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AHHOTaAMSA

BepHynach 1omoit, a B U30YIIKe KTy T JIUIIb KOT-BOPYYH U CIIUCOK
3agaHuii ot 6abymku? He Gena, st v He ¢ TaKMM CHPaBioCh. TOTBKO
BOT He TI0 JyIlle MHE JOJKHOCTh HOBOM BaObl-Aru, Kak HU MOKPYTH.
Hymia TpedyeT MpUKIIOYeH i, ONbIT U3 fIBM ToJKaeT Ha Ge3yMcTBa,
Ja ¥ IAJIO B OIHOM MeCTe 3YIIHT.

Pemeno! OTKpolo CKa304HYI0 JOCTaBKY W Haiiy COOCTBEHHYIO
cyap0y, BMECTO HaBSI3aHHOH Jpyrumu... Huuero Benop He ciydmres,
npasna’?..
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JInsgs CoBylIKHHA
Cka3ouHnas
nocraBska ot Exxku

I'naBa 1. Exxka Bo3Bpamaercst

14T JIeT MpoJIeTeNIN KaK CUMTAHbIC Yachl, M BOT 51 BEPHYJIACh
JIOMOH.

om? Jla He coBceM, Be/lb HE Y KaX/I0TO JIOMa UMEIOTCS ITIH-
KapHble KYPHHbIC HOKKH C O4apOBaTeIbHbIMH KOTOTKamu. M3-
OyIIIKa, CKOJIbKO ceOsl IOMHIO, CTOsIIa TTOCPEI STOU JIeCHOH T10-
JISTHBI, OKPYXXEHHAsI OCUHBIM YaCTOKOJIOM. Bo3Bpamasich Ha Ka-
HUKYJIBI MEHSI BCET/Ia BCTpeyasia Mapouka Yeperyiiek, CBepKar-
IIMX OFOHBKAMM B IYCTBIX TJIA3HUIIAX.

Crpaxu ¥ ceituac mapy pa3 METKHYIN YeTOCTIMU, KOra s
BXO/IWJIA BO IBOP. YeMOIaHUMK OTTSTUBAII PYKY, PUATHO HATIO-
MUHas CKOJIbKO BCETO 5 B3siJla M3 MHpa CMEpTHBIX. MHe He Tep-
TeJIOCh ToKa3arh 0alyJsie HOBbIE INITYYKH, KOTOPbIE MPUIyMaH
JIOIW, ¥ KOTOPbIE 3aHSUIU TTOYTH BCE MECTO.

N30y1ika, movyBCTBOBaB MOE MPHUOBITHE, BCTPEICHY/Iach U
HavaJia Tpy3HO BcTaBath. He ycriena st v cjioBa MOJIBUTD, KaK OHa
TIOBEPHYJIACh K JIECY 3aJIOM, a KO MHE IepeioM U MPUBETIMBO
pacraxHyJia pe3HyIo IBEpb.



— babyns, s BepHynack! baOymika fIra! — pamocTHo 3aKpu-
yaja s, 0Kuj1asl yBUJETh CBOIO CTapyIIKy Ha OpOre.

TummuHa.

OO6bIyHO MeHs1 BcTpevanu. Hacynusiimcs, st ObICTpO BoIILIA
B n30ymiky. [lycro. B censix Hu HamEka Ha mpucyTcTBUe 6a0y-
JIY, TOJIbKO MBUIMHKY TAHIIEBAJIM B COJTHEUHBIX JIy4ax, IPOHUKA-
IOUMX U3 OKOHIA. OCTaBMB YeMOJaH Ha JIaBKe, 51 yxke Oojiee Ha-
CTOPOXEHHO MOIILIa B TOPHUILY.

— U 3pech HUKOrO, — MpoOOpMOTaJIa 51, OCMaTpUBasi 3HAKO-
MYIO KOMHATYy.

Ileuka, He TOMIEHHAsA, BCE TaKXkKe CTOAJIA B yrojke. Mou ner-
CKHe Xy/I0’)KeCTBa BCE elle yKpaaau e€ 6eseHble O0Ka, XOTb 51 U
MPOCUJIA 3aKPACUTh KPUBbIE LIBETOUKU U JI03bl. IMHHBIN cTOIM,
HAKPBITHIN CKATEPKOU C KPY:KEBAMH, J1a OUHOKUM CEepeOpsSHBIM
nogHocoM. CKambsl, CyHIYK C BBIIIMTHIMU pyiiHuKamu. [Tof mo-
TOJIKOM MSTKO MOKAUMBAIOTCS MYyYKU CyXHX TPaB, KOTOpble Oa-
OyIIKa BCerja 3aroTaBjrBajia BIIPOK.

— Kyna Bce 3anponactuimnch? — HEAOYMEHHO MPOTAHYJIA 4,
rajasi HaJl TPONakei POJHBIX.

— 3Hamo KyJa, — pacTArvBasi cJIoBa IMPOU3HEC 3HAKOMBIN
rOJIOCOK, UCXOASIIIUN OT Me4Yku. — flra B oTmyck ynerena. Yaid,
MOpsI 12 OKHSIHBI JABHO €l TOJIOBY MOPOUYMIIU, KaK M CTEHAHUS
MOPCKOTO OaTIONIKH-TIapsl.

— baton? Tel foma?! — BoCKJIMKHYJIA 51, Opocasich B CTOPOHY
neyu.

— Ox, ronoBa Most 6e10Basi, — MPOCTOHAJ KOT, Pa3BajvB-



IIMIACSA KBEpXy YEPHBIM OpIOXOM Ha 3actejieHHOW meun. — [le-
peOpan s Buepa... Oit nepedpai... MoIOUYKO-TO cCBeXee, a MsITa
cnajka-as. ..

— Korioiika, MUIeHbKMI, — 3aMCKUBAIOILE Havaja s, ora-
casiCh IPUKACATbCSI K MOXHATOM rojIoBe KOTa, — KY/1a TOBOPUIIIb,
6abymika moexana? B ormyck?

— Jla, — ¢ BUAOM crpajaibia, MaykHyJ baion. — K okusny,
OT Hac ¢ U30YIIKOM NOJABIIE. . . DX, HAJI0eIU Mbl fIre, BOT TOUHO
HaJI0eJHu. . .

— A xak ke 5?7 A Kak xe IMPOCUTENIN BCSIKUE, OOraThiph J1a
HEYHCTh JIECHAS. . .

— He 3Ha10 51, — (pBIPKHYJ KOT, — BOH Ha CTOJI€ IMChbMELI0
tede ocraBwia. [Togu ga nmounrai, uyro Ara tede Besena.

3a1yMyMBO NOCMOTPEB HA HAMIYI0 MOPAY, KOTOpas IEMOH-
cTpupoBaiia ckopOb Bcest HaBu, s mokavana rojoBoui. baoyis
yexana? Jla npsmo nepes MouM nipue3ioMm? BriepBbie s yciibixa-
na, 9to $Ira MoxeT OpaTh OTITYCK OT JIel CBOMX BEJIbMOBCKUX.
Ei1 e monoxkeHo U30yIIKy CTepedb, CTPAXIyIIHM ITOMOTaTh J1a
JICUUTh BCEX MPOCSIIUX.

Ha crone neicTBUTENbHO HAILIOCH MUCHMO, IJIOTHBIM KOH-
BEpT, 3areyvataHHblid BockoM. CjioMaB mevarb, s JocTajia J0-
BOJIHHO JJTMHHBIN JIUCT OyMary, Aa He ofguH. $Ira ucrimcana mry-
KM TPU, HAMyTCTBYs] MO0 OE€IOBYIO TOJIOBY. fl BUMTHIBaIach B
POBHBIE CTPOKM, HAITUCAHHBIE YEPHWIAMU, U HE BEPUJIA [J1a3aM.

«Jloporast BHyuKa,

[Mpumén TBO# vac ucnpoOoBarhk ceds B pou Aru. Yk 3HaI0



s1, KaK ThI TAHYJIACh K MUpYy fIBH, na He 1o Tede cyapOa ta. Emé
MAJIBIIIKOM, Tofo0paB Tebs1 y KamHOBOro Mocra, 51 MoHsiIa, 4to
HaJeJIeHa Thl CUJION OOJIBIION. A OOJIbIIAs CHJIa HECET C COOOM
OOJIBIIYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, KAK HU TIOCMOTPH.

51 He XoTena oTimyckarh TeOs B SIBb yUUTHCS, cama 3HaeIllb, HO
TSTA TBOSI HETIOMEpPHA, U 1 cMupwiack. Tenepb ke yepén tebde
TIO3HATh KaKOro 3T0 — ObITh Haceanunen Aru. CripaBHO cie-
Iy MOUM YKa3aHUSIM, BBITIOIHSAM 10T U y4uCh. baloH B moMoIipb
TeOe, 1a 1 N30YIIKa TOKe He B TATOCTh TeOe OyeT.

... [laspllie 11110 epevucaeHne Je, 3aHsIBILee [EeJTbIX 1Ba JIU-
CTa, HO KOTOPBIE 5 U TaK Jiejajia paHblIle. ..

Tak BOT, K yemy 3T0 s1, Bpems npuiiuio. byab HoBout Aroit 1o
MOETO BO3BpaIlleHHs], [1a He JIeHUCh. He 3Haio yxk CKOJIbKO BpeMe-
HU 3aMET MOW OTITYCK, HO s Bepio B TeOs1. He 3ps Bellb CTONBKO
JIeT pacTuia, Jenesa u 6epernia teds. bynb CUIBHON U TOMHU,
YTO JIECHBIE KUTENIU BCeraa nmoMoryT tede B Oejie!

C nm000BbIO,

TBost 6a0ymka fAra»,

4 TumoxHynach Ha JIaBKY, C TOCKOHM IJIsi[isl HA OKOHIlE. Tam
CBETHWJIO SIPKOE COJTHIIE, CTOsIIIiee BBICOKO B HeOe. JlecHas yara,
K KOTOPOH $1 C JIETCTBA MPUBBIKJIA, TENEPh Ka3aaach ele TauH-
cTBeHHee. MbICITU BCTPEBOKEHHBIM OCHHBIM POEM TYJIENIU B TO-
JIOBe, He JIaBasi MHE yXBAaTUTh XOTh OAHY. [asbisl mpomomkanu
C)KUMATh UCIIMCAHHbBIE JIUCTHI, HO 51 HE BUesa OOJbIlle HU eU-
HOU CTPOYKH.

3amenuts Ary? Crare HacnegHuie BeabMbl HaBu, koTopas



KUBET Ha MEPeryThe U HACTABJISET APYIMX Ha MYTh HYXKHBINA?
CrnpaBmoce i s, 1ut SABu?

Baly:1s1 Bepuiia B MeHs, HO 51 cOMHeBasiach. CHJIbBHO COMHEBa-
JIach, BeJlb BO3BpAINasich B U30YIIKY MMocjie 00yUueHHs, MHE XOTe-
JIOCh TIOMTPOCUTH STy eimé HECKOIIBKO JieT cBoOoabl. MHe HpaBu-
JIOCh B MUPE€ CMEPTHBIX, OTKY/Ia MEHsI KTO-TO BBIPBAJI U MOJKU-
HYJI K MOCTY MUPOB. TOJIbKO BOT cyap0a-3/10/erika, He OCTaBuIIa
MHE BBIOOpA.

[TonusB B3I, 51 yBUEa batoHa, CBEpKAIOIIEro ria3amMu u
HaOmoaoIIero 3a MHoM ¢ neun. Kot 6onblie He cTpajaan, Ha-
000poT, cel M MPUHSUT cCaMyl0 BakHYIO To3y. OrpomHast uép-
Hasl TYIIKa, HAMOMUWHAIOIIAs pa3MepaMy MEMH-KyHa, HallOMUHA-
7a OOJBINON CTYCTOK Mpaka. 3el€Hble I1a3UIy MepUain B Cy-
Mpake, YTO BJIACTBOBAJI HAJl NIEYBIO.

— IIpounTtana? — mypibikHy1 batoH.

— IlpounTana, — KMBHYJA $1, IPUKPBIBAS HA MUT CJIE3SIITHU-
ecs TJ1asa.

— Bor u cnaBHO, KpoIKa, — MPOTSIHYJ KOT, CIIPHITMBasi Ha
o)1 1 noaxons ommxe. — He Ooiics, g oOeraro Te0s HE CIIUIII-

KOM MYYMTb.
— Xa, YyCIIOKOWJ, — HEPBHO YCMEXHYJIACh 5, OTKJIa[lbl-
Basl MUCBMO Ha CTOJI. — DBalyika Moria XOoTh MpeaynpeInTh,

MpeX/Ie YeM YXOIUTh BOT TaK.

— Morna, n1a He crana, — (brIpkHYJ baloH, — a 3HauuT Tak
Hano. Crynaii, nepeosieHbcs 1a 3a padory. [leus emé He Torue-
Ha, eJla He CTOTOBJICHA, a 5 FOJIOJIEH KaK. .. BOJIK.



— A OanbKy TeOe He CTONUTh? — €JIKO YTOUHWJIA s, TIopa-
JKEHHAs! CIIMCKOM JeJ1 Ha XOAY MTPUIYMaHHBIM KOTOM.

— He, 6anbKy ceOe ocTaBb, — pacHyIIujcs KOT, HEPBHO JIEP-
HYB ycamu. — JlaBaii, morycrpee, a To Te0s1 CheM.

— Bery-6ery, batonyrika, — ¢ J€rkoi n3AEBKON OTBETHIIA S,
cOpacbiBasi ¢ cebs TieJIeHy XaHAPHI.

Huuero, Exka. CrnpaBumcs ¢ 3tTuM U1 otipocuMmcs B SIBb. He
cTaHeT ke 0a0ys1s1 MeHs CUJION yIepKUBaTh, IIPABO CJIOBO. A fe-
na... Hy noxuBy HemHOro kak fra, nomory crpaxayiium, He
BEJIMKO 3a/laHue. XO4YEeTCsl BEPUTh, UYTO 3a BPEMS OTITyCKa, HE
CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'MM IOHAI00uTCsa Most momolis. Ho Tam camu 60-
T' BE/IAIOT, Yer0 MHE YTOTOBAHO. A TOKa JeHCTBUTEHHO HA100-
HO KyIlIaTh IPUTOTOBUTD, Y MEHSI CO BUEPAIIIHETO JHS BO PTY Aa-
K€ MaKOBOTO 3EPHBIIIKA HE OBUIO.



I'naBa 2. Ckyka E:xkn,
IJIH KaK ¢ 9THM 00pOThCs

[MoTsHyMMCH THY TSOKKUE, CKYKOW HaroTHeHHbIe. Kak u pu-
ka3zajya 6aOyrika, BaloH criycky MHe He J1aBaJi, BCE BpeMst pado-
Ty Haxonwi1. To 3a TpaBamMH B JieC CXOAUTh, TO €/lbl HATOTOBUTD
Ha HECKOJIbKO JTHEH BHEpPEH, TO ellé yero mynapeHoro. [TomHio,
B JICHb MPHUE3/1a, MOJI CAMbI BeYep MbI YCTPOWIIN TTOCUJIENIKH Y
KOCTpa.

4l pacckaspiBajia KOTy 0 fIBH, 4TO TaM HOBOT'O 1 HHTEPECHOTO
CIIyYMJIOCh B MUPe cMepTHBIX. Tosbko batoH Bc€ ppipkat ga ycbl
néprai, He HPaBUTCS €My BCIIOMHHAThH Ipo Jmofei. He moout
OH WX, Ha AyX He nepeHocuT. Ho oT4ero — He roBOpUT, TOJIBKO
171232 OTBOJMUT.

OObIYHO MBI ¢ 6AOYIIKON BOT TaK CAIWJIUCh y KOCTPHUIIA, U
OHA JIeTeH/Ibl pacckasbiBasia. Hy, He coBceM JieTeHIpl, CKopee
NPUIaHUS O BCAKUX BOJIIIEOHBIX apTedakTax. Berax, 4ro xu-
TeJIM CKa304HBIX KOPOJIEBCTB AOJIKHBI B )KU3HU CBOEH HAWTH. ¥V
KaKJIOTO CBOSI Cy/IbOa, CBOM JIONT Tepe] Ooramu, 1a CBOU Mpej-
MeT. HekoTopbie BCIO KU3Hb TPOKUBAIOT, TAK U HE OTHICKAB CBOE
npe/IHA3HAuCHUE, a APYTHe OTIPABIISIIOTCS B MyTEHIeCTBHE.

fra xe, K1Bs Ha TIepeIyThe MUPOB, AOJI)KHA YTh TAKUM YKa-
3bIBaTh U TIOMOTaTh coBeToM. KoMy KJIyOOK BOJIIIEOHBIN 1acCT,
KOMY HHTb MOBSIKET Ja cioBoM nonodoaput. Hy u oborpeer, Ha-



KOPMUT U UCKYyMaeT, Kak 6e3 3roro. Hekotopble keHIIUHBI 10
CHX TIOp JIeTell HOCHJIM B IOMHK SIrH, 4TOOBI 310pOBbSI MJIBIIIIAM
NpuOABHUTh U OT XBOPEH 3alUTHUTh.

4l He coBceM NoHMMaJa, 3aueM fre Bc€ 3TO Aenarb. 3a4eM
noMorarb JIpyrum? 3a4eM TPaTUThb BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb Ha UyXKue
xsonotei? Ho 6abymika pa3 3a pasom nosropsiaa: «[Ipuaér Bpe-
Ms, ¥ Tl BCE€ MoMMENIb. Het yyactu syuiie, yem rnomorarh 3a-
ONyIIMM JAyIlaM Ha MyTH K UX cyapoe». Y 6mia MeHs no Joy,
3aCTaBJIsisl BLIOPOCUTD TIIyIIbIe MBICTH U3 TOJIoBbL. Heroxe Oyimy-
et fAre 00 3ToM 1ymMaTh, 0COOEHHO TaKOH, KaK 51, «OpOIIeHHOM
POIUTENAMU».

Bor s u crapanack mo3a0bITh 000 BCEM, /a JOJIT UCIPABHO
BBINONHATH. Ho Ay1a crpemMuiack K 1pyromy, B MUp CMEPTHBIX,
OTKyJa pofoM. fl He Morya MOJHOCTHIO 3a0bITh O $IBU, 1a U He
X0Tesa, eciv ObITh OTKPOBEHHOM.

— Kak e He xBaraeT nuiiisl, — OOpMOTaa Moj HOC, Tepe-
THpasi B CTyIKe TOPCTh ArOJ U TpaBy 1ieJie0Hy0. — C KypOUuKOi,
rprOOYKAMU ¥ IOMHOPAMH. . .

— Yero cToHelIb, aKM Jyllla HE YIMOKOEHHas1? — BHE3aIHO
(ppIPKHYJ KOT, OAKPAIBIBASICH KO MHE CO CITUHBI.

— [Mumiy xouy, — OypkHYJa 51 He orisiabiBasick. — U kode
C MOJIOKOM. .. M1 MOpOXEeHOE C IMOKOIaAHON KPOLIKOHU. . .

— MHoro xouenp, — cka3ai Kak orpesa, baion. — Hero-
ke TeOe 3Ty Mep30CTh €CTh, OJIHU MPoOaeMbl OT He€. 3abyap u
paboraii ycepnHee!

— bBy-0y-0y, — mepenpa3Huia Kota, HO BC€ paBHO Haydaja



CUJIbHEee HAKMMAaTh Ha NMECTUK. — Mep30CTh MEP30CThIO, a BKYC-
Hasl. ..

— Jlydille mupor UCIeKku, ¢ YaeéM MaJIMHOBBIM U BAPEHbEM,
— npoypyail batoH, 3anpsirvBas Ha CTOJI 1 BHUMATENBHO I
B CTYIKY. Ero 3ei€Hble 11a3a MpuILy pyujIMch, CTAHOBSCH LLIEIOY-
KamH, a Hoc A€pHyics. — [lnoxo, nepenensiBail. OTBap ¢ Takou
CMECH TOJIBKO Ha TOPLIOK IOCAIUT, & HE XBOPb U3JICUMT.

— Jla OGnuH! — B cepAlax pyruyJach s, ¢ FpOMKUM CTYKOM
JIO)Ka Ha CTOJ MECTUK.
— baMHKail MHE TyT, — TYT K€ HACYIWJICS KOT, PacIHyllvB

XBOCT ¥ 3a0MB MM U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY. — CKa3aHo — mepe-
ZeJIbIBay, 3HAYUT, TaK HAJIO!

— V-y-y, u3Bepr MoxHarsbli!

[Moxanyii, s1 66 HE BO3MYIIATIACh, Oy/Ib ITO MEpBasi «HENpa-
BUJIbHAsI» CMech 3a cerogHs. Ho Her, KOT 3a0pakoBajl LeJbIX
TPH, BbIHYK/1as MEHSI [TOCTOSTHHO CTy4aTh NECTUKOM. PyKa Hblja,
CMMHA C MIOSICHUTIEN MOTIpoCTy OoMenu, a Horu. .. Horu apoxanm,
BeJIb KOT He AaBaj paboTtarh cujs. BoT u mpuxoauaock MHe BCE
YTPO CTOSATH, Jiesiasi OMHO U TO ke MO KPyTy.

4 MeuTana yrnacte Ha MSATKUH IMBaH, C 3aKa3aHHOU MULIIEH, a
TO ¥ HE OJTHOM, U TIPOCTO OCMOTpeTh prtbM. JI1060it. XOTh ca-
MBIY napmMBbii, HO puibM. Ho Her, Henb3s B HaBb mpuHOCHTD
n300peTeHrsi cMepTHBIX. HUKak Henb3s, Belb MPUXOASIIIe KU-
TeJIM CKA30YHBIX KOPOJIEBCTB O HUX He BeAaloT. Henb3st BbIcTaB-
JIATH HAIlOKa3 To, YTO M300pesi B COBpeMeHHOM SIBH, nHa4e 0o-
T' Pa3rHEBAIOTCS U MEePEKPOIOT MyTh Tyaa aaxe fre.



Bot 1 ocraBanoce MHE MeuTaTh O BKYCHOCTSIX M ITPUBBIYHBIX
pa3BiedeHusix. Termeps y MeHs naxke TenedoHa He ObUIO, BEIb
OH He pa0oTaJl Ha EPenyThe MUPOB. DX, CKyKOTa HEONUCYyeMasl.

He ycnena g oKOHYareapHO BIIACTh B YHBIHME, KaK U3 €YU
MOBAJIUJI TYCTOM JIbIM. 3aKallIsBIINCh, sI OpOCUIach B UYEpHOE
00J1aK0, KOTOPOE TIBIXTS, BRIPHIBAIOCH M3-3a 3acOHKH. Ox, Oa-
TIOIIIKK, COBCEM TIPO Ka3zaH ¢ KapTomkoi 3a0bita. Koe-kak co-
BJIaJiaB C ropsiueil 3aCIOHKOW, 51 BbITAIWIA U3 [I€YU [PUTOPEB-
WA YKUH.

— Bor aypps Oamka, — MpOCTOHAT KOT, YBUIEB MTOYEPHEB-
e Ooka kazaHa. — Huuero noeputh Henb3s! Ara... Aryns,
IIPOCTU MEH$I-ypaKa, BEPHUCH!..

[Ton Borun baroHa, KOTOPBIY B OUEPETHOM pa3 Pelny ocTpa-
JaTh MO yexaBllei OalyIke, s MOCTaBIJIA TSOKENBIA Ka3aH Ha
CTOJI U, OTKPBIB KPBILIKY, IPUKHUHYJIA CTENEHb ropesioctu. Kap-
TOLIKA 3aMETHO MOIAaX1Baja, HAMEPTBO IIPUTOPEB K CTEHKAM Ka-
3aHa, HO KOe-4TO TaM BCE paBHO MOKHO ObUIO ChecTb. Jla, pu-
JETCA CMUPUTBLCSA C IIPUBKYCOM TOPENIOro KapTodesns, HO Beb
HE MepeaesIbiBaTh elIe U ykUH?! YV MeHs CHJI IOIPOCTY HE OCTa-
JIOCh, a €I1IE€ OTMBIBATh BCIO 3Ty KPACOTEHb CHAPYXKHU.

— Ilepecranb, batoH, — nornpocunia s, Korja BOIJIM KOTa Mo-
LIUIX 110 BTOPOMY Kpyry. — BC€ He Tak cTpailHo, Kak Thl TOBO-
PMIIIb.

— Jla rae tam! Thbl TONBKO [JIsIHB, Kakast oHa uépHasi! Kyia-a-
aTh HEYero-o-o OeJHOMY-y-y KOTy-y-y!

— boru, nouumre MHe TeprieHus, — MPOCTOHAJIA 51, 3aKPbIB



YILIK PyKaMH.

Boru MeHs He yCblilaiy, HO 3aTO 3aCTaBUJIM KOTA 3aMOTYATh.
['pomKuii cTYK B JBEph 000pBaj KpUK baloHa Ha BBICOKOM HOTE,
oTYero 51 o0JIer4yéHHO BbIIOXHYAa. OfHAKO paccnabuTbes MO-
HOCTBIO MHE HE JIaJIv, YeH-TO TSKEBIN KyJIaK MPOIoJIKal Tapa-
OaHUTD B JIBepb, OyATO HAMEPEBasICh €€ BIOUTD.

Mo Teny mpobOeskaiia JErkast BOJHA APOXKH, a PYKH HEJIOBKO
BIEMUJINCH B I00KY. fl 3Hasa, 4To paHO WM MO3JHO K «Ire» mo-
KAJYIOT TOCTH, HO HE PACCUMTHIBAJIA, YTO Tak ObicTpo. [Iporuio
BCETO Tapa JHeH, Kak MpUHsiIa Ha ceOst 00sI3aHHOCTH 6A0yIITKU
U MPOCTO HE YCIIiea MOPaJIbHO MOATOTOBUTHCS K IPUEMY CTPaK-
OYUIMX.

— dIra! fra, oTkpeIBaii! — Gacom 3aroBOPHII TOCTh, MTPOJIOJI-
Kasi CTy4daTh.

Kot BBIpa3UTEIbHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha MeHs, MPOAOIKAST HEMIO0-
BOJIBHO CONETh U MOIIAAbIBATh HA CTOPEBLIMH YKUH.

— Wny, uny, — KpuKHYyIa s, BRITUPasi 00 TKaHb IJ1aThsI BCTIO-
TEBILIUE JIAJOHH.

[lepen Tem Kak OTKPBITH IBEPb, 1 MEIJIEHHO B3I0XHYa. Jlaj-
HO, ObLIa He OblIa. PEIBKOM OTKPBIB IBEPH, 51 YCTaBUJIACh Ha 00-
ratbipsi. CaMoro HaTypajibHOTO, B OpOHE U C MEUYOM HarepeBec.
HKnyB, s MalMMHAJIBHO OTCTYIMJIA HA 11ar Ha3al. MeHs ke OKU-
HYJIA TIPUIUPUYUBBIM B3TJISIIOM, SIBHO OLIEHUBAs, U XMYPO CIIPO-
CUJIN:

— I'ne SAra? Crynaii npous, neBuIla, Ja Mo30Bu Ary.

Ton GoraTeipsi MHE He IOHPABUWJICS, ]a HACTOJIBKO, UTO S TIOJI-



OOYEHWIACh U MPUIILY PUIIACh.

— 9 — {Ira, gyero HamOOHO? — I'PO3HO CIIPOCHIIA 51

— DK, Kak 3107 — HEAOBEPUUBO MPOOACUIT TOCTb, 3arJIs/IbI-
Bas 32 MOE IUIEYO.

— A Tak, — OTBETWJIA U CJIOKWJIA PYKH Ha rpyau. — Tak ve-
ro Hazo, 6orateips? Hanmonts, HAKOPMUTH 2 B OAHBKY MYCTHUTH?
Anum coBeToM 1oMoub? Thl TOBOPH, HE CTECHAWCSA Ja CTyIay 1o
CBOUM JI€JIaM.

— Ilepo xap-nTuilbl HAIOOHO, MOACOOMINL? — pacTepsiB
CBOIO YBEPEHHOCTb, CITPOCHIT OOTaThIPh, TOYECAB 3aTHUIOK.



I'maBa 3. be3symuast njges n
BOpYaHHUe NMPHUBEP:KEHNA TPa Ui

— Oii, nmpsAMO-Taku HaJOOHO? — OCTOPOKHO YTOUHWIA S,
TOXkE MOYECHIBasi MAKYyIIKy W MbITAsCh BCIIOMHUTh, YTO 3a JIU-
BO-JIMBHOE OT MEHS XOTSIT.

— Be3 Hero mapp-0arionika MHe IapeBHY B Ke€HBI HE OTIACT,
— YIPIOMO OTBETHJI OOTaTHIPh, KJIA/ISI PYKY HA PYKOSITh MeJa. —
Tak yTo, {ra, roe uckarb MHe 1epo?

— Bcé ckaxy, — WKHYB, BhIIAINJA $I, UCITYTaBIIUCh OOJIb-
IIIOr0 OpPYXHsl B pyKax MyK4vHbI. [IIMpokuM kecTom OTBOpUB
JBepH, 5 MPHTJIANIAIIE YKa3aia B ceHn. — [Ipoxoau, oopwlit
MoJIOfiell, criepBa HaKOpMITio TeOs... Oif, TOYHO, KapToIIKa ke
cropena. ..

Mou mocejHue cIoBa OOraThipb, BUJUMO, HE YCIIBIIIAN, JIO-
MaHYBILUCh 32 JapMOBO#i eoi. U TyT-To ero u BcTpeTuit yép-
HBIM JIbIM, UCXOISIIIMN OT Ka3aHKA C KAPTOIIKOW. YCTAaBUBIIKCh
Ha 4E€pHBIE OOKa yTBapH, TOPIOIOIIEr0 KOTa BO3JIe HEE U TBIXTS-
IIYIO JBIMOM I1€4b, KaK MUK TonsaTuics. KoHuuk ero meua co
CKPEKEeTOM MPOIIENICS MO JOMIATOMY TIOJTy, OCTaBJIsAsT OOPO3Y.

— Th1, GoraThIph, KAPTOIIKY C KOPOUKOH JIIOOUIIL? — cTapa-
SIChb yIBIOATHCSI, BhIIANA $1, BRICKAKMBAs M3-32 CIIMHBI MY)KUMHBI.
— ThI caguch, cauCh, celyac Tapesiky ¢ JIOKKo qam. HeT B HoO-
rax npa.sJpl, CaJKUCh, KOMY FOBOPIO!



— dra, u-K, — TOMBITAJICSI OTKAa3aTbCsl OOraThipb, HO Ha-
TKHYJICSI HA COYYBCTBYIOIIMY B3] batona. — JlaBail, MOxeT,
N0-OBICTPOMY CKaXKelllb, I7Ie TIEPO W UCKATh, J1a TIOUY s TOIo0py
1o370poBYy ?

— ThI OT yromieHbs OTKa3blBaclibCsA? YBEPEH, 4TO MyTh-/0-
pora 1o cujaM OKakeTcsl M Mosi Onarogarh Tebe He HyKHa? —
cTaparesIbHO HaBelIMBas JIAMIILy Ha YIIW, s yKe CTaBUJIA Mepes
T'OCTEM TapeJIKy.

BoraTbIpb €/1Ba He IJ1aKal, KOrja s IeApo Hachlala emMy IoJ-
HYIO TapesKy MpuropeBinerd Kapromku. OmHako Oofblie cro-
PUTh HE CTaJl, TaK 4YTO 51 CMOIJIa PbIChI0 OPOCUTHCS K Oa0YIMHBIM
3arucsaM, TAe Yasia HauTh XOTb YTO-TO O MEPBILIKE.

Komnasicb B cyHJyKax, CKpbITBIX 32 IITOPOYKON B YITTy KOM-
HATBl, £ CJBIIIATA TUXUE TOCTYKUBAHUA JIOXKKOH O Tapesky. Ei,
royouuK, B OTJIMYKME OT MpUBepeyIMBoro kota. Hy a 4ro, yero
no6py nponaaath? SI Obl B JKM3HU HE CTajla €CTh 3Ty T'OPbKYIO
raJlocTh, J1a U KOT TOYHO Ja)Xe KyCOuKa B ITACTh HE BO3BMET. A
BBIKM/IBIBATh BECh KA3aH XaJlb, 1 JOJTO IMPOBO3WIACh ¢ Her. Hy
a CyeBepHbII OOraTelph BOH KaK HABOPAYMBAET, €Ba 32 YIIAMU
HE TpEeIuT.

«bnarogare! Hy HUYEro, yrojapku KejryaKy MoMoraior, U HU-
Yero, 4To TaM CIELMAIbHBIC HY/XKHBI. YBEpPEHA, €ro JKEJIyIOK
CIPaBUTCA U CTAHET JIlIb cuiibHee! CMOKeT BCE Ha CBETE epe-
BapUTh, 1aKe KAMHU. ..»

Wrak. Hanwia g 3anuck 0 neppAx Kap-HTULIBL, IIYCTh U HE C
nepBoi cTpaHuiibl. Hudyero ciokHoro B 3ToM He ObLIO, TaK 4To,



TIOTHpasi JIAJIOHH, s BEpHYJIAch B KyxHI0. Tapenka nepen OoraTbi-
pEM ormycTesia, HO caM OH BBITJISIIEN KaK 3ej1éHas xa0a. Ha kazan
Jake He CMOTpeJ, Kak ¥ Ha MeHs. B3y MykuuHbl ObUT NpU-
KOBaH K JIBEPU, 1, YTO-TO MHE MOJICKA3bIBAET, OH YK€ COTHIO pa3
MoXkaJell, 4To MOCTy4acs B HEe.

— Toen? Bot 1 cnaBHO! — MOBOJIBHO YIBIOHYJIACH 51 U CKO-
ManioBas1a: — banbky u coH xouews? Her? Hy u nagymku! To-
rJa ciayiiau, Kak nepo HauTH. . .

Pacckazaia s1 6oraTeIpio ¥ Ipo caj] ¢ MOJIOAVJIbHBIMH 10109~
KaMH, ¥ 32 30JI0TYIO TIIEHHUITy, KOTOPYIO Kap-TITHIA 000KaeT.
UYyTh JIM HE TTOJTHBIN TUIAH COCTABIJIA, KAK MOKHO IOOBICTpEe 3Ty
NTUYKY MOWMaTh M OIMIare. MyKHK cClyliaji, He nepeOuBas,
YCTPAIIEHHBIN MIEPCTIEKTUBOM OCTAThCs B M30YIIIKE Ha HOYb.

S moka emy Bc€ OOBSICHsIIA, camMa 3aropelsiach a3apTom. ITo
Be/b TaK yBiIeKarespHo! IlyTemmecTBoBaTh, UcciieioBaTh HApCTBa
CKa304HbIe, €LIE U CO BCAKUMMU cyllecTBamu Bcrpeuars! He To
9TO CHIETh B U30YIIIKE, 1a KHWKKW YUTATh CO CTYIIKOW Harepe-
BEC.

[MpoBonuB OGorateipsi, cena JTymMy IyMmarb. MBICIUTETbHBIA
npoliecc JieTeN, BhICTparBasi BCE€ Oonbiie uaei. 51 maxe 3amm-
ChIBaTh Hauyaja, HECMOTPSI HAa TO YTO J€Hb KJIOHWJICS K 3aKary.
JocTaBka. DTOMy MeCTy MpOCTO HEOOXOAMMA I0CTaBKa Maruyie-
ckux apredakroB! Byay nepBoOTKpbIBaTesieM, Tak CKa3arh, pa3
HeJIb3s1 HUYero u3 SIBu nmpoHOCUTh croAa. Yail, Maruio UCKaTh U
JOCTABJIATh 3aKa3uuKaM, pa3Be He OoroyrogHoe neno? Bor u s
AyMalo, 9TO MHE TOJBKO CTIacuO0 CKaXKyT. ..



— Her! Her! U em€ pa3 Her! — Bozonui batoH, Korma s
npecTaBuna eMy npeseHTtanuio CKa304HOi T0CTaBKM EXKu. -
A 3anpemaio!

— Ho nouemy? — Hbl1a 1, 15114 Ha KOTa [OJIHBIMU CJIE3 IJ1a-
3aMu. — DTO BeJlb FOPa3/Io JIydllle U yaoOHee, YeM BCeM J1aBaTh
COBETHI, U TPaBbl MOJIOTUTB !

— He 6wiBaTh 3TOMY! — phlyas batoH, pacrmymuB XBOCT U
ycbl. — SIra gomkHa cuzieTh B U30YIIKEe W HACTABISTh HA MyTb
WCTUHHBIN mpuieamux! A He CKakarh IO JiecaM CKa30YHbIX
APCTB-TOCYAAPCTB, BHIICKUBAS YyXUe CyabObI!

— Ho Besib uMeHHO U3-32a 3TOro 6adyIKa coexana! — BbITa-
JIJIa f1, ThIKas B KOTA NaJbLEeM. S He MOHMMaJia ero yIpsiMCTBa,
BO MHE Iopesia kKaxJa 4ero-to HOBOro, pa3 s 3acTpsijla B 3TOM
Mecte. — OHa He MOIJIa MyTelIeCTBOBaTh, HE MOIJIA OTIbIXATh,
HE BUjeJia MUPOB!

— He cmeit npuruierats fAry, HecCHOcHas 1eBYOHKa! — pac-
Najauics enie myuie npexxHero batoH, BCkakuas Ha cTos1. — Tl
— He oHa! Ho momkHa cTaTh Takoi e, pa3 TBOsI CypOa CBsI3aHa
¢ Mexaymupbem! OCTaBb CBOM IJTyIIbIE UJIEW, TPUHECEHHBIE U3
JPyroro BpeMeHH, ¥ 3alMUCh YeM-To 1osie3HbIM ! [Toxkpath mpu-
TOTOBb, HA XY/IOM KOHEll, pa3 KapTOIIKYy UCHoraHuia!

— Ax tak! AX Ttak! — 4 3agpIXanach OT BO3MYILEHUS, €1Ba
He 1uiaya. — Cam rotoBb! Y MeHs1 yronbHas aueral

C Tpynom crepxkuBas CIE3bl, 1 OTIMXHYJIA BO3MYIIAIOIIETO-
cs1 KOTa ¥ MOIOIBUHYJIA K ce0e MmovyepHeBIIHiA Ka3aH. baioH npo-
JOJDKaJT CBOIO JIEKIIMIO KacaTesIbHO OOKECTBEHHOTO IMpeIHa3Ha-



YeHUsl, BJIUSIHUS UCTIBITAHWI HA MyTU K CyIb0e U BCAKOMY MPO-
yemy. {1 ke 3710 3anuxuBana B cedst MPUTOPEBIIYIO, XPYCTSIIYIO
Ha 3y0ax, kapromky. ['opeus Bo pTy 3aTmeBaia Ty Oypio, 4to Oy-
1ieBaja B IPyau U TSKKMM KaMHEM OTAToIIaja Iymy.

«Tol He dra... Tei He dAra... Ho noiokHa crath Takon xke!» — §1
IIPOKPYYMBaJa CJI0Ba KOTA, KaK 3aeBIIYIO INIAaCTUHKY. HaBepHoe,
OH OBUI MPaB, HO s He COOMPAIACh MUPHUTHCS C STUM. DTO B JIET-
CTBe 51 MeuTaJsla CTaTh TAaKOM ke, Kak Oalymika. Ho ceiiuac, y3HaB
JpYyroil MUp, sl He cOOMpaach CJIero ClIeIoBaTh STOMY MyTH.

MoXeT, IMEHHO JJIs1 3TOTO 51 TAK CHWJIBHO 3aXOTeJa 3aHATbCS
Cka3o4Hol 1ocTaBKoi? YTOOBI, yTEIIECTBYs 32 YY)KUMU CY/Ib-
6aMu, HAaKOHEII-TO OTBICKAaTh CBOI0 COOCTBeHHYI0? OIHAKO KOT
Jake CIyIIaTh He XO4eT, He COOMpaeTcsl OTCTYMaTh OT Mpe/Ha-
YEPTaHHOTO U NPUBBIYHOIO. Kak 3akocTeHens crapen, baion e
coOMpaJICsl HUYEro MEHSTh.

[TneBats. Beé paBHO Oyaet, mo-moemy! [la Oyner xuth «Cka-
304Has JOCTaBKa FXKKM», 4TO IOCTABUT BCE M BCSA [T CTPAKTy-
IIMX. 3aBTpa K€ HAYHY OpPraHU3alio, YBEPEHa, KOT CO BpeMe-
HEeM CMHPHTCS U Jake TONMET, uyTo ObUT He TipaB. Benp sydine
Ha Jiesie TIoKa3arh, 4YeM CTO pa3 00bsCHATh. OH Be/ib MYyKUMHA,
a 3HAUUT, YIPSAM Kak... IPAKOH.



I'naBa 4. Boaunk, BoJI4nK, He 00J1€H.
Thl KOHTPAKT MOANUINU CKOpen!

YTpo KpacHoe, yTpo SICHOE, UTO K Thl MPUXOAUIIL TaK BHE-
3artHO. ConHIe sipkoe OMJIO B OKOIIIKO, CKOJIb35l JJACKOBOIO PY-
KOI0 110 Moemy Jsuity. [Tog 60koM THXO MocanbIBall KOT, TaK U He
MPOCTUBILIMI MEHs 3a BuepaiHuil criop. OHaKo, MIsIUlIb, BCE
PaBHO MPHUILET IPETh MEHsI HOYbIO, HE OCTABIJI CUPOTUHYIIIKON
Ha KpOBaTHu.

O6uma BO MHe MpoOjoJIKajia TOpPeTh, TAK UTO 51 HE COBCEM
OCTOPO’KHO CeJia U CITy4yaitHo cOpocuia Kota Ha rmoj1. Ciaako rmo-
TATUBASCH, S KpaeM I1a3a HaOmoiana 3a OpansmmmMcs baioHom,
KOTOPBIN TeTlepb, HAXOXJIMBIIIKUCH, HEPBHO AEPrajl yIlIaMu U XBO-
CTOM BO3JIe MIOCTEJU. YIIBIOHYBILUCH, s BCKOUMJIa HA HOTY U MO~
XBaTWJIa MOXHATYIO TYIIKY, TpUxuMasi K rpyau. Kot ynpsiMo ot-
MUXKBAJI MEHs JialaMHu, 3710 CBEepKas IJ1a3aMHu-MajaXxuTaMu, J1a
KOT'TeH He BBITYCKaJ.

— BesbMa o1, Ekka, — GypKHYI KOT, (pbIpKast MHE HOJ HOC.
— Cawmas HacTosasi, BpeJHasi 1a MPOTHUBHAS.

— 3HaAuUT 3aBTPAKaTh ThI HE OyjIelIb? — HEBUHHO YTOYHUIIA
51, CTapaTeyIbHO JEMOHCTPUPYS YJIBIOKY.

[TycTh MBI ¥ OB3AOPHWIIH, HO 51 HE yMeJa JA0IT0 OOUIY KOIHUTb.
Jla u Buepa Mbl 00a MeperHyau, uyTo YK rpexa Tautb. OmHaKO
OT WU CBOEH s OTCTYyINaTh He coOMpasiach, HAOOOPOT, TIOCTIaB



C MBICJIBIO O JIOCTAaBKE JIMIIIb CHUJIbHEE 3aXOTesa BOIJIOTUTH €€ B
*U3Hb. HUKTO BeJib HE rapaHTUPYET, UTO JEJI0 MPUKUBETCH, Aa
Y MHE MTOHPABUTCS.

3T0 K Ha CJI0BaxX MOKa TOJbKO, a B Aeste... KTo 3HaeT, kKakum
OOKOM BBITJIET MHe 3atesi. JIaqHO, HE CTOUT JayMaTh C PaHHETO
yTpa O TAKMX CIIOKHBIX Bellax. Bo pTy MakoBO# KpoIKy He Obl-
JI0, a 1 TYT YK€ BeJIMKHe IU1aHbl cTpoio. Henopsinok.

VYMBIBIIUCH CTYAEHOW BOIUIIEH, NEPEOJEB COPOUKY Ha Kpac-
HBIW capadaH, 51 MoaBsA3aJia BOJIOCH KOCBIHKOM. [lepBbIM feiom
NpoBe/ajia KypoueK, pacchiasi UM CBEXETO 3epHa, U coOpasa jie-
CATOK KPYITHBIX sIMYEK. XOPOIIX HECYIIIKH, XOTh U XUBYT 37€Ch
NoyYTH Kak qukue. Koza MaHbka HUKOr1a MeHs1 He Jio0ua, a yx
noclie oTbe3aa 6abyniku Tak u nogasHo. Hy He ymelo s Ko3 J10-
UTh, YTO X C/IENIaTh, HO OUTH-TO HE 00S3aTeIbHO!

[Tony4uB OT CTPONTUBOM KO3BI 1IEJIbIA KYBIIIMH MOJIOKA, $ MO-
crienmia yoparbscs noaasbiie. JIoO HbUI, HA HEM €XKeCeKyHIHO
BCcE OOoJIbIlie pOCciia OPOMHAS IIUINKA OT yrapa 0e3porou royo-
BOoM Manbku. [IprmkrmMas OTHOM PyKOM KyBILIMH K I'PYyAH, S BTO-
poil MoTEpna yHIMOIEHHYIO FOJIOBY.
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