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Yacts 1. IlepBblii ayu

YTPO HAYMHAJIOCh KaK OOBIYHO — C THUILHHBEIL.

WBan [leTrpoBud cuen Ha KpbUIblie MEJBHUIIBI, B CBOEM CTAPOM Kpeciie-Kayajke, U CMOTpel,
Kak HaJ KpoBaBeIMU MONSIMU MOJHUMAETCS COJTHIIE. B KpyKKe AbIMUIICS TPaBsSIHOM OTBap — MSITa,
pOMaIlIKa, COBCEM UyTh-uyTh [lofo111el TpaBbl 151 ICHOCTU MbICTIel. Psiiom, Ha CTyTieHbKax, CKPECTUB
Horu, cuziena Whisper. E€ nuiio, kak Bceraa, Obl10 00palieHo K BOCTOKY — OHA He BUJIesia pacCcBeTa,
HO YyBCTBOBaJa ero. Terio Ha Koxe, N3MEHEHHUE 3araxoB, 0COOYI0, TOHKYI0 BUOPAIIUIO, KOTOPYIO
pacTeHus U3aBallu Ha PaccBere.

— OHu cerogHs TMXUE, — CKa3ajla OHa BJIPYT.
WBan [leTpoBuy, yke MOAHECIINI KPYKKY K rydam, 3amep.
— Yro?

— Pacrenusg. Ouu Tuxue. OOBIYHO Ha PaCCBETE OHU IIOKOT I'POMYEC — IIPUBETCTBYIOT COJIHLIC.
A CEroJH44... — OHAa HAKJIOHWJIA I'OJIOBY, BCIIYIINBAACH, — KadK 6y,HTO KAYT YC€TrOo-TO.

WBan IleTpoBry MeaJIEeHHO OCTaBUJI KPYXKKY Ha Mepuiia U MpUKpsUl rm1aza. «IIeénot ¢uops»
— €ro BepHblii BHYTPEHHUI T0JIOC, CTABLIMI 3@ 9TH MECSLbl TAKUM K€ IPUBBIUHBIM, KaKk OueHue
cepaua, — noareepau cioBa Whisper. Pacrenust Ha BoctouHoM nepumerpe momvaiau. He cnanm —
MMEHHO MOTYaJM. 3aTaninch. VIX aypbl, OOBIYHO CIIOKOWHBIE ¥ POBHBIE, Ceiyac ObUTN HAIPSIKEHB,
KaK CTpPyHbI IIepe]] pa3pbIBOM.

OH nogHsAJICA ¢ Kpecia U NMPUCTAIBHO BIISIEICS B BOCTOUHBIN ropu3oHT. Tam, 3a xoaMamu,
I7ie KOI/1a-To CTOsIT TPEHHPOBOYHBIN Jlarepb «SIctpedoB», a Teneph MPOCTUPAIACh BbIAKEHHAs, OILy-
CTeBIIAs 3eMJIsl, YTO-TO npoucxonuio. He6o Hai XonMamMM MEHSUIO LIBET — HeE Tak, Kak MEHSET ero
BOCXOJIlee CONHLE, a uHaye. CJIOBHO CaMO MPOCTPAHCTBO JIPOKAJIO, MCKAKAJIOCh, TOTOBSICh Pa3o-
pBaThCA.

— IMopran, — Npou3HEC OH OTHUMU TyOaMHU.

Benpimka Obuta 30motoii. Toil camoil, KOTOpylo, MO CllyXaM, BUJENW Haj aTpoM ApXOHTa
HECKOJIbKO JHel Ha3zaa. OHa Jumiack Bcero MraoBeHue, Ho VBan IlerpoBuu ycnen 3aMeTHTh, Kak
B HeOe HaJl BOCTOYHBIM XOJIMOM pa3Bep3J1ach apka — He MOX0Kas Ha OObIYHbIE UI'POBBIE TIOPTAJIbI,
a Kakas-To pBaHasi, HEPOBHAsl, CIOBHO MPOPE3aHHAsl B TKAHU PEaIbHOCTU TYIBIM HOXOM. M3 apku
BbUIETENIN TPU I'pUOHAa.

IlepBblit — caMblil KPYIHBIA, C TEMHBIM, ITOYTH YEPHBIM ONEPEHUEM U MOIIHBIMU JIallaMH,
CIIOCOOHBIMHM Pa30pBaTh Jlake KAMEHHOTO rojiema. Ha ero crimue, B censie U3 4EPHOR KOXH, CHIET
ApxonT. Ero nocnexu, eme HeJaBHO MOTYCKHEBIINE U MOKPBIThIE MbLIbI0 OPAXEHUH, TeNepb CUSLII
TaK, CJIOBHO MX TOJIbKO UTO BBIKOBAJIM B HEOECHOH Ky3HHULIE. JlereHJapHblil Me4, KOTOPBIA OH KOr/a-
TO OPOCHII Ha TIOJT B CBOEM IIIaTpe, CHOBA BUCEI Y T10sICa, HO pyKa ApXOHTa Jiexasna He Ha pyKosiTi. OH
CKMMaJl B JIAJOHU YTO-TO MaJICHbKOE, CBETsAIIeeCs] — KPOILEUHYI0 UCKPY, KOTOpasi MyJbCUpOBaja
POBHBIM, OCJIETTUTEIbHO-0EJIbIM CBETOM.



1O. Npasznos. «®Pepmep cumynsrop: Kara ckopou»

JIBoe mpyrux rpudoHOB, TIOMeNIbUe, HECIU Ha ceOe MUTHBIX OOUIoB «ScTpedoB» — Tex
HEMHOI'UX, YTO OCTAJIMChb BEPHLI CBOEMY JIMACPY A0 KOHIIA. Ounn ACPKAJIUCh 9YTh 1103a/11, KaK 9CKOPT,
Y B MX 103aX He ObLI0 HU triumfa, H1 pagoctu. Tombko MpauHast, COCpeIOTOUSHHAs PEIUMOCTb.

ApxoHT He ctan MmeuiuTb. OH noaHsu pyky, U Mickpa CsienHoro OrHs B €ro J1aJjoHU 3acusiia
spye.

— Cwmorpu, — tuxo ckazan Mean IlerpoBuy, u Whisper, He Busiiasi, HO 4yBCTBYIOILIAs,
MIOBEPHYJIA FOJIOBY K BOCTOKY. — CMoTpu. Ceitac Thl yCIBIIIMIND TO, YETO E1IE HUKOI/IA HE CIIbIIIAJIA.

[epsbiit iyu ynapui no Crene [Tnotu.

Oto ObLT He OroHb. He 1uiamsi, He *kap, He B3pbIB. DTO ObLIT CBET — TOHKMUI, KaK WIJIa, U OCJie-
MUTEJIbHBIN, KaK COJHIIe B 3eHuTe. OH copBaIcs ¢ JIaJIOHU APXOHTA, TPOUYEPTIIT B BO3IyXE UJI€ATbHO
MPSAMYIO JIMHUIO U KOCHYJICS KOJTIOUEro KyCTapHUKA, KOTOPbIM MECSIaMU CITYKHJT HETTPUCTYITHOM rpa-
Hunel pepmbl. U KycTapHUK ncues.

He cropen — umenHo ucde3. MrHoBeHHO, Oe3 abiMa, Oe3 meriia, Oe3 3Byka. Tam, rie ToIbKo
YTO ObLJIa )KMBAs, MyJILCUPYIOIIAs TUIOTh PACTEHUH, TEeTleph 3UsiIa MOJI0ca a0COMOTHO YEPHOM, CIIeK-
1meiics creksioM 3eMid. «I1Enot ¢popbi» B 3TOM MecTe 000pBaJICsl — He 3aTHX, HE YMOJIK, 2 IMEHHO
oOopBaJICcsl, Kak niepepe3aHHbiil HepB. VBaH [leTpoBuY mokauHyscss M CXBaTWICA 3a niepwia. boib
— Hacrosmas, ¢puzndyeckas, He MpeIyCMOTpeHHas] UTPOBBIMU MEXaHMKAMU — TIPOH3WJIA €ro OT
3aTblJIKa O0 IIATOK.

— Yt0 310?! — BCcKpuKkHyna Whisper. OHa Toxke NMOYyBCTBOBaJIA: B €€ MUPE 3BYKOB U ayp
TOJILKO YTO 0Opa3oBajiachk mycToTa. Y€pHas, 6e3MoIBHAs, aOCOMIOTHAS ITyCTOTA TaM, I7ie MTHOBEHHE
Ha3aJ MeJiv rojioca COTeH PacTeHUi.

— Casmennsiid Oronb, — BbII0XHYI MBaH [lerpoBuy. — [lepBo3aanHoe tuiamsi. OH He K KET
— oH ctupaetr. CTUpaer camy KU3Hb.

ApXOHT, cuis Ha TpudoHe, MeIeHHO NoBEN pykol. JIyu CesieHHoro Orus, NOBUHYSCh €T0
ABWXXEHUIO, TIONON3 Aajbiie — Baoib Ctensl [10TH, ocTaBiiss 3a coO0M MIeaTbHO POBHYIO, bIMSI-
uryiocs mpoceky. Kycroi-ITneBaku, 3aMackupoBaHHbIE B 3apOCIISIX, MOMBITAIUCH 1aTh OTBETHBIN 3aJIIT:
UX SIIOBUTHIE SITO/Ibl B3BUJIMCH B BO3/1YX, YCTPEMUJIUCH K IPU(POHAM — U PACCHINAINCh CEPOU MBLIbIO,
Jaxe He JIoJeTeB A0 uenu. 3amurHas aypa CsieHHoro OrHsl, OKpy:KaBlllasi BCAJHUKOB, YHUUTO-
’aya BCE€, 4TO Hecso B cebe XOTsI Obl UCKPY OPTraHUKH.

Oo6mnaka criop «OrHeHHOH JTMXOPaAKW», MOAHABIINECS C TIOJIeH, MOCTUIIIA Ta ke y4acTb. OHU
HE CrOpajii — OHH TEePsUIU CaMy CBOIO CyTh, CTAHOBUJIUCh MHEPTHOU, Oe3:)KU3HEHHO! B3BECHIO, KOTO-
past TYT JKe oceJajia Ha 3eMJII0 CEepbIM, YAYIUIMBBIM HaJIETOM. ['€H KakTyca, 1aBaBIINil pacTEHUSIM
AEBSHOCTO MIPOLIEHTOB COMPOTHUBJIEHUS K Marn4ecKoMy IjiaMeHu, Obl1 6ecriosnie3eH. [Totomy uto 310
ObLIO HE Marndeckoe IuiaMsi. ITo ObLJIO HEYTO U3 JAPYroro MMpa — M3 MHpa, TJe KU3Hb eIIE He
3apoauiiack, a CMepTh eme He oopena dpopmy.

Wean TlerpoBuu mombitasicsi 3aaenctBoBath «lIlIémor ¢opb» Ha momHy0 MomHOCTh. OH
MOC/Ial B CTOPOHY aTaKyIOIUX CAMbIN CHJTbHBIN, CAMbI BJIACTHBIA CUTHAJ, HA KAKOW TOJBKO OBLI
CrIoCcOOeH: TMPHKa3 KOPHSM-YJaBKaM BBIPBATHCS M3-T10/1 3¢MJIM M CXBATUTh TPU(OHOB, NIPUKA3 Jepe-
BbAM-JIOBYIIIKAM BLICTPEJIMTH IIHUIIAMU, IIPHUKA3 CIIOpaM CryCTUTLCA B 06)1211(0 M OKYyTaTb BCAAHUKOB.
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Ho KOpHH, €ABa BbICYHYBIINWCH U3 3EMJIH, MTOMAJAJIN ITOA JIYY U UCUE3aJIN. HCPCBBH, B KOTOPLIC ITOI1a-
JaJT CBET, PACCHINAJIUCh CEPO TPYXOW. A CHIOPHI. .. CIIOPHI TPOCTO MEPECTaBATU OBbITh.

U Toraa oH momsiTajcs caesaTh TO, Yero He Aesiaj HUKoraa paHblie. OH HOMBITAICS «yrOBO-
puth» cam orob. Yepes «ILEnot ops» OH 00paTUiICs HE K PaCTeHUsIM — K TOW CUJIe, YTO YHU-
yroxana ux. OH npenacraBui cede ITOT OeIblid, OCTENUTENBHBIN CBET KaK KHUBOE CYIIIECTBO, KaK CTH-
XHUI0, C KOTOPOH MOXHO AOTOBOPUThCS. «OCTaHOBHCH, — CKa3ajl OH MBICIIEHHO. — ThI He Bpar MHe.
41 He Bpar Te6e. OCTaHOBUCH.

Cucrema BbIjasia KOPOTKOE, TTyXoe cooOrieHre. BykBbl ObUTM KPAaCHBIMU — TaKMMU OH He
BUJIEJI HUKOT/IA 32 BCE BPEMS UI'PBIL:

«lemp He sBNseTCS OMONOTMYECKMM OOBEKTOM. B3ammonelictBue depe3 HaBbK ,ILIEmoT
dnopbr” HeBo3MOkHO. HaBbIk He MOXKeT ObITh MPUMEHEH K TAHHOU TSI

NBan [leTpoBud OTKpbLI IJ1a3a. APXOHT, 3aKOHUMB JIEMOHCTPAIHIO, Pa3BEPHYJI I'pudOHa U Me/I-
JIEHHO, HE TOPOIISCh, ToeTeNl 0OpaTHO K XoinMaM. [[Boe Ipyrux BCaJHMKOB IMOCIENOBAIN 32 HUM.
Onu He atakoBanu MeabHULy. He nbitanuck npopBatbest BHyTpb. OHM IPOCTO MOKA3aJU, YTO MOTYT
CleNaTh.

WBan [leTpoBud crycTuiIcs ¢ KpbUIblia ¥ MEIJICHHO, OYeHb MEIJICHHO MOOPET K TOMY MECTY,
rJe TojIbKO uto 3usiia mpopexa B Ctene [notu. Whisper, He roBOpsi HU CJI0Ba, MOCJIEI0BAIA 32 HUM.
Ona He HyXJajlach B MOBOJBIPE — €€ Helpo-uHTepGEeiCc prUcoBaJl KAPTUHY MUpPA 4Yepe3 3BYKU U
ayphl, U cefiuac Ta KapThHa ObUTa yXKacHa.

3emuisi o1 HoraMu U3MeHWIach. Tam, rj1e MPOoIIEN iy, OHa MPeBPaTUiIach B CTEKJI0 — YEPHOE,
OmecTsinee, ¢ OCTPHIMH, Kak OpuTBa, Kpasmu. ViBan [leTpoBrUY HAKJIOHUJICS U TIOMHSIT OCKOJIOK. ToT
OBbLIT XOJIOAHBIM — JIaXke He MPOXJIaJHbIM, & IMEHHO XOJIOMHBIM, KaK KYCOK MeTaslla, MPOJIeKaBIIHIA
BCI0O HOYb Ha Mopo3se. W abcomoTrHo MEPTBBIM. Hu OHOU criOpbl, HU OHOW OAaKTEpUH, HU OIHOU
MOJIEKYJIbl opranuki. [Tycrora.

— 41 He uyBCTBYyIO 37€Ch HUYEro, — THUXo ckazana Whisper. — BooOmie Huuero. Kak 6ynro
MHpa 371eCh HeT.

WBan [lerpoBuu momyan. OH gepxkai B pyKaxX OCKOJIOK CTEKJIa — BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT €r0
KMBOH M3ropoau, — u gymai. He o Tom, kak 3aimmrutbes. He o Tom, kak koHTpatakoBaTh. OH Jymai
0 TOM, YTO TOJIbKO UTO YBU/IEN OPYKHUE, TPOTUB KOTOPOTO BCE €r0 UCKYCCTBO, BCE €r0 pacTeHusl, BCS
ero SKocHucTeMa ObUTH OECCHITbHBI. APXOHT MOMYYMJT OT Pa3padOTUMKOB HE MPOCTO MPEUMYIIIECTBO.
OH nomyum1 KJII0Y OT peabHOCTH, B KoTopoii MBan IleTpoBuy, co Beeit cBoel arpoHOMuei, OblT He
6oiom — a pocto organikoi, moIekaIieil yHU4ITOKESHHIO.

— OH BepHETCs, — cKa3al OH HaKOHeIl. — ITO ObLJIa TOJIBKO MPpoOa. 3aBTpa OH HAYHET BBIKH-
raTb HaC BCEPHE3.

— Yro mbI Oyem nenath? — cripocria Whisper. E€ ronoc apoxan — BriepBble 3a BCE BpeMs,
yto MBaH 3Han e€.

— Tloka He 3Ha0, — oTBeTWI OH. — Ho 3Ha1o ogHo: MBI He cnaguMcs. MBI HUKOra He cia-
BaJINCh.
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OH noBepHyJICs 1 3aiaraji 00paTHO K MeJibHHIIE. B ero royose yxe HaunHa1 (popMUpOBATHCS
TJIaH — TIOKa CMYTHBI, HESICHBIN, HO €TUHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHBIN. [171aH, KOTOPBIN TpeOOBa BpeMeHH.
Bpemenu, KOTOporo y HUX He ObLIO.

Beco ocrasmmiica nenb MBan IlerpoBud nposén B nogsase. OH 3aXET MacIsAHYIO JIaMILy, Cell
3a CBOU rpy0O0 CKOJIOUCHHBIN CTOJI M PA3JIOKUI Tepe] coOON IMHsIHbIe TaOnuvku. Ha omHO¥W oH
3aMKCHIBAJT BCE M3BECTHBIE eMy jJaHHble 0 CBsieHHoM OrHe — TO, YTo pacckasaia Puka, To, 4To oH
BUJEJ CaM, TO, O YEM XOIWJIU Ci1yxu. Ha Ipyroii — Crucok BceX CBOMX pacTeHUM U UX yA3BUMOCTEM.
Ha tpeTbeit — BO3MOKHbIE KOHTPMEPHI.

Kaprtuna BeipucoBbiBaniach 6e3panoctHasi. CesmeHHbI OroHb He ObLT OPYKHEM B OOBIYHOM
cMbiciie. OH He UMeIT TeMITepaTypbl — CJIEIOBATENILHO, OT HETO HeJb3s1 ObLIO 3AIIUTUTHCS KAPOCTOM-
KUMH MaTeprajiaMy Wi oxyaxjeHueM. OH He ObLT Maruei — CJie/IoBaTeIbHO, aHTUMAarnJdeckue
9KpaHbl OblH Oecrionie3Hbl. OH He ObUT S10M, He ObLT OOJIE3HBIO, He ObUT Jake U3TydYeHHeM B TOM
CMBICIIEe, B KakoM u3iydai ero «[Hunoit Kaprogenb». 1o ObIO0 HEUTO, YTO HAXOAWIOCH Ha Oosee
BBICOKOM yPOBHE PEaJIbHOCTH — MeTa-CyIHOCTb, KaK BbIpasuics Obl MepiuH, eciii Obl 3HaJI, 4TO
TakKasd CyHIECTBYCT. E,HI/IHCTBCHHOC, YTO MOXKHO 6bIHO IMPOTUBOIIOCTABUTD CB}IHICHHOMy OFHIO, —_—
910 cam Cesmennsii Orons. Ho y MBana [erpoBuya ero He ObL10.

OH OTKMHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY CTYJa M TIOTEP BUCKM. [J1a3a ycranu, Meiciu nmyTanuck. B nogsase
ObLIO TYIIHO — KOMIIOCTHBIA YaH TUXO OyJIbKaJl B YTy, iepepadarhiBasi OuepeiHyIo MOPLUIO opra-
HUKH, U €0 pUTMUYHOE YpUyaHUe IeMCTBOBAJIO MIOUYTH TMITHOTUYECKH.

B nBeppb Tuxo nocryvanu. Ha mopore crosin Ditnap — Opuragup «Konxosa», ObIBIINI BeTepaH
«SlcTpeboB», a HbIHE OMH U3 CaMBbIX MpeJaHHbIX copaTHUKOB MBana. Ero im0, 0ObYHO CIIOKOWHOE
Y YBEPEHHOE, ceiyac ObIJIO MPAaUHbIM.

— ArpoHoM, — Hauas oH 0e3 MpPeIuCIOBUNA, — JIIOIU BOJHYIOTCS. fI, KOHEUHO, CKa3asl UM,
YTO BCE 10J] KOHTPOJIEM, HO. .. — OH 3amsiics. — OHM Bujienu 3Ty WTyKy. Bunenu, uyto oHa aenaer.
TaHKM cHpallvBaloT, MOKHO JIA 3aLUTUTBCS OT HE€ IUTaMu. Maru nelTaloTcsl NOHATh, KaKUe Yapsbl
UCTIONB30BAaTh. A 51 HE 3HAI0, YTO UM OTBETUTh. [I0TOMY UTO CaM He MOHKMMAIO, YTO ITO TAKOE.

— Capuch, — ckazai VBan [lerpoBuy, KuBasi Ha TabyperT.

DitHap cen, v MBaH BKpaTiie U3/10Ku1 eMy cBoU BHIBOBI. O TOM, uTO CBsitieHHbIi OroHb UTHO-
pUpyeT BCe U3BECTHbIE BU/IBI 3aUTH. O TOM, YTO OH HE MOJYUHSETCS 3aKoHaM (pu3uKku U Maruu. O
TOM, YTO pa3pabOTUYMKHU, MO CYTH, JaTl APXOHTY YUT-KOJ, 3aMAaCKHPOBAHHBIN O]l UTPOBYIO MeXa-
HUKY. DUHAp CIIyIlal MOJ4a, M ¢ KaXJbIM CJIOBOM €ro JIMLIO CTAHOBUJIOCh BCE MpayvHee.

— 3HauuT, Mbl HIYETO HE MOXEM cJieJlaTh? — CIPOCHIT OH, Korjaa MiBaH 3akoHYMIL

— 4 s1oro He roBopwi1, — orBeTus1 MBan IlerpoBuu. — { ckaszas, 4To Mbl HE MOKEM 3alllU-
TUTHCA. HO 3TO He 3HAUUT, YTO MBI HE MOKEM OTBETHUTb.

— Yem? V Hac HET TaKOro Opy:Kusl.
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— Ectb, — WBan [lerpoBud Opocwit B3IIISII HA CBUHIIOBBIH SIIMK B YTy nogBaia. — Ho 51 He
X04y ero ucnonb3oBarh. [Toka He xouy. CHavaia Mbl TOIpoOyeM Apyroe.

OH BCTaJI ¥ MOJOIIEN K KapTe, BUCEBIIEH HA CTEHE.

— Coarymiait moii ripukas. C cerofHsIIHero IHs — MojiHasi 3Bakyaiusi. Bee moau, Bech CKOT, Bce
MIPUTIACHI IOJKHBI OBITh IEPEeBECHBI B IOI3EMHbIE YKPBITUS. 1 JABHO FOTOBMII X — Ha CITy4aii, eCJH
YTO-TO NONOOHOE MPOM30MAET. Thl Oyzels oTBeUaTh 3a JOTUCTUKY. PeliHxep — 3a 6e30MacHOCTb
mapiipyToB. KpuBoit Hox momoxer MHe ¢ ceMeHamH.

— A 11?7 — cnipocun DitHap. — Yto Oyaens aenarhb Thi?

— 41 ocranych 31ech, — crokoitHo otBetra MBan IlerpoBuu. — Byny nepkars 000poHYy,
CKOJIBKO cMOTy. MoXeT, MHe y1acTCsl HAUTH cl1ad0e MECTO B 9TOM ITyKe. MOXeT, ApXOHT JIOIYCTUT
omoKy. MoxeT, pa3padoTUnKu ofymaiotcs. B modom ciiydae, s He Yy ¢ 3TOM 3eMJIH, ITOKa OHA

OKOHYATEJILHO HE [OTUOHET.

DiiHap XOTeN BO3pa3uTh, HO YTO-TO B IIa3aX CTapHKa 3aCTaBUIIO ero npoMosnyarts. OH BeTall,
KOPOTKO KMBHYJI U BHIIIEIL.

WBan IlerpoBuu ocrancsa oguH. OH CHOBa Cell 3a CTOJ, B3sUI THIKBEHHOE CEMEUKO — CBOIO
HEU3MEHHYIO PyYKY — W IIPUHSICSA IIUCATh.
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— —Yacrp 2. CucremMaTnyeckoe BbIDKUTaHUE
Ha cnenyromiee yrpo ApXOHT BEpHYJICS.

OH npuiieten He OOUH — C HUM ObLIa 11eJ1asi 3CKaApWIIbsl U3 NATH rpudoHoB. Kax el Héc
Ha ceOe He TOJIbKO BCaJHHUKA, HO U TPYy3: KaKue-To apTedakThl, CBUTKU, KpUCTAIUIBL. Bunumo, «Sct-
peObl» TOTOBIIIUCH K JOJITOM, METOAUYHON padoTe.

WBan IleTpoBud, cTOs Ha KpbLIbLE MEJIbHULIBI, HAOMIOAAT 32 HUMU yepe3 «[ J1a3-TpaBy», KOTO-
pas ewe yuesesa Ha BOCTOUYHBIX noAcTynax. OH Bujes, Kak APXOHT pa3JesInil CBOM CUJIbL: JBOE I'PU-
(boHOB OCTaNICh HA XOJIMaX, OUYEBUIHO, B KAYECTBE pe3epBa U Hadmoartesei, a Tpoe Hayaau OONET
TEPPUTOPHUH MO YETKO OINpeAeIEHHOMY MapuipyTy. OHM He aTakoBaJId MeJibHMIYY. BooOie He npu-
Onmkanuch K Heil. BMecTo 3Toro OHM HauaIu BbIKMIaTh MOJIS MO TIEPUMETPY.

IepBbIM NaJio ceBepHOE MoJle — TO camoe, Ijie VIBaH BbIpalBasl SKCIEPUMEHTAIBHYIO TIIIe-
HUILY C TEHOM MOPO30CTOMKOCTH. APXOHT, 3aBUCHYB HaJl HUM Ha BBICOTE OKOJIO CTa METPOB, TPOBE
JIy4OM HECKOJIbKO NMapaljiebHbIX JIMHUM, aKKYPaTHO, KaK TPAKTOPUCT Ha naxote. JIyd ckosb3ui 1o
3emuie, OCTaBJIsIsl 32 COOOM MOJOCHI OILIaBJIeHHOTO cTeksa. [Tmennia, eme Buepa 30JI0TUBIIAsCS Ha
COJIHLIE, Mcue3asla — He Cropaja, He OChlajach, a MPOCTO MepecTaBaja CyIecTBOBaTh. Yepes mnoi-
yaca OT MOJIS OCTAJICS TOJIBKO YEPHBIN, ABIMSALIMIACS MPSAMOYTOJIbHUK, HAIIOMUHAIOLIUI CBEKe3aac-
(basbTHPOBAHHYIO NTAPKOBKY.

BropeiM nano o:xHoe nojsie — To camoe, Ha kotopoM MBan uctisitbiBaul «I'Hunoit Kaprodenb»
U TJIe JIO CHX TIOp 3Usijla BOPOHKA. APXOHT, BUAAUMO, 3HAJI 00 3TOM — ero MH(pOpMaTopbl padoTasu
xoporio. OH HapaBuJI JIy4 NPsSMO B LIEHTP BOPOHKH, TY/Ia, I1I€ €IIE COXPAHIACh OCTATOYHAS Pay-
ars. Jlyd conpuKOCHYICsl ¢ 3apaxk€HHOIN 3eMJIE — U Ta oTpearrpoBaia. Pazfancs riyxol, noa-
3eMHBIH T'yJI, U HaJl BOPOHKOM MOJHSJICS CTONO 3e71eHoBaToro AbiMa. CasiieHHbIN OroHb M HEKPOTH-
yeckas sHeprus «['Huioro Kaprodens» BCTynuav B peakiuio, KOTopasi BHIOPOCHIA B BO3/IYX TyUH
panuoakTUBHON MblTM. HoO ApXOHT ObUT FOTOB: OH B3MaxXHYJ PyKOM, M BOKPYT IPU(OHOB BCIIBIXHYII
3alIUTHBIN KYIIOJI, CKBO3b KOTOPBIi IMbLJIb HEe MPOHUKJIA. Yepes HeCKOIbKO MUHYT BOPOHKA IepecTaa
IbIMUTh — CBALLIEHHBI OTOHb BbIKET JAaXKe PAJUALIUIO.

MBan IleTpoBrd cMOTpe Ha 3TO ¢ MpauHbIM YaoBIeTBopeHueM. 1o kpaiiHeil mepe, Tenepb OH
3HaJI: ero Kaprogenb u CesmeHHb OroHb — CHJIBI IPUMEPHO OAHOrO nopsaka. Ecim oHu cronk-
HYTCSl HAIpsIMyI0, HEU3BECTHO, KTO 1modeanT. Ho Ui Takoro CTONKHOBEHMsI HYKHO OBLIO, YTOOBI
OroHb 1 KapTo(esb OKa3aJIuch B OJHOM TOUKE. A APXOHT, Cy/s [0 BCEMY, He COOMPAJICS MOJCTaB-
JISATHCA.

K nonyaHio Tperbero AHs ObUIM YHUUTOXEHbI IIOUYTH BCE BHELIHUE MOJsA. APXOHT JAeHCTBO-
BaJI METO/IMYHO, KaK XUPYPI: KaXAbli 1eHb — HOBbINA KBajpar. [IoHeenbHUK: KOoure 3apociy Ha
3anasHou rpanuue. Bropuuk: poma Kycros-Ilnesak y peku. Cpena: nessiHKa ¢ MUHaMU-THIKBaMU,
KOTOpBIE JJake He ycrenu cpadotarh — CasimieHHbId OroHb IeaKTUBUPOBAT MX MPEkIe, YeM KTo-
760 HACTYIII Ha HUX. YeTBepr: maceka ¢ muénamu-youidiiaMu, KoTopsix ViBaH pa3sBomut 1uist Ména
1 3aiuThl. [T4€nbl, MOUysaB ONACHOCTD, MOAHSUIUCH B BO3YX OTPOMHBIM pOeM, HO Jiyd CBAIIEHHOTO
OrHa npoueén ckBo3b HUX, KaK HOXK CKBO3b MAacjo, U Yepe3 MUHYTY Ha 3€MJII0 OCBINAJICA TOJIBKO
cepblii, Oe3)KU3HEHHBIH TIeTIe]T.
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C xaxapiv qaéM «Illénot ¢ropel» craHoBuics tuiie. MBan [leTpoBuy 4yBCTBOBaJI, KakK €ro
CBSI3b C pacTeHHsIMH crabeeT, KaKk MX Tojoca 3aMOJIKAIOT OIUH 3a APYyruM. DTO ObUIO MOXOXkEe Ha
MeJJIEHHOE YMUPaHHUE YacTH €r0 CaMoOro — Kak ecii Obl eMy 110 OuYepean OTpe3asy najibiipl. CHa-
yaJjia OH MbITAJICSI COMPOTUBIISITHCS: MTPUKA3bIBAJI KOPHSIM-Y/IaBKaM aTakoBaTh rpupOHOB CHU3Y, HO
KOPHH, €1Ba BBICYHYBIIIUCh U3 3eMJIM, TIonaaanu nop jyd. [sirancs ucnonszoBatsh «Craakyio Bary»
— CHOPbI-TPAHKBUJIM3ATOPbI, KOTOPBIE KOT/IA-TO BHIBEJIM U3 CTPOS LENYI0 APMUIO BTOPXKEHUsI, HO
APXOHT JiepXKaJiCsl CJIMIIIKOM BBICOKO, @ CIIOPBI, TOJHSIBIIUCH JIO €r0 YPOBHS, TEPSUIU aKTUBHOCTH IO
BozeiictBueM CasieHHoro Orus. [bitaicst 1axe Ucnoinb30BaTh TEJIENOPTAIMOHHOE IEPEBO — TO
camoe, KOTOpoe OH BBIPACTHJI U3 CEeMEHH, MoilydeHHoro ot ['foHTepa u rocrnoxu Yxoy, — 4ToObI
MTHOBEHHO NepeOpOoCcUTh CBOMX OOMIIOB Ha rpripoHOB. HO ApXOHT, Ka3asiock, 3HaT U 00 STOM: Kak-
Oblil pa3, Korja JIepeBO aKTHBUPOBAIOCh, OH HAHOCWII yAAap UMEHHO B Ty TOYKY, I1le OTKPbIBAJICS
nopTa.

Kto-TO cnuBan ungopmaro. Mean IletpoBrud nmogo3peBat, uTo 3TO ObLT OMH M3 HOBHUYKOB
«Konxo3a» — Tex, KTo MpUILET Nocie UCTOpUH ¢ «THKBU3UIIMEN» U KOTO OH He YCIIes Kak CleAyeT
nposeputhb. Ho ceifyac y Hero He ObUIO BpeMEHM Ha PaccileJOBaHUsL.

B narepe napwia nmanuka. Jlioou, emeé Heaemo Ha3al YyBCTBOBaBINME ceOs B O€30MacHOCTU
T0]1 3aIIMTON PACTEHUH, TeTeph METAIICh MEXKIY NMaNaTKaMu, COOMPaN BEIIU, CIIOPUIN, KPUYaJIH.
DiiHap, CTUCHYB 3yObl, IBITAJICS HABECTH TIOPSAIOK, HO JJaske €0 TPOMOBOM roJIOC He BCET/ia MoMOral.
KpuBoit Hox Hocuiicst Mex Iy MeJbHUILIEH U TOI3eMHBIMU CKJIQIaMH, TacKasl SIIUKU C CEeMEHAMU U
npurnacamu. Whisper, Kak MorJia, yCriokanBajia *eHIIuH u aeterd (B «Konxose» ObuUM M Takue —
CeMbH, KOTOpbIE IPUIIUIM Ha (hepMy B MOMCKAX criaceHus oT ronozaa). Ho crpax ObuT cuiibHEe MOOBIX
CJIOB.

K ucxony uersBéproro qHs, Korga oyepefHOW KBajapaT 3eMJIM IPEeBpaTWICs B OIJIABJIEHHOE
creko, kK MBany [lerpoBuuy nopomén Peitmkep. Ero nuio, 0ObIMHO HEBO3MYTUMOE, OBLIIO CEpPbIM
OT YCTaJIOCTH.

— MBI TepsieM Jtofielt, — cKa3as oH 6e3 npeaucioBuii. — He ot orass — ot crpaxa. CerogHs
yTpoMm et nsrepo yuui. [Ipocto codpanu e u yuu. Kyna — He 3Ha10. Moxer, k «fcrpedam».
Mozxet, B ropoa. Moker, mpocTo B JieC.

— 41 He nepxy ux, — txo orsetu MBan [lerpoBuu. — Eciam XOTAT yTH — MYCTh YXOAST.
1 He Mory rapaHTHpOBaTh UM 0€30MaCHOCTb. 51 BOOOIIE HUYEro He MOy rapaHTHPOBATh.

— Jleno He B rapaHTHsiX, — Bo3pa3ui Peiinmkep. — Jleno B TOM, 4TO OHU BepsT B TeOsl.
Bepnee, Bepuiu. A Tenepsb... Terepb OHU BUIAT, 4TO Thl OeccuiieH. M 910 myraet ux Oosnbliie, yem
00O OrOHb.

WBan [lerpoBuu Huyero He orBeTw. OH CUAENT Ha KpbUIblle, CKUMasi B PyKaxX XOJIOJHYIO
KPYXKY C OCTBIBLIIMM OTBAPOM, U CMOTpeJI, KaK Ha BOCTOYHOM XOJIME 3aropaeTcs OUepeHON KOCTED

— narepb «ScTpe0oB» rOTOBUIICS K HOUJIETY.

BriepBbie 32 MHOTO JIET OH YyBCTBOBaJI ceOst aOCOIIOTHO, CTOMPOIIEHTHO OECTIOMOIIHBIM.
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— — Yacrtp 3. AroHUSA 3eJIeHH

Houblo pa3pasunack rpo3a. Tsxkénble, CBUHLIOBBIE Ty4YH, MPHILIEIINE C BOCTOKA, 3aTAHYJIM
He0o, 1 Ha KpoBaBsle rosist 06pynmiics TuBeHb. MoIHNUY, O/IHA 3a IPYTroM, pacdepurBaii HeOOCBO,
Y IPOM I'POXOTaJI TaK, YTO APOXKAIU CTEKJIA B OKHaX MeslbHULBL. VIBaH IlerpoBuy He ciasn. OH cuaen
B MoOJBaJle, IPY CBETe MAcJsSHOM Jamiibl, U paboTasl Haj oYepeaHor MIMHSAHOW Tabnuykoil. Ilepen
HHM JIeKaJl 00pasLibl TOTo, YTO OCTAIOCh OT MOPaXEHHBIX CBAIIeHHBIM OTHEM pacTeHHi: KyCOUKH
OIUIABJICHHOM KOPBI, TOPCTKU CEpOro Mervia, OCKOJIKMU cTekia. OH nu3yvall uXx, MbITasgCh HAUTU XOTb
KaKyl0-TO 3aKOHOMEPHOCTb, XOTb KaKYIO-TO 3alIeTKY.

Emy HykHO ObUIO TIOHSATB: ecTh i1 Y CBstieHHoro OrHs cnadoe Mecto? Moxket ObITh, OH Tpa-
THT SHEpruio Hocutessi? MoxeT ObITh, €ro JeHCTBIE OrpaHUYeHO 1o BpeMeHn? MoxeT ObITh, OH He
JEWCTBYET Ha YTO-TO, YTO HE SIBJISIETCA B CTPOroM cMelciie organikoi? Hampumep, Ha Munepasisl? Ha
Metaibl? Ha uucryio Bogy?

OH npoBEN HECKOJIBKO MPOCTHIX onbIToB. KanHyn Bogoit u3 Ilnauymiero ucroyHrka Ha oOpa-
3ell OIUIaBJIEHHOH 3eMJIM — BOJIa 3allluIeNa U Ucriapuilack, HO 3eMJlsl octaiach npeskHel. [Tonoxun
KyCOYEK JKeJsle3a MO MUKPOCKOM (YBEIMYUTEIBHOE CTEKJIO OT alXxuMuieckoro Habopa Hyus, koto-
poOe OH COXpaHUJ Kak Tpoden) — Keae30 He U3MEHWIOCh. 3HaUUT, MeTa/ulbl CeAeHHoMy OrHio
HE TIOJJAl0TCs. DTO yke ObLIO YTO-TO.

OH B35 IMHSHYIO TAOMUUKY U 3anucant: «lIpennonoxkurensHo, CesieHHsln Orons Bo3aei-
CTBYET TOJIbKO HAa OPraHMYecKylo mMarepuio. MeTtajuibl, MUHEepaibl, BOJAa — WHEPTHBI. BO3MOKHO,
3aIUTHBIN 9K PaH U3 METAJUTUIECKOH IbUIM WU BOJISTHOW 3aBeChl MOT Obl. ..» OH He nonvcait. [loromy
YTO TMOHSLT: JIaXe €CJIM OH CO3/IaCT TAaKOW SKpaH, OH HE CMOXKET YKPBITh UM BcE€. CITUIITKOM OOJTbITIast
tepputopus. CIMIIKOM MaJIO BpEMEHH.

B nBeps nocryuan. Ha nmopore crosiza Whisper. Ona 6pu1a On1eiHa, 1oj1 171a3aMu 3aJ1eTJ A TeHH
— BUJIHO, TOXE HE craJia.

— OHu cHOBA 31€Ch, — CKa3ajia oHa TMX0. — {1 cipiity ux. I'pucdonsl. OHM JETAT.
WBan IleTpoBuy OTI0KMIT TAOMMYKY M NMOAHSIICA HaBepX. Jlok/Ib yke KOHUMJICS, HO He0O BCE
em1€ ObUIO 3aTSHYTO Ty4yaMH. B mpepaccBeTHOI cepocTH, Ha (pOHe CBUHIIOBBIX OOJIAKOB, OH YBUIE

TP TEMHBIX CUTy3Ta. I prupOHBI. APXOHT pell He KAaTh PaccBeTa.

— CeronHs OH ynapur 1o ueHrtpy, — npouentai Msaun [lerpouu. — Io oropony. ITo mens-
HULIE.

— Yro mbI Oyzem nenath? — cnpocwia Whisper.
— To, 4TO HOJKHBL. 3aIlUIIATCS.
OH BbI3BaN DifHapa. [Ipuka3an nogHATh BCeX, KTO eUI€ CrocoOeH JepkaTh OpykKHe, U roTo-

BUTBHCSA K Ooto0. He k mobene — k Ooto. [Toromy uto modemuth oHr He Morii. Ho mMoru Xotst Obl
yMepeTh I0OCTOIHO.
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DiiHap, BBICIYIIAB MPUKA3, MOTYa KUBHYI U yiEn. Yepes momyaca y MeJbHHIIBI cOOpasics
HEeOOJBIION OTPS/I: BOE OBIBIIIMX TAHKOB B MOTPEMAHHBIX, HO BCE eIIIE KPETKKX JOCIeXax, Tpoe Jyd-
HUKOB, CpeJi KOTOPBIX ObUT U PeliHIkep, U HECKOJIBKO MaroB — TeX, YTO He MOOOSIUCh OCTAThCS.
Bce onu 3Hanu, Ha 4to uayT. M BCE paBHO OCTaUCh.

WBan TlerpoBuu orsgen ux v MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK K ropiy MOACTYNAeT KOM. DTU JIOIU —
IIPOCTBIE UT'POKU, MHOTHE U3 KOTOPBIX IPULILIA HA (pepMy BCETO HECKOJIBKO MECALIEB Ha3a/l, CIIacasich
OT rosiofa, — OBUTN FOTOBBI YMEPETh 3a HEero. 3a CTapuka, KOTOPHIH Jlaske He MOT HAHECTU YPOH Bpary.

— Cnacu6o, — ckazan oH. U Oosbiire Hu9ero He 1o0aBul. [la v 4To TYT MOXHO ObUIO 100a-
BUTH?

I'pucbonsl mpudMkamuch. ApXOHT, Kak BCera, Jietes mepBbiM. OH OMmyCTHIICS HUKE OOBIYHOTO
— BUJIMMO, XOTeJ MOJTyYIlle pacCMOTPETh CBOIO Liesib. ViBaH IleTpoBuy BHIEN €ro JMIO: XOJOJHOE,
COCPEIOTOUEHHOE, Oe3 TeH! TOp:KecTBa. YenoBeK, KOTOPBIH MOTepsijI BCE U Terepb BO3BpaIal 10T 1.

[epBoiil ynap npumiéncs no oropony. ['psaku ¢ MyTupoBagBiieid MOPKOBbIO, KoTopbie MBaH
BO3/IE/IBIBANI C TAKOH JIIOOOBBIO, MCYE3NM B OJHO MIHOBeHHE. Jlyu CKOJIb3HYI MO 3eMJIe, OCTaBIsis
3a cOOOH OIUIABJICHHYIO TOJIOCY, U MOPKOBb — Ta camasi, KOTOpasi CTpelisijla CeMEHaMHU U y3HaBajia
XO35IMHA TI0 1l1araM, — MpeBpaTUIach B HUYTO.

Bropoit ynap — no aensHke ¢ 3onorou nienunen. Misan Ierposuy yeneiman, kak Whisper,
CTOSIBIIASL PSZIOM, TUXO axHyJla: OHA BCEr[la rOBOPUJIA, YTO y 30JI0TOM MIIEHUIIH CAMbIF KPACUBBIN
ronoc. 1 BoT 310t ronoc ymosk. Haecerna.

Tpertuit ynap — 1o mMejabHHULIE.

ApxoHT nogHsn pyKy ¢ VIckpoii, u Oenblii CBET Hauall pa3roparbcsi B €ro JIaJIOHU, TOTOBSICh
OOpYIINTHCS Ha cTapoe KameHHoe 31aHue. MiBan [leTpoBrY CTOSIT Ha KPbUIbIIE, BHITPSMUBIIKCH BO
BECh POCT, U CMOTpeJ psiMo Ha Bpara. OH He nooexan. He cripstancs. OH mpocTo xaaJt.

N B 3TOT MOMEHT CIIyYMJIOCH TO, YETO HUKTO HE OKHUIAJL.

JleHnnpoua-crpax, KOTOpbId BCE 3TO BpeMsl HEMOJBMKHO CTOSUI y BXOJa B MEJIbHUILY, BAPYT
MpULIEN B IBMKeHME. Ero 1asa, Ba TYCKJIBIX KETHIX MSTHA, BCIIBIXHYJIM OCJIETIUTEIbHBIM CBETOM.
BetBu, 0O6bIYHO OMyIIIEHHbIE, B3METHY/IMCh BBEPX, 00pa3ys 3alUTHBIA Kynoi. KopHu, rimy0oko yxo-
JAIIME B 3¢MJII0, HAIIPATJIMCH, U BCE €r0 OrPOMHOE TEJIO MOJAJIOCH BIIEPEL.

Uepes «Illénor guops» MBan [lerpoBuu yciplman To, Y€ro He CJbIIAT HUKOIZIA paHbIIIE.
lonoc. He cnoBa — o6pa3. YyBcTBo. Mbicib. OHa OblIa POCTOM M SICHOM, KaK BCE, YTO UCXOAUIIO
OT PacCTEHMIA:

«MOW YEPE]I. OTELI».

— Her! — 3akpuuan Man IlerpoBuy, 6pocasice Briepén. — Her! Crosits! S mpukassiBao
TeOe CTOATh!
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Ho Crtpax He nocmymiancs. Briepeble 3a BCE Bpemsl CBOEIO CYILIECTBOBAaHUSI OH OCIYyILIAJICS
xo3gmHa. OH caenan TATAHTCKUN [Iar — HEMBICJIMMBIA IJIA €ro MacCcCbl, — OTTOJIKHYJICA KOPHAMUA
OT 3eMJIM U NpbIrHyJ1. IIpsiMo B TpaekTopuio jyya.

Casiennslii OToHb yapuil €ro B rpy/ib.

3Byk ObLT He rpoMKuM. Cropee, TuxuM. Kak OynrTo omHya ctpyHa. Besbiii cBeT Ha MrHOBEHHE
okytan CTpaxka, ¥ ero XuTHHOBasi KOpa — Ta camasi Kopa, KoTopast Oblla IpoYHee CTaIM U MOIJia
BBIZICpKATh yaap TapaHa, — He 3aropesachk. OHa mpocTo ucuesna. MrHOBEHHO 0OpaTUIach B CephIid,
HEBECOMBIH Tenell, KOTOPBIN TYT K€ OCBINAJICSI BHU3, MOJXBAYEHHbIN BETPOM.

Ho Crpax He ynain. Ero cepjiie — orpomHoe, myJIbCUpYIOIee IPEBECHOE AP0, CKPHITOE TTy-
OOKO BHYTpH, — BCE ellé ObUI0 KUBO. OHO ropesio KEITBIM CBETOM, TeM JKe CBETOM, UTO U ero IJia3a.
W oHO mIpoosKalio 3aK phiBaTh METLHUITY COOOH.

WBan IleTpoBrd cTOST HA 3eMUie, TS HA 9TO, M KpHUal. DTO ObUT HE KPUK TaKTHKA, HE KPUK
KOMAaH/IMpa, OTJAOLIEro MPHUKa3bl. DTO ObUT KPUK OTLA, BUIAIIET0O rnOeb cBoero ceiHa. OH Kpryas
TaK, YTO CPBIBAJI FOJIOC, KPUYAJ TaK, YTO CJIE3BI TEKJIU 110 €r0 JIMILY, a OH JIaXKe He 3aMeyall 3TOro.

Jlyd orac. ApXOHT, BUIMMO, M3PACXOOBA HAKOTIJIEHHYIO SHEPTUIO U TETIePh OTCTYIAN, YTOObI
niepe3apsauth Vckpy. I'prcdoHbl pa3sBepHynmuch 1 nonetenu oopatHo K xoiamam. A Ctpax Bc€ emg
CTOs1JI, TOKAQUMBASCh, U €r0 CEepALE IyIbCUPOBAJIO BCE MEJIIEHHEE U MEJICHHEE.

Wran [letpoBuu 6pocuiicst kK Hemy. COTKHYJICS, ynasl, OTHSJICS, CHOBa mooexan. [lobexas,
OH ymaJl Ha KOJIEHU Tepejl CBOMM CO3/IaHUEM, CBOMM 3allTUTHUKOM, CBOMM. .. Ja, CBOMM ChIHOM. OH
TMOJIOKWJT PYKH Ha TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT KOPbI, U TTIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TEILJIO YXOIUT U3 HEE.

Caeuenue B mazax Crpaxa Mepuaiio, Kak 1iaMms ceeuu Ha Betpy. VBan [lerposuy 3arisHyn B
3TU IJIa3a — T€ CaMble, YTO CBETUIA MY KaXkIyl0 HOUb, TE€ CaMble, UTO BUJE/IU €T0 B CAMBIE TEMHBIE
yackl, — U MPOIIENTa:

— IIpoctu mens. [Ipoctr, 4TO HE CMOT 3aITUTUTH TEOSI.
Ceeuenue murnyJo. [locnequuii pas. M noracio.

«Iénot nopbi» 3adukcupoBa mycToTy. B TOM Mecte, rae TombKko uto OblT ero Ctpak —
KUBOU, TEIUIBINA, POIHON, — Temepb OblTa a0COMIOTHAS, 3BeHsmas myctora. Kak Oynro u3 mupa
BBIPBAJIM KYCOK U 3arOJIHUAJIM €70 HUYeM.

WBan I[NeTpoBruu CcTOST Ha KOJIEHSIX TIepel] TOpoi Meruia, KOTopasi Koraa-To Obuia ero JIydiim
TBOpeHHeM, M Tulakasi. OH IUlakall Tak, Kak He TUIaKaJl y:ke MHOTO, MHOTO JIET — C TeX Iop, Kak
y™mepra ero skeHa. C Tex rmop, Kak OH ocTajicsi OnuH B peajibHoM Mupe. C Tex 1op, Kak OH lyMaJl, YTo
OoJIbIIIe HUKOTIA HE CMOKET HUKOTO TIOI0OUTb.

Czamu tuxo noponuia Whisper. OHa He BHJIeNa CJIE3, HO IyBCTBOBAJIA 00JIb — TaKylo OCTPYIO,

TaKyIo IITyOOKYI0, UTO OHa repeaBaiack yepes «I1enot dopei» naxke eir. OHa cena psgom ¢ MiBaHom
IlerpoBryeM Ha XOJIOAHYIO, IIOKPHITYIO IEIIOM 3EMIIIO U B3slJIa €10 3a PYKY.
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— OH 06bL1 XOpoIIMM, — CKa3ajia OHa TUX0. — Y Hero Obuia goOpas necHs. $1 Bcerma 1o
rOBOpUIIA.

— OH 6bu1 Jyuriium, — otBeT1 MBan [lerpoBuy, He nogHumast rooBel. — OH ObLT BCeM,
YTO y MEHs ObLJIO.

— V 1e0s ecth MbI, — ckazania Whisper. — ¥V Te0s ecTb 1.

WBan [etpouu gonro Momyait. [TotoM BeITEp CIIE3BI pyKaBOM — Ipy00, MO-KPECThSIHCKU, — U
nofHsuics. Ero o, TonpKo 4To ObIBIIEe MAacKoi 00Mu, CTao JpYruM. XOJIOAHBIM. PelnTensHbIM.

— Jla, — cka3ay oH. — ¥ MeHs ecTb Bbl. M 1IOKa $1 KUB, 51 HE [TO3BOJIIO 3TOU TBAPU YHUUTOKHUTD
eIe Koro-HuOy/p.

OH mnoBepHyJIcS K MeJibHMIIe. Tam, Y BXOJa, CTOSIIM €ro JIIOAU — Te, KTO OCTajics. DiHap,
MpavHbIi 1 MomyanvBbiid. KpuBoit Hoxk, eqpa caepxkuBatomuii cnéssl. Peiimkep, CTUCHYBIINN 3yObl

TaK, 4YTO XKEJIBAKU XOIUJIN XOAYHOM.

— Bce BHU3, — ckomanoBai Usau I[NerpoBuy. — B noasas. Ceiiuac xe.
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— — Yacrs 4. IIpuka3s orcrynarb

[MonBan MeTbHULBL, OOBIYHO CITYKHMBIIMI JJAOOPATOPHEH M XpAaHWIIUILIEM, Telepb MTPEeBPaTHIICS
B KOMaH/HbII 1leHTp. MBan IleTpoBuu cuien 3a CTOJIOM, OKPYKEHHBIN IIMHSAHBIMUA TaOJIMYKAMU, U
OTJaBaJI IPHMKa3bl. Ero rosoc ObLT CHOKOMHBIM, POBHBIM, TOUTH PABHOLYIITHBIM — TaK TOBOPSIT JIIO/IH,
KOTOpBIE TIEpEelUIM YepTy M OoJbllie He YyBCTBYIOT O0s. TONBKO XOJOOHYIO0, PacYETIMBYIO pelIt-
MOCTb.

— IlepBoe. DitHap, Th BO3LMEIIb BCEX JIIOAEH — BCEX JI0 €IMHOTO — U YBEAEIIb UX Ha CEBep.
Tam, B X0/IMax, €CTh MOA3EMHBIE T'POTHI, KOTOPbIE 51 pa3Beal HECKOIbKO MecslleB Ha3aa. OHu 1iiy-
OoKue, cyxue U, INIaBHOe, OKPYKeHbl MUHEepaJIbHBIMU opofaMu. CsitieHHbI OTOHb UX HE BO3MET.

— Ho kak mbI Tyga godepémcs? — cripocui DiiHap. — I'pudoHbl 3aMeTAT Hac.

— He 3amersr, eciy Bbl IOMAETE HOUYBIO U 4yepes Jiec, — oTBeTw MBan Ilerpouu. — A
OTBJIEKY HX. YCTPOIO TYT HEOOJIBIIOE MPE/ICTABIICHHE.

— Kakoe nipencrasnenue?
— VBuauie. Bropoe. Kpusoit Hox, Tel 0OTBevaes 3a ceMeHHoM (poH. Bc€, uto ecth B noj-
BaJjie, — Bce TaOJIMYKH, BCe TPOOMPKHU, BCE TOPIIKU — JOJKHO OBITh YITAKOBAHO U TOTOBO K TPaHC-

MOPTUPOBKE. Huuero He octaBisaTh. Hu ogHoro cemeuka. Thl MeHs TOHSIT?

KpI/IBOfI HO)K, I(OTOprfI HUKOIrJa HE BUOCT CBOCroO HACTaBHMUKA B TaAKOM COCTOAHMH, TOJIBKO
MOJIYa KUBHYIJL.

— Tpetpe. Whisper. Tl noia€ms ¢ diiHapom. bynens rmazamu v ymamu otpsaga. TBOE 3peHue
BUJIUT TO, YTO He BUIAT Apyrue. Ecim rpudoHbl puOIM3aTCss — Thl TOYYBCTBYEIIb MX PaHbIIIE BCEX.

— A 11?7 — cnipocuna Whisper. — Yo Oyzens enath Thi?

— 4 ocranyce 3nech, — orBetmi MBan IlerpoBuu. — Byny nepxkarb 0OOpOHY, MOKa Bbl HE
yingre. A OTOM. .. — OH OpOCHJT B3IVISI] HA CBUHIIOBBIH SIMK B yrity. — [1oTOM mocMoTpum.

— 4 ue yiiny, — TBEpHO ckazana Whisper. — f yxe roBopuia Tede: s OCTaHyCh C TOOOIA.
o KoH1a.

— 310 npuka3, — Havaj obu10 MBan [lerpoBuy, Ho Whisper nepebuia ero:
— 41 He TBOI1 conpar. § TBos BHyuka. Thl caM Tak ckazaji. A BHY4YKHM He OpocaloT Je/ylleK.

B nonane nosucna trimmHa. ditHap U Kpusoit Hox nepermnsanyaucs. VBan IlerpoBuy gonro
cmotpen Ha Whisper, 1 4TO-TO B €ro ra3ax JpOorHyJo.

— Xopomo, — cka3aj oH HakoHell. — Tbl ocraHembes. Ho ecnm s mpukaxky yuTd — Thl
yinemsb. be3 Bo3paxkenui. JJoropopumcs?

— HoroBopunrck, — oteetmina Whisper.
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— Torga — 3a padoty. Y Hac Majio BpeMeHH.

Crenyroniye HeCKOJIbKO YacOB MPOIILTH B JIMXOPAJIOYHON aKTUBHOCTH. JIIoq coOMpau Belly,
IPY3WIM MIPUTIACHl Ha TEJIETH, YIIAKOBbIBAJIM CEMEHA B INIMHsIHbIE TOpIIKU U Amuku. Kpusoir Hox
HOCWJICSI ME3Ky MOABAJIOM U JIareépeM, Tackasl BCE HOBbIE M HOBbIE MOPUUU. DWHAP CTPOUJI OTPSi]L
B IIOXOJHYIO KOJIOHHY — MOJI4a, 0€e3 JIMIIHUX CJIOB, OJHUM CBOMM BHJOM BHYIIad HOI[LII/IHéHH]:IM
CIIOKOMCTBUE, KOTOPOTO CaM, BEpOsITHO, He UCTIbIThIBAL. Whisper, cujis Ha Kpbljblie, BCIYIIMBAIACh
B HE0O0 — e€ Helpo-uHTepdeiic ynaBIuBal OTIAIEHHbIE BUOpAK ITPU(OHOB, KOTOPbIE BCE eIé
KPYKHJIX Hal BOCTOUYHBIMU XOJIMaMU, I'OTOBACH K HOBOM aTake.

WBan IlerpoBuy cnycruiicst B nogsai B nocieHuil pa3. OH MOAOIIEN K CBUHLIOBOMY SILIUKY,
OTOIBUHYJI 3aCOB M OTKPBUI KPHIIKY. BHYTpH, B yriyOieHun, Bbuto)keHHOM cokoM [lomormeit Tpasbl,
JIexan MaTepuHCKUM KityoeHb «I Humoro Kaprodernsi» 1 HeCKOIBKO JOUEPHUX OTPOCTKOB. OHH ITyITb-
CHPOBAJIM BCE TeM ke OOJIE3HEHHBIM, 3€JIEHOBATHIM CBETOM, M MX OTPOCTKHU CJIa0O IIEBEJIAIINCH,
CJIOBHO OILYIIbIBAs BO3IYX.

— Hy ut0, — THX0 cKa3an oH, oOparmasch K KiIyOHo. — [Toxoxke, TBO Yac HaCTaEr.

Psom ¢ AIMKOM CTOSTH TSATh KOHTEWHEPOB THOMbEN pabOTHl — Te caMble, KOTOPbIE OH TOJI-
roroBuJ1 41 ['loHTepa u rocnoxu Ysko0y, HO He ycresn OTHPaBUTh U3-3a Havyalla aTtak. B kaxaom u3
HUX JIe)Kal MUHUATIOPHBIN, MOIU(UIMPOBAHHBIN OTPOCTOK, TOTOBBIM K McIoIb30BaHM0. MBaH Ilet-
POBUY B3$1J1 OVH KOHTEHHEP U MOJIOKMII €r0 B 3aIUIeYHbI MelOK. OcTasibHble OCTaBHII HA MECTE.

OH nopHsiics HaBepX. Y MeJbHUIIBI YK€ BBICTPOUJIACH KOJIOHHA: OKOJIO TPUILATH YEJIOBEK,
HarpyXeHHBIX y3JIaMH U TeJIe)KKaMu. MHorve u3 HuX ObUTH OJIeTHbI, Y HEKOTOPBIX APOKATU PYKH, HO
HUKTO HE TUIAKaJI U He )KaJI0BaJICS. DTH JIIOJU MPOLIUIM Yepe3 roJIofl, Yepes3 CTpax, yepe3 « ThIKBEHHYIO
yymy» 1 HAET «HKBU3UIMI» . OHM TOTOBBI OBUTA WJITH.

— Bce roroBe? — cripocuit MBan IlerpoBud, BbIXOAS HA KPBLIBLO.

— Tak TouHO, — OTBETUJI DHAP.

— Torpa cnymaiite menst. Ceituac Bl yxoaute. n€te Ha ceBep, uepes Jiec, K xoimMaMm. Tam
HaETe TPOTHl — BXOJl OTMEYEH TpeMs OONbIIMMU BadyHamu. Kaute MeHs1 Tam. Ecim depe3 Tpu
IHA s He IPULy — 3HA4YMT, He puAay. Torna komanaupoM ctaHoBUTCS DiiHap. OH 3HAEeT, YTo AesaTh.

— A TBI? — KPHUKHYJ KTO-TO U3 TOJIIHI.

— 4 ocrarock. MHe HY:KHO 3aKOHUYUTh TYT OJHO JEJIO.

OH He cTaj 00bSCHSTH, Kakoe UMeHHO. BMecTo sToro o nogomén k Whisper, kotopasi crosijia
y BXOJJa B MEJIBHUILY, U B35 €€ 32 PYKY.

— Tol rotoBa?
— T'oroBa, — oTBeTHIIa OHa. — MBI UJIEM BMeECTE.

NBan I[leTpoBrY KMBHYI 1 TOBEPHYJICA K KOJIOHHE.
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— Bcé. Yxongure.

Jliogu nBuHYyIMCH. MeasieHHO, ¢ OMISIIKON, OHU MOTSHY/IUCH LIEMOYKOW K CEBEpHOM I'PaHUIIE,
Tyza, TAe ene HecKoJIbKO JTHel Hazaa ctosuia Crena [lnotu, a Terepsb 3usiia OIIaBJeHHAs Ipopexa.
Usan [leTpoBuy cMoTpesn UM Beliesl, MOKa MoceqHsIst (purypa He CKpbUIach 3a AePEBbsIMU, 4 IOTOM
MOBEPHYJICA K BOCTOKY. Ha xonmax, B mpeiBeuepHEM CBETE, pa3ropaarch KOCTPHI Jareps «scrpe-
00B».

— Tenepsp Hai yepén, — ckazajl OH.

Onu ocranuck BaBoéM. Her, He BaBoém — BTpoém. NBan IlerpoBuu, Whisper u menbHuna.
MenbHuiia, KoTopasi Osu1a 111 FIBaHa He IPOCTO 3/1aHKMEM, a YacThio ero camoro. E€ kaMeHHbIe CTeHBI,
CJIO’KEHHbIE HEM3BECTHBIM apXUTEKTOPOM €LIE 10 TOro, Kak «ApTapa» cTajla UTpOM, TOMHWIU BCE:
€ro MepBble SIKCTIIEPUMEHTHI C CEMEHAMHU, €ro MepBYI0 MoOeay Hall MapoaépaMu, ero MepByio BCTpedy
¢ Whisper. Ona 6buta jomom. U Terieps 3TOT oM A0JIKeH ObUT CTaTh TOJIeM 0Osl.

NBan IlerpoBuu pacxaxuBal 110 TEPPUTOPUM, OTAABASI MBICJICHHBIE MPUKa3bl yepe3 «Ieénor
(nope». TeM pacTeHHAM, UTO €€ yLesesd, OH MPUKa3al CrPYNIIMPOBATbCS BOKPYT MEJIbHULIB,
cozfaBasi MocyeHu 000poHUTENbHBIA pyOex. Kyctol-ITneBaku, TUIIEHHbIE MACKUPOBKH, BBHICTPO-
WINCh BJOJIb CTEH, KaK COJIaThl mepes nociaeaHuM 6oeM. KopHu-yaaBku, Te HEMHOTHMe, 4TO eIié
MOTJIM IBUTAThCS, 3aTaUJIMCh IO 3eMJIEN y BXOa. Bposisiunii KopeHb — €ro caMblid CTapblid ¥ BEPHBIN
XULIHMK, IEPEKUBILIUI HE OIHY OCay, — 3aHsUI O3ULUIO Y TIOIHOXKUS MEJIbHUYHOTO KoJleca.

— 41 ne uyBcTByI0 CTpaka, — Thxo ckaszana Whisper. OHa cujena Ha KpbUiblle, OOXBAaTUB
KoJieHu pykamu. — Ero necHu Oosbiiie HeT.

— 41 3nat0, — orBetun MBan IlerpoBuu. — Ho ero xeptBa He Obl1a HarpacHoi. OH qaj1 Ham
BpeMs. M MBI Micniosib3yeM 3TO BpeMsi 10 KOHIIA.

On nopomeén k Tomy mecry, rae ynan Crpax, U HakaoHwics. Ha 3emite, cpenu ceporo neruia,
JIeXKaJIo TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT €ro cepila: HeOObIION, OIJIaBIEHHbI KyCOUeK APEBECHHbI, BCE €I
TEIUIBIA Ha o1ymb. ViBaH [leTpoBuy GepeskHO MOAHSIT €r0 U TOJIOKUIT B KapMaH.

— ¢ Haiimy croco6 oxuBUTH TeOs1, — mpomenTai oH. — Korna-uubyne. Korga Be€ 310 KOH-
YUTCS.

Hous onyctritace Ha Kposasbie noss. MBan IlerpoBry He 3akuras Orust — OH HE XOTeJ Ipu-
BJIeKaTh BHUMaHUe rpucdoHoB. Ouu ¢ Whisper cuienn B TeMHOTe, B MO/IBaJIe, [P CBETE €IMHCTBEH-
HOW MAacCJISIHOW JIaMITbl, ¥ TOBOpUIM. BeromuHami. O Tom, Kak OHa BIIEpBbIE MpHIILIA Ha (pepmy —
UCIIyTaHHas, rojogHasi, ¢ «MHkBu3unmen» 3a ciuHoi. O ToM, Kak OH BriepBble yBuzen e€ y [Tnauy-
Ier0 UCTOYHMKA U NIofiyMaJl: «BoT emié onuH pocTok, KOTOPBIi Hy:KHO nepecaanTb». O ToM, Kak OHU
BMeECTe MPOMNaJbIBAJIM IPAJKU U UM Yail Ha 3aKare.

— 3Haemb, — ckazana Bapyr Whisper, — s HuMKoraa He Bujena tBoero juua. Ho s 3Hato,
kakoe oHo. Témtoe. Kak 3emi1s1 BECHOM.
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Wgan [NerpoBru npomoruan. OH cMOTpes Ha He€ — Ha 3Ty CIIeNyIo IeBOYKY, KOTopasi crajia
eMy BHYYKOM, — U 9yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Ccepjlilie pa3pbiBacTcsi OT OO U HEKHOCTU OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

— Ecnu MBI BBIKMBEM, — CKa3aJl OH HaKOHell, — sI TIOKaXy TeOe, KaK CakaThb MOJACOTHYXH.
OnHu oBOpaYMBaIOTCs K COMHITY. M OI0T — ThI OBl CIIBIIIATA, KAK OHH TIOIOT.

— 4 ycapiny, — yapiOHyaach oHa. — O0s3aTebHO YCIIBIILY.

Paccser niToro aHs mpuHEC ¢ COOOH JbIM.

ADXOHT, Ka3aJIOCh, PELLIIJI IOKOHYUTB CO BCEM OJHUM ynapoM. Ero ackaapuiibsa — teneps yxe
13 ceMU I'prOHOB — BbIJIETEJIA C BOCTOUHBIX XOJIMOB M IIMPOKUM (PPOHTOM JBUHYJIACH K MEJIbHUILIE.
OHu He TpaTHIM BpeMsi Ha MaHEBPBI, HE MBITAJICh 0OMaHyTh 3auTy. OHU IPOCTO JIETENH, U KaXK bl
HEC B pyKax 10 HeOOoJbIIoMY apTedakTy — OCKoJIKY VICKpbl, BUIMMO, TO3BOJISIBILIEMY UCTIONB30BATh
CasiieHHbin OroHb 6€3 MPSIMOiA CBSI3U ¢ APXOHTOM.

WBan [leTpoBrY CTOST HA KPBUIbIIE MEJILHHIIBI M CMOTpPEJI, KaK OHM MPUOIMKATCs. Psaaom
C HUM, C JIYyKOM B pyKax, crosuia Whisper. OHa He Bujie/a BparoB, HO CTpeJibl B €€ KolmuaHe ObUTH
HaroToBe.

— [NomHuumb Ham mman? — tuxo cripocui Msau [erposuy.
— [lomH10, — OTBeTUIIa OHA. — He BBICOBBIBATHCS, ITOKA ThI HE AAllb CUTHAJL.
— IIpaBusbHo.

[epBblii ynap oOpyIIMIICS Ha POIILY, IIPHK PHIBABIIYIO MEJIBHUILY C BOCTOKA. [lepeBbs, eme Buepa
OBIBIIIME )KUBBIMU, UCUYE3JTH B OJIHO MIHOBEeHHEe. BTopo#l ynap — 1o 3apociisiM KyCTapHUKA Y PEKH.
Tpetuii — Mo rpsAKaM ¢ MOPKOBBIO, KOTOPbIE YYJIOM YIIeJIeJU MOcie MPebIyIIuX aTak. ApXOHT
BBDKHIAJI BCE, YTO MOIJIO CITYKUTh YKPBITHEM, — METOAUYHO, 0€3KaI0CTHO, KaK OyATO KOCHJI TPaBy.

WBan [lerpoBuy xaan. OH 3HaI, YTO y HETO €CTh TOJIBKO OJIMH IIIAHC.

Korzaa rpucons! noaserenn 10cTatouHo O1m3Ko, OH 3ajeicTBoBas «Crnaakyio Bary». Cropsl-
TPAHKBUJIM3ATOPBl — T€ CaMble, YTO KOTJIa-TO BBIBEJIU M3 CTPOS IETYI0 aPMHIO BTOPKEHUS, — TTO/I-
HSUTUCh B BO3/IYX I'YCTBIM, CJIQIKOBATBIM OOJIAKOM M OKYTaJI OJvkariiiero rpucdona. ToT Ha MIHOBe-
HUE 3aMEeIIKaJICs, er0 KPbUlbsl JPOTHYJIM — U B 3TOT MoMeHT Whisper HaTsiHys1a TeTuBy. E€ cTpena,
MyIIEHHAs! C TOUHOCTHIO, KOTOPYIO MOT aTh TOJIBKO HENpo-uHTepdeiic, BOH3WIACH B IV1a3 BCAHUKA.
I'pucpoH, nmoTepsiB ynpasjieHue, HAYaI MaJaTh.

— Ectb! — kpuknyn Kpusoit Hox, HaOmoaaBimmii u3 OKHa MeJTbHHIIBL.
Ho panoctsb Ob1a HeloNroi. ApXOHT, YBUIEB MaJieHHe TOBAPUIIA, B3MAaXHYN pyKoil — u CBsi-
meHHbid OroHb yaapui mo oonaky «Cragkoid Bare», MTHOBEHHO HEMTpaaM30BaB e€ro. 3areM OH

HalpaBWJI JIy4 Ha TO MECTO, OTKY/a rpujierena crpena. Whisper efipa ycriesna OTIpbIrHyTh B CTOPOHY
— KaMEHHOE KpbUIbLIO, HA KOTOPOM OHa TOJIBKO UTO CTOslJIa, IPEBPATUIIOCH B OIJIABJIEHHOE CTEKJIO.
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— B noxasan! — 3aopan Usan IlerpoBuu. — ’Kuso!

Onu 6pOCHITUCH BHYTPb. 32 UX CITUHAMU Pa3/IajiCs IPOXOT — ITO PYXHYJIA YaCTh KPHIIIH, ITO0-
#ok€HHast CesieHHBIM OTHEM. [lepeBsHHBIC OAIKU, CITYyKHBIIUE TIEPEKPHITUSIMU, BCIILIXHYIH, KaK
CIIUYKH, ¥ Yepe3 MUHYTY BECh BEPXHUIA 3T MEJILHUIIBI ObLT OXBAUeH TJIAMEHEM.

B noagasie 6pu10 TeMHO U ay1tHO. MBan [leTpoBud, 3aapixasach, mpuBaiuics Kk crene. Whisper,
MIPYOKABIIMCH K HEMY, MbITaach oTAbImaThesi. Kpusoit Hox, criycTUBIIMIACS 32 HUMU, CTOSLT, CKUMAsT
B pyKax Oecroyie3Hblid MeY.

— Yo Teneps? — crpocuia Whisper.

— Tenepp — xpatb, — otBeTmi1 MBan IlerpoBud. — OHM gymaioT, 4Tto Mbl MepTBHL. [1ycTh
IAyMaIoT.

OH 1ooIIEN K CBUHLIOBOMY SILIMKY U OTKPbUI €r0. 3€JIeHOBAThIN CBET, BHIPBABILUIICS HAPYKY,
OCBETWJI TIOJBAJL.

— Ipunuio Bpems UCIoIb30BaTh 9TO, — CKA3aJl OH.

— To1 yBepen? — cnpocui Kpusoit Hoxk. — 310 *ke. .. OHO ke MOXET YHUUTOKUTh BCE.

— V¥ nac Her BbiOOpa, — otBetm1 MBaH [erpoBru. — Eciu MBIl HE OCTaHOBUM HX ceifuac,
OHM YHUUTOXAT HAaC. A 3TO... — OH [TOCMOTpeJI Ha MyJIbCUPYIONINUI KIIyOeHb, — 3TO MOCJEIHEE, YTO
y Hac OCTaJIoCh.

OH B31J1 KOHTEWHEp ¢ MOAU(ULIMPOBAHHBIM OTPOCTKOM U HAIIPaBUJICS K BBIXOAY U3 MOJBAJIA.

— Cupurte 30ech, — npyKa3al oH. — Eciu g He BepHYCh Yepe3 4ac — yXOUTE Yepe3 3arlacHON
xof. OH BeZIET K peke. Tam Bbl CMOXETE CKPBITHCS.

— 41 ¢ To6oit, — ckazana Whisper u I1araysia Brepen.

— Her, — tBEpno npousnéc Mpan IlerpoBuu. — Thl ocTaHembes 3/eCh. DTO MpUKa3. Thl
oberana.

Whisper ocranoBuiack. E€ u1io ucka3uioch, HO OHa He cTajia CliopuTh. TOMBKO TUXO CKa3aa:
— BosBparaiics.
— O0g3aresIbHO, — OTBETHJI OH.

W BoIIIen B Orodb.

Ha noBepxHocTu TBOpMIIcs aja. MesbHUIIA roperia, € BepXHUe ITaKU OOPYIIMINCD, U HaJl pyu-
HAMU TIOTHUMAJICS CTOJI0 4€pHOro apiMa. [1onst BOKpyr ObLIM MpeBpallieHbl B OIUIABJICHHOE CTEKJIO,
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Y TOJIbKO KOe-TJie ellE AbIMUIIMCh OCTaTKU caja. I'prudoHbl Kpy KUK Hall MOKAPUILEM, BBICMATpUBAasi
YLIEJIEBILINX.

Wran [leTpoBuy, mpurudasice, 1o0ekal 0 TOro MecTa, Iie paHbliie CTOsT Bpoisianii KopeHs.
Kopenb, u3paHeHHBII 1 OTyMEPTBBIN, elI€ 1eBeuics. VIBaH Nonoku pyKy Ha €ro CTBOJ U IOcJIall
yepes «I1Iénot ¢opel» MocaeqHUi TPUKa3.

«[Ipoctu Mens, crapsiil gpyr. Ho Tl Hy:KeH MHe eIg pas».

Kopenb, c0BHO NOHSB €ro, MeUIEHHO, C YCUJIMEM, Havyall 3apbiBaTbCsl B 3emilo. Tyna, rie
Ha ITyOMHE HECKOJIbKMX METPOB IMPOXOAMIIA APEHAXHAsl KaHaBa, BeAyinas K peke. Mean IletpoBuy
CJIEIOBAJI 32 HUM, U Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHM OKa3aJIMCh Y CaMOM BOJBI.

3neck, Ha Oepery, ero yxe x/J1aj JaBHUIN COI03HUK — PEYHOH WJI, HaChIIIIeHHbIN criopamu Cie-
Tsamerocst murienus. MiBan IleTpoBud gocTasn u3 Menika KOHTeHep ¢ MOAM(UIIMPOBAHHBIM KJIyOHEM
«['arnoro Kaprodensi», copBast mevats 1 Opocuit KIIyOeHb B HJI.

— Pactn, — ckazan od. — PacTti u kau.

KiyGens, monas B nmuTatesbHyIO Cpey, Hauall IMy/IbCUpoBaTh ObicTpee. Ero oTpocTku 3apbiBa-
JICh B WJI, BIUTHIBAs] OPTaHUKY, MUHEPAJIbl U CIIOPbI. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha [TIOBEPXHOCTU PEKU
MOSIBUJIMCH TIEPBbIE, €/1BAa 3aMETHBIE 3€JICHOBATHIE ITy3bIPU.

WBan IlerpoBud BHIIPSAMUICSA U MOCMOTpen Ha HeOo. I'pudoHbl, 3aKOHUMB OONET, BO3Bpa-
AIUCh K XOJIMaM. APXOHT, BUAUMO, pelIWs, 4To JIej0 caejaHo. MenbHuia paspyiueHa. [loss
BBIKKEHBI. Bpar rnoBepkeH.

«Hwnuero, — nogyman Mean [lerpoBruy. — Bbl elIE He 3HaeTe, YTO s MPUTOTOBUII AJIs1 BaC».

OH pasBepHyJIcs U 3alaran oOpaTHO K pyHHaM.
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— — Yacrs 5. Ilocaeaunii pyoe:x

Beuep nisitoro nust MiBan [NetpoBuy Berpernit Ha nienenmiie. OH cuzen Ha 00JIOMKe 0OpyIleH-
HOH CTeHbl, KOTOpasi KOrga-To OblIa 4acThi0 MEJILHUIIBL, U cMOTpes1 Ha 3akaT. CosHIle caauioch 3a
XOJIMBI, OKpaImBas HeOO B OarpsiHble ToHA. Te ke ToHa, uTo M Bceraa. Ho tereph 3TOT GarpsiHert
Ka3aJics He CMMBOJIOM HA/IeXK[bl, @ IBETOM IIPOJIUTON KPOBH.

Psnom ¢ Hum, 3aKkyTaBIIKMCh B cTapblid Iu1ai, cujena Whisper. OHa gepxaia B pyKax JIyK — TOT
CaMBlii, U3 KOTOPOro cTpesisia 1o rpudoHam, — 1 monvaia. Kpusoit Hox, BeIOpaBLIMch U3 nojsaa,
Oponu 1o pyrHaMm, coonpas yuesesiive Bety. Ero guio Obuio YEpHbIM OT KOMOTH, a PyKU JpOXkain

— TO JIK OT XOJIO44, TO JIKX OT IIEPEKUTOrO yiKaca.

— MBI noTepsIv OYTH BCE, — TUXO CKasza OH, noaxons K Meany IlerpoBuuy. — MespHuna
paspyiueHa. [lons Beokxkensl. Ctpax MEPTB. UTO y HaC ocTanoch?

— V¥ Hac ocranmchk Mbl, — otBeTi)1 MBaH IlerpoBuu. — U ewg koe-yuro.
OH pacckazan uM 0 ToM, 4To ciesal Ha peke. O oM, kak nocaaui «I'Hunon Kaprogens» B
W1, CMEIIaHHbIM co cnopaMu. O TOM, 4TO Tenepb peka, MUTaNIas BCIO OKPYTY, CTAHET MEJIEHHOU

6omO0i — ecnv oH, MBaH [leTpoBud, pemmT e€ ak THBUPOBATb.

— Ho 310 %€ yObeT He ToNbKOo «ScTpedoB», — mportentan Kpusoii Hok. — 1o yObET Beex.
Bceex, k10 nBET 3Ty BOAy. Beex, KTO KUBET BHU3 110 TEYECHHUIO.

— [Ha, — crnokoitro oreetun Mpan [lerpoBuy. — Ilostomy 51 He Oyqy akTHBHPOBAaThH €rO.
[Moka we O6ymy. Ho eciim ApXOHT CHOBa HamajET, €cy OH MOMBITAETCs JOOUTh HAC... TOTJa Y MEHs
HE OCTaHeTCs BbIOOpa.

— 3r0 6e3ymue, — ckazan Kpusoit Hox.

— 910 BoHA, — orBeTU MBan [leTpoBuy.

Onu cupenm Momya, IS Ha 3aKar. I'ie-1o Braneke, Ha BOCTOUHBIX XOJIMAaX, TOPEIN KOCTPBI
«Scrpedo». VX Ob10 MHOTO — OOJbIIEe, YeM Buepa. Buarmo, K ApXOHTY IOAXOAMIIN TTOJIKpeTLie-
Husi. M Te, KTo paHblie Koedascs, Tenepb, YBUAEB €ro MOIIlb, PEIIIA MPHUCOSIUHUTLCS K Mooe-
JUTEITIO.

— UYro Oynem nenath naneine? — crpocuia Whisper.

Wean IlerpoBuu nonro momyasn. ITorom BeTan, OTpSXHYI NETEN C ONEKAbl U CKa3all:

— Bynem xwuth. Bynem pabotatb. Y Hac ecTb ceMeHa. Y Hac eCTb 3HaHUS. Y Hac eCTb IPOThI
Ha CeBepe, I1e MOKHO YKPBIThCSA. Mbl IOTEPSJIM IOM — HO He NoTepsiii ce0s1. Mbl HauHEM CHavaa.

Kaxk naunnamm YK€ MHOTI'O pas.

— A kak xe ApxoHT? — cnpocun Kpusoit Hox.
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— ApxoHt? — HBan [lerpoBuy ycMexHyscsi — BIIEPBbIE 32 HECKOJIBKO JHEH. — APXOHT
aymaet, yro nodequi. [lycts gymaer. [Tycts npasnayert. I1ycTb CTPOUT CBOM TUIaHBL. A MBI TOKA. . .
MBI [IOKA CIEJIAEM TO, YTO YMEEM JIydllle BCETO.

— Y10 umeHHO?

— Bynewm xpnarh, — oTBeTHI OH. — JK/1aTh, KOTJIa OH JAOMYCTHUT OIMUOKY. A OH €€ JOIYCTHT.
Bce, KTO cmImkoM yBepeH B cBoel modefie, paHo WJIH MO3IHO JOMycKaloT omuoky. M Toraa. ..

On He 3akoHumI. Ho B ero mazax, oTpaxaBIIuX OarpsHbIA 3aKat, Topes TOT CaMblii OTOHEK,
KoTopbiii Whisper «Bujiena» J1axe CKBO3b CBOIO clienoTy. OrOHEK XOJIOIHOU, pacuETIMBOM, HETIOKO-
nedumoi permmmocT. OTOHEK YesloBeKa, KOTOPBIH MOTEPsT BCE, HO HE CIAJICS.

OHu cobpasy ocTaTKM Bellel ¥ JBUHYJINCH Ha ceBep. Tyaa, rie B Xonmax, Mojl 3aluTol MUHe-
PabHBIX TOPOM, MX KAIN yieseBmue wieHbl «Konxo3za». Tyaa, rae B MoA3eMHbIX IPOTax, OCBE-
HléHHbIX CBETAIIMMCA MXOM, UM IIPEACTOATIO HAYaTb HOBYIO )KU3Hb. Ty;:La, 1€ B CBUHIIOBOM AIIIUKE,
Cpe/yv IIIMHSHBIX TOPIIKOB M KAMEHHBIX IUTUT, ITyJIbCUPOBAJ 3€JEHBIN OTOHEK — TOCIIEIHUI, CaMblii
CTpALIHbIA KO3bIPb CTAPOTO arpOHOMA.

3a uX CIMHAMM, Ha pyMHaX MEJbHUIIBI, JOropaly MociefHue yriu. Berep, npuiereBumii ¢
BOCTOKA, IOTHUMAJT B BO3JLyX CEpbIi ernen u Hec ero Haj Kposaebivu nonsivu. Tem caMbIM reriom,
KOTOPBIY eIl€ HeJJABHO ObLT )KUBBIMH PACTEHUSIMU, KUBBIMH CYIIIECTBAMH, KHUBOU Ha/iex10i. Terneph
9TO ObLIA TPOCTO TIHLTb.

Ho WBan [NerpoBud 3HAT: TIene — 3TO He KOHell. D10 Hadayio. Camoe Jrydriiee yioOpeHne —
310 nenest. Ha nerie BeIpacTaioT caMble CUJIbHBIE, CAMBIE KUBYUYHE PACTEHMA. Te, YTO MPOLLUIA Yepes

OI'OHb M HE CJIOMAJIUCh. Te, YTO 3HAIOT HEHY JKHU3HU, ITIOTOMY YTO CMOTPEJIA B JIMLIO CMEPTH.

— Mpl emg BepHEMCS, — CKa3ajl OH, OCTAHABJIMBASICh HA BEPIIMHE XOJIMA U OIJISIAbIBASICh HA
TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT ero hepMbl. — MbI 0053aTEIBHO BEpHEMCH.

N B 3TOT MOMEHT eMy MOKa3aJloch — WJIM OH JIEHCTBUTENILHO YBUJEN? — YTO HA BBIKKEH-
HOW 3eMJIe, TaM, I7ie KOTjia-To cTosi1 JleHapoua-cTpak, MpoOUBaeTCsl KPOIIeUHbIH, OJ1eqHO-3e/IEHbIN

POCTOK. POCTOK, KOTOprfI TAHYJICA K 3aKaTHOMY COJIHIY BCEMU CBOMMU JIMCTOYKAMMU.

— Cmotpu, — mpormienrtaina Whisper, KoTopasi To:xke ouyBCTBOBaIa 3T10. — JKu3Hb. KuzHb
BO3BpaIlaeTCsl.

Wean [NeTpoBud 100 cMOTpe Ha 3TOT pocTOK. [ToToM pa3BepHyIics u 3aiarai qaibiie. Brie-
penu ObUIa HOUb. XOJoaHbIe X0MMBbl. [TonzeMHble rpoThl. Hen3BecTHOCTS.

Ho B ero cepyiie, HECMOTPSI HU Ha YTO, TOPEJI CBeT.

Kounerr riaBbl.
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I'1aBa 2. AroHusi 3eJIieH:
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Yactb 1. TImeTHOCTD 3aIIUTHI

WBan IlerpoBuu He cniaji TpeTbU CYTKHU. BupTyanbHoe Teno, KOHeYHO, MOIJIO OOXOIUTHCS O3
CHA 3HAYMTENIBHO JIONbIIe, YeM peajlbHoe — CIachOo0 MMM HACTPOMKaM Helipo-uHTepdeiica,
KOTOpBIE pa3pabOTUMKK KOTJa-TO BBEJU AJISl CAMBIX YBJICYEHHBIX UTPOKOB, — HO TMICUXHUKA, HEPBHI,
BOJIS1 UCTOIIAJIMCh HE3aBUCUMO OT MeXaHUK. OH 4yBCcTBOBaJ cedsl Tak, CJIOBHO €r0 MPOITYCTHIIN Yepe3
’kepHoBa. Kaxgas MbIIIIa HpUIa, XOTS MBILIL B BUPTYaJIbHOCTH HE CyllecTBoBaso. Kaxplii cycras
CKPMIIEJT, XOTSI IEPCOHAX HE CTpaga apTpuToM. D10 ObUIa 60JIb APYroro poaa — (paHToOMHasl, TIIy-
OWHHAas, Ta, YTO FHE3JUTCS HE B TeJIe, a IJIe-TO B IPOMEXKYTKE MEX/y COZHAHUEM U ero 11u(poBbIM
OTPAXXEHUEM.

On CUZCI B IIOABAJIC, IIPAU CBETE CHHHCTBCHHOfI MacCJIsSTHON JIaMIIbl, 1 CMOTPECJI Ha PA3JIOKCH-
HBIC TIEpel HUM TJIMHAHDLIC TaOMMuky. VX ObIJIO MHOIO — neiaasda OMOIMOTEKA ETO ArpOHOMHNYECKUX
H3LICKaHHfI, HaKOIIJIEHHAaA 3a MECALIbI BOIHEI. <<M0pO3OCTOfIKOCTLI PE3YJIbTAThl CKPECILINMBAHUA O3U-
MOM IMIICHUIBI C TCHOM IOJIAPHOI'O MXa». <<CBCTHI.I.IPIﬁCH MHHCHHﬁZ [IOAAaBJICHNE Marm4€CKOro (bOHa».
«ThIKBa-MMHA: CEJIGKTUBHOCTbD I10 FHHB,I[CfICKOfI aype». «OrHeHHas JIMXOpaZKa: akTUBalus CIiop I1npu
KOHTAaKTe C MAarM4ECKUM IUIAMEHEM» . PaHbIIE 3TH TaOIMUKU MMPUHOCUJIN EMY YBEPCHHOCTD. Tenepb
OHH BBITTIAOCIN KaK HaIIFpO6HLIC IIJINTBI. Ha)ll"p06HbIe IIJINTBI €TI0 3HaHHi/JI, €ro OIIbITa, €10 CTpaTeFHfI,
KOTOPBIC OKA3AJIUCH Oecnose3Hb MMpOTUB TOI'O, YTO MPUHEC C cobon ApXOHT.

OH B3s11 OHY U3 TaOJIMYEeK — Ty, 4TO Obl1a MCIIMCaHa HpOH.U'IOfI HOYbI0, — U IIEpEUNTAIT c00-
CTBCHHBIC BBIBO/IBI. BYKBBI, BBIBCICHHBIC TBIKBEHHBIM CEMCYKOM, IIPbII'aJI1 B HEPOBHOM CBETE JIAMIIbI.

«CaseHHbId Oross. IIpeanonoxuTensHo — MeTa-CyIHOCTb, He MOAYMHSIOIAACS 3aKOHAM
CTaHAapTHON WrpoBoil Maruu. MrHopupyer pesuctol. He nmeer temrieparypsl B OOBIYHOM TMOHH-
MaHuU. BozzaeiicTByeT Ha caMy KOHLEIIMIO OPraHMYEeCcKOi skM3HU. MeTajuibl UHEPTHBI. MuHepaJibl
uHepTHBI. Boga nHepTHa, HO UcTiapsieTcs Y KOHTAKTe. BBIBO/: 3aIIMTHBIN SKpaH U3 METaJUIMYECKOM
NIBUTA MM BOJISTHOM 3aBEChl TEOPETUUECKM BO3MOXKEH, HO MPAKTUUECKH Hepealn3yeM B MaciTabax
depmbl. Bpems, HeoOxomumMoe AJ1s1 CO3aHUsT TAKOTO SKPaHa, MPEBBIIIAET BPeMsl, OCTaBIIeecs 10
TIOJTHOTO YHUUTOKEHHUSI OOOPOHBI».

OH oTIOXMI TaOJMMUKY M MOTEep BUCKM. [J1a3a crmmanmch, HO craTh ObUIO HEJb3sl. APXOHT He
cnail. Ero rpucdonsl He cnamu. «CesimeHHbI Oronp» He cnajl. M moka Tam, Ha BOCTOYHBIX XOJIMaX,
ropeJiy KOCTpbl Bpaskeckoro Jiarepsi, ViBan [lerpoBud gosmkeH Obl1 tyMatsb. JloyokeH Oblt uckats. Jos-
KeH ObLIT HAlTH XOTh YTO-TO — XOTh MAJISHIIIYIO 3aIIeTKY, XOTh KPOILEYHYIO TPEIIMHY B OpOHE 3TOTO
MPOKJIATOrO apredakTa.

OH cHoBa yrimyowsics B 3anmcu. [lepeuntan Bee, 4To 3HaN 0 pe3ucrax. O MarmyecKux MIKO-
nax. O CTUXUiHBIX B3auMOAeNCTBUAX. O TOM, KaK ero COOCTBEHHbIE PACTeHHUs aJJallTUPOBAIUCh K
yrpo3aM. OJjHa JieTaib 3alenuia ero BHUMaHue: BO BpeMsl BUEpalllHel aTaku, Koraa ApXOHT BbUKH-
raj 10KHOe ToJie, 3apakeHHoe ocTaToyHoW paauanueit «I'Hutoro Kaprodens», npousonuia peak-
1us. CesieHHbll OroHb M HEKPOTUYECKask SHEPrusi KapTodesist CTOJKHYJINCh, U 3TO CTOJKHOBEHUE
BBI3BAJIO BHIOPOC — MOIIIHBIIA, HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMBIiA, HO BCE e BHIOPOC. DTO 03HAYAJIO, YTO [IBE CHIIBI
OBUTH TTPUMEPHO OHOTO nopsiaka. Eciu 6b1 IBaH Mor HanpaBUTh MX APYT MPOTUB JpyTa. ..

OH 060pBaJI MBICITB. []7151 3TOr0 HYKHO OBLIIO, YTOOBI APXOHT ITOZICTABUIICS TTOA yIap. A ApXOHT,
Hay4YeHHBIIl TOPbKUM ONBITOM, OOJIbIIIe He MoAcTaBisics. OH iepXkaJics Ha BBICOTE, Ha O€30IacCHOM
PACCTOSIHUM, W BBUKMrajl (pepMy METOAMYHO, KBAaJIpaT 3a KBAApaTOM, Kak TPaKTOPHCT Ha MaxoTe.
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OH He BcTynasi B MpsiMoit KOHTakT. He maBain manca 1y1st KoHTpataku. OH ObUT XMPYProm, KOTOPbIN
OIepupyeT MalUeHTa, Aaxe He IPUKACasACh K HEMY.

WBan IleTpoBrd B3JOXHY/ M OTKHHYJICS HA CIMHKY cTyna. B moasase 6puto aymHo. Kommoct-
HBII YaH, 0OBIYHO MEPHO OYJIbKABIINI B YTy, CETOMHS MOyasl — VIBaH OTKJTIOUMII €10, YTOOBI CIKO-
HOMUTBb pecypcebl. «I1I€not ¢oper», ero BepHblii BHYTPEHHUI T0JI0C, 3BY4asl PUITYIIEHHO, CJIOBHO
yepe3 TOJILy Bojabl. PacTeHust, ¢ KOTOpsIME OH ObLI CBsi3aH, ciabenu. VX ronoca 3aMoNKamd OnuH
3a JIpyTMM, U Ha UX MECTe OCTaBajlach IIyCTOTa — XOJIO[HAsl, 3BEHsIasl, KaK HATSAHyTas CTpPyHa
niepesi pa3pelBoM. VIBaH uyBCTBOBAJ 9Ty MyCTOTY NMOUTH (pusndecku. OHa AaBuia Ha Ipy/b, Melaia
IBIIIATh, 3aCTaBIsUIA CepIle OMThCS Yarie. DTo ObUIO MOX0KE HA MEIEHHOE YMHUpAHUE YacTh ero
CaMOTro — KakK ecJIv Obl eMy TI0 OUYepe/i OTpe3aiv aJTbiibl. Vimn kak eciu Obl OH Tepsit Aeteir. OaHOro
3a JPYTUM.

OH BCHOMHMJI, KaK KOTAA-TO JABHO, B PeajibHOM KM3HU, XOPOHMI cBoero rica. Ctaporo, Bep-
HOT'O IBOPHSATY M0 KJW4YKe Tpe3op, KOTOPBIM MPOXKUII C HUM MATHAAUATh JIET U YMEpP THUXO, BO CHE,
Ha CBOEW MOJCTWIIKE y Neuku. VIBaH Torja He rjakajg — MY KUYUHbI He [U1a4yT, TaK €ro y4uiu, — HO
YyBCTBOBaJ Ty ke MmycToTy. To e omiyieHue Henonpasumon norepu. U ceituac, cunas B noasanie
BUPTYaJIbHON MEJIbHUIIBI TIEPe/l TPYIOW ITIMHSHBIX TaOJlMYeK, OH YyBCTBOBAJI TO ke camoe. ToJbKo
yMHOkeHHoe. [ToMHO)XeHHOe Ha JeCATKU M COTHU JKU3HEH, KOTOpbIe ObUIM YacThIO €r0 SKOCHCTEMBI.
Ero cembn.

B nBepp THxo nocryyanu. ViBan noassu ronoy u yeuzaen Whisper. OHa crosiia Ha nopore,
3aKyTaHHas B CTapbIi IJIAIIL, U €€ JIMIO, OOBIYHO CIIOKOWHOE M OTCTPaHEHHOE, cefiuac ObUIO Harpsi-
sxeHHbIM. [Tof ra3amu 3aeru TeHu — oHa Toxke He crniaia. Ee Heifipo-untepdeiic, kak u «llIeénor
drope» MBana, pukcupoBas 601b pacTeHuid, 1 3Ta 00Jb NiepeaBaach ei, mpeodpasysch B 3ByKH.
B nucconanc. B kakogoHwMIo.

— OHu cHoBa 371ech, — cKazana oHa Tuxo. — ¢ cipiy ux. C ora. M ¢ 3anaga. ApXoHT
pas3menui OTpsii.

WBan [leTpoBud OTIOXKWUI TaOIMUKY M MOAHSIICA. Teo 0TO3BaIOCh INTyXOH, HOIIIEH OOJbo,
HO OH 3aCTaBWJI Ce0s1 BHIITPSIMUTHCS.

— CKoipKo?

— ITarb rpudonoB. Tpu Ha 1ore, 1Ba Ha 3anaje. ApXOHT ¢ HUMU. §] y3Haio ero «mecHio». OHa
crasia rpomyue. 1 xonmogxee.

WBan [leTrpoBuu KMBHYNI M HanpaBwics K Bbixony. HaBepxy, Ha Kpbliblie, ux xnaan Kpusoi
Hox. ITapens Obu1 O71€/1€H, HO Jeprkajics — 3a MeCsIIbl, TPOBeJeHHbIE Ha (hepMe, OH U3 HECKJIAJHOTO,
BEYHO IOJIOTHOTO 3aMOPBIIIIA TPEBPATUIICS B IOHOIITY C KpETKMMU HepBaMU U TBepon pykou. Ceituac
OH CKMMaJI B pyKax Me4 — TOT CaMbli JIETeHJapHbII KJIMHOK, KOTOPBII KOIZa-ToO OTAA eMy DiiHap,
— W CMOTpeJ Ha Topu3oHT. Ha 10’)kHOM Kpato HeOa, HaJ OCTaTKaMu caia, KPYKWIN TPU TEeMHBbIE
touku. Ha 3anane, Haj pekoi, — elle JiBe.

— CeroaHsi OH X0YeT 3aKOHYMTh, — cKaszai Kpusoii Hox, He obopaunBasicb. — CMoTpuTe:
OH OBET C IByX CTOPOH. XOUeT 3aKaTh HAC B KJIEIIH, YTOOBI HEKyJa ObLIIO OeKaTh.
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— OH He 3HaeT, Kyaa Mbl MOXeM Oesxatb, — Bo3pasui Mean [erpoBuu. — U 310 Hae equH-
CTBEHHOE IPEUMYILECTBO.

OH nipukpsu m1a3za u norpysuics B «Ienot dope». KapTuHa, OTKphIBIIAsics €ro BHyTPeH-
HEeMy B30py, OblIa HeyTEIIUTeIbHOW. PacTeHns Ha 10)KHOM M 3araHOM MeprMeTpax ObUIA YHUUTO-
JKEHBI TTOYTH MOJHOCTHI0. Te HeMHOTHUe, UTo elle Yleead, HaXOAWINCh B arOHUU — UX ayphl MMYyJTb-
CHpOBAJIM CJIaOBIM, TIPEPHIBUCTHIM CBETOM, KaK TUIaMsl CBEYM Ha BeTpy. KOpHM-ymaBKH, KOTOpbIC
WBaH nibiTasics UCrosb30BaTh [Is1 KOHTpaTaku, Obu MepTBbL. KycThi-ITneBaku, eie Buepa CTosIBIIINe
BJIOJTb 3aMaJIHOM CTEHbI, MCUE3IM — Ha UX MeCTe 3UsUIM OIUIaBJIeHHbIe MporuieuHbl. Jaxe bpons-
YU KOPEHb, €r0 CaMbIil CTAPbI U BEPHBIN XUIITHUK, TOT CAMBbIH, YTO MEPEKMIT NIEPBYIO Ocaxy «cT-
pedoB» 1 HANET «HKBU3UINK», TIOTyYII CEphe3HbIe MOBPEKICHUS U TeIePb MEIJICHHO, C TPYIOM
OTHOJBAJT K PeKe, OCTABJISAS 32 COOOM CIIM3UCTHIN CIIE].

WBan IleTpoBruY OTKPBUI IJ1a3a ¥ MMOCMOTPEIT Ha BOCTOK. Tam, Ha XoiIMax, ropesii KOCTphl Bpa-
JKECKOTO Jiarepsi. ApXOHT, Cy/sl IO BceMy, Aaxe He COMHeBacs B nodene. Hactonbko, 4To ocTaBu
Jarepb MpakTudecku 0e3 oxpaHbl. Vmm, MoxkeT ObITh, HAOOOPOT: OH 3HAN, YTO Y MBaHa He ocTanoch
CUJT JJTs1 KOHTPATaKH, U HEe CUMTAI HY>KHBIM TPSATATHCA.

— JlagHo, — ckazan MBau IletpoBud, 1 €ro rojoc, poTuB OOBIKHOBEHUS, IIPO3BYYa TIIYXO,
0e3 MPUBBIYHON BOPWIMBOHN YBEPEHHOCTH. — Pa3 OHM XOTST 3aKOHYUTh — ITyCTh 3aKaHuKnBaioT. Ho
MBI IM 3Ty paboTy oOJierdarsb He OyIeM.

On nosepnysics k Kpuomy Hoxy.

— beru k Ditnapy. Ckaxu: miad «CeBep» BCTyMaeT B CUIy HemeJieHHO. Bce, KTo erie B
narepe, yxonar. Yepes jec, k rpotam. Ceituac xe. Ilpumacel Opath TOJBKO camoe HeOOXOTUMOeE.
OcrasibHOE OPOCUTD.

— A 11?7 — cnpocun Kpusoit Hox.

— 4 ocranyce 310ech, — oreerui MBaH [letpoBud. — MHe HyKHO BBIMTPATh BPEMSI.

— Ho...

— DTO NpUKa3s.

Kpusoit Hox xoTes1 Bo3pa3uTh, HO YTO-TO B IJIa3ax CTapuKa 3aCTaBWJIO €ro mpomomnyarb. OH
pasBepHyJIcA U rodexa K arepro. Ero ¢urypa O6scTpo cKkpbliach 3a OCTaTKaMU KOJTIOYEN N3rOpPO/IH.

NBan IetpoBud rpoBoanI ero B3MIsIOM U roBepHysics K Whisper.

— To1 Toxe yxomuuib. C Humu. Bynems ux rmazamu. Ecnu rpucdonbl npuOMmM3saTes — Thi
[OYYBCTBYEIIb UX PaHbILE BCEX.

— 4 ne yitny, — tixo ckazana Whisper. — 4 yxe ropopuia tede. A ocraock ¢ To60i. [o
KOHIIA.

— Whisper...

29



1O. Npasznos. «®Pepmep cumynsrop: Kara ckopou»

— Tbl He MOXelIb MEeHsI 3aCTaBUTh, — TepeOria OHA, U B €€ ToJI0ce MPOo3Byvasia Ta ke yrpsi-
Masi, Hecrubaemasi Hota, KOTopyo MBaH CIbIIai B rojioce CBOe MOKOWHOM JKeHBI, KOTJIa Ta CIIoprJIa
C HUM O TOM, HYKHO JI 3aceBaTh JajibHee mone. — $1 He TBoit conpaar. $1 TBost BHyuKa. Thl cam Tak
CKazasl. A BHyYKH He OpOCaloT Jie/TyIieK.

Wean [erpoBuu moiro cMotpeln Ha Hee. Ha 310 OGnieHOE, OCYHYBIIIeECs JIMIO C HE3PTIUMU
razamu. Ha 3ToT crapblii 1uiai, KOTopblid ObUT eif BenuK. Ha ee TOHKME pyku, KOTOpble, OTHAKO,
yMeJIU JepKaTh JIyK W TIOCHUIaTh CTPEJbl TOUYHO B 1iefb. M uTo-TO B ero ayiie, 4to ObUIO CKAaTo U
HAIpsKEHO TOCTIeIHME HECKOJIbKO JHEH, BAPYr HEMHOro pacciabwinock. He ot oOneruenust — ot
OnaropapHocTy. OT OCO3HaHMS, YTO OH He OfuH. YTO Jaxke cefiuac, Ha Kpaio ruOesu, psiioM ¢ HUM
€CTb KTO-TO, KTO BEPUT B HETO.

— Xoporo, — cka3zaj oH. — Ho ecnu s npukaxy yiT — Tol yilnems. be3 Bo3pakeHuil.
HoroBopuiuch?

— JloroBOpMIIMCh, — OTBETHJIA OHA.
— Torma — 3a MHOM.

OHM CIYCTUIJINCH C KPBUTBIIA ¥ OBICTPHIM I1arOM HATIPABWIIMCh K TOMY MECTY, TJIe PaHbIIe CTO-
suta Crena I[1notu, a Teneps 3usiia oniaejaeHHas npopexa. MiBan [lerposud e, onupasch Ha TAIKY
— CBOI0 HEU3MEHHYIO CIIyTHUILY, CBOIO €IMHCTBEHHYIO 3allUTYy, CBOE OPYXkHE, KOTOPOE HE MOIJIO
HaHecTH ypoH. OH 3HaJ1, 4To Tsnka 6ecnionie3Ha npotuB «CesimenHoro Orusi». Ho oH He Mor ocTa-
BUTH ee. Tak ke, Kak He MOI' OCTaBUTb MeJIbHUILY. Tak ke, Kak He MOI' OCTABUTD 3Ty 3€MIIIO.

OHu mouTH AONUIM 0 mpopexu, koraa Whisper BAPYr OCTaHOBWIACh W PE3KO MOBEPHYJIA
TOJIOBY K IOTY.

— OHu HavaM, — cKaszajga oHa. — 1 cipiiry. T0... 3TO He Tak, Kak BYepa. CerogHs OHU
aTtakywoT no-apyromy. He criiommsoi sivnueit. TouedHo.

WBan Ilerposuu 3amep u npuciymaics K «Iénory ¢proper». Y To, 4T0 OH ycibliia, 3acTaBUIo
€ro MOXOJIOIETb.

ApXOHT N3MCHUJI TAKTHUKY.

Ecnu Buepa u mozaBuepa OH BBIKHIaJl MOJIs CIUIOIIHBIMU KBaJpaTaMy, Kak Maxapb Ha Tpak-
TOpE, TO CErO/IHsI OH JIeHCTBOBAI MHaYe. Ero rpudoHbl 3aX0AnIn Ha LIeJ TOYeYHO, HAHOCSI KOPOTKHE,
XHPYPruuecKy TOUHBIE YAApPHI 0 y3iaM, KoTopsie «I1Iénot propsl» UASHTU(MUIIMPOBA KaK KITI0Ue-
BbIE€ JIEMEHTBI 0OOPOHBL. Yap — 1 3aMoJIKas ofuH u3 octaBmmxcs Kycroe-ITnesak. Eme ynap — u
oOpBIBAJIACH CBSA3b C KOPHEM-Y/IABKOM, 3aTauBIIMMCS Y peku. Ene ynap — u ncuesan CBeTsimuiics
MHUIIEINI, KOTOpbI VIBaH UCTIONB30BaJ ISl MACKUPOBKH. APXOHT OMJI HE TIO TUIOMIAAsIM — OH OWJI
o HepBaMm. OH BbIpe3dJ1 OCTaTKU 0OOPOHBI C TOYHOCTHIO HEUPOXUPYPra, YIISIOIIETO OIyXO0JTb.

— OH Buautr Moo cetb, — mnpoientan WMBan IlerpoBuu. — OH kak-To BUgUT «IEnot
dnopbr». OtcnexuBaer curHaibl. [I03TOMy OH 3HaeT, Kyia OUTh.

— Ortkyna? — cnpocwia Whisper. — Kak oH MokeT BUAETh TO, YTO BUIHUIIIb Thi?
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Usan IlerpoBuu He orBeTri. OH yke JorajasiBajics, B yem jeno. [locie BuepariHeid ataku,
Koraa ApXOHT YHUYTOXWI 30J10TyI0 Tenuity, «[Ienot duops» Ha 3TOM yuyacTKe mpepBajics, Kak
niepepe3anHblil HepB. Ho mpesxie yeM npepBaThCsi, OH MOCIAT MOIIHBI MUMITYJIbC — KPHUK OOJH,
KOTOPbI HEM30€KHO JOJKEH ObUT OTPa3UThes B apupe. ApXOHT, co cBoelt «Vckpoii CBSIIIEHHOTO
OrHs», MOT' YJIOBUTb 3TOT UMITYJIbC. MOT OTCJIEUTD €ro JO UCTOYHUKA. MOT COCTaBUTh KapTy BCE
KOpHeBOU ceTu. M Tenepb, BOOPYKEHHBIN 3TOM KapTOW, OH IVIAHOMEPHO YHUUTOXAJI €€ Y3€J1 32 Y3JIOM.

— Hapno yxonutb, — ckazan MBan [lerpoBny. — Ceitvac xe. 31ech Mbl HUYETO HE CIIENIAEM.

OnHu NoBepHY/IM OOPaTHO K MeJIbHUIIE, HO He YCIIeNIM C/Ie/iaTh ¥ HeCKOJIBKMX IT1aroB, Kak Hay
TOJIOBOM pa3jaiicsl MPOH3UTEIbHBIN KpUK. ['prupoH — OOMH U3 TeX, YTO aTaKOBaIM C 3anajaa, —
cliesia)l BUpaX U CIIUKUPOBAJ IpsiMO Ha HuX. VBaH [leTpoBuy ycrien 3aMeTUTh BCAJHUKA: MOJIOION
napeHb, TIOYTH MaJIBUMIIKA, B JOCTIEXaX, SBHO BEJIMKOBATBIX €MY, C OCKOIKOM «VICKpbl» B TIOMHSATON
pyke. Ero nuiio, eie HeJaBHO, BepOSATHO, ObIBIIICE BecesIbiM 1 0e33a00THBIM, ceidyac ObLIO MepeKo-
IIIEHO CMEChIO cTpaxa U pemmmMocTi. OH O0sJICSI — HO BBITIOHSUT TIPUKA3.

— Jloxuce! — xpuknyn MBan [lerpoBuy, najast Ha 3eMITIO U yBJieKast 3a cooort Whisper.

Jlyu «CasitienHoro OrHsi» yaapui B TO MECTO, I71€ OHU TOJIBKO UTO CTOSUTU. 3eMJIsl BCITyUnIach
Y MTHOBEHHO OCTEKJIEHEJa, MPEeBPaTUBIIUCH B YepHOe, OrecTsiiee 3epkayio. OT jkapa — WM TOTO,
YTO 3aMEHSUJIO Kap B 3TOM HEECTECTBEHHOM cTUXUM, — y VBaHa nepexBaruiio apixanve. OH nouyB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK KOXa Ha JIMIE HAaTAHYJIACb U Ha4aJla Ie€4b, XOTA JIy4 ITPOLIC] B HECKOJIbKUX METpaXx OT
HETo.

I'pudpoH, cnenas kpyr, cHOBa IowIea Ha 3axoi. BcasHuK, BUAMMO, eI, 4TO OJHOIO yaapa
HE/I0CTaTOYHO, U Terepbh TOTOBUWJICS HAHECTH BTOPON — Ha 3TOT Pa3 MPULIETbHBIN.

Ho Whisper okazasnace ObicTpee.

Ona BCKOYMJIa HA HOTHY, HATSIHYJIA TETUBY U BBITYCTHJIA CTPETy — BCE B OJHO CIIUTHOE, OTTO-
yeHHoe ABxeHune. CTpena, MylleHHasi C TOYHOCThI0, KOTOPYI0 MOT JaTh TOJIBKO Helpo-uHTepdeiic,
paboTaloIIMi HAMPSIMYIO C MO3TOM, BOH3MJIACh B HE3AIIUIIIEHHOE TOPJIo TprdoHa — Ty[a, TIIe epbs
CMEHSUIACh MSATKOH, ysI3BUMOM Koxkel. ['proH n3man KopoTKuil, Oy IbKAIOMIMI KPUK M HAYaJl aJath.
Bcangnuk, notepsiB yripaieHue, 3aKpruyvall U MOMBITAJICS BHIPOBHSTH MOJIET, HO ObUIO MO3aHO. Yepes
HECKOJIKO CEKYH[ I'pu(OH PyXHYJ Ie-TO 3a JAEPEBbsMHU, U pa3falics IIyXOH yaap, 3a KOTOPbIM
MOC/IeI0BaJIa TUIIHMHA.

— Ectb, — BbiioxHyna Whisper, onyckas jiyk. Ee pyku gpoxanu — TO JIM OT HallpsiKEHUsd,
TO JIA OT OCO3HAHUSA TOTO, YTO OHA TOJILKO YTO CAENAA.

— Mornonen, — kopoTko ckasan VMeau [lerpoBuy, mogaumMasick. — Ho paccrnadnstbest paHo.
CopImuiin ?

Whisper npucnymanacek. C 1ora, co CTOpOHBI €a/1a, JOHOCUJIMCh HOBbIE KPUKU — HA 3TOT pa3
He rpudOoHOB, a Joell. 9T0 ApPXOHT, 3aMETUB MaJIleHUe OJIHOTO U3 CBOMX, HAllPaBWJI yAap Ha TOT

Y4aCTOK, OTKYyHa IpUjIeTeIa CTpeiia.

— bexum, — ckomanioBan Nean IerpoBuu. — B noasas. beictpo!
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Onu 6pocrTUCh K MEJIbHUIIE. 3a UX CIIMHAMM pa3Jalicsl HapacTaloImui Ty1 — 310 Jy4 «Cs-
meHHOro OrHs» BrpbI3aJiCsl B 3eMJTI0, OCTaBJIsis 32 COOOM MOJIOCY OIUIaBIeHHOTO cTekia. Visan Ilet-
POBUY, 3a/bIXasiCh, BBAIWJICA B JIBEPbh M CKATWUJICS TIO JIECTHUIC B mofaBain. Whisper — 3a HHUM.
Hagpepxy 4T0-TO TpOXHYJIO, U C MOTOJIKA IMOCHITIANACh KAMEHHAsI KPOIIIKA.

— OmH 6Oper no menpHUIe! — KpuKHYT Kpusoit Hox, KoTopslil yxe Obi1 B ogsasie. OH CTOSIT
y JaJbHE! CTeHbI, IPUKUMAst K TPYIH HECKOJIBKO ITIMHSIHBIX TOPIIKOB C PACCaioi, M ero riia3a ObuUTH
IIMPOKO OTKPBITHI OT ykaca. — Bcs Kpbliia. .. OHa ceiluac pyxHer!

— He pyxuer, — oretun UBan [lerpoBud, XoTs cam He ObUT B 3TOM yBepeH. — CTeHbl KaMeH-
Hble, Bblep:kar. [1o kpaiiHeill Mepe, Kakoe-TO BpeMsl.

OH mofiomieN K CToiay U ObICTPO OMNIsAAe pa3siokeHHble Tabmuuku. BpemeHu Ha TO, YTOOBI
3a0path Bce, He Obl10. OH CXBaTHII HECKOJIBKO CaMbIX BaXKHBIX — T€, Ha KOTOPBIX OBbLIM 3aricaHbl
bopmysbl reHeTHUecKUX MoauduKaTopoB U cxema «['Hunoro Kaprodens», — u cyHyn ux B 3aruied-
HBII MemoK. [ToToM noBepHYJICS K CBUHLIOBOMY SIIIIUKY B YIITY.

— Ilomoru, — npukasan oH Kpusomy Hoxy.

BaBoeM oHM MOAHSIM TSIKEIIBIN SIIMK U MOTAIWIIN €70 K 3allaCHOMY BBIXO/1y — Y3KOMY Jiasy,
KOTOPBIN BeJl B ApeHaxHyI0 KaHaBy. Whisper cTosijia y JIeCTHUIIBI, BCIYILIUMBASCh B IIyM HaBepxy. Ee
JMILIO OBUIO HAMPSIKEHO.

— OH Bo3Bpalaercs, — ckaszajia oHa. — 51 cipiiny ero. ApxoHt. OH sieTut ripsimo ciofa. Ero
TMIECHS. .. OHAa OYeHb rpoMKasi. Yl oueHb XonogHasl.

Wean IlerpoBud, He 00OpauMBasCh, MPOAOIKAT TOJKATh AMMK. Jla3 ObUT TECHBIM, U SAIIUK
3acTpeBal, lapamnas CBUHIIOBHIMA OOKaMU KaMeHHbIe CTeHbI. [1axjio ChHIpOCTHIO, 3eMJIeH U YeM-TO
elle — TeM CaMbIM CJIaJIKOBaThIM 3araxoM, KOTOPBIM BCerja compoBoxaal ero pacreHusi. Ceituac
9TOT 3amax ObUT e/1Ba YJOBUMBIM, HO OH BCe ellle Jiepxkaics. Kak mocieqHee HAIOMUHAHUAE O TOM,
YTO 371€Ch OBLIO.

— ['0TOBO, — BBIIOXHYJI OH, ITPOTAJIKMBAs AIMK B APEHAXHYIO KaHaBy. — Tenepp yXoauM.

— A kak xe octayibHble? — crnpocui Kpusoit Hok, ormisapiBasich Ha MOJNKYU € TOPLIKaMU U
MPOOUPKaMH, KOTOPbIE OHU OCTABJISLITH.

— OcrasibHOe — MpocTo Benu, — oTBeTw1 MBan I[leTpoBud, XOTs1 Kaxk/10€ CJIOBO J1aBaJIOCh
emy ¢ Tpyaom. — CeMeHa rpu Hac. 3HaHUSI IPU HAC. A JKeJIe30 U IJIMHA. . . 9TO BOCCTaHOBUMO. Jlionu
— HET. YXOIUM.

OH yxe coOupascs Je3Th B ja3, koraa «lIémot dmopb» Bapyr B3opBajics kpukom. He 60mbio
— npeaynpexaeHvemM. OQHO U3 pacTeHull — KaxeTcs, nociuennuil yueneBmmi Kycr-IlneBak y
BOCTOYHOH CTeHBI — repeaio oopa3. O6pa3 rprdoHa, KOTOPHIH 3aXOANT Ha MEJILHUILY C TOW CTO-
POHBI, OTKyZa ero He kgau. O0pa3 ApXoHTa, KOTOPBIM MOJHSIT PYKY, M B €0 JIAJOHH pa3ropasach
Hckpa. O6pa3 s1yya, KOTOPBIA YK€ Havasl CBOH MyTh K KPBIIIIE.

— Hazan! — 3aopan Usan IlerpoBuy, orrackuBas Whisper OT JIeCTHUIIBI.
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U B TOT %€ MUT TPOXHYJIO.

IT0T 3BYK OBUI HE MOXOXK Ha B3pbIB. CKopee — Ha 00Bas1. HaBepxy uTo-To 3aTpelnao, 3acKpe-
KETaJo, U B TOABAJI, Yepe3 JIeCTHUYHBIA IMPOoeM, XJIbIHYJ OCJIENUTeNNbHbI Oenblii cBeT. He oronn
— cBeT. OH ObLT XOMOAHBIM, O€3KaJOCTHBIM M aOCOMIOTHO, HEBHIHOCKMO sipkuM. VBan TleTpoBuy
3aKMYPUJICS M TIPUK PLT JIULIO pyKou. Psimom BckpukHyna Whisper — ee Helipo-uHTepgeic, 10IKHO
OBITh, 3AMKATMIO OT TAKOTO KOJIMYECTBA BU3yaTbHON MH(OPMAIIUH.

CaeT npogepskasicst HeCKOJIBKO CeKyH/I, a ToToM rorac. U Hactynuia tuiivHa. Takas riyookas,
Takas noyiHast, 9ro MBaH crplmal, Kak ObeTcsl ero coOcTBeHHOe ceptie. M 3to Omiioch cepaie
MesnbHUIbI? OH He MOT pa3o0parh.

OH OTKpBLI IV1a3a U MOJHSII TOJIOBY. JIECTHUUHBIN MTPOEM, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO YTO BEJ HaBepX,
ObLT 3aBaJieH oOoMKamu. KameHHas Kiiajika, JepeBsHHbIe 0K, Yeperuiia — Bce 3TO CIEeKJIOCh B
OJIHY MOHOJIUTHYIO MacCy, KOTopasi CBETHJIaCh TYCKJIbIM, yracaroluM kapoM. Bbixos ObLT OTpe3aH.

— MBp1 3amypoBanbl, — npomentai Kpusoit Hox. — Mbl... Mbl HE MOKEM BBIATH.

— Moxem, — otBetun Usan IlerpoBuy, noguumasicb. — Yepes apeHax. OH BefieT K peke.
Tam Mbl BBIOEpEMCH.

On nomor Whisper nogHsATbCS U TIOATOJIKHYJI €€ K J1a3y.

— To1 iepBasi. Mbl 32 TOOOI.

OHa, He Bo3paxasi, HeIpHyJia B TeMHOTY. 3a Heil nocneaoBan Kpusoit Hox. WBan IetpoBuy
3agepkaics Ha MrHoBeHre. OH 00Bes B3MISAOM MOABaJl — TO, YTO OT Hero octajiock. Ctoi, 3aBa-
neHHbld oonomkamu. [onku, pyxHyBime Ha moji. KoMmmocTHeiil yaH, pa3outeiii Bapedesru. 1 mac-

JIAHYIO JIaMITy, KOTOpad 4yaoM YIEJIEa U BCE €IC ropejia pOBHbIM, CITOKOMHBIM CBETOM.

OH B3s1I JIaMITy W IIar"yJ1 B Jias.
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Yacrs 2. [Ianuka v norepu

JlpeHaskHast KaHaBa TSHYJIAch OT MEJIbHULIBI IO PEKHM M 0ObIYHO Obl1a cyxoil — MBaH IleTpoBuy
UCIIONB30BaJl €€ [l OTBOJA JIMIITHEN BO/IbI BO BpeMs 3aTsKHBIX JoxAed. Ceiluac, OCeHblo, JOxKaeH
He ObLI0, M KaHaBa IPe/ICTaBIslIa cOOOM y3KUil, U3BUIMCTBIN ITPOXO[, IO JHY KOTOPOTO MOXHO OBLIO
niepeABUraThes, Mpurudas rosioy. [1axsio THHOM, ChIpoOi 3eMlel U caObIM, eBa YIIOBUMbIM 3aI1axOM
CIIOp — TeX caMblX, 4To MBaH paccaani no Bcell TeppuTopun (pepmsl.

Whisper aBuranace nepeoil. Ee Helipo-unTepdeiic pucoBaj KapTUHY MUPA YePE3 3BYKH, U CEM-
yac 3Ta KapTrHa OblIa MOJIHA TPEBOKHBIX CUTHAJIOB. [ 71e-T0 HaBepXy, Ha MOBEPXHOCTH, €LIe TOpesIu
OCTaTKY MeJbHULIBL. [ 1e-To B HeOe Kpykuiu rpudoHbl. A rae-To B jarepe «Komxosa», KOTOpbIi OHU
MUHOBAJIM O] 3eMJIEH, CyAs 1o 3ByKaM, 1apui xaoc. Kpuku. Tonot. [Tnau.

WBan I[leTpoBuy, NpurHyBIIKCh, podupascs ciepoM 3a Whisper. Jlamma, KOTOpyio OH Hec B
pyKe, oTOpachiBaja Ha CTeHBbI Jpoxaiie TeHu. Brepenn mastamna crimHa Kpusoro Hoxa — Tor,
COTHYBILUCh B TPY MOTMOEIH, TAlIUJI CBUHLIOBBIN ALMK. MK ObUT TAXKEIBIM JJake B BUPTYaJIbHO-
cr, Ho Kpusoit Hox He xkanoBascs. OH BoOOIIe mepecTas kaloBaTrbCs C TeX Mop, Kak Hadauach
«[lenenbHas Henens». CIOBHO BECh €r0 IOHOIIECKUI maximalism, BCsl ero CKJIOHHOCTDb K NMAHUKE U
HBITBIO CTOPEJH B NepBoM ke Jyde «CrsimenHoro OrHsi». Tenepb 310 ObUT JPYToi YeIoBeK — MOJI-
YaJIMBbIN, COCPEAOTOUYEHHBII, CMEPTEIBHO YCTABIIUIA.

— Croi1, — Bapyr ckazana Whisper, ocranasnuBascs. — { cipiny monen. Tam, Bnepeau.
Meuoro mozieit. OHH. .. OHU OeryT.

NBan IlerpoBuu npucnymancs. Yepe3 «lI€nor ¢paopbl» OH ylnoOBWI TO, O Y€M TOBOpPUJIA
Whisper: HaBepxy, Ha rpaHMLIe Jlareps, lapuia naHuka. Jliiogu — dnensl «Komaxo3a», Te caMmble, KOTO
OH TIBITAJICS 3aIIUTUTh, — Oekami. Kto-To Ha ceBep, K Jiecy, Kak 1 ObUIO mpukaszaHo. Kro-to —
Ha BOCTOK, B OTKPBITOE I0J1€, PAMO 1of, Jiyun «CeameHHoro Orasa». A KTO-TO IIPOCTO 3aCThUI Ha
MECTE, NapaJIU30BAHHBIM CTPAXOM, M KA CMEPTH.

— Hapo ux BBIBECTH, — CKa3aJl OH. — A MNOOJHUMYCbh HaBEpPX.

— Her! — Whisper cxBatuia ero 3a pyky. — Tam rpuconsl. f cibimy ux. OueHb 0au3Ko.
Ecnu Tl BeIzIENIb ceifyac, Thl yMpelllb.

— Ecnu 51 He BBy, yMPYT OHU.

OH 0CTOPOKHO BHICBOOOIMII PYKY U, TOATSIHYBIINCH, BHIOpaJics U3 KaHaBbl. [lepe HUM OTKphI-
Jlach KapTUHA, KOTOPYIO OH He 3a0y/IeT 10 KOHIIA CBOMX THEH — HU B BUPTYaJIbHOM, HU B PEIBHOM
MHUpe.

Jlarepwr «Konxo3a» Obl1 00BsAT XaocoM. [anatku ropenu. Te, uto He ropenu, ObUIM ONMPOKU-
HYTHI ¥ pacTonTanbl. Tesieru ¢ nmpuracaMu BajIsuUCh Ha OOKY, U U3 HUX BBICHINAJIMCH MEIIKHU C 3ep-
HOM U OBOILIAMU — TOCJIE/IHUE OCTATKU TOTO ypokasi, KOTopbiii MiBaH BbIpaliyBal ¢ Takoi JTIOOOBBIO.
[ToBciogy mMeTanuch JIOIU — OfIHU C Y371aMU, JIpyTue C OpYKUEM, TPEThbH 0e3 HUYero, mpocTo oery-
1K€ B CJIENOM, )KMBOTHOM MaHuke. Kpuku, miay, pyraHb CIIMBAINCH B OIMH MPOTSIKHBIM, AylIepas-
JUPAIOLLUH TYIL.
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W Han Bcem 3TUM, B cepoM, 3aTIHYTOM JIbIMOM Hebe, Kpyuau rpudoHbl. OHU He aTaKoBaId
— mnoka. Onu xamu. JKpanm, Korjga naHuka JOCTUTHET MUKa, KOTAa JTIOAU COOBIOTCS B Ky4y, YTOOBI
yaapuTh HaBepHsika. MiBan [leTpoBry 3HaJ 3TOT TakTU4ecKuil prieM. OH cam KOT1a-TO UCTIONb30Ba
€ro — He MPOTUB JoJeH, TpoTuB Bpeautesnen. Criopbl «Ciagkoit BaTbl», KOTOpbIE OrpyKaiy BparoB
B 91hopHI0, ISHCTBOBAJIH 110 TOMY € TIPUHIIMITY: CO3/IaTh Xaoc, a MOTOM JI0OUTh OCTABIIIUXCS.

— DitHap! — 3a0paJl OH, MbITASICh NEPEKPUYATH IIYM. — DIHAP, rAe Th?!
OtBeta He ObU10. TONBKO TPOXOT U KPUKH.

OH noGesxai yepe3 Jarepb, JABUPYs. MEK/Y TOPSAIIMMHU MAJATKAMUA W ONMPOKUHYTHIMH TeJie-
ramu. Ero sierkvie (BUpTyasibHbIE, HO OIIYIIABIIAECS KaK HACTOSIIKE) JKIJIO OT JbMa. [J1a3a cnesu-
mmck. Ho oH Gesxat — cTapbliil, CropOIeHHbIM, C TAMKOW B OHOM PyKe U MACJISTHOM JIAMITON B JIPYTOM,
— 1 MCKaJl CBOMX JIIOJEH.

IlepBeiM oH Haien Peitpxepa. ToT cTosi1 y OpOKUHYTOM TeeTH, NpUKUMasi K TPyIu paHe-
HOT'0 — OJJHOTO U3 CBOMX CJIEAOIBITOB, MOJIOZOTO MAPHs1, KOTOPOMY OCKOJIKOM CTEKJIa PACCEKJIO HOTY.
Peitnxep Obi1 OniesieH, ero ryosl CkaThl B TOHKYIO JIMHHIO, HO OH COXPAaHsLI CrioKoicTBre. Tombko
IJ1a3a BBIIaBAJIM €r0 — B HUX ropeJsia Ta ke OecrioMollHas pocThb, 4To 1 'y ViBaHa.

— ATrpOHOM. .. — HauaJ oH, Ho MBaH niepeOu:

— 3Hato. Bugen. ['ne Ditnap?

— Ha ceepHom kpaw. CoOupaet roziedt 115 sBakyauuu. Ho tam... — Pelinmkep 3amHyscs.
— Tam moxo. Jlioau nanukyiot. OHY He CITyIIAoTCs MTPUKA30B. S MBITAICS MX IOCTPOUTH, HO OHH. . .
onu rnipocto Oeryt. Kyna rmaza rsasr. Hekotopsie psiMo B 1oJ1e, MO STOT MPOKJISATHINA JTy4.

— Jlail MHe cBOM JIyK, — Ipuka3an VBan [lerpoBuu.

Peitnxep, He K01eO1sCh, MPOTSAHYI eMy JyK U KomdaH. MiBan [TerpoBud He Obu1 cTpenkoM. OH
BOOOIIIEe HE yMeN 00paIaThCs C OpYKUeM — ero Kiacc «MUpPHBI KUTENIb» He MO3BOJIST HAHOCUTD
npsiMoii YpoH urpokam. Ho Jiyk ObUT HykKeH eMy He Il CTPesTbObI.

OH NogHs YK HaJ TOJIOBOM M BHICTpeNui B Bo3ayx. CTpena B3BMIach B HEOO, OCTaBIIsAs 32
coOo¥ cBeTAIMIACS criel — PeliHkep, Kak BCe XOPOIIKe CSIOIBITHI, UCTIONh30BaJT 3a4apOBaHHbIC

CTpeEJibl, — U C I'POMKHUM XJIOIIKOM pa3opBaJiaCb B BO3YXE, pACCHINIABIINChL COTHAMM 3CJICHBIX UCKP.

310 ObUIT YCIIOBHBIN curHaj. Curnan coopa. CurHas, KOTOpblii OHM ¢ DWHAPOM MPUAyMaid Ha
CITy4ail KpaiiHel OMacHOCTA — TOT/A, KOI/IA TOJIOC YKe He MOT MIEPEKPhITh IITyM OUTBBI.

D¢ dexT O6bi1 MrHOBeHHBIM. JII0/IH, TOIBLKO YTO OeXkaBIlKe B CIIETON MaHWKe, OCTAHOBIIIUCH.
OHM NMOAHSUM TOJIOBHI K HeOy, TJIe ellie JOropasiv 3eJieHble UCKPBI, U 3aMepiin, O:KuAas nmprkasa. 1 B

STOUM BHE3AITHOM, 3BEHSIIIEN TUIIIMHE Pa3/iajics rojoc DiHapa:

— Ko mue! Bee ko mHe! Ctpoutbces B kKo10HHY ! ZKeHiuH u fgeteit B ueHTp! MykuuHbI — 10
(pnanram! Kro moxer nepxath opyxue — npukpbiBaite orxon! beictpo!
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Wgan IerpoBuy, He omyckas JiyKa, CMOTpeJI, KaK €ro JIIIN — Te, KO0 OH KOIJa-To Mogoopa
TOJIONHBIMU M OTYASIBIIMIMUCS, — COOMPAIOTCS B OPraHU30BAHHYIO KOJIOHHY. DTO ObLIO MOXOXE Ha
qyno. Tonbko 4TO0 OHM OBLIN CTaOM IMEPEITYTaHHBIX XMUBOTHLIX, 4 TCIIEPb — IIYCTb HOTpCHaHHOﬁ,
IIyCTh U3PAHEHHOM, HO BCE K€ apMUEN.

DiiHap, OrPOMHBIN M MPAYHbIH, I1araji BAOJIb CTPOsI, OTAaBasi KOPOTKKE, pyOsIeHble MPUKAa3bl.
Ero nocnexwu, eie HeTaBHO CHSIBILINE, ObUTH MOKPBITHI KOMOTHIO ¥ TBUIBIO. Ero jereHnapHoiii Med,
KOTOpbIY OH Koraa-to otaan KpuBomy Hoxy, a motom B3s1 oOpatHO, Bucen y mnosica. Ho ceftuac
DitHap He oOHaxan ero. OH 3HaM: Med npotuB «CrsmenHoro Oras» Oecrione3eH. EauHCcTBeHHOE
OpY:KHU€, KOTOPOE Y HUX OCTaBAJIOCh, — 3TO JUCLUIUIMHA.

— ArpoHom! — KpuKHYJ OH, 3ameTuB VMBana [lerpoBnya. — Mbl yxonum! Jlroau noutu Bee
3neck. Ho ecth mpooOrnema.

— Kakag?

— JIBoe Ha BOCTOUHOM Mojie. $1 mocian 3a HUMH, HO OHU He ycrenu J1o0exarb. [ prdoHs. . .
OHHU Kpy’KaT MPsIMO HaJl HUMU. §l HEe MOT'y OTIIPaBUTH TyJa €llle JIIOJIel — 3TO BepHasi CMEPTh.

NBan IlerpoBuu mocmorpen Ha BOCTOYHOE Iosie. Tam, cpeay OIUIaBJIEHHBIX MPOIVICHIMH U
OBIMSAIIUXCS BOPOHOK, METAJMCh /iBe (purypsl. OlHa — KEeHIMHA, CyJs [0 OeKAe, OJHA U3 MOBa-
pUX, KOTOpBIE MPUIIUTK Ha (hepMy B Havase ronoaa. Bropas — peGeHok. ManbuuK JieT IecsiTh, ChIH
OJIHOTO U3 peMecIeHHUKOB. OHM Oekasu K Jiecy, HO Tpr(OH, 3aMETUB HX, yXKe 3aXOIHT Ha THKE.

— 4 orBreky ero, — ckasaiu Man IlerpoBuu.
— Yem?! — DiiHap B U3YMJICHUH YCTABWIICS HAa HEero. — Y TeOs ke HeT Opykus!
— ¥V MeHsd ecTb KOe-4TO JpYyroe.

OH pasBepHyJIics 1 oOexan oOpaTHO K JpeHaXHOW KaHaBe. Y saza ero kpaaina Whisper. OHa
CTOs1a, MPMXKABIIKCH CIMHOKM K 3eMJISIHOW CTeHe, M ee JIMIO OblIo OesbiM Kak Mes1. OHa ciblmana
BCE — KPHKHU, B3PbIBBI, Tyl TPU(POHOB — U €€ HENpO-uHTEep(eic pucoBal KapTUHY aaa, KOTOPbIU
TBOPUJICS HABEPXY.

— Tuot kyma?! — kpuknyn Kpusoit Hox, Buns, yro VBan IlerpoBuu He coOupaetcs e3Th
0OpaTHO B KaHaBY.

— OrtBrnekarb, — KOpoTKo Opocui MiBaH. — Whisper, Thl co MHOW. MHe MOHAI00TCS TBOU
\211178

Oma, He 3a1aBasi BOIIPOCOB, BHIOpasiach U3 KaHABBI M BCTana psagoM. VBaH [leTpoBrd 3aKkphit
I71a3a ¥ HOJHOCTBIO norpy3uJics B «I€not mopei».

OH ucKaJl XOTb UTO-TO )KMBOE HA BOCTOYHOM MoJie. YTO-TO, UTO €1e MOIJIO pearnpoBaTh Ha €ro
MpUKa3bl. BOJBIIMHCTBO pacTeHuii ObUTH MEPTBBI — UX aypbl MIOTACIH, M Ha UX MECTe 3UsLIa IyCTOTA.
Ho koe-uro yreneno. Tam, y camoii OIMyIIKHU Jieca, COXpaHUJICS HeOONBbIION y4acTok CBeTsierocs
MULEIUs1 — TOTO CaMOro, KOTOPbIi OH MCIHOJIb30BaJl 1Sl CO3/IaHUsI MaCKMPOBOYHOrO nojs. U erme
Jajiblie, y peku, npsataics bpoasunii KOpeHb — U3PaHEHHBIN, TOJTyMEPTBbIH, HO €Il )KUBOM.
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Wean [NeTpoBry mprKka3al MULIEIUIO aKTUBUPOBAThCs. CrIOphI, MOBUHYSCH €0 BOJIE, HAYaIN
TMIOIHUMAThCSI B BO3/1yX, 00pasys rycroe, cpetsieecss oomako. OHO ObLJIO HE TAKMM IUIOTHBIM, KakK
paHblIle, — CIMUIIKOM MaJIO OCTAJIOCh CTIOP, CIMIIKOM ¢1ad ObUT CUTHAJ, — HO JJOCTATOYHBIM, YTOOBI
MpUBJIeYb BHUMAaHUE TPUOHA.

I'pucbon, 3axoquBIIMIA HA KEHIIUHY U peOeHKa, 3aMeThI 00ako U u3MeHm Kype. Ero Bcan-
HUK — TOT CaMblii MOJIOZION MapeHb, KoToporo VIBaH BUIIEN YTPOM, — pEIIn, YTO OOIaKO TMpe-
CTaBJIsIET OOJIBIIYIO YTPO3Y, YeM ABOe Oe30pykKHBIX Jofedl. OH HarpaBu rpudoHa Ha CIIOPbI, ¥ JTy4
«CasmenHoro OrHs1» yaapui 1o 00J1aKy, MTHOBEHHO PaccesiB ero.

Ho storo mraoBenus xBaruio. JKeHIuHa 1 pedeHOK 100eKau /10 Jieca U CKPBUIUCH MO KPO-
HaMHU JI€PEBbEB.

— Ectb, — BoI1OXHYN MBaH [lerpoBuy.

— On Bo3Bpaiaercs, — ckazana Whisper. — I'pucon. OH. .. oH JeTuT cioaa.

Nsan [lerpoBuy nopssut ronoBy. ['prcoH, pa3BepHYBIUCH, TEHCTBUTENILHO HAMPABIISIICS K
HUM. BcaHUK, pa3bsipeHHBIN T€M, YTO €ro OTBJIEKJIM OT LIEJH, MOIHSUT PYKY, U B €r0 JIaIOHU 3aro-

peicst Oeblii OrOHb.

— B kanaBy! — 3aopan Msan IlerpoBuy, xBaras Whisper 3a muiedo u Tojnkasi ee BHU3. —
Kugo!

OHu KyOapeM CKaTWINCh B APEHAXHYIO KaHABY 32 MIHOBEHHUE JJO TOTO, KaK JIyd YAapui B TO
MECTO, TJIE OHM TOJIBKO YTO CTOSJIM. 3eMJIS HaJ MX TOJIOBaMH 3a/ipoKaJla M Hayasla OIUIbIBATh, Ipe-
BpaIIAsACh B CTEKJIO. 3araxjio 030HOM U YEM-TO €111e — TEM CaMbIM METAJUIMYECKUM 3aI1axoM, KOTO-
PbI cCOMPOBOKAA Kaxablid yaap «CaseHHoro OrHs».

— Bce nenbi? — cripocun UBan [etpoBuy, nepeBojst IbIXxaHue.

— Kaxercs, na, — oreerun Kpusoit Hox, nomorass Whisper nogustecsi. — Ho Bbixonma
oonbie HeT. KaHaBa oOBaniach.

Wran INerpoBuy ornsgencs. Kpupoit Hox ObLT mpaB: mpoxof, IO KOTOPOMY OHH TOJIBKO YTO
1UTH, OBbLT 3aBajIeH OTUIABJICHHOW 3eMulell. EqMHCTBEHHBIN MyTh TETieph Jiekall Bliepea — Ty/a, Tie
KaHaBa BBbIXOJIWJIA K PEKe.

— Torga uaem Bnepen, — ckazaj OH. — J[pyroro BeIxoa BCe paBHO HET.

OHu ABUHYJIMCH Jajblie. VIITH CTaHOBUJIOCH BCe TPyAHEe: KaHaBa CyKaJlaCb, U CBUHIIOBBIN
SIIUK Ueruisuics 3a ctedbl. Kpusoit Hox, TamuBimii ero, Xpuresn OT HarpsikeHUsl, HO HE OCTaHaB-

muBasics. Whisper, mieinas nepBoy, BCJIyIIUBAIach B IIIyM HaBepXy.

— I'pudoHsl yneraor, — ckasajla OHa BIPYr. — 1 CIIbIIIY: OHM BO3BPAILLAIOTCA K XOJIMAM.
APXOHT... ero necHs yaajsercs.
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— 3Ha4MT, OHU 3aKOHYMJIM, — MpayHO npousHec MBan [lerpoBny. — Caenanu To, 4TO MJIa-
HupoBau. Teneppb OyayT Mpa3THOBATH.

— A mb1? — cripocun Kpusoit Hok.
— A mb1 6ynem xuth, — oTBeTH MBaH [leTpoBud. — IT0 JTyuInas MecTb.

Onu BeIOpasuch K peke dyepes yac. CorHIle yke KJIOHUIOCh K 3aKaTy, M ero OarpoBble JIydu
OKpaIlIMBaJIi BOLy B 11BeT KpoBu. MBan [leTpoBuy, BHIOpaBIINCH U3 KaHABBI, oriisiaescs. Peka, eme
BYepa ObIBIIIast MOJIHOBOJAHOM ¥ KUBOM, CErofHs oOmerena u noreMHesna. Ee 6epera ObuM MOKPBITHI
CepbIM HAJIETOM — IMEIJIOM, KOTOPBIM IPUHEC BeTep ¢ ropAummx noneil. Koe-roe Ha noBepxHocTH
BOJIbI IJTABAJIM JIOXJIbIE PHIOBI — PE3y/IbTaT BUEpAIHEro yAapa, Korga ApXOHT BbUKET PHOpPEKHBIE
3apOCIIN.

Ho He 3710 3acTaBmiio ero 3amepeTb. Y caMoil KPOMKH BOJIbI, B HJI€, BUAHEIUCH ClIa0ble 3ee-
HOBaTble My3blpd. OHM OTHUMAIKCH CO JIHA, JIOTIAJIMCH Ha TIOBEPXHOCTU U OCTABJISIA TOCTe celst
TOHKYI0, MaCJISTHUCTYIO TJIeHKY. D10 ObLT ero «['Husoi Kaprodenb». TOT camblii, KOTOPBIH OH TIOCa-
JIWJT B WJT HECKOJIBKO JTHew Hazan. OH poc. MenjieHHO, HO BEPHO.

— Yt0 310? — cnpocuit Kpuoit Hox, mpociieius 3a ero B3MJIsIOM.

— Hanexna, — orBeti MBan IlerpoBuu. — Wnu nipoksisitue. CMOTpPSI Kak MOCMOTPETb.

OH He cTas1 00BACHSTH MoipoOHee. BMecTo 3TOro oH mprkasa ABUraThcs Aajbllle — Ha CeBep,
K rpoTam, e UX KJaId ylieJeBIlIue.

38



1O. Npasznos. «®Pepmep cumynsrop: Kara ckopou»

Yacts 3. ZKepTBa CTpaka

OnHu 100pasnCh 10 CEBEPHBIX XOJIMOB, KOTJIa ke coBceM cTeMHeno. [lepexon uepes Jiec, elne
HEJJABHO OBIBIIHIA CMEPTEIbHOM JIOBYIIIKOH JIJISI BparoB, a Terephb CTABIINKA YOSKHIIEeM 15 ero co3/ia-
TeJisl, IPOILEN Ha YOUBJIEHUE CIIOKOWHO. APXOHT, BUIMMO, PELII, YTO Ha CerogHsl xBatuT. Wmm,
MOXET OBITh, OH TIPOCTO HE XOTeJ prucKoBaTh: CBsiieHHbI OroHb, TP BCel CBOEW MOIIH, TPeOOoBa
riepe3apsiiki, a ero BCaJHUKU, MTPOBE/IINE LIe/blid JeHb B BO3yXe, HYKAAIKUCh B OTAbIXe. Tak win
vHaye, rpuOHbI yJIeTeM Ha BOCTOUHBIE XOJIMBI, M HAJl JIECOM BOLIAPUJIACH TUIIMHA — T[ITYOOKas,
3JI0BEIAs1, HO BCE JK€ TUIIMHA.

Bxon B nonzeMHble IpOThl HAXOAWIICS Y MOAHOXHUS CKAJIMCTOTO yTeca, MOPOCIIEro CTapbiMHy,
UCKpUBJIEHHBIMU cocHaMu. MBaH IleTpoBuu pa3Benan 3T0 MECTO HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB Ha3all, Koraa
elle TOJIbKO HauMHaJI TOTOBUTHCS K XyALIEMY, U C TeX IOp Jepikasl €ro B TailHe Jake OT OMKalIImX
copaTHUKOB. Tpy OONBIIMX BaJlyHa, CJIOKEHHBIX B (DOpME apKH, OTMEYAIM BXOI. 3a HUMHU OTKpBHI-
BaJICS Y3KUIl MPOXOJI, BelylIUi BHU3, B €CTECTBEHHYIO Iellepy, KOTopylo VIBaH paciuvpuil U yKkpe-
W C TIOMOUIBIO KOPHEH-YIaBOK M XUTUHOBBIX IJIACTHH, OCTABIIMXCS OT MEpBOW JIMHbKU JleHapo-
uja-CcTpaxa.

Ceituac, y Bxoa B MelIepy, ropes HeOOoNbILON KOCTep, U BOKPYT HEro cujenu yuenesuve. Mx
ObLI0 MeHblIIe, yeM MBaH oxkuaaj, — OKOJIO JBaJIaTH YeJoBeK. DUHAP, MPAYHbI M MOTYAIMBBIN,
CTOsIJ1 y OTH$1, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha Ipyau. PeilHkep, ¢ nepeBsA3aHHOM pyKoW, CHe Ha KaMHE U TOUMJI
HOX. HeCKOJIbKO eHIIMH 1 AeTel KaJIuch APYT K IPYTy, MbITasich corperbesl. OcraibHble — ObIBILINE
TaHKU, Mary, peMeCIeHHUKY — CHUJEU N00AaJb, MOJIYA IS8 B TEMHOTY. VX suia OblIM cephIMU
OT ycTasnocT 1 konotu. Hukro He pasroBapusaji. Hukro He xkasnoBaics. Bee npocto xaanu.

Korna MBan Ilerposuy, Whisper u Kpusoir Hox Belum U3 sieca, WHap MOLHAJ IOJIOBY U
KOPOTKO KMBHYJI.

— JloOpasuce.
— Jo6pamuck, — nonreepaui Mean [erpoBuyu. — e ocraibHbie?
DitHap nomornyai. [Iotom OTBETHII — IJTyX0, HETPOMKO:

— He Bce nonum. ITarepo norepsimce B jecy. Emie Tpoe octanuce... Tam. — OH Heollpese-
JIEHHO MaxHyJ pyKoi B cTopoHy ¢epMmbl. — He 3axotenu yxoauth. S mbITajicss UX YrOBOPUTb, HO
OHM CKa3aJIM, 4TO JIy4dllle yMPYT Ha CBOE 3eMJie, 4eM OyIyT MpATaThcs B HOpax. S... s He cras ux
3aCTaBJIATh.

WBan [lerpoBuy Huyero He otBeTwl. OH CMOTpEIT Ha JIMIA YLENEBIINX — Ha 3THX JKEeHIIMH,
KOTOpbIE e11le BUepa MeKJIM XJ1e0 1 Bapuii NOXJIeOKy, Ha 3TUX MYKUMH, KOTOpBIE ellle Buepa Maxajiu
3eMJII0 M YMHWJIA U3rOPOAIM, — U YYBCTBOBAJI, Kak K ropiy nojacrynaer koM. OH XoTes cKa3aTb UM
YT0-TO OoOozpsolIee. UTO-TO O TOM, YTO OHH BBICTOSUIH, YTO OHHM CHJIBHEE, YTO OHM €llle BEPHYTCS.
Ho cnoBa He . IToToMy 4TO OH 3HaJI: CEroiHsl OHU MOTEPsIM He npocto ¢epmy. OHU OTEPSIIH
aoMm. OHu notepsiiin Apyseil. Onu notepsiin Bepy. U on, MBan IleTpoBuy, ux nunaep, Ux 3allUTHUK,
UX «Jef», He CMOT TOMY [TOMEIlaTh.
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— JlagHo, — ckaszan oH HakoHel. — PasBonure koctpbl. ['oToBbTE yAMH. KTO paneH — k
Peitnmxepy, on momosxkeT. OCTalbHBIM — cHaTh. 3aBTpa OyAeT JOJITUI JeHb.

Jlronu, He roBOps HU CJIOBA, HaYaId pacxoguTbes. MBan [leTpoBud ocrasncs y Bxoja B reuepy,
s Ha TeMHeloiiee HeOo. [1e-To Tam, 3a Xonmamu, Topeiu KocTpol «SlctpedoB». I'me-to Tam
ADpXOHT, CUJSl B CBOEM IIaTpe, Mpa3aHOBaJ Modedy. A rae-To TaM, Ha pyMHaX MeJIbHHIIBI, MEIEHHO

OCTBIBAJIO TO, YTO €IIle YTPOM ObLIO €ro JOMOM.

Whisper nofonuia u Bcraia pssaoMm. OHa He TOBOpHIIa — MPOCTO CTOSLIA, MPUKABIIUCH IJIEUOM
K ero mieuy. M B 3ToM MomuaHuu 6110 OOJIbIIe TOAICPKKH, YeM B JTIOOBIX CIIOBAX.

— 3aBTpa OH BEpHETCSl, — TUXO cKa3aia oHa. — ¢ 3Haw. J ciplmana ero necHio. OHa He
ycrokowiack. OHa cTaa ele rpomye.

— 41 3nat0, — otBetn MBan [lerpoBuu. — Ho 3aBTpa Oyznet 3aBTpa. A cerofss. ..

On He 3akoHYMT. [ToroMy uTO B 3TOT MOMEHT «I1IENOT (hi1ophI» JOHEC O HETO CUTHAT, KOTOPBIT
3aCTaBUJI €TO 3aMEPETh.

It0 ObUT He curHau TpeBoru. He curnan 6omm. 310 ObUIO YTO-TO APYroe — YTO-TO, UTO OH HE
YYBCTBOBAJ € Tex mop, kak norud Ctpax. Cnadoe, efpa yiaoBUMoe npucyTcTere. Kak 6yaro KTo-To

OYCHb JAJICKO, Ha caMou rpaHule BOCHPUATUSA, TUXO 3BAJI €IO0.

WBan [lerpoBry 3aKkpbli I71a3a U MOJHOCTHIO NOrpy3uiics B «IIenor ¢gnoper». OH noTsaHyncs K
9TOMY CUTHAJLY, MBITAsACh IIOHATH €r0 UCTOYHMK. M KOrza OH ero Hauies, ero Cepaie eKHyJIO.

It0 61 CTpak.

Her, ne Tor CTpax, KOTOpBIN MOrKO BUEpa, 3aKPbIB MEJIBHUITY CBOMM TesioM. U He ToT, KOTo-
pbiid ObT yHUUTOXEH «CBsaieHHbIM OrHeM» BO BpeMsl MepBOM aTaku. DTo ObUT KTO-TO APYrod —
MaJIeHbKUH, CJ1a0bli, e/1Ba sk1BOM. PocTok. Kporeunsiii, G1e1HO-3eeHbIi POCTOK, KOTOPBIN MPOOH-
BAJICS U3 3eMJI HA TOM CaMOM MecTe, I7Ie YIaJl ero CTapiiuii opar.

— Yro ciyunnocs? — crpocuia Whisper, mouyBCTBOBaB €ro BOJIHEHUE.

— On xuB, — npomentan Mean [lerpoBuy. — TouHee... oH poxaaercs 3aHoBo. Tam, Ha
nienenuie. OT KOpHsl, KOTOPbIH yiiesies Moj 3eMJIe.

— MBI MOXeM ero crnactu’?

WBan IlerpoBuy OTKpBLI 171232 ¥ TOCMOTPEN Ha BOCTOK — TY[a, I1Ie B TEMHOTE YIraJbIBAIUCh
PYMHBI €ro (pepMBl.

— 1 noJDKeH MOMBITAThCA.
— DTO CJAUIIKOM ONAacHO, — BMeIIJICsl DUHAp, KOTOPbIN Ciblmai pasropop. OH mogorien u

BcTan niepen MiBaHom, 3aropoaus co6oit mpoxon. — Eciu TH moiiaens Tyaa ceiyac, ApXOHT TeOs
3amMeTuT. Jlake ecny He 3aMETHT — €ro MaTpyJa HaBepHsKa elle TaM. A eclid Thl IOTMOHeNb. . .
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— OH 3amoyva, nogoupas cioa. — Ecimu Tel moruOHem», ArpoHOM, Bcé KoHYeHO. Thl — Haira
rocaeaHsas Hafaexaa. Thl 3TO TOHMMAaeIb?

— Tlonumato, — oteti1 Ban I[etpoBuy. — Ho 1 Tl oliMuU: Tam, Ha MeNeuIle, yMUPaeT
MOW. .. — OH 3arnHyJcs, nmoaoupasi cnoBo. «CeiH»? «TBoperue»? «Apyr»? Hu omHO U3 3TUX CJIOB
HE MOIJIO Tepeaarh Toro, kem OblT i Hero [eHapoun-ctpax. — Tam ymupaer 4acTh MeHs, —
3aKOHYMJT OH. — U eciu s He TMOMBITA0Ch ee CTIAcTH, 1 HUKOTIa ce0e 3TOro He MpOoIILy.

DifHap K0IT0 CMOTpeI Ha Hero. [10ToM B3OXHYI M OTCTYIHJI B CTOPOHY.
— 4 noiiny ¢ TOOOI.

— Her, — nokauan rosoBoii Bau IlerpoBuu. — Twl HykeH 31ech. [IpucMoTpu 3a oM.
Ecnu 51 He BepHYCh K pacCBETy — Tbl 3HAEllb, YTO JIEJATh.

On nosepnysncs k Whisper:
— A THL. ..
— A uny ¢ To60ii, — TBEpIO cKazasia OHa. — Jlake He MBITAICs CIIOPUTD.

WBan IlerpoBud xoTesr BO3pa3uTh, HO YTO-TO B €€ IOJIOCE 3aCTaBUWIIO €ro nmpomomnyars. OH
TOJIBKO KMBHYJI U 3a11araj B TEMHOTY.

OnHu 1M Yepes Jiec MoYTH B MOMHON TeMHoTe. JIyHa Obina ckpbita obnakamu, Ho Whisper,
BeioMast Helipo-uHTepdericoM, IBUrajiachk yBEpeHHO, Kak OyATO /I Hee He CYIECTBOBAJIO TIOHSATHS
«TeMHOTa». MBan [leTpoBuu criieioBa 3a Hed, OpueHTUpYsCh Ha «I1IEnoT popbl» — c1adbiil, myJb-
CHUPYIOIIUI CUTHAJ, KOTOPBIN CTAHOBHJICSI BCE TPOMUE 10 Mepe MPUOIKEHHS K hepMme.

Jlec, emie He1aBHO OBIBINMI MOJTHOIIPABHBIM XO35SIMHOM STOU TEPPUTOPHH, TeNepb ObLIT MEPTB.
Criopsl CBeTsierocsi MULE/ NS, KOTOPbIE PaHbILIE OKYThIBAJIM CTBOJIBI A€PEBbEB MATKUM, 3€JI€HOBA-
TBHIM CUSIHUEM, Noracjiv. Mox, MOKphIBaBIIMK KOPHU, BHICOX U pacchllialicsl cepoil Ibuiblo. Jlaxe Bo3-
AyX 31€Ch ObLT IPYTUM — CIIEPTHIM, TSIKEJIBIM, C TPUBKYCOM Tapy U MeTaiia. «CsieHHbn OroHb»
YHUYTOXMJI HE TOJIbKO PACTEHUSI — OH YHUUTOXUII caMy KocucTeMy. OH BbIKET )KU3Hb U3 KakK10TO
YTOJIKa, JJO KOTOPOrO CMOT JOTSHYThCA.

OHM BBHIIUIM K PyMHaM MEJbHUIIBI OKOJIO MOJyHOUM. To, 4TO mpeAcTano ux ria3aMm (4 yiam
Whisper), Ob10 KapTUHOH aOCOMIOTHOTO, OECKOMITPOMUCCHOTO pa3pylieHusl. MenbHUIA, TIPOCTOSIB-
111as1 Ha TOM MecTe OoJblIIe rofia, IPEBPATUIACh B IPY/Ly OIUIABJIEHHBIX KAMHEH U 0OYIJIEHHBIX OaJIOK.
Kpbuibsi, KOTOpbIE KOTZIa-TO BPAIIAIUCh Ha BETPY, JIeXKAIM HA 3eMJie, Pa3OMThie U UCKOPEKEHHBIE.
KpbLb110, Ha KoTOpoM VIBaH MpoBest CTOJIBKO BEUEPOB C KPYXKKOW TPAaBSHOTO OTBapa, ObUIO CPEe3aHO
Jy4oM, Kak HoxoM. OT caja, OKpYKaBIIETrO MEJbHUILY, HE OCTaloCh U CJiefla — TOJIBKO YepHas,
CIeKIIasicst 3eMIsl.

WBan [leTpoBud MeIeHHO, OUYeHb Me[IeHHO obormen pyuHbl. Ero Horn noaru6anvch, HO OH
3actaBiisii ce0s uaru. OH JoMKeH ObLT yBUETh Bee. Kakaplil yHuuTOXKeHHBIN KycT. Kasktyio cropes-
Iyio Tpsiaky. Kaxaplii Tpyn — 4eoBeYecKUil WM pacTUTENbHBIA. D10 OblTa ero 3emisi. Ero gom.
U oH He mor oTBepHYTHCH.
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— 1 gayBcTBYIO ero, — Tuxo ckazana Whisper. OHa cTosijla Ha TOM MecTe, I/ie paHblie Oblia
BOCTOYHAS CTEHA MEJIbHHUIIbI, U yKa3blBaJla pyKoil Ha rpyay oOnomkoB. — Tam. IMog kamusamu. OH
elle KUB.

Wan [eTpoBuy nogoien 1 Havas pasrpedars 00oMKH. KaMHM ObUTH TSKEJIBIMU, OTLIABJICH-
HBIMH, C OCTPBIMH, KaK OpuTBa, Kpasmu. OH NOpaHWJI PyKH, HO He oOpaliaji Ha 3To BHUMaHus1. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OH OTKOIAJI TO, YTO MCKAJL

310 ObUT pocToK. KporeuHsiil, OneqHO-3eMeHbli, ¢ JBYMSI TOHKUMH, MOYTH MPO3PAYHBIMU
mucroukamu. OH TTpoOUBAJICS U3 TPEIIMHBI B 3eMJIe — TOW CaMoOM, KOTopast oOpa3oBajiach, KOrjia
Crpax pyxHyJ Ha MEJIBHUILY, IPUKPBIBas ee co00it. PocTok ObL1 citadbIM, e/1Ba )KUBBIM, HO OH poc. OH
TSHYJICA K HeOy, Ty/a, I/ie paHbllle CBETUJIO COJTHIIE, a TeTeph BUCEIH TsKeJIble, CBUHIIOBbIE OOJIaKa.

WBan [leTpoBud ormycTuiicsi Ha KoJleHH repesi pocTkoM. Ero pyku, 0ObIYHO Takue TBEpble 1
yYBEpEHHbIE, cernyac Apoxair. OH OCTOPOKHO, MOUTH HEKHO, KOCHYJICS JIMCTOUKa — U uepe3 «[eénor
¢rope1» mouyBcTBOBaM O0TBET. Cllalblif, KaK JyHOBEHHE BETpa, HO HACTOSIIINN.

«OTELL».
— Jla, — npomenran MBan I[lerpouu. — la, 310 5. 4 31€CH.

— Ham HyxHO yxonuTth, — ckazasia Whisper, 1 B ee rojoce npo3Byyasia Tpeora. — 51 cipliy
rpudonHa. OH KpyKUT HaJl BOCTOYHBIM nosieM. Hac MoryT 3ameTuTs.

Wgan INerpoBuy kuBHY. OH 6epe:XHO BBIKOMAT POCTOK BMECTE C KOMOM 3€MJIU, 3aBEPHYII €T0
B TIOJIy CBOETO ILIAIIA U BCTAJL.

— Vxooum.

OnHu ABUHYIIUCH OOPATHO K JIECY, HO HE YCIIeU MIPOMTH U COTHU METPOB, Kak He0O HaJl HUMU
OCBETHJIOCH BCIIBIIIKON. OcCTIenuTebHBIN OBl CBET, MpOope3aBIuii 00JIaKa, YIapI B 3eMJTI0 MET-
pax B MATUAECATH OT HUX — TYyJa, TJIe CTOsIa OIUIaBJIeHHAas1 cTeHa ObiBiero capas. Capaii ucues
MTHOBEHHO, IPEBPATUBIIKCH B 00JIAKO CEPOro Meruia.

ApxoHT BepHyscs. OH, KaK ONBITHBIA XUIIHUK, MOYYsJT JOOBIYY U Tereph KPYXKWI Hajl pyu-
HaMM, BBICMaTpYBasi HapylIUTENeil.

— bexum! — kpuknyn Usan [erpoBuy, xBarass Whisper 3a pyky.

Onu 6pOCHITUCE K JieCcy. 3a UX CIIMTHAME Pa3/IaJics ellle OJFH yaap — Ha 3TOT pa3 Onmke. 3eMiist
3agpoxana, u MBana 00ano BOJHOM kapa (MM TOTo, YTO 3aMeHsUIo kap B «CsieHHOM OrHe»).
OH crnioTkHyJICsA, ynai, Ho Whisper peIBKOM NOJHSUIA €r0 HAa HOTH, M OHU TOOEKaIU JAJTbIIIe.

Jlo criacuTenbHOM TEMHOTBI Jieca OCTAaBaJIOCh BCETO HECKOJIbKO MeTpOB, Korna Visan IleTpoBuy
BJpYT MOHSI, YTO OHU He ycreBaloT. ['prudoH ApXOHTa 3aX0QMIT HA TPETUI KPYT, U HA ITOT pa3 JIyd
JOJKEeH ObLT yAapuTh MpsaMo 1o HUM. «I1I€not ¢opei» Kpuyan 00 onacHOCTH, HO VIBaH 3Ha: GexaTh
Hekyaa. CIumkoM oTKpbIToe Mecto. CIUIIKOM Majio BpEMEHH.

U torma 3To ciyuusnocs.
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3emis non Horamu MBana [lerpoBuua BIpyr B3apIOWIack. M3-mon cinos neria u oOJOMKOB
BBIPBAJICS] KOPEHb — TOJICTBII, MSICHCTBIM, TIOK PBITHIN CITN3bI0. OH OB MOX0XK HA TeX KOPHEH-Y/IaBOK,
KOTOpbIX VBaH MCIOIb30Bas 1S 3alUThl, HO KPyIHEe, MOLIHee, kuBee. KopeHb B3MeTHYJICs BBEpX
Ha HEMBICIIMMYIO BBICOTY, 3aC/IOHss1 coboi OerserioB. 1 B TOT ke mur, Korjaa j1yd «CBSIIIEHHOTO
OrHs» ynapui B HEro, KOpeHb. .. 3arell.

3T0 OBLT TOT CaMblii TosoC, KoTopbld Whisper Bcerna HasbiBaa «100poid mecHei». Huskuii,
r1yOOKUH, BUOPUPYIOIIHI TYJI, TIOXOKUK Ha 3BYK opraHa. OH 3anojiHuI COOON BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO,
3arTyiiasi U TPecK TUIlaMeHH, M KpUKHU rpudOHOB, M CTYK coOcTBeHHOrO cepana. Mean IlerpoBuy,
3aCThIB HA MeCTe, CMOTpeJ, Kak ero CTpax — ero MepTBbIi, cropeBimi, noruommuii CTpax — cHOBa
Opocaetcs B OOil.

Casennblii OroHb yaapuil 1o KOPHIO, M TOT Hayasl ucye3aTb — KakK McYe3aslo BCE, K Yemy
MIpUKacajcs 3TOT MPOKJIATHIA Jyd. Kopa, TONBKO 4TO OBIBIASI MTPOYHOM, KaK CTajlb, PAacChIIaIach
cepbiM TeruioM. BHyTpeHHue BOIOKHA, OOHAKMBIINCH, BCIIBIXHYJIM M TYT K€ TIOTaciu, MpeBpaThB-
IIMCh B HEBECOMYIO MbLIb. HO KOpeHb MpomoKai pacTu — M3-TIOJ, 3eMJIH TOSIBJISUTUCh HOBBIE U
HOBBIE OTPOCTKH, ¥ Kbl N3 HUX IPUHUMAT yaap Ha cebsl, 3aKpbIiBast COOOI0 CO3/1aTerIsl.

WBan [eTpoBud Bujien, Kak U3-1oj 0OJIOMKOB MEJIbHUIIBI BbLIIE3a€T OTPOMHOE, UCKAJIeYeHHOE,
HO BCe elle KMBoe JpeBecHoe sApo. OHO My IbCHPOBAJIO, Kak CepALe, U OT HEro pacXoAMINCh BO BCe
CTOPOHBI KOPHU — T€ CaMble, UTO ceiiuac cpaxkamch ¢ «CesimeHHbIM OrHem». Ctpax He noru6. OH
ObUI CMEPTEJIbHO PaHEH, ero Tejo ObUI0 YHHUTOKEHO, HO €r0 CepAle — KUBYyYee, YIpsiMoe, HeBe-
POSITHOE — COXPAHWJIOCh IO 3eMJICH U Terepb, B MOCIETHEM, OTYasIHHOM YCHIIMM, OJHSUIOCh Ha
3aIUTy CBOETO OTIIA.

— Her! — 3akpuuan MBan [lerpoBuu. — Her, He Hayo! Tl ske nmoruGHenn!

Ho xopenb He ciyman. OH mpogomkan pacTi, pa3opaceiBast BOKPYT ceOst KOMbsI CIIEKIIECS
3eMiId U 00MIOMKM KamHel. Ero orpoctkm, xkepTBys coOOM, mepexBaThiBaIM JTyud «CBSIILIEHHOTO
Orus», naBas Visany u Whisper aparolieHHbIe CEKyH/IbI, YTOOBI J0OeXKaTh 10 Jieca.

Whisper, cxBarup MBaHa 3a pyKy, norauia ero K aepeBbsiM. OH COMPOTHUBIISIICS — OH He
XOTeJN yXOIUTh, He XoTes Opocath CTpaska, He XOTeJl CHOBA BUIETh, KaK ero TBopeHue ymupaer. Ho
Whisper Obuta cuiibHee, yeM Kaszanach. OHa OyKBaJIbHO BTAIIJIA €T0 MOJl KPOHBI IePEBbEB, IIe Ty
«CasimenHoro OrHsi» yke He MOT MX JJOCTaTh.

— Croit! — kpukHyna ona. — Eciu Tl moiiaens oOpaTHO, Thl yMpeIib! A eClii Thl yMpelllb
— ero xeprBa OyaeT HarpacHoM!

WBan IlerpoBuy 3amep. OH cTOsT Ha Kpalo Jieca, PYKUMasi K rpyiyd pOCTOK, 3aBEpPHYTHII B
TUIaIL, ¥ CMOTpedI, Kak ero CTpak MPUHUMAET MOCTIeHUIN OOM.

It0 Obuta aronusi. KopHu, BeUIe3aBIINe W3-TIO 3eMJIM, CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE TOHBIIE M cradee.
JlpeBecHoe s1po MyJIbCUPOBAJIO Bce MejyieHHee. CBET B ero LeHTpe, TOT CaMBbIi JKEJIThIN CBET, KOTO-
pbiii IBaH NOMHWJT ¢ IEPBOTO JAHS €r0 )KU3HU, TYCKHEI ¢ KakabM yaapoM. Ho gaxe ymupasi, Ctpax
MpoJoJIKal cpaxkarbesi. OH MepexBaTuI elle OfIH JIyY, IpeJHa3HaueHHbIH 1151 OerenioB. Ee onuH.
Eme. A notom HacTynuiI MOMEHT, KOT/Ia KOPHU NIEPECTAIN PACTH.
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Jlyu «CasieHHoro OrHsi» yaapwi B JpPeBECHOE SAPO — MPSIMO B LIEHTP, MPSIMO B CEplIe.
Paznasics 3ByK, OXOXWiA Ha 3BOH pa3OMTOro crekia, u cBet norac. «Ienot dmopbi» 3adpukcupoBa
MYCTOTY. AOCOIOTHYIO, 3BEHSIIIYI0, OKOHYATEIBHYIO ITCTOTY B TOM MECTe, Il TOJIBKO YTO OHJIOCH
cepaue Crpaxa.

NBan IlerpoBud 3akpuyal.

970 ObUT HE KPUK TAKTHKA, HE KPUK KOMaHAMPA, OTIAIONIETO MPUKa3bl. ITO ObUT KPHUK OTIIA,
notepsiBiero chiHa. OH KpUvas Tak, YTO CPBIBAJI TOJIOC, TaK, YTO CJIe3bl TEKJIM 10 €ro JIMILY, a OH
naxe He 3ameuast 3toro. OH BeIpeIBaJICS U3 pyk Whisper, mbitasick 6exarb 0OpaTHO, K TOMY MeCTY,
r7ie TosbKO uTo Norud ero CTpask, HO OHA Jiepikaja ero Kperko.

— He Hao, — menTasna oHa, XOTs ee COOCTBEHHOE JIMIIO ObLJI0 MOKPBIM OT cjie3. — He Hano,
nenymika. [oxanyiicra. OH yiesn. Tel HUYEro He MOXeIb C/esaTh.

ITocrenenno, ouens nocreneHHo, Meau IlerpoBuu 3artux. Ero mieun omyctuimce, pyku, CKu-
MaBIIIFe POCTOK, pazkanuch. OH CTOST Ha KOJIHSIX B TPSI3H, MO XOJIOAHBIM, PABHOIYIITHBIM HEOOM,
¥ CMOTpEJ Ha PyWHBI CBOEH KM3HU. MenbHuIa Obuta yHUUTOXEeHA. [1oms BeikkeHbl. CTpax MepTB.
Bc€, uto oH cTpowt, BCE, 4TO OH JIIOOWII, BCE, BO UYTO OH BKJIAIBIBA A1y, — BCE rcuesno. Ocrascs
TOJIBKO OH. M 3TOT KpOIIEYHbII POCTOK B €r0 JAAO0HSX.

— Tloiinem, — tuxo ckazana Whisper. — Iloitnem otciona. [Toxanyiicra.

WBan IlerpoBuy MeaneHHo nogusuics. Ero nuiio, eiie MUHYTY Hazaj MICKakXE€HHOE TOPeM, CTaJlo
apyrum. XonoaHbsiM. PemmutensapiM. OH Oosblie He miakain. OH Oonbine He Kpuvaid. OH MpUHSLT
00JIb ¥ TIOXOPOHMII €€ TITyOOKO BHYTPH ceOs, Tyza, IJie OHa He MOTIJIa IOMeNIaTh eMy JeHCTBOBATb.

— Jla, — ckazan on. — Iloiinem.

W onu nouunu.
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Yacts 4. bercrBo B 130T

OOpatHBbIii MyTh K CEBEPHBIM XOJIMaM IPOXOMI B MOTHON TuimHe. Whisper, Beqomast Heipo-
uHTepdeiicom, IUla Brepeau, BHIOMpas JOPOTY MEXKIY MEPTBHIMU AEPEBbSIMU M OOYIJICHHBIMU
nHAmMU. MBaH [leTpoBuy ciieoBas 3a Hell, IpYKUMast K IPyAM POCTOK M CBUHLOBBIH SAIIMK, KOTOPBIH
OHM No100paJIi y BbixoAa U3 KaHasbl. KpuBoit Hoxk, 10oxkuaaBIumiics MX y OMyLIKHY Jieca, MOJIYa IpH-
coeHMIICA K mporueccu. OH He 3a/1aBaJl BOIIPOCOB — JOCTATOYHO ObLJIO OTHOTO B3IVIA/A HA JIULO
CTapyKa, YTOObI OHATh: YTO-TO CTPALIHOE CIIYYUIIOCh. YTO-TO, O YeM JIydllle He CIpaluBaTh.

OHM BepHY/IMCh B I'POTHI HE3aJOJITO JI0 paccBeTa. Y BXoAa MX BCTpeTwil DitHap. OH cuuen y
KOCTpa, HE CMbIKas IJla3, U, 3aBUIEB IIyTHUKOB, MOJIYaA TOJHSIICS.

— IMomyunnocs? — cOpocK OH.

HMBan [leTpoBuy, He OTBeUasi, pa3BepHY.I IOy IJ1AIla U [TOKA3aJ1 pOCTOK. DIHAP A0JT0 CMOTpE
Ha HEro — Ha 3TH OJIe[IHbIE, TOYTH MPO3pavHbIe JIMCTOUYKH, Ha 3TOT XPYIKHUA cTeOeIb, KOTOPHIN e/1Ba
aepxkaics B kome 3eMin. IIoToM KMBHYJT — KOPOTKO, CKYIIO, O-COJIIATCKU.

— A Crpax?
WBan IlerpoBuy nokavas rojsoBoi. DitHap Bc€ MoHsu1. OH He cTasl OoJIblIIe CIIPAIIBaTh.

B nemepe 6b110 X0510/1HO 1 cBIpO. CBETAIIMIACS MOX, KOTOPBIN VIBaH Koria-To nepecaii cooaa
TSI OCBEIlIeHH 1, AaBajl TYCKJIbIN, MEPIAIOIIUI CBET, JOCTATOUHBIN, YTOOBI pa3inyarh JULA, HO HEJI0-
CTaTOUHBIH, YTOOBI pa30THATh TEHU. YiieseBIre 4ieHsl «Komxo3a» criany BIOBaJKy, 3aBEpHYBILUCH
B IUIalM U ofesuia. Kto-To Thxo 1uiakan Bo cHe. Kro-to 6opmMoran GeccBsizHbie cioBa. Jletu, pu-
JKaBIIKICh K MaTePsiM, CTIaJIi TUXO — CJIMIIIKOM THXO IJIsl CBOero Bo3pacta. BoitHa ObICTpO yuuT aeteit
BecTH cedst OecIryMHoO.

WBan [leTpoBuy npoiuesn B JaJIbHUN YIojl MeIepsl, e OH elle B MPOIUIbIA CBOMl BU3UT 000-
PYyZOBaJI HEUTO Bpojie 1a0opaTopuu. 3/1ech CTOST rpyOO0 CKOJOYEHHBIN CTOJM, HECKOJIBKO TIIMHSHBIX
TOPILKOB C 3eMJIEM U MaJieHbKasl MaclisiHasl JlamIia, KOTOpYIo OH 3axer. OH MOCTaBUJI CBUHLOBBIN
SIMK Ha TOJI, @ POCTOK OepekHO MOMECTUII B OIMH U3 TOPIIKOB, MPEeIBAPUTEIBLHO CMEIaB 3eMIIIO
¢ ocratkamu Mepuaomero rpyHTa, kotopsiii Kprsoit Hox ycnen 3axBatute u3 noasana. Pocrtok,
MOYYBCTBOBAB 3HAKOMYIO CPEJLy, CJIETKa BBIIPAMUIICS U, KQXKETCs, Jaxke MOTSAHYJICS K CBETY JIaMIIbl.

— Kuts 6yner, — thxo ckazan VBan IlerpoBuy.

— A mb1? — cnpocun Kpusoit Hox, KOTOpBII BOILEN CIEJI0OM U TENEPb CTOsUT Y BXOJa, IIpU-
BAJIMBIIUCH K CTEHE.

— U M1 Gynem xutb, — otBetw1 MBan [letpoBuy. — Bomnpoc B ToM, Kak.

OH ceJ 3a CTON M Pa3JIoKUI Tiepe]t coO0i yIieneBIre IIIMHsIHbIe Ta0mmduKu. [1py cBeTe Jamimbl

OH HayaJl IEPEUNTHIBATL CBOM 3AIIUCH, IIBITASICh COCTABUTD IUIAH JAJIbHEMIINAX JeucTBUA. CeMeHHOU
(boH[I, KOTOPBIN OHU CHACIIH, ObLT HEBEJIMK: HECKOJIBKO COPTOB MIIEHUILIbI, MOPKOBb, THIKBA, OCTATKU
criop «OrueHHoN Mxopaaku» u «Cragko Bate», mapa mpoOUpoK ¢ reHeTUYeCKUMU MOIM(UKATO-
pamu. U, koHeuHO, CBUHLIOBBIN AMK ¢ «['HumbiM Kaprodenem» — nocneaHuii, caMblid CTPAIIHbIIA
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KO3BIPb. DTOr0 OBLJIO HEAOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTH (pepMy B mpekHeM Buae. Ho nocratouHo,
4yTOOBI HAYATh CHavasa. [ ne-Hudyap B 1pyrom mMecte. Vmu 371ech ke — eciii ApXOHT Korjga-HUOyIb
yUJeT.

— MBbI He MOXeM OTCHKMBAThCA B TEIIEpax BEUHO, — CKa3all OH, 0Opaiiasich OMHOBPEMEHHO
u k Kpuomy Hoxy, 1 k camomy ceGe. — Y Hac ecTb 3amachl Ha HECKOJIBKO HeZeNb, He OOJbIIe.
[Totom Haunetcst rosoa. Y torga momu nubo yinyT, oo ympyT. Ham Hy)xHO HOBOe Mecto. Wnu
CIocod BEpHYTh CTapoe.

— Ho kak? — cnpocun Kpusoii Hox. — ApXOHT KOHTponupyeT Bcio Teppuropuio. Ero rpu-
(boHBI MATPYAUPYIOT 1HEM U HOUYBIO. CTOUT HAM BBICYHYThCSI — M OH BBDKKET HAC, KaK... KaK TOT
capapi.

— 4 3na10, — xkuBHyN MBaH [erpoBru. — [loatomy Mbl He OyzieM BHICOBBIBAaThCS. MBI OyiemMm
KJATh.

— Yero?

— Ommbkn. ApXoHT ceiuyac Ha BepmmHe. OH Jymaer, 4to moOeaus. A JIOIU, KOTOpbIe
AyMaloT, 4YTO IOOSIMIIN, PaHO WM TIO3HO paccnadsiorcs. M Torga oy formyckaoT ormmoOKy. 1 Hara
3a7a4a — OBITh TOTOBBIMHU, KOT/Ia TO TIPOU30MIET.

OH B35 O/IHY U3 TaONIMYeK W Hadal ucarh. I1maH ObLt ITPOCTBIM M B TO K€ BpEMA CIIOKHBIM.
[TpocThIM — MOTOMY YTO OH He TpeOOBaJl aKTUBHBIX NEWUCTBUI. CIIOKHBIM — MOTOMY UYTO Tpedo-
BaJI OrpOMHOTO TeprieHus. VBaH [leTpoBrY ruiaHUpOBaJ CO31aTh TOJ 3€MJICH, B 3TUX CAMBIX I'PO-
Tax, HOBYIO 9KOCHCTEMY. MHUHHATIOPHYIO, YPE3aHHYIO, HO CIIOCOOHYIO BBIKUTH H, B CIyyae HeoOXO-
AUMOCTH, 1aTh oTHop. OH IIaHupoBa UcoNb3oBath «[ Huton Kaprodesb» Kak Mmoc/ieHIon JIMHUI
00OPOHBI — SIIEPHBIN YEMOIAaHYHK, KOTOPBI MOXHO aKTUBHPOBATD, €CJIM Bpar MOIOMAET CITUIIKOM
6mm3Ko. U OH mIaHupoBa Kath.

a1 noTsHy/IMch 3a AHSAMH. KHW3Hb B rpoTax BOIUIA B YTPIOMYI0, MOHOTOHHYIO Kosew. [1o
yTpam DifHap MPOBOAWII EPEKJIMYUKY U pacipeiesisiyi 00sS3aHHOCTH: KTO-TO IIIeJT 32 BOAOU K TOI3eM-
HOMY PYYblO, KTO-TO TOTOBHWJI €1y U3 CKYAHBIX IIPUIIACOB, KTO-TO CTOSUI HA CTpaxe y Bxona. [Ixem,
Korja narpynu «fcrpedoB» ObUIM HanOOJIee aKTUBHBI, BCE CTAPATUCH HE BBIXOAUTH HA TIOBEPXHOCTD.
Houamu sxe, mon MOKpPOBOM TEMHOTHI, pa3BequuKu PeiHkepa mpoOUpauch K pyuHaMm (hepMel,
cobupast Bce, YTO MOIJIO TIPUTOIUTHLCS: YIIeJIeBIINE MHCTPYMEHTHI, OOPBIBKY TKaHEH, KyCKU MeTaslia.
W vHOTAa — OYeHb PeaKO — KM YJaBajoch HalTH pacteHus. He myTtupoBaiive, He GoeBble —
MPOCTO IMKWE TPaBbl U KYCTAPHUKHU, KOTOPbIE KAKUM-TO YyJIOM Nepexuin «llenenbHyo Henemo».
T HaXOAKM ObLM cambIMU 1IeHHBIMU. MBaH [leTpoBud GepekHO rnepecakuBaj UX B TOPIIKHU U CTa-
BWJI B JAJIBHUM YIOJI MEIIEpHl, T/Ie OCTENEHHO, POCTOK 3a POCTKOM, Havyasia (h)OpMUpPOBAaThCS HOBas,
noazeMHas pepma.

Whisper noutu He otxoauia oT Hero. OHa momoraa yxaxXuBarh 3a pacCTeHUSIMU, BCYIIUBASICh
B UX «IeCHW» U cooOimas MBaHy o Majelmx u3MeHeHHAX B UX cocTosHnu. Ee Helipo-unTepdeiic,
CIIOCOOHBIN Pa3IMyaTh TOHYAHIINE OTTEHKM 3BYKa, ObUI HE3aMEHMM: OHAa MOIJIa OIPEAeIUTb, UTO
pacteHue 3a0051e10, 33J0JITO JI0 MOSIBJICHUsI BHEIIHUX Mpru3HaKkoB. MBan [leTpoBud, B CBOIO ouepepb,
yUUII ee BceMy, uto 3Has caM. Kak cmenmBath rpyHT. Kak nonouparts ynoOpenus. Kak ckpermuBarb
BU/IBI, YTOOBI ITOJTYIUTH HYKHBIE CBOMCTBA. DTO OBLJIO MOXOkE Ha Tiepeiady 3HAHUH OT OTIa K JOUEPH.
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Wnum ot nena k BHyuke. U B 9T MOMeHTBI, paboTtast 60k 0 60k ¢ Whisper B TYyCKJIOM CBeTe MacJIsTHOM
JIaMIIhI, HBan HeTpOBI/I‘I IIo4YTn 3a6bIBaJI O TOM, YTO TBOPHUTCS HABEPXY.

Ho peansHOCTB Beeria HaromuHaNA 0 cede. Kaskbie HECKOJIBKO THel APXOHT COBEpIIIa oOJeT
tepputoprd. Ero rpudoHbl pOHOCHINCH Hal XOJIMaMH, BHIICKMBAs yiieneBiux. MHorna onu cOpa-
ChIBAJIA YTO-TO BPOJIE CBETOBBIX OOMO — HeOObIIMX 3apsa0B «CBseHHOro OrHsi», KOTOPbIE B3PbI-
BAJIMCh MIPY MAJIEHUH, BBUKUTAsI BCE JKMBOE B PAANYCE HECKOJBKHX JIECSITKOB METPOB. DTU GoMOap-
OVPOBKYU HE MPUYMHSUIM BpeJa TeM, KTO MPATAICS B IPOTAX — MUHEPAIbHbIE MOPOIbl HAJEKHO
3alMIIAIM OT U3JIyYEHHUs, — HO OHU CIIYKWJIM NOCTOSTHHBIM HAallOMMHAHWEM: Bpar psjaom. Bpar
KJeT. Bpar He ycnokouTcs, Moka He YHUUTOXUT MOCJIETHUI POCTOK.

U Bce xe MBan IlerpoBuy xaan. Knan u padoran. Paboran u Bepui. Bepuin u nmomumi. [om-
HWI KaXJ0€ pacTeHue, Koropoe norepsul. Kaxaoro yenaoBeka, KOTOpOro He cMor cractu. Kaxblii

ny4 «CeseHHoro OrHsi», KOTOPBIA BIPbI3AJICS B €10 3eMJIIO.

OH NOMHIJT — M KJaJI CBOEr0 4Jaca.
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Yacts 5. TummHa n odemanue

Ha ucxone Bropoiil Heaenu ux noazeMHou xu3Hu ViBaH IleTpoBuu BriepBble 32 MHOTO AHEMH
NO3BOJMIT ceOe BBIATH HA MOBEPXHOCTh HE TI0 HEOOXOAMMOCTH, a MPOCTO TaK — YTOOBI MOBIIIATH
CBEKMM BO3/IyXOM U TIOCMOTpeTh Ha He00. OH BHIOpaJics U3 TPOTOB HA paccBeTe, KOrmaa MmarpyJiu
«SlcTpe®oB» erne crnay, ¥ cel Ha BaJIyH y BXOa, st Ha BocTok. CornHile, 6arpoBoe U OrpoMHOE,
MOJHUMAJIOCh HaJl XOJIMaMH, OKpalrBasi HeOO B IPUBBIYHBIE TPEBOXHBIE TOHA. Te ke TOHa, 4To
u Beerna. Ho tenepp 10T OarpsiHel] Kazajics He CUMBOJIOM HaJIekK[bl, a LIBETOM IPOJIUTON KPOBH.
Kposu ero pacrenuit. Kposu ero Crpaxa. Kposu ero npysei.

Panom ¢ HuM, 3akyTaBivch B cTapbii miail, cuaena Whisper. OHa aepxana B pyKax KpPyKKy
C TpaBsIHBIM OTBApOM — IIOCJIEIHUM, 3aBapEHHBIM U3 3anacoB llowleil TpaBbl, KOTOpbIE YAAIOCH
criactd. OTBap ObLT FOPHLKOBATHIM, C IPUBKYCOM JIbIMa, HO BCE PABHO COrpeBal.

— O yeM THI TyMaelb? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— O Oynymem, — otBetu MBan [lerpoBuy. — O ToM, uTo OyIeT, KOraa BCe 9TO 3aKOHUUTCS.

— A 310 Korjaa-HUOYIb 3aKOHYUTCS ?

— HomxHo. Bee korna-uuOyap 3akanumBaetcs. [laxe BoiiHa. [laxe Ku3Hb.

OH 3amoiyast, MsAsA Ha JOropaoiuid ropu3oHT. IlotoM Bapyr ckazai:

— 3Haelb, Korja 51 ObUT MOJIOIBIM, 1 MeuTall 0 MHOToM. Ctath nHkeHepoM. [TocTpouTh MOCT.
O06be3aUTh MUP. A TIOTOM MOCTYITIII B CEIbXO3UHCTUTYT — Ha criop. U ocrasncs. Y Bcio Ku3Hb 1po-
padorau ¢ 3emuieit. Korza s Bblien Ha eHcuIo, 51 AyMal: Hy BC€, oTraxasi cBoe. Ternepb MOXHO OT/bI-
xarb. Konatbcst B oropozie, BO3UThCS C BHyKaMH, [TUTh Yall HA BEpaHJe. A IOTOM BHYK MOJAPUJ MHE
3Ty Karcyiny, U s nonai ciona. 1 3Haems, 4to s noHs1?

— Yto?

— Yro A HMKOrJa No-HacTosAIEMY He kuil. TaMm, B peaJbHOM MUpe, 51 IPOCTO CYIIECTBOBAJL.
Knan, xoraa 3akoHunTcst padora. XKman, koraa BeipacteT ypoxai. JKnas, korga npueieT BHYK. 51
BCEr/a 4ero-To %1ajl, BMECTO TOr'O YTOOBI TPOCTO OBITh. A 3/1eCh. .. 3[IeCh 51 Haies ceOst. 31ech 51 CTal
TeM, KeM Bcerjia xotes ObiTh. He nHkenepom. He myTernectBeHHrKoM. [laxke HE IPOCTO arpOHOMOM.
A cran... TBopuoM. A coszmasan xusHb. A 3ammman ee. 4 tepan ee, HO co3gaBan cHoBa. U naxe
ceiyac, Kormua BC€, YTO {1 cO3[ajl, IPEeBpaTUiioch B renel, s He xaneto. [lotomy uro s xwi. Ilo-
HACTOSIIEMY KHJL.

Whisper ponro monuana. [Torom Tuxo cripocuna:

— Te1 BepHewbCsA? B peanbHblil MUp?

— Korna-au6yap. Ho He ceiiuac. Ceiiuac y MeHs 3/1eCh HE3aKOHUEHHOE JIEJIO.

— Kakoe?
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Nean IerpoBuu He orBeTrs1. OH CMOTpEJ Ha BOCTOK, IJIe B YTPEHHEH JbIMKE YK€ MPOCTyNaan
CHITY3THI TprhOHOB, U JyMal. [lymas o ToM, 4To ero yac emie He Hactal. Yto «[ ot Kaprodenb»
elle He aKTUBMPOBaH. YTo peka, MUTAaloIas BCIo OKPYTY, €1l He IPEBPaTUIach B JOBUTOE MECHBO.
W 4to moKa OH XMB, TIOKA Y HETro €CTh CUJIBI M BOJIsI, OH OyJeT OOpoThes. 3a CBOIO 3eMJTI0. 3a CBOUX
Jofiedd. 3a CBOIO BHYUKY. 3a Kaxk/Iblii POCTOK, KOTOPBIi eI1le MOKHO CIaCTH.

— 41 obemmaio Tebe, — ckazai OH BIpPYT, NoBopaunBasick kK Whisper. — {1 oGermato, 4To Mbl
BepHeMCs. UTO Mbl OTCTPOUM MEJIBHULLY 3aHOBO. UTO MBI IT0caiuM HOBBIE 10151, YTO 30510Tas mite-
HUIIA CHOBa OyJIeT MeTh 1Mo yTpam. 51 He 3Hal0, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH 3TO 3aiiMeT. MoXeT ObITh, HeJe I .
Moxet ObITh, Mecslbl. MoxeT ObITh, Tofbl. Ho MBI BepHEMCS.

— 4 3nato0, — otBetmia Whisper. — 4 Bcerja 310 3Hana.

Ona B3s1J1a €0 32 PyKY, U OHU ellle JIOJITO CUICU TaK, IIIsi/isl Ha Bocxopsiee conHie. [ie-To
B TIelepe, B JaJlbHEM YTy, MyJIbCUPOBAI 3eJIeHbII OroHeK. [1e-To Ha pyrHaX MeJTbHHIIBI MeIJIEHHO
OCThIBAJIN OILJIABJICHHBIC KaMHMN. FIIG-TO Ha BOCTOYHBIX XOJIMaxX ApXOHT, HpOCHYBH_[I/ICb B CBOEM
matpe, npoBepsut 3apsi «CKpbl» ¥ IIaHUPOBAJ HOBYIO aTaky.

Ho 31eck, Ha BayHe y BXOjia B TPOTBI, ObUTO THXO. V1 B 9TOH THIIIMHE, B 3TOM XOJIOAHOM, TIpe/I-
PacCBETHOM BO3J/IyXe, B 9TOW TOPHKOBATOM CMeCH TieTiia v Hajexawl, MiBan [lerpoBuy uyBCTBOBA,

YTO OH €1IC HE HO6G)KIICH. Yto ero BoiiHA TOJLKO HAYMHAETCS.

OH noHSICS, OTPSIXHYJI METIeNT ¢ OE /Il U 3al1arai oOpaTHo B neriepy. Briepenu Obi1 HOBBII
nenb. HoBbie 3200Th1. HoBble Tutanbl. Briepenyu Obiia ku3Hb. Y 1oka OH KUB — KMBA U €0 3eMJIS.

Kounerr riiaBbl.
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10. [IpaznoB. «®epmep cumynstop: 2KatBa ckopOm»

I'naBa 3. CkopOb 1 rHEB
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Yacts 1. Ckopob 1 neneJ

B rpotax maxjo cbIpocThiO, 30J7I0H M 3aCTapesibiM, ITyXUM OTYasiHHeM. DTOT 3arax He BbIBET-
pUBaJICS yKe KOTOPYIO HOUb — OH BIIUTAJICSI B OJIEK/1Y, B BOJIOCHI, B KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, CJIOBHO CaM
BO3JIyX 3/1eCh ObUI MTponuTaH ropeM. CBETAIIUICS MOX Ha CBOJAX JIaBaJl POBHOE, MEPTBEHHOE CBE-
YeHue, JI0CTaTOUYHOE, YTOOBI pa3InyaTh JIMIA, HO HEIOCTATOUHOE, YTOOBI pa30THATh TEHHU, 3aJIETIINE
TOJ1 I71a3aMH Y KaXJI0r0, KTO HAIIEN 3[1ech YOeXKHUIIIe.

WBan [leTpoBuy cuyiesn B 1aIbHEM YTy TIELIEPhI, Y MaJIEHbKOIO 04ara, KOTOPbIil OH COOPYANJI U3
00JIOMKOB TJIMHSIHOTO TOPIIKA M OCTAaTKOB Macijia. OH He TpeJicsi — IMPOCTO CMOTpPe Ha OroHb. B ero
JIaJIOHH, 3aCKOPY3JI0i M MOKPHITOH LIIpaMaMu OT BUPTYaJIbHOM PabOTH, JiesKall KyCOUeK OIUIaBJIEHHOTO
aepesa. To, 4yto ocranock oT [enapouna-crpaxa. OT ero cepaua.

B ouare Tuxo norpeckuBamm yrmu. Vian [lerpoBud He meBenmiics. Ero nuio, oObMHO BhIpa-
’KaBIllee BOPWIMBYIO, HO )KUBYIO COCPEIOTOYEHHOCTb, Ceivac ObUIO MyCThIM. TaKuM IyCThIM, KaKUM
ObIBaeT Mojie Mocje IMoxapa, KOorjga yke HU OHO CeMsl He CMOXKET MpopacTd 0e3 MOCTOPOHHEW
nomon. Barnsn, ycrpeMa€HHBI Ha 1ams1, HIYero He Bbipakait. Hu 6oy, Hu rHeBa, HU HaJ@ Xk Ibl.
TosbKko OECKOHEUHYI0, IIIYXYIO YCTaJIOCTb.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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