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AHHOTaAMSA

Crapble CKa3Ku, KOTOpbIMH OalyIlKa Iyraja B IETCTBE, OKa3aJIiCh
BOBCE HE BBIIYMKOH. B riryOuHe 3a0bIThIX JepeBeHb U HEMPOXOIUMBIX
JIECOB BCE €lIE KUBYT TE, O KOM JIABHO MPEATIOYUTAIOT HE BCIOMUHATD:
3aTauBIINECA B KaMbIIIaX MaBKWH, CBOCHpaBHbIe JICIIINE U HEYUCTD,
Kaxaymas Joackux ayil. Korna rpaHs Mexay OBITOM U JpEBHUMU
CYEBEPUSIMH PYILIUTCS, TEPOU CTOTKHYTCS JIUIIOM K JIUILY CO CTpaxaMu
u3 coOcTBeHHOro mponuioro. CMOryT M OHM BBUKUTH TaMm, TJIE
JpeBHUE NPUIAHUS OOPETAIOT IJIOTh U KakIyT KPOBHU?
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IIpoJaor

Hac Bcex B ieTCTBe yumiiv MPOCTHIM MTPAaBUJIaM: He CBUCTH B
JIOMe — TIPOKJISTHEIIb Oe/Ty; He CMOTPHIChH B TPECHYBITIEe CTEKJIO;
HE XOIIM B OIMHOYKY K HOYHOMW peKe U He 3a0bIBail CTaBUTh Ha
CTOJI yTOIIeHUe ISl TOrO, KTO KUBET IMOJ] TI0JI0M. MBI BBIPOCIIH,
MIOCMEUBAsICh HAJl CTAPHIMU CYEBEPUSIMH, W ObLITH CBSITO yBepe-
HBI: BCE 9TO — JIHIIh OAOYIIKUHBI OAlKU, YTOOBI YJIOXKUTh HAC
cnath nopassbine. Ho 4ro, eciiu 3TM Galikyi MUCATUCh KPOBBIO?
[Toka BBl TILETE yTpeHHUI KOode, cTpouTe IJIaHBI Ha Oymyliee,
OHU HUKYJA He ucuye3aioT. OHM OCTalOTCSI COBCEM PSIIOM: B Te-
HU 3a mKapoM, B IIOPOXe HOYHBIX BETBEH 32 OKHOM, B TYMaH-
HOW HU3WHE Ha Kpaio Joporu. Bel BeJib ¥ caMy YyBCTBOBAJIU 3TO,
npaBaa? ToT camblil ClTydaliHBIN XOJIOOK Mk 1y JionaTok. Ensa
3aMETHBIN CUJTY3T, CKOJIb3HYBIIHMIA KPAeM IJ1a3a B MyCTOM KOPH-
nope. IlpuctanbHblii, TSKETBIA B3I B TEMHOTE, OT KOTOPOTO
riepexBaTbiBaeT JIbIXxaHue. DTa UCTOPHS YTSIHET Bac Tyaa, OTKyIa
HET JIETKOTO MyTH Ha3aJl, — B CaMbIil TIyXOH CyMpakK JpEeBHErO
Jieca.



Cagurech moygoOHee W TOMHHTE: 3TU CTPAHUIBI — HE BbI-
JYyMKa. 9TO MUP, OT KOTOPOTO Mbl 3aKPbUIY JIa3a, HO KOTOPBIA
HUKOT/a He 3aKpbIBaJI X HA HAC.



I'naBa nepBas

BocnoMmuHanue

HabuTslii 10 0TKa3a PIOK3aK HUKAK HE XOTeJN 3aKpbIBaThes. 51
CO B3JJOXOM IIpHCeJIa Ha HETO CBEPXY, C CUJION MOTSAHYJIa MOJTHHIO
Y Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMepiia, CAyBasi Co JIOa BBIOUBIIYIOCS TIPSIIKY.
W3 xopuiopa OOHOCWIICS TMPUBBIYHBIN YTPEHHUN IIIyM: OTLOB-
CKUM KallleJlb, 3BSIKAHb€ JIOKKU O YaIIKy U TOPOILUIMBBIE IIATH
MaMmBbl.

— Tacp, Hy Tl CKOpPO TaM? — MaMa 3arjisiHy/la B KOMHaTy,
Ha XOAy MOIpaBJisisi MPUYECKY U KPUTUUYECKH OCMATpUBasi Topy
Belllell Ha KpoBaTH. — ABTOOYC 4yepe3 COpok MUHYT. Ortelr yxe
HEPBHUYAET, YTO B IPOOKH BCTAHEM.

— Hauny s, uny, — NPOKpsIXTena si, BCE-TaKu MOOEeJUB MOJI-
HUIO Ha PIOK3aKe.

— Mawm, a noyemy ey MMEHHO Celdac, 3a CTOJIbKO BPEMEHH ?
Tam ke aepeBeHcKas Iyllb, 1aXKe CBA3M TOJIKOM HET.

Mama MSrko yiblOHY/Iach, HEMHOTO 3aMEIIKaBIINCh, OJ0-
1u1a OJMKe U TeTUIo OOHsIIa MEHsI 32 TUICYH:

— Tebe momne3Ho pa3rpy3uThb ronopy nepen yuéooi. CBexuit
BO3/IyX, MAapHOE MOJIOKO, peuKa U TBOU Jpy3bs. K Tomy xe Oa-
OyIIIKa y’Ke Bce YIIU MPOXYKKaja, Kak OHa 1o Tede ckyvaeT. Eit
OIHOM B OOJIBIIIOM JJOME TOXeE TSKEJI0, TOMOJKEIITh TI0 XO3SIICTBY,



sirozibl coOepére. [la u B 11e710M 0OCTaHOBKY CMEHHUIIIb.

W3 npuxoxen TOHECCA TPOMKHUM T'0JI0C OTLA:

— JleBoukH, BBl TaM JI0 Beuepa cobuparbcs Oyaere?! Ecmu
OI103]]a€M Ha PEMCOBBIM, MPUIETCA 10 PaiOHA HA MOIyTKaX J0-
ouparbcs!

— Wpéwm, Iam! — oro3Basiach Mama U, MOBEPHYBLIUCH KO
MHE, CKa3aJa:

— JHlaBaii, nmogxsarbiBail CyMKY. OTIOXHEIIb OT TOPOJCKOU
cyeTsl. Be€ myuliie, yeM BCE JIETO B YETBIPEX CTEHAX Y KOMIIBIO-
Tepa CUJIETb.

4 em€ pa3 okMHysa B3MJISJOM CBOIO CBETIIYIO, YIOTHYIO KOM-
HaTy Y MOIIa 32 MaMOW B KOpUI0p. MHe Ka3aioch, MEHS KIyT
camble OOBIKHOBEHHbIE, HEMHOTO CKYYHbIE KaHUKYJIbI B TTyOHH-
K€ — C YaeM Ha BepaHje, MOXOAaMH 3a rpudaMy M YIOTHBIMH
BeuyepaMu. OCTOPOKHO 3aKpbljia IBEPh KOMHATHI U MOIILIA BCIIE]
3a pOAMTENISIMU, AOCOTIOTHO HE MOI03PEBast, YTO 3TH «CKYyUHBIE»
KAHUKYJIbl Ha IPUPOJIE NEPEBEPHYT BCIO MOIO KU3Hb.

Korga mbl toexanu 10 aBTOBOK3aJ1a, Ha MEPPOHE CTOsUT MpU-
BBIYHBII IIIyM: [IIUTIEHUE TOPMO30B, OOBSIBICHUS] U3 TPOMKOTO-
BOPUTEJIEN U TOPOILIMBBIM CTYK KOJIECUKOB OT yemopaHoB. CTa-
PhIli CHHMIA aBTOOYC JI0 IEPEBHU YKe ypUal MOTOPOM, TTyCKasi U3
BBIXJIOITHOM TPYOBI CH3bIA IBIM.

— Tak, ploK3aK BOOHTENb yOpas B OarakHUK, AKET C TOCTHH-
HamMu y Te0si B pykax, — CYeTJIMBO MOBTOpPsiJIa Mama, B COTbIA
pa3 npoBepss, BCE JM OHU ywir. OHa Nonpasuiia MHE KaIlfoIOH
TOJICTOBKM U JIACKOBO CiKaJla JIa/IOHU:



— babymike nepepaait, 4ToObl HE Teperpyxaia ce0s Ha Oro-
poxne!

— Mawm, Hy o ke He Ha Kpail CBeTa ye3Kai, — C YJIbIOKOM OT-
BETHJIA 1, XOTS B TPy HEOKUIAHHO 3aCKpebiach JIErkasi TOCKa.

Orenr mopomén OMMKe, KPenko OOHsUI MEHS 3a IUIeYd U
B3bEPOIINIT BOJIOCHL:

— JlaBaid, g0o4YKa, HAOUPAKCS CUJI, JBIIIU CBEXUM BO3YXOM
Y HE CKyuvap.

Boautenb rpoMKO XJIONHYJI IBEPBIO U OOBSBUI MOCAJIKY.

— Hy Bcé€, MHe mopa, — 10 ouepenu OOHsIA POOUTENEH,
OIIyIIas TETJIO UX PyK.

— 3BOHM, KaK TOJIBKO J00epElIbecsi! — KpUKHYJIa Mama, KO-
ra s yKe MOIHUMAJIACh 110 BHICOKUM CTYIIEHSIM B CaJIOH.

S mporuia K CBOeMy MECTY y OKHa, Maxasi POAUTENSIM CKBO3b
HEMHOTO TMbLJIbHOE CTeKJI0. ABTOOYC MeJIEHHO IPOTHYJI U TIJ1aB-
HO TPOHYJICSI C MECTa, OCTaBJIsAS 1033y IIYMHBIN FOpPOJ, CYeTy
Y TIPUBBIYHYIO KU3Hb. [IprkaB MmogdOpOIOK K JIaJIOHHM, S cTasa
Pa3mISABIBATE YIUIBIBAIOIINIA TIEPPOH.

[loe3aka 1nmiack MOYTH YEThIpe Yaca. A MOcCsie pericOBbIN aB-
TOOYC OCTaBWJI MEHS Ha MbLJIBHOM 000YMHE U yexal. S mpoIiiach
T10 3HAKOMOM YJIHIIE, TSHS 32 COOOM TSIKETBIN PIOK3aK, U OCTaHO-
BIJIACh Y CTAPEHBKOTO TIOKOCHBIIIET0Cs TOIyO0ro 3adopa.

[Monoas K Kpbulblly, HA MTHOBEHUE 3amepia. M3-3a aBepu
MaxJIo CymEHBIM YaOperiom, CBEKUM XJIeOOM U CTapOu JIPEBECH-
HOW — TeMHM CaMbIMH 3ariaxaMM 13 ITyOOKOro neTcTra. 51 Hepe-
HIUTETHHO TOCTYyYasia B CIAOEHBKYIO JIEPEBSIHHYIO TBEPb.



3a IBephIO MOCIBIIIATIACH CYeTa, 3a3BEHEN N KJIIOUH, M CTBOPKA
CO CKPUIIOM OTBOPUJIACh.

— Bayuenbka Mosi! — axHyna 6alyIika u cpasy ke ropsiio,
KPENKO 3aKJII0YMIa MEeHsI B OObSITHUS.

— A BOT ¥ s1! — y7bIOHYACh $1, ¢ OOJIErYeHneM YTKHYBIIIUCh
HOCOM B €€ TEIUTYIO IIajih U TPOJ0JIKast OOHUMATh €€ B OTBET.

Korpna st 4yTh OTCTpaHUIIACh U CTaJIa pa3IJIsAbIBaTh OA0YIITKHU-
HO JIMIIO, Cep/lle TUXO Ckajoch. Kak CHIIBHO OHa M3MEHWJIACh
3a TO BpeMsl, 4TO Mbl He BHJeIuCh. baGyiiky Bepy s He Buzena
yKe HECKOJTBKO JIeT: MayTHHKA TITyOOKUX MOPIIIMHOK BOKPYT TJ1a3
cTaja rylie, celdHa MOJHOCThIO MOKpPbLIa BOJIOCH, a camMa OHa
Ka3zajgach YyTh MEHbIIIE U XpyIye, YeM B MOMX JAETCKHX BOCIIO-
MuHaHUsX. Ho e€ B3MIsig ocTaBasicsi BCE TAKUM K€ MCKPEHHUM
Y POIHBIM.

— Hy 4ero crouib Ha nopore? 3axoau, 3aXoau cKkopemn! —
CTajia HaCTBIPHO 3BaTh MeHs Oalyrika Bepa, monxsarbiBasi Moii
PIOK3aK U TIpUIJIAIiasi B JIOM.

— C ngoporu HeOOCh ycTasa, BeCh yTh B TOM aBToOyCe!

[MepectynuB mopor, TsokEnast IBephb 3a MOEH CIIMHOW 3aKPbl-
Jack. § MeJIeHHO ocMOTpeiach Mo cropoHaM. B jome Beg ocra-
BAJIOCh TOYHO TaKUM ke, KAKUM s TIOMHIJIA €T0 MaJIeHbKOW Jie-
BOUKO, TOJILKO BpEMEHHU BOKPYT Oy/ATO cTajio Oosbinie. B rieHTpe
KyXHHU BO3BBIIIAJIACh O'POMHAsI, BHIOCJICHHAsT U3BECThIO PyccKast
nieub. M3 e€ riyOrHBI TSHYJIO CyXUM, IPUSITHBIM KapoM, a Ha 1y-
T'YHHOU TUIUTE THUXO MOOJECKUBAJI CTAPBIH ITy3aThlil YalHUK, OT-
XO[s1 MeJIKMM mapoM. Ha okHax Bucenm OeJIOCHEekKHbIE KPYKeB-



HbIe 3aHABECKU. A Ha IOJy Y30paMH TSHYJIUCh Pa3HOIBETHBIC
NIOJIOBUKH. B yIiy 1o MKOHOM THXO THKAJIM CTApPUHHBIE XOIU-
KU C TSDKETBIM TUPEBBIM MAsITHUKOM, HaMepsisl HECTICIITHBIN Jie-
peBeHCKUi puT™M. B BO3yXe BUTAJ TYCTOM, AYIIEBHBIN apoMar:
CMech TOIUIEHOTO MOJIOKa, U NeuHou rapu. Ha maccuBHOM j1y00-
BOM CTOJIE YK€ CTOsIJIa ITyOOKasi MUCKA C €IIE TOPSTIMMHU MAPOK-
KaMH, HAKPHITasI JIbHSHBIM TIOJIOTEHIIEM.

— Hy BOT 1 foMa, — THUXO MpoienTaia mpo cedsl, YyBCTBYA,
KaK TOpOJICKasi CyeTa OKOHYATEJIbHO PACTBOPSIETCS B TOM HETO-
POTLIMBOM, ITyOOKOM MoKoe. baOyIiika BOBCIO XJI0MoTana psaoM
CO MHOW, CTapasich BO BCEM yTOIUTb.

— Tlpoxomu, Tacenbka, pa3yBaiicsi! — cyeTniach 6adyIKa
Bepa, 3a0upast 13 MOUX PyK PIOK3aK M aKKypaTHO MPUCTABJIsIs
€ro K JIaBKe.

— C J10poru-TO OTAOXHYTh HAO. 51 BOT TOJNBKO-TOJNBKO MH-
pOrOB ¢ OPYCHHMKOM HarlekJia, YaiHUK 3aBapuJia.

Sl mpora k cTosy, MpoBesia NajbliaMy O TJIaJKOM, OTIONH-
POBAaHHON TOIaMU JIEPEBSHHOM CTOJIEIIHULIE U OIYCTHJIACH HA
pe3Hylo TaOypeTky. B mome ObUIO Tak THXO, YTO CIBIIIAIOCH
JIMITb IOTPECKUBAHKME OCTHIBAIOIIMX YIJIeH B TIEYH Ja MEPHOE TH-
KaHbe YacoB.

— Jlepxu, mwiass, — 0alyIKa MOCTaBWIA MEpPeao MHOU
OOMNBIIYI0 TIMHSHYIO KPYXKY, OT KOTOPOW MOAHUMAJICS Tap C
apoMaToM JIyIIHITB U MSITHI, ¥ TIOJIOJIBUHYJIA MUCKY C MIUPOXKKA-
MH.

— Cnacu60, 6a, — yJabIOHYJIACH $1, C YIOBOJILCTBUEM BIIbIXasT



3HAKOMBIH C JETCTBA 3aMax, JeJias IJ0TOK.

— ¥V Bac TyT Bpems Oy/ITO COBCEM OCTaHOBUJIOCH. Be€ To ke
camoe, KaK U IATh JIeT Ha3al.

— OHo ¥ K Jiyuiniemy, TaceHbka, — TUXO OTBeTUIIa OalyIIIKa,
CaJIsICh HAIIPOTUB M MOAIMpas MEKY JIagoHpo. OHa cMOTpesa Ha
MEeHSI ¢ TaKOoW OECKOHEYHOU TeIIOTOH, HO TJe-TO B TIIyOunHe eé
I71a3 POMEJIbKHYJIA €/1BA YJIOBUMasi, HEMIOHATHAsA MHE TPYCTb.

— B nariem kpaio nepemMeH»bl peliko K 100py MPUBOJIAT. . .

S oTkycuna Kpaii el ropsyero NMpoxkKa v 3alyMurBO I0-
CMOTpeJIa B OKHO.

— bBabynb, cacu6o! Bc€ oueHb BKYCHO, — s BBITEpia IyObl
cayipeTKoM U, MOJIHMMASCh M3-3a CTOJIA, HA X0y MOAXBaTWIIA C
JIABKU JIKUHCOBYIO KYPTKY.

— Toiny k pedsiTaM CXOKY, IPOTryJstiock! MoxkeT, XOTh OHU
TYT U3MEHWIKCH 32 3T TOJIbl, — C YCMEIIIKOM OTBETUJIA U BbIIILIA
Ha KPbUIBLIO.

[lepen rnazamu OTKpbUIACH 3HAKOMasi KapTuHa. Bo 1Bope Be-
CeJIo urpaim pedsiTa, a ux 3BOHKHIA CMeX pa3HOCHIICS TIO BCEH Jie-
pEBHE, HAaMOJTHSAs yauLly 0e33a00THOCThI0. Cepylie MPUSATHO CKa-
JIOCh OT Aoirou pa3nyku. [lepBeim, koro s y3Hana, 6but Toms. 3a
STU TOIBI OH MPEBPATUJICSI B HACTOSIIIIETO OOTaTHIPS: BHICOUECH-
HBIH, TJICYUCTHIN, C IMUPOKON JOOPOAYITHON yinbiOKou. Ha HéM
ObLJ1a CJIeTKa pacTsiHyTas pyOalllka B KJIETKY C 3aCyYeHHBIMU PY-
KaBaMH, a U3-TI0/] TYCTON TEMHOM YEKU CMOTPEJH TEIJIbIE, CMe-
ommecs: kapue rmasa. Ot Tonu Becerga BesI0o HaJAEKHOCTBIO U
CIIOKOWCTBUEM — ITAKUI JIEPEBEHCKUI JOOPSK, TOTOBHIA B JIIO-



00l MOMEHT TOJICTABUTh KPETKoe Tuiedo. PsaaoM ¢ HUM Ha Tie-
punax 6ecenku 6anarypuin Mura. [ToHast IpOTUBOIOIOKXHOCTD
Tone — Xyzioi, I0pKHii, CIOBHO HAaTsAHYyTas cTpyHa. Ero cyemm-
Bbl€ JIBVKEHUSI M CBETJIbIE BUXPHI BbIJABAJIM B HEM HemNoceny U
[JIABHOTO MECTHOTO 3aBOAWIY. B pykax y Hero, Kak u MsThb JieT
Ha3aJ, OblIa cTapas TMUTapa, a Ha JIMIIE Urpaja XuTpas, qep3Kas
yxmbuika. [Toxoxe, ¢ BO3pacToMm ero TsAra K aBaHTIOpam M IpoKa-
3aM HUKY/Ja He ucuesnia. YyTh OTIANIEHHO, HA CKaMelKe, O YEM-
TO HIENTAJIMCH IeBUOHKH. [laiiia — caepkaHHast, C JJTMHHOU TEM-
HOU KOCOM HMKE TO05ACa, AKKYPAaTHO YJIOKEHHOU yepe3 mieqo. B
e€ BHUMATEIbHOM B3IJISI[IE CEPO-3€JIEHBIX IIa3 YUTANACh HEJleT-
CKasi MyJIpOCTb U paccyautenbHocTh. OHa Becerja Obliia rojiocoM
pa3yMa B Halllell KOMIIAHUH, U CENYaC €€ aKKYpaTHbIN, ONPATHBINA
00pa3 I TOMYEPKUBATI STY B3POCIYIO CepbE3HOCTh. U, Hako-
Hell, Maia — sipkasi, CJIOBHO BCITBIIIIKA, XOXOTYIIIKA C POCCHITIBIO
30JIOTUCTBIX BECHYIIEK 10 BCEMY HOCY U IiekaM. E€ pbikeBaTbie
Ky/APSIIKA XaOTHYHO BRIOMBAJIMCH U3 HEOPEIKHOTO ITyUKa, a caMa
OHa He MOTJIa MPOCU/IETh CIIOKOMHO U CEKYH/IbI, AKTUBHO KECTH-
KYJIMPYsl TOHEHbKUMU PyKaMH U TOHKO CMESICh HaJl OYepeTHbIMU
Oaitkamu Tomm.

— D1, Hapoll! — KPUKHYJIA s1, YCKOPsIs IMIar.

— Taceka! Tacbka npuexana! — HanepeOOl 3aKpUYAIN pe-
OsTa.

K HUM HaBcTpedy jieTena Tak, YTO TOJBKO MATKU CBEPKAIH.
MBsI cKalmich B OJHOM OOIIEM KPEIKOM OOBSITUU U CTOSTM TaK
napy MUHYT, HUKaK He CIIOCOOHBIE OTITYCTUTh JIPYT JIPYyTa.



— Ipusert, pedsTa! — pasioCTHO cKa3aJa s, eIe He MepeBe/ist
IbIXaHHe Tociie Oera.

— Hy uro, ropoxckas, a Kak Moxopollena-To, Kak U3MEHU-
Jack! — uckpeHHe Bocxutuics Tons.

JIeBYOHKY YJIBIOATIHCH, C JTIOOOIMBITCTBOM pacCMaTpUBasi MOIO
CTWJIBHYIO TOPOJICKYIO OEXKTY.

— [la g1 cMOTpI0, BBl TOXE BpeMeHU He Tepsiu! ITapHu-To kak
BO3MY’KaJld, a IEBYOHKU — IMTPOCTO KPacaBUIIbl!

Maiiika 1o crapoii pUBbIYKE B3bEPOILNIA MHE YENKY.

— 91, Hy Tol Yyero! IIpuyécky xe ucrnopTuis !

— O, na nagHo Tede, npuBbiKai! Thl Teneppb Ha LENBIX TPU
Mecsla IepeBeHcKast !

— Hy kak Tam ropon? — ¢ uHTepecoM cripocus Muia.

— JXusér, BpemeHu He TepseT. Bee Kyna-To cniemar, Bc€ Bpe-
Ms KyJa-TO TOponsATcs. 51 BOT KONy Ha OTIMYHO 3aKOHYMJIA.

— Hy 751 Beera 3yOpuiioii Obl1a, — ycMexHynach Jlarma.

— A BBI-TO Kak? — crpocuia si, OKUHYB pPeOsIT B3IJISIIOM.
— CmoTpI0, 3€Ch HUYETO HE IOMEHSIOCh. Te e TPOIIbl, Te Ke
JIO/IN.

PebsiTa nepernsHy/IMch 1 HEMHOTO 3aMSUIUCh.

— Hy ma... — HepBHO yabsIOHYIach Marna.

Ha HEeCcKONbKO CeKyHJ NOBUCIIA HEJIOBKasA TUIIWHA. MBI CHO-
Ba 3arOBOPUJIM BCe pa3oM, epeduBasi Jpyr Apyra, CMesich U Mbl-
TasiCh pacckaszarh 000 BCEM, YTO MPOU3OIILIO 3a TU rojapl. Ka-
3aJI0Ch, BpEMEHH U CJIOB HaM He XBaTUT, YTOObI HABEPCTaTh BCE
ymymenHoe. Ho Tyt Hac nepe6wt rosioc 6a0ymiku:



— Tacsa, nomorn!

— Pebsr, mue Hago nomoin 3abexarts. [lepeogeHych XOTb BO
4TO-TO OOJIee momxosiee, — C YCMEIIKOi ckazana 1. — Jla-
BaiiTe BCTPETUMCS Ha HallleM CTapoOM MecTe B CeMb?

Pebsita ApyXHO KUBHYJIM W pBaHYJIH Brepén. Tem BpeMeHeM
s HECTIeNTHO modpesia oOpaTHO K jioMy. Bo3myx ObLT mponuTan
CNIaJJKUM apOMaToOM CBEXECKOIIeHHOW TpaBhl. [7ie-To Brasieke
CIIBIINIAIUCH KyJaXTaHbe Kyp, (pbIpKaHbe JIOMIAIeH 1 Jlail coOak.
A Ha ayIiie CTAaHOBUJIOCH YIMBUTEIBHO 06€33200THO U CIIOKOMHO.
Kak ke xaJib, 4TO HaM KOrJa-To MpUIILIOCh OTCIoa yexarb. Po-
JWTENIM TaK U HE JaJId MHE BHATHOTO OTBETA, JIUIIb OTMAaXHY-
JIMCh: MOJI, IepeBEHCKast ’KU3Hb — 3TO He Harle. Ho s1-To oTiny-
HO TMIOMHUJIA TOT JieHb. MBI ye3:KaJli Tak, Oy/ATO 32 HAMH THAJIACh
HEBUMIMasl TIOTOHS: B CIIEIIKe Opocasid Beld B CyMKH, Ha XO-
1y TTOKYIaJIM TIEpBbIC TOMaBIIMecs OmieTsl. [Jise MEHs 3TO Tak
Y OCTaJIOCh HEpa3raJaHHOW TalHOM: UTO e 3aCTaBUJIO Hac cOe-
xatb Toraa? OT MOMX MBICIIEN MeHs repeOuI rojioc 6a0yIKu:

— Hy uto, BHy4Ya, omisijiesia OKpPeCTHOCTU? — TEIUIO YIIbIO-
HyJach OadyIIKa.

— Jla! Bce takoe poanoe. [Ipsim kak B JeTcTBe.

— 3T0 TOYHO, — B3/I0XHYJIa OHA. — JlepeBHIO HUKAKOM, aKe
CaMbIil KPaCUBBIY TOPOJ] HE 3aMEHUT.

— Kcratm, o nepeBHe, 6a0yib, MoKa  IIJ1a, BCE JyMala. ..
A mouemy B TOT JieHb, KOTJIa Mbl ye3:XKall OTCIO[a, Mbl JIETEIN
ovicTpee myu? Yo Toraa BoooIe CIyumiocs?

Baly1ka 3aMeTHO 3aMelIKaiach, SsBHO He OKUIasi TAKOTO BO-



npoca.

— Hy... BHyu4a, poauresen Tol cBOMX 3Haemb. OHU BeJb Bee-
I71a PBAIKCH B TOPOM. A TYT Kak pa3 padoTa MOIXoAsimas mojo-
crena, BOT U...

Ona BApYT 3arHy/Iach W 3aMOJIKJIA, OY/ITO HA CEKYH]ly HasiBy
MIEPEHECTIACh B TOT JAJIEKUM JICHb.

— Balynb, a qasbliie-To 4T0? — MOTOpONHIA 5 e€.

— A? Jla Hy... pabOTy NpeJIOKIIN, BOT U PBaHY/IU, — HEB-
nonaj OypkHysia 6alyIKa U TyT e TiepeBesia Temy:

— Ilomum B goM Jiydlle, a TO €4a COBCEM OCTBIHET. B 110-
M€ CTOSUT BOCXMTHUTENIBHBI apoMaT HaBapucToro Oopiia v eapa
CJIQIKOBATHIN 3allaX CBEXEUCIEYEHHBbIX BaTpyluek. Ha mopore,
00 MOI0 HOT'Y, Cpa3y cTaJl TepeThcsi mymucTeiii Myp3auk. [Tormna-
JMB KOTA, 51 yCenach 3a CTOJ U CTajla Pa3lyisblBaTh CTAPUHHbIE
KapTUHBI U UKOHBI, BUCEBIIME HaJ Tevbio. Ha okHax KpacoBa-
JICh BBIIIUTBIE 3aHABECKH, & MOM B3IVIsA[] TO U JIEJI0 BO3Bpallal-
cs1 K GalyIKe, XJIONOTABIIel HA KyXHE, TO BHOBb CKOJIB3UJ TO
CTapoy AepeBsSHHON MeOenr, XpaHUBIIer B ceOe TyX MPOILTBIX
nokosieHni. badyiika mpricena HarpoTuB. [JOBOBHO ybIOaiacs,
HaOJTI0/1as1, C KAKOW OXOTKOM U arleTUTOM 51 €M BaTPYIIKU.

— Kak ke Tl IOB3pOCena, Mosi IeBoYKa... — OalyIka ¢
HECKPbIBAEMbIM UHTEPECOM U TEIUIOTOM Pa3IiisiIblBasia MEHsI ve-
pe3 CTolL.

— Jla, mporio MHOro JieT, 6a0yJib, — YJIBIOHYJIACh U, TIOUYB-
CTBOBAB, KaK C 3TOI'O MOMEHTA BCE TOMEHSLIIOCh.

— W 4em ke Thl TaM, B CBOEM I'OpOJIE, 3aHUMACIILCS !



— T'ynstio, mkosmy BOT 3akoHuMIIa. .. Ceityac Xouy B MHCTUTYT
MOCTYTIAaTh, B XyI0KECTBEHHBIM.

BalyIika THX0 yXHyJIa.

— A B JIETCTBE-TO Thl ME/ICECTPOM CTaTh XoTea!

Sl e nokasa rjaedaMu U ¢ 0COObIM anmneTUTOM MPOHOJIKHU-
JIa YIUIETaTh €€ MBIIIHBIE, E1IE TOpAYUE BaTPYILKU.

Mbi ¢ 6abyIIKoW ¢ UCKPEHHUM YIOBOJBCTBUEM OOCYXKIaIN
ObLIble HU, Nepedrpasi B MaMsTH U C UHTEPECOM pacIlyThiBast
CMeIIIHbIE, JaBHO 3a0bIThie IETCKUE MOMEHThI. Kak Moi B3risizn
HEBOJILHO OCTAaHOBWJICSI HA CTAPUHHBIX Yacax, TOTEMHEBIINX OT
BpemeHu. Ha MraoBeHue s 3amepiia, a 3aTeM C yAUBJIEHHEeM BOC-
KJIMKHYJA:

— Oii, mHe xe 6exaThb yxe opa! Ml ¢ pedstamu 1I0TOBOPH-
JICh BCTPETUTHCS, XOTHM TMPOTYJISThCS.

— XopoIio, — B3J0XHYJIa 6a0yIIKa.

— Tonpko y Hac ¢ ToOOM OyIeT yroBop.

Sl, omHOBpeMeHHO HOKEBBIBAsI BATPYIIIKY U MBITAsICh OOYTHCS
B TECHOBAaTOM KOPUAOpPYHKE, OypKHYIIa:

— M-m?

— JloMO# HYKHO MPUUTH JO TOrO, Kak 3aljer conHue. 1
IJIaBHOE — HU B KOEM CJIyyae He OCTaBaiCs B 3TO BpPeMs y pe-
JYIIKH.

— O, 0a-a, MHE K€ He IIATh JeT!

— 4 yxe, Kak-HUKaK, B3pocJyasi JEBYIIIKA, MOTY U JIO0 TTO3/IHO
3a7epKaThCsl.

Ho 6aOyiika oTBeTHIIa TPEBOKHBIM TOJIOCOM:



— 41 Bcé nmonumaio, Tack. Ho, moxanyiicra... crienai, Kak
npoury. [Ipuan gomon o 3akara.

HacroitunBo otBeTiia 6adyiika.

— JlagHo-namHO, 6a0yJIB !

41 Ha X0y UMOKHYJIa €€ B TEIIYIO0, MaXHYIIYIO BBIIIEUYKOH IE-
Ky ¥ OBICTPO BbLJIETEJIa HAa BCTPeuy K JIpy3bsam. M3naneka yBuse-
J1a peOsIT, Becesio Pe3BUBIIUXCS HA 3AJIMTOM COJTHIIEM JIyry. OHM
CMesUTUCh, Oeraau Apyr 3a APYroM U cCOOUpaIi pOMAIIKU, U3 KO-
TOPBIX, HABEPHOE, YKe COOMpAUCh TulecTh BeHKH. [Toka pedsita
YBJICUEHHO COOMPAJTH IIBETHI, sl HE3AMETHO TIOJIKPAJIach K HUM CO
CTHHBI U KaK BU3THY:

— A-a-a!

Te kak olmapeHHble BCKOYWIU U 320pajid B OJJUH IOJIOC:

— Tacsa! Tst uro BeITBOpsiemb?! Hanmyrana no nomycmeprtu!

Jlamka, npuxas pyKy K I'pyAay, CMOTpeJIa Ha He€ BO3MYILEH-
HBIM B3[JISIJIOM.

— Hy BBI TaKk CKYYHO ¥ TPYCTHO COOMPAIU STH POMAIIIKH, YTO
s IPOCTO pelnia BaC HEMHOTO TIOOOIPUTE! — MOCMEsIIach 1.

Marika, Kak B cTapbie 00pble BpeMeHa, MOJIONLIA U C YJIbIO-
KOU B3bEPOILINIa MHE MAKyIIKY:

— Jlypéxa Tb1, Tacbka!

TeM BpeMeHeM MapHU AOCTAIN U3 PIOK3aKOB OYTHUIKU C BO-
JIOM ¥ ¢ pa3Maxy Havaji Hac 0OpbI3ruBaTh. B BO3/1yxe MrHOBEH-
HO BOIAPHJICS] CMEX, BU3T U TO camMoe OIIyITIeHUe MOTHOH, 6e3-
3a00THOM CBOOO/IBL.

— Y, Bcé, croute! [lepenpimika! A ycrana... — 3aapIxasich



OT CMeXa, BbIIOXHYJIA 5.

— Xa-xa, 4YTO, HaJplIIAJIaCh CBOMM 3ara30BaHHbIM TOPO[I-
CKHMM BO3JyXOM? — C IOAHAYKOM YXMbUIbHYJICS Tos.

— O, na uam Th1!

— He, Hy a utr0? CMOTpH, HUKTO M3 HAC TaK HE JIbIIIUT, TOJIb-
KO Thl! — moAXBaTwJl MUIIIKa M CHOBa OpBI3HYJ B HAC CTPYEH
BOJIbI.

Becesnbe npepBail 3BOHKUIM, HO PE3KO U3MEHMBILUICS T0JI0C
Harmu:

— Pebsr. .. connne nouru ceso. Haymo mo jomam pacxomnThb-
cAl.

Cmex TyT ke oOopBaicsi. Pebsita MrHOBEHHO M3MEHWITUCH B
JIVLIE ¥ HAYaJId TOPOIUTMBO COOMPATh BEIU B PIOK3AKHU.

— Pebsr, ga uto He Tak-10? [loyemy Bce TBEpOAT MPO ITOT
3axo]] coitHIa? MHe 6a0yIika nepej1 BhIXOI0M OyKBaJIbHO TO ke
camoe ckazana!

Bce pesko 3amonmuanu, neperisiibiBasch Mexay codoit. Ha
JIyT HaBUCJIA TSDKENAS TUILMHA.

— Jla B uém n1eno-to?! — yxke ¢ IBHbIM HAIpsIKEHUEM B TO-
JI0Ce Mepecrpocua .

— Jla HU B 4€M, 0COOBIX TPUYUH HET, — OTBeTUJI ToJis, cTa-
pasick He CMOTPETh MHE B IJ1a3a. — [IpocTo. .. poaurenu Gecrio-
KOSITCS. YTOBOP y BCEX TAKOM: 0 3aKaTa COJHIIA BCE JOJIKHBI
OBITh JIOMA.

— Moxer, XoTs1 Obl 3aIJIsTHEM Ha Hallle MECTO Y PeUKu?

— Her, Tacs, He ycrieem, — cpa3dy orpe3ana Jlama.



— Jla 6pocwre! Hy uto Ham npenku caenaot? MakcuMyM 1o
TI0Ie HaJaloT 1 BCe!

PeGsita cHOBa HampskEHHO MeperisiHyauch. Mullka Ha ce-
KyH/1y 3ayMaJiCsl U €/IBa 3aMETHO KUBHYJ, JaBasl MOHATb, YTO
HEHAJIOJIIO 3aCKOYMTh BCE-TAaKU MOXKHO.

— Jlagro, — cnanack Jlamma. — Ho Tonbko ObicTpo!

MBpI iprOaBUIIY AT ¥ TOOEKaU K HAIlleMy 3aBETHOMY yTOJI-
Ky. CoJHIle yKe TIOYTH Kacajaoch TOPU30HTA, OKpaluBasi HeOO
B aJIble TOHA, a C IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOUM CTOPOHBI YK€ BOBCIO Pa3ro-
paJicst OJieTHbIN AUCK JIyHbL. MUHYT Uepe3 JecATh Mbl yxke ObUr
Ha MecTe.

— Pebsr, a momHUTE, KaK MBI MPBITATIM ¢ TAP3aHKU? — CO
cMexoM BeroMHWIa s. — A Touts motoM pacruiakasics, HoToMy
YTO €My PE3KO CTAJIO CTPAIIHO MPBIraTh!

Ham gpyxHbIii XOXOT 9XOM pa3HECCS HaJl 3aChINAOIIUM Jie-
COM U PEYHOM TJIaJIbIO.

— Jla-pa! — nmonpxBatui1 Muina. — A nomHuTe, Kak Marrka
«TIOTEPsIIaCh», KOT/a MoIia 3a rpudamu? XoTsl Ha caMoM Jieie
el HaJlo OBLIO MPOCTO TOJIOBY HA3a]] MOBEPHYTH!

MBpl 3ax7EOBIBATUCh BOCTIOMHUHAHUSAMM, HarepeOoil nepeou-
Bas JIPyr Ipyra M BO3BpaIlasich B TO JIETKoe, 0e33a00THOE JIeT-
ctBo. Ho Hatre Becenbe CHOBa 000OpBaJT TPEBOXKHBIN roj1oc Jlarm:

— Bcé, pedsr, xBarut. Cobupaemcs u yxoaum. U xkenartepHO
noowICcTpee.

[lapHu 1 1EBYOHKHU TYT %€ CMOJIKJIM U CTAJIA TOPOIUIMBO MOJ-
Ouparh cCBOM Bellli. A 51 HE ylepKalach U MpHUcea Ha CTaphbiid



IUIOCKMIA BaslyH. B fietcTBe 310 OBUIO MOE camoe TioOuMoe me-
CTO: OTPOMHBIM KAMEHb, BBICTYMNAIOIIMK TPSIMO U3 BOJBI, C KOTO-
pOro Tak ynoOHO ObUIO HAOMIONATh 3a TEUECHHUEM. . .

4 cmoTpesna B TEMHYIO Bllajib, CHOBA M CHOBA 3a/1aBasiCh OJJHU-
MU U TEMH ke Boripocamu. [louemy ponuTenu Tak CKOpOIOCTH K-
HO cOexamu otciona? [Touemy 3a CTONBKO JIET 51 CMOIJIa ITpUexXaTh
TOJIBKO ceivac? MbIC/IM KPYTUJIUCh B FOJIOBE OJIHA 34 JIPYIOM, HE
naBasi mokost. Kak Bapyr Mo# B3misij 3allenWICs 3a I71a/lb BOJIBI.
MHe MebKOM MOKa3aJloCh, YTO M3-TIOJ] BOJIBI HA MEHSI CMOTPSIT
JIBa O'POMHBIX, MEPTBEHHO-0eJIbIX T1a3a. OHU He TTPOCTO OTpa-
KaJIM yXOJsAIIee COHIE — OHM OYATO Bbe/IAJIUCh IMPSAMO B AYIITY,
TUITHOTU3UPYS U JIUIIAs CIIOCOOHOCTH JIBIIATh. §I pe3KO BCKOUM-
JIa ¢ KaMHsl, cepytie OeleHoO 3aKOJI0TUIIOCh B TPY/IH.

— Taceka! A Hy ObIcTpO cie3ail ¢ kKamHsI 1 Oerom crozia! Ter
YTO TBOpHMIIIb?! — Ha SMONMAX 3aKkpyuyasia Maina, BbIIEPruBas
MeHs U3 oleneHeHus. S He cMoria BHIMOJIBUTh HM CJIOBA, BCE
elIé HaxosCh B IIOKE OT YBHJCHHOIO B peke. Mara 60JbHO
CXBaTWJa MEHs 3a PyKy M Ha Ipejesie CUII NOTaIlWIa MPpoYb OT
Oepera, MPAMUKOM K JiepeBHe. MbI JieTesn O6e3 OIISIIKA CKBO3b
I'YCTYIO JIECHYIO yailly. BeTku XJjiectaau no Jjmily, KOpHU IyTa-
JIUCh MOl HOTAMU, HO HUKTO J1ake He AyMasl OCTaHABIMBAThLCS,
TOKa Mepe/l HAMU He MOKa3aJIMCh CUITY3ThI CTAPEHBKHUX, HO TAKUX
VIOTHBIX U POJIHBIX M30YIIIeK. 3anbIXaBIlasics, e[Ba MepeBOIuB-
1ias gbixaHue, Maiiia pe3ko OCTaHOBWJIA MEHSI Y CaMoro jioMa 1
TSR0 OypKHYJIA:

— W3 noma He BbIcOBBbIBaiicsl. B OKHa HOUYBIO cTapaucsl He



cMOTpeTh. W B LIEJIOM... TPOCTO JIOKUCH CraTh. 3aBTpa Oyaer
neHp — Oyzetr u muma. Be€ oObsicHum morom. OHa JIAaCKOBO
B3bEPOIINJIA MHE BOJIOCHI, YJIBIOHY/IaCh M, TIOMPOIIABIIUCH, 110-
Oexana k cebe gomoi. Ha mopore KpbUiblla MEHsI cpasy xke
BCTpeTuiIa 6adyika:

— 41 uro Tebe roBopuna?! Jlo 3axona conHia ObITh JoMa! —
OTYEKaHWJIa OHA HETIPUBBIYHO IPO3HBIM TOHOM. BoooO1ie 6adyIis
OblJIa HAMMUWJIEHIIIUM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIA U MyXH HEe OOMIUT,
HO €CJTH YK €€ MO-HACTOSIIIEMY Pa303JIMTh — HUKOMY He CI00-
pOBaTh.

— IIpoctuy, Oa, st MPOCTO. .. 3aryJsiachk.

— Tace, B crieayoui pa3 ciayuaics MeHsl, noxanyicra. Ec-
JIM s cKa3asa ObITh JOMA JI0 3aX0JIa COJTHIIA — 3HAYUT, TaK HYX-
HO!

A cTeIIIMBO OnycTriIa B3MIAH, BCE €IE HE B CUJIaX OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO MPUITH B ce0s MOCIIe MEePEeKUTOrO IIOKa.

— Jla nonsina, nousia. .. babyie, s noiay k cede B KOMHary,
OYEHb yCTaJa.

— A Kax xe... — TOJIbKO U ycIiesia HauaTh 0alyIika, HO Tie-
peOuB UX e€ Ha MOITYCIIOBe:

— Kymars He Oyny! — OypkHyJa 51 ¥ OCTIEINIa CKPBITHCS
K ceOe B KOMHATY.

CHsB ¢ ce0s1 ofex1y, s yCTajo yierjiach Ha KpoBarhb. Teso
HaKOHell paccyiaduioch Mocie JONroro JHs, a BEKM caMu coOoi
HavyaJm TsoKeneTb. Ho CTOMIIO TONBKO OIMyCTHUTH TOJIOBY Ha MPO-
XJIQJTHYIO TIOMYIIKY ¥ TIPUKPBITH IJ1a3a, KaK 1mepe;] B30POM TYT Ke



BCIUTBIBAIOT OHU. DTU I1a3a. be3Ku3HeHHbIe, MyCThle, HEOTPhIB-
HO CMOTpSIIIUE TIPSIMO Ha MeHsl...[loutu BClo HOYB 1 HE MOIJIa
COMKHYTb IJ1a3. B TeMHOTe He MOKUAAJI0 YIyIUTUBOE OIIyIIIeHHUE,
Oy/ATO KTO-TO CTOUT COBCEM PsIIOM — OYKBAJIbHO TOI OOKOM,
Ha pacCTOSTHUM BHITSHYTON pyku. Ho cronno mHe nepebopoTh
CTpax W BIJISIIETHCS B TYCKJIBIM TIOyMpPaK KOMHATHI, OCBeIae-
MBI JIMIIL OJICTHBIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM, KaK 3TO YyBCTBO MTHO-
BEHHO MCIapsUIOCh. «A MOXET, MHE TIPOCTO MOKa3aioch?» $1 Be-
Jla OECKOHEYHBIN CITIOp cama ¢ COOOH, IMbITasCh HAWTH XOTh Ka-
KOE-TO JIOTUIHOE OOBSICHEHHE.

— $1 Beab Bech JicHb MTPOBEJIa Ha COJTHIIE, BOT TOJIOBY M IPH-
nekJ1o. Minu npocto nepeHepBHUYANa, OT U30bITKA BlIeUaTIEHUIA
TocJie BO3BpallleHus1 B poJHble kpas?.. Ho atu raza... d xe or-
YETIIMBO MOMHIO, KaK OHM CMOTpEJIM Ha MeHst 13 Bojsl! UTo 31O
obu10? Urpa BooOpaxenus? Vinu ke B peke NelCTBUTEIHHO Ta-
UTCSI HEKOE CYILIECTBO?

«Jla 6pen, — onéprupasa ce0st, — 3TO BCE IITyITbIe CTPAIIUII-
KM Ha HOYb, KOTOPBIMH HAC ITyTaJI B IETCTBE |»

U BcE xe...






I'1aBa BTOopas

Tanua

OTKpBIB V1434, g OIJIsIeNa CBETIIYI0 MAJIEHbKYI0O KOMHATY. 3a
OKHOM BOBCIO 33JJOpPHO TieJI NeTyX. B KOMHare BUTAJ JIETKUW,
YIOTHBII 3allax CBEXe3aBapEeHHOIo 4Yasi C MAJIMHOU U MATOU.
CJIQJIKO TIOTSIHYJ1aCh BCEM TEJIOM, IPOTOHSIsI OCTATKU CHA.

— Kak xe mpusITHO MPOCHINIAThCSI B TAKOW OOCTaHOBKE. .. —
IIenHy/a cama ceoe.

[lorepes r1a3a, NogHsAIACH C KPOBATH U BBIIIUIA HA KYXHIO, I7I€
0adyIKa yxe XJIonorana y reuu.

— babyib, 1odpoe yrpo!

— JloGpoe, moOpoe, BHydeHbKa. Kak cmasoch? — Teruio
YIBIOHYJIACh OHA, TIOKJIA/IBIBASI HA TAPEJIKY PYMSIHBIN OJIUH.

— IIpocro BenukosenHo!

— 3axogwia K Tebe HOUblo, YKPBITh OfiessIoM. Thl BO CHE BCE
OGopMoTalia 4To-TO, BOpodasack... COH IJIOX0U CHUICS?

— Jla 51 ye 1 He TIOMHIO 0c000, — OTMaXHYJIach SI.

— Hy, cagucs 3a crosn. Kak pa3 HaMm yaiiky BKYCHOT'O 3aBapu-
Ja.

Emé TonkoM He MPOCHYBIIMCH, HEJIETO MOTSHYIACh U OIly-
CTWJIACh Ha JIepEeBSHHBIN CTYJ. [I0TUXOHBKY pa3yM HpUXOOWII B
MOPSIAOK, 2 BMECTE C HUM BO3BPALIAIUCh U CMYTHbIE BOCIIOMHU-



HaHUs O BuepaniHeM Beuepe. CIJIOTHYB, sl pelia OCTOPOXHO
CITPOCHTB:

— bBa, ciymait... A 'y Bac TyT He TPOMCXOUT HUYETO CTPaH-
HOTO?

Baly1ika Ha cekyH/Iy 3amMepiia ¢ YallHUKOM B PyKax U BOIPO-
CHUTEJIbHO BBITHYJ1a OPOBb:

— B kakoM 3T0 miaHe — cTpaHHOro?

— Hy... — a 3amsnach, moHUMas, Kak Iyno 3TO 3ByYMT, U
HE CTaJia MPOJIOJIKATh MPSIMBIM TEKCTOM.

— Hy, 4uro-To Bpoze... oueHb Oomnbmx komapos? Mmm ka-
KHX-TO HEOOBIYHBIX HACEKOMBIX? — HEYBEPEHHO U HEPBHO BbI-
IaBuIa U3 ceods.

Baly1ka o0ser1€HHO YCMEXHYIach U KauHyJla TOJIOBOK:

— O#, 1a )KyKHd y HaC B 3TOM rofly Kakhe-To 3J0POBbIE NIOSIBU-
muck! [To-moemy, U3 crpaHHoro — 310 BC€. Bech oropon mue,
OKasiHHbIE, TIOXXPAJTH.

¢l HepBHO MOCMesIach W Tovecasia MakyIiKy, YyBCTBYs, KaKk
YXOIUT HaIpsiKeHUE:

— Hy, nonsaTHeHbKo. .. babyib, 51, moxanyi, Moy Mmpory-
JISTIOCh ?

— Koneuno, BHy4a, uiy, MOOBIIM BO3AYXOM, — Oa0yIKa
BIPYT CTaja CEpbE3HEEe U CTPOro MOCMOTpesIa MHE TIPSIMO B IJ1a-
3a. — ToJbKO T1aBHBIN YroBop nomMHwMIIb? JIo 3akata 4ToOBI ObI-
Ja oma.

— Jla-1a, KOHEYHO, TTIOMHIO ! — OBICTPO OTBETHJIA M BhIOEKAJIa
Ha KPBUIBIIO.



[Noka 51 u1a 1o y3Ko# Tponke K oMy Maiim, B rojioBe Kpyr 3a
KPYroM IPOKPY4YMBAJIUCH C10Ba Maiy. B OKHO HOUBIO HE CMOT-
pu... C mopora nocJje 3aKaTa He BBIXOMM. ..

— Jla nemmii Bac Bcex nodepu! — mpolnumnena B mycToTy. —
Yro BH OT MeHS Bce cKpbiBaeTe? S dyBcTBOBaJia ceOsl IMOTHOM
nypoii. Takoe ormryrenue, OyaTo aOCOMIOTHO BCE BOKPYT 3HAIOT
KaKyI0-TO CTpAIIHYIO TaifHy, a s OIHA XOXY B HEBEJICHHH, KaK
CJIETION KOTEHOK.

IToka Besa 3TOT 37101 MOHOJIOT C cCaMOW COOOM, Jake HE 3aMe-
TWJIA, KaK O4yTWJIACh Y 3HAKOMOTO Kpbulblia. B oropoae, npuru-
0asch K rpsijikam, KOMOIIMIMCh MallivHbl poIUTENH.

— 3apasctByitte, T€Ts Cepacduma, nsas bopucnas!

OHM OIHOBPEMEHHO Pa30THY/IUCHh U PAIOCTHO MHE YJIBbIOHY-
JIUCh:

— O, no6pwiii 1eHb, Taucus!

— A Mama noma?

— Jla 'y ce0s1 B KOMHaTe cuauT, — Jsas bopucias onépces Ha
JlonaTy, BHITApPAs MOT €O JI0a.

— Tw mpoxonu, mpoxoau, Aesuiia! ['ocmomu, kKak BbIpoc-
na-To. .. 51 k Tebs1 COBCeM MaJIBIIIKON NOMHIO. Yero x Tak J0Jro
He 3araapiBaia K Ham?

Sl HEeMHOro 3aMenIKaIach, IEPEMUHASICH C HOTW HA HOTY:

— Ha ropon, 3Haete... Bce atu nena: To yu€ba, To B pa3bes-
JlaX TIOCTOSIHHO.

OHu NOHUMAIOIIIE EPETJISIHYIUCh U CHHXPOHHO MOKa4aJIu Io-
JIOBAMH.



— Hy, neno mononoe. Tsl 3axonu B M30y-TO, HE CTOM Ha T0-
pore.

Sl mogHsAaCk MO CKPUITYYUM JIEPEBSIHHBIM CTYTIEHbKaM 1 MPO-
111a B JOM, 0e301MO0YHO HalAs HYKHYIO ABEpPb.

— Ilpuser, Mamka!

— Tacska! Ilpoxogu! — Mara nouckounia MHE HaBCTpeEYy.
— A s TYT TQJIUCMaH BSIKY.

[poiins B ryOMHY KOMHATBI, sl OMYCTUJIACh HA 3aCTJIAHHYIO
NECTPBIM MOKPBIBAJIOM KpoBaTh. Ha KoJIeHsIX y moAgpyru moKou-
JIOCh CTPAHHOE TIJIETEHUE U3 CYXUX TPaB, LIBETHBIX HUTEU U MEJI-
KMX KOCTOYEK.

— Kakasg kpacora. ..

Marma Bceryia Obl1a MacTepuriell Ha Bce PyKH: TO U3 OepecThl
YTO-TO BBIPEKET, TO M3 TPAB 0Oeper CKPYTUT. Y He€ B pyKax JIo-
Oas Belb OyATO OXKUBAJIA.

— V¥V MeHsl, KcTaTd, BCE eIlg XpaHUTCA TOT oOeper, UTo Thl
MHE B MOCJIE[IHUI pa3 Mojapuia.

Maria oBosbHAsI pacIuIblIach B YJIBIOKE U, CEB UyTh OMKeE,
MPUBBIYHBIM JBUKEHUEM B3bEPOIIIAIA MHE BOJIOCHI.

— A 3TOT KOMY BsIKelllb? — aKKypaTHO CIIPOCHJIA $1, pa3Iiis-
JbIBasI CTPAHHbBIE Y3EJIKU.

— Ckopo Benukwuii mpa3gHuUK, — cepbE€3HO oTBEeTWIIAa Ma-
1113, He TIpepbIBasi CBoel padoThl. — HyKHO MPUHECTH TIOAAPKU.
YroOsl 32700pUTh.

— Ilpa3gHuk? — nepecnipocuiia s, MOYYBCTBOBAB, Kak I1O
CriMHe MpoOex)an JErkuid xononok. — Kako#t em€ npa3mHuk?



Koro HyxHO 3a100pyTh?

Maiia OTJIOKWIA IATHE, MOCMOTPEJIA HA MEHS JOJTMM B3IJIS-
JIOM Y CEpbE3HBIM TOHOM CKa3aJia:

— Canucek noygoonee. Ceituac s Tebe Bc€ pacckaxy... Te-
6e HyXHO 3TO 3HaTh! ThI TOJIBKO 3TO. .. HEe myraiics, nagHo? [To-
cTapaiicsi 3TO YJIOXKHUTh B TOJIOBE, UTO 5 CKaxy. BooOmem... ¥V
HAC Kbl TOJI BCS JIEPEBHsI COOMPAETCsI HA OIVH MPa3IHUK, —
TUXO Hauyasja Maila, akKkypaTHO 3aTATMBasi OYEPEIHON Y3EIIOK.
— HassiBaerca [yxoB neHb. OH HaunHaeTcsa B Hadaje Jjera. K
HEMY BCe TOTOBSITCSI 3apaHee: Kak bl oM 00513aTeJIbHO YTO-TO
MacTepuT. KTo-TO BBIIIMBAET y30Pbl HA JIbHE, KTO-TO PEXKET IO
JepeBY, a KYJIMHApPhl HAIEKAIOT rOPbl YTOLIEHUH.

— U 4910 moToM ¢ 3TUM AeanT?

— A JHEM Bce MIYT K peyke B MIyIIb Jieca Wik Ha ropy. Ha
BETKU JEPEBbEB MOABS3bIBAIOT [IBETHBIE JICHTHI, CYIIIEHbIE TPABbI,
BsI3aHbIE TAIMCMAHBI. .. JIIOMM MPOCAT BBICIINE CUJIbI, YTOOBI TE
HE TPOraJi IEPEeBHIO 1 He Oecriokomn Hapo. [Toka3pBaioT, 4To
MPUIILTA C MUPOM U JapaAMH.

Maa 3amonyana Ha CeKyHAy, pasrisabiBasi CBO0 padoTy, a
MOTOM ITPOAOJIKUIIA:

— A yXe K Beuepy, fepejl caMbIM 3aX0[OM COJIHIIA, BCE CXO-
JATCS Ha TJIONAIA B LIEHTPE JEPEBHU W YCTPAMBAIOT IITYMHBIN
np. Ho Kak TOJNBbKO MOCJIEAHMI JIyd COJIHIIA CKPOETCS 3a Jepe-
BbsiMU — Bcé€. [Ipa3anuk okoHdeH. Bee pazberaioTces o gomam
Y 3aIIUPAIOTCS] HA BCE 3aCOBBI.

He BeigepxaB paccMmestiace:



— Xa-xa! Mamka, Hy u TbI Tyza xe? Tbl 4TO, U BIIpaBy Be-
PHMILb BO BCE 9TU CKA3KU?

— 4 "e npocro Bepio, Tack, — Marna nogHsia Ha MeHs ab-
COJIIOTHO CIIOKOUMHbIE, CephE3HbIe IMa3a. — S ux BUjena.

— Xa-xa-xa! — OyKBaJIbHO 3aJIMJIaCh CMEXOM, JepPkKach 3a
JKUBOT.

4l Obla yBepeHa, uTo Mmoapyra MpocTo peliia MeHsl pasbir-
patb ¥ HarHaTh kyTu. Ho Mamma naxe He yasiOHyaack. OHa cH-
JieJla HEeMOABUKHO M MOJTYa KAalla, MOKa y MEHsl MPOUIET TOT
npuctyn xoxota. CTepeB BBICTYIMBILYIO CJI€3y U MEPEBEAS [bl-
XaHWe, s CHOBA BEPHYJIACh K pa3roBopy, BCE €IE C YCMEIIKOM Ha
rybax:

— Hla Hy Te6s1! U xoro *xe Thl, MHTEpECHO, Bujea?

Mamna nopasiace 4yTh BOEPEL U IPOM3HECIA MIOYTH LIENIOTOM,
OT KOTOPOTO Y MEHsI BHYTPU BCE MOXOJIOAEIO:

— JlyxoB. Pycasiok Ha cTapoii npucranu. Jlemiero y oBpara. ..
W emni€ MHOTrO BCSKOM HEYUCTH, Y KOTOPOH Jla’ke UMEH HET.

— Ecmm He Bepumib MHEe — y pedsAT Cpocu, — TUXO, HO
TBEPNO noOaBmia Maria. — Best iepeBHst 00 3ToM 3Haer. U Bce
ux 60sTcs. [ToroMmy YTO 10 HOYaM OHU BBIXOAST HA OXOTY M YOU-
BAIOT KAKJOr0, KTO MOMNAJETCA Ha IMa3a. Pycanku 3amMaHuUBaIoOT
K BOJIE M 3aTATMBAOT B OMYT — OTTYJa €E HUKTO HEe BO3Bpa-
mascs. Jlemmue yBoaAT riyOOKo B vallly, ImyTasi TPOIbl, OTKY/Ia
HE BBIOpaThCs. A eIié TBapH... 3BepbE, UTO B TPH pasza OOJIbIIe
OOBIYHBIX BOJIKOB M MeiBeieil. OHU MPOCTO pa3phIBaIOT JIIOACH B
KJIOUbsl. Malia Ha CeKyH/1y 3aIlHyJIach Y B3/I0XHYJA:



— I'mOHYT B OCHOBHOM TIpHe3kKHe, ropojckue. .. Bee Te, KTo
HE BEPUT B 3TO U yMaeT, YTo BCE 3T0 cKasku. [lonmyTt npory-
JIATbCSI HOYKOM TOJ1 JTYHOM — a TaM yike BcE. beaa.

Maina onycruia riia3a ¥ CHOBa B3sUIaCh 32 CBOM HUTHU U KO-
CTOYKH. Mexly HaMM ITOBUCIIA TSKEAsA TUILIVHA.

U Tyt MeHs Oyaro TokoM yaapuiio. CJIOBHO BCIIBIIIKA B TEM-
HOTe, Tiepe/] I1a3aMu BCTaJl BUepaniHuil Beuep. Te Oe3ku3HeH-
Hble, Oesible I1a3a B BOJE, CMOTPEBIIIME MPSIMO Ha MEHs U3 TIIy-
OWHBI. . .

— M-maiil... — ropJio cKajao CyxXum CHa3MoM, rojoc Ipe-
BpaTWICS B XpHIIL.

— 41 3Hal0, 3HaO, B 3TO TSKEJIO MOBEPUTh, — TMepeduiia
OHa MeHsl ¢ couyBcTBUEeM. — Ham Beap ¢ U3MasibCTBa TBEPAAT
PO JIOMOBBIX, JiemnX, bady-Ary... CTOIbKO MYJIbTHKOB CHSIIH,
CTOJIBKO KHMkEK HanucaHo! KoHeuHOo, BCE 3TO KakeTcsl TTyIlbl-
mu BeiaymMKamu. Ho net, Tack. OHM cymectByioT. M oHu Kyna
CTpalllHee, YPOAJIMBEE U MOTYIIECTBEHHEE, YUEM PUCYIOT B CKa3-
Kax.

— TlomHwuIb, KOraa Mbl ObLTM Yy PEKU TMEpe] CaMbIM 3aXO0-
oM coiHua? f... g yBungena B Boje rma3a. CTeK/IsHHbIE Takue,
HeuenoBeveckue. Ho Toraa pemmna, 4ro mpocro neperpesach Ha
conHue! Mimm 4ro MHe Mepenmres BCsIKoe OT yctaloctu... Ho
kak? Kak takoe BooOIie Moxer ObiTh?! D10 e Open! Hac xe
YUWJIM, YTO UX HE CyILECTBYET!

— Twuie, TiIne Thl, He KpU4YM, — Maia omioxuia odeper
Y MSATKO TMOJIOKMWIIA CBOM XOJIOIHBIE MaJIbLIbl HA MOIO JPOXKALLYI0



PYKY.

— 3Haw, 4to 310 MOoK. Ho Tak kMBET BcA Hama nepeBHs. 1
KTO 3HAET... KTO 3HAeT, B KAKUX eIIE ITyXUX JIEPEBHSX 0 BCEU
CTpaHe KUBYT TOUHO TAKUE K€ TAUHBIE «COCEIM».

4 "Huyero He crayna oObiAcHATH Maie. HarieBas Ha Bc€E, co-
pBaJlach C MECTa W BBICKOYWJIA U3 JIOMA, TTIOYTH HE TIOMHSI ceOsl.

Horu camu Hecim MeHst K 6aOymkuHON u3de. S Gexana w3
MOCJIEIHUX CHJI, CTIOTHIKASICh O MEJIKUU I111e0eHb, pa3aupas 10
KpOBM MNaJiblipl HA Horax. Cié3bl 3acTuamM ia3a — s pblaaia
TO JIM OT IMKOT'O CTpaxa nepes TeM, 4To y3Hajla, TO JIM OT Joca-
JIbl, Belb 9TO MECTO BCer/ia Ka3aJoCh MHE TUXUM U O€30IaCHBIM.
A Oosbllie Bcero, HaBepHOe, — OT OCO3HAHUSI TOTO, YTO UMEHHO
BUJIETIA B TOT Beuep Ha peke. Bcé nmepemenanioch BHYTpU B Ka-
KOM-TO KOIIMAPHBIN KOM.

— balOymika! ba-a! — moii gpoxaniuii, COpBaHHbII HA KPUK
rojIoC packatuics 1o Bcell yauie. 3abexaB B JJOM, 51 TIOHsLIA,
4To 6A0YIIKM HET HA B OJIHOW U3 KOMHAT. PactepsiHHO ormsiie-
JIaCh, HAJIESACh, YTO OHA BOT-BOT BBIMJET MHE HaBcTpeuy. [lannka
HaKpbUIa C TOJIOBOU.

— Babyns1! — cHOBa BCKpUKHYJIA $1, €/1Ba HE 3a/IbIXasICh.

Brpyr ¢ ynuisl gonéccs ryxoi oTkaMK. badyika konorm-
Jlach Ha IpsZIKax B oropone. BrICkouMB HA 3aHUN TBOP.

— T'ocniogu, nuts moé! Yto crpsicnoch-t0? Yero BClo 1epeBs-
HIO Ha yIIM nofHsiia? — OOECOKOEHHO BCIUIECHY/IA PyKamu
OHa, BBITHPAs UCMIAYKAHHBIE B 3eMJIE JIaIOHU O (hapTYK.

— Balymka! — mprwkumas pyKy K TbUIAIONIEH TPYIH.



— BHyueHbKa, Hy 5 XOTb ¥ IUJIOXO BUKY, HO IOKA HE ITyXxas!
Yero Kpu4MIIBL-TO TaK?

— Bce Te cka3ku, 4TO Tl YMTAa MHE B JETCTBE... 9TO BCE
npasjaa?!

Balyika Ha MrHOBeHHe 3aMepIia, a IOTOM MSITKO, UyTh pac-
TEPSHHO MTOCMESIIACK:

— Hy konevHo xe Her, riyneHbpkasi! Kak MoxeT ObITh ITpaB-
JIOH, 4TO TUTIOIIEBbIe MUIIKY 0kKBatoT? [la uto ¢ To60i npukmo-
YUJIOCh-TO, Ha KOM JIALA HET?

OHa gaxe He MOHsIA, K YeMy s Bey. B e€ npeacraBieHuu s
BCE ellIE OblIa MAJIEHBKOW JIEBOYKOM.

— Jla Her, 6a0yan! He B coBcem muagenueckom! Tocrapime!
— s1 3axXJIEOBIBAJIACH CJIE3aMU, CKUMasl KyJIaku. — I IOMHIO. ...
MOMHIO, KaK B JIETCTBE 32 MEYKOM MOCTOSIHHO YTO-TO LIYPIIATIO
v B3bIxasio! A Thl cKazasa, 4To 310 JomoBou cepautcsi! U Bce
9TU pyCaJiKU... W 1a3za B Bofe BuYepa! f Bugena ux, 6alymika!
Bupena!

4 cmorpena Ha HEE, ApoxKa BCEM TEJIOM U YMOJIAA B3IVIAI0M
CKazarb, YTO MPOCTO COIILIA C YMa.

Ho 6a0ymika He 3acmesiiack. Ha e€ yuiie MeanieHHoO yracnia
nocneiHsIs1 yapioka. OHa MrHOBEHHO MOOJIe/IHeNa, CJIOBHO U3 Heé
BBIKQYaJIM BCIO KPOBb, M OECCHIILHO OIyCTUIIA PyKu. Tsokenas Tv-
IIMHA 3aBUCJIa HaJ| oropooM. badyiika 3akpblia 171a3a, riIyooKo
B3/I0XHYJIa U JIOJITO HE MOIJIA HayaTh FOBOPUTh, CJIOBHO COCKPe-
6asa co IHa IyIIH MIOCTIeJHAE CHITBI, 9YTOOBI pU3HaThesl. balytii-
Ka MOJHSJIA YCTABIIUH B3IJIs] HA MEHS:



— VY3Hana... — MENOTOM CKa3aJla OHa.

— Hla, Munasi, 371eCh 1 BIIPaBAY KUBYT TAKUE «TOCTH».

— Ilopoxau, a moyeMy MHE cpa3y HUKTO HUYEro He paccKa-
3as1? Hukro u3 Bac! — 4 ¢ oOMa0i M HETOBOJIBLCTBOM ITOCMOT-
pena Ha 6a0yIKy.

— Munas, Hy cKaxu, MOKaIyicTa, Kak Obl Mbl TeOE 9TO 00b-
sBUM? Mbl caMu, KUBS 3[IECh MHOTO JIET, IOBEPUTh HE MOIJIH,
HE TO YTO OCO3HATh.

— Ilopoxmu... Ho moyemy Hesb3s MPOCTO OCTABUTh JOM?
[Tponats ero, st He 3HaIO, yeXaTh OTCIO/IA, YTOOBI KUTh CIIOKOWHO
1 HEe BUETh BCIKOW HEUNUCTH !

— Hy... — 6a0ymika 3amerkanach, IepeBo/s B3IJIsIT Ha OK-
HO. — 3Haelllb, KTO-TO CJIMILIIKOM IpPUBSA3aH K 3TOMY MECTy U
HE XOYeT HUKY/AA ye3karb. [la M K HEYHCTU MBI yKE TPUBBIKJIU.
['maBHOE — OCTOPOXXHOCTh, M OHa TeOst He TpoHeT. [IpaBaa...
€CTb OJHO «HO».

4l n3ornyna 6GpoBKy, MOCMOTPEB HA HEE C HEMBIM BOIIPOCOM:
KaKoe eIé «HO»?

— B mocennee BpeMst HEUUCTh OKasiHHAsA OyaITO C yMa CO-
nuia. Kto-to yxe u muém mo necy 6pogut. Hapox B nepeBHe
O4YEeHb OECITOKOUTCSI.

— W uro? Yro BOOOIIE JeaTh, KOrja OHU Tak OyIIyoT?

— Ox, BHYYEHbKa, Mbl M CAaMU HE 3HaeM. Takoro paHblie He
CJIy4asock... — babyIlka 3aqyMunuBO MOCMOTpesa Ha MeHsl, a
IIOTOM €€ IJIa3a OKPYIJIAJIUCH.

— Xors... Bayua, 6b110! Bp10 01piH pas!



— U xorpaxe?

— Korna Tb1 ¢ pogurensmu yeszxana. OHU TOrza CJIOBHO CY-
Macuiesme OyleBaiu, U3 JIecy CIbIIIAIUCh KPUKU HEUesloBe-
yeckue! Jla 1 Boga B peke Oypiuia Tak, OyATO TaM MOJ JAHOM
CTOSLJT OTPOMHBIN KOTEJI.

— balyika, momoxay. .. 3Ha4uT. . .

— Ja, Buyua. Tak u ecTs.

— IMostomy mou poautenu yexamu? UtoObl MeHs1 coepednb?

— Ja. Yl nostomy 1ebs ciomy Oosbliie He MyCcKaIu.

— Ho kak xke... ITocTon, a nouemy f Toraa npuexaja ceu-
yac? Tem Gosiee UTO pOAUTENU CaMU MPEIJIOKUIN MHE ChE3IUTh
B JIepeBHIO?!

— ITOro, BHy4YeHbKA, A He 3Ha0. OHM MOJTYaT Kak Naprusa-
HBI, TAK TOJIKOM MHE HU4Yero u He ckazanu. Ho mpenymnpenuiu,
YTO JIEJI0 CPOYHOE. . .

Ot Bcen aTo MH(OpMaIIMK Y MEeHs ryaena rosiora. He Bepu-
JIOCh, UTO BCE ITU AETCKUE CKa3KM CYILECTBYIOT HA CaMOM JeJie.

YT1oOBl XOTh HEMHOTO TIPUITH B ceOs, 51 permia MOUTH Ha
TO CaMO€e MECTO Y PeKH, I/ie BIepBble YBUEa TU I1a3a, U yoe-
JUTHCS, YTO BCE 3TO MpaB/a.

Korna npuriuia, Boga nepenvBaiach royOOBaThIM IJISIHIIEM U
CBEpKaJa OT sIPKUX Jiyye coyHIa. B necy crosiia Hemasi, nouru
3JI0Belast TUIIMHA. $1 cesla Ha KaMeHb U CTajlla BCMaTpUBaThCs
B IV1a]Ib, HA/IEACh 3AMETUTh XOTh UTO-TO U MOATBEPAUTH, UTO ITO
npaeaa. Ho B Boje BUIHEIOCH JIMIIIh MOE COOCTBEHHOE MCKaKEH-
HOE OTpakeHHe.



— Huuero He noHMMaw... — ¥ NOTsHYJACh PYKOW K BO[IE,
9TOOBl Pa30UTh Ty CIAMIIKOM TJIAJKYI0 peuHyio miajas. Ho He
ycrea KOCHYThCSI BOIBI, KaK €33 pa3falicsl TIIyOOKWH MYK-
CKOM ToJIoc:

— Tacbka, THI Yero TaMm gejiaeiib ogHa?

S B31porHyna, pe3ko BbIIEPHYJIA PYKY U3 PEKU, U OT UCIyra
YyTh HE PyXHYJa C KaMHs IPSIMUKOM B BOY !

— Tonsa! Hy 3auem Tak nyratsb?!

— Xa-xa, ojry4yaercsi, Mbl KBUTHI| — nocMestics Tonbka, 10-
BOJIBHBIN CBOEN BBIXOAKOM.

4 nepeBena ApIxaHue, ciie3/1a C KaMHs U yceach Ha MSTKYIO
TpaBy PsAOM C HUM.

— Hy, xak TeGe BepHYTbCs K pOAHBIM KpasiM, Tofpyra?

— Ox, Toinb... {d paxe He 3Ha10. BCE nepeBepHyIOCh BBEPX
JTHOM 32 TOT KOPOTKUI MPOMEXYTOK.

— Yro crpsciock-t0? Ha Tebe nuiia Her.

— ThI... 3HaJ PO HEUUCTH?

Tosns 3aMeTHO 3aMenikajicsa. A IMOTOM TUXO, OYTH IIENOTOM
pOOOPMOTA:

— VY3Hana-Taku. ..

— 3HauwuT, 3Haju?

— [a, Tacp, 3Ha1. MBI TEOE HE XOTEIM HIYETO TOBOPUTS, T10-
TOMY YTO 3TO TOBEPIJIO Obl TeOs B mOK! 1 Mbl OOSITUCH, UTO ThI
cpazy yefelllb. . .

— Hy ormuno! U BoipaBay, Bce BOKPYT 3HAJIM, OJHA 4. ..

— IIpoct, — BUHOBATO orycTr miaza Toss.



Sl oOukeHHO MoCMOTpeNa Ha Hero, HO JIOJITO AYThCS MPOCTO
HE yMera.

— W Kak BB 3[IECh Y)KUBAETECH, 3HAS, YTO MPOUCXOIUT BO-
Kpyr?

Tosnd 3a1yMUnBO NOYECAT MAKYIIKY U TSKEJIO B3JOXHYIL

— Ha, ecom yectHO, Tack, yxKe NpUBBIKIH. .. [0 HOYam oHM
MHOTITIa BBIXOASIT, TPEBOXKAT HAC, HO CO BPEMEHEM IMepeCcTaElllb
oOpaiarh Ha 3T0 BHUMaHKue. [IHEM Kak-To 3a0bIBaeTCs, UTO MO
OKpyre OpOIUT JieCHasi HEYMCTh. A HOYBIO JIOKHUIILCS CIIaTh. .. U
CTapaelibCsl MPOCTO HE AyMaTh O HUX.

A omapamenHo cmorpena Ha Tomo, BCE ene He B cuiax Ao
KOHIIA OCO3HATh YCJIBIIIIAHHOE.

— W Bam coBceM He CTpaiiHo?

Tosnst ycMexHyJics, HO B €ro IJ1a3ax He ObUIO HU KarlIk Bece-
JIbsI.

— Crparrso. JIioOo# Mopox 3a OKHOM 3aCTaBJIsI BCKAKUBATh
C KpoBaTh. A MOTOM. .. IPUBBIKAEIIb.

— K Takomy BOOOIIIE MOKHO MPUBBIKHYTH?

— Korpga apyroro Beibopa HeT — MoXkHO. [ 1aBHOe, camomy
HE MCKaTh C HUMU BCTPEYM.

— B kakom cmriciie?

Toss1 Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMOJTYall, CJIOBHO Pa3MBbIILLISASA, CTOUT JIA
TOBOPUTD JaJIbIIIE.

— Jlec He moouT mobonbITHLIX. KTo MAET Tyna paau 3a0aBsl,
peako Bo3Bpaiaercs npexxHuM. OJIHUX HaXOASAT YePE3 HECKOJIb-
KO JIHEM — MOJTYAJIMBBIX, C TCTHIM B3MJIAI0M. [Ipyrux He Haxo-



JISIT BOBCE.

Mo moeit crimHe TPoOeka XOIOIOK.

— A ecM OHM caMM BBIXOJST U3 jeca?

Torns nepeBén B3MIsi1 HA TEMHYIO CTEHY JIEPEBbEB, BO3BbIIIIAB-
HIyIOCs 3a IEPEBHEN.

— Torpaa sydine 3anepers JBEpH, 3aKPbITh CTABHU U CAEJIATH
BUJI, YTO HUKOrO HeT goma. OHU JII0OST, KOrla MM OTBEYAIOT. ..
OcoOeHHO eci YCTIBIIIUIIG HOUbI0, KaK KTO-TO 30BET TeOs MO
MMEHU.

$1 HEBOJIBHO CIVIOTHYJIA.

— ... oM npaBja 3HAIOT HAIlIK UMeHa?

Tosns MeyIeHHO KUBHYIL.

— ITO NepBoe, YeMy 31ech yuarca aetu. Eciam nocne 3akara
U3 Jieca Te0s1 KTO-TO MO30BET. .. HUKOIAA HE OTBEYAH.

Sl HEBOJILHO CIVIOTHYJIA.

— Ecnm nocie 3akaTa u3 jieca Te0s KTO-TO ITO30BET. .. HUKO-
ra He OTBEYall.

— Tlouemy?

— Ilotomy 4TO, OTBETMB OAWH Pa3, Thl MOKAKEIllb, YTO CJIbI-
UL UX.

Ha Heckonbko cekyH moBucia TumuHa. [laxe Berep Oyato
CTHX.

— U 410 TOrma?

Tons nepeBen B3MIA KyAa-TO BAaJTb U CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:

— Toraa oHu HAUMHAIOT IPUXOAUTDH YaIlle.

[Mo crivHe poOeska HeMPUSITHBIN XOJIOI.



— K10 «oHm»?

— Bce no-pa3HomMy HazbiBaloT. KT0 — JnemmmMu, KTo — Mo-
pokamu, KTo — 3a0nmymmmmu aymavu. Ho 6adyiika roBopur,
YTO HACTOALIMX MUMEH JIyYllle HE IIPOU3HOCUTD BCIIYX.

— A TBO#s 6a0y1Ka ux Bujena’?

— Bupena... U ve pa3. U g ux Bugen. ..

— W ut0 OHa pacckasbiBasa’?

TosA TAXKeNo B3IOXHYII.

— I'oBOpuIIa, 4YTO HEYUCTh HUKOTAA HE MTPUXOAUT ITPOCTO TaK.
Ecim oHa nokasanach 4eloBEKy — 3HAYMUT, €M YTO-TO HYKHO.
WNuorga ona npeaynpexnaaer. VIHorga urpaer u 3aMaHuBaeT. A
VHOTITA. . .

OH pe3ko 3amornyal.

— WMHorga 4t0? — TUXO CIIpOoCcHiIa f.

Tossa mogHsT HA MEHS I71a3a.

— MHorpa npuxoaur 3a KEM-TO.

— Ho 3auem?

— IT10ro0 A He 3Haw. [J1aBHBIE TYT HE MBI, a OHU. XO03s€Ba
JIEPEBHU.

YyBCTBY#, Kak K TOpi1y MOACTYMNAET KOM, s TUXO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Tlouemy Hapon mpocto He yezeT otciofa? UToOwl He city-
YWJIOCh HUYETO CTPALITHOTO.

ToJa 1oaro Mosryas, a HOTOM IOCMOTPEI KyAa-TO MHE 3a CIU-
HY.

— 3Haelb, Tack... Mbl IPUKOBAHBI K 3TOW AEPEBHE.

— B cmpicnie?



— B npamom. Yexars orciona MmoxHO. ToJIbKO BOT BEpHYThCS
00paTHO ThI BCE PaBHO MPHUIEID.

— Tlouemy?

Tosnst HepBHO yCMEXHYJICS.

— [lotomy 4TO IEpeBHSI HE OTITYCKAET CBOMX.

Tosnst mogHsUT HA MeHs T1a3a. B Hux ObUIO YTO-TO Takoe, OT
9ero mpoopaso 10 KOCTeH.

— [loromy 4TO KOra-TO HAIM MPEAKU MOMPOCHIN UX O MO-
MOIIIH.

— Koro?

OH He oTBeTUJ Ccpasy.

— Xo3seB.

SI HEpBHO yCMEXHYJIACh.

— To1 certuac ceppE3HO?

— Xoten Obl s, YTOOBI HET.

Tons nocmMoTpesn B CTOPOHY Jieca.

— OHu janu IepeBHe BCE, YETo JIIOAY MPOCUIIU. 3eMITI0. YPo-
kail. 3amury. Jlaxke KU3Hb TeM, KTO JOJIKEH ObUT YMEpETb.

— A B3ameH?

— B3ameH oHuM NOIPOCUIIN TOJIBKO OJIHO.

OH CHOBa MMOCMOTPEJT HA MEHS.

— YT00BI HUKTO U3 HAC HUKOTJA HE MOKUIAT 3Ty 3emio. U
3aKJIIOYMJIM IPEBHUNA JOTOBOP.

S nouyBCcTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPU BCE MOXOJIOEIO.

— Ho s xe yexasna. I Mmou ponurenu Toxe.
— Jla, Tace.



Tons cxai ryos.

— Tonbko TH BepHysach. balymika pacckaspiBajia, 4To KO-
I1a-TO, MHOT'O ITOKOJIEHUH Ha3aJl, AEPEBHS MEPEXKUIA CTPALIHYIO
3umy. Jlionm ymupanu ot rosnona, 60ae3HH, X0JIoaa — JIepeBHs
MPAKTUYECKU BbIMepiia. Toraa HeCKOMbKO CTapelIlIvH MOILIH B
Jiec ¥ monpocuim cnactu ux. Heuncrts cornacumnace. Ho ieHa Obi-
Jla cTpaHHOU: «Barma )xn3Hbp — 3a 3Ty 3eMmio. [1oka Bbl KUBETE
311eCh, IepeBHS OYylIeT KUTh BMECTE C BAMU».

CHavasia JTIoqy peliiig, YTo pedb MPOCTO O TOM, YTOObI HU-
Korja He 3a0bIBaTh CBOW 1OM. Ho MOTOM BBISICHIIIOCH HACTOSIIIEE
YCJIOBHME: HU OJIVH YEJIOBEK, POAUBIINKICS B IEPEBHE, HE MOXET
OKOHYAaTeJIbHO NMOKUHYTh €€. [IpruéM HeBaKHO, HACKOJIBKO Ja-
JIEKO OH yeJIeT.

OT 3THX CJIOB y MEHA CXKAJIOCh cepaLie. TomsA 0OCTOPOKHO Mpo-
JOJIKWIL:

— Ecnu yenoBek He BO3Bpalaercsi 100pOBOIbHO, OHU 3a01-
paloT YTO-TO B3aMEH.

I crosina B onierieHeHny, HE CyMeB IOA00PaTh CJI0Ba, HO APO-
KallMM TOJIOCOM CIIPOCHJIA:

— DTO 3HAYUT, 51 HE CMOTY OoJIblle yexaTh oTciofa’?

— Vexatb MoxkHO, Tack. Ho yiitn — Her.

— 9710 Kak?

— CHayvajyia HU4Yero He MpoucxXoauT. Thl KUBELIL CBOEU KU3-
HbBIO, 3aBOAMIIb JIpy3eil, paboty, cemblo. [lymaerb, 4to Beé 3a-
KOHYMJIOCH. A TIOTOM HauWHaeIb 3a0bIBaTh. JIroIm BO3BpaIlaoT-
csl ciofia IpYruMuU, — THXO ckasan Tomnsa. — Kro-1o 6e3ymHbIM,



TIOJIHOCTBIO TIOTEPSIBIIUM paccyaoK. KTo-To 3a0bIBaeT cBOIO mpo-
IUTYIO Ku3Hb. He MOMHUT HU 0Ma, HU OJIU3KKX, HA TOTO, KEM
ObLT paHblIIe.

— A camoe CTpalllHOe 3Haellb 4To?

41 MeJIeHHO MOKayaJjia rOJI0BOM.

— Hnorga onr NOMHAT BCE. TONBKO yKe HE XOTAT TOBOPUTH
O TOM, YTO BUJIEJIM TaM, 3a Mpe/ieaMy ACPEBHMU.

— Ho mb1 ke yexanu, 1 ¢ Hamu Bcé€ Ob110 Xopoio. HukTo He
TIOTEPSUT PAcCy/IOK, HUKTO HIUYEro He 3a0bLI.

41 HEBOJIBHO 3acOMHeBaIach. BCE 3TO 3Byyaso CIMIIKOM CKa-
304HO. X035€Ba, JOrOBOp, AEPEBHS, KOTOPAs HE OTIYCKAeT JI0-
nei... Bynro MHe pacckasblBaliv CTapylo CTPAIIUWIKYy Y KOCTpa,
a He TOBOPUJIM O MOel COOCTBEHHOM KU3HH.

Tosa TAXKEIO B3IOXHYIL.

— BoT 3T0 Hac ¥ HaCTOpakKUBAET. ..

['ne-To Ha oKpavHe rpOMKO 3aasijia codaka, a CIyCTs] MTHO-
BEHUE BCE OCTAJIbHBIE IBOPOBBIE TIChI APYKHO MOAXBATUIIM JIAil.

— [Momm k moeMy oty cxonum, — ckasan Tons.

Sl KuBHYJa, ¥ MBI TOOEKAJH K MOJISTHE, TJIE C PAHHETO yTpa 10
caMoro Beuepa KONoUIWINCh pepMepbl, BCrlaxuBasi MOJS.

Mpb1 BeIO@ KA Ha OTKPHITYIO TIONSIHY. PaboTAru Kak 0ObIYHO,
YTO-TO BCKAIBIBAJIM HA CBOMX y4acTKax. OIHUM 13 HUX ObLT Ma-
na Tomm — asaas Kysema. Mel ¢ Torneit neperissHyIuch u 0e3
3aJJHEV MBICJIM pBaHyJIM K HUM HaneperoHku. Ho kak xe cuib-
HO MBI OIUOIUCh, IOJyMaB, YTO OHU MPOCTO BCKAIBIBAIOT IPS/I-









I'1aBa TpeTha

N3MeHeHus

3anbIXaBHIMCh OT OBICTPOroO Oera, Mbl MOAOEKATH K MYKIH-
HaM. VX rpsi3Has pepmepckast ofesk/1a Obljla MOKPBITA MBLIbIO U
KOMBSIMH 3€MJIM TIOCJIe A0JTOi padoThl B HOJIE.

— Ilan, npuBet! — BOCKJIMKHYJ ToJs.

— U 1ebe He XBOpaTh, CHIHOK, — Ky3bMa Kak HU B 4E€M He
ObIBAJIO MPOJOJIKUI KOMATh 3eMJTIO.

— Hy kyna xe crosibko ypoxkas-To caxars, nan? 1 rak noa-
BaJIbI JIOBEPXY MOJIHbI!

— ChpiHOK. .. He ypoxaii 3t0. I1o kpaiiHeil Mepe, He AJ1s1 Hac.

— Yro THI MMeelb B BUY, nar?

— A Tbl IOJOIIM, KOJIb He OouIlIbCs. BUauinb Menok y 3eM-
m?

Tonsa 3aHepBHMYA, HO ITOCTAPAJICS CIIPOCUTH POBHBIM TOJIO-
coM:

— Hy u... yro tam?

— Bblmen 51, Kaxkuch, akkypar K HIECTH YTpa: Kyp HOKOPMUTD
Ia rone monuTh. Moy cede o Tporie, Isab — YeI0BeK JISKHT. S
K HeMy Toi0esxaJl, a OH yxe U ayx ucnyctuil. CriepBa-To 110 JIMIy
¥ He NpU3HaJ, a nocjie BcMmarpuBaloch — 0a! Cocen ke Hai,
Konsn. Hy, no nepocTu mogymalt: momep ot BOAKU MPOKJISITOM.



KaOb1 He oOpaTiiT s BHUMaHUsI Ha OJIHY JIETaIb. ..

Tonsa cros1, BRITYYMB IVIa3a HA OTLA, U JIMILIb MOJIYa KUBAJ
— MOJI, MPOJIOJIKAM.

— Hy Ttak BOT. Paom ¢ Tenom Hammén s Jeniyio peiobio 1a
yKpaieHus keHckue. Cpa3y o MpoKJISTON nogymad... Tombko
BOT Oefla B APYTOM.

— Batb, 1a ObITh HE MOXeT! Yras, CIOTKHYJICS, B pyKax pbi0a
Obl1a — BOT cO0aKHU €€ M pacTep3aim.

— [la Her, cbiHOK, — a4 Ky3bMa 03aaueHHO noyecasn 3a-
TBUIOK M 3aTrOBOPWJI TUXO-TUXO. — JIeJ10 B TOM, 4TO METKY OHa
Ha HEM OCTaBUJIA.

Ky3bMa 0CTOpOXHO IPUTIOAHSA MEIIOK, a 3aTeM U3Ma3aHHYIo
B 3eMJIe pyOaxy MOKOWHUKA.

— I'nsanb. ['oBopio k TebGe — OHa, MPOKJIATAS.

— Ho... pa3Be OHU HE BBIXOIAT TOJIBKO HOYBIO?!

— Jla 1 1 0 Tom xke! CTONbKO JIET HAC HE TPOTajid, CTOIbKO
BBIXOJIWJIN JIUIIIb B CBOE MOJIO)KEHHOE BPEMS. . .

S nepeBowIIa McnyraHHbIi B3rsA ¢ Tonu Ha nsimio Kyssmy
Y TUXO, CAEPKUBAs IPOXKb B FOJIOCE, CIPOCHIIA!

— A... A 4TO, €C/T OHU BCIO JIEPEBHIO YOBIOT?

— V¥ Hac ¢ HUMH OT BeKa yroBop cTos1! Mbl UM Ha Ipa3JHUK
— TIPSIHOCTH J1a BSI3b, @ OHKM B3aMeH JIUIIIb TI0 HOYaM OpojisT Aa
JIIOZIEW HAIllMX HE Kasleyar. 3aBTpa Kak pa3 Mpa3JHUK 3TOT... A
onu KonsiHa 3a3ps ussenu! Tonbko BOT nomro?

— Hsanp Ky3pma, a paHbiiie ObIBaJIO TaKoe? — OCTOPOXHO
Crpocuia f.



— Hy, 6ecHoBanuch mopoit, He 06e3 3toro... Ho Hammx He
ryOrJIM — Tak, 3aIyTUBaJIA TOJIBKO.

Tons mocMoTpen Ha MeHsI U HEOXKUAAHHO CEPbE3HBIM TOJIO-
COM ITPOU3HEC:

— Tace, 1 uogu momow, dagHo? He Hamo tede 31Oro BH-
neth. JloMol npuEnis, — cMacTepy 4To-HUOYIb ISl HUX. 3aB-
Tpa MOUAEM 10OPO Y HEUMCTU BHIMAJIBATb.

— Tonb...

— He cniops, uau!

— JlaBaii cobepémcs Bce cerofiHsi Be4epoM, — TBEPIO CKa-
3aJ1a f.

Tons oTBepHyJcA M, IOMOrasi OTIy KONAaTh 3€MJII0, BBIKPHUK-
HYJ BCTEN;

— Cormnacen!

A ornipaBuniack goMoi. Tpora Kak pa3 Bejla MUMO MOETO JII0-
O6UMOro MecTa € TUIOCKMM KaMHEM Y peKd. 3aMe[|JIUB I1ar, peliu-
Jla Ha Mapy MUHYT MPUCECTb U CHOBA BIVISAAEThCS B BOLY.CMOT-
peJia BHUMATeJIbHO, 10 OOJIH B IJ1a3aX, MBITAsiCh OCMBICITUTD TPO-
UCXOJSIIIEE.

— Hapo orciona ye3xars... Hano cpoyHo orciona ye3xars.
ITOro Xe MPOCTO HEe MOXET ObITh! — ybOexnana s cebs1, XoTs
B IIyOWHE AYIIU MPEKPaCcHO MOHUMAJIA: BCE TPOUCXOSINEe —
yucTas mpaB/a.

4 yxe coOupanach BCTaTh U YUTU, KaK U3 TEMHOM TITyOUHBI
CHOBa OrecHy/ M 3T Oenble r1a3a. OT nepen3ObITKa CTpaxa v Ha-
KOMMBIILIETOCS] HAMPSDKEHUsI Y MEeHs Hauaiach uctepuka. U mpu-



HsJIACh KPUYATh MPSIMO B BOLY:

— Jla uto?! Yro?! Yto Tebe oT MeHs HyxkHO?! A Hy miuia
orcooaa!

B T0 ke MrHOBeHHe U3 BO/IbI PE3KO BBICKOUMJIA OieTHas, Kak
cMmepTh, yynoBuine. CyIecTBO HEBO3MOXXHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh HU
YeJI0BeKOM, HU 3BepeM. Ero ajamHHOe, KWIMCTOe TeNo 3aKaH-
YMBAJIOCh MACCUBHBIM PBIOBMIM XBOCTOM, KOTOPBIN C BJIaXKHBIM
HUJIETTKOM OWJI 1o 3emJie. PyKu ObUTH CIIMIIIKOM JUIMHHBIMU U 3a-
KaHYMBAJIMCh TIEPENIOHYATHIMU MAJIBIIAMU C YEPHBIMU KOTTSIMU.
['onoBa Kazanach HENMPOMOPIMOHAIBHO OOJIBIION, a MacTh pac-
KPBIBAJIACh TaK IMPOKO, CIIOBHO MOIJIA MPOIJIOTUThH YeJOBeKa
HEeTUKOM. 3a psIaMu OCTPbIX 3yOOB U3BUBAJICS TEMHBIN SI3bIK, &
OeJble 171a3a, He MOprasi, CJIE/IMIN 32 KaKIbIM MOUM JIBUKEHUEM.

S1 oTmarHyNack M TUTIOXHYJIACh HA TAJBKY, CYAOPOKHO TOTIS-
THMBILIUCH Ha3a]l, HO Ta TAHYJIACh 32 MHOU MPsIMO 110 Oepery!

— Or... Otna... OTI[AIZ, YTO B34J/IN! — Heuenoseue-
CKUM, MOJTYNUCKJISIBBIM [IIUTIEHHEM TPOKpUYaa HEYHCTb.

OrierieHeB OT ykaca, sl He MOTJIa BHIMOJIBUTh HU 3BYKA U JIHIIh
B CTpaxe CMOTpesia Ha 3Th 6e3yMHbIe OeJbie I71a3a.

TBapb CHOBa 3axpuriesna:

— Ortpait!..

Sl copBanack ¢ Mecrta 1 modexana BriyOb jieca, He pazoupasi
JOpOTH M HE OCTAHABJIMBAsICh. [IpIXxaHue COMIIOCH, JIETKUE KITIO
oraéM. Koria HakoHell OCTaHOBWJIACh U CMOIJIa TIEPEBECTH [IyX,
TO C y)KacoM TMOHsJIa, YTO OT CTpaxa 3a0pena B camylo yariy,
CJTUIIIKOM JJAJIEKO OT JIEPEBHU ¥ MPUBBIYHBIX TPOIL. . .



CoOpaBIINCh C MBICIISIMU, 5 TTOMBITAJIACH BCIOMHUTD, OTKY/IQ
UMEHHO Oesxasia, bopMoua cede 1o HOC:

— W 4ro MHe noma He cuzenock? Yropasawio xe... Emeé u
TenedoH Ha crose ocraBuia. beuta Obl B ropose — ceituac Obl
JIaxe crarh 0e3 Hero He Jjeral

[Iar 3a maromM, OpueHTHPYSICh MO BEPXYIIIKaM JIePEBbEB, 1 BCE
e BbIOpasiach u3 vaniu. Jlec BbIBeI MEHsI IPIMUKOM K OKpavHe
nepesnu. [Tomus HactaBiienue Touy, 51 IEpBBIM AeI0M 3a0exkana
JIOMOM, 4TOOBI ITOCOBETOBAThCs ¢ OadyIKou. [Tyrath e€ TemM, 4To
TOJIBKO YTO TIPOM3OIIIO, HE CTajla — Y He€ U TaK 3[0POBbE HU K
4EpTY, JIMIIHSS BCTPSICKA HA K YeMy.

— ba, 3aBTpa ke npa3iHuK... — C nopora Hayana s1. — Bce
YTO-TO MAacCTepsIT, TOTOBSAT, a 51 BpPOjIe Kak dyxasi TyT. UYTo MHe
MOXHO c/iefiaTh UM B Tioiapok? babymika yiaplOHysIach ¥ OTIIO-
KWJIA [IATHE:

— Cnenaii u3 6yc yKkpailieHue, BHyYeHbKa. [lymaio, UM mo-
HPaBUTCS.

— Crnacu6o, 6a0ynn! S1 oOHsMa e€ u yxe modexana K ce-
Oe B KOMHaTy, Kak 0a0yIKa OKJIMKHYJIA MEHsI Y CaMOW JIBEPH:
— Tacp! Tbl TONBKO POTOBOPH 3arOBOP, MOKA JeNaTh OyJelllb.
O06s13aTeNIbHO CKAKU: «Bbio, wwvto u macmepro na eonio éauty, He
3/10Cb, He Kpuuy U He MOHY 6 cmpaxe eauiem. «/lapro nooapku
amu eéam — Tax He mponwvme depegrio cunoli eauteti! » — VHTe-
PECHBII 3aroBOp. .. — 3alyMUMBO MpoIlIenTaia s U yoexana K
cebe, MporoBapuBasi 3aroBop, 4ToObl He 3a0bITh. JlocTaB U3 IKa-
TYJIKUA CTAPUHHYIO IPOYHYIO JIECKY ¥ POCCHIITh MECTPHIX OYCHH, 51



CTajla akKKypaTHO HaHU3bIBAaTh UX OJHY 32 JAPYIOil, THXUM IIIENO-
TOM IpOroBapuBasi 0aOyIIKKUHBI cioBa. M3 MequTaTuBHOTO 3a-
HSTHUSI MEHS BBIPBAJ JIETKMM CTYK B OKHO. 3a CTEKJIOM CTOslIa
Maiiika — OHa paJIoCTHO Maxajla MHE PyKOM, 3a3bIBasi BbIUTH Ha
KPBUIBIIO. $1 CHENTHO OT/IOKIIIA HE3aKOHUEHHBIE OYChI, TIOJIOKUB
Ha KpOBaTh, ¥ BhIOEkasia K Hell. MbI 3aKJIIOUWIN JIPYT JIpyra B
TEIJIbIE, KPETIKUe OObATHUS.

— Thl 4TO, pelmia Nogapku s HUX cMacteputh? — Maina
KUBHYJIa B CTOPOHY OKHA MO€I KOMHATBI.

— Ara. Ilogymana, 9to pa3 yX s TYT CTOJIBKO JIeT He ObLa,
HY’KHO MOMBITATLCS K HUM PaCMONIOKUTLCS HA BpPEMS.

— A TBI cama-To Kak? Ilocne Bcero, yto y3Hana? — Maina
B3BOJIHOBAHHO B3s1J1a MEHsI 32 PYKU. S He cTajia TOMUTh MOAPYTY
Y BBUIOKWJIA BCE, YTO MPOU3OLUIO 32 BpeMsl €€ OTCYTCTBHS: U
npo norudiero KosnsiHa, u mpo KyTKyI0 TBapb U3 PeKH, U PO
«Otmaii!».

— Ox, 6ema-6ena, Tack... — nmpoOopmotana Maina, BbICITY-
11aB MeHs. S ycrano cena Ha JA€pEBSIHHbBIE CTYIEHU KPbUIbLIA U
oOxBaTuia KOJIeH! pykamu: — Maill, 51 ocjie mpas3aHuKa yemdy.

— Ho... — { Bc€ pemmmiia, nonpyra. He xouy 31ech ocraBarh-
cs1. Panbinie 310 MecTo OBUTO 1711 MEHSI 9yBCTBOM O€30IacHOCTH,
6e33200THOCTH 1 yTelleHusl. A Tenepb uto? TBapu 9TH, HEUHCTB,
IJ1a3a POKJIAThIe U3 BOpI. .. Jltogu ruOHyT! Her, Marm, s tak
HE CMOTY.

Mara noHMmaroile KMBHYJA U TIpUcesia psaoM, OOHSIB MeHS
32 IJIeYH:



— Hy, Ha 10 Bos4 TBOA. OHO U K sy4dlemy, HaBepHoe. Mbl-
TO C TAlJAHAMH TYT C JIETCTBA MPUBBIKJIH, a JJIs1 TeOsI 9TO TUKHUIA
oK. Tak 4To TeOs ToXke MOKHO MOHST.

Paccrpoennass Maria nogHsiiach U yxe codpanach yXOOUTb,
KaK § OKJIMKHYJIa €€ BCJIE/:

— MpI ceromHsi ¢ pedATaMU JOTOBOPHIIICH BCTPETUTHCS.
[Tpun€un?

— Kyna x s neHych, — BblgaBuiia (hajblIMBYIO YIBIOKY H,
HECIIEITHO nepedrpasi HoraMu, oopesa K KaJuTKe.

BepHyBIIch B KOMHATY, 51 POAOIKIJIA TUIECTH YK pAIlleHHe.
BycHHKH JIOKWIIMCH OfTHA 32 JPYTOM, a B TOJIOBE IIIJTa HEMPEPHIB-
Has BOWHA JIByX MBIC/IEH. «A eci ¢ HUIMU YTO-HUOYAb CITyUYUT-
cs1, a MeHs1 He Oynet pssnom? Hy Her, 51 He MOry IpoCTo Tak cOe-
katb. Hy)HO co BceM pa3oOparbcsi!» — TBEpAWII OOUH TOJIOC.
«Jla Hy... PaHblne xe oHM Kak-To Xuiam 6e3 1eds1, U BCE ObUIO
HopMaJsibHO! Bee jxuBbI-310poBHI. .. Hy... moutn», — Bo3paxain
BTOpOil. K TOMy MOMeHTY, Kak mocieiHsisi OycuHa 3aKperuiach
Ha JiecKe, TIPUIIUIO BpeMs UATH Ha BCTpeuy ¢ pedstamu. Korga
MBI BCTPETUIIUCD, TO YCEJUCh Ha CTapyIo AEPEBSHHYIO CKAMEUKY
B CaMOM IIeHTpe JepeBHU. 1 cMUHaIa B MajibliaX Kpal KOThI,
HE 3Has1, KaK MOJCTYIUThCS K TeMe CBOero oThe3na. M3 Beex pe-
64T 00 9TOM 3HaJIa MMOKa TOJBKO Mara.

— Pe0s#r... PasroBop ectb, — Tuxo Havana s1. Bce Tyt xke
MOBEPHY/IUCHh KO MHe. JIuis Mara oTBepHyiach, yCTaBUBIIUCDH
Ky/Ia-TO B 3aKaTHYIO [IaJib.

— 4 mocne mpa3gHKKa ye3xai oOpaTHO B ropof. Pedsita Tyt



e HarlepeOOol HavasIu 3a/1aBaTh BOITPOCHI, a MHUIITKa HEJJOBOJIEHO
B3MAaXHYJI PyKaMHu:

— 31! Thl ke oberana Ha TpU MecsIa puexarh! — KPUKHYJ
OH, BCEM BUJIOM BbIpaxasi POTECT.

— 4l cama He xouy ye3:xath, npasja. .. Ho g He cmory. 4 npo-
CTO HE CMOTY CMMPUTBCS € TeM, 4TO 31ech npoucxonut! Jlonn
T'MOHYT, TBAPU 3T CIIOKOMHO OPOISAT MO OKPYyre, U BCe JesaioT
BUJI, OY/ITO TaK U JIOJKHO OBITh. DTO € HEHOPMAJIHHO!

— Tack, — msarko niepeowt MmeHs1 Toss 1 iepeBEN B3I Ha
OCTaJIbHBIX. — PebsT, mycTh efieT.

4 ¢ rmyGokuM 4yBCTBOM OJ1arofapHoCcTv ocMoTpesna Ha To-
mo. CriopuTh HUKTO Oosbliie He cTai. Jlo caMoro 3akara Mbl Ipo-
CTO CHJEM Ha CKaMelKe, BCTIOMHUHAsI CTapble J0Opble BpeMeHa
¥ Haie 6e33a00THOE JIETCTBO, a MOCIIe Pa3OILIACh IO JOMaM —
TOTOBHUTHLCS K 3aBTpaliHeMy npa3aHuky. Koraa s BepHynacsk, 6a-
OyJ1s1 BCE eré Korommaack Ha KyxHe. OHa ellg He 3Hajla O MOEM
petienun. — balyb. ..

— Jla, Mos1 30710Tas1? — OTKJIMKHYJIACh OHA, HE OTPBIBASICh OT
Jell.

— 41 pemmna yexarp 10MOM.

— W3-3a HeuncTu npokIsTon? — 6adyIlka THXO B3IOXHYIA
Y TIOBEPHYJIACh KO MHE.

— Ha. {1 Buky Bc€ 310, oliyian BceMu (puOpaMu Iy STOT
CTpax U HalpsiKEHUE. .. Sl TPOCTO HE BBIIEPXKY.

— 41 nonumaro, BHyua, — 0alyIKa MojoIIA U JIACKOBO I0-
Iaguia MeHs Mo ruiedy. — Sl 3aBTpa ke IMO3BOHIO TBOUM PO-



JUTENSIM, M cpa3y Moefellb. A cefiyac Uau OTAOXHU, MPUBEAU
MBICJIM B IOPSIAOK. A MOXET. .. elI€ U nepegymaenis. S nporuia
K cebe B KOMHATY M, YCTaJIO OIMYyCTUBIIMCh HAa KPOBATh, CKaja
BHCKM JIQJIOHAMU. MBICIIM HE JaBaJIU MOKOS. — MOXET, CTOUT
ocratbca? Jlopu ke xkuByT 31€ech. .. 1 1 cmory. [locrapatocsk 3a-
KPBITh IVIa3a Ha HeYuCThb. [IpuBBIKHY... S W30 BCeX CWJI IbITA-
Jack yoenuTh cebs1, 9To BCE He Tak cTparrHo. Yto co BpeMeHem
CTpax OTCTYIHUT, a )XU3Hb BOMIET B MPUBBIYHOE pyciio. CoBceM
HE XOTeJIOCh ye3KaTh OT Jipy3ei 1 0a0yau. CTONBKO JIeT Mbl ObLIH
B pasilyKe, a Tenepb, KOrja HaKOHELl CHOBA HAIIUIA JAPYr Apyra,
OpOCUTDb BCE M yexaTh Ka3aaoch MpeaaTeabcTBOM. Sl mpoaommka-
JIa CTIOPUTH cama ¢ COOOM, LETUISSICh 3 KaXkIyI0 MbIC/Ib, KOTOpast
MorJa Obl 3aCTaBUTh MeHsI ocTaThesl. Ho ycTanocTs mocteneHHo
Opasna Bepx. Bekn HaMMIMCh TSKECTHIO, MBICTIM CTAHOBIITUCH BCE
THILIE, & COBHAHUE MEJIEHHO YCKOJIB3AJIO.

Kak ToJpKO 51 ycHYna, MHE TPUCHUWIICS CTPAHHBIM COH. S1 cTOS-
J1a mocpeau rycroro jieca. Ho 3To ObUT He TOT Jiec, KOTOPbIiA 3Ha-
na. OH ObUT Y€pHBIM. UEPHBIE CTBOJTBI IEPEBLEB YXOIMITH BHICOKO
B He0O, a BMECTO OOBIYHBIX JIUCTHEB HA BETKAX BUCENN TEMHBIE,
IIOYTH YTrOJIbHBIE JUCThA. HEKOTOpbIE M3 HUX IBUIATIM U3HYTPU
6arpoBbIM OTHEM, HO MOYEMY-TO He cropaysiv. OHU MeJIeHHO
IIEBEJIIIIHCH, XOTS BeTpa He Obuto. BOKpyr cTosina Takas TUIIM-
Ha, YTO HE CIIbIIANA COOCTBEHHOE JpixaHue. OTsIHYBIIMCD, 3a-
MeTusa 4to He Obuto Hu Joporu. Hu moneit. Hu equnoro npu-
3HaKa TOTO, YTO 3/IECh KOrJa-HUOY/Ib CTYIaIa YeloBeYecKasi HO-
ra. I torga g yBunena ero. B camoii ryiie Jjieca cTosijia OrpOMHast



TBapb. CHavuasia gaxe He MOHsIIa, YTO Mepeo MHOW BOOOIIIE KH-
Boe cymecTBO. OHO OBUIO CIMIIIKOM BBICOKMM ¥ HETIPOIIOPITHO-
HaJIbHBIM. JIJIMHHBIE, MACCUBHBIE PYKH MOYTH KACATIHUCh 3EMIIU.
Bcé€ ero 1esio ObUI0 MOKPHITO TTYOOKMMHU LAPATMHAMU U CTapbl-
MU paHaMU, CJIOBHO OHO TOfIaMH IMPOOUPAIOCH CKBO3b KOIOYUIA
JIeC WM ¢ KeM-TO OT4YastHHO Ooposiock. Ho crpamaee Beero Obl-
7 ra3a. OHu ObUTK HeuesloBedeckuMu. M cMoTpesnu npsiMo Ha
meHs1. He mopras. He orBoas B3misiga. Ho kak Tosibko XoTtena
clienaTh 1ar Ha3aJl, HOrU CJIOBHO MPUPOCIIH K 3emuie. TBapb Mej-
JIEHHO HaKJIOHWJIa royioBy. U 51 BniepBbie yBuzena e€ pot. OH ObL1
OrpoMHbIM. CJIMIIIKOM OIPOMHBIM JIS1 YEJIOBEUECKOTO JIIa —
OH PACTATMBAJICS MOYTH HA BCIO MOpAY. Sl MOYyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak
BHYTPU BCE CKAJIOCh.

— Kro TH?. ..

TBapp He oTBeTwiIa. OHA MPOCTO MPOJOIKAIA CMOTPETh. A
MOTOM cJiesiajia mar. 3emiisl oJ, MOMMU Horamu Jporuyia. Eme
mar. f nomneiTasiack 3aKpuyarh, HO rojioc nponaj. TBaph OCTaHO-
BIJIACh COBceM Onmm3ko. U yke Morna pasmisiieT Kaxaylo paHy
Ha e€ Tesie. M BApyr oHa 3aroBopuiia. ['ooc ObUT HUBKUM, XPHII-
JIbIM ¥ KAKMM-TO HEBO3MOkHBIM. Kazasnochk, 6ynTo omHOBpeMeH-
HO HIENTaIN AECSATKHU TOJI0COB.

— Tol Bc€-Taku npunuia. . .

— Kyna?

TBapp MeIJIEHHO pacKpbLla POT.

— Jlomoi.

Sl modyBCTBOBaJA, KaK THICAYM MypalleK MPOLLIHA 110 MOEMY



Tesy. MenneHHO oOepHY/Iach, YBUENa MEXIY JIEPEBbsIMU Ma-
JIeHbKUT iepeBsiHHBIN 1oM. ToT cambiit. BaOymikun nom. Tombko
Tenepb OH CTOSUT ocpeny Y€pHOro Jieca. OKHa ObUTM TEMHBIMHU.
JlBepp pacriaxHyTa. A Ha MOpOre KTo-To CTOsUL. $1 mpuiypuiiach,
pas3misAbIBasi TEMHbIM CHIIYST .

— babymka?..

durypa meaneHHO nonHsIa rojgoBy. Ho 310 Oblia He oHa.
Bmecro nmiia y cyiectBa Oblia 0OfiHa CIUIONIHAS YEPHAs IyCTOTA.
S1 oTmiaTHyIach M CHOBA MOCMOTpeNia Ha TBapb. OHa yIIbIOaach.

— Thl OcTaBMIIA €€ TaM, — IPOLLIEITajla OHA.

— Koro?..

TBapb HaKJIOHWJIACh KO MHE TaK OJIU3KO, YTO 51 TIOYYBCTBOBAIA
Ha JIMIE €€ XOJIOJHOE JIbIXaHUe.

— Ty, xoTropas 3Hana, 4TO THI NPUAEIIID.

4l xoTesa cupoCUTh, UTO ITO 3HAYMT.

Ho Bapyr ycnbimana 6adymkus ronoc. CoBceM psiioM.

— berwu. ..

51 pe3ko obepHyach.

— babymka?!

['onoc noBTOpuIICH, yxe rpoMye:

— beru, Tacs!

W B 3TOT MOMEHT YEpHBIE JTUCThsI HAJlT MOEU TOJIOBOW BCIIbIX-
Hyu. Bes yaia oxuna. I3 TeMHOTBI Ha4aIu JOHOCUTBCS HIary.
Opun. pyroiu. Tperuii. Cothu maroB. KTo-To npubmkaiics co
BCEX CTOpOH. TBapb 32 Moeil CIMHOM BAPYr paccMmestiach. U s
pBaHynach Brepén. bexana, He pa3oupas 10poru, Herisisch 3a



BETKM, Tajasi U CHOBa nojHuMasicb. Ho jiec He 3akaH4MBaJICS.
Hao6oport. [lepeBbsi CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE BHIIIE, TEMHEE U TUIOTHEE.
A 3a cnuHOM 4 cablana e€. Tsokenple maru. OHa He TOPOIUJIach.
Oma Kak- OyaTo 3HauIa, 4To s BCE paBHO He yoery. fl cnoTkHyIach
U ynana Ha 3emno. [lepeno MHo j1exarno uro-To Onecrsiee. S
MPOTSIHYJIa PYKY Y TOIHsUIA TTpeAMeT. DTo Oblla MaJleHbKas CTa-
pasi iepeBsiHHasl MIKOHKA. Ta camasi, KOTOpyIo 1 MHOTO pa3 BUjIe-
na 'y 6a0ymku. Ho Ha e€ oOpaTHOi CTOpoHe ObLIIH BhIIIApaTiaHbl
cioBa: «He mo3Bosnsiii eMy y3HaTh TBOE UMSI».

A nonHsana rasa. Teapse yxe crosuia nepeno MHon. CoBcem
6nmu3ko. OHa Me/IJIeHHO TIPOTSIHYJIA KO MHE CBOIO JUIMHHYIO PYKY.
N npomentana:

— 4 yxe 3Ha.

S mpocHynack ¢ kpukoM. Cesna Ha KpOBaT M HECKOJIBKO Ce-
KyH]] He MOIJIa MOHATh, Tie HaxoXych. Cepjlie OeleHo KoJo-
Triiock. Komnata Obuta TEMHOM. S Tskeno pliana U MblTanach
yOenuThb cebs1, 9To 3TO ObLI BCETro JIMIb COH. Beero yuiib Koi-
Map. Ho motom si mouyBCTBOBaIa YTO-TO XOJIOJHOE Y ceOsl B Jia-
JoHu. Sl MenyieHHO packpbuia naiblibl. M 3amepna. Ha moen na-
JIOHU JIe)Kaa MaJeHbKUid 4E€pHBIN JUCcT. OH ObUT O00XKEH TIO
KpasaMm. 1 ot Hero naxJso ApiMoM. Sl BCKOumIIa ¢ KpoBatu. 3a OK-
HOM YTO-TO THXO MPOLIEJIECTENO0. A MTOTOM TPHK/BI MOCTYYasio
B cTekJ0. S 3acTtbuia. W ycblinana 3a OKHOM TUXUU HIENOT:

— Tacs4...












I'1aBa yeTBepTasn

Hoarn

4l He pemanach NMOJOMTH M BBIIAHYTH B OKHO. HO 4TO-TO
BHYTPH OYyTO NOATAJIKUBAJIO MEHs K HeMy. 1 06XBaTUB pyKkamu
KOJIEHH, CTaJIa HEPBHO IMOKAYMBATHCS, ITBITASICh YCIIOKOUTD CEOs1.

— 910 BCE HEMpaBa. .. DTO He MPaBJa. ..

Sl moBTOpSIA 3TH CIIOBA CHOBA U CHOBA, CJIOBHO €CJIU IIPOU3HE-
Cy MX JJOCTaTOYHO MHOI'O pa3, OHU JEWCTBUTEJIBHO CTaHYT ITPaB-
noi. B komHare crano Tuxo. CaumkoM tuxo. $1 yxe mouru yoe-
auia ce0s1, YTO MHE BCE 9TO MPUCHUIIOCH, KaK BAPYT CHOBA YCIIbI-
masna rojoc. Ha stor pa3 on Obi1 Hactoitumsee. ['pydee. U ro-
pazzio omke.

— Tacs4...

A nepecrana gpimars. OH Ha3Ban MeHs 1o uMeHu. U g men-
JICHHO NOAHAA rojoBy. HeckosbKo CeKyH1 IPOCTO CUena, Iis-
I B CTOpOHY OKHa. IToTom rosnoc cHoBa MOBTOpPUJICS:

— Tacs4...

MenyeHHO BcTaB ¢ KpoBaTh. Horm pe3ko 3akOHYMIIMCH, Tak
CWJIBHO, 4UTO £ €/1Ba YyBCTBOBAJIA 110J HUMHU NOJ1. KakJpIi mar K
OKHY OTJABaJICA I'YJIKAM CTYKOM IJe-TO BHYTpH rpyau. U ocra-
HOBUJIACh Iepe]l 3aHaBecKkou. Pyka 3aBucna B Bo3ayxe.



— He mano. ..

Cama He 3Hal0, KOMY 3TO CKa3ana — ceOe WM TOMY, KTO Ha-
XOIWJICA IO Ty CTOPOHY cTekJia. Ho masiblibl BCE k€ KOCHYJIUCH
TKaHu. MeyIeHHO, Jposxallel pyKoil HEMHOTO OTAEPHYJIA LITOP-
Ky. VI MeHs nmpomm6;10 XonoaHeM roToM. [IpsMo 1o MOMM OK-
HOM crosuia (purypa. Beicokas. CMmkoM BbICOKas 115 4eloBe-
ka. OHa cTosiJ1a HEMOJBMKHO, 3aIIPOKUHYB IOJIOBY U [JIss TIPsI-
MO Ha MO€ OKHO. Ha mens. [laxe yepe3 TEMHOE CTEKJIO, 4yB-
CTBOBAJIA STOT B3IsiA. S 3akaia JaioHbI0 POT, YTOOBI HE 3aKPH-
qaTthb. JT0 ObUTa OHAa. Ta camas TBapp U3 cHa. Te e AJTMHHBIE
pyku. To xe usyponoBanHoe teino. Ta ke orpomHas nactb. Ho
Teriephb Bujena e€ He Bo cHe. OHa Obuia 31echk. Bo aBope. B pe-
anpHOCTU. Sl oTmarHynack ot okHa. IlITopka TyT *ke ynana 06-
parHO. HeckonbKo cekyH[I 51 IPOCTO CTOSIA, MPUKABIINACH CITH-
HOM K CTeHe «DTOro He MOXeET ObITh. ..» M cHOBa mocMoTpeJia Ha
okHo. Huuero. Tosnbko TeMHoTa. Y 0cTOpO)KHO Noj1omuia Oivke,
4yTh NPUTIOAHsIA Kpall 3aHaBecku. J[IBop ObLT myct. S BBIIOX-
Hyna. Kak yxe coOmpanack OTONTH, KOT/Ia HAa CTEKJIe MEIJIEHHO
pOCTYNuI ciiell. ByaTo KTo-To MpOBEN NayIbLIEM IO 3arlOTEBIIIE-
My OKHY cHapyxu. OauH pa3. [Torom BTOpoi. A 3aTeM MOsIBU-
Jmch OYKBBI. S1 cMOTpesia Ha HUX, He B CUJIax ToleBenuThes. Ha
CTeKJie OBUIO HAMMCAHO:

— Ortpmaii yto B3g7a!

He Bbinep:xaB yBUIIEHHOTO, 51 33[IBUHYJIA IITOPY U BOEKaia K
6a0ymke B koMmHary. [Ipockouna yepe3 ABepHON MPOEM U, He
pazbupasi Toporu, 3aje3Jia Ha KpoBaTh, MPHKUMasiCh K Oa0yIiike.



OHna B3pOrHy/ia OT HEOXKHUJAHHOCTU, TPOCHINASICh:

— Oxtu MHe! Tacs, Tb1, yTO J16? Hamyrana-to kak! Yro ciy-
YUJIOCh-TO, COH JIyPHOM MpPUBHIENCS !

— J-n... — 3auKHynach 51, Apoxa BceM Teiaom. — [la, Oa-
Oysb. Heunctp yBuziena. . .

Baly1ika npurmogHsIachk Ha JIOKTE, €€ JIUIO B JIYHHOM CBETe
MOKA3aJICS MHE HETTPUBBIYHO CYPOBBIM:

— I'ne Bupena?

—Tawm... 32 OKHOM CTOsJIa, — U KHUBHYJIA B CTOPOHY CBOEHN
KOMHATBHI.

Baly1ka TsoKeso B3JOXHYIa:

— Vy, okosinabie! CoBceM pa3OyieBauch.

Me:xay HaMM MOBUCIIA THETYIIAs TUIIMHA. [ 71e-To Boanu, u3
MOE/ KOMHATBI, BCE €HIE CIIBIIIAICA €Ba YJIOBUMBIA CKPEKET
KOI'TEN MO CTEKJTy.

— He 6oiics1, BHyueHbKa, B JOM OHU He 3aiiayT. B jome moryT
OBITh TOJILKO cJT1a0ble, TaKue Kak JoMOBbie. OHM MOYTH HE Tpora-
10T. JIUIIb TOJIBKO €CIM YTOBOP HApYLIMINb WM NPUYAHULIL UM
3510. BaGy1ika Bcsiuecku mbITajgach MeHsl yCrokouTs. Ho s, v
B [IAaHMKE NIepeBO/is AbIXaHKe, IJIs/ieNa B CTOPOHY KOMHathl. Kak
TOJIBKO HEMHOT'O TPHIILIA B ce0s1, Hauasla CepbE3HBIN Pa3roBoOp €
6a0yIIKO.

— Jla moueMy oHM MeHs1 Tporatot? Yrto s um caenana? [oye-
My MPUXOAAT KO MHE?

— DTOro, BHy4YeHbKa, 51 He 3Ha10. YTo-TO Ha10 M. A BOT 4TO
— HaMm, ITPOCThIM CMEPTHBIM, HE JIaHO 3HaTh.  Jiexkasia, He 3Has,



CTOMT JIX TOBOPHUTH OadyIke o ToM, uto norud nsansa Konsa . U
HaKOHEI], HEYBEepPEHHO APOKAIMM TOHOM, ITPOIIIenTaa;

— ba?

— Ay, Mo# 30J10Tas1, — JIACKOBO OTO3BaJIach OHA.

— A TeOe He CTpalIHo BOOOIIIE. .. TYT HaXOAUThCs? UTo Takue
BELIY TBOPATCA?

Balymika yisiOHynach, €€ pyKka NMPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM TOTIJIa-
JIJ1a MEHS TI0 TOJIOBE:

— Oi1, BHyueHbKa! §1 y TO IpUBBIKJIA 32 CTOJIBKO-TO JieT. [a
TOJIBKO HBIHYE YTO-TO HE JIAAHOE TBOPUTCH. . .

«Kak TyT MOXHO MPUBBIKHYTh, KOT/Ia TBOSI )XM3Hb OYKBAJILHO
CTOUT Ha KOHY?!» — mogaymasia npo ceOsi, 4yBCTBYs, KaK CTpax
CHOBa NoJCTynaeT. PenmB BCE ke 3aliTu U3aJieKa, CIpocua:

— Caymay, a Ts 3Ha1a ga010 Komo? Cocen Haill, KOTOpBI
Ha oTImmMOe Xun?

— 3Hana, KoHeuHo. PaboTsaimumm mMyXukoM ObLI, HE MU J1a
KW TIPWIAYHO . A Kak cBsi3ajicsi ¢ MapycbKoO# 3TOM, Tak U He
npocsixai. To Jib 3amyapuia MO3rU MYKHUKY, TO Jib TPUBOPOXKHU-
Ja... MOXET MOopuy Kakyio HaBesna? DTO MbI BCE CEJIOM TajaeM.
OHa-To npecTaBUiIach yKe Kak JIET IeCATh Ha3ad. A OH BCE XO-
T, ¥ CBeTa OeJI0ro He BUJEI. .. A 4ero BAPYT Thl IIPO HETO CIIPO-
cuia’?

— VYmep oH...

— Oxtun MHe! — Balymika 1skeno B3goxHyaa. — Jonwcs,
6ecToN0Yb.

— Jla Het, 6a0ysb. .. Tyt meno B qpyrom.



Baly1ka mienkHysa BeIKJII0YaTe/ieM HOUHUKA. TYCKIIBIN Kel-
TOBATHIA CBET 31 KOMHaTy. OHa MPUBCTaNa U TSKEIO 00J10-
KOTWJIaCh Ha CIIUHKY KPOBATH, BIJISIABIBASICH B MOE JIUIIO:

— Hy nax? Yo crpsicnock? He xonu BOKpYT /1a OKOJIO.

— Mai ¢ Toneii ryasiu Ha NOJsIHE, KaK YBUJEIU OTIA €ro.
CMoTpuM — ¢ MykHKaM¥ 3eMunio konaiot. Hy, Mbl 1 nogymainuy,
9TO ypokad maxaior... [TomOexanu Onvxke, a TaM... TaM A0S
Kosst GneHbii IeKUT.

— Hy, cepatie y Hero cnabeHbpKOe-TO ObIJIO, TOMHO TiepeOuiia
6a0yIika, BIiepeMeIKy ¢ 3¢BOTOlH. — BOT OT MbsSHKK ¥ HE BbI-
JepxKalo.

— Jla Het, 6a0yJb, THI TOCTyIIai! — 51 3aroBopuia ObICTpee,
cTapasich nepeaTh BECh YKac TOM Haxoaku. — [lepBbiM aenom
Mbl ¢ Tonbkou Toke Tak nmogymanu. Ho 3arem ero oren... oH
NOKa3aJl HaM METKY Ha HEM.

Babyiiky crnoBHo nogdpocusio. COHIMBOCTh MTHOBEHHO Clie-
TEJIA C €€ JINLA;

— Mertka? — €€ roJIoC CTajl HEMPUBBIYHO PE3KKM.

— Ha pyke y Hero Oblia BeIpe3aHHas1 MeTKa. Kakue-To crm-
BOJIBL: TPEYTOJIbHUKU, KPYTH. .. YTO OHM 03HAYAI0T — 5 HE 3HAIO.

Balymika 3ayMulBO OTBeNa B3IV, CKUMas Kpad ofesiia
NoOeJIeBITNMH TAJIbIIAMU, W €/IBa CJIBIIITHO MPOIIeNTaa:

— TloBTopsiercs... Ox, moBTOpsiercs, 6ena.

— Yto0 nosropsiercsi, 6a0ysb? Thl 3HaLIIIb, YTO ITO 32 METKU?
Tel ux Bugena panpie? Ckaxu! Yke ¢ HaopoM HaJIOBUIIA HA
Hee.



— Otyacty — pga... A BOT OTYaCTU MHE U JIO CEHl MOpPbI
Heus3BecTHO. B oOmem, ciymiaid, BHy4a. MHOTO JieT ToMy Hazajl
HEUYHMCThb KaK MPUXOnIa B cEa, TaK U XOJUT, HUKOTO He CTeCHSI-
scb. Jlione Torga rudmno 6e3 cuéry. M xuna 3aeck Benpma. Tpa-
Bbl BCSIKME Bapuiia, Ja JIIOJIEH JIeUnia, U C HEUUCTHIO JIea UMe-
ja. O HUX, OHA MHOT'O 4ero 3Hajia. BOT e B rojioBy M pyxXHYyJIO,
YTO HAJO CBSI3aTh YTOBOP MEXJy HUMU. TpeyroibHUKH — 3TO
3eMJIs JIIOJIEH, a KPyT — 3TO I'PaHUIla, KOTOPYIO HEUHCTh HE CMe-
Jna repexonuTh. Y BOT Kakapli prucoBai cede 3ToT odeper. [a n
MOYTUXJIO KaK-TO.

Ho kak-To pa3 onuH U3 MYKMKOB IUTIOHYJI Ha 3TOT YroBOp,
Jla paccepau HeuyucTh. YIIEN B I1yOb Jieca, 1a AepeBbs 1O BbI-
pyOaut, TprOBI OTOMNTAI, 12 ¥ OPAHHBIMU CJIOBAMH HA HUX KJIH-
kaj. Tak HOYBIO B STOT JIeHb ero u He crayo. Korga oOHapyxu-
JIY, HAIIUTK Ha HEM TMOXOXYI0 METKYy. Bc€ Obl HMUEro, Hy MOBEN
ce0s1 HerooOaroIIe, Kak Thl MOIJIA TIOyMaTh, OTBETHJI 32 CBOE.
Ho Her, mocrie 3Toro Haiia iepeBHs rnepectasia ObITh B CIIOKOM-
crBur. Koro-to u3 JIoMOB Npu3bIBaM K peke, Aa Te TUOH, U
HEBa)XHO ObLJIO — JIeHb Wb HOUb. Koro morim youts 1o cpeib
6enoro qHs. B obmem, soaeii craHoBUIoCh Menblie. M BoT 110-
TOBOPUJIMICH C HEUHCTBIO, [JIs HUX TPA3JHUKH YCTPArBaTh, YTOO
3a7a0pyBaTh: OOPSIBI, PUTYAJIBI, TTOAHOMEeHHUs. Ja 1o yCroKo-
WJIaCh-TO TBAph... A Temneps onsATh. M Beab BCSA JepeBHs 3HAET,
YTO HEJIb3s1 HUYETrO B MX CTOPOHY KJIEBETaTh JAaxe menoTom. [o-
TOMY UYTO OHH BCEr/la HAaC BUJSAT U CJIbIIIAT.

Mo¢€ Teno Obu1o HampsikeHo. MHe ObLJIO ¥ MHTEPECHO, HO U



IIPA 3TOM CTpax Opajl BBEpX.

— W uro nymaems, ba? Kto BuHOBAr B ero cmMeptu?

Babymika Bepa nwiib, noxas rjiedamu, IocMoTpesia B CTOPO-
HY MO€U KOMHATH.

— Jlymaro, 4To He K JOoOpY 3TO BCE... — TUXO OTBETHJIA OHA.

bBaly1ka 3eBHYyIIa, MOTJIauia MeHs 10 MaKyIIIKe:

— VknaneiBaiicsi. YyTb-uyTh, U OyJeT KaK pa3-TaKu BaKHBIN
J€Hb.

— Koneuno, 626, — [1oOpoii Houw.

Yepes HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl TI0 KOMHATE pa3HeciIoch Tuxoe Oa-
OyIIIKMHO coreHune. A 51 BCE MPOAOIKaa JiekKaTh C OTKPHITHIMU
IJ1a3aMU, HANPSKEHHO BCITYIIMBASICh: HE 3aCKPEOET JIM CHOBA 9Ta
HEUKCTb IO OKHY.

Ho 3a crekisiom crosiia rimyxast TuimHa. JIMie CTpekoT cBepy-
KOB HapylIllaJl HOUHOW MOKOM, Ja BETep U3PEAKa IIeBEINJI BETBU
CTapoil sI0JIOHU, OTYEro UX TeHW MEJJIEHHO CKOJIB3WIIU MO CTe-
He. Kakaplil Takoi CHITy3T 3aCTaBJIsll CEp/ille Ha MTHOBEHUE 3a-
MUpaTh. YCHYTSH JIONTO HE TOMy4yasiock. Sl Bopodanack ¢ 60Ky Ha
00K, B3/IparvBasi OT KaxJoro 1mopoxa. Kazanoch, cTout Mue 3a-
KPBITh IJ1a3a — U 32 OKHOM CHOBA IMOSIBUTCS Ta KyTKas Mopra
C OrPOMHOM MacTbi0. MBICIM CMEHsUTM OfIHA JIPYIyio, He AaBas
HU MHUHYTBI TTOKOSl. HEM3BECTHOCTS Iyrajna CUJIbHEE CaMoro 4y-
JIOBUIIIA.

Jlvis Onuske K paccBeTy HeOO 32 OKHOM HayaJslo e/1Ba 3aMETHO
cBetieTh. Houb MeieHHO OTCTynalia, 2 BMECTE C HEil IOHEMHO-
Iy YXOIMJI U CTpax. YCTaJOCTh HAKOHEI B3slJIa BEpX, U I IPOBa-



JIUJIach B TPEBOKHBIN COH.

C Tpynom NPUOTKPBUIA CAUMIIKECS BEKU U HAIllynaja Tese-
(pon. [ocMoTpena Ha Bpems U CTPaAaIbuecKH 3aCTOHAJA:

— Omn, Hy Bcero ceMb yTpa! 3a Kakod MeHSI JEPHYJIO
MPOCHYTHCS B TAKYIO PaHb?..

Ho uyiika cpabotana OpicTpee, 4eM ycresa JOCMOTPETh COH.
W3 kyxHU J1oHeccst O0apbIil rooc 0abyIIKu:

— Tacsa! Beragait! Codbupatbes mopa!

4l mombITasIach MPOKPUYATH B OTBET CBOUM COHHO-OX PUTIIIIAM
T'0JIOCOM, HO MOJTYYUJIOCh CKOPEE MPOCUTIETh:

— Jla BcTaro, BCTalo...

Babyka, kak Bcerja B CBoOeM pernepryape, y:ke BOBCIO IIyp-
maa nocynou. $1 3eas, 3a0pesa Ha KyXHIO.

— He BbIcnianach, musias, Aa? — JIaCKOBO CIIPOCUJIA OHA, HE
OTPHIBASICH OT JIE.

— Vry... — OypKHYJIa ¥ IOTUPAs elll¢ COHHbIE IJ1a3a.

— JlaBaii, Hecu CBOM TOIApOYHBIE OYCHI, J1a OJIeBaiicsl CKopee,
— TOH 6a0YIIKKM BHE3AITHO CTaJl CEPhE3HBIM.

Mens cioBHO ToKOoM yaapuiio. [Tpazaauk! O6psia!

— Ox, Touno! { k coBceMm mpo HUX 3a0bLTa! — MUCKHY/A 5
U IyJield moJieTena oOpaTHO B KOMHATY.

Hauana nmuxopa1ouHo HIapuTh MO BCEM TMOJIKaM U SIIUKAM.

— Jla rae ke onu?! — GopMoTaiia s BCIyX, epeBopaunBas
BCE BBEPX JIHOM.

B HepBHBIX MOMCKaxX HATKHYJACh Ha CTapylo, MOTPENAaHHYIO
KHUTY CKa30K, KOTOopble 0ayIlKa YnTaia MHE B IETCTBE. 3aMep-



JIa Ha CEeKYH/Y, ISl Ha OOJIOKKY.

— Ja... B gercree 4 gymaina, 4yTo BCE 3TO 4yllb... Bopuana
cebe mo Hoc. — AX, BOT ke OHM ! — OyChbl HAKOHEII-TO HAIILIUCh,
3aIyTaBIIIKCh B YTy SIIUKA.

Sl cxBaTHIIa KX B MOKpbIE OT BOJTHEHHSI JIAJIONIKH U rodexasia

Ha KyXHIO.
— Bor, cMoTpu, — npotsiHyna ux Oalyike.
— Kakas Tb1 y MeHs MacTepuial — ropio HoxBajiuja OHa,

pasrsaepiBas ykpauenue. — Hacrosmas kpacora! Hy Beg, Hety
BPEMEHU KOMOIIUTHCS, TIOIUIH.

MBpl BBIIIUTM W3 JIOMa U TIONUIM TIO Tpome. YIUBUTEIbHO, HO
Ha yaune ObUIO TOJHO Hapoay. B BO3myxe CTOsUT paJioCTHBIN
TyJ1, CIBILIAJICS CMEX, U AaXKe OTKYJa-TO JOHOCUJIach My3bIKa. S
CMOTpEJa Mo CTOPOHaM C TMOJHBIM HeAOyMeHueM. BuepamHui
y’Kac, XTOHb U3 peku, sab Konst — Bc€ 310 Kazanoch cenyac
KaKMM-TO CHOM.

— 3Haellb, — TUXO CKa3asa 6adyIiKe, — BOT CMOTPHIIIb HA
BCEX ITHUX JIOJAEH, M HUKOIJA B XU3HU HE CKaXelllb, YTO 3/1eCh
«TaKoe» TBOPUTCH...

BalOy1ika moHMMaroIe yCMeXHYJIach:

— 9710 Ja. A 3a4eM yHBIBaThb-TO, Npasaa xe? Jlogam jgerue
MIEPEKUTH TOJl, 3HAs, YTO Y HUX €CTh YroBop. Mbl 3aHMMaemMcs
CBOMM, a HEYUCTh — CBOUM. Tak 4TO BCEM XOpOILIIO.

4 He 3HaJ)A, YTO OTBETUTH HA 3TO (puIocOPCKOe 3aMeUyaHue.
Kak «Bcem»MozkeT OBITh XOpOIIIO, Koraa oHr youu jisimio Kostio,
U XKHBYT C HEYECThI0 OOK 0 O0K? § mpocTo 3amonyana u craia



HaOJTI0/IaTh 32 BECENANIUMUCS JIIObMU, CTApasiCh HE TyMarh O
110XOM. MUHYT 4epe3 AecATh Mbl TOAHAIMCH HA KPACHUBYIO TOPY,
BO3BBIIIAIONIYIOCS HaJ AepeBHer. MecTo ObLIO yke MOITroTOBIIe-
HO: IOBCIOJly BUCEJIM PA3HOLIBETHBIE YKPALIEHU, [1AXJIO IIPSHO-
cramu. Ha crienmanbHO OTBEAEHHBIE CTOJBI, JIIOAW CKJIAbIBAIIA
CBOU INOAHOIIEHUA. MBI TOXE IMPUIIUIA HE C IIYCTHIMA PYKaAMHU.
Baby1ika BaXHO MMOCTaBWIIa Ha CTOM OOJIBIITYIO, 10 KpaeB HaroJl-
HEHHYIO TAPEJIKY C MUPOraMH U MACOM. I ke, HEMHOrO MOKOJIe-
0aBIINCh, TIONIONIA K CTAPOMY, PACKUIMCTOMY JEPEBY U IOBE-
CHJIa Ha BETKY CBOM OYCHI.

Berep TMXOHBKO packauuBasl MX, 3acTaBiisisi OyCHMHBI Iepe-
JMBaThcsl Ha cofHie. S crosia, MoOysCh TeM, Kak KPacuBO U
HEOOBIYHO 3TO BHITJISIANUT, U BTAHE HAJIESAIACh, UTO «AM»3TO TO-
e ToHpaBUTCA. VI 4T0 «OHM» OCTaBAT HAac B nokoe. [loka Mbl
MOOOBAJIMCH TIOHOIIEHUSIMU, K HaM TOfIONIUTA pedsTa.

— Ilpuger, Tach! Xoporio-To Kak, a? — BOCKJIUKHYJIM OHU
XOPOM.

— [puser, paia Bac BUIETh, — YJIBIOHYJIACH , IyBCTBYS CeOst
HEMHOI'O YBEPEHHEE B MX KOMIIAHUU.

— Bonnyembess? — Jlama 3a00TaMBO Morjaaguia MeHs Mo
CIIMHE.

— Hy... BooO11e HemHOTO. BCE Tak HEMPUBBIYHO U CTPAHHO.

— Taxk TbI Bcé-Taku ye3xaems? He nepegymana? — BKJIMHU-
Jlach B pa3rosop Maiuika.

— Her. 4 yx TouHO BC€ permiia, — oTpe3aa s, 4ToO0bI O0JIb-
111€ HE BO3BPAILATHCA K 3TOU TEME.



Tyt Tonst pe3ko npepBa Halll AUAJIOT, yKa3blBasi PyKOW Ha
TOPU30HT:

— Cwmorpure! Tam Takue Tyuu Baanu... ['po3a, moxoxe, Ha-
MeuJaeTcs.

4 Bcerna mobuna goxab. OH yCroKanBasl MbICTH, TTPUBOIHIT
B UYBCTBA, J1a ¥ MPOCTO MaX CBEXKECTHIO.

— 000, Kak xopolio! — c oberyeHuemM BbIIOXHYA 1. — A
TO 3Ta Kapa yKe 3anajivia Hac, Kak yrojibkoB. B ropoa npueny
— MOAYMAIOT, YTO Ha IUISKaX BCE Bpemsl 3aropajia, — sl ycMeX-
HYJIACh, MBITASICh XOTh KaK-TO Pa3psiUTh OOCTAHOBKY.

— Ha ner, Tacp, 3TO HE €CTh XOPOLIO. YK TOYHO HE B ITOM
ciydae, — XMypo OypkHy;1 Muiiia, KOCSCh Ha PUOJIHKATOITHe-
csl TYYM.

— Ilouyemy xke? Mensble XJI010T, OrOPOAbI OJIMBATh HE HYX-
HO.

TyT K HalleMy pa3roBopy MOAKTIOUMIAch Oa0yIIKa, KOTopast
JIO 3TOrO MOJTYa CTOsIJIa PSJIOM:

— Ilonerue, pedsita. Tacs He 3HaeT BCex ITHX JeTalield ¢ 00-
ps/I0M, — CKa3ajla OHa, U JIPY3bsl, TOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYB, 3aMOJI-
YaJii, 1aBasi cJIoBO OadyIike.

— JleT Tak fecsth y Hac Ha oOpsiz Bceraa Oblia XOpoliasi 1o-
roja, — Havajia oHa, ¥ e€ ToJI0C 3a3BydaJl Kak-TO OCOOEHHO TOP-
’KECTBEHHO M TPeBOKHO. — HauaJio niera, cosHIie ObLIIO IBUTKKMM,
JIACKOBBIM... A Ternepb Ty4d YepHee YEPHOro. ITo SBHO HE K
no6py, BHyueHbka. O, He K 100py. ..

EnBa ona noroBopuia, Kak MUMO Hac MpOIIUIa CTapeHbKas,



COBCEM cMopIIieHHas1 0adyIKa B 3aTpENaHHOM, BBIIIBETIIIEH KO-
cbiHKe. OHa 1U1a, 1apkas HoraMM, U He OTpbIBasiChb CMOTpena
IPSIMO Ha MEHsI CBOMM TYCKJIbIM, KOJIIOYMM B3[IS,I0M. $1 HEBOJIb-
HO noexuiach. Ctapyxa nmpoliia HEMHOTO BIepe]] M BCTaja Io-
OfIaJib OT HAC, HO B3IJIsI[Ia TaK U He yOpasia, MPOIOJIKas MSUTUTh-
Csl Ha MEHS.

— Hy u cTpannas 6a0ysis1, — mporienTana si, KOcsch Ha Heg€.

Jpy3bsi IOCMOTPENIM Ha MEHS C y/IMBJIEHUEM.

— I'me? — BBITHYB OpOBB, C UHTEPECOM Cripocuia Mara.

— Jla BOH K€ CTOUT, PSAOM C BBIXO/IOM, — $1 KUBHYJIA B CTO-
POHY CTapyXHu.

PebsiTa nepernsiHyuch.

— Tacsb, BC€ HOpMaJIbHO ? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocu ToJist, BHU-
MaTesIbHO BCMaTPUBAsCh B MOE JIMLIO.

— Hy na, — s nokana ruieyamu. — A K 4Yemy BbI CIIpaIivBa-
ete? Bon 6abyika crout, 6opmoueT noja Hoc cede. .. Hy odeHb
CTpaHHasl OHa.

— Tack... Tak TaM HMKOIO HETy, — YJMBJIEHHO cKa3aia [la-
mia.

— B cmbicne «Hety»?! Bbl uTO, mrytute Tak?! — s Havasna
37IMTHCS, YyBCTBYS, KAK BHYTPU HapacTaeT maHuka. — f He co-
nuia ¢ yma! § uérko e€ Buxy! OHa BOH Tam cTout!

Kak Tonmpko oTBena B3MIsA OT pedsiT, U CHOBA MOCMOTpENa B
CTOPOHY BBIXOJIa, TaM... HUKOT'O y:ke He Obuto. [Tyctoe mecro.

Baby1ika, 3aMeTHB MO0 OJIeIHOCTh, CHOBA TIOTIBITATIACH MEHS
ycrnokouTb. E€ 1ajoHb Jiersa MHe Ha IJIe40, U B IoJIoce MPO3BY-



YaJii HeTPUBBIYHbIE, CEPbE3HBIE HOTKMU:

— Tace... Tebe emé npencroutr MHoro y3Hatbh. [Toxoxe, Thl
KaK-TO CBsI3aHa C 9TUM MECTOM Kperye, YeM Mbl AyMaiu. Y Me-
Hs1 ObUTM JIOTaKU, HO 51 BCE OTMaxuBajach OT HUX, HE XOTena
BepuTh. .. Ho ceituac comHenuit Het. Jlesio B TOM, YTO JEMCTBU-
TEJIBHO TOJIBKO Thl MOIJIA €€ BUAETH. [JasieKo HE BCEM JaHO Y3peTh
JyXOB HaluX MpeakoB. TONBKO TeM, B KOM KpOBb 0ocodast Te-
YeT... WK KOMY «IIpeIHaYepTaHo». Bo3MOXHO, TeOe MbITaroTCs
OCTaBUTb NMOACKA3Ky. Vnu nmpenocrepe:xeHue. Yk HaBEPHAKA Mbl
9TOrO 3HAThH CEUYaC HE MOKEM.

[Moka 6a0y1ka pacckasbiBajia, 3Ta CropOJieHHas CTapyxa B 3a-
TpENaHHOM KOCBIHKE CHOBA Mpoliia MumMo MeHs. Ho Ha 3ToT pa3
— He IapKas HOramu, a ObICTPBHIM, HEECTECTBEHHBIM IIIaroM.
Cn0BHO CKOJb3HYA TeHBIO. [IopaBHABIIMCH CO MHOM, OHA PE3KO
MOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY, U 51 CHOBA YBUJEJa MMyCThie, KOMOYKeE IJ1a3a.

— OTHAW! — npoH3uTe bHBIIA, CKPEKEITYIIHIA IENOT BOH-
3WJICS1 MHE B YIIIY, 3arj1ylliasi rojaoca JioAen Ha rope.

MeHst B 3TOT MOMEHT ofiepHYyJia Oa0yIlika, Bo3Bpalas B pe-
AJIbHOCTb:

— Tacb... Moxer, Tbl BCE-TaKU OCTaHEIIbCA 3/1€Ch 10 KOHIA
Jera? — B e€ mia3zax 3acrelia MoJib0a. — B03MOXHO, UMEHHO
Thl MOXEIIb YTO-TO U3MEHUTh. B Jydlllyl0 CTOPOHY U3MEHUTb.
st Bcex Hac.

Ho s yxe He crpblnana 6a0yiiky. ['HeB U cTpax, KOMUBIIIME-
cs1 BCE 9TO BpeMs1, BRIPBAIUCH HApPYXKy. S Oosbilie He MOTJIa 3TO
TeprieTs! OOepHYBIIKCH B Ty CTOPOHY, T/I€ TOJIBKO YTO ObLIa CTa-



pyxa, s1 Ha SMOLIMAX BBIKPUKHYJIA Ha BCIO TOpPY:

— JJA YTO OTHATDL-TO BAM?! 1 HUYEI'O HE GPAJIA!
YTO BAM HY’KHO OT MEHA?!

[Tpoxoxwue, Beceso OONTaBIIME MTHOBEHUE Ha3a/l, UCITyTaHHO
3amepiu. JlecATKH 171a3 ycTaBUIUCh Ha MeHsl. My3blka CTHXJIA.
KTo-TO Havyas1 nepenmienTbBaThCs, KOCSCh HA MEHSI C TOAO3PEHU-
eM, a KTO-TO ¥ BOBCE, IMOAXBAaTHUB CBOM IOJHOIIEHUS, CTall T0-
CHEIIHO YXOIUTh. f cTosiIa TSKEso Jbllia, YyBCTBYS, KaK Kpac-
HEeT JIULIO OT CThia U ApOoCcTU. MeHs1 pe3Ko ofepHy/a 3a PyKy
Maina:

— Tacp, Tuxo! Trl yero?! Bee xopoiiio, Mbl psaoM. [Toigem. . .
[No¥igém moroBopuM, — OHa TOTAIIMIA MEHS MPOYb OT JII00O-
MBITHBIX B3JI110B. MBI OTOIILIM HA Mapy METPOB OT JIpy3€eu, MO/
PacCKUIUCTOE IEPEBO.

— ¢1 He NOHMMaI0, YTO OHM OT MEHSI XOTAT! — ropsyo 3aien-
Tasia s Maiie, 4yBCTBYsI, Kak Ha IJla3a HAaBOPAYMBAIOTCS CJIE3bl
oeccunmsl.

— MHe TBepaAT, 4toOs 1 oTHaa Yto-To! Jla uto s nomkHa
OTJIaTh-TO, Yero jaxe B pyku He Opana?! 51 BooOIe 3/1ech Bce-
ro napy nHeut! A y MeHs yxe TpeOyioT uro-To otaath! Houamu
cIiaTh HE JAI0T, BCE KaK OIHO: «OTHan» aa «otdgan»! S He moHu-
Maro, Mam! {4 cxoxy ¢ yma!

— BcriomHu TBOM mocnegHW# ye3a u3 jAepeBHU, — Maia
CMOTpeJia Ha MeHS CEphe3HO M HEMHOTO UCITyraHHO. — [1sTh jieT
Hazaa. Moxer, B3si1a uto uyxoe toraa? CiaydyainHo?

— Jla He Opaya s HU4Yero! — s B OTYAsIHAM B3MaxHyJa py-



Kamu. — Hu TpaBUHKH, HUM KamyllKa, nmoHuMmaenis? Huuero! vV
MEH$ HET HUYEro ux!

— HaBai1 ycriokonmcsi, — Mailia nojoxujia pykd MHE Ha
wieun. — CeropiHs Hy:KHO ObITh crioKoiHOW. Ham Hemnb3s Tpe-
BOXUTbH XTOHb. OOps/1 AOJIKEH MTPOUTUA MUPHO.

— Jla ckopee 3T0 OHM MEHS TPEBOXKAT, a HE s UX! — TOPBKO
YCMEXHYJIACh 51, BBITUPAS CJIE3bI.

Maria Monya nmpuoOHsijIa MeHs1, aBasi MOHSTh, YTO OHA Ha
MOEU CTOpOHE.

— Iloiném Ha putyasn, — THXO CKa3aja OHa.

A Taxeno B3oOXHYyJA:

— O... Hy na. Em€ u putyain. [IpekpacHo.

Msl coOpaiuch B caMoM IIeHTpe JepeBHH. VI ocoOeHHO sip-
KO BCITBIXHYJI OTPOMHBIH, CJIOBHO A0 He0a, KOCTEP, pa3BeIeHHBIH
nocpeau miomaau. Bece Bctaau B OrpOMHBIN KPYT, B3SUTUCH 34
PYKHU, ¥ 110 KOMaH/Ie CTApEUIINHbL U 3aTAHYJIN CTAPUHHBIN, Ts-
T'y4Uid 3aroBop.

Mpl nonum no Kpyry, MEPHO MPUTONBIBAS B TAKT, U COTHU
T'OJIOCOB CJIMJIMCh B €IUHbIIA, BAOPUPYIOIIUIA OTOK:

— Bor gapel BaM, BOT BaM Iup,

Bor neca, u peku, 1 Becb Mup.

Bcé Barie — OTHBLIHE 1 HaBeEKa,

Ilokyna Te4€r no 3emJie peka.

Mzl MUp HECEM B JIAJIOHAX,

[TpocuM HEMHOTO — JIMIIIb [TOKOSI.

[loxkuBeM emE, nokya AbIIIM Mbl BECHOU.



3areM Kpyr cTaj cyKarbcsi. Mbl IOIXOAUIN BCE OJIMKE K Or-
HIO, YyBCTBYS €r0 Kap Ha JIUILAX, U 3arOBOp 3a3By4asl rpoMuYe,
HACTOWYUBEE, CJIOBHO MBI MBITATIMCH MPOOUTHCS] CKBO3b HEBU/IU-
MYIO CTEHY:

— YTroBOp cTapuHHbBIN KPENOK U CBSIT,

Kaxapii1 n3 HaC NOAHOIICHUIO Pal.

[TpumuTe mapel, 3a0epuTe HAIIl CTPax,

[TycTh MUp LIAPUT HA TUX 3eMIISAX !

Obeper KpyromM Mbl 3aMKHYJIU TyTHM,

[1ycTp B J1€C yXOAUT TO, YTO UYK/IO KUBBIM.

CroBO Hallle Kpenko, Kak KaMeHb-BaJIyH,

He Hapymmur ero Hu Myzpell, HY JIryH!

Ha 3agHeM 1uiane HerpoMKO Wrpajia My3bika. Memnonust Obl-
JIa HETIPUBBIYHOW — MEJUIEHHOM, TATYUYel, OyATO MpUITIeIei
U3 T1yOuHbI BeKOB. [1of e€ mpoTsSKHBbIC 3BYKH JKUTENU JIEPEB-
HU OMH 3a APYruM BbeIxoqwiu Briepén. HUKTO He ocMenuBancs
ocraBarbcs o3aau. Kax/1plii NOHUMaI: CTOUT MPOSIBUTh HEYBa-
JKEHWE WM OTKa3aThCsl OT 00psina — 1 Oef1a MPUIET B €ro JIOM.
KT0-TO e1Ba C/BIIIHO MIenTaa MOJIUTBbI, KTO-TO APOKAITUMU I'y-
6amMu TIpOCKIT MOIA/B 17151 ceOs1, CBOMX AeTel, POIHbIX U OIn3-
Kux. B razax He ObUIO HA paIoCTH, HA HAIEK Il — JIUIIIb CTPaxX
Y TIOKOPHOCTh, HAKOIJIEHHBIE MTOKOJICHUSIMU.

My3blka mpoposikajia 3By4arb, 3ariylllasi TUXUE BCXJIMIIBI
u cOuBuMBbIA mENOT. Kazanock, cama JepeBHSI HA HECKOJIBKO
MI'HOBEHMII 3aTaujia AbIXaHWe, 0KUAasi, IPUMET JIM HEUUCTh UX
Japbl ¥ TIO3BOJIUT JIM JIIO/ISIM TIPOKUTD €IIE OMH rof] 6e3 CBOoeH



sspocty. CBET COJNHLIA YK€ COBCEM OJIIM3MIICS K 3aKary, OKpariu-
Basi HeOO B TPEeBOXKHBIE, OarpoBbie ToHa. [1nams kocTpa ruisica-
JI0, OTOpachkiBast JUIMHHbIE, MTyralollie TeH!, KOTOpbIe, Ka3aJloCh,
TSHYJIMCh K HaM U3-3a JepeBbeB. .. HeOo K 3ToMy BpeMeHu yixe
OKOHYATEJIbHO 3aCTeUIOCh OTPOMHOM, HEMPOIJISHONW YePHON
Ty4el, rpo3si BOT-BOT pa3pasuThcs JuBHeM. OOpsi 3aBepIii-
csl, ¥ JIIOIW CTAJIA TOPOIUIMBO cOOMpaTh Belld. 'y roocos mo-
HEMHOT'y CTHXaJl. Mailla HoJo111/1a KO MHe ¥ OCTOPOXHO CITPOCH-
Ja, 3arysAApiBas B Jias3a:

— Hy uto, Tace... Kak TeGe puryan?

A TspKeNno B3OOXHYNA, s Ha JOTOpaloIIvil KOCTep:

— Hy... ouyeHb 1axe Beceso, — B MOEM TIoJIoCe MPOCKOJIb3-
HyJIa TOpbKas ycMemka. — [ 151711 coO CTOPOHBI, U HE CKaXKelllb,
YTO MBI IOEM BCE 3TO BCAKOM HEUEIOBEUECKOU TBAPH, YTOOBI OHA
Hac He coxpaa.

— Thl... THI y’Ke 3aBTpa ye3xaelllb, 1a? — rosoc Maruu apor-
HYJI, ¥ 51 yBUJEJIa, KaK Ha e€ 171a3axX BBICTYNAIOT CJIE3bI.

— K coxaneHuo... WM K c4acTblo, 5 y’Ke U caMa He 3Halo,
— 51 OTBeJIa B3IJIsiI, YyBCTBYS, KaK K rOpJy MOJACTYNAET KOMOK.
— Ho pga. 3aBtpa.

— JlaBaii Toria, OKa COJIHIIE COBCEM HE CTEMHEIIO, COOepeM-
csl ¢ pedsiTaMu? — HIMBITHYB HOCOM, Tpemioxunia Marmma., —
XOTb MOMPOIIAEMCS] HOPMAIBHO. ..

— Camo co00M1, — 51 KUBHYJIa, CTApasiCh JePKAThCA.

MBp1 OBICTPO HAIIUTK OCTAJIbHBIX PEOAT B MOPEEBIIIEH TOJIE 1
BMECTE HAIPaBWJIKCh K HAILIEMY CTapOMy, YKPOMHOMY MECTY Ha



okpauHe fepeBHU. Ceslu Ha MOKOCUBUIYIOCS JEPEBSHHYIO JIaBKY,
CKPBITYIO B TEHM BBICOKOW MBBI. BOKpYT Lapuiia TUIIMHA, TIpe-
pblBaeMasi JIMIIb JaJIEKMMHU packaTamu rpoma. 1 oosena B3riis-
JIOM ApY3€il, C KOTOPbIMU ITPOBEJIA CTOJIBKO JIET B IETCTBE U 3TU
Oe3yMHbIe TIapy JIHei ceituac.

— Hy uro, pe6sTa... Cnacu6o Bam 3a 3Ty KOPOTKYIO, HO «Ta-
KMe» HACBIIIEHHBIE JTHU.

— 3Haii, Tack, Mbl Becerna Tede 3/1ech pajibl, — CEPbE3HO CKa-
3au1 Tons. 3aep:xaB Ha MHE JIACKOBBIU B3IJISII.

MBbI 3aKJIIOUIIM IPYT APyTa B IJIOTHBIE, KPENKUe OObATHS. Y
JIEBYOHOK CHOBA MOJKATUIIN CJIE3bI.

— He 3a0bIBaii Hac! — cJ1e3HO MpolenTana MHE B CAMOE YXO
Maria 1 BIoXuIa MHE B JIAJIOHb CaMOJIENTbHBIN 0Oeper Ha Koxka-
HoM 1mHypKe. — Jlepxu. Ha mamars. M na 3amury. A eme kper-
Ye CckaJsia MoJpyry, YyBCTBYs, KaK y caMO HAYMHAET IUIATh B
HOCY.

— Hy BcE, pedsr... [ em€ npueny. O6s13aTenbHO puey !

PebsiTa cTanm MesIeHHO pacXOMUThCS IO JIOMaM, OIJIsi/IbIBa-
SCh M Maxasl MHE pyKamH.

Korpa s 3aimuia B 1oM ObUIO TUXO M KaK-TO rHeTyIe. baOyika
cHjesna OKOJIO MeYr Ha HU3KOM Tabypere, 0OXBATUB TOJIOBY PY-
Kamu. E€ rieun menko apoxainy.

— 4 noma, 6a! — mo3BauIa 1 ¢ mopora, HO, pa3rIIsAAeB e€ Mo3y,
OCEKJIACh.

— BaOynb, Te1 yero? Takas paccTpoeHHasl. .. DTO U3-32 MOETO
orbe3na, na’?



babOymika nopHsia Ha MeHst uno. OrnevaneHHbId, 3apeBaH-
HBIM B3[JISJI, IOKPACHEBIIME IJ1a3a, MO JIMIY pa3Ma3aHbl CJIE3bl.
Ona BHIIVISIZIENAa TAKOM CTapod M OECIIOMOINHOM, YTO y MeHS
CepALIe CKaIOCh.

— Ocranace. .. Konb 01Ha Tel y MEHS TENEPD, — MTPOXPUIIETIA
OHa COPBAHHBIM TOJIOCOM. — A 'y Tebs. ..

— Hy 4ero b1, 6a0ysb? — 51 pacTepsiHHO cejla PsAJOM C Hel
Ha Kpail CTaporo I1BaHa, JACKOBO IMPUIOIHUMAs €€ 3a IUIEYH.
— 41 xe ckazana: { emi€ npueny! Ckopo npueny, BOT yBUIUIIb!

Baby1ika mocMoTpesna Ha MeHsl, ¥ B €€ I71a3aX MEeJIbKHYJIO YTO-
TO TaKOE, OT Yero MHE CTaJIO MO-HACTOSIEMY CTPALIHO.

— Thl 1 He yenenb oKa YTo, BHYUYEHbKA. ..

— 210 eni€ noyeMy? — A UCKpPEHHe ynuMBWiIach. — ba, y
MEHsI yXke Bce CyMKH COOpaHBbl, BOH, Y IBEpH CTOST! MBI ke BCE
oOcynumu, Tl cama odemana! Jla u poquTenu yxe B Kypce, KIyT
MEHH. ..

— Popurenu... — BaOymika BApYr HaB3pbI 3aIuiakaia, 3a-
KpbIBas JMLO pykamu. E€ 3arpscio B HACTOAIIEW HMCTEPUKE.
CKBO3b pbIJAHUS OHA MBITATACH BBIIABUTH U3 ce0s1 CIIOBA, KOTO-
pbl€ 51 HUKaK HE MOIJIa OCMBICIIUTB:

— Bama... Bama kBaptupa... Ona cropena, Tacs! Ponure-
neid. .. ux 6ospire Het! [Toka Te crianu, 1a 3aI0XHYJIHUCh. .. yrap-
HbIM razom. Hety ux 6omnbine, Tacenbka! ['ope-To kakoe, rocro-
!

Mup BOKpYr MeHsl KaUHYJICSl M HauyaJl MeJUIEHHO PYILLIUThCS.
CnoBa 6a0yIIKy ONETAH CJIOBHO CKBO3b TOJICTHINA CJIOM BOJIBL.



«KBaprtupa cropena. Pogureneii 6omnbiiie HeT». Mo3r OTKa3bl-
BaJICsI IPUHUMATh Ty UHMOpMAIHIO, OJIOKUpYs e€. 51 3acThiia B
IIIOKOBOM OLIETIEHEHUM. BHYTpH BAPYT CTaj0 MyCTO U XOJIOIHO,
CJIOBHO BBIKIIM BCE skxuBoe. He ObUI0 HU cJie3, HM KPUKA, TOJIBKO
9TOT JIEASHOW, MapaJIM3YIOIIMIA yKac. Sl cMOoTpea Ha MIavyIiyio
6a0ymky u Oyaro He Buzena e€. [lepen rima3zamu crosyia Mama,
ynbioatommasicss Mama. .. Yl mamna, Bopyanuii Ha TeeBu3op. . .

— A TaKk Kak Te0e BCero mecTHaaIarh, — Mpojaosikaia Oa-
OyIIIKa CKBO3b PhIJAHUs, — U OCTAJIACh TOJIBKO 51 y TeOs. .. One-
Ka joBeput MHe Teds1. Trl 31ech ocTaHenibes1, co MHOU. E€ cro-
Ba, HAKOHEIl, IPOOHJIMCh CKBO3b TIeJIEHY OlCTICHEHHM S, BbI3bIBasI
JUKYI0, OTYASIHHYIO PEAKIMI0 OTPULIAHUS.

— Tl Bp€lib! — BBIKpUKHYJIA 51, BCKaKUBas ¢ quBaHa. ['onoc
copBaJicsl Ha BU3r. — Tbl BcE Bpémb! D10 HenpaBaa! Henpasna!
DTOro He MOXET ObITh!

U yOexana B CBOIO KOMHATY, 3aXJIOITHYB IBEPbMHU, 32TMBAsICh
TOPbKUMU, TOPSTYMMU CIIE3AMHU.

— Her... Her, He MoxeT ObITh. .. 9T0 Bcé con! [IpocTo Kori-
MapHbil coH! Hazio npocHyThcst! —

4l crana nuxopaao4yHo mUnaTh ceds 3a pyKH, 3a HOTH, J10 OO-
7 KycaTb ryosl. T€pra nuio, Haiesch, 4TO BOT Ceuac OTKPOIo
71a3a, ¥ Bc€ OyJeT XOpoIIo: 51 B CBOSH KOMHATE B TOPOJIe, PO/IH-
TEJIM Ha KyXHE, a JEPEBHS CO CBOEU HEYMCTHIO — IPOCTO 1y pHOU
coH. Ho 60sb Obita Hactosimeit. U cnessl Obutn Hactosimumu. U
THIIIMHA 32 JIBEPbIO, NpephiBacMast JIMIIb BCXJIUMaMU OaOyIIKH,
Obi1a Hacrosmed. C QUKIUM KPUKOM S TIPHHSIACH COPACHIBATH



BCE, UTO MOMNAAANIOCh 1o pyky. ®ororpacuu, KHUTH, Ba3bl —
BCE C TPOXOTOM JIETENIO Ha T0JI, pa30MBasCh Ha MEJKHE OCKOJI-
k1. Komox gpoxan oT ynapoB, a KOMHATa HallOJIHAIACh 3BOHOM
CTEKJIa U MOMMHU OTYASIHHBIMU PblJAHUSMHU.

— Her!.. Mamal!.. [1ana!..

U pyxHyna Ha KoeHH, 3axJEObBasich cne3amu. [locne ponro-
ro, U3MATHIBAIOINETO IJ1a4a, KOrJa cjie3 OoJblle He OCTaNIOCh, a
BHYTpPH OT OOJIM BBIKIJIO BCE JI0T/IAa, B KOMHATY THXO 3alllia Oa-
Oymika. B pyke oHa fepikasia cTakaH ¢ MyTHOW KUAKOCTBIO.

— 4 yx HaxneOanach HACTOMKM TpaBsiHOW. .. CHJI HET HUKa-
KHX, — TUXO CKa3aJsla oHa, — VM Tebe BoT npuHecia.Beineit, mu-
nas. Jlerue craHer.

4l 3anpeIrHy/Ia Ha KPOBaTh, U OTBEPHYJIACH K CTEHE, HE B CUJIAX
JaKe TOIIEBEIUTHCA.

— He Oyny...

— Hy’XHO BBINUTH, — MSTKO, HO HACTOWYHMBO MOBTOpHIIA Oa-
Oymka. OHa akKypaTHO MPUIOIHSIA MOIO TOJIOBY W TOTHECA
CTaKaH K ry0am.

CaenaB HECKOJIBKO IJIOTKOB TOPBKOW, MAaxXHYUIEW TpaBaMU
*kuakoctu. babymika nana MHe 3anuth Bogoil. Hacroiika cpado-
TaJla OYTA MIHOBEHHO. BeKy HaIUIMCh TSAKECThIO, MBIC/IU CTa-
JIM TyTaThCs, U IIa3a IPOTUB MOEU BOJIM CTAIM MEIJIEHHO 3a-
KpbiBathest. [locnenaum, 9to 51 yBuzena, ObuIo onevyaaeHHOe Ju-
110 6a0yIIIKK B TYCKJIOM CBETe HOYHMKA, a MOCJIe TPOBAIMIACH B
TTyOOKHM, TSKEJIBI COH, B KOTOPOM He OBUIO HU ITOKapoB, HU
HeYncTy, HU 00mu. .. TosbKo ¢



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.
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