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[Tpomién rox nocne nageHus: KOpoJsi, OPOCUBIIIETO BBI30B camoi cMepTH. Bepa
1 KasJ1 mpITaloTcsl IOCTPOUTh HOBYIO KU3Hb, MIOKA OIHAXK/Ibl HA UX MOPOre He
MOSIBJISIETCS JIEBYIITIKA C cepeOPSHBIMU BOJIOCAMM U TJ1a3aMH 1iBeTa Houu. OHa

HE MOMHUT COOCTBEHHOTO UMEHH, HO 3HAET, UTO MUP HavyaJl 3a0bIBaTh CBOUX
MEPTBBIX — a BCKOPE MOKET 3a0bITh U )KMBbIX.3a UCUE3HOBEHUEM UMEH CTOUT
TaliHa, CBA3bIBAIOIAs ceMblo BelipoB, koponeBy CepedrHy U MpOIILIoe caMoi
Bepbl. UToOBI OCTaHOBUTD KaTacTpody, eil MPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS C TEMH, KOTO
OHA TOTepsiyia, U PEelIUThb, YTO 3HAYUT MO-HACTOsAIIeMY JiIoOuTh.Ho ecu BepHyTh
YeJIOBEKa MPOTUB €ro BOJIM — JEMCTBUTENBHO JIM 3TO cniaceHue? Y MOKHO i
OTITYCTUTH TOTO, KOTO OOUIIILCSI MOTEPSITh HaBcera?
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. Yoruu. «Vms nocnenHeit noyepr»

IMuTpunn YoTH4

Nms nmociaennen qouepu

nM4Aa IIOCJIEIIHEI71 JOYEPUA
Poman

I'naBa 1

Bepa Dcrenb noHsIa, YTO YyTPO HE 33/1a710Ch, KOra OOHAPY KA Ha KyXHE MEPTBYIO MBIIIIb.

Mpimb Jiexkasna IoCpeay CToia, akKypaTHO CJIOKHB MEepeiHUe JIalKy Ha Tpyau. Psagom crosiia
yammka Kasna, a Ha 6esoil ckaTepT KpacoBajiach HAKCh, BHIBEJCHHAS] YEM-TO TIOXOKHMM Ha Caxy:

ThI OBEIIAJI BEPHYTbHCHI.

Bepa HekoTopoe Bpemsi cMOTpesa Ha He€, Ha/IesICh, UTO HAJAIIUCh UCUE3HET, €CJIU JOCTaTOYHO
J0JITO HE MOprarh.

He ucuesna.

— Kasn!

N3 cocenneld KOMHATBI TIOHECCS TIIYXOM CTYK, 32 KOTOPBIM TOCJIEOBAJIO pyrareiabCcTBO. Bepa
B3JI0XHYJIA. 3a rofi COBMECTHOM XM3HU OHA OOHAPYKHJIA, YTO OBIBIIUI MMOCIEIHHUNA Majady KOPOJIeB-
CTBa CIOCOOEH TePEeKUTh BCTPEUy C JIPEBHUM UYIOBUIIIEM, HE JPOTHYB, HO TPOWIPLIBAET OUTBY
MoO0MY TIpeIMETy MeOeli, OCTaBJIEHHOMY He Ha CBOEM MecTe.

— Eciu THI OMIATH OCTaBUII caTlory TIOCPeId KOPUIOpa, s BRIOPOIITY UX B PeKy!

— D10 ObUM He caroru!

— Torna s1 BHIOpOIIY B PeKy TO, YeM ThI TOJIBKO 4TO yaapuics!

Yepes MuHyTY B 1Bepsx nossuics Kasi.

Ha vém Obuta pacctéruyrast pyoarika, TEMHbIE OPIOKM M BHIpaK€HHE YeIOBeKa, KOTOPHIN elé
HE pelwi, CTOWT JIM CETOIHSIIHUNA JIeHh TOTO, YTOObI OKOHYATENILHO MTPOCHYTHCSA. YEpHBIE BOIOCHI
TOpYaJIv B pa3Hble cTopoHbl. Ha ckyse TemHen ciient ot yaapa.

OH BBITJIATET YIUBUTEILHO OOBIKHOBEHHBIM.

Nuoraa Bepa Bcé emmié toBwmia cedst HA TOM, UTO KJIET OT HErO Yero-To HEeBO3MOKHOTO: UCUe3-
HOBEHHUS B TeHHU, CepeOPSIHOTO CBEUSHUsI TI0]] KOJKEH, T0JI0ca, KOTOPbIN 3aCTaBIsT Obl CBEUH TACHYTh.
Ho Kasn 6osbiiie He ObUT OeccMepTHBIM MajiadoM. Tereps OH MOT Mope3aThest, MPOCTYAUTHLCS U TONTY-
YHUTh CUHSIK, €CJIM CIIMIIKOM PE3KO TOBEPHETCS B Y3KOM KOPHIIOPE.

[Tocnennee ciydasnoch ¢ myraiolei peryisipHOCTbIO.

— Yro npounsonio? — Crpocuil OH, 3aMETUB MBbIILIb.

— Omna ymepra.

Kasn nocmotpen Ha croit.

— 9T0 5 BUKY.

— IpekpacHo. 3HaumT, TBOE 3peHue Bce eme padotaer. A Tenepb OOBACHH, IOUEMY Y HAC Ha
KyXHe MEPTBBIC KMBOTHBIC U IMOCIAHUS U3 MTPOIILIOTO.

OH npouuTasn HajIuCh.

VnpiOka ucuesna ¢ ero Jimia.

Bepa 3nana stor B3misaA. OHa BUJEa €ro B TPOHHOM 3ajle, B NIO/I3€MHOM YChITAJIBHULIE U HA
rutonfaau KazHer. Tak Kasn cMoTpen Ha Belu, KOTopble Haiesiicsl HUKOT/IA OOJIbIlle He BCTPETUTD.

— Tsl HanMcan 3T0? — CHpocuiia oHa.

— Her.

— KT0-TO U3 TBOMX CTapbiX 3HAKOMBIX ?

— BoNbIIMHCTBO MOMX CTapBhIX 3HAKOMBIX MEPTBBI.

— YuursiBas TBOO OGHOrpadmio, 3T0 He camoe yOeaUTeIbHOE OMpaBIaHue.

OH He OTBETUII.
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Kasn octopokHO KOCHYJICS Kpasi CKaTepTH, CTapasiCh He 3aJeTh HAJMUCh. 3aTeM MepEeBEPHYJI
MBIIITb.

[Mox e€ Temom nexaia cepeOpstHasE MyTOBUIIA.

Bepa nepecrana ynbioarbcs.

OHa y3Hana e€ cpasy.

[Tyrosuiia Obl1a MaJIeHbKOM, TOTEMHEBIIIEH OT BpEMEHH, C €/IBa 3aMETHBIM y30POM B BUJIE pac-
KPBITOTO 11a3a. IMEHHO Takylo OHa BUjie/ia B OTHOM U3 CBOMX BOCIIOMUHAHUN — B JIETCKOW KOMHATe
IO/ BOCTOYHBIM KPBUIOM JBOPIIA, CPEIM CEMU KPOBATOK, rie ObUTM 3amucaHbl uMeHa nereil Cepa-
puHbIL.

Tam xe MaJIbYMK ¢ YEPHBIMU IJIa3aMH CKa3asl €il, YTO OHa OHAXK/Ibl OTAAJIA €My ITyTOBUILY
riepesi CMEPTHIO.

Bepa torna peimia, 4to 3T0 0YepeiHast JJOKb, MOPOKAEHHAS UyKUMHU BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMH.

Teneps myrosuia jiexxana Ha €€ KyxXHe.

— Kaan.

OH yxe cMoTpes Ha Hee.

— 41 3Har0.

— Her, He 3Haemb. Thl €lI€ Jaxe He CPOCUII, UTO 3TO.

— 4 Bunen e€ pauslie.

—I'me?

OH MeJICeHHO BBITTPSIMUIICS.

— Ha onexne moeit marepu.

3a OKHOM Iymesa peka. Berep 1meBesnil 3aHaBECKH, M COJHEYHBIM CBET JIOKWICSA Ha CTON
JUIMHHBIMU 30JIOTUCTHIMU TIOJIOCAMH.

Bcé BoInIsAA€I0 HACTOIBKO MUPHBIM, YTO Bepa BHE3amHO pa303/niach.

— Her, — ckazana ona.

Kasn Haxmypuiics.

— Yro?

— Her. Mp1 He Gyniem fieniath 3TO CHOBA.

— Bepa...

— 41 cepb€3Ho. MBI He cTaHeM OpocaThcs B 0OUepeTHYI0 KOPOIEBCKYIO MOTHUTY TOJIBKO IOTOMY,
YTO KTO-TO PELIWJI IIPUCIATh HAM MEPTBYIO MBIIIb. Sl HE XOUy €lI€ OHOrO APEBHETO I0r0BOPA, ELIE
OIHOM JIBepH U elIE OIHOTO POACTBEHHUKA, KOTOPBIA OKA3bIBAETCS HE TEM, KEM Ka3aJicsl.

— 4 Toxe.

— Ommyno. Toraa Mbl COXKEM CKaTepTh, BLIOPOCKUM MBIIIIb 1 320yeM 00 STOM.

— A nyrosuity?

Bepa nocmoTtpena Ha cepeOpsHBIN MpeIMeT.

— Eé€ ocraBum. OHa KpacuBasi.

Kasn nouru ynbiOHyIICS.

N uMeHHO B 5TOT MOMEHT pa3jiajics CTYK B JBEPb.

Tpu ynapa.

Mennennbix. PoBabix. C OqMHAKOBBIMU ITPOMEKYTKAMMU.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— Eciu tam eni€ oHa Mblllib, S [epees3Kar.

— Kyna?

— B oM 6e3 aBepeii.

— Vno6H0. HUKTO HE CMOXET MOCTyYarh.

— Kaan.

— Vike uny.
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On HarnpaBuJIcs K JBepu. Bepa mocienoBaia 3a HUM, IPUXBATUB ¢ KyXOHHOTO CTOJIa HOX. 3a
MOCJIE/IHAY TOJ] OHA TIPUBBIKJIA HE BBIXOAWUTH M3 JoMa Oe3 opyxkus, XoTsa Kasnm yBepsii, 4rto B UX
HBIHEITHe )KU3HU OHO TIOHAIOOMTCS Pa3Be UTo JIJIsl HAape3Ku XJieda.

Ero xe6ope3Hble criocOOHOCTH HE OCTABJISIIU el BhIOOpa.

Kasn oTkpbu1 ABEPS.

Ha nopore crosna neBouka.

Ei1 6b1510 N1eT necsth nm onuHHAAATh. Ha Hell ObLIo pocToe 6eoe TiaThe, CIUIIKOM TOHKOE
s mpoxJiagaoro yrpa. CepeOpsiHble BOJIOCH Mafaid Ha TUIeUH, a YEpPHBIE I71a3a Ka3aluch COBEp-
IIIEHHO HETIOJIBYKHBIMH, CJIIOBHO B HUX OTpakaslach He yJIHIIa, a TTyOOKask HOYb.

Ha 3ansictbe BUIHEVMCh TPY KPACHBIX Y371a.

Bepa y3Hana e€ paHbliie, 4eM ycresia UCIyrarbCs.

JleBouka U3 TymaHa.

Ta, 4To MosiBUIACk B TPOHHOM 3aJie Iocie cMepTu DaBapaa. Ta, uto ckazania Kasy, uyto tenepn
e€ ouepesb KUTb.

Bepa Buziena e€ Bcero ofuH pa3 ¢ Tex Mop, Kak OHM MOKUHY/IM DiipBeH. Ha npyrom Oepery
peKH, B rycToM TyMane. Torja ieBouka rnomMaxasa eil pyKoi 1 ucuessa, He OCTaBUB CIIE/IOB.

Bepa He crana pacckasbiBath 00 3ToM Kasny.

Ona yoexnana ceOsi, 4To 3T0 ObUT 0OMaH 3peHH s, OCTATOK Maruyl WM IMPOCTO WIpa CBETa HaJl
BOJIOM.

Ternepb 1eBOUYKA CTOSIIA Y MIX TTIOPOTA.

— 3npaBcTBYH, OpaT, — CKa3aja OHa.

Kasn nobnennern.

— Thi...

— He nauuHaii ¢ aToro, nmoxanyicra. $1 oueHb JOJITO HCKaa Teos.

Omna nocmorpesna Ha Bepy.

— A T8I, 3HauMT, Bepa.

— A TBI, 3HAUUT, yMeellb CTy4aTh B ABepu. [Iporpecc.

JleBouKa yJIbIOHYTACh.

— MHe roBopwIv, 4TO Thl CMEIITHAS.

— Kr10?

— ToI cama.

Bepa cxasa pykosTh HOXa.

— Korga?

— Mo Toro, kak ymepina.

Berep 3a cnnHO# 1eBOYKYM BHe3amHO cTuX. He ocna® — MMEHHO CTuX, OyITO KTO-TO HaKpPhLT
YJIUITLy HEBUJIMMBIM KoJakoM. ['ie-To Baaum nepecraia KpryaTh yaiika. [laxe Boga B peke, Ka3aioch,
MOTEKJ1a THIIIE.

Kasn cnenan mar Bnepén.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT?

VipI0Ka IeBOYKH T0racia.

Omna omycTria IJ1a3a Ha CBOE 3arsICThe, IJIe TPU KPACHBIX y3J1a CTATHBAN KOKY.

— He 3Haiw.

— YT0 3HAYUT — HE 3HaellIb?

— ¢ momHI0 Matk. [TomHI0 OM. [ToMHIO, KaK Thl JepKajl MeHs 3a PyKy, Koraa OblIO TEMHO.
[ToMHI0, UYTO OTHAK/IBI THI OOEIIAT BEPHYTHCHA.

OHna nofHsJIa Ha HEerO B3I,

— Ho nms ucyesso.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa 3HAKOMBIN X070 B Ipyau. Tak ObIBasio, KOrJa OHA Kacajaach MEPTBOTO
TeJia U dykasi MaMsITh OTKPBIBAJIACh Niepe Held. ToNbKo ceifuac repej1 Hel CTOsUT )KUBOU YeJIOBEK.
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ITo kpaiiHeii mepe, OHa HaJIEAIaCh, YTO KUBOU.

— K10 oTHsAN y TeOst uMsi? — Cripocuyia oHa.

JleBOYKa Mokayvajia rojloBOu.

— He 3Haiw.

— DaBapa?

— Her. On nbrtancs. Ho He cMor 3akOHYMTS.

— Torna kto?

HeBouka nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— Thl.

OH oTcTynul, CJIOBHO OHA yapuiia ero.

— ¢ pukorna...

— Tsl HE MOMHUIIIB, — CMOKONHO CKa3ajia JIeBOYKa. — TO HE OJIHO U TO XKe.

Bepa nepesesna B31s/1 ¢ OIHOTO HA JIPYroro.

— Tak. Hauném cHavamna. Tel yTBepskaaemib, uto Kasn otHsn y Te6s ums. [Ipu aTom cama He
MOMHHUIIIb, KaK TeOs1 30ByT. W THI IIpUIIUIa Clofa, IOTOMY 4TO. . .

— IloTomy 4TO MOE MMS OCTAJIOCh Y MEPTBBIX.

JleBouka ocMOTpesia Ha cepeOpsHYIO MyroBUILy, KOTOpyio Bepa Bcé emé nepxana B JIaJOHU.

— A Ternepb OHM HAUYMHAIOT 3a0bIBATH.

— Kr10?

— Bee.

Omna npousHecha 31o 6e3 apamarusma. [Ipocto coobimna akT, KOTOPBIA JaBHO TiepecTa e
YAUBJISATh.

— Chayvana ucye3aloT uMeHa Ha Moruiax. [lorom — B kHurax. ITorom moau 3a0bIBalOT, KOTO
noxopoHui. OHU TIOMHST, YTO Y HUX ObLT ChIH, CECTpa WX XKeHa, HO He MOTYT Ha3BaTh X M0 UMEHH.
A 1oToM 3a0BIBAIOT JIUIIA.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK XOJIOACIOT MAJIbIIBIL.

— [louemy TbI puILIa K HAM?

— TMotomy uto Kasnm omHax /bl OTAAT CBOIO CMEPTh, YTOOBI CIIACTH TeOsl. A THI BEpHYJIA eMy
MPaBO KUTb.

JleBouka IIar"yJia yepes mopor.

— Brl 00a I3MEHMIN TO, UTO HENB3s OBUIO MEHATD.

— MBp1 yHUYTOXWIM DiBapaa, — ckazasia Bepa. — OcBoOOqMIIN TyIIIH, KOTOPHIE OH YACPKH-
BaJI. Ecii 4TO-TO MOIIIO HE Tak, 3TO HE 3HAYUT, UTO Mbl JOJKHBI CHOBA BCE UCITPABJISATD.

— 4 He npolry Bac UCTIPaBJIATH MPOIILIOE.

JleBouKka OCTaHOBUJIACH TTOCPEIU KOPUIOpA.

— 41 mpor1y NnoMoub MHE HAUTU MOE UMS.

Kasn 3akpbu1 gseps.

Hekotopoe BpeMsi HUKTO HE TOBOPHIL.

ITotom Bepa yOpasna HOX 3a Mosic ¥ yKa3ajia Ha KyXHIO.

— CHauana Tsl OelIb.

JleBouKa yIMBJIEHHO IOCMOTpEJIa Ha HEE.

— Yro?

— Tbl BRIIAAMIIB TaK, OYITO HE €J1a HECKOJIBKO JIHEH.

— 41 He MOMHIO, KOI/1a eJia B MOCIEJHUI pas.

— Bor umenHo. Ilotom pacckaxelis Bc€, uto 3Haelb. M He cMeil rOBOpUTH 3arajkamMu, eciiu
XOUYelllb, YTOOBI MBI TEOE TTOMOIJIN.

JleBouka KMBHYJIA.

— Xopoto.

Ona npo1uia Ha KyXHIO U CeJia 3a CTOJI. YBUJIEB MEPTBYIO MbIIlIb, [IOMOPLIMIIAC.
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— Dy.

— Hakowneni-to, — npo6opmoraiia Bepa. — XoTb KTO-TO B 3TOM JIOME pearupyeT HOPMaJIbHO.

Kasn momya yOpan Melib, a Bepa mocraBuia nepes IeBOYKOW TapesKy C XJIeOOM, CHIPOM U
s6mokamu. Ta enla MeJIeHHO, OyTO 3aHOBO yYWJIACh IOHUMATh, YTO TaKOE TOJIO.

B kako#i-To MOMEHT OHa OCTaHOBWJIACh U NMOcMoTpesa Ha Kasna.

— Th1 mocTape.

— Ha HeckombKo JieT.

— PaHb11e ThI HE cTapel.

— Panbinie s 6611 UAMOTOM.

JleBouka 3a1yMaJiach.

— A Teniepp?

— Tenepsb 5 cTapblii UAKOT.

OHa THXO paccMesiIach.

Bepa noiimana ce0s1 Ha TOM, UTO TOXe YJbIOaeTcst. DT ObLIO CTPAHHOE OIIYIIEHNe: Mepe]] Hel
CHJIEJIO CYIIECTBO, CBSI3aHHOE C CAMbIMU CTPAIIHBIMUM TalHAMU DUpPBEHa, a OHA JymMalia O TOM, YTO
JIEBOYKE, BEPOSITHO, ITPOCTO HY’)KHA HOpMaJIbHAs €/1a U TEILIask Ofek/aa.

Bo3MoXkHO, Tak ¥ HaUMHAJIACh OOBIYHAS KU3Hb.

He ¢ Benmkoii no6espl, He ¢ yHUUTOXEHUS TPOKJIATHS.

C rtapenku xJjieba u S0OJIOK.

— T ckazasa, 4To MOMHMIIL MaTh, — MpousHecia Bepa. — Krto ona?

JleBouka nepecrasia xKeBarb.

— CepaduHna.

Kasn menneHHo cesn HarpoTHuB Hee.

— Cepaduna ymepia.

— Her.

— 4 Buzen e€ ucye3HOBEHKE.

— TolI BUges, Kak ucdesia e€ naMsITh.

JleBouka Mook MIa Kycouek siOoKa Ha Tapeliky.

— Mama He Mora yiTy, oka st OCTaBajiach 3a JIBEPhbIO.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJa, KAk BHYTPU YTO-TO HEMPUSTHO IIEBEJIHHYJIOCH.

— 3a kako# jiBepbio?

JleBouka MojHsa rojoBy.

— 3a nepBoil.

B xomHaTe CJIOBHO CTajIo XONOJHEe.

Kasn nobnennen eme cuibHee.

— Her.

— ThI cCHOBa 3TO TOBOpPHIIIL, — 3aMeTHJIA JIeBouKa. — [loueMy ThI Bcerjia roBOpHIllb «HET»,
KOT/1a BCIIOMUHAEITh MEeHs?

— [loTomy 4TO 51 HOMHIO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO.

— Her, 6par. Tl HOMHUIIB TO, YTO TeOE OCTABUJIH.

Omna nocmorpesna Ha Bepy.

— A TBI MOXeIlllb YBUIETh MpaBay. TeOe Hy:KHO TOJIBKO MPUKOCHYThCS KO MHE.

Bepa ne nomesenuace.

— Thl xuBas.

— Jla.

— Moii gap paboTaeT ¢ MEPTBBIMH.

— 41 3Har0.

— Toraa moyemy Thl IPOCHUIITH MEHS TIPUKOCHYThHCS K TeOe?

JleBouka MeJIeHHO MoHsIa pyKy. Ha 3amnsicTbe KpacHble y3/ibl €/1Ba 3aMeTHO Iy IbCHUPOBAJIH.

8
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— Ioromy 4TO 5 yke ymupaina.

Ona nosoxuia J1aioHb Ha CTOJI.

— W notomy 4TO ThI ObLIA TAM.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

OH He nbITascs e€ octaHoBUTh. HO B €ro Ia3ax crosiia Takasi TpeBOra, 4To OHa BIIEPBBIE 32
J0TOe BpeMsl He 3aX0Tesla HeMeJIEHHO ClIesiaTh TO, Yero OT He€ TpeOOBaITH.

— Ecnu 51 yBrKy TBOE BOoCTIOMMHaHKe, — cKasasa Bepa, — s He o0elaio, 4To CMOTy BEpHYTh
ero tede.

— 41 He X0y, YTOOBI THl BO3BpaIliajia MHE BOCTIOMUHAHUSI.

— A 9TO THI XOUeIb?

JleBouka ocMOTpesna Ha He€ ¢ HEOKUIAHHOM CEPbEZHOCTHIO.

— Yro0BI THI TOMOTJIA MHE BHIOPATH, KEM s CTaHYy.

Bepa measieHHO poTsIHYIaA PyKYy.

OHa KOCHYJ1ach MaJIbIIEB IEBOUYKH.

Mup ncues.

Bepa crosina B KOMHaTe, 3TUTON OEJIBIM CBETOM.

He 6b1710 cTeH — TOJNBKO MOJIOYHAS ITYCTOTA, YXOIUBINAs BO Bce CTOpoHBI. [Tox Horamu jexal
XOJIOHBIN KaMeHb, a BIIEPEeIy BUIHENIACh IBEPh, OKPHITAsI TPEMS KPACHBIMH Y3JIaMH.

3a 1Bephio KTO-TO TUIaKaJL.

Bepa y3Hana stot 1iay.

OHa crplnaia ero B Moj3eMHOM Tropoje, B rpoonuiie CepaduHbl, y TIOCIeTHEeNH IBEpH, KOrIa
DaBapn e MeITajIcs BEpHYTh ceOe BIaCTh HaJl CMEPTHIO.

Ho Teneps muakan He peOGEHOK.

[nakasna xeHuHa.

— IMoxanyiicra, — menTana oHa. — He 3a0upaii e€.

Bepa nopomnuia Gnmke.

Ha nBepu npoctynuim OyKBbI.

CHauana ofiHa.

[Torom gpyras.

Vms1 BO3HMKAJIO MEITIEHHO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BBIBOZIMJI €TI0 HEBUIMMBIM MIEPOM.

Bepa nonbitanack mpoynTarh, HO OYKBBI PACIUIBIBATIMCH Mepes ra3amu. OHa 3Haja, YTo UMs
Ba)KHO. 3HaJIa, YTO OHO JIOJKHO OBLJIO MPHHAJIEKATh KOMY-TO, KOTO OHA JIOHJIA.

U BcE xe He MorIa ero yBUIETh.

VI3 TeMHOTHI 32 IBEPBIO pa3aajics MYKCKOU ToJIocC.

— V KakJI0ro yesoBeKa JOMKHA ObITh CMEPTb.

— Torna Bo3bMH MOIO! — KPUKHYJIA KEHIINHA.

— Ter yxe otpana e€.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, Kak ceprle 3a0uiock ObicTpee.

Ona 3Hasa 3TOT roJoc.

SnBapi.

Ho oH OblT HEe TaKMM, KaKMM OHa 3allOMHUJIA €70 B TPOHHOM 3ae. B ero ronoce He ObLIO HU
BJIACTHOCTH, HU Oe3ymMusi. TONBKO YCTanoCTh.

— ¢1 He oTnam Tebe peOEHKA, — MPOU3HECIA KEeHIIMHA.

— 41 He cobupatoch e€ youBaTb.

— Tol cobupaenbes crenath HeuTo Xy/auiee.

3a 1Bepblo pa3ascs TUXUIM CMeX.

— 4 xody, 4TOOBI OHA KUJIA.

— Her. Tol xouerib, 4TOObI OHA HUKOT/IA HE MOTJIa YUTH.

Bepa marnyna k n1sepu.
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Kpachble y371b1 Ha HEll HaYaIv 3aTArMBAThCS.

JKeHIlMHa 3aruiakaia CUjIbHee.

— Kaan, noxanyiicra. Tel oOeman MHe.

OtBera He MoCIeA0BaIO.

— Kasn!

TuivHa.

3areM rojoc MajbuuKa:

— 4 BepHyCh.

Bepa pe3ko oGepHyaach.

Ha npyrom koHiie 6e710if KOMHATBI CTOSUT MaJICHPKUI MaJIbuMK C YEPHBIMU Ila3aMu. B pykax
OH JIepaJl IEpPeBSHHYIO JIOIIA/KY.

ManbuMK ¢ 1epeBSIHHOM JIOIIAIKOM.

Tor, komy Kaan otgan cBow cMepTb.

Ho ceitvyac oH BBIIIsiieN MHAUE: ero ofexaa OblIa YKCTOM, BOJIOCH aKKYPaTHO 3a4€CaHsbl, a Ha
3amsCThe BUAHENACh cepeOpsiHasi MyroBUIIA.

OH nocMmotpen Ha Bepy.

— ThI cHOBa ono3aaa.

— K10 THI?

— ThI 3HaeNIb.

— Her.

MasnbuuK B3I0XHYII.

— ThI Bceraa TOBOPHIITh «HET», KOTJIa BCIIOMHHACTIIL MEHSI.

OH nonomién 6vKe U MPOTSHYI el IEpPeBAHHYIO JIOMIAIKY.

— Orpaii eit 310.

— Komy?

— Cecrpe.

— Kakoti cectpe?

Manpurk MOCMOTpEJT Ha ABEPb.

— Toii, 4b€ UM ThI YKpaJa.

Bepa nonbiTanack B35iTh UTPYIIKY, HO AJIBIBI POIILIM CKBO3b HEE.

benas kxomHara 3aTpsciace.

KpacHbie y371b1 JJOMHYJIM OIMH 32 IPyTUM.

3a ABEpBIO KTO-TO IMPOU3HEC UMS.

Ha stot pa3 Bepa ycinbliana ero sicHo.

Ho nipexnie, uem ycnena 3aloMHUTb, CBET IOTaC.

Ona ouHyzach Ha KyXHe.

Kasn pepxai e€ 3a ruieun. JleBouka cujena HapoTyB, IPUKaB JIANOHU K rpyau. Ha e€ nune
He OBbUTO HU YIWBJICHWS, HU CTpaxa.

Tonbko oxumaHue.

— Yro TeI yBUAENa? — crpocuit Kasi.

Bepa nonsiTanace OTBETUTH, HO HE CMOITIA.

Ona nomawmia Genyio komHary. [lomHuna neeps. [ToMHMIIA KEeHIMHY, KOTOpasi MPOCHIa He
3a0upath y He€ peOEHKa.

W masipumka ¢ JepeBsSHHON JIOUIAJKOM.

Ho uwms. ..

Nwms ucuesno.

Bepa nmocmortperna Ha 1€BOUKY.

— 4 cnpimana ero.

— YUne?

10
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— TBoé.

JeBouka 3aTauja JbIXaHHeE.

—nm?

Bepa 3akpbiia r1a3a, mbITasch yuepkarb YCKOIb3aIoIIre 3BYKH.

Hwuwuero.

Ona He MorJ1a BCIOMHHUTDH HU OTHOUN OYKBBI.

— IIpoctu, — npoutenrana oHa.

JleBouka oIycTuia rojoBy.

Kasn kperue cxain reun Bepsl.

— DTO HEe TBOS BUHA.

— He roBopu 3a MeHs1, — pe3Ko OTBETHJIA OHA.

OH oTmycTu eg€.

Bepa nogHsnack u3-3a cTona M Mpomnuiack o KyxHe. Eif Hy:KHO ObUIO JBHMKEHHE, BO3AYX, XOTh
YTO-TO, YTO MOMOTJIO ObI COOPATh MBICITH.

— 4 Buzena DaBapna, — ckazasia oHa. — Ho 3T0 ObUIO O TOro, Kak OH CTaJl TeM, KEM MbI €r0
3HasM. OH TOBOPHJI C KaKOK-TO KeHIMHON. OHa mpocuiia He 3a0uparh peOEHKa.

Kasn momyair.

— Omna Ha3Basa Te0si o0 UMEHH.

— Bepa...

— A moTtoM $ yBHJIeJa MaJIbuMKa ¢ JIomaakoi. OH cKaza, 4To 51 yKpajia UMsl Y ero CeCTphl.

Kasn nobnennern.

— Yo emie?

Bepa nmocmortpena Ha I€BOUKY.

— OH moIpocuII OTIaTh €M JIOMIAIKY.

JleBouka Me[JIeHHO MOJHSJIA T'OJIOBY.

— Kakyio somanaky?

— JlepeBsianyi0. CTapyio, ¢ TPEIIMHON Ha OOKY.

JleBouka 3akpbuia Iasa.

Eé€ nmanbiipl 3agpoxaiu.

— 4 nomHIO €€.

— ThI 3Haemb, rae oHa?

— Her. Ho g nomHio0, Kak aepxana e€. [IoMHI0, 4TO OZHAXKABI CIOMaJia HOXKKY U IUIAKAJIA,
MOTOMY UTO JyMasia, 4To Opat OoJblle He CMOXKET Ha HEel €3/IUTb.

Kasn cmotpesn Ha HeE, He IBUTrasich.

— V MeHs1 HUKOrJa He ObLIO CeCTpbl, — MPOU3HEC OH.

JleBouKa OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a.

— Bot noyeMy TbI MeHsI 3a0bLI.

— 4 nomuio Cepacduny. [Tomuio Dnmany. [Tomuio Bepy.

— TbI MOMHUIIIB TEX, YbM UMEHA OCTAJIUCH B UICTOPUHU.

Ona BcTasa.

— A MeHS Thl 320bLI.

Bepa nocmoTtpena Ha Tpu KpacHBIX y3/1a Ha e€ 3arscTbe. Termepb OHM ObLTM TTOYTH YEPHBIMU.

— Yro ciyuuTcs, eciii Mbl He HalIEM TBOE UM ?

JeBouka 10aro MoaJaja.

— 4 ucuesny.

— Ympéin?

— Her. Dt0 6b110 OBI TIPOIILIE.

OHna nopoIa K OKHy.

11
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— CHavasia MeHs niepectaHeTe IOMHUTD Bbl. [IoTOM MeHs nepecTaHyT IOMHUTh BCE OCTAJIb-
Hble. A KOrjja He OCTaHEeTCsl HUKOI'O, KTO IOMHUT, 4TO 51 CYIIECTBOBaJIa, MUP CTAaHET TAKUM, KaKUM
€ro XoTeJ BUJIETh OTell.

— Mup, B KOTOPOM CMEpTh IPUHAIEKUT TOMY, KTO CUJIbHEE, — THXO cKazas Kaai.

JleBouka KMBHYJIA.

— W B KOTOpOM HUKTO HE MOXKET YITH, €CIU KTO-TO APYTOM ITOTO HE XOUeT.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

Onu 00a MOHUMAaJIH, YTO STO 3HAYUT.

DaBapy ObLT MEPTB.

Ho ero nocneansis ommoKka mpogossKana KuTb.

— Xopoto, — ckazaia Bepa.

JleBouka 0OepHYIaCh.

— Yro?

— MBbI HaiiIEM TBOE UMSI.

— Tlouemy?

Bepa 3anymanace.

[TotoMy uTO NieBouka ObLIa cBsA3aHa ¢ e€ mponuibiM? [Toromy uTo Kasn He Mor BCHOMHUTH
coOcTBeHHy0 cecTpy? [ToToMy UTO MUp CHOBa OKa3aJicsl Ha T'paHu KatacTpobi?

Her.

— IToTtomy uTO THI IpHIIUIA K HAM, — OTBETWJIA OHA. — A 51 He COOMPAIOCh OCTaBJIATh PeOEHKA
OJIHOTO TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO €r0 UCTOPHSI HEYJ0OHA.

JleBouka mocMoTpesia Ha Hee.

BriepBble 3a BCE yTpO B €€ YEPHBIX I1a3aX NOSABUINCH CIIE3BI.

— Cnacu6o.

Bepa kuBHya.

— Ho ectb 0HO ycioBHE.

— Kakoe?

— Hukakux 3arajiok 3a 3aBTpakoM. Eciu xouerb, 4ToObl MBI TeOe TIOMOTJIH, MPUIETCS pac-
CKa3bIBaTh BCE, YTO MOMHMILb. Jaxke el 9TO KaXeTCsl HEBAKHbIM.

JleBouka BbITEpJIA [VIa3a PYKABOM.

— Xopoto.

— U BTOpOE.

— Ecrb emg Bropoe?

— Pazymeercsa. Tol Oygenb sKUTh 371eCh, TIOKa MbI He pa3depéMcs ¢ mpoucxonsmm. 51 He
cOOMpPAIOCh OTITYyCKaTh TeOs OTHY HEU3BECTHO KYy/Ia.

Kasn nocmotpen Ha Bepy.

— Tbl yBepena?

— Her.

— Torna nouemy. ..

— [lotomy uTO 51 y)e cka3zayia, YTO IOMOTY €.

OH nomosnyai.

3aremM KUBHYJL.

— Xopoto.

JleBovKa OCTOPOKHO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— 3HauuT, 5 Mory ocrarbcs?

Bepa yka3zasa Ha cTyiI.

— Mosxenib. Ho ecium Oyaentb ocTaBisiTh MEPTBBIX MBIIIIEH Ha CTOJIE, sl OTIIPABIIO TeOs CriaTh
B capai.

— 310 ObLIA HE 1.

12
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— A k10?

HeBouka nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— OH oberan BepHyThbCS.

Bepa MenieHHO IOBEpHYIach K HEMY.

Kasn ycrano npukpbul riaza.

— 41 HauMHAI HEHaBUAEThb ITO yTPO.

Beuepom, korjga 1eBouka ycHy/1a B KOMHaTe HaBepxy, Bepa oOHapyxkuia Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJie
HOBYIO HaJIIUCh.

Ha st10T pa3 e€ BbiBeaM He caxel, a TOHKOW MOJIOCKOM 3aCOXILEN KPOBU.

IIEPBOE UM HE INIPUHA JIVIEZKUT MEPTBBIM.

INon Haamuckio Jiexaiia cepeOpsiHasK IyTOBHIIA.

Bropas.

Bepa nossasa Kasna.

OH 107170 CMOTpeEJT Ha CTOJI, 3aTEM OCTOPOKHO B35/ IIyTOBUILY U IIEPEBEPHYT €€.

Ha oGpatHoii ctopoHe ObUTH BBHIIPAaBUPOBAHBI IBE OYKBHI.

C. 9.

— Cepaduna DiipBeHckasi, — mpoienTaia Bepa.

Kasn nokauan roynosoil.

— Her.

— Onsre?

— 9TO0 He €€ MHULIAAJIBL.

OH nogHEC MyroBULly K CBETY.

— CepacduHa HUKOTJa HE HOCUJIA TaKUe 3aCTEXKU. Sl moMHIo e€ miaths. [IoMHIO yKpaieHus.
IToMHI0 KOJIBLIA, KOTOpBIE OHA HAJEBaJIa, KOr/a 11J1a K KOPOJIIO.

— Torna ubM 3TO UHUIMATBL?

Kasn He orBeTuiI.

OH cMmoTpes Ha OYKBBI TaK, CJIOBHO OHH OBUTH IBEPBIO, 32 KOTOPOM €ro KAajio HeYTO ropasio
OoJiee cTpalrHoe, YeM CMepTh.

— Kasn?

— 4 He 3Hal.

OH MoK MyTrOBUILY Ha CTOJ.

— Ho a 3Ha10, rae Mbl MOXEM HaWTH OTBET.

—I'me?

Kasn nocMoTtpen B CTOPOHY OKHa.

3a pekoi, Ha MPOTUBOIIOIOKHOM Oepery, JiexKa CTapblii TOPOJl, KOTOPOTo He ObLIO HU Ha OTHON
Kapre JiipBeHa. ['opof, Kyaa He 3aXOAWJIM KUBbIE M OTKYJa HE BO3BPAILAJIMCh MEPTBBIE.

— B apxuBe xpanureneii, — cka3ayi oH. — Eciu OH ellg cylecTByer.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha TEMHYIO BOLLY.

— A eciu Het?

Kasn B3s1 e€ 3a pyky.

— Torna Oyaem HMcKaTh JaJblie.

OHa cxaJna ero nasblipl.

Briepseie 3a ron Bepa cHoBa mouyBcTBOBajIa CTpax Nepej HeU3BECTHOCTHIO.

Ho Ha 10T pa3 crpax He 3acTaBiisil €€ OTCTYNATb.

OH HanmomMuHaJ1, YTO BIEPEAU €CTh JOPOra.

N uT0 OHa e1E He 3aKOHYNIIACh.

Hagepxy feBouka BO CHe IMPOU3HECA CIOBO, KOTOPOr'O HUKTO HE YCIIbIIIA.

Tpu KpacHBIX y3/1a Ha €€ 3aIIACThe 3aATAHYIINCH.

A B 1a7I€KOM ropojie, KOTOPOro He CyILIECTBOBAJIO Ha KapTax, 3a3BOHUII KOJIOKOJI.
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OH 3BOHMJI 110 UMEHH, KOTOPOE MUP yXkKe Hadasl 3a0bIBaTh.

W ¢ kaxapIM ynapom ofiHa MOTMJla CTaHOBWJIACh ITYCTOM.

I'naBa 2

Y1pom Bepa oOHapyxkmiia, 4To 3a0bljia MO COOCTBEHHOW MaTepu.

Ona nomHMIIa €€ pyKH — TOHKHUE, C KOPOTKO OCTPUKEHHBIMU HOI'TsIMU. [ToMHMIIa 3anax cyie-
HBIX TpaB, KOTOPHIMU MaTh HAOMBaJIa MaJIeHbKHE TIOJIOTHSIHBIE MEIIOUKX OoT Moiu. [TomHMIa rosoc,
HErPOMKHIA M YyTh XPHUIUIOBATHIA, OCOOEHHO 1O Beuepam, KOrja Ta YuTajla el CKa3KW Ipu CBETe
CBEYH.

Ho crouno Bepe nonsiTatbcsi peACTaBUTh JIMIO, KaK MaMsTh pacchlliajlach Ha OTIEJIbHBIE,
HUKaK HE CBS3aHHBIE JIPYT C JPYrOM JIETaJIH.

Ceemas npsiab BOJIOC.

Tens y BUCKa.

VipIOKa, KOTOPYIO OHa HEe MOIJIa BOCCTAHOBUTBD IIETUKOM.

Bepa cunena Ha kpaio KpoBaTu, C:KUMasi B JIAJIOHAX crapyio ¢otorpaduio, HAUAEHHYIO CpeIu
Belllel, KOTOpbIe MTPUBE3JIa U3 HIKHEro ropoaa. Ha cHuMKe oHa crosijia psioM C 5KEHIIMHOW B TEM-
HOM TuiaThe. JKeHIMHa oOHMMaIa e€ 3a Tieud, a Bepa, coBceM MaJieHbKasi, CMOTpeJia B OOBEKTHB C
BBIPaKEHUEM YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPOMY TOJIbKO YTO 3alIPETHII JIE3Th B UYyKOW IIKad.

10 ObUIa €€ MaTb.

Bepa 3Has1a 3T0 Tak ke TOYHO, KaK 3HaJIa COOCTBEHHOE MMS.

W BcE xe Lo kKeHIMHBI Ha (poTorpaduu Ka3anoch 4yKUM.

— Her, — npomenrana oHa.

C10BO MpO3BYYasIO CAUIIKOM IPOMKO B YTPEHHEW TUILMHE.

Bepa nposena nasybliem 1o Kpaio cHUMKa. Bymara Oblia cTapoid, yroiaku noTeMHes I, HO n300-
pakkeHne COXpaHWIOCh Xopomo. Hukakoil Maruu, HUKakux cepeOpsiHbIX HUTEH, HUKAKUX CJIE/IOB
BMeIIaTeIbCTBA.

TosbKo mycToTa Tam, rje JoKHA OblTa HAXOOUTHCS MaMSTh.

Ona BcOMHWIA BuepalllHee NMPUKOCHOBEHME K JeBouke. bemyio komuaty. [IBepb ¢ Tpems
KpacHbIMHU y37aMu. JKeHiuHy, ymosnsiBinyio Kasna He 3a0upath ped€Hka. Masburka ¢ JiepeBsSIHHOU
JIOIIAKOU.

U cobcTBeHHOE YyBCTBO, OYTO KTO-TO BBIPBA U3 €€ TOJIOBHI CJIOBO, KOTOPOE OHA ITOYTH yCTiea
ITPOU3HECTH.

Bepa yopana ¢ortorpaduio B SAIIUK.

Ona He cobupanach pacckaspiBarh Kasnmy o ciyuumBmiemcsi, moka He MOMMET, YTO MMEHHO
tepsieT. OH 1 6e3 TOro CMOTpeJ Ha IEBOUKY TaK, CJIOBHO MBITAJICS Pa3IJIsSACTh 3a e€ JIMIIOM COOCTBEH-
HYIO BUHY.

A Bepa camikom Xxoporo 3Hajia, K yemy npusoaut Kasnosa BuHa.

K normnbiTkam BC€ ucnipaBuTh.

K perienusim, KOTopble OH PUHUMAJ 32 JPYTHX.

K xepTBaMm, KOTOpbIX HUKTO HE MPOCUJ TPUHOCHUTD.

B 3T0T pa3 oHa He cobupanach MO3BOJIUTH €My IIPEBPATUTH YYKYIO KH3Hb B OUEpEIHYIO pac-
IU1aTy 3a MPOILLUIOE.

JleBOUKY 3BaJIM HUKAK.

Mo kpaiiHeii Mepe, UMEHHO TaK OHa OTBETHJIA, Korja Bepa cripocuiia 06 9TOM 3a 3aBTPaKOM.

— Ouenb ynoOHO, — 3ameTniia Bepa, cTaBs nepen Hell Yaliky MOJIOKa. — 3HAYWT, eCld S
3axouy TebOst I03BaTh, MHE MPUIETCS] CBUCTETH?

— Moxems npugymMarb MHE UMS.

— A ecnu 51 BbIOepy 4TO-HUOYIIb yKacHOE?

JeBouka noxasna rjiedamm.

— Torgaa s Oyay yXacHOM AeBOYKOU C Y)KaCHBIM UMECHEM.

14



. Yoruu. «Vms nocnenHeit noyepr»

Kasn, cuzeBimii y okHa, OIHSLI TOJIOBY.

— He Hy)XHO NpUIyMbIBaTh €l UMSI.

Bepa nocmorpesna Ha Hero.

— Tlouemy?

— [lotoMy yTO MBI HE 3HaeM, YTO MTPOU3OUIET.

— Ecnu Thl Hageenbes, 4TO OHA OIHAXAbl BCIIOMHUT €0 CaMa, TO, KaKeTCsl, Mbl YK€ BbISIC-
HWIW: IaMATh €1 HEe TIOMOXeET.

— 41 He 310 MMeN B BULY.

— A 4r0?

Kasn 3amonmuann.

JleBouka HaOIOIAIa 32 HUMH, JIepKa YallKy 0OeuMH pyKaMu.

— On 6ourca, — ckaszajia OHa.

Kasn MeyieHHO oBepHYJICS K HEl.

— 41 He 6010Ch.

— bowumbcs.

— Tebe He ciieqyeT roBOPUTH O TOM, YEro Thl HE TOHUMAEIITb.

— A T1ebe He cieyeT IPUTBOPATHCS, YTO Thl TOHUMAEIIh BCE.

Bepa enpa 3ameTHO yIbIOHYIACH.

— MHe oHa HaYMHAeT HPaBUTHCSI.

— DTO TPEBOXHBIN NMPU3HAK, — CyX0 oTBeTMI1 Kasj.

JleBouka mocMoTpesia Ha Hero ¢ TAKMM MCKPEHHUM YIMBJIEHUEM, uTo Bepa He Bblepkana u
paccmesiach.

Ha MrHoBeHue KyxHs CHOBa CTajia OOBIYHOM KyXHel. 3a OKHOM IIyMmeJsa peKa, Ha CTOJIe OCThI-
BaJI Yaii, a TpOe JIIOIEH CIIOPUJIM O TOM, KaK 00pammarbcsi K peOEHKY, KOTOPbIA, BO3MOKHO, HE TIPH-
HaJjIe’KaJl 5TOMY BPEMEHHU.

3arem J1IeBOYKa MOCTABUJIA YAIIIKY.

— 4 nomHI0 emE Koe-uTo.

Bepa nepecrana ynbioarbcs.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— Mawma roBopuiia, YTo UMs1 — 3TO HE CJIOBO. DTO JIBEPb.

Kasin Beimpsamuics.

— Korna ona te6e 310 ckazana?

— He 3nawo.

— Tbl MOMHHUIIIB, IIE HAXOAUIACh?

— B komHare ¢ 3epkanamu. Tam ObUT0 OueHb X0MOAHO. MaMa fepkaia MeHs 3a pyKy U BeJiesa
HE MTPOM3HOCUTDb CBOE UM, JIaKe €CJIM KTO-HUOY/Ib TOTPOCHT.

— Tlouemy?

JleBouka mocMoTpesia Ha COOCTBEHHOE 3arisiCThe.

Tpu KpacHBIX y3/1a MoJ KOXeW CTaau YyTh TEMHEE.

— [ToTOMy YTO OH YCIJIBIIINT.

— Kr0? — cnipocuna Bepa.

JleBouKa MoaHsIa rjiasa.

— ToT, KTO JXMBET B UMEHAX.

Kasn pe3ko Bcran. Ctyn ¢ rpoXoTOM OIPOKUHYIICS Ha TOJ.

— XBarwur.

JleBouKka B3pOrHysa, HO He OTBeJa B3MIAAA.

— ThI 3HaeNb, 0 KOM s TOBOPIO.

— Her.

— 3Haeib.
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— 4 ckazan — xBarur!

Ero rosoc ynapui no koMHarte, 3aCTaBUB 33/1p0XKaTh CTEKJIA B OKHAX.

Bepa MrHOBEeHHO MTOJHSAJIACH.

— Kasn.

OH cMoTpen Ha IEBOYKY, U B €ro I71a3ax ObUIo HeuTo, yero Bepa He Bujiena 1axe rnepej nocie-
HEH JIBepbIo.

He crpax cmepru.

Crtpax BOCIOMUHAHMSI.

Kas71 cioBHO y3HA HEUTO, Yero He XOTell 3HaTh, M TeMepb OTYASIHHO IBITAJICA yOenuThb ceos,
YTO OImMOCS.

Bepa nonoxmuiia pyky eMy Ha I1J1e4o.

— Ilocmorpu Ha MeHs.

OH He oTpearupoBa.

— Kasn, nmocMoTpu Ha MeHs.

MenieHHO, OyaTO BRIOMPAsICh U3 TIIyOOKOU BOJIBI, OH IMOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY.

— MBp1 He OyieM HHYEro JesaTh, oKa He MOUMEM, UTO TIPOUCXOANT, — cKaszania Bepa. — Tl
(1811017111194

— Ja.

— U 1B He cTaHenb MPUHUMATh PEIIeHHs 32 HAC OOOMX.

Ero yemocTs Hanpsriace.

— 41 He cobupacs. ..

— Cobupauicst. Tol yxe Haual.

Heckosnpko cexyH/1 OHM CMOTpeIu Ipyr Ha Apyra.

ITorom Kasn oTBEN B3MISA U MOIHS CTYJL.

— Xopoto.

370 HEe OBUIO COTTIACHUEM.

Ho noka Bepe xBaraiio u storo.

OHM NOKMHYJM JOM Yepe3 yac.

JleBouKa HacTosIa Ha TOM, YTOOBI MATH C HUMH, U Kasnm HeoxuaaHHo He ctan Bo3paxkars. OH
JIMIIb 3aCTaBWII €€ HAJIETh TEIUIOE MAJIbTO, KOTOpoe Bepa Halllia B ctapoM CyHIyKe, U HECKOJIBKO pa3
IIPOBEPWUJI, HE XOJIOAHO JIU €.

Bepa 3ameTnia 310, HO HUYETO HE CKa3asa.

3a nocneanue mecsibl Kasn Hayuwiics mposBisTh 3a00Ty 0e3 rpoMkux oOemanuil. MHoraa
OH BCE el MBITAJICA 3alIUTUTH €€ OT JII0OOH OMACHOCTH, HO TETieph XOTsI Obl CIIpanInBajl, HyKHa 1
el MOMOI1Ib.

He Bcerna.

OpHaxko mporpecc ObLT OUEBHUJICH.

OHM 1M BIOb PEKH, HATIPABJISSACH K CTAPOMY MOCTY Ha BOCTOUHOM OKpauHe ropoaa. Hebo
3aTsIHYJIM cepble 00J1aKa, Boja Kasaiach noyty y€pHoil. Ha apyrom 6epery HaurHascs Jiec, 3a KOTO-
PbIM KOI/Ia-TO MPOXOJMJIa TPAHULIA BIaJEHUN DUPBEHCKON KOPOHBI.

ITo cnoBam Kasna, apxuB XxpaHuTeel HAXOIWICS 3a TOU I'PAHULICH.

INo cnoBam crapsIX KapT, 32 HeW He ObUIO HUYEro, Kpome 3a0pOIIeHHBIX AepeBeHb U OOJIOT.

ITo cnoBam Bepsl, ecii Mecto He OTMEUEHO HU Ha OJIHOM KapTe, 3TO €llE He MOBOJ CYMTATh
€ro MHTePECHBIM.

Ho ecnu Kasn roBopuii, 4To TaM MOXXHO HalTH OTBETHI, 3HAYUT, CTOUJIO TIPOBEPUTD.

— Yro Takoe XpaHUTEIN? — CHPOCKJIA OHA, KOTAA MOCT OCTaJsICs M03a/Iu.

— Jlionu, KOoTOpBIE CAEIMIN 32 TPAHULIEH MEXAY KUBBIMU U MEPTBBIMHU.

— To ecTtb 4TO-TO BpOIE CTpaxu?

— Ckopee, OMOHOTEKAPH.
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— Thwi ceituac cepbE3HO?

— AOGCOMIOTHO.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha HEro ¢ NOJO3pEHUEM.

— W oHu xpanunu kHuru?

— Wwmena. [Nocneanue coBa. BocnoMuHaHus1, KOTOpbIE HEe JIOJKHBI ObUTH UCUe3HYTh. VIHOTIA
— TIeJTbIe JKU3HM.

— 3BYyUHT Kak padoTa, OT KOTOPOH s1 ObI yBOJIMJIACH B MEPBBII Xke JICHb.

— IMostomy ThI HUKOTIA HE ObLIa XpaHUTEJIEM.

— 1 1 He coOupanack.

JleBouka 1uIa Mexay HUMHU, BHUMATEJIbHO paccMaTpuBasi JepeBbsi. MIHOrIa oHa MpoBOIMIIA
MaJbI[aMy TI0 KOpe, CJIOBHO y3HaBajia 3HAKOMBIE MPEIMEThl, HO He MOIJIAa BCIIOMHUTH, OTKYJa WX
3HAeT.

— A T8I ObUT XpaHuTeNeM? — crpocuiia oHa y Kasna.

OH g0JTr0 HEe OTBEeval.

— Her.

— Ho 101 3Ha1 HX.

— Jla.

— U oGerman BepHYThCH.

Kasn ocranosusics.

Bepa Toxe ocTraHOBUIIACH, XOTS €l OUYeHb XOTeJIOCh TPOJOIKHUTh MyTh U CAEIaTh B, YTO OHA
HUYEro He CIIBIIAA.

— Kowmy s o6eran? — crpocu oH.

JleBouka 3ayMaJiach.

— MHe.

— Korga?

— Jlo Toro, Kak ThI CTAJI MajJadoM.

Kasn nobnennern.

— 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Tlouemy?

— INotomy 4ro 51 ponwiics B DiipeeHe. A ciyxu npu agsope DaBapaa. Sl HUKoraa He NOKKU Al
KOPOJIEBCTBO [I0 3aKJIIOYEHUSI IOrOBOpa.

JleBouka mocMoTpesia Ha HEero MOYTH C KaJIOCTHIO.

— Thl IOMHHILIb TO, YTO CITYYUJIOCH MOCIIE.

— A 4r0 6bUTO 10?

— Tl 320b11.
Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak BHYTPH MOIHUMAETCS pa3ApakeHHe.
— Tlocnymaii, — cka3aja oHa, IPHUCEB Tepell JEeBOYKOM, YTOOB OKa3aThCsl C HEM Ha OIHOM

ypoBHe. — ¢l MOHMMaI0, YTO Thl HE MOXKEIllb PacCKa3aTh HaM BCE. BO3MOXHO, Thl camMa He 3Haelllb
Bcex oTBeToB. Ho ecitn Mbl cobrpaeMcsi TeOe ToMoYb, HaM HYKHBI XOTb Kakue-To (aktel. He 3aragkm.
He naméxn. ®akThl.

JleBouka KHMBHYJIA.

— Xopoto.

— YTO THl HOMHHUIIIb O MECTE, IJIe Mbl HAUJEM apXUB?

— Tam Her aBepeii.

Bepa 3akpplia masa.

— Koneuno.

— Ho ectb okHa.

— Pasymeercs.

— U ecnu mocMOTpeTh B HUX, MOKHO YBUJIETh T€X, KTO 3a0bLT TeOsI.
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. Yoruu. «Mms nocnenueit nouepu»

Bepa BbipsamuiIace.

— Vike nmyuiue. A Kak Tyja nonactsb?

JleBouka mocMoTpesa Ha peKy.

— HyxHo nepeliti Ha apyroii 6eper.

— MBI yke nepenuim.

— He stor Geper.

Ona ykazasa BHU3 110 TEYEHUIO, TY/a, [I€ peKa yXOIua B JIEC U CKpbIBAJIACh 32 XOJIMaMHU.

— Tor, koTOpOro Her.

K monynHio oHU 100pasrch 10 3a0pOIEHHOTO TIOCEICHHS.

Ha crappix kaprax oHO HasbiBasioch BelipxonsM, HO Kasn yTBepikaan, 4To Takoro Ha3BaHUSs
HUKOI/Ia He CyIllecTBOBalIO. Bepa He crana cnoputh. 3a MocieHuid Tof oHa yOenuiach, 4To reo-
rpacus DiipBeHa OblIa HE CTOJIBKO HAyKOH, CKOJILKO BOIPOCOM JIOTOBOPEHHOCTU MEKIY KUBBIMH,
MEPTBBIMU U TEMHU, KTO HE XOTEJI ONPEeIsAThCS.

[Tocenenue cocToso U3 gecsATKa KaMEHHbIX JOMOB. Kpblil mpoBaamiuch, OKHa 3UsUTN ITYCTO-
TOM, a Y3KHe YJMIIBI 3apociu TpaBoil. Ha ruiomany cTosn Kosonen, 3aKpbIThlid TSKEIOM Kele3HOU
KPBIIKOH.

Hu ogHoM nTHLEL.

Hu ogHoro nacexkomoro.

Haxe Betep 31ech OyaTO 3a0bUT, KaK JABUTATHCS.

Bepa ocraHoBuIack y nepBoro joma.

— 3nech KTO-HUOYIb K7

— Korga-to, — orBeTmit Kasir.

— A notom?

— Ux 3a0butn.

— Bceex?

OH KMBHYJL

JleBouka nojomuia K Kooy Y MOJIOXKNJIA JIaJOHb Ha jKEJIE3HYIO KPBIIIKY.

— 31ech HAYMHAJICA MYTh.

Kasn MrHOBEHHO OKa3aJicsl psIOM.

— He tporaii.

Omna yOpana pyky.

— Tlouemy?

— [lotoMy 4YTO MBI HE 3HaeM, 4TO MOJ HEM.

— 4 3Har0.

— Torga oObsIcHU.

JleBouka mocMoTpesa Ha Hero.

— Bona.

— B konoaue?

— Her. Baugy.

Bepa nopomnna 6mke.

Ha xene3Hoil Kpbllike ObUTH BBITPABUPOBAHBI CJIOBA, TMIOYTH CTEPTHIE prkaBurHOW. OHa Ipu-
ceJa, MpoBeJia NMaJIbIIaMH M0 TIOBEPXHOCTU U TIOMbITAJIACh pa300paTh HAIHUCH.

HE IIEY 13 TOI'O, UYTO IIOMHUT TEBA.

— OueHb rocTenpuuMHO, — MPOOOPMOTAJIA OHA.

Kasn gocran u3 kapmana HeOObION (hOHAPh U OCBETUII Kpasi KPBIIIKH.

— Ilomoru mHe.

Bwmecre oHr oTOBHHYIM e€. MeTaiut 3acKkpekeTall 0 KaMHIO, ¥ U3 KOJIOALA ITAaXHYJIO XOJI0I0M
— HE CBIPOCTBIO M HE THUJIBIO, & YEM-TO CYXUM M JIPEBHUM, CJIOBHO BO3[yX W3 JIaBHO 3allepTOro
CKJIeTa.
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Buusy neiicTBuTebHO ObUTa BOJA.

OHa sesxasia HeroIBUKHOM YEPHO MOBEPXHOCTHIO, XOTS JIO HEE OCTaBAIOCh HE MEHbIIIE JeCSITH
METPOB.

Bepa HanpaBuia cBeT poHapst BHU3.

Ha MrHoBeHue eii oka3auoch, 4YTo BOAA OTpakaeT He KOJIOJEI, a OrPOMHOE 3BE3IHOE HEOO.

3arem oTpaskeHUe U3MEHUJIOCh.

Bepa yBunena coOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO.

Mornonoe, 6rietHOe, ¢ TEMHBIMU KPYTamMH IO TJIa3aMHU.

Ho otpaxenue yap10anocs.

Bepa ne ynbi6anacs.

OHa OTIIaTHY/IACh.

— 3akpoiite, — pe3KO cKazaja OHa.

Kasn HemenieHHO oIyCTWiI KpbILIKY. MeTajul yaapuicss O KaMeHb, U CTPAHHOE OIIyILEHHe
UCYEe3Jo.

JleBoUKa cTOsJIa HETTOABUKHO.

— OH y3Han Te0s1, — mpolienTaia oHa.

Bepa noBepHynach k Hell.

— Kr10?

— ToT, KTO JXMBET B UMEHAX.

— 4 nymasia, OH YCJIBILINT, €CJIM MBI IIPOU3HECEM TBOE UMH.

— D10 TOXE MpaB/a.

— A d4ro emi€ npasja’?

JleBouka NoCcMOTpesa Ha 3aKPhITIA KOJIOJEL.

— OH 3Haer, 4To Thl UIIEIIb €T0.

Bepa MenieHHO BbIIOXHYJIA.

— IIpekpacHo. 3HauuT, TENeps HAC IBOE.

— Her, — ckazana geBouka.

— Yt0 3HaUUT — HET?

— OH uckas Teds ropasJio JOJbIIe.

Bepa xotena 3amaTh e oquH Bonpoc, HO Kasim Bapyr cxBaTui e€ 3a pyky.

— HaMm HyXHO yXOOuTb.

— Tlouemy?

OH He OTBETUII.

BwmecTo 3Toro nocMorpes Ha 10pory, 1o KOTOpoil OHU MPULILIH.

B KOHIIe yuIIBI CTOSUT YEJIOBEK.

Bricokwmii, Xyno#, B JUIMHHOM CepoM MajibTo. Ero juio Ob110 CKPHITO KAMIOIIOHOM, & PYKH —
nepuarkamu. OH He IBUTAJICS, HE TBITAJICS MPUOIU3UTHCS, MPOCTO HAOMIOAAIT 32 HUMH.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasA, Kak MO CIMHE MPOOEkKaT XOIO.

— 9710 KT0?

Kasn ornyctit e€ pyKy ¥ IIarHys1 BIepen.

— Ilokaxwure JULO.

Hesznakomel HakJIOHWIT TOJIOBY.

— Kasn Beiip, — npousHéc oH.

['onoc 66T HErPOMKHM, TIOUTH JTACKOBBIM.

— Tel HakOHEL BEpHYJICA.

— 41 He 3Ha10 Bac.

— Pazymeercs. Thl Bellb HE IOMHUIIB Jake TOTO, KOMY 00€Ian BEpHYThCS.

Bepa nocrana HOX.

— Emeé ogun mo6uTtens 3aragok. CerogHs y Hac mpsiMo Mpa3aHuK.
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Hesznakomeli noBepHyJIcs K HEW.

— Bepa Dcrenb.

OmHa 3amepia.

— OrTKyna Bbl 3HaeTe MOE UMsi?

— 41 3Ha1 ero 0 TOro, Kak Thl POIMJIAC.

— Torma Bam IOMKHO OBITH M3BECTHO, UTO 51 HE JIIOOMIO HE3HAKOMIIEB, KOTOPbhIE 3HAIOT 000
MHe OOJIbIIIE, YEM A cama.

— DTO pa3yMHO.

OH CHsUJT KamIoIIOH.

JInio okazajoch COBEpIIEHHO OOBIMHBIM. MyKUMHA JIeT MSTUACCATH, C OJeTHON KOXew,
CebIMM BOJIOCAMM U YCTaJIbIMU [Ia3amMu. Hu 4EpHBIX NPOBaJIOB BMECTO 3pavyKOB, HU IIPaMOB, HU
CJIEIOB Maruu.

Ho Bepa cpa3y 3ameruina apyroe.

OHna He MorJ1a 3alIOMHUTB €0 JIULIO.

Crounso oTBeCTH B3IUIsAl, KaK YepThl PacIuIbIBAINCh B aMATH. OHa CHOBA CMOTpEJa Ha MyX-
YHHY, TIBITASICh OMPENeUTh IIBET ero a3, opMy HOCa, JTUHUIO IOAO0POAKA, HO BCE UCUE3AII0, HE
YCIIEB 3aKPENUTHCSI.

— Kro BBI? — cnipocuiia oHa.

— ApxuBapuyc.

Kasn nanpsres.

— APpXUB XpaHUTEJIEN 3aKPBIT.

— JI1a Tex, KTO IOMHUT JI0pOTYy.

— A 114 Tex, KTo e€ 3a0bu1?

My>X4rHa yJIBIOHYJICS.

— JI)11 HUX OH OTKPBIT BCerja.

OH nocMOTpe1 Ha JIEBOUKY.

W BniepBble 3a BCE BpeMsl Ha €ro JIMIE NOSBUJIOCh HACTOSIIEE BhIpaKEHUE — HE YIUBIICHUE,
HE pajoCTh, a TIIyOOKasi mevalb.

— ThI BeIpOCTIA.

HeBouka caenaja 1mar Ha3ag,.

— Her.

— 41 momHI0, Kako! Tl ObLIA.

— He rosopure Tak.

— Mauienbkas njeBouka B Oesiom ruiatbe. CepeOpsiHble BOJIOCH, YEpHBIE IM1a3a. Tpu KpacHbIX
y3J1a Ha 3aMsCThbe.

OH npoun3HEC Kak10€ CJIOBO C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO, CJIOBHO OOSIJICS TPUIUHUTD € OOJIb.

— Tol cuzena y OKHa 1 kjaja, Korjaa OpaT BEpHETCS IOMOM.

JleBouKa 3aKkpsplia yIIM JIaJOHSIMU.

— 3amomuure!

ApxuBapHuyc 3amMoI4a.

Ho 6bu10 no3aHo.

KpacHble y37b1 Ha €€ 3arsicTbe Hauyalu KPOBOTOUUTD.

Kasn 6pocuiicst K Hell, OfIHAKO JIeBOYKA OTIIATHYJIACh.

— He tporait mens!

OH ocTaHOBUIICA.

— 41 e npuumHIO TeOe Bpena.

— Tbl yxe npuurHui!

Eé ronoc coppascs.

— To1 obeman!
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Kasn cTosin HenmoaBukKHO, He MBITAsICh ONPABIATHCS.

Bepa BriepBbie yBHIENa, KAK OH BBINJISIUT, KOTJa HE MOKET MTPEJIOKUTh HU 3aIIUTHI, HA 00b-
SICHEHUs1, HU JIaXe TOMBITKU UCITPABUTb CUTYAIIUIO.

[Tpocto yenoBek, KOTOPbI He TIOMHUT COOCTBEHHOTO OOCIIaHusI.

JleBouka oImycTujiach Ha KOJIEHHU.

Bepa TyT ke okazanach psaoM, OOHsIa e€ 3a IJIeYd U Mpuxkaia K cede. Ta gpoxkana, yTKHYB-
IIUCh JILIOM B €€ TMaJbTO.

— Bcé xopomio, — Tuxo ckaszana Bepa.

— Her.

— 41 3Har0.

— OH 320bLT MEHS.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

OH He OTBE 1J1a3.

— Jla, — orBetmina Bepa. — Ho 310 em€ He 3HauuT, YTO Mbl HE CMOKEM y3HaTh MPABLY.

ApXUBapHryc TEpIEIUBO K, TTOKa JIEBOYKA YCIIOKOUTCS.

Korya ona HakoHeIl NO/IHsIA TOJIOBY, OH MPOTSIHYJI €1 pYKY.

— Tloiném. TBoit 10M BCE emg CyIecTByerT.

—I'me?

MyxurHa yKa3aa Ha KOJIOAEL.

— Ilo Ty cropony BOIBI.

Bepa MenyieHHO noaHsAIach.

— BbI XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO ApXMB HAXOAUTCS HA JHE?

— Her. Kononen — numibs BXOI.

— A BoIixo#?

ApXxuBapHuyc OCMOTpE Ha HEE.

— 3aBHCHUT OT TOTO, YTO BHI 3a0yeTe MO JOpOre.

Bepa ycmexHyitach.

— A BBI BCerja Tak pasropapuaere?

— Tonbko ¢ TemMH, KTO 3a4aET MPaBUIbHBIE BOITPOCHI.

— Torna s 3aapam emi€ onquH. YTO CITyduTCsi, €CM Mbl He BOIIEM?

ApXxuBapryc Ha MTHOBEHHE 3a/lyMaJiCsl.

— Hwuuero ocob6enHoro. Bl BepHETECh JOMOM, TPUTOTOBUTE YXKUH, JISKETE CHaTh. 3aBTpa
MPOCHETECHh U 3a0y/ieTe, YTO KOTIa-TO BCTPEUAIU 3Ty JEBOYKY.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, Kak BHYTPHU BCE CKAJIOCH.

— A notom?

— IMorom BBI 320yzIeTe, YTO y Bac ObITa MaTh.

OHa nepecraja JbIIarh.

ApXuBapryc MPOAOCJIKIII TEM K€ CIIOKOWHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Kasn 3a6yzeT, uro korga-moo oot Bac. [leBouka 3a0yieT, 4To XOTeNa KUTh. A OTHAK/IbI
BbI 00a IMPOCHETECh U HE CMOKETE BCTIOMHHUTb, 3a4eM OCTIUCh BMECTE.

Kasn marnyn k Hemy.

— Eciu BbI TpOHETE €€ NMaMSTh. . .

— 1 Huyero He Tporato, — nepeduT apxuBapuyc. — 1 JTUIb MOKa3bIBAI0 BaM, YTO yXke Mpo-
HCXOMMT.

OH nocMmotpen Ha Bepy.

— Tr1 MOxers yiTH. D10 TBOM BHIOOP. HO ecii Xxouers COXpaHUuTh TO, UTO JIFOOUIIb, TPUAETCS
y3HAaTh, IOYEMYy MUP Havasl 3a0bIBaTh MEPTBBIX.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha Kosofell.

Ha Kasna.
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Ha neBouky, KoTOopasi He IOMHIJIA COOCTBEHHOTO MIMEHHU.
Ona BcoMHWIA JIMLIO MaTepu Ha potorpadum — WM, TOYHEE, IyCTOTY, KOTOpasi OCTalach

Ha €ro MecCTe.

Teneps Bepa noHnmasa, 4yTo TepseT He IPOCTO BOCIIOMUHAHUS.
OHa Tepsiyia BO3MOKHOCTB JIOKa3aTh caMol cebe, UTo e€ KU3Hb JISHCTBUTETLHO MPUHAJISKAIA

— Kak Ham monacts BHYTph? — CITPOCHJIA OHA.

ApxuBapuyc ynblOHYIICS.

— OueHb npocTo.

OH moaoNIEN K KOJIOAIY U TIONOKII JIAJIOHD HA KEJIe3HYIO KPHIIIKY.

— Hazsosure T0, 4T0 O0UTECH 3a0BITh.

Kasn nocmotpen Ha Bepy.

OHa B3s171a €ro 3a pyky.

— $I 6orock 3a0BITH CBOIO MaTh, — CKa3aja Bepa.

BHyTpu KOJIOIIa YTO-TO IIYXO yAApUJIO.

— $1 6o10ch 3a0BITh, KeM OBLT IO TOTO, KaK CTaJ majadyom, — rpousHeéc Kas.
Bona nmoa KpeIKo# 3alieBenniach.

JleBoUKa MOAHSIIACH C KOJIEH.

OHa 07110 MoJI4aia, IJsiis Ha CBOU 3arlsICThsI.

— 4] 6o10Ch 3a0BITH, YTO KOIJA-TO ObLIA KHBA.

Konopnen conpornysics.

JKee3Hast KpbIlliKa MeJICHHO CABUHYJIACH camMa COOOM.

BHuzy, BMecTo 4€pHOU BOIBI, OTKPHLIACH JIECTHHIIA, YXOAAIIas B OecKOHeuHyIo ryouny. Ha

Ka’K/I0W CTYIIEHU ropeJjia MajieHbKasi cBeua. VX cBeT oTpaxka’ics B CTeHaX, HOKPBITHIX ThICSYaMU UMEH.

Hexkotopple OblT BhIpe3aHbl B KaMHe.

Jlpyrue HanMcaHbl KPOBBIO.

A HEKOTOpbIe McYe3aIu MPSIMO Ha IJla3ax.

ApXuBapuyc OTCTYIIUJI B CTOPOHY.

— J1oOpo noxayioBaTh B apXMB XpaHUTEEH.

Bepa nocmorpena BHUS.

— W 4rto Tenepnb?

My>x4rHa BIIEpBbIE 32 BECh JCHb YJIBIOHYJICS TIO-HACTOSIIEMY.
— Teneps, Bepa Dcrenp, BaMm MpeJCTOUT HANTH UMS1, KOTOPOE HEJb351 IPOU3HOCUTD.
JleBouka Kperye cxaja e€ pyky.

A T71e-T0 ITyOOKO TOfI 3eMJIEH pa3/iajics 3BOH KOJIOKOJA.
OnuH ynap.

Bropoii.

Tperuii.

N nocne tperbero Kasn Bapyr nosepHyJics K Bepe.

OH cMOTpes1 Ha He€ ¢ UICKPEHHUM 3aMellaTeIbCTBOM.

— IIpocrure, — ckazan oH. — Mpbl 3HaKOMBI?

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak ero majblibl OcIadiy B e€ pyke.
Omna 3HaJjia 3TOT B3I,

OH He urpai.

OH /1efiCTBUTEIHHO HE TIOMHUJL.

U BniepBbie ¢ MomeHTa ux BeTpeun Kasn Belip cMoTpesn Ha He€ Kak Ha HE3HAKOMKY.
I'naBa 3

ITpoctute, Mbl 3HAKOMBI?
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Bepa He cpa3y noHsiia, yto umMeHHo ycibimaa. Cnosa Kasna mpo3Bydanyu coBepiieHHO OObIK-
HOBEHHO — 0e3 HaCMeIlKH, 6e3 MPUTBOPHOTO YAUBJICHHUS, O3 TOW XOJIOJHOMN BEeKJIMBOCTH, 32 KOTO-
PO OH NOpoM IpsATal pasapaxeHre. OH cMOTpes Ha He€ Tak, Kak CMOTPSAT Ha HE3HAKOMLIA, CITyYaiiHO
OKa3aBIIIErocsi psiOM B TECHOM KOPHUJIOPE.

B ero masax He ObUIO HU y3HABaHMS, HU CTpaxa.

TosbKO HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Kasn, — npousnecna Bepa.

OH clierka HaxXMypHIICS.

— BbI 3HaeTe Mo€ ums?

Ona eniBa He paccMesuiach. CMex MOHSJICA K TOPIy caM COOOM — pe3KUi, HelpPaBIIbHBIN,
nouty 6one3HeHHbId. Eé MraooBenue Hazaa oHa 0os11ach OTepsATh ero. Tenephb OH CTOsUT epejt Heit
Y caM He 3HaJ, KOro MOTepsil.

— 3Hai0, — oTBeTmIa oHa. — U, K coXasieHuIo, JOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIIO.

Kasn mammHaneHO MOTSHYJICA K TOSACY, TA€ paHblle Hocuil Med. Tam Hudero He Obuio. Ero
MAJTBLBI 3aMEPIIM Ha MYCTOM TKaHHU, CJIOBHO TEJIO TIOMHMJIO TIPUBBIUKY, KOTOPYIO pa3yM OoJbllie He
MOT OOBSICHUTb.

— I'me Mb1? — cripocuJ OH.

— Ilox 3emuiéin, — orBetmiia Bepa. — B Mecte, koToporo HetT Ha Kapte. Mbl pUIUIM Clofa
BMecTe. Thl caM coriacuics.

— Tlouemy?

— Tlotomy uTO McuesaioT uMeHa. [Toromy 4TO 3TAa JEBOYKA yTBEPXKIAET, UTO THI e€ Opart.
[Toromy 4TO KTO-TO CTUpAET Jitofiel U3 NamsTu kXuBbIX. I motomy 4To. ..

Ona 3amoiyana.

[otomy uTO 5 OO0 TEOSI.

[Nocnenaue cnoBa OKa3avCh 3amepThl Iie-To IyOoKo BHYTpH. Bepa Bapyr ucmyranack, 4To,
MIPOM3HECS UX, OTepsieT He TonbKo Kasna, HO U caMo 4yBCTBO — OYATO OHO TOXKE IMPHHAJIEKAIO
STOMY CTPaHHOMY apXHBY U MOIJIO OBITh BHIYEPKHYTO BMECTE C UMEHEM.

— IMoTtomy uTo s morpocuia Tedst MOUTH CO MHOW, — 3aKOHYMJIA OHA.

Kasn nocmotpesnn Ha He€ BHUMAaTe IbHEe.

— W s cornacucs?

— Ja.

— 3HauwuT, y Bac ObUTH BeCKHe TPUIMHBI MHE TOBEPSTh.

Bepa onycruna riasa.

— bbuu.

OH ycnbiman nepemeny B e€ rojoce. OHa 3aMeTH/Ia 3TO TI0 TOMY, KaK OH UyTb MOJAJICS BIle-
pén, OyATO XOTEeN CIpOCUTH elié YTo-To. HO 3aTeM ero B3misi CKOJIL3HYI K JIECTHUIIE, YXOAUBIIEH B
[IyOMHY KOJIO/IIA, ¥ BOIIPOC TaK M OCTAJICS HEBBICKA3aHHBIM.

JleBouka crosiia HerojaiéKy, MpuKuMasi pykd K rpyau. benoe miarbe Ka3aaoch CIMIIKOM
YHCTBIM /7151 3TOro Mecta. Ha e€ 3ansicTbe TeMHeIH TPpY KPaCHBIX y3esKa.

— OH MeHs Toxke 3a0bUT? — CIpOCHIIa OHA.

Kasn noBepHyscs K Heil.

— Boiock, 51 BOOOIIIe He MOHUMAIO, YTO TIPOUCXO/IMT.

— Th1 oberian BepHyThCS.

— MHe xaJb.

— Tsl Bceraa Tak rOBOpUIIIb, KOTJa HE TOMHUIIL OOCTIaHu.

B 3THX cnoBax ObUIO CTOJNIBKO CTapoM, BHICTpaJaHHOW 0OMIbI, uTo Bepa modyBcTBOBasia e
nouty ¢pusnuecku. JIeBouka He ruakana. Kaxercs, oHa JaBHO mepecTasa pacCUUTHIBAThH Ha CIE3BI.

Kasn oreén B3I,

23



. Yoruu. «Mms nocnenueit nouepu»

— 41 He Mory U3BUHSATHCS 32 TO, YerO He MOMHIO, — Mpou3HEC oH. — Ho Mory BeICTyIIaTh
TeOs1. Eci ThI pacckakellb, 9To s caenal.

— A eciu 51 pacCKaxy, Thl CHOBA 3a0y/ellIb.

— Torna pacckaxenib emge pas.

JleBouka MeIeHHO MOKavasa roJOBOM.

— To1 He moHMMaenb. Kakpiil pa3, korjaa Tel 3a0bIBaelllb, YTO-TO UCUE3aeT HABCET/IA.

— He Bcé, — Bmemanach Bepa.

Omna cama He 3HaJsa, MOYeMy CKazajia 3T0. BO3MOXKHO, TPOCTO HE MOTJIa BBIHECTH BBIPAXKEHUS
JMIa JeBOYKU. BO3MOXKHO, XOTea MOBEpUTh B COOCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA.

— Ecnu 6b1 ucue3ano Bc€, Mbl Obl yke He CTOSUIU 3]IeCh, — MPOAOJIKMIA OHA. — Kaam 3a0bu1
MeHsl, HO 51 IOMHIO ero. Thl IOMHUIIIL CBOIO MaTh. MBI €I11€ MOXEM YTO-TO C/IeJIaTh.

— IMoka mMoxerb, — THXO OTBETUJIA JEBOYKA.

CnoBa ynapwiu Touee, yeM Bepa oxunana.

Omna oTBepHYJIach M MOCMOTpesia Ha ApxuBapuyca. TOT CTOSUT y CTEHBI, CIOXKUB PYKH 3a CITH-
Ho#. Ero cepoe mayibTo He OTOpachiBajIo TEHH, a JIMIIO BBINISAEIO Tak, OyATO ero coOpaiu U3 4eprT,
KOTOpbIE HEBO3MOKHO OMHUCATH MO OTAETBHOCTH.

— Bl 352111, 4TO 3TO CiyunTesa? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

— 1 mpenynpexaai, 4To apxuB 3a0MpaeT MamsTh.

— Bul ipegynipexiaig, YTo Mbl MOKeM 3a0bITh €€, MO0 MaTh Y MIPUYUHBI, TI0 KOTOPBIM TTPH-
1w ciona. Ho He roBopuity, 4to oH 3a0yaeT MeHs IpsIMO Y BXOfa.

— $1 He TOBOPWII, UTO TO MPOUBOHAET MOCTETICHHO.

— Ouenb ynoOHO.

Apxusapuyc He obuznencs. [To kpaiineii Mmepe, Bepa He cMoryIa 3aMeTUTh Ha €ro JIMIe HUYEro
MOXOEero Ha OOUIy.

— Kosokon He 3BOHUT 6e3 MpUUYnHbI, — MPOU3HEC OH. — Tpu yaapa 03HavyaloT, YTO apXUB
TMOJTYY/JT MPABO MOTpeOoBaTh UMs. UbE MMEHHO — 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, KTO MEPBBIM OTKJIMKHYJICS.

— OH He OTKJIMKaJICs, — pe3Ko ckaszajia Bepa. — OH npocTo yciblial 3ByK.

— Jln1g apxuBa 3TO OJHO U TO Ke€.

Kasn nepesén B3misag ¢ Apxuapuyca Ha Bepy.

— Kakoe nmst oH norpedoBa?

— Mo¢€, — oTBeTHIa OHA.

— Her, — BO3pa3wiia aeBoyka.

Onu 06e mocMoTpesu Ha He€.

— Konokon He 3Ban Bepy. OH 3Bas 1e0s1, Opart.

Kasn nobnennern.

Bepa 3ameruiia 310 cpagzy. [Ipu Bceil cBoeil pacTepsiIHHOCTH OH HE MOI' CKPbITh peakiluu Ha
CJIOBO «Opat». YTO-TO BHYTPH HETO OTKJIMKHYJIOCh — He TaMsTh, HO e€ O0JIe3HEHHBIH ClieI.

— Tloyemy? — cripocuJ OH.

— IoTtoMy UTO THI ykKe OHAXKABI OTAAT CBOE UMSI.

ApxuBapuyc BriepBble nomeBenuwicsa. OH MeIJICHHO MTOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY K JIEBOUKE.

— He roBopu 006 3TOM 371€CH.

— [louemy? Bowumibest, 4TO OH BCHOMHUT?

— 41 6010Ch, YTO BCIIOMHUT HE TO.

JleBouKa ckaJia 3amsCThe TaK CHIIBHO, UTO KPACHBIE Y3EJIKH BIWJIUCH B KOKY.

— B Bce roBopuTe Tak, OyaTo MpaBaa MPUHAJICKUT BaM. MaTh TOBOPHJIA, YTO HEJIb3s MPO-
M3HOCHUTH UMs1. OTell TOBOPUJI, YTO HEKOTOPBIE UMEHa oracHee cMepTH. A oH... — OHa mocMoTpera
Ha Kasna. — OH gake He IIOMHUT, UTO COEJIAJI CO MHOM.

— Kro tBOI#1 OTen? — cnpocuia Bepa.

JleBouKa OTKpbUIa pOT, HO HE MPOU3HECa HHA 3BYKA.
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E€ ryOp1 6€33ByYHO CIIOKHIIFCH B OJHO KOPOTKOE CJIOBO. 3aTeM OHa PE3KO 3aKpblla POT U OTCTY-
1J1a, CJIOBHO CaMa MCIyrajaach CKa3aHHOIO.

Ha crene 3a e€ criuHOM MCU€3/10 HECKOJILKO UMEH.

OHU He cTepuCh MOCTENeHHO. ByKBbI TPOCTO MPOBAIUIIUCH B KAMEHb, OCTABUB Ha TTOBEPXHO-
CTH TOHKHE YE€pHBIE O0p03/1bl. VI3 IITyOUMHBI CTEHBI TOHECCS CyXOM IIOPOX, TIOXOKHUI Ha IIesiecT CTpa-
HHUII.

ApXuBapuyc BbIpYTraJcs.

— 4 xe npegynpexaal.

— Thl npegynpeskaan 0 MHOTOM, — OTPBI3HYJIach JeBOoYKa. — Ho HUKOr/Ia He roBOpUJI, Kak
CIIACTHUCh.

— [loromy uTO criaceHue 371eChb BCeryia MMeeT LIEHY.

— A TbI 3HaelIb TOJIKO 1IEHbI !

[Tocnennee c10BO 0TO3BAIOCH 9XOM B IJTMHHOM KOPHUJIOPE.

['ne-To BHM3Y XJIOMHYJIA ABEPD.

Bepa obepuynace. Ha nectHuiie, Bemyieid u3 KoJoana, He ObUTo HUKOTO. M BCE ke OHa yCIIbl-
I1aJ1a [1aru — MeJJIeHHbIS, TSKENbIe, MPUOTMKAIoecs: CHU3Yy. KTo-To mojiHUMaICs: K HUM IO CTY-
MEHSAM, KOTOPBIX HE CYILIECTBOBAJIO €I1I€ MUHYTY Ha3ajl.

Kasn toxe ycnpimarn.

OH Bctan Mex 1y Bepoil u iecTHHIIEH, XOTs He 3HaJI, KTO OHA TaKasi ¥ roveMy e€ HyKHO 3ally-
11aTh.

ITOT XKECT OKA3AJICs CTpaIlHee ero 3a0BeHHUsI.

Teno nomHMIIO.

Pyku momamnm, Kyna Berars. [neun moMHIIIN, Kak 3aKpbITh COOOH uy)oe Teso. Jlake masbiibl
MPaBOW PyKH UyTh COTHYJIUCh, TOTOBSICh CKATh PYKOSITh OPYKUSI.

— Oroiinute 3a MeHs1, — cKasaJl oH Bepe.

Ona nocMoTpesa Ha ero CIuHy.

— ThI BE€Ib MEHS HE 3HACIIID.

— 9T0 He MelIaeT MHE NIPEANosaraTb, YTo BaM yIPOKaeT OMaCHOCTb.

— A ecnu s onacHa?

Kasn 4yTh noBepHyJ1 royiony.

— Toraa mocrapaioch OMMOUTHCS B Ballly MOJb3Y.

Bepa 3amepna.

Koraa-To oH cka3an eil mouTH TO ke caMoe — B IPyrOM MecTe, IPH APYTUX OOCTOSITENIbCTBAX.
Ona He MorIa BCIIOMHUTb TOYHBIX CJIOB, HO IOMHWIA MHTOHalMIO. [loMHMIa, Kak OH cMOTpes Ha
He€, OyaTO BIiepBble IO3BOJIII ceOe He 3HATh OTBETA.

Omna xotena KOCHYThCS €ro ILIeva.

He crana.

IToka oH He MOMHUJI €€, MPUKOCHOBEHME MOIJIO OKa3aThCsl HE YTEILIEHUEM, a BTOPKEHUEM.

[aru npekpaTtuince.

Ha HukHel cTyneHr CTOsT MaJTbUUK B TEMHOU ofiekae. OH ObUT XyIbIM, OJISTHBIM U JepiKal
B PYyKe JIEPEBSHHYIO JIOIMIAIKY C OOMYMUBILEHCS KPaCHOH Kpackoil. Ero Boockl mpuimIuig Ko Jidy, a
O0ChIe CTYITHU OCTaBJISTA HA KaMHE MOKpBIE CJIeIbL.

Bepa y3Hana ero cpa3zy.

Mautpuuk, kotoporo Kasn korma-To otman BMecTe co cBoed cMmepThio. Mim TOT, KeM crania
CMEPTH MocIie Toro, kak Kasn orkazancs ot He€. Bepa Tak 1 He MOHsUIA 10 KOHIA, YTO KIMEHHO OHA
BUJIEJIa B IIPOILLIbII pas.

Ho tenepps Masibuuk BBITJISIIET MHAYE.
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Ha ero nurie He ObUTO TIpeXkHEN neTckou nevann. OH CMOTpeIT Ha HUX C YCTAJIOCTBIO CYINECTBa,
KOTOPO€ CJIMIIKOM JOJITO KJaJI0, ITOKa B3POCIIblE HAKOHEL IEPECTaHyT MPUTBOPATHLCS, UTO BCE €I1IE
MOTYT UCIIPABUTb.

— To1 onsATh 320BUT, — cKazas oH Kasy.

Kasn ne oreeru.

Manbuuk nepeBen B3I Ha Bepy.

— A TBI OIAATH NIPUIILIA 32 TEM, UTO TeOe He MPUHAJICKUT.

— Ecnu Th1 coOupaenibcst ToBOPUTH 3arajikaMu, Y Hac yke eCThb CIelualIicT, — ckasasa Bepa,
KMBHYB Ha ApxuBapuyca. — B ouepean MOXellb He CTOATb.

Manbuuk He yabIOHYJICA.

— Tol gymaers, s nryuy?

— Her. 4 Haneioch, 4To THI XOTS OBl CITIOCOOEH TOBOPUTD TIPSIMO.

OH nocMoTpet Ha AEPEBSHHYIO JIOIIAIKY 1 TIPOBEN NMAJbLEM M0 €€ MIaJKON CIIMHE.

— 4 mory roBoputb 1psAMO. TOJIBKO Bbl BCE PABHO HE YCIIBILLIUTE.

— TompoOyii.

Manpuuk nogHs rna3a Ha Kasna.

— Thl oTHAN MHE CBOIO CMEpTh, YTOOBI OHAa MOIJIA KUTh. [IoTOM OTHAT el YacTh TOro, YTO
OCTaJIOCh OT TeOs1. A Terepb apXuB 3a0UpaeT y Teds1 camoe MpocToe: MaMsTh 0 Het. [Totomy 4To nms,
KOTOPOE ThI OTAAJ, He ObLJIO TBOHM.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasA, Kak MO CIMHE MPOOEkKaT XOTIO.

— Uné oHO ObLIO?

Manpurk MOCMOTPEJT Ha AEBOYKY.

Ta orcrynuia eme Ha miar.

— He cnpammBaii, — npoiiienTasia oHa.

— Tlouemy?

— IToTOMy YTO OH YCIJIBIIINT.

CroBHO B OTBET Ha e€ cJIoBa, KoJozell conporayscs. [1o creHam nobGexaiy TOHKUE TPEIIMHbI,
Y U3 HUX MOCHINANACh MbUIb. [ 1e-TO AaieKo 3a3BeHe KOJIOKOJI — OJUH pa3, MPOTSKHO U HU3KO.

ApXUBapuycC MOAHSIT PYKY, TPeOys TUIIIUHBI.

— Hawm HyxHO yxonuTs ¢ nectHulpl. Ceitvac xe.

— Kyna? — cnipocuin Kasi.

— B uuranbubiii 3a51. Tam nMeHa enié 3aiuIieHsl.

— A eciu OH nocyeayer 3a Hamu? — cripocuiia Bepa, ykasbiBasi Ha Majib4yMKa.

— OH yxe 371ech, — oTBeTH]1 ApxuBapuyc. — U Bcerma ObuT 311€Ch.

Manbuuk He nBUHYICS ¢ MecTa. OH cMoTpen Ha Bepy Tak, OyATo XOTes 4To-TO CKa3aTb, HO He
MOT pellnTb, 3aCIyKIIa JIX OHA MPABLY.

— TbI Bejb MOMHUIIIb MEHS? — CITPOCKJT OH HaKOHEL.

— Jla.

— Torga orBets Ha oauH Borpoc. Koraa Tel B mociaeaHuil pa3 BCIIOMUHAJIA CBOIO Math, Thl
MOMHUJIA €€ JINLO?

Bepa noxonoxena.

Ona xoTena OTBETUTh Cpa3y. XOTesa CKa3aTb, YTO [1a, KOHEUYHO, IOMHUT, 4TO JIMIIO MaTepu
ObLIIO OJHUM M3 HEMHOTHX BOCIIOMHHAHUM, KOTOPbIE OCTABAJIMCH C HEH JaXe B CaMble TSKENbIC THH.
Ho BmecTo sTOoro nepes riazamu BO3HUKJIU PYKU — TOHKHE MaJblibl, CJIE/Ibl TPABSHOW HACTOMKHU Ha
KO’Ke, TEIUIbIE JIaJ0HU, KOTOPHIMU MaTh MOIPABJIsIa €l BOJIOCHI.

JIno He MosSIBUIIOCH.

Bepa nombITanack mpeactaBuTh I1a3a, HOC, JIMHUIO I'y0. UeM HacToiuMBee OHa CTapaiach, TeM
ObicTpee 0Opa3 pacnajgaics, CJIOBHO €ro pUCOBAJIM Ha BOZIE.

— Her, — npomenrana oHa.
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ManpuuK KUBHYJL.

— 3Ha4uT, OH YK€ Haval.

— Kr10?

Ho manbuuk yxe cMoTpen He Ha He€, a Ha Kasna.

— To1 320b11 €€ HEe MOTOMY, UTO OHa TeOe dyxkast. Tl 3a0bLI, TOTOMY YTO OTHAX/IbI Ha3BAJ €€
CBOUM MOCJIETHUM BOCIIOMUHAHUEM. APXUB IIPULIENT 32 HUM.

Kasn marnyn k Hemy.

— Yrt0 3710 3HAUUT?

Manb4uK BriepBble YIBIOHYIJICS — TMEYaIbHO U TIOYTH TIO-B3POCIIOMY.

— DTO 3HAYHUT, YTO ThI JOJKEH BCIIOMHHTB, KOTO JIIOOWUJ 10 TOr0, KaK Hay4YWJICs yMHpPaTh 3a
IPYTHX.

OH pazxkaJ JaJloHb U MPOTSIHYJI IEPEBSHHYIO JIOMIAAKY JI€BOUKE.

Ona He B3sJ1a €€.

— Her, — ckazaya ona. — 41 Gosblne He Oyy XpaHHUTh TO, YTO OH HE CMOT' COXPAHHTh CaM.

— Torna otaaii e€ Tomy, KTO elI€ MOMHHUT.

Manbuuk noBepHyJics K Bepe.

Ona Me/IJIeHHO MPOTSHYJIa PYKY.

JlepeBsiHHAs JIOIMAIKa OKa3aaach HeoXuAaHHO TEoN. [Tox GonbiM nansiiem Bepa mouys-
CTBOBaJIa KPOIIIEYHYIO BHIEMKY Ha OOKY UTpYLIKHM — OYATO KTO-TO MHOTO JIET Ha3aJ BbIpe3asl TaM
OYyKBY, a 3aTeM CTapaTeIbHO CTEP €€ HOKOM.

B TOT %€ MUT apxuB HCYE3.

He Becb — TONBKO Ha 0iHO MrHoBeHMe. KaMeHHbIE CTeHBl PacTBOPUJIMCH, JIECTHUIA CTasla
OesIbIM KOpUI0pOoM, a BMecTo ApxuBapuyca repen Bepoil Bo3HUKIa JKeHIIMHA B TEMHOM Iuiathe. Eé
cepeOpucThIe BOJIOCH ObUIM COOpaHbI Ha 3aTHUIKE, A HA 3aISICThe KPAaCOBAIMCh TPU KPACHBIX y3€JKa.

JKeHmuHa nepikana 3a pyKy MaJeHbKOIO MaJIbUMKa.

Kas.

OH ObUT COBCEM I0HBIM — €IIIE He MaJIavuoM, eIle He YeIOBEKOM, UbE UMSI IIPOU3HOCHIIH IIIETO-
toMm. Ha ero e He ObII0 MPUBBIYHON CypoBOCTH. OH CMOTpEN Ha JKEHIIMHY C I0BEpUEM, KOTOpOe
Bepa Hukorga npeskze y Hero He BUjena.

— Ecnu omHax 161 THI MeHs1 3a0y/Ie1lTb, — CKa3aJia )KeHIIMHA, — He WIIA MEHs CpeId MEPTBBIX.

— Tlouemy?

— [loromy uTO 51 HE yMpY TaK, KaK YMHUPAIOT OCTaJIbHBIE.

Manpuuk HaXMypHIICS.

— Torma kak?

JKeHImyHa HaKJIOHWIACh K HEMY M KOCHYJIAach JIOOM ero Jioa.

— MeHs caenaiot Tak, OyATo MeHsI HUKOTJa He ObLIo.

Manenbkuii Kasn cxan e€ pyky.

— 41 He no3BOIO.

— TbI HE CMOKelIb MEH$1 CIaCTU, MUJIBIH.

— Cwory.

— Torga mooOelai MHe KOe-4TO.

— Bcé€, uro yroaHo.

JKeHiMHa 3aKphlia 11asa.

— Korna npunér Bpemsi, He Ha3bIBail MeHsI 110 UMeHu. [laxe eci BcnomHuUIb. OCOOEHHO eciin
BCIIOMHMILIb.

Bepa yBuzena, Kak MaJIbUYMK KUBHYIL

A 3aTeM KapTHHKa pacKoJjojach.

Ona cHOBa cTOsIJ1a B apXUBe, CKMMasi IEpPEeBAHHYIO Jomaaky. E€ nagons oHemena, ApIxaHue
COMJIOCH, a MO IIIeKe CKATUIACh cJie3a, KOTOPOi OHa He 3aMeTHJIa.
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Kasn cmorpesn Ha He€.

B ero mazax nmo-npexxHeMy He OblIo y3HaBaHMsI. Ho Ternephb B HUX MOSIBUJIACh TPEBOTA.

— Yro BHI yBUIEM?

Bepa otkpsuia por.

Omna Morna pacckasarh emy o Maibunke. O sxermmHe. O TOM, Kak OH 00elas criacTu e, XOTs
eIlE He 3HaJl, YTO TaKoe cMepTh. Moria pacckas3aTb, YTO, BO3MOKHO, BCSI €r0 KM3Hb Hayasuach C
o0elanus, KOTOpoe OH He UMeJ TpaBa J1aBath.

Ho B ronoBe nmpo3Byyas roioc KeHIUHBI:

He nasbiBaii MeHs IO UMEHMU.

— He 3na10, — orBeTniia Bepa.

Jloxsb nanack et Tskeno. He motomy, uto oHa 6ostiack Kasna, a moromy, 4to BriepBbIe MOHSIA:
MHOT/IA TTPaBJa MOXKET OKa3aThCsl elE OJHUM CIIOCOOOM OTHSITh y YeJIOBeKa CBOOOMY.

ApxuBapuyc ykaszaa Ha OOKOBOM MTPOXO].

— bBrictpee. Tloka Ko0KO HE yaapuil CHOBA.

OnHu 1BUHYMMCH 32 HUM. [IeBOYKa IuUta MoCielHel, He OTphiBas B3MIsAAA OT JAEPEeBSHHOM
nomaaku. Kasn nepxancs psaaom ¢ Bepoil, HO Mex/y HUMU OCTaBaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO LIaroB — pac-
CTOSIHUE, KOTOPOE OH, BEPOSITHO, CUMTAJ Pa3yMHBIM.

B koH11e Kopuaopa oOHapyx)uIach qeepb 6e3 pyuku. Ha Heil Oblii BHIpe3aHbl THICSYH KPOIIey-
HBIX OyKB. OTHM CBETUJIUCD, APYTHUE €BA Pa3INYaIiCh, TPETHH YKe MPEBPaTHIIUCh B OechopMeHHbIe
[aparyHsbl.

ApxuBapuyc IpUIOKUI JIAJOHb K KaMHIO.

— HazoBurte 10, 9TO BBl HE TOTOBBI MIOTEPSITh.

— 41 He roTOBa MOTEPATH MAMATH O MaTepu, — cKazasa Bepa.

OpnHa u3 OyKB BCIIBIXHYJIA.

Kasn gonro momyain.

— 41 He ToTOB MOTEPATH ceOs1, — MPOU3HEC OH HAKOHEII.

Bcenbixayna Bropast Oyksa.

JleBouka nocmorpesia Ha JBEpb.

— ¢ He roTOBa CHOBA CTAaTh HUYEM.

TpeTbst OykBa 3aropenach KpacHbBIM.

JIBEpb MEIJIEHHO OTKPBLIACh.

3a Hell HaXOAWJICSI OTPOMHBIN 321, YXOJUBIIIHIA B TEMHOTY. IO cCaMOro MoToJIKa TSHYJIUCH MOJTKU
C KHUTaMH, CBUTKAMH M CTEKJISTHHBIMU COCYJJaMH, BHYTPY KOTOPBIX TUIABATA

KpOIIIeYHbIe CBeTAIMecs TOUKH. Ha TMHHBIX CTONAaX JiesKasiu pacKpbIThie (ponmmadThl. VX cTpa-
HUIIBI OBUTM MICTICHIPEHBl IMEHAMU, HO MHOTHE CTPOKH ITyCTOBAJIH.

B uienTpe 3aa cTosiyi BBICOKUU CTOJ, @ HA HEM — KHHUTa B UEPHOM TEperuieTe.

Omna ObUTa €qMHCTBEHHOW KHHUTOM, KOTOPYI0 HUKTO HE TBITaJIcs cripsaTarh. Ha e€ o0noxke He
ObLIIO HM HAa3BaHUS, HU 3HaKa, HA 3aMKa. TobKo yriyosieHne, TOUHO MoBTOpsiBiiee (hopMy cepeOpsi-
HOM IyTOBUIIBI C M300paXEHUEM IJIa3a.

Bepa nocrana u3 kapmana nepBylo IyroBUIly, HallIeHHYIO 10oMa. [leBouKa IpOoTsHy/1a BTOPYIO
— Ty, Ha KOTOPO¥ OBUTH BHITPAaBUPOBaHBI MHUAIIHATEL «C. D.».

OHU NOONLIN K KHUTE.

— Yt0 3107 — cnpocuiia Bepa.

ApXuBapuyc OTBETUJI HE Cpasy.

— IlepBasd 3anmce.

— O uém?

— O yenoBeke, b€ UM HENb3s1 TPOU3HOCHUTD.

Kas1 mocmotpen Ha mycTyio 00IOXKKY.

— W kak MBI y3HaeM, 4TO 3TO 32 YeJIOBEeK ?
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ApxuBapuyc BIIEpPBbIE 3a BCE BPEMs OTBEN B3IV,

— Ecnum kHura oTkpoercs, Bbl y3HaeTe, KOro MIMEHHO MUP TBITAJICS 3a0bITh.

— A ecnu He oTKpoeTcsi?

— Toraa apxuB MPOIOIKUT 3a0UPaTh BAIIIM BOCTIOMUHAHUS, TIOKA OT BaC HE OCTAHYTCS TOJIBKO
TeJa.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna. OH He 3Ha €€ MMEeHU, He TOMHWII UX AOPOTH, UX CCOp, UX OCTO-
poxxHOro commkeHusi. Ho cTosit psaoM 1 He yXOIWII, XOTsI HIUTO He 0OsI3bIBAJIO €T0 OCTaBaThCl.

Omna He Moria TpedoBaTh OT HETo JIIOBH, KOTOPOW OH HE TIOMHUIL

Ho morna normeiTarecs JaTh €My IIaHC BCIIOMHUTh CAMOMY.

Bepa nonosxuna cepeOpsiHble ITyTOBUIIBI B YITyOJeHrE Ha OOTOXKKeE.

Knura gpornyna.

I'ne-To naneko, 3a npegesaMu apxusa, yIapuil KOJOKOJ.

Ha stoT pa3 3Byk ObLT HE TPOMKHM, a TUXUM, MOYTH JJACKOBBIM. Tak Morya Obl MPO3BYYaTh
KOJIBIO@ TbHAS, KOTOPYIO MaTh HaneBaeT peOEHKY, YTOOBI TOT TiepecTan OOAThCS TEMHOTBHI.

Ha nepBo#i cTpanuiie npocTynuiu cioBa.

«B nenp, koraa y koposesbl CepeduHbl poauiiachk NOCIEAHsS 104Yb, KOPOJIb IPUKa3al BIYEPK-
HYTb €€ UMS U3 MUPA )KUBBIX>.

JleBouka mooseaHeNa.

— Her, — npomienTana oHa. — Her, 3TOro He MOXeT OBITb. . .

Kasn pe3ko noBepHyJics K HEW.

— Yro ciyuunnocs?

Ona He oTBeTwsa. E€ B3r1s/1 OBLT MPUKOBAH K KHUTE, K OyKBaM, KOTOpbIE TTPOJOJIKAIIH TTOSIB-
JIATHCS HA CTPAHULIE.

«Ho npesx e yem ums ObLJ10 CTEPTO, €r0 OTAAIM TOMY, KTO €II€ He 3HAJI, YTO OAHAX/IbI CTAHET
najiadyom».

Kasn nomarnysics.

Bepa Opocunachk Kk HemMy, HO OH OTCTYIIUI, IPYKUMast pyKy K rpyau. [lox pyOarkoid, mpsmo
HaJl CepaLeM, IPOCTYIUIIO KPacHOE MSATHO — TOHKas JIMHUSA, [OX0XKasl Ha cJief] OT CTaporo uipama.

— Kaan!

OH nogHs1 Ha HeE 11asza.

W BriepBble 3a BCE BpeMs B HUX MOSBUJIOCh YTO-TO NIOXOKEE HA Y3HABAHUE.

— Bepa... — BBIIOXHYJI OH.

OmHa 3amepia.

OH nomHu €€?

— Thr...

Kasn nomneiTasncs mpopomkuTh, HO €ro JIMIO UCKA3WIOCh OT 0o, OH OMyCTHIICS Ha KOJICHH,
a KHUTa 3aXJI0NHYJIaCh C OIIYIIUTEIbHBIM yIapOM.

Kpachas niHus Ha ero rpyam ucuesia.

Bwmecrte ¢ Heil ncuessno 1 y3HaBaHUe.

OHn nocmorpesn Ha Bepy cHU3Y BBEpX, pacTepsHHbIA U UCITyTaHHBIM.

— IIpocrure, — npomenrtan oH. — MHe Kax)eTcs, 5 TOJIBKO YTO Ha3BaJl BaC Uy:KUM UMEHEM.

JleBouka MeJIeHHO MOJHSIA PyKY K CBOUM TPEM KPACHBIM Y3€JIKaM.

— Her, — ckazana ona. — TbI Ha3BaJ €€ HACTOSIIINM.

U rae-to riryboKo moj apxuBOM, TaM, Iie He ObLJIO HU CTE€H, HU KHHT, HH JaXe caMOi CMepTH,
KTO-TO BIIEPBBIE 32 MHOTO JIET TPOU3HEC 3a0bITOE MMSI.

Mup cogpornyics.

A Ha 00JI0KKe 3aKPBITOH KHUTH MOSIBUJIACH HOBAsI CTPOKA:

«IIEPBAS 104Yb BbLJIA IOMHAIIEN. NOCJIEAHAA — KJIIOYOM>».

I'naBa 4
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INepBas nous Obuta [MomHustmei. [TocnenHsss — KT09oM.

Bepa nepeunrania Haanmch Ha 0OJIOXKe, XOTS OYKBBI yKe Hauaimu O1eqHeTb. OHU CJIOBHO YXO-
JIJTH TIOJ] KOKY KHUTH, OCTaBJIsAs MOCye ceOs1 TOHKUE BMSATHHBI, TIOXOXKHE Ha CTaphble IIPAMBI.

— YT0 3T0 3HAUUT? — COPOCHUJIA OHA.

ApXuBapuyc He OTBETHUII.

OH cMoTpen Ha JEBOYKY.

Ta crosiyia HEIOABUKHO, MPUXKAB JIAJIOHD K 3aISICTHIO C TPEMsI KpaCHBIMU y3eJiKamu. BriepBbie
C MOMEHTA MX BCTPEUYM OHA Ka3ajach HE 3araJlo4YHON M HEAOBEPUYMBOM, a MO-HACTOSIIEMY UCITyTaH-
Houi. E€ u€pHble r1a3a ObUTH MIUPOKO PACKPHITHI, M B VX IIYOWHE OTpakasiach CTPAHUIIA, HA KOTOPOU
MCY€e3aJIy MOCNIE/IHUE CIIOBA.

— Te1 3HaMa, — npon3HEC ApXUBapHyc.

— Her.

— TwI 3HaJ14, KTO THI.

— ¢I 3Hama, yro y MeHs Obl1a MaTh! — JleBouka MoBbicHIIa Tojioc. — I momMHMIIa e€ pyku, eé
roJioc, e€ BoJochl. $1 MoOMHMIIA, Kak OHa IeJsia MHe riepei cHoM. Ho 51 He moMHmMITa, 4To OblIa IoceTHe
nouepsio. He moMHmMIIa, 4TO KTO-TO Ha3Basl MeHs KiouoM. W yxk TOUHO He IIOMHMIIA, YTO MOW Opar. ..

Omna ocekJiach.

Kasn Bcé em€ crosn Ha koneHsax. OHa pyka Jjexaja y Hero Ha rpyad, Ipyras ynupanach B
1os1. OH TsKeJo JIbIIaj, CIIOBHO TOJIBKO UTO MOJIHSICS 110 COTHE JIECTHHUII.

Bepa onycrunachk psaom ¢ HUM.

— Tl crpiman mMeHs?

OH NOAHS TOJIOBY.

— Jla.

— ThI Ha3BAI MOE UMH.

— Kaxerc4, na.

— Tst BcnoMHUT MeHs?

Kasn monro cmorpen Ha He€. B ero rmazax MelbKHY/IA TeHb OOJM, HO OHA TYT ke UCUE3Ja,
OCTaBHB T0CIIe ceOsl b PACTEPSHHOCTb.

— Her. 4 nomHI0, 4T0 npousnéc ums. [TomH10, Kak oHO npo3Byyasno. Ho He 3Hato, OTKy1a OHO
B351J10Ch.

Bepa orsena B3,

Ona He oxupgana uyna. [To kpaiiHeit Mepe, nibITaiach yoenuTs cedst B 3tom. Ho Koria oH mpo-
M3HEC e€ MMsl, BHYTPU YTO-TO OOJIE3HEHHO JIPOTHYJIO, OYITO 3ameprasi ABepb Ha MTHOBEHHUE TOJ1a-
J1aCh HAXKUMY.

Tenepb ABepb CHOBA 3aXJIOMHYJIACh.

— BcraBaii, — ckazaja oHa, poTATUBasi pyKy.

Kasn nocmotpen Ha e€ JIafoHb.

— Bu1 yBepenn1?

— Her. Ho eciu Tl ocTaHelbcsl Ha MOy, MHE MPHUAETCS TalUTh TeOs Ha cede. A s He
HACTOJIBKO TeOs1 JII0OJTIO.

OH 3amep.

Bepa toxe.

CrnoBa BeIpBAJIUCH IIPEk/IE, YEM OHA yCIesIa UX ocTaHOBUTh. Ha MrHOBeHue el MoKa3asaoch, YTO
OH YCIIBIIIINAT B HUX TIPaBJ1y, KOTOPYIO 3a0BeHME MOKa He cyMesto oTHATh. Ho Kasn b Haxmypuics,
CJIOBHO TIBITAJICS TIOHATD, ObLIIA JIM 9TO IIYTKA.

— BuI Bcerna tak pasroBapuBaeTe ¢ JII0bMU, KOTOPbIX €Ba 3HaeTe?

— TonbKo ¢ TeMH, KTO OCOOEHHO pa3apakaer.

— Toraa MHe, BepOSATHO, CIeIyeT ONacaThCsl, YTO OIHAK/IBI Bbl PEIINTE MEHSI YOUTb.

— Ecmu 51 3axouy Te0s1 yOUTh, THI y3HAEITh 00 STOM MOCTICIHUM.
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OH nocMoTpest Ha He€ elié CeKyHTy, a 3aTeM BCE-TaKu MPUHSUT IPOTSHYTYIO PYKY.

Ero nanons Obuia TEMION.

Bepa HenaBujiena ce0s 3a TO, YTO 3TO MPOCTOE OOCTOATEIBCTBO MIPUHECTIO el OOJIeryeHue.

Korma-to Kasn kazaiics eil 4esloBeKOM, KOTOPOro HEBO3MOXKHO TPE/ICTaBUTh OOBIMHBIM. OH
HE CTapel, TOYTH He YyBCTBOBI OOJM, HOCWII Ha cebe dykue CMepTH U KW Tak, CJIOBHO JaBHO
riepecTa MpuHaJIeKaTh MUPY KHUBBIX. Termephb ero majblipl APOKAIU OT CIabOCTH, a TOJ I1a3aMu
3aserni TeHu. OH MOT yracTb, 3a00J1€Th, COCTAPUTLCS U YMEPETh.

U BCE sxe Mup HAMEN criocod OTHSATH Y HETo eIié OOJIbIIIe.

— Kaura He oTKpbIBaeTcs IBaX/bl, — CKa3ajl ApXUBapUYC.

— Torna nouemy oHa oTKpbUIach ceiiuac? — crpocuiia Bepa.

— [MoTromMy uTO /1BE MyTOBUIIBI IPUHAIEKATA OJHON UCTOPUH.

— Ypeit uctopun?

— KoporneBckoii cembu.

— DTO MBI yXke MOHSUIH.

— Her, — Bo3pazmin oH. — Bbl NOHsIM, 4TO peub UAET O KopojeBckor cembe. Ho moka
HE TIOHSUIM, YTO KOPOJIEBCKAsI CEMbsI HUKOT/IA HE COCTOsUIA U3 TeX JIIOZIEH, YbH MOPTPETHI BUCAT BO
JBOPLIE.

JleBouKa pe3Ko MOBEpHY/IaCh K HEMY.

— XBarwur.

— Tbl X04Yelb, YTOOBI OHM Y3HAIU MPABY WM YTOOBI TPOJOJIKAIN UCKATh €€ Ha OIIYIIh?

— 41 X041y, 4TOOBI BBl IEPECTANIN PelaTh 32 BCEX, CKOJIBKO MPAB/bl UM MO3BOJICHO 3HATH !

ApxuBapuyc BIEpBbIE BHIIJISIEN CTapbiM. He JIMIIOM — OHO Mo-TipekHeMY OCTaBasIoch Oec-
(bOopMEHHBIM ¥ HEYJIOBUMBIM, — & OCAaHKOW. Ero mieun onmycTuivch, 1 OH Ha MTHOBEHHUE MPUKPBUT
rasa.

— 4 yxe ofHaX bl IO3BOJIWII [TPaBJIE BHIITH HAPYKY, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH. — U 1iemblii ropon
ucyes.

— Kakoti ropon? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

OH nocMoTpest Ha Hee.

— Tor, B KOTOPBI BBl MPUIILIH.

Bepa BcriomHmza mycThie JOMa, HETIOABMKHBIN BO3AYX M KOJOJEI, B KOTOPOM OTPaXasloCh
3BE31HOE He0O0. BeroMHMIIa HAAMUCH Ha KeJIe3HOU Kpbilike: «He 1eid u3 Toro, 4to MoMHUT TeOSI».

— BeiipxonbM, — npousHecna oHa.

— Ha crappIx KapTax 3TO Ha3BaHMe JIEUCTBUTENBLHO BeTpedanock. Ho ropon ncues 3a10mro 10
TOro, KaKk KapThl HaYaJI Jirath. Ero skutenu 3a6eim apyr apyra. CHavyana — mumeHa. [Totom mnuma.
3atem coOcTBeHHbIe 1oMa. Korna nmocieHuii yeoBek nepectas MOMHUTh, YTO Y Hero Obuia ceMbsl,
ropo/ epecTaj CylecTBOBATh.

— Jltoou He MOTYT MCYE3HYTh TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, 4TO MX 3a0bUTH, — CKa3aa Bepa.

— Pazymeercs, moryT. Eci Bech Mup corsiaceH ¢ 3a0BeHUEM.

— 3r0 GeccMbicUIa.

— BpI HaxozuTeCh B apXuBe, KOTOPbIA XpaHUT UMEHa TeX, KOro OoJblie He cylecTByeT. bec-
CMBICJTUIIA 3/IECh — HE CaMOe OMacHOE U3 TOTO, YTO BaM BCTPETHUTCS.

Bepa xotena Bo3pas3uTh, HO BCIIOMHUJIA JIMLIO MAaTepH.

Tounee, TO MeCTO, Ilie JOKHO OBLIO HAXOOUTHCS €€ JIULIO.

Ona nmoMHMIa 3amax CyIIEHOW MSATHI, TEIUIYIO TKaHb (papTyKa, HErPOMKOE MOKAIlJIMBaHUE
niepes TeM, Kak MaTh HAYMHAJIa TOBOPHUTH. [ToMHWMIIA, Kak Ta Jepskajia HOX, Hape3as siONOKH, U Kak
Bcerja ocrapisia Bepe nocneqnuil Kycoyek, OyATo 3To Oblia TailHa, U3BECTHAS TOJBKO UM JIBOMM.

Ho nuiio He Bo3Bpammanocs.

CJOBHO KTO-TO BHIpE3aJl €r0 U3 BOCIIOMHUHAHHMS, HE TTOBPEAUB HIUYETO BOKPYT.

— Kak ocranoButh 310? — cripocuia Bepa.
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ApxuBapuyc rokayaji rojJOBOu.

— 4 He 3Hal.

— BbI XpaHurens apxusa.

— 4 xpaHio TO, YTO COXPAHUIIOCH. DTO HE OJIHO U TO Ke.

— Torpa 3auem Bbl HAM HYKHBI?

OH npuHST Bonpoc 6e3 BO3MYIIIECHHS.

— Yro0BI MOKa3aTh BaM JIOPOTY K TeM, KTO 3HAET OOJIbINE MEHS.

JleBOouka roppKO YCMEXHYJIaCh.

— Br1 Bcerga oOemaere 10pory. A TOTOM OKa3bIBAETCs, YTO AOPOTa BEJIET K eIIIE OJHOM IBEPH,
32 KOTOPOW CHJIUT KTO-TO, KTO HUUEro He 3HaeT.

— WHorpa, — oTBeTU ApXUBapUyC, — JBEPb OKA3bIBACTCS €MHCTBEHHBIM, UTO OTAEJISIET
YeJIOBeKa OT MPOIACTH.

— A uHOr/Ia 32 JBEPhIO U €CTh MPOMNACTb.

Ha 3101 pa3 ApxuBapuyc He HALIENCA C OTBETOM.

Bepa nocmotpera Ha 3akpbITyIo KHUTY. Tereps Ha e€ 00oKKe He OO HU HAAIIUCH, HU YTITyO-
JIeHus 1)1 yroBuIl. ToNbKO Y€pHAs MOBEPXHOCTD, IMIaKast, Kak BoJa B OE3TyHHYIO HOYb.

— BuI ckazanum, uto niepBast noub Obuta [TomHsIIEH, — TTpon3Hecia oHa. — Y10 310 3HAUUT?

ApxuBapuyc oMeJInJI.

— TMomHsIIIMEe cOCOOHBI yAEPKUBATH TO, YTO MUP MBITACTCS 3a0bITh.

— Jlonu?

— Nmena. JIuna. O6emanua. THorna — 1essle )KU3HM.

— 3Ha4uT, 3Ta JEBOYKA. ..

— He nepe6uBaii, — pe3Ko ckazaa ieBouka. — Thl He 3Haelllb, YTO OH COOMpPAETCs CKa3aTh.

Bepa 3amonuaia.

— TlomMHsIIasi He POCTO COXPaHsIeT BOCIIOMUHAHUS, — TPOAOKUI ApxuBapuyc. — OHa
MOJKET MIOMHUTb YeJIoBeKa Jake TOrja, Korjaa ero uMsi CTEPTo, Korja ero JMIio UCUe3Jio U3 MaMsTi
OJTM3KMX W KOTJ]a HU OJIHA KHUTa OOJIbIIIe He MOATBEPXKAaeT, YTo OH Koraa-immoo xut. [Toka [Tomus-
11asi MOMHUT, Y€JIOBEK He UCYe3aeT OKOHYATEIIHHO.

— A ecnu oHa 3a0yger?

— Torma oH cTaHET HUYEM.

Bepa nmocmortpena Ha 1€BOUKY.

— To1 [omusmasn?

— 4 He 3Hal.

— Ho Tel nomMHUIIL MaTh.

— Iloka nomHIo.

— To1 nomuuis Kasna.

— Iloka nomHIo.

— A ceba?

HeBouka 3amonyania.

Bepa yBujena, kak oHa MeJIEHHO pa3xkajia naiblibl. Ha Koke moa KpacHbIMU y3eJIKaMu Mpo-
CTYNUJIH KpoilieuyHble OyKBbl. OHU ObLITM TAKMMH MEJIKMMH, 4TO Bepa He cMoriia pa3o0parh UX gaxe
¢ OJIU3KOTO PacCTOSTHHMS.

— UYro y Tebs Ha pyke? — CIPOCHUIIA OHA.

JleBouKa TyT ke crpsTaja 3ansacTbe.

— Hwyero.

— 41 Bugena OyKBHI

— Tebe nokasanock.

— MHe He noka3anoch.

— Bepa, — Bmemazcs Kasn.
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Ona o6epHyJack. OH CTOSUT pSAIOM, ONUPAsiCh PyKOH 0 Kpaii cToina. Ero imiio ocraBaiock One-
HBIM, HO B3IJISIJ CTaJl SICHEE.

— He naBute Ha He€, — ckazan oH. — Eciv oHa cama He MOHMMAaeT, YTO C Hel ITPOUCXOJIUT,
BaIlld BOIPOCH HE TIOMOT'YT.

Bepa eziBa 3aMeTHO NpHIogHsIa OPOBb.

— T 3amuiaenis eé?

— 4 npITalock He MpeBpalaTh STOT Pa3roBOpP B JIOMPOC.

— Kak 6nmaropomHo.

— He yBepen, uto 310 Graroposctso. [IpocTo 51 He MoOMo, KOrja JyeloBeKa 3aroHsIIoT B YTOJ.

OH NPOU3HEC ITO CIIOKOWHO, HO JIEBOYKA B3APOTHYIIA.

Kasn 3ameru.

— 4 ckazan 4ro-TO He TO?

— Her, — oTBeTmia oHa.

Opnnako Bepa mnonsiia, uto 310 He coBceM mpapjaa. Cioa Kasna 3agenu 1eBOYKY CHIIbHEE,
YeM BCE BOITPOCHI JI0 3TOro. Bo3aMokHO, KOrJIa-TO OH JIEUCTBUTENILHO 3aroHsuI e€ B yroi. Bo3amoxHo,
MMEHHO OH 3aCTaBWJI €€ MOJTYaTh O COOCTBEHHOM UMEHH.

A BO3MOXHO, OHA MPOCTO CJIUIIKOM JIOJITO K/1ajia OT HEerO 3allUTHI.

— ¢1 He momHI0, YTO caenan, — ckaszan Kasm, oOparmasicek k Heil. — Ho ecnu npuanHmn tede
00JIb, HE CTaHy YTBEPKAaTh, UYTO ITOTO He ObLIO, TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO HE MOTY BCTIOMHUTb.

JleBouKa MOjHsIIA Ha HETo IJ1a3a.

— Tol roBOpHIIIB TaK, OyATO COOMPACIITHCS UCTTPABUTH BCE OIHUM W3BUHEHHEM.

— Her. /I roBopio Tak, OTOMyY 4TO HE 3HAIO, YTO €ILIE MOT'Y IPEAJIOKHUTD.

— To1 Mmor 6I)I BCIIOMHMUTb.

— Ecnu 6b1 Mor, s OBl yke 3TO cienal.

— To1 Bcerga ObUT TaKuM, — TIpolenTaia oHa. — Korga o0erast, Tel BEpUII, 4TO CMOXKeEIIb. A
MIOTOM IIPUXOJIMJIO BPEMsI TUIATUTh, U Thl OOHAPYKUBA, YTO y TeOsI HET HUYero, Kpome COOCTBEHHOM
KHU3HM.

Kasn nobnennen eme cuibHee.

— UYro s Tebe oberman?

JleBouKa J10JIT0 CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— BepHyTscs.

OnaHO CJI0BO.

Bepa yxe ciplnaia ero padpliiie — B TIEPBOM COOOIIEHUH, HAITMCAHHOM CaXel Ha KyXOHHOM
crose. Trl 0OeIan BepHyThCS.

Ternepb OHa TIOHSJIA, YTO STH CJI0OBa OBUTH He MPOCTO HaroMuHaHWeM. OHU ObUTM OOBHHEHHEM,
KOTOpOE TEePexkUIO TO/Ibl, 3a0BEHUE W, BOZMOXHO, CAMy CMEPTh.

— Kyna? — cnpocuina oHa.

JleBoUKa He OTBETHIIA.

BmecTo 3Toro ona noponuia K Y€pHON KHUTe U KOCHYJIACh OOJIOKKH.

ApXUBapHycC pe3KO CXBaTUJI €€ 3a 3arsCThe.

— He cwmeii!

JleBouKa BbIpBaJsia PyKy.

— BbI He MOkeTe BEYHO JiepKaTh MEHS M0J] 3aMKOM.

— 41 He nepxky Teds Mo 3aMKOM.

— Toraa moyemy 51 He MOT'Y BCIIOMHUTH COOCTBEHHOE UMSs1?

ApxuBapuyc MoJTyaJl.

— Ilouemy s MOMHIO MaTh, HO HE TIOMHIO, KaK OHa MeHsI Ha3biBasia? [loueMy s 3HaI0, YTO y
MeHsI ObLTA OpaThsi U CECTPBI, HO HE MOT'Y TIPE/ICTABUTH HA OHOTO JIMIIA, KpoMe ero? — OHa ykazasa
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Ha Kasna. — [Nouemy Kax/iplid pa3, KOrja s MbITaloCh MPOM3HECTU CBOE UMSI, MHE KaXeTCsl, UTO KTO-
TO CTOUT 32 MO CIIMHOU U CITyIaeT?

[Tocnennue cioBa Mpo3ByYaau COBCEM THXO.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaA, KaK XOJIOACKOT €€ MAJIbIIBL.

Kro-10 ciymai.

He B nepeHocnom cmbicie. He kak He3puMBblil CBUAETENb, IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMI B Uy KOW MaMSITH.
JleBouka ropopuiia 0 KOM-TO, KTO MOT YCJIBIIIIATh €€ Jake Yepe3 CTeHbl apXHBa.

— Tbl roBOpMIIA, UTO OH YCJIBILLIUT, €CJIM HAa3BaTh UMsl, — BcrloMHMIa Bepa. — Kto oH?

JleBouka 3akpbuia Iasa.

— 4 He 3Hal.

— ThI Bep 3HaEIIb OOJTBIIE, YEM TOBOPHIIID.

— 41 3Ha10 TOJNBKO TO, YTO MHE MO3BOJIUIA COXPAHUTD.

— Kro nossommn?

— Mars.

Bepa npubnusuiach K Heil.

— Cepeduna?

JleBouka KMBHYJIA.

— Omna ckazana, 4To eciu 51 3a0yqy BCE OCTajlbHOE, JOJDKHA TIOMHUTh TPH Beld. YTO MeHs
moGwu. Yto s1 He BUHOBata. M 4To MOE MMsI HeJb3sl OTAaBaTh TOMY, KTO KMBET B UMEHAX.

B 3ane crano tak tuxo, uro Bepa yciblnana, Kak rje-To 3a crejulakaMu KaraeT Boa.

ApXxuBapryc MeIJIEHHO OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY.

— 3HauuT, OH yKe JoOpascs A0 Teds.

— K10? — cnipocuna Bepa.

— ToT, KTO JXMBET B UMEHAX.

CroBa mpo3ByYai MPOCTO, MOUTH OyAHUYHO. M OTTOrO CcTaiu cTpalHee.

— 910 cymecTBo? — crpocuia Kas.

— Korga-To oHO 06110 4esioBekoM. M, BO3MOXHO, 4eJIOBEKOM OBUT TOT, YbE UMA OHO HOCHT.
4 ve 3Ha10. B apxuBe Her 3anmcu o ero poxxaeHuu. Her 3amucu o ero cmeptu. Het naxe nvenu, moj
KOTOPBIM OHO OBLJIO U3BECTHO PaHBIIIE.

— Ho BbI 3HaeTe, YTO OHO CYIIECTBYET.

— 4 3Ha10, YTO OHO MPUXOIUT TY/A, TJIe JIOJU MBITAIOTCS yaepkarh ymepix. OHoO mpejiaraer
MM COXPaHUTh UMEHA TeX, KOro OHU TOTepsuid. B3ameH 3abupaeT 4To-To Ipyroe: BOCIOMUHAHUE,
JIMILIO, TOJIOC, MHOTJ]a — CIOCOOHOCTh OTJIMYATh COOCTBEHHYIO KU3HD OT TYKOM.

Bepa BcriomHmMIIa OelTy1o KOMHATY, JKeHIIMHY, YMOJISIBIITYIO He 3a0upath peOEHKa, U roJioc, Tpe-
OO0BaBIINIA, YTOOBI Y KaXKJIOTO YeJIOBeKa OblIa CMEpPTh.

— DTO CBA3aHO C KOPOJIEM DIBapaom?

— Her, — otBeTun ApxuBapuyc. — DIBap/ NbITAICSA TOAYMHUTH cMepTh. OH XOTe c/ieaTh
e€ nocnymHou. ToT, KTO KHUBET B UMeHaX, He noauuHseT. OH cTUpaeT TpaHUIly MEXIY TeM, UTO
OBbLIIO, ¥ TEM, Yero HUKOI/IA He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO.

— 3auem?

— B03MOXHO, TOTOMY YTO OJHAX[IbI €r0 CAMOTO 3a0bUTH.

Bepa nmocmortperna Ha 1€BOUKY.

Ta crosina, mpukaB pyku K rpynu. E€ ryOsl qpokaiy, HO OHa He Tulakasa.

— OuH 3a0pan Mo€ M, — TpolenTaina oHa. — 51 momHio 310 Tereps. OH 3a0pai ero He y
MeHs. Y BCex.

— Yto TH MMeels B Buay? — crpocui Kass.

— OH cnienai Tak, 4TOObl HUKTO HE MOT BCTIOMHUTb, UTO 51 pOAUJIach. MaTh OMHIJIA MEHS, HO
e€ mamsTh ObUTa 3amepra. Thl MOMHUIT MEHsI, HO TBOE UM CTAJIO YacThlo 3aMKa. A TIOTOM ThI OTJAJT
CBOIO CMEpTb. ..
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Oma 3arHynach, CJIOBHO CJIOBAa BHE3AITHO CTaJIM CJMILIKOM TSKEIBIMU.

— Yro npousomnwio norom? — cnpocuia Bepa.

— 4 He 3Haw. Bcé, 4TO 5 MOMHI0, — Kak 5 CTOI0 B O€JI0i KOMHATe, a MaTh JePKUT MEHS 32
pyky. OHa 1uiavert. § cnpammBaio, mouyemMy Helsb3sl OcTaTbhesl ¢ Held. OHa OTBEYAET, YTO OIHAXKABI 5
Ao/mKkHa Oyy BepHYThCs. [10TOM MPUXOOUT MaJIbUMK C IEPEBSHHOM JIOIIAJKOM.

OH roBOpHUT, 4TO MOE UM HE PUHAUIEKUT MEPTBBIM. A TIOCJIE STOTO 51 IPOCHINAIOCH B TYMaHe.

Bepa cxaia urpyIuiky, KOTOpyIo BCE €Il Aepkayia B pyKe.

— TbI BUgEna Majbymka?

— Jla.

— Yro oH Tebe ckazan?

JleBouka ocMoTpesna Ha AEPEBSHHYIO JIOIIAJIKY.

— Yro eciu g 3aX04y KUTb, MHE MPUAETCS BCHOMHUTD, KTO OTJAJI MOE UMHL.

E€ B3mian ocranosusics Ha Kasre.

OH CTOSJT HETTOABUKHO.

— A? — cnpocu oH.

— 4 e 3Ha0.

— Ho b1 ymaeriib, 4To 3TO OBLI 1.

— 4 mymaio, 4TO THI OBUT €JMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT 3TO CIeJIaTh.

Kasn onyctun ronoy. B ero smiie He ObLIO MOMBITKY ONMPaBAAThCA. TONBKO yCTANIOCTDh Yeso-
BEKa, KOTOPOMY CHOBA MPEIbsBUIIN CUET 3a MOCTYIOK, COBEPLUEHHBIN B IPYTrOM KU3HHU.

— Toraa Mbl JOJKHBI BBISICHUTB, YTO IPOU30ILUIO, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Mp1? — JleBouka ropbko ycMexHyJ1ach. — Tbl Jake He TOMHUIIb MEHSI.

— DTO He 3HAYUT, YTO 51 HE MOT'Y [IOMOYb.

— A ecnu, 4TOOBI TOMOYb MHE, TeOe IPUAETCS CHOBA YTO-TO OTIATh?

Kasn nogusan Ha He€ miaza.

— 41 Hruero He cTaHy OTJaBaTh, MIOKA HE y3HAIO, Y€r0 OT MEHs TPeOyIOT M KTO MOIYUYHUT 3Ty
1aTy.

Bepa nocmotpesna Ha HEro ¢ HeOXKUIAHHOM ropOCThio. Koraa-To oH 3akiioyan 10roBophl, He
3a7aBasi BOIPOCOB, IOTOMY UTO BEpuJI, Oy/ATO UyKyI0 O0JIb MOKHO UCTIPaBUTh COOCTBEHHOM. Terepp,
JIMIIMBIIACH OECCMEPTUsT M TIAMATH, OH, BO3MOKHO, BIEPBbIE HAYUMJICS OCTAHABIIMBATHCS TEPEe
BBIOOPOM.

Ho apxuB He coOupasicsi 1aBaTh UM BpeMsl.

Cuavana nporayi noit. [Torom KHUrH Ha MOJIKax Ha4aid OTKPhIBATHCS caMu co00i. CTpaHuUIIbI
MIePEeTMCTHIBATIMCH C OIIEHON CKOPOCTHIO, M U3 KaXKJO0ro TOMa Mc4Ye3ad CTPOKU. MIMeHa cphIBasvCh
¢ Oymarw, npeBpaniasich B KpoueyHble Y€pHble UCKpbl. OHU B3JIETaJIU TIOJ] ITOTOJIOK, KPYXKUJIUCH TaM,
CJIOBHO CTasi UCITYTaHHBIX ITHI, & 3aTEM MUCUYE3aJId B TEMHOTE.

ApxuBapuyc OpocriIcs K ONMKaiIeMy CTesIaxy.

— Hazan! He kacaiitech cTpanut!

Bepa orcrynuia, HO oiHa M3 KHUT yniaia IpsAMo niepefl Heil. [lepennieér packpbuics, ¥ Ha MOXke-
TEBILEW CTpPaHULIE BO3HUKJIO UMS.

BEPA 9CTEJIb.

OmHa 3amepia.

ByKBBI OBUTH HAIKCAHBI KPOBBIO.

[Tox nmenem npocTtynuiia 1aTa poxkJIeHUs], a HUKE — ellI€ OJHA CTPOKa, KOTOPOH paHblIE HEe
OBLIIO.

HOCJJIEAHAA ITAMATD: JIMITO MATEPN.

— Her, — npomenrana Bepa.

Omna Opocuiach K KHUTE.
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ApXuBapHyc MOMbITATICS OCTAHOBUTDH €€, HO He ycresl. Bepa cxBaTwia nepervier u npuxana
crpanuily K rpynu. KpoBaBble OyKBbI BCIIBIXHYJIU, OOKUTAS MATBIIBL.

B ronose pazgaiics xxeHCKUi Tosoc.

He tot, KOoTOpBIii OHA chblnaia B BocnomuHanuu Kasna. JIpyroit — 3HaKOMBIiA 10 OOJIH.

— Bepa, neBouka mo. ..

Omna 3a0bU1a, Kak OBIIIATh.

Tonoc matepu ObuT coBceM psioM. OH 3Byvall Tak sICHO, OyATO JKEHINMHA CTOsUIA 32 €€ CIIMHOM
U TJIaJIAIa €€ 10 BOJIOCAM.

— Mamouka? — BbI1OXHY1a Bepa.

Ha crpanuiie nosiBuiace HoBasi CTpOKa.

ECJIX ThI XOYEIIb BCIOMHUTDH MOK JIMI[O, OTJIAN MHE CBOE NMSI.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasNa, Kak KHUra MoTsSHy/Ia e€ K cede.

He pykamu — namsrsio.

B onHO MrHoBeHue nepeq Hell BOZHUKJIO JMLO Matepu. OHa yBUJEIa MOPIIMHKY Y JIEBOTO
171232, TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI, BHIOMBIIIMECS U3-TIO] TUIATKA, POIMHKY BO3Jie Iry0. YBuena yiabOKy, KOTOPYIO
HE MOIJIa BCIIOMHUTb C CAMOTO YTpa.

OHa yBuzena BcE.

U noHsna, 4To 3TO HE BOCIIOMUHAHUE.

JIuto matepu MeJIeHHO TIOBOPAUYMBAJIOCh K HEl, HO TJ1a3a OCTaBaJIMCh IyCTHIMU. YJIbIOKaA CTa-
HOBWIACh BCE IIMPE, MOKA He TPEeBPaTWIIACh B HEMOABMXKHYIO YEPHYIO JIUHUIO.

— Ortpait MHE CBOE UMS1, — TIOBTOPHJI TOJIOC.

Bepa pazxana nasnbiipl.

Knwra ynana Ha nout.

Kasn okazasics psagom mpexie, yem oHa ycriesna NomaTHyThesl. OH cXBaTWil €€ 3a IUleud U
yZepxkaJl, He M03BOJIsASl yIacTh.

— Bepa!

OHa nojHsiia rojioBy.

— ThI... — Havasa oHa.

— 1 3;mece.

— ThI MEHS TOMHUIITB ?

OH cMoTpes Ha He€ ¢ OTYasTHHBIM YCHJIMEM, CJIOBHO IBITAJICS YAEPKaTh YCKOJb3AIOIMIA 00pas.

— $I He 3HaI0, KTO ThI, — Mpou3HEC OH. — Ho 5 3Ha10, 4TO He X04uy, YTOOBI THI UCUE3JIA.

Bepa 3akppLia masa.

3T0ro ObLIO MaJo.

M BCcE xe 310 ObUIO OOJIBIIE, YEM OHA OKHIAIIA.

3a X CrIMHAMU JIEBOYKA 3aKpryaia.

Ha e€ 3anscTbe OAMH U3 TPEX KPaCHBIX Y3€JIKOB JIONHYJ. V3-1101 HEro BBICTyNMIIa KPOBb, HO
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CTeUb TI0 pyKe, OHA TIO/IHSJIACh B BO3yX TOHKOH ajioil HUThI0. HUTh MOTsAHYIAch
K 4YEPHOI KHUTE U BIMJIACH B OOJIOXKKY.

Knwura packpeliace.

Ha sToT pas e€ crpaHutipl ObLJTM COBEPIIEHHO MTYCTHI.

[Tocpenu nepBoii cTpaHuLIbl NOSBUAIACH OHA (ppa3a:

«JI0CJIEJHAA NO0Yb NOJIZKHA BEPHYTDL CEBE UM, UHAUE IIEPBAA
3ABYAET, KTO OHA».

Bepa MenieHHO OBEpHYIach K JEBOYKE.

— Yt0 3710 3HAUUT?

JleBouka cMoTpesia Ha coOCTBEHHOe 3arisicTbe. Ha MecTe miepBoro y3eska octaiicsi TOHKMM Kpac-
HBIH CJIEI.

— 4 He 3Ha10, — nporenTajia oHa. — Ho Teneps s NoMHIO eneé Koe-4ro.
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— Yro?

JleBouka nojHsiIa royioBy. B e€ y€pHBIX 1a3ax OTpaxaJvch COTHH UCUE3AIONTIX OYKB.

— V meHns Oblia cectpa.

Omna nepesena B3mIs Ha Bepy.

— W MHe KaxeTcs1, 9YTO 3TO THI.

I'maBa 5

U MmHe KaxkeTcs, UTO 3TO ThI.

CrnoBa J1eBOYKY TIOBUCJIH B BO3/IYyXE.

Bepa cmotpena Ha He€, oxuaasi, 4TO Ta ceiyac OTCTYIUT, PACCMEETCSl WM XOTs1 Obl IpU3HA-
ercsi, yTo ommubnack. Ho cepeGpucTbie BOIOCH HE3HAKOMKH HETIOABIKHO JIeXKalId Ha IUleyax, a B
YEPHBIX I71a3aX He ObUIO HM HACMEIIIKU, HU COMHEHUs1. TONbKO CTpax, KOTOPBIN OHA CJMIIIKOM JOJITO
yUMJIach CKpHIBATh.

— IlpekpacHo, — HakoHel mpou3Hecia Bepa. — 3HauuT, Teneps 51 He TOJIBKO JOJKHA CracaTh
MUD OT 3a0BEHUs1, HO U 003aBesach CECTPO, O KOTOPOM HUKOT/a He ciblmana. OCcTanoch BhISICHUTD,
HE SIBJISIIOCH JIU 51 320[JHO COOCTBEHHOW OA0YIITKOM.

JleBouka He yIbIOHYIaCh.

— 4 "e myuy.

— A s TIBITAIOCh HE COMTH € YMa. Y KaXJ0ro CBOM CIIOCOOBI.

Bepa ornyctuna ruieyo Kasna u BeinpssMuiack. B rpyan BCE €€ HEMPUATHO TSAHYJIO MOCTE
TOr0, KaK KHUTA TOMbITaIach 3a0parh €€ uMs. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl TaK, CIIOBHO KTO-TO BBITAIIIMT
13 He€ HECKOJIbKO HEBUAMMBIX HUTEH, a 3aTeM TOCTIEITHO CBS3aJ1 OCTABIIMECs, YTOObI OHA HE PacChl-
Iajlach Ha 4acTH.

— [ouemy TBI pemmia, yTo 5 TBOA cectpa?

— 4 He pemmna. S BcnomHmia.

— DTO pa3Hble BEIlIY.

— Jlns1 Te6s1 — BO3MOXKHO.

— Iocnymmaid, s MTOHUMAIO, YTO Y TeOsi OTHSUTM UMsI, YTO Thl HE IOMHHUIIb CBOETO MPOIUIOTro U
410 TeOe, BEPOSITHO, XOUETCsI HAUTU XOThb KaKy-To onopy. Ho s He coOMpaioch CTAaHOBUTHCS YaCThIO
Yy;KOi UCTOPUU TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTO TeOe MPUBHUIEIOCH CXOICTBO.

— ¢1 e BrIOUpana Teds, Bepa.

JleBouka mpousHeca e€ UMsl C TAaKOM OCTOPOKHOCTBHIO, CJIOBHO OHO MOTJIO OOXeUb SI3BIK.

— 4 mpocto yBuzaena tedst B maMsTH.

— B ubent mamsaru?

— B cBoeil.

— Tornma pacckaxxu, YTO UMEHHO Thl YBUJIENA.

JleBouka 3akpbuia Iasa.

— benas xomHara. [Ise kpoBatku. OfHa BO3je OKHA, Apyras y cTeHsl. MaTb CUOUT MeXIy
HUMH 1 IEPXKUT HAC 32 PyKH. ThI IU1aUeIiIb, MoToMy 4To y TeOst pa30uTo KoJieHo. 51 cMetoch Hajl TOOOH,
a Tl 0OeIIaellb, YTO OIHAK/Ibl 3ACTABUIIIL MEHS TIOXAJIETh 00 STOM.

Bepa HEeBOJIBHO yCMeXHYJ1aCh.

— 3ByuHT npaBaononodHo. f u ceifyac cnocodHa moodenarb KOMy-HHUOYJb HEMTPUATHOCTH
13-3a pa30UTOro KoJIeHa.

— Tlotom BxoguT otetl. OH TOBOPUT, YTO OAHOM U3 HAC MPUIETCS YUTH.

VnpiOka ucuesna ¢ iumia Bepsl.

— Kaxkoi1 orerr?

— 4 ne 3Ha1w0. 4 He BuKy ero quua. Tonbko pyku. Ha oqHOM nasbiie y Hero KOoJblo ¢ YEPHbIM
KAMHEM.

ApxuBapuyc pe3KO MOJHSII TOJIOBY.

— Y0 THI CKa3ana?
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JleBouka oOepHy/Iach K HEMY.

— Koutblio ¢ 4EpHBIM KaMHEM. I TOMHIO €ro.

Crapuk mMe[JieHHO NpuoOnu3uics. BriepBbie 3a BCE BpeMsi OH KazaJics MO-HACTOSIIEMY BCTpe-
BOKEHHBIM.

— Tbl yBepena?

— 41 nomHIO ero pyku. OH I71auiI MeHs 10 TOJIOBE Y TOBOPHJI, UTO 51 IOJKHA OBITH XOpOIIen
neBoukoil. [Torom MaTh HauMHaNa TUIAKaTh. A THI. ..

Omna cHOBa nocmotpena Ha Bepy.

— Tbl BcTaBasa Mesk/1y HUIMU M TOBOPUJIA, YTO HUKTO He 3a0epET MeHsl, MOKa Thl XKUBA.

Bepa omrytiiia, Kak XonoAeeT 3aTblIOK.

Ona He momHMIa Oesoll KoMHaThl. He moMHMIIa IBYX KpOBATOK, JKEHIIUHBI C CEPeOPSHBIMU
BOJIOCAMU WJTH MYKYMHBI C KOJIBLIOM. E€ 1eTCTBO OBLIO APYTrUM: TECHBIE KOMHATBI, 3arlax TPaB, CKPUIT
TIOJIOBUIL] M MAaTEPUHCKUE PYKH, NaxHyIme MATol. Hukakux koponeBckux nokoes. Hukakux cecrép.

Ilo kpaiiHeii Mmepe, OHa Bcerjaa Tak JyMaia.

— 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, — CKa3aJja OHa.

— Tlouemy?

— Tlotomy uro 51 Belpocia B Huxzem ropoae. Most MaTh jkuiia TaM BCIO »kKU3Hb. $1 3Halo, 171e
ponuiack, Iae y4miach XOOUTh, Ie BIIEpBble pa3omia HOC ¥ I1e OTHAXKIbI YKpasia y meKaps Lenyio
KOp3UHY SI0TOK. $I TOMHIO CBOW IOM.

— Ho TbI HE TOMHMIIB JIMLIO MATEPU.

Bepa 3amomnuaia.

IleBouKa He OTBeJa B3MJIsAA.

— Tel noMHMIIL BCE BOKPYT HEE, — NponopkuiIa oHa. — EE ronoc, pyku, 3anax tpas. Ho He
m1o. MokeT ObITh, TOTOMY, YTO STO JIUIIO IPHHA/IJIEKAIIO HE TOH KEHIIHE, KOTOPYIO Thl Ha3bIBACIITh
MaTepsblo.

— XBarwur.

— Bepa...

— 4 ckazaia, xBatur!

E€ ronoc ynapuscs o BBICOKME CBOJbI U PA3JIETENICS IXOM MEXAY CTEeJUIAKAMMU.

Ha mraoBeHue Bce KHUTH B 3aji€ 3amepiu. [laxe 4€pHble UCKPbI, KPYKUBIIUECS MOJ] [IOTOIKOM,
OCTaHOBUJIMCh B BO3JLyXE.

3areM ¢ JaIbHEro cTeliaxa yrai TSKETbI TOM.

Ero nepenniér ynapuics o KaMeHb, U 10 31y IPOKATUJICS CyXOW TPECK.

ApxuBapuyc OpoCHICS K KHUTe, HO OHA PacKpPbUIACh cama.

Ha crpanwurie 66110 HaNmMcaHO OHO CJIOBO:

CECTPA.

BykBbI mpocTynuim u3 Oymar, CJIOBHO UX BBIIABJIUBAIM C 0OPaTHON CTOPOHBI.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasa, Kak 4YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH €€ 3aThUIKA.

Omna o6epHy1ach.

3a CrIMHOM HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— He npousHOocH 3TO CIOBO 3[1ECh, — CKa3ajl ApXUBapHUyC.

— Tlouemy?

— TNoTomy 4YTO apXuB CIBIIMT HE TOJBKO UMeHa. OH CIBIIINT BCE, YTO CIOCOOHO CBSI3aTh
OJIHOTO YE€JIOBEKA C JPYTUM.

— W uro oH cpenaer?

— Haiig€r cBs3b. A 3aTem penmT, KOMy U3 Bac OHa MPUHAJICKUT.

Bepa nmocmortperna Ha 1€BOUKY.

— Tei roBopmIIa, uTO 51 TBOSA cectpa. Eciu 310 paBaa, mouyemy Tbl HE HOMHUILIb MOETO UMEHU?

— IMoToMy 4TO OHO OBIJIO OTAAHO BMECTO MOETO.
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— Kem?

HeBouka nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

OH cTOSIT 4yTh B CTOPOHE, BHUMATEJIbHO HAOMMONIas 32 HUMU. B ero jmie mosiBUIoch 4To-To
HOBOE — He y3HaBaHHe, a OeCIIOKOMCTBO, KOTOPOE OH He MOT OOBSICHUTH Jake camomy ceoe.

— Tsl gymaeris, 3710 caena si? — CIPOCKIT OH.

— 4 Huyero He aymarw. I IOMHIO TOJIBKO TO, YTO MHE OCTaBUJIM.

— Torna MHe npuaETCcsl y3HATh OCTAILHOE.

— Ther yxe nbrTasncs.

Kasim menjieHHO ¢KaT majIbIbl.

— W 9ro npousomno?

— To1 320811,

Bepa 3ameruna, kak u3MeHHMI0Ch ero yimno. OH He CTal CHOpuTh, HE MOTPeOOBal JOKa3a-
TesibeTB. Ho OHa yBUzena, 4To 9TH CJI0Ba 33/Ie/I €ro CUJIbHEE, YeM OH XOTeJ IMOKa3aTh.

— 41 He craHy IpOCUTH TeOs1 TOBEPATh MHE, — CKa3aJl OH JIEBOUKe. — Y TeOs HET MPUIHH 3TO
nenarb. Ho s Xouy NOHATH, TOYeMy MOE UMsI CBSI3aHO C TBOMM MCYE3HOBEHUEM.

— [oTtoMy 4TO ThI OBLT MOCTETHUM, KTO TIOMHUJI MEHS.

— A notom?

— IloTtom TBI OTAAIT CBOIO CMEPT.

Kasn omycrun rnasa.

Bepa 3nHa1a, 4TO OH HIOMHHUT O CBOEM MporioM. OH He 3a0bLJ1, CKOJIBKO JIofiel YOI, He repe-
CTaJl 4YyBCTBOBaTh BUHY 3a TO, 4TO coBepiwi. Ho ceifyac Mexay HUM U STUMH BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU
BO3HUKJIA HOBAas IyCTOTa — Ta, KOTOPYIO HeJb3s1 ObLIO 3alOTHUATH ITPU3HAHUEM WJIA PACKASTHAEM.

OH He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO MOTepsiI.

W, BO3MOXHO, 3TO OBUIO CTpaIIHEee BCero.

— ApxuBapuyc, — ckazaja Bepa, He oTpbiBas B3nisaa or Kasna. — Bel roBopuig, 4To MOXKeETE
MPOBECTU HAC K TeM, KTO 3HAeT OOJIbIIEe BaC.

— Jla.

— Torna Begure.

— Kyna?

— Tyna, rue XpaHsTcs 3aMucu O KOPOJIEBCKOUN ceMbe. MHe HYKHbI JIOKYMEHTBI O POXKIEHUN
Bcex jereit Cepedpunnl. He oduiuanbHas ponocioBHast, a Hactosimasa. C uMeHamu, J1aTaMUu U CBU-
JeTeIbCTBAMMU.

ApxuBapuyc MOCMOTpes Ha He€ C BhIpaXeHHEeM, KOTOpPOe MOIJIO O3HauaThb U yBaKeHUE, U
KaJIOCTb.

— BBl HE TOHUMaeTe, YTO MPOCUTE.

— DTO CTAHOBUTCS HaIlle! OOIIEH MTPUBBIYKOM.

— 3anumcu 0 KOPOJIEBCKUX AETAX ObUTH YHHUTOXCHBI.

— 3HauuT, HAUJEM TO, UTO UX YHUUTOKUIIO.

— HekoTopble JOKyMEHTHI HeJlb3s1 TPOYECTh, He 3aIlJIaTHB 32 3TO BOCHOMUHAHUEM.

— A HeKOTOpble JIIOAW YK€ Hayald TepsATh BOCIIOMUHAHUS, J1aXke HE 4MuTas JTOKYMEHTOB.
Jlymaio, Mbl MOXeM ce0e MO3BOJIUTh PUCKHYTh.

ApxuBapuyc MoJTyaJl.

Bepa marnyna k Hemy.

— BHI Benb 3HaeTe, riae UcKarb.

— 3Haro.

— Torpa xBaTut TSHYTh BpeMsl.

Crapuk ocMoTpes Ha JIeBOuKy, 3aTeM Ha Kasna. HakoHel oH Tskeno B31OXHYJI.

— Ectb onHO Mecto. CTapoe XpaHWIHITE O] 3araHbIM KPbUIoM JIBOpIia. OHO OBLIO 3aKPHITO
eiié npu Dasapae. Tam nepxaiiu 3arucH o TeX, Yb€ CYIIECTBOBAHUE KOPOJIb CUMTAIT HEKEJIaTeIbHbIM.
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— W BBI HUKOTJa HE MBITAIUCH TyAA MonacTh? — crpocuia Bepa.

— IlpITancs.

— Yro ciyuunnocs?

— $1 3a0bu1, 3a4eM TPUIIIEN.

Bepa He Haiuia, 4TO OTBETUTb.

ApxuBapuyc MOAHSII PyKY M yKa3asl Ha Y3KUI IIPOXOJ] MEXAY CTeJUIAKAMMU.

— 3a 3ToM /IBepPbI0 HAXOAUTCS JIECTHUIIA K BOTHOMY 3a1y. OTTy/1a MOXKHO BEPHYTHCSI B TOPO/,
a 3areM J100pathces 10 ABopia. Ho s MoikeH mpenynpeauTh Bac: eClu XPaHWIMIIE BCE eIme cyIe-
CTBYET, OHO HE TIO3BOJIUT OTKPBITh CBOM JIBEPH TOMY, KTO HE TOTOB Y3HATh IPaBAY.

— A ecau Mbl TOTOBBI?

— Toraa oo 3a0epéT y Bac TO, YTO Bbl CUUTAETE CAMBIM IICHHBIM.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— B takom ciyuae mycTth norpooyer.

[Tyt 0OpaTHO OKa3aJcs JJIMHHEE, YeM JI0pOra B apXUB.

Boambiii 3a71 ipeAcTaBisi cOO0M KPYITylo KaMepy, B IIEHTPe KOTOPON HAXOAUJICS HETITyOOKHIA
OacceitH. Boga B HEM Oblia coBepiieHHO Y€pHOI. Hu MOTONOK, HA CTEHBI HE OTPaXaIvCh HA MOBEPX-
HOCTHU — TOJIBKO JIMLIA TE€X, KTO CTOSLT y Kpasl.

Bepa yBuzena cBO€ OTpakeHHe U OCTAHOBUIIACH.

JIuto 6b110 e€ coocTBeHHBIM. BiiemHas koka, TEMHbBIe BOJIOCH, YcTaible T1aza. Ho crowmo e
MOPTHYTbh, KaK OTpak€HHe 3aIa3iblBajo Ha JOMIO CEKYHAbI.

Bepa nognsiia pyky.

OTpakeHre 0CTaIOCh HEMOABMKHBIM.

— He cMmotpu B Bogy, — nipeaynpenun ApXuBapuyc.

OHna nocnenrHo oTeesna B3IV,

— Yt0 Tam?

— To, 4to THI MOIJIa OBl BCTIOMHHUTb.

— A eciu 51 3axouy?

— Toraa Bona mokaxer Tede BOCIIOMUHaHKE, KOTOpoe Thl oTepsiiia. Ho He 06s13aTebHO TBOE.

Bepa nmocmortperna Ha 1eBOUKY.

— To1 yxe cmoTpena?

Ta kuBHYNA.

— 4 yBuzena matb. OHa cTosiia Ha Oepery U 3Baja MeHs. f momuia K Hel, HO BOJa cTana
ryoxe. Korma s moutu modpanack, OHa cKa3aja, 9To He Y3HAET MEHs.

— W 4ro TbI crienana?

— Bepnynace.

— Tlouemy?

JleBouka ocMoTpesia Ha He€ Tak, OyITO OTBET ObLT OYeBHU/ICH.

— IToTromMy 4TO OHa MEHS HE y3HaJa.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KAk BHYTPU YTO-TO CKAJIOCh.

Omna BipyT MOHsIA, YTO OOMTCS He camoro 3a0BeHust. He MycThIX CTpaHuIl, HE MCUYE3aI0IHX
MMEH M HEe TAMHCTBEHHOT'O CYIIIECTBA, KOTOPOE MOIJIO KUTh B Uy:KUX BOCTIOMUHAHMSIX.

Ona Gosiyiack OTHAX Bl BCTPETUTh MaTh M YBUJETh B €€ TJ1a3ax MyCTOTY.

Bosinack, uro Ta mocMoTpurt Ha He€, kak Kaanm cmotpen ceifuac, — 6e3 3710081, 0e3 kKeCTOKOCTH,
IIPOCTO HE y3HaBasl.

— Ham Hy)kHO uaTH, — CKa3aja OHa.

ApxuBapuyc IpOTSHYJ el HeOOBIIION CTEKIISTHHBIN (hJIaKOH.

BHyTpu muieckanach Karuisi Ipo3payHoi sKUAKOCTH.

— Yt0 310?
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— Bona u3 nepBoro konoana. Eciy mouyBeTByelb, 4To 3a0bIBaelllb, 3a9eM MPHIILIA, OTKPOU
(p1akoH 1 TPOM3HECH CBOE UMSI.

— U 310 nomoxet?

— Her. Ho THI X0TsI ObI HOMMELLD, YTO 3a0BEHNE HAYAIOCh.

Bepa nocmoTtpena Ha HEro ¢ HeI0BEPUEM.

— Bbl ymeere yremars.

— 4 e yremaro. { npegynpexuaio.

Ona yopana yiakoH B KapMaH.

— A ecnu g 3a0y/1y cOOCTBEHHOE MM ?

ApXuBapuyc He OTBETHUII.

U sToro okazanoch JOCTaTOYHO.

Bepa marnyna B 6acceiiH nmepBow.

Bona nogHsiiach e 40 MMKOJIOTOK, 3aTeM JI0 KOJIEH, HO He HaMmouuJIa ofesxay. [log Horamu He
ObLI0 THA. BMecTo KaMHS ONIyIanach yrpyras OBEPXHOCTh, OXOXasl HA HATSHYTYIO TKaHb.

Kasn Bomén cnenom.

JleBouka 3ajepxainach y Kpas.

— To1 upémn? — cnpocuia Bepa.

— $1 6010CH.

IT0 NMpU3HaAHUE NMPO3BYYAJIO TaK HEOKUJAHHO, 4TO Bepa He cpa3y Haluiach ¢ OTBETOM.

JleBouka cMOTpeJia Ha YEPHYIO BOAY, U €€ MAJIbIbI APOKAIIH.

— 4 Gorock, UTO ecnu mepeiay, To 3a0yay, Kak BhINIsAAeNa MaTh. bolock, 4To 3a0ymy, Kak
3By4as e€ Tojoc. A eciu 3a0y1y 3TO, UYTO OT MEHsI OCTaHEeTCs?

Bepa npotsnyna eii pyky.

— 4 "He mory oberiaTh, 9To MBIl HUYEro He notepsieM. Ho s Mory mooOemmars, 4To He MO3BOJTI0
TeOe MCUYe3HYTh MOJTUa.

JleBouka mocMoTpesa Ha €€ JIaJO0Hb.

— ToI Benp Jake He 3HAellb, KTO 4.

— 3Hato. ThI yesnoBek, KoTopoMy crpaniHo. [Toka aToro gocraTodHo.

Heckomnbko cekyH[ JeBOUKa Komebanach, a 3aTeM B3sij1a e€ 3a PyKy.

Bona coMkHynach Haji UX TOJIOBaMHU.

OHM BBHIIUTA U3 KOJIOAIIA TTOJ] CEPIM YTPEHHUM HeOOM.

BeiipxonbM ocTaBajicsi TAKUM 3Ke MYCThIM, Kak mpexje. JloMa cTosui ¢ pacriaxHyThIMU JBe-
PAMU, HAa OKHAX BUCEJH BBIIIBETIIIE 3aHABECKHU, a HA YJIUIaX He ObLJIO HU €AMHOTO CJieJa JyesioBeye-
CKOTO TIPUCYTCTBHUSI.

Ho Ttenepr Bepa 3amerunia 1o, 4ero He BUJIENA PaHbILIE.

Ha kax ol qepu BUcesa MaJieHbKas cepeOpstHast IyroBHIIa ¢ M300pakeHreM IJ1a3a.

Nx Obim gecsitku. COTHH.

OpaHu moTEeMHENU OT BPEMEHH, JIpyrue BBIIISAAEN HOBbIMU. Ha HEKOTOPBIX BUJHEIUCH UHU-
[IAJTBI, HA IPYTUX — KPOIIIeuHble 3HaKU, KOTopble Bepa He Moria pa3o0parh.

— Yt0 3107 — Ccnpocuiia oHa.

ApXuBapuyc BHIOpasICs U3 KOJIOALA TOCISTHIM U BHUMATEJILHO OCMOTPEIT YIUILY.

— Mertku.

— Ypn?

— Tex, Koro ropoj 3a0bL.

Bepa nomonuia k omkaiiimemy gomy. [TyroBuria Bucesna Ha pxkaBoM reosae. OHa KOCHYJach
€€ KOHUYMKOM MaJiblia, ¥ B TOJIOBE pa3jajics JETCKUI CMeX.

Ha mruoBenue nepes Hell BO3HUK MaJIb4MK JieT mecTr. OH cujies Ha Moy ¥ KaTWJI 1O JIOCKam
JePEBSHHYIO JIOMIAAKY. Psiiom cTosiia eHIMHa, Jiulia KoTopoil Bepa He cMoriia pasriisiieTh.

— Mama, — ckazan MaJIbuiK, — a Korja rara BepHETCs1?
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JKeHIHa ripucesia psaoM.

— Ckopo, MUIBIH.

— To1 obernraenib?

OHa He oTBeTUJIA.

Bocnomunanue ncyesso.

Bepa otraépHyna pyky.

— 3/1ech KUJIM JIIOAH.

— Ja, — ckazan ApxuBapuyc. — W Kaxaplil U3 HUX OCTaBUJI UMs1, KOTOPOE KTO-TO TMbITAJICS
COXPaHUTb.

— Kr0?

— ToT, KTO JXMBET B UMEHAX.

Bepa nmocMoTpesna Ha yauily, YCHIITaHHYIO cepeOpsTHBIMUA METKAMH.

— Tloyemy OH coxpaHseT UX, €CJIU caM CTUPAET JIIoJe?

— BosmoxHo, oH He cTupaet. Bo3amMoxHO, OH codupaer.

— 3auem?

— YTtoOBI OIHAK/IBI BEPHYTH BCE Cpasy.

Kasn Haxmypuics.

— DTO MOXOXE Ha TO, YTO MBITAJICS CAENIaTh DaBap/.

— Her, — BO3pa3zui ApxuBapuyc. — DaBapil XOTesa BEPHYTh TeX, Koro norepsut. OH 3Hal,
KOTO MINET. A 3TO CyIIECTBO COOMPAET UMEHa JIIofIEH, O KOTOPBIX HUKTO OoJIbIlie He TOMHUT. OHO He
3HAET, KOro Bo3ppaiaet. 1, BeposaTHO, eMy BCE PaBHO.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasA, Kak MO CIMHE MPOOEkKaT XOIO.

— Torna yTo NPOM30MIET, eciih OHO BEPHET UX BCeX?

— 4 He 3Hal.

— BBl CIMIIIKOM 4acTo 3TO TOBOPUTE.

— TloTomy YTO BBI CIMIIKOM YacTO 33JaéTe BOIIPOCHI, HA KOTOpPbIE HUKTO HE JIOJDKEH ObLI
OTBEYarh.

OHU MOKMHYJIM TOPOJI, KOTJIa COJIHIIE MOJHSIOCh HaJl TyMaHoM. [lopora K cTosuiie TSHYJIach
BJIOJIb PEKH, U BIIEPBbIC 3a BCE BpeMs Bepa 3aMeTniia, 9to Bojia TeYET B OOpaTHYIO CTOPOHY.

OHa oCcTaHOBUJIACh.

— Kaan, nocmorpu.

OH oGepHyJCs.

Peka nBuranace ot MOps K ICTOKY. Ha TOBEpXHOCTH TITBLIH JIUCThSI, BETKU U MaJIeHbKHE OeJbie
1IBETHI, KOTOPBIE HE MOIJIA PacTy B 3TO BpeMsi Toja.

— DTO HOPMaJIbHO? — CIIPOCKJI OH Y ApXxuBapuyca.

— Her.

— BbI x0T ObI MHOTJA OTBEUYaeTe YTO-HUOYIb OOHAAEKMBaoIIee?

— Korpa ectb OCHOBaHus.

Bepa npucena y 6epera v KOCHyJIach BOJIbI.

Omna yBuIena JECATKY JIUILI.

Crapuku, JeTy, KeHITUHbI, MyK4rHbl. OJTHY [JIaKaJId, IPyTUe CMEesUTUCh, TPEThbU CMOTPEIH Ha
He€ C BRIpakeHHEM, KOTOPOE HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIO MOHSTh. VX TyObl JBUTraInch O€33BYYHO.

3areM Bce Jila MOBEPHYJIUCh B OIHY CTOPOHY.

W 3aroBopusiit OTHOBPEMEHHO.

— IlomnM Hac.

Bepa ormarHynace.

Kasn cxBarun e€ 3a pyKy ¥ OTTalwI OT BOJBI.

— Yro TbI yBUzIENA?

OHa TsKeso Jplaia.
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— Jlopei.

— Kakwnx mopeii?

— Tex, koro 3a0bUIH.

ApxuBapuyc noosueHer.

— OHM He JOJIKHBI OBUTH ITPOCHYThCA.

— Tlouemy?

— Tlotomy 4TO eci MEPTBBIE HAUMHAIOT MIPOCUTD, YTOOBI MX IOMHUJIM, 3HAUYUT, KTO-TO yXKe

Hayaja 3216I/IpaTL aMAThb y JKUBBIX.

OH nocMOTpe1 Ha JIEBOUKY.
Ta cTosiyia HEMOABMIKHO, IMIsi/As HA peKy. Ha e€ 3amsicTbe Ternepb ocTaBaJIMCh TOJNBKO JIBa Kpac-

HBIX y3€JIKa.

— OpuH ucues, — Mpolientaia oHa.

Bepa noponua k Heil.

— Yrt0 3710 3HAUUT?

JleBouka MeJIJIeHHO MOJHsLIa TOJIOBY.

— $1 BcnoMHMIIa, YTO OHAXIBI ykKe ObLIa 3/1eCh.

— B Beiipxomnbme?

— Her. Ha 6epery stoii peku. Tosbko Torma oHa TeKjia B APYTyI0 CTOPOHY.
— Korga?

HeBouka nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— B TOT AeHb, KOrJa Tl IPUBET MEHS K KOPOJIIO.

Kasn 3actsun.

— 4] HuKOrga He MPUBOAMI TEOS K KOPOJIIO.

— Tbl He NIOMHUIIIB.

— 41 ObI He cTau. ..

OH 3amoiyait.

Bepa Buziena, Kak OH IMBITACTCS HAUTU B ceOe XOTh YTO-TO, UTO TIOATBEPAUIIO OBl MM OIPO-

BepIVIO cJIoBa AeBoukd. Ho mamsTh He oTBevyasia. TonbKo cepaiie Ouock nop pyoarikoi — xKHuBoe,
ySI3BUMOE, He CIIOCOOHOE 3alIUTUTD €r0 OT MPOIILIOTO.

— Yro npowusomnwio npu asope? — cripocuiia Bepa.
JleBouka MocMoTpesa Ha He€, U B €€ Ia3ax MOSBUIIOCh BhIpakeHUe, KoToporo Bepa npexae

HE BUJIEJIA.

Crola.

— 41 He 3Ha10. HO g momHIO, 4TO THI OBLIA TAM.

— A?

— TwI crosina psgom ¢ marepbio. Tl Obuta crapiie MeHsi. Ha TeGe Obl1o TEMHOE TUIaThe, a B

BOJIOCaxX — cepeOpsiHas 3akoska. Thl IUakaia v mpocuiia Koposisi He 3a0MpaTh MEHsI.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, 4TO 3eMJIsl YXOAUT Y HEE U3-T10[] HOT.

— 1 Hukorga He Obl1a TIpU JABOpE.

— 4 3Har0.

— Ortkyna?

JleBouKa OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJIACH €€ PYKHU.

— IToToMy 4TO IOTOM THI UCUESIA.

Bepa orcrynuna.

— Her. 4 ve ucuesana. 51 xuna B Huxaem ropoge. S pocia, yaunachk, paborana. Y MeHs Oblia

Martsb. ..

OHa ocekJiach.
JIuio marepu CHOBa YCKOJIB3HYJIO.
Ha stot pa3 Bepa He crajyia neITaTbCsl €0 BCIOMHMTb.
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Omna nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— Ham HyHO nonactb BO JBOPEIL.

— Jla, — OTBeTHUJI OH.

— W ecnu BBISICHUTCS, UTO s ISCTBUTEIIHHO ObLJIA YACTHIO STOW MCTOPUU, Thl PACCKAXEITh MHE
BCE, UTO y3Haelllb. [laxe eciu npaBja OKaKeTcsl yKaCHOU.

Kasn nonro cMotpen Ha HeE.

— Obemaro.

Bepa HeBOIbHO B3apOrHyIa.

— He Hapo.

— Yro?

— He naBaii obenianmii, KOTOPHIX HE CMOXEIIIb BHITIOIHUTb.

OH onycrui masa.

— Torna s ckaxy uHave. f mocrapaioch He CKpbIBaTh OT TeOs mpaBay. axe ecnu oHa Oyaer
KacaTbCsl MEHs CaMoro.

Bepa kuBHya.

370 OBUIO YECTHEeE.

OHM NPOOSIKUIN MY Th.

K nonynHio Briepean nmokasanuck Oantau cronuiibl. Ho yem Ovke OHYM MOIXOIUIIN, TEM CHJTb-
Hee Bepa omymana crpanHyio TpeBory. ['opos BbIIIsIIEN 3HAKOMBIM U OTHOBPEMEHHO uyxkuM. Ha
BOpPOTax He ObUIO KOpPOJNEBCKUX 3HAMEH. CTpakHUKHU CTOSUTM MOI4a, He oOpaiias BHUMaHUS Ha
MPOXOXKUX. A HaJ TJIAaBHOU OariHew pa3BeBasicst Y€pHBIN (hiar, kKotoporo Bepa HUKorga npexae He
BUZEA.

Ha ero monorHwmiIe ObUT BBIIIAT CePeOPsTHBIN TJIa3.

— Yro npousonio? — crnpocuia oHa.

ApXuBapuyc He OTBETHUII.

OHU NOZIONLIN K BOPOTaM.

CTpakHMK Iperpagui UM 10pory, NOAHSB KOIIbE.

— HazoBure ce0s1.

— Bepa Dcrens, — orBeTmia Bepa.

CTpakHMK HaxMypuics.

— Takoro MMeH! HET B CITUCKAX.

— Torpa 3anummre.

— 41 He Mory 3amucarh TO, Yero HE CYILECTBYET.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak BHYTPU BCE CKAIOCH.

— Yt0 BB UMeeTe B BULY?

CTpaKHMK OTKPBUI KHUTY YYETA U TIOBEPHYII €€ K HEW.

Ha crpanune ObutM nepedrciieHbl MMEeHa BCeX, KTO BOLIEN B CTOJIMILY 3a TOCJIECAHUE IHU.
Bepa yBuzena 3Hakomble hamuiny, Aathl, HoMeTku. Ho Mexay 1ByMs 3anicsiIMM OCTaBajach mycras
CTPOKa, OYATO KTO-TO BHIPBAJ U3 KHUTH LIEJIBIH JIUCT.

— 37ech A0KHO OBITh MOE UMsI, — CKa3aJla OHa.

— Bo3moxHO, Korma-To 1 ObLI0.

— 4 mpoxoauia yepes3 3T BOpOTa.

— 41 Bac He IOMHIO.

Bepa o6epuynach k Kaany.

OH cMOTpes1 Ha He€ ¢ TPEBOIOil, HO HE IMTPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA.

CTpasKHMK OITYCTHJI KOIbE.

— IIpoctute, rocrioxka. f He xoten Bac oouaeTb. Ho ecnu Baiie uMsi UCUe3/10 U3 CIHUCKOB, BaM
NPUAETCS OOPATUTBHCS B KAHIEIISPUIO.

— A 1z1e oHa?
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— Bo nBopre.

Bepa nocmortpena Ha u€pHbIN diar Haj OarHe.

— Torga Mbl UIEM TyAa.

CTpakHHK OTCTYITHJI, OCBOOOXKIast AOPOTY.

Korna oHu npoxoauan MUMO HEro, oH BAPYT OKJIMKHYJ Kasna:

— T'ocnonun!

Kasn obepHycs.

CTpaskHMK CMOTpEJI Ha HETO C HENOAAEIbHBIM YKacOM.

— Bbl... BBl BeJlb YMEpJIU.

Kasn mennieHHO Mooen K Hemy.

— Mb1 3HaKOMBI?

CrpaxHUK MOOIeTHE.

— Her. To ecTb... g He 3Ha0. I MoMHI0, Kak Bac XxopoHwd. [ToMHIO 3aKkpbITHIH Tpo0. [ToMHIO,
KaK KOpOJIb IPUKa3ajl He IPOU3HOCUTH Ballle M.

— Kakoii koponb? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

CTpaskHUK OTKPBUI POT.

W 3a6p11.

Ero muno crano mycteiM. OH OCMOTpes Ha COOCTBEHHYIO KHUTY, 3aTeM Ha KOIbE B pyKax,
CJIOBHO HE MOT TIOHSTh, KaK OKa3aJicsl y BOPOT.

— IIpoctute, — npodopmMoTai oH. — 1, Kaxkercs, ycTal.

Bepa cxBarwia Kasna 3a pyky.

— Ham HyxHO BHYTpb. Hemennenso.

OnHu nponum yepe3 BOpoTa U HAIIPaBUJIMCh K JIBOPLLY.

Ha nutomanm nepes HUM CTOsT OTPOMHBINM MaMATHUK. PaHbllie 371€ech BO3BbBILIANACH CTaTys
Sasapna Broporo, HO Tenepb €€ 3aMEeHMJI KaMEHHBII MIOCTaMEHT ¢ MYCTBIM MecToM HaBepxy. Ha
JIMIIEBOM CTOPOHE OBLIO BBHICEUEHO:

«KOPOJIb, YbE MM BBIJIO 3ABBITO, HE MOZKET BbITh BO3BPAIIIKH».

[Ton HaAMMCBHIO KTO-TO HAllapanaj TPy CJIOBA.

«OH BCE EINIE CJIVIIIAET».

Bepa ocranoBMIIaCh.

— MBbI JOJKHBI OBLITM OCTAThCSl B ApXHBE, — TUXO CKa3ajia OHa.

— Tlouemy? — cripocun Kass.

OnHa nocmoTtpesia Ha JBOpell, Ha YEPHBIN iar U Ha MyCTON MOCTaMEHT.

— [loromy uTO, KaxkeTcs, HaC yKe kK JIaJlu.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT BCe KOJIOKOJIA CTOJIMLIBI YIAPUIA OGHOBPEMEHHO.

Ha 3T0T pa3 HUKTO He 3a0bUT UMSI.

3a0buTn JIUTIA.

Jlionu Ha TUIONIAM OCTAHOBMIIMCH, OOEPHYJIMCh IPYT K APYTY M HadyalIu Kpudarth. Matepu He
y3HaBaIM Jeteil. Myxkbs cMOTpeau Ha kEH, CJIOBHO BUAEIM UX BrHepBble. CTapuKM XBaTaJuCh 32
TOJIOBBI, TIHITASICh BCTIOMHUTH COOCTBEHHBIE OTPaKEHUS.

Bepa yBuzena, kak JeBouka psoM C Hell 3aKpblia I71a3a.

OnvH U3 IByX OCTaBIIMXCSl KPACHBIX Y3€JKOB JIOIHYJI.

U neBouka npoienTana:

— ¢ BcrmoMHMIIa, KTO OBbLT HAIIIUM OTIIOM.

OHa OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a ¥ MOCMOTpeJia Ha IMyCTOM MOCTAMEHT.

— D10 OBUT HE DIBap/.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasA, Kak MO KOXe MPoOeKal JIeAsTHON XOJOI.

— Torna kto?

JleBouka OTBETHJIA HE Cpasy.
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Korpa ona 3aroBopuia, €€ roiaoc CTajl COBCEM TUXHUM.

— YenoBek, KOTOPOTO KOPOJIb OOSIJICS OOJbIIEe CMEPTH.

W Han HUMU, Ha caMoU BBICOKOU OalltHe JBOPIIA, PACHaxHYJI0Ch OKHO.

B TemHOTE 3a CTEKJIOM KTO-TO CTOSL.

Bricokuii, HETTOABUKHBINA CHITYIT.

OH MOgHS PYKy Y HMPUIOKIII TAJIel] K ryoam.

Bepa He cMoria pasmisiieTs ero Juia.

Ho Ha ero pyke CBEpKHYJIO KOJIbIIO C YEPHBIM KaAMHEM.

I'naBa 6

Konokona 3aMommyasu, HO TUIOIIAAb MPOAOIIKaia KpUyaTh.

Bepa HuKoOrza He cibliana CTOMbKO YeT0BEYECKOro cTpaxa oqHoBpeMeHHO. OH MmogHuMacs
HaJl MOCTOBOW XPHUIUIBIMU TOJIOCAMHM, CPHIBAJICSI HAa JNETCKUU TUIad, TpeBpaiiaics B OecCBA3HbIC
Borpockl. Jltoau XBataiu ApPYr Apyra 3a IJIeud, 3arjisablBaId B JIMIA OJM3KUX, Ha3bIBAJIM UMEHA,
CJIOBHO MOTJIH yZIepKaTh MCUE3AI0NIYI0 PeabHOCTh OMHUM TOJIBKO 3BYKOM.

— Mama? — Kkpuyasa JeBOYKa B KpACHOM MaJIbTO, TPSCS KEHIMHY 32 pyKy. — Mawma, 310
s! [TocmoTpu Ha MeHs!

JKenmmHa cMoTpesna Ha He€ ¢ yKacoM.

— Kro 161? OTniycru mens!

MautbuuK JIeT IeCATH MBITAJICS YAepKaTh 32 PyKaB CTAPUKA, KOTOPBINA OTTAJIKUBAT €ro, MOBTO-
pss, 9YTO HUKOT/IA He BUJIEN 9TOro pedEHKa. Mosooi My KYMHA yrall Ha KOJICHHU TIOCPeH TUIOMIAIN
Y TIPUHSLJICS OUIYyNBIBaTh COOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO, OYATO Ha/IesJiCsl OOHAPYKUTh HA HEM IMOJCKA3KY, CITO-
COOHYIO BEpHYTh €My CamMoro ceosl.

Bepa He mMoria oTBeCTH B3IIISAA.

Omna Bufena, Kak JIOOW TePSIOT He MPOCcTo BocroMuHaHus. OHM Tepsiii TIPaBO ObITh 3HAKO-
MBIMU JIpYT Apyry. VX o0Imast ;ku3Hb pacriaiaiach Ha OTJeJIbHbIC, OSCCBA3HbIC HU, M HUKTO yKe He
MOT JJOKa3aTh, YTO KOIJA-TO JIIOOW, 3a00TUIICS, KA.

— Hawm HyxHO BO 1BOpell, — CKa3aJia OHa.

— ToI BUgEna, yro npousonwio? — crnpocui Kas.

— Bupena.

— W Bc€ paBHO Xouellb UATH Ty/Aa, OTKYJa 3TO HAYaJI0Ch?

— OCc0OeHHO MO3TOMY.

OH nocMoTpen Ha He€ ¢ paspakeHueM, KOTopoe ToKa3anoch Bepe mouTu pomHbIM.

— BrI Bcerna Tak nocrynaere?

— Kak?

— Besxute HaBcTpedy OMacHOCTH, J1aXe He BhISICHUB, UTO OHA COOOM MPeCTaBIIsET.

— Her. MHorpa s cHavyasia pyraxoch.

— W 310 nmomoraet?

— Mmue — ga. OcTajibHBIM TPUXOAUTCS TEPIETh.

Kasn enBa 3aMeTHO ycMexHYJCS, HO TYT ke mnocepbe3nesn. OH orisiielN TIoniapb, MbITasch
HAWTU UCTOYHUK TPOMCXOASAINIEro. B ero JBMkeHHAX elé CoXpaHsIach MPUBBIYHAS COOPAHHOCTD
YeJsloBeKa, KOTOPBIN KOTJa-TO OTBeYas 3a dykue cMeptd. OIHaKO Termepbh OH He MOT IoJlaraThCsl Ha
npexHo crty. OH ObUT CMEPTHBIM, a €r0 TAMSTh OCTaBajlach U3PAHEHHOM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BHIPBAJI
13 HEE camMble Ba)KHBIE CTPAHMIIBI.

— Tol 10TKEH IepKaThes psiioM, — cKazana Bepa.

— Tlouemy?

— [oTtoMy YTO TBI TOJBKO YTO 3a0BUT MEHsI, TIOTOM BCIIOMHMJI, & 3aTeM CHOBa 3a0bul. S He
XOUy MPOBEPSTh, CKOJIBKO Pa3 3TO MOXKET MOBTOPHUTHLCS, MPEXIe YeM Thl HAYHENIh CUMTATh MEHS
MOJJO3PUTESIHON HE3HAKOMKOM C IypPHBIM XapaKTepPOM.

— B03M0XkHO, BH U €CTh MMOJO3pPHUTE/IbHAS] HE3HAKOMKA C IyPHBIM XapaKTepOM.
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— Bor Buaumis? [porpecc. Yike noutu y3Haélib MeHs.

Kasn mocmotpesnn Ha He€ BHUMaTe IbHEe.

— 41 ve nmomu10 Bac, Bepa. Ho, Korjia Bbl TOBOpUTE, MHE KQXETCs1, UTO I JOJKEH ObLUT OBI ITOM-
HUTb.

Omna He oTBeTUIIA.

Bepa 6osutack mMeHHO 3TOro. He mojHOro ucye3HoBeHus, a OCTaTKOB — KPOIIEYHBIX OCKOJI-
KOB YyBCTBa, KOTOPbIE MOIJIM COXPAHUTHCS B HEM IOCTIE TOTO, KaK MaMsTh ObUla YHHUTOXKeHa. OHU
JaBaJIM HAZIEKy U TYT Ke IPUUMHSIIN O0JIb, TIOTOMY YTO He 00€IaIi HU4ero, KpoMe HOBBIX MOTEPb.

— Torga He mpITalicss BCNOMUHATD, — MPOU3HECTIa OHA HakoHell. — [TpocTo cMoTpH, 4TO ITpo-
UCXOJIUT ceiyac.

— DTO coBeT WK MpUKa3?

— Penxwuii ciyyaii, korjaa g cama He 3Halo.

OHM IBUHYJIUCH K ABOPILY.

ApxuBapuyc IIEN BIIEpean, He O AbIBasACh. [leBouka aepxaiack psaaoM ¢ Bepoi, u Ta 3ame-
THJIA, YTO €€ cepeOpsIHbIe BOJIOCHI CTaJIM MOYTH OesbiMu. Ha 3amsicthe ocTasncst OvH KPaCHBIH Y3€JIOK.
JIBa Apyrux Ucye3iu, CJIOBHO UX HUKOI/IA HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.

— Tel uyBcTBYeIIb cedst Xyxe? — cripocuia Bepa.

— Her.

— He nru.

— 4 "e ary. S npocTo He 3Hal, YTO YYBCTBYIO.

JleBouka nocMoTpesna Ha JTIo[ei, METaBIIMXCS 1O TUIOLIA/IH.

— Kora rcues nepBblii y3eJI0K, s BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO Yy MeHs1 Oblia cectpa. Korma ncues Bropoit
— BCIIOMHMIIA OTIA. Ternepp s IOMHIO, YTO OH CJIesIall C HaMHU.

— Yro umeHHO?

— OH paznenun Hac.

— Koro?

— Hac ¢ To6oi.

Bepa ocranoBuIIach.

JleBouKa TOxe OCTaHOBWJIACh, HO HE TIOBEPHYJIACh K HEM.

— ¢1 He 3HAaI0, KaK 3TO OOBSCHUTH, — MPOAOJIKIIIA OHA. — BOCIOMUHAHY S TPUXOAST KyCKaMU.
WHorna s BUKy KOMHaTy, MHOT/IA CIIBIILY rosioca. MIHorna MHe KaxeTcs, UTo 51 TPOKUIIa HEJTyI0 KU3Hb,
a MOTOM [TOHMMAIO, YTO TIOMHIO TOJIBKO OIVH JIEHb.

— Tbl TOBOPHIIIL O TOM, YTO MBI OBUTH CECTPaMU?

— Jla.

— W T8I yBepeHa, 4To 3TO HE JI0)KHOE BOCIIOMUHAHUE ?

JleBouka mokavaja rojloBOu.

— Her. Ho s yBepeHa, 4Tto OHO MOE.

Bepa xotena 3a1aTh €€ OQUH BONPOC, HO APXUBAPUYC PE3KO MOAHST PYKY.

— Tume.

OHU OCTaHOBWJIUCH Y IIIMPOKOTO MEPEKPECTKA Nepeji JBOPIIOBHIM MOCTOM.

Ha nipoTrBONONIOXKHON CTOPOHE CTOST YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM ILIanie. Ero Jmio ckpelBaji Karo-
IIIOH, a PyKU OBUTH CIIOkeHbI Tiepe]] co0oi. OH He IBUTAJICS, He TMBITAJICS IPUBJIEYb UX BHUMaHKE U,
Ka3aJI0Ch, COBEPILIEHHO HE 3aMeyall Xaoca Ha IO IH.

Bepa y3Hana KosblLo Ha €ro najbLe.

UYeépHblii KaMEHb.

— DT0 OH, — TpolIenTaa JeBOUKa.

ApxuBapuyc nooieHes.

— Her. He moxeT ObITb.

— Tl 3Haenb ero? — crnpocuia Bepa.
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— 41 3Ha10 KOJIBLIO.

— A yenoseka?

Crapuk Me/JIEeHHO NOKa4aJl TOJI0BOM.

— Her.

— YI[I/IBI/ITCHLHO, KaK 4acCTO 3JE€Chb BCTPEYAIOTCA JIIOAW, KOTOPLIX HHUKTO HE 3HACT, HO BCC

oosTcH.

YesioBek B YEPHOM ILJIAILE TTOJHSII TOJIOBY.

Bepa He yBuena ero jimia, HO NOYYBCTBOBAIA, YTO OH CMOTPUT IPSIMO Ha HEE.

3areM OH 3aroBOPHUIL.

— Bepa Dcrenb.

Ero rosnoc npo3Byyasn HETpOMKO, OIHAKO OHa YCJIbIIIaia Kax)J0e CJI0BO CKBO3b KPUKH, IUIay

W IIYM TOJIIIBI.

Kasn marnyn nepes Hei.

— He otBeuaii, — ckazan ApxuBapuyc.

— Tlouemy? — cnipocuia Bepa.

— IMoTomy uTO OH Ha3Bas TeOsI.

— Mens# 1 6e3 TOro Bce Ha3hIBAIOT.

— He Taxk.

YestoBEK CHOBA MPOU3HEC €€ UMS:

— Bepa Dcreib.

Ha st0T pa3 ona no4yBCcTBOBAJIA, KAK YTO-TO BHYTPH OTKJIMKHYJIOCh. He mamaTh, He crpax —

CKOpee BHe3aIrHoe y3HaBaHue, OyTO OHa YCJIbIIana COOCTBEHHBIN IOJIOC, IPO3BYYABIIHNIA U3 YYKOTO

pra.

— Kr0 BBI? — KpHKHYJIa OHA.

ApXuBapuyc cXBaTUJ €€ 3a PyKY.

— 4 mpocun 1e6s1 He OTBevaTh!

Ho 6bu10 no3aHo.

YeioBeK B YEPHOM ILIAILE MEJIEHHO CHSUI KAITIOIIOH.

[lepen HUMMU CTOSUT My>KUMHA JIET MATUIECITH, C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMM, TPOHYTBIMU CE/IMHOM, U

JIMLIOM, Ha KOTOPOM BpeMsI OCTaBUJIO CJIeJbl YCTAJIOCTH, HO HE CTApOCTH. Y HEro ObUTU MpaBUIIbHbIC
YepThl, TOHKHE I'yObl ¥ CTIOKOMHBIE IJ1a3a YeJIOBeKa, MPUBBIKIIIETO K TOMY, YTO OKPYKAIOIIUE BHIITOI-
HSIIOT €ro MPOChOBI eMIE O TOro, KaK OH 3aKOHYUT TOBOPHUTH.

Bepa ne 3Hana ero.

U BcE ke, Korma oH NOCMOTPEJT Ha HEE, Y HEE BO3HUKIIO KeJIJaHUE OTCTYIUTh.

He u3 crpaxa nepen yrpo3oii. U3 crpaxa nepen nmpaBJioi.

— Mens 30ByT Dnmac, — ckazasl MyX4YMHa. — XOTs, BEPOSATHO, Thl HUKOTJa HE CJIbIIIAJA

9TOro MMEHHU.

JleBouka u3gana KOPOTKUil, CIaBIEHHbIN 3BYK.

— Orrer. ..

Dnuac nepeBen Ha He€ B3IJIS/L.

— 31paBCTBYH, OUTS.

Omna oTcTynuia, HATKHYBIIUCH Ha Bepy.

— Her, — npomenrana ona. — Her, Thl He MOXellTb ObITh 371€Ch.

— Touemy? — cripocut MyxkuuHa. — Pa3Be s He oOemast Tede, YTO OTHAXKIBI MBI BCTPETUMCS

cHoBa?

— ThI ckazait, uto MeHs OoJblie He Oyaer!

— ¢ ckazas, 4To HUKTO HE CMOXET TeOs HAWTH.
— To1 3a6pan Mo€ nms!

DJMac He CTajl OTPUIATh.
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— Jla.

Bepa nouysctBoBasia, kak Kasn Hanpsrcs psiiom ¢ Hel.

— YT0 BHI C HeW czieaiu? — CIpOCKJI OH.

Myx4rHa BHUMATEIBHO ITOCMOTPEJ Ha HETO.

— Kasn Beiip. IMocnennmii nanad. YenoBek, KOTOPBIA OTHAXK/IBI PEIHJI, YTO CIIOCOOEH 00Ma-
HYTb CMEPTb.

— ¢1 Gosblie He Masay.

— Pasymeercs. Tol otnan 1o, uTo fenano Teds GeccMepTHBIM. U Teneph XOQUIIb 10 3eMJle,
KakK JII0OOM IPYroi YejioBeK, YBePEHHBIN, UTO CMEPTHOCTb CHIEJIACT €ro JIydIlie.

— ¢ He yBepeH HU B 4éM, — oTBeTH1 Kasn. — Ho no kpaitHeit Mepe Teriepb MOHUMAIO, YTO
3a CBOM MOCTYIKU MPUIETCS] OTBEYATh.

Ha nuuie Dnmaca nosiBusiach TeHb YIIBIOKH.

— ThI Bcerma ObLT XOPOIII B KPACUBHIX CJIOBax. JKalib, YTO MaMsATh Y TeOsI OKa3aiach XyKe.

Kasn nobnennern.

— Brl 3Haere, 4T0 g 320117

— 3Halo, YTO ThI 320bLT ropasio OoJIbIle, YeM JTyMaellb.

Dnuac nepeBeén B3MIAA Ha Bepy.

— A THI, TIOXO%e, BCE eI 3a1aéIb BOMPOCH, HA KOTOPhIe TeOe He ClIeIyeT 3HATh OTBETHI.

— A BBI, [TIOXOXe€, BCE EILE CUUTAETE, YTO MOKETE PEIIaTh 3 IPYIUX, YTO UM CJIEIYET 3HATh.

— 41 He pemato 3a Tebs. S mpITalCh He 1aTh TeOe COBEPIIUTD TY Xke OIMOKY, UYTO U TBOSI MaTh.

Bepa 3amepna.

— Y0 BHI cKazayn?

— Tsost Math xoTena crnactu Bcex. OHa Bepuiia, YTo JIOOOBb CIIOCOOHA ylepXKaTh YesloBeKa
B MUpe, Jake KOrja caM MUpP OTKa3blBaeTCsl TPU3HABATh €ro CyllecTBOBaHUe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHa
MoTepsijia BCE, UTO MbITANIACh COXPAHUTb.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, Kak B rpyAu MOJHUMAETCSI THEB.

— BbI He umeeTe rpaBa rOBOPUTH O HEW.

— Bo3moxHO. Ho 3T0 He caennaer Mou c10Ba MEHee MPaBIBbIMHU.

— BbI 3Ha/M €€?

Dnuac MocMoTpesI Ha He€ MOYTH C HEXKHOCTBIO.

— Jlyuine, yeM Tbl MOXeEIIb MTPEICTaBUTb.

Bepa marnyna Bnepén, Ho Kasan yaepxai e€ 3a pyky.

— He Hamo, — THUXO cKa3aJI OH.

— OH 3HaeT MO0 MaTb.

— VMeHHO 03TOMY HE CTOUT MO3BOJISATh EMY YIIPABJISATh PAa3rOBOPOM.

DMMac ycblan ux.

— Tl BcE emi€ nelTaenibes e€ 3ammmarb, Kasan? Jlaxke He MOMHSA, KTO OHA?

— 4 3amminaio yesnoBeKa, KOTOPbIiA CTOUT MEPE0 MHOM.

— Kak 6maropogno. U kak GecrionesHo.

MyxurHa ciesan mar K HAM.

ApxuBapryc HEMEIJICHHO BCTaJl Mekay HUM u Bepori.

— Tsl HE UMeelTb MpaBa 3/1eCh HAXOAUTHCS.

Dnuac MocMoTpesI Ha CTapuKa.

— A TBI BC€ emé NpUTBOPSIEIIbCS, YTO APXUB MPUHALICKHUT TeOe?

— OH NpuHAJIEKUT TeM, Ybd UMEHA B HEM XPaHSTCS.

— Torna nouemy Thl HE MOMHMIIIL TIOJIOBUHBI U3 HUX ?

ApxuBapuyc nooieHes.

Drmac npOIOIKUI:
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— CKOJIbKO UMEH THI MIOTEPSIT 32 TIocieTHue CTO JieT? CKOJIBKO JTIOJeH UCUe3Io MPSIMO y TeOs
Ha ra3ax? Tel Ha3bIBaelb ceOst XpaHUTENIEM, HO XPaHHIIh TOJTBKO COOCTBEHHYIO TPYCOCTb.

— 3amomyu.

— Tbl MOT OCTaHOBHUTH MeHSI. MOT' OTKPBITh XpaHWJIMIIE, TIOKa KOPOJb emeE OblT kuB. Mor
ckazaThb npasay Kasmy, korjma ToT npuién k Tede 3a momortipio. Ho Tl Ipeanovén crpsaTaTbes cpeau
KHHT U KJaTh, IIOKa BCE 3aKOHYUTCS caMO COOOM.

ApxuBapuyc gpoxa.

Bepa Hukorna He Bujiena ero Takum. [laxe nepes 4u€pHOUM KHUTOM, 1aXke KOTIj1a ucue3aiv MMeHa,
OH COXPaHsUJI CIIOKOMCTBHE YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBI JaBHO MPHHSIT cOOCTBeHHOE Oeccrutne. Terneph xe
Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO DJIMaC OAHUM Pa3rOBOPOM Pa3pyIlIX TO HEMHOTO€, YTO YAEPKHUBAJIO €ro Ha HOrax.

— Tsl He 3Haelb, YTO MPOU30IILI0, — MPOU3HEC CTAPUK.

— ¢ 3Ha10 BCE, UTO THI IBITACIILCA 3a0bITh.

Drnumac noBepHyJics K Bepe.

— TwI x0uemb 3HaTh, KTO A7

— Jla.

— 41 GBI YeTIOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY KOPOJIb TOBEPUJI COXPAHHUTH TO, UTO HEJIb3s1 OBLIO COXPAHUTD.
S1 6bUT Ipyrom TBOEH MaTepu. S ObLT TeM, KTO TBITAJICS YAePKaTh KOPOJIEBCKYIO CEMBIO OT pacraja,
Korja aBapy pelmi, 4T0 CMEPTh — BCETO JIUIIb OIMMOKA, KOTOPYIO MOXHO UCIIPABUTH.

— U BBI HE cMoOTIH.

— Her.

BriepBbie B rosnioce Dnuaca npo3Byyaia yCTajloCThb.

— $1 He cmor. Ho s Hammén crnoco® ucrpaBuTh MOCIACTBUS.

— BpI 3a0panu nMs y 1eBouKku, — ckaszasia Bepa.

— 4 cnipsaran ero.

— 3T0 OOHO U TO Xe?

— JIn1s1 TOro, Koro uieT TOT, KTO KMBET B UMEHaX, — Jia.

— A g He€?

Dnuac MocMoTpesI Ha IEBOUKY.

— Jlns1 He€ 3TO CcTajI0 €AUHCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM BBIKHTb.

— Bbl Moy cipocuTh €€, XOUEeT JIM OHAa TAKOM JKU3HHU.

— OHa Obl1a peOEHKOM.

— W 4to? D10 1aBajo BaM MpaBo pemiaTh 3a Hee?

— 1 6bLI €€ OTLIOM.

— 31O HEe OTBeT.

Drmac A0JIro MoTJall.

— Her, — HakoHe1 npousHéc oH. — He nasasio.

Bepa He oxumana takoro otBera. OHa MPUTOTOBUIIACH CIIOPUTh, OOBUHSATH, TPeOOBATh 00BSIC-
HEHUI, HO MPU3HAHUE MTPO3BYYANIO CIIUIIIKOM MPOCTO. B HEM He OBUIO HU MOMBITKY ONPABAATLCS, HU
JKeJIaHU S 3aCITyKUThb MPOIIEHNE.

ToJbKO yCTANIOCTB.

U BCE ke 3T0 HUYEro He MEHSIO.

— BsI roBopuTe, uTO criacanu e€. Ho Tenepb oHa He 3HaeT COOCTBEHHOTO UMEHH, He TIOMHUT
JeTCTBA M OOUTCS JJake MPOU3HECTH TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh y He€ B MaMsATH. DTO U €CTh Ballle criaceHue?

— Her. D10 ero nexa.

— Torna BHI 3ar1aTHUIIN HE CBOEW LIEHOM.

DmMac NoCMOTpeEIT Ha Hee.

— VIMeHHO MO3TOMY $1 TO3BONIWIT TeOe HAWUTU MEHS.

Kasn pe3ko noaHsn ronosy.

— Yro?
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— BpuI 00a uinere otBeThl. Bepa xo4eT y3HaTh, oueMy TepsieT namsTh 0 MaTepu. Thl XOuelb
y3HaTh, oYeMy 3a0bLT JEBOUKY. A OHa XOUeT BEpHYTb CBOE UMsL. Sl MOTY ITOMOYb BaM BCEM.

— U gero BB notpedyere B3ameH? — cripocuia Bepa.

Anuac ynpIOHyCs.

— HaxoHen-To npaBuIibHbII BOIPOC.

OH nogHsAN pyKy € YEPHBIM KOJIBLIOM.

Kamenb BHyTpH onpaBbl ObUT He YEPHBIM, KaK MIOKA3aJI0Ch U3/1aieKa. B ero rimyOuHe qBuranach
KpoIIIeYHasl CBEeT/Iasi TOUKa, OX0XKasi Ha 3Be3/ly, OTPAXEHHYIO B O€3I0HHOM BOJIE.

— $1 He XO4y HU Balllei KpOBH, HHU BallIUX JKU3HEHN, — MPOU3HEC Dnmac. — MHe HyKHO, YTOOBI
Bbl OTKPBUIM XPaHWUJIMILE M0, 3aMaJHbIM KPBUIOM JBOPIIA.

ApxuBapuyc pe3Ko MOBEpPHYJICS K HEMY.

— Her!

— TwI 3HAEIIB, YTO TaM.

— Tam HeT Hu4ero, Kpome pa3pyLEeHHBIX 3alUCEN.

— Torma Te6e Heuero 60AThCA.

— ThI JIKELID.

Dnuac He cTajl OTBEYaTh.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha ApxuBapuyca.

— YT0 HaXOAMUTCS B XpaHUIHILE?

Crapuk 3aKkpbli [J1a3a.

— 3anuch 0 poXkJIeHUHU NOCeIHeN gouepy KoposeBbl CepeduHbl.

JleBouka CyJOpOKHO BAOXHYJIA.

— Mo¢ ums?

— Bo3moxHO, — oTBeTr1 ApxuBapuyc. — Ho He TOJIbKO OHO.

— Yro eme?

— Hcropus Toro, noueMy €€ uMs npuuuioch cupArars. M kro ornan ero Kasmy.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaIa, Kak cepile 3a0uiock ObicTpee.

— BHI ckazanm, 4To MM OTAAIM BMECTO €€ UMeHHU. YTOo 3TO 3HAUnuT?

ApXuBapuyc OTKpbLUI I71a3a.

— Kaan He mpocto 3a0bu1 1eBouKy. Korna-To oH cornacuiics crath XpaHuteseM e€ umend. OH
JOJKeH ObUT TIOMHHUTD €€ 3a BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX, TIOKA MUP HE CMOXET IMPHUHATH €€ CYIeCTBOBAHHE.

— 4 cornacuncsa? — cnpocun Kasn.

— Jla.

— Tloyemy s1 3TOr0 HEe MOMHIO?

— Ilotromy uTO, KOrzIa THI OT/ATT CBOIO CMEPTh, BMECTE C HEW MCU€3JIa U YacThb KJISTBBI, CBSA3bI-
BagIllell Te0s ¢ AeBoUKoi. Ho ums ocrayioch 3amepTsiM B IPYTOM MecCTe.

— B xpanunmine, — poraganace Bepa.

ApXuBapuyc KUBHYIL

DJMac ormycTuI pykKy.

— Wmenno. Ecnu MBI OTKpOeM ero, IeBOUKa CMOXeT BepHYTh cede ums. Ho ectb omHa mpo-
Onema.

— Kakasa? — cripocuna Bepa.

Myx4rHa IOCMOTpEIT Ha HEE.

— XpaHWJIHIIE OTKPOETCS TOJIBKO TOI/A, KOrJa MOCIEAHsIs 104b HA30BET UMS MIEPBOIL.

JleBouka mooseaHeNa.

— Ho s He 3Ha10 €€ umMeHu.

— 3Haerib, — oTBeTUI Dnmac. — [IpocTo rnmoka He MOMHHMUIIIb.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaia, Kak y He€ MepecoxJyio BO PTy.

— Kakoe oTHo1IeHHE 3TO UMEeT KO MHe?
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Dnuac He oTBeTUI cpa3y. OH cMOTpell Ha He€ Tak, CJIOBHO BUJIEN HE TOJIBKO €€ JIMIIO, HO U BCE,
YTO OBLJIO CIIPATAHO 32 HHM.

— Tl 3apaéiis HenpaBUIbHBINA Bopoc, Bepa.

— Torna 3apaiiTe npaBUILHBIN.

— He «kakoe OTHOILIEHHE 3TO UMEET KO MHE», a «II0YEMY Thl 10 CUX IOp KUBa».

Ha mutomaam crano tuxo.

Bepa ycnbimana, Kak re-To Ha Kphbllie XJIoNHya JBepb. [IoToM Hasi ropogoM npoHEccs IOphIB
BETpa, XOTs JIUCThSI HA JIEPEBbSIX OCTABAIMCH HETIOIBHKHBIMU.

— Yro BbI XOTUTE CKa3aTh? — CHPOCUJIA OHA.

— TBos MaTh ymepsia MHoro JieT Ha3ajl. [1o kpaiiHeil Mmepe, Tak 3alMcaHoO B TOPOACKUX KHUTaX.
Ho b1 nomuauis €€ ronoc. Tl MOMHUIIE €€ PyKU. Thl IOMHUILB I0M, B KOTOPOM Bblpocia. 1 Bcé
€ HEe MOKeEIIb BCOMHUTD €€ JIMLIA.

Anuac caenan mar Onmxe.

— [loromy uTO JIM1I0, KOTOPOE Thl TOMHMUILIb, HUKOIIA HE TPUHA/LJIEKAIO TBOEH MaTEepH.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaia, Kak MUpP BOKPYI HEE€ KauHYJICS.

— Bul mkéTe.

— 1 651 XOTEI, YTOOBI 3TO OBLIO JIOKBIO.

— Kro Toraa 611 Moeii Matepbio?

Dnuac MocMoTpesI Ha IEBOUKY.

— Ta, KTO ponua Bac 0Oeux.

Bepa He cMmorya BIOXHYTb.

JleBouka 3aKkpblia poT JIaJOHBIO.

Kasn cnenan mar k Bepe, HO OHa oTcTynuia.

— Her, — npomenTana ona. — Her. 4 3Ha10 cBoto Marts. S momHI0 €€ ronoc. f noMmHIo, Kak
OHa...

Ona 3amoiyana.

Bocnomunanue o pykax, 3amaxe TpaB M TEIJIOM rojoce BHE3AIMHO MOKa3aIoch el uyxkum. He
JIO’KHBIM — MMEHHO 4y’KHMM, CJIOBHO OHA BCIO )KM3Hb HOCHJIA B ce0e aMsTh JPYroro YesoBeKa v HU
pa3y He yCOMHWIACh B €€ MPUHAJIEKHOCTH.

— Kro Obina xeHImmHa, KoTopast MeHs1 BeipacTuiia? — cripocuia Bepa.

— Ta, KTO cornacuiach AaTh Te0e KU3Hb, KOrJJa MUP OTKA3aJICS IIPU3HATH TBOE POXKICHHE.

— Tlouemy?

Dnuac OTBEN B3IJIS.

— TMotomy uto omHa u3 novepeirt CepedrHbl HOKHA ObUIA KCYE3HYTh, YTOOBI Apyrast Morjia
OCTaThCHl.

Bepa nmocmorpena Ha 1€BOUKY.

Tenepb oHa 3ameTnia cxoacTBO. He B ueprax jimiia — OHM OCTaBajIMCh Pa3HbIMU, — a B BbIPA-
’KEHWH I71a3, B TOM, KaK JIeBOYKA UYyTh HAKJIOHsJIa FOJIOBY, KOT/Ia CIIylllasa, B €Ba 3AMETHOM JIBUKe-
HUM TYO repest TeM, Kak MPOU3HECTH TPYIAHOE CJIOBO.

OHna He XoTesa BEpUTb.

Ho rne-to riry0oKo BHYTpH yXke 3Haja, YTO YCIbIIANa MpaBIy.

— K0 13 Hac pomkeH ObUT cue3HyTh? — crpocuia Bepa.

Dnuac He OTBETUIL.

3a ero C1HON pacnaxHyJIMCh JBEPU JBOPIIA.

Ha BepxHeil cTyrneHu CTosiyia KeHIIMHA B JUTMHHOM TEMHOM IU1aThe. E€ Bosmockl Obutn ceped-
PSIHBIMH, a JIUIO — OJIeHBIM, CJIOBHO OHa MHOTO JIET MIpoBeJia B KOMHaTe 0e3 OKoH. B pyke oHa
Aepkaia MaJIeHbKYI0 cepeOpsIHYI0 MyTOBHILY ¢ M300pakeHHEM IJiasa.

Bepa He y3Haua e€.

Ho neBouka psoM ¢ Hell ynasia Ha KOJIEHHU.
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— Mama. ..

JKeHiMHa mocmMorpesna Ha Hee, 3ateM Ha Bepy.

B e€ razax He ObUIO yIUBIICHUS.

Tonbko OeckoHevHast mevalb.

— Bu1 00e 10o7KHBI ObUTH 320BITh MEHSI, — CKa3asla oHa. — [loyeMy e BBI IO CHX IOp
nomMHure?

I'naBa 7

JKenmmHa crosiyia Ha BEpXHeW CTYIeHH ABOPLIOBOTO KPbUIbIIA, U TYMaH OOXOIMII €€ CTOPOHOM.

OH cT1as1cs Mo KaMHSM, LETUIsUIcs 3a canory nuaca, ooBuBa Hork Kasna, Ho, noOpaBIvch
10 KEHIIMHBI, PacCTYMAaJICs, CJIOBHO HATAJIKMBAJICS HA HEBUAMMYIO CTeHy. E€ cepeOpsiHbie BOJIOCHI
JIeXay Ha TUieyax TsOKETBIMUA BoTHaMU. TEMHOe 1TuiaThe ObLIO CTAPOMOIHBIM, C BHICOKUM BOPOTHH-
KOM U Y3KMMH pyKaBaMu, a Ha TpyAu NOOIECKUBaIa OpoIb B BUIE PACKPHITOTO I71a3a.

B pyke xeHImHa aepxkana cepeOpsiHyIo MyTrOBHILY.

Ty camy1o, koTopyio Bepa Haluia Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJIE.

JleBouka ¢ Tpemsl KpacHbIMM Y3€JIKaMU Ha 3arsiCThe OIyCTWJIach Ha KojeHu. E€ mocnennee
BOCIIOMHHAHKE, Ka3aJI0Ch, ObLJIO CHJIbHEE CTpaxa, CHIIbHee OO0, CUIIbHEE BCEro, UTO 3aCTaBIISLIO e€
Oexarhb OT JBOPIIA.

— Mama. ..

JKenmmHa nmocmMoTpena Ha He€ Oe3 yAUBICHHUS.

— Bu1 00e 1omkHBI ObUTH 320bITH MeHs1. [ToueMy e BBI JIO CHX TIOp MTOMHUTe?

Tonoc 6bUT THXUM, TTOYTH JTaCKOBBIM. M BCE ke OT 3TUX CJIOB y Bephl OX0I0IEN MaIbIIbL.

Ona oxunana yBuaeTh npuspak. M oOMaHKy, COTKaHHYIO U3 UY)XMX BOCIIOMUHaHHA. Bo3-
MO’HO, OYEpEeHYIO YJIOBKY CYIIECTBa, KOTOPOE KMJIO B UMEHAaX U YMEJIO MOJJIENIbIBaTh JIMLA YMep-
X,

Ho xeHmmuyHa otOpachiBaia HACTOSIIIYIO TEHb.

Ha e€ Bucke mynbcupoBasia TOHKas romyOast xuika. [1ogon ruiathss ObUT 3armavykaH JOPOKHON
IpsA3bI0. A KOTJa BeTep HAKOHEI] KOCHYJICSI KpbUTblia, cepeOpsiHbIe TIPSAN IIEBEIbHYIINCH, OTKPbIBasI
yXO ¢ MJIEHbKMM LIpaMoM B (popMe NosyMecsa.

Kugas.

Wnu HacTonbKo XopoIno n300paxarolnas ’Ku3Hb, YTO pa3HUIlA TIepecTaBaia MMETh 3HaYeHHE.

— Te1 oOemiana, 9To BepHEMIbCS, — MPOIIETTasa AeBOYKa.

JKeHIMHa onycTuiia B3I,

— 41 Bo3Bpaianace.

— Her. — JleBouka nomHsiia roioBy. — Tsl He ipuxoamia. 51 sxxmana Tebss B KOMHATe ¢ 3ep-
Kaymamu. 1 sxaana, moka rmoracHyT cBevd. S skiana, moka oHu 3ad6epyT Mo€ uMmsl. Thl He mpwuiiia!

[MoceHue coBa copBasvch Ha KpUK. KpacHBIl y3e/mok Ha e€ 3amsacTbe IEPHYIICS, OyITO TOoJ
KOKEeW HATSHYJIM HUTb.

JKeHIlMHa B3ApOrHYJIa.

— Tume.

— He roBopu mHe «tumie» !

Bepa Hukorga npesxie He cibliaia, YToObl Oe3bIMsIHHAS AeBOYKA MOBHIIIAIa rojoc. OOBIYHO
Ta FOBOPUJIA OCTOPOKHO, CJIOBHO KaKJ0€ IMPOU3HECEHHOE CJI0BO MOIJIO IPUBJIEYb YbE-TO BHUMAHUE.
Ternepsb ke B €€ rojioce ObUIO CTOJIBKO SIPOCTH, UTO Haxe Kasnm caenan mar Bnepén.

JKeHIlMHa MOCMOTpENa Ha HEro.

W BriepBble Ha €€ JInLE MOABUIOCH HACTOSILEE YYBCTBO.

bons.

— Kaan.

OH 3acThbL.

— Brbl 3HaeTe MeHs?
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— 4 nepxasna Te0s1 Ha pyKax, KOrja Thl ObLT MJIaJCHIIEM.

— Torna BEI 3HaeTe OOJIBIIIE, YEM S CAM.

— 3Harwo.

— IIpexpacHo. — OH NOgHSAJICS Ha CTYIIEHb, HE OTBOASA B3IJISIIA OT KEHIUHbL. — 3HAYUT, Bbl
MO’ETe HayaThb C TOro, MIOYEMY BCE BOKPYT 3HAIOT MOE IPOLLIOE JIy4llle MEHSI.

B ero ronoce 3Byyasa xoJyioiHas1 BEKJIMBOCTh, KOTOPOH Bepa yxke ycriena HayuuTbes Onacarbesl.
Kasn roBopui Tak, Korga XoTes CKpbITh pacTepsAHHOCTb. PaHbllle OHa 3Haia 310 HaBepHsKa. Tenepb
3HaHME OCTAJIOCh, A YEJIOBEK, K KOTOPOMY OHO OTHOCHUJIOCh, CMOTPEJI Ha HEE€ KaK Ha HE3HAKOMKY.

Bepa HeHaBuzena 1o cuiibHee, 4eM Oblla TOTOBA IPU3HATD.

— T&I cTast NOXoK Ha OTIIa, — CKa3ajia JKEeHIIUHA.

— MHe yxe cooOLIn, 4To Yy MeHs ecTh otell. Cy/s 1o BceMy, 9TO YesIOBeK C YEPHBIM KOJIb-
1I0M, KOTOPBIF MIPEANOYUTACT MOSABISTHCS U3 TEMHOTHI M BBIIABATH MPAB/Ly HEOOJBIIMMH HOPIUSAMH.
— Kasn kuBHyn Ha Dnmaca. — Tenepp BBISCHSETCS, UTO y MEHS €CTh €LE U MaTh, O KOTOPOU
HUYEro He TIOMHIO. [IeHb CTaHOBUTCSI BCE UHTEPECHEE.

Dnuac He OTBETUIL.

OH cTos1 y IOAHOKM S JIECTHULIBI, CKaB PYKY C UEPHBIM KOJIBLIOM B KyJIak. BriepBble ¢ MOMeHTa
MX BCTPEUYM OH Ka3aJICsl HE YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbIA KOHTPOJIMPYET CUTYALMIO, @ YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN
OOMTCS YCIBIIATD CJSTYIONIIIA BOIPOC.

Bepa 3ameTuna 310 1 3aroMHuIIA.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cripocuiia OHa KEHIIMHY.

Ta nepesesna B3I Ha HEE.

W ynpi6Hynach.

VpiOka okazasiach CTparHee JIo0oro Kpuka.

— Te1 3amaémbp paBWIIBHBIN Borpoc, Bepa Dcrens. XKanb, uto MMeHHO TeOe s1 He MOTy Ha
HEro OTBETUTb.

— He moxere unm He xoture?

— Pa3nuna nHorna 3akso4aeTcs JUIllb B TOM, KTO AEPKUT HOX.

— Toraa naBaiiTe BBISICHUM, Y KOTO OH.

Bepa cniyctunace Ha ofiHy CTyneHb, BctaB psaoM ¢ Kasnmom. OHa He MpUKOCHYJach K HEMY,
XOTS pyKa cama IMOoTSHYJIach K ero jJanonu. Eil xotenoch yOeauThes, YTo OH 3/1€Ch, UTO Y

HEro €CThb IYJIbC, YTO OH HE MPEBPATUJICS] OKOHYATEIBHO B IIYCTOE MECTO, B KOTOPOM paHbIlIe
Kua e€ JToOO0Bb.

Ho ona ocranoBuiia ceosl.

Ecnmu oH He moMHMI e€, OHa He cOOMpasiach MPOCUTH Y HEro mpekHen omm3octu. [daxke eciu
cep/iie MPOIOJIKAJIO BECTH ce0sl TaK, CJIOBHO HUYETO He U3MEHHUIIOCh.

JKenmHa BHUMATEIHHO TIOCMOTpEIA HA HAX O0OUX.

— BBl BCE eE crouTe psIoMm.

— D70 3anpemieHo? — crpocuia Bepa.

— Her. IIpocto ynuBuTesHoO.

— V¥ MeHs cerogHs yauBUTENbHbIM JeHb. CHavaa BBISICHUIIOCh, YTO MOsI MaTh, BO3MOXHO,
ObL1a He Moeld MaTepbio. [ToTOM s y3Hasa, 4To y MEHsI €CTh CeCTpa, KOTOPYIO MUP CTapaTesIbHO 3a0bL.
Tenepp nepeno MHOW kEHILMHA, KOTOpasi, OXOXe, 3HAET, KaK YCTpOeHa Bcs 3Ta Mep3ocTb. Ecnu
BBl COOMpaeTech CKazaTh, YTO BCE ITO paad MOETro ke OJara, Mpeayrnpekaaio: s MI0X0 MepeHoIy
MOI00HBIE OOBSICHEHHUSI.

Ha nuiie keHIMHb MEIBbKHYJIO YTO-TO TIOXOXKEE Ha TOPEYb.

— Tol Bceraa Oblia Takou.

— Kakoi?

— Vopsmoii. Tel em€é He ymena roBOpUTh, HO YK€ CEpAMTO CMOTpesia Ha JIIOJEH, KOTOpble
MBITAJINCH B3ATh TeOs] HA PyKHU.
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— 3Ha4uT, MBI 3HAKOMBI?

— Tlopazno Gmmxke, YeM Thl Jymaelib.

— Toraa noyemy s He IOMHIO Bac?

KennmHa He otBeTmiia cpa3dy. OHa mocMoTpena Ha cepeOpsiHyIO IyTOBHILY B CBOEH JIaJIOHH,
MpoBeJIa N0 Hell OOJBIIMM MaJIbLIEM U MEAJIEHHO 3aKpbljia MajbIlbl.

— IMoTtomy uTO TeOs1 HAYYMUIIA TIOMHUTH HETIPABUIIBHO.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasA, Kak MO CIMHE MPOOEkKaT XOIO.

— Kr10?

— Cnauana tBOM otell. [ToroM Te, KTO MBITAJICSA UCTPABUTh €r0 MOCTYIOK. A 3aTeM Thl cama.

— 4 cama?

— Jla.

— BbI x0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO s JOOPOBOIBHO 3a0bLTa COOCTBEHHYIO MaTh?

— 4 Xody ckazarp, YTO MHOTIA YeJOBEK 3a0bIBAET HE IMOTOMY, YTO Y HErO OTHSUIU MaMSTb.
WHorna oH caM 3aKpbIBaeT JBepb, IOTOMY UTO 32 HEil HAXOIUTCSI HEUTO, C YeM OH He CIIOCOOEH KUTh.

Bepa paccmesinach, HO cMeX BbILIE] KOPOTKUM U 3JIbIM.

— VYno6Ho. JI100y1o JI0Kb MOKHO OIMpaBAaTh TEM, UYTO 51 IKOOBI cama Momnpocuia cedst ooma-
HYTb.

— 41 He nporty TeOs1 BEpUTH MHE.

— Torna yero Bbl XoTHUTE?

JKeHIlMHA MOCMOTpEIa Ha AEBOYKY, BCE €IIE CTOSIBIIYIO Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— YtoOsI BB 00€ MepecTaiy UCKaTh TO, YTO He JOJDKHO OBITh HAalIeHO.

— Mo¢ ums? — cripocuiia AeBOYKa.

— Jla.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTomy YTO OHO HE MPOCTO MPUHAIJICKUT Tebe.

JleBouKka MeIJIEHHO NOAHSANACh. B €€ mia3ax CTosaM C€3bl, HO OHA HE IO3BOJIAJIA UM IIPO-
JIMUTBCS.

— Te1 roBOpUMIIA, YTO UMA — 3TO ABEPE.

— Tak u ecrb.

— Toraa nmoyemy s He MOT'y OTKpPbITh CBOIO?

— [loromMy uTO 3a 3TON ABEPHIO KAET HE TOJBKO TBOS KU3Hb.

— A yt0 emge?

JKeHnHa BriepBble OTBENA B3MJIAL.

ITOro 0Ka3ajoch JOCTATOUHO.

— Kro-To npyroii, — cka3zana Bepa. — KT0-T0, KTO XMBET B MIMEHAX.

JKeHIlMHA CHOBA OCMOTpEJIA Ha HEE.

— Ther yxe BcTpeuasach ¢ HUM.

— 4 Buzena ero ciensl.

— Her, Bepa. Tbl BcTpeyasiach ¢ HUM ropasio paHbllie, YeM Hay4YWIach pa3jinyaTh MEPTBBIX
Y )KUBBIX.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaIa, Kak YTO-TO CKAJIOCh Y He€ 1oy péopamu.

[Nepen rna3amm Ha MTHOBEHME BO3HHKJIA Oeasi KOMHATa. [[Ba JETCKUX KOJBIOSTbHBIX JIOKA.
JKenmmHa ¢ cepeOpsiHBIME BOJIOCaMH, CKJIOHHMBINAsiCS HaJl HUMHU. YEpHOE KOJIBLIO Ha MY KCKOH pyKe.
W manenbkas n1eBoyka, KOTOpasi TAHY/IACh K IPYyroy Yepe3 Y3KyIo IeJb MEkK/1y KPOBaTKaMHU.

3areM BUAECHUE UCYUE3JIO.

Bepa nomarnysace.

Kasn ycnen nogxBatuth €€ 3a JIOKOTb.

— OCTOpOXHO.

Ero nmabIpt ObUH TEMIBIMMU.
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Ha onHo KOpoTKkOoe MrHOBeHHe OHa 3a0bUIa, YTO OH €€ He TOMHHUT. Teso y3Ha/IO TPUKOCHOBEHHUE
paHbllie pa3yMa: 3HaKoMas JIaJIOHb, KPEIKOE 3aIlSICThe, €/1Ba 3aMETHOE HaIpsKEHNE MBIILL], KOrJa OH
yAEpAKUBAJ €€ OT MaJACHHUS.

OHa nocmoTpeJsia Ha Hero.

Kasn Haxmypusics, CJIOBHO TOXeE MOUYBCTBOBAJI UTO-TO HEYJIOBUMOE.

— 4... — Hayai oH.

— Yro?

OH oTIyCcTHJI €€ CIMIIKOM OBICTPO.

— Huvyero.

Bepa kuBHya.

Koneuno. Huyero.

C HEKOTOpBIX MOP ITO CJIOBO MPECIEAOBAIO €€ Yallle, YeM MPU3PaKH.

— Hawm HyHO BOWTH BO JIBOpel, — CKazaj Dimuac. — 371ech Hebe30macHo.

— A xorma Oyner 6e3omacHo? — cripocuia Bepa. — Korna mbl 3a0yiem coOcTBeHHBIE JTUIa?

— EciM KOJI0KOJ POIOIIKUT 3BOHUTD, CKOPO U 3TOr0 OylIeT HeI0CTATOYHO.

— Toraa oOBsCHUTE, YTO MPOUCXOIUT.

Dnuac MocMOTpesI Ha KEHIIHMHY.

— 9T0 JOJIKHA COEJIaTh OHA.

— Her, — oTBeTmna Ta.

— CepeduHa. ..

Nwms noBuciio B BO3ayxe.

B Ty ke cexkyHay IeBOYKa CXBaTWJIaCh 3a 3allSICThE U 3aKpUyYaa.

[TocnenHuil KpacHbIi y3€10K BCIBIXHYJI, CJIOBHO BHYTPU HETO pa3ropesicsi oroHb. TOHKasi HUTh
MojI KoKel HaTsHyjack. Ha OeoM pykaBe mpocTynuia ajas TOUKa, a 3aTeM enié ogHa — Oyaro
HEBUAMMasl UIJIa IPOKAJIbIBAJIA PYKY U3HYTPH.

— 3amomnmuu! — KpUKHYJIA KEHIIMHA.

Ho 6bu10 M103]1HO.

CepeOpsiHast IyroBUIa B €€ JIAJIOHN pacKaiwiack. JKeHIHa pa3kaia Maiblbl, © MaJeHbKUN
MpeaMeT ynajl HA KAMEHHYIO CTYIIEHb.

OH He 3BAKHYII.

Bwmecto 3TOro paznaics TUXUid JETCKUNA CMeEX.

Bepa 3Hasa 10T CMEX.

OHa cJplinania ero B apxmBee, y KOJOALa, BO3JIe MaJIbUMKa C IepeBsHHOM Jiomaakon. Cmex 3By-
YaJi U3 TeX MECT, I7ie MaMsTh CTAHOBMJIACH JIOBYIIKOH, a 3a0bITOe HAYMHAJIO IIEBEJTUTHCS.

Kasn BeIxBaTWII HOX.

— Kro 31ech?

Cwmex nmpekpaTuics.

Ha xamHsx niepe skeHIIMHOM MosIBUIIach TeHb. He e€ TeHb — OHa Jiexxasa B Jpyrou CTOPOHe,
BBITSIHYTas! TYCKJIBIM CBETOM JABOPIOBBIX (poHapeid. HoBasi TeHb OblTa MasileHbKOM, AeTcKkor. OHa cTo-
sila Ha YeTBEPEeHbKaX, CJIOBHO peOEHOK MOJI3aJl 10 MOy .

[ToTtom MenIeHHO NOIHSIACK.

VY Heé He ObUIO T'OJIOBHI.

Bepa orcrynuna Ha mar. Cepzlie ygapuiIo Tak CUIIBHO, YTO Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aryTyIINJIO OCTasb-
HBIE 3BYKHU.

JKeHIMHa 3aKkpblia 11asa.

— OH ycabimad.

— K10? — cnipocun Kasn.

— ToT, KTO JXMBET B UMEHAX.

— BuI ckazanu, 4yto 310 He DBapn, — HanoMHuIa Bepa.
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— 910 He DaBapn. Y HuKorga uM He ObLIO.

— Torma yto 3107

KennmHa oTkpsuia rasa. Tenepb B HUX HE OCTAJIOCh HM HEKHOCTH, HU YCTAIOCTH — TOJIBKO
yXkac 4yeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIM YBHIE MPUOIMKEHE TAaBHO OKUIAeMOM OefIbl.

— To, 4o cymIecTBOBAJIO /10 NEPBOTO UMEHHU.

BesronoBasi TeHb OBEPHYJIACH K IEBOUKE.

Ta nepecrana kpruats. EE ryOsI meBenbHyMCh, HO Bepa He ycrblinana HY 3ByKa.

Ha 3anisictpe JionHy1 nociieIHuid KpacHbIN y3esI0K.

Bwmecte ¢ HUM HMcYe3I10 YTO-TO HEBUIMMOE.

JleBouka mocMoTpesia Ha CBOM PyKH, IOTOM Ha JKSHIIMHY.

— 4... — npouwenrana oHa. — I He NOMHIO. ..

— He cmeit! — Kenmnmaa 6pocuiiachk K Held, HO OCTaHOBWJIACH, HE JIOU/ HECKOJIBKUX IIIAroB.
— He nbitaiicsa npousHecty ero!

— 41 He MOMHIO, UTO S XOTeJla CKa3aTh.

B e€ ronoce He 6bU10 O0TU. DTO OBUIO XYXKeE.

OHa JIefiCTBUTEIHO HE TIOMHUJIA.

Bepa pBanynach k Held, HO TeHb OKa3asach ObicTpee. besronoBas durypa ckosb3Hyna 1o Kam-
HSIM ¥ KOCHYJIACh CTYITHU JIEBOYKH.

Ta nomarHyJace.

Kasn 6pocuncs Briepén. Ero Hox paccé€k BO3AyX, MPOIIET CKBO3b TeHb M yIapuil B KaMeHb. 13
TPEIIMHbI OPBI3HYJIN YEPHBIE KaIlIM, KOTOPBIE TYT e UCUE3/H, CJIOBHO MX HUKOT/IA HE CYIIIECTBOBAJIO.

— Hazan! — xpukHyn dnuac.

OH nmoaHsIT pyKy ¢ YEPHBIM KOJIBIIOM. Ha ero moBepxXHOCTH MPOCTYIUIIM TOHKHE cepeOpsiHbIe
3HAaKH, ¥ BO3/lyX BOKPYT JIECTHUIIBI 33/1pokail. TeHb 3amepina, HO He oTcTynmia. OHa CJIOBHO TpH-
CIyIIMBAJIACh K Y€MY-TO, YEr0 OCTaJIbHbIE HE MOIJIM YCIIbIIIIATb.

JKenmmHa cxBaTuia A€BOYKY 3a IJICUH.

— Tlocmorpu Ha menst. Chpbinuiib? Ha mens!

JleBouKa MoAHsIa riasa.

— K10 THI?

Bonpoc npo3Byyai Tak npocto, yTo Bepa cHauasa He OHsJIa €ro CMBbICTIA.

Kenmmna nodneauena.

— 4 TBOSA MaTh.

— V meHs Obl1a MaTh?

— Jla.

— Kak eé€ 3saim?

Cepeduna He OTBETHIIA.

W Torma neBouka yiabIOHYyIaCh — pOOKO, pacTepsiHHO, OyITO MbITAIACH MOIepKaTh HE3HAKO-
MYIO 5KEHIIMHY, KOTOPOW CTaJjo IJIOXO.

— He mnaus. f1 mocraparch BCIIOMHUTS.

Bepa Hukorga He Busiena, YToObl B3pOCIIBIN YEIOBEK JIOMAJICS TaK THXO.

Cepeduna npuxkaia 1aaoHb Ko pry. E€ mieun aporHynau, HO oHa He u3jana HU 3ByKa. OHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha JEBOYKY, KOTOPYIO POIMIIA, KOTOPYIO IIBITAIACh CIIACTU M KOTOPasi TENephb Jake He 3Haa,
KeM Ta el MPUXOAWIACh.

TeHp cHOBA IBUHYJIACH.

— JloBosbHO! — KpuKHYJIa Bepa.

Ona He 3Hana, K Komy obparaercd. K TeHH, K CyIiecTBy 3a HEel, K cCaMOll CMEpTH WU K TOR
YacTh MHpa, KOTOpasi peruia, YTo MOKET MepernuChBaTh YyKUe KU3HU.

Ho e€ rosoc npo3Byyan OTYETIUBO.

TeHp 0OCTaHOBUJIACK.
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Bepa nouyscTBOBasa, Kak MO KOXEH JIaJOHU 3allleBEIMJIOCh 3HAKOMOE MOKajbiBaHue. To
caMmoe, KOTOpO€ BO3HHMKaJO, KOIjla OHA Kacajlachb MEPTBBIX M BHJEJA IMOCIECAHUE MTHOBEHMS UX
*u3HA. TONBKO ceiuac niepe1 Hell He ObUIO HU TeJla, HA KOCTEeH, HM KarlJli KPOBH.

brina mycrora.

N nycrora y3Haua e€.

Bepa BoITSIHYNMA PYKY.

— TbI xouerb umMs? — Crpocuiia OHa.

— Bepa, He Hafo! — KpuKHYA Dnuac.

Kasn cxBarun e€ 3a 3anscTbe.

— He nenaii storo.

Omna nocmotpena Ha Hero. B ero riaszax He ObUIO BOCIIOMHUHAHMSI O HEH, HO CTpax ObUI HACTO-
SIIIAM.

— Tbl He 3Haelb, 4TO 51 COOMPAIOCh CAeNaTh, — CKa3aja OHa.

— MmeHHO no3aToMy 1 Ipollly He Jesiath.

Ha mur Bepa noutu yneiOHynnack. B ripexHeit )13HM OH cKa3ajl Obl 4TO-HUOY/Ib JIpyroe: Mpu-
KazaJl Obl €l OTOUTH, MOMBITAJICS ObI 3aCTIOHUTH COOOM, penvil Obl 32 He€, YTO OHA JOJIKHA BBIKUTD.
Teneps OH mpocuJ.

310 OBUIO YECTHEe.

U BCE xe oHa BRICBOOOIWIIA PYKY.

— 4 He oTnam emy CBOE UMSL.

— Toraa uto TeI cobupaenbes oTaaTh? — crpocuia CepeduHa.

Bepa nocmortpesna Ha TeHb.

— Huuero. §I xouy y3HaTh, 4ero oH OOUTCH.

Oma omycTriiach Ha KOJICHU M KOCHYJIACh KaMHSsI PIOM ¢ 6€3rojioBoi (hurypoii.

Mup packpsLics.

He Bcrbimkoii, He MPUBBIYHBIM BUIEHUEM, & MEAJIEHHO, CIIOBHO KTO-TO Pa3/IBUTAN TSIKENbIE
3aHaBeCH B KOMHATe, Ijie He ObUIO OKOH.

Bepa yBunena OeckoHeuHy0 TEMHOTY. B Hell TUlaBaJii THICSYU cepeOpsIHBIX HUTEH, Kaxaas
U3 KOTOPBIX TSAHY/NAch K yesioBedeckomy Jmily. OqHU HUTH ObUIM SIPKUMH, JPYTHE e[Ba 3aMETHO
Meprani. Hekotopble 0OphIBAIMCH, U TOT/A JIMIIO MCUE3AI0 — HE YMUPAJIO, HE MPEBpaIaioch B
npax, a TepsuIo caMo MPaBO KOrJa-indo CyIecTBOBATh.

B 1ieHTpe TeMHOTHI CTOSIT peOEHOK.

ManbuMK ¢ 1epeBSIHHOM JIOIIAIKOM.

TosbKo Teneps Jomaaka Obl1a CJIOMaHa, a caM MaJIbYMK Ka3aJIcsl Topas/io CTapiiie, YeM paHblIle.
Ero nuio ocraBanoch AETCKMM, HO B IJIa3aX OTPAKAJMCh TOMIbI, KOTOPBIX HE JOJKHO OBbLIO OBITh Yy
peOEHKa.

— ThI cHOBa NpuIIIIA, — CKa3aJl OH.

Bepa nomneiTanack OTBETUTH, HO HE CMOIJIA TOIIEBEIUTh TyOaMHu.

— ThI e UM OCTIeAHEN ToYepu. A HaIo ObLIO UCKATh MEPBOE.

ManpurK NOJHSUT CJIOMaHHYIO JIOIIAJIKY.

— Iloromy 4TO TOT, KTO )KHUBET B UMEHAX, HE KPAJIET UX.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasa, Kak TEMHOTa CKMMAETCsI BOKPYT HEE.

— OH 3acTaBjisieT MUp MOBEPUTh, UTO UMEHU HUKOI/Ia HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.

3a cnivHOM MaJbuMKa BO3HMKJIA J1Beph. benas, rmagkas, 6e3 pyuku. Ha Heit mpoctynumm Tpu
KpPacHbIX y3eJKa.

— Yro HaxoauTcs 3a ABepblo? — 0e33By4YHO cripocuiia Bepa.

Mautpuuk ocMOTpes Ha He€ C MevaabHON HEKHOCTBIO.

— Thl.

Bepa pBanynace Hazan.
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Bupnenue pacceinanocs.

Omna obHapyxuia cedst Ha KaMEHHOM JIECTHHUIIE, TSKeJIO JIBIIIAIeH, C OKPOBABJIEHHOM JIAJIOHBIO.
Kasn crosti nepen Hell Ha KOJIEHSIX, OIHOUM PyKOW MPUAEP:KUBasi €€ 3a IIeUd. Duac yaepKUBal TeHb,
a CepeduHa npmxumaa K cede IeBOUKY.

besronopas gurypa ucuesna.

Bwmecre ¢ Heii ipornasia u cepeOpsiHast MyroBUIIA.

Ho Ha cTtynenu ocrayiach HaAIICh, BBUKXKEHHAS MPSIMO B KaMHE:

INEPBAA 10Yb VKE OTKPBLJIA /IBEPD.

Bepa MenieHHO NofiHs1a FOJIOBY.

— Yt0 3710 3HAUUT?

HukTo He oTBeTHMII.

CepeduHa cMOTpeia Ha HA/IMUCh TaK, CJIOBHO TIepe]l Hel JIekalo CBUJIETEIbCTBO O COOCTBEH-
HOU Ka3HHU.

Anuac omycTui pyky. Y€pHoe KOJIbIIo Ha €ro Majblie TPECHYJIO, U U3 TPEIMHBI IOTEKJIa KPOBb.

Kasn nomor Bepe noguATecA. Ero nasnsLpl Jpoxam.

— Tol BUAena 4ro-10, — ckazaj oH. — YTo uMeHHO?

Bepa xorena pacckazarb 0 MaJIbuuKe, O JBEPH, O ThICSAYAX HUTEH M JUIAX, UCUE3aBIIUX U3
mupa. Ho npexne, yem oHa ycrnena 3aroBoputh, CepedrHa cxBaTuiia e€ 3a pyky.

— Tlocnymait MeHs1 BHUMaTeIbHO. — ['0J10C JKeHIIMHBL CTaJT TIOYTH MIENOTOM. — YTO OBI ThI
HU yBUZENA, KeM Obl ceOsl HU CUMTasIa, He OTKPbIBAall BTOPYIO JBEPb.

— I'me ona?

Cepeduna nocmotpena Ha Bepy, u B e€ miazax Bepa BrepBble yBujesa He CTpax 3a Oe3bIMsIH-
HYIO JIOYb, a CTPax 3a HEE camy.

— B Tebe.

Bepa otaépHyna pyky.

— BuI ommbaerecs.

— Xortena ObI 1.

— 41 He noHUMal0, 0 YEM BBl TOBOPHUTE.

— Iloka He monumaertb. M 310 eIMHCTBEHHOE, UTO eIl MOKET TeOs CIIACTH.

— Or koro?

CepeduHa He ycriena OTBETUTb.

W3 ryOGunbl qBOpLIA TOHECCS 3BOH.

OnuH ynap.

He KOMOKOMBbHBIN — CIMIIKOM HU3KUH, CIUIIKOM Onu3kuid. Kazanock, 3ByK pomuiics: psMo
BHYTPU KOCTEH.

Kasn pe3ko obepHyncs. Ha ero ymie mosiBUIIOCh BhIpakeHHE 4eTOBEKa, KOTOPBIN YCIbIIIAT
COOCTBEHHOE M1, TIPOU3HECEHHOE TYKUM TOJIOCOM.

— Y10 3T0? — COPOCUJI OH.

Cepeduna 3akpblia 171a3a.

— OH Hammén gopory.

— Kyna? — cnpocuia Bepa.

JKeHIyHa OTKpbLIA I71a3a ¥ IOCMOTpeEa NpsIMO Ha Hee.

— K 1ebe.

A 3arem Kasn orcrynui Ha mar.

Bepa yBuzena, kak ero B3misi1 CKOJIb3HYJI IO €€ JIUILY, 3aepKaJiCsl HA OKPOBABJICHHOM JI/IOHH,
Ha BOJIOCaX, Ha I71a3aX — U CTaJ MyCThIM.

OH cMmoTpes Ha He€ TakK, CJIOBHO IBITAJICS BCIOMHUTD HE3HAKOMKY, KOTOPYIO BCTPETHUI MHOTO
JIeT Ha3ag.

— IIpocrure, — npousHEC OH. — A BbI KTO?
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Bepa e orBeTna.

[ToTomy uTO B Ty K€ CEKyH[y MMOHsIJIa: Ha STOT pa3 OH 3a0bUT HE €€ UMSI.

OH 3a0bL71, YTO OHA BOOOIIIE CYIIECTBOBAJIA.

I'naBa 8

ITpocrure, a BbI KTO?

Kasn npousnéc 310 6e3 BpaxaeOHocTH. [laxke ¢ HEKOTOPO# HEJIOBKOCTHIO, CIIOBHO OOsJICS 00U-
AeTh HE3HAKOMYIO KEHIIMHY, CyYaiiHO OKa3aBIIyIOCs PSAOM B AYPHYIO MUHYTY.

Bepa cmoTpena Ha HEro M He MoIJIa BBITOBOPUTH HU CJIOBA.

Ona 3Haua, 4To Takoe 3a0biToe NMs. Bujiena mycTeie CTpaHuIlbl B apXuBe, HaArpoous 6e3 Hal-
TMcei, JToiel, KOTOpbIe TUIAKAIA HaJl MOTVJIAMH M HE MOTJT OOBSICHUTb, KOTO MoTepsti. OHa IOHU-
MaJla, KaKk Mcye3aeT MamsTh: CHauala CTUPAeTCsl MMs, 3aTeM JIULIO, IOTOM TOJIOC, U OJHAXK/Ibl OCTa-
€TCsl JIIIIb CMYTHOE OIIYILEHUE, YTO B MUPE HEJOCTAET Yero-To BaKHOTO.

Ho ona He mpezcTaBiisiia, 4To 310 Oy/IeT BHIISAIETh TaK.

Kasn He mbitasics BcnoMHUTh e€. He Moprimi 100, He BCMaTpUBAJICS B € JIMIIO, He WCKal
B IIyOWHE CO3HAHMS XOTh KaKyl-HUOyOb 3amenky. OH MpoCcTo cMOTpes Ha He€, Kak CMOTPAT Ha
CJIy4YaillHOTO MPOXOKEr0, KOTOPBIM TIOYEMY-TO OKA3aJICS PSIOM.

B ero mupe Bepsl He ObuIO.

— ThI BeJJb TOJBKO YTO JI€pXkajl MEHs 3a IUIeYH, — CKa3aJla OHa.

— Ja. Bl ynanm.

— Ter ucniyrancs.

— Pazymeercs. Bul efiBa He pa3Oouiv rojioBy O KaMHHU.

— U 1ebe coBepIIeHHO HEMHTEPECHO, TIOUeMy ?

Kasn nHaxmypuiics.

— Nurepecno. Ho A He noHMMal0, Kakoe OTHOLIEHHE 3TO UMEET K TOMY, 3HAKOMBI MbI WJIX HET.

Bepa ycmexHyitach.

[Monyunnock mioxo. ['yObl OCTyIIATUCh, & JIMIIO — HET.

— Huxkakoro. Koneuso.

Ona oTBepHYJIaCh MPEX/e, YeM OH yCIIes 3aMETHTh, KaK JPOrHYJ e€ Mog00POIOK.

Eit xotenock ynaputs ero. He 3a To, uto on 3a6bu1. OH He BbIOMpas 3Toro, U Bepa 3Haua, 4to
HE UMeeT IpaBa OOBUHSATH €ro B UyKoH kecTokocTu. Ho eii xoTesioch XOTs Obl Ha CEKYH/1y 3aCTaBUTh
€ro MOvYyBCTBOBATh Ty O0JIb, KOTOpasi pa3pbiBajia e€ U3HYTPHU. XOTEI0Ch, YTOOBI OH IOCMOTpE Ha Heé
Y TIOHSUI, YTO MOTEPsUT HE CIy4aiHYI0 3HAaKOMYIO, a YeJIOBEeKa, Pagl KOTOPOro KOIja-To OTKa3aJics
OT COOCTBEHHOW CMEPTH.

W TyT *e eil cTano CTeIAHO.

Kasn1 ysxe oqHaxabl OT/AA CIUIIIKOM MHOTO, TBITasiCh criacTy e€. Ternepb Mup mpoaomka B3bic-
KMBaTh JIOJIT, XOTSI €r0 CaMOro JIaBHO CJIEI0BAJIO OCTAaBUTh B TIOKOE.

— Bepa, — npousnecia CepeduHa.

Bepa pesko nosepHyJace.

— Bbl nomuuTe MOE nms?

— KoneuHo.

— Torna xoTs1 66l OHO M3 HAC TMOKA eIlE CYIIECTBYET.

Cepeduna nodneHena.

— He roBopwu Tax.

— [Nouemy? D10 npasaa. Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe, OKa Bbl MEHSI IOMHUTE.

— 41 nomHIO TeOs1 He MOTOMY, YTO MHP pa3peliaeT MHE 3TO JIeNaTh.

— A 1OTOMY, UTO BbI CUJIbHEE €107

— Her. — Cepeduna nokauana royiopoid. — [Totomy 4to s yxe 3ariatuia 3a 3Ty NamsTh.

Bepa xotena 3aaath ciaenyiomnmii Bonpoc, Ho Kasn marnyn Mexay HUMH.
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— Ilpocrute, — ckazan oH Cepedune. — 51 He HaMepeH BMELIMBATHCS B CEMENHbIE JIeia, O
KOTOPBIX HUYETO He 3Hal0, HO MHE KaKeTCsl, HAM CTOUT OOBSICHUTD Tiporcxopsiiee. OCOOEHHO ecu
OHO Kacaercsl MeHs.

— Tebs 310 KacaeTcs OOJbIIIE, YeM THI AyMaelllb, — OTBETHUJIA KEHIIHA.

— Cyn4 1o Bcemy, CerofHs MeHsl KacaeTcsl BCE.

— Kasn...

— Hert. — On nonHsin1 J1aioHb. — $1 He 3Ha10, KeM Bbl MHe ITpuxoauTech. He 3Haio, mouemy sta
J€BOYKA CYMTAET MEHsI OpaToM, IoueMy DJrac TOBOPUT, UTO 51 XPaHUII € UMsI, ¥ IOUeMy He3HaKOMast
MHE JXCHIIVWHA YTBEPKAACT, YTO ACpKaJIla MCHA Ha pyKax. 41 rotoB BBICTYIATb O6T>}ICH€HI/IH. Ho we
coOMparoch AeaTh BU, OYATO MOHUMAIO TIPOUCXOJISIIIEE.

Brepseie 3a Bcé BpeMst CepedpriHa ocMOTpenia Ha HEro He Kak Ha ChlHa, KOTOpOro NoTepsiia,
a KaK Ha B3pOCJIOr0 MYyKUMHY, KOTOPOTO €l MPEeJCTOsIIO y3HaTh 3aHOBO.

— Tbl IpaB, — THXO CKa3ajia OHA. — $I CJIMILIKOM JOJITro MPUHUMAJa MOTYaHue 3a 3amuTy. U
CJIMIIIKOM YacTO pelaa 3a Jpyrux, Kakyko MpaBay OHU CIOCOOHBI BHIHECTH.

— Torga HauHKTE C TTPaB/bIL.

Cepeduna nocmotpena Ha Bepy.

— CHauasia HaMm HYKHO BOWTH BO JBOpeIl. 3/1eCh HeJb3sl OCTaBaThCsl.

— Tlouemy? — cnipocmiia Bepa. — IlotoMy uTO CyI11ecTBO, KOTOPOE KUBET B UMEHAX, TENePh
3HAET, IJIe s HaX0XKYyCh?

— OHO 3HAJI0 3TO U paHbIIIe.

— Toraa noyemMy OHO Harajo TOJIbKO cefyac?

— IloTomy 4TO THI OTKpBLIA ABEPD.

Bepa BciomHMIIa c10Ba MajibuMKa C AEPEBSHHOM JIOIIAAKOM.

IlepBas noub yke OTKpbUIA JABEPD.

— 41 HAYero He OTKpbIBajA.

— ThI KOCHYAch MycTOTH, — cka3ana Cepeduna. — W no3Bosmia el yBuaeTh TeOsl.

— YT0 MMeHHO OHa yBUjIena?

JKeHnmHa 3amoryana.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, Kak pa3apa’keHre CHOBA MOJAHMUMAETCS B HEW, BBITECHSISI CTPaXx.

— Ecnu BBl coOupaetech OTBeUaTh Ha KasKABIH BOIPOC 3arajkoi, Mpeaynpexaao: y MeHs
3aKOHYMJIOCH TEpIIEHUE.

— 1 He 3Ha10, YTO MIMEHHO OHO yBUAEN0. — CepedrHa roBopuiIa MeIJIEHHO, IOAOMpasi CIIOBA.
— Ho 3Ha10, 4TO OHO KCKaJIO TeOs 3a10/IT0 JJO TBOETO POXKICHUS.

— 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Jlnis1 OOBIYHOTO CYyIIEeCTBa — JIa.

— A 171 TOro, KOTOpO€ CYIIECTBOBAJIO JI0 IEPBOTO UMEHU?

Cepeduna He OTBETHIIA.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha He€ BHUMaTesbHee. JKeHImHa He mpocTo 0osiachk. OHa MBITANACh CKPBITH
YTO-TO, YTO MOIJIO U3MEHUTD BCE, UTO Bepa /10 cux mop cuurtasa rnpasjaoil.

— Xoporo, — ckazaia Bepa. — [lomyctum, s MoBepro, 4TO OHO MCKAJIO MEHS 10 POXKIe-
Hus. Toraa nouemy s Bbipocia B Huxknem ropoze? [loueMy MeHs BocMThIBaja Jpyras KeHIUHA?
[Touemy HUKTO He cKa3asl MHE, UTO y MEHsI eCThb cecTpa’?

— IMoTomy UTO THI JOJIKHA ObLIA TPOKUTH KU3HB, KOTOpas MPHHA/IIexKana Tede.

— A Teniepb?

— Tenepb 3Ta KU3Hb OKA3aJIaCh HA IPAHULIE IByX MUPOB.

— W KTO mocTaBu1 MeHs1 Ha 3Ty IrpaHuILy?

Cepeduna omycruia ri1asa.

— 1.

OtBer nmpo3Byyas Tak MpocTo, uto Bepa Ha MrHOBeHUE pacTepsiiach.
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Ona oxujasia OnpaB/aHUI, pacCKa30B O MPOKJIATUSX, KOPOJEBCKUX IpHUKa3ax W KepTBax,
6e3 KOTOpHIX Hesb3s ObUTo 0OoiTHch. Ho CepedmHa He mbiTanach NMEepesiokUTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha
cynp0y.

— 3auem? — cripocuia Bepa.

— Yt00BI THI MOTJIa BBIPACTH.

— 9TO He OTBeT.

— JIpyroro y MeHs IOKa HeT.

— BBl yIMBUTENIBHO MOX0XKHU HA BCEX, KTO KOTIa-JIMO0 JIrajl MHE BO MIMsI MOETO ke Onara.

Cepeduna npuHsIa yaap Moida.

W umenHo 310 3actaBmiio Bepy mouyBcTBOBaTh ceOs Xyxke.

Bo nBoperr onu BoIum yepe3 O0KOBYIO IBEPb, KOTOPYIO DJKac OTKPbLT MPUKOCHOBEHUEM UEp-
HOT'O KOJIbIIA.

3a Hell HauMHAJICS JIJIMHHBIA KOPUIOP, OCBEIIEHHBIN TYCKJIbIMM Jlamnamu. Korna-to creHsl,
JOJKHO OBITh, YKpaIlaad HOPTPEThl KOPOJIEH U KOPOJIEB, HO TeNepb OT paM OCTAJIUCH JIUIIh TEMHBIE
NpsAMOYTOJIbHUKY. Ha 1oy jexanu oOpbIBKM TKaHH, OCKOJIKM CTeKJIa M CTapble JIUCTH Oymaru. B
HECKOJIbKUX MeCTaXx KaMeHHasl KJIaJKa MOKpbUIaCch cepeOpHCTHIM HAJIETOM, TTOXOKMUM HA MHEH.

3pech ObLIO XOJIOIHEe, YeM CHAPYXKU.

Bepa nposesna nanbiiamu 1o crene. [1oj 1ag0HbI0 YTO-TO €/1Ba 3aMETHO JPOTHYJIO.

OHa oTnépHysa pyKy.

— Yro 310?

— Crenpl cTupanusi, — oTBeTwI dnuac. — Korna umMs ncuesaer, MUp MBITaeTCsl N30ABUTHCS
OT BCET0, YTO C HUM CBs13aHO. CHaYasIa NCUe3aloT 3anmcu. 3aTeM peIMeThl, KOTOpble PHUHAAJIeKATN
yesoBeKy. [lotoM KoMHaThI, ToMa, yauibl. Eciu mpoliecc He 0CTaHOBUTH, MPOMAAET Jake MecTo,
I7Ie YeJIOBEK KU

— 3Haunrt, Belipxonbm ucue3 He IOTOMY, UTO €ro KUTENU 3a0bUTH JpyT Apyra?

— OHnu 3a0bIM APYT JIpyra nepBbIMU, — cKazan dnuac. — Ho ropon rcues He cam 1o cede.

— Ero crépnu?

— Jla.

Bepa nocmortpena Ha JUIMHHBIA KOPUAOD.

— U ckonbko roponos yxe ucyesno?

— HuxkTo He 3Haer.

— A CKOJIBKO elI€ ucyesHer?

Dnuac He OTBETUIL.

— BbI Beib IOHUMaeTe, YTO MOTYaHUE He AeNaeT IMPOUCXO/sIIee MEHee CTPAIIHBIM ?

— Tlonumaro. Ho ectp Bemm, KOTOpbIE Jy4ille HE MMPOM3HOCUTD BCIIYX, TIOKa HE 3Haelllb, KTO
CITyIIIaeT.

— Torna 3ayeM BBl BOOOIIE pa3roBaprBaeTe?

— IMoToMy UYTO MBI y3Ke CIMIIIKOM JIOITO MOJTYAIIH.

Brniepeau paszpaincs mopox.

Kasn MrHOBEHHO BBITAIIMII HOX U 3aCJIOHIII COOOH IeBOUKY. [IBUkeHUe ObLIO OBICTPBIM, TTPH-
BBIYHBIM, TOUTH Oe3ayMHBIM. OH clesan 3To Mpexe, YeM YCIesd PelInTh, HYXKHO JIM 3alHIiaTh
HE3HAKOMKY.

Bepa 3amernia.

W nouemy-To IMEHHO 3TO MPUYMHUIIO €I HOBYIO OOJTb.

— Yt0 Tam? — cripocuia oHa.

— He 3na10, — orBeTnit Kasi.

H3-3a mOBOpOTA BHIIIIEI CTAPUK B JBOPLIOBOM JiBpee. OH OB Xy/IBIM, CYTYJIBIM, C COBEPIIEHHO
cebIMU BOJIOCAMHU. B pykax OH Jiepikajl MOICBEYHHK, XOTSI BCE CBEYM B HEM JIABHO CTOPEJIH.

VBUIEB UX, CTAPUK OCTAHOBUJICS.
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— Bamie Benmuecto?

OHn cmotpen Ha Cepeduny.

JKeHIlMHA MeJJIEHHO KUBHYJIA.

Crapuk ypoHUJI MOJICBEYHHUK.

— Bbl BEpHY/HCE. ...

— Jla, Tomac.

OH 3arutakai.

He rpomko, He mbITasich CKpbITh CIE3bI. [IpOCTO 3aKppll JIMLO pyKaMy M 3aIlIakall Tak, Kak
TUIAYYT JIIOIU, KOTOPbIE CJMIIIKOM JIOJITO CUMTAJIM CBOE rope Oe3HaIEKHBIM.

— 4 xpan, — npoutenran oH. — Bc€ 310 Bpems KJal.

Cepedmuna nojonuia K HeMy ¥ KOCHYJIach €ro IJieya.

— IIpoctu mens.

— 4 nymai, BBl ymepiu.

— JInst MHOTMX — Ja.

— A npuHnecca. ..

Crapuk océkcsl.

Bepa 3amertnna, kak usmenunoch o CepeduHsl.

— Kakas npuHuecca? — cripocuiia oHa.

Tomac nocmotpen Ha Bepy.

Ha MrHoBeHue B ero ria3ax BCIBIXHYNO y3HaBaHue. OH OTKpPbUT POT, OyATO COOMPAIICS POU3-
HECTHU MMsl, HO 3aTEM PACTEPSHHO HAXMYpPHJICH.

— 4... He NOMHIO.

— Koro Bbl He momHUTe? — cripocuiia Bepa.

Crapuk noTpsic ToJIOBOM.

— 3nech Obla geBouka. Manenpkas. OHa JoOuiIa IpsATaThCs B KJIaJOBOM 3a KyxHeu. 51 mpu-
HOCHJI el sI0JIOKH, a OHa OTAaBajia MHE TOJIOBUHY, TIOTOMY YTO TOBOpHJIA, OYATO CTApHKaM HYKHO
6oibiie efpl. — OH cnado yneiOHyCcs. — [ynas Obuta qeBouka. Yrpsimas. CoBceM Kak. . .

OH cHOBa 3aMoya.

— Kak k10? — cnipocuia Bepa.

Tomac nocmorpen Ha Cepeduny.

— Kaxk BpI, Barie BenmmuectBo.

— Dro0 ObUIa Balia J0Yb? — THXO cripocuiia Bepa.

Cepeduna 3akpblia 171a3a.

— Jla.

— Iocnegnsasn?

JKeHIlMHA HE OTBETHIIA.

Ho neBouka, crosBias psagom ¢ Kasnom, Bopyr cxBaruiach 3a rojioBy.

— 4 nmomHIO s16/10KM, — MporienTana oHa. — KpachHbie. B xop3une. M craprika, KOTOpPBI
NpsITal UX B pyKase.

Tomac nmocMoTtpen Ha Hee.

Ero ry0sr 3agpoxanm.

— Ilpunnecca. ..

OH cpaenan miar Briepén, HO OCTAHOBUJICSA, CJIOBHO He ObUT YBEPEH, UTO UMeET MPaBo MpHOIIH-
3UTHCH.

— BbI MeHs1 nTOMHUTE? — CIIpOCUIIa JeBOYKA.

— 4... — Crapuk npwxa JJaIoHb K rpyau. — $1 moMHIo, 4To JIIoOWIT Bac.

HeBouka 3arjiakania.

Dt0 OBLTIH MEepBbIe HACTOSIINE CIE3BI, KOTOphle Bepa yBusena Ha e€ nuie.

— Toraa noyemy Bbl HE IOMHUTE MOETO UMEHU?
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Tomac He cMOT OTBETHUTb.

CepedrHa OTBEpHYJIACH.

Bepa nonsina, uto 0oJblle He MOXKeT CMOTPeTh Ha HuX. He motomy, uro mpoucxopsiiee ObLIo
HEBBIHOCUMBIM, a TIOTOMY, UTO 32 Ka/IbIM YEJIOBEKOM 3/1eCh CTOsIIa OfIHA U Ta ke mponacTtb. KTto-To
MOMHMJI JTIOOOBb, HO HE IIOMHUJI TOTO, KOMY OHa MpHHA/AIexkana. KTo-1o moMHuII ronoc, HO He JIUIIO.
Kt0-TO mpopmomkan xkaark 4eIoBeKa, KOTOPOro MUP yke BRIYEPKHYI U3 COOCTBEHHOT'O MPOIILIOTO.

U BcE 310 Bpems Bepa cuntainia, 4To caMmoe CTpaIiHoe — MOTEPATh MaMATh O MaTEPH.

Terneppb OHa MOHUMAJA: €UIE CTpaIlIHee, KOrAa MHUP MPOIOKAET TOMHHUThH TBOIO JIOOOBb, HO
OTHHMMAET y He€ aJipec.

Cepeduna oTBea UX B HEOOJBIITYI0 KOMHATY, T7Ie KOIJIa-TO XPaHWIUCh KOPOJIeBCKHUE KHUTH.

Ha crorne nexana packpbitas KapTa qeopiia. bosbinas e€ yacTh Oblia BBIIBETIICH, a B 3aI1aTHOM
KPpbUIe 31510 OeJioe MATHO, Ha KOTOPOM He ObLIO HU JIMHUH, HU 0003HAYECHHH.

— Yt0 3107 — cnpocuiia Bepa.

— Mecto, KOTOpOTrO OOJIbIIIE HET, — OTBETHJI DJTHac.

— Vno6Ho. ¥V Bac BO ABOpIIE 1eJIble KPbUIbsi MOTYT MCUY€3aTh, & Bbl HA3BIBAETE 3TO MECTOM.

— OHo He u1cyes10 NoMHOCThI0, — cKazana Cepeduna. — [loka em€ Her.

Ona ykazana Ha 0OeJioe TATHO.

— 3/1ech HAXOIUJIUCh IETCKUE MOKOU. TaM JKUJIM MOM JIOUYEPHU.

Bepa nmocmortperna Ha A€BOUKY.

Ta crosiyla y OKHa M paccMarpuBajia CBOE OTpake€HUe B cTekJie. FIHorma oHa mpoBoAwIa najb-
IIAMH T10 3aTISICThIO, TJIe eIlE HeJJaBHO ObUIM TPU KPACHBIX y3eKa. Termephb Koxa Ka3aaach COBEpIIIeHHO
[JIaJIKOM.

— 3HauurT, 371ech Mbl HailIEM e€ ums? — crpocuiia Bepa.

— B03MOXHO.

— A ecnu Haiiém?

— He npousnocurte ero, — pe3ko ckasai Diuac.

— Tlouemy?

— [MoToMy YTO MMSI — 3TO HE TOJIBKO CIOCOO Y3HATh YesloBeKa. B BaieM ciydyae OHO MOXKeT
CTaTh KJIIOYOM, KOTOPBIA OTKPOET JIBEPh C 00EUX CTOPOH.

Bepa BciomHmia BueHue.

benas nBeps. Tpu KpacHbIX y3eiika. Majiburk, KOTOPBIN CKa3aJl, YTo 3a ABEPhI0 HAXOAUTCS OHA
cama.

— Kakyio neepnb?

DmMac NoCMOTpeIT Ha Hee.

— Ty, KoTOpYIO THI YK€ OTKpBLIA.

— BbI 3HA/1M, YTO 3TO MPOU3OUIET?

— 4 3Ha11, YTO PaHO WU MO3JIHO ITO CITYUUTCSI.

— W "udero He coenanm?

— 4 nbitancs.

— Kak? Crpstanu pe6enka? [To3pommm Kasnmy 32061k €€? OTrpaBuiid MeHs JKUTh C KSHIIH-
HOW, Yb€ JIUIIO Terepb UCYe3aeT U3 MOe maMsTh?

— 4 He MpUHUMAJT BCEX STUX PELIECHUI.

— Ho BbI 3HaeTe, KTO MpUHUMAJL.

DMac cxajl YeToCTH.

— Jla.

— Torma ckaxure.

— He 3x€ech.

Bepa pe3ko paccmesinack.
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— Koneuno. He 351ech, He ceiiuac, He BCIyX. Y Bac y BCeX YAUBUTEIIbHBIN TAJIAHT ITPEeBpaIiaTh
MpaBay B oOelaHue, KOTOPOe HUKTO He COOMPAETCS BBITTOTHSATD.

— Bepa, — tuxo npousnecia Cepeduna.

— Her. 4 xouy 3HaTh, MoueMy 3Ta AeBOoUKa JuiniIach umeHu. [louemy Kasn norepsin namsats.
[Touemy Bbl Ha3bIBaETE MEHS IEPBOI JOUYEPHIO, XOTs 51 Bbipocia B HikHem ropope. U nouemy cyte-
CTBO, KOTOpPOE HE JOJKHO OBLIO CYIIECTBOBATh, CUMTAET MEHSI HACTOJIBKO BaXKHOM, YTO TOTOBO CTe-
peTh pajii MeHsI MOJIOBUHY MUPA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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