI.



BmecTto 3Toro nocMoTpen Ha Jopory, o KOTOpOM OHU IMpH-
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B KOHIIE y/IHILIBI CTOSIT YETIOBEK.

Bricokuii, Xyo#, B INTMHHOM cepoM MaibTo. Ero juiio ob10
CKPBITO KAITIOIIIOHOM, a PyKU — repyaTkaMu. OH He JABUTajcs,
HE TBITAJICS PUOIM3UTHCS, TPOCTO HAOMIONAT 32 HUMH.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, KaK MO CIUHE MPOoOeskal XOJOI.

— 310 KTO?

Kasn orycruit e€ pyky U marHyJs Boepen.

— Ilokaxure nuio.

Hesnakomel HaKJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— Kasn Beiip, — npousHéc oH.

['onoc ObLT HErPOMKHM, TIOUTH JIACKOBBIM.

— Tl HAKOHEL BEPHYJICA.

— 41 He 3Ha10 Bac.

— Pazymeertcs. Tbl Belb He MOMHUIIIb Jake TOro, KOMy 00e-
11aJT BEPHYThCHL.

Bepa nocrana HOX.

— Emgé omun modutens 3aragok. CerogHsi y Hac mpsMo
MIPA3/IHUK.

Hesnakomerl moBepHyJICS K HEM.

— Bepa Screns.

OHa 3amepra.

— OTKyaa Bbl 3HaeTe MOE uMsi?

— 51 3Ha1 ero 40 TOro, Kak Thl POJMJIACH.

— Toria BaM I0/KHO OBITH U3BECTHO, UTO 51 HE JIIOOJTIO HE3HA-



KOMIIEB, KOTOpbIE 3HAIOT 000 MHE OOJIbIIe, YeM 5 caMa.

— 9TO pa3yMHO.

OH CHSsUT KaITIOIIIOH.

JIuiio okazasnock COBEPIIEHHO OObIYHBIM. MyX4MHa JIEeT Tisi-
THJIECATH, ¢ OJIeHON KOXeH, CeJIbIMH BOJIOCAMU M YCTAJIBIMU
rnazamu. Hu 4€pHBIX MPOBAjOB BMECTO 3PAayKOB, HU LIPAMOB,
HU CJIE[JOB Maruu.

Ho Bepa cpa3zy 3ameruiia gpyroe.

Ona He MorJIa 3alIOMHUTb €T0 JIULIO.

Ctounio OTBECTH B3IJISL, KAK YEPThI PACIUIBIBAINCH B TAMSTH.
OHa cHOBa cMOTpesia Ha MY)KYMHY, TbITAsICh ONMPEAETUTh LIBET
ero rias, (popmy Hoca, JIMHUIO MOA00PO/IKA, HO BCE UCUYe3allo, He
YCIEB 3aKPENUTHCS.

— K10 BHI? — cnipocuiia oHa.

— ApxuBapuyc.

Kasn nanpsres.

— ApXuB XpaHUTENEN 3aKPHIT.

— JIns TeX, KTO HIOMHHUT AOPOTY.

— A 14 TeX, KTO €€ 3a0bu1?

My:x4uHa yabIOHYJICS.

— JLJIst HUX OH OTKPBIT BCET/a.

OH nocMoTpelt Ha IEBOYKY.

W BriepBbie 32 BCE BpeMsi Ha €ro JIMIE NOSIBUJIOCh HACTOSIIIEe
BbIpaKEHNE — HE y/AUBJIEHUE, HEe Pa/loCTh, a IyOOKas Mevaib.

— ThI BBIpOCHA.

HeBouka caenana mar Hazas.



— Her.

— 1 moMHIO, KaKO! THI ObLIA.

— He rosopure Tax.

— Marnenbkast 1eBouka B OesioM ruiatbe. CepeOpsiHbie BOJIO-
Chl, YEpPHBIE I71a3a. Tpu KpacHBIX y3j1a Ha 3aIsCTheE.

OH npoM3HEC KaXA0€ CJIOBO C OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, CIIOBHO 00-
SUICSI IPUIUHUTD €il O0JTb.

— Tol cuaena y OKHa U kJasa, Korjaa opar BEpHETCS IOMOIA.

JleBouKa 3aKpblia yIu JIAJAOHSIMU.

— 3amomnuure!

ApxuBapuyc 3aMo4all.

Ho 6bu10 11031HO.

Kpachble y3i1bl Ha €€ 3arscThe Ha4aIi KPOBOTOUYUTD.

Kasn 6pocuiics k Heid, OTHAKO JeBOYKA OTIIATHYJIACH.

— He Tporai1 mens!

OH ocTaHOBWJICS.

— 1 He nmpuumHIO TeOe Bpena.

— Thl yxe npuunHm!

Ee ronoc coppasncs.

— To1 oGeran!

Kasn crosin HenoBUKHO, HE MBITasCh ONPABIATHCS.

Bepa BriepBble yBuiena, Kak OH BBIIJISIIUT, KOTAA HE MOXET
MIPEIOKUTD HY 3aIUThI, HA OOBSICHEHH I, HY JIaXKe MOTMBITKY UC-
IIPABUTh CUTYALUIO.

[TpocTo yenoBeK, KOTOPHIN He IIOMHHUT COOCTBEHHOTO o0Oela-
HUSI.



JleBouka OnmycTuIach Ha KOJIEHHU.

Bepa TyT e okazanach psiioM, OOHsiIa e€ 3a IJIeYr U ITprxKa-
na k cede. Ta npoxkana, yTKHYBIIHCH JIMIIOM B €€ MaJIbTo.

— Bcé xopoio, — tuxo ckazana Bepa.

— Her.

— 41 3na0.

— OH 3a0bLT MeHS.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

OH He oTBEN M1a3.

— Jla, — orBetriia Bepa. — Ho 310 e1e He 3HauuT, 4YTO MBI
HE CMOXEM Y3HaTb MPaBLY.

ApxuBapuyc TepHearBo k/ajl, OKa JAeBOYKa YCIIOKOUTCS.

Korna oHa HakoHell MOJHSJIA TOIOBY, OH MPOTSHYJ €1 PYKY.

— Iloupém. TBoM 10M BCE enie CylecTByeT.

— I'ne?

MyxuuHa yKa3ajl Ha KOJIOJEIl.

— Ilo Ty cTOpOHY BOABI.

Bepa menyieHHO OgHAIACS.

— BbI X0TUTE CKa3aTh, YTO APXUB HAXOIUTCS Ha JHE?

— Her. Kononernn — numib BXo[I.

— A BpIxXOa?

ApxuBapuyc OCMOTpPEJI Ha HEE.

— 3aBHUCHT OT TOTO, YTO BB 3a0yJieTe 10 JIopore.

Bepa ycmexHynace.

— A BBI BCErjJia Tak pa3roBapuBaere?

— Tosnbko ¢ TeMH, KTO 33JaET MPABUIIbHBIE BOPOCHI.



— Torna s 3agam eme onuH. YTo CIIyIuTCs, €U Mbl HE BOK-
neM?

ApxuBapuyc Ha MTHOBEHUE 33 TyMaJICS.

— Hwuuero ocobenHoro. Bel BepHETECH JOMOM, TPUTOTOBUTE
yXKWH, JISDKETe CraTh. 3aBTpa MPOCHETeCh U 3a0yaere, 4To KO-
rJa-T0 BCTPEYaM 3Ty JIEBOUKY.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK BHYTPHU BCE CHKAJIOCH.

— A norom?

— IMoTom BbI 3a0yaeTe, 4TO y Bac ObLIa MaTb.

OHa nepecrana Jplars.

ApxuBapuyc IPOAOIIKUI TEM ke CIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Kaasn 3a0yzer, uro korma-mmoo moow Bac. [leBouka 3a0y-
JIET, YTO XOTeJIa )KUTh. A OHAXK/IbI BBl 00a IIPOCHETECH U HE CMO-
JKeTe BCIIOMHUTD, 3a4eM OCTaJIMCh BMECTe.

Kasn marnyn k Hemy.

— Ecnu Bl TpOHETE €€ MaMATh. ..

— 4 Hudero He Tporai, — nepedus apxuBapuyc. — S b
MOKA3bIBAIO0 BAM, UTO YK€ MPOUCXOIUT.

OH nocmotpen Ha Bepy.

— Tsl MOXerIb yiuTd. 1O TBOM BHIOOP. HO ecnu xouerns co-
XPaHUTH TO, YTO JIOOUIIb, TPUAETCS y3HATD, [IOUEMY MUP HaYa
3a0bIBATh MEPTBBIX.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha konozen.

Ha Kasna.

Ha neBouky, KoTopast He MOMHUJIa COOCTBEHHOTO UMEHHU.

Omna BCcoMHMIIA JIMIIO MaTepu Ha (poTorpapuu — WiId, TOY-



Hee, MYCTOTY, KOTOpasi OCTaslach Ha ero Mecre.

Teneps Bepa noHumaa, 4To TepseT He MPOCTO BOCIIOMUHA-
HUSI.

Ona TepsiTla BO3MOXHOCTh JIOKa3aTh camoi cebe, 4to eé
JKU3Hb JIEMCTBUTENIHHO MPUHAJIEekKAIA el.

— Kak Ham nonacts BHyTpb? — CITPOCHIIA OHA.

ApxuBapuyc yJIbIOHYIICS.

— Ouenb npocro.

OH nopomen K KOJOAY M MOJIOXKUJ JIAAOHb HA KEJIE3HYIO
KPBIIIKY.

— HazoBute 10, 4TO OGOUTECH 3a0BITh.

Kasn nocmorpen Ha Bepy.

OHa B3s171a €10 3a PyKy.

— 41 6oroch 3a0BITH CBOIO MaTh, — CKa3aja Bepa.

BHyTpu KOOAI1a 4TO-TO TJIYXO yAapUIIO.

— $] 6orock 3a0bITh, KEM OBLT 4O TOrO, Kak CTaJl IMajiadom, —
npousHéc Kai.

Bopna nop KphIIIKOM 3a11eBenIach.

JleBouKa MOIHSIACH C KOJIEH.

Omna gonro Mosyasa, Iisiiss Ha CBOM 3aIlsICThs.

— ¢ 6orock 3a0BITh, UTO KOIIa-TO ObLIA XKMBA.

Kosopner conpornysncs.

JKene3Has KpbllliKa MeJJIEHHO CIBUHYJIACh caMa COOOM.

BHu3y, BMecTo 4€pHOW BObI, OTKPBUIACH JIECTHHUIIA, YXOMs-
masi B OeckoHeuHylo TyOnHy. Ha kaxoi cryneHu ropena ma-
JIeHbKasi cBeva. VX cBeT oTpakasics B CT€HaX, MOKPBITHIX ThICS-



YaMU UMEH.

HekoTtopbie ObUM BHIpE3aHbl B KAMHE.

Jlpyrve HanrcaHbl KPOBBIO.

A HEKOTOpble UCYe3aIM IPSIMO Ha IJla3ax.

ApxuBapuyc OTCTYIIJI B CTOPOHY.

— Jlo6po mokasnoBarh B apXMB X paHUTEIEH.

Bepa nocmotpena BHU3.

— W 4ro tenepsb?

My:x4rHa BIiepBbI€ 32 BECh JIEHb YJIBIOHYIICS MO-HACTOSIIIEMY.

— Teneps, Bepa dcrens, Bam IpeACTONT HAUTU UM$, KOTOPOE
HEJIb351 IPOU3HOCUTb.

JleBouka Kpemnye cxajia €€ pyKy.

A T1e-To TiyOO0KO 1o 3eMJIEN pa3iajics 3BOH KOJIOKOJIA.

OpuH ynap.

Bropon.

Tpetuid.

N nocne tpersero Kasin Bapyr nosepHyJics k Bepe.

OH cmoTpen Ha He€ ¢ UICKPEHHUM 3aMELIATEILCTBOM.

— IlIpocrure, — cka3an oH. — Mbl 3HaKOMBI?

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KAk €ro najblbl OcIaliu B €€ pyKe.

OHa 3HaJ1a 3TOT B3I,

OH He urpan.

OH J1efiCTBUTEILHO HE TIOMHUIL.

WM BniepBble ¢ MomeHTa ux Bcrpeun Kasn Beilp cmorpen Ha
HEE KaK Ha HE3HAKOMKY.

I'maBa 3



[IpocTtute, Mbl 3HAKOMBI?

Bepa He cpasy noHsuia, yro uMeHHO ycnbimana. Cioa Kas-
JIa TIPO3BYYaJIM COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIKHOBEHHO — 0e3 HaCMEIIIKH,
6e3 MPUTBOPHOTO yAMUBJIEHUs, O3 TOW XOIOAHOU BEXKIUBOCTH,
32 KOTOPOU OH NOPOM npsitan pazapaxeHre. OH cMOTpes Ha Hee
TaK, KaKk CMOTPSAT Ha HE3HAKOMIIA, CJIy4allHO OKa3aBILIErocs psi-
JIOM B TECHOM KOPHJIOpE.

B ero miazax He ObUIO HU Y3HAaBaHUs1, HU CTpaxa.

ToIbKO HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Kasn, — npousnecna Bepa.

OH crierka HaxXMypHJICS.

— Bubi 3HaeTe Mo€ umsa?

Ona enBa He paccMmesutack. CMex NOAHSUICA K TOpPIy caMm
cOOON — pe3KWid, HeMPaBWIbHBINA, MOYTH OoJie3HeHHbIH. Emé
MI'HOBEHHE Ha3aJl OHa 00s1ach MOTEPSITh ero. Tenepb OH CTOSLT
niepes; Hel ¥ caM He 3HaJl, KOro oTepsi.

— 3Ha, — oTBeTHIa oHa. — U, K cokanieHHIo, JOCTaTOYHO
XOPOLIO.

Kasn mammHanpHO MOTSAHYJCS K MOSACY, IJIE€ paHbllle HOCUI
Meu. Tam HUuero He ObuT0. Ero nasbiibl 3aMepiv Ha MyCTon TKa-
HU, CJIOBHO TEJIO TIOMHWJIO MPHUBBIUKY, KOTOPYIO pa3yM OoJblIie
HE MOT OOBSICHUTb.

— I'ne MbI? — CrIpOCHIT OH.

— Ilon 3eminéit, — orBetusia Bepa. — B MecTe, KOTOpOro HeT
Ha Kapte. Mbl pUIlIv cloja BMecte. Thl caM COTIacHiICs.

— Tlouemy?



— Tlotomy 4rto ncuesarr uMmeHa. Iloromy yto 312 AEBOYKA
yTBEPKAAET, uTo Thl e€ Opat. [loTomMy 4TO KTO-TO CTHpaeT moaen
U3 NaMATH KUBbIX. M motomy 4ro. ..

Ona 3amornuaina.

[Toromy 4toO s OO0 TEOS.

[Nocnennue coBa OKa3alIvCh 3arepThl Ie-TO TIIyOOKO BHYT-
pu. Bepa Bapyr uciyraiach, 4TO, IPOM3HECH UX, MOTEPSIET HE
Tonpko Kasna, Ho 1 caMo 4yBCTBO — OY/ITO OHO TOKE MPUHA/-
JIeKaJo STOMY CTPAHHOMY apXWBY M MOTJIO ObITh BBIYEPKHYTO
BMECTE C UMEHEM.

— Ilotomy uTO s monpocusa Tedst MOWTH CO MHOM, — 3aKOH-
Y1JIa OHA.

Kasn nocmorpen Ha He€ BHUMATETIbHEE.

— W g cornacwiica?

— Jla.

— 3HauuT, y Bac ObUIM BECKUE MPUUUHBI MHE TOBEPSITb.

Bepa omnycruna rnasa.

— beum.

OH ycablan nepemMeny B e€ rosoce. OHa 3ameTnsIa 310 1O
TOMY, KaK OH 4yTb MOJAJICS BIEPEN, OyATO XOTes CIPOCUTD eIl
yT0-10. HO 3aTem ero B3IJ1si/] CKOJIb3HYJI K JIECTHULIE, YXOIUBIIIEH
B IIIyOWHY KOJIOAIA, ¥ BOMPOC TaK M OCTAJICS HEBBICKA3aHHBIM.

JleBouka cTosjia HENOJAIEKY, pUXUMas pyku K rpyau. be-
JI0€ TUIaThe Ka3aJI0Ch CIIMIIIKOM YMCTBIM JJis 3TOro Mecra. Ha eé
3aI1sICThe TEMHEJIU TPU KPACHBIX Y3eJIKa.

— OH MeHs Toxe 3a0bLT? — CIPOCHIIA OHA.



Kasn noBepHysics K Hel.

— Botock, st BOOOIIE He TOHUMAIO, YTO MTPOUCXO/IHT.

— Thl oOeran BepHyThCSI.

— MHe xainb.

— Tol Bcerna Tak TOBOpHIIb, KOTJa He TIOMHHUII OOSIIAHHIA.

B 3THx crnoBax OBLJIO CTOJNBKO CTapoM, BBICTPAJAaHHOW OOU-
Ibl, yTO Bepa nmouyBcTBOBaia €€ o4ty (pusndecku. [JIeBouka He
r1akana. Kaxercs, oHa JaBHO nepecTalla pacCUMThIBATh Ha CIIE-
3bl.

Kasit orsén B3miAn.

— 41 He MOry U3BUHSATBLCS 32 TO, YETO HE MOMHIO, — MPOU3HEC
oH. — Ho mory Bbiciymiats Te0si. Eciu Thl pacckakelib, 4To s
clienall.

— A ecim s paccKaxy, Thl CHOBA 3a0y/IeTllb.

— Toraa pacckaxels eie pas.

JleBouka MeJJIEHHO ToKayasa rojioBOu.

— Twl He moHuMaenb. Kaxapiid pa3, Koraa Thl 3a0bIBacIllb,
YTO-TO UCYE3AET HABCET/IA.

— He Bce, — Bmemasacey Bepa.

Omna cama He 3HaJ1a, TOYEMY cKa3asa 310. Bo3MoxHO, mpocTo
HE MOIJIa BBIHECTU BBIPAXEHHUS JIMLA JAEBOYKH. BO3MOXKHO, XO-
TeJIa IOBEPUTh B COOCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA.

— Ecm Obl ucue3ano Bc€, Mbl Obl YK€ He CTOSUIN 31eCh, —
nponomkuia oHa. — Kasn 3a0bu1 MeHs1, HO 51 IOMHIO ero. Tel
MOMHMILIb CBOIO MaTb. MBI €I1I€ MOKEM UYTO-TO CHENATb.

— Iloka Moxenb, — TUXO OTBETHIIA JEBOYKA.



CrnoBa ypapwiu TouHee, yeM Bepa oxupaia.

Omna otBepHysach M nocMorpena Ha Apxusapuyca. Tor cro-
STy CTEHBI, CJIOKUB PYKU 3a CUHOM. Ero cepoe nmajabto He OT-
OpachiBajio TEHH, a JIUIO BBIMJISIENO Tak, Oy/ITO ero codpaiu us3
YepT, KOTOpble HEBO3MOKHO OIMUCATh MO OTAEIbHOCTH.

— Bui 3Ha1, 4TO 3TO CNMyunTCs? — crpocuia Bepa.

— 1 mpenynpexaan, 4To apXvB 3a0UpaeT MaMsTh.

— Bbl npeynpeskaanm, 4To Mbl MOKeM 3a0bITh €€, MOIO MaTh
Y MPUYMHBI, 110 KOTOPbIM Ipunuiv cioga. Ho He roBopuiiu, 4To
OH 3a0y/IeT MeHsI IIPSIMO Y BXOJIa.

— $1 He ToBOpMII, UTO 3TO MPOU3ONAET MOCTETIEHHO.

— QOuenb yao0HO.

ApxuBapuyc we oounencs. [1o kpaiineit mepe, Bepa He cmor-
JIa 3aMETUTh Ha €Tro JIUIE HUIero IMOX0KEero Ha OOuIy.

— Kosokon He 3BOHUT 0e3 MPUYMHBI, — MPOU3HEC OH. —
Tpu yaapa o3Ha4aloT, 4TO apXMB MOJYYWIJ MPABO MOTPeOOBAThH
uMs. Ub€ UMEHHO — 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, KTO MEPBbIM OTKJIMKHYII-
cAL.

— OH He OTKJIMKaJICs, — Pe3Ko ckazaa Bepa. — OH nipocto
yCJIbIIIAJ 3BYK.

— JlJ1s1 apxuBa 3TO OJJHO U TO XKe.

Kasn nepesén B3 ¢ ApxuBapuyca Ha Bepy.

— Kakoe ums on norpedoBan?

— Moé€, — oTBeTHJIa OHA.

— Her, — BO3pasuiia aeBoYKa.

Onu 06e moCcMOTpen Ha Hee.



— Konoxkon He 3Ban Bepy. OH 3Bai Te0s1, Opart.

Kasn nobnennesn.

Bepa 3amernna s3to cpa3y. IIpu Bceld cBoer pacTepsiIHHOCTU OH
HE MOT CKPBITh PEaKIIMK Ha CJIOBO «Opar». UTO-TO BHYTPH HEroO
OTKJIUKHYJIOCh — HE TIaMsITh, HO €€ OOJIE3HEHHBIN CTIe]l.

— Ilouemy? — cnpocuit OH.

— TloToMy 4TO ThI YK€ OJHAXbI OTAA CBOE UMSI.

ApxuBapuyc BriepBble nomeBenuics. OH MeIJIEeHHO MOBep-
HYJI TOJIOBY K JIEBOUKE.

— He roBopu 00 3TOM 371€Ch.

— [louemy? Boumibces, 4TO OH BCTOMHHUT?

— 41 6010Ch, YTO BCIOMHUT HE TO.

JleBouKa cikaJsia 3arsCThe TaK CUJIbHO, YTO KPACHbIE Y3€JIKU
BITUJIUCH B KOXKY.

— BwI Bce roBopute Tak, OyATO MpaBAa MPUHAMJIEKUT BaM.
Marb roBopuiia, 4YTO HeJlb3s1 IPOM3HOCUTH UMsl. OTel roBOpuII,
YTO HEKOTOPBIE UMEHA ONTACHEE CMEPTHU. A OH... — OHa MOCMOT-
pena Ha Kasna. — OH jake He OMHHUT, YTO CAEJIa)l CO MHOM.

— Ko TBOM oten? — cnpocuia Bepa.

JleBouKa OTKpbLIa POT, HO HE ITPOM3HECIIA HU 3BYKA.

E€ ryOb1 6e33ByUHO CIIOKUINCH B OJHO KOPOTKOE CIIOBO. 3a-
TEM OHA PE3KO 3aKpblla pOT U OTCTYNWJIA, CJIOBHO cama MCITyra-
Jlach CKa3aHHOIO.

Ha crene 3a €€ ciMHOM MCY€3/10 HECKOJIBKO MMEH.

OHu He cTepiuch MOCTENEHHO. ByKBBI TPOCTO MPOBAIMIIUCH
B KaMeHb, OCTAaBUB Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH TOHKHE YEPHBIE OOPO3JIBL.



W3 r1yOMHBI CTEHBI JOHECCS CYXOH IOPOX, MOXOKUH HA IIEJIECT
CTpaHMII.

ApxuBapuyc BbIPYrajcs.

— 41 xe npenynpexaan.

— Thl Ipeynpexaal 0 MHOTOM, — OTPbI3HYJIACh JAE€BOYKA.
— Ho Hukorga He roBopul, Kak CracTUCh.

— IloToMy 4TO criaceHue 3[1eCh BCEr/ia UMeeT LIEHY.

— A TbI 3HaelIb TOJBKO 1IeHbI!

[ocnenHee ci1oBO OTO3BAJIOCH 9XOM B IJTMHHOM KOPHUAOPE.

I'ne-To BHM3Y XJIONHY/IA IBEPb.

Bepa o6epnynack. Ha nectaurie, BeayIei u3 Kojioia, He Obl-
J10 HUKOTO0. M BCE ke OHa ycblllaia aru — Me/JIEHHbIE, TSKE-
Jible, mpuOIMXKaIyecs cHuzy. KTo-1o mogHuMalicsi K HUM IO
CTYMEHsIM, KOTOPBIX HE CYILIECTBOBAJIO €I1I€ MUHYTY Ha3ajl.

Kasn toxe ycabimmait.

OH Bcran mexay Bepoli 1 JIeCTHULIEH, XOTS HE 3Ha, KTO OHa
Takasi ¥ IoYeMy €€ HyKHO 3alUILAaTh.

DTOT JKECT OKa3aJcs CTpallHee ero 3a0BeHusl.

Teno noMHUIIO.

Pyku nomHwiy, Kyaa Bcrath. [1neun MOMHUIM, KaK 3aKPbITh
coOoit uyxoe Terno. Jlaxke masbipl MPaBoOll pyKU UyTh COTHYIIUCH,
TOTOBSICh CKATh PYKOSITb OPYXKHUSI.

— OroliguTe 3a MeHs1, — cKa3aJl oH Bepe.

Ona nocMoTpesa Ha ero CuHy.

— Thvl Begp MeEHd HE 3HAEIIb.

— DT0 He MelllaeT MHE Mpernosaratb, YTO BaM yrpoxaeT



OMACHOCTb.

— A eciu 4 onacHa?

Kasn 4yTh nmoBepHyI1 rojioBy.

— Toraa nocrapaioch OmMOUTHCS B Ballly MOJIb3Y.

Bepa 3amepna.

Koraa-To oH cka3ai e [ouTH To ke caMOe — B IPYIOM MECTe,
npu apyrux oocrosTenbcTBax. OHa HE MOIJIa BCIOMHUTH TOY-
HBIX CJIOB, HO IOMHWIA MHTOHaUMIO. [ToMHMIIa, Kak OH cMOTpes
Ha He€, Oy/ITO BIIEPBbBIE IMO3BOJIMI ceOe He 3HATh OTBETA.

Omna xoTesia KOCHYThCS €ro Iuieva.

He crana.

[loka OH HE MOMHMII €€, TPUKOCHOBEHUE MOIJIO OKA3aTbCsl HE
yTEIIEHUEM, 2 BTOP)KEHUEM.

Ilaru npexkpaTuincs.

Ha HukHel CTyneHu CTosul MajibuvK B TEMHOM ofexae. OH
ObLT Xy/IbIM, OJIETHBIM U JepKasl B pyKe JEPEBSHHYIO JIOIIAKY
¢ OOynMBIIIEHCS KpacHOW Kpackor. Ero BoJIOCH MpUIHAILIN KO
70y, a 6OChIe CTYITHU OCTABJISUIA HA KAMHE MOKPBIE CJIE/IBI.

Bepa y3Hauna ero cpasy.

Maubuuk, kotoporo Kasn koraa-to oraan BMecTe co CBOEH
cMepThio. Min ToT, KeM cTaia cMepTh ocie Toro, kak Kasm or-
KasaJicd OT He€. Bepa Tak M He MOHsAMA 4O KOHIA, YTO MMEHHO
OHa BHUJIeJa B MPOIILIbIA pas.

Ho Tenepb ManbuuK BbINISAIEN UHAYE.

Ha ero nuiie e ObuT0 TipekHeN aeTckoit neyanu. OH cMoTpen
Ha HUX C YCTAJOCTBIO CYILIECTBA, KOTOPOE CIIUIIKOM JIOJTO KAa-



JI0, TIOKA B3POCIIble HAKOHEI] IEPECTaHyT MPUTBOPSTHCS, UYTO BCE
elE€ MOT'YT UCIIPABUTb.

— Thl oAtk 320bUT, — cKazas oH Kasmy.

Kasn He orBetuit.

Manbuuk nepesén B3rsAL Ha Bepy.

— A THI OIIATH NIPUIILIA 32 TEM, UTO TeOe He TTPUHAJIJICKHT.

— Ecm T cobupaeliibcsi TOBOPUTH 3arajikamMu, y Hac yxe
€CTb CIelMaINCT, — cKa3aja Bepa, KuBHYB Ha ApxuBapuyca.
— B ouepenu Moxelb HE CTOATD.

Manburk He yIbIOHYIICS.

— Thl nymaernib, s myuy?

— Her. [ Hazewoch, 4TO ThI XOTSI ObI CIIOCOOEH TOBOPUTH TIPSI-
MO.

OH nocMOTpel1 Ha AePEBSHHYIO JIOMIAAKY U MPOBET MaJIblieM
10 €€ IJIaJKOM CITUHE.

— 4 Mory roBopuTh NpsAMO. TOJIBKO BBl BCE paBHO HE YCJIbI-
HINTE.

— Tompooyii.

Manpunk nomHsI ria3a Ha Kasna.

— Tbl OTAATT MHE CBOIO CMEPTh, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIa KUTh. [To-
TOM OT/AAJ €l YacTh TOTO, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT TeOsi. A Tereps ap-
XUB 3a0mpaeT y Te0s1 camoe MpocToe: mamsTh 0 Held. [lotomy uTo
UMsl, KOTOpPOE Thl OTJaJ1, He OBbLIIO TBOMM.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasNA, KaK MO CIIMHE MPOOeKaI XOJOI.

— Y€ oHO OBLIO?

MaJspuuk MoCMOTPEIT HA JEBOYKY.



Ta orcrynmia en€ Ha mar.

— He cnipammsait, — nporenTasia oHa.

— Tlouemy?

— [loTomy 4TO OH YCIIBIIINT.

C0BHO B OTBET Ha €€ cJioBa, Kojozel cogpornyics. [1o cre-
HaM 1o0eXaIi TOHKWE TPEIIUHbI, U U3 HUX MMOCHIIAIACH IThLTb.
I'ne-To paneko 3a3BeHeN KOJIOKOJ — OJIMH pa3, MPOTSKHO U HU3-
KO.

ApxuBapuyc NOTHST PYKY, TpeOysl THIITUHBL.

— Hawm nyxHO yxonuts ¢ nectHunpl. Celyac xe.

— Kyna? — cnipocun Kaan.

— B uurtaneyeii 3a1. TaMm nMeHa eme 3aruiieHsbl.

— A ecnu oH nocsieayeT 3a Hamu? — cnpocuiia Bepa, yka-
3bIBasl HA MAJIbYMKA.

— OH yxe 371ech, — oTBeTUI ApxuBapuyc. — U Bcerna Obin
311ECh.

Masbuuk He nBuHysIca ¢ Mecra. OH cMorpen Ha Bepy Tak,
Oy/ITO XOTEJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE MOT PEIIUTh, 3aCTyKHIIa JIA
OHA MpaBLYy.

— Thl Be/1b IOMHUIIIb MEHSI? — CIPOCHJI OH HaKOHELl.

— Jla.

— Torna oreeTs Ha oauH Borpoc. Koraa Tel B nociaegHum pas
BCIIOMUMHAJIa CBOIO MaTh, Thl IOMHUJIA €€ JIMIIO?

Bepa noxononena.

OHa xoTesna OTBETUTh cpa3y. XoTesla CKa3arh, 4To /14, KOHEY-
HO, TIOMHUT, YTO JIUIIO MaTepy ObUIO OJIHUM K3 HEMHOTHX BOC-



MMOMUHAHUI, KOTOPbIE OCTABAJIUCH C HEM JJa)ke B CaMble TSIKEITbIE
nau. Ho BMecTo 3Toro nepeq ria3aMu BO3HUKJIM PyKU — TOHKHE
MJIBIBI, CTIeJbl TPABSHOM HACTOMKHM Ha KOXe, TEILIble JIaJIOHU,
KOTOPbIMU MaTh IMOMPABJIsIA €l BOJIOCHI.

JInno He NosSIBUJIOCH.

Bepa moreiTanace mpeacTaBuTh 1iaza, Hoc, JIMHUL Ty0. Yem
HACTOWYMBEE OHA CTapajach, TeM ObICTpee 0Opa3 pacraaics,
CJIOBHO €TI0 PUCOBAJIM Ha BOJIE.

— Her, — npomenTania oHa.

MasnpuuK KUBHYIIL.

— 3Ha4uT, OH yKe HavaJl.

— Kro?

Ho manbumk yxe cMoTpest He Ha Hee, a Ha Kasna.

— Tb1 320611 €€ He MOTOMY, UTO OHa TeOe uyxkas. Trl 3a0bL,
MOTOMY YTO OJTHAXk/Ibl HA3BAJI €€ CBOUM IOCJIEIHUM BOCIIOMUHA-
HUEM. ApPXUB MPUILEN 32 HUM.

Kasn marnyn k Hemy.

— Yr0 310 3HAUMT?

Manburk BriepBble YJIBIOHYJICS — TIEYaJIbHO W TIOYTH TIO-
B3pPOCJIOMY.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO THI JIOJKEH BCIIOMHUTb, KOTO JIIOOWIT JI0
TOrO, KaK Hay4YWJICS yMUPATh 32 JPYTHX.

OH paz:xa JIaJIoHb ¥ POTSIHYJI AEPEBSHHYIO JIOMAAKY JeBOY-
KE.

OHa He B3s1a €€.

— Her, — ckazana ona. — $I Gonbliie He OyIy XpaHUTh TO,



YTO OH HE CMOT COXPaHUTh CaM.

— Torpa otnam e€ Tomy, KTO €II€ TOMHUT.

Manbuuk nosepHyscs K Bepe.

Ona MeJUIEHHO MTPOTSAHYJNIA PYKY.

JlepeBsiHHAs JIOIIAaIKa OKa3ajdach HEOXUAAHHO Térion. [og
OoJpIIUM TaJTblieM Bepa movyBCTBOBaJIa KPOIIEYHYIO BBIEMKY
Ha OOKy WUIPYHIKM — OYyITO KTO-TO MHOTO JIET Ha3a/J BbIpe3al
TaM OyKBY, a 3aTeM CTapaTesbHO CTEP €€ HOKOM.

B ToT ke Mur apxus ncues.

He Bech — TONMLKO Ha OonHO MrHoBeHWe. KamMeHHEBIE CTEHBI
PacCTBOPHWIIUCH, JIECTHHIIA CTajla OeJbIM KOPHIOPOM, a BMECTO
ApxuBapuyca nepen Bepoil BO3HMKIIa KEHIIIMHA B TEMHOM I1J1a-
The. EE€ cepeOpurcThie BOJIOCH ObLIM COOpaHbl HA 3aThUIKE, a Ha
3aI5ICThEe KPACOBAJIMCH TPU KPACHBIX Y3€JIKA.

7KenmmHa eprkana 3a pyKy MajJeHbKOTO MajIbuMKa.

Kaan.

OH OBbUI COBCEM IOHBIM — €IIIE HE TTAJIa40M, €Il HE YeJIOBE-
KOM, 9b€ MMS TPOM3HOCHIN mEnotoM. Ha ero snwmie He ObU10
IIPUBBIYHON CypoBOCTH. OH CMOTpEJI Ha KEHIIKHY C JOBEPUEM,
KOoTOpoe Bepa HUKorga npex/je y Hero He BUJea.

— Ecnm ogHax bl ThI MeH$ 3a0y/e1ib, — cKa3asia KeHIIHA,
— HE UIIY MEHS CPeId MEPTBBIX.

— Tlouemy?

— [lotomy 4TO 51 HE yMpY Tak, KAK YMUPAIOT OCTaJIbHBIE.

Manpurk HaXMypHIICS.

— Torma kak?



JKeHiuHa HaKJIOHUIACh K HEMY U KOCHYJIACh JIOOM €ero Jioa.
— MeHs czienatot Tak, Oy/ITo MEHsI HUKOT/Ia He OBbLJIO.
Manenbkuit Kasn cxan e€ pyky.

— 4 He mo3BoOIIO.

— TbI HE CMOKEIIb MEHS CITACTH, MUJIBIH.

— Cwmory.

— Torna nmoo6emai MHe KOe-4To.

— Bcé, uTo yroaHo.

JKeHimHa 3aKkpblia miasa.

— Korna npuaér BpeMms, He Ha3biBall MEHs MO UMeHU. [laxe
ec/Ii BCIoMHUIIb. OCOOEHHO eCIv BCIIOMHUIIID.

Bepa yBujena, kak MajgbuuK KUBHYJL

A 3aTreM KapTHHKa pacKoJIOach.

OHa CHOBa CTOslJIa B ApXUBE, CKUMAs ACPEBSIHHYIO JIOIAIKY.
E€ namoHr oHeMesa, ObIXaHHE COMJIOCH, a IO IEKE CKATHIACh
cre3a, KOTOpOl OHAa He 3aMeTuJIa.

Kasn cmotpen Ha Hee.

B ero razax no-npe:xHemy He ObUTO y3HaBaHus. Ho Terephb
B HUX MOSIBUJIACh TPEBOTra.

— Yro BbI yBUJETU?

Bepa otkpbuia por.

OHa morna pacckasarb emy o Majburke. O xenuuse. O Tom,
KaK OH 0OeIaJl CTIacTu e€, XOTs eIll¢ He 3HAJI, YTO TAKOe CMEPTh.
Morna pacckaszarb, YTO, BO3MOKHO, BCSI €r0 JKM3Hb HA4aJlach C
oOelaHusi, KOTOpoe OH He MMeJI IpaBa J1aBaTh.

Ho B ronose npo3ByyYast rojioc KeHIIWHbIL:



He na3biBaii MeHs IO UMEHHU.

— He 3nar0, — orBetnia Bepa.

Jloxb nanacek et Tskeno. He motomy, uto oHa 6osimack Kasna,
a IOTOMY, YTO BIIEPBbIE MOHsLIA: MHOTIA TPAaBAa MOXET OKa3aTh-
cs1 emE OMHUM CIIOCOOOM OTHSATH y YeJIOBeKa CBOOOY.

ApxuBapuyc yka3as Ha OOKOBOH IPOXO/I.

— bBrictpee. [Toka Ko0KOT HE yaapuiI CHOBA.

OnHu JBUHYKCH 32 HUM. JIeBOYKa 1111 MOCIeAHEN, HE OTpbI-
Basl B3MJIsAA OT JepeBsHHOM Jomaaku. Kasn nepxancs psgom ¢
Bepoii, HO Mexy HUIMHU OCTaBaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO IIIarOB — pac-
CTOSIHUE, KOTOPOE OH, BEPOSATHO, CUMUTAT PA3yMHBIM.

B koHIle kopuaopa o6Hapyx)uach 1sepb 0e3 pyuku. Ha Heit
ObLTM BBIPE3aHBl THICSIYM KPOIEYHBIX OyKB. OIHM CBETHIIUCH,
JpyTHe e/iBa pa3InJyaiich, TPEThH YKe MPEeBPaTIIINCh B Oecdop-
MEHHbIE 11apaIyHbI.

ApxuBapuyc NpUJIOKII JIAJOHb K KaMHIO.

— HazoBute TO, 4TO BBl HE TOTOBBI IOTEPSTh.

— 41 He roToBa MOTEPsATH MAMSAThH O MaTepH, — cKa3asa Bepa.

OpHa 13 OyKB BCITBIXHYJIA.

Kasn nonro momyai.

— 51 He TOTOB MOTEPATH ce0s, — MPOU3HEC OH HAKOHEII.

Bcenbixaya Bropast Oykea.

JleBouka mocMoTpesa Ha JIBEpb.

— 41 He roToBa CHOBA CTaTh HUYEM.

Tpetbst OykBa 3aropesach KpacHbIM.

JIBepb MEJIEHHO OTKPbLIACH.



3a Hell HaXOWJICSI OTPOMHBIN 3aJ1, YXOAMBIINH B TEMHOTY. [10
€aMoro MOTOJIKA TSHYJIUCh NOJIKA C KHUTAaMU, CBUTKAMHM U CTEK-
JISHHBIMU COCYIaMH, BHYTPU KOTOPBIX TUIaBAJIU

KPOILIEYHbIE CBETALIMECS TOUKU. Ha JIMHHBIX cTONaX JIexKaau
packpbIThie (horaHThl. VX cTpaHuUIlbl ObUTH UCTIEIIPEHBI MMEHA-
MU, HO MHOTHE CTPOKH ITyCTOBAJIN.

B nieHTpe 3asa CcTOSUT BHICOKMUM CTOJ, @ HA HEM — KHWra B
YEPHOM MEPEILIETE.

Omna Obl1a €TUHCTBEHHOW KHUTOM, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE MbITaI-
cs cpsaTath. Ha e€ o6moxke He ObUIO HA Ha3BaHWs, HU 3HAKa,
HM 3aMKa. TonbKO yriyOseHue, TOYHO MOBTOpsiBIee hopMy ce-
peOPSIHOI TTYTOBUIIBI C U300pAKEHUEM IJ1a3a.

Bepa nocrana u3 kapMaHa nepByIo MyroBully, HAlIEHHYIO J10-
Ma. JleBouKka MpoTsHY/Ia BTOPYIO — Ty, HA KOTOPOU OBUTH BbI-
rpaBupoBaHbl MHUIUATHL «C. D.».

OHM NOOLUIU K KHUTE.

— Y0 310? — cnipocwiia Bepa.

ApXxuBapuyc OTBETUII HE Cpa3y.

— Ilepsas 3anuce.

— O uém?

— O 4yesnoBeKe, Yb€ UMS HENB3S IPOUZHOCHUTD.

Kasn mocmoTpen Ha mycTyio OOJOXKY.

— W Kak MBI y3HaeM, 4To 3TO 32 YeJIOBEK ?

ApxuBapuyc BIIEpBbIE 32 BCE BpeMs OTBEN B3IVIAA.

— Ecnu kHura oTKpoeTcs, Bbl y3HaeTe, KOro MMEHHO MU ITbl-
Tajcs 3a0bITh.



— A ecim He oTKpoertcsi?

— Torma apxuB MPOIOKUT 3a0MpaTh Ballld BOCMIOMUHAHUS,
MOKa OT BAC HE OCTAHYTCS TOJIbKO TeJa.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha Kasna. OH He 3Has1 €€ UMEeHH, HEe TIOM-
HWI UX JOPOTH, UX CCOP, X OCTOPOXKHOTO cOmmxenust. Ho crosin
PSIIOM Y He YXOAWJI, XOTsI HUYTO He OOSI3BIBAJIO €r0 OCTABAThCS.

Omna He mMorJ1a TpedoBaTh OT HEro JIDOBU, KOTOPOI OH HE MOM-
HUIL.

Ho Moria nonsITathCs 1aTh €My 1IAHC BCIOMHHUTh CAMOMY .

Bepa nonoxuia cepeOpsiHbie yroBUIIH B yIiIyOIeHue Ha 00-
JIOKKE.

Knura npornyia.

['ne-To panexo, 3a npenenamu apxusa, yAapuil KOJOKOJL.

Ha 3toT pa3 3ByK ObLT HE TPOMKHM, 2 TUXUM, TTOUYTH JIACKO-
BbIM. Tak Morya Obl MPO3BYYaTh KOJBIOEbHASI, KOTOPYIO MaTh
HarieBaeT peOEHKY, YTOObI TOT MepecTan OOSAThCS TEMHOTHI.

Ha nepBoii cTpaHuiie MPOCTYNWIU CJIOBA.

«B nens, korga y koposneBbl CepeduHbl poauiach NOCaeIHss
JI0Yb, KOPOJIb TTPUKA3aJl BBIYEPKHYTh €€ UMsI U3 MUPA KUBBIX».

HeBouka nobieanena.

— Her, — npomentana ona. — HeT, 3T0ro He MOXeT OBITb. ..

Kasn pe3ko noBepHysics K HEH.

— Yro ciayumiocs?

Ona He orBetuia. E€ B3 ObUT MPUKOBAH K KHUTE, K OYK-
BaM, KOTOPBIE MPOJOJKAIU MOSIBIISITHCS HA CTPAHMULIE.

«Ho mipexye yem umst ObUIO CTEPTO, €ro OTAAM TOMY, KTO



€lI€ HE 3HAJI, YTO OAHAKABI CTAHET MAJIa4OM>».

Kasn nomarnysncs.

Bepa 6pocuiiack K Hemy, HO OH OTCTYITWII, TIPUKUAMAsT PyKY K
rpyau. [ox pyOaikoid, mpsiMo HaJl cepaieM, MPOCTYIIIIO Kpac-
HOE ITATHO — TOHKAs JIMHU S, ITOX0XKAs HA CJIE OT CTapoOro Iipa-
Ma.

— Kasn!

OH nonHs1 Ha Hee 11a3a.

N BniepBble 3a BCE BpeMsi B HUX MOSIBUWIOCh UTO-TO MOXOXKEE
Ha y3HaBaHMUE.

— Bepa... — BBIIOXHYII OH.

OHna 3amepra.

OH nomMHm e€?

— Thl...

Kas nomneitancs npogoimkuTh, HO €ro JMIO MCKa3WuIoCh OT
60su. OH OIyCTUJICS HA KOJIEHU, a KHUTA 3aXJIOMHYJIACh C OTITy-
LIUTEIBHBIM YIaPOM.

Kpacnas nmHuA Ha ero rpyiy ucuesna.

Bwmecre ¢ Hel ucuessno U y3HaBaHUeE.

OHn nocmotpen Ha Bepy cHU3Y BBEpPX, pacTepsIHHBIN U UCITY-
T'aHHBIN.

— IIpocture, — nporuenran oH. — MHe KaxeTcs, A TOJIbKO
YTO Ha3BaJI BAC UyKUM UMEHEM.

JleBOouKka MeIJIEHHO MOJHsIA PYKY K CBOMM TPEM KPACHBIM
y3€JKaM.

— Her, — cka3zana oHa. — Tbl Ha3BaJI €€ HACTOALIVM.



U rae-to rmyOboKo Mo apxvBOM, TaM, I1e He ObLJIO HU CTEH,
HU KHUT, HU JA)X€ CAMOW CMEPTH, KTO-TO BIIEPBBIE 34 MHOTO JIET
NPOU3HEC 3a0BITOE UMSI.

Mup conpornyscs.

A Ha 00/I0kKe 3aKpBITON KHUI'M MOSIBUJIACh HOBAsl CTPOKA!

«IEPBASI IOYb BbLJIA IIOMHAIIEN. IIOCJIE/I-
HAA — KIIIOYOM».

I'naBa 4

[epBas mous Obi1a [omusen. [TocaeqHAsT — KITI0YOM.

Bepa nepeunTana Haammch Ha OOJOXKKE, XOTsI OYKBHI yXKe Ha-
yanu O1eaHeTb. OHU CIIOBHO YXOAWJIM MOJ, KOKY KHUTH, OCTaB-
715151 ocjie ce0s1 TOHKKE BMSTHHBI, TIOXOKHE HA CTapble [IPaMbl.

— Y10 3TO 3HAYUT? — CIIPOCUIIA OHA.

ApXuBapuyc He OTBETHJL.

OH cMoTpen Ha JIEBOUKY.

Ta crosa HENOABUAKHO, ITPUKAB JIAJOHB K 3aIISCTBIO C TPEMS
KPacHbIMU y3eJKamu. Briepeble ¢ MOMEHTa MX BCTpeYM OHa Ka-
3aJIaCh HE 3araJJOYHOM U HEJOBEPUYMBOM, A NO-HACTOSAILEMY MC-
nyraHHoil. E€ uépHele ma3a ObUlM IIMPOKO PACKPBITHI, U B UX
[1yOMHe OTpaXaslach CTPAHUIIA, HA KOTOPOH MCUe3alu Mocie/l-
HUE CJIOBA.

— To1 3HAM1a, — TIpOU3HEC ApXUBaApHYC.

— Her.
— TolI 3HANIA, KTO THI.
— 4 3nana, uyro y meHs Obina math! — JleBOUKa MoBBICKIIA

rosnoc. — 4 noMHMIIa €€ pyKH, €€ royoc, €€ BOJIOCHL. S moMHuIIa,



KaK OHa Iesia MHe riepes; cHoM. Ho s He momMHMIIa, 9To ObLIa T10-
cnegHen nodeppo. He moMHuMa, 4To KTO-TO Ha3BaJl MEHS KJIIO-
yoM. M yk TOYHO He MOMHMJIA, YTO MOW1 Opar...

Omna ocekJiach.

Kasn Bce eme crost Ha koseHAx. OHa pyKa Jiexasna y Hero
Ha TPy, Apyras ynupajiachk B oji. OH TSKENO JAbIaj, CJIOBHO
TOJIKO YTO IMOAHSIJICS 110 COTHE JISCTHHUII.

Bepa onycrunachk psaoM ¢ HUM.

— To1 capiman meHs?

OH NOHSLIT TOJIOBY.

— Jla.

— Tsl Ha3Ba1 MOE UMSI.

— Kaxertcs, na.

— Tsl BcioMHMIT MeH$ ?

Kasn ponro cmorpen Ha He€. B ero rma3ax MejpKHY/IA TEHb
0011, HO OHA TYT e Mcue3Jia, OCTaBUB TocIIe ceOs JIUIIb pacTe-
PAHHOCTb.

— Her. {1 nomH10, uto nipousnéec ums. IlIomHI0, Kak OHO MPo-
3Byvasio. Ho He 3Halo, OTKyaga OHO B35JIOCh.

Bepa orsena B3mis.

Ona He oxuaana yyna. [lo kpaiiHeil Mepe, mbiTanach yOeauTh
ce0s1 B 3ToM. Ho Koria oH nmpousHEC e€ uMsi, BHyTpHU 4TO-TO 00-
JIE3HEHHO JIPOTHYJI0, OyATO 3anepTasi ABEph HA MTHOBEHUE TOJI-
Jlanach HAKUMY.

Teneps ABEpb CHOBA 3aXJIOMHYJIACH.

— Bcragaid, — cka3zaja oHa, IpOTATUBas pyKy.



Kasn nocmorpen Ha e€ 1ajoHb.

— Bl yBepens?

— Her. Ho ecim ThI OCTaHeIIbCs1 Ha MOJTy, MHE TIPUIETCS Ta-
IUTH TeOs Ha ceOe. A g HE HACTOJIBKO TeOS 000,

OH 3amep.

Bepa Toxe.

CroBa BBIPBAJIUCH TIPEJKJIE, YEM OHA yCrela UX OCTAaHOBWTD.
Ha MrHoBeHue eil moKa3anaoch, YTO OH YCJIBIIIUT B HUX MPaBy,
KOTOpYI0 3a0BeHMe TIOKa He cymeno oTHATh. Ho Kasn numib Ha-
XMYPUJICS, CJIOBHO TIBITAJICS TIOHSITh, OBbUIA JIA 3TO NITyTKA.

— BuI Bcerga Tak pasroBapvBaeTe C JIOJAbMU, KOTOPHIX €/1Ba
3Haete?

— TosnbKo ¢ TeMH, KTO 0COOEHHO pa3pakaer.

— Torma MHe, BEpOSITHO, ClIEyeT ONacaTbCs, YTO OTHAXKIbI
BbI pEIIUTe MEHS YOUTb.

— Ecnu 51 3axouy TeOst yOUTh, THI y3HaEllb 00 STOM IMOCTE-
HUM.

OH nocMoTpen Ha Heé elE CeKyHy, a 3aTeM BCE-TaKd MpHU-
HSUT IPOTSHYTYIO PYKY.

Ero nanons Obl1a TEIUION.

Bepa HenaBuena ceds 3a TO, YTO TO MPOCTOE OOCTOSATEIb-
CTBO TIPUHECIIO €l O0JIerYeHue.

Korna-to Kasn kazascs eii 4eioBeKoM, KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOXK-
HO TMpeacTaBUTh OOIYHBIM. OH He cTapes, IOYTH He YyBCTBOBAJ
60, HOCHJT Ha ceOe Yykure CMEPTH U KW TaK, CIIOBHO JIaBHO
niepecTasl MPUHAJICKATh MUPY KUBBIX. Tereps ero majbiibl Apo-



JKaJM OT c1adoCTH, a Mo I1a3amu 3aj1eriv TeHu. OH MOT yIiacTh,
3a00J1€Th, COCTAPUTHCS] I YMEPETh.

U BcE sxe MUp HAIIEN crocod OTHATH Y HEro elng OoblIIe.

— Knura He oTKpbIBaeTCcsl ABaXbl, — CKa3al ApXUBapUYC.

— Torna nouemy oHa OTKpbLIachk ceituac? — crpocuia Bepa.

— TloTomy 4TO /1B MyroBUIbI MPUHAAJIEKATN OJHON UCTO-
pyn.

— Ypeit ucropun?

— KoponeBckoit cembu.

— DTO MBI YK€ MOHSIN.

— Her, — Bo3paszwi oH. — Bpl NOHAIM, YTO pedb UAET O
KOpPOJIEBCKOW ceMbe. Ho moka He MOHSIN, YTO KOPOJIEBCKas Ce-
Mbs1 HUKOIJIa HE COCTOsIIa U3 TeX JIIOJEU, UYbM MOPTPETHI BUCAT
BO JIBOPLIE.

JleBouKka pe3Ko MOBEPHY/IACh K HEMY.

— XBaTur.

— Tt xouenb, YTOOB OHU Y3HAJM TIPABAY WJIA YTOOBI TPO-
JOJIKAQJIM UCKaThb €€ Ha OLIyIb?

— 41 xody, 4yTOOBI Bbl MEPECTAIM PElIaTh 3a BCEX, CKOJIBKO
IIPaB/Ibl UM MO3BOJIEHO 3HATH!

ApxuBapuyc BrepBble BbIIJIsIeN crapbiM. He nuiiom — oHo
HO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBAJIOCh OeC(POPMEHHBIM 1 HEYJIOBUMBIM, — &
ocaHko#. Ero mjeun onycTuimck, 1 OH Ha MTHOBEHUE TPUKPbLT
rasa.

— 4 yxe ogHaKAbI HO3BOJIUJI ITPABJIE BBIUTH HAPYKY, — TUXO
IIPOU3HEC OH. — U 1esnbiii ropon ucues.



— Kakoii ropon? — cnpocuia Bepa.

OH nmocMoTpes Ha Hee.

— ToT, B KOTOPBII Bbl HPUIILIH.

Bepa BcriomHmIa mycteie IoMa, HEMOABUKHBIA BO3AYX U KO-
JIofiell, B KOTOPOM OTpaskayioch 3BE3/1HOe He0o0. Bermomamia Haji-
IMCh HA JKEJIE3HOM KpbllIKe: «He mner u3 Toro, 4To NOMHHUT Te-
0s1».

— BeiipxosibM, — MpPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Ha crappix kaprax 310 Ha3BaHUE JIEUCTBUTEIHLHO BCTpeya-
sock. Ho ropon rcues 3a107ro 10 Toro, Kak KapThl HA4aJsIu JIraTh.
Ero sxutenu 3a6putn npyr apyra. CHadana — umeHa. [otom -
1a. 3arem coOcTBeHHbIE oma. Koraa nocieqHuii yeaoBek nepe-
CTaJI IOMHHTh, YTO Y HEro OblJIa CEMbsI, TOPO TIepecTall CyIe-
CTBOBATb.

— Jlfomu He MOTYT UCUE3HYTh TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO VX 3a0bLITH,
— ckazana Bepa.

— Pazymeercs, moryt. Eciiu Bech MHp corsiaceH ¢ 3a0BeHHEM.

— 9T0 OECCMBICIIULIA.

— Bbl HaxoguTech B apXvBe, KOTOPbIM XPaHUT MUMEHa TeX,
Koro OoJibllie He CyIiecTByeT. beccMbicuiia 31ech — He camoe
OIACHOE U3 TOTO, YTO BaM BCTPETUTCS.

Bepa xotena Bo3pa3uTh, HO BCIOMHWIIA JIMIIO MATEPHU.

TouHee, TO MECTO, Iie JOKHO OBbIJIO HAXOAUTHLCS €€ JIUIIO.

OHa noMHuMJa 3amax CYHIEHON MSTHI, TEMUIYI0 TKaHb (papTy-
Ka, HErpOMKOE MOKAaIlJIMBAaHUE TMepel TeM, Kak MaTh HauMHaJIa
ropoputh. [ToMHMIIa, Kak Ta Aepkana HOX, Hape3as SIOJOKH, U



Kak Bcerja ocTapisuia Bepe nmociennuil Kycouek, 6yaro 1o Obl-
Jla TallHa, U3BECTHAS TOJIbKO UM JIBOUM.

Ho su1io He Bo3BpaInasock.

C0BHO KTO-TO BbIpE3aJl €ro U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUS1, HE TIOBPEIMB
HUYEro BOKPYT.

— Kak ocranoButs 3107 — cnpocuia Bepa.

ApxuBapuyc nokaya rojloBou.

— 4 He 3Har.

— BBl XpaHuTenb apxuBa.

— $1 XpaHIo TO, YTO COXPAHWJIOCh. DTO HE OJIHO U TO XKe.

— Toraa 3aueM Bbl HAM HYKHBbI?

OH npuHsi Boripoc 6e3 BO3MYIIEHUSI.

— YroOHI 1OKa3aTh BaM JOPOT'Y K TeM, KTO 3HAeT OOJIbIIIE Me-
Hsl.

JleBouKa roppbKO YCMEXHYJIACh.

— Bul Bcerna ofGeiaere 1opory. A MoTOM OKa3bIBaeTCs, YTO
Jopora BeJIET K eI1I€ OTHOU JABEPHU, 32 KOTOPOU CUJIUT KTO-TO, KTO
HUYETrO He 3HaeT.

— WHorna, — otBeTws1 ApXuBapuyc, — JABEpb OKa3bIBAETCSI
€/IMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OT/EJSIET YeJIOBEKa OT MPOMaCTH.

— A uHoOrja 3a /IBepbio U €CTh MPONAaCTb.

Ha s10oT pa3 ApxuBapuyc He HaILENCSA C OTBETOM.

Bepa nmocmotpena Ha 3akphITyI0 KHUTY. Terneps Ha e€ 00JI0X-
Ke He ObLJI0 HU HAJIKCH, HU YIIyOaeHus [isi MyroBull. TosbKo
4y€pHasi MOBEPXHOCTD, IJIAJIKasl, KaK BOjIa B OE3TyHHYIO HOYb.

— BuI ckazanum, uyto nepBasi 1oub Obuta [lomHsIIEH, — TIpO-



u3Hecna oHa. — YTo 3T0 3HAUUT?

ApxuBapuyc NOMEIJINII.

— TMomHsIIHE CTTIOCOOHBI YAEPKHUBATH TO, YTO MUP TBITACTCS
3a0bITh.

— Jliomgu?

— Wwmena. Jluna. O6emanus. MHorga — 1ieble JKU3HHU.

— 3HayuuT, 3Ta JeBOYKa. ..

— He nepebusaii, — pe3ko ckazasa ieBouka. — Thl He 3Ha-
elllb, YTO OH COOMpAETCsT CKa3aTh.

Bepa 3amomnuana.

— INomHsIIas1 HE TPOCTO COXpaHsIET BOCHOMUHAHU S, — MPO-
Jokui ApxuBapuyc. — OHa MOXET MOMHUTh YesioBeKa Jlaxe
TOrJa, KOTJla €ro UMs CTEPTO, KOT/A €ro JIMIIO UCUE3JI0 U3 MaMsi-
TH OJIM3KUX U KOTJIa HU OJJHA KHWTa OOJIbIlie He MOATBEPK/IAeT,
4YTO OH Korga-moo xwi. IToka [ToMHsIIIass HOMHHT, YEJIOBEK HE
rcye3aeT OKOHYATEIILHO.

— A ecnu oHa 3a6ynet?

— Torga oH cTaHeT HUYEM.

Bepa nocMotpena Ha JeBOUKY.

— Tor [TomHgIAA?

— 4 He 3Haw.

— Ho Tbl HOMHUIIIL MaTh.

— Iloka nmomHiIo.

— To1 nomuus Kasna.

— Iloka nmomMHIO.

— A cebs?



JHeBouka 3amMoJTyaa.

Bepa yBuzena, Kak OHa MeJUIEHHO paskaiia naiblbl. Ha koxe
TI0JT KPACHBIMHU y3eJIKaMH ITPOCTYITUIIN KPOIlieuHble OyKBbl. OHU
OBLTM TAKUMU MEJIKMMHU, 4TO Bepa He cMoria pa3ooparh ux J1axe
¢ OJIM3KOrO PacCTOSHUSI.

— Y10 y TeOs Ha pyke? — CIPOCHJIA OHA.

JleBouKka TyT ke CrpsTaia 3arscTbe.

— Hwuuero.

— 1 Buzena OyKBHI.

— Tebe mokazaiock.

— MHe He 1oKa3aiock.

— Bepa, — Bmemascsa Kasi.

Omna o6epHysack. OH CTOST PSIIOM, OMUPASICh PYKOU O Kpal
crona. Ero o ocraBajiock OJieIHbIM, HO B3IJISI/I CTAJl sSICHEE.

— He paBurte Ha He€, — cka3an oH. — Ecim oHa cama He
MOHUMAET, YTO C HeW MPOUCXOAUT, BaIlIM BOMPOCH HE TIOMOTYT.

Bepa eaBa 3aMeTHO MpUTIOAHSIA OPOBb.

— Thl 3amuIaents e¢?

— $1 mpITatock He TpeBpalaTh 3TOT Pa3roBOpP B JIOMPOC.

— Kak 6maroposHo.

— He ygBepeH, urto 310 GmaropozctBo. [Ipocto s He mooIIO0,
KOIJa Y€JI0BEKa 3aroHSIOT B yroJl.

OH NPOU3HEC 3TO CIMIOKOWHO, HO J€BOYKA B3/IPOrHYJIA.

Kasn zamern.

— 4 ckazain 4ro-TO HE TO?

— Her, — orBeTuna ona.



Opnnako Bepa noHsina, 4to 310 He coBceM Tpapaa. Cinosa Ka-
9J1a 3a]eJi AeBOYKY CHIIbHEE, YeM BCe BOIPOCHI /10 3T0oro. Bos-
MO’HO, KOTIa-TO OH JEMCTBUTEIHbHO 3aroHsu1 e€ B yroia. Bos-
MO:KHO, IMEHHO OH 3aCTaBUJI €€ MOJIYaTh O COOCTBEHHOM MMEHH.

A BO3MOXHO, OHa TTPOCTO CJIMIIIKOM JIOJITO KJajia OT Hero 3a-
U THL

— ¢ "He momHI0, UTO crenan, — ckazan Kasn, oOpamasces k
Heil. — Ho ecnm npuunHun tebe 00ib, HE CTaHy YTBEpXKIaTh,
YTO 3TOr0 He OBbUIO, TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO HE MOT'Y BCTIOMHUTb.

JleBouKa IOIHSAJIA HA HETO IJ1a3a.

— Tl roBOpHIIIB TaK, OYATO COOMPAEIIILCS UCTIPABUTh BCE OJ1-
HUM U3BUHEHHUEM.

— Her. 4 roBopio Tak, moTomMy 4TO HE 3HAIO, YTO €WE MOTY
MIPEJIOKUTh.

— TbI MOT OBI BCIOMHHTb.

— Ecyu 651 Mor, 51 OBI yXe 3TO cenal.

— Tl Bcerga Ob11 TAKMM, — TpolenTtana oHa. — Kormga obe-
I1aJ1, Thl BEPUJI, YTO CMOXKEIIIb. A MOTOM MPUXOIUIIO BpeMs Ij1a-
TUTh, U Thl OOHAPYXKHBAJI, YTO y TeOs1 HET HUYEro, Kpome co0-
CTBEHHOH XU3HMU.

Kasi noGiiegHes eme cuipHee.

— Yro 51 TeOe 0Oerman?

JleBouka J10JIro CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— BepHyTbcs.

OnHO CII0BO.

Bepa yxe cipliiana ero paHpliie — B IEPBOM COOOIIEHUH, Ha-



MMCAaHHOM Cakell Ha KyXOHHOM ctosie. Thl 0Oeran BepHyThCI.

Tenepp OHa MOHsIIA, YTO STH CJI0BA OBUIM HE TIPOCTO HATTOMHU-
HaHueM. OHu ObLTM OOBUHEHMEM, KOTOPOE MEPEKUIIO TObI, 3a-
OBeHuE U, BO3MOKHO, CAMY CMEpPTb.

— Kyna? — cnipocuiia oHa.

HeBouKka He OTBETHIIA.

BmecTo 3T0r0 OHa MopoIia K Y€pHOM KHUTE U KOCHYJIAch 00-
JIOXKKHU.

ApxuBapuyc pe3KO CXBaTWJI €€ 3a 3aIsCThE.

— He cment!

JleBOouKa BbIpBaJla PyKy.

— Bbl HE MoOXkeTe BEUHO Aep:KaTh MEHs M0]] 3AMKOM.

— 1 He pepxy TeOs Mo/ 3aMKOM.

— Torna nmovyemy 51 He MOTY BCIIOMHUTb COOCTBEHHOE UMS1?

ApxuBapuyc MOI4a.

— TlouyemMy 51 NOMHIO MaTh, HO HE IMOMHIO, KAK OHA MEH$1 Ha-
spiBasia? [loyeMy s 3HaI0, 4TO y MeHs1 ObUIA OpaThsi M CECTPHI,
HO HE MOTr'y IpPeJICTaBUTh HU OJHOIO JMIA, KpoMe ero? — OHa
ykazaia Ha Kasnma. — [louyeMy Kaxaplii pa3, Korja sl MbITaloCh
IIPOU3HECTU CBOE MMsI, MHE KAXKETCsl, UTO KTO-TO CTOUT 32 MOE
CIMHOM U ciyliaer?

[locneguue cnoBa Mpo3ByYaan COBCEM THXO.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNA, Kak XOJIOACIOT €€ MaJIbLbl.

Kro-To cnyman.

He B mepeHocHom cmbiciie. He kak He3puMbIN CBUIETED,
IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIMM B UyKOU MaMATH. [IeBouka roBopusa 0 KOM-



TO, KTO MOT YCJIBIIIIATh €€ Jake Yepe3 CTEHbl apXxuBa.

— Tl roBOpWIIA, YTO OH YCIHBIIIWT, €CJM Ha3BaTb UM, —
BcriomHwia Bepa. — Krto on?

JleBouka 3aKpblia 1asa.

— 4 He 3Haw.

— To1 Besib 3HaCIbL OOJIBITIE, YeM TOBOPUIIIb.

— 41 3HaI0 TOJILKO TO, YTO MHE MO3BOJIUIM COXPAHUTD.

— Kro no3zsoun?

— Marb.

Bepa npubimsunack K Hew.

— Cepeduna?

JleBouka KMBHYyJIA.

— OmnHa ckazasa, 9to eciu s 3a0yy BCE ocTajbHOe, JIOJKHA
NOMHUTH Tpu Benu. Uto meHs moowmu. Yto s He BuHOBaTa. U
YTO MOE UMsI HEJIb3sl OTIaBaTh TOMY, KTO KUBET B UMEHAX.

B 3asie crano tak TtHxo, uro Bepa yciblinana, Kak rjae-To 3a
CTeJUTa’)kaMH KaraeT Boja.

ApxuBapuyc MEJIEHHO OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY.

— 3HauuT, OH yKe no0pacs a0 1eds.

— K10? — cnipocuna Bepa.

— TorT, KTO XUBET B UMEHAX.

CroBa mpo3ByYasIy POCTO, Moyt OyTHUIHO. M oTTOrO CTasmm
CTpallHEE.

— 9rt0 cymectBo? — cnpocui Kas.

— Korma-to oHO 0ObUIO YesnoBekoM. M, BO3MOXKHO, Yelio-
BEKOM OBLT TOT, Ub€ MMS OHO HOcHT. S He 3Haw. B apxuBe Her



3anucu o ero poxjaeHuu. Her 3anucu o ero cmeptu. Her naxe
WMEHH, TT0]] KOTOPhIM OHO OBLIO U3BECTHO PaHBIIIE.

— Ho BbI 3HaeTe, YTO OHO CYIIECTBYET.

— 41 3Ha0, YTO OHO MPUXOAMT TYHA, IJE JIOAU IBITAIOTCS
yaepxkarb ymepiux. OHO npejaraetT UM COXpaHUTh UMEHa TeX,
KOTO OHHU ToTepsiii. B3ameH 3a0upaer 4To-TO Jpyroe: BOCIIO-
MUHAaHUe, JIUIIO, TOJIOC, MHOTJIa — CIOCOOHOCTh OTJIMYATh COO-
CTBEHHYIO )KU3Hb OT UYXKOM.

Bepa BcriomHmIIa 6esyto KOMHATy, KEHIIUHY, YMOJISIBIIYIO He
3a0buparh peOEHKA, ¥ TOJI0C, TPEOOBABIIINI, UTOOHI Y KAKIOTO Ye-
JIoBeKa OblIa CMepTb.

— ITO CBSI3aHO C KOPOJIEM DaBapaom?

— Her, — orBeTun Apxusapuyc. — DnaBap nblTajics Mof-
YUHUTbh cMEPTh. OH XOTeJN CIeaTh €€ MOCAyIHOU. TOoT, KTO Ku-
BET B UMEHaX, He MomuuHseT. OH CTUpAET IPaHUILy MEXIY TeM,
91O OBUIO, M TEM, YETO HUKOI/IA He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO.

— 3auem?

— Bo03MOXHO, TOTOMY YTO OHAXKIBI €70 CaMOTO 3a0bUTH.

Bepa nocMotpena Ha JeBOUKY.

Ta crosiia, npukaB pyku K rpynu. E€ ryObl qposkaiiu, HO oHa
He IJIaKaa.

— Omn 3a0pan Mo€ uMms, — mporientaia oHa. — 51 MOMHIO
910 Teriepb. OH 3a0paj ero He y MeHsl. Y BCex.

— Yro 11 UMeeb B BULYy? — crpocui Kasi.

— OH czenan Tak, 4ToObl HUKTO HE MOT BCIIOMHHTH, YTO $I
poniaack. MaTh IOMHMJIA MEHsI, HO € mamsTh OblIa 3arepra.



TreI TOMHMJI MEHSI, HO TBOE MUMS CTAJIO YaCcThI0 3aMKa. A ITOTOM
TBI OTAAJI CBOKO CMEPTb. ..

OHa 3arHysach, CJIOBHO CJI0BA BHE3AMTHO CTaJIA CIIMIIKOM TsI-
KENBIMU.

— Yro npouzonuio norom? — cripocuia Bepa.

— 41 He 3Ha10. BCE, UTO 1 IOMHIO, — KaK I CTOI0 B OEJION KOM-
HaTe, a MaTh JIEPKUAT MeHs 3a pyKy. OHa miadert. S cripammBaro,
MoYeMy HeJlb3s1 OCTaThCsl ¢ Hed. OHa OTBEYAET, YTO OJHAXKIbI 51
JoJkHA Oyny BepHYThCs. [I0TOM MPUXOAUT MATBUUK C IEPEeBsH-
HOM JIOIIIAIKOM.

OH roBOpUT, 4TO MOE UM$I HE IPUHAIJIEKUT MEPTBBIM. A TO-
CJIe 3TOrO s MPOCHINAIOCh B TYMaHE.

Bepa cxxana urpyiiky, KOTOpylo BCE €IIE Aepkalia B PyKe.

— Tw1 BAeIa Majpbumka’?

— Jla.

— Yro oH Tebe ckazan?

JleBouka MoCMOTpesa Ha IEPEBSIHHYIO JIOUIAIKY.

— Yro ecnu 5 3aX04y KHUTb, MHE IPUIETCS BCIIOMHUTD, KTO
OTIAJI MOE NM4.

Ee B3miaa ocranosuiica Ha Kaoaie.

OH CcTOSJI HENOABUKHO.

— A7 — cnpocun oH.

— 4 He 3Ha10.

— Ho 11 gymaeriis, 9To 3TO OBLT 1.

— 4 nymaio, 9TO THI OBUT €AMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT 3TO CJe-
JIaTh.



Kasn onyctu ronoBy. B ero smiie He ObIJIO TIONBITKY OMPaB-
natbesi. TONMBKO YCTANOCTh YeIOBeKa, KOTOPOMY CHOBA IPeIb-
SIBUJIA CYET 32 TIOCTYIOK, COBEPIIEHHBIN B JPYroi KU3HM.

— Torga Mbl JOIKHBI BBISICHUTD, YTO ITPOU30IUI0, — CKa3aJl
OH.

— MBmb1? — JIeBOouka ropbkO ycMexHynacb. — Thl Jaxke He
TIOMHHUIIIb MEHSI.

— DTO He 3HAYUT, YTO 51 HE MOT'Y IOMOYb.

— A eciu, 4TOOBI TOMOYb MHE, TeOe MPUIETCS CHOBA YTO-TO
oTHaTh?

Kasn nopHst Ha Heé r1a3a.

— {1 HUYero He CTaHy OTJaBaTh, IOKA HE Y3HAI0, YETO OT MEHS
TpeOyIOT 1 KTO TIOJIyYUT ITY ILIATY.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha HEro ¢ HEOKUAAHHOU ropaocTeio. Ko-
I1a-TO OH 3aKJII0Yasl JOTOBOPHI, HE 3aJaBasi BOMPOCOB, IMOTO-
My 4TO BE€pUJI, OyATO Uy:Kyl0 OO MOKHO UCIIPABUTh COOCTBEH-
Hou. Tenepb, TUIIUBIIMCH OeCCMEPTHS U TTAMSITU, OH, BO3MOX-
HO, BIIEPBbIE HAYUMJICS OCTAHABIIUBATHCS TIepe]] BHIOOPOM.

Ho apxuB He coOupaics 1aBaTh UM BpeMs.

CHauana nporayi nos. ITotoM KHUTY Ha MoJIKax Havalu OT-
KpBIBaThCsl caMu co0oi. CTpaHUIIbl MEPEUCTHIBATIMCH C Oele-
HOW CKOPOCTBIO, M U3 KaXJ0ro TOMa Mcye3ayim CTpoku. MimMeHa
CPBIBAJIUCH C OyMaru, mpeBpaiasch B KPOIIeuHble YEPHBIE UC-
Kpbl. OHM B3/I€TAJIM O[] IOTOJIOK, KPYKUJIMCh TaM, CJIOBHO CTast
UCITyTaHHbIX NTHULI, a 3aTEM HUCUE3a/Id B TEMHOTE.

ApxuBapuyc OpocHICcs K ONVKalIeMy CTeIaxKy.



— Hazaa! He kacaiitech crpanwmii!

Bepa orcrynuiia, HO OlHa U3 KHUT yraja MpsMO Mepe] Heu.
[lepenn€r packpbuics, U Ha MOXKENTEBLIEH CTPAHULIE BO3HUKIIO
M.

BEPA 9CTEJIb.

Omna 3amepra.

ByKBbI ObLIM HAMTMCAHBI KPOBBIO.

[lox umeHeM npocTynuia Jata poxIeHus, a HUke — ellE Of-
Ha CTPOKa, KOTOPOU paHbilie He ObLIO.

HNOCJIEAHAA ITAMATD: JINITO MATEPUN.

— Her, — npomenrana Bepa.

Ona 6pocunach K KHUTE.

ApxuBapuyc NOIBITAJICS OCTAHOBUTH €€, HO HE ycnesl. Bepa
CXBaTWIa MEPEIVIET U MpUKaJIa CTpaHUIly K rpyau. KpoBaBbie
OYKBBI BCTIBIXHYJTH, OOKUTasi MajIbIIbl.

B ronose pazpaics xKeHCKUi royioc.

He ToT, KOTOpBIN OHA cibliaia B BocriomMruHanuu Kasna. [Ipy-
rOM — 3HAKOMBIH 10 OOJIH.

— Bepa, aeBouka mos. ..

Ona 3a0bU1a, KaK JIpIIIATD.

['onoc matepu ObLT coBceM psiioM. OH 3Bydalt Tak siCHO, Oy/ITO
JKEHILMHA CTOsLIa 32 €€ CIIMHOM M IIaJuiia €€ MO BOJIOCaM.

— Mamouka? — BbIIOXHYJ1a Bepa.

Ha crpanuie nosiBuiach HoBasi CTpoKa.

ECJIA Thl XOYEIIb BCIIOMHUTH MOE JIMIIO,
OTJIAU MHE CBOLE UMHI.



Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK KHUTA MOTsAHYIA €€ K cede.

He pykamu — namsreio.

B o1HO MraoBenue nepej Hel BO3HUKJIO JUIO MaTepu. OHa
YBH/JIENIa MOPITUHKY Y JIEBOTO IJ1a3a, TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, BHIOMBIIIH-
€csl M3-TI0J1 TUIATKa, POAMHKY BO3Jie ry0. YBuena yiblOKy, KOTO-
PYIO HE MOIJIa BCIIOMHHUTB C CAMOTI'O yTpa.

OHa yBuena BCE.

W noHsa, 4To 3TO HE BOCIIOMMHAHUE.

Jluo marepu MeaJieHHO MOBOPAYMBAJIOCh K HEW, HO IJa3a
OCTABAJIVCh IyCTHIMU. YJIBIOKA CTAHOBWJIACH BCE IIMpE, ITOKA HEe
MpeBpaTUIach B HEMOJBUKHYIO YEPHYIO JIMHHUIO.

— Ortpait MHE CBOE UMSs1, — MOBTOPKJI TOJIOC.

Bepa paz:xana nanbiipl.

Knura ynana Ha nosm.

Kasn okazancs psaaom npexje, 4em OHa ycriesa NolaTHy Th-
cs1. OH cxBaTWI €€ 3a IUIeYM U yaepkKall, He TIO3BOJISISL yIacCTh.

— Bepa!

OHa nogHsiia rojony.

— ThI... — Havana oHa.

— 41 3nece.

— Tb1 MeHS TOMHUIIIB?

OH cMOTpesn Ha He€ C OTYAasTHHBIM YCUJIMEM, CJIOBHO MBITAJICS
yAepKaTh YCKOJIb3aIoIINi 00pa3s.

— 41 He 3Ha10, KTO Thl, — MpPOU3HEC OH. — Ho 4 3Haro, 4TO
HE X04y, YTOOBI Thl MICUE3JIa.

Bepa 3akpbuia rnasa.



3rtoro ObUIO MAJIO.

U Bcé xe 310 ObIIO OOIbIIE, YeM OHA OKUAATIA.

3a X cnMHaMM JIEBOYKA 3aKpryaia.

Ha e€ 3anscrbe ouH U3 TPEX KPACHBIX Y3€JKOB JIONHYJ. 13-
TO/1 HerO BBICTYIWJIA KPOBb, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CTE€Yb IO
pYKe, OHa NOAHAIACH B BO3yX TOHKOU alou HUThI0. HuTh 1ors-
HYJIach K YEPHON KHUTE U BITUJIACh B OOJIOKKY.

KHura packpbuiach.

Ha st0T pa3 e€ crpaHuiisl ObLIM COBEPIIEHHO MYCTHI.

[locpeau nepBoM cTpaHUIBl NOSIBUIIACH OJHA (ppa3a:

«JTOCJIENHAA 104Yb JOJIZKHA BEPHYTDH CEBE
M4, MTHAYE IIEPBAA 3ABYIET, KTO OHA».

Bepa MeasieHHO OBepHYJ1ach K JEBOYKE.

— Yr0 310 3HAUMT?

JleBouka cMoTpesia Ha coOOCTBEeHHOe 3arsicThe. Ha Mecte nep-
BOTO y3€JIKa OCTaJICsl TOHKUM KPACHbIN CIIE/.

— 4 He 3Ha10, — npomentasia oHa. — Ho Tenepp 1 NOMHIO
elI€ Koe-4To.

— Yro?

JleBouka nogHsuIa roioBy. B €€ 4EpHBIX I1a3axX OTpaKajaucCh
COTHH UCYE3A0IINIX OYKB.

— V meHs Obuia cectpa.

Omna nepeseJia B3riisi1 Ha Bepy.

— W MHe kaxercs, 4To 3TO Thl.

I'naBa S

M mHe KaxeTrcs, 4TO 3TO ThI.



CrnoBa 1eBOYKM MOBUCIIY B BO3YXE.

Bepa cmotpesna Ha He€, oxkuas, 4To Ta ceryac OTCTYITUT, pac-
cMe€Tcst UM XOTs OBl ITpU3HaeTcs, uto ommonack. Ho cepedpu-
CTbI€ BOJIOCHI HE3HAKOMKM HETIOJBUKHO JIEXKAJIM Ha IUIeYax, a B
YEPHBIX I71a3aX He ObUIO HU HACMEIIKH, HU COMHEHHUsI. TOJIBKO
CTpax, KOTOPBIY OHA CJIMIIKOM JOJITO YYWJIACh CKPBIBATh.

— IlpekpacHo, — HakoHell npousHecaa Bepa. — 3Hauwr,
TeTiepsb 51 He TOJIbKO JOJIKHA CTiacaTh MUP OT 3a0BEHU S, HO U 00-
3aBeJiach CeCTpOl, O KOTOPOW HHUKOrja He ciblmana. Ocranock
BBISICHUTh, HE SIBJISIIOCH JIU 51 320[JHO COOCTBEHHOM 0AOYIITKOM.

JleBouKka He y/IbIOHYIaCh.

— 4 He myuy.

— A 5 TIBITAIOCh HE COMTH C yMa. Y KaKI0TO CBOM CIIOCOOBI.

Bepa ornycruna mnedo Kasna u Beinpsmuiace. B rpyau Bcé
€I1I€ HEMPUATHO TAHYJIO MOCJI€ TOTO, KAK KHUTA MOMNbITAIACh 3a-
Opatb e€ uMms. OHa 4yyBCTBOBasa ce0sl TaK, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BbITa-
W U3 HEE HECKOJIbKO HEBUIMMBIX HUTEH, a 3aTe€M IOCIIECITHO
CBSI3QJT OCTABIIIKECS, YTOOBI OHA HE PACCHINAIACh HA YACTH.

— [louemy TbI pemmiia, 4To s TBOA cecrpa’?

— 4 He pemuna. 4 BcnomMHMIIA.

— DTO pa3Hble BEIIY.

— Jlig Te0s1 — BO3MOKHO.

— Tlocnyiaii, 1 NOHUMAIO, YTO y TeOsI OTHSIM UMs], UTO Thl
HE MOMHHUIIIb CBOETO MPOIIJIOro U YTO TeOe, BEPOSTHO, XOUETCs
HaWTH XOTh Kakylo-To onopy. Ho s He coOupaioch CTaHOBUThCS
YaCThI0 9yXKOW UCTOPHH TOJBKO IMOTOMY, YTO TeOe MPUBUAEIOCH



CXOZICTBO.

— 41 ve BoIOMpasa Teds1, Bepa.

JleBouka Mpou3Heca e€ UMsl C TAKOM OCTOPOKHOCTBIO, CJIOB-
HO OHO MOIJIO OOKeYb SI3BIK.

— 4 mpocto yBuzena Te0s B maMsTH.

— B ubent mamsatu?

— B cBoelii.

— Torpa pacckaxu, 4T0 UMEHHO Thl YBUJIENA.

JleBouKa 3aKpblia rJjiasa.

— benas xomnara. JIBe kpoBatku. OiHa BO3JIE OKHA, Apyras
y cTeHbl. MaTh CUANT MEXKAYy HUMHU U JIEPKUT HAC 3a PyKH. Thl
T1avelnib, MOToMy 4TO Y TeOs pa3OMTo KojeHo. 1 cMeroch Haj
TOOOM, a THl OOEIIAEIb, YTO OJHAXK/IBl 3aCTABHIIb MEHS IMOKa-
JIETh 00 3TOM.

Bepa HeBOJIbHO yCMEXHYJIACh.

— 3ByunT NpaBaonoAaooHo. A u ceituac criocodbHa mooderarh
KOMY-HUOY/Ib HETIPUSITHOCTH U3-32 pa30UTOrO KOJIEHA.

— Ilotom Bxoaut otenl. OH rOBOPUT, YTO OJHOW U3 HAC MPU-
JETCA yWUTH.

VnpiOka rcyesna c uia Bepsl.

— Kakoit orerr?

— 4 e 3na1w0. A He BuKky ero mmua. Tonsko pyku. Ha ogaom
MaJIbIe Y HErO KOJIBLIO C YEPHBIM KaMHEM.

ApxuBapuyc pe3Ko MOJHsLI TOJIOBY.

— Yro THI cKazana?

JleBouka oOepHyIach K HEMY.



— Kosblio ¢ 4€pHbIM KamHeEM. SI MOMHIO ero.

Crapuk menyieHHO puOnm3mics. BriepBoie 3a BcE BpeMs OH
Ka3aJicsl MO-HACTOSIIEMY BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

— Tot yBepena?

— 4 nomHI0 ero pyku. OH MIaguII MEHS I10 TOJIOBE U TOBOPUJI,
9TO S TOJKHA OBITH XOPOIIel 1eBouKoi. [IoTom MaTh HaYMHAIA
IJ1aKaTh. A THI...

Omna cHoBa nocMmoTpena Ha Bepy.

— Tl BcTaBasia Mex/ly HUIMU U TOBOPUJIA, UTO HUKTO HE 3a-
Oepér MeHsI, TOKa Th KUBA.

Bepa onrytuia, Kak X0l0I€eeT 3aThIIOK.

Ona He nomHMIa Oenoil koMHaThl. He momHmia AByx KpoBa-
TOK, *KEHIIUHBI C CepeOPSTHBIMUA BOJIOCAMHU UM MY KUUHBI C KOJTb-
oM. E€ nmetcTBO ObLIO IpyrvM: TeCHble KOMHATHI, 3alax TPaB,
CKPMII TIOJIOBULL ¥ MAaTEPUHCKHUE PYKH, TaxHyIme Msitor. Huka-
KHMX KOPOJIEBCKUX MOKoeB. Hukakux cecrep.

[o kpaiiHeil Mepe, OHa Bcerga Tak JymMada.

— DTO HEBO3MOXKHO, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

— Tlouemy?

— Iloromy uTo g BeIpociia B HuxkHeMm ropoae. Most Matb xu-
Jia TaM BCIO KU3Hb. 51 3HAI0, I1Ie pOAUIIACH, [J€ YYUJIaCh XOOUTb,
I7Ie BIIEpBble pa30mia HOC ¥ TJIe OTHAK/IBI YKpasia y TeKaps 1ie-
JIYI0 KOpP3UHY sIOOK. §l TOMHIO CBOH JIOM.

— Ho Tl HE NOMHUILIB JIULIO MATEPH.

Bepa 3amonuana.

HeBouka He OTBeJIA B3IJIsAA.



— Tpl OMHHILIL BCE BOKPYT HEE, — MPONOJIKWIA OHA. — EE
roJioc, pykH, 3anax Tpas. Ho He 0. MoxeT ObITh, TOTOMY, UTO
9TO JIMLO NMPUHALJIEKAIO HE TOM JKEHIIUHE, KOTOPYIO Thl Ha3bl-
Baelllb MaTEPbIO.

— XBaTwur.

— Bepa...

— 4 ckazaia, xBaTur!

E€ rosnoc ynapuicsa 0 BBICOKME CBOAbI U PAJIETENICA IXOM
MEXAY CTeJUIaKaMU.

Ha MraoseHue Bce KHUTH B 3aJie 3aMepiid. Jlake 4€pHbIE UC-
KPbl, KPYKUBILUECS MOJ1 MOTOJIKOM, OCTAHOBUJIUCH B BO3/IyXE.

3areM ¢ JAJIBHETO CTeJulaxa YIajl TSKENbIA TOM.

Ero nepenieér ynapuiics o KaMeHb, 110 31y IIPOKATUIICS CY-
XOM TPEeCK.

ApxuBapuyc OpOCHIICS K KHUTE, HO OHA PacKpbUIach cama.

Ha crpanuiie ObUI0 HAITMCAHO OJHO CJIOBO:

CECTPA.

BykBBI mpocTynmuim U3 OyMard, CIIOBHO MX BBIIABIMBAIH C
00OpaTHOI CTOPOHBI.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KAK YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCh €€ 3aThLIKA.

Ona 00epHynach.

3a CIIMHOM HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— He npousHocu 310 €10BO 31€Ch, — CcKa3ain ApXUBapHuycC.

— Tlouemy?

— [ToToMy 4TO apXMB CJIBILLUT HE TOJIBKO MMeHA. OH CIIBIIINUT
BCE, UTO CIIOCOOHO CBSI3aTh OTHOTO YEJIOBEKA C JPYTHM.



— W yur0 oH cnenaer?

— Hainér cBsa3b. A 3aTeM pemmT, KOMy U3 Bac OHa ITPUHA/I-
JICKUT.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha JeBOUKY.

— To1 roBOpUna, 4TO 51 TBOA cectpa. Ecnu 310 npasa, rnoyve-
MY Thl HE IOMHUIIIb MOETO UMEHU ?

— [lotomy 4TO OHO OBUIO OTJAHO BMECTO MOETO.

— Kem?

HeBouka nocmorpesa Ha Kasna.

OH cTOSJT UyTh B CTOPOHE, BHUMATEJIbHO HAOJIO/Iast 32 HUMH.
B ero smiie mosiBUIOCH YTO-TO HOBOE — HE y3HABaHUE, a Oecro-
KOKCTBO, KOTOPOE OH HE MOT OOBSICHUTD JIake camoMy ceoe.

— To1 gymaens, 310 caenan 7 — CIPOCHII OH.

— 4 Hruero He gymaro. I NIOMHIO TOJIBKO TO, YTO MHE OCTa-
BUJIN.

— Toraa mHe npuAETCs y3HATh OCTAILHOE.

— Tol yxe nbrTasics.

Kasn memyieHHO cikajl maJiblibl.

— W yt0 npousonwno?

— ThI 320B1I.

Bepa 3ameruna, kak n3MeHWI0Ch ero auio. OH He cTaj cro-
puTh, He TIOTpedoBaN IoKa3arebcTB. Ho oHa yBHUena, 4To 31U
CJIOBA 3a€/IM €ro CUJIbHEee, YeM OH XOTeJI MOKa3aTh.

— 4l He crany npocuth TeOs TOBEpATh MHE, — CKa3ajl OH
JeBOUKe. — VY TeOs1 HeT MPUYHH 3TO JienaTh. Ho s Xouy MOHSTh,
MOYEMY MOE UM CBSA3aHO C TBOMM MCYE3HOBEHUEM.



— [Motomy 4TO THI OBUT IOCNIETHUM, KTO TIOMHUJI MEHS.

— A notom?

— [loTtom THI OTAAJ CBOIO CMEPTH.

Kasn onyctun rnaza.

Bepa 3Hana, 4T0 OH IOMHUT O CBOEM TipornioM. OH He 32061,
CKOJIBKO JTofield YOI, He TiepecTasl 4YyBCTBOBATh BHHY 3a TO, UTO
coBepini. Ho ceituac Mexy HUIM Y 3TUMU BOCIIOMUHAHUAMU
BO3HMKJIa HOBasl MyCTOTa — Ta, KOTOPYIO HENb3si ObUIO 3aIlon-
HUTb MMPU3HAHUEM WU PacKasiHUEM.

OH He 3HaJI, 4YTO UMEHHO NOTEPSLIL.

W, BO3MOKHO, 3TO OBLJIO CTpaIIHEe BCEro.

— ApxuBapuyc, — ckazaja Bepa, He oTpbiBas B3IIsAAA OT
Kasna. — Bbl roBopriM, 4TO MOKETE MTPOBECTH HAC K TEM, KTO
3HaeT OOJbIIe BaC.

— Jla.

— Torna Benure.

— Kynma?

— Tyna, rae XxpaHATcA 3alUCu O KOPOJIEBCKOU cembe. MHe
HYKHBl TOKYMEHTHI O poxjaeHun Bcex nerer Cepedunbl. He
odunmanbHas porociaoBHas, a Hacrosmas. C UIMeHamu, JaTaMu
Y CBUJIETEJIbCTBAMU.

ApxuBapuyc NOCMOTPEII Ha HEE C BBIPAKEHUEM, KOTOPOE MOT-
JIO O3HAYaTh U YBAXKEHUE, U KAJOCTb.

— Bbl He noHUMaeTe, 4To MPOCUTE.

— DTO CTAaHOBUTCS Halllel OOIIEH MPUBBIYKOM.

— 3anmcu 0 KOPONEBCKUX JETSAX ObUIM YHUUYTOKEHBI.



— 3HauuT, HAUAEM TO, YTO UX YHUUTOKUJIO.

— HekoTtopsie JOKYMEHTBI HEJb3s1 IPOYECTh, HE 3AIUIATUB 3a
9TO BOCIIOMMHAHUEM.

— A HEKOTOpBbIE JIIJU YK€ HayaJli TepATh BOCIOMUHAHMS,
Jake He unTast JOKyMeHTOB. [lymaro, Mbl MOkeM ceOe TTO3BOJIUTD
PUCKHYTb.

ApxuBapuyc MOI4a.

Bepa marnyna k Hemy.

— BuI Benp 3HaeTe, rie UcKarb.

— 3Halo.

— Torpga XBaTUT TAHYTH BPEMSI.

Crapuk nocMoTpei1 Ha JeBOYKY, 3aTeM Ha Kasna. Hakoner on
TSIKEJO B3JOXHYJL.

— Ectb 01HO MecTo. CTapoe X paHWIUILE MO, 3aI1aJHBIM KPbI-
som aBopia. OHO ObLIO 3aKphITO emE npu dasapae. Tam iep-
’KaJIM 3aIMCH O TeX, Yb€ CYIIECTBOBAHUE KOPOJIb CUMTAI HEXKe-
JIaTeJIbHBIM.

— U BbI HUKOT/IA HE MBITATKMCH TYAA MONAacTh? — COpOCHUIa
Bepa.

— IIbrTasncs.

— Yro ciayumnocs?

— 41 3a0bL1, 3aUeM MPUIIET.

Bepa He Hania, 4To OTBETUTb.

ApxuBapuyc NOIHSI pyKY M yKa3ajl Ha Y3KUI [TPOXOJ] MEKIY
CTeJUIaKaMHu.

— 3a3ToU IBEPbIO HAXOIUTCS JIECTHUALIA K BOZHOMY 3aity. OT-



TyJa MOKHO BEPHYThCSI B TOPO/I, & 3aTeM J0OpaThCs JI0 JBOPIIA.
Ho g nomxen npenynpeauTts Bac: €CId XpaHWIUIIE BCE EILE CY-
HIECTBYET, OHO HE MO3BOJIUT OTKPHITh CBOU JIBEPU TOMY, KTO HE
T'OTOB Y3HaTb I1paBJy.

— A eciu MBI TOTOBBI?

— Torma oHO 320€pET y BaC TO, YTO BBl CUUTAETE CAMBIM IIEH-
HBIM.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— B Takom ciyuae myctb nonpooOyer.

[Tyt 0OpaTHO OKa3ajcs AJTMHHEe, YeM JOpOora B apXHB.

BoaHblit 3a71 npencrasiisiyl cOOOR KPYIylo Kamepy, B LIEHTpe
KOTOpOW HaxoauJIcs HermyOokui 6acceitH. Bona B HéM Obuia co-
BepIlIeHHO 4€pHOU. HU MOTOMOK, HU CTEHBI HE OTPakaIuCh Ha
MOBEPXHOCTH — TOJIBKO JIMIIA TE€X, KTO CTOSUI y Kpas.

Bepa yBuzena cBo€ oTpaxeHue U OCTAaHOBUJIACH.

JInio ObL10 €€ coOCTBEeHHBIM. biiegHas Koxa, TEMHBIE BOJIO-
Chbl, ycTasble ra3a. Ho ctonso eit MOpruyTh, Kak OTpaxeHue 3a-
Na3AbIBAJIO HA JOJI0 CEKYH[IBL.

Bepa nognsna pyky.

OTpaxeHue OCTanoCh HEMTOABUKHBIM.

— He cmotpu B Bogy, — nipeaynpeaun ApxuBapuyc.

Omna nocnentHo oreena B3I,

— Yro tam?

— To, 4TO ThI MOIJIa ObI BCTIOMHUTb.

— A eciu 4 3ax04y”?

— Torna Boga mokaxer Tebe BOCIIOMUHAHKE, KOTOPOE ThI 0-



Tepsiia. Ho He o0s13aTeibHO TBOE.

Bepa nocmorpesa Ha JEBOUKY.

— Thl yxe cMotpena?

Ta kuBHyJa.

— 41 yBunena mare. OHa cTosiia Ha Oepery u 3Bajna MeHs. 5
ToIUIa K Held, HO Boja craa rinyoxe. Korma st mourn noOpanack,
OHa CKa3aJla, YTO He Y3HAET MEHs.

— W uto THI CAENaNa?

— BepHyuace.

— Tlouemy?

JleBouka rmocMoTpesia Ha He€ Tak, Oy/ITO OTBET ObLT OUCBH/ICH.

— [loromy 4TO OHa MEHs He y3HaJa.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, KaK BHYTPU YTO-TO CKAJIOCh.

Omna BapyT MOHsIA, 4TO OOUTCS He camoro 3abBeHus1. He my-
CTHIX CTpaHUII, HE UCUE3AI0IIMX UMEH U HE TAMHCTBEHHOTO CY-
IECTBA, KOTOPOE MOIJIO UTb B UY)KUX BOCHIOMUHAHUSIX.

Omna Gosiytack OHAXK b BCTPETUTH MaTh M YBUIIETD B €€ I71a3ax
MYCTOTY.

Bosinack, 4To Ta MOCMOTPUT Ha He€, Kak Kasn cmorpen ceid-
yac, — 0e3 3710051, 0e3 KECTOKOCTH, MPOCTO HEe Y3HABasl.

— Ham HyxHO uaTu, — ckaszasia oHa.

ApxuBapuyc IpOTSHYJ ei HeOOJBIION CTEKJISTHHBIN (PIIaKOH.

BHyTpu meckasiach Karuisi MPO3pavyHOl KUAKOCTH.

— Yro 310?

— Bona u3 neporo konoana. Eciy noyyBcTByeliib, 4To 3a0bI-
Baelllb, 324€M ITPUILLIA, OTKPOU (PJIAKOH M IIPOU3HECH CBOE UMHI.



— W 310 nomoxer?

— Her. Ho 161 X0T$s1 661 TOAMENTH, UTO 32a0BEHHE HAYATIOCH.

Bepa nocmotpera Ha Hero ¢ HeJIOBEPUEM.

— BbI ymeere ytemarh.

— 4 He yremaw. { npegynpexmaar.

Omna yOpana (iakoH B KapMaH.

— A ecnu s 3a0yny coOCTBEHHOE UM ?

ApxuBapuyc He OTBETHIL.

U 310ro okasajaoch I0OCTaTOYHO.

Bepa marnyna B 6acceiiH nepBoi.

Boja nojiHsiack e 10 NMKOJIOTOK, 3aTeM JI0 KOJICH, HO HE Ha-
Mouwnia ofexny. [log Horamu He ObUIO HA. BMecTo kaMHs o1ry-
IIaJ1ach yrpyrasi OBEpXHOCTh, TIOXOXasl Ha HATSIHYTYIO TKaHb.

Kasn Bomeén ciepom.

JleBouka 3aepkaiach y Kpasi.

— Tot upemp? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

— 51 6o10Ch.

OTO MpU3HAHKE MPO3BYYATIO TaK HEOXKHIAHHO, 4TOo Bepa He
Cpa3y Halulach C OTBETOM.

JleBouka cMoTpesa Ha YEPHYIO BOMY, U €€ TaJIbIibl JPOXKAIIH.

— 41 6orock, UTO eciu mepeiay, To 3a0yay, Kak BBITJIsAIEIA
Matb. borock, uTo 3a0ydy, Kak 3ByJas e€ rojoc. A eciu 3a0ymy
3TO, YTO OT MEHSI OCTaHEeTCs1?

Bepa npotsiHyna eit pyky.

— 4 He mMory oGermaTh, 4TO Mbl HUUYEro He notepsieM. Ho s
MOT'y IO00eMIaTh, YTO He TIO3BOJIIO0 TeOe MCUe3HYTh MOTUa.



JleBouka rnocmMorpeJia Ha €€ JaJIOHb.

— TolI Bedp Jaxe He 3HAEIb, KTO .

— 3Hnato. Tel yenoBek, kotopoMy crpaiHo. IToka 3toro go-
CTaTOYHO.

Heckonbko cekyH[ IeBOUKa Komebasach, a 3aTeM B3siia eé 3a
PYKY.

Bona coMkHynach HajJ MX TOJIOBAMHU.

OHM BBIIUTY U3 KOJO/IIA MO/l CEPhIM YTPEHHUM HEOOM.

BeiipxobpM ocTaBalicst TAKUM e MyCThIM, Kak rpexje. JJoma
CTOSLIY C PACTIAXHYTHIMHU JBEPSIMU, HA OKHAX BUCEJIY BBILIBETILIVE
3aHABECKH, a Ha YJIUIaX He ObLJI0 HU €JUHOTO Clie/la YeIoBeve-
CKOT'O NPUCYTCTBUS.

Ho teneprs Bepa 3ameruna To, 4ero He BUIEIa PaHbIIIE.

Ha xax ot aBepy Bricesna MajieHbKasi cepeOpsHast MyroBHIa
C U300pakeHUeM rJiaza.

Nx 6bmn necatku. CoTHU.

OpHu MOTEMHENM OT BPEMEHM, JPYTUE BBIIVIAIEIN HOBBIMH.
Ha HEeKOTOPBIX BUIHENNCh MHULIAATIB, HA IPYTUX — KPOIIIEYHBIE
3HaKH, KOTopbie Bepa He Morya pa3oopars.

— Y10 310? — CIipocuiia oHa.

ApxuBapuyc BEIOpaJICS U3 KOJIOALIA TIOC/IETHUM ¥ BHUMATETb-
HO OCMOTpE YJIMILY.

— Mertkwu.

— Ybn?

— Tex, xoro ropos 3a0bLI.

Bepa nomonuia k 6mkaiiemy gomy. [lyroBurna Bucena Ha



pkaBoM reosze. OHa KOCHY/IAach €€ KOHYMKOM IaJiblia, U B FOJI0-
BE€ pa3faJICs IETCKUN CMEX.

Ha MraoBeHue nepen Hel BO3HUK MajibuuK JieT mectd. OH
CHJIEJI Ha TIOJIy U KaTWJI 10 I0CKaM JIEPEBSHHYIO0 Jioaaky. Pagom
CTOsLJ1a EHIIMHA, JIMIA KOTopoil Bepa He cMora pa3risiaers.

— Mama, — ckazaj MaJbuuK, — a KOr/ja ramna BepHETcs?

JKeHimHa npucesna psaaoM.

— Ckopo, MUJIBI.

— Tw1 oGemaens?

Omna He oTBeTHIIA.

Bocnomunanue ucuesio.

Bepa otnépnyna pyky.

— 31ech KUJIU JTIOIH.

— Ja, — ckazan ApxuBapuyc. — M KaxIpli U3 HUX OCTaBUJI
UMsl, KOTOPOE KTO-TO MBITAICS COXPAHUTD.

— Kro?

— TorT, KTO XUBET B UMEHAX.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha yauily, yChIITaHHYIO cepeOpsIHBIMU MET-
KamH.

— [louemy OH coxpaHseT uX, €C/Ii caM CTUPAET Jioae ?

— Bo3mosxHo, oH He cTupaeT. Bo3MoxHO, OH coOmnpaer.

— 3auem?

— YrtoObl OHAK/IBI BEPHYTH BCE Cpasy.

Kasn naxmypwuics.

— DTO MOXO0kKE Ha TO, YTO MbITAICS ClieJaTh JABAPI.

— Her, — BO3paswmi ApxuBapuyc. — DaBapi XOTeJl BEPHYTh



Tex, Koro notepsut. OH 3HaJI, KOro UIIEeT. A 3TO CyIIECTBO COOM-
paeT MMeHa JIofied, O KOTOPBIX HUKTO OoJbilie He TOMHUT. OHO
HE 3HAeT, KOro Bo3Bpainaet. M, BeposTHO, eMy BCE paBHO.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, KaK MO CIUHE MPOoOesKal XOJOI.

— Toraa 4ro Mpon30iAET, €ciii OHO BEPHET UX BCEX?

— 4 He 3HaW0.

— BbI c/Iikom 4acTo 3To roBopuTe.

— TloToMy 4TO BBI CJUIIIKOM YaCTO 3a/Ia€Te BOMPOCHI, HA KO-
TOpbIe HUKTO He JIOJKEH ObLIT OTBEYaTh.

OHU MOKMHYJIM TOPOA, KOTAA COJHIIE MOJHSJIOCh HaJ Tyma-
HOM. Jlopora K cTo/nuile TSAHY/Iach BAOJb PEKHU, U BIIEPBbIE 32 BCE
Bpems Bepa 3amernina, 9to Boga TEUET B OOpaTHYIO CTOPOHY.

Omna ocTaHOBHJIACh.

— Kasn, nocmorpu.

OH obepHyICH.

Peka nBuraiach oT MOpsi K UcTOKYy. Ha moBepXHOCTH TLIbUIM
JIUCTBS, BETKW W MaJleHbKHe OeJjible IBEThI, KOTOphble HE MOIJIH
pactu B 3TO BpeMs Iofia.

— DTO HOPMAJILHO? — CIPOCKJI OH Y ApXuBapuyca.

— Her.

— BB#I X0Ts1 ObI MHOT/Ia OTBEYaeTe YTO-HUOYIh OOHAIEKUBA-
1omiee?

— Korga ectb ocHOBaHUA.

Bepa npucena y Gepera u KOCHY1ach BOJIBI.

Omna yBujiena JeCSTKY JIULL.

Crapuku, AeTH, XeHIIUHbI, MyX4uHbl. OHU TU1aKau, IpY-



r'i€ CMESUTUCh, TPEThU CMOTPEH Ha HEE C BhIpaKeHHEM, KOTOpPOe
HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIO MOHSATH. VX TyOBI IBUTAIUCH OE33BYYHO.

3areM Bce Jula IOBEPHY/IMCh B OJIHY CTOPOHY.

W 3aroBopuiiv OTHOBPEMEHHO.

— IlomHu Hac.

Bepa ormarnysace.

Kasn cxBatui e€ 3a pyKy U OTTaIlAI OT BOJIBL.

— Yro Tl yBUAEA?

OHa TsKeNno aplaia.

— Jlopen.

— Kakux monen?

— Tex, koro 3a0bL1H.

ApxuBapuyc noOJIeaHeN.

— OHU He JIOJKHBI OBUTH TIPOCHYThCS.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTomy 4TO ecu MEPTBbIE HAYMHAIOT MPOCUTD, YTOOBI KX
MIOMHWJIY, 3HAYUT, KTO-TO yXkKe HauaJl 3a0MpaTh MaMsTh Y )KUBBIX.

OH nocMoTpeJt Ha IEBOYKY.

Ta crosina HEMOABMKHO, IM1Aas Ha peky. Ha e€ 3ansactee Te-
NIepb OCTABAJIMCH TOJIBKO JIBA KPACHBIX y3€JIKa.

— OpuH ucye3, — MpolerTana OHa.

Bepa nogonuia K Hew.

— Y0 310 3HAUUT?

JleBouka MeJJIEHHO MOAHSAJIA OJIOBY.

— 41 BcmomMHMIA, YTO OTHAXK/IBI YKe OblIa 3/1eCh.

— B Beipxonbme?



— Her. Ha 6epery stoii peku. Tonbko Tora oHa TeKJia B Ipy-
I'YIO CTOPOHY.

— Korga?

HeBouka nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— B TOT J1IeHb, KOrJja ThI IPUBET MEHS K KOPOJIIO.

Kasn 3actbin.

— 1 HUKOr/Ia He MPUBOWI TeOsI K KOPOJTIO.

— Tbl He NOMHMIIIB.

— 41 Obl He cTau...

OH 3amoJtual.

Bepa Bujiena, kak OH MbITa€TCs HAUTHU B ce0e XOTh YTO-TO, UTO
TOATBEPINIO Obl MM OMPOBEPITIO CJIOBa AeBOoYKU. Ho mamsTh
He oTBevasia. Tonbko ceppiie OMIOCh MO/ pyOaIikoil — KHUBOE,
yA3BHMOE, HE CITIOCOOHOE 3aIIUTUTH €r0 OT MPOIILIOTO.

— Yro npousonuio npu Asope? — crpocuiia Bepa.

JleBouka mocMoTpeJsia Ha He€, U B €€ IJ1a3ax MosIBUJIOCH BbIpa-
’KeHue, Kotoporo Bepa npex/e He Bujena.

Crolg.

— 4 ue 38a10. Ho 1 moMHI0, 4TO THI OBLIA TaM.

—A?

— Twl cTosina pssmoM ¢ Matepblo. Tel ObuTa crapiie MeHs. Ha
TeOe ObLIO TEMHOE TIIaThe, a B BOJIOCAX — cepeOpsHast 3aKOJIKA.
Thl TIaKaJIa ¥ MPOCHUIIA KOPOJIS He 3a0UpaTh MEHS.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasIa, 4TO 3eMJIsl YXOAUT Y HEE U3-TIOJ HOT.

— 1 HuKor/Ia He ObLIa MpH IBOpE.

— 4 3Haro.



— Ortkyna?

JleBOUKa OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJIACh €€ PYKHU.

— IloToMy 4TO MOTOM ThI UCYE3JIA.

Bepa orcrynuna.

— Her. 4 He ucue3ana. 4 xuna B Huxxnem ropope. S pocna,
yumsiach, padbotana. Y MeHs Oblla MaTh. . .

OHa ocekJ1ach.

JIuno marepu CHOBa yCKOJIb3HYIIO.

Ha stot pa3 Bepa He cTasia nbITarbcsi €ro BCIIOMHUTb.

Ona nocmotpena Ha Kasna.

— Ham HyxHO nonactb BO IBOpEIl.

— Jla, — oTtBeTuI OH.

— W ecnu BBIACHUTCS, UTO 51 AGUCTBUTEBHO ObLIA YACTBHIO
9TOM UCTOPUH, Tl PACCKaXEIIb MHE BCE, YTO y3Haellb. Jlaxe ec-
JIV TIPaB/1a OKAXKETCsl YKACHOM.

Kasn nonro cmorpen Ha Hee.

— Oobemaro.

Bepa HeBOIBHO B3/1pOrHYyJIA.

— He nano.

— Yro0?

— He naBaii oGermmanuii, KOTOPbIX HE CMOJKEIITh BBITIOJHUTb.

OH omycrun nasa.

— Torpna st ckaxy uHaue. 5l mocrapaich He CKpbIBaTh OT TeOs
npasay. [laxe eciu oHa OyJeT KacaThCsi MEHsI CaMoro.

Bepa kuBnyna.

3t0 OBLIO YecTHee.



OHU TPOAOIKUIIN ITYTh.

K nonynHio Briepeau mokasanuch OamHu cronuisl. Ho yem
OJ1MKe OHM TIOIXOAMJIM, TEM CHIIbHee Bepa olyiaia crpaHHylo
TpeBory. 1 opo BeIIIAEN 3HAKOMBIM U OJHOBPEMEHHO UYKUM.
Ha BopoTtax He ObUIO KOpOIEeBCKMX 3HAMEH. CTpakHUKU CTOSI-
71 MOITYa, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHUs Ha TIPOXOXKUX. A HaJ| IJ1aB-
HOM OalHel pa3BeBasicsl YEpHBIN (uiar, kotoporo Bepa Hukoraa
Ipexk/Ie He BUJEA.

Ha ero noiotHuIIe ObUT BHIIIUT cepeOPSHBIN IJ1a3.

— Yr0 npounsonio? — crpocuiia oOHa.

ApxuBapuyc He OTBETUJL.

OnHM nofoLUIM K BOPOTaM.

CrpaxHUK MpErpagusi UM JOPOry, MOJHSB KOIbE.

— HazoBure ce0s1.

— Bepa Ocrenb, — orBetmina Bepa.

CrpaXHUK HaXMypHJICH.

— Takoro umeHu HeT B CITUCKax.

— Torpa 3anumure.

— 41 He Mory 3amucarb TO, Yero He CylIeCTBYET.

Bepa nodyBcTBOBaJIa, KAK BHYTPU BCE CKAJIOCH.

— Yro BBl UMEETE B BUAY?

CrpaxHUK OTKPBUI KHUTY YYETA U IOBEPHYJI €€ K HEU.

Ha crpanuiie 6bU1M nepedrcieHbl IMeHa BCeX, KTO BOIIEN B
CTOJIMLLY 3a [OCJIeAHUE AHU. Bepa yBujena 3HakKoMble (paMUIINH,
natsl, noMeTku. Ho Mex 1y IByM# 3alucsMu ocTaBajlach IycTas
CTPOKa, OYATO KTO-TO BHIPBAJ U3 KHUTH LEJIBIH JIUCT.



— 371€ech JOIKHO OBITh MOE UMsI, — CKa3aJia OHa.

— Bo3M0kHO, KOrjga-To U OBLIO.

— 4 npoxoauia yepes 3T BOpoOTa.

— 4 Bac He NTOMHIO.

Bepa o6epnynace k Kasny.

OH cMmoTpen Ha He€ ¢ TPEBOTOM, HO HE MPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA.

CTpaxHUK OIyCTHII KOIIBE.

— IIpocrture, rocnioxa. f He xoren Bac oouaeTsh. Ho ecm Ba-
I1e UMs MCUYE3JI0 U3 CIIUCKOB, BaM NPUIETCA OOPATUTHCS B KaH-
LEJISPUIO.

— A e ona?

— Bo aBopuie.

Bepa nocmotperna Ha Y€pHbii hiar HaJ1 OalnTHEew.

— Tornma Mbl uAEM Tyna.

CTpaXXHUK OTCTYIIJI, OCBOOOXAs TOPOTY.

Koraa oHu nmpoxonuau MUMO HEro, OH BAPYT OKJIMKHY Kas-

— T'ocnogua!

Kasn oGepnyics.

CTpaxHUK CMOTpEJI Ha HETO C HEMOAJEIbHBIM YKaCOM.

— BBl... BBI BE/Ib yMEPIIH.

Kasim menieHHo mogonen K Hemy.

— MbI 3HaKOMBI?

CrpaxHUK noOneIHel.

— Her. To ecTb... 51 He 3HaW0. { MOMHIO, Kak BaC XOPOHWJIU.
[MomHIo 3aKpBITHIH TP0O. [ToMHIO, Kak KOPOJIb TPUKA3a HE MPo-



W3HOCUTH Ballle UMsI.

— Kaxou koposns? — cnipocuia Bepa.

CrpaXxHUK OTKPBLIT POT.

U 3a0b171.

Ero mumo crano mycteiM. OH TOCMOTpeNn Ha COOCTBEHHYIO
KHUIY, 3aTEM Ha KOITbE B PyKaXx, CJIOBHO HE MOT MTOHSATh, KAK OKa-
3aJICS1 y BOPOT.

— IIpoctute, — npodopmoTan oH. — f, Kaxkercs, ycTall.

Bepa cxBaruna Kasna 3a pyky.

— Hawm nyxHo BHYTpb. Hemenienso.

OHu npomwM yepe3 BOpoTa U HAITPABUJIUCh K JIBOPLLY.

Ha nuiomaau nepes HUM CTOsT OTPOMHBIM NTAMSATHUK. PaHb-
1€ 37IeCh BO3BBILIAJIACH CTaTys Dasapaa Broporo, HO Teneps eé
3aMEHWI KaMEHHBIM TIOCTAMEHT C ITyCTHIM MecTOM Hasepxy. Ha
JIMIIEBOK CTOPOHE OBLJIO BHICEUEHO:

«KOPOJIb, UYbk UM BbLJIO 3ABBITO, HE MO-
7KET BBITb BO3BPAIIEH>.

Ilox HaAIUACHIO KTO-TO Halaparnas TpH CJIOBa.

«OH BCE EIIE CJIVIIIAET».

Bepa ocraHoBuace.

— MBbI JomKHBL OBLTM OCTAaThCSl B apXUBE, — TUXO CKa3ajia
OHa.

— [louemy? — cnpocui Kasn.

OHa nocMoTpesia Ha JBOpEll, Ha YEPHBINA hy1ar U Ha MyCTOr
MOCTAMEHT.

— [lotomy 4TO, Kaxercs, HaC yKe KIaJH.



W B 3TOT MOMEHT BCE KOJIOKOJIA CTOJIMIIBI yAAPUIIA OJJHOBpE-
MEHHO.

Ha 3T10T pa3 HUKTO He 3a0bL1 M.

3a0bUH JTUILIA.

Jliony Ha TUIOIAM OCTAaHOBWJTUCH, OOEPHYJIUCH JPYT K IPYTY
Y HayaJiM KpudaTtb. Marepu He y3HaBaiu gerer. Myxbs cMOT-
peJu Ha KEH, CJIOBHO BUJIENU UX BriepBble. CTapyKU XBaTaJKCh
3a TOJIOBBI, MMBITASICh BCIOMHUTH COOCTBEHHBIE OTPAKEHUS.

Bepa yBunena, kak 1eBouka psiAOM C HEW 3aKpblia rJ1a3a.

OpuH U3 JBYX OCTaBIIMXCSI KPACHBIX Y3€JIKOB JIOMHYIL.

N nesouka npomenrana:

— 41 BcnomHMIa, KTO ObLT HAIIIUM OTIIOM.

OHa OTKpbUIa I71a3a U MOCMOTPEIA Ha IyCTON MOCTAMEHT.

— Dr0 ObLT HE DABApII.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, Kak MO KOXe MpoOe)as JeAsTHON XO-
JIOZI.

— Torna xto?

JleBouKa OTBETMIIA HE CPa3y.

Korna oHa 3aroBopuia, €€ roioc cTaj COBCEM THUXHUM.

— YenoBek, KOTOPOro KOpoJjib 0OsiyIcs OOJbIle CMEPTH.

W Haj HUMU, HA caMO# BBICOKOM OalllHe JBOpIIA, pacriaxHy-
JIOCh OKHO.

B TemHOTE 32 CTEKJIOM KTO-TO CTOSIII.

Bbicokuii, HEMOABUKHBIN CHITYIT.

OH MoAHSUT PyKY M MIPUJIOKIUIT TAJIET] K TyOam.

Bepa He cMmoria pa3risieTs ero Jmia.



Ho Ha ero pyke CBEpKHYJIO KOJIBLIO C YEPHBIM KAMHEM.

I'naBa 6

Konokosa 3amommyanu, HO Iionaip NpoaosiKaia KpuJarh.

Bepa HuKorga He cibllianga CTOJbKO YEJIOBEYECKOro cTpaxa
oqHOBpeMeHHO. OH MOAHMMAJICSI HaJl MOCTOBOUM XPUIUIBIMU TO-
JI0CaM¥, CpbIBAJICA HA JETCKUM IjIad, MpeBpaniajics B OeccBs3-
HbIE BOITPOCHI. JIIoaM XBaTaau Jpyr Apyra 3a IJIeuu, 3ariisIblBa-
7M1 B JiuIa OJIM3KUX, Ha3bIBAJIM UMEHA, CJIOBHO MOIJIM yIepXKaTb
MCUE3AI0IIYI0 PEAIbHOCTh OJHUM TOJIBKO 3BYKOM.

— Mama? — Kpuyana AeBOYKa B KPACHOM MAJIbTO, TPSCA
’KEHIMHY 3a pyKy. — Mawma, 310 ! [TocmoTpu Ha MeHs!

JKeHIMHa cMoTpesia Ha HEE C YKACOM.

— K0 11?7 OTIIyCTH MEHA!

Manbumk JIeT AeCATH MbITAICS yAepKaTh 3a pyKaB CTapuKa,
KOTOPBII OTTAJIKUBAJI €10, IOBTOPSISl, YTO HUKOTJa HE BUJIEJ 3TO-
ro ped6eénka. Mosnosoit My>kunHa ynaji Ha KOJIeHU MOCPeIH TUIo-
I Y TIPUHSLICS OIIYTBIBaTh COOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO, OY/ITO Haje-
sICsT OOHAPYKUTh HA HEM TOICKA3KY, CIIOCOOHYIO BEPHYTh €My
camoro ceosl.

Bepa He morya oTBecTH B3MIAA.

Ona BUZENa, Kak JIOOU TEPSAIOT HE MPOCTO BOCIIOMUHAHUSI.
OHu Tepsui TpaBo OBITh 3HAKOMBIMU APYT Apyry. Vx oOmas
KU3Hb pacnajaiach Ha OT/eJNIbHble, OECCBSI3HbIE THU, U HUKTO
y’e He MOT' JOKa3aTh, YTO KOI/1a-TO JIIOOWI, 3a00THIICs, Kaa.

— Hawm HyxHO BO ABOpell, — CKa3aJia OHa.

— Thl Buzena, yro npousonuto? — crpocun Kas.



— Bupena.

— U BCE paBHO X04UelIb UATH TY/A, OTKYIA 3TO HAYAJIOCh?

— Oco0GeHHO TI03TOMY.

OH nocMoTpes Ha He€ ¢ pa3ApakeHUeM, KOTOPOe NOKa3aI0Ch
Bepe noutu poaHbIM.

— Bl Bceraa tak nocrymnaere?

— Kak?

— bexure HaBCTpeuy ONACHOCTH, AAaKe HE BBISICHUB, UTO OHA
COOOM TIpeICTaBIISET.

— Her. lHoraa g cHavyana pyraiochk.

— W 310 nomoraer?

— Mue — na. OcTanbHbIM NPUXOAUTCS TEPIETh.

Kasir enBa 3aMETHO YCMEXHYJICS, HO TYT ke noceppesHen. O
OMJIsSiZIeNT TUIOIIA/Ib, MBITASICh HAUTA UCTOYHMK ITPOUCXOSIIETO.
B ero aBukeHUsIX elié coXpaHsulach MPUBBIYHASI COOPAHHOCTD
YyeJIoBeKa, KOTOPbIM KOrjJa-To OTBevYas 3a yy:xue cMeptu. OgHa-
KO Terepb OH He MOT ToJarathcsl Ha npexkHon cuity. OH Obul
CMEPTHBIM, a €ro NaMsATh OCTABAJIACh U3PAHEHHOM, CIIOBHO KTO-
TO BbIPBAJI U3 HEE CaMble Ba)KHbIE CTPAHULIBI.

— Thl 1oMKEH aepxkarbes psIoM, — cKazasa Bepa.

— Ilouemy?

— I[NoToMy YTO ThI TOJILKO YTO 3a0BLT MEHSI, TOTOM BCTIOMHIIT,
a 3aTeM CHOBa 3a0bUI1. 1 He X04y MpPOBEPATh, CKOJILKO pa3 3TO
MOJKET MOBTOPUTHCS, MIPEKAE YEM Thl HAUHEIIb CUMTATh MEHS
MOI03PUTEIbHON HE3HAKOMKOM C IyPHBIM XapaKTEPOM.

— B03MOXHO, BB M €CTb [TOIO3PUTESIbHAS HE3HAKOMKA C Iy p-



HBIM XapaKTEPOM.
— Bot Bugums? [Iporpecc. YVike nourn y3Ha€up MeHs.
Kasn nocmotpesn Ha He€ BHUMATe bHEe.

— 41 He nomHIO Bac, Bepa. Ho, korga Bbl roBOpUTE, MHE Ka-
JKETCsI, UTO $1 IOJKEH ObLT Obl TIOMHUTb.

Omna He oTBeTHIIA.

Bepa Gosinack umeHHo 3Toro. He moiHOro vcue3HoBeHus, a
OCTaTKOB — KPOILEYHBIX OCKOJIKOB YYBCTBA, KOTOPbIE MOTJIU CO-
XPaHUTBCSI B HEM TOCIIE TOTO, KaK MaMsATh OblJTa YHUUITOXKEHA.
OHu aBay HAZAEKIy U TYT XKe MPUIUHSIA OO0JTb, TIOTOMY UTO
He 00eIIaI HUYero, KpoMe HOBBIX TOTEPb.

— Toraa He nbITakics BCHOMUHATL, — IIPOM3HEC/IAa OHA HAKO-
Hell. — [IpocTo cMOTpH, YTO MPOUCXOAUT ceiyac.

— 9TO COBET WM NpuKas?

— Penkuii cinyyai, Korga si cama He 3Halo.

OHU IBUHYJIHUCh K JBOPLLY.

ApxuBapuyc HIEN BIIEPEIH, HE OIS AbIBAsACh. [leBOUKa aepxa-
Jack psoM ¢ Bepoid, u Ta 3aMeTnia, uTo e€ cepeOpsiHbIe BOJIO-
ChI cTayv 1mouTH OebiMu. Ha 3arsicTbe octasicst OiH KpacHbIN
y3€JI0K. [IBa Ipyrux UCUYEs3sy, CJIOBHO X HUKOIIA HE CYILECTBO-
BaJIO.

— Tt uyBcTBYemb cebs xyxe? — crnpocuia Bepa.

— Her.

— He nrm.

— 4 He sry. 4 pocTo He 3HAI0, YTO YYBCTBYIO.

JleBouka MocMoTpesia Ha JIIOJIEW, METABIIUXCS O TJIOMIAIHN.



— Korza ucues nepBblii y3e/0K, S BCNOMHWIA, YTO Y MEHSI
Obu1a cectpa. Korga ncues Bropoit — BCIIOMHMIIA OTIIA. Terneph
s TIOMHIO, YTO OH CJieJiayl C HaMH.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— OH pazpenun Hac.

— Koro?

— Hac ¢ To060ii.

Bepa ocraHoBusiach.

JleBouKka TOKe OCTAaHOBWJIACh, HO HE TTOBEPHYJIACh K HEM.

— 41 He 3Hal0, KaK 3TO OOBSACHUTH, — MPOIOJIKIIIA OHA. —
Bocriomunanus npuxoasaT Kyckamu. MIHOra si BUKY KOMHATy,
MHOTIIA CIbIy rosioca. MIHorga MHe KakeTcsi, 4To s MPOoXUIIa
LIENTYI0 KU3Hb, & [TOTOM ITOHUMAI0, YTO MOMHIO TOJIKO OJIH JIEHb.

— ThI TOBOPHIIIH O TOM, YTO MBI ObLITH CECTpaMu?

— Jla.

— W 1b1 yBepeHa, 4To 3TO He JIOKHOE BOCIIOMUHAHUE?

JleBOUKa IMoKavaia rojiloBom.

— Her. Ho g yBepeHa, 4T0 OHO MOE.

Bepa xotena 3agath emi€ ofirH BOIPoc, HO ApXUBapuyC Pe3Ko
TIOJHSLT PYKY.

— Tue.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIUCh Y IIIMPOKOTO NEPEKPECTKA MEPEN] IBOPLO-
BBIM MOCTOM.

Ha npoTuBOMONOXHON CTOPOHE CTOST YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM
rtaiie. Ero JMiio cKpbIBat KamoIoH, a PyKy ObUTH CIIOKEHBI Te-
pen coboit. OH He IBUTAJICSA, HE TBITAJICS TIPUBJIEYh UX BHUMA-



HUE U, Ka3aJI0Ch, COBEPILIEHHO HE 3aMeual Xaoca Ha IUIOIAIHN.

Bepa y3Has1a KOJIBLIO Ha €ro nasbLe.

Y€pHblil KaMEHb.

— 9TO OH, — MpOILENTAIa IEBOYKA.

ApxuBapuyc noOJIeaHeN.

— Her. He moxert ObITb.

— Toi 3Haemn ero? — cnpocuia Bepa.

— 41 3HA10 KONBIO.

— A 4enoBeka?

Crapuk Me[JIEHHO ITOKayaJs rOJIOBOU.

— Her.

— YIuBUTENBHO, KaK 4acTo 3[I€Ch BCTPEYAIOTCS JIIU, KOTO-
PHIX HUKTO HE 3HaeT, HO Bce 0osATCSl.

YeroBeK B UEPHOM ILIAILE TTOJHSLT TOJIOBY.

Bepa He yBujena ero juiia, HO MOYYBCTBOBaJIa, UTO OH CMOT-
PUT NIPSAMO Ha HEE.

3areM OH 3aroBOpHJI.

— Bepa Screns.

Ero ronoc npo3By4aji HErpoOMKO, OJJHAKO OHA YCJIbIIIAIA Kax-
JI0€ CJIOBO CKBO3b KPUKH, IJI1a4 U LIIyM TOJIIIbI.

Kasn marnyn nepes Hef.

— He orBevaii, — cka3zayl ApxuBapuyc.

— Ilouemy? — cnipocuiia Bepa.

— IMoTomy 4To OH Ha3BaJ TeOsI.

— MeHs u 6e3 TOro Bce Ha3bIBAIOT.

— He Tak.



YesioBeK CHOBA MPOU3HEC €€ UMS:

— Bepa Screns.

Ha 10T pa3 oHa novyBCcTBOBaJIa, KaK YTO-TO BHYTPHU OTKJIMK-
Hysnoch. He maMsaTh, HE CTpax — CKOpee BHE3allHOE y3HaBaHUeE,
Oy/ATO OHA yCIbIIana COOCTBEHHBIN TOJIOC, TIPO3BYYABIINI U3
Yy;KOro pra.

— Kr0 BBI? — KpHKHYa OHA.

ApxuBapuyc CXBaTHII €€ 32 PYKY.

— 51 mpocun Tedst He oTBevarsb!

Ho 6bu10 o3 HO.

YesnoBek B UEPHOM ILIAILE MEJICHHO CHSUI KAITIOLIOH.

[lepen HUMM CTOSUT My)XKUYMHA JIET NATUAECATH, C TEMHBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, TPOHYTHIMU CEJUHOM, U JIULIOM, HA KOTOPOM BpeMsi
OCTaBWJIO CJIEJIbl YCTAJIOCTH, HO HE CTAPOCTH. Y HEro ObLIM Tpa-
BUJIbHBIE YepThbl, TOHKHE T'yObl U CIIOKOMHBbIE IJ1a3a YesIOBEKa,
MIPUBBIKIIETO K TOMY, YTO OKPYKAIOIIME BBITIOIHSIOT €r0 MPOCh-
OBl eInIg JI0 TOro, KaK OH 3aKOHYUT TOBOPUTb.

Bepa ne 3Hana ero.

N BcE ke, Korma oH IMOCMOTPEST HA HEE, Y HEE BOZHUKJIO Ke-
JIAHWE OTCTYIUTb.

He u3 crpaxa nepen yrpo3oii. I3 crpaxa nepej npaBIou.

— MeHs 30ByT Dnmac, — cKazajl MykK4uHa. — XOTs, BEpo-
SITHO, Thl HUKOT/IA HE CJIBIIIAJIA 9TOTO UMEHH.

JleBouka u3ana KOPOTKHM, CIaBJI€HHBIN 3BYK.

— Orer. ..

Dnmac nepeBen Ha Hee B3I,



— 31paBCTBYi1, JUTS.

Omna oTcTynuia, HATKHYBIIMCH HAa Bepy.

— Her, — mnpomrentana ona. — Her, Tbl He MOXeIllb OBITh
311ECh.

— TMoyemy? — cnipocun myxunHa. — Pa3Be s1 He oOemain
TeOe, YTO OTHAXK/IbI MBI BCTPETUMCSI CHOBA?

— ToI ckazai, 4to MeHs Oosbiiie He OyyeT!

— ¢ ckaza, 4YTo HUKTO HE CMOXeET TeOs1 HalTH.

— Th1 3a0pan MOE nms!

DJMac He CTayl OTPULIATD.

— Jla.

Bepa nouyscTBOBana, kak Kasn Hanpsrcs psioM ¢ Heil.

— Yro0 BHI C HeW caaeain? — CIPOCKIT OH.

MyXunHa BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPEJ Ha HETO.

— Kaan Benp. [ocnennuii nanad. YenoBek, KOTOPbIN OIHA-
K]l PEIlnII, YTO COCOOeH OOMaHYTh CMEPTh.

— 4 Gonbinie He manay.

— Pazymeercs. Tol oTaan 10, UTO AENAIO TEOS GECCMEPTHBIM.
W Tereph XOOUIIb TIO 3eMJIe, KaK JIOOW JPYyroil 4eioBeK, yBe-
PEHHBIN, YTO CMEPTHOCTh CAEJIAET €ro Jyyllle.

— 4 ne yBepeH HM B uéM, — oTBeTr1 Kasn. — Ho no kpaii-
Hell Mepe Tenepb MOHKUMAIO, UTO 33 CBOM MOCTYIKU MPUAETCS OT-
BEYATh.

Ha nuiie Dnuaca nosiBuiach TeHb YJIBIOKH.

— To1 Bcerma ObLT XOPOIII B KPacHBBIX CJIoBax. JKaib, 4To ma-
MSATh y TeOs OKa3aiach XyxKe.



Kasi noGieauert.

— Brl 3Haerte, uTo g 3a0bL1?

— 3Halo, 4To ThI 3a0BLT TOpa3o0 OOJIbIIe, YeM JTyMaelllb.

Dnumac nepeén B3MsAL Ha Bepy.

— A Tbl, TIOXOXkE, BCE €IlE 3aJaElIb BOIPOCH], HA KOTOPbIE
TeOe He cJieyeT 3HAaTh OTBETHI.

— A BBI, IOXOXkeE, BCE €IIIE CUYNTAETE, YTO MOKETE pEIIaTh 3a
JOpYyTuX, 4YTO UM CJI€yeT 3HaTh.

— 41 He pemaro 3a Tebs1. S mpITalOCh He AaTh TeOe COBEPIIUTh
Ty XK€ OIUOKY, YTO U TBOSI MaTh.

Bepa 3amepina.

— Yro BbI cKazayn?

— TBost MaTb XoTena crnact Bcex. OHa Bepuiia, 4To JII0OOBb
CMOCcOOHa yJepKaTh YeIOBeKa B MUpPE, Tae KOIjia caM MUp OT-
Ka3bIBAETCsl PU3HABAThH €0 CYIIECTBOBAHUE. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OHa ToTepsijla BCE, YTO NbITAJIACh COXPAHUTb.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, Kak B Py MOJHUMAETCS THEB.

— BbI He nmeeTe rpaBa TOBOPUTH O HEW.

— Bo3moskHo. Ho 310 He caenaer Mou clioBa MEHee MpaB/Iu-
BBIMU.

— Bb1 3HaM €€?

Drmac MOCMOTPEN Ha HEE TIOYTH C HEKHOCTBIO.

— Jlyudiiie, 4em Thl MOXKeElIb PEJCTABUTD.

Bepa marnyna Bnepén, Ho Kasn ynepxain e€ 3a pyky.

— He Hano, — tHxo ckaszai oH.

— OH 3HaeT MO MaThb.



— VIMeHHO 03TOMY He CTOUT MO3BOJIATh EMY YITPABJIATh pa3-
TOBOPOM.

Dnmac ycablal ux.

— Thl Bcé emé meiTaciibes e€ 3amminarh, Kasn? Jlaxe He
IIOMHS#, KTO OHa?

— 41 3ammmnian 4yenoBeka, KOTOPhIA CTOUT NEPEJO MHOU.

— Kak 6nmaropoano. U kak 6ecrionie3Ho.

MyxuuHa caesna mar K HUM.

ApxuBapuyc HeMeJIEHHO BCTall MeX Iy HUM U Bepoi.

— Tl He MMeeIIb ITpaBa 3/16Ch HAXOOUTHCS.

DMac NOCMOTPEJT Ha CTApUKA.

— A TbI BCE €IlE MPUTBOPSIEIILCS, YTO APXUB MPUHAJIEKUT
TeOe?

— OH npHUHAIEKUT TEM, YbM UMEHA B HEM XPaHATCA.

— Toraa noyemy Thl HE HOMHUIIL TTOJIOBUHBI U3 HUX ?

ApxuBapuyc nooseaHen.

Drac npoaoJIKUII:

— CKOJIBKO MMEH TBI TOTEPSUI 3a nocieiHue cTo Jiet? CKoub-
KO JTIOJIeH Mcue3sio psiMo y TeOst Ha ria3ax ? Trl Ha3biBaelb cedst
XpaHUTENIeM, HO XPaHHUIIIb TOJILKO COOCTBEHHYIO TPYCOCTb.

— 3amoiuu.

— Tel MOr OcTaHOBHUTH MEHS. MOT OTKPBITh X paHWIULIE, 110~
Ka KOpoJib eni€ Obul )kMB. Mor ckazaTh npaBay Kasny, korga Tot
NpUIIEN K TeOe 3a moMoiibio. Ho Thl mpennovén crpsitaTbes cpe-
TV KHUT U KJaTh, OKA BCE 3aKOHYMUTCSI CaMO COOOM.

ApxuBapuyc ApoKail.



Bepa nukorna He Bugena ero takum. [axke mepen 4y€pHou
KHUIOM, JJa)ke KOrja McYe3ald UMEHA, OH COXPaHsUI CIOKOW-
CTBUE 4YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBIM JIaBHO MPUHSLI COOCTBEHHOE OeccH-
sue. Teneps ke Ka3aaoch, YTO DIIMAC OHUM Pa3roBOPOM paspy-
IIWJI TO HEMHOTO€, YTO YAEpKUBAJIO €r0 Ha HOTax.

— Tol He 3Haenb, 4YTO MPOU3OILIO, — MPOUBHEC CTAPUK.

— 41 3Ha10 BCE, UTO THI MBITAEIILCS 3a0bITh.

Dnuac noBepHyJics K Bepe.

— ToI Xouenb 3HaThb, KTO 47

— Jla.

— 41 ObLT YeTOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY KOPOJIb JIOBEPHII COXPAHUTD
TO, YTO HEJIb3s ObLJIO COXPAHUTh. S ObUT APYroM TBOEH MaTepHu.
$1 OBLT TEM, KTO MBITAJICS yAepKaTh KOPOJEBCKYIO CEMbBIO OT pac-
naja, Koraa DaBapj periwi, YT0 CMePTh — BCETO JIUIIh OIr0-
Ka, KOTOPYI0 MOKHO UCITPaBUTb.

— U BBI HE cMOITIH.

— Her.

BriepBrie B rosioce Dnuaca npo3Byvasa yCTajaoCTb.

— 41 He cmor. Ho s Hamén cnoco® UCpaBUTh MOCIIEICTBUS.

— Bui 3a0pasiu ums y 1eBouKH, — cka3ajia Bepa.

— 4 cripsTan ero.

— DTO OJHO U TO Xke?

— Jl1s TOro, KOro uieT TOT, KTO XUBET B UMEHax, — J1a.

— A g ueé?

DJmac OCMOTPEN Ha JEBOYKY.

— JI1g HEe€ 3TO CTaI0 €AUHCTBEHHBIM CITOCOOOM BBIKHTD.



— BbI Mo cipocuTh €€, XOUeT JIM OHA TAKOW JKU3HU.

— Ona Obuta peOEHKOM.

— W 410? D10 IaBano BaM MpaBo pemiaTh 3a Hee?

— 41 Gbu1 €€ oTIHOM.

— 3ITO HE OTBET.

DMac A0JIT0 MOTYa.

— Her, — HakoHen npousHec oH. — He gasaro.

Bepa He oxupgana takoro orsera. OHa MPUrOTOBUIIACH CIIO-
pUTh, OOBUHSATH, TPEOOBATH OOBSCHEHHIA, HO ITPU3HAHKE ITPO3BY-
YaJio CJIUIIKOM MPOCTO. B HEM He ObUIO HU MOTBITKY OMPAB/IaTh-
Cs1, HY JKeJIaHU Sl 3aCITyKUTh MTPOITICHUE.

Tonbko ycTanocTs.

W BCE xe 3T0 HUYETrO HE MEHSAJIO.

— Bprl roBopure, yro cnacaymu e€. Ho tenepb oHa He 3HaeT
COOCTBEHHOTO UMEHHM, He TIOMHUT JIETCTBA U OOUTCS JJaXe Mpo-
W3HECTHU TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh Y HEE B MAMATH. JTO U €CTh Ballle Cra-
ceHue”?

— Her. 910 ero nena.

— Torma BBl 3aIUIaTUIN HE CBOEH LIEHOM.

DMac NoCMOTpeJT Ha HEE.

— VImeHHO 103TOMY 51 IO3BOJIWIT TeOe HAWTH MEHS.

Kasit pe3ko nogHs1 roiosy.

— Yro0?

— Bub1 062 uiere otBeThl. Bepa xouet y3HaTh, mouemy Tepsiet
naMsTh 0 Matepu. Thl XOUelllb y3HaTh, MOYEMY 3a0bLT IEBOUKY.
A OHa XO4YeT BEpHYTb CBOE UMs. Sl MOry MOMOYb BaM BCEM.



— W 4ero Bb oTpedyeTe B3ameH? — crpocuia Bepa.

Dnuac yapIOHyICS.

— HakoHen-To npaBujIbHbIN BOIPOC.

OH NOIHST PYKY C YEPHBIM KOJIBLIOM.

KameHp BHYTpH OITpaBbI ObLIT HE YEPHBIM, KaK MOKa3aJIoCh W3-
naneka. B ero rmyOuHe mBUTANach KpolleyHasl CBeTias TOUKa,
TOXO’Kasl Ha 3Be3]1y, OTPAKEHHYIO B OE3/JOHHOM BOJIE.

— 4 He xouy HM Balllel KPOBH, HU BalllMX XU3HEU, — Ipo-
u3HEc Dnmmac. — MHe HyX)XHO, 4TOOBI Bbl OTKPBUTA X PAHUIIUIIIE
O], 3aI1aAHBIM KPbLJIOM JIBOPIIA.

ApxuBapuyc pe3Ko MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY.

— Her!

— T&I 3HaenIb, YTO TaM.

— Tam HeT Hu4ero, KpoMe pa3pylIeHHbIX 3aIUCEN.

— Tornia Tebe Hevero OoAThCS.

— To1 oxéns.

DJmac He CcTajl OTBEYATh.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha ApxuBapuyca.

— YT10 HaxoAUTCS B XpaHWIUILIE?

Crapuk 3aKpbLi [J1a3a.

— 3anuch 0 pOKIEHUU MOCeHel 1ouepu KoposieBbl Cepe-
(puHbBL

JleBouka CygOpOKHO BIOXHYJIA.

— Moé€ numa?

— Bo3moxHO, — otBetrs1 ApxuBapuyc. — Ho He Tosnbko
OHO.



— Yto eme?

— Hcropus Toro, moyemy €€ ums npUILIoch crupaTars. M kto
organ ero Kasny.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak cepiiie 3a0uiock ObicTpee.

— BrBI ckazanm, 4yTo UM OTIa I BMECTO €€ UMeHU. YTo 31O
3HAYUT?

ApxuBapuyc OTKPBLI [JI1a3a.

— Kasn He npocto 3a6b11 eBouky. Korma-To oH cornacuics
crath xpaHureneMm e€ umenu. OH JomkeH ObUT IOMHUTDH €€ 3a
BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX, IOKA MUP HE CMOKET IPUHATD €€ CYIECTBOBA-
HUE.

— 4 cornacuiicsa? — crnpocuit Kasn.

— Jla.

— [louemy 4 3TOrO HE MNOMHIO?

— TloTomy 4TO, KOrzIa THl OT/AJ CBOIO CMEPTh, BMECTE C HEN
ucyesNa U 4acTb KJISITBbI, CBs3bIBaBIIeW TeOs1 ¢ aAeBoukoil. Ho
UMsl OCTaJIOCh 3aepThIM B IPYTOM MeCTe.

— B xpanwmine, — goraganace Bepa.

ApxuBapuyc KUBHYI.

DJMac OMmycTUI PyKy.

— MmeHHo. Eciin MbI OTKpPOEM €ro, IEBOYKa CMOKET BEPHYTh
cede nms. Ho ectb oiHa mpoOiema.

— Kakas? — cnpocuna Bepa.

My:xurHa MOCMOTPEJT Ha HEE.

— XpaHwiuile OTKPOETCsl TOJNbKO TOrJa, KOrjaa MociaeqHsist
J0Yb HA30BET UM IIEPBOM.



JleBouka rmoosieaHea.

— Ho 4 He 3Ha10 €€ umeHu.

— 3Haenb, — oTBeTWI Jiuac. — [IpocTo noka He nom-
HUIIIb.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIA, KAk y HEE MIEPECOXJIO BO PTY.

— Kakoe oTHolIeHre 310 UMeeT KO MHe?

Dnuac He oTBeTWI cpady. OH CMOTpesl Ha He€ Tak, CIOBHO
BUJIEN HE TOJIbKO €€ JINIIO, HO U BCE, UTO OBLIO CIPSTAHO 32 HUM.

— Twi 3aaés HenMpaBUIBLHBIN BOMpoc, Bepa.

— Torpaa 3apaiiTe MpaBUIbHBIN.

— He «kakoe OTHOIIIEHHE 3TO UMEET KO MHE», a «II0YEMY Thl
JI0 CUX TIOP KUBa».

Ha momaau crano tuxo.

Bepa yciplana, kKak rae-To Ha Kpblilie XJIONHYya ABepb. [o-
TOM HaJi FOPOIOM ITPOHECCS OPBIB BETPa, XOTS JIUCThS HA Jepe-
BbSIX OCTABAJIMCh HETIO[BUKHBIMH.

— Y0 BBHI XOTUTE CKa3aTh? — CIHPOCUJIA OHA.

— TBos MaTh ymepisia MHOTO JieT Hazan. [lo kpaiinen mepe,
TaK 3allMCaHoO B TOPOJCKUX KHUrax. Ho Thl mOMHUIIB €€ rojoc.
Tl noMHMIIIL €€ pyKu. Thl IOMHUIIL JOM, B KOTOPOM BbIPOCIIA.
M Bcé ke He MOXKeEIlb BCIIOMHUTD €€ JINIIA.

Dnuac caenan mar Onmxke.

— TlotoMy 4TO JIMIIO, KOTOPOE Thl IMOMHUIIIb, HUKOIJA HE
MIPUHAJIEKATIO TBOEW MaTEpH.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIA, KAK MUP BOKPYT HEE€ KAUHYJICH.

— Bbl mk€éTe.



— ¢ ObI XOTEN, YTOOBI 3TO OBLIO JIOKBIO.

— Ko Torma 6sut Moelt matephbio?

DJMac NOCMOTPEIT Ha JIEBOUKY.

— Ta, k1O ponuna Bac 00euXx.

Bepa He cMorna BHOXHYTb.

JleBOuKa 3aKpblia POT JIALOHBIO.

Kasn cnenan mar x Bepe, HO oHa otcTynuia.

— Her, — npomenrana ona. — Her. {1 3Hato cBowo matsb. S
IMOMHIO €€ ToJIoC. Y1 MOMHIO, KaK OHA. ..

Omna 3amonyaina.

BocnomuHanue o pykax, 3anaxe TpaB U TEMJIOM rojoce BHe-
3aITHO TIOKA3aJI0Ch €1 4y:kuM. He JTIOKHbBIM — MMEHHO 4yXUM,
CJIOBHO OHA BCIO JKU3Hb HOCUJIA B ce0e MaMsTh APYTroro YejoBeKa
Y HU Pa3y HE YCOMHWIACh B €€ MPUHALJIEKHOCTH.

— K0 ObUIa JXeHIMHa, KOTopasi MeHsI BhIpacTuiia? — Crpo-
cuna Bepa.

— Ta, KTO cornacunach aath Te0e KU3Hb, KOTJa MUP OTKa-
3aJICA IIPU3HATL TBOE POXKICHUE.

— Tlouemy?

Dnurac oTBEN B3MIAA.

— TMotomy urto ogHa u3 noyepeit CepeduHbl JOMKHA ObLIA
WCUYE3HYTh, YTOOBI IPyTrasi MOIJIA OCTAThCHI.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha IEBOUKY.

Tenepb oHa 3ameTnia cxoAcTtBo. He B ueprax jmia — OHM
OCTaBaJIUCh Pa3HbIMU, — A B BBIPAKEHUU IJ1a3, B TOM, Kak Je-
BOYKA YyTb HAKJIOHSAJA T'OJIOBY, KOIZa Clyllasla, B €Ba 3aMeT-



HOM JIBUKEHUU T'y0 Tiepe]] TeM, Kak TPOM3HECTH TPYIHOE CIIOBO.

Omna He xoTena BEpUTh.

Ho rae-to riry0oKo BHYTPH Y:Ke 3HaJIA, UTO YCIbIIIAsa MpaBay.

— KT0 13 Hac omkeH ObLT Ucue3HyTh? — cnpocuia Bepa.

DJac He OTBETUII.

3a ero CrMHOM pacnaxHy/IUCh ABEPU IBOPIIA.

Ha BepxHeli cTyneHu CTosuia *KeHIIUHA B JAJTUHHOM TEMHOM
iatbe. E€ Bosockl ObuTu cepeOpsiHbIMU, a JIUIO — OJIeHbIM,
CJIOBHO OHa MHOTO JIeT TIpoBejia B KOMHaTe O0e3 OKoH. B pyke
OHa JieprkaJia MAJICHbKYIO CepeOpSIHYIO ITyTOBUITY C M300paXkeH -
€M IJ1a3a.

Bepa He y3Hana e€.

Ho neBouka psiiom ¢ Heil ynajia Ha KOJIEHH.

— Mawma...

JKeHiuHa nocMoTpera Ha He€, 3aTteM Ha Bepy.

B e€ ma3zax He ObUIO yAMBIICHHUS.

Tonbko GeckoHeYHas Trevaib.

— Bbi 06e 1oKHBI ObLTH 3a0BITH MEHSI, — CKa3ajia OHa. —
[Touemy ke BBI 10 CHX MOP IOMHUTE?

I'naBa 7

7KeHyHa crosiia Ha BEpXHer CTYNIeHU JBOPLOBOIO KPbUIblIa,
¥ TyMaH OOXOJWJI €€ CTOPOHOM.

OH cmaJicst o KaMHsIM, TETUTSICS 3a carloru djvaca, 0OBU-
Bas1 Horu Kasna, HO, 1oOpaBIIUCh /10 KEHIIMHbI, PacCTynaics,
CJIOBHO HATAJIKMBAJICS] HA HEBUIUMYIO cTeny. E€ cepeOpsiHbie BO-
JIOCHI JIEKAJIM Ha IUIeYax TSKEIBIMU BOJIHAMU. TEMHOE IiaThe



OBLJIO CTAPOMOJIHBIM, C BHICOKUM BOPOTHUKOM 1 Y3KUMH PyKaBa-
MM, a Ha TpyAu MOONECKMBaa OpoIlTb B BUAE PACKPHITOTO IJia3a.

B pyke *keHIMHA Aepkaia cepeOpsiHYIO ITyTOBUILY.

Ty camyo, koTopylo Bepa Haria Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJI€.

JleBouKa c TpeMsl KpaCHBIMU y3€JIKaMH Ha 3aMsICTbe OMyCTH-
Jach Ha Kojenu. E€ mocienHee BOCIOMUHAHYUE, KAa3aJI0Ch, OBLIO
CUJIbHEe CTpaxa, CHiibHee 0O0JIH, CHJIbHEE BCEro, YTO 3aCTaBJIsIo0
e€ 6exarb OT IBOpIIA.

— Mawma...

JKenmuHa mocMoTpesa Ha He€ 0e3 yIUBJICHHUS.

— Bu1 00e gomkHbI ObLTH 320bITh MeHs. [ToyeMy e BBI J10
CHUX TOp NMOMHUTE?

["ooc OBUT THXMM, IOYTH JJACKOBBIM. /1 BCE K€ OT 3TUX CJIOB
y Bepbl noxosoneny naibiisl.

Ona oxuaana yBujeTh npuspak. Mim oOMaHKy, COTKaHHYIO
U3 Yy)KUX BOCMOMHHAHUU. BO3MOXHO, OUepeHYyI0 YIOBKY CY-
IIECTBa, KOTOPOE JKMJIO B UMEHaX M yMEJIO TOJJIebIBaTh JIUIA
yYMepIIIHUX.

Ho kxeHiuHa otopackiBajia HACTOSIIIYIO TEHb.

Ha e€ Bucke mysibcupoBaia TOHKas romyoas skuika. [lomom
T1aThsl OBUT 3arlaykaH JOPOXKHOM Ips3bl0. A KOrIjia BeTep HaKo-
Hell KOCHYJICSI KPbUIbIIA, CepeOpsIHbIE TIPSIAN IeBETbHYIIUCh, OT-
KpbIBasi yXO C MaJIEHbKUM IIIpaMoM B hopMe monymecsIiia.

Kusas.

Wm HacToMbKO XOPOIo H300pasKamIiasi ’Ku3Hb, UTO pa3HUIA
niepecTaBajia UMeTh 3HAUEHUeE.



— Thl oOemmana, 9YTo BEpHEIILCS, — IPOIIIeNTaia IeBOUKa.

JKeHiyHa omycruia B3I,

— 4 Bo3Bpamanace.

— Her. — JleBouka noaHsia rojaoBy. — Tbl He mpUXoauUIIA.
S xxnana Te0s B KOMHATe C 3epKasiami. ¢l jxj1ana, moka rnoracHyT
ceun. 51 xmana, moka oHu 3a0epyT MOE uMmsl. Thl He mpuIia!

[locnenHue cnoBa cOpBaIMCh Ha KpUK. KpacHblid y3e1ok Ha
e€ 3amsAcThe NEPHYIICA, OYATO MOJ, KOXKel HATSHY/IM HUTh.

JKeHimHa B3IpOrHyJia.

— Tune.

— He roBopu mHe «TuIe» !

Bepa Hukorma mpexae He cibliajia, 9ToObl Oe3bIMsSHHAS
JIEBOYKA MOBBIIIAIa rosioc. OOIYHO Ta TOBOPHJIA OCTOPOKHO,
CJIOBHO KaKA0€ MPOU3ZHECEHHOE CJIOBO MOIJIO MTPUBJIEYb YbE-TO
BHUMaHue. Terneppb ke B e€ rosoce ObUIO CTOIBKO SPOCTH, UTO
naxe Kasi caenan mar Briepéen.

JKeHIMHa NOCMOTpEsia Ha Hero.

W BriepBeie Ha €€ JIMLEe NOSABUIOCh HACTOAIIEE YyBCTBO.

bons.

— Kasg.

OH 3acThlI.

— Bu1 3HaeTe meHs?

— 41 nepxana Tebs Ha pyKax, KOrja Thl ObLT MJIaJICHIICM.

— Torma Bbl 3HaeTe OOJIbIIIE, YEM ST CaM.

— 3Hao.

— IlpekpacHo. — OH NOAHSJICA HA CTYNEHb, HE OTBOIS



B3MJISAJA OT JKEHIIWHBL. — 3HAYMT, BBl MOXKETE HAyaTh C TOTO,
MOYEMY BCE BOKPYT 3HAIOT MOE MPOIUIOE JIyYIle MEHS.

B ero ronoce 3Byyasa xos0/Hasi BEKJIMBOCTb, KOTOpou Bepa
yIKe ycIiena HayuuThes onacaTbhes. Kasn roBopui Tak, Korja Xo-
TEJI CKPbITh PaCTePSHHOCTh. PaHbIlle OHa 3HaJIa 9TO HaBEepHsIKA.
Tenepp 3HaHWE OCTAJIOCh, & YEJOBEK, K KOTOPOMY OHO OTHOCH-
JIOCh, CMOTpEJI Ha HEE€ KaK Ha HE3HAKOMKY.

Bepa HeHaBuena 310 cuibHee, yeM Obljla TOTOBA MTPU3HATH.

— ThoI cTaJI MOXO0X Ha OTIIA, — CKa3aJla KeHIIMHA.

— MHe yxe cooOmmim, 4to y MeHsi ectb otell. Cy/is 1o Bce-
My, 9TO YEJIOBEK C YEPHBIM KOJBIIOM, KOTOPBIA MPEANOYUTAET
TIOSIBJISITHCSI M3 TEMHOTHI M BBIJJABATh TIPABIY HEOOJBITUMU TTOP-
uuamu. — Kasi KueHyJ Ha Dnuaca. — Tenepb BhISICHAETCS, YTO
y MEH$ €CThb elI€ U MaTh, O KOTOPOU 51 HUYETrO He MOMHIO. [leHb
CTaHOBUTCS BCE UHTEPECHEE.

DnMac He OTBETUIL.

OH cTOS1 y NOIHOXUS1 JIECTHUIIB, CXKaB PYKY C UEPHBIM KOJTb-
1IOM B KyJ1aK. BriepBbie ¢ MOMEHTa MX BCTPEUYM OH Ka3aJiCs He ue-
JIOBEKOM, KOTOPbIi KOHTPOJIUPYET CUTYAIUIO, & YETIOBEKOM, KO-
TOPBI OOUTCS YCIIBIIIATH CIIeIYIONIUI BOIIPOC.

Bepa 3ameruia 3To 1 3anioMHMIA.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cnipocuiia OHa KEHILUHY.

Ta nepesena B3I HA HEE.

W ynuiOHYyaCh.

VnbiOka okazanach cTpaliHee JIIoOoro Kpuka.

— ThI 3amaémb NpaBWIBHBIM BOIpoc, Bepa Dcrens. Kap,



YTO MIMEHHO TeOe s1 He MOTy Ha HEero OTBETHTb.

— He moxete unu He xoTute?

— Paznuiia uHorga 3akioyaeTcs JMIib B TOM, KTO JACPKUT
HOX.

— Torga naBaiiTe BbISICHUM, Y KOTO OH.

Bepa criyctunack Ha OflHY CTyIieHb, BCTaB psaoM ¢ Kasnom.
OHa He NPUKOCHYJIACh K HEMY, XOTSI pyKa caMa MOTsIHYJIach K €ro
nanonu. Eit xotenoch yoeauThes, 4TO OH 37eCh, UTO y

HEro eCTh IMYJIbC, YTO OH HE MPEBPATUIICSI OKOHYATEJIBHO B ITy-
CTO€ MECTO, B KOTOPOM PaHbIIIe KWia e€ JTI0OOBb.

Ho ona ocranoBuia ce0s.

Ecnmu oH He TOMHUJ e€, OHa He coOUpaiach MPOCUTDh Y HETO
npexxHer om3octu. [lake eciu ceparie MpoIoikaio BeCTH ceOst
TaK, CJIOBHO HUYEro He U3MEHUJIOCH.

JKeHnHa BHUMATEIBHO NMOCMOTPEIa Ha HUX 000UX.

— BBl BCE eie crouTe psaoM.

— 310 3anpereHo? — crnpocuia Bepa.

— Her. IIpocto ynMBUTENBHO.

— V MeHs ceroiHs yauBUTENIbHbIM J1IeHb. CHayasa BbISICHU-
JIOCh, UYTO MOSI MaTh, BO3MOKHO, OblJIa He MOei Matepblo. [ToTom
sl y3HaJa, 4TO y MEHs €CTb CecTpa, KOTOPYI0 MUP CTaparesbHO
3a0bu1. Tenephb mepeao MHOM KEeHIIMHA, KOTopasi, TIOXOXKe, 3Ha-
€T, KaK yCTpOoeHa Bcs 9Ta Mep30cTh. Eciiu Bbl coOupaerech cka-
3aTh, YTO BCE ITO paJy MOETO ke OJ1ara, mpeynpexaai: s mioXo
NIepEeHOIITy TIOI00HbIe OOBSICHEHUS.

Ha nunie skeHIuHBI MeJTbKHYJIO YTO-TO MOX0Kee Ha TOpeydb.



— TheI Bcerma OblU1a TAKOW.

— Kakon?

— VYnpsamoin. Tl emi€ He yMena roBOpUTh, HO YK€ CEPIUTO
CMOTpeJa Ha JIIofIel, KOTOpbIE MBITAJIMCh B3SITh T€Os1 HA PyKHU.

— 3HauuUT, MBI 3HAKOMBI !

— T'opazno Onike, YeM Thl JyMaelb.

— Torna noyeMy s He MOMHIO Bac?

Kenmyna He oTBeTHIIa cpady. OHa mocMoTpena Ha cepedpsi-
HYIO ITTOBUITY B CBOEH JIaJOHH, TPOBEJIA MO HEel OOJIBIIIM MaJlb-
LEM U MEJUIEHHO 3aKpblia MaJblIbl.

— IlotoMy 4TO TeOsI HAYYMJIU IOMHUThH HEMPABUJIHHO.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, Kak 10 CIyHe MpoOesxall XOJIOI.

— Kro?

— Cnavaisia TBOM orell. IIoToM Te, KTO MbITajaCcs UCIPABUTH
€ro MoCTYNOK. A 3aTeM Tbl cama.

— S cama?

— Jla.

— Bui XxoTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO 51 TOOPOBOJILHO 3a0bLIa COOCTBEH-
HYIO Matb?

— 41 xouy cKa3arhb, YTO MHOT/A YeJIOBEK 3a0bIBAeT He I0TOMY,
YTO Y HEro OTHsUIM MaMsTh. VIHOTIa OH caM 3aKpbIBaeT JIBEPH,
MOTOMY YTO 32 HEeWl HaXOOWTCSl HEYTO, C YeM OH He CIOCOOeH
KUTb.

Bepa paccmesiiach, HO cMeX BbILIET KOPOTKUM U 3JIbIM.

— Vno6Ho. JI1o0y10 J10Kb MOKHO ONPABAATh TEM, UTO S SIKO-
OBl cama ronpocuiia cedst OOMaHyTb.



— 1 He mporry TeOs1 BEpUTh MHE.

— Torma yero BoI XoTHUTE?

JKeHImHa mocMoTpesia Ha JIEBOYKY, BCE €IlE CTOSBIIYIO Ha
KOJICHSIX.

— Yro0sI BB 00€ TIEpecTaii UCKaTh TO, YTO HE JOJKHO ObITh
HalJIeHo.

— Mo€ umsa? — crpocuia I€BOYKa.

— Jla.

— Ilouemy?

— [NoTomy 4TO OHO HE MPOCTO MPUHAIIEKUT Tebe.

JHeBouka MeJIeHHO NOAHSIACh. B €€ rima3zax cTosiim CJi€3bl, HO
OHA HE MO3BOJIWJIA UM TTPOJIUTHCS.

— Toi roBOpHIIA, YTO UMSI — 3TO JIBEPD.

— Tak u ecTb.

— Toraa noyemy s He MOTY OTKPBITh CBOIO?

— TloToMy 4TO 3a 3TOU JBEPHIO KIAET HE TOIBKO TBOS KU3Hb.

— A 4r0 emge?

7KeHIlMHa BIIEpBBIE OTBEJIA B3IJISIL.

DTOro 0Kazajoch JOCTaTOYHO.

— Kro-t0 npyroi, — ckazana Bepa. — KT0-TO, KTO KMBET
B MMEHaX.

7KeHIllMHA CHOBA MOCMOTpEJIA Ha HEE.

— Tu1 yxe BcTpevanach ¢ HUM.

— 4 Bunena ero cieasl.

— Her, Bepa. Tbl BcTpedasiach ¢ HUM ropas3o paHbliie, 4YeM
HAY4YWIACh Pa3IN4aTh MEPTBBIX U KUBBIX.



Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJa, KaK YTO-TO CXKAJIOCh y He€ Mo péopa-
MHU.

[Mepen rna3zamu Ha MrHOBEHME BO3HUKJIA Oeslast KoMHara. J[Ba
JETCKUX KOJBbIOENbHBIX JIoka. JKeHIHa ¢ cepeOpsiHBIMU BOJIO-
camH, CKJIOHMBIIASICSA HaJ HUMU. YEPHOE KOJBLIO HA MYKCKOM
pyke. U maneHbKas 1eBOYKa, KOTOPAs TAHYJIACh K APYror 4epe3
Y3KYIO LIEJIb MEKAY KPOBAaTKAMHM.

3arem BUJIEHUE UCYE3IIO.

Bepa nomarnynace.

Kasn ycnien nogxBaTuTh €€ 3a JIOKOTb.

— OCTOpOXHO.

Ero nanpipl ObUTHA TEIUIBIMU.

Ha ogHO KOpOTKOE MrHOBEHHE OHA 3a0bLj1a, YTO OH €€ He ITOM-
HUT. Teso y3HaJI0 NMPUKOCHOBEHUE PaHbIIE pa3dyMa: 3HAKOMas
JIaJIOHb, KPEMNKOE 3aIsICThe, €/1Ba 3aMETHOE HAINPSIKEHUE MBIIIIL,
KOI7Ia OH yEpP:KUBAJ €€ OT NaJIeHUsl.

OHa nocMoTpesia Ha Hero.

Kasn Haxmypwics, CIIOBHO TOX€ MOYYBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO
HEYJIOBUMOE.

— 4... — Hayan oH.

— Yro?

OH OTIyCTHJI €€ CIUIIIKOM OBICTPO.

— Hwuuyero.

Bepa kuBnyna.

Koneuno. Huuero.

C HEKOTOpBIX MOP 3TO CJIOBO IMPECIENOBAIO €€ Yalle, 4eM



MPU3PAKH.

— Ham HyXHO BOWTH BO IBOpEL, — CKa3asl dnuac. — 3Aech
HeOe30IacHo.

— A korja Oynet 6e3omnacHo? — crpocuia Bepa. — Korna
MBI 320y/1eM cOOCTBEHHBIE JTUIa?

— Ecimi KoJI0KOJT MPOIONIKUT 3BOHUTH, CKOPO U 3TOTO OyaeT
HE/I0CTaTOYHO.

— Toraa oObsCHUTE, YTO MPOUCXOAUT.

Drmac MOCMOTPEN Ha KEHIIUHY.

— ITO OJKHA C/AeaTh OHA.

— Hert, — oTBeTnia Ta.

— Cepeduna. ..

Nwms noBUco B BO3yXe.

B Ty xe cexkyHIy IeBOYKa CXBATWJIACH 32 3aISICThE U 3AKPU-
yana.

[locneaHuii KpacHbIN Y3€JI0K BCIIBIXHYJI, CJIOBHO BHYTPH HETO
pasropesicst oronb. TOHKast HUTh N0/l KOJKeH HaTstHyJ1ach. Ha Oe-
JIOM pyKaBe MPOCTYIIIa aJlasi TOYKa, a 3aTeM eIle ogHa — Oy/To
HEBUMMAs UIJIa TPOKAJIbIBAJIa PYKY U3HYTPHU.

— 3amMoIuu! — KpUKHYJIA JKEeHIIMHA.

Ho 65110 o3aHo.

CepeOpsiHasi IyroBuiia B €€ JIQJIOHW pacKaauiach. JKeHIu-
Ha paz)kajia Najiblbl, 1 MAJEHbKUI NIPEIMET YIal Ha KAMEHHYIO
CTYIIEHb.

OH He 3BAKHYIL

BmecTo 3T0ro paspancs TMXUM JETCKUUA CMEX.



Bepa 3Hana 31oT cmex.

Omna crplana ero B apxuBe, y KOJOMIA, BO3JIE MaJIbUMKa C
JepeBsiHHOM Jiomaakor. CMex 3Byvas U3 TeX MECT, Ie namsTh
CTaHOBWJIACH JIOBYIIIKOM, a 3a0bITO€ HAUMHAJIO IIEBETUThCS.

Kasn BeIXBaTHI HOX.

— Kro 31€ech?

CmMmex npekpaTuics.

Ha kamHsX miepen KeHIMHOM MosiBUWIach TeHb. He e€ TeHb
— OHa Jiexasa B APYroi CTOPOHE, BHITSHYTas TYCKJIBIM CBETOM
ABOPLOBBIX (poHapeit. HoBast TeHb OblIa MajIeHBKOM, AETCKOM.
OHa cTosi1a Ha YeTBepEeHbKaX, CJIOBHO peOEHOK MOJI3aJI MO Oy .

IToTom MenJIeHHO MOAHSIIACK.

V Heé He ObLIO I'OJIOBBI.

Bepa orcrynuna Ha miar. Cepaiie ynapyio Tak CUIbHO, YTO Ha
MIHOBEHHE 3arTyITUIO OCTAJIbHbIE 3BYKHU.

JKeHIMHa 3aKkpbuia rasa.

— OH ycuplman.

— K107 — crnipocun Kasi.

— ToT, KTO )KMBET B UMEHAaX.

— BbI ckazanu, 4To 3TO HEe DABap, — HaroMHua Bepa.

— D710 He DnBapa. M HUKoraa uM He ObLIO.

— Torga uto 310?

JKennmHa oTkpbiia ria3a. Ternepb B HUX HE OCTaJIOCh HU HEX-
HOCTH, HA YCTAJIOCTU — TOJIbKO y’KacC 4eJOBeKa, KOTOPbId YBU-
JeJT IpUOJIMKeHMEe JaBHO OXKHMIaeMOK OeIpl.

— To, 4TO CcyIIeCTBOBAJIO JO NEPBOTrO UMEHHU.



Besronoasi TeHb MOBEPHYJIACH K JEBOYKE.

Ta nepecrana kpudath. E€ ryOsI meBenbHymCh, HO Bepa He
yCblllajia HU 3BYKa.

Ha 3ansicTbe JIonHy NociaeqHU KPACHBIN Y3€JI0K.

BmecTte ¢ HUM UCY€3J10 UTO-TO HEBUIMMOE.

JleBouka MocmMoTpesia Ha CBOM PyKH, IOTOM Ha KEHILMHY.

— 4... — npouenTana oHa. — ¢ HE OMHIO. ..

— He cmeit! — JKenmmua 6pocunach K Hell, HO OCTaHOBU-
JIaCh, HE JTOW/ISI HECKOJIKMX I11aroB. — He mbITaiics nmpousHecTu
ero!

— 41 He OMHIO, 4TO 51 XOTeJIa CKa3arh.

B e€ ronoce He O6b110 60, DTO OBLIO XYKE.

OHa [IefICTBUTENbHO HE TOMHUJIA.

Bepa pBanynack K Hell, HO TeHb OKa3anach ObicTpee. besro-
JoBasi urypa CKoJIb3HyJIa MO KaMHSIM M KOCHYJIACh CTYITHM Jie-
BOUKM.

Ta nmomarHysace.

Kasn 6pocuncs Brepén. Ero HOX pacc€k BO3myX, MPOIIENT
CKBO3b TE€Hb 1 yIapuJ B KaMeHb. V3 TpelHbl OpbI3HYIN YEPHBIE
KaIlJI1, KOTOPBIE TYT K€ UCUE3JIH, CJIOBHO X HUKOT/IA HE CYIIIe-
CTBOBAJIO.

— Hazapn! — kpukHyn Dnmac.

OH nogHs1 pyKy ¢ 4€pHBIM KOJbLIOM. Ha ero moepxHoctu
MPOCTYIUIIM TOHKHME cepeOpsiHbIe 3HAKH, U BO3JyX BOKPYT JIeCT-
HULBI 3aApoxal. TeHb 3amepiia, HO He orcTynuiia. OHa CJI0BHO
MPUCTYIIMBAJIACH K YEMY-TO, YETO OCTAJIbHBIE HE MOIJIM YCIIbI-



1aTh.

JKeHmuHa cxBatuia AeBOYKY 32 IJIeUn.

— IMocmotpu Ha meHst. Criplinvnib? Ha mens!

JleBouKka noaHsIa riaza.

— Kr0 TBHI1?

Bonpoc npo3Byy4ait Tak pocro, 4ro Bepa cHayasia He OHs1a
€ro CMBICIIA.

Keniuna nobnegHena.

— 41 TBOSI MaTh.

— V meHs Obuta MaTh?

— Jla.

— Kak e€ 3Banmu?

CepeduHa He OTBETHIIA.

U Torma neBovka yielOHYIach — POOKO, pacTepsiHHO, OyITO
MBITAJIACH TOJJIEPKATh HE3HAKOMYIO KEHIIUHY, KOTOPON CTajIo
TUJIOXO.

— He nnaub. S nocrapaioch BCHOMHUT.

Bepa Hukorga He BUesa, YTOObI B3POCTIBIN YETOBEK JIOMAJICS
TaK THXO.

CepeduHa npuxkana JaJoHb Ko pTy. E€ meun apornynu, HO
OHa He u3jaia HU 3ByKa. OHa cMoTpesia Ha IEBOUKY, KOTOPYIO
poansIa, KOTOPYIO MbITANACh CIACTH U KOTOpasi Tenephb Jaxe He
3Ha/Ia, KeM Ta el MPUXOIUIACD.

TeHb CHOBa JIBUHYJIACh.

— JloBonbHO! — KpuKHYIa Bepa.

Ona He 3Hasa, K KoMy oOparaercs. K TeHu, K cymecTBy 3a



HEl, K caMOl CMEPTH WJIM K TOM 4acTh MUpa, KOTopasi peliuia,
YTO MOKET MEPENUCHIBATD UyKUE KU3HU.

Ho e€ ronoc npo3Byyan OTYETIMBO.

TeHb OCTaHOBUJIACH.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, KaK MO/ KOXEH JIaJIOHU 3allEBEINUIIOCH
3HAKOMOE TMOKaJbIBaHKue. To camoe, KOTOpoe BO3HMKANO, KOrna
OHa Kacajiacb MEPTBBIX Y BUJIEJIA ITOCJIETHUE MTHOBEHM S UX JKU3-
HU. Tosbko ceifyac nepes Heil He ObLJIO HU Tesa, HU KOCTel, HU
KaIlJI1 KPOBHU.

beina nmycrora.

N nycrora y3Haua e€.

Bepa BbiTsIHYA pYKY.

— Thl X0uelb umMs? — CIPOCUIIA OHA.

— Bepa, He Ha/10! — KpuUKHYN Dumac.

Kasn cxBarui e€ 3a 3anscTbe.

— He nenait storo.

Ona nocmoTpesna Ha Hero. B ero ria3zax He ObIJIO BOCTIOMHHA-
HHSI O Hel, HO CTpax ObUT HACTOSIIIAIM.

— Thl He 3Haelb, YTO 1 COOUpAIOCh C/eNaTh, — CKa3aJla OHa.

— VIMeHHO 103TOMY U IpOULY HE JeJIaTh.

Ha mur Bepa nouru ynbiOHynack. B ripeskHel ;Ku3HU OH CKa-
3aJ1 OBl YTO-HUOYb JpYyroe: MpuKasai Obl €l OTOWTH, OMbITA-
cs1 ObI 3aCJIOHUTH COOOM, pelIviI Obl 32 He€, YTO OHA JJOJIKHA BbI-
*UTb. Tenepb OH MPOCHIL

3T0 OBLIO YeCTHee.

U BCE ke oHa BHICBOOOAMIIA PYKY.



— 41 He oTam emy CBOE UMSI.

— Torma uto ThI coOupaenbest otnark? — crpocuia Cepe-
(puna.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha TeHb.

— Huuero. § xouy y3Hath, 4ero oH OOUTCHI.

Omna omycTuiach Ha KOJIGHH M KOCHYJIaCh KaMHSI PSJIOM C 6e3-
TOJIOBOU (DUTYPOIA.

Mup packpbuics.

He BcnblKo#, HE MPUBBIYHBIM BUIEHUEM, 4 MEJIEHHO, CJIOB-
HO KTO-TO pa3ABUTAN TSDKENbIE 3aHABECH B KOMHATE, I7ie He ObLIO
OKOH.

Bepa yBuzena 6eckoHeuHyio TeMHOTY. B Hell miiaBanu Thicsi-
4K cepeOpsIHBIX HUTEH, Kak/1as U3 KOTOPBIX TSAHYJIACh K YeslOBe-
yeckoMmy Juity. OnHr HUTH ObUTH SIPKUMHU, IpyTHe e1Ba 3aMeT-
HO Meprai. Hekotopbie 00phIBAIMCh, U TOT/IA JIMIIO MCYE3aTI0
— HE yMHPAJo, He MPEBPALAJIOCH B IPax, a TEPSAJIO CaMo MPaBo
KOraa-amoo CyIecTBOBaTb.

B 1ieHTpe TeMHOTBI CTOSIT PEOEHOK.

Manbumk ¢ JepeBsSHHOM JIOIIAKOM.

TonpKo Teneps Jionagka Obula CIOMaHa, a caM MaJIbuuK Ka-
3aJICsl TOPa3/Io CTapllie, YeM paHbliie. Ero miio ocraBanoch JIeT-
CKHMM, HO B IIa3aX OTPaXKaJUCh TOIBI, KOTOPHIX HE IOJKHO OBLIO
OBbITh y peOEHKaA.

— Thl cHOBa npuILUIa, — CKa3a OH.

Bepa nombiTanack OTBETUTh, HO HE CMOTJIA MOIIEBETUTD ryda-
MHU.



— Thl wimemnb UM MocieHen Touepu. A HaI0 OBUTO MCKATh
NEPBOE.

Manbuuk NOAHSIT CJIOMAaHHYIO JIOUIAJIKY.

— IloTroMy 4TO TOT, KTO KMBET B UMEHAX, HE KPAJET UX.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KAK TEMHOTA CKUMAETCS BOKPYT HEE.

— OH 3acTaBJIIeT MUP NOBEPUTh, YUTO UMEHU HUKOT/IA HE CY-
IIECTBOBAJIO.

3a crMHOM MaslbuMKa BO3HMKIIA IBephb. benas, rnaakas, 6e3
pyuku. Ha Hell mpocTynuiu Tpu KpacHbIX y3elKa.

— Yto HaxomuTCs 3a IBephio? — 6e33BYYHO cripocuiia Bepa.

Masbunk MOCMOTpEN Ha HEE C MeYaIbHOM HEKHOCTBIO.

— Thl

Bepa pBanysace Hazan.

Bupnenue paccpimnanocs.

Ona oOHapyxuia ce0s Ha KAMEHHOM JIECTHUIIE, TSIKEJIO JIbl-
HIanien, ¢ OKPOBABJIEHHOM JIaJIoHbI0. Kass crosit nepen Hell Ha
KOJIEHSIX, OJHOM PYKOM MpUAEp:KUBasi €€ 3a IeYn. Duac yaep-
KUBaJ TeHb, a CepedprHa MprkuMana K cede JeBOUKY.

Besronosas ¢urypa ucuesna.

Bmecre ¢ Hell mponana u cepeOpsiHasi yTroBUIIA.

Ho Ha cTynenu ocranach HaIUCh, BbIKKEHHAS MPSIMO B KaM-
HE:

INEPBAA 104Yb Y7KE OTKPbBLJIA /IBEPD.

Bepa MeaieHHO NofHsIIa TOJIOBY.

— Y0 310 3HAUUT?

Hukro He oTBeTmII



CepeduHa cMOTpesa Ha HaAMKCh TaK, CJIOBHO Mepe] Hei Jie-
’KaJI0 CBUJIETENILCTBO O COOCTBEHHON Ka3HHU.

Dnmac onycTui1 pyky. YEpHOE KOJbIIO Ha €ro Majiblie TPECHY-
JI0, M U3 TPEIIMHBI [TOTEKJIa KPOBb.

Kasn nomor Bepe nogusaTees. Ero nanelisl gpoxan.

— To1 BUENa 4T0-TO, — CKa3aj OH. — YTO UMEHHO?

Bepa xotena pacckaszarb O MAJIbYMKE, O ABEPU, O ThICSTYAX HU-
TeW U JIMLax, ucuye3asiiux u3 mupa. Ho npexe, uem oHa ycriena
3aroBopuTh, CepedriHa cxBatuia e€ 3a pyKy.

— IMocnymaii MeHs1 BHUMATENbHO. — ['0JIOC JKEHIIMHBI CTa

NOYTH IENOTOM. — YTo OBl THI HU yBHUjENA, KeM Obl ceOsl HU
cuMTasa, He OTKPbIBAld BTOPYIO ABEPbD.
— I'ne ona?

Cepeduna nocmotpesa Ha Bepy, u B e€ miazax Bepa Bnepsbie
yBHJIEJIA HE CTpax 3a Oe3bIMSHHYIO J04b, 4 CTPax 3a He€ camy.

— B Te0e.

Bepa otnépnyna pyky.

— Bbl ommbaerecs.

— Xortena Ol 1.

— 41 He noHMMalo, O YEM Bbl TOBOPUTE.

— Tloka He moHuMaelb. M 93170 eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO EIIE MO-
JKeT TeOsI CIacTu.

— Ot koro?

Cepeduna He ycriena OTBETUTD.

W3 rmyOuHbI ABOPIIA JOHECCS 3BOH.

OpuH ynap.



He KOJIOKOIBHBIA — CIIMIIIKOM HU3KUM, CJIUIIKOM OJIM3KHM.
Kazanocs, 3ByK ponusics npsiMo BHYTPU KOCTEHl.

Kasn pe3ko obepnysics. Ha ero nmiie mosiBUIoch BhIpaXeHue
YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPbIH YCIIbIIIAT COOCTBEHHOE MMSsl, TPOU3HECEH-
HO€ YYKHUM T'OJIOCOM.

— YT0 3T0? — COpOCHII OH.

Cepeduna 3akpbLia 11asa.

— OmH Hamén gopory.

— Kyna? — cnipocuiia Bepa.

JKeHIlMHA OTKpbUIA [J1a3a ¥ TOCMOTpEJIa MPSIMO Ha HEE.

— K tebe.

A 3arem Kasn orctynui Ha 1iar.

Bepa yBugena, kak ero B3misiJ CKOJIb3HYI 10 €€ JIULLY, 3aep-
’KaJicsl HA OKPOBABJIEHHOM JIaJIOHH, Ha BOJIOCAX, HA Ila3aXx — U
CTaJl MYCTBIM.

OH cMOTpes Ha He€ Tak, CJIOBHO MbITAJICSA BCIIOMHUTh HE3Ha-
KOMKY, KOTOPYIO BCTPETHJI MHOT'O JIET Ha3a/l.

— Ilpocture, — NpOM3HEC OH. — A BBI KTO?

Bepa ne orBeruia.

[Totomy 4TO B Ty K€ CEKYH/Y MOHSIA: Ha STOT pa3 OH 3a0bLT
HE €€ UMs.

OH 3a0bU1, YTO OHA BOOOIIIE CYIIIECTBOBAJIA.

I'naBa 8

[Ipoctute, a BbI KTO?

Kasn npousnéc ato 6e3 BpaxaeOHocTH. lake ¢ HEKOTOPOR
HEJIOBKOCTBIO, CJIOBHO OOsIJICSI OOMIETh HE3HAKOMYIO JKEHIIMHY,



CJIy4aliHO OKa3aBUIYIOCS PSJIOM B AYPHYIO MUHYTY.

Bepa cmoTpesia Ha HETO U He MOIVIa BBITOBOPUTH HU CJIOBA.

Oma 3Hauna, yTo Takoe 3a0biToe UMs. Buzaena mycrtele crpaHu-
bl B apXUBe, HAATrpoOus 6e3 HaJmuCe, Jiiofiel, KOTopble MJIaKa-
JIY HAJ1 MOTWJIAMH U HE MOIJIM OOBSICHUTD, KOro notepsui. OHa
MOHMMAJIa, KaK MCYe3aeT NaMATh: CHaYala CTUPAETCs UMs, 3a-
TEM JIMLO, TTIOTOM T'OJIOC, ¥ OJHAX/bl OCTAETCS JIMILIL CMYTHOE
OLLYIIEHHE, YTO B MUPE HEJOCTAET YErO-TO BAXKHOTO.

Ho oHa He nipesicTaBiisiia, 4To 3T0 OyAET BHIIVISAIETh TaK.

Kasn He mbitasicst BcmioMHUTH e€. He Moprimi 100, He BcMmar-
puBaics B €€ JIMIO, HE MCKal B TIyOMHE CO3HAHWsS XOTh Ka-
KyI0-HUOY/b 3a1iernky. OH MpoCcTo CMOTpeN Ha He€, Kak CMOTPSAT
Ha CJIy4YaillHOTO MPOXOKEro, KOTOPbI MOYEMY-TO OKa3ajcs psi-
JOM.

B ero mupe Bepbl He ObLT0.

— Thl Beib TOJIBKO UTO A€p:Kajl MEHs 3a IUIeud, — CcKasajla
OHa.

— Ja. Bl ynanm.

— To1 ucniyrasies.

— Pazymeertcs. Bol eBa He pa30uIv rojioBy O KaMHH.

— U Tebe coBepilieHHO HEMHTEPECHO, MToYeMy ?

Kasn naxmypucs.

— HurepecHo. Ho a1 He moHMMal, Kakoe OTHOILLIEHHWE 3TO
MMEET K TOMY, 3HAKOMbI MbI UJIN HET.

Bepa ycmexHynace.

[Momyuwunock mwioxo. ['yObl MOCTyIammch, a JIUIO — HeET.



— Huxakoro. KoneuHo.

Omna oTBepHyJIaCh IIPEXKIE, YEM OH YCIIEN 3aMETUTD, KaK JIpOr-
HYJI €€ MoA00POJIOK.

Eit xotenoch ynaputh ero. He 3a To, uto oH 3a0bu1. OH He
BBIOMpAJ 3TOro, 1 Bepa 3Hasia, 4TO He MMeeT MpaBa OOBUHSATH
€ro B 4yKoi xxecTokocT. Ho eil XxoTesnoch X0Ts1 Obl Ha CEKyH/Ly
3aCTaBUTh €ro MOYyBCTBOBATh Ty OOJb, KOTOpasi pa3phiBajia e€
U3HYTpU. XOTENOCh, YTOOBI OH MOCMOTpPEJ Ha He€ U MOHSLI, YTO
MOTEPsLT HE CITyYailHyI0 3HAKOMYIO, a YeJIOBEKa, paju KOTOPOro
KOTIa-TO OTKAa3aJiCsl OT COOCTBEHHOW CMEPTH.

N TyT %e ey CTaJlo CThITHO.

Kasn yxe oqHaxapl OTJa1 CIUIIKOM MHOTIO, MbITAsCh CHACTH
e€. Tereppr MUp NPOAOIKAT B3bICKUBATD JIOJIT, XOTSI €r0 CAMOTO
JABHO CJIENOBAJIO OCTABUTH B IMIOKOE.

— Bepa, — npousnecna CepeduHa.

Bepa pe3ko noeepHyJach.

— Bbl nomMHUTE MOE MMs1?

— KoneuHo.

— Toraa xoTs Obl OIHO U3 HAC MOKA ellIE CYILECTBYET.

Cepeduna nodiegHena.

— He roBopm Tak.

— Ilouemy? D10 npasna. Ilo kpaHelr Mepe, oKa Bbl MEHS
MIOMHHUTE.

— 4l momHIO TeOs1 HE MOTOMY, YTO MUP pa3peliaeT MHE 3TO
Jenarh.

— A 1OTOMY, 4TO BBl CWJIbHEE €107



— Her. — Cepeduna nokavana ronooii. — [loromy uTo s
yKe 3ariaTuia 3a 3Ty MamsTh.

Bepa xotena 3amath cnepywommii Bonpoc, Ho Kasn marnyn
MEXly HUMHU.

— IIpoctute, — ckaszan o Cepepune. — 41 He HamepeH BMe-
IIMBATLCS B CEMEWHBIE Jef1a, O KOTOPhIX HUYEro He 3Hal0, HO MHE
KaXeTCsl, HAM CTOUT OOBSICHUTB ITporcxopsiiee. OcoOEHHO eciu
OHO KacaeTrcsl MeHsl.

— Tebs 310 KacaeTcst OOJIbIIIE, YEM ThI TyMaelllb, — OTBETHJIA
JKEHIIMHA.

— Cyns 1o Bcemy, CerogHs MeHsl KacaeTcsl BCE.

— Kasn. ..

— Her. — OH nogusn nagoHb. — S He 3HaI0, KEM Bbl MHE
npuxoauteck. He 3Hat0, moyeMy 3Ta JeBOYKA CUMTAET MeHs Opa-
TOM, MOYEeMy DJIMac TOBOPUT, UTO sI XpaHWI €€ UMsl, U TIoUeMy
HE3HaKOMasi MHE KEHIIIMHA YTBEPKJAeT, UTO Jepxkaja MEHs Ha
pykax. {1 roroB BeIcTymaTh o0ObsicHenus. Ho He cobupaioch ne-
JaTh BUI, OyATO IOHUMAIO MIPOUCXOSIIIIEE.

Briepsbie 3a Bc€ Bpems CepeduHa mocMoTpesia Ha HEero He
KaK Ha ChIHa, KOTOPOTO MOTEPsIa, a KaK Ha B3POCJIOr0 My KUMHY,
KOTOPOTO € MPEeACTOsIO Y3HATh 3aHOBO.

— Tol npaB, — THXO cKazaia oHa. — $1 CITUIIKOM JI0JITO Mpu-
HUMaJla MOJTYaHue 3a 3aimTy. Y cIMIkom yacTo periaia 3a apy-
TUX, KaKylo MpaBJly OHU CIIOCOOHBI BHIHECTH.

— Torna HaYHUTE C TTPaB/bI.

Cepeduna nocmorpena Ha Bepy.



— CHayvaJia HaM Hy>KHO BOMTH BO JBOpell. 3/1€Ch HeJIb351 OCTa-
BAThCA.

— Ilouemy? — cnpocuia Bepa. — Ilotomy 4TO CylecTBo,
KOTOPOE ’KMBET B UMEHAX, TeTIEePb 3HAET, I1I€ 1 HAXOXKYCh?

— OHO 3HAJIO 3TO U paHbIIIE.

— Torpga noyeMy OHO Harnaso TOJIBKO cenvac?

— IloToMy 4TO ThI OTKPbLIA ABEPD.

Bepa BcriomHMIIa €10Ba MaJIbuMKa C JEPEBSIHHON JIOUIAIKOM.

[lepBas 104b yxke OTKpbLIA JBEPD.

— 41 H14ero He OTKpbIBAJIA.

— Tol KOCHYJIaCh MycTOTHI, — cKa3aia Cepeduna. — U nos-
BOJIWJIA € YBUJIETDH TeOsl.

— YT0 MMEeHHO OHa yBujeJa?

JKeHnmHa 3amoiryaia.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, KaK pa3lpaxeHUe CHOBA NOJAHUMAETCS
B HEM, BBITECHSS CTPaX.

— Ecnu BB cobupaerech 0TBEYaTh HAa KAXKbI BOITPOC 3araji-
KOM, MPEeNyNpexJal0: Y MEHS 3aKOHYUIIOCH TEPIICHUE.

— 41 He 3Ha10, YTO UMEHHO OHO yBUEeN0. — CepedrHa roo-
pujia MeJIJIeHHO, noaodupasi cioBa. — Ho 3Halo, 4TO OHO UCKAaJIo
TeOs1 33/I0J]ITO JI0 TBOETO POKICHUSI.

— 9TO HEBO3MOXHO.

— J171s1 OOBIYHOTO CyIIecTBa — JIa.

— A 114 TOrO, KOTOPOE CYIIECTBOBAJIO 0 NEPBOr0 UMEHU ?

CepeduHa He OTBETHIIA.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha He€ BHUMaresbHee. JKeHmuyHa He npo-



cro Oosutack. OHA MBHITANIACH CKPBITh YTO-TO, YTO MOIJIO M3Me-
HUTh BCE, 4TO Bepa 1o cux nmop cuntasia mpasaomu.

— Xopomo, — cka3zayia Bepa. — Jlonyctum, A nOBEPIO, UTO
OHO MCKaJo MeHs A0 poxjaeHus. Torma modyemy s Bblpocia B
Hwuxnewm ropoae? IlouemMy MeHs BOCIIUMTBIBAJIA Ipyrasl KEHIIU-
Ha? [loueMy HMKTO HE CKa3aJl MHE, YTO y MEHs €CTb cecTpa?

— [lotomy 4TO THI JOKHA ObLIA MIPOXKUTH KU3Hb, KOTOPAsI
npuHajIexana Teoe.

— A Ttenepb?

— Tenepp 3Ta KU3HL OKa3JIaCh HA IPAHULIE ABYX MHUPOB.

— W KTO mocTaBWJI MEHs Ha 3Ty rpaHuUILy ?

Cepeduna omycruia riasa.

— 9.

OTBeT npo3Byvall Tak MpPoOCTo, 4To Bepa Ha MrHOBeHHE pac-
TepAJIach.

Omna oxujana onpaBAaHuK, PACCKA30B O MPOKJIATUAX, KOPO-
JIEBCKUX ITPUKa3ax U KepTBax, 63 KOTOPHIX HeJlb3s1 ObLIO 000M-
tuch. Ho Cepeduna He nbiTanach NepeaokuTb OTBETCTBEHHOCTh
Ha Cynp0y.

— 3auem? — crnpocua Bepa.

— UYroO0bI THI MOIJIA BBIPACTH.

— 9TO He OTBeT.

— Jpyroro y MeHs IOKa HeT.

— BbI yIuBUTENBHO TOXOXKU HA BCEX, KTO KOrIa-Judo Jrai
MHE BO UMS$I MOETO Xke Onara.

CepeduHa npuHsIa ygap MoI4a.



W nmenHo 310 3acTaBuiio Bepy mouyBcTBOBaTH cebst Xyxe.

Bo nBopert oHu Bonum uepe3 OOKOBYIO TBEPh, KOTOPYIO -
ac OTKPbUI MTPUKOCHOBEHUEM YEPHOTO KOJIbIIA.

3a Hell HAYMHAJICS JUTMHHBIN KOPUJIOP, OCBEIEHHBIN TYCKJIbI-
MU jtamnamu. Korjga-to cTeHsl, I0JKHO ObITh, YKpAIlaid MOpT-
PEThl KOPOJIEH U KOPOJIEB, HO TEMEPb OT PaM OCTAJIUCh JIUIIb TEM-
HBIE TPSIMOYTONLHUKY. Ha mony siexasiu oOpbIBKY TKaHU, OCKOJ-
KM CTEKJIa U CTapble JUCThl OyMaru. B HECKOMbKMX MecTax Ka-
MEHHasI KJIaJIKa IMOK PbLIACh CEpeOPUCTHIM HAJIETOM, TTOXOKUM Ha
VHEMN.

31ech ObUIO XOJIO/IHEE, YEM CHAPYKH.

Bepa nposesna nanbuamu no crene. [1o 1agoHpio 4TO-TO €ABa
3aMETHO JAPOTHYJIO.

OHa oTa€pHyna pyky.

— Yr0 310?

— Cnenpl ctupanusi, — orBeTu diuac. — Korjga ums ucue-
3aeT, MUP THITAETCS] U30aBUTHCS OT BCETO, YTO C HUM CBSI3aHO.
CHayaJia MCYE3aI0T 3alKiCU. 3aTeM MPEAMETHI, KOTOPbIE TPUHA/I-
nexanu yenoBeky. Ilotom komHatel, goma, yauipl. Ecim mpo-
LIECC HE OCTAHOBUTD, IPOMNAJAET AAKE MECTO, I1Ie YEJIOBEK KHUIIL.

— 3Hauur, BeilpxonpM ucue3 He MOTOMY, YTO €ro >KUTeIU
3a0BUTH JIPYT Jpyra?

— Omnu 3a0bUTM YT Apyra nepBbIMU, — cKazasl Diauac. —
Ho ropon ucues He cam 1o cebe.

— Ero crépmm?

— Jla.



Bepa nocmotpena Ha JIMHHBIA KOPUAOP.

— W cKOnBKO roposioB yKe UCYesIio?

— HukTo He 3Haer.

— A CKOJIBKO elé nucue3Her?

Dmac He OTBETHIL.

— BbI Beip mOHMMAaETe, YTO MOTYAHME HE AEJIAET MPOUCXO-
Js1Iee MEHEE CTPALIHBIM ?

— Ilonumar. Ho ectp Bemm, KOTOpsbIe Jiydllle He MPOU3HO-
CHUTb BCIIyX, [IOKA HE 3Haelllb, KTO CJTyIIaeT.

— Toraa 3a4yem BbI BOOOIIE pasropapuBaere’?

— [loTomy 4TO MBI YK€ CIMIIKOM JOJIT0 MOTYAJIH.

Brniepeau pazgasics mopox.

Kasn MrHoBeHHO BBHITAIllWJI HOX W 3aCJIOHUI COOOM IeBOY-
Ky. JIBrkeHre ObLT0 OBICTPBIM, TPUBBIYHBIM, IOUTH O€3/TyMHBIM.
OH chenan 310 Mpekae, YeM YCIIesl pelinTb, HYyKHO JIM 3alllv-
1aTh HE3HAKOMKY.

Bepa 3ameruna.

U nouemy-To MIMEHHO 3TO MIPUYMHUIIO €l HOBYIO OOJb.

— Yro TaM? — crpocuiia OHa.

— He 3nar0, — otBetni Kasi.

H3-3a moBOpoOTA BHIIIEN CTAPHUK B JBOPIIOBOM JBpee. OH ObLI
XyIbIM, CYTYJIBIM, C COBEPILIEHHO CEIbIMHA BOJIOCAMU. B pykax oH
JiepKaJl MOJCBEYHUK, XOTS BCE CBEYU B HEM JJABHO CTOPEJIU.

VYBUIEB UX, CTApUK OCTAHOBUIJICS.

— Baiie Beuectso?

OH cmotpen Ha Cepeduny.



7KeHnyHa MeJIeHHO KUBHYIA.

Crapuk ypOHWI ITOACBEYHUK.

— BblI BepHY/IUCE. ...

— Ia, Tomac.

OH 3arutakai.

He rpoMko, He IbITasACh CKPBITH CIIE3BL. [IpOCTO 3aKphLI JIULO
PYKaMu U 3arulakall TakK, Kak IUIavdyT JI0IU, KOTOPbIE CJIUIIKOM
JIOJITO CYUTAIIM CBOE rope Oe3HAIEKHBIM.

— 4 xpan, — npoienrtan oH. — Bc€ 310 Bpems kaall.

Cepeduna nopoiuia K HEMy ¥ KOCHYJIach €ro Iieyva.

— IIpoctu meHns.

— 51 myman, BBl ymepiu.

— [l MHOTMIX — fa.

— A npuHIecca. ..

Crapuk ocekcsl.

Bepa 3amerunina, kak nameHuioch o CepeduHsl.

— Kakas npuHiiecca? — crpocuia oHa.

Tomac nocmorpen Ha Bepy.

Ha MraoBeHue B ero masax BCIBIXHYJIO y3HaBaHue. OH OT-
KPBUI poOT, OyITO coOMpasIcsi MPOM3HECTH UMsl, HO 3aTeM pacTe-
PSIHHO HAXMYPUJICS.

— 41... He nomHIO.

— Koro BbI He noMHuTe? — cripocuia Bepa.

Crapuk noTpsic rojioBOil.

— 3peck OblIa ieBoYKa. MasneHnpkast. OHa ToOunIa IpsITaThCst
B KJIQJI0BOH 3a KyxHei. $1 mpuHOCHII el sI0JI0KH, a OHa OTIaBaja



MHE TIOJIOBUHY, ITOTOMY YTO TOBOPHMJIA, OYATO CTApPUKAM HYXHO
6oibinie efpl. — OH cado yneiOHyIcs. — [ynas Obuta 1eBod-
ka. Yopsmas. CoBceM Kak...

OH cHOBa 3amMoT4al.

— Kak kto? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

Tomac nocmorpen Ha Cepeduny.

— Kaxk BbI, Baitie BesimuectBo.

— Dro OblIa Bala A04b? — TUXO crpocuia Bepa.

CepeduHa 3aKkpblia rj1asa.

— Jla.

— TMocnequan?

7KeH1yHa He OTBETUIIA.

Ho neBouka, crosBmas paaom ¢ Kasmom, BOpyr cxBaTWiIach
32 rOJIOBY.

— 1 momHIO s16;10KM, — TporenTaia oHa. — Kpachbie. B
Kop3uHe. U craprka, KOTOpbIH NPATaNI UX B pyKaBe.

Tomac nocMoTpen Ha Hee.

Ero ry6s! 3apoxain.

— IIpuHnecca. ..

OH cnenaJt miar Brepén, Ho OCTAHOBUJICS, CJIOBHO He ObLT yBe-
PEH, 4TO UMeeT MPaBO MPUOTUIUTHCSI.

— BbI MeHs1 mOMHUTE? — COpPOCKIIA JEBOYKA.

— ... — Crapuk npuxaj J1ajoHb K rpyid. — 5l noMHIo,
YTO JIIOOUJI Bac.

JleBouKka 3armJakaJa.

Dto ObLIM TIEpPBBIE HACTOSIIINE CIIE3BI, KOTOphie Bepa yBuena



Ha €€ JIULE.

— Toraa noyemy Bbl HE TOMHUTE MOETO UMEHU ?

Tomac He cMOT OTBETHUTb.

Cepeduna oTBepHYyIaCh.

Bepa monsiia, yTo O0sbIIe He MOXeT CMOTpeTh Ha Hux. He rmo-
TOMY, YTO TIPOKCXOSAIIEe ObUI0O HEBBIHOCHMBIM, a TIOTOMY, YTO
32 KaXJbIM YEJIOBEKOM 3/IeCh CTOsUIa OJIHA U Ta € MpONacThb.
KT0-TO moMHMI 11060Bb, HO HE TOMHUJI TOTO, KOMY OHa IPUHA/-
Jexana. Kto-to momHui rosioc, Ho He inio. KTo-To mpogosmkan
KJIATh YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOrO MHP YK€ BHIUEPKHYJ U3 COOCTBEH-
HOTO MPOIILJIOrO.

W BcE a10 Bpems Bepa cunrana, 4to camoe CTpaiiHoe — Io-
TepATh NaMSATh O MAaTEPU.

Tenepb OHa MOHMMAJIA: €€ CTPALLHEEe, KOraa MUpP MpPOAOI-
’KaeT MOMHUTb TBOIO JTIOOOBL, HO OTHUMAET y He€ ajpec.

Cepeduna oTBesla UX B HEOOJBITYI0 KOMHATY, IJie KOI/a-To
XPaHUJIUCh KOPOJIEBCKUE KHUTH.

Ha crone nexana packpeitad kapra asopua. bosbmasa ee
YacTh ObLIa BHIBETIIEH, 4 B 3aM1aJIHOM KPbUIe 30 OeJoe MAT-
HO, Ha KOTOPOM He ObUIO HU JIMHUIA, HU 0003HAYEHUIA.

— Y0 310? — cnipocuiia Bepa.

— MecT0, KOTOPOro OOJIbINE HET, — OTBETHJI DJnac.

— Y106H0. Y Bac BO JBOpIIE LIe/bie KPbUTbsS MOTYT UCYE3aTh,
a Bbl HA3BIBAETE ITO MECTOM.

— OHO He KcYe3Nno MOoNHOCThI0, — cKazasa CepeduHa. —
IToka emg Her.



Omna ykazana Ha OeJoe ISITHO.

— 31ech HAXOAWIKCH AETCKUE MOKOU. Tam KWiv MOu Jove-
pu.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha 1€BOUKY.

Ta cTosiyia y OKHa M paccMaTpuBasla CBOE OTPakEHUE B CTEKJIE.
MHorna oHa npoBoauIIa NajibliaMy MO 3aISCThIO, TAE €IIE HelaB-
HO OBUIM TPM KPACHBIX y3esika. Temephb Koka Ka3ajlaCh COBEP-
[IEHHO IJIaJIKOM.

— 3HauuT, 3/1eCh Mbl HaliIEM e€ ums? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

— Bo3moxkHO.

— A eciu Haiiném?

— He npousHocute ero, — pe3ko ckazas Dimac.

— Ilouemy?

— Tlotomy 4TO MMST — 3TO HE TOJIBKO CIOCOO y3HATDH UEJIO-
BeKa. B Baiiem ciiyyae OHO MOKET CTaTh KJIIOUOM, KOTOPbIN OT-
KPOET JIBEpb C 00EUX CTOPOH.

Bepa BcnomHMIIa BUjieHME.

benas neepp. Tpu KpacHbIX y3enka. Maabuuk, KOTOPbIA CKa-
3aJ1, YTO 3a JIBEPbI0 HAXOUTCSI OHA caMa.

— Kakyio asepb?

Drmac MOCMOTPEI Ha HeEE.

— Ty, KOTOpPYIO THI yKE OTKPBLIA.

— Bbl 3HaM, 4TO 3TO MPOU3OMAET?

— 41 3HaJ1, YTO paHO WJIM MO3/IHO 3TO CIIyYUTCH.

— W uuyero "e caenanu?

— 4 nerrancs.



— Kak? Cnpsramu pe6énka? [osBommmu Kasmy 3a0with €€?
OTnpaBuIv MEHS KUTh C KEHILIMHOM, YbE JIULIO TENEePh UCUE3AET
13 MOeU namsTu?

— 1 He mpUHKMAJ BCEX 3TUX pEIIECHU.

— Ho BbI 3HaeTe, KTO NpUHUMAJ.

DJMac CKajl YETOCTH.

— Jla.

— Torga ckaxure.

— He 31ece.

Bepa pesko paccmesinace.

— Koneuno. He 3nech, He ceruac, He BCayX. Y Bac y BCex
YAMBUTEJIbHBIN TaJIAHT MIpeBpaliath NpaBay B oOelianue, KOoTo-
pOE HUKTO HE COOMPAETCS BHITIOTHSITb.

— Bepa, — tuxo npousHecna Cepeduna.

— Her. {1 Xxouy 3Hath, MoYeMy 3Ta JEBOYKA JIMILIAJIACH UME-
Hu. [Touemy Kasn norepsin namsare. [louemy Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe Me-
HsI IEpBOM JOYEPBIO, XOTs 5 Bhipocia B Huxuem ropoze. Y no-
yeMy CyIIecTBO, KOTOPOe He JOJIKHO ObLIO CYIIECTBOBATh, CUM-
TaeT MEHsI HACTOJIbKO Ba)KHOM, YTO TOTOBO CTEPETh PaJ MEHs
MIOJIOBUHY MUpa.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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