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Bosnbitie cemu JieT Ha3aa APTyp JIMIITWICS BCEro, YTo OBUIO eMy J0POro: JIoma,
POMHBIX, OYAYIIEro MPecTosia ¥ YeJIOBEUHOCTH. 3aTOUEeHHBIN B OOJIMKE YepHOTO
BOJIKa NpuHIL PecenroprymMa rnbitaercs HauTtu Boixoa u3 Meptsou [letin —
TEMHOTO U3MEPEHHsI, YTO HAXOIUTCS MEKy MUPOM KUBBIX U aJJOM, 3aKPbITOIO
Maru4yeckyuM KJII0UOM U TJie BpeMsl TeueT COBEPIIIEHHO MHave. EquHCTBEHHBIN
€ro CIyTHUK 3]1eCh — HeJIIouMast AeBouka fIHa, KoTopasi bITaeTCs MOHSATD, 3a
YTO €€ OTIPABWIIN CIOJa YMHUPaTh, ¥ MeUTaloIast TOJIbKO 00 OTHOM: OTOMCTHUTh
3a cMepTh poauTesieid.Korga Hajexapl Ha cClaceHue MOYTH He OCTaloch, ApTyp
ciyyvaiiHo Haxomut KOmo — onapeHHylo mkoasHUIy U3 Pecentopuyma. Ee peakuii
Jap MOKET IMO3BOJIMTh UM BCeM BbIOpaThcs n3 MeptBoii [letnm 6e3 marndeckoro
Kimo4da. Yropopus fHy, criactu KOmo oT cMepTH, OHM TTOJTydaloT IIIaHC 00pecTu
cBOOOIY U BEpHYThCA TOMOK. BOT TOBKO AOCTaTOYHO JIM Pa3BUT €€ J1ap, YTOOBI
MPONTH Yepe3 TEMHBIH IMopTaj U He ToruOHyTh? Y XBaTUT JIn ApTypy BpeMeHH,
yT0OBI MOMOYb FOJie pa3BUTh CIOCOOHOCTH, KOT/Ia JHU €ro XU3HU B MepTBOi
Iletne Ha ucxone?

© Teppa A., 2026
© Astop, 2026
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Actep Teppa
Pecenropuym ''MeptBas Iletisa"

I'nasa 1. CneJaka.

3 200a nazao. 2006 200. Ansapw.

— T yBepeHa, uTo Bce cpaboTaeT? — mpolenTaia TEMHOBOJIOCAs EBOYKA JIeT TPUHAIIIATH,
KPETIKO JIepka B PyKax JKMBYIO KypHILY.

— 41, KaK u ThI, JIeNalo 3TO BIIEPBbIE, — HEPBHO OTBETWIIA phikeBoJiocast. — Ho s Bce nmpouu-
Taja. AHIpe# qajn MHe KHUTY, TaM Bce IonpoOHO orrcaHo. HyskHa jepTBa, JKMBOE CYIIECTBO.

JleBOUKH TOPOIUIMBO 1T B CTOPOHY 0OIIexkuThsl. OHU CHENIUIN BEPHYThCS B CMIATBHIO U TO
U JIEJIO OIJISIIBIBATUCH, OTAcasiCh BCTPETUTh KOTO-HUOYIb B HOUHOM KOPHIOPE IIKOJIHL.

— 41 He cMory ee yOuTb... — MpU3HAJIACH MepBast APOXKAIIUM TOJIOCOM.
OHa Kperko NMprKuMaa riaJKkue KpbUlbsi pblKed NTUIB K e€ Teny, 00sIiCh, UTO Ta BBIPBETCSI.
— A npuzercst! Mbl ke XOTHM, 4TOOBI OH TpuIien! A 6e3 3TOro HUKaK... — yoexaaia ee

nozipyra. — CMepTh NTHLIBl — MEHBbIIIEE, YTO Mbl MOKEM €My HPE/JIOKHTh.

— I'ne o1 BooOIIE ee Hanwia? — BproHeTKa nogHsiIa royoble 171a3a Ha MOIpyTYy.

— Vkpasa. B cocenHeli 1epeBHe, — KOPOTKO OTpe3ajla pPhLKEBOJIOCAas U paclaxHyla nepes
Hell IBepb KOMHATBHI.

Bozayx BHYTpH ObLT IPONHMTAH T'YCTHIM, TOPHKO-CMOJIACTBIM aPOMAaTOM MHUPPBI, TTOBCIOAY pac-
CTaBJIEHBI KPYITHbIE BOCKOBBIE CBEYM KPACHOTO U YEPHOT'O IIBETOB, a MPSAMO I10 LIEHTPY KOMHAThI ObLI
HavyepyeH OOJIBIION KPYT C MATHKOHEYHOU 3B€3/101 BHYTPH.

— Yro HaM elle 0CcTaoCh? — CHpOCUIIa BOIIEIIINX TPEThs A€BOYKA, YTO FOTOBMJIA KOMHATY
K pUTyaly.

— Illac! — mmKHyna perKeBoOIOCast U OBICTPO METHYJIACh K CBOEW MPUKPOBATHOM TYMOOUKE.
Oma BhITAIMIIA U3 AIMKA TPU CKOMKAHHBIX JIMCTKA, BRIPBAHHBIX U3 TETPAAU B KJIETKY.

— Jlepxxute, — cKa3zajia OHA, IPOTATMBAst KA JIOM I10 JIUCTKY.

Ha kax oM M3 HUX OHa 3apaHee Hamucala Hy)KHOEe 3aKJIMHAHUE Ha JIATHIHU.

— Kak 310 B0OOIIIE MOXHO MPOYUTATh? — MPOCTOHAJIA TEMHOBOJIOCAS, CAyBas C JIMLA JJTHH-
HblE, HO PeJIKME BOJIOCHI U C YKacOM IV Ha Jiexkallui nepest Hell JIMCTOK.

OHa no-npexxHeMy Kperko C:kKUMasia Kypuily 0OeuMH pyKaMH.

— Prtom, — yBepeHHO nporoBopuiia psikeBosiocas. — Yurail 1o cioram, Kak Moxers! 1
BOOOIIIE, 51 POCHJIA BAC MOTPEHUPOBATHCS 3apaHee.
— Bce nonsaTHO, unTaercs Jierko. JlaBaiite HaUMHATh, — C TSDKEJIBIM BBIIOXOM IPOU3HECIA

HEMHOTOCJIOBHAS TTOAIPYTa, Jepika JIMCTOK Iepe]] COO0M B TOHKHX MaJIblax.

Ona B3MaxHy/la XpYIKOM PYKOHM — M BCE CBEYM Pa30M BCIBIXHY/IM OarpoBbIM IJIAMEHEM.
PrikeBoI0OCas oracusia HaCTOJIBHYIO JIAMITy, U KOMHATY TOTYAC 3aJ11J1 HEPOBHBIN CBET JECATKOB CBE-
Yel, a 10 CTeHaM 3aIuiscalld JpoJKallye TeH!.

BcraB Ha KoJIeHU B KpYT, JI€BOYKH NEPEryIsSHYJNCh, CIOBHO YOXAasACh, YTO Kaxaas U3 HUX
roTOBa K HEOOpPaTUMOMY.

— [laii ee ciona, — 3aUMHIIMLA PUTYyala MPOTSAHY/A PYKY K CBOEH cocelKe clieBa.

INonpyra nepenaia el NTuily, U Ta, 6€3%aa0CTHO CXBATHB €€ 3a Nepbsl, ObICTPbIM JBUKEHUEM
niepepesasa el ropJio KyXOHHbIM HOXOM, CJIOBHO Jiesiajla 3TO yKe He B nepBblil pa3. KpoBb NTuIpl
OpbI3HYJIa HA €€ KOHOIATOE JIMLIO U B LIEHTP Kpyra — MPsIMO Ha JIUCTOK C TEKCTOM, JIEKaBLIMIA Tepest
He.
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JleBouKa, OKOJIO Yaca iepXkaBiiasi B pyKax 3Ty TeIUIylo, Oe33alUTHYIO NTUILY, KPEHKO 3aKMY-
puiiach OT COCTpaJlaHUsl, CMEILIAHHOTO C OTBpallieHreM. VX TpeThs mogpyra Mojya cMOTpesa B IO,
CJIOBHO OMJ1asl, KOrJja BCE 3TO 3aKOHYUTCH.

— CHuMHM KpecT! — HCIyraHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIAa PhIKEBOJIOCAs], BIVISIHYB Ha MOAPYTY, CUIAIILYIO
npsIMO Tiepen] COOOM.

JleByIiIka, MFTHOBEHHO OTTIOMHMBIINChH, COPBAJIA C IIIEW HATEJIbHBINA KPECTUK U OBICTPO IIBBIPHYJIA
€ro 1Noj KpoBarh.

— «In nomine Dei eterni, summi, omnipotentis, et veri, invoco te, Lucifer, princeps huius mundi,
ut appareas et digneris me audire», — B OJIUH TOJIOC TIPOYUTAIIU TPU MOAPYTH.

Huuero He mpowusornuo.

— He ocranaBimBaemMcs, — ckomMaH0BaJIa pelxkas. — Ynuraem passlue.

— «In nomine Dei eterni, summi, omnipotentis, et veri, invoco te, Lucifer, princeps huius mundi,
ut appareas et digneris me audire», — TIOBTOPWIY OHHU.

W ewe pas, u eme pa3. Ha naTelii pa3 miams cBeueid 3apoxkaiio. [IpixaHue AeBouek 3aMepIio.

— 970 He ... — TUXO MpOLIeNTaIa Ta, YTO BJajesa Marueu Orus.

— Iponomxkaem! — ckazana pelkeBosIOCas C UKUM IJIAMEHEM B I71a3ax.

JleBOUKHM MPOYUTAIIM JIATUHCKHUE CTPOKH eltie pa3. HeoxkngaHHO OroHs norac, 1 KOMHaTa rnorpy-
3WJ1ach B MOJIHYIO TEMHOTY.

JleBOYKHM 3aMOTYaIH.

Ele MrooBenue — 1 cBe4M BHOBb BCIIBIXHYJIM, HO YK€ YEPHBIM IJITaMEHEM, B3METHYBIIUMCS
MOYTH Ha MOJIMETPA.

B nienTpe kpyra o6paszoBasiach TeMHasl, rycTast CyOCTaHIIMsI, He TIOXOKasi HM Ha YeJIoBeKa, HA Ha
Kakoe-JIM00 JIpyroe KMBoe CyIecTBO. 1o OblT caM psBoi. B rmazax Tpoux IEeBUOHOK OTpasKajcs
o0pa3 HeBUIAHHOW UMM paHee CYIIIHOCTH, BBI3BIBAIOLIEH OIHOBPEMEHHO CTpax, YBaXEHHUE M BOCXH-
IEHUE.

— HeckazaHHas yaua MoceTwia v Halll «KOTeJI» ... — C JIOJIed YCMEIIKH MTPO3BYYasl TOMHBIMH,
TSKEJIBIN MYKCKOU TOJIOC. — ...JIB€ JJ€BCTBEHHHUIIBI. . .

JleBOUKH NeperISIHYIUCh, IBITAsICh MIOHATh, KTO U3 HUX CKPbUI CBOM «IIEPBBIA pa3» OT MOAPYT,
HO «TOJIOC» OBICTPO TIPOIOJIKILIL:

— ...JIAJIHO, )KEPTBY CEKCYaJIbHOTO HACKJIUSI [IOCUMTAEM 3a 0J1 IEBCTBEHHMUIIBL. [IBE C M0JI0BU-
HOM. U ueMm ke THX IOHBIX CO3[IaHUI UX TBOPEI] OO/IEITIIT, YTO OHU PELIMIIN OOPATUThCS KO MHE? —
«TOJIOC» CAAENAJ TIay3y, MOKa JeBOYKU MPUXOIIIIN B ce0sl, MBITAsCh cOOpaTh pa30ekaBIINecs: MbICIU
BOEJMHO.

— [loronute! — ¢ MpoHUEN MPOU3HEC «TOJIOC».

JbsIBOJI TOBOPUII C IEBOUKAMHM Ha UX sI3bIKE, YTOOBI T€ MOIJIM €TI0 MOHUMATb.

— Tbl! — »sHepreTrueckasi cyOCTaHIMSI MOJHHUEHOCHO MPHOIU3WIACH K JIMHHOBOJIOCON
JeBOYKe, Ybe JIMIO ObLJI0 00e300paXxeHo IMpaMaMu OT IOHOIIECKUX MpbIiell. MallblliKa B3IpOrHyJia
OT MCIyIa M 3amMepiia B 0KU/IaHUH, HE CMesl TIOIIEBEIUTbCS. Teneppb «rojoc» cibliaia TOJIbKO OHA.

— BoxkeHbKa He J1aJl KpacoThl: peJJKMe BOJIOCHI, poOieMHast Koxka, (purypa He Ta, Kakylo XoTe-
JI0Ch ObI. .. MasIbuuKy cOBCeM He 00paIaloT BHUMaHus. .. [ledanbHo, — Bce ¢ TOM ke MpOHHUeH Mpo-
u3Hec [psBOJ, UnTas AEBYIIKY, CUASILYIO IEPe]] HUM, KaK OTKPBITYIO KHUTY.

— HeBuHHas ayma — MHe, Kpacota — 1ebe... MeHs ycTpauBaer.

— 4 nmpaBaa Gyny camoil KpacMBOM B IIKOJIE? — € TPENEeTOM e/IBa MPOU3HECIa TEMHOBOJIOCAS
JEeBOYKa.

— Caaaamoil KpacuBOH U3 BCEX, KOTO Thl TOJIBKO 3Haelb! — B rojoce [psiBosa 3Bydasa
yJIBIOKA.

— Cnacu0o... — mpolrenTana IeBoJKa, He 3Has, YTo ellle CKa3aTb.

— Teneps... Tbl! — TeMHas sHeprusi nepeMeTHYJIACh K PhIKEBOJIOCON COCEJIKE.

Teneps [IpsABoiIa cibliiaga TOJIbKO OHA.
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— Hy te6e Bor npsim neppMa NogKHUHYJI, KOHEYHO . .. — ycMexHyics [IpsiBon. — Iamyns ymep,
MamyJ1si Opocuiia, POMEHSIB Ha KaKOTro-TO MY)KMKa U3 MHUpa OObIYHBIX Joauiiek. CHpoToil crana,
Ja elle Jap HUKaK He pacKpoercs, a Belb YXe YeThIpHA/IaTh FOIUKOB. .. Ellle 9Ta crapas rpeiMsa,
3aByd, MIAHTAXUPYET OTUYMCIICHUEM U3 IIIKOJIBI 32 «Oe3IapHOCTh» ... A UATU-TO HeKyaa... M-1a, —
exuaH4Ya [IpsBoi, Hacoaxaasich TeM, Kak KakIoe ero cJIOBO MPUIHHSLIO IEBOYKE OOJIb.

— HO! Ectpb ke xopotasi HOBOCTb! — BOCKJIMKHYJI oH. — $1! Chenika co MHO#M yike 3aBTpa
rapaHTupyer Te0e pacKpbITHE TBOETO J1apa, UTo yoepexkeT TeOsi OT UCKIIIOUEHHsI U3 HIKOJIBI U 00I1ie-
KUTUsA, U Bce TpodieMsl perieHsl! Kakoe cyactbe, He mipaBaa jimn?!

— Vike 3aBTpa? — ¢ HaAEKI0W BOCIIPSIHY/IA JEBYIIKA.

— VYT1poM, Kak MpOCHembcsi! — paJiocTHO BOCKJIUKHY [IbSIBOJ, TIOABITPBIBAs HEOBITHOM
aylIie.

Poixast neByika oomeryeHHO BHIIOXHYJI, €/1Ba CAEPXKUBAsI CYaCThe OT JAHHOTO el 0OeIaHusl.

TpeThst coyyacTHUIIA TEMHOTO pUTYasa yxke 3Hana, 4to Oyaer crienyiomieit. M Oblia moJTHOCTHIO
roroBa. TeMHBIN SHEPreTHUECKUI CTYCTOK TUIABHO MPHUOIM3UIICS K ee XyJIOMY JIMILy, ¥ Telepb ero
CIIBIIIIAJIA TOJIBKO OHA.

— He y6eper 1ebs1 TBOI BoskeHbKa OT U3BpallieHIa 3Toro. .. Yl KpecTuk TBO¥ HaTeNTbHBIN TeOs
He 3amuTii. OcTaeTcs UL HaJek/1a Ha MOIO 3aIlUTy. .. — UPOHUIHO XMBIKHYI [{bsSBOJI.

— Bor TonbK0 He noiiMy 1, 3auem? Bee yxke clyuniock, MpoIiioe He Mepenycarh, Jake 3aKJIo-
YUB CIIEJIKY CO MHOM.

— $1 xo4y, 4TOOBI OOJIBITIE HUKTO HE CMOT JOTPOHYTHLCS JI0 MEHsI TPOTHB MOEU BOJIN, — THXO
MIPOrOBOPUJIA IOHAS AEBYIIIKA, CKBO3b OYyPIIAIIYI0 BHYTPY HEHABUCTb.

— AX, TOYHO, y Hero xe Jfap OJOKHPOBATh UykKKe CIOCOOHOCTH Yepe3 MPUKOCHOBEHUE . .. —
«TOJIOC» CHIeNIa BH, YTO 3a0bUT 00 9TOM, XOTSI OH TIOMHIJI U 3HAJT aOCOJTIOTHO BCE. — ...TIO9TOMY
THl HE CMOIJIa IPUMEHHUTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTU W TIPOTUBOCTOATH eMy. A (PM3UYECKH, KOHEUHO, OH
CUJIbHEe, OH e CO3/IaHKe MYKCKOTO TOJa. ..

— 41 xody, 9TOOBI MO CITIOCOOHOCTH OBLTM HACTOJIBKO MOIIHBIMHU, YTOOBI HUKTO M HHUKOI/IA
HE CMOT' UX OJIOKMPOBATh, HUKAKOW Marueil! — rpoMKO M YeTKO MPOU3Heca AeBYIKa, He Kelas
oonblie ciymath ero u3zieBku. — Jlake Thl! — OHa spocTHO B3MIIsiHY/IA HA CyOCTaHIMIO CBOMMU
KapuMH I1a3amu. B ee B3risazie He ObUIO HU CTpaxa, HU COMHEHHI, OIHA JIUIIb OOJIb.

— Tsl He B TOM MONIOKEHUH, YTOOBI TOProOBaTLCS CO MHOW! — mporpemen royoc [IpsiBona,
COJIPOTHYB BO3AYX. — TBOU MOAPYTH XOTS OBl JEBCTBEHHUIIBI, UX TYIIH IIeHHEe, — BHOBb YA3BUII
€€ «TOJIOC».

— 3ro caenka! — JleBouka oTBena B3MIAA B CTOpoHY. — Ha crienkax oOcykaaloTcs mpaBa u
KennaHus ooenx ctopod. Ecnu He OyzeT mo-mMmoeMy — He OyJeT HUKAaK.

— «!D_,»,».,;0(!)», — 4TO-TO HEpPa30OPUMBOE MPO3BYYATIO B OTBET HA JIATHIHK, OyATO OH
pyracs cebe 1mof HoC.
— Tol MHe He HpaBHIIbCS. .. — (OBIPKHYI [IbsBON. A 3aTtem pe3ko godaBwir: — IllyTtka! Tei

CJIMIIIKOM MHe HpaBHibcst! OT TeOs MCXOOUT MOTpsIcaloNas Heyracaemasl SHeprusi — OTHEHHasl U
crpactHasi. Bo3MokHO, 51 okasieo o cBoeM pelieHuu. .. Ho st xody TBoo ayiny ceOe B KOJUIEKITHIO.
Ku3Hb-TO 0fHA! — TI'POMKO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, CJIIOBHO HaJE€sCh, YTO JEBOYKA OLEHUT €ro YyBCTBO
foMopa. Ho ieBouke ObLIO He /10 cMexa — pelaiach ee JajbHenIas cyapoa rnocie CMepTH 1 Kade-
CTBO OCTaBIIEHCS KU3HU.

— JloroBopunch! — rpoMKO U 4€TKO npousHec [IbsBoi.

Terneps 310 cibimanu Bee. [locnenHee cioBo 6bUT0 32 HUM. [Tpon3Hecs ero, OH pacTBOPUIICS B
BO3/IyXe, 3a0paB ¢ cOO0I TUIaMsI BceX CBeYel M OCTaBUB JIEBOYEK OJHMX B KPOMEIIHOW TEMHOTE.

HayTpo kaxnas u3 neBouyek MpocHyJ1ach B CBOEU KPOBATH, IPUMEPSisl HOBbIE Japbl CBOETO TEM-
HOro NoKkpoBuTelis. Ta, 4To cTpajiana OT CBOEH 3aypsiJHOI BHELTHOCTH, MIOJIyYnJIa HEBEPOATHYIO Kpa-
COTY: YHCTYIO, POBHYIO KOXY, JUIMHHBIE, OJIECTSIINE, TYCThIE BOJIOCHI, CTpOrHYI0 (purypy. OHa yacamu
HE MOIJIa HaTI0OOBaThCsI CBOMM OTPAXKEHUEM B 3epKaJie M HU KarlTi He COXaJlena O COAECSTHHOM.
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Jlpyrast — ee pbiKeBoJIOCas MOAPYra — HaKOHeIl 0OpeJia 1ap acTpaIbHOW MPOEKITNH U TeTieph
YeTKo 3Hasa, uto Buonerra CepreeBHa He MOCMEET BBITHATH €€ U3 MHTEPHATA U JIMIIUThH €€ eIuH-
CTBEHHOI'O JIOMa.

W numib TpeTbs AeByIIKa HE O THIIA HU KarlId BOCTOPra OT MOoIy4YeHHoro fapa. OHa 4yBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK MO €e BeHaM pa3/IMBAeTCs MOIIHAsI SHEPrusi, KOTOpasl Terepb CMOXET 3alllUTHTh €€, YHU-
YTOXKMB JIIDOOTO Ha CBOEM ITyTH. BOT TOJIBKO cUacThs el 3T0 He mprdaBmiIo HU Ha rpamm. [1poruioro
He TepenucaTh, Kak MpaBUIbHO OTMETH bsBOM, Aaxe IMyTeM MPOAaXku AYIIH TEMHBIM CHJIaM. . .
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I'naBa 2. I1i1ennuna.

Hacmoswee apems, agzycm 2009 200.

Apmyp.

ITo noncuéram Aprypa, B PecentopriymMe ¢ MOMEHTa €ro 3aTOUeHHUsI B 9TOM Jiecy B OOJIMKe
YEepPHOTO BOJIKA TPOIILIO YKe OOJIbIIe IBYX ThICSY MIECTUCOT JAHel. TOuHOM 1udpbl OH He 3HAN, BEIb
BpeMs 371eCh IIUI0 COBEPILIEHHO MHAYe, U MOHSATh, [Jie HAUMHAIOTCS U 3aKaHYMBAIOTCSI CYTKH, OBLIO
HEBO3MOXHO.

Bce nHM 31€ch BHITTISA/IEIN OIMHAKOBO: YHBLIAsI CEPOCTh U XMaph, OECITPOCBETHO 3aTSHYBIIUC
He0O, He MEHSUIUCh HU JIHEM, HU HOUb0. Kaxplii HOBBIH JieHb ObLT MOXOX Ha JieHb cypka. OnHako
CYPOK XOTsI OBl BHJEJ COJIHIIE M 3BE3JIbl, UTO JJIs1 ApTypa ObLIO COBEPIICHHO HETO3BOJIUTEILHON
POCKOIIIBIO.

ViKke MoUTH BOCEMb YeIOBEUECKUX JIET APTYp He BUJIEN HU PACCBETOB, HU 3aKATOB, HE UyBCTBO-
BaJI Kamnesb J0K/s Ha KOXe U, KaKeTcs, yxke 3a0bIBaJl, KaK BBIVISAAAT Te, KOro oH moous. Kaxapiii
JIeHb OH COBepIIal 00XO/ 3TOro 6OroM 3a0bITOr0 MeCTa, U JIake TI0X0e CAMOYyBCTBHE HE MOTIJIO €ro
OCTaHOBUTh. VI KaXk Il pa3 OH HaJEsICs, YTO UMEHHO CEerO[Hs Hal/IeT BHIXO U3 ITOW TIOPbMBI.

OcobeHHO ceityac, Koraa )Ku3Hb CTPEMUTEIBHO IMOKHU/IAJIa €ro BOJTUbE TeJIO U JIIOOH AeHb MOT
CTaTh JJIs1 HeTO MocaeJHUM. Belb BOTUbsI )KU3Hb TOPA30 KOPOUe YeJIOBEUECKOW, U OH YKe UyBCTBO-
BaJI, UTO XKUTh €My OCTaBaJIOCh COBCEM HeoNro. A 0OepHYThCS UYEJIOBEKOM OH HE MOT — MEPTBBI
JIeC TOro He MO3BOJIHUT.

CeropHs1, Ha OYepeTHOM 00X0jIe, TOJ1 JIATlaMK ITPUBBIYHO XJTIONANA BSA3Kast OOJIOTHCTAs 3EMJIISL.
Bosayx ObUI rycThIM, 3aTXJIbIM, HACKBO3b MPOMUTAHHBIM CHIPOCTHIO U THUJIBIO, OT KOTOPBIX HEMpO-
M3BOJILHO MOPIIMJICS €r0 YYBCTBUTENIbHBINA BOTUUi HOoc. Kochle 1 MpayHble J1epeBbsi CTOSIN 3[1€Ch
coBceM Oe3 JIMCTBBI, 0e3MOJIBHO HAOJTIO/IAsI 32 Iy THUKOM, CJIOBHO CTapbie cTopoka. C KaXIbiM I1arom
ero Jiambl Bce NIyOke YBsI3aid B MPOMO3IVION kM€ U3 THWIBIX JIMCTheB U BeToK. Kazasoch, cama
3eMJIsl 3/1eCh MPOTUBIJIACH ABUKEHUIO, HE JKeJlasi OTIYCKATh MyTHUKA, CTapasiCh BCAYECKU eMy Mpo-
TUBOCTOSITb.

«C yero 1 B3sUJ1, YTO APYTroil MOPTa BOOOIIE HE CYIIECTBYET 7» — pa3MBIILISLI BOJIK, HeCIela
11arasi 1o OJHUM UM TeM ke MapiipyTam. — «MOoxeT, ropa yxke CMUPUTBCS C TeM, UTO €TUHCTBEHHBIN
BbIX0/1 B Pecenrroprym Haxoqutcsi B peke? Ho 6e3 Kimoua ero Bce paBHO HE OTKPBITb...»

3a Bce rofIbl 3aTOUSHUSI JIUIITb JABAX bl 00X01 ApTypa MpuHec OaronpusTHbIe Tioasl. B nep-
BBII pa3 ceMb C MOJOBUHOM JIeT Ha3aj Onarojiapsi CBOeMy YyTKOMY OOOHSIHMIO OH HAIIeNl 0a3uC U
qy[0M n30eskall ruOes OT uctorieHus. Bo Bropoit — Berperw SIHy, Graromapsi KOTOpOW He come
31ech ¢ yma. M ¢ KaxkJpIM HOBBIM PEiIOM eMy CTaHOBWJIOCH BCE CIIOKHEe BEpUTh B TO, UTO KOTrJa-
HUOYOp OHM ¢ SIHOW cMOryT BeIOpaThcsl oTciona. Ho ieHb 3a JIHEM OH YHpPsIMO IPOJIOKAT CBOM
TIOUCKH. . .

Oazucom OHM Ha3BaJll MECTO, r1ie OblTa BOJA U XOThb Kakasi-To nuina. [Ipsmo nocpenu Gecripo-
[JISIIHOTO MEPTBOTO Jieca MpoTeKalla peka — eIMHCTBEHHbIN NCTOUHUK XU3HU 3ech. Ha HebobiioM
OCTPOBKE TIO IIEHTPY PEKU POCJIO HEMHOTO CheIOOHBIX TPUOOB M STOM, a WHOTJA Jake YIaBajioch
CJIOBUTH MAPOUKY KPBIC.

B ocranbHOe BpeMsi eIMHCTBEHHBIM CIIACEHHEM OblIa caMa peKa, 10 KpaeB HAllOJIHEHHAS OJIHO-
oOpazHoil ppiooi. Kak xe oH HeHaBupen peiOy! MeHbllle UyeM TMOKM3HM Ha3aja phlda Kasaiach
ApTypy OIHUM U3 3aMeyvaTesbHbIX JeIUKaTecoB. Ternepp ke ee MPUXOIUIOCh eCTh, 3akaB HOC, —
KOTOPBIN OH JJa’ke TOJIKOM 3aKaTh HE MOT M3-32 OTCYTCTBHS YeJIOBEUECKUX MaJIblIeB, — JIUIIL Obl HE
MOMepeTh OT rOJI0AA.

[NorpyxeHHbIl B CBOM MBICIIY, BOJIK I1I€JI, HE OCTAHABIMBAsICh, KaK BAPYT YTO-TO ycibliial. Ero
O0JIBIIIOe, YEPHOE YXO PE3KO CIENANO MOBOPOT Ha JEBSHOCTO I'PAIyCOB B CTOPOHY MCTOYHMKA 3BYKA,
Jlanbl OCTAHOBWJIMCH, KaK BKOMaHHbIe. EMy He MOCTBIIIAIoch. 3BYK MOBTOPWICS. DTO ObLT YEH-TO
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Kalllesb, YejaoBeueckuil Kaiesb. OH ObICTpOo MoOekas eMy HaBcTpedy. 3BYK MPeKpaTuics, HO BOJIK,
B3SBIIUI CJIe]], YKe I11eJ Ha 3arax.

Hakonern yBuaeB uenoBeka, Aptyp 3ameanni mar. OCTOPOKXHO CTymasi 0 MOKPBIM JIUCTBSIM,
OH MEJUICHHO MPUOMKAJICs, YTOOBI paCCMOTpPETh He3HakoMIla. MM okaszayiach I0Hasi IEBYIIKA CO
CBETJIBIMU MIIIEHUYHBIMH BOJIOCAMU, 3a0paHHBIMU B pacTpeNaHHbIA XBOCTHK Ha 3aTbliKe. Ho ero BHU-
MaHue OOJbIle BCEro MpUBJIEKIa OJHA MHTepecHas JIeTalb — 10 OOJIM 3HaKOMBIH Jiorotun «Pecen-
TOPUYM», BBIIIUTHIN HA KeNITON (hyTOONKE AEBYIIIKH.

«Ona u3 Pecentopryma!» — MpoHeCI0Ch B €ro rojIoBe, U Cep/lle MOANPHITHYIIO OT PAJIOCTH.

OH cras MeJJIeHHO MOAKPAAbIBATLCS K JIEBYIIKE, YTOOBI paccCMOTpeTh ee noomrke. [lomoias
JOBOJILHO OJTIM3KO, HO BCE ellle Jiepkach Ha Oe30IaCHOM PacCTOSIHUU, APTYp OIIYTHJI TOHKHUI 3amax
s, yKe 3HaKoMbIid eMy. Takke maxiio ot SIHbel ¥ OT ee poauTeiel, KOoraa OH Hallles X YeThipe roAa
Hazaj, coBeplasi ouepeaHon pein no «Meprtsoii [letsie». Takxke maxsio U3 ero mpa3aHUIHOTrO OOKasa
B €r0 BOCEMHA/ILIATHIN A€Hb POXKIEHHsI, KOTIa OH CaM OYYTHJICSA 3/1eChb. BOT TOJIBKO TOr/Ia OH HE 3HAJ,
YTO 3TO OBLT 3arax sija.

Bce ykaspiBasio Ha TO, UTO JIeBYIIIKa ObUTa OYEPEHOM KepTBOW BHONETTHI, Kak 1 OH caM, Kak U
SIna ¢ popurensimu. Ho oH He Mor OBITH 10 KOHIIa yBepeH... OH He 3HaJI, ObLIa JIM OHA KePTBOU YepHOM
Maruu, Kak ¥ OH, WM «3aCJIaHHbIM Ka3auyKoM», KOTOpOro npuciaia Buonerra, 4roObl MpOBEpUTH, HE
OCTaJICS JIU KTO-TO B KMBBIX B 9TOM JIECY, & €CJIU OCTAJICS, TO JOOUTh. ..

«MOXeT, 3TO OCTPOYMHBIN XOI BHONETTHI: JaTh HE CMEPTENbHYIO O3y CBOEH «IIeCTEpKe»,
YTOOBI Ta Jierye BTepiiach B loBepue?!» — pasMBIILISUT APTyp, NBITASCh HAWTH MOABOX, TIsAIs HA
JeBYIIKY, YTO IPUXOAMIA B ceOs1, CH/Isl Ha MOKpo 3eMJie. Ho ero octpoe 0O0HsIHUE TOBOPUIIO 00paT-
HOE — KOHIICHTpAIIMS 1712 B €e KpOBU ObIa CMEPTENIbHOM, U ObUIO YIUBHUTEIBHBIM, UTO JAEBYIIKA JI0
CHX TIOp OCTaBaJIaCh KUBA.

ApTyp caenan emie mar HaBCcTpeuy AEBYIIKe, U UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CJTy4YailHO HACTYIIHJ
Ha CyXYI0 BETKY, UTO HE TaK JaBHO yIajia C BEPLIMHBI OHOTO U3 JIEPEBbEB.

«XpycTh!» — IpOMKO pa3/1ajioch B NOJIHOW TUILMHE Jieca M0]] €0 MOIIHOM JIalon.

JleBy1ika pe3ko o0epHYyJIach, Oy/ITO yxke Obllla TOTOBA K YeMY-TO JIypHOMY. YBUEB Miepej1 coOou
’KMBOTO BOJIKa, €€ Ila3a OKPYIIIINCh. Bosk, 3amepeB, cMoTpen Ha Hee. [leByika, He CBOIs C HEro
B3IVIS1/1a, HAYasIa MJIaBHO MOJHUMATHCS C JIUCTBBI, MEJICHHO MPUHUMAasi BEPTUKATIbHOE TIOJIOKEHHE.
Bonk 3Han ogHO: pa3 Ha Het pyTOonka «Pecenropuyma», 3HAUUT, y Hee SIBHO €CTh KAaKOK-TO Jap.

«Ho kako#? OnacHa Jiu OHa Ha paCCTOSTHUM 7» — Pa3MBIIILISIT OH, IMBITASICh CTUIAHUPOBATh CBOM
JaJIbHeHIIUE 1ary.

JleByIIKa MeJIeHHO MOMSITUIACh Ha3ajl, eBa CIBIIIHO Oypua cebe 1moj HoC:

— S He BKycHas. .. K ToMy %e MHEe 4TO-TO BKOJIOJH, U, €CJIU THI COXPEIIb MEHs, Thl HABEPHSIKA
MIOMpEIIIb.

JlanbHeinvie 1efCTBUS HE3HAKOMKY OBbUTH BIOJIHE MPeCcKa3yeMbl, HO BCe e 3acTaiu ApTypa
Bpacmiox. OH cKopee OKU/Ia, YTO OHA aTaKyeT ero, MpoJeMOHCTPUPOBAB CBOM Jap, HO BMECTO 3TOTO
JeByIKa Opocuiach Oexkarh.

MrHOBeHHO Ipu/s B ce0s1, BOJIK KUHYJICS BIOTOHKY, YTOOBI HE YIIYCTUTh CBOIO «HaXOAKy». OHa
Oexaya He B Ty CTOPOHY. ApPTyp MOHUMAJI: YeM JIajibllle OHa YOXKHUT OT 0a31Ca B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM,
TEM MEHbIIIE y Hee IIAHCOB BBIKUTH B 9TOM JIeCy. DTOro OH JOIMYCTUTh HE MOT. APTyp peIu YCKO-
pUThCS M 0OOTHATDH €€, YTOOBI TPErpaJuTh €M MyTh U TIOTHATh B APYTyIo cTopoHy. Ho 310 0OKazaioch
HE TaK-TO MPOCTO, KaK €My MPECTaBISIIOCh.

«OHa OeKUT CIUIIKOM OBICTPO /TS YeJI0BeKa, OTPABJICHHOTO siioM. M BooOIIIe, /17151 OOBIYHOTO
YyesioBeKa OHa OeXKHT OUeHb OBICTPO», — JyMaJsl BOJIK, MPUOABJIsisA XoAa. DTo HAOMOAeHNE Ka3aloch
ApTypy 3aHUMaTeIbHBIM U 3aCTaBJISIIO0 3ayMaThest. Ho Harpyska, KOTOpoi OHa cefiuac rojaseprasia
CBOE ceplle, ero Mmyraua: Be/ib ee Cepally MPUXOAUIOCh C HEMBICIMMOW CHJIOW THaTh 10 €€ BeHaM
OTpPAaBJICHHYIO KPOBb.
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Bonky He xBaTano OyKBaJIbHO Maphl IAroB, YTOOBI MPErpajuTh AEBYIIKE JOPOTY, KaK BAPYT
HE3HAKOMKA, CJIOBHO I0pPKasi MBIIIIb, HBIPHYJIA BHYTPbh O'POMHOTO JiepeBa. BomK pe3ko 3aTopMo3u
niepe[ IepeBoM, B3METHYB IEPeAHUMH JIAlaMU BOPOX THUJION JIMCTBBL. BCTPSIXHYB rojIoBOM U B3bEpO-
IIMB TYCTYIO I'PUBY, OH MPUHSUICS] OOHIOXMBATh CTBOJL.

OH uyBCTBOBaJ 3amax AEBYIIKH, sa U JAPEBECHOW THUIJIM, KOTOPHIE CIUBAIICH B TSIKEIIBIH,
HETIPUSTHBIN apoMaT. UyThe MOACKa3bIBAIIO EMY, UTO JEBYIIKA BCE €IIe [e-TO PsI0M, HO pa3yM OTKa-
3bIBAJICS IOHUMATh, KaK OHA MOTJIa UCUe3HyTh. OOHIOXaB IEPEBO CO BCEX CTOPOH, BOJIK JIeT HAIIPOTHB
HEro U 3aMep B OKHUJAHUM.

[pomnwno okomno Tpex munyT. [To KpaitHelt Mepe, APTyp YCIes TPHK/IbI TOCIUTATh PO ceOs 10
IIECTU/IECSITH, HO HUYETO He Mpor301LI0. OHAKO BOJIK HUKY/A HE TOPOIMJICS: OH TEPIIEIMBO KAA,
BOCCTaHABJIMBAsI CUJIbI TIOCJIE HEJJOJITOW TIOTOHM.

«PaHO WM MO3/IHO YTO-TO MPOUBOUIET. ..» — HE COMHEBAJICS ApTYp.

U on okazasics npas.

Crycrs elwie napy MUHYT, Ka/IHO BJIbIXasl IUIOTHBIH, 3aTXJIbI BO3/1yX MEPTBOIO Jieca, AEBYIIKA
BBICKOUMJIA U3 JiepeBa U Opocuiachk Oexarb. Termeph OHa ABUTasach B HY)KHOM HarlpaBjieHUd. Boik
cpady Opocuiics 3a Heid. OH BUjIeN, Kak ei TSKeJo JIbIIATh, Kak ee JbIXaHhe CTAHOBUTCS Bce Oosee
MIPEPHIBUCTHIM, @ HOTM HAYMHAIOT MoAKammBaThcss. OH cOaBUI CKOPOCTh, YTOOB OHA HE TOTepsia
CO3HaHHUE OT TaKoW Harpy3ku. Ho feByIka Bce paBHO He yaepikajiach Ha HOrax M pyXHyJla Ha 3eMITIO.

ApTyp IpBITHYJI HA Hee W MpUXKal K 3eMJIe, YMpPasiCh MOIIIHBIMU KOTTUCTBIMHU JIallaMH B ee
TUIeYH, YTOOBl OHA HE CMOTJIa MOAHAThCS. OH CMOTpEsT Ha Hee CBOMMM KEJITHIMU TJ1a3aMH, TTHITAsICh
B3IVISIIOM YOEIUTh ee YCOKOUThCS. OH HajlesyIcs TAKUM 00pa3oM TOKa3aTh, YTO HE OMAceH W He
coOMpaeTcsi MPUIMHSATH ei 00JIb, €CJIM TOJIbKO OHA He HanaieT nepBoit. Ho 3ax/1ecTHYBIIMI IEBYIIIKY
CTpax He MO3BOJISLI € pa3isgeTh B AEHCTBHUAX BOJIKA HUYETO, KPOME YIPO3HL.

Omna mporia CKBO3b HEro Tak ke JIETKO, Kak IMpoIjia CKBO3b J€PEeBO, U BHOBb OPOCHJIACH
6exarb co Bcex Hor. Ha Mur motepsiB HE3HaAKOMKY U3 BUILy, ApTyp oueneHen. Ho, o6epHyBIIHCh,
OH YBHJEJ, YTO JIEBYIIKA MPOIOKaeT OekaTh B CTOPOHY oasuca. [103ToMy OH Terepb He CIeIu
THATBCS 32 HeW, 3Hasi, YTO TaM ee BCTPETUT SHa.

«Y Hee nmap ¢dazupoBanus!» — ydeauncs Aptyp, misans ei Benen. — «[lorpscaome! OHa
CIIOCOOHA TTPOXOIUTH CKBO3b KUBYIO TUIOTH! DTO OUEHb XOPOIIIO...» — B TOJIOBE ApTypa yXke 3pel
TeHUAJTbHBIN TUIaH.

HOas.

[Nocne xryuero ykona B coHHylo aprepuio KOst ouHysmach mocpey XMyporo Jjieca, e 1epeBbs
cTosiyii Oe3 JIMCTBBI, CIIOBHO Ha ABOpeE y:ke Oblia ITyOoKasi oceHb. B BO3ayxe maxJjio rHUJIbIO U CHIPO-
creio. Jlexxa Ha crine, FOnst cmoTpesna Ha He00, 0 KOTOPOMY OBUIO HEBO3MOXHO TMOHSITh, KOTOPbIN
ceivac 4ac, Tak Kak JyIsi Toro He ObUI0 HUKAKUX opueHTUpoB. OT oO)uraolei 0011 B Topie mocie
BBEJICHHOT'O Tpernapara 1 Tspkesioro Bozayxa lOmns 3akanuisiack. OHa nonsitajiach MPUBCTATh, OIMHU-
pasich JTAJOHSMH Ha MPOTUBHO XJTIOTAIOIIYIO TPSCHUHY U3 THUIBIX JINCTHEB U BETOK.

— Bya! — ckpuBmnacsk FOms, oTpsixuBast pyKy OT NPWIMIIINX KYCKOB JIUCTBBI, OOJIBIIIE HATIO-
MUHAIOIIUX YbU-TO cOrud. — Onsth jiec? Cepbe3HO? — ¢ 0JIel UPOHUY MPOrOBOPHIIA OHA, EIlle He
OCO3HaBasl BCEH CEPhE3HOCTH CUTYallMH, B KOTOPOM OKa3aJiach.

«WHTepecHo, uto MHe Takoe BKkonoyu? Tak co BceMu ydyeHMKaMH MOCTYMAOT B TOM IIKoje?
U xak g BooOme TyT okazanack? I'ne sta keHmuHa?» — nymana lOms, motupass Mecto ykonia Ha
niee. OHO yKacHO MEKJIO.

JleBy1iIka BHUIMATEIbHO OCMATPUBAJIACH IO CTOPOHAM, HCTIBITHIBAS JIETKOE TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE.

«XpycThb!» — rJe-To HeMoJAJIeKy XPYCTHYJIa BETKa.

JleByIIka MOMEHTaJIBHO OOEpHY/Iach Ha 3BYK, OKUJIAsl YBUAETh CBOIO HE BIIOJIHE a/IEKBATHYIO
noxuTutesbHuIly. Ho To, 4To OHa yBHzENa Ha caMOM Jiefie, OKa3ajloch ropaso Xyke. B HeCKOIbKUX
METpax OT Hee CTOsI OTPOMHBIM YEPHBIM BOJIK C JKEATHIMU IJ1a3aMU, HATIOMUHABIIUMHU hapbl TOM
MIPOKJIATOM cTapoil «Bomrm».
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Ouenenes ot cTpaxa, O HeCkoIbKO MTHOBEHUII IPOCTO CMOTpeJia B IJ1a3a 3Bepio. Boik, He
mwurasi, cMoTpes Ha Hee. IO Hayana MeIieHHO MOAHUMAThCS C 3eMJIH, CTapasich He JIeNaTh Pe3KUX
apwxkeHnit. OHa MOHMMAJIA, YTO BOJIK — CYIIIECTBO HE TIIyTOe M MMPEKPACHO OCO3HAET, YTO OHA JIeJIaeT.
OpHako HaJiek1a Ha TO, YTO €Ml BCe ke yAacTCsl YUTH HeBPEIUMOI, ellle OCTaBasach.

B rosose 110 cux nop ObUT TyMaH, HO JIETKUI BCIUIECK aipeHasIiHa MpUBe ee B 4yBCcTBO. [on-
HSBIIMCH HA HOTH, KOs MeIeHHO OMATUIIACh Ha3a/l, €/1Ba CIIBIIIHO MTPUTOBAPUBASI:

— S He BKycHas. .. K ToMy %e MHEe 4TO-TO BKOJIOJH, U, €CJIU THI COXPEIIb MEHs, Thl HABEPHSIKA
MIOMpEIIIb.

IOns Hagesnack, 9TO yMHOE CYIIECTBO MOUMET TO U HE CTaHET PUCKOBATh CBOEH JKM3HBIO paIu
omHoro odena. OHAKO, TJie TApAaHTHH, YTO JICCHOW BOJIK TIOHMMAaeT YeJIOBEUECKUi, TeM Oojee pyc-
ckuil s13bIK ? [IpaBUIbHO: HUKAKUX !

IOns He cremma nsATUIACH Ha3all, jKeJlast MJIaBHO CKPBIThCS U3 €ro Nosis 3peHust. Bosk maray:
BIIepe]], COXPaHsisl MPEXHIO TUCTAHIMIO MEXy HUMH. VIcmyraBImmch, 4To BOJIK JIBUHYJICS K HEM,
FOns 6pocunack 6exathb Kyaa ri1asza siaiar. A Tisgead oHU OyKBAJIbHO B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI.

[NocnencTBrsi BKOJIOTOTO Tpernapara JaBajid o ceOe 3HaTh: MOMUMO TOJOBOKpYskeHus, HOns
UCIIBIThIBAJIA CHJIBHYIO Pac(OKYCHPOBKY 3pEHHsI, UTO CTAJI0 OYEBUIHO, JIUIIIH KOIJja OHA Havasa IBHU-
ratbcsi. K ToMy ke Jiec co BceX CTOPOH BBITJISIIEN OJMHAKOBO: HA KYCTOB, HU TPOIMHOK, HU JIAXKe
KaMHel, KpyroM TOJIbKO OIHH TOJIbie IepeBbsi. Bce BBIMIAAENO TaK, CIOBHO €r0 CO3Jai Ha KOMITBIO-
Tepe METOIOM «KOIMPOBATh/BCTABUTD.

IOns Gexanma M30 Bcex cuil, KOTOpble Moria cebe cefiuac Mo3BoiuTh. [loHMMasi, 4Tto BOJIK
JOTOHSIET, a CUJIbI CTPEMUTENBHO €€ TMOKUIAI0T, OHA MOJIHUEHOCHO TMPUHSJIA PElleHUe CIPSATAThCS
B siepeBe. IOns moHMMana, 4To Tam el OTABIIIATLCS He YAACTCs, HO 3TO ObLT eIMHCTBEHHBIN IIAHC
CIIACTHCh U, KaK OHA HaJeslach, COUTh BOJIKA CO CIIeAa.

3azepxkaB 1 0e3 TOro HEPOBHOE JIbIXaHWE, JEBYIIKA HBIPHYJIA B CTBOJI OIHOTO W3 JEPEBbEB.
Huxorna npexne 3asepkka IbpIXaHWs HE Ka3ajgach €fl TakoW CJIOXHOW M MyuuTenbHoM. Kaxnas
CEeKyHJa BHYTPH MPOTHUBIILIETO CTBOJIA Ka3ajach el BEYHOCThIO. Eif TO U J1e/10 XOTenoCh KaluIsaHyTh
WM B3/IOXHYTh MOTTyOKe — Bce OyITo ObUIO IPOTHUB HEe.

Ho camoe yxacHoe ObLIO B TOM, YTO MUHYTHI IIUTM, & BOJIK He yxomwi. OH TeprearBo kaal,
Oy[ITO 3HAJN, YTO OHAa BOT-BOT BhIAET. He BbigepkaB Oonblie HU CeKyHAbl, FOnsi BBICKONIBb3HYIA
Hapy’Ky, CJIOBHO OIIINAapeHHas, )KaIHO IJI0Task TYCTOM, 3aTXJIbIi Bo3ayX. OHa 130 BceX CUIl repedu-
pajia Horamu, 4To MpeaTeIbCKy 3aryIeTaIiCh U TO U JIeJI0 BSI3/IM B MOK PO kuke. OHa MOMbITanach
00epHYThCSI, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, TJle HAXOMUTCS 3BEpPb, HO TYT e, OTePsIB paBHOBECHE, PyXHYJIa
Ha MATKYIO 3eMJIIO.

— Her, Her, HeT... — cOuBuuBo npouienTaia ks, mpITasch BCTaTh.

Ho He ycniena oHa 1axe MOAHATHCS HAa KOJIEHH, KaK BOJIK OyKBaJIBHO BAABUII €€ B 3eMJIIO, ITPHU-
IaBJMBasi BceM CBOMM BecoM. [lo orryieHusm, Becui OH He MeHblle yenoBeka. OH Jepxal ee 3a
TUJIEYY CBOMMH OI' POMHBIMH JIallaMU, He TI03BOJIsIs MOTHATHCA. Tak 611M3K0 Mopay uBoro Boska ks
ele HUKOI/1a He BHUEeTIa.

CxaBIIUCh OT CTpaxa, AEBYIIKAa BCTPETHIIACH C €r0 SPKUM B3IJISAOM U YBUZENA, KaK MPSIMO
y Hee Ha I71a3ax pacImpsioTcs ero 3padku. [71y0oko B3noxHyB, KOs pBaHynach Briepea, mpoxoss
CKBO3b KUBOTHOE, CJIOBHO CKBO3b TOJIILY BOIBI, U, OBICTPO MOAHSBIIMCH HA HOTH, TOOEKaa TaJblIIe.
Omna Oosnbinie He obopaunBaiack. KOs permmia mpocTo Oekarh, MOKA €CTh CHJIbI, — OeXaTh 10
TMOCJIETHETO B3/10Xa.

Bckope, Mesx1y omHOOOpa3HBIMU APSIXJIBIMU JEPEBbSIMH BAATH 3aMEJIbKAIN 3€JIeHble KPACKH
neca. C KaxapIM [IIaroM I'paHUIa MeXk Ty MEPTBbIM JIECOM 1 XKHBBIM Tei3aKeM CTAHOBUIIACH BCE sipUe
u orueTiBee. FOus He moHMMAaa, peasibHO JIM TO, YTO OHA BUWT, FUTH 3TO MPOCTO FaJUTIOIMHALINS —
ouepenHou 3(pdeKT OT OyIIyoIIero B ee KpoBH rnpenapara. Ho 3T0T ocTpoBOK BCesisil B Hee HaJIe KTy
Y TIpUJIaBajl Ul OekaTh Jajibliie, Koraa OoJblie BCero XOTeaoch MpocTo ynacth. Emie 4yTh-uyTh —
Y OHa CMOKET 3aTepAThCS CPEIH TBIIIHBIX 3€JIeHBIX KYCTOB.
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IOns Gesxana, crapasich He MOPraTh, YTOOBI MPEKPACHBIN MUPAX BMECTE C TPU3PAYHON HA/IEK-
Ioil Ha criaceHue He ucye3nu. [loutn noOexaB A0 Oa3uca, OHA 3aMETHJIA YEJOBEYECKUI CUITyIT:
NpsIMO Ha TPaHMIIE ABYX MHPOB, CIOBHO MPHU3PAK B MIPOCTOPHOM TOyOOM ILIATBHUIIE, HETIOABUAKHO
CTOsUIa I0HAS JIEBYIIIKA U MoTda HaOmonana 3a FOneid, 6eryieit K Helt HaBcTpedy.

— Cnacaiicsa! Tam Bosk! 3a MHOU 6eXHUT OrpomMHbIi Boik! — kpudana FOms, 3agpixasce Ha
oery.

Ho neBy1ika mpogosskiiia HeMmoABUKHO CTOSITh, CIOBHO COBEPILICHHO €€ HE CIIBIIIAIA.

«OHa MHe MeperuTcs», — nogymaria FOums, Ho mary oHa He cOaBHJIa.

Ei1 xazanock, 4TO ecii oHa JA00EKUT, eClIM YCIieeT KOCHYThCSI HOTaMH 3€JIeHOU TpaBbl, TO Ta
yXe HUKYyJa He Ucue3HeT U oHa OyaeT criaceHa. CIOBHO 3To OblIa UTPa B JOTOHSIJIKH, & STOT 3€JICHBIH
OCTPOBOK — «JIOMHK>», B KOTOPOM MOXHO CITPSITAThCS.

Enga meimia, KOst BeiOeskasia M3 4aBKAIOIIEH 101 HOraMy BOHIOUEH KKK Ha YIIPYTYIO JIETHIOI
TMOYBY, KakK TYT K€ OIIYyTHJIA, YTO BCE ee TeJo OOMSKIIO. PyxHYB Ha 3eMIli0, OHa TIOTepsijla CO3HAHUE.
[Nocnenuen, KOoro oHa yBujena, Oblia I0Hasl AEBYIIKA — Ha BHJ JIET YeThIPHAIIIATH, HEOOBIKHOBEH-
HOH KpacoThl, KOTOPOI He HAIILIOCh Obl paBHBIX BO BeeneHnnoi. Kaszanock, ee coTBopuin U3 cBeta u
MeuTsl. HaBepHoe, 310 ObUT aHres, mpuiieAmuil 3adpats KOmo k Bory.

Ana.

Han noropatomymu yrisiMu KOCTpa BO3BBIIIAJICS NIMPOKUH TVIOCKUI KaMeHb, Ha KOTopoM SIHa
HECIIEITHO PaCKJIaiblBajia TPaBkl Tsl CYMIKK. [103ke OHa rOTOBMIIA U3 HUX LieJieOHbIe OTBAPHI U MTPO-
CTBIE HACTOM IS €5KEIHEBHOTO MUThsl. Bce yTpo oHa coOupasia 3TH TpaBbl HA MAJIEHBKOM OCTPOBKE
MOCpeId TEMHOW PEeKU — €AMHCTBEHHOM MecCTe, I/ie Oblla XOTh KaKasi-TO KM3Hb B 3TOM JIeCy.

Korga-To maBHO, MOXKHO CKa3aTb, B MPOIUION XKU3HH, ellle MaMa SHbI 3aHUMaIach cOOPOM
pasnuuHbIX TpaB. Tenepp xke cam mporecc cOopa M CyIIKHM ycrokauBai SIHy, momorasi CKOpoTaTh
oIHOOOpa3Hble THU ee ku3HU B MepTBoii [letie. 3aKOHUMB aKKypaTHO, psiji 3a PSIOM, PACKJIaAbIBaTh
TpaBbl, SIHa pa3aBHHYIA MATKOH YIJIM, YTOOBI €€ ypoKaid He TIOArope.

[Mocpenu nMpUBBHIYHON MEPTBOW THILUHKI Jieca, Tjie He ObUIO CIIBIIIHO HU TIeHUs MTHII, HU KBa-
KaHbs JIATYIIEK, HU CTPEKOTa HACEKOMBIX, SIHEe TOCBIIIAIHCEH TsoKelble Xmonaomnpe mark. C Kax-
IbIM IIIArOM OHM 3BYYaJll BCE OTUETIIUBEE.

«TO HE BOJYBHM JATbl...» — Cpa3y onpezaenwia $IHa, CIUMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HABIIAS MOCTYIb
Aprypa.

JleByIIka MOTHSIACH HA HOTH, OTPSIXHYJIa CBOE CHJIBHO MCTpENaBIleecs] BpeMEeHeM roiryooe
TUIaThe, MOIOILIA K KPalo 0a3uca, CIIOBHO K KPalo CKaJIbl, 1 BHUMATEJIbHO BIVISAEIACH B CEPYIO Jallb.
Ei1 HaBcTpedy Oexkasa CBETJIOBOJIOCasl JEBYINKA, €IBa JepKach HAa HOTax M YTO-TO KpUya. 3a BCe
TO/Ibl, TIPOBE/ICHHBIE B 9TOM JieCy, SIHa Oblla €JMHCTBEHHBIM JKMBBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, TIePEABUTABIIINMCS
Ha JIByX HOTax, a Terepb BUENIA elle OIHOTO.

«WHTepecHo, uto Oyner aanbiie?» — MogyMaa OHa.

— Cnacaiica! Tam Bonk! 3a MHOU OeXUT OrPOMHBIA BOJK! — KpU4Yaja CBETJIOBOJOCAS
JeBYIIKA, 3a/IbIXasiCh Ha Oery.

SlHa HEMOABMKHO CleUIa 32 TIPOUCXOSAIINM, SICHO OCO3HABasi: APTYp 3HAJ O ee MOSIBJICHUH
B MeptBoii [letne. [JoGexaB /10 3eJieHOM I'paHMIIbI, CJIOBHO MapadoHell 10 (hUHHMINA, HE3HAKOMKA
pyxHysa 6e3 CO3HaHUSI.

[Nourty cpa3zy ke MOCTBIIIAINCh YaBKAOIIME IIard BOJIKA MO THWJIOH JMCTBe. flHa BCTpeTmiia
ero sIHTApHBIN, MPAKTUYECKH YEJIOBEUESCKUI B3MJISA, U Cpa3y MOHsIA, YTO OH XOYeT YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

— To1 ee 00e3aBKIIIA? — 00ECIIOKOEHHO TTPO3BYYAJIO B €€ TOJIOBE.

Hespumasi cBs3b, 4TO BO3HHUKJIA B 3TOT MOMEHT ME3K/1y X B3IJIsIIaMU, MMO3BoIsuIa SIHe oTuer-
JIMBO YJIABJIMBATh MBICITH BOJIKA, CJIOBHO OHA CIIBIIIIAJIA €T0 YeJIOBeYeCKUi rooc. BoT Tombko oTBe-
YaTh MPUXOAUIIOCH BCIIYX, Belb APTyp HEe MOT YUTaTh €€ MBICTH B OTBET.

— Her. Ona cama oTkounsIach, — Cyxo oTBeTuia SAHa.
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— DT0 KpaiiHe TJI0X0, — HAINpPsKEHHO MPOM3HeC APTYp, HE OTPbIBasl B3MIsAAA OT JEBYIIKH.
— Ee Teno oTpaBieHo s10M, U BCE e B HEl yIUBHUTEIbHAS cHia. S mopaskeH TeM, Kak JIOIro OHa
conpoTuBisieTcss. Ham HyXKHO /1eficTBOBaTh HEMEIJICHHO, MHAYE MBI €€ TIOTepsieM.

— Kako# cMbIcT 4TO-TO jienaTh, eclid OHa yxke 31ech? 31ech y Hee He Oy/leT KU3HU... —
PABHOIYIIIHO MPOroBOpWIa fIHa, He pa3aesisas SHTy3uazMa Aprypa.

— OHa MOXeT CTaTh HaIllMM IIPOBOJHUKOM U3 3TOro mMecta. Y Hee Aap (pa3upoBaHUs, U OH
MOPa3UTEIbHO CHUJIEH, Jlake HECMOTps Ha ocnabneHHoe Teno. OHa mpoluia CKBO3b MEHsI, CJIOBHO
sl IPU3paK, — TBepHIo HactamBaid Aptyp. — U maxe ecnu s ommbaoch, OHa BCe PaBHO CIIOCOOHA
noBe/iaTh HaM HOBOCTH U3 Pecerntopuyma.

— Ecnum MBI Bce paBHO OTCIofIa He BhIOepeMcs, 3aueM TeOe 3HaTh HOBOCTU U3 Pecenropuyma?
— CKETITHYECKHU CIIpocuiIa fHa, He TOpOIsCh NEPEXOIUTh K IeUCTBUSIM.

— Heyxenu Tebe He XO4eTcst MOrOBOPUTD C KEM-TO, KpoMe MeHs? — APTyp MbITAJICS HANTH
APYroy MOAXo[l, CTapasich ee 3aMOTUBUPOBATb.

— MeHs BIOJIHE YCTparBaeT TO, UTO, €CJIH 51 He CMOTPIO TeOe B I71a3a, s1 TeOsI He CIIBIITY. A Kak
MHE ee 3aTKHYTh? — B3/IEpHYB OpPOBb, ChsI3BUIIA SIHA, HE MEHsIs BBIpaXKEHUs JIIIA.

Bosk rpoMKo BBHIIOXHYJI, Tepsisi apryMeHThl. OH SIBHO HAUMHAT 3JTUThCS.

fIHa 3Hasa: XOTh OH ¥ MyZIp, Ceivac CriacTH JIeBYIIIKY MOIJIa TOJIbKO oHa. Ho KaskbIil pa3, korna
OHa JIeuyrJia KOro-To, Tocje 3TOro ee OyKBaJbHO BBIBOPAYMBAJIO HAWZHAHKY: TOIIHWJIO, PBAJIO, TEJIO
ocabeBaio, rojioBa Kpy:KUIach, U ei MPUXOAUIIOCH IOJITO IPUXOAUTH B cebs1. 3aTO MPUUMHSS OOJb,
OHa OILIyIIaJIa MMPUIUB CUJI, KPOBb Oypiiviia B XKWJIaX, a pasyM CTAHOBUJICS SICHBIM M OCTPBIM, Kak
HUKorzaa. Bropoe el HpaBuiiock ropasao Oosnbie. Mcrensats ObUlo MyKOW ISl Hee, a pa3pylleHue
— JJaBaJIo KU3Hb.

— $IHa, mociymai MeHs1 BHUMATeJIbHO, — TPOU3HEC APTYp POBHO, 0e3 TEeHU pa3[pakeHusl,
HO C eJIe3HOU TBEPAOCTHIO B rosioce. — $1 MOHMMaI0 TBOE HeXeJlaHNUe BMEIIMBATLCS, U ThI BIIPaBe
YyBCTBOBAaTh TO, YTO UyBCTBYyellb. Ho ceiiyac Ha KOHy ee HM3Hb 1, BO3MOXHO, HaIla cynp0a. Mbl He
MO’eM TI03BOJIUTH cebe mpomeyiearne. Crienait To, 9To JOKHA, a BCe TIOCECTBUS 1 Oepy Ha ceOsl.
— OH B310XHY 1 100aBmI: — Takoro manca To4HO 6oJbliie He OyaeT, 1o KpaiHel Mepe y MeHsI.

AprymeHTsl Aptypa OblTM BecbMa yOeqUTeTbHBIME, HO SIHY COBEpIIEHHO He MHTEpecoBaia
cyabOa 3t1oil eBymiky. Ee cnaceHne ka3zanoch eil OeCCMBICIICHHBIM 3aHSTHEM, KaK U cama KU3Hb B
Meprtsoii Iletne. Bee mieHHUKYM 3TOro U3MepeHus MOTydaid JIMIIb OJWH Jap — TPUHAIIATh JIeT
OCTaBILIEHCS KM3HU, TPAKTUYECKU O€3 BO3MOKHOCTH BBIOPATHCS OTCIOA. YK JIydllle yMepeTb Cpasy.

B 10, uTO MM KOTIA-HUOYIB YAACTCS CIIACTHCh, SIHAa AaBHO He Bepwiia. Ho oHa He Moryia urHo-
pUpOBaTh TO, UTO 32 MOCIEAHUI Tof APTYp CHJIBHO CIaJl, XOTSI BHEIIHE Ka3aJICsl CHIIbHBIM MOJIOIbIM
BOJIKOM. I10 BoIUbMM MepKam ceMb C MOJIOBUHOM JIET KU3HU B TUKOW MPUPOIE C TAKUM CKYAHBIM
PaIMOHOM OBUTH BHYILIUTEJIBHBIM CpoKOM. OHM 002 3Hai, uto B MeptBoii [letsie eMy He CykIeHO
JOKHTH U 10 BOCBMH JIET.

SIny sto TpeBoxkuio. Yro Oyner ¢ Held, korma Aptyp ymper? OHa He pa3 qymana 0d 3ToM, U
ceiiyac OH CHOBA HAallOMHWJI €, 4TO ero CpoK Ha mcxope. [1oatoMy cractu AeByIIKY U MOTEPIETh
TMOCJIEICTBHSI TOTO pelleHus BHIIIsAAe0 Oojee pa3yMHbIM, YeM MPOKUTH 3/1ECh ellie JeBATh OCTaB-
[IUXCA €M JIET B IOJIHOM OJUHOYECTBE.

— Jomxen Oyzenis! — XooaHO oTpe3aia fHa v mpepBajia 3pUTeIbHbIN KOHTAKT.

OOmyMH yCUIMSIMUA OHU OTTAIIVJIM HE3HAKOMKY B CBOIO XVKHMHY, KOTOpasi, BEPOSTHO, OblIa
MOCTPOeHA MpeXHUMH obuTaTensimu Meptoii [letu, 7aBHO MCYEe3HYBIIMMU U3 STOTO Jieca, 3aJ0JIT0
10 TosIBJIeHUs1 ApTypa. YIoXUB OJOHAWHKY HAa MMITPOBU3MPOBAHHYIO KpOBaTh U3 ceHa, flHa cena
PSIIOM M OCTOPOXKHO TIPUIIOAHSIA ei BeKu. EiBa 3aMeTHB 3aKaTHBIIMECS 3payky, OHA Havasa BO3-
NIEVICTBUE.

['maza GJIOHOWHKM B OIHO MIHOBEHHE C(POKYCHPOBAIMCH Ha B3MIsize SFHbI, OyATO HEBUIUMAS
CHJIa 3aCTaBWJIA UX TOBEPHYTHCS, XOTS TEJO JEBYIIKH MO-TPEKHEMY OCTaBAIOCh HETO/IBUKHBIM.
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3pauku SIHBI CY3MIIMCh IO KPOXOTHBIX TOUYEK, OY/ITO B HMX CBETUIIO SIPKOE, PEXKYIIee COTHIIE, OTUEro
ee I71a3a CTaJIM MOX0XKHU Ha sICHOe HeOo.

Hanonusiss He3HaKOMKY CBOEH KU3HEHHOW SHEpruen, CIOBHO MYCTOUM cocyn, fHa yBuaena
¢pparmentsl KOnmHOM KU3HU, POHOCUBIIIKECS MEPE] IJIa3aMU TaK e, KaK BOCTIOMUHAHU I MEJIbKAIOT
niepes; cmepThbio. U To, 4yTO OHa yBHJEa, OUYEHDb €€ 3aMHTEPECOBaJIO.

O06pasbl MesbKaIH C YKacHO OBICTPOI CKOPOCTHIO, FIHa He ocneBasia 3a HuMuU. Ho cpeny atoro
CTPEMUTEJILHOTO TIOTOKA OHA BCE K€ yCIesa y3HaTh 3HAKOMBIE €i MecTa M Jinia: Buonerry, noiimas-
mryio IOmo B KaKOM-TO TEMHOM TOMEIICHUH; TPUMYyap CBOSM CeMbU, KOTOPBI MaTh Oeperia Kak
camoe IIeHHOe B JIoMe; Koy PecenTopuyma, riie mpex/e TUPeKTopoM ObUT ee HbIHE TOKONHBIN
orel; 1 Huny, koTopas Teneps 3aHMMasa J0JKHOCTD 3aBYyYa.

Ee 3axsecTHysa ApoCTh OT YBUIEHHOTO, U KEJIAaHUE MECTH CTAJI0 TAKUM KI'yUUM, KaK HUKOTIa
npexzae. OT oco3HaHUs TOro, 4To Buonerra *kuBa, 310poBa U MPOAOJIKAET CBOU I'Ps3HBIE Je/a Ha
cBo0OoO/e, a TPUMyap CEMbH HAIJIO YKPAJIeH €0 — TOM, KOTopasi yousa ee pOJHbIX U 3aTOYMIA caMy
SHy B ecy — ee oxBaruiia Apoxb. Bee aTv roasl FHa Meurtana youts Buonerty, HO HUKOT/Ia rpexe
3TO KeJIaHWe He ObUIO TAKUM CHJIbHBIM, KaK ceryac.

Omna xoTena yBuieTb NPOJOIKEHUE, HO (DparMeHThl pe3KO 000PBAJIUCh, CJIOBHO CTapasi KHHO-
rieHka: FOmns npunnia B co3Hanue. OpHako SIHa He OblIa TOTOBA K HOBOMY 3HAKOMCTBY TPSIMO Ceii-
yac: eil cHavasia XoTesoch 0OCyauTh yBUaeHHOe ¢ ApTypoM. [loatomy oHa ruiaBHO norpysuia FOmo
B COH JIJIs1 BOCCTAHOBJICHH I, YTOOBI CAMOM BBHIMTPATh HEMHOT'O BPEMEHH.

Apmyp.

Bonk cunen y peku 1 Moirda cMoTpelt, kKak "y pasio. TemMHast Boga ObICTPO YHOCHIIA BHU3 TIO
TEYEHUIO COJEPKUMOE €€ JKETyJKa, B HEM3BECTHOCTb. XPYIIKOE TEJIO AEBYIIKU COTPSCAIN CYIOPOTU
OT TOIITHOTHI, HO APTYp JIMIIIb TIOBTOPSUT TIPO ceOsI:

«TakoBa 11eHa 3a UCLEJIEHUE JIPYToro. ..».

OH He MOT HUYEro cJieyiath, YTOOBI €l TOMOYb, M OHA 3TO 3HaJIa, HUUEro He OXKHIask OT Hero.
ITO COCTOSTHHE HYKHO OBLIO MPOCTO MEePeTepPIeTh.

Mexny npuctynamu $IHa mpomosniockana poT peyHON BOAOW U, MepeBelisl AbIXaHue, MPOu3-
Hecsa:

— 4 Bunena ee npomuioe.

APpTyp HACTOPOKUIICSI, HABOCTPUB YILU, U MOJTYA KAaJ1 IPOIOJKEHHUS.

— To1 6611 IpaB. Y Hee gap ¢asupoBanus. VIMeHHO W3-3a HEro OHa U Momnaja Ciojia, — OTPbI-
BucTO roBopwia Slna. — $1 Buzmena Buonerry. Ona Bce erne B 1mikose. M 4To-To MHe noAcKa3bIiBaerT,
YTO Terepb MMEHHO OHA TaM AUPEKTOp... M camoe yxkacHoe — y Hee MO rpuMyap.

Bonk marnysn 61mxke, BIISIBIBASACH B JIAIO JAEBYIIKH, CJIOBHO IMBITASICh IPOYECTh OOJIbIIe, YeM
oHa Mora ckazatb. CKBO3b IMKYIO c1a0ocTh flHa eBa MOMHsIA HA HEro ras3a, U UX B3MISAbl TYT
K€ COeIMHUJINCH B HEBUANMYIO CBsI3b. Kak bl pa3, Korjga oHa YuTaja ero MbICIU, OH UCTIBITHIBAI
JIeTKy10 (pu3nvecKyto 60sb. OH 3HaJ, YTO Tak SIHa MOIKITI0YAETCs K €ro CO3HAHUIO, HO HEe UMeJT HUYero
MIPOTHB: 3TO OBLT MX €IMHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCO0 00maThes. Tem Oornee ceiiyac eMmy COBEPIICHHO He KaJKO
OBLIIO MOZIEJIUTHCS C HEW CBOEW SHEPrueid, 4YToObl TOMOUYb BOCCTAHOBUTHCS.

— Tloyemy T JymMaeliib, YTO OHa AUpPeKTOp? — crpocus Aptyp. — Yto erie Thl yBujena?

Aptyp He Obu1 ynuBIieH, 4to Buonerra nocie youiictBa cemMbr SIHBI 0OOKpasia ux JOM: B HEM
XPpaHWJIOCh HEMAJIO TIeHHBIX Bemel. Cpequ HUX — 1 CeMENHBI rpuMyap, OrPOMHBIN CBOJ OOPsIOB
Kak OeJIol, Tak ¥ TEeMHOM Maruu, KOTOPBIM BEKaMH TiepeaBalicsl U XpaHWICS BegbMamu pofa bymnye-
BbIX. Takyo (pamuimio Hocuita Math SIHBI ene 10 3amyxkectBa. Ero Takke He yausuiio, uto Buoserra
MPOJIOJIKAJIA KUTh CBOIO aKTUBHYIO )KU3Hb M CTPOUTH Kapbepy, HO eMy OBbUIO BaKHO TOHSATH, 110 KAKUM
npu3HaKkaM fIHa Tak OBICTPO MPUIILIA K BBIBOAY, YTO TeNeph UMEHHO BrosieTTa BO3IJIaBIsSeT MIKOIY.

— 4 Buzena Huny, — BeigoxHyna flHa, KOTOpOi1, Ka3anoch, CTAaHOBUIIOCH Jierye. — OHa OYeHb
TECHO B3aMMOJICMCTBOBAJIA C HAIlIeW TOCThEN.

— Mot cecTpy? — MBICIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI APTYp, IHOKUPOBAHHBIN YCIIBIIIAHHBIM.
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— Oma Terepsb 3aByY, Kak paHblie Obuta cama Buonerra, — npopomkaina SIHa, roBopst MOYTH
menotoM. — A pa3 Buosnerra B 1IKoJIe, 3HAYUT, OHA IUPEKTOP.

— OyeHb BEpOATHO, UTO TaK OHO U €CTh... — MOAyMaJl APTyp, MbIC/IA KOTOPOro fHa Bce erie
CJIBIIIIAJIA.

Crnoa SIubi 0 ero cectpe Hune 3actaBuiin ApTypa BHOBb BCTIOMHHUTD CBOIO CEMBIO, O KOTOPOU
OH He 3a0bIBaJl HU HA JICHb: CIEPKAHHOTO, HO 3a00TJIMBOTO OTIA, JOOPYIO U JIOOAIIYI0 MaTh, CBOE
npeHa3HavYeHre, paJi KOTOPOTO €ro PacTUIIM B CTPOTOCTH U JIIOOBM BOCEMHAIIATh JieT. U TOoT 1eHb,
KOrJa Bce ObUIO MepeYepKHYTO OJHUM OITPOMETUMBBIM ITIOTKOM SI/Ia.

— UYro 3a maH y Te0s1? — crpocuia SIHa, 00eCCHICHHO OITyCTUBIIKCH HA TPaBY.

— DTa JeBylliKa CMOIJIa IPOUTHU CKBO3b MEHsI, — CJIOBHO BBIHBIPHYB U3 MIOTOKA BOCIIOMUHA-
HUI, Hauaj oTBeyaTb APTyp Ha BOIIPOC COIUIEHHHULIB. — TO 3HAYUT, UTO y HEe CUJIbHBIM U JI0CTa-
TOYHO pa3BUTHIA Aap. B mecTHaauars et s yriayOneHHO u3ydall Japhl JIIoel 1 MOTy CKasaTb, YTO
3a BCIO UCTOpUIO Maruu B Pecenropryme Takux jozeit Obuto oueHb Maio. OIHAKO, HACKOJIBKO MHE
W3BECTHO, 3TOT Jap MOXET MO3BOJIATh IPOXOAUTh Yepe3 OINpeIeSICHHbIE BU/Ibl SHEPIETUUECKUX MOp-
TAJIOB 0€3 CHEUAIBHOrO KJII0Ya.

— Takux, Kak TOT, YTO B peKe? — OKUBUBIIKUCH, TiepeOuia SHa X0/ ero MbICien.

Bosnk Motua KMBHYJ M IPOAOJIKII:

— HyXHO NOHATB, MOXKET JIM OHA IPOBOJUTD JIPYTUX JIIOJEW CKBO3b ITPEAMETHI ... Bo3MOXkHO,
y Hac MOSIBUJICS ILIAHC Ha CIIaceHUeE.

— 3HauuT, HAJI0 ITO BBISICHUTD... — B3J0XHYJA SIHA, MPOKpyuYMBas 4To-TO B rojioBe. — A
MOKa HYKHO C/IeJIaTh Bce, YTOOBI OHA CITyYaiiHO He yOusia ce0si, ChbeB SIOBUTHIE SITOIbI UM TPABHI.

Aptyp ObLT pag, uTo SIHa MOHsJIA: HE3HAKOMKY HYKHO Oepedb XOTsl Obl IO BBISICHEHHS BCEX
oOcTosiTenbeTB. Ellle HEeMHOTO OHU TOBOPUIJIA MEXy COOOM, U C KaXJbIM MBICJIEHHBIM COOOIIEHUEM
Aprypa fne cranoBuiiocs Jierde. [Iotom oHM 3aMoTyany, ¥ Kax/Ibplil IOTPY3WIICS B CBOU ITPUBATHbIE
MbIcTM. TUIIMHA HaJl peKoil OblIa Mo-TpekHeMy TYCTOH, Kak JIpiM. Briaromapsi cBoeMy BOTUbEMY
CIIyXy ApTyp BIAPYT YJIOBUJ IIypPIIAHUE CEHA U3 XVKUHBI.

— OHa npocHynach, — KOPOTKO CKa3aJl OH, BCE TaK e MPUCITYIIMBAACH K 3BYKaM.

$Ina oGepHyIach B CTOPOHY UX JIOMa, COOMPAsiCh IONTU K HOBOMCIICUSHHOM IJICHHUIIE, HO BOJIK
OCTAHOBWUJI €€:

— He roBopu e, uto s yenoBek, — nonpocui Aptyp. — He crout packpeiBaTh Bce KapThl,
MOKa MBI TOYHO He Oy/IeM YBEpPEHBI B HEMl.

SIHa omoOpHUTENTHHO KUBHYJIA M HAITPABMJIACh HABCTPEUy HOBOMY 3HAKOMCTBY. BOJIK ke ocrasncs
CHapYXH, He JeJasi CBOMM TOSIBJIEHUEM ITyTraTh U 0e3 TOro HAIyraHHYIO JIEBYIIKY.
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I'naBa 3. MeptBas Iletis.

HOaa.

FOns1 oTKpBLIa 7132, 9yBCTBYS ce0s YIMBUTEIBHO XOPOIIO, OyITO HUYETO HE CITyYHIIOCh, KpOMe
TOT'0, 4TO €1 yAaJOoCh BBICIIATLCSA Ha Tofpbl Brepel. Bee, 4To ¢ Hel MpOU301LI0, Ka3aJIoCh KAKMM-TO
cHoM. CTpalllHbIM, HaCBIIIEHHBIM ¥ HEMHOTO HestenbiM. Ho Bo3/1yx ObICTpo BO3Bpalliai ee K peasib-
HOCTH: BOKPYT MaxJIO CEHOM U BJIaKHOW, THUJIOU 3EMJIEH.

IOns ornsnenacey. [lomenieHre, B KOTOPOM OHa HAXOAMJIACH, COBCEM He ObLIO TIOXOkeE Ha YIOT-
HYIO CHIaJIbHIO B 1IKoJIe Pecenropuyma. HeGombI10i JOMUK ¢ HU3KMM ITOTOJIKOM U3HYTPU HAITIOMUHAJ
XWXKAHY THOMOB U3 CKa3Ku. BHyTpu He ObUIO HMUYEro, KpoMe JBEpU HapyXKy U JIByX UMIIPOBU3UPO-
BaHHBIX JIE)KAHOK U3 BOPOXOB CEHA, OJIHA U3 KOTOPBIX CIIyKHJIA €1 JIOKEM.

— KuBa? — pazgancs TUXHiA, POBHBIN T'OJIOC.

IOna pesko B3IIAHY/IA B ABEPHOM MPOEM U YBUJENA Ty CaMyl0 JEBOYKY HE3EMHOW KPaCOTH,
KOTOpYIO HeJJaBHO NpHHsJIA 32 aHrena. B3misHyB Ha Hee, FOns 3amepna. XoogHble sipkO-roayObie
I71a3a JEBOYKHU MPUTATUBAIM B3IVIAA CJIOBHO MarHUTOM. O 3aBOpOKEHHO pasmisabiBaia UIcallb-
HBIE YEPTHI €€ JIMLIA, JUIMHHBIE [VIaJKUE BOJIOCHI LIBETA JIECHOI'O OPEXa, POBHYIO CMYTJIYIO KOXKY U TOUE-
HYyI0 (purypy popMsl «IiecouHble Yachl». OHa Ka3anack ei COBEPIIEHCTBOM B YEJIOBEUECKOM OOJIYbE.

— s1... kaxercs, 1a, — CJIOBHO He Bepsl camoii cede, Thxo ckazana ks, mocreneHHO oco3Ha-
Bas, 4TO BCE 3TO He COoH. — ['ne A7 Yro 310 32 MECTO? — CIIpOCHIa OHA, TPUHUMAs BEPTUKAIBHOE
TIOJIOKEHUE.

fHa otBetnia He cpasy. OHa noponwia k One u Mosya poTsAHyIa €l JepeBAHHYIO IIIOLIKY C
BOJIOM. 3aTeM, CEB Ha COCETHUM BOPOX CEHa, MpUCTaIbHO ocMorpesa KOue B r1asa, CJIOBHO NbITasach
B HUMX YTO-TO PasIVIs/IeTh, U BCKOpE Oe3pa3IMuHO OTBEJA B3IV B CTOPOHY.

— Tawm xe, rue u 1. B Meprtoii [letne, — npousHecaa OHa XOJIOIHBIM TOHOM.

FOms1 sxaqHO OCyIIMIIA TUIOIIKY, TOTOM BHUMATEJbHO ee ocMoTpera. OHa Obuta rpyoo BhITecaHa
13 LIEJIHOTO KYCKa JIEPeBa YEM-TO OCTPBIM.

— Cnacu6o. — Bepnys iomky fAxe, I0ns, HaxmMypuBIIMCh, 33 yMaiach HaJl €€ OTBETOM,
KOTOpbIIA POBHBIM CYETOM HUYETO HE OOBACHSI.

— 9TO0 JAJIEKO OT IIKOJIbI? — HEYBEPEHHO YTOUHWIIA OHA.

SIHa TAXeN0 B3OOXHYIIA.

— B npyrom usmepennun, — cyxo OTBETHJIA OHA U MOAHSIACH, COOMPASCh BHIATU U3 XMKUHBI.

— Kak 310? — pacrepsnno cnpocuia fOng u nocnenmia 3a He. — [loronu! He Beixogu!
Tam ObUT BOJIK, OH THAJICS 32 MHOIM! — BHE3aITHO BCIIOMHMJIA OHa, KOrJa fIHa KOCHyJach JBEpH.

— OH He onlaceH, €Ciiv €ro He 3JIUTh, — CAECPKaHHO, HO MHOTO3HAYUTEIILHO ITPOM3HeCa SHa.
— A THaJICs OH 3a TOOOH JIMIIIb 3aTeM, YTOOBI Thl OKa3asach 3[€Ch U HE yMepiia OT sijia B Jiecy.

— Bonk ruascs 3a MHOM, 4TOOBI 51 HE yMepia OT... faa? — Tuxo nopropwia fOns, neitasce
OCO3HATh CKa3aHHOE. 3HAYMT, BOJIK HE Halaajl Ha Hee, a IIbITaJICA CIIacTy. .. Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO?
Kak oH BooOIIIe TIOHSLT, YTO OHA OTpaBiieHa? Heysxemu Ta JKeHIMHA JeHCTBUTEILHO BKOJIONA e 517
FOns BcmoMHMIIa YKOJ B 10 ¥ KTY4yio 00JIb, OT KOTOPOM Tenepb He OCTaJIoCh U ciiefa. BeposaTHo,
€e Jap pereHepalyy Crac ey KU3Hb. ..

— Jla, umeHHO Tak, — moaTBepawia fAna. — $1 1ebs Bouleunna. Ho yutn — cnenana 3to
B IIEPBBIA M B NOCIEOHUN pa3, — CKa3aja OHa Tak, cJIOBHO BHHWJA IOmo B ToM, 4TO pemdia ee
BBUIEYUTb.

— OM... cnacu0o, — He 3Has, Kak pearupoBarhb, orBeTriia KOs, y KoTopoil B ronose BUXpemM
KPYTWIMCh COTHU BOIIPOCOB, MyTasACh Meky coO0i. — Ilouemy MeHs MbITaauch OTPaBUTh? — pac-
TEPSIHHO CIPOCHJIA OHA.

— IIpuyuHbl TeOe N3BECTHBI JyYllle, YeM MHE, — CyXO OTBETHWJIA SIHA M BILIUIA U3 XMKUHBIL.
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I0ns1 mocnenoBana 3a KpacaBuliel, BHUMATEILHO OCMaTpUBasi HOBOe MecTo. JleBouka pasapa-
’aja ee CBoer OAHOCIOKHOCTHIO. Eif BoOOIe He HPaBIIIUCH JIIOAM, KOTOPbIE TOBOPHIIN 3araJIkaMH.
CJIOBHO OHM JIeJIAJTU 3TO CTIEMAIBHO, YTOOBI CHATD C ceOs OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 CKa3aHHOE: «CaMa ke
TaK MoHs1a». Ho apyroro codeceqHrnKa, KOTOPOro MOKXHO OBLIO ObI PACCIIPOCUTD, PSIIOM HE OBLIO.

— Kak 1e6s1 xo1s1 661 30ByT? — cripocuiia HOns1, 9yBCTBysI, UTO U3 STOW JEBYOHKH MPHUIECTCS
BBUKMMATh KaXJI0€ CJIOBO.

— Sna.

— A wmens FOns, — npencraBuiiach oHa, He HaflesCh, YTo $SIHa cama 00 3TOM crpocHuT. — A
CKOJIBKO Tebe JieT?

— BocemHanuars.

— Bpermib! — HeBonbHO BhipBasioch y I0nmu. OHa npuHsia cnoBa SIHbI 32 HIyTKY, XOTS IO €e
CYpOBOMY B3IJIsIIy OBUIO SICHO: IUIsI IIIyTKU TaM M MeCTa He ObLJIO, CIUIOIIHBIC TPETEH3UH.

— ThI He MOXO’ka Ha BOCEMHAIIATHIIETHION, YK U3BUHHU, — YCMEXHYBIIUCh, cKa3aa FOmsa. —
MHe ceMHaIaTh, U s BBIIJISIKY CTapiie Teosl.

— Cobone3Hy10, — KOPOTKO OTBeTHIIa SIHa, — HO eciiu Obl 371ech OblIa BeCHa, TO B MapTe MHE
UCTIONTHUJIOCH OBl IEBSATHA/ILIATS.

I0ns 3amomuana, o6aymeiBas yenbiianHoe. [ToBeputs B 10, uto fHa crapiie ee camoi, FOmns
He Moria. OHa Bujiesa mepe]; coooi MoAPOCTKA, KOTOPOMY Ha BU ObUIO He OOJIbITIe YeThIPHAIIIATH.
Moxer, fHa mpocto u3eBaetcs Haj Hert? Y 4To 3HAUAT ee CIoBa: «eciu Obl 3/1eCh ObliIa BeCHa» ?

Onu criycTriich OMke K peke, U SIHa rmpucena y KOCTpOBHIIA, HaJl KOTOPBIM ObLT YCTaHOBJIEH
TUIOCKUI KaMeHb, ¥ TTPUHSIACh YOUPATh C HETO ellie He JOCOXIIUE TPaBbl, YTOObI TOTOBUTH 00€].

IOns Tem BpemMeHeM BHMMATEJbHO paccMaTpuBajla OPraHU30BAHHBIA OBIT BOKPYT: BOPOXH
aKKypaTHO CJIO)KEHHOTO XBOPOCTa U3 MPOCYIIEHHBIX BETOK, JIEPeBsSHHAS M KAMEHHasi CaMOJIeIbHAs
10CY/1a, BEPEBKH, CIIETCHHbBIE U3 TPABbI, CJIOBHO Mpsika U3 IepcTi. Mex 1y AByMs IepeBbsIMU BUCET
OOJIBIIION raMak, a HeMmoJaJIeKy CYIIMIMCh BsJIeHast pelOa U IMy4JKy TpaB. Bee 3To sICHO roBOpMIIo: 310
MecTo 00yCTpauBaIv SIBHO HE OIMH MECSII, a, BO3MOKHO Jake ¥ He OJMH TOI.

— W3BuHM, HO Bce-Taku, uTo 310 32 MecTo? Kak Thl ckazana... Meprtsas [lemis... — peluiach
3agath ouepenHoi Borpoc s, 1 ocTabHbIe BOIIPOCH TIOCHITAIICH U3 HEe OAMH 32 JPYTHUM:

— Yro 3Haumt apyroe usmepenue? Mel ceituac He B Pecenrropuyme? Tol 31ech kuBeib?
[Touemy Tbl ogHA? A 1€ TBOM pOIUTETN?

fIna ¢ ykopom B3risiHyna Ha Omo, BceM CBOMM BHAOM TOKa3bIBasi, YTO 3a7aBaTh CTOJBKO
BOIPOCOB — IPOCTO HAIJIOCTh € €e CTOpoHbl. Ho Bee ke oTBeTma:

— Her, mb1 He B Pecenrropuyme. Meptsas [1eTss1 — 310 u3mMepeHue, Co3/1aHHOE TP TIOMOIIN
YepHOU Maruu. YTOo-TO BpOje YMCTWIMINA, MEPEeBAIOYHOrO MYyHKTA MEXIY KU3HBIO M aJ0M —
KOpoue, TIOpbMa, U3 KOTOPOW HET BBIXO/A.

VY 1O BHYTpH CIIOBHO YTO-TO 000pBajiock. OHa BAPYr BCIOMHMIA, Kak JKeHs B IeHb UX 3Ha-
KOMCTBA PaccKas3bIBaJl €id, YTO B MUpPE CYIIIECTBYeT MHOXKECTBO M3MEpPEHHIA, HO B TOAPOOHOCTH HE
BJIaBaJICs. A elle OHa BCIIOMHWIA U coBeT KeHu He Jla3aTh Ha yepaak... Ho Heyxkenu 3a 310 aupek-
TpHUCa BKOJIOJA €H s ¥ OTIPaBWIIa B Marndeckyio TiopeMy? Bee 310 Ka3zanochk kakuM-to 6penom. Ot
TSDKETIbIX Mbicaierd y FOnu 3akpyxumiach ronosa.

— Kak pgaBHO TBI TYT XMBelIb? — OCTOPOXHO CHPOCHJIA OHA, BCE €Ile IMbITasiCh OCO3HATh
PeabHOCTh MPOMCXOASIIETO.

— OKoJ10 YeThIpex JieT, — BBbIIOXHYJIa fHa, pacTupast NajJovku Jpyr O Jpyra, 4ToObl 100bITh
WCKDpY JJIs1 KOCTpa.

— Ckonbko?

— Ecnm noackakerb, Kakol ceiyac MecsI| ¥ rofl, CKaXy TouHee, — 0e39MOIIMOHATBHO OTBe-
Ttina Ana. — Bpems 31ech uiuer uHade, yem B Pecenrropuyme.

— Ceituac MATHAIIATOE aBryCTa JBE THICSIUM JIEBSITOTO Toa, — C Y’KacoM B royioce npooop-
Mortana Omnsa. — Tounee, yxe mecTHagaToe. ..
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— 3HauwT, 5 He OmMOIach B MOJICYETAX... — CJIOBO caMoi ce0e TUXO Mmporopopuia SIHa.

Cepnre KO 605e3HEHHO CKaJloCh, CJIOBHO €€ pe3K0 OpOCHIIH B Jie/isiHyI0 Boy. OHa HeBU/S-
MM B3IJISIIOM CMOTpesia Ha SIHy, KOoTopasi, Kak HU B YeM He ObIBaJIO, MPOIOJIKasa JOOBIBATH UCKPY
s KocTpa. B mape maroB ot Hee FOms 3ameTnsa OBaJIeHHOE [IEPEBO, U3PE3aHHOE MHOKECTBOM
orMeToK. Kaxkas mapanvna Ha Kope OyITo Kpudaia o OeCKOHEYHOU U30JISINH.

— Tl genaenib 3apyoKH, 4TOOBI MIOHUMATh, CKOJIBKO CYTOK MTPOIILIO? — HEYBEPEHHO CIPOCHIIa
OHa, CTapasiCh JAEPXKaTh TOJIOC POBHBIM, XOTsI BHYTPH BCE MEPEBOPAYNBATIOCh.

— He coscem.

Hakoner cBepkHym uckpsl, 1 KOuis yerplmaa, Kak cyxasi TOHKasi BETKa TPOMKO 3aTpelnana.
flHa OBICTPO MOMKWIajga OCTaJbHBIE BETOYKH M JPEBECHYIO KOPY U OCTOPOXKHO pa3dyBajia OrOHb.
Korzaa nyiams HakoHeIl pa3ropenoch, OHa MPOJAOJIKUIIA:

— 31ech HeT MPUBBIYHBIX JHS U HOYM, HET HU JIYHbI, HUA COJTHIIA, He ObIBaeT TeMHO. $1 oTMeuaro
CBOM MPOOYKICHUSI U IIUKJIbI, YTO COMPOBOXKJAIOTCSI OCOOBIM sIBJIEHHEM. TOIBKO TaK MBI MOKEM XOTSI
Obl IPIMEPHO TIOCUUTATh BPEMSI.

— Mmu1? — yxBarmiach FOus 3a cioBo BO MHOKECTBEHHOM YHCTIE.

flHa Ha MrHOBEHME 3aMoJTJaIa, a 3aTeM KUBHYJIA BIEPE:

— C Hum...

IOns B3MIsiHY A B yKAQ3aHHOM HallpaBJieHMW M Toxonozena. HaBcrpedy JeBymikam Ien yxe
3HAKOMBII YEPHBIN BOJIK, MOKPBII OT peuHOH BOABL. B 3yOax OH Tamu OorpoMHYI0 priOUHY.

Teno FOnu BMUT HarpsIriock, cepaie NOANPLITHYIIO K TOPITY, M HOTH CaMH TIOAKOCUJIUCh, 3aCTa-
BUB ee MPUCECTh Ha TpaBy Mojaikiie oT SIHel 1 mpudmrkaomierocs 3seps. Ho, kak Obl eil H1 XOTe-
JIOCh 3aKpUYaTh WM yOexkaTh, OHAa TIOHUMAJIA, YTO MMEHHO STOT BOJIK yKe crac eil ku3Hb. OH He
Harasjer... HaBepHoe.

Bonk, cioBHO OpaBblii KOT, 00011 KOCTEP € TMOAHSITHIM XBOCTOM U OpOCHIT PHIOY IIPSIMO Tiepet
SHoi. Ta MosTya B3si1a OCTPBIN KaMEHb U ITPUHSIIACH YUCTUTH TOOBIUY, a BOJIK, OY/ITO BHITIOTHUB CBOIO
padoTy, yiercs psaoM ¢ KOCTPOM OOCHIXaTh.

IOns ykpankoit HaGmionana 3a HAM, TOTOBasi B JIIOOOKH MOMEHT BCKOYUTb, €CIIU 3BEPh BIAPYT
MPUOTU3UTCS CITUIITKOM OJTM3K0. Ho BOJIK ITpoIosKalt CIIOKOWHO JiekaTh B OXKMIaHUN 00e1a, He oopa-
1mast Ha Hee aOCOMIOTHO HUKAKOTO BHUMAHHUSI.

[Nepesxutoe 3a neHb u Bee, uto FOmst cerogus ycipimana ot SHbl, MOCTENEHHO CKJIAIBIBAIOCH
y Hee B roJIoBe B JIOBOJIBHO SICHYIO KapTHHY, KOTOpasi COBCeM He pagoBasia. Kpome 3Toro, oHa noHu-
MaJia, 4To €€ KM3Hb 3/1eCh Tereph MOJTHOCTHIO 3aBUCUT HE TOJIBKO OT STOW MpPAvyHOH IEBOYKH, HO U OT
YEepHOTO 3Beps C I71a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX OYITO OBI MPSTAJICS BECh ITOT JIeC.

Ana.

— 31ech ecTh ele KUBOTHble? — TnouHTepecoBaiach FOis, ¢ omackoil morysapBasi Ha CHo-
KOIHO Jieskaiero Aprypa.

— Her, TonbKo OH. 3/1eCh HIUETO He BBIKUBAET, KPOME PO B BOJE, TOMYJIAIMS KOTOPBIX, HA
YIUBIICHUE, HE UCCSKAET.

flna moHMMasa, 4to ¢ MmoOo3HaTeTbHOCThIO FOu BOIPOCH O BOJIKE MOSIBATCSI OYEHb CKOPO,
Y TI0pa TOTOBUTHCSI OOXOIUTH OCTPBIE YIJIbI, KacalolIuecs ero 4eaoBeyHocTd. Ho Kak MMEeHHO 3T
AenaTh, KpoMe IPUBBIYHOTO UTHOPA, OHA TIOKa He 3HaJIa.

— Ho Kak Tbl OHSJIA, YTO OH HE OIaceH? — Mpo3Bydal ciieAyouil Bornpoc FOmu, v onacenust
SIHBl HaYaM COBIBATHCS.

— Cuenapuii onuH, — B3[10XHYyJ1a SIHa. — BoJik Haresn MeHsI B Jiecy, Korja st yMupasa oT s/a,
KOTOpbIY BuoserTa mo6e3H0 noackinana MHE B Yaid. 1 cMoria uclennThest Oarogapst MOEMy Japy 3a
CUeT )KM3HEHHOM CUJIbI BOJIKA. A €ro COBEPIICHHbIN HIOX MPUBEN HAC K 9TOMY 0a3UCy, TOITOMY MBI
o0a errie KMBbL. B 3TOM Jiecy HU3Hb JepKUTCS TOJIBKO BJOJIb PEKH, €CITH 3TO BOOOIIE MOXKHO Ha3BaTh
KU3HBIO. Ha ocTpoBKe mocpean peku u3peKa yaaercsi cooparb HEMHOTO SIrOJ M TpUOOB, a MHOTAA
BBITIAJIET y/1a4a CJIOBUTH MAPOUKY KPBIC.
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Omna 3aMoITyasia ¥ HarpaBUIIaCh K peKe MPOMBITh OUMITIEHHYIO ppIOMHY. SIHa cama He ToHuMaUIa,
MOYeMy PacCKa3blBaeT Bce Tak MOAPOOHO MEepBOM BCTpeuHO. Bo3mokHO, cioBa Aptypa, uro FOmns
B CUJIaX BBITAIIUTh UX U3 MepTBOM MEeT/IM, BCEJIWIM B Hee Halek1y. BepHyBIIHCh, OHa JOOABHIA:

— MHe 1oBe3JIo BCTPETUTDH €ro, MOTOMY UYTO YeJIOBEKY HalTH JOpOry K peKe MOYTH HEeBO3-
MOXHO. OCOOEHHO €CJI OH OTpaBJICH.

— Tak 3HauuT, Hac 06eux crona 3akuHysa Bronerra? — nbiTanack pazooparbest K0mns, pasris-
ObIBasi caMOZEJIbHYIO yTBaphb SIHbl. — Ho 3auem?

— Yrt0o06bl YOUTH, — KOPOTKO OTBETUJIA T4, [IsI KOTOPOH BCe OBUIO OYEBU/IHO.

— Ho mbI HEe ymepnu. .. — pa3Besna pykamu FOms.

— Tonbko Buonerra 06 3ToM Aaxe He MOJ03peBaeT. .. — XMbIKHYJIA SIHa, BBIKJIabpIBasi prOy
Ha pacKajJeHHbI KameHb. — MeptBas [letns — 310 u3mepenue, cozgaHHoe 1Jisi cMepTu. bosblie
TPUHAALIATY JIET 3[1eCh HUKTO HEe MPOXKHUBET — TAKOB CPOK VISl JTIOOOT0, KTO ToMnai ciofa. A mocie
CMEPTH ThI B JTIOOOM ClTy4yae OTIPABJISACHIbCS B all, HE3aBUCUMO OT 3€MHBIX IpexoB. Ho GOJIbIIMHCTBO
YMHUPAET ropas/io paHblle OT JKak/Ibl U royiona, Omykaas Cpeiv OMMHAKOBBIX JiepeBbeB. Haiitu oasuc
JaHO Jajieko He Kaxaomy. Ho maxe Te, KTo cymen noOparhbes Clofa, 4acTo yMUPAIH OT OoJe3HeH,
TPABWJIMCh MECTHBIMU STOJAMH WJIM CXOIMJIM C YMa OT OIMHOYECTBA U JIUIIAIN ceOsl KU3HU.

— Tlouemy THI Tak pemmia? — ¢ yxkacom B ra3zax crpocuia s, cinoBHo Gosiiack y3HaTh
MOIPOOHOCTH.

— 3arofpl, NPOBEICHHBIE 3/1€Ch, MBI HAXOIWJIA MHOXECTBO Pa3JIOKUBIIUXCS TEJT U yXKe UCTIIEB-
IIMX OCTAaHKOB, — CIIOKOMHO oTBeTua AHa. — U B niecy, u B peke.

— 4 He moHMMaw... — obecniokoeHHo mpousHecna lOns. — B MuHucrepcTBe s BUena
cronbKo otorpacuil nponasimx... OHA YTO, BCe ObUIM OTIPABIIEHHI ciofia?

flna naxe He ycnena OTBeTUTD, Kak FOust pe3ko XJonHyna ceds JagoHbIo 10 JI0y:

— 4 Bcnomuauna! 4 Bunena toto dororpacuio! la, Touno! — B ee r1azax 3acTbul yxkac. OHa
niepeOrpasa B IaMsITH CTeH]] C TPOMaBIIMMHU JiioabMu. — [osyyaeTcst, OHM BCce MEPTBHI. .. A BbIKHJIA
Tosbko Thl!? EquHcTBeHHas u3 Beero crimcka! O, boxe. .. — o iy KOnm uurasicss HenonaeabHblit
cTpax. — 3HA4MT, U MPONABIINI MPUHI], KOTOPOTO TaK J0Jr0 MCKajl KOpojib U Bech Pecentopuym,
TOXe OBLI 31eCh U Tornod?!

flna Momuasia, crapasich He CKa3aTh JIMIIHETO, JIMIIb B3IJISTHY/Ia Ha BOJIKA, KOTOPBIA MEIEHHO
KAa4yHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— MBI BbIKMIIM Onarofapsi CBOMM YHUKAIBHBIM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM M TOMY, YTO TIOMOTAJIA JIPYT
apyry. Buonerra npo Hac He 3Haer. U 310 Hallle npeumyIecTBo nepes Hel, — ckasania fIHa, cama
HE JI0 KOHIIa TIOHUMas1, O KAKOM UMEHHO TIPEMMYIIECTBE TOBOPUT.

— ¢ Tak MOHMMAl0, MEHsI Crliac MOM J1ap pereHepalyu: s MpocTo He CIPaBUIICS. A TIOTOM ThI
MeHsI BBUICUMIIA, TaK? — BCIIyX paccyxkaaia ks, mpitasck BO BceM pa3odparbesi. — A Thl BBIKHJIA,
WCIIE/IMBIINCH 32 CYET BOJIKA, HO Kak? Kakon y Tebst nap?

— Moii B3r1s1, — HexoTs1 oTBeTha SIHa. — S Mory BAMSATH Ha COCTOSIHUE JKHMBBIX CYIIIECTB.
Ecmm xouy — nieuy, oTaBasi UM cBoU cuuibl. ECi X04y — NpUUMHSIO 00JIb U BOCTIONHSIO CBOU. Tak
Y TPOU30ILIO TOrga. Mbl CTONKHYJIUCH C HUM B3IJISIIOM, 51 XOTeJa ero YOUTh, YTOOBI 3alUTUTh ceOst
¥ CBOIO ceMblo. fl Torna eie He 3Haja, YTO MaMa U rara ObUTH yKe MEpPTBBI Ha TOT MOMeHT. Ho koraa
BOCIIOJIHWJIA CBOM CHJIBI, HE YBUJIENIA B €r0 B3IJIsIE HUYEro OMacHOro il cebst M OCTaHOBMIIach. Tak
MBI ¥ TIOJIPYKUJIUC.

IOnsa cnymana, mMpoKo packpbIB IJ1a3a, HO SIHa cKa3asia TOJIbKO 4acTh IIPABbI.

Ha camom nene Bce Obi10 HemHoro nHade. OHa ounynaack B Meptsoii [letnie nmoutu 6e3 apixa-
HUS, CO Krydeit 0ombio B rpyau. PsajioM sexanu ee yxe X0IoIHbIe M HEeMOABKHbIE poauTeu. Enpa
YIOBUMBIN 3ar1ax CMepTH MOACKA3aJl ef TO, Yero cepille He XOTeJI0 MPUHUMATh: X OOJbIle HeT. A
3HAYMT, CKOPO HE CTAHET U ee.

W Bapyr, cpenyt MepTBBIX AepPEeBbEB MOSIBIIICS OTPOMHBIN BOJIK, Y€PHBIH, Kak HOUb. Ero sxenrsie
71232 BCIBIXHY/IM, U CEpALEe IeBOYKH 3aXJIECTHY/ MAaHUYECKU# yxac. SIHa xotena ObUI0 OPOCUTHCS
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Oexarb, HO OHA €/IBa MOIJIa MoleBeNuThCs. Y Tora oHa BIOpasia eJMHCTBEHHOE, UTO el OCTaBaJIoCh
— yOUTb BOJIKA, YTOOBI CIIACTHCH CaMOM.

Ona yBepeHHO BCTpETUJIa ero B3IISI M TYT K€ OIIYTHIIA, KaK CHJIBI OYPHBIM ITOTOKOM HAaYaJIu
BO3BpAIATLCS B €€ XPYyNKoe Teso. BoJk mbITasicst BRIpBaThCs, HO TIIETHO: OHA JiepKaJla er0 CBOMM
B3IVISIOM, OYITO CTaJbHBIMH LENsIMUA. 3payku ee ObUIM PaCIIMPEHbl HACTOJIBKO, YTO OT TOIyOoro
L[BETA IJIa3 HUYETo He OCTaJOCh. BOJIK HEMCTOBO B3BbLI, COAPOrasich BCEM TEJIOM, HO BMECTE C €T0
aroHuei K $IHe BO3BpaIlaioch JbIXaHUe, a pa3yM MPOSICHSIICS.

BuesarHO oHa ycrbimnana 4ei-to roioc. OH ObLT OUYeHb 3HAKOMBIM, CJIIOBHO 3BYYall M3 MPO-
IUIOTO, HO 3TO Ka3aJl0Ch YeM-TO HEBO3MOXHBIM. ['051oc ApTypa, BMecTe ¢ MOTOKOM BOCIIOMUHAHUIA,
TaK OTYETIMBO 3ByYasl B € COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIISIX, 3aCTaBJISAS €€ OCTAaHOBUThCS. OHa C y)KacoM CMOT-
pesia Ha MOpAy 3Bepsi, C TPYAOM OCO3HaBasl, UTO €Ba He yOusIa OTEPSHHOTO JJIsl BCeX MPUHIIA.

Ho 06 stom IO Tak u He y3Haua.

— A y Te0s1 TONBKO J1ap pereHeparmu? — fHa caenana BUj, 9TO He 3HAET O ee (pa3UpOBaHUH.

— Her, — motnyna ronooit 01, Huuero He 3anopo3puB. — $1 MOry IPOXOAUTH CKBO3b
Matepuio. [Ij1s1 5TOro MHe Hy)XHO JIMIIb 33/iepXkaTh JpixaHue. [loka s He JIbIIy, s MOTY CIIUBAThCS
C Hell.

— A npyrux 3a co00i IPOBOJUTH MOXKEIIb? — PEIIUB HE TSHYTh C TUM BOIIPOCOM, CITPOCHIIA
fIHa, akKypaTHO nepeBopaynBasi ppl0y Ha KaMHe.

ApTyp, He CKpbIBasi IOOOMBITCTBA, MPUIIOAHSL TOJIOBY C TPaBbl, CTAPAsCh HE MPOIYCTUTh HU
CJIOBA.

— 4 ne npodosana... — FOnst HaxXMypuIack, MBITASCh OTHICKATh B TAMSITH XOTh OJMH CITyYai.
— Ho To4HO 3Ha10, YTO MPeJMEThI, TAKHUE KaK PIOK3aK WM TeTPajib, sl IPOHOCKIIA JIETKO.

SlHa B3MIsAHY A Ha BOJIKA, OYATO BOIpOINAsi €r0 MHEHUE. APTyp cjerka KMBHYJ, JaBas CBOe
coryiacue, ¥ MpoIOJKUT HAOMIONATh 32 HUMH.

— JlaBail mpoBepUM, — HACTONUMBO Npeiokuia SHa, BcraBas psjaoMm c fOnei.

JleBy1Ika mogHsuiack, U SIHa Kpemnko cxana ee JIaJoHb, YyBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPU MOJHAMAETCS
Boonytesnenue. KOst rpoMKO BBIIOXHYIIA, CJIOBHO CTPSIXMBAsi ¢ ceOsi BOJTHEHHE, U, HaOpaB TMOJHBIE
JIeTKHe BO3/LyXa, 3aJepkajia AbIXxaHue ¥ MIarHyJa BHYTpPb OJMIKalIIero aepesa.

flna, 3aTauB ApixaHue, ABUrasach Beien 3a FOmei, KoTopasi OMHOCTRIO CKPBUIACh B CTBOJIE
ToJsicToro iepeBa. CHapyku OCTaBaJIMCh TOJIBKO MX clerUieHHble pyku. FOms notsHya SIHy 3a coOoid,
HO KHUCTh $IHBI yIIpsIMO yniepiiach B IEpeBO, He KeJasi MPOCKATb3bIBATH BHYTPb.

IO BhIIUIa OOpaTHO U, MOXAB IJICYaMH C JIETKOU JJOCaIoM, IPOU3HECa:

— He nomyuunocs. ..

fHa ¢ pa3ouapoBaHKeM B JIMIIE TlepeBena B3Isia Ha ApTypa. VX 11a3a BCTpeTHINCh, M BHYTPH
paszasics OTYETIMBBIM T0JI0C BOJIKA:

— OTH cOCOOHOCTH MOXHO Pa3BuTh. 1 Mory momous. Ho Ha 3TO yHIyT MECSIIBL. .. MOKET
TOJIbI.

flHa pe3ko oTBesna B3IVIAA, OOpbIBasi HEBUIMMYIO CBSI3b M HE JKesasl CIIyIaTh MPOIOKEHHUE.
UyBCTBO pa3zouapoBaHMsl HAKPBLUIO €€ C TOJIOBOM, a Hajiexk/1a Ha crnaceHue u3 Meptsoii Iletn yre-
KaJjia, KaK MeCOK CKBO3b €€ TOHKUE MaJIbIIbI.

— A nouemMy Thl cipocuiia? — OCTOPOKHO TouHTepecoBaiach KOus.

— He BaxHO... — pe3ko oOopBayia ee fIHa, B3MIAIOM CIIOBHO BBICTpamBasi cteHy. — Eja
roTOBa, CaIUTECh ECTb.

Anmnerut SIHbl Ucye3 BMECTE € TIOCIIeTHEN HaleKA0M.

HOns1 ke ¢ 5KaJHOCTBIO OTKYCHJIa KYCOUEK PBIOBI M TYT k€ 3aKMYPUJIACh OT YIOBOJIBCTBUS.

— Boke, Kak ke 3T0 BKyCHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHAa UICKPEHHE, C YJIbIOKOH Ha JIHIIE.

flHa ¢ ApTypoM NepersisiHy/INCh, U KPOME KeJIaHUs OIIOPOKHUTD KeTydoK oT ciioB FOmu, y Hux
HUYEro He BO3HHUKJIO. /it HUX BKYC PHIOBI JABHO MPEBPATHIICS B My4eHHE, YeThlpe roja ajs SHbl,
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CeMb JIET JUIsl ApTypa, KaXblil JeHb, 110 TPU pa3a... XyKe Haka3zaHus He npuaymaelib. Ho Hu oqux
U3 HUX HE CKa3aj HY CJIOBA, JIMIIb MOJTYa BEPHYIIUCH K efIe.

B stor MomenT B3msia HOnm ynan Ha JepeBsIHHYIO IOCKY, CTOSIBIIYIO PSIIOM C TIOBAaJICHHBIM
nepeBoM. Ha Hell pOBHBIMM KBaJpaTMKaMU Y€PEAOBAIUCH CBET/IbIE U YEPHBIE, OKPAILIEHHBIE YIJIEM,
KJIETKH, a TIOBEPX HUX MOKOWJIMCh KaMEIIKH: OeJible U cepble, pa3Horo pasmepa u (hOpMBL.

— I710... MaxMaTHas J10cka? — ynuBJeHHO cripocuia HOms.

fIHa Ha cekyHIy 3amepria, OyaTo ee MOoMMAaTH C TIOJIMYHBIM, ¥ HEXOTsI KUBHYJIA.

— ToI cama ¢ coboit urpaers? — He orcraBasia lOus, okpyrmB iasa.

SIHa HEBOJIbHO B3IVIsIHY/Ia HA ApPTypa, KOTOPHI B 3TOT MOMEHT CTapaTebHO MPUKUBIBAIICS
CaMbIM OOBIYHBIM BOJIKOM, SIBHO HE TIOHUMAIOIIIUM, O YeM HeT peub. UyBCTBYS HapacTaloiiee pas-
apakeHue, SIHa HeIOBONIBHO OTpe3asa:

— Ja. Korga ckyuHo.

3areM oHa OBICTPO OTBEJIA Ila3a B CTOPOHY, Jiejiasi BUJI, UYTO CJUIIKOM 3aHATa PhIOOK, YTOOBI
MpoIoJIKaTh pasroBop. KOst ke ¢ JoOONBITCTBOM pa3mIsapBaa JIOCKY, a APTyp THXO (DBIPKHYI,
CJIOBHO YCMEXHYJICS HaJ| CIOBaMH SIHBI U TIPOIOJIKIIT €CTh CBOIO Y4acTh 00e/a.
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I'1aBa 4. O3epo.

Tuna.

ConHile JIeHUBO MOJHUMAJIOCH K 3€HUTY, 03€pO MepeuBaIoch cepeOpUCThIMU OTMKAMU, Ha
MECUYAHOM IUISTKE IIYMEJU KYNaKIUecs, CMEsUIUCh JETH U MPOTYJIMBAIUCh NOAPOCTKU. JKeHs, Tuna
u Jlepa pacTSHYJIMCh Ha MOJIOTEHIAX Y KPOMKH BOJIbl, HACTAKAASACH JIETHUM JHEM, HO MBICIIU Y BCEX
TPOMX OBbUIM AAJIEKU OT OTAbIXA.

[Mpomuia Hepens ¢ Tex nop, kak FOms vicuesna u3 Pecentopryma, HO pa3roBopsl 00 TOM BO3-
BpalllaJIMCh CHOBA M CHOBA, CIIOBHO 3ae€3KeHHas IUIacTUHKA. KeHs, kak ay4muil apyr FOmu, Obut
TBEPIO YBEPEH, YTO OHA HE MOIJIa YUTH caMa.

— MHe Bce paBHO, UTO HAIlMCAaHO B 3arucke, — Havall JKeHs, mepedupasi majbllaMu MECOK.
— 4 He Bepio, uto y FOmu ectb kakas-To TeTKa... OHa Obl MHe Ipo 3T0 cKazana! Tem Gosee, OHa Obl
MPOCTO TaK HE yIIUIa, He OMponIaBmch. OCOOEHHO KOTI/ia BCe TOJBKO HAYaslo HaJlaXKUBaThCS: OHA
TOJIBKO TOJTyYMJIa JIOKYMEHTBI, MOMUpUIIach ¢ PoMoii, Bce ObLIO XOPOIIIO. . .

TuHa KuBHYJa, HO MpoMoTyaia. Ee Gombliie BoHOBAA Ta camasi 3alMCKa, KOTOPYIO OHA COXpa-
HUJIa CO JIHS ucue3HoBeHus1 FOu 1 BraliHe OT JIPYyrHX MepevnThiBajia ee OeCUnCIeHHOE KOJMYECTBO
pas.

«/opozue mou,

A xouy ckazamo sam cnacudo: 3a Opyxcoy, 3a mo, umo Oblau POOM, 3a 6Ce MOMEHMbL, KOMO-
pule Mbl nposeau emecme. Bvl nokazaau mHe mup 6e3 310001 U HACUAUSL.

A 0onzo oymana u nonsina, umo Pecenmopuym — smo ne coscem mo mecmo, 20e st moey Oblims
camoii coboil. Mre cA04CHO 0cmasamucst 30ecb, HeCMOMPSL HA 6Ce Xopoutee, Umo Oblao.

Ha cé53b co MHOTL 8blltAa MOSL POOHAS. MEM S, U OHA XOUen NOMOUb MHe PA300pamvCsi 8 Moeli
JrcusHU. A npuHsaa peuteHue nocaedo8ams 3a SMum wancom. Ilonumaro, umo smo modcem 8vlensi-
0embv 8HEe3aNHO, U MHE OUeHb JHCANb, UMO S He CMO2AA NONPOULAMbCS AUUHO.

Tooxcanyiicma, ne eoanytimecv u He umume mensi. A HuKkozoa He 3a0ydy 6ac u 6ce, uemy 6ol
Mens Hayuuau. Haoeroce, Hawu nymu euie nepecekymcsi.

C aro6oevio FOns»

[Toyepk BBIMIAAEN CIAMIIKOM 3HAKOMBIM, OCOOEHHO MpOMUCHAasi OyKBa «T» C YEpPTOYKOU
HABEPXy — OHA BCTPETUJIACH JIMIIIb OJHAK/bI, CIIOBHO BbUIETEJNA CTy4yaHO Ha aBromare. Ho Tuna
HUKAK HE MOIJIa BCIOMHUTb, KOMY IIPAHA/JIEKAT STOT MOYEPK.

«KTO-TO SIBHO MBITAJICS €r0 M3MEHUTD. . .» — He COMHeBaiach oHa. — «Ho k1o 1 3aueM?»

Bymyuu crapocToi mKkosbl ¥ momoras 3aBy4y, TUHa BUIeIa MOYEPKU MHOkeCTBa yueHUKOB. Ho
BCIIOMHHTb, KOMY UMEHHO MPUHAJIEKA 3TOT, Ka3aJ0Ch MPAKTUYECKU HepealbHbIM. [loaTomy oHa
pelnunia He AeUTHCSl CBOUMU JIOTAAKAMHU C APY3bsIMHU, YTOOBI HE BBI3bIBATH JIMIITHIOI BOJIHY TPEBOTH.

— 41 He yBepeH, HO BO3MOXKHO, €€ MCUE3HOBEHUE KAK-TO CBSI3aHO C YepAakoM Buonertsl, —
ocTopoxkHO npousHec KeHs1. — OHa roBopuiia, 4to npsAranack TaM nocjie KoHpaukra ¢ Pomoii.

— W 181 BCce 310 Bpems Monmvaii? — Bo3MyTwiiach Jlepa.

— MoxeT, HaMm CTOUT pacckasaTh 000 BceM Hune? — npennonoxkuina TunHa, XoTs cama He
OblIa yBepeHa B MPaBUJIBHOCTU TaKOTO PEIIeHHs], Belb JUPEKTprca JIMIHO coodmmmia Hune o no6-
POBOJILHOM OTUMC/IeHuH O U3 MIKOIbI.

— A 49t0 U3MEHWIOCh ObI, eciiu Obl 51 CKa3all paHbllle? — B CBOIKO 3alMTy mpousHec JKeHs,
4 B u3yMpyaHble ria3a Jlepol. — «Ilomorure, cnacure! [{upekTop BO BCeM BUHOBATa, OHA MOXH-
Tr1a Haty noapyry! Ho Mbl TOUHO HUYEro He 3HaeM, 1I0Ka3aTh HE MOKEM, Y HAC €CThb TOJIbKO 3aIKcKa
ot camoui FOmnwm, rae oHa TOBOPUT, YTO Y Hee BCe 3allMOUCh U MTPOCUT €€ He UCKATh?!» — BB
OH Ha OJJHOM [IbIXaHWH, SIBHO nepexkuBast 3a FOmo Gomnbiie Beex.

Jlepa rpoMKo BbIIOXHYJIA, TOHUMas, 4TO JKeHs nmpas.
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— Hagno camuM Bo BceM pazoOparbesi! — penmTesibHO 3asBria OHa. — be3 npuBieveHus
TPEThUX JIMII.
— JlagHo... Tloiiay mpoimych. — KeHs1 monTsHyNn K cebe KOCTBUIM W, €/IBa Aepkach Ha

HOrax, BCTaJl, IpUXpambiBasi Ha OAHY HOry. JIOKOBBLISIB K TEHbKY Y MOIHOXHUS [JIMHSHO-TPaBsHU-
cToro xonma, JKeHs cen Ha MpoxJIaIHyI0 3eMJIIO U 3aKypHIL.

— Paccrpounca? — cnpocuna Jlepa, risas Ha Ioapyry.

— Eme 6b1... — B31oxHyna Tuna. — OHM ke Tak MOAPYKUIUCH C HEH. . .

— Ecmu FOns v npaBaa yiia, gaxe He MOMpoIIaBIIvch ¢ JKeHel (XOTs cama MBICITb 00 3TOM
KaxeTcsi a0CypIIHOI), TO 3TO Karell Kak MOJIO C €€ CTOPOHBI.

Tuna npomoruaina. [Ipyrux 1oragok, KpoMe Tex, 4To OHa MpeArioYnTaa aepxarb mpu cede,
y Hee He ObLIO.

— Korpa Bo3Bpaiaercst ¢ kaHuky Bapsi? — BHe3anHo cripocuia Jlepa.

— Oma Bcerja OT KpecTHOU BO3BpaIaeTcs 3a napy JHei 1o Havaia yuaeObl, — oTBeTuiIa TuHa,
He NIOHMMasi, moyeMy Jlepa BooOIe BCHIOMHIIIA PO Hee: OHU Belb TOJIKOM He OOIIAI0TCs U3-3a pas-
HUIIBI B BO3pAacTe U MHTEpecax.

— A Kakoro 4ucia B 3ToM rofy yuyeOa HaunHaetcs1? Kakoil Tam OMvKalImil IOHEISTbHUK K
paBHOJEHCTBUIO? — yTOouHWIA Jlepa.

— JIBaauath nepBoro ceHTsIopsl.

— OmmuHo, — xMbIKHYa Jlepa. — Ecinu 3a 3111 napy Hezenb HUKakux HoBocte ot I0nu He
MOCTYTIUT, 3HAYUT oOpaTtumcs K Bape.

— [louemy nmeHHO K Hei? — TuHa nblTanach yCaeUTh 32 XOA0M MbIC/IY TIOPYTH.

— A y Te0s1 ecTb ellie 3HaKOMble MeAUyMbl? — HaxMypuiiach Jlepa. — Wiu, MOKET, Tl XOUelllb
00paTUTHLCS 32 IOMOIIIBIO K Brike?

— Tloromu... — ocraHoBmwia ee TuHa. — Thl X04elb OOPATUTHCS K MEPTBBHIM C BOIIPOCOM O
[One?

[TopakeHHas ipeIokeHUEM NOAPYry, THUHA PUBCTaja Ha JIOKTSX C TOJIOTEHLIA.

— Hy xoHe4yno! Ml X0Ts Obl OyZieM 3HaTh, TPOXJIAKAAETCS JIM OHA TaM C HUMH WJIM BCE-TaKU
KUBA... — oTBeTWa Jlepa, 1o B3rIsay KOTOpou ObLIIO OHSITHO, UTO B €€ TOJIOBE YK€ BBICTPAUBAETCS
TJTaH AeVUCTBUI.

3a IpUBBIYHON IrpyOOCTHIO U BHEIITHUM XJaJHOKpoBueM Jlepsl TvHa uyyBCTBOBasIa HacTosIIEee
xenanue omoub fOne. Y Jlepsl Obuto OueHb JOOpOE ceplle, XOTh OHA M THIATETbHO CKPhIBAJIA 3TO
OT OKPYXKaIOUIUX.

C onHo#i croponsl, TuHe MMNoHupoBaia uaes Jgyuieil nogpyru. C qpyrol — BCIOMUHAS
CTPaHHYIO MTPOMHUCHYIO OYKBY «T» B 3aIMCKE U HEOOBIYHbBIE OOCTOSITENILCTBA McUe3HOBeHU s HOmu, Tak
MOXOME Ha MPEeKHUE 3araJlouHble MICYE3HOBEHM ], OHA HE CIIEIINIa JIeiICTBOBATh, ONAacasiCh HATBO-
PUTH DIIYTIOCTEN.

PermmB HeHa0/Iro OTBIIEUBCS OT TSKENBIX MbIcieit, Jlepa u TruHa nepeBepHyJIMCh Ha MOJIOTEH-
11aX, YTOOBI PABHOMEPHO «IOKAPUTHCS» CO BCEX CTOPOH U MPOCTO HACTAAUTHCS YXOASIIIM JIETOM.

Jlepa.

Bonras ¢ TuHoil M cMmesch HaJ KaKUMHU-TO MycTskamu, Jlepa BIpyr modyBCTBOBaJla, Kak
MOJIpyra KPerKo cxkaja ee 3amscTbe, OyITO UCITyraaach MPOTUBHOTO HACEKOMOTO.

— Jlepa... cMOTpuU, — MpolenTtasia OHa, He CBOJIS I71a3 C MPOTONTAHHOM IMeCYaHOU TPOIMUHKHU.

Jlepa moBepHysia TONOBY M Cpa3y 3aMeTwsIa MpuunHy Oecriokoricta. Jlema CyciauMoB mmien
MPSIMO K HUM, C MEPEKOIIEHHbIM OT BOJHEHMS JIULOM, SIBHO MPEIYYBCTBYsS HEJIOBKOCTh BCTPEUM.
Jlepe oTYasiHHO 3aXOTEIOCh MPOBATMTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJTIO, TOJBKO OBl HE pa3roBapuBarh C HUM U He
CJIyIIaTh €r0 ONpPaBAaHUS.

— OH uzieT K HaM, — TUXO0 KOHcTatupoBasia TuHa, IpUBCTaBast Ha MpPeAIUIeYbsX.

Jlepa, nexa Ha KHUBOTE, YTKHYJIACh JIOOM B MOJIOTEHIIE, HAJesICh CIIPSTAThCS, Kak crpayc. Kaza-
JIOCh, €CJIM OHA He BUIWT €T0, TO U OH ee Toxe He 3ameTuT. Ho, K coxasienuto Jlepsl, 3To He cpadboTaio.
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CycnuK OCTaHOBWJICS PSJIOM C HUMH U, IEPEMHHASICh C HOTY Ha HOTY M CWJIBHO CMYIIASICh, C
TPYIIOM BBIIABUJI CIIOBA!

— Jlepa... U3BMHU MEHSI. .. 32 Bce. $1 B TOT Beuep CHIIbHO mepedpal. . .

Jlepa rpoMKO B3JJOXHYJIa U TOJIBKO M3 BEKJIMBOCTH B3IJIsIHYAA Ha napHs. OH, He MUTasi, CMOT-
pes Ha Hee, CJIOBHO B OKMIAHWH TPUTOBOPA, a €ro Tollee TeIO IPOkKajio TO JIX OT BOJHEHHS, TO JIN
oT Berpa. M kak Obl eil HM XOTeJOCh, OHa HEe CMOIJIA OCTaThCsl K HEMY MOJHOCTBIO PaBHOMYIITHOM,
XOTS1 BHYTPEHHHI TOJIOC KPUYaJl OT JKeJTaHHs1 OOJIbIle HUKOT/IA He OOIIAThCS C ITUM YEJIOBEKOM: KakK
MYKYMHA OH BBI3BIBAJI Y HEe JIMIIh OTBpAIlIEHE.

— JlagHo, Jlen... — npousHecna oHa Tuxo. — [Ipoexanm.

Ei1 oyeHb X0Ten0Cch MOCKOpee OTBA3ATHCS OT HETO, HO CAENATh 3TO MSITKO, YTOOBI OH HE HaTBO-
pUJT 4ero-HuOyb TIIYNOro OT OTYAsIHUS, BE/Ib OH BBIPAIIMBAJ CBOE M3BMHEHHE 1ienylo Heaemo. Ho
K yxacy Jlepsl, oT ee cioB Jlema OyKBaJIbHO pacliBell, Ha ero JIMIe 3aurpaja yislOKa U Kapue riasa
3abrecreny.

— Moxer, noiiaem Torjaa kynatbesi?! CerogHs Boga Takasi Teruiasl. .. — BBITAJIAJ OH Ha OJTHOM
IbIXaHUH, CJIOBHO 3apaHee TOTOBUII Ty pPeyb.

Jlepa Harpsirnach ere 6oJblle, efBa ciepKuBas pasapaxenue. Ee cTpaiHbie onaceHus cObl-
JIMCh: OH CHOBA HAYHET 3a HEH YBUBAThCS, a MMpOIIeas HeJess CIIOKONCTBUSI PaccerBasiach,
CJIOBHO Tpe3bl. OHa 3ayMaliach: BOZMOXHO, JTyUIIMM BapUaHTOM ObUIO Cpa3y ke MOciaTh ero Kyaa
TIO/IAJTbIIIE.

— 3Haellb, — CKa3aJia OHa, C TPYAOM COXpaHsisi J0OpOsKeIaTeTbHOE BhIpakeHHe JIUIA, — JIETO
Be/Ib MIOYTH KOHYMJIOCH. $1 XOuy 3aropeTp, a He... Hy... MOKHYTh B 03epe.

Jlemma mokpacHen 1, pacTepsiHHO OIYCTHB 71432, TSKEJIO B3JOXHYJL.

— TMoHATHO... — e[1Ba CIBIIIHO TPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

OH Bce e MbITAICS YTO-TO AOOABHUTH, YTOOBI yAEpXkaTh €¢ BHUMAHHE, OJHAKO APTyMEHTHI
OBICTPO 3aKOHYMJIUCh, U, HE HAI/IS CJIOB, OH Pa3BEpPHYJICA U YIIEJI, MEJUICHHO Tasl BOAJIH.

Jlepa octanace nexars psjgoM ¢ TuHOH, 4yBcTBYs oOneryeHrie. OHa 3Hana, 4To OH elle He pa3
MIPUCTAHET K Hel, HO KaK MUHMMYM Ha CerofiHsi OHa Oblla CBOOO/IHA OT €r0 Ha30MJIMBOrO BHUMAHUS.
Ona nepeBena B3rsiA Ha TuHy, IIypsich OT COMHIIA, U Ta TOJBKO IMOXasa rjiedamMu, OyITo rOBOpS:
«CripaBuiiach».

Tuna.

Kak Tonbko Jlemra ckpbljicst 3a CliMHaMU CBOMX TpusTeneid, Jlepy Oyaro npopsaio. OHa roBo-
pUia He OCTaHABJIMBASCH, OyATO OOsIACh 3aMOTYATh M OCTAThCSl HaeauHe co cBoel Gonblo. TuHa
CIyIIasia ee, CTapasich KMBaTh B HY)KHBIX MECTax, XOTsl IOHMMAJIa, 4To yTemuTh Jlepy Obuto ceituac
HEBO3MOXHO. Jlepa BbUIMBaJia HapyXky BCIO 0OJIb U 00Uy Ha Cyap0y, UTO TMOCiaia el B KauecTBe
yxaxepa umeHHo Cyciuka.

— Hy 310 passe noseseHne MyxunHbl?! — Bo3MyInaiach oHa. — CTOUT, MSMJIUT, YTO-TO
CIIpaIuBaET, X0Uuy JIM 51, MOTY JiH f... ['ocriomu, eciv Tol Xo4elb — OepH, Jesaid, JoouBaicsa. 1o
ke meMeHTapHo! MykurHa TOIKeH ObITh PeLIMTENbHBIM, a HEe jK1aTh YKa3aHHUM, Kak co0aka.

— A ecnv ObI OH B3$UJT ¥ TOTAIIIIT TeOsI B BOALY, ThI ObLTa ObI CYACTINBA? — C YIIBIOKOM CIIPOCHIIa
TuHa, npeKkpacHo 3Hast OTBET MOAPYTH.

— WzpeBaembcs, 1a? — coiypuiach Jlepa erie cuibHee.

— HeMHOXKO... — 3araJlo4yHo, C MPUBBIYHOM €W TPyCThI0 HA JIMIle, YIbIOHYIach TuHA U
MOCMOTpesia Ha TOPU30HT.

— 4 roBopio He 1po KoHKpeTHO Jlenry, a mpo nogoOHoe NoBeaeHue napHei. .. e neictBus?
OpnHM coBa, OIHU BOTIPOCHL. .. — € pa304apoBaHMeM Ipor3Hecia Jlepa, BHOBb IepeBEPHYBIINCH Ha
CIIUHY.

— [Moyemy TbI He KynuIb ceOe Te JyXH /7151 IPUBJICUSHHU S B CBOIO XKU3Hb MYKUMHBI 110 CyAbOE,
YTO MOApWIa MHE Ha JIeHb POXKJIEHUsI? — BCepbe3 MOUHTepecoBaiach TuHa, He MOHUMAs], ToYeMy
Jlepa Tak cTpagaer, eciiv BEpUT B MOAOOHYIO Maruio.
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— A ThI y’K€ Hayasla UMY NOJIb30BaThes1? — CJIOBHO B HAJIEK /€ NepeBesia cTpesiku Jlepa.

— Tloka Her... — yneiOHynack Tuna. — Ho s HauHy, Korga Mou 3akoHYatcs. MHe Oosblie
HPABUTCS, KOIZIa Y YEJIOBEKa OfIHU J1yXH, M OHU JAIOT HEKYIO y3HaBaeMOCTb. A KOIJia MEHsellb TyXu
MOCTOSIHHO, 3Ta Y3HABAEMOCTb TepSIETCsl, — MOSCHSIA OHA.

TuHa roBopuIia mpasty, OHAKO J1eJ10 ObUIO He TOJbKO B 3ToM. Ha camom zienie oHa 6osiiack, 4To,
HayaB I0JIb30BaThCSl STUMHU JyXaMHU, B €€ KU3Hb U MpaBJa NpUAET MyK4YMHA, Ipyrou... He Poma...
Ho TuHa npeanoynTana CKpbITh 3TH YyBCTBA MOl MACKOW HEBEpHs B MOI00OHOE KOJIOBCTBO C 3aro-
BapUBAaHUEM [yXOB.

— A 1, ecyi 4ecTHO, OoJbIIe XpaHio BepHOCTh «Gucci» u «Prada», v He OueHb JIOBEepSII0 MeCT-
HBIM MapKaMm. Tax 4To s, HoKastyi, JOKIyCh ¥ IOCMOTPIO, KaK OHH Ha Tebe cpadoTaloT. .. — JIyKaBO
ynbiOHyack Jlepa, risans Ha THHY CKBO3b COITypeHHbIe T71a3a.

— Twl uTO0, Mcnosb3yers MeHs1?! — ¢ yauBJIeHueM axHysia TuHa, eiBa cAepKuBasi CMeX.

— HemHoxko. .. — nepeapasnuia noapyry Jlepa u paccMmesuiach.

TuHa HaKMHYJaCh HA MOAPYTY CO IEKOTKOM.

INoka ona mekorana Jlepy no cie3, kpaem ria3za TuHa yBujIeIa, Kak 3HAKOMBIN IO OO CHITY3T
ABWXETCS MPsIMO Ha HUX. OH IIeN Mo MecKy He Criela, 4yTh BPa3BaJlouKy, C TAKUM BUAOM, OyATO
BECh IUISIK MpuHaiexan emy. OH ObUT MOJTHOW MPOTHUBOIOIOKHOCTHIO HeyBepeHHOMY CyCNHKY, 1
TaK CYMTAJIa He TOJIbKO THHA.

B3risiipl MHOTMX JIEBUOHOK OBLTM HAIPaBJIEHBI B €ro0 CTOPOHY, HO Poma Ha HUX axe He CMOT-
pen. OH cMotpen npsiMo Ha TuHYy, a Ha ero Jmile urpaja ee JoOuMas, JIykaBas yiasiOka. OQHOro ero
B3IJIs/1a XBAaTUJIO, YTOOBI cepatle Tunbl 3a0unock OpicTpee. OHa BIPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK B IPyIH
CTAaHOBHUTCSI TECHO, & B JIETKHX MEPECcTalio XBaTaTh Bo3ayxa. OHa o0oxalia 3TO YyBCTBO, BElb TOJIBKO
PSIIOM C HUIM OHA UCTIBITBIBAJIa TIONOOHOE.

— Hy uro, kpacotku? Kak otnpixaerca? — npotsHya Poma, nenuBo pacrsarusas ciosa. Ot
ero rosoca 1o Koxe TuHbI TpoOekaiu MypariKky.

He cripammBas paspelieHusi IPUCOSAUHUTHLCS, OH YJIercss MeXIy JEBYIIKaMU U, YJIBIOHYB-
LIKCh, MOJIOKWIJI PYKU UM Ha Tajuu. B 310 MraoBenue TuHe noka3anock, 4To OHa BOT-BOT MOTEPSIET
CO3HAHUeE: IO CIIMHE MPOOeKaN MPUSATHBINA XOTO/OK, a B JIAIOHSIX 3a0eraii MeJIKAe UTOJIOYKH, CIOBHO
OHa JiepkaJla B pyKax uTo-To Komouee. Ero Teruias, cierka mepiiaBasi JJaJOHb JIMIIb cJIerka Kacajlach
ee HeXKHOW KOXH, 3acTaBiisisi TUHY IpOoKaTh U3HYTPU.

— ThI pyKu-TO XOTh MBLT TIOCTIe Buku? — ¢ nmpeHeOpexeHreM bipkHya Jlepa, 6ynro ero
MIPUKOCHOBEHHUE ObLIO JIJIs1 Hee HEBBIHOCHMBIM.

— KoHeuHo, — yXMBUIBHYIICSI OH. — £ BOOOIIIE 32 YHCTOTY BO BCEM.

Jlepa ckpuBmnack, a TrHa He BbAEpXkana M yablOHYIach. X ccopbl Beerna kazanuch Tune
3a0aBHBIMH, a TIOPOM JIa)ke CMEITHbIMU: Jlepa BeYHO BOpYasia U TO M JeJIO MbITAIach €ro YKOJIOTh, a
OH CJIOBHO MAaHIIPEM TMPHK PhIBAJICS] CAMOJIOBOJILHOM YJIBIOKOH. A KOTI/Ia OH B OTBET IBITAJICS YKOJIOTh
ee, OHa BO3MYIIaJach FpOMYE CaJIsIEerocsi camosiera.

— Aiia kynaTtbcst! — OpPOCHIT OH C YJTBIOKOW.

— Her, — cUHXpPOHHO OTBETWJIN [IEBYILKHU.

— S 3aropaio! CKoJIbKO MOXHO BaM BceM 00 9TOM roBopuTh?! — 3aBopyasa Jlepa, ere ucrsi-
THIBasl pa3ipakeHre mocje MogoOHOro MpeaioKeHus ot Jlemm.

— A y Tebs1 Kakoe olpaBaHue ? — ¢ He)KHOCTBIO B3NIAHY Ha TrHy Poma, ciierka nprkumasichb
OOHAXEHHBIM TEJIOM K ee TIieuy.

— 41 3aKoiKy He B3sJ1a, HE XO4y HAMOYMTb BOJIOCHI, — MEJIJIEHHO BblIbIXas1, TpousHeca TuHa,
YyBCTBY, KaK B )KHUBOTE MMOPXAI0T 0A00UKH.

Tune Ka3anoch, 4TO OHa 3HaNa Pomy syuine, yeM KTo-JmO0: MyCTh OHA M OOIIAIach C HUM
MeHblIIe, YeM ero Jydiuue apy3bs Jlepa u Kens. OHa npekpacHo 3Haja, 4to a1 Pomel He cyie-
CTBYET CJIOBA «HET», JUIsl HETO OHO Yallle 03HAYaJIo «IoMpoOyH eme». U, B3IISTHYB B €ro JIyKaBble
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I71a3a, OHa YEeTKO TMOHsIJIa ero HaMepeHusl. XOThb el U TpaB/ia He XOTeJIOCh MOYMTh BOJIOCHI, HO BCE ke
OHa OblJIa TOTOBA K €r0 PEIIUTENIbHBIM, ITyCTh U BAPBAPCKUM, JEHCTBHSM.

B crenyromee MrHOBeHVe OH MOAXBATUI MX OOCUX HA PYKH, TIOTHSB Tak JIerKo, OyATO OHU
HUYero He Becwu. Jlepa, 3aBU3kaB, Chilajia yrpo3aMu, oderiasi IpuayImuTh PoMy, eciii oH mocMeet
KWHYTh ee B Boay. TrHA *ke 3aramiia JpIXaHUe, KOTjia MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €ro Iiedo YTKHYJIOCh B
€€ JXUBOT, a €ro pyKu O6XBaTI/UII/I TaK KPEIIKO, YTO MOXHO 6BIHO YTOHYTb TOJIBKO OT 9TOIO IMPUKOC-
HOBCHU .

OH pemmTesbHO 1IeT B BOAY, HE CITyIas BO3MYIIEHUS W yrpo3bl JIephl, M Kak/Ibli ero mar
oT3bIBaJICs B Tesie TruHbl HOBOU BOMHOM poxu. OHa 3HaAsA, YTO B35Th HA PYKH TOJILKO €€ OIHY OH
OBl HE TIOCMeEJT, 9TO OBLJIO CJIUIIKOM PUCKOBAaHHO. JKeHsl HUKOr/a He MpoCcTuiI Obl ero 3a 310. Ho BoT
TaK, BMecte ¢ JIepoii, OH MOT IMO3BONIUTh ceOe MHoroe, 1 TuHa Obuta OyaromapHa 3a To, YTO XOTb Tak,
MOTJIa HEHAJIOJITO MOOBITh B €r0 PyKax.

[TpoxagHasi Boga o3epa HaKpbljia MX pa3orpeThie Ha COJTHIIE Tejla ¢ TOJIOBOM, Koria PoMa cku-
HYJI X CO CBOUX Ijied. JIeBylIKM 3aKpyuvaliv, ajas B BOAY, a BHIHBIPHYB, THHA FPOMKO paccMesIach.
Ee mieku crierka ropeiu OT CMyIIEHHUs], U Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OA00UYKM B KHUBOTE OKOHUYATEILHO COIILIA
C yma.

TotoBast MmcTHTh, Jlepa ciiiol CBOero TeJieKuHe3a MOJHsIa OrPOMHYIO BOJTHY BOJIBI M OKATHJIA
POMy, CJIOBHO M3 BEapaA. Tuna TYT K€ MoAXBaTWJia 3Ty UACI0 U ITPUHAIACh AKTUBHO IUVIECKATh BOY B
€ro CTOpOHY, Kak Obl CTy9aifHO Kacasich ero Tejia uepe3 OpbI3rH.

Poma B oTMecTKy BHE3aITHO OXJIaJIAJT BOILY PSIZIOM C HUMU CHJION CBOETO JJapa U JIEBYIIIKY 3aBU3-
JKaJI1 TaK, 4TO BECH IISAXK O60pa‘{I/IBEU]CH Ha Hux. OH CHOBa ¥ CHOBA 10 oyepear Knaaa ux B JICAAHYIO
BOAY, a4 3aTEM HBIPAJT CaM U YTACKMBAJI UX BHU3, XBaTasd 3a JIOAbIKKH.

3aHpeTHI)I€ IMPUKOCHOBEHH A, KOTOPbIE HEBO3MOKHbBI 6BI)II/I Ha Ccyli€, B BOAC JId BCEX OKpPYyXKa-
IOIIUX Ka3aJIMCh OOBIYHOM UTPOM. . . HO TOJIBKO He 11t TuHbL. .. [I7151 Hee 9T0 Oblila €JUHCTBEHHAS BO3-
MOHOCTh TIOOBITH ¢ PoMoit Tak 05m3ko0. Kakioe ero mpukOCHOBEHUE OT3BIBAIOCH B €€ TeJie HOBOM
BOJTHOM JIPOKH, 3aCTaBJIsIs 3a0bITh, YTO KPYrOM HAXOIUTCS TaK MHOTO JIIO/IEH.

Ero B3ris1p1 1 yJIBIOKY B €€ CTOPOHY TOBOPUJIM HAMHOTO OOJIBIIIE O €r0 YyBCTBAX, YeM OH MOT
OBl 1TO3BOJINTH ceOe cKkaszaTh. [ B KakoW-To MOMeHT Poma okaszajicst HaCTOJIbKO OM3Ko, uyTto TruHa
HEBOJILHO 3amepria, 3a0bIB O TOM, rje HaxoauTcs. OHa cMOTpesia Ha HEero W eBa He TOHYJa B €ro
B3MJIsAJIC, U JKeJIaHUE TIePEUTH 3Ty HEBUIMMYIO YePTYy CTaJIO TIPOCTO HEBHIHOCUMBIM.

Poma Ha mMrHoBeHue Toxe 3amep. Mexly HUMU OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIIb IMOJI Ilara — TOT CaMbIi
HEBUAUMBIN Oapbep, KOTOPBI HU OIVH M3 HUX HE peniajcs npeoposieTb. Ho KopoTkuil B3rsaa Ha
Oeper B OHY CEKYH]ly pa3pyIlvI WUTIO3UIO CYACTbsI, 3aCTABJISAS €€ BHE3AIMHO OYHYTHCS OT CIIAJKUX
rpes.

JKens cuzien Ha Oepery B TeHU UyTh MOO/IaJIh, U BHUMATEILHO HAOMIONAIT 32 TIPOUCXOMSAIINM,
Kak ctopoxeBoit riec. CypoBbIid B3I OpaTa sICHO Aajl MOHATHh THHE, YTO OHU YKe TaBHO Tepeluii
YepTy U TOJIL30BAIMCH ero mnojioxkeHreM. Ecii Ol He ero cioMaHHast Hora, TuHa ¢ Pomoit Bps
NpUOTM3KUINCH OBl IPYT Apyry OOJbllie, YeM Ha METp, Aake B BOJE.

Crnagkoe BOJHEHHE TYT K€ YCTYITUJIO MECTO YyBCTBaM BUHBI U CThIIA. TWHA OIMyCTHIA TJ1a3a,
cliesiasia mapy IaroB Ha3aj1 ¥ CHOBA MPBICHYIAa B PoMy BOIOM, Jiesiast BU, YTO OHHU IIPOCTO JTypavyarcsl.
Ternepb OoHa yke He MOrJia 3a0BbITh O JUCTAHITUH, HO, TIOJIL3YSCh CITyYaeM, CTapaiach COXPaHUTDb BOJI-
1e0CTBO 3TOr0 MOMEHTA, UTO Pa3IMBaJIOCh HEKHBIM TPETETOM Y Hee B TPY/IH.

AHs.

AHs, KaK ¥ Mpoyme, He YIycKajla BO3MOKHOCTH HACTAAUThLCS MOTOKUM JIETHUM JIEHBKOM Ha
Oepery o3epa BMECTe CO CBOUMU JIPY3bsIMH, B KPYT' KOTOPHIX YK€ JaBHO He BXOAWIM HU THHA, HU
Poma u yx Tem 6ornee ata kopoBa — Jlepa.

Bynyun muaepom no Hatype, AHs TIOJIb30BaJIaCh aBTOPUTETOM B CBOEH, IyCTh M HEOOJIBIION
kommanun. OHa 3Hajia, 9To OOJIBIIMHCTBO €€ HOBBIX JIpy3el ObLIH JIUlleMepaMu, KOTOPbIE YITbIOATUCh
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el TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO MOOAMBAIUCh €€, M TaKoe TMOJOkKEHNe ee BIOJIHe ycTpanBasio. Ho Bce-Taku
ObLIIO KOE-YTO, YTO OCTABAJIOCh BHE €€ KOHTPOJIS YK€ MHOTO JIET. ..

Bamian AHu CKOB3HYI 1O TUISIKY M 3anenuics 3a JKenmwo. [lapenb cuien B TeHH, B CTOPOHE
OT BCEX, Ha BBITONTAHHOM TpaBe, a €ro B3MIsA ObLT YCTpEeMJIeH KyAa-TO BAaJb, CIOBHO OH IBITAJICS
CKPBITbCS1 OT BCETO MHpa.

PasroBop ¢ Apy3psiME BHE3aITHO MEpecTayl ee MHTepecoBaTh, U OHA HEOPEKHBIM JBHKEHUEM
PYKHU pe3KO IpepBajia CBOEro apyra JleHnca, KOTOpslil paccKkas3blBasl OYEPEIHYIO [TYIYIO IIyTKY.

«ITO MOU IIaHC», — MoAyMasia AHs, M He crielia HarpaBwiach K Kene.

[Nomoiast kK HemMy, AHs BCTajla POBHO HAIlpOTUB, OYATO pa3pbiBasi TOHKYIO HUTh, HATSIHYTYIO
ME>X/1y €ro B3IJISIJOM M TOPU30HTOM, YTOOBI TAPEHb TOYHO €€ 3aMETHJI U MOT' YuTaTh 1o rydam. OH
TIO/IHSUI HAa HEE CBOM IeyYaslbHbIE 171233, U €€ XOJIOIHBIN B3I BAPYT MOTEIUIEN, a BCEr1a YBEpEeHHbIN
roJIOC CTaJI HEOOBIYHO POOKUM:

— Ilpuser... ¥ MeHs curu KOHYMIUCh. MOXeIlIb BBIPYUUTh, CKPYTUTh MHE?

— Jla... — CJIOBHO BBIPBaHHBIN U3 COOCTBEHHBIX MBICJIEH, C JIETKOW XPUTIOTIION B rojioce Mpo-
n3Hec Kensa. — KoneuHo...

AHs aKKypaTHO Ipucesia psIoM C HUM, YKPaJKOW pas3IisjbpiBas yepTsl ero Jjuna. KeHio
CJIO)XKHO OBUTO Ha3BaTh KpacaBIleM, HO JJIs1 AHU OH ObLT CaMbIM KpacuBbIM M3 napHei. Ero cunue
I71a3a HAIIOMHWHAJIMA €l MOPCKYIO Oe3/IHy, B KOTOPOM OHA Tak MeuTajia yToHyTh. OHa HaOmonana, Kak
ero TOHKHUEe, My3bIKaJIbHbIE MaJIbIIbl JIOBKO CBOPAYMBAIIM ISl HEE CUTapeTy U3 OTOOpHOro tadaka, u
HaCJIaX/1a/1aCh TAKUM IPOCTBIM, HO TAKUM UHTUMHBIM 151 HE€ MOMEHTOM.

— JKapko cerogHsl... — npousHecia AHsl, HE 3Hasl, KaK 3aBs3aTh pa3roBop.

— M? — nepecripocui1 apeHs, CHOBA Y/l B CBOM MBICIH U 3a0bIB CMOTPETh Ha T'yObl cobe-
CeJHUKA.

— T'oBopio, 4TO KYTKO *apko. Jlaxxe He BEpHUTCs, YTO Yepe3 Mecsil] HauMHaeTcs y4yeoda... — ¢
YJIBIOKOM OBTOpMIIAa AHsI, BCTPEYasiCh C HUM B3IJISIIOM.

— 3TO TOYHO, — TOIHSUI TycThie OpoBHU JKeHs1, MpOTATUBAs IEBYILIKE CUTApETY.

AHS He cMorJia yiepKaThCs, YTOOB He KOCHYTBCS €70 PYKH, XOTsI ObI BOT TaK, Kak OyATO CITy-
qaiiHo. JKeHs1, Ka3ajaoch, 3TOro Jaxe He 3aMETHIL.

— HagepHoe, cTpeMHO, 4TO JIETO KOHYAETCs, a KyNaTbCsl He MOXellb?! — COYYBCTBEHHO IPO-
n3Hecsa AHsl, TOMOPIIYB KOHOMNATBII HOC.

— Boo0i1ie nosHeIi OTCTON! — MOATBEparI MapeHb, OMorasi AHe PUKYPHTh.

Ero pyku Oputn Tak OJIM3KO K €€ JIMITLY, YTO OHA TIOYTH OIIyIaga UX MPUKOCHOBEHHE K IIEKaM.
Ot 31010 €€ pIXaHue COMBAJIOCh, M CAENATh IEPBYIO 3aTSKKY, YTOOBI PACKYPUTh CUTAPETY, OKAa3aJIoCh
CJIOXHO. Brpixasi IpIM, OHa TBITANACh BEPHYTh MPUBBIYHYIO YBEPEHHOCTb, HO psgoM c JKeHel Ta
MpeaaTesbCK1 Ucue3aa, yeTynas MeCTO pacTepSIHHOCTU U BOJIHEHMIO.

— U ponro teGe elie XOAUTH C TUTICOM? — TIOMHTEPEeCcOoBaiach AHsl, COOPABIINCH C MBICIISIMY,
YTOOBI TIPOJOJKUTH TUAJIOT.

— Bonblie Mecsia, — TSKENIO B3IOXHYJI MTapeHb U TOXe HauaJl CKPy4YHBaTh ceOe CUrapery.

— Kak 1e6s1 BooO111ie yropa3auio cioMarh HOry? — crpociiia AHsl, pagysich, YTO pasroBOp
HaKOHEll HayaJl IIoJ1y4yaThbCsl.

— Tocne nus poxaenus TuHBI ¢ MalfaHaAMK CITyCKaJIM yAApHYIO YCTAaHOBKY C KPBIIIH, U HA
necTHULe octynuics. [IpomaxHyics, Tak cKa3aTb... — YCMEXHYJICSI OH OT HEJIENIOCTH CUTYallUu.

— biMH, Kak HEyJayHO BHIIUIO... — AHS YyTh CKJIOHW/IA TOJIOBY U MSTKO YJIBIOHYJIAC,
UCKPEHHE COYYBCTBYSI NAPHIO.

7Kenst ¢ yibpIOKOHM MPUKYpPUIT CUTapeTy M CHOBa 3amoival. Hactynuia HenoBKas maysa, Koraa
o0a He 3HaJM, 4TO CKa3aTh. AHS BHUMATEJBHO paccMaTpuBasia MpOduib MapHs, CIOBHO U3ydYasa
ero. OH cMOTpes KyJa-To mepej cOOO0H Tak COCPeJOTOUEHHO, OYITO CHOBA MBICIIEHHO BO3BPAIIAJICS
K YEMY-TO TSIKEJIOMY.

— O uem gymaerib? — CIpOCHIIA OHA, CTAPASICh 3BYYaTh HEMPUHYXKJIECHHO.

28



A. Teppa. «Pecentopuym "MeprBas Iletisa"»

— O IOne... — oTBeTWI1 OH, BbIJIbIXasl CUTAPETHBIN JIBIM.

VYcnbimas 310 ums u3 yer JKenu, AHIO CIOBHO ynapwio TokoM... Oms... laxke ceiiuac oHa
OyIITO CTOSIIa ME3K/ly HUIMH, HECMOTPsI Ha Bce ycususi AHM pa3inyduth ux. C MOMEHTa ee UCUe3HOBe-
HUS MPOIILIA YKe Heflesisl, a OH JIO CHX Iop O Hel roBopHT. .. Ho Beap B 3ammcke ObUIO SICHO CKa3aHO:
«He umure MeHs1, CO MHOI Bce XOPOIIO ! »

«[louemy oHa ero Tak BosHyeT? Heysxkenu ciyxu npaBayBhl, 1 OH B Hee ycnen Bmooutscs? Ho
1ovYeMy MMEHHO B Hee, YeM OHa JIyullle MeHs1?» — TMOTOK MbICJIeH B roioBe AHU COMBAJI €€ C TEMBI
pasroBopa, 1 OHa HAYMHAJIA TEPATh KOHTPOJIb HAJl AIMAJIOTOM, UYTO BCE CUJIBHEE €€ pa3paxkalo.

— XogaAT ciyXu, 4TO OHa cama He 3axoTesa ocTaBarhcsl B Pecenrropuyme. .. — JieByIlIKa cra-
pajiach He MOKa3bIBaTh, UTO 3HAET OOJIbIIIe, YeM caM KeHs.

— JI-ma... — ¢ 3aMelarenbCTBOM MPOTAHYI NapeHb. — Ho-0-0... Kak-To BCe 3TO CTPaHHO. ..
TeGe He kaxeTcs?

— BoBce HeT, — nokavasia peikeil meBemopoll AHs. — OHa NpuIlia, YBUJENIA, KaK Mbl
KUBEM, TIOHSIA, YTO €l TaK He MOAXOMT. .. BrionHe nornuno. OHa BeJb U3 IETCKOro JoMa cOexana
U, 110 CyTH, TIOMaJIa B TO e OOIIEeKUTHE, B Ty XKe IIKONY. . .

— HI-a-a... — npotanHy JKeHs, CJIOBHO 3aCOMHEBAJICA B CBOMX Joragkax. — Ho y Hac coBep-
HIEHHO JIpyrue ycioBus ku3Hu! OHa Tak MedTasa Moay4YUTh JOKYMEHTHI. . .

— Kro 3Haer? — noxana ruiedamu AHs. — Yyxas ayia noTeMKH.

MBbIcib O TOM, YTO OHA TIOCesiyla COMHEHHUe B TosioBe JKeHu, CUIIbHO ee 00pajoBaa.

— MHe Bce paBHO CJIOKHO MOBEPUTh, YTO OHA MPOCTO YIILJIA, HE MOMpOUIaBIIMCh. [axe co
MHOW. . . — TUXO BBIIOXHYJI OH, OTKU/IBIBASICH CITHOU HA HEOOJTBITION 3eMJISTHOM XOJIMUK, U3 KOTOPOTO
TOpYaJIM OTPOMHbBIE KOPHH JIEPEBbEB. B ero ronoce 4yBcTBOBaNIaCch O0Jb OT pa30YapOBAHUS.

— Tol... BmOONEH B Hee? — TUXO cripocuiia AHs, €Ba PeHIMBIIMCh Ha 3TOT mar. OHa He
OTBOAMJIA B3MUIsi1a OT JKeHu, XOTs cepAlie KOJOTUIOCh OT CTpaxa YC/bIIaTh TOPbKYIO MPaBy.

— Yr10? — nepecnpocuil OH, CJIOBHO OCJIbIIIAJCA. A 3aTeM, OCO3HaB, YTO OHA CKa3ajla UMEHHO
TO, 4TO cKazasa, orBeTiiI: — Her. C dero Tol B3s1a? Mexk/ly HaMu, TOJIBKO apyx0a. S mpocto nepe-
KMBAIO 32 Hee, Kak nepexuBai Obl 3a Tuny wim Pomy.

AHs r1yOOKO BIOXHYJIA, CTApasich CKPHITh OypI0 UyBCTB BHYTPH, U C JIETKOW YJIBIOKOH CKa3aa:

— TloHATHO. .. TagHO, €cM 3TO Tak. fl MpocTo Aymana, yTo... — 3alHy/1ach OHA, — MOXET,
ThI KaK-TO MHA4Y€ K HEl OTHOCHIIILCSI.

AH$ Io4yBCTBOBaJIa 0OJIETYeHHUE U CJIETKa OMYCTHJIA 71432, HO B3IJISI TIOTHOCTHIO HE OTBOJIMIIA.
3naunT, Mexay Keneit u HOneit geficTBuTeIbHO HIUEro He ObLI0. .. Ho BMecTe ¢ TeM mpwiiia HoBast
TpeBora: a BAPYI OH IIPOCTO HE XOueT Mpu3HaBaThcsA? EnBa 3ameTHast 3aBUCTh IPOCKaJIb3bIBAJIA B €€
MBICJISIX, HAIIOMUHAS, YTO OHA HHUKOrga He Obuta Ha mMecte IOmu. Benp el Tak X0Teaoch OBITH IS
HEro BaKHOWU. ..

AHS cMYIIEHHO YIBIOHYJIACh, CTapasich AEPKaTh BCE STH YyBCTBA MOJ KOHTPOJIEM, 3Hasl, YTO
OH BC€ €11le CMOTPUT Ha Hee.

«Mosker, 51 mocrnemmia v 3ps Tak nocrynuia ¢ FOneit?» — npoHecsoch B ee ronose. — «Benp
Mesxay HUMHU ¢ JKeHell Hu4ero, Kpome JIpyKObl, BCe-TaKu HET».

Ho Tyt %e AHs oTBeTMIIa cama ceOe Oe3 oM COKaIeHUS:

«XOTs y MEeHsI Bc€ paBHO He ObLIO JIpyroro BeIOOpa. ..»
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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