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Co3zaHo B MHTEJUIEKTYaJIbHOM M3JaTesbckou cucteMe Ridero

Kaxnpoe yrpo JIu Cok-IKMH HPOCHIIAICS OT TOrO, YTO €ro
coOCTBEHHOE JIBIXaHHE OTPaKaJIOCh OT CTEH M BO3BPAIaioch 00-
parHo. KoMHarta Oblta MaJieHbKOW — JBa Ha TPU MeTpa, ChEM-
HBI NIOJTyNo/IBaJI B crapoM parione Ceyna. OT CbIpOCTH 1O yIJlaM
pacrnosn3anack pbokas IJieceHb, MOX0Kasl Ha KOHTYPbl HE3HAKO-
MBIX MaTEpUKOB.

OH paboTasl KOPPEKTOPOM B KPOIIEYHOM H3[ATENIbCTBE, KO-
TOpOE MevyaTayio KyJTUHAPHbIE KHUTY U JTIOOOBHBIE POMaHBHI C I1J1a-
CTUJIMHOBHIMU 00JI0kKamu. PaboTa He TpeboBasia TajiaHTa, TOJb-
ko TeprieHusi. COK-IKMH CUJEN B CBOEM 3aKyTKe C JIEBATHU /0
IIECTH, BbUJIABIMBAJI 3aIISIThIE U TUPE, KOTOPBIE NIEpEeNyTau C Jie-
(pricamu 1 MHOTIA 3a/EPKUBAIICS, YTOOBI UCTIPABUTH OIMUOKH,
KOTOPBIX HUKTO, KPOMEe HEero, He 3aMeTUI Obl.

JloMoi1 OH BO3BpallaICsl IO OIHOMY U TOMY K€ MapLIpyTy:
MHUMO KPYIJIOCYyTOYHOTO Mara3uHa, rje rmpojaBell Bcera KuBa,
HO HUKOTJIa He YJIBIOAJICSI; MUMO KO(pelHM, U3 KOTOPOM TaxJjio



JKKEHBIM CaxapoM; MUMO CTE€HbI, HA KOTOPOM KTO-TO Harucal
OAJUIOHYMKOM «Thl BCE paBHO He OvH» M COK-IKUH KasKIblid
pa3 He 3HaJ1, ObUIO 3TO OCKOPOJIeHUEM MK OJ1arOCIOBEHUEM.

[To Beuepam OH e Joimpak ¢ Tody, cTaBuil Ha (DOH cTapbie
JIKa30Bble TUIACTUHKH, HO TOJIKO Te, IJIE TPEIaio MKy TpeKa-
MU ¥ CMOTpEJ B 9KpaH TesiepoHa, MoKa IKPaH He HAaYMHAJ CMOT-
peThb B Hero. MIHorga eMy Ka3ajioch, UTO €ro KU3Hb — 3TO YEPHO-
BUK, KOTOPBIF KTO-TO 3a0bL7 BeIUMTaTh. HU opdorpadpmueckux,
HU CMBICJIOBBIX OIMMOOK. [TpOCTO CIMIIIKOM TTPECHBIN SI3BIK.

B Ty nmaTHUIy mmn noxas. HeoObaHBI OCEHHUI NOXIb, a
KaKOM-TO OfIEPKMMBIiA, OH OWJI B acajibT ¢ TAKON CUJIOH, OyATO
XOTeJ MpOOUTH ero HacKBO3b. COK-KMH TTPOMOK 32 JIB€ MUHY-
ThI, 100€KaB 10 aBTOOYCHOM OCTAaHOBKHU, HO aBTOOYC, KaK HazJo,
onas3JbIBaJl.

OH cTOsT 1OJ, KO3BIPHKOM U CMOTpe1 ce0e 1oj] HOru. B BbI-
OouHe acdanbra codpasiach rIyOOKas JIyxka MOYTH MPpo3padHas
Y B HEW oTpakanioch He0o, cepoe 1 Hu3Koe. COK-)KUH CMOTpEJT,
KaK Karu pa3OMBAOT TIOBEPXHOCTh, PACXOASTCS KPyramu, U B
KaKOW-TO MOMEHT MepecTal MOprarb.

EMy nokazasioch, 4TO OTpakeHUe 3a/1epKajoch Ha JOMI0 Ce-
KYH/IbI.

OO6BIvHO (pr3MKa MpOCTa: KaIulsd MagaeT ¥ KPyrd UCUYe3aioT u
MOBEPXHOCTh CHOBA 3epKayibHasA. Ho 37ech OH SIBHO BUJEI, Kak
KPYr¥ pa3olllIkCh, a OTPAKEHUE KO3BIPbKA M €r0 COOCTBEHHBIX
HOT' TIOSIBUJIOCH HE cpasy. By/aTo Jiyka Ha ceKyHay 3a0blia, uTo
JIOJKHA OTPaXkarh.



CoK-I)KWH HAXMYPWJICS U TIPUCE] Ha KOPTOUKHU, He oOpariasi
BHHUMAaHUS Ha TO, YTO IKUHCHI IPOMOKHYT OKOHYATEJIBHO.

U TyT CIIy4nsiock TO, YTO OH MIOTOM TpH JHS OyAeT OOBSCHSTh
cebe yCTaioCThIO.

B rmyOune s1yxu, 1oji OTpakeHreM ero COOCTBEHHOTO JIMIIA,
MenbkHYI cuityaT. He ero. Uyxoun. Ybg-to T€mMHas urypa cro-
sla TaM, TJie JIOJDKHA Obula OBbITh T'Psi3b MU MEJIKME KaMEIIKU W
cMoTpesia Ha Hero cHu3y BBepx. COK-JKMH He BUAEN JIMLa, a
TOJIKO KOHTYP, IIJIEUd, HEECTECTBEHHO MpsIMYI0 ciuHy. U pyky.
Ubs-TO pyKa MOAHSIIACH U3 TIYOUHBI, CJIOBHO TBITASICh KOCHYTh-
Cs1 €T0 JIAJIOHU C 0OPaTHOW CTOPOHBI BOJIBI.

OH oTIepHy pyKy.

— ...Yro 3a... — mpolenTasn OH.

A OTOM AO0XK[Ib XJIBIHYJI CHJIbHEE, JIy’Ka B30PBAIACh ITy3bIps-
MU, U CUJTY3T ucue3. Boga 3akosbixanach, nepemMeniagach U B Her
CHOBa OTpakaJiCs TOJbKO OH — YCTABIIUHI, C MOKPOW YEJIKOM,
MPUJIMIIIIEN KO JIOY, ¥ C AypallKuM BbIpaK€HHEM YeJloBeKa, KO-
TOPBIM TOJIBKO YTO YBUJIEN MPUBUJEHUE Y OCTAHOBKHU.

[Mogbexan aBroOyc. Pacnaxuyn ABepH, BBIMYCTUB TEILIO U 3a-
1ax MOKpPOM OfIek/1bl OT APYIMX MACCAKUPOB.

CoOK-KMH 3a111€N, Cel 'y OKHA U BCIO JOPOrY CMOTPEII Ha CTe-
Kalolye 1o cTekjry Karum. OH rnmouTtu yoeaus ceOst, YTo 3TO Mpo-
cro onmuk. Urpa TeHei. YcranocTs.

Ho korza oH BbllllesT Ha CBOEH OCTAaHOBKE, TO HEBOJILHO 000-
HIEN JIy’)KY Ha TPOTyape CTOPOHOM.

Emy nokazanocs? Wnu wer?



Bormnpoc noBuc B cblpoM BO3[yXe€ U JOXK[b, KOTOPbII TeNepb
IIEN KaK OOBIYHO CBEPXY BHU3, KaK M MOJIOKEHO OTBETA HE JIall.

Ha cnenymomiee yrpo JIu Cok-a:kMH NpOCHYJICS Y MIEPBbIM Je-
JoM nocMoTpen Ha nof. Jlyxku He Obi10. Koneuno, He Obuto. B
KOMHATe CTOSUTM €r0 CTaphle TAallKH, COXJIa Ha OaTapee BUEpalll-
HAA KYpPTKa U pblkas IUIECEHb HAa CTEHAX 3a HOYb HE HApHCOBaJIa
HOBBIX MaTE€PUKOB.

«[Tokazanock» — cKazaj OH BCIIyX, UTOObI CTEHBI YCIIbIIIAIH
1 3a(PUKCUPOBATIH.

Ha pa6ote oH mwt pacTBopuMsbiid Kode, TIPaBUII 3aIlIThie B
OYepeJHOM JIIOOOBHOM poMaHe («e€ ryObl MaxjM KOpUIleH |
YTPEHHUM J10KAEM») COK-IKUH 3aAyMaJICs, YTPEHHUI 10K/Ib
MaxXHET He MHAUe KaKk MOKPBIM ac(aibToOM, HO OCTaBUJI KaK €CTh
Y HIKOMY HE pacckasaj Ipo BuepaiuHee. [Iponasen B kpyriocy-
TOYHOM MarasuHe KuBHY/. KodenHs naxa xkKEHbIM CaXxapoM.
CreHa ¢ HaJIUCBIO «Thl BCE paBHO HE OJIMH» CErOAHS Ka3asach
HACMEIIKOU.

A MIOTOM HOTM MPUBEJIM €TI0 HE TyJA.

OH He NOHs1J1, KOTrJJa MMEHHO CBEPHYJI HE Ha TOT EPEKPECTOK.
Mapiipyt ObUT BHICTPOMH [0 MWITMMETPA 32 MATh JIET KU3HU
B 9TOM paiiOHe, HO ceidyac BMECTO MPUBBIYHON CEpOU TUIMTKU
TI0/1 HOTaMy OKa3aJlach MeJIKasi Pa3HOLBETHAS KPOILIKA, a BO3AYX
clienascs TSKEIBIM U CIIaIKUM, KaK B OpaHkKepee, I7Ie [IBEJIO UTO-
TO HOYHOE.

COK-)KVH MOIHS TOJIOBY.

Ilepen Hum crosia naBka. He ta, kotopyio oH 3Hai1. He 3aky-



COYHAs C KUMYHM, HE alTeKa C 3€JIEHBIM KPECTOM. A JIepeBsSHHAS
JBEpb, HU3Kasl, C MEIHOW Py4YKoW B hopMe phIObEero XBOCTa, U
HaJl HEM BBIBECKA Ha TPEX A3bIKaX, KOTOPbIE OH HE 3HAJ, U Ha
YeTBEPTOM, KOpercKkoM: «YaliHast TUXUX [IaroB».

«3nech Beeraa OblT CTPOM MapKeT» — PacTepsIHHO TOIyMa
CoK-IKHH.

Ho aBepb yke NpuoTKpbUIACh CaMa U BHYTPH NAXJI0 UMOUPEM,
cTapoit Oymaroil ¥ 4eM-To, OT Yero y Hero 3aHbul 3y0, KOTOpbIii
HUKOI1a He OOoJIell.

Omn Bom€n. He motomy, 4to XoTes. A mOTOMY YTO BHYTPH ObI-
JIO TEMHO, TEIUIO M KaKas-TO HEBUIMMAasl CHJIA BBIKJIIOUWIIA €TO
BOJIIO, KaK BBIKJIIOUAIOT 3BYK B HAaYIIIHUKAX.

BHyTpH He OKa3aJ10Ch HY YallHbIX CTOJIMKOB, HU TIOCETUTEIIEN.
TonbKko cTesuIaxy JO MOTOJIKA, 3aCTABJICHHBIE CTPAHHBIMU BEIla-
MHU: KOJIOKOJIbUMKY O€3 sI3bIYKOB, 3epKajia B YEPHBIX paMax, KO-
poOKU, IepeBsi3aHHbIE JIEHTaMU, KOTOpble cl1ado CBeTUIUCh. M B
HEHTpe MPUJIABOK, 32 KOTOPHIM HUKOTO He ObLI0. TonbKo ofgHa
BEIIlb JIe’Kasla Ha TIOTEPTOM Oapxare.

Komrmac.

Ho He o6brunblii. CTpesika ero He ucKasa ceBep, a MelJIEeHHO
Bpaniagack, OyITo BHIHIOXMBAJIA YTO-TO B Bo3ayxe. Kopmyc Obut
13 TEMHOIO METaJlIa, Ha KPBILIKE BbILIapallaHa Aara, HO He ce-
TOIHSAIIHSASA U HE 3aBTPALLHSASA, a KaKas-TO 4yxas, C IpyruM Io-
pAaKoM 1udp.

COK-IKVH MPOTSHYJI PYKY, caM He 3Has 3a4eM. [lanbipl Koc-
HYJIACh XOJIOJHOTO METaJUIa M KoMIac MENKHYI. CTpenka 3amep-



J1a, yKa3blBasi MPsIMO HA HETO.

B rpynu xonsHys0. Kak Torga, y gyxu.

— AX, TbI ke 3/1€Ch.

['onoc pazpanca u3 yria, rae Bucena mropa. Cok-IKUH He
ucnyrasncsi. CTpaHHO, HO ucIyra He ObU10. BhUIO TONBKO OIIry-
IIEHUE, YTO €ro JAaBHO KJAJIXA U OH HAKOHEI] 00311 POBHO Ha-
CTOJIbKO, YTOOBI BCE UMEJIO CMBICIL.

W3 mTopsl BbILIENT MaJb4MK, JIET JBEHAALATH, B CIULIKOM
OOJIBIIIOM TIUJTKAKE, C JIUIIOM, KOTOPOE He YJIBIOATIOCh U HE XMY-
pwiock. OH nocMoTpen Ha Kkomnac B pyke COK-IKMHA, IOTOM
Ha camoro Cok-IKuHa.

— OH Te06s BbIOpast. Vu Thl ero — cKa3ai MaJbuMK CIIOKOM-
HO, KaK O MOrojie Ha 3aBTpa. — DTO HEBaXHO. BaxxHo, 4TO Te-
1IeEph BBI APYT y Ipyra.

CoOK-1KMH CcKaJl KOMIIAC TaK, YTO METaJLJI BIIWJICS B JIaJJOHb.

— 41 ve 6pan ero. OH cam...

— OHu Bcerga caMu — MaJlbuMK 3€BHYJI, IPUKPBIB POT py-
KaBoM. — Borpoc He B ToM, KTO nepBbii. Borpoc B ToM, 1ou-
AENIb JIU Th 00paTHO. Vn BCE-Taku OTKPOEIIb KPBIIIKY.

Cok-xuH ocMoTpen Ha komrac. Ctpesika Oosbliie He JIpo-
kaia. OHa 3acThula HA TOM MECTE, IJIe €ro CepAlle TOJbKO YTO
IIPOIYCTUJIO yaap.

OH xoTen NoJoXuTh Belllb Ha MecTo. [IpaBaa xotesn. [loromy
YTO y HEro 3aBTpa pabouuil JeHb, Kyda 3amisThiX, JOIIMPaK Ha
YKUH U TUIECEHD M0 yIJIaM, KOTOPYIO [Opa OTMbIBAaTh. Y HEro HET
MeCTa JJIs1 KOMITaca, KOTOPBIY MTOKa3bIBaeT HE Ha CEBEP.



Ho nanbiipl HE pa3zxkainch.

— Kro Te1? — cnipocunt Cok-1KUH.

Masnpuuk noxa rjieyamu.

— A TBI OTKpO#1 KpbIlIKY. U y3Haelb, KTO Thl cam.

3a 1Bephlo YalHOM BCE TaK Ke IIET OOIYHBI OCCHHHMI TOXK/Tb.
Ceepxy BHU3. Kak 1 nonoxeHo. Ho BHyTpH, B moymMpake, naxJjio
UMOUPEM U 4ykMMU MUpamMu U B pyke y JIu Cok-KrHa Jiexait
KOMIIAC, KOTOPBIA BHIOPAJI €r0 MEPBbIM.

Beiopocuts? iu HaBcera octaBuTh cede?

OH He 3Ha1 oTBeTa. Ho moyeMy-To BriepBble 32 MHOT'O JIET €My
HE XOTeJIOCh CMOTPETh B TeIe(]OH.

JIu Cok-1KMH He BBIOPOCHIT KOMIIAC, a TOJIOKKII €ro B KapMaH
KYPTKH, BbIIIEJ U3 YAaHOM U AaKe He OnIsHYyIcs. [IBepb 32 HUM
3aKpbUIach Oe3 3ByKa M KOTJa OH Yepe3 CeKyHIy OOepHYJIcs, Ha
e€ MecTe Oblla BUTPUHA CTPOMMAapKeTa ¢ 0aHKaMU KPACKH «IIBET
YTPEHHEN TPYIIN».

OH OCTaHOBWJICH, IMOCMOTPEN HA CBOE OTPAKEHUE B CTEKJIE,
OHO OBIJIO PacTepsSIHHOE, C MOKPBHIMU BOJIOCAMU M PYKOM, 3aCTHIB-
1Iell B KapMaHe Ha XOJIOHOM MeTaJlje.

— Tl 310 BUAEN? — cOpOCUII OH y IPOJABLA, KOTOPBIA BbI-
11eJ1 IEPEKYPUTb.

[Tponasens mocmotpen Ha COK-AKHMHA, HA MYCTOE MECTO, Iie
TOJIBKO YTO ObLIa JIBEPb.

— Yero?

— Hwuuero — ckazan Cok-mxud. U romén oMou.

OH mén MeayIeHHo, KoMIiac B KapMase rpesncs. He ot tena, a



caM 1o cede, Kak xknBoi. COK-IKUH HE JOCTaBaj €ro, OOsICS.

JloMa OH 3arep IBepb Ha ABa 3aMKa, CEJI Ha KpOBaTh U HAKO-
HEll IOCTaJl HaXOJKY.

Crpenka Oombllie He yKasbiBaia Ha Hero. OHa Bparajiach
MeJIEHHO U HeyBepeHHO. COK-I)KMH MOBEPHY/I KOMIIAC BJIEBO
Y CTpeJIKa JIEPHYJIach, HO HE yCIOKomaach. IloBepHy BiipaBo u
OHA CHOBA 3aKPYTHUJIACh.

— Tol ciOMaHHBIM, YTO JIU? — CHPOCKUIT OH HIENOTOM.

Kowmmac ménknyn. Oqun pa3. Kopotko u 00mxeHHoO.

Cok-pxuH 3amep. IToroM MensIeHHO OTHEC €ro K JIMILLY.

— JlagHo. Yto THI Takoe?

OH HuKoraa He ObLT CMeNIBIM. B 111KOJIe ero Japa3HuIM yiIuT-
KOl 3a TO, YTO OH AOJITO JyMall, PeXJe YeM OTBETUTh. B u3-
JaTeJIbCTBE CUUTAIM YIOOHBIM, HE TIOTOMY UTO OH OBLT TUIOXHM
WM XOPOIIIKMM, a TIOTOMY UTO He co3jaBai npoosiem. U ceitvac,
CHJIS1 B MOJTYTIONIBAJIE, OKPYKEHHBIN PbIKEN IJIECEHBIO U 3aI1aXOM
JOIIMPaKa, OH JOJKEeH ObLT TIOJIOKUTh KOMIIAC B SIUK, HAKPHITH
HOCKaMU 1 3a0bITh 10 IOHE/IEIbHUKA.

Ho nasnbiipl yke OTOTHY/IM KPBIIIKY.

BuyTpr He okazanoch mpuBblYHOrO Iudpepdaara. Tonbko
IJ1aJKoe, YEPHOE CTEKJIO U B HEM ObLJIO He ero orpaxeHue. Hu-
Koro. Tosbko 38€31bl. Musummapapl 3B€371, KOTOPbIX HE BUHO U3
Ceyna, 1 MeXy HUMU JIMIIb TOHKas cepeOpsiHast HUTh, KOTOpast
BeJIa KyJa-To B INTyOWHY.

— Yro 3a... — npomenTtan Cok-IXuH.

N mup nepesepHyIcA.



On ne ynan. He notepsin co3nanue. [Ipocto nepecran ObITh
31ech. KpoBars, miecenb, MOKpast KypTka, BCE UCUE3JI0, PACTBO-
PWIOCh B TEMHOTE ¥ BMECTO 3TOT'O OH CTOSJI IOCPE/IN 3aCHEKEH-
HOW paBHMHBI U BETEP BbLI TAK, KAK BETEP HE MOXKET BBITh B Pe-
QJILHOCTH, IOTOMY UTO Y TOTrO BeTpa Obu1 rosioc. Kenckuit. Cra-
pbiii. OueHsb ycTaBIINM.

Kommac niexxan y Hero Ha packpbITOM JIAJJOHU, HO TENEPb OH
CBETHWJICS U €T0 KPbIIIKa Obl1a OTKPHITA U U3 HEE, KaK U3 KOJIOA-
1A, MOJHUMAJICSI TYMaH U B 9TOM TyMaHe. ...

Cok-KVH yBUET €€.

Ona 1nwia mo cHery 6ocukoMm. B omexne, koTtopasi KOraa-To
ObLa Oeslol, a Ternephb CTajia IBETOM I'psi3u U BpeMeHU. Bosockl
ee cellple, JJIMHHbIE, 10 MosIca, CTEIUIUCh 3a Heil o BeTpy. Jluna
OH HE pasmiIsieN, TOJbKO CIIMHY W KPbUIbS 32 CIUMHOU.

KpbUibst ObLTM CJIOMaHBI.

Koctu Topyanu, nepbst oOropenu ¥ Mexay HUMH, Ha Jiomar-
Kax, FOpeJv JBE Me4YaTu, Kpyrible, Kak MOHEThI. OHU MyJIbCUPO-
BAJIM TEMHBIM CBETOM, M Kbl Pa3, KOJAa OHA AeJiaja Iar,
rieyaTy BBDKUTAIA HAa KOXXE HOBBIe OYKBBI Ha SI3bIKE, KOTOPOTO
CoOK-/17KMH HE 3HaJI, HO I0YEMY-TO ITOHUMAJI.

«HebecHas neBa, U3rHaHHAsA 3a TO, YTO IMOJIOOMIA CMEPTHO-
ro».

Omna ynana Ha konenu B cHer. He 3anuiakana. IIpocro cunena,
OITyCTHB I'OJIOBY U J€p:Kajia B PyKax 4TO-TO MAJIEHbKOE, KPYIJIOE.

Kommac.

— Tw obeman — ckasaia OHa He TPOMKO, YTO HAWIEIIh CIIO-



c00.

Psinom ¢ Helt Hukoro He 0buT0. TONBKO CHer, HeOO U KPbUIbS,
KOTOpBIE OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA HE TTOJHUMYT.

— 41 xay yxe TpHUCTa JIET — OHa IMOJHeca KoMIIac K Tydam.
INouenosana. — I'ne ToI?

Crpenka komraca aposxkana. Bpamanack 6erieHo, Kak 3arHaH-
Has Jiomaab. A nmotoM 3amepina. M ykazana npsiMo Ha He€, Ha
JIEBY C OOTOPEBIIUMU KPBLUIbSIMH.

— OH He NpUAET — CcKa3ajl KTO-TO U3 TeMHOThI. COK-IXUH
B3IpOrHyJI. ['0710c ObLT MYKCKUM, HU3KHUM, O€3 €TUHON SMOIIVH.

— Toi 3Haems 310. OH ymMep 4epe3 ceMb JIET MOC/Ee TBOErO
nagenus. Kenuncs. 3asén gereit. Tol OblIa A1 HETO JIETEHIOM,
KOTOPYIO OH paccKa3ajl BHyKaM Tiepe]] CHOM.

KeHinyrHa He mogHsIa roioBbl. TONBKO CXkajla KoMMac Tak,
YTO XPYCTHYJIU NAJIbIIbI.

— Jloxb.

— IlpaBga — otBetusia TemHora. — $1 TBOW Komrmac. S ma-
MSTh TBOETO MaAcHUsA. S BUIEN KakAyI0 TBOIO CJIE3y 3a TPUCTA
net. U s roBopio Tede: oH He npuaeT. Hukoraa.
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