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JloOeeBa A.

Conénniii 30B / A. JlobeeBa — «ABTOp», 2026

Menvcca 6eXUT Ha yeAMHEHHBIA CPeIM3eMHOMOPCKHUI OCTPOB, YTOOBI 3a0BITh O
pa3BoIe U O JKEHIIMHE, KOTOpasi ero MOJACTPOMIa, — KPECTHOM OBIBIIIETO MYKa,
OenoBoiocor Banepun, ubs jieAsHast JI0O00Bb K KPECTHUKY HE 3HAET I'PaHMIL.
Mope, 6enoe OyHrajo 1 THIIIMHA oOelanT uciiejeHre. Ho B mepBhIii ke Beuep Ha
IYCTBIHHOM ILJISDKE TOSIBIISIETCST AJIeKC — MY’KUMHA C TJ1a3aMHM 1IBeTa aKBaMapyHa.
KypOopTHBI poMaH BCIBIXUBAET CTPEMUTENIBHO M UyBCTBEHHO, BOT TOJIBKO AJIEKC
HeE TOT, KeM KaxeTcs. OH He JesioBek. M oH BhIOpan MeJuccy He Ha OAMH OTITYCK,
a HaBceraa. Korya o Hoyam Ha NOJIOKOHHUKE TIOSIBIISIIOTCS BJIAXKHbIE PAKOBUHBI,

a KoXka B JIYHHOM CBeTe HauMHaeT OTIMBATh Yellyei, Meucca NOHUMAET:
JpEBHUE JIETEH/IbI O JIETSIX MOPS1 — He BbIMbICeN. W efi mpuaeTcs permTh,
OCTaThCs JIM KEPTBOM WIIM IIPUHSITD MYTAIOIIYI0 CHUJTY, 1aXe €CJIU JIJIs1 9TOro HYKHO
niepectath ObITh YeoBeKOM. «CONEHBIN 30B» — MUCTUYECKUI TpUJUIEP O JII0OBH,
npeaaTe/IbCTBe U Oe3He, KOTOpasi BCeraa K AET TeX, KTO CJMIIKOM JIOJT0 CMOTpPEI B

BOMY.

© JlobGeesa A., 2026
© Astop, 2026
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A. Jlo6eeBa. «CONEHBIN 30B»

Apuna JlooeeBa
CoJaéHbll 30B

I'maBa 1. beJast TeHb.

CaMOn€T KOCHYJCSI B3JIETHOM TOJIOCHI C TEM OCOOCHHBIM, ITyXHMM TYJIOM, KOTOpBHI BCeraa
KaxeTrcs Mencce 3ByKOM OKOHYaTeNIbHOTO ipuroBopa. [llaccu yaapumuck o 6€ToH, Iie-To B XBOCTe
32aIIOAMPOBAJIA HEOTBITHBIE TYPHCTHI, @ OHA JIMIIb CUJIbHEE BKaJach B KPECIo, TS B WUTIOMUHA-
TOp Ha JpoXalee MapeBo Haj acanbtoM. [IBaguars narh j1er. Eil qBaanars nsth, a OHa 9yBCTBYET
ceOs1 Tak, OyATO MPOKUIIA yXKe JIBE KU3HU, U 00e — dyKHe.

Omna nonpasuia BHIOMBIIYIOCS U3 HEOPEKHOIO IMyyKa TEMHYIO IpsAdb U [TyOOKO B3JOXHYJIA,
IBITasiCh COPOCUTS C TIJIEY JIMIIKYIO yCTaocTh nepenéra. CoceHee Kpeciio MmycTOBaJIO, U 3TO ObLIO K
ayumemMy. Eil He X0Tenoch H C KeM T'OBOPHTbH, HE XOTEJIOCh YbIOAThCS U TOANEPKUBATH BEKIUBYIO
Oecezy 0 morojie Ha Kypopre. XO0TeJI0oCh TOJIBKO OJHOIO — TUIIMHBL. TO caMoi, ITyOOKOM, BaTHOM
THIIVHBL, B KOTOPO HE CIIBIIITHO HA OOBHMHEHMIA, HY CIUIETEH, HU COOCTBEHHOTO BHYTPEHHETO roJioca,
6e3 KOHIIA MPOKPYUYHBAIOIIETO OHU U T€ e CIIEHBL.

Asporopt BCTpeTHI e€ IyITHOM BOJHOW 105KHOTO BO3/IyXa, MPOIMMTAHHOTO 3aIaxOM COJISIPKH
¥ 1BeTy1Iero oieanapa. OHa BbIIIUIA U3 3/IaHUSI TEPMHUHAJIA, BOJIOYA 33 COOOI MaJICHPKUI YeMOJaH
Ha KOJIECUKaX — BCE €€ UMYIIECTBO, YMECTUBIIIEECS B PyUHYIO KJaJb. OCTalbHOE OCTAJIOCh TaM, B
MockBe, B KBapTHpe, KOTOPYIO OHa KOTJa-TO CUMTalla CEMEHbIM rHe30M. Terepb 9T0 THe3/10 Mpu-
HaJJIe’kalo IpoIuioMy, 1 Menrcca He B3sila OTTYy/a MOYTH HI4Yero. TONMbKO TOKYMEHTBI, HECKOJIBKO
MOOMMBIX KHUT W IIEIKOBBIN IUIATOK, KOTOPBIM KOTZA-TO MPUHAUIEKAT MaMe, — €IMHCTBEHHAs
Belllb, HE MPOMUTAHHAS JIOKBIO.

TakcucT, OKUIION IpeK ¢ OOBETPEHHBIM JIMLIOM U BHITOPEBIIMMH Ha COJHIIE OpPOBSMH, BCIO
JOpOry YTO-TO PacCKa3blBasl Ha JIOMAHOM aHIIMICKOM, HO Menucca He ciymana. OHa cMoTpena
B OKHO Ha TPOIIBIBAIOIINE MUMO OJIMBKOBBIE POIIM, Oesble KYOMKH JIOMOB C CHHUMH CTaBHSIMH U
OECKOHEUHYI0, OCIIENTUTENIbHO-OMPIO30BYIO0 TIOJIOCY MOpsi Ha ropu3oHTe. Mope. OHa BbIOpajia 3TOT
KPOIIIEYHBI OCTPOB MMEHHO M3-3a Hero. Eil ka3aiock, 4To TONBKO Takas OrpOMHAsI, PAaBHOMYIITHAS
CTHXHMSI CIIOCOOHA MOTJIOTUTD €€ O0JTb, pACTBOPHTH €€ B CBOEH CONEHON Oe3/1He.

Brepsrie oHa yBuaena Mope B miecTh JieT. Pomurenn rpuBe3nu e€ B AHamy, U MaJIeHbKast
Menucca, 3a0exaB 10 KOJIEHO B BOAY, 3aKpHyajia oT Boctopra. Eil ka3zanock, 4To Mope — KHMBOE,
YTO OHO JBIIINT U Pa3roBaprBaeT ¢ Hell MeHHbIM IménoToM. Torma oHa moobemana cede, YTo Koraa-
HUOYb Oyner xuth y Mops. Ho xusHbp pacnopsimiinace uHave. [losiBuiics I'epmaH, a ¢ HUM —
MockBa, cbéMHasi KBapTHpa Ha OKpauHe, OTOM MIIOTeKa, paboTa, OECKOHEUHBIE TUIAHbI, KOTOpbIE
HHKOTJa He cObIBaMch. Mope octanoch aumib (potorpadueil B TesnedoHe U CMyTHHIM BOCIIOMUHA-
HHEM O JIeTCTBE.

ByHraso oka3aioch IMEHHO TaKuM, Kak Ha ¢oTorpadusix B MHTEpPHETe: KPOLIEYHBIM, BbIKpa-
IIEHHBIM B [[BET TOIUIEHOTO MOJIOKA, C FOJyOBbIMHU CTaBHSIMH M KPOIIIEUHOM BepaH/I0¥, YBUTOH OyreH-
BuIMe. OHO CTOsUIO Ha OTIIMOE, B CTOPOHE OT IJIABHOTO KOPITyca OTeJisl, ¥ 9TO ObUIO MPEKPACHO.
Hukakux coceneil, HUKaKMX JIeTeld, BU3KAIUX B OacceiiHe, HUKAKKX Tap, LeTYOIIIXCs Ha [Ie3JI0H-
rax. TonpKo MOpe B JIBaJIIaTH IIarax, crapasi OJIMBa y KpbUIblia M [IMKAabl, 3BEHSIIIME TaK OIJTyIIH-
TEJBHO, YTO 3aKJIaJbIBAJIO YIIIH.

Menucca Opocriia YeMoiaH y opora u, He pa3[ieBasich, BhIIIUIA HA TUISDK. [1ecok ObLT ropstanm,
MIOYTH OOKUTAIOIIMM, HO i 3TO HpaBuiioch. OHa cOpocHiia GOCOHOKKH U TOIIIa OOCUKOM, YyBCTBYS,
KaK MeJIKMe KPYIMHKH BITUBAIOTCS B CTYITHUA. Mope BOJIM3M OKa3asioch eI MpeKpacHee, YeM U3 OKHA
Takcu. OHO OBUIO ITyOOKOT0, candupoBOro IBETa y TOPU30HTA U IPO3PaYHO-M3YMPYAHOTro y Oepera.
BosHBI HaKaTHIBaIIH JICHUBO, HECTIEIITHO, OYATO M MPaB/a JBIIIAIIH.
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Oma cena IpsIMO Ha MIECOK, 0OXBATHJIA KOJIEHW PYKaMHM U BIIEPBBIE 32 JOJT0e BpeMsi TIO3BOJIHIIA
cebe mpocto cMoTpeTh. Hukyna He GexaTh, HIUEro He pemath. [IpocTo ObITh.

— Tl coBepmmia ommoOKy, AeBOUKa, — cKaszaja Banepus. OHa cuiena B Kpecie, 3aKUHYB
HOT'Y Ha HOTY, ¥ €€ royyOble I1a3a CMOTper Ha Menrccy ¢ BhIpaXeHUEM JISISTHOTO PEBOCXO/CTBA.
MuHuaTiopHasi, IOYTH HEBECOMasi, C KOMHOM IJIATUHOBBIX BOJIOC, OHa HanoMuHaja (apdopoByio
KYKJTy, KOTOPYIO 3a4€M-TO HaJIeJIUJIN 1apoM peuur. — Thl ymaia, 4To CMOKellb ero yaepxath? Takoit
MyK4MHa, Kak ['epa, He co3gaH 71 Opaka ¢ MpOCTYIIIKOM.

Menucca cTosiia mocpey roCTUHON MX KBapTUPBI, CKUMasi B pyKe TeJiIepOH ¢ OTKPBITOM mepe-
nckor. OTKpoBeHHble cooOmenus. Pororpaduu, OT KOTOPHIX K TOpJly MOIKaThiBajia TolHoTa. U
noxnuck: «Jlerna». E€ ObiBIIast nompyra.

— D710 He Balle J1e510, — cKa3ajia Menucca torga. ['onoc apoxar, Ho OHa cTapanach JepKaTbCs
MPSIMO.

— Mo¢, — Basiepus ynbiOHyach. YIblOKa y He€ Oblila TOHKas, Kak Jie3Bue. — $1 ero Bbipac-
tiia. §1 Bioxwiia B Hero BcE. Kakplii ero ycrnex, Kaxaast 4epTa, Kotopas Tebe B HEM HpaBUJIach, —
310 MOsI padoTa. Tl IpocTO MpHILIa 1 3a0pasia rOTOBOE, JyMasi, YTO uMeelIb mpaBo. Ho Tl ommo-
J1ach.

— OH MeHs ToOuT.

— On mobut komdopt. U Jleitna, moBeps, ropazao komdoprHee Te0ss. OHa MOHUMAET ero
amMOnumu. A Thl... — Basiepust oOBena e€ B3MISIIOM, TIOJHBIM Ope3rIMBOM KaJIOCTH, — ThI IPOCTO
JE€BOYKa, KOTOpasi CJIMIIKOM PaHO BBICKOUMJIA 3aMY:K U PELIIIa, YTO )KU3Hb — 3TO cKa3ka. Ho ckasku
3aKaHYMBAIOTCSI.

Menucca 3axMypuiIack, OTTOHsIsA BocroMrUHaHue. OHO BCE PaBHO OCTAJIOCh — JIMIIKOE, $1710-
BUTOE, KaK JIBIM OT CHIPBIX IpoB. Banepus. Dra xeHmmHa Obuta €€ TMYHbIM AeMoHoM. OHa NOsIBU-
nack B xku3HU ['epmana 3ag0ro 10 Menurccsl 1 HM HA MUHYTY HE OCTaBJIslIa MX BIBOEM. 3BOHKHU IO
BeUepaM, «CIIyyaiiHbIe» BU3HTHI, COBETHI, KOTOpbIe I epa BIUTHIBAJ C OJIArOrOBEHUEM TOCITYIITHHKA.
Ona Bcerja roBopujia TUXO, MATKO, MOYTH HEKHO, HO Kak10e e€ CJIOBO OMJIO TOYHO B 11e/ib. Menucca
J0JITO HE MOIJIa TIOHSITh, TIOUEMY 3Ta MUHHUATIOpPHAs OEI0BOJIOCas XKEHIIMHA BBI3BIBAET Y HEE TaKOM
y’kac. A MoTom MoHsuia: motoMy 4to I'epa cmotpest Ha Banepuio He kak Ha KpécTHylo. OH cMOTpen
Ha He€ TakK, KaK JOJKeH ObUT CMOTpeTh Ha keHy. W Banepus 3to 3Hasma. Bosnbiie Toro — oHa 310
MOOILPSIA.

I'epman ObuT cTapire Menmucchl Ha YeThIpe ToJa, HO BHYTPU OCTaBaJICS MaIbuuIIKon. OH He
MIPUHUMAJT petieHn# 6e3 onoopenus Banepuu. OH coBETOBAJICS ¢ Hel O JII0OOMY MOBOLY, OT BEIOOpa
rajicTyka Ao IUIaHUpOBaHUs oTiycKa. Memmcca cHavyana Tepriesna. Eii Obuto 1eBsATHAALATh, OHA OblIa
BIMIOOJIeHa, ¥ BCE Ka3aioch HeBakHbIM. Ho ¢ rogqamu teprieHre uccsikyio. OHa MbiTasach TOBOPUTH,
MBITaTach OOPOTHCS, HO KaK/IbIH Pa3 HATHIKAJIACh HA OHY U TY K€ CTCHY:

— ToI npocTo He noHMMaenb. OHa MHE Kak Marth.

— Omna Tebe He MaTh, — Menucca cMOTpena Ha Myka M He y3HaBasia ero. — OHa JKeHIIMHa,
KOTOpasi XOUeT, YTOObI Thl IPUHAJIEKAT TOJIBKO €H.

— Tw1 pesnyenis? K Banepun? — o cmesuics. Cmesiicsi ICKpeHHe, OT JIyIIH, U OT 3TOro ObLIIO
emé 6onpHee. — OHa 3amyskeM, y He€ netu. Eit copok mects, Memmu. UTo Thl BBIyMbIBaeIIIb?

Menucca He BhigyMbiBaia. OHa Bugena. OHa dyBcTtBoBasa. Ho Ioka3are HMYEro He moria,
notomy uto Banepus 6bi1a ymHa. OHa HEKOT/Ia He MepecTynaia yepTy oTKpbito. OHa MpocTo Beeraa,
KaXIyI0 MUHYTY, KaKIyI0 CeKyHIy Obuta psioM. [lake Ha paccTOsSHUM.

Jleiina mosiBuach yepe3 4eThipe rofa nocie cBaapObl. CHavya a MpocTo Kak «cTapasi 3HaKO-
Masi», ¢ KOTopol ['epa ciyyailHO BCTpeTuiIcsl Ha KakoM-To Meponpustuu. [lorom — kak nozpyra, ¢
KOTOPOU «ymoOHO 00CykaaTh neia». Menucca He ipyiaiia 3HaueHus. Y He€ caMoii ObUTH TTOAPYTH, U
OHa He BUJIeJIa HAYEro CTPAHHOTO B TOM, UTO y My’a eCTh jKeHCKas pyxk0a. OHa naxke 00paszoBaach,
yto ['epa Hamén koro-To, kpome Banepun, KoMy MOXHO HOBepuThCs. IpoHHS cymnbObI 3aKITI0UYaiach
B TOM, 4TO UMEeHHO Banepus u noarosnkHyna ero k Jleine.
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— Omna nepcnektuBHasi, ['epa. He To uto TBost Menucca, KOoTopasi CMIUT IoMa U kJIET, Korjaa
THI TIpUHECENb 3apruiary. Jleitna — nenoBasi skeHImuHa. OHAa MOHMMAET, YTO Takoe aMOMIIMU. —
Basnepus roopuiia 310 3a yAKMHOM, B pecTopane, kyga Menuvccy He npuriacuid. ['epa motom nepe-
CcKasaJl ei 3TOT Pa3roBOp, UCKPEHHE He MOHUMasl, TIoueMy keHa nooseanena. — Kpécrhas cuuraer,
yro Jleiiia MOKET MOMOYb C MOUM IPOEKTOM.

— KpécrtHas cuurtaert, 4yTo Th IOJIKEH CIIaTh ¢ Hel, — TUXO cKa3aia Menucca.

OH Torga obuzesncs. A yepes JBa Mecsilia OHa Halula MepenucKy. ['psa3HyIo, OTKPOBEHHYIO, C
dororpadpusavu. 1 nousina, yro npourpana. He Jleiine — Banepuu. Jleiina Opuia JUIITL HHCTPYMEH-
TOM, TIEIIKOM, KOTOPYIO Ta MepeABUHYJa Mo JocKke. HactosumM BparoM, HaCTOSIIIMM COTIEPHUKOM
Bceryia OblIa 9Ta MaJieHbKask O€JT0BOIOCast KEeHIIMHA C TOYyObIMU TJIa3aMHu.

Bonna nu3Hynma e€ cTynHM, BHIPBIBas U3 BOCIIOMHMHAHWMA. Memucca B3JpOrHyJia M OMyCTHIIA
B30I, Boga Oblia IpOXJIagHOM, JIACKOBOM, ¥ OHA BJIPYT IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA AUKOE, MOYTU KUBOTHOE
KeyaHve 3aitu riyoxe. [Ipsmo ceituac, B ofgexe, He aymas HU 0 4éM. OKyHYTbCs, CMBITh C ce0sl
9TOT JeHb, 3TOT IOJl, Ty KU3Hb.

Oma Bctasna u caenasna mar. Eme oqun. Bona yxe goxoausia 10 KojieH, HAMOKIIHIA MO0 IUIaThsI
obnermmt 6€apa. Menucca ocTaHOBMIIACK, IIsiist Ha Topu3oHT. CONHIIE KJIOHWIOCHh K 3aKary, OKpa-
mMBasi HeOO B PO30BBIE U 30JI0THIE TOHA, U MOPE, eIIE HeIaBHO carippoBoe, Terepb OTIMBAIIO Pac-
TUIaBJIeHHBIM cepeOpoM. Beuto Trxo. TobKo 1yM BOJTH, TOIBKO KPUKH YaeK TJe-TO BIAJICKe.

— Kpacuso, npasna?

Tonoc pazpasncst HeoxuaaHHO OMM3KO, M Mercca B3pOrHyia, pe3ko 00epHyBIIUCh. B 1ByX
arax ot He€ ctosut My xurHa. OHa He CITbIIIAa, Kak OH MOJIOIIEN, — HU IIIaroB I10 TIeCKy, HU IopoXa
ozexapl. IIpocTo BO3HUK, CIIOBHO COTKAJICS] U3 BO3/IYyXA.

Emy ObL10 OKOJIO TPU/TIATH, MOXET, Uy Th O0JIbIIe. BHICOKHIA, ITMPOKOIUICUNH, C TEMHBIMU BBIO-
IIIUMUCS BOJIOCAMHM, KOTOpbIE Tpernaj BeuepHuid Opu3. benas pyOarika, pacCTErHyTasi 10 cepeivHbI
IpyIH, JbHsIHBIE OPIOKY, 3aKaTaHHbIe O KojieH. Bocrkom. U ria3za — sipkue, MpoH3UTENbHBIE, ITBETA
akBamapuHa. OHM CMOTpEJIH NPSIMO Ha He€, M B UX MIIyOWHE TUISICAJIM UCKPbl 3aKATHOTO COJTHITA.

— 1 He xoTen Bac Hamyratb, — OH YJIBIOHYJICS, M YJBIOKA 9Ta OblJIa TAKOH OTKPHITOM, TAaKON
obe3opyxkuBarolei, yto Memrcca HEBOJIBHO pacciaaduiack. — IIpocTo yBHIeN, Kak Bbl CTOUTE B
BOJIE B IUIaThe, ¥ MOAyMal: JIMOO Bbl OYEHb CMeJtast, TMO0 OueHb nevasibHasi. Vinm u To, u apyroe.

— Ckopee, BTOpoe, — CKazaja OHa, U COOCTBEHHBIH roJIOC TIOKA3aJICs el Uy)KUM. — A BBl KTO?

— AJtekc, — OH cJiesial JIETKUI MOKJIOH, MOJTYITY TJIMBBIA-TIOTyCephE3HbIN. — MOpPCKOii apXeo-
nor. Nzyyaio 3atonyBiue kopadmu. Wiy cokposuia. Criacaio mpeKpacHbIX HE3HAKOMOK.

— $1 He ToHy, — Mencca HeBOJIBHO ybIOHYIack. — [o kpaiiHeli Mepe, MoKa.

— INoka — 3T0 KJTI0UeBOe CJI0BO, — AJIEKC CAeNa Iar Olvxke, U Tenepb Mek1y HUIMU OCTa-
BaJIOCh He Oostbiie MeTpa. OT HEero MaxJyio COJIbI0 M YeM-TO ellE, e/1Ba YIIOBUMBIM, ITOX0KUM Ha apoMaT
CBEKEBCKPBITON paKOBUHBI. — BBl 311ech oj1HA?

— Jla, — oHa He 3HaJia, 3aUeM OTBEYAET, HO CJIOBA BHIXOAWINA caMu co00i. — Onna. OTapIxalo.

— Ort vero?

Cnummkom nipsiMoit Boripoc. Commikom udHbii. Ho B ero rosoce ObUIO CTONBKO UCKPEHHETO
yuactusi, yto Mesucca He Haluia B ce0e CHJT OTMaXHYThCSI.

— OT )u3HU, — cKazaja oHa yecTHO. — OT myxka. beiBiero. Ot ero kpécruoit. OT Bcero.

— CepbE3HBIN CIUCOK, — OH YCMEXHYJICS. — 3HaeTe, TO MEeCTO OTJIMYHO MOAXOAUT ISl TOTO,
YTOOBI HAYATH BCE 3aHOBO. Mope... OHO BCE€ cMbiBaeT. HyXHO TOJBKO IMO3BOJIUTH €MY.

— 4 kak pa3 mbITaloch, — Mercca KUBHYIIA Ha MOKPBIH 1of1oi. — Ho, kaxkeTcs, momyJdaercst
HE OYECHb.

— TlonyuuTtcss, — AJjiekc IOCMOTpeN Ha He€ Tak, Oy/ATO 3HAJ YTO-TO, YEro He 3Hajla OHa. —
4 obemaro.

CorHIle TIOYTH CKPBUIOCH 32 TOPU3OHTOM, M HEOO M3 PO30BOrO CTajlo TEMHO-cMHMM. Boma
BOKPYT €€ HOT Ka3aJiach TeNepb YEPHOM, MACIISTHUCTOM, U B HEM OTpakaJlvCh IepBble 3BE3/1bl. Menucca

7
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BAPYI MOYYBCTBOBAJIA CTPAHHOE TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE — HE HEMpUsATHOE, HO KAaKoe-TO 3bIOKOe, Kak
OyIITO MUpP BOKPYT ClIerka nokauHyscs. OHa crucaia 3To Ha yCTJIOCTb M JOJITH MepesieT.

— MHe nopa, — cKka3aja oHa, BeIOupasick Ha Oeper. — [IprATHO OBUTO MO3HAKOMUTHCSI.

— Bzaumno, Menmucca, — AJiekc YJIBIOHYJICS CHOBA, M TOJIBKO KOTJA OHA YKe MOAXOIuIa K
OyHrasio, 10 He€ JIOIUIO: OHA HE Ha3bIBaJla EMy CBOETO MMEHH.

Ona oGepHyJ1ach, HO TWISDK ObUT IycT. TOJBKO BOMHBI HAKATHIBAJIM HA TECOK, CTUPAsS CJIEbI
O0CBIX HOT, ¥ BETEP TOHOCHJI OTKYJA-TO M3JaJieKa CTPAHHBIN 3BYK, MOXOXKUN HA TUXUM, YTPOOHBIN
30B.
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I'maBa 2

I'nasa 2. 9xo npouwioro

Merucca BepHysiach B OyHIaso, KOrja CyMepKH yke OKOHYATeIbHO CTYCTUJIMCh B OapXaTHYIO
10kKHYI0 HOub. OHa 3aKpbljia 32 cOOOH /BEph M HAa MIHOBEHHME MPHXKAIAch CIIMHOW K MPOXJIaJHOMY
JEpeBY, MBITASACh YHATD cepiledreHre. ITOT MyKUMHa, AJIeKC, BOHUKILIUI U3 HUOTKY/A U UCYe3-
HYBILWI B HAKY/a, OCTaBUJI NOCJIe ceOsi CTpPaHHOE, TPEBOXKHOE rociieBKycre. OHa He Ha3blBaJla eMy
cBoero umeHu. He HaszbiBasa. OH MPOM3HEC €ro TaK JIETKO, CIIOBHO 3HAJ €€ BCIO KU3Hb — WJIH, IO
KpaiiHeil Mepe, HaOJo1aJ1 3a Hell ropa3o JoJblie, YeM OHA MOIJIA MPEIOI0KHUTb.

OHa rosionuIa K MaJeHbKOMY CTOJIMKY Y OKHa, Il OCTaBMIIa TeIedOH, 1 MAIIMHAIBHO TIPOBe-
puna 3kpaH. Hukakux yBespoMieHni, Kpome crama oT oneparopa. C Tex mop Kak Opakopa3BOIHbINA
Hporecc O(UIMATIBHO 3aBEPIIMIICS, epenucku ¢ [epMaHOM U ero ceMbEi MPEeKPaTUIIICh, OCTABUB
nocsie ceOst TYJIKYIO, 3BeHSIIYI0 IMycToTy. Menrcca MocTaBuia YalHUK, HANICHHBIA B KPOIICYHOM
KYXOHHOM HUIIIe, U ceJla Ha Kpail KpoBaTu, 0OXBAaTHB IUIeUr pyKamu. THIIMHA CHAPYXH OblIa MOYTH
HEEeCTECTBEHHON — J1ae [IMKa bl BHE3AITHO YMOJIKJIM, U CIIBIIIAJICS JIMIIb MEPHBIA, TUITHOTUYECKU
IIyM TIproOs..

Oma 3aKkpblIa I71a3a — W NaMsAThb, NpeJaTeabcKas U ocTpasi, TYT e BbIIEpHYJIa €€ U3 3TOro
YIOTHOTO YOEKHMIIa 1 MIBBIPHYJIa 0OpaTHO B Mpomuioe. B TOT camblil JeHb, KOrja OHa OKOHYATESIbHO
TMOHSUIA, YTO BOMHA MPOTUB HEE BEIETCS HE B OTKPHITYIO, & TUXOH Carloi, oJ MacCKOW POACTBEHHBIX
YJBIOOK.

ITO CIIyYUIIOCh ITPOILION oceHblo. [ epman yneren B KomanaAupoBKY B Kazanb — Bcero Ha nsith
JHEl, HO 3T IATh AHel cranu i Memmccsl HactosuM ajoM. OHa ocrajlach B UX MOCKOBCKOM
KBapTUpPE OJHA, €CJM HE CUUTaTh MEPUOIUYECKUX BU3UTOB CBEKPOBHU, KOTOPbIE Ta AaHOHCHPOBAJIA C
HEU3MEHHOM, MOYTHU U3JeBaTeIbCKOI 3a00TOM: «MeJtu, JeTKa, Thl TaM He CKy4vaelllb? § 3aBe3y Tebe
NUPOXKKOB, ['epa mpocuit mpucMoTpeTh 3a ToOoi». AHTOHMHA CepreeBHa — WM pocTto ToHs, Kak
OHa MperoYnTana, 4YToobl €€ Ha3blBaIul, — Nnpuxoauiack ' epmany Marepsio, a Banepun — crapiueit
cectpoii. [Ipupona, ka3anock, pazaenuia Mexay HIMH poiu ¢ 6e3kanocTHO# npoHuei: Jlepe nocra-
Jlach MUHHATIOpHAs (papdopoBast KpacoTa, IVIATUHOBBIE JIOKOHBI U JIE[ISTHOM OJIECK ToTyObIX I71a3, a
ToHe — MsArkasi NOJHOTA, PblKEBATHIE BOJIOCHI, YIOKEHHbIE B HEM3MEHHBIH ITy4OK, 1 MaHepa roBO-
PUTh IPUTOPHO-JIACKOBO, CIIOBHO OHA OeceoBaia C TSKEIOOOIbHBIM PEOEHKOM.

B ToT Beuep Memmcca nonyumna ot Tonu cooOmenne B MecceHkepe. OHO HAUMHATIOCH C
cepaeyka u HeusMeHHOro «[IpuBer, comHbIKO». CBEKpOBb MHTEpPECOBAIaCh, Kak y He€ Jefa, He
HYKHO JIM Yero KynuThb, U MEXJIy JIeJIOM, Kak Obl HeB3Hayail, ypoHuiIa (ppa3y: «I'epouka 3BOHUI,
’KajoBajics, 4To ycraa. Thbl Obl ero nodeperia, Koraa BEpHETCA, a TO OH TAK MHOTO paboTaeT, a Thl
BCE JJoMa». D10 OBUIO TUIIMYHO 1 TOHM — 0OEpHYTh KOJIKOCTh B 00EPTKY MAaTepUHCKOMN 3a00THI.
Merucca npounTaia cooOIIEeHre HECKOJIBKO pa3, UyBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPH 3aKUIIAET pa3jpaxkeHue, HO
caepxanack. OHa OTBETHIIAa HEHTpaIbHO, MOOIarogapuia 3a 3a00Ty 1 nmooderana «modepedb» Myxa.

UYepe3 MUHYTY TOCIIE TOTO, Kak €€ OTBeT yIIen, TenaedoH 3aBuOpupoBai cHoBa. Ha stot pas
cooOuenue npuuuio ot Banepun. «JloOpeiil Beuep, poporas. Kak Tol Tam? He ckyuaens? Msl ¢
ToHeii TopKO YTO roBopwiI 0 Tede. OHa mepeXMBaeT, YTo ThI CIIMIIKOM JaBuib Ha ['epy. OH oueHb
YyBCTBUTEJIbHBIN MAJIBYMK, ThI K€ 3Haelb». [0 TEKCTOM CTOSIT yJIBIOAIOIINIACS CMaIMK, OT KOTO-
poro y Menuccsl moyeMy-To MOXOJIO0AeSH MaJIbLibl.
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Crpannoe coBnagenue. ToHsI nepenuchBaiach ¢ Hell — 1 OYKBaJIbHO B TY ke MUHYTY Jlepa yxe
3HAJIa cofiepkaHue pasropopa. Memwicca He cpa3y MOHsIIa MEXaHUKY TOrO 3aroBOpa, HO UHTYHIIUS,
KeHCKast, 000cTpEéHHas rogamu Opaka, 3abuia TpeBory. OHa He cTajia OTBevarh Basepuu, BMecTo
9TOro OTKpbLIa HOYTOYK M 3alllia B COlMajibHyI0 ceTh. E€ moragka TpeGoBajia MOATBEPKACHUS, U
OHA ero IMoJy4Yrjia — COBEPIICHHO CIIy4YaiHO, OJarogapsi TOMy, 4TO B MX OOIIeM CeMEeHHOM uate,
kyna Bxoguau ToHs, Jlepa, [epman 1 oHa cama, KTO-TO IO OIIMOKE CKUHYJI CKPUHIIOT. DTO OblIa
Toust. CKpUHIIIOT €€ nepenucku ¢ Meanccoit — TOM caMoi, TOJIbKO UTO 3aKOHUYMBILIEHCS, — YJIeTeN
B JIMYHBIE COOOITIEHNs K Banepuu, HO n3-3a APOTHYBIIEH PyKU CBEKPOBU HA CEKYH/1y BBICBETHJICS B
00IIIeM OKHe, MPEeXIe YeM ero yIasIviu.

Menucca yeniena npountars. M To, 4T0 OHa yBUAENA, 3aCTAaBUIIO €€ MUP NOLIATHYTHC.

IMox ckpunimorom Tons Hanmcana cectpe: «CMOTpH, Kak OHa MHe oTBeuaer. [lemaer BuI, 4to
BCE B mopsiake. ['epa 3BOHWII CErofHs, 9yTh He TJIakajl — FOBOPUT, OHA €ro cOBceM 3aesa. Hu roro-
BUTh TOJIKOM HE YMeeT, HA B JIOMe yIoTa. A TyJa ke — IpaBa KayaeT». Jlepa OTBeTHIa MTHOBEHHO:
«51 Tebe maBHO roBOpHJIA: OHA eMy He rmapa. KparieHas cyka, cTpout u3 ceOst HeBUHHOCTb. Thl BUjieia
e€ kopHu? OTpocime, KaK y IBOPHSIKKU. A f, MEXy IPOYUM, KpallyCh, IOTOMY YTO MHE MOJIO-
KEHO — y MEHsI CTaTyc, My, BHIXOAb B CBET. A oHa uTo? CHIOWT JI0Ma, U TO 32 COOOM CIIEAUTD
He MoeT». [laiblie méen cMeomumiics cMaliuK U KopoTkoe, 3ioBeltiee: «Huuero, Toneuka. Ckopo
BcE€ m3MeHutcs. $1 yxe padorao Haj 3TUM». U clieoM — MOAMUTHBAIOIINA SMO/I3H, OT KOTOPOTO Y
Menuccel MOpO3 TTpoOesKat Mo Koxe.

Oma He 3HaJsa TOr/a, 4To 9T0 3HAUMT. He 3Hana, uTo «padoTaio HaJ 3TUM» — He MyCThIe CJI0BA,
a IPOAYMaHHBI} IUIaH, KOTOPBIH YK€ IPUBEIEH B ieiicTBUE. VIMsl, KOTOpOe BCKOPE pa30pBET €€ KU3Hb
Ha «JI0» U «IIOCNe», eIlE He Mpo3Byvaslo. Menucca NMoka He 3Haja, 4To IAe-TO Ha TOPU3OHTE yike
MOSIBUJIACh KEHIIMHA, KOTOPOM CYXJIEHO CTaTh opyaueM e€ paspyiueHusi. OHa yBUAUT €€ Mo3xke —
CJIy4yailHO, B HEMOIXOJSAIIMIA MOMEHT, U 3Ta BCTpeYa yIapuT C TAaKOW CUJIOH, YTO 3eMJIsl YHIET U3-
noz Hor. Ho moka uto nepen Hell jiexkasa TOJbKO MEPENUcKa IByX CeCTEp, KOTOpbIE, IOCMENBASCh,
PELINIIM €€ YHUUTOXKMUTb.

Menucca cuaena rnepes 9KpaHoM, UyBCTBYsI, Kak K ropiTy OIKaThiBaeT KoM. «KpaieHnas cyka».
910 cKazana Basepus — KEHIMHA, YbU TUIATUHOBBIC JIOKOHBI ObUIA PE3yJIbTaTOM MHOTOYaCOBBIX
TPYIOB JOpOroro kojopucra. ’KeHiyHa, Kotopasi Ipy KaA0l BCTpeye 1ieioBaia Memuccy B IEKY
u ropopwia: «Kak s paga, 4ro Tel y Hac ectb». M1 Tonsa — marb ['epmana, jxeHImHa, KoTopasi Ha3bl-
BaJla e€ «COJHBIIKOM» U «JEeTKOW», — Mepechljiaia CecTpe UX JMUHYIO MEepPernucKy, 4ToObl BMeCTe
MOCMESAThCSI HaJl CHOXOM. DTO ObLJIO HE MPOCTO MPEAaTeIbCTBO. DTO OblIa XONOAHAS, pacUETIMBast
TpaBJisl, BEIyIIasiCsl TEMU CaMbIMU JIIOIbMU, KOTOPBIE JOJIKHBI ObUTH CTaTh €€ CEMBEN.

Omna He Bbliepkajia ¥ MO3BOHMIIA €AMHCTBEHHOMY Y€JIOBEKY B 9TOU CEMbe, KTO OTHOCHJICS K
Hell ¢ UCKpeHHUM TerioM, — Bukrtopy CeménoBuuy, oty ['epmana. OH B3su1 TpyOKy Tociie Tpe-
THETO I'YJKa, ¥ €ro TOJI0C, YCTAJIBIN U TTyXOBaThIi, 3By4as TaK, CJIOBHO OH TOBOPUJI U3 OYHKepa, OKPY-
KEHHOT'O BparaMu.

— Memm? Yro-to cayuwiock? Tol mtavenis?

OHa IelCTBUTENLHO IUTaKaa, caMa Toro He 3aMmedast. Cié3bl TEKJIH 110 IIIEKaM, OCTaBJIAA COJIE-
HBIE JOPOXKKU. MeJucca MmonbiTanach OObsCHUThL, COMBYKMBO U IyTaHO, HO BukTop noHsu1. OH Beeraa
[MOHUMAUJL.
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— Twume, nouka, TUIle, — OH Ha3bIBAJ €€ JOUYKOM C CAaMOr0o MepBOro AHS, U 9TO CJIOBO celyac
pe3aio cepaile octpee Hoxka. — ¢ 3Ha. 3Haw, YTO OHM TaM TUIeTyT. ToHbKa U Jlepka — OHU BCIO
KU3Hb Takue. VM Juiiib Obl sA3bIKaMU yecath. Thl He MPUHUMAN OJIM3KO K CepHIILy.

— Ho onwm xotar, yroOnl I'epa ymén ot meHsi! — BeIKpHKHYJIa Menucca. — OHU 4TO-TO
saMbmuIsioT! Bel moHnMaete? OHY pa3pymianT Mo Opax!

B 1pyOke moBucio Tsaxénoe Mmomvanue. [lorom BUKTOp B3IOXHYJI — TaK B3BIXaeT YEJIOBEK,
KOTOPBIT TABHO CMUPHJICSI CO CBOMM OECCHIIUEM.

— 4 nuitancs rooputh ¢ Toneit, Menmu. Heckonbko pa3. OHa meHs He ciymaer. A Jlepa...
THI e 3Haenb Jlepy. OHa kak TaHk. Ecv uto B royioBy BOMIa — He BbiObelb. OHa ['epky ¢ nenéHok
pactiiia Kak cBoero. 51 eit ropopui: «Jlepa, octaBp MajibuMKa B [TOKOE, Y HETO 5KEHA, EMY CBOIO KU3Hb
CTPOUTDH HaJ0». A OHa MHE: « bl HUYEro He IOHUMAEIIb B BOCIIUTAHUN». — OH rOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS.
— 41 B cOOCTBEHHOM JIOMe HUKTO, JJOUKa. ¥ MEHs HeT IpaBa rojoca. TOHs ¢ cecTpoid BCE pemaoT
BJIBOEM, 2 £ TaK... IPWJIOKEHHUE K JUBaHY.

— Ho BbI ke orer;! — Menucca BexunHyaa. — Bbl MoxeTe noBiusTh Ha [epy!

— 51 npoboBai, — B ronoce Bukropa nochpianack 601b. — OH MeHsI He yBaxaeT. OH cMOT-
PUT Ha MaTh ¥ HA KPECTHYIO KaK Ha OPaKYJIOB. A s JIJIsl HEro — Imycroe Mecto. [IpocTy MeHsl, 1eBOYKa.
51 661 3a0pan Tedst OT HUX, eciu Obl Mor. Ho 1 crapsiid, yeraBmmii yenoBek. Be€, uto s Mory, — 310
MOJIUTBCSA, YTOOBI y TeOs1 Bc€ Hasammioch. M emé — ecnm tede CTaHeT COBCEM HEBMOTOTY, YXOMIH.
He nepxwuce 3a I'epky. OH He CTOUT TBOUX CIIES.

Torga Menucca He moHsuia ero. Eil ka3anock, 4to 3a Opak HYXHO OOpoThcs 10 KoHma. Ho
Terepb, CUsd B OyHrajio Ha Oepery 4yoro Mopsi, oHa noHumasia: Bukrop Obi1 mpaB. OH ObUT eTuH-
CTBEHHBIM, KTO JIIOOWI €€ UCKPEHHE, HO ero JIOOBb He MOIJIa 3alIUTUTh €€ OT TeX NBYX JKCHIIWH.
OHM ObUTM CUCTEMOM, CHIasHHBIM JIECATHIIETUSIMHA COIO30M JIBYX CECTEp, KOTOpbIe NEIHIIA OJHOTO
MYKYMHY Ha JBoMX — He Bukropa, a ['epmana. Buktop ObUI JIUIIIb TEHBIO B 3TOH CEMbE, OTIIOM I10
Macnopry, Y€ MHEHHUE HUYero He Becuio. M Menucca, Takas ke dyxkasi, Kak ¥ OH, He UMeJIa MPOTUB
HUX HU €IMHOTO ITIaHCa.

Bocnomunanue CXJIBIHYJIO TaK K€ BHE3AITHO, KaK HAKATHUJIO, OCTABUB I10CJIE cebs FOpbKI/Iﬁ oca-
oK. Memnucca OTKphbLIaA I'JIa3a U IIOHAJIa, YTO 3a OKHOM YTO-TO U3MEHHJIOCH. YaiiHuk JAaBHO BCKHIIET
1 OTKJIIOYMJICA, a OHa JaXE HE 3aMCTHJIA. Hous crana emgé TEMHEC, JIyHa CKPbLUIACh 3a 06HaKaMI/I, )41
TOJIBKO MOPE MPOAOJIKAJIO AbIIAaTh — TAXKEIIO, BJIA)KHO, CJIOBHO OFpOMHbeI CHHH.[I/IfI 3BEPb.

Oma Bcrasia ¥ nojonuia K okHy. [11sx ObUT IyCT, HO Y caMOil KPOMKH BOJIBI UTO-TO CBETHIIOCH.
Msirkoe, roiy0oBaToe cBeueHue, oxoxee Ha (pocopeciupyonuii TNIAHKTOH, TOJIBKO sIpue U IpH-
3paydee. OHO MyJIbCUPOBAJIO, MOAPArMBago, 1 Memucce BAPYT MOKA3ajoCh, YTO OHO 30BET e€. He
roJIOCOM — OUIYIIEHHEM, [IOXOKKUM Ha JIEFKOE IPUKOCHOBEHUE K 3aThLIKY.

OmHa yxe B3sU1ach 32 PyuKy JBEpH, 4TOOBI BHIATH, HO OCTaHOBUJIA ceds1. 3aBTpa. Be€ 3aBTpa.
CeronHs OHa CJIMIIKOM YCTaJIa, CJIMIIKOM B3BUHYEHA, U BCTPEYa ¢ HE3HAKOMIIEM, KOTOPBIN 3HAJ €€
UM, TOJIBKO Jo0aBsia TpeBoru. OHa OTOIIIIa OT OKHA, BHIKJIIOUMIIA CBET U JIETVIA B IIOCTEJIb, HAJIESC,
YTO YTPO IIPUHECET SICHOCTb.

11



A. Jlo6eeBa. «CONEHBIN 30B»

Ho con e mén. Bmecto 3T0ro B rojioBe KpyTWIMCh OOPBIBKY (ppa3, ¥ Bce OHU ObUTH O HEW.
«Kpamenas cyka», — menrain B maMaTu ronoc Banepuu. «Tsl cavikom aasuins Ha ['epy», — BTO-
pu rosioc Tonu. M moBepx Bcero — MSATKHA, BKpaguuBbiil OapuToH AJiekca: «Mope BCE CMbIBaeT.
HyHO TONBKO NO3BOJIUTH EMY».

['ne-To B m1yOrHE 10Ma, TI0/1 TOJIOM, YTO-TO 3aCKPUIIEIIO — MPOTSIKHO, BJIAXHO, CIIOBHO JIEPEBO
BIMTHIBAJIO BOYy. MeJucca mpuciyiianack, HO 3ByK He MOBTOpuiics. TOJIBKO MOpe, TOJNBKO BeTep,
TOJILKO €€ COOCTBEHHOE ceplle, Obloleecs IYJIKO U HEPOBHO.

Omna He 3aMeTHJIa, KaK MPOBaIMIach B TPEBOXHYIO IpéMy. U B 3101 ApéMe yBUaea OeCKoHed-
HYIO TOJIIILY BOJIBI, TEMHYIO 1 O€3MOJIBHYIO, & B HEl — JIBa aKBAMapHHOBBIX 171232, TOPSIIINX, CJIOBHO
dapw B Tymane. OHU IpUOIMIKATUCH MEIJIEHHO, HEOTBPAaTUMO, U B X CBETe He ObLIO HU Teruia, HU
yrpo3bl — TOJIBKO oberanue. Oberanre, KOTopoe Myrajio ¥ 3aBOPaKUBAIIO OTHOBPEMEHHO.

YTpoM OHa MPOCHYJIACh C COJIEHBIM MPUBKYCOM Ha I'y0ax ¥ CMyTHBIM OIIYIIIEHUEM, UTO KTO-TO
CTOSUI y € TIOCTeH, TIoKa oHa criajia. Ho B 6yHraso HuKoro He Obu10. TOIBKO Ha IOTIOKOHHKKE, TTPSIMO
nocpeau Oesioro AepeBa, Jekalla MaJICHbKasl, BIaKHAsI PAKOBUHA, TIEPETMBAIOIIAACS TIepIaMyTPOM.
N naxyo ot He€ MOpeM, COJIBIO U YeM-TO JIPEBHUM, KaK caMa 3eMJIs.
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I'nmaBa 3

I'maBa 3. ['opon, KOTOPOro HeT Ha KapTax.

CosHIle MpoOMBAJIOCh CKBO3b HETUIOTHO 33/IEPHYTHIE IITOPBI, PUCYS Ha AEPEBSHHOM TIOJTY 30710~
ThIE MOJIOCH. MeJrcca OTKphUIa IJ1a3a MeIJIEHHO, HEXOTsl, BCE €IIIE HAXOIsACh BO BJIACTU TPEBOKHBIX
CHOBHJICHHIA, KOTOPbIE YCKOJIb3aJIM U3 TIAMSITH, OCTABJISIS JIMIIb COJIEHBIN MPUBKYC HA Ty0ax U CMYT-
HOE OIIyIIeHNe Ybero-To NMpUcyTcTBUst. OHa TIOBEpHYJIa TOJIOBY K IMOJOKOHHUKY. PakoBrHA BCE eimé
Jiexana TaM — MaJIeHbKas, epiaMyTpoBasi, BIAKHO MOOJIECKUBAIOIIAs B YTPEHHEM CBETe. 3HAUUT,
3TO OBLI HE COH.

Oma BcTasia, HaKMHYJIA JIEFKMI XasaT U MoAoIUIA K OKHY. Mope cerofHs Obl10 Apyrum — CIo-
KOWHBIM, ITOYTH HETIOBIKHBIM, IIBETa pacIulaBjIeHHON OMpio3bl. Hukakoro romy6oBaToro cBeueHus
y KPOMKH BOJIbl, HUKAKUX 3araJOYHbIX HE3HAKOMIIEB Ha IUIsKe. OOBIUHBINA KypOPTHBIH Mei3ax, OT
KOTOPOTO BESIJIO [TOKOEM U Oe3MATEKHOCTBI0. Mesncca TpsXHyJ1a FOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI OCTATKM HOYHBIX
crpaxoB. « Tl pocTo ycTana, — ckas3aia oHa cebe. — Jlonruii nepesér, cMeHa KimMara, HepBbl. BoT
Y MepeIuTcsl BCsKoe. A pakoBUHY MOIJIO NpuHecTH BeTpoM. M nruuei. Wnm e€ BooOie 3aech
3a0bLJT TPEAbIIYILHUI OCTOSIIEL».

Sta palOHaJIbHAA BEPCUA e€ MoYTU ycnokounJia. IToutn.

Uepe3 mnosyaca, NPUHSAB NPOXJAJHbIA Oyl M HaJEB JIETKOE JIbHSAHOE IUIaThe KPEMOBOIO
OTTeHKa, Mecca BblllUIa U3 OyHrajlo M HalpaBWUJIach K IIaBHOMY Kopmycy otens. Tepputopus
KypopTa yTonaja B 3eJIeHU — OJIMBKOBBIE J€PEBbs1, KyCTbl OYyTeHBUIIJIMY, YChIITAaHHBIE AJIBIMU U (PHO-
JIETOBBIMU LIBETAMM, aKKypaTHbIE JOPOXKKH, BbUIOKEHHbIE CBET/IbIM KaMHeM. Bcé€ aplmano yioTom
Y TOW 0COOOM, YyTh CTAPOMOJHOM 3JIETaHTHOCTHIO, KOTOPYIO HE MOI'YyT UMUTHPOBATh COBPEMEHHbIE
ceTeBble OTeJI. YyBCTBOBAJIOCh, UTO 3TO MECTO CTPOUJIM C JIIOOOBBIO — WJIM, 110 KpailHel mepe, ¢
MOHMMAHKUEM TOT'O, YTO TAKOE HACTOSILLMIA TOKOH.

Pecropan oka3zaJicsi IpOCTOPHOM Teppacoil Mo HaBeCOM U3 IUIETEHOro TPOCTHUKA. CTOMMKU
ObLIM paccTaBJIeHbl HA TIOUYTUTEIBHOM PACCTOSHUU APYT OT JIpyra, ¥ B CTOJIb PAaHHUI Yac 3aHATHIMU
OKa3aJIMCh JIMIIb 1Ba WK TpU. [Toxxmiias napa rae-To B yrity TuXo Oece1oBaia o-HeMELKU, MyKYMHa
B JIbHSIHOW [TaHAMe YuTal ra3ery, a 0oJbllie HUKOro U He ObL10. [1axjio cBexell BhIIEUKOH, Kode U
MOpEM.

Menucca BbI6p2U'Ia CTOJIUK y CaMOro Kpasd TE€ppachl, OTKYJa OTKPBIBAJICA B/l Ha IVIAXK, U CEJla
JIMIIOM K MOPIO. En HPaBUJIOCh ITO OINYHICHUEC — OBITH OI[HOfI cpean HE3HAKOMIIEB, HUKOMY HUYETO
HE 06’LHCH${TB, HU TIEPE] KEM HE OTUHUTHIBATbHCA. CTpaHHOG YYBCTBO CBOéOI[bI, CMEIIAHHOE C TOPEYbIO,
[0 CUX IIOp HE YJIETJIOCh BHYTPU, HO T10 KpaﬁHeﬁ MEpPE 3€Ch, HA 3TOM KPOIIEYHOM OCTPOBE, OHO HE
AYHIUIIO, a MO3BOJIAJIO ObIIATh.

— JloOpoe yTpo! — 3BOHKHMI, METOAUYHBIN I0JI0C pa3faics Tak HEOXKUIAHHO, uTo Menucca
B3JpOTrHYJa. PSI0M CO CTOMKOM CTOsUIa )KeHIIMHA — TOYHee, JeBYIIKa, Ha BUJ 4yTh CTaplIe caMOil
Menucchl, MOXKET OBbITh, ABAALATH CEMb WM JBAALIATH BOCEMb. Y He€ ObUIO OKPYIJIOE, IIPUBETIMBOE
JIMLIO C POCCHINBIO BECHYIIIEK HAa HOCY, )KUBBIE Kapue I71a3a 1 KOIHA PblKeBaTO-KaITAHOBBIX KyJpei,
COOpaHHBIX B HEOPEKHBIN My4OK, U3 KOTOPOTO YK€ BHIOWIMCH HEMOCIyIIHbIe npsiau. PopMeHHast
Oenas Omy3Ka M TEMHO-CHHHI (hapTyK BbIIAaBaJIM B HEll COTpyAHUILy oTesis. Ha O6eiipkuke, mpuKoso-
TOM K KapMallky, 3HauuIoch: «VBu».

13



A. Jlo6eeBa. «CONEHBIN 30B»

— Jlo6poe yTpo, — Menrcca HEBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYIACh B OTBET. YIbiOKa y MBu OblIa 3apa3u-
TEJILHOW — OTKPBITOM, UCKPEHHE!, U3 TeX, YTO MTHOBEHHO pacrojiaraior k ceoe.

— BpI Hama HoBast TocThsl, 1a? — VIBU yke cTaBu/Ia Ha CTOJ TUIETEHYIO KOP3UHKY CO CBEXKUMU
KpyaccaHaMy M KPOIIEUYHBIMH Oyloukamu. — $I Bac Buepa MeIbKOM BHENA, KOTJA Bbl 3ae3KaJIH.
Menmucca, BepHo? MeHs 30ByT UBH, s 31€Ch paboTai0o — B OCHOBHOM B peCTOpaHe, HO MHOT/IA TOMO-
raio Ha pecernineHe u BooOine Be3ae moneMHory. CemeiHbIi On3Hec, 3HaeTe . Mo# A IepKUT
3TOT OTEeJlb, a 5 Y HEro Ha MoJXBaTe.

— IIpuaTHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS, — CKa3aja Menucca, 6epst 13 KOp3UHKU KpyaccaH. OH ObLI erné
TEIUIBIM, CJIOEHOE TECTO TasuIo Ha si3blKe. — 371ech OueHb KpacuBo. U odeHb Tnx0. IMEHHO TO, 4TO
MHE HY)KHO.

VB1 noHuMalole KMBHYJIA, U B €€ I1a3aX IPOMEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO MOXOKee Ha couyBcTBUe. OHa
HE CTaJla 33JaBaTh JIMIIIHUX BOIPOCOB — TO JIM PO eCCUOHANIBHBIN TaKT, TO JIU IPUPOIHAS YyTKOCTD
He MO3BOJIMJIM €M JIE3Th B JIyIly K HE3HAKOMKE, KOTOpas IBHO IIpUeXalla CloJa 3aJIM3bIBATh PAHBIL.

— Bbi mpaBUsIbHO BRIOpaA, — CKa3ajia OHa, MOMpaBJisisa caideTKy Ha COCeHEM CTOJIMKE. —
Harr octpoBok — oH ocoOeHHbIi. He Takoid, kak Bce 9T pa3peKkiaMmrupoBaHHbIe KypopThl. Cioa npu-
€3)KaloT JIMOO Te, KTO XOUET CIPSITATLCS OT MUPA, JIMOO T€, KTO XOUET HAWTH YTO-TO... HY, HEOOBIYHOE.

— HeoObrunoe? — Merucca nogHsiia OpoBb.

VB Ha MrHOBEHME 3aMepJia, CJIOBHO pa3iyMbIBasi, CTOUT JI IIPOJIOJIKATh, a [IOTOM IpHCesia Ha
CBOOOJHBIN CTYJ HAIIPOTHB, IOCTABUB MOIHOC ¢ KO(PeHHNUKOM Ha Kpai cToa.

— MoxHo s ¢ Bamu Ha MUHYTKY? BcE€ paBHO moceTuTesniell ouTH HET, a Bbl pacrojiaraere K
6ecene. — Ona Haymma Menmucce kode — TI'yCTOl, apOMaTHBIM, C JIETKOW KapaMmeTbHONW HOTKOW, —
u nipopokuiaa: — [loHumaeTe, Halll TOPOJIOK, OH BOOOINE-TO OYeHb CTapblil. EMy HECKOJIBKO THICSY
net, ecnu He Oosnbie. Ero ocHoBanmy e 10 Toro, Kak Ciofia MpUIILUIA IPeKr, — KakKasi-TO JPEeBHSS
UBUJIM3ALIMS, O KOTOPOM Jaske apXxeosIory Majio YTo 3HaioT. Ho MecTHbIe )KUTe M MOMHSAT. Y Hac TYT
JIlereq; OoJIbLIEe, YeM 3BE3]1 Ha Heoe.

— Jlerenn? — Memucca otnuia Koe ¥ HOUyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK I10 TeJly Pa3IuBaeTcs Tero. —
Kakux, Hanpumep?

— O, pa3nbix, — VIBU MeuTaTesbHO YABIOHY/IACh, U €€ B3MISI YCTPEMUIICS Ky/a-TO 3a TOpHU-
30HT, IJIe MOPE CJIMBAJIOCh C HEOOM B IMPO3PAYHOM JbIMKE. — ['OBOPSIT, UTO I/Ie-TO TaM, Ha JJHE, JIS)KUT
Lesblid ropof. JIpeBHMiA, KaMeHHbIH, ¢ XpamaMu U ABopramMu. Ero mocrpowiv He JIOAuM — WM, 10
KpaiiHeil Mepe, He COBCeM JIIoAu. Te, KTO JKWJI 371eCh JI0 HaC, BEPUJIM, YTO MOPE — 3TO KHUBOE CYIIle-
CTBO, OrPOMHOE U pazymMHoe. U uto y Hero ectb netu. OHU BBIXOOMIN HA Oeper, IPUHUMAIIU Yeso-
BEUYECKHIA OOJIMK H... CMEIMBAIMCH C JIIOABMU. 3aKmodany Opaku. 3a0upany u30paHHBIX C cOOOM
Ha [TyOuHYy.

— KpacuBas cka3ka, — ckazaia Menucca, HO BHyTpPH Y He€ 4TO-TO IporHyJio. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA

aKBaMapUHOBBIE I71a3a AJIEKca, €r0 CTPaHHBIE CJIOBA O TOM, YTO MOpe «BCE CMbIBaeT». — U 4to, 10
CHX TIOp BepAT?
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— Kro-to Bepur, kTo-TO HeT, — MBHM moxana ruiedamu. — Ho peiOaku y Hac cyeBepHbIC.
OHM HHKOTZIAa HE BBIXOISAT B MOpE B MOJHONYHHE. [ OBOpAT, B Takue HOUM IiIyOWHA 30BET. U Tex,
KTO YCJIBIIINT 30B M MOWAET HAa HEro, OOJbIIIe HUKTO He BUAUT. — OHa BIIPYT paccMesiyiach, CJIOBHO
UCITYTaBIIKCh, YTO HAarHajIa CIMIIIKOM MHOTO MpayHOCTU. — Ho BbI He AymaiiTe, 3T0 BCE Oa0yIIKMHbI
ckas3ku. Ha camom fiesie y Hac TyT oueHb Becesio. OcoOeHHO JieToM — (pecTUBa, SpMapKH, My3bIKa.
W sxckypenn!

— Dkckypenn? — Menucca yxBaTHIaCh 3a 3Ty TEMY, CTapasich OTOTHaTh 00pas3 romyObIX IJ1a3,
rOpsIIIUX B TEMHOTE.

— Jla! — VBu oxuBunack. — Eciu 3aX0TUTE NOCMOTPETh TOPOJ, s1 MOT'Y IIOPEKOMEH0BATh
OTJIMYHBIX TMJOB. Y HAC TYT €CTb I1apa YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIE 3HAIOT KaXAblid KaMeHb Ha ocTpoBe. OauH
— MECTHBII UCTOPUK, TIOKIJION TaKoM, ¢ OOpOION, Kak y XeMHUHIYy3s1, 30ByT ero rocnonus [lerpac.
OH BOAMT 1O CTapblM KBapTajaM, paccKas3blBaeT IIPO aHTUYHBIE PYMHBI, IIPO BEHELMAHCKYIO Kpe-
TMIOCTh, PO 3a0pOIIEHHBIN MasIK Ha 10)KHOM Mbice. OueHb M03HABATEIbHO. A BTOPOM TH/1 — JEBYIIIKA,
Mapu, oHa GosblIIe TIO MPUPOIHBIM KPacoTaM CHelraIn3upyeTcs. MOpcKue TpOThl, JIaryHbl, CKaJIbl.
Ecnu mo6ute Bogy — 3TO K HEil.

— 3ByuMT 3aMaHuMBO, — Menucca 3aaymanack. [lociae BuepaiiHeit BCTpeud Ha IUisike e
OBLJIO HEMHOTO He TI0 ce0e OT OJIHOM MBICJI O TOM, YTOObI CHOBA OKA3aThCsl y BOIIBI B ofriHOUecTBe. HO
9KCKYpCHsI C THIOM — 3TO Jipyroe nieno. JIoau, THEBHOM CBET, HUKAKON MUCTUKU. — $1, moxanyi,
nonpooyio.

— Otmuno! — WBu npocusna. — 5 Mory npsiMo ceiiuac o3BOHUTh Mapu, U OHa 3a BaMu
3aefer nocne odena. [oBeppre, BaM noHpasutcs. ['poTsl y Hac coBepieHHO BoieOHble. ['oBopsT,
B HEKOTOPBIX M3 HUX JIO CUX MOpP HAXOAAT JAPEBHUE alTapy U cTaTy3TKU. KTO-TO Haxke yTBepkaaer,
YTO BUJIEJ TaM CBETSAIIMECS (PUIYphl, HO 3TO, OISITh K€, U3 pa3psaaa JereHa. — OHa NoAMUTHYJIA U
nofHsutack co cryna. — Hy, s noiiny. ¥ MeHs TaM JecepTsl MOArOpaloT, a Halll ToBap MeHs yObET,
eciu s ono3jan. Bel 3aBTpakaiite, oTapixaiite. Ecim 4to-To moHagoouTcst — s 37€ch 10 Beuepa.

Omna ynuia, octaBuB nocJe ceds JIETKUA apoMaT BaHIIM U OLIyIIeHHe Teruia. Mesmcca poBo-
auiia e€ B3MIAIOM M 3agyMasiach. MIBU Kazajnach MCKpPEHHEW, MPOCTON U Ha YIUBJICHUE YIOTHON —
U3 TeX JIOJEH, C KOTOPBIMU MOKHO JIPYKUTb, HE Onacasch 1ofBoxa. OHa COBEPIIEHHO HE MOXOAUIA
Ha TeX KEHILUH, YTO OKpyXanu Memuccy B Ipouuion xu3HU. HUKakoro ckpelIToro sijia, HUKakux
IIBOI7IHI>IX cMBICJIOB. TOIBKO OTKpbITad yJII)I6Ka 1 I'OTOBHOCTBH ITIOMOYb.

Menucca ponmia koge u rnocmorpena Ha Mope. OHO BCE Tak e JIGHHMBO KAaTWJIO BOJIHBI Ha
MIECOK, ¥ B €ro IIyOuHe He ObLIO BUAHO HUYEro, KpomMe COJMHEYHbIX OnMkoB. «['opon Ha aHE, —
nojiymMasia oHa. — 3aToHyBIIMe Xpambl. [letn Mopsi, Beixoasiue Ha 6eper». KpacuBast ckaska. Ho
YTO-TO B 9TOW CKa3Ke TPEBOKUJIO €€, LIEIUISIIO 3a Kpail CO3HAHMsI, HE JJaBasi OKOHYATEJIBHO CIUCATh
BCE Ha (PONBKJIOP.

Ona pocrana tenedoH, OTKpbUIa Opay3ep 1 HaOpasia B IOMCKE Ha3BaHKUE OCTPOBa. Pe3ynbTaTsl
ObUIA CKYIHBIMU: Napa TYPUCTUYECKUX CANTOB C 0OmMMHU (hpa3aMu, CTPAHMYKA OTEJsl, HECKOIBKO
CTapbIX CTaTed MpO apXeoJOrMYecKue HaXOIKU B perroHe. HuKakux jiereH/1, HUKakuX 3aTOHYBIIUX
roponos. 1 Bce xe...

Mernucca mponucTana A0 KOHIA BBIJAYM M HATKHYJIACh HA JIIOOUTEIbCKUI OJor. 3arojoBoK
racuit: «MecTa CHITBL: OCTPOB, KOTOPOTo HeT Ha Kaprax». CTaThs OblIa HamvcaHa KaKUM-TO ITyTe-
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IIECTBEHHUKOM HECKOJIBKO JieT Ha3zad. OH onuceiBal T€ ke IPOThl, O KOTOPBIX yroMsHyaa By, u
YTBEPKAAJ, UTO B OHOM M3 HUX CIIBIIIAJ TIEHUE, TOHOCUBIIIEECs U3-TI0]] BOABL. «Meonus Obuia npe-
KPacCHOM U KYTKOW OIHOBPEMEHHO, — MHCaJl OH. — $1 He MOT MOIIEBEINThCS, TOKA OHA 3Byvasia. A
KOIJla OHA CTUXJIA, 1 YBUJEJ, YTO BOKPYI MEHsI Ha KaMHSIX JIekKaT JAECATKUA pPaKOBUH, XOTs A0 3TOTO
UX He ObLIO».

Menucca pe3ko BhIKJIOUMIa TesneoH U CyHyna ero B Kapmal. Ceplie KOJIOTHIIOCH OBICT-
pee oobyHOr0. OHa ckazana cede, YTo 9TO MPOCTO COBHAZeHHUe. PakoBHUHBI Ha IUIsS ke — OOBIYHOE
neno. Ilenue noxa Bomoit — akycruueckuid peHomeH. Ho rie-to BHYTpU yke 3apoauiioch CMyTHOE,
Heo(hOpMJIEHHOE MPeUyBCTBHE, UTO 3TOT OTITYCK OKaKETCSI COBCEM He TAKMM, KaK OHA IJIAHUPOBAJIA.

Oma BcTaa u3-3a CToNa 1 ke cCoOMpanach yXoauTb, KOTAa 3aMeTHIIA Ha KPalo Teppackl (pUrypy.
Beicokuii crityaT B Oeltoli pyoariike, TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, pa3BeBaIOIINeCs Ha BETPY. AJIEKC CTOSLT y Oatio-
CTpazbl M cMOTpe npsiMo Ha He€. OH He ybIoasicsi, HO B €ro I71a3ax, Jake Ha paCCTOSIHUH, YUTAJIOCh
CTpaHHOE BBIPAKEHUE — CMEChH Y/IOBJIETBOPEHUs M OxkuiaHusl. CJIOBHO OH 3HAJI, YTO OHA TOJIBKO UTO
npountana. CIOBHO OH caM HarlpaBuil e€ K ToMy OJIory.

Meucca OpICTPO OTBEPHYJIACh U TIOILIA K BHIXOLY C TEPPACHI, CTApasCh HE YCKOPSATH IIIar U He
MoKasbiBaTh cTpaxa. Korya oHa cHoBa Opocuiia B3I B CTOPOHY OaJIIOCTPa/Ibl, TaM yke HUKOTO He
obu10. Tonpko Oenast 3aHaBeCKa KOJbIXaJIach Ha yTPeHHeM Opu3e Ja Yaiika, CHJEBINas Ha TIepuiax,
npoBoauia Meuccy JOJITuM, HEMUTAIOIIAM B3IJISIOM.

[Mocne obena oHa Berperutesi ¢ rugom. OHa noeseT B rpothl. OHa OyieT BecTu ceOsi Kak HOp-
MaJIbHBIN TYPUCT HAa HOPMAJIbLHOM KYPOPTE. U nukakue JICTCHAbI, HHKAKUE PaKOBHWHbBI HA ITOJOKOHHU-

KaX 1 HUKaKUE€ MY)KUYHMHEI C ITIa3aMU IBETA MOPA HE 3aCTaBAT eé IMOBEPUTH B TO, YETO HE MOKET OBITh.

IMo kpaiiHeir Mepe, Tak oHa ceOe ckazasia. Ho Mope, ciyimagiiee e€ MbICTH CKBO3b TOJIIILY BOJIBI,
JIMIIb YCMEXHYJIOCh B OTBET — O€33BYYHO U TEPIEIMBO, KAK YMEET YCMeXaThCsl TONBKO BEUHOCTb.
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I'naBa 4

I'naBa 4. I'poTs

Mapwu okazanach IMEHHO TaKO#, Kakoi e€ onuchiBasia MIBU, — BBICOKO, KUUCTOM, C OOBET-
PEHHBIM JIUIIOM ¥ BHITOPEBIIMMHU J100es1a KyJpsAMU, COOPaHHBIMU B Tyroi XBocT. OT He€ maxJjio COJH-
[IeM, MOPEM U KOKOCOBBIM MaclioM. Y TpHuasia, Ijie OHM BCTPETHIIUCH, TOKAYMBAIACh HEOObIIIasI
MOTOpHasI JIOZIKA, BBIKpAIlIEHHAs] B BECENbIN royOoil IIBET.

— Th1 ogHa? — cripocuia Mapu BMecTo npHuBeTCcTBHSA. [0y0c y He€ ObUT XpUILIOBATHIH, Kak
y 4YesioBeKa, KOTOPBIii MHOTO Kpudasl CKBO3b BeTep. — OOBIYHO B IpOTHI €34T Hmapoukamu. Vmm
CEMbSIMHU.

— 4l omHa, — moaTBepaMiIa Menucca, 3a6upasich B JIonKy. — Pa3Be 310 mpodiema?

— Hukakux nmpo6nem, — Mapu nokana rjedamu u 3aBesia Motop. — I[Ipocto oHO#t ObiBaeT
crpamiHo. Tam, B rporax, TemHo. U 3xo crpanHoe. HEeKOTOphIX 3TO myraer.

Jlogka otyanuia ot mUpca U pe3BO MMOHECTIACh BAOJIb CKAJIMCTOI'O 6epera. Menucca cuaena Ha
HOCY, IIOACTAaBUB JIMLIO COJIEHBIM 6pr3raM, " CMOTpPEJIa, KaK OCTPOB PACKPLIBACTCA C HOBOﬁ, HE3Ha-
KOMOH CTOPOHBI. IInsxu cMeHsIIMCh OTBECHBIMU CKaJlaMu, 6CJ'IBIMI/I, KaK M€JI, U3pE€3aHHbIMH BETPOM
n BOILOfI B IMPUYYIJIMBLIC ApKU U OarlHu. KOC-FI[G B CKajax 3UsJIM TEMHBbIC IMpoOBaJibl — BXOZbI B
MEHICPhl U I'POTHI, O KOTOPBIX pACCKa3biBaJla Han.

Mapu, nepekpvKHBasi IIyM MOTOpa, pacckasbiBajia uctopuu. I1po nuparoB, KOTopsle IpATAIM
B 9TUX IpoTax HarpabneHHoe 30510T0. [Ipo KoHTpabaHANCTOB, EPEBO3MBILINX HIENK U MPsTHOCTH. [Ipo
BIIOOJIEHHBIX, KOTOPBIE HA3HAYAIIH JIPYT JPYTy CBUIAHK B MEIepax U MHOTA MTporajain 0e3 BECTH.

— Iponananmu? — nepecnpocuiia Menucca.

— Hy, — Mapu xutpo npuurypuiach, coaBisis 000pOThl, — y HAC TYT €CTh OJHA JIereH/a.
['oBOPAT, B OJTHOYHUE U3 CAMOT'O IAJIBHETO IPOTa CJBILIMTCS NeHue. Takoe KpacuBoe, YTO HUKTO He
MOXeT ycrosaTh. U Te, KTo ua€T Ha rosoc, Oosnbliie He Bo3BpamiaoTcsi. — OHa paccMesiiach, YBUIEB
BeIpaxkeHue ymia Menuccbl. — [la He 60iics Thl. DTO MPOCTO CKA3KM 1Sl TYPUCTOB. MBI TyAa U He
NOIUIBIBEM. [JasIbHUI IPOT 3aKPBIT 11 MOCELIEHUsI — TaM OIacHO, KAMHHU OOBAJIMBAIOTCSI.

OHu 000THY/IM OYepeTHOM CKATMCTHIN BBICTYI, 1 Mapu 3arymiia MoTop. JIomka MArko TKHY-
JIach HOCOM B TECUaHyl0 OTMeJIb y BXOJa B OrpoMHYIo remepy. CBOIbI €€ yXOAUIM BBEPX METPOB
Ha JIeCsITh, @ BOJA BHYTpU ObUIa TAKOrO MPOH3UTENIBHO-TOMYOOro IBETa, YTO Ka3ajaoch, OyITO OHa
CBETHUTCS cama 1o cebe.

— IlepBast octaHOBKa, — 00BsABIIIA Mapu, MpUBs3bIBast JTOJKY K TOpUaIieMy 13 BOJbl KaMeH-
HOMYy cTonOouky. — ['pot Adponutsl. Kpacuseiiiee Mecto Ha ocTpoBe. MOXelllb UCKYTIAThCS, €CITH
Xouelllb. 311ech 6e301acHo, ITyOuHa HeOobIIIasl.

Menucca cHsna capadaH, OCTaBIIMCh B KyNAJIbHUKE, U OCTOPOXKHO CIycTUJIach B Boxy. OHa
OKazasiach MpOXJIaJHee, YeM OHa OXKHKasa, HO He OOKUTaloIIe XOTOAHOM, a PUSITHO OCBEXKAIOIIEH.
Bona 6b1a Tako# Mpo3payvHoid, 4TO OHA BHAENA KaXIyl0 IECYMHKY Ha THE, KaXIylo rajbKy, o0poc-
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1y 3eJIEHBIMU BOOOPOCIISAMH. CostHeYHbIe JIy4H, MIPOHUKABIIHUE CKBO3b TPECIIUHBI B CBO/IC ICIICPHI,
HIpajid Ha MMOBEPXHOCTU BOIBI, pa361/113aﬂcr, Ha TBICAYM 30JIOTBIX UCKP.

— Kpacuo, npasna? — Mapu cujena B JIOAKe, CBECUB HOTH, M 3aKypuBasa curapery. — $1
clofia ¢ Aercrsa 1uiaBao. Kax/plil pa3 Kak B IEpBbIi pas.

Mesucca Jiernia Ha CIIMHY, PaCKMHYB PYKH, W MO3BOJIMIIA BOJE JiepKarh e€. TuilliHa BHYTpH
rpota 6bl1a 0COOEHHON — TITyOOKOM, 3BOHKOM, HAPYIIIAeMOK TOJIBKO TIJIECKOM KarleJib, CPhIBAIOIIXCS
co cranaktutoB. OHa 3aKpbljia IJla3a U MOMbITAJIaCh HU O YEM He JyMaTh. TOJNBKO BOJIA, TOJIBKO CBET,
TOJIBKO TIOKOM.

Ho nokoii He npuxoaui. BmecTto 3Toro B rosioy Jie3nu HerpoiiieHbie Mbiciiu. Asekc. Ero riaza,
ero rojoc. To, kak oH mpou3HEC e€ ums. M pakoBruHa Ha IOOKOHHUKE, BJIA)KHAS U ITAXHYLAsA MOPEM.

— Mapu, — oHa OTKpbLUIA Ila3a U NiepeBepHY/IAch Ha KUBOT, MOAIUIBIB OJIMIKE K JIOJIKe, — a
ThI 3HAEIIIb JIETEHIy O JEeTX Mopsi?

Mapu BbIIyCTHJIa CTPYHKY AbIMA M IOCMOTpesia Ha Menuccy ¢ TI0OOMBITCTBOM.

— WBu pacckazana? — yrounuiia oHa. — Hy n1a, ectb Takas. Crapas, eni€ 1o rpekos. ['oBopsT,
MOpe — 3TO *MBOe cyliecTBo. M y Hero ects netr. OHM MOTYT BBIXOAMUTH Ha CYIIy, IPUHAMATh
YyeJIoBeuecKnid OONIUK, KUTh cpeau Jionei. Ho pano wim mo3mHo mMope 30BET ux obpatHo. U toraa
OHH BO3BPAIIAIOTCS — CaMH WIIH... — OHa TIOMEIJTIIIA, — WJIM 3a0UPaIoT ¢ COOO0M KOro-To emig.

— A KaK OHM BHIIVIAIAT? — cripocuia Menucea, crapasch, YTOObI TOJIOC 3Bydall 6e33a00THO.
— D11 1etTv Mopsi?

— INo-paszHomy, — Mapwu noxasa riedamu. — Kak oObI4HBIE JTI0/IM, TOTBKO Kpacusee. U rnaza
y HUX... cTpaHHble. OueHb cBeTible. ['0BOPAT, OHM MOTYT O4apoBaTh YeJ0BEKa OJHUM B3MisiaoM. U
TOT, KOTO OYapOBaJIM, Y/KE€ HE MOXKET OTKa3arbcs. MIIET 3a HUMU B BOAY ... BCE.

Ona crienana pe3koe JABMKEHUE PyKOW, M300pakasi, Kak KTO-TO yXOAUT Iof Boy, 1 Memwcca
HEBOJILHO B3JPOTHYJIA.

— Jlago, — Mapu 3arymmiia curapery M notsaHynace K Motopy. — I[lorusumm nansie. A
MOKaXy Tede TPOT ¢ JeTyurMH MbliiaMu. OHU TaM CITST BHU3 T'OJIOBOM, KaK MaJIeHbKUE 30HTUKU.

Onu nocetwyim em€ JBe Memepbl — OAHY C KOJIOHUEH JIETYYHX MBIIIEW, KOTOpble AENCTBU-
TEJIbHO HAallOMUHAJIM NEPEBEPHYTHIE 30HTUKU, U JIPYTyl0, C KPOLIEYHBIM MOJBOAHBIM TYHHEJIEM,
Yyepe3 KOTOpbIi Mapu npeiokuia MporibiTh, YTOOB BHIOPAThCS B CKPHITYIO OT IOCTOPOHHHUX IJ1a3
naryHy. Menucca corlacuiach — MpOIUIbLIA, 33/1€pKaB AbIXaHUE, Yyepe3 y3KUI MPOXOoJ] U OKa3alach
B MaJICHBKOU KpyIJIoN OyxTe, OKpYKEHHOM CO BCeX CTOPOH BBHICOKMMH cKajamH. Boma 3nech Oblia
HETOJBM)KHOM, OMPIO30BOM M OUeHb COJIEHON — HACTOJIBKO, UTO TEJIO JePKaJIOCh Ha MOBEPXHOCTU
noutu 6e3 YCUJIH.

— Moé mobumoe mMecTo, — ckazajia Mapu, BeIHBIpUBas ClieIoM. — PaHbllle cloga MOKXHO

OBLJIO MOMACTh TOJIBKO Yepe3 3TOT TYHHEIb, a Tereph TyPHUCThI MPOTONTAIM TPOIMy cBepxy. Ho mbI 1o
BOJI€ MPUILUIY, TaK YTO CYUTAH, YTO STO Ay TEHTUYHO.
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Ona 1ru1aBazia Kpyramu, 4To-TO paccKasblasi [P0 MECTHBIX KpaboB, a Menmcca cMOTpesia BHU3.
Eit Bopyr nmokazayioch, 4To Moj Hel, Ha IIyOrHe, YTO-TO IeBeIbHY/I0Ch. Kakas-To TeHb, OrpoMHast
Y MEJIJIEHHAs!, CKOJIB3HYJIA [I0 CaMOMY JIHY JIaTYHbI U ICU€371a B PACLIEIIMHE.

— Mapu, — Tuxo nosajia oHa. — TaMm KT10-T0 ecTb. BHM3y.

Mapwu noaruisia O1Mke U TIIsiHy/1a B BOLY.

— Pri0a, HaBepHOE, — cka3ayia oHa. — M ckar. TyT MHOTIA CKaThl 3aIlJIBIBAIOT, He OOMCS.

Wnu... — oHa BAPYT 3aMoi4asa, BCMaTpUBasCh BO YTO-TO Ha JIHE.
— UYro?
— Hwuuero, — Mapu pe3ko BBIIPAMUIIACH, U €€ JIMLO CTaIo cepbe3HbiM. — [lopa Bo3Bpa-

marbesi. CoHIE CKOpO CANET, @ MHE €HIE JIOKY CTaBUTh Ha MPUKOI.

OHu morutbUM 00paTHO, HO Menrcca 3amMeTria, Yto Mapu GoJbliie He ITYTUT U He PaccKasbl-
Baer JiereH. OHa OblUIa HaNpsKEHa, U B3MIsA]] €€ TO U JIeJI0 CKOJIB3KJI 10 BOJIE, CJIOBHO OHA BBICMAT-
pYBaJia YTO-TO MOJI TIOBEPXHOCTHIO. Meuncca He cTaia pacCIpaliiBaTh, HO BHYTPH He€ MOCeTHIOCch
CMYTHOE OECITOKOICTBO.

Koraa oHn nmpuyanuim K mupcy, CONHIE yKe KJIOHWIOCh K TOPU30HTY, OKpalivBasi HeOO B
PO30BbIE U 30710Thie TOHA. Mapu romoria Menrcce BHIOpAThCsl U3 JIOAKH U, YK€ MPOINAsiCh, BAPYT
B3sJ1a €€ 3a PYKY.

— T mpocTH, UuTO 5 3aMOTYaAIa TaM, B JIaryHe, — cKasaza oHa. — He xotesa 1e0s myrats.
— A 4ro THI YBUENa? — cripocuiia Menucca.
Mapu nomenmia, NoKyceiBas ryoy.

— He 3nar0, — nipusHanack oHa. — Moxker, nokazanocb. Ho Ha gHe jaryHsl, oJ TEM MECTOM,
TA€ ThI IJ1aBaJia, JIC)KaJIn paKOBI/IH])I. MHOFO paKOBI/IH. OHI/I 6I)UII/I BBIJIOKCHHEI 110 prFy, HOHI/IMaCH_H)?
Kak 6yaTo KTO-TO CcrielMalibHO UX TaK pa3yiokil. Takoro paHsiie He ObUTo. S 3/1ech KakIyio HeJeso
OBIBAI0 ¥ HUKOIJA HAYEro MoJOOHOro He BHUIENA.

Meucca HU4ero He OTBeTHIIa. XOJIOIO0K MPoOeskas Mo CIIMHE, HECMOTPS Ha TETUIBIN BEYEePHUIT
Bo31yXx. OHa nonpoinaiack ¢ Mapu u rnomuia kK cBoeMy OyHrajio, CTapasich He iyMarbh O paKOBUHaX,
BBIUJIO’KCHHBIX IT10 KPYT'Yy, 1 O TCHU Ha JHC JIaryHbI.

B Oynrano 6suto Tx0. CrumkoM Trxo. OHa BKIIIOYMJIA CBET, OPOCHJIA CYMKY Ha KpOBaTh U
BJpYT OcTaHOBMJIAch. Ha OIOKOHHMKeE, TaM ke, Iie yTPOM Jiekalla [lepBasi pAKOBUHA, TETIEPb JIEKAJIO
emi€ aBe. Takue ke — MaJleHbKUE, NEPJIaMyTPOBBIE, MEPETUBAIOIIMECS B IEKTPUUYECKOM cBere. 1
OHHN 6I>IJII/I BJIA’KHBIMU.

Menucca nogomuia Olvke U OCTOPOXKHO JOTPOHYJIACH 0 OfHOM. PakoBrHA ObLIa XOJIOJHOM,

KaK KOXa PerTUIUU, U OT IPUKOCHOBEHUsI UyTh IPUOTKPHLIACH, TTIOKA3aB PO30BYIO, MY/IbCUPYIOIIYIO
IUIOTh BHYTpU. Menucca oTnepHyna pyky u nonsaruiach. Cepaie KoJOoTUIOCh IIe-TO B TOpIie.
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Ona cxBarmiia TesepoH U yke TotoBa Oblila TO3BOHUTH MIBM MK Ha pecernieH, YToObI MoIpo-
CUTb TIEPECEIUTh €€ B IPyroil HOMep, Kak BAPYT 9KpaH TenedoHa MOpruy u norac. Menucca Haxamna
KHOMKY — HuJero. TemedoH ObUT OMHOCTHIO 3apsiKeH eIlé yTpoM, HO ceiluac OH JiekKas B e€ pyke
YEpPHBIM, MEPTBBIM KYCKOM TutacTrka. Ha Ge3:KM3HEeHHOM 3KpaHe MeIJIeHHO, CJIOBHO MPOCTYyMasi U3
[TyOMHBI, HAYAJIM TIOSIBJIATHCS OyKBBL. Menucca ¢ y’kacoM CMOTpeia, Kak OHH CKJIaJbIBAIOTCS B CJIOBA:

«HE BOHCH. 4 PSIJIOM. A.»

Omna oTmBBIpHY/Ia Tesie)OH HAa KPOBaTh M BKaJlach CIMHOW B CTeHy. Bo3myx B OyHraso crai
BJIQKHBIM U COJIEHBIM, Kak Oy/ITO MOpe JIBIIIAJIO IIPSAMO el B uwo. ITof mosoM uTo-To 3acKkpuIieso —
MPOTSDKHO, BJIaxHO. W rae-To cCHapyXu, C TOM CTOPOHBI OKHA, pa3jascs 3ByK. Hu3kuii, yTpoOHBIi,
MIOXOKUI OJHOBPEMEHHO Ha IIEHHE KUTA U Ha YeJioBeueckuid rosioc. OH 3Bajl e€ 1o UMEHHU.

— Menucca...

OmHa 3aKpblIa YA pyKaMH U 3QKMYpPUJIAch, HO TOJIOC 3By4all He cHapyxu. OH ObUT BHYTpH
He€. OH 3BydYasn B e€ cCOOCTBEHHOH rojioBe, B e€ KpoBH, B e€ KocTax. M oH oOeman mokoit. O6e-
111271 KOHEI[ BCEM CTPaJaHUsIM, BCEM MpefaTebcTBaM, BCeM BOCIOMUHAHUSIM. HyKHO OBbLJIO TOJBKO
OTKPHBITh ABEPb U NMOUTH Ha IUIstK. [loiiTi B Boxy. I103BO/IMTH MOpPIO IPUHSATS €€.

Menucca He 3Haja, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHM OHA TaK MPOCTOsIa — 3a)KMYPUBIIKCDH, 3aKUMasi YIIIH,
6opsicb ¢ 3TM 30BOM. Ho Korja oHa OTKpbUIa 171a3a, 32 OKHOM yxe Obl1o TeMHO. TenedoH nexan
Ha KpoBaTH 1 padoTal Kak HU B YEM He ObIBasio. PakOBHHBI ¢ IONOKOHHMKA Kcuesu. U B OyHrano
MaxJIo He COJBIO, a OOBIYHBIM BEUEPHUM BO3/1yXOM C HOTKAMH IIBETYIIEH OyreHBUILIHY.

Ona MeJJIeHHO, Ha HEeTHYIIMXCsl HOrax MOOIUIA K ABEPHU M BHIIVISIHYJIA Hapyxy. [Lmsok ObL

myct. JIyHa Bucena HaJ MOpeM, KENTask ¥ Kpyrias, Kak 6enbmo. M Ha recke, IpsiMo Y Topora, TSHY-
JIach LETI0YKa CleIoB — OOCBIX HOT, BEAYLIMX OT BOABI K ABepu. Ho 0OpaTHBIX clienoB He ObLIO.
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I'naBa 5

Menucca He cniana.

Oma sie’xana B IOCTENH, TSI B OTOJIOK, U CYMTANA TPEIIMHBL B modeske. X Oblio oguHHA-
auatb. OJUHHAIIATh TOHKUX, U3BUIIMCTBIX JIMHUM, PACXOASIIMXCS OT LIEHTPa, KaK TPELMHbI Ha IHE
niepecoxinero o3epa. TenedoH oHa BHIKJIIOUMIIA U YOpasa B SIIUK — MOCJIe COOOIIEHH S, IIPOCTYIHB-
IIero Ha MEPTBOM IKpaHe, €il He XOTeJIOCh K HeMy MpHKacaTbes. JIBepb OHa 3arepia Ha 3aMOK U Ha
mekongy. OkHa 3a/IEpHyJIa IVIOTHBIMU ILITOPAMU.

Ho tuimmmnza Bcé paBHO ObLJ1a HEITOJTHOM. Mope ABIIIAJIO TAC-TO COBCEM PAAOM, U B 9TOM JIbIXa-
HUH el YyAUINCH IoJIocCa.

Ona nHe 3aMETUJIa, KaK IMPOBAJINIIACh B apeMy HOJ'I)KHO 6bITb, YCTAJIOCTh B34J1a CBOE& — Ta
camMmas“d, FJ'IY6I/IHH3H, YTO HaKaIlJIMBA€TCA HE 3a ACHDb, a 3a MCCALBI. En IIOKa3aJI0Chb, YTO OHA BCE elle
JIEKUT B KPOBATHU, HO BO3YX BOKPYT CTAJI IJIOTHBIM U BJIA’KHBIM, KaK B Oane. OHa MOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY
— W yBUJECJIA, YTO ABEPb 6YH1"2U'IO pacliaxHyTa HACTCKb.

B nipoéme crostia Houb. M B 3TOM HOUM, y CAMOW KPOMKH BOJIBI, KTO-TO OBLI.

Memucca Bcrana. OHa He XOTeJia BCTaBaTh — TeJIO ABHUTAaJIOCh CaMO, ITIOJYHUHAACH tIy)KOIL/,I BOIJIEC.
boceie Horu CTyIIHJIX Ha ,HepeBHHHbeI I10J1I, IIOTOM Ha IIECOK. ITecok ObLT XOJIOOHBIM, HO HE 00XHras.
.HYHa BUCECJIa HU3KO, KpyIylasg U JKENTasA, Kak 6CJ'IBMO, U B e€ CcBeTe UK Kazayics ILCKOpaI_II/ICILﬁ K
CIICKTAKJII0 — HCHACTOAIINM, HAPUCOBAHHbIM.

YV BOABI CTOSIIA JKEHIIMHA.

Ona Obu1a MOJIOION — MOXET ObITh, poBecHHLIeH Menucchl. [JTnHHbIe TEMHBIE BOJIOCH, HAMOK-
e U TSKENbIE, OONeIUIsIM e€ TUleud U cnuHy. [1natbe — cTapoMoAHOe, CBETIOE, C KPYKEBHBIM
BOPOTHHUKOM — OBLIO MOPBAHO Ha MOAI0NE ¥ IOKPHITO MSATHAMU costil. Ho caMbIM CTpaHHBIM ObLITO HE
3710. KOXa jkeHIMHbI oTMBasia cepebpom. MeJkas, MI0THas 4Yelllysl MOKphIBaia €€ pyKH OT JIOKTEH
110 KOHUYMKOB MaJIbLIEB, MOJHUMAJIACh IO I1Iee K CKYyJIaM, U B JIYyHHOM CBETE Ka3aJoCh, UTO OHA OZETa
B JIParolieHHYIO KOJIbUYTY.

)KCHH_II/IHa IJ1aKaja. Be33By‘~IHO, HE BCXJIUITBIBAA — IIPOCTO CJIE3BbI TEKJIU M0 €€ mIeKaM, OCTaB-
JIAA BJIa7KHBIC JOPOKKU Ha YCIIYEC.

— IMomoru MHe, — ckazana oHa. ['onoc y He€ ObUT TMXMIA, HAATPECHYTHIN, KaK IIIyM TaJIbKH,
nepekarbsiBaeMoit BoiHOM. — Ilokanyiicra. S He Mory cama. I mblITanack, HO MEHs1 HE OTITYCKAIOT.

Mernucca cpenaina mar Boepéa. BHyTpu Heé 60poimch cTpax U kKajaocTh — HO KaJloCThb, CTa-
pas noOpas KaJoCTb, KOTOpasi CTOJILKO pa3 3acTapiisjia € MpoLaTh, TepeTh, IOHUMATh, OKA3aJ1ach

CUJIBHEE.

— Yro ¢ Bamu? — cripocuiia oHa. — Yo ciryunsocs?
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— OH He OTITycKaeT, — JKEHIIMHA MPOTSIHY/IA K Hel pyKy. JlamoHb Oblia MOKpBITA Yelryen,
HO TaJIbLIbl OCTABAJIMCh YEJIOBEYECKMMU — TOHKUMM, JApOXKalUMU. — $1 37ech yke Tak JaBHO. S
3a0bUIa, Kak maxHeT 3emuis. S 3a0buia, kakoe conHile. [Tomoru mue. [oxanyiicra.

Menucca cMoTpesia Ha TIPOTSHYTYIO pyKy. UTo-TO B 3TOM clieHe ObLIIO HEeNmpaBWILHBIM. YTO-
TO, KpOME Yelllyd W JIyHHOTO CBeTa, Kpome Toro (hakTa, YTo OHa CTOUT Ha IUIsSIKEe TIOCPEeIu HOUU U
pasroBapvBaeT C HE3HAKOMKOM, KOTOpasi HE OCTaBJISIET CJIEA0B Ha MECKE.

Cnenos. la, TouHo. KeHIIMHA CTOsI/Ia HA MOKPOM TIeCKe, HO BOKPYT He€ He ObUIO HU OTHOM
BMATHUHBL. V1 BOJHBI, HAKATHIBAIOIIME Ha Oeper, MPOXOIIN CKBO3b HEE.

— Hy e, — roJioc KeHIMHBI cTal HacToiunBee. — [laii MHe pyKy. Thl Begb 1o0Opast. Thl Besib
MOHUMAETITh, KAKOBO 9TO — KOrjia Te0s1 OpocaioT.

CnoBa ymapwiu B camylo OOJIbHYIO TOUKy. Menucca yke NOTHSUIA PYKY, yXKe TMOTSHYJach
HaBCTpeuy — U BIpPYT 3amepJia.

NBu. Cnosa VBu npo npeBHUe JereHapl. «['0BOpsT, OHM MOTYT O4apoBaTh YeIOBEKa OJHUM
B3MIAA0M. M TOT, KOro o4apoBaiy, yxe He MOKET OTKa3aTbes. VIIET 3a HUMU B BOAY U BCE».

JKeHmuHa, nepexBaTuB e€ B3MJIsAI, liepecTalia rakarh. Ca€3bl BBICOXJIM MTHOBEHHO, KaK Karliu
Ha pacKaJIEHHOM KaMHe. BrIpakeHue auia n3MEeHUIOCh — KAJIOCTIIMBAs TPUMaca CMEHUJIACh XOJIO-
HbIM, OLIEHUBAIOIIUM TTPUIILY POM.

— [aii. Mue. Pyky, — npou3Heciia oHa 1O cjoraMm, U rojioc €€ Momesn TpelMHaMU, KaK JIE
T0J1 HOTAMHU.

Menucca oTaEpHyIia Naiblbl B OCASAHUA MUT.

JKeHiyHa 3aKkpuyyania.

3710 He OBUIO TIOXOKE Ha YeJOBEYECKUH KPUK. 3BYK BBIPBAJICA U3 €€ Topia, Kak BOW LITOp-
MOBOI'O BETpa, KaKk CKpexkeT SKOPHOMU Lienu. Yelrys Ha e€ Jinle BCTONOPIIMIIACK, 71a3a BCIIBIXHY/IN
royObIM — T€M CaMbIM, aKBAMAPUHOBBIM. POT pacKphLjics IIMpe, YeM 3TO BO3MOXKHO /IS YeJIoBeKa,
OOHAXUB PsIbl TOHKUX, 3arHYTHIX BHYTPb 3yOOB.

— TbI AYMAEIIIb, ¥ TEBA ECTb BbIBOP?! — B3peBesna oHa 1 Opocuiiach BIepén.

Menucca nobexaa.

Ilecok yxonui u3-noj HOT, UETLISJICS 3a CTYIHU, 3aMe/1y1sii1. OHa clibliiaja 3a CIIMHOM TSKEINOE,
BJIa)KHOE JIbIXaHUEe, YyBCTBOBAJIA JIEASHOM XOJIO/, MCXOASAIIHNA OT IpecieaoBaTebHuIIbL. [lo OyHrano
OCTaBaJIOCh BCEIO HUYETO — OHa YK€ BUJEJa CBET Ha BepaHJie, — HO BAPYT BO3yX Nepejl Heil Cry-
CTHJICS, TIOIIEN psIOBIO, KaK HaJ KOCTPOM, U JKEHIIMHA BO3HMKJIA MPsIMO miepes Hell. I3 HuoTkyna.

Kak Anekc torga, Ha IUISTKE.

— MarnenbKas IpsiHb, — IPOIIMIIENA OHa, XBarasi Menuccy 3a Boiochl. [lasblibl, yHU3aHHBIE
Yyelyei, COMKHYJIMCh MEPTBOI XBaTKOM. — Jlymasa, MOXXHO ITPOCTO MMOCMOTPETh U YUTH?
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Ona notammna Menuccy k Boze. Ta Kpruasia, OpbIKaslach, MBITANACH BIENUTHCS HOITSIMU B
Yeuryiuaryio pyKy, HO MaJIbIIbl CKOJIb3UJIH, He Haxofs1 oropbl. Mope npuomkanock — 4épHoe, Mac-
JISIHUCTOe, Jpllariee. BomHa nu3Hyna e€ CcTynmHM, MoToM KosleHu. Bopa Obita sefsHoi. OHa Kria
KOXXY, KaK KHCJIOTa.

— OH BbIOpa TeOs1, — IIenTaa )XeHIIuHA, HAKJIOHSACh K camomy yxy. — OH BbIOpas Teds,
a g octayiack TaMm. ['Huth. Kaare. Thl He 3acoyxuia.

Bopna momnuia o mosica, motoM 10 Tpyau. Menucca yxke 3axyeéObBajlack — COJIEHask TOpeyvb
3aI0JIHUJIA POT, HOC, Y. OHa B NOC/IEIHUI pa3 pBaHy/lach, BBITHY/IACh AYTOM — M...

IIpocHynace.

Cena Ha KpoBaTtH, xBaTasi proM Bo3ayx. Cepiiie KOJOTUIOCH Tak, YTO €ro, HaBepHOe, ObLIO
CJIBIIITHO 32 ABepbio. [TocTesnb Obl1a MOKpO# HackBO3b. He oT mota — ot Bojbl. ConéHol, naxHymien
THHOW ¥ BOIOPOCIISIMH. B0ooCk 00IeniIN M0 MOKPBIMU MPSIISMU, U C HUX Kanajio Ha MOIYIIKY,
Ha IJIeYH, Ha COMTYIO MPOCTHIHIO.

3a oKHOM 3aHMMaIcs paccBeT. He6o 13 4€pHOro CTaHOBUIIOCH CEPbIM, ITOTOM PO30BBIM, U TIEp-
BBIE JIy4H COJTHIIA YK€ 30JI0TUJIM BEPXYIIKH OJMB. Mope ObLIO CIIOKOUHBIM. [TIsiK — MycThIM.

Merucca crycTria HOTY ¢ KpoBaTé M OOHapyXuWJia, YTO CTOUT B Jiyke. Ha nepeBsHHOM moiy
OyHTrasio, BOKPYT KpOBaTH, pacTeKjach Mopckast Boja. OT He€ TSHY/IMCh MOKpbIE ciiefbl K 1Bepu. Ho
aBepb OblTa 3anepra. U 3aMoK, U IeKona.

Ona foro cujiena, 00XBaTUB KOJIEHW PyKaMHU, MBITasiCh YoeauTh cedst, 9To 310 ObUT coH. [Tpo-
cro coH. Kommvap. HepeHblii cpbiB. Uto yrogqHo. Ho MOKpeie BOJIOCH, COEHBIE TYOB U 3arax Mops,
MPOMUTABIINI BCE BOKPYT, TOBOPHJIM 00 OOpaTHOM.

UYepes yac, koe-Kak npuBeas ceOsl B MOPSJOK, OHA BbIIIUIA K 3aBTpaKy. He moromy, uto xoTena
€cTb, — €CTb €/ He XOTEJIOCh YK€ BTOpbIe CYTKU. A ITOTOMY, YTO OOsIach OCTaBaThCsI OHA B OyHraJIo.

Pecropan BcTpeTnit €€ npuBBIYHBIM YIOTOM. Ta ke IMoxuias mnapa B yrily, TOT K€ MyK4uHa C
ra3eToi, TOT K€ apoMaT CBeKUX KpyaccaHoB. VIBM nomaxaia el pyKoil u3ajieka 1 ;keCTOM IoKa3aa,
41O ceivac nogonaeT. Menucca BblOpasia CTOJMK B IIPOTUBOIONIOKHOM KOHIIE T€PPAachl, MOJAJIbIIIE
OT MOp#, U CeJla, CAKUMas B JIAJOHSAX YaLIKy C TOPSYUM Kode.

— Ho6poe ytpo, Menucca.

OHa B3pOrHYyJIa U MOJIHSUIA B3MIsA. Y COCEJJHErO CTOJNMKA, OYKBAJIBHO B JIBYX Ilarax, CHIEN
Anekc. OH ObLT OfIeT B CBOOOIHYIO JILHSIHYIO pyOaliKy KpeMOBOTO IBeTa, HeOpeKHO PACCTETHYTYIO
Ha TPY/IH, U JepXkal B pyKe Jamiky ¢ 4aeM. OT Hero rnaxjio — OHa Terepb y3Hajla 3TOT 3amax —
CBEKEBCKPBITOM PAKOBHMHOM, COJIBIO 1 YEM-TO JIPEBHUM, KaK OKEaHCKOE JIHO.

— BBI... THI IaBHO 371eCh? — CITPOCHJIA OHA, CTAPAsICh, YTOOBI TOJIOC HE IPOKAIL.

— C paccBera, — OH YJIBIOHYJICS KpaemkoM Ty0. — ¢ moOmo BcTpeyaTh CONHIIE Y BOMIBL.
CeronHst OHO OBUTIO OCOOEHHO KPaCHUBBIM.
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OH nomomyasi, DO Ha Heé, 1 J0OaBIIT:

— Thi ToXe ero Bcrpevana. S Bujiesn, Kak Thl CTOsIIa y OKHAa. MbI CMOTpEI Ha OJHO M TO Xke
He0O.

Menmucca omyctuna B3, OHa JeCTBUTENHHO CTOSJIA Y OKHA — TIOCIIe TIPOOYKICHUS, eI
MOKpasi, IpoXKalias, MeITasiCh MOHSTh, YTO U3 CIIyYUBIIIErocst ObLIO CHOM, a 4To HeT. U oHa Buzena
paccBert. U ceituac, npu cBeTe JHS, BCE 9TO Ka3aJIOCh MOUYTH HEJIETbIM — KEHIIUHA B Yelllye, KpUK,
6opwoa. [Tpocto kommap. [TpocTo CAUIIIKOM MHOTO JIETeH/]T 32 OJIUH JIEHb.

— Tsi moxo cnana? — copocuit Asekc. B ero rosnoce 3Byuano yuactue — mpocToe, 4esioBe-
yeckoe. — Y Te0s yCTaIbli BU/L.

— MHe cHuUJICA... CTpaHHbIN COH, — NpU3Haiach Menucca. OHa He 3Hajia, 3a4eM TOBOPHUT 3TO
eMy, IMOYTH HEe3HAKOMOMY YeJIOBEKY, HO CJIOBA BBIXOAMIA caMU cOO0N. — O4YeHb pealMCTUYHBIN.
Bynro s BbIlIIA HA TUISIK, a TaM CTOsUIa keHIMHA. Bes B yenye. OHa mpocuiia OMOIIY, HO KOT/a st
TOTBITANIACH YUTH, HAOPOCKJIACh HA MEHs U TIOTAIIWIA B BOLY.

AJiekc OTCTaBMII YallKy. BblpakkeHue ero jmia M3MEHWIOCh — Y/IBIOKA HCYe3sa, YCTYIHB
MECTO COCPEJOTOUYEHHOMY, IIOYTH MPAYHOMY BHUMAHUIO.

— XenmmHa B yemye? — mepecrpocisi oH. — Mosoasi, ¢ TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, B CBETJIOM
aTee?

Menmucca 3amepina. Yarka B e€ pyke IporHyna, koge BBIIUIECHYIICS Ha OJTIojLe.
— Orkyza Tbl 3Haelb?

AJekc moMomua, T Kyla-To MoBepx e€ mieya — Tyaa, TAe MOpe CIMBAIOCh ¢ HEOOM.
[Torom nepeBén B3MIAA HA HEE U 3aroBOpWL. ['0s1oC ero 3Byyan poBHO, HO B HEM MOSBUJIACH KaKasi-
TO HOBa#d, HCIIPUBbIYHAA CepbéBHOCT]).

— 41 3Ha10, 0 KOM ThI TOBOPHUIIIb, — CKa3aJl OH. — ITO crapasi ucropusi. MecrHas JiereHaa.
MHe pacckazanu e€, Korjaa s BIIEpBble IpUexall cloja — roja TpU Haszaj, Kaxercs. S torma Toxe
MHTEPECOBAJICS] MECTHBIM (DOJIBKJIOPOM, apXEO0JIOTvs K 3TOMY pacrnosaraeT. Ml MHe Toke CHUJIMCD CHBI.

— Kakue cHpl? — ménotom cnpocuiia Memnucca.

— Tloxoxue Ha TBOM, — Auiekc oTBEN B3MIsiA. — Kenmmua Ha rispke. Yennys. XonogHast
Boja. S BUAEN €€ HECKOJIBKO pa3, KOrjaa TOJbKO Nocenuiics 34ech. [Ipockinmaicss MOKpbIM, XOTS OKHA
OBbLTH 3aKPBITHL. [lyMat, 4To CX0XKY C yMa. A MOTOM OJIMH CTaphiid ppIOAaK paccKa3al MHE 3Ty JIETCHTY.

On cacjiall IJIOTOK Yad U IMPOAOJIKUIL:

— T'oBopHr, €T nATh Ha3aj] Ha OCTpOBeE Mponaia AeByllka. Typucrtka. ITpuexana onHa, Kak
u Thl. [locemmiace B OyHrano y mopsi. A notoM npocto ucuesna. [lonmmnus uckana, HO HUYEro He
Halllla — HM TeJla, HU Bellen. ToJIbKO MOKpBIE ClIe/ibl Ha IIECKE, BE1yILlUe B BOy. MeCTHbIE TOBOPSIT,
410 Mope 3abpasio e€. Uto oHa crana OqHOM U3 TeX, KOTo IpeBHUE HAa3bIBAIN «HETIPUKASTHHBIMI» —
AyIlIaMH, KOTOPBIX ITyOMHA He IPUHSIA 10 KOHIIA, HO M Ha CYIIly He OTITyCTHJIA.
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Menucca ciymiaia, 4yBCTBYs, Kak XOJIOJ, TEPEXUThI BO CHe, Bo3Bpaimaercs. [lomer mo
MO3BOHOYHUKY, CKUMAET TOpJIO.

— Kak e€ 3Banmu? — crnpocuiia oHa.

— Enena, — orBetun Anekc. — Enena KopcakoBa. Kaxercs, tak. Peidak ckazan, 4to oHa
opu1a 13 Poccun. Kak u ToI.

WX B3rmsaap! BCTpETUINCh. B akBaMaprHOBBIX I1a3ax AJleKkca YATaJIOCh YTO-TO, yero Mesnucca
He Morvia pacungpoBaTh, — HE CTpax, HE TPEBOI'a, a CKOPEe CTPAHHOE, NIOUYTU UCCIIEA0BATEIbCKOE
TOOOIIBITCTBO, CMEIITIAHHOE C COUYBCTBUEM.

— TbI Bepu1lIb B 3T0? — cripocuiia oHa. — B To, 4To OHa cTana... HepUKasTHHOMN?

— 4 Bepio, UTO MOpe — CTPaHHOE MeCTO, — MeJIEHHO Mpou3HEC Ajiekc. — OHO XpaHUT
TallHbl, O KOTOPBIX Mbl, CYXOITyTHBIE, Jake He AoraapiBaemcs. M s Bepio, 4TO HEKOTOpbIE JIOIU...
HEKOTOpHIE JYIIU OCTAIOTCS 3[ECh JJae MOCe TOro, KaK UX Teja ucye3aiot. Moxer ObITh, OHa AeH-
CTBUTEJILHO HE MOXET yUTU. MoxkeT ObITh, il HykHa oMolb. Vi, — OH crenas nay3y, — MOXeT
OBbITh, OHA TIPOCTO 3aBHUYET KUBbIM. TeM, KTO eli€ MOXKET JBIIATh BO3AYXOM U I'PEThCs Ha COJHIIE.

— OHa Hanasla Ha MeHs1, — npoienTtaina Menucca. — Bo cHe. OHa Tamuia MeHsi B MOpe.

— Bo cHe, — mnoBTOpHI1 AJIEKC, U B €ro rojioce Mpo3By4al CTPaHHBIM akleHT. — Ho Tel
MPOCHYJIaCh MOKpOii, BepHO? W Bozia Obliia CONEHOM.

Menmucca He otBeTHIa. Jla M HEe HY)KHO ObIJIO — OH BCE yKe 3HAJL

— 41 To)e mpockInasncs MOKpPbIM, — CKa3aJl OH TUXO. — B niepBeie Hefenu. A MOTOM CHBI IIpe-
Kpartuimck. Moxet ObITh, OHA TOHSIJIA, UTO 51 HE TOT, KTO el HyXeH. Viu mpocTo noTepsiyia MHTepec.
He 3na0. Ho tebe, — OH mocMoTpes Ha He€ ¢ MCKPEHHUM OeCIIOKOWCTBOM, — TeOe HYKHO ObITh
octopoxkHee. He xonu k Boze o HouaMm. He oTkJimkaics, eciiv yCblIuIlb CBOE UMS.

— A 81?7 — cnpocuia Menucca. — Tbl XOQUIlb K BOAE 1O HOYaM?

AJekc ynbIOHYIICSE — MSITKO, TIOYTH TIEYaJIbHO.

— 4 apyroe pmemno, — ckazan oH. — $ mMopckoii apxeosor. Mope — Mosi padora. I most
CTPacTh. $] IPUBBIK K €0 CTPAHHOCTAM. A ThI [TOKA €ILE HET.

WBu, nopomeamas ¢ kopeHHUKOM, 3actaia ux B Momyanuu. OHa Haimuia Menucce cBeKui
kode, Opocuiia KOPOTKUI B3IJIsI HA AJieKca U CIIpOCHJIa:

— Bcé B nopsiake? Bol BhIIIsiIuTE Tak, OyATO 0OCYKIAETe YTO-TO KYTKOE.
— Bcero nuiiib MecTHbIN (DOJIBKIIOP, — OTBETUIT AJIEKC, U TOJIOC €r0 CHOBA CTaJl JIETKUM, TTOYTH

6e33a060THEIM. — $1 pacckasbiBan Menucce nipo Hamm JiereHasl. [Ipo eByIIKy, KOTopas mporaia
IIATHb JICT Ha3al.
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WBu 3amepna. E€ pyka ¢ koelTHUKOM JIpOrHyJIa.

— He Hano 00 3TOM 32 3aBTpakoM, — CKa3ajia OHa C JIEJIAHHOM YJIBIOKOH. — A TO y Hamien
TOCTBH aNMeTUT MponajaeT. 1o BcE crapbie ckasku, Memwcca. He Gepute B TosoBy.

Ho rnaza e€, korma oHa cmorpena Ha AJiekca, TOBOPUJIM COBCEM JIPYTOe.
Korga 1Bu otonuia, Anekc HakJIOHWIICA K MeJrcce U ckasall, IIOHU3UB TOJIOC:

— Ecnu xouers, 1 MOTY TIOKa3aTh TeOe MECTO, Tjie €€ BUJIe/IU B MOCICAHUN pa3. DTO JaIbHUN
MBIC, TaM €CTh CTapblil Masik. He aKkckypcusi — mipocto mnporyika. JJHEM, Mpu cBeTe COJHIA, 3TO
COBCEM He CTpalrHo. A Tebe, BOZMOXHO, CTaHET Jierye, eClid Thl YBUUIIb BCE CBOMMU TJIa3aMHU.
MNHoraa noHMMaHue poroHsieT crpax.

Menmucca 3akosnedanack. C OIHOW CTOPOHBI, TMOCJE BCETro, YTO CIYYUIIOCh, € XOTENIOCh Jiep-
KaThCsl OT ITOTO YesioBeka nofasbiie. C Apyroil — oH ObUT @ MHCTBEHHBIM, KTO e€ ToHsuT. KTo ToXe
BUze cHbl. KTO TOXe MpOChImascss MOKPBIM.

— 4 momymaro, — ckazajia OHa.

— Koneuno, — Auekc kuBHYI. — § Oyay Ha tuisike nociie ooena. Ecimu permmiibest — mpu-
XOJIN.

OH TOIHSJICS, OCTaBWJI HAa CTOJIE HECKOJILKO KYMIOp M YIIEN — JIETKOH, IMOUTH TaHIyIOIIeH
TOXOJIKOM, CJIOBHO caMa 3eMJIsl Oblia eMy He OIOpOW, & BPEMEHHOM YCJIOBHOCTHIO.

Menucca ocranach CuzieTh, NSl B YallKy € OCTHIBIIMM Kodgpe. Jlerenpa o mpomnasuieit
nesymike. CHbI, KOTOpbIe CHATCST JBOUM. MOKpbIe creibl 1 venysi. Bc€ 310 MoxHO ObUIO criMcaTh Ha
coBmazieHus u boraroe BooOpaxeHue. Ho rae-to BHYTpU HeE yke 3pesyia yBepeHHOCTh — XOJIOTHAs,
sICHasl, Kak MOpCKasi BOJja: HUUETO U3 MPOUCXOASIIEro He ObuTo citydaiiHbM. 1 Ajiekc 3Ha ropaszio
OoJIbIlle, YeM pacCcKa3bIBaJl.
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I'maBa 6

IMocne 3aBTpaka Menricca BepHy/1ach B OyHrajio U J0JTO CHea Ha Kpalo KPOBaTH, TSI Ha
MOKPpBbIE CJIe/Ibl, KOTOpBIE 10 CUX MOP He BBICOXJIM Ha JepeBsiHHOM nony. CiioBa Asiekca KpyTHIIUCH B
roJyioBe, Kak 3ae3xeHHas ractuHka. Enena Kopcakosa. Isate ner nazan. [Iponana 6e3 Bectu. Mok-
pble cliebl, BeayIlre B BOAY.

On 3Han 9Ty JICTCHAY. OH TOXE BUOEI CHBI. OH TOXE ITPOCHITIAJICA MOKPBIM.

W teneps oH npejiarai ei Nporyiky K Masky — Ty/a, IJie 3Ty AEBYIIKY BUJIEIH B MOCIEAHUI
pas.

Merucca He Obl1a HauBHOYM. OHA IOHMMAJIA, YTO MPOUCXOUT YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, UTO ITOT MY K-
YMHA MOSIBUICS B €€ KU3HU He CITyYailHO U YTO €ro MHTePeC K Hell BBIXOAUT AAJIEKO 32 pAMKHU KypOpT-
Horo ¢uuprta. Ho oH ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO HE CMOTPEJT Ha He€ C JKaJloCThlo. EMMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO
HE 3a[aBaJl TIIYTBIX BOMPOCOB U HE JaBaJl HEMPOIIEHbIX COBETOB. ENMHCTBEHHBIM, C KEM OHA YyB-
CTBOBaJIa ce0s He pa3Be/IEHHON HEYIauHMIICH, a TPOCTO JKEHIIMHOM.

Omna ogounia K 3epkaiary 1 BCMOTPEJIaCh B CBOE OTpak€HUce. PYCBIC BOJIOCHI, CITYTAHHBIC ITOCJIC
BiIakHON HOuM. TEMHBIE Kpyru noA ria3aMu. brnennas xoxa. Omna BBITJIAOEIA H3My‘IeHHOﬁ — U B TO
7K€ BpEM B e€ ra3ax NosiBUJIOCh YTO-TO HoBOe. Kakas-to yiipdaMad, )XKruBasd UCKpa.

«Het, — ckazana oHa cebe. — Huxkakux ITPOT'YJIOK. Hukakux magkoB. Thl npuexaia Croaa
OTABIXAaTbh, 4 HE 3aBOJUTDH HOBBIN POMaH € NOAO3pUTEJIbHBIM HE3HAKOMIICEM, KOTOprfI CJIMIIIKOM MHOI'O
3HAa€T O TBOUX CHAX».

Omna HaJcjia KYIIaJIbHUK, B35JIa KHUT'Y U PCIIWUTE/IbHO HAIIpABUJIACh Ha ITUISK. COJ'IHI_IC Ipuric-
KaJIO, MOpE JICHUBO HAKATHIBAJIO HaA IICCOK, U BCE BOKPYT BBIITIAACTIO TAKUM HOPMAJIbHBIM, TaAKUM
KypOpTHO-6633a6OTHHM, YTO HOYHOH KolnIMap HavaJl Ka3aTbCd UMEHHO TEM, Y€EM OH, BEPOATHO, U
6LIJ'I, — IIpOCTO CHOM.

Omna jeryia Ha IIE3JIOHI', OTKPbUJIA KHUTY W TOIbITAJIACh YUTATh. Ho CTPOYKH PACIUIbIBAJIMCH
nepes ria3samu. BmecTo TekcTa oHa BUjaea JIMLO Anexkca — ero AKBAMAPUHOBBLIC TJIa3a, €T0 MATKYIO
YJILI6Ky, €ro IMaJiblibl, C;KUMAIOMIUE YallIKy C Ya€M. Ona BCIIOMHMJIA, KaK OH CKa3aJl: «41 Toxe ITPOCHI-
naJjica MOKPbIM». A sto IMPOCTOC MPU3HAHUE — HE IIOIIbITKA BIICYATIINTDH, HE I[CH.IéBLIﬁ HpI/IéM II1MKa-
nepa — BAPYT IOKA3aJIOCh el caMbIM HUCKPEHHUM, YTO OHa CJIbIIIaJjia 3a IMOCJIIEAHNUE T'OIbI.

Oma nposiexana Ha IUIsDKe yac, MOXeT, JBa. IIoToM pe3Ko 3aXJI0nHysa KHUTY U cena.

«Kakoro uépra, — nogymaina oHa. — Tsl Ha ocTpoBe. Tbl cBOOOIHA. ThI MOXEITb TPOCTO MPO-
TYJIATBCS C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH Tebe MHTepeceH. DTo He CBaabOa M He UIOTeKa. DTO MPOCTO Mpo-
ryJIKa».

Omna BCTaJId, OTPAXHYJIA [IECOK U TTIOILIa UCKATb Anexca.

On Hameéncsa Tam XKE, II€ U O6CH_[8..II, — Ha IUIKE, Y JAJIBHETO Kpasd, I'I€ CKaJibl BI1aBaJIUCh B
MOpe. On CHUIEI Ha OOJIBIIIOM IIJIOCKOM KaMHE 1 CMOTpEJI Ha BOLY. BeTep TpenaJ €ro BOJIOCHI, a Oenas
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pyOainka, Kak Bcerza, Oblia pacCTErHyTa. YCIBIIIAB IIark, OH 0OEPHYIICS U YIBIOHYICS — O3 TeHH
YOUBJICHM S, CJIOBHO 3HAJI, YTO OHA MTPUJIET.

— 4 pemmmnace, — cka3zana Menurcca, OCTaHABJIMBAsICh B HECKOJIBKUX Marax. — Ho Tonpko
ecim 3To HeJaneko. U eciu Tel He Oy/ienb paccKa3bIBaTh KyTKUX UCTOPUIL.

— O0eria0, — OH CIIPHITHYI ¢ KamMHsI. — Hukakux xKyTkux uctopuil. TONbKO Masik, TOJIBKO
MOpE, TOJIBKO XOpoIlasi KOMIIaHKS.

Tpomna K janbHEMy MBICY OKa3aslach y3KoW U M3BMIMCTON. OHa neTisia MexIy cKajl, opoc-
IAX KOJIIOYMM KYCTapHMKOM, TO B30HMpasich BBEpPX, TO CITycKasich K camoi Boae. CoHIe Manuio
HelaJHo, 1 Menucca mopaioBaiach, 4To Hajena IUIsAny. AJeKe mEN Bliepeu, MHOrIa o0opadnBa-
sICh ¥ TIOZIaBasi €l pyKy Ha OCOOEHHO KPYThIX yyacTKax. Ero nagons Obuta mpoxJiagHoi, HECMOTpSI Ha
’apy, U IPUKOCHOBEHUE K HEHl KaXblil pa3 OT3bIBAJIOCH B IpyaAnd Meaucchl CTpaHHBIM, TPEBOKHBIM
TETUIOM.

— Kak ThI cTas1 MOPCKUM apXeos10romM? — CIPOCHUJIa OHA, KOTJa OHU OCTAaHOBUJIUCH MEpeJOX-
HYTb B TEHU CTApPOIl OJIUBBI.

— CnyyaiiHo, — OH ycMexHyJicst. — $1 BooOire-To cobupalicst crath Orosorom. Ho B yHuBep-
CUTETC IIOIMaJI Ha IIPAKTHUKY K apxXeoJioraM, 1 MCHs OTIIPaBUJIA HBIPATD. bl OITYCTUJICA Ha JHO — TaM
ObLT CTapblil pUMCKUI KOpadiib, — W TOHSUI, YTO HE XO4y BCIUIbIBaTh. C TeX MOp TaK U KUBY —
MEX]1y CyIIEH 1 MOPEM.

— W ne crpamno? — cnpocuna Memucca. — Tawm, BHu3y? B temnore?

— TemMHOTa — 3TO MPOCTO OTCYTCTBUE CBETA, — OTBETUJI OH. — A CBET MOXHO B3ITh C COOOM.
CrpamHo pyroe — Korja He 3Haelllb, YTO UIIelIb. 5 Bceraa 3Haio.

Omna xotela CIIPOCUTDL, YTO OH MIICT ceﬁqac, Ha 9TOM OCTpPOBE, HO ITpoMoI4dalia. Yro-TO B €ro
TOHE ITOACKAa3bIBAJIO, UTO OTBET el He TMOHPABUTCA.

Masik mokazasicsi u3-3a IoBOpOTa BHE3AITHO — BBICOKU, CTPOWHBIN, BHIKPAIICHHBIN B OCJIBII
1 KpacHeiid. OH OBUT 320pOIIIeH, 9TO cpa3y OpocaIoch B I71a3a: Kpacka oOmymnuiach, (poHaph Ha Bep-
XyIIKe JaBHO HEe TopeJl, a IBeph Oblla 3aKojoueHa JockaMu. Ho MecTo BOKpYr Hero okasaaoch yuu-
BUTEJILHO KpacuBbIM. CKaja, Ha KOTOPOH CTOsUT MasiK, HaBMCaJa HaJ MOPEM, U C He€ OTKPHIBAJICS
BUJI Ha BECh 3JIMB — OECKOHEUHYIO CUHEBY, IIPOHU3AHHYIO COITHEYHBIMU JIyYaMHu.

— 3nech e€ Bunenu? — TUXO crpocwia Menucca, s/ BHU3, Ha TIEHAIUECs Y MOAHOXKUS
CKaJIbl BOJIHBI.

— T'oBops#T, uTO 371€CH, — AJeKC BeTau psigioM. — Ho s He 711 aToro teds npusén. [locMotpu
BOKpyT. Pa3Be 31ech MOXeT OBITh UTO-TO CTpaIIHoe?

Menmucca orisHyaack. Mope, He00, CKaJbl, YallKW, Tapsye B BIIMHE. J[[efcTBUTEIbHO —
HUYEro cTpantHoro. TojbKo KpacoTa, OT KOTOPOH MepeXBaThIBAIO JbIXaHHE.

— Cnacubo, — ckazana oHa. — 3a To, uTo npuBén. U 3a 1o, uTo pacckasan jereHay. Mue
CTaJIo JIETYeE.
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— 41 pan, — oH MOBEpHYJICS K HEW U BIPYT B3sUT €€ 3a pyKy. — Menuccea, ... s BOOOIIe-To
HE OYeHb YMEI rOBOpHUTH Takue Be. Ho MHe ¢ ToOo# xoporo. He 3Hato, 4To y TeOs CIydnioch
B TIPOIIJIOM U KTO TeOs1 oOuzes, HO s XO4y, YTOOBI Thl 3HAJA: 37eCh U ceivac, Ha 3TOM JIyparikoM
Masike, Thl — JIydIliasi KOMITAaHK S, KOTOPYIO 51 MOT ceOe TIpe/ICTaBUTh.

Ona 3amepna. Ero riaza Oputi Tak OIM3KO — aKBaMapHHOBBIE, IPO3pavHble, U B HUX OTpaka-
JIOCh MOpe.

— Tol KpacuBasi, KOrjaa He XMyPHILbCsl, — 100aBUII OH THXO.
W noranyncs k Hew.

Merucca mouyBCTBOBAJIA €T0 AbIXaHKe Ha CBOMX Iry0ax — M OTIIaTHyJ1ach. He pesko, He ucry-
raHHO, HO JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OH OCTAHOBHJICSI.

— IIpoctu, — cka3zasa oHa, onyckas B3rsia. — S He... s1 He mory. Eime crmimikom pano. Cruiii-
KOM MHOTO Bcero. §I gaxe He 3Haio TeOsl TOIKOM.

Ha nunie Anekca mpomesbkHY/Ia TeHb — He 00Ma, a CKopee Tievalib, CMelllaHHas ¢ TIOHNMa-
HueMm. OH OTIYCTUII €€ PyKY, C/Iesall IIar Ha3a U KUBHYIL.

— 41 noHumalo, — ckazajl OH. — ITO 5 JAO0JDKEH MPOCUTh TpoleHus. He xoren ToponuTs.
[Ipocro... — OH ycMexHyIcsl, — MPOCTO MasiK, 3aKaT, KpacuBasl KeHIMHa. [lypatikie poMaHTAye-
ckue mramibl. [laBait 3a0ynem.

OH noBepHyJICsl K MOPIO, MIOZICTAaBUB JIMLO BETPY, U Menucca cmoTpena Ha ero npoguib —
YETKUI, OYTH aHTUYHBIA. V1 BAPYr OCTpO MOYYBCTBOBAA, YTO MOCTYNAeT HerpaBuibHO. He ¢ Hum
— ¢ co0o¥.

On He naBui. He manumynupoain. He neitancs Huuero qokasars. OH pocTo ObUT psiioM — U
3TOTr0 OKa3aJI0Ch JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI €€ Cepiie, 3aTOIIEHHOE rOPeybio M OOUI0H, HAYaaI0 TOHEMHOTY
OTTauBaTb.

— AJlekc, — T103BaJjia OHa.

OH oGepHyJCs.

Merucca czenasna mmar, IpuBCTala Ha LBIIOYKH 1 OBICTPO, TIOYTH HEBECOMO KOCHYJIaCh TyOamu
ero meku. Koxa Obuta MpoxJjiaJHON 1 NaxJia MOPEM.

— 3DTO He «HEeT», — CKa3ajia OHa, OTCTPAHsSICh. — ITO «HE ceryac». Thl... THI MHE TOXe
HpaBuIlbcs. [IpocTo MHE HYKHO BpeMsl.

OH notHEC PYKY K IIEKe, CJIOBHO MTPOBEPsisl, He MPUCHUIICS JIU €My STOT MOLIETYH, U yIBIOHYJICST
— IIHUPOKO, OTKPLITO, ITO-MAJIbBYUIICCKH.

— Bpems, — noBTOpui1 OH. — XOpoIo. BpemeHu y Hac CKOJIbKO YTOIHO.

29



A. Jlo6eeBa. «CONEHBIN 30B»

Mernwicca yapiOHYy1ach B OTBET — BIIEPBBIE 32 JOJITOE BPEMsI HE Uepe3 CUITY, He U3 BEXJIMBOCTH,
a IPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO €l 9TOTO 3aXOTeNOCh.

Onu npocuaeny Ha Masike J10 3akata. ['oBopmn o mycTsikax — O My3bIKe, O KHUTaX, O TOM, KaK
AJIeKC OTHKAbI HAIIIEN HA HE MOPSI IPEBHIO aMQopy, MOJIHYIO OJIMBKOBBIX KOCTOUYeK. OH CMeluI
e€, 1 OHa cMesilach — CHayvajia TUXO, OTOM BCE IpOMYE, M ITOT CMeX OBbLT JIJIsI He€ caMOi HEOXKH-
JaHHOCTHIO, Kak OyTO OHa BAPYT OOHAPYXMIa B ce0e HOBBIN OpPraH, O CYIIeCTBOBAaHMH KOTOPOTO HE
0/103peBaJIa.

Korzaa conHile Havyano KJIOHUTHCS K TOPU3OHTY, OHU ABUHYJIMCH B OOpaTHBIN MmyTh. Tpoma yxe
MOTPY3UJIach B CyMEpKH, U AJlekc aepxkai Meinuccy 3a pyKy — Tenepb yke He JUisl POMaHTUKY, a
‘{T06I>I OHa HE CIIOTKHYJIACb O KaMHHU.

— OCTOpPOKHO, 3€Ch KOPEHb, — IOBOPHJI OH, NTOJCBEYMBAs MyTh (POHAPUKOM Ha Tesie(hoHe.

— ThI IpsIMO Kak ruj, — ycMexHysnach Mesnucca.

— Boo0111e-1o 51 1 ecTb r'uj, — 0TO3BaJICs OH. — TOJIBKO CrIeNUaIM3UPyIOCh HE HA CYXOIMYTHBIX
IKCKYPCHUSIX.

VY camoro nogHoxus X0JMa, Ie Tpola BBIXOAWIA K IUIAKY, AJEKC BAPYr ocTaHoBwiIcA. OH
HAKJIOHWICS U TIOHSJT YTO-TO C 3€MJIU.

— CMoTpH, — CKazajl OH CTPAHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Ha ero nagonu nexana pakoBuHa. MasieHpKasi, IepiaMyTpoBasi, BIaKHAs — XOTs JOKIA He
ObLI0, a IO MOPSI OCTABAJIOCH €IIIE METPOB CTO.

— IIpunuB He Mor 3a0pocuTh e€ Tak JajleKo, — THXO CKazana Menucca.

— He mor, — cornacuics Anekc. OH mocMoTpelt Ha He€, M B €ro I71a3ax OHa CHOBa yBUJEJIA
Ty caMylo, YTPEHHIOI cepb&3HOCTb. — Kora st roBopuit Tebe po CBOM CHBL... 51 He BCE paccKasall.

— Yro Thl MMeenIb B BUay? — Menucca Hanpsrach.
— DTH PaKOBUHBI, — OH B3BECHJI HAXO/IKY Ha JiafiloHu. — OHU NOSIBJISLTUCH Uy MeHs1. Beera,
KOTJIa OHAa TIPUXOJMJIA BO CHE. A TIOTOM Hcye3aid. S He 3Haw, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT. MOKET OBbITh, 3HAK.

Mosxet ObITh, ipeaynpexkaenue. Ho Tebe HyxHO ObITh OcTOpoXHOM, Memmcca. OueHb OCTOPOKHOM.

OH npotsiHy el pakoBUHY. OHa B3s1J1a €€ — XOJI0IHYI0, UICAJIbHO INIAIKYI0, TAXHYIILYI0 THHOW.
TouHO Takylo Xke, KaK Te, YTO OHA HAaXOIWJIa Ha MOJOKOHHHUKE.

— 41 He BepIo B JIereHbl, — CKa3aja OHa, CAKUMasl PAKOBUHY B KyJIaKe.
— 4 Toxe He Bepwi1, — orBetns Asiekc. — IloHauany.

OHH CIyCTHIIHCH K OTEJTI0 B MOTYaHuM. Y aBepeii OyHrano AJIeKC OCTAHOBUIICS, HE TiepecTynast
ropora.
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— Crnacu60 3a ceroiHsi, — cKa3ajl OH. — 3a IporyJky. 3a pasroop. U 3a sto.

OH KOCHYJICSI CBOEH IIEKW — TaM, TJe eIl¢ XpaHuIcs cliefl e€ ryo.

— CrnokoiiHo# HOuM, Menucca. Hanetock, cerogus Tebe MpUCHUTCS YTO-HUOY/Ib XOpOIIIee.

— CrioxkoiHoU HOYM, AJIeKC, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

OHa 3aKpbUia IBepb, 3arepia 3aMoK, 3a¢pHysa mropsl. [Tooxuia pakoBUHY Ha MOJOKOHHUK
— PAOOM C ABYMs APYTMMHU, KOTOpbIE TaK U He ucyednu. M gonro crosiia, risisd Ha HUX, IIOKA 3a
OKHOM OKOHYATeJIbHO HE CTEMHEIO.

['me-To BHAneke, y KpOMKH BOJIBI, CHOBA 3axércs roimyooBatsiii cBeT. Ho ceromus Menucca
HE CTajla K HeMy MOJXOAUTh. BMeCTo 3TOro oHa Jieria B MocTesib, 3aKpblia Ila3a U Mo3BoyniIa cede
BCIIOMHUTD HE KEHIIUHY B Yelllye U He MOKPBIE CJIeIbl Ha MOy, a APYroe — MPOXJIaIHYIO0 IEKY MO

CBOMMHU Iry0aMu | roJioc, cka3aBmuil: « Tel KpacuBasi, KOrjia He XMY PUIIIbCS».

U BniepBBIe 32 MHOTO JIHEH OHA YCHYJIA C YIBIOKOIA.
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I'nasa 7

YT1po BeTpeTniio Menuccy CONMHEYHbIM CBETOM M TUIIMHOW — TOM CaMOM, YIOTHOU, KYpOPTHOM,
KOTOpOH OHa Haciakjaanach B nepeble JHU. OHa MOTsHY/IAch B MOCTEIM M BAPYT MoiMaia ceds Ha
TOM, uTO ynbiOaercs. [Ipocro Tak. be3 npuunHsL.

IMoTom BcrioMHMIIa BYepaiHui ieHb. Masik. Ero méky noa ceoumu rydamu. Ero romnoc: «Thr
KpacuBasi, KOrja He XMypullbcsi». Y yabpIiOHynach eme mmpe.

Omna BcTasa, Moyoria K OKHY M OTAEpHYJa mTopy. Mope ObUIO CHOKOMHBIM, He00 — SICHBIM,
a Ha IOJIOKOHHUKE, PSAAOM C TpeMsl paKOBHHAMH, Jiexana 4eTBEpTas. MaieHbKas, nepiaamyTpoBas,
BJIaXKHasl.

Menucca nepectana yabioatbesi. OHa B3sila pakKOBHHY B PyKy, TIOBEpTea, MOJHECA K CBETY.
Ta ObL1a TOYHO TakoH ke, Kak 1 npeasaynme. M naxaa Mopem.

«[IpunuB, — ckazana ona cede. — Betep. Yaiiku. Uto yromHo».

Ho BHYTPHU YK€ TTOCEJINJIACh XOJIOAHAA YBEPEHHOCTDb: PAKOBUHBI ITOABJISJIMCH HE IIPOCTO TaK. 141
OHH UMEJIN OTHOLICHUE K AHCKCY.

3a 3aBTpakom VBu BcTpeTnia e€ 0cOOEHHO OKMBJIEHHO.

— Ceronns sipmapka! — oObsiBUIIA OHa, CTaBs iepesi Menuccoil Tapesiky ¢ HOrypToM U MEZIOM.
— B ropoake, Ha rmaBHO# miomaau. byner Mysbika, TaHIbl, TOpropis. Bece MecTHblE IPUXOIAT,
TYpHUCTBI TOXeE. Thl JOIKHA TOUTH !

— Spmapka? — Menucca orniwia Koge. — 3BYUUT 3aMaHYUBO.

— W, — VB 3aroBopiimyecky NOHU3MIA rojioc, — Ajiekc Oyaer Tam. OH BOOOIIe-TO TJIaBHBIN
OpraHu3arop.

Mernucca nonepxHynack Koge.
— Anekc? OpranuzaTtop spMapku?

— Hy na, — VBu yauBnénHo nofHsiia 6poBu. — A Tbl He 3Hana? OH KaxAblid pa3, Koraa
MpUe3kaeT Ha OCTPOB, YTO-HUOYADb [a ycTpauBaeT. To sipMapKy, TO (pecTUBaIb MOPCKOM KyXHHU, TO
perarty JUisi MECTHBIX PbIOaKkoB. B mpomuislii ero npues, rona Tpy Ha3ajl, OH OPraHM30Ba IPa3IHUK
(boHapMKOB Ha TUIsIKE — BECh OCTPOB A0 YTpa IyJsl. A enié paHbliie, KaxeTcs, IOMOTall C PecTaB-
palyeil ctaporo Masika U yCTPOWJI TaM BBICTaBKY. [IeTH ero 000XaioT, 30BYyT «KamWTaH AJIEKOC».
PbiOaku ¢ HUM COBETYIOTCSI O TIOrojie — U OH HU pa3y He ommmocs. [Ipencrapisenis?

Menucca dlyliajla 1 9yBCTBOBaJI4, KaK ee peacTaBJICHUE 00 Auekce MEJIEHHO, HO BEPHO
NEPEBOPAYNBACTCA. Omna IMPUBBIKJIA AyMATb O HEM Kak 00 OIUHOYKE, 3araJO4YHOM HE3HAKOMIIE, KOTO-
prfI MOABJIACTCA U3 HUOTKYA. A OH, OKa3bIBA€TCA, OBLT IIYHIOfI 9TOI'0 OCTpOBA.

— HOquy Thbl pAaHbIIIC HE paCCKaBbIBaJ'Ia? — CIIpOCUJIa OHA.
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Bu noxasa riieyamu.

— To1 He cipammBana. [la 1 oToM, — OHa 3aMsij1ach, — 5 He ObUIa YBEPEHa, UTO BBL... HY, 4TO
BbI MozipykuTeck. OH BooOIIe-To Xopomid. MecTHble ero moot. [IpocTo... — OHa CHOBa 3aMs11ach,
— cTpanHblid. Ho xopormmii.

Menucca xotena pacCpOCHUTh, YTO 3HAYUT «CTPaHHbI», HO VIBK yXe yrnopxHyJja K Apyromy
CTOJIMKY.

T'oponok BeTpeTrit Ux HIyMOM U Kpackamu. [ 71aBHas 11o1ab, BbUIOKEHHAsT CTaphIM OYJIbIK-
HUKOM, OblJJa 3acTaBjieHa IMpPUJIaBKaMH C KEPaMHUKOH, TKaHSIMH, YKPAIICHUSIMH U3 PaKyIleK |
cepeOpa. B Bo3myxe maxyo kapeHbIMU KalllTaHAMM, CBEXeW BBIIIEUYKOW U MopeM. [ 1e-To urpasna
CKPHUIIKA, ¥ HECKOJIbKO Tap yke KPYKWINUCh B TaHLIE MPSMO HA MOCTOBOM.

Menucca mna psanom ¢ By, pasrisasiBas BCE BOKPYT, U BAPYT YBUJENIA €TO.

AJieKc cTosis1 y cTaporo (poHTaHa B LIEHTpPE IJIOIAIU, OKPYKEHHBIA AeTbMU. MabuulllKu 1
JEBYOHKH, YEJIOBEK JIECATh, CU/IEIU MPSMO HAa KAMHSIX U CIIyLIaJN, pa3uHyB pThl. OH Iepxkai B pyKax
OOJIBIITYI0 MOPCKYIO PAKOBUHY — HE TaKylo, KaK Te, YTO MOSIBJISUIMCh HA MOJOKOHHUKE Meucchl, a
OIPOMHYIO, CITUPAJIbHYIO, Pa3MEPOM C JIBIHIO — W TOBOPHIL:

— ..M TOT/Ia KaliTaH MOHsLI, YTO CY/JHO cerlvac MouaeT ko auy. OH npukaszaa KoMaHjie CItyc-
KaTh IUTIONKH, HO caM ocTajcsl Ha 6opty. [ToToMy 4TO HACTOSIIMI KanMTaH HUKOTAA HE MOKUIAeT
cBOI kopaOsb. OH CTOST HA MOCTHKE, CMOTpEJ B IJ1a3a IITOPMY U TeN MECHI0, KOTOPYIO Tejia eMy
Matb B jieTctBe. 1 Mmope ycabiano. Mope yBaxkaer cMmenbix. OHO He TpOHYJIO ero. BosiHsl paccry-
MWIKCh, U KOPaOJIb IPOLIEN CKBO3b IITOPM, KaK HOK CKBO3b MAcIIO.

Hetn axuynu. Kakoii-To MajibuuIika AEPHYJ €ro 3a pyKas:

— T'ocnopun Anekoc, a 3to npasjaa?

— KoneuHo, npasna, — AJiekc noqMurny:1. — 1 cam Bujiesn atoro kanurana. OH Tenephb ;KUBET
Ha COCE/IHEM OCTPOBE U JIEPKUT TaBEPHY.

Jletn 3acMestich, a AJeKC OJHSL TOJIOBY M 3aMeTi1 Menuccy. Ero mio 03apuiioch yibiOKoi
— TOU CaMOW, OTKPHITOM, MATTbYUIIIECKOM.

—_— HpOIJ_Iy MpoumeHud, IOHI', — CKa3aJl OH JETAM. — Kamuran AOJIKEH MONPUBETCTBOBATDH
T'OCTBIO.

OHx niomorén k Mesnmcce u UBn.

— Tol mpuILIa, — CKa3ai oH, MisAsg Ha Menuccey Tak, OyATo oHa Obliia €IMHCTBEHHBIM Yesio-
BEKOM Ha IUIOLIA/Iu.

— VBu npuBena, — OTBETWIIA OHA, YyBCTBY#, KaK IIEKU TEIUICIOT.
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— 4 noiiny, — VBu moHMMaroIIe yIbIOHYIach. — Y MeHsl TaM 0alyIlKa TOpPryeT TpaBamH,
HaJ10 momMoub. Ho nozsxe, Mercca, — oHa Opocuiia Ha He€ MHOTO3HAYMTEIbHBIN B3IJIsiT, — Oa0yIka
npocuia npuBectu Teds. Ckazana, XoueT O3HAKOMUTHCS.

NBu pactBopmiiach B Tojme, a Asiekc B3s1 Meiuccy 3a pyKy U MoBén 1o sipMapke. OH Toka-
3BIBAJT €1 TIPUJIABKH, 3HAKOMUJT ¢ MeCTHBIMHE kutesissMu. Ctapbiii peidak Kocrac, 0OBEeTpeHHBIN, Kak
CKaJIbl, XJIOMHYJI AJIeKca Io Tuievy U ckazain Meucce:

— DTOT mapeHb — JIyUIIUi MpeacKa3areib Morojbl Ha BCEM modepeskbe. Ecim oH roBopur,
YTO 3aBTpa Oy/eT IMTWiIb, — OyaeT TWib. Eciim roBopyT, 4To MOMAET phiOa, — pHIOAKK HAOWBAIOT
TpioMbl. He 3Haio0, kak oH 310 nenaet. HaBepnoe, npyxut ¢ [Toceiinonom.

AJIeKC TOJIBKO YCMEXHYJICS U TIOXKaJ IJIeYaMu:

— IIpocro crapeie MOpCKHE TPUMETHI.

Xo3siiKa MeKapHU, TOKIIas TpedaHKa C MOPIIMHHUCTBIM JIUIIOM M TOOPBIMH I71a3aMH, YTOCTHIIA
UX TIaXJIaBOM M OTKa3aJjach Oparh JCHBIH.

— AJIeKoC MOMOr MOeMy BHYKY IMOCTYIUTb B MOPCKYIO aKaJeMui0, — OOBSCHWIA OHa
Menucce. — Hanmcan pekomeHiaTesbHOE MUChMO, XOTsI MBI €0 JJake He MPocuin. Takol desoBek.
3051070, a HE YEJIOBEK.

Menucca ciaymmiana 3TH UCTOPUU M CMOTpesia Ha AJiekca HOBBIMU TJla3aMHu. BOT OH cTouT y
PBIOHOTO TIpWJIaBKa, 0OCYXAast C phl0akaMu yJI0B. BOT OH momoraer crapyxe JOHECTH KOpP3UHY C

(dbpykTamu. Bot oH nmogOpackiBaeT B BO3AyX MaJIeHbKYIO IEBOUKY, M Ta BU3XKHUT OT BOCTOPra.

— Thl 30ech Kak goMa, — ckazaja Menucca, Korjia OHM HaKOHEL OCTAJIMCh BJIBOEM Ha Kparo
IUIOIIA M.

— DTOT 0CTPOB — MOE JIIOOMMOE MECTO Ha 3eMJie, — OTBETHJI OH. — $] mpueskalo ciojia yxe
MHOTO JIeT. 3/1eCh KMBYT XOPOIIIUE JIIO/IH.

— A r1J1e TBOI HACTOSIIUN ToM?

OH nomomya.

— V¥V Mops HeT oMa, — CKasall OH HakoHell. — OHo Be3Jie 1 Hure oqHoBpeMeHHO. Kak u s1.
OHa xoTeJa ClpoCUTh, YTO ITO 3HAYWT, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT BepHY/Iach VBu.

— Memnucca! — no3Basna oHa. — babyiika rotosa Te0s npuHATh. OHa TaMm, 3a yIJIoM, B CBOEH
naBke. Tonbko... — VBM 3aMsii1ach, — OHa MHOTIa TOBOPUT CTPaHHbIE Bellly. Thl He myraiics, JlagHo?

Menucca BOIpOCUTENIBHO TOCMOTpeIa Ha Ajiekca. TOT KUBHYIIL.

— Wnu. Copust — myapas xenmuna. S noka nomory Kocracy ¢ mapycom.
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JlaBka GaOymiku VBM OKazayach KpOIEYHOW KOMHATKOMW, 3aCTaBJIEHHOM CTEKJISTHHBIMHU OaH-
KaMU C CYIIEHBIMH TPaBaMH, KOPEHbSMU U IIBeTaMU. BO3/1yX 3/1€Ch ObLI I'YCTHIM U TIPSHBIM. 3a MPH-
JIAaBKOM CTOsIIa CTapyxa — MaJleHbKasl, CrTOpOJICHHAsI, C JIMIIOM, TIOXOXKUM Ha Tieu€Hoe siomoko. Eé
r71a3a, TEMHBIE U OJIeCTSAIIre, CMOTper Ha Menrcey ¢ HeOKUIaHHOM OCTPOTOM.

— Tlomoriau, — cka3ajia OHa.

Meucca nogonuia. Crapyxa B3siia e€ 3a pyKy — KPEIKo, HEOKMAHHO CUJIBHO JUISI CBOETO
BO3pacTa — M MepeBepHyia JaJoHb0 BBepX. OHa JOIT0 CMOTpeJia Ha JIMHHUM, Ha KOXKY, Ha 3aIlsCThe.

— ThwI conénas, — cka3ajla OHa HaKOHeIl.
— IIpocture?

— ToI cipimib 30B. [Toka erné THxuii, HO OH CTAHOBUTCSI TPOMYE C KaXIbIM THEM. TBOE Tesno
yxe 3HaeT. TBOst KpOBb yke MOMHUT. ThI ellié YeoBeK, HO Mope yike TeOs1 BRIOpaio.

Merrcca MovyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK XOJI0[ MPOOexkal 1o CIIUHE.

— 41 He moHMMaIo0, 0 YEM BHI.

— TMonnmaenb, — crapyxa otmyctuna e€ pyky. — I[Ipocto OGouibest mpusHaThesi cede.
Hudero. Tak OwbiBaeT. 51 ckaxy Tebe TOJNBKO OJHO: HE Tiel OOJbIllie MOPCKYIO BOMY, JeBouka. OHa
YCKOPSIET TO, YTO YK€ Ha4asioch.

— Yro Havanock? — mnporrenTaia Menucca.

Crapyxa nokavaja rojioBom.

— Ter yxe 3Haems orer. IIpocTo HE XOYeIb €ro CIbIIATh.

Ona oTBepHyJIach U Hauasa repedrparh Kakue-To My4YKU TPaB, JaBasi MOHATh, YTO pa3rOBOP
OKOHYEH. Menucca, OnIyIIEHHAs, BbIIUIA U3 JIABKU.

WBu xpnana e€ cHapyxu.
— Yto oHa ckazaia?

— Hwuyero ocobennoro, — comraia Memucca. — YTO-TO MPO TpaBbl U MPO TO, YTO HYKHO
Oepeub 3710pOBbE.

WBu, kaxercsi, He MOBEpUJIa, HO HE CTajla pacCpaIIUBaTh.

Onu BepHyuch Ha sipMapky. COJHLIE yke HauaJlo KJIOHUTBCSA K 3aKaTy, U IUIOHIab OCBETUIIACH
TETUIBIMHU OTHSIMHM — TIOBCIOAY pa3Becuii OyMaxkHble (POHAPHMKH, 32XKIJIM CBEYM Ha cTonax. My3bika
cTaja THile, MejoguuHee. SipMapka noaxonuia K KoHiy. Toprosibl cBOpauMBaiy MPUIABKH, [IETH,
yCTaBILME 3a IEHb, 3aChINNAJIN Ha PyKax y poauTeseil. B Bo3ayxe Mbul 3anmax MENa U pacIulaBJIEHHOTO
BOCKA.
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AJlekc TIOSIBUJICS U3 TOJIIBI, CJIETKA 3aIbIXaBIIUICS, C IOBOJILHOU YIIBIOKOM.

— Bcé, — ckazan on. — Mos cMeHa 3akoHueHa. Kocrac obeman mpocnenuts, 4Toosl (hoHa-
PUMKU JIOTOpeNy A0 KOHIA. A Mbl MOKEM UATH.

— Kyna? — cnpocuna Menucca.

— Tyna, rae THXo, — OH MPOTSHYJ el PYKY.

OHM OTONUIM OT IJIOMIAAN, MOAHSIIUCH MO y3KOW YJIOUYKe, BHIMOIICHHOW OEJIbIM KaMHEM, U
BBIITUTY K HEOOJIBIIION CMOTPOBOH IIIOMmaAKe Hajg MopeM. OTcroia ObUT BUICH BECh 3QJIUB — YEPHBIM,
OapxaTHbIN, YCHITIAaHHBINA OTpaXeHUsIMU 3BE3]1. [ 1e-To BHU3Y, Ha TUIOIIA/IH, eI CIbIIAIach My3bIKa,
HO 3J1ech ObLJIO TUXO0. TONBKO MOpE JBIIIAIO BHU3Y, HAKATHIBAS HA CKAJIBIL.

AJleKkc OCTaHOBUJICS Y KAMEHHOTO Tapariera.

— 41 moGio 3TO MeCcTo, — CKazas OH. — 37eCh XOpoIIo gymaercst. M XopoIo MoTuuTces.

Menucca Bcrana psgoM. OHU JJOJITO CMOTpPENM Ha MOpe, ¥ MOJTYaHUE MEK1y HUMH ObLIO He
TSATOCTHBIM, a HAIlOJTHEHHBIM, KaK OyITO CJI0Ba ObLIA HE HYXKHBI.

— 3Haenib, — CKa3zajla OHa HaKOHEI, — sI CEerojiHs YyCJbIIana o Te0e MHOTO XOpOIIEro.
Pri6aku, mekapu, aetw... Tel ynuBuTenbHbIA, Astekc. [Touemy Thl oquH?

OH nomosyai.

— INoTtomy UTO s HE TaKOM, KaK Bce, — cKazasl OH. — W paHO WJIM TIO3/1HO JIIOJIM 9TO 3aMEYaloT.

— 4 Toke He Takasl, KaKk BCe, — OHa MOBepHYJach K Hemy. — [locrie pa3Boza 51 4yBCTBOBaIA
ce0s1 OpakoBanHOU. Kak OyaTo MeHs BepHYJU Ha oKy. Ho ¢ TOOO¥ st 4yBCTBYIO ceOsl... HOPMAIbHOM.

Lenoii.

OHn nocMoTpen Ha He€. B ero mazax orpaxamch 3BE3/IbI U MOPE, 1 ObUIO B HUX YTO-TO OECKO-
HEYHO JpeBHee M OECKOHEUHO MevaibHoe.

— To1 He O6pakoBanHast, Memucca. Tol — penkasi. OueHb peakasi.

I'me-to Ha muomaaM 3a3Byvaiia MOCIeHss, MeIJIEHHas MeJIOAUs — CKpHIIad Urpaj (puHab-
HBII BaJIbC. 3BYK JOJIETAN JO HUX, IPUITYIIEHHBII pACCTOSIHUEM, OKYThIBAasi UX HEBUAVMOW HUTBHIO.

AJIEKC TIPOTSHYJ PYKY.
— Tloraniyem?
— 3nech? — oHa ybIOHyaack. — be3 My3biku?

— Myssika ects. [Ipocto ciymai.
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Ona B3s71a ero 3a pyky. OH 00HsIT e€ 3a Tamuio — OepekHO, Kak OyATo OHa ObLIa ceIaHa U3
aparotieHHOTo (hapdopa. Y oHM 3aKpyRKHIUCH IO KAMEHHOM IIIOMaaKe — 0e3 My3bIKd, Oe3 3puTe-
Jiel, TIO/T OTHKIM TOJIbKO 3BE31HBIM HeOoM. Eé capadan pa3zseBasicst OT IBUKEHHS, €ro JIaJOHb Jiexkasa
Ha e€ CIuHe, TEIUIas, HECMOTPsA Ha BEUYEPHIOI0 NpoxJaay, U Mencca BOPYr NOHsJIA, YTO CMEETCA
— THXO, CUACTJIMBO.

Menonust co ckpuriku ctuxja. Ipmapka 3akoHumiiack. [lociaeqnue ¢hoHapuKy Moraciu rjae-to
BHU3Y. Ho OHUM He nBurayimch. AJiekc CMOTpeIT Ha He€ CBepXy BHU3, M B €ro Ila3ax OoJiblie He ObUIo
revaad — TOJIbKO OeCKOHeYHast, 3aBOpaKMBaloIIasl rTyOuHa.

— Menncca, — npoIenTan oH.

W ona notsAHynack Kk HEMy.

VIX nepBbIil HACTOSAIIMIA MOy | CITyYHIICS TIOJ 3BE€3aMH, Ha Kpalo CISIIEero octpoa. OH ObLT
HEKHBIM M OCTOPOKHBIM, Kak OyATO OHM 00a OOSTUCH CITYTHYTh TO, UTO MEX/1y HUMHU BO3HHKJIO. Ero
PYyKa CKOJb3HYJIa 0 e€ CITUHE, MprKuMast Onrske. E€ nabiipl 3amyTamich B ero Boocax. OH 1esnoBat
e€ MeJJIEHHO, CIeP)KUBAsICh, 1aBasi €l BOBMOKHOCTb OTCTpaHUThCsl. Ho OHa He XoTesa OTCTpaHsThCS.
Omna xoTena OBITh 371€Ch M Ccelvac, ¢ HUM, TIOJl 3TUMHU 3BE3aMU, TIO IIIYM BOJIH, Pa30MBAIOLIUXCS
O CKaJbl.

Koraa oHu HakoHeIl OTOpBAJIMCH JIPYT OT APYyra, OH MpIKajcs JOOM K e€ JI0y 1 IpoLIenTa:

— ThI faxe He MpeCTaBIsiellb, BO UTO BBA3bIBaclIbCs, Memnucca.

— Moxert, 51 xouy BBSI3aThCsl, — MPOLLIENTala OHA B OTBET.

On =e otBeTr1. TOBKO OOHSUT €€ Kpermde 1 JIOJro MOTJa, TIIsi/Isl Ha MOpe.

[To3nHO HOUBIO, Korga AJIeKC mpoBoawI e€ a0 OyHrano u ymen, Menucca momonuia K 3ep-
kaiy. OHa cMoTpeJa Ha CBOE OTpakeHHe — PaCKpPaCHEBIIAECS IIEKH, TIPUTTYXITIHE OT MOIETYeB I'yObl,
cuacmiuBsle r1a3a. U Bapyr 3amepna. Ha MrHoBeHre — BCero Ha 0fIHO MTHOBEHHE — €M IT0Ka3aJ10Ch,
YTO e€ 3pauKU BCIIBIXHYIIU royyObiM. Tem caMbIM, aKBaMapHHOBBIM.

Omna moprayna. OTpaxeHrue CHOBA CTaJI0 OOBIYHBIM.

— IIpocro urpa cBera, — ckazajia OHa BCIIYX.

Ho, noxack B octesib, OHa 3aMeTHIIa Ha MOJOKOHHUKE eIlE OqHy pakoBuHy. [1aTyio 1o cyéry.
U Tta ObUI1a emé BIaXHOU.
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I'maBa 8

SIpmapka 3akoHuMIack. POHAPUKYM NOracy, My3blKa CTUXJIA, U OCTPOB BEPHYJICS K CBOEH ITpH-
BBIYHOM, COHHOH %13HU. Ho 111 Menuccerl BC€ MI3MEHMIIOCh.

IlepBblii JeHb TIOCE PMapKX OHA MpoBeJa B OnakeHHOH sidopun. OHa BCIOMUHAJIA TaHell
Ha CMOTPOBOW IUIOIIAJKE, €0 PYKH Ha CBOEW TaJMH, €ro ryobl — OCTOPOKHbIE, HEXXHbIE, CJIOBHO
cripaiyBaiolye paspemieHrs. OHa BCIOMMHAJIA U y/blOanach, Kak Aypodka, IJIss B IOTOJIOK OyH-
raio. U xnmana.

Omna Obl1a yBepeHa, 4To OH MpUAET. UTO OH MOCTYYHUT B ABEPb, KK CTYYaJl PaHbIe, U CKakeT
CBOMM HU3KHUM, YCIOKauBawoIuM rojiocoM: «[Jodpoe yrpo, Menucca. [oitném rynare». OHa xaana
€ro 3a 3aBTPaKoOM, HO 3a CTOJIMKOM Y OKHa CH/ieJia TOJIbKO MoXMIast HeMelkas napa. 2Kaana Ha rosike,
HO BOJIHBI HAKaTHIBAJIM Ha ITyCTOH MECOK, M HUKTO He CTOSUI Y KPOMKH BOJIBI B O€JI0N pyOariike.

OHa He XoTeJa MpU3HaBaThCs ceOe, YTO pacCTpoeHa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH el Hu4ero He o0e-
man. OnuH nouenyi — 3To He npu3HaHue B moOBU. OUMH TaHell — He KJIATBa BepHocTu. Ho BHYTpu
He€ TocemIach CMyTHasl, HOIOIIAsl TPEBOTa, TIOX0Kas Ha HAYMHAIOIIYI0Cs 3yOHYI0 O0Jb. A BAPYT OH
noxasiesni? A BAPYr OHA CleNaja YTo-TO He Tak?

Ha BTOpOfI JE€Hb I/IBI/I, 3aMeTUB eé COCTOAHUC, PEIIUTEJIbHO B34JIla CUTyallul0 B CBOU PYKH.

— V¥ MeHs ceronHs BBIXOJHOW, — OOBsIBIJIa OHA, BPBIBasich B OyHraso 6e3 cryka. — M Mbl
uzeM rynate. Hacrosimas nporynka, He Typuctudeckas. 51 mokaxy tede ropoi, B KOTOPOM KUBYT
JIOJU, & HE OTKPBITOYHbIE BUIBL.

Menucca He xoTena HUKyAa uaTy. Eil xoTesnoch cueTh Ha Teppace ¥ CMOTPETh Ha MOpe — Ha
TOT ciydail, ecnu Ajekc Bcé-Taku nosiButcs. Ho VBu yxke Tanmia e€ 3a pyKy, U CONPOTHBIIATHCS
OBLIO OECIIONE3HO.

OHU NOIUIA TIEMKOM T10 M3BUJINCTHIM YJIO4UKaM CTaporo ropoaa. VBu Benla e€ MUMO OeJIbIX
AOMUKOB C CHHUMH CTaBHAMU, MUMO JBOPUKOB, II€ CTAPpYXU B LI('iipHOM JIyIInJi (baconb, MHMO KPpO-
[IEYHBbIX LICPKBYILICK C O6J'Iy1'II/IBH_II/IMI/IC}I (bpeCI(aMI/I. Omna 1oka3biBajia MECTa, KOTOPbIX HE OBLIO B
IMYTEBOAUTEIIAX: 6YHO‘IHYIO, rac 1neKJjin )'Iy‘IIJ_II/Iﬁ X71e0 Ha OCTPOBE; IIOIIAdb, I'I€ 110 BEYE€paM UTr'pain
B HapAbl MECTHBIC CTApUKU; 3216pOH_ICHHYIO BCHCIIMAHCKYIO JIOAKUIO, YBUTYIO TUIIOIIIOM.

Menucca ciymana, KuBaja, Jake cMeslach, HO MBICIH e€ ObLIH JTaJIeKO.
[Touemy €€ Tak TsAHET K HeMy?

Omna Beb 3HaJIa €ro Bcero Heckosbko nHe. Henemo? OHa notepsina cuér BpeMeHu. Ho kax bt
pas, Korjaa oH MOSIBJISUICS,, MUP BOKPYT CTAaHOBWJICS sipye, 4yéTue, peaibHee. Kaxplil pa3, korna oH
YXO/IWJT, KPACKU TYCKHEH. DTO OBUIO TIOXOKE Ha 3aBUCUMOCTD. Vi Ha TMITHO3.

Ona BcrioMuHaza ero masa. AKBaMaprHOBbIE, TPO3payHble, C TEMHBIM 000IKOM. B mx riy-

OWHE TauJI0Ch YTO-TO, YEr0 OHA HE MOIJIA pasrajlaTb, — U UMEHHO 3TO, BO3MOXHO, IPUTATUBAJIO €€
cuibHee Beero. I'epman Obut moHATHBIM. [IpocTeiM. OH X0oTen kKomgopTa, O10OpeHHsl, TUXON KU3HH
0/l KPBUIOM MaTepu U KpECTHOW. Ajiekc Obu1 Apyrum. B HEM uyBcTBOBasach TaiiHa. OMAacHOCTb.
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N Menucca, KoTopasi BCIO )KU3Hb ObLIa XOPOIIEH JIeBOYKOM, MOCTYIITHOW KEHOU, YIOOHOU CHOXOM,
BIIpyF IIOHsJIAa, UYTO eé TAHET K 9TOI7I OIIaCHOCTHU, KaK MOTBIJIbKA K OrHIO.

— To1 MeHs BooOIIIe cinymaenb? — VBK nmomaxalia pyKow repej e€ JIMIoM.
— Yt0? — Menucca moprayna. — IIpoctu, s 3aaymanach.

— S roBOpIO: BOH TaM, 3a yIJIOM, JTydIlias JxkenaTeprs Ha ocTpoBe. MoposxkeHoe ¢ (pucTarkamu
— nayibuuku oonmuxkents. [Toinném?

OHU cujienu 3a KPOILIEYHBIM CTOJIMKOM Ha TPOTyape, eli MOpoxeHoe, U VIBu pacckasbiBajia o
cBoéM nierctBe. O TOM, Kak pociia Ha TOM OCTPOBE, Kak rmomMorania 0adyike cooupaTb TpaBbl, Kak
MeyTaJia yexaTb Ha MaTepuK, HO B UTOre OCTaJIach, IOTOMY YTO HE CMOIJIa OpOCHTh ceMblo. Menucca
CIIyIIasa, ¥ ei ObUIO TEIUIO OT TOM MPOCTOM, OECXUTPOCTHOM ApY:kObl. MIBU He 3a1aBajia HEYTOOHBIX
BonpocoB. He se3na B mymry. ITpocto Gbiia psiioM — ¥ 3TOTO OKa3ajioch JAOCTATOYHO.

— Cnacu60, — ckazana Meircca HEOXUOAHHO TSI CEOSI.

— 3a uyto? — VIBU yAMBJIEHHO MOAHsIa OPOBH.

— 3a T0, yTO BBHITaIIMIA MeHs. I Obl Tak U cuena B OyHraso, xajes ceOsl.

— 310 He KaJocTb, — VIBU BAPYT CTana cepbE3HON. — DTO TOCKA MO 4YesoBeKy. S Buiena,
Kak Thl cMOTpeJia Ha Mope. Thl xkz1ana ero.

Menucca He cTaja CriopuTh.

— OH crpanubIil, — ckazana Vsu. — 4 yxe roopwia. Ho s HUKora He Bujiena, YTo0bl OH
TaK CMOTpeJT Ha Koro-to. Ha Te0st OH cMOTpHUT MHaue.

— Kak? — Menucca noaHsiia rasa.

— Kak OyaTo Thl — 4TO-TO OYeHb IIeHHoe. YTO-TO, 4YTO OH OOUTCS Pa3OMTh.

Menucca XoTena OTBETUTD, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPsUIU B TOpIIE.

Huu mui. Tpertuii aeHs nocne sipMapku. YeTBEpThiil. Asiekc He nosiBisuicsl. Menucca nepe-
cTaJsia XJath ero Ha risbke. OHa 3acTapisiia cedst YuTaTh, JI1aBaTh, XOAUTH Ha TIpory/ku ¢ MBu. OHa
Jaxe Che3uiIa Ha COCeTHMI TUIsDK ¢ Mapu, KoTopasi CHOBa BOIMJIA SKCKYPCHUU U OOJIbIIE HE 3aro-
BapuUBajia O CTPAHHBIX HAaXOJKax B rpoTax. KU3Hb BOIUIA B KAKYIO-TO HOBYIO, IOYTH HOPMAJIbHYIO
koseto. Ho BHyTpH, 1oj1 clloeM MoBCeTHEBHBIX 3a00T, pOCIIo ¥ IMPHIIOCh oxuaanue. OHa 3achlnana

C MBICJTBIO O HEM M MPOCHINAIACh C HAJICKJOM, UYTO CETOIHsI OH BEPHETCS.

PakoBUHBI Ha TTOJIOKOHHUKE OOJTbIIIE HEe MOSABISUMCh. HO cTaphlie, yke BBICOXINME, JieKaTd Ha
npexHeM MecTe, 1 Menrcca ouemMy-To He perianach X BHIOPOCUTb.

Ha niarteiii IeHb OHa TTPOCHYJIACh C TBEPIBIM PELICHUEM: eCJTM OH He TIOSBUTCS CErOfIHsI, OHA
niepectaHeT xaath. OHa He /7151 TOro coexasna OT TOKCMYHON CeMbH, YTOOBI CHOBA 3aBUCETh OT MYXK-
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YMHBI, KOTOPHIA TO TOSIBJISIETCS, TO Mcue3aeT. OHa BO3bMET ceOsl B PyKH, 3a0yJeT 0 HEM U MPOCTO
OT/IOXHET — KaK Y TUIAaHUPOBaJIa U3HAYAIBHO.

Ho BeuepomM, Korjia ComHIle yke KJIOHUIOCh K 3aKary, B IBEph OYHIrasIo MOCTYYaIH.
Menucca otkpeila — u 3amepia. Ha mopore crosu1 Anekc. OH BBIIISIACT YCTaBIIMM, HO
JOBOJIBHBIM. Ero py0aiiika Oblia MoMsTa, BOJIOCH pacTPEMaHbl, a B I1a3ax Topell TOT CaMblid, 3HAKO-

MBIA OTOHEK.

— Ilpoctu, — cKkazai oH Ipek e, YeM OHa ycresa MPOM3HECTH XOTh CJIOBO. — MeHs He ObLIIo
[STh JHEeW. DTO HEMPOCTUTENBHO.

Merucca cTosiia, CKpecTUB PyKH Ha TPyAHd, U He 3Hajla, 4To cKazaTb. BHyTpu Gopomnrck o0naa
U pajocTb. Pagocts modesxaana — MpoTUB BOJHU, POTHUB JIOTHUKH, TPOTUB BCETO.

— T'ne 1 ObUT? — cHpOCHIIA OHA, CTAPASCh, YTOOBI TOJIOC 3BYYaJl XOJIOIHO.

— V¥ wMeHs ObUIM Jiesia Ha COCEJHEM OCTPOBE, — OH OTBEN B3MVIsA, U OHA TOHSUIA, YTO OH
HeqoroBapuBaet. — I He Mor ux omokuTh. Ho 51 myman o tebe. Be€ 310 Bpems.

— Mor OBl XOTb 3aMUCKy ocTaBuTh. Wi coobreHue.

— 4 nypak, — npusHan oH. — ¢l He NPUBBIK... — OH 3anHy/cAd. — S He IPUBBIK, YTO KTO-
TO KJET.

OH cyHyJ pyKy B KapMaH U JIOCTaJl 4TO-TO, 3aKaToe B KyJIaKe.

— ¢ cnenan sto s Teds. Tam, Ha coceHeM ocTpoBe. B kauecTBe N3BMHEHUS.

OH pazxan naneibl. Ha ero nagonu nexanu qBa yKpaieHus: TOHKU OpaciieT, CriyIeTEHHbIN U3
MEJIKUX, HACAJIbHO MMOJOTHAHHBIX APYT K APYTY PaKyHICK, U OKEPEJILE C KYJIOHOM B BUC anpaanoﬁ

PAKOBUHBI — KPOIIEYHOM, NEPIAMyTPOBOM, TEPEIMBAIOIIEHCS PO30BBIM U TOTyOBIM.

— WX HaxoAsIT TOJILKO B OTHOM MecCTe, — CKa3asl OH. — B rpoTe Ha 10:)KHOU CTOpoHe. S HbIpsiI
TyJla J1Ba JHSI, YTOOBI COOpaTh HYXHBIC.

Mesucca cMoTpesia Ha YKpallleH!s] ¥ YyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak 0OMJIa TaeT, CIOBHO caxap B ropsueM
Jae.

— TbI 1Ba 1HS HBIPSUT paau MeHs?
— Pagu Hac, — nonpaBui oH. — MoxHO?

Ona kuBHYy/Ia. OH 000IIEN e€ 1 3aCTerHyI oXepesibe Ha 1iee. Ero masbiisl KOCHYJIUCH €€ KOKU
— TpoxJiagHble, ocTopokHbIe. [loToM Hazien GpaciieT Ha 3arscThe.

— Teneppb Tl MOs1, — cKa3ajl OH TUXO. — TO €CTh... — OH OCEKCS, ¥ HA €r0 MIEKAX MPOCTYITUI
pymsHen. — f He 310 X0Ten cka3ark. [Ipocto Teneps y Tedst ecTh YTO-TO OT MeHs1. Ha mamsTs.
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Merucca nogHsIa pyKy ¥ mocMoTpena Ha OpacieT. Pakymku ObUtd KPOIIEYHBIMHU, UICATBHO
POBHBIMH, U Kaxk/Jasl epeIMBalach CBOUM OTTEHKOM. OXkepesibe XOIOIUIIO KITIOUUIBI.

— KpacuBo, — npomrenrana oHa. — OueHb KpacuBo.

Omna nmojiHsIa Ha HETo I71a3a U BAPYT, 0e3 MpeaynpekIeHus, arHyia BIepen 1 oOHsIa ero.
Kpenko, NopbIBUCTO, YTKHYBIIKCH JIMLIOM B €I'0 ILJIEYO.

— He npomnagaiit tak 6osnbine, — ckaszana ona. — [loxkauyiicra. S mymana, 9rto ThL...
— UYro 1 — 4T0? — OH OOHSUI e€ B OTBET, MpHKuUMas K cede.

— UYro 16l OXasen. Yto s Tebe He HyKHa.

— Thl Hy’)KHa MHE, — CKa3aJl OH. — Tbl Iake He MPeCTaBIIseIb, HACKOJIBKO.

Onu cTosui B ABEpsIX OyHrasio, OOHSBIIKUCH, M 3aKaTHOE COJTHLIE 30JI0THIIO MX CHITYITHL. [ie-
TO BJIAJIEKEe KpPUYAIM YalKH, ¥ MOPE JIBIIIAIO CBOMM BEYHBIM, OECKOHEUHBIM JIBIXaHUEM.

B 3TOT Beuep oHM CHOBa IyJsIM IO IUISIKY, U AJleKc Iepxkan e€ 3a pyKy. OH pacckasbiBall
O COCEIHEM OCTPOBE — MAJICHBKOM, CKAJMCTOM, MOYTH HeoOutaemoMm. O rpote, Ijie OH Hamien
pakymku. O TOM, KaK HBIPSUT M CITYIIAJ 9XO0 101 Bofor. Menvcca cityiana, u e€ OpaclieT TUXO MO3BsI-
KHMBAJI TIPY KAXJOM JIBUKEHMH, HATTOMUHASI O TOM, YTO OHa OOJIbIIIe HEe OHA.

OHa He 3ameTusIa, Kak cteMHesno. He 3ameTuia, Kak OHU JIOILIM A0 KOHIIA JISKa U TOBEPHYJIH
oOpatHO. OHa 3aMeTHIa TOJIBKO ero IJia3a — aKBaMapUHOBBIE, CBETSINMecs B TeMHoTe. U ero rosoc,
TUXUM, KaK IIIyM BOJIH.

— CroxonHou Houu, MeJucca.

— CriokoriHOU HOYM, AJIEKC.

OH nonesnoBas €€ — He B IyOBl, a B JIOO, HEKHO U LIEJIOMYAPEHHO, U YIIIEN, PaCTBOPHUBIINCDH
B TEMHOTE.

Merucca 3akpbuia JBeph U MPUCTIOHWIACh K Hell crimHoi. Ha e€ miee yiexxano oxepenbe U3
pakymek. Ha 3ansictbe — Opaciier. OHa KOCHYJIach KyJIOHA U BIIPYT IIOUYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.
PakoBuna Obuta TEMUION. He HarpeToit oT Teia — a MMEHHO TEIUION, Kak Oy/ITo BHYTpU He€ OMIIOCh
KPOIIEYHOE Cep/le.

OHa otnépHyia pyky. PakoBrHa cHOBa cTajia XOJIOTHOM.

— IIpocro nokaszanock, — mnpoiuenraia Menucca.

Ho, noxacek B mocTtesb, OHa MOJIOXKMIA OXepeibe Ha TyMOOUKY, a He OCTaBWiIa Ha cebe, Kak

cobupanack. Eii X0Tes0ch BEpUTD, YTO ITO MPOCTO KPACUBBIH MoAapoK. I1pocTo xect mpuMupeHus.
[IpocTo pomaHTHKA.
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Ho rae-To rimy0oKo BHYTpH OHa yKe 3HaJla: HUYEro B e€ )U3HH Terepb He ObLIo «1pocto». U
3TOT MOJIAPOK 3HAYMIT OOJIbIIE, YEM OHA MOIJIA TTOHSAT.
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I'maBa 9

Merucca crosiia B JBepsix OyHIrajio M CMOTpeJsia Ha yKpallleHus, JiekKallye Ha ero J1ajoHu. ToH-
KM OpaciieT U3 KpOLIEYHBIX PaKyIIeK, MOJOTHAHHBIX JPYT K APYTY C UI€aJbHON TOYHOCTBIO, U OXKe-
pejibe C KYJIOHOM B BUJE CIMPAJIbHON PaKOBUHBI — NEPIaMyTPOBOH, MEPEMBAIOLIENCS PO30BBIM U
roiayOsiM. OHa He MoIJIa OTBECTH B3IV,

— Thwl nBa gHY HBIPpAJT paanu MeHS? — IMOBTOpPUJIA OHA, HE BEPA.
— Pagu HacC, — TIOIIPaBHJI OH.

OHna nojHsAMa Ha HEro I71a3a U BAPYT, 0e3 MpeaynpekIeHus, ardyja BIepen U oOHsIa ero.
Kpernko, HOpeIBUCTO, yTKHYBUIMCH JIMLOM B ero 1ieyo. OT HEero naxJio MOpeM, COJIbio U 4YeM-TO ellE
— JIPEBHUM, KaK OKEaHCKOE JIHO.

— He nponanaii Tak 60sbliie, — mporenTaia oHa. — [loxanyiicra. 51 gymana, 4yTo Thl oXka-
aen. Yto s Tebe He HyKHa.

— T HY’XHa MHE, — €I'0 pyKU COMKHYJIHUCb Yy Heé Ha criuHe. — ThlI Jaxe He peacTaBJIsACIb,
HaCKOJIBKO.

Onu crosgam Tak, 06HHBH_II/ICL, B npoéMe ABEPU, U 3aKATHOEC COJIHLIC 30JIOTUJIO UX CHUITYIThI.
I'ne-To Bnaneke Kpru4iajim JalKH. Mope AbIIIAJIO BHU3Y — MEPHO, CHOKOfIHO, HO B €I'0 AbIXaHUU YKE
CJIbIIIAJIOCh O6CH_[8.HI/IC HOYHOT'O IIpUJinBa.

Anexc TNEPBLIM HAPYIIWJI MOJTYaHUC. On OTCTPAHUJICA — COBCEM UYTb-4YyTb, POBHO HACTOJIbKO,
YTOOBI 3alVIIHYTh el B JINO.

— 4 X04Yy IIOKa3aTb Tebe KO€-4TO, — CKa3alJl OH. — CCFOILHH. Ceiiuac.
— Yro? — oHa BBITCPJIa BJIA)KHBIC PECHULIBI.

— Jlaryny, — oH ynbIOHyrcs. — JIHEM OHA KpachBasi, HO HOYBIO... HOUbIO OHa COBCEM JpyTasi.
JloBepbcs MHE.

Menucca nomeauia IUilb CEKyHY. ITotom B3s1a ero 3a PYKY.

OHM 1M 1O TUISIKY, JIepKach 3a PyKH, OCTaBJIsis Ha BJIaXHOM IECKe JjBe LIETIOYKHU CJIE/I0B.
IonHas MyHa yxe NOIHMMANACh HaJl TOPU30HTOM — OIPOMHas, KENTas1, OHa MPOKJIA/IbIBAIA MO BOJE
cepeOpsAHYIO IOpOXKKY. Y Oepera Boga pocopecupoBaia — KaxJoe MPUKOCHOBEHUE BOJHbI POXK-
[aJ10 TOTyOOBATYIO BCIBIIIKY, M Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OHHU UAYT 10 Kpaio Mieunoro ITytu.

Tpomna K 1aryHe ocBellaiach TOJIbKO JIYHOH. AJIEKC 3HaJI JOPOTY — OH BEJ €€ yBEpEHHO, MHOT 1A
npeayrnpexaas o KaMHsX WM BbICTYNAOIIMX KOpHSAX. Ero rosoc, HU3KMil U CIOKOMHBIH, pa3roHsI
octatku TpeBoru. Koraa oHn 10o06panmch 10 cKajl, OKpyKaloIuX Jlaryny, Mesucca axHyJa.

Bona B JIaryHe CBETUJIACDh. He OTpa)KéHHbIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM — CBOUM CO6CTBCHHBIM, BHYT-
PECHHUM. IInaHKTOH, MUWJIMApAbl KPOUICYHBIX CYIIECTB, BCIIBIXUBAJL FOJ'IY6LIM U 3eJIEHBIM Ipu Majen-
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111eM JIBUKEHHUH, U BCSI IOBEPXHOCTh BOJIBI MIEPEIMBAIIACh, KaK KuaKas Oupio3a. Ckajibl BOKpYT oopa-
30BBIBAJIM €CTECTBEHHYIO Yallly, 3allIMIIEHHYI0 OT BETpa, U HaJl HUMH HAaBHCAJIO 3BE3JHOE HEOO —
OrpOMHOE, IITyOOKO€, C HE3HAKOMBIMH I0KHBIMHU CO3BE3/IUSIMHU.

— 9TO HEBEPOSATHO, — IPOIIENTAJIA OHA.

— ¢ 3Ha1, 9TO TeOe MOHPABUTCS.

OH oTmycTui e€ pyKy 1 Havasl pacCTEruBarh pyoaniky. Mesucca cMoTpera, Kak TKaHb COCKaITb-
3bIBAET C €ro IJIeY, KaK JYHHbBIH CBeT OOPHCOBBIBAET KaXAYIO JIMHUIO €T0 Tejla — IIUPOKKE TIIeUH,
penbepHBIN TOPC, TIAAKYI0 KOXKY, Ha KOTOPOU Urpaiv roaydoBarsie otomecku. OH cOpocrt pyOaiky
HAa TIeCOK M OCTAJICS B OIHUX JIETKUX MOpTaX. [{BMkKeHHs ero ObUTM CIIOKOWHBIMY, YBEPEHHBIMU, HO
KOI/Ia OH MOBEPHYJICS K Hel, OHA YBUENA B €ro Ila3ax TOT CaMblil TOJIOJ — CAEPKUBAEMbII, KOH-
TPOJIUPYEMBII, HO OTTOTO eIé OoJiee oIy TUMBII.

— To1 upénn?

Ona cOpocuna 60ocoHOXKH. PasBsizana mosic n€rkoro capadaHa — TKaHb COCKOJIB3HYJA K
Horam. [loj capadaHoM OBUIO TOJIBKO HUKHEe Oelbé — MPOCTOM, IOYTH HEBECOMBIN KOMILICKT U3
XJIOMKA, KOTOPBIH B TYyHHOM CBeTe Kazajcs cepeOpsiHbIM. AJIEKC CMOTpeJT Ha He€, He OTBOIS B3JIsAIA,
Y B 9TOM B3[JIsII€ YUTAJIOCh BOCXUINIEHUE, CMEIIAHHOE C YeM-TO OoJiee ITyOOKHM.

OH npoTsHyi et pyky. OHa BJIOXKUJIA CBOIO JIaJJOHb B €r0, 1 OHU BMECTE BOIIUIM B BOIY.

Boma okazanace TEION — TeIUlee, 4eM OHA OXuaia. Memucca 3amuia o KOJIEHU, IIOTOM
IO TOSIC, YyBCTBYS, KaK MPOXJIAAHBINA METK BOIBI 0OBOJIAKMBAET OEMpa, KUBOT, TPyab. Bokpyr Heé
BCIIBIXMBAJIU roTyOble HCKpBl. Kaknoe ABrkeHue posk1aio HOBbIe OTHU, M Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO OHA IJIHIBET
CKBO3b 3BE3[IbI.

— 3neck Ty0OKO? — crpocuiia OHa.

— B nienTpe — 13, — OH yike ObUT psAZIOM, ero pyka Jjeria Ha e€ tamuio. — Ho s te0s nepxky.

OHa Jieryia Ha CIIMHY, PAaCKMHYB PYKH, Y BOJIa MIPUHSUIA €€, Iepka Ha MOBEpXHOCTU. MoKpas
TKaHb OeJibs MPWIKIUIA K TeJTy, OOPHCOBBIBAas KaXIblii M3ru0, Ho Menucce He ObUIO XoonHO. Eii
OBLJIO JKapKO — OT €ro B3MJIsJia, OT ero OJM30CTH, OT CTPAHHOTO, MbSHSIIETO OIIYIIEHHS, YTO BCE

9TO MIPOUCXOUT HE C HEM.

OH noaruisut 6muske. Ero masblisl KOCHY/IHCH €€ 3aI1sICThsi — TOTO CaMoro, Ha KOTOpOM OJiecTel
Opacner u3 pakyIiekx.

— ThI Jaxe He MpeICTaBIsgeIlb, KaK TaBHO 5 Kl TeOsl, — CKa3all OH THXO.
— CKopKO?
— Jlonblnie, YeM Tl MOXeIlTb ceOe MPeCTABUTh.

Ona He craJa cripalmBark, 4YTo 3T0 3Ha4uT. OHa MPOCTO MOTAHYJIACh K HEMY — U OH OTBETHIL.
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WX ryObl BCTPETUIIUCh, U HA 3TOT pa3 MOyl He ObUT HEKHBIM WM OCTOPOXHBIM. OH ObLT
[TyOOKUM, KaIHBIM, TOJIONHBIM. Boa BOKpYT HUX BCIIBIXHYJA SIPKUM TOTyOBIM CBETOM, CJIIOBHO cama
MpUpPOA OT3bIBATIACH HA X OMM30CTh. Ero pyku CKONb3HYIM 10 €€ Tasuu, nprkuMast e€ omoke. OHa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA €I0 CHITYy — CHIepKaHHYI0, HO oIy TuMYy10. OH Mor Obl pa3aBUTh €€, HO BMECTO 3TOTO
KacaJics Tak, OyaTo OHa OblIa BeJMYaKIIel JparolieHHOCThIO, KOTOPYIO OH OOSICS TTOBPEIUTb.

Meucca 3arycTuia najslibl B €r0 BOJIOCHI, MOKPBIE U CITyTaHHbIE. E€ IbIXaHue CTaJlo 4acThIM,
npepsBUCTHIM. Ero ry0bl epeMecTusInch Ha e€ I1elo, Ha IUledo, Tyja, rjae Operesibka OrcTranprepa
crionsia, ooHaxas Koxy. Kaxmoe MprKOCHOBEHHE OTIABAIOCh B Tesle EKTPUUYECKUM pas3psiioM.
OHa BHI'HYJIaCh B BOJIE, UyBCTBY$, KaK OH MOIEPKUBAET €€ — JIETKO, [IOUYTH HEBECOMO.

— Thl yBepeHa? — €ro rojioc mpo3BydYaj XpUIUIO, C TOM CaMOW, C TPYJOM CIEpKUBaeMOMN
CHJIOM.

— Jla, — BbIOXHYJa OHA. — Jla.

OH He crai xaath. Ero pyku CKOJNB3HYIM MO €€ CIMHE, pacCTéruBasi OcTraabrep. Mokpas
TKaHb TMOIUIBUIA TIPOYb, YHOCUMASI JIETKUM TeYeHHEM. 3aTeM — OCTaTKu Oelbsi. Boga ckpbiBaia ux
HaroTy, HO He CKpbIBaJja oulymieHui. Kaxmoe mpukoCHOBEHHUE ero MabIIeB O0KHIasio, KaskIblH Molie-
JIy! OCTaBJISUI HA KOKE COJIEHBIN CIIE.

OH npukan e€ k cede — Kpernko, oty rpyoo. OHa mouyBCcTBOBAJIA €ro BO30YkKICHHE, TIPUKa-
Toe K e€ Oeyipy. Ero apixanue crano TsokenbiM, peadHbiM. OH MOAXBaTHII e€ mof O€1pa, M OHA MHCTUHK-
TUBHO OOBIJIA HOTaMH €ro TIMI0. Boga fenana eé HeBECOMOM, M 9TO OBLIO ITOX0KE Ha ITOJIET.

[NepBblii TOMYOK OBUT PE3KMM — OH BOIIEN B He€ Oe3 mpenynpexaeHus, 1 Menrcca BCKpHK-
HyJa, HO He oT 6onu. OT HeokugaHHOCTU. OT MOMHOTH onnymeHuil. OH 3amep, JaBasi il PUBbIK-
HYTb, ¥ OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK €TI0 MBILILBI JPOKAT OT HAIIPSKEHUS.

— [IpocTty, — BBIIOXHYJI OH €l B 1Iel0. — S He MOry... 5 CJIMIIKOM JOJTO KAaJl.
— Huuero, — oHa 3arycTusia najiblibl B €0 BOJIOCH U MPUTsIHYIMA K cede. — [Tpogomkaii.
OH nogunHuICS.

WX put™ ObUT HEPOBHBIM, CTPACTHBIM, MOYTH OTYasiHHBIM. OH JBUTAJICS B HEW CHJIBHO, TITy-
OOKO, ¥ BOfIa BOKPYT' HUX BCIIBIXMBaJa BCE sipue ¢ KaXIbIM TOITYKOM. Memmcca Lensuiach 3a ero
TUIeYH, YyBCTBYS, KAK BHYTPY HapacTaeT BOJIHA — OrpOMHasi, HEKOHTposmpyemasi. OHa He ClepKu-
Basia ceOsi. OHa CTOHaJIA B rojioc, He 3a00TsCh O TOM, YCJIBIIIUT JIU KTO, — 3JIECh, B 3TOM JIaryHe, He
ObLJIO HUKOTO, KpOME HUX U MOPSI.

OH HaKJIOHWI e€ Ha3a/l, MOJIEP:KUBasi MO MOSICHUILY, M OHA OTKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, VIS5 B 3BE3/1-
Hoe HeOo. Ero ryObl ckonb3uim 1o e€ ropiy, o rpyau. OjiHa ero pyka aepxkana e€ 3a 0e1po, cxxumast
CUJIbHEE, YeM OH, BEpPOSITHO, XOTeJ, HO el HpaBUJIaCh 3Ta CHJIA, 9Ta IpaHb MEKy OOJIbIO M HacJa-
KJICHUEM.

BosiHa Hakpblla €€ BHE3AITHO — OHA BCKPUKHYJIA, BBITHYJIACh, U B TOT K€ MWUI BOAA BOKPYT
HHX B30pBaJIach OCJIEMHUTEIbHO-TOTYObIM CBETOM, Ha CEKYH[y NPEBPATUB JIaTyHY B KHIKOE IUIaMsl.
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OH noceoBaj 3a HEM 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[, — C HU3KUM, TOPTAaHHBIM CTOHOM, KOTOPBII1 9XOM
pasHECCA MO CKaJIaM.

[Torom HacTynuia TUILIKAHA.

Onu Bcé eme OblIM B BOJIE, TSIKENO JIBINIA, TPYKABIIMCH IpYyT K Ipyry. Ero o6 ynupancs B
e€ turedo. E€ manbIipl paccessHHO TIAJAWIIM €ro 1o criuHe. Boma ycrokanBanach, roiay0oe cBeueHHe
CTAaHOBWJIOCh TUILIIE, MsTYE.

— Hawm HyxHO Ha Geper, — TpolIenTail OH, He MOJHUMAs TOJIOBHI.

— Jla, — cornmacunach oHa. — Hy:kHo.

OH noMmor ey BbITH U3 BOAbl — MOJJIEPAKMBAS 3a TAJIUIO, IOTOMY YTO HOTU Y HEE pOkKaslu
U noJxamuvBaiuck. Ha necke Jyiexxan paccTesieHHbIW IUJIe]] — OHA He 3aMETHJIa €r0 paHblle. AJIeKe
nooopat e€ capadan, nmogan eil. OHa HATSHY/IAa ero Yepe3 roJIOBY — MOKPBIA, OH TYT K€ TIPUJIHIL
K TeJIy, HO 9TO OBbLJIO HEBAKHO.

Onu Jieryu Ha 1U1e1, odeccuiieHHble, TieperuieTéHHble. Ero romosa nokownack Ha e€ rpyau. EE€
MAJTBLIBI ME/JIEHHO TepeOUpaIy ero BiaXHbIe BOJIOCK. Mope AbIIIajio psiioM — CIIOKOMHO, YIOBIIe-
TBOPEHHO, CJIOBHO OI'POMHBIN 3BEPb, IOy YUBLIMIA CBOIO JKEPTBY. 3BE3/1bl HAJl HUMU MEJIEHHO Tacyu,
yCTyTasi MeCTO MepPBbIM MTPOOIECKaM paccBeTa.

— Tl B opsigke? — COpOCHIT OH, TIOAHUMAsI TOJIOBY.

— Jla, — oHa ynbpIOHYJIACh, U YBIOKA 3Ta ObLIa CUACTIIMBOM, Oe3 TeHH cTpaxa. — 51 B mopsijke.
41... Gornblie YeM B MOpsIIKeE.

OH npUNOHSIICS U TIOCMOTPEN Ha HE€ — JI0JIT0, BHUMATEJILHO, CIIOBHO MCKAaJl YTO-TO B €€
jare. IToToM HaKJIOHWICA U MOLEJIOBaI €€ B J100.

— Hawm Hy’xHO BO3BpamaTscs, — cka3aj oH. — CKOpO paccBeTET.

Onu ozieMch — OH MOMOT €#i 3acTerHyTh capacaH, OHa rojana eMy pyoamiky. Memwcca 4yB-
CTBOBAJIa, KaK €€ TeJIo MOET — KaxkJ0€e MPUKOCHOBEHUE TKAHU K KOXeE OT3bIBAJIOCh 9XOM HEJaBHHX
nack. Horu nmposkanu, HO 9T0 Obuta nmpusiTHasA Jpoxb. OHa uyBcTBOBaIa ceOst kuBoOi. lo-HacTos-
1IeMY KUBOMH, BIIEPBbIE 32 JOJITHE TOJIbI.

Ilepen Tem Kak yiTH, OHa HAKJIOHWJIACh K BOJIE — CIOJIOCHYTH JMLO. U 3amepra.

B orpaxeHnn Ha He€ cMOTpesia OHa cama — HO He coBceM. E€ mia3a ceetwiucek. He oTpaxen-
HBIM CBETOM 3BE3]], 2 CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM, BHYTPEHHUM. AKBAaMapUHOBBIM.

Omna moprayna. OTpaxeHrue CHOBA CTaJI0 OOBIYHBIM.
— Yt0-TO HE Tak? — AJleKC NOIOIEN C3a/IH, MOJIOKWII PYKY € Ha ILIeyo.

— Her, — oHa BhIIpsAMUIACH M 3acTaBuIa ceds yapiOHyThcsl. — Be€ xoporro. [Tpocto Boma
XOJIOZIHEE, YeM $ TyMaJa.
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OH He noBepus1 — OHa BUJEJA 3TO 10 ero rmasaM. Ho oH He cran paccripaimBarbk. Tosbko
B3sT e€ 3a PyKy U MOBET 00paTHO TIO TPOTIE.

Korza onu gonumu o 6yHraso, HeOo Ha BOCTOKE yke IIOPO30Beo. AJIEKC OCTAHOBUIICS Y IBEPH
Y TIOBEPHYJICA K HEil.

— Crnacu60 3a 3Ty HOUb, — CKa3aJl OH.
— 910 Tebe crnacu0o, — OHa KOCHYJIACh OKepelibsl Ha CBOeH Iiee. — 3a BCE.

OH ynbIOHYJICS, TOLEOBAN €€ — HEXKHO, MOUYTH HEeJOMYIPEHHO — M YIIEN, paCTBOPHBIIKCH
B [IPEJPACCBETHBIX CyMEpKax.

Merucca Bonuia B OyHraso, 3aKpblia IBEph U MPUCIOHMWIACH K Hell criuHoi. Ha e€ 3amsictbe
cetmics Opaciet. Ha mee — oxepenbe. OHa KOCHYJIaCh KyJIOHa M BAPYT NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK OH
MyJIbCUPYET — MEJIEHHO, PUTMUYHO, CJIOBHO KPOLIEYHOE CEpALIE.

— Kro0 xe Tl Takoi, Anekc? — mnpolentasa oHa.

Ho otBeta He Obut0. TONBKO MOpE IIyMesIO 32 OKHOM, U B €ro IIyMe €i CJIBIIIAJICS CMeX —
JpEeBHUI, TITyOOKMIA, Kak cama Oe3/Ha.
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