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A. CepebOpsikoBa. «CeBepHasi KpOBb»

Anna CepeOpsikoBa
CeBepHas KpOBb

IIpoJior

Eii 6but0 cemb, Korma oHa Hania ux. Mawma Jiexxaiia Ha KpoBaT, nara — psiaoM. OHU ObLTH
BMecTe J1axe B 9ToM. KaTs noHsiia He cpasy, UTO OHM MEPTBBl — B CEMb JIET YK€ 3Haelllb, YTO TaKoe
CMepTb, HO HE BEpHILIb, YTO OHA MOXKET BOMTHU B TBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO Beph. OHA MPOCTO cena Ha Mo
Y CTaJsia kKAaTh, KOTJa MaMa | Mara MpOCHYTCS.

HompaGoTHUIIA TPUIILIA CIOYCTS IIeCTh YacoB, €€ KPUK ObLIT MPOH3UTELHBIM U BIUCAJICS B
namsATh KaTu Kak 1mramin 370Belero yxaca.

[Totom ObuUTH TIOXOPOHBI, Yyskue Kare yioau, MHOrO CTpaHHBIX M HE MOHSITHBIX CJIOB, CaMa ke
Kars crosina y rpo6a ¢ mpsMoii CIMHOM ¥ CyXUMH T71a3aMu. KTO-TO Ha3Basl €€ «CHJIbHBIM JUTEM», a
KTO-TO — «OeTHOM cpoTKO#». OHa xe He OblJla HU TOU, HH JAPYTOH.

Poaurenu ObuM pectaBpaTtopamu, roCyJapCTBEHHBIE 3aKa3bl, 3aKPHIThie OOBEKTHI, PACKOIKH,
BETXMe ycapObl Ha ceBepe. [[yisi BHEIIHEro Mypa OHY ObUTH CIICIIMAJTHCTHI [0 CTAPUHE SKCTpa-KJiacca.
Joma ObIBaM peaKo, a KOrja BO3BpAIllAIMCh, TO MPUBO3WIN SIIIUKY, MAXHYIIME 3eMJIEH U Bpeme-
HeM. Karg He 3HaJjla, 4TO B 3THUX AIIMKaX, €l He MoKaspiBaid. Ho uHOrma mo HoyaM M3 KaOMHETa
Marepu IpoOUBaICs CBET, M CKBO3b HEIJIOTHO MPHUKPHITYIO IBEPh JIOHOCUIICS HIENOT, KOTOpbii Kars
He MOHUMAJIa, HO KOTOPbIN 3aCTaBJIST BO3AYX APOKATh.

OHa He 11aKaJsa, Korjaa poauTesy ye3xKalli, He CKyJalia, KOrja OHY He 3BoHWIM. K cemu rogam
OHAa Hay4yWJIach KUTh C BAKYyMOM BHYTPH TakK, KaK *KHUBYT C XPOHUYECKOH OOJIE3HBIO, IPUIITYyIAs
CHMIITOMBI ¥ U30erasi pe3KUX JIBUKCHUI.

Ponureneit He crano BHe3arnHo. OHU yMep/u BIBOEM TaK, KaK - OyATO MPOCTO PEIININ HE BO3-
BpaIlaThCSl C OYEPETHOTO OOBbEKTA, OCTABUB MPEICMEPTHYIO 3aMUCKY, B KOTOPOUl He ObLIO HU CJIOBA
o pouepu. TobKO cyxue pacriopsiKeHHs U Ipock0a HUKOTO HE BUHUTD.

Térka odopmuiia oreky ObICTPO, 3aTeM Takxke ObIcTpo oTnaia KaTio B maHCHOH, 3aTeM ObLT
TEXHUKYM, ChEMHasl KBapTHpa, padota odunmantkoil. lllectHaanare geT npoluy Kak OIuH JOITUN
cepblil 1eHb. Y Bc€ 3T0 BpeMmsi Ijie-To Ha ceBepe, B Moceke ¢ HazBaHueM benbie Kimouu, cros nom,
o kotopoM Kats mpakTiyecku HU4Yero He 3Haja.

B aBaauate Tpu roga oHa Moyvusia KJo4d oT OaHKOBCKOW sTYEHKU — M0 3aBellaHuIo, O KOTO-
POM paHee eil HUKTO He cooOmai. BHyTpy jiexan KOHBepT ¢ MMChMOM - MAMUH TIOYEPK: OBICTPBIN,
HEPOBHBIN U HE MOXOKUI Ha TOT, KOTOpBIN KaTs Buiena Ha CTapbiX OTKPBITKAX, HO BCE - TAKM MAMUH.
[Tuckmo conepxano Tekct: «Adpec: . c. beavie Katouu. Ycaovoa Cmyoicurvix. Tam mol Hatioéus mo,
umo mul y medst omusiau. Ilpocmu Hac» N CTapblil, KOBaHBIN KJIIOY C PE3HOM T'OJIOBKOM B BUjIE BOJI-
YbEN TOJIOBBI.

Karts cxxana ero B Ky/nake, He TOYyBCTBOBaB HY IHeBa, HU HaIekIbl. TOJIBKO TIIyXoe, TSKENoe
JMOOOIBITCTBO — TO CaMOE, YTO KOTJa-TO 3aCTAaBWJIO CEMUJIETHIO JIEBOYKY CHIETh Ha IOy IIECTh
YacoB U KJaTh, KOTAA POAUTENH MMPOCHYTCs, KOTJa MPOCHYTCS Te, KTO YKe ObLT MEepTB.

OHa exana Ha cesep...
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I'naBa 1. Yyxkoii 1oMm.

ABTOOYC JOBE3 €€ TOJBKO JI0 PAaliOHHOTO 1eHTpa. Jlabiie HaunHaIach cTapast A0pora, pasourast
JIECOBO3aMU M Y3KHUI MOCT, IO KOTOPOMY PEeHCOBBII aBTOOYC IpoexaTh Obl OTKA3aJICs, MapUIPYT €ro
3akoH4nsIcA panbuie. Ho Kare nosesso, My XUk, peICcTaBUBIIMICS DUKO HA CTApOM BHEJIOPOKHHUKE,
BE3 B besnble Kimoun memiku ¢ MyKoii 1 coracuiicst joBectH e€. Bcio mopory oH TpaBui Gafikul mpo
MECTHBIN YKJIaJ ku3HU. OHa €ro He cilyliaa.

Korga onu Bbexasin Ha MOCT, DUKO BAPYT 3amMoT4al v cOaBuil ckopocts. «He 6omch, — ckazal
OH, 3aMeTHB, Kak Kars Buenuiack B cusieHbe. — Peka cerosins ciokoiiHasi. A BOT BECHOM TyT ObIBaeT
He MpoeJelb — 3BEPeeT».

Kars BHUMaresbHO ocMoTpeia B OkHO. Peka He Oblia IMPOKOM, HO M He TeKJIa CIIOKOMHO, KaK
PaBHUHHBIE PEKH, a HAIPOTUB Ooposack. Boia Brpezanack B KaMEHUCThIE Oepera, 3aKpyunBasich B
MaJIeHbKHE BOIOBOPOTHI MEX/1y BaJTyHAMH, BOZIBI €€ ObUTH TEMHBIMH, a y O€peroB Mpo3payHo-sTHTap-
HBIMH, KaK KperKuii 4ail. Bokpyr Mocta peka cJIoBHO crepkuBaiia ce0si, HO UyTh HKE M0 TEUSHHUIO
YK€ pasroHsJ1ach Ha NMOPOrax, v IIyM OTTY/a JOHOCUJICS HU3KU, IPeaypesk JaloIHid.

Uepes nosryaca crapblii BHEJOPOKHUK OCTAHOBUJICS HA LIEHTPAJIbHOH YJIULIE B nocenke «besbie
Kmoun». 1Ko ckazan Kare 4To-T0O Ha npoujaHue U MaxHyB PyKOW B CTOPOHY Jieca yexaJl, pacTBO-
pUBLIKCH B cepoil MopocH. Kars ocranack ctosaTh ogHa. Hu einHOiM ay1m Kpyrom.

JIBajuaTh 1ecTh 4acoB MyTU OHa TpsAciack B noesze 1o Ilerpo3aBoncka, moTtoM B aBToOyce
yepe3 CopraBaily M CTapOM BHEJOPOKHUKE MECTHOTO MYKMKA IO UMEHU DNKO. C KakIpIM 4acoM B
MyTH MUP 32 OKHOM CTaHOBHJICSI BCE Oostee uy:KMM. MeJbKalu COCHBI, BUIHEIMCh 00JI0Ta U BCE 3TO
MOKPBIBAJIO cepoe HeOO, a OHA CHOBA M CHOBA IPOKPYYMBAJIa B TOJIOBE OTHO M TO Ke, He oOparnas
HH Ha YTO BHUMAHUS.

«Tam TbI HAlAEIIb TO, YTO MBI y TeOst oTHsUM. [IpocTr Hac», 3TH ClIOBa B MUChME OCTAJIMCH B
rosioBe y Katu kak Heok1aaHHbIN, HEKJAHHBIN OKJIMK OOJIH O MPOILIOM, KOTOPbIi Hallles1 €€ MMEHHO
B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia, Ka3ajoch Obl, OHa TOJIBKO CIIPABHUJIACH CO CBOel Ooibio. OHa BIyMbIBasIach B
CMBICJT HATMCAHHOT'0, HO CEepALIe KOIOTUIJIOCh ¥ 1yBCTBA KOMUJIMCh KOMKOM I7IE-TO B TOpJIe, BBUIMBASCh
ropeyblo BO PTY, a MaJIbIbl CAaMH COOOM CXKMMAJM Kpail KOHBEpTa TakK, 4To Oymara CMsiach.

Ho rze-to riyGxe, MMEHHO TaMm, KyZia OHa caMa OosiIach 3aryisigblBaTh, — TEIUTAIACH ApYyrasi
MBICJIb: MOKET ObITh, TaM HANIETCA TOT CaMblil IOKOM, KOTOPBI, Ka3aJl0Ch, OHAa YTpaTuja B CBOEM
cepatLie, e yxke HIeCTHaAaTh JIET KUBET JIMILb MyCTOTA.

Omna exasia 3a OTBETaMH, WM 32 JEHbIAMHU, WU XOTs ObI 32 THIIIMHON — JIPYyrou, He OETOHHOM,
HE TOPOJICKOM, a TOH, B KOTOPOil MOKHO HaKOHeIl yciblmarh ceosi. iHaue oHa He Mora cebe oObsic-
HHTh CBOE pelIeHre OPOCUTh IPUBBIYHYIO )KU3HBb U YeXaTb.

Hagurarop Ha Teneone ymep emmg yac Ha3a]| U MOKa3bIBaJl BMECTO KapThl 3€JICHOBATYIO PSIOb.
B nocénke He ObIIO HU yKazaTelel, HM MPOXOKHUX, TOJIBKO MPU3EMHUCThIE JOMa, TOHYBIINE B TYMaHe
U BeTep, IyAEBIIUI B TPOBOIAX.

U Bcé xe oHa moluia He pa3yMbiBasi, He BeIOMpast HanpasieHus. Horu camu Hecu e€, Jierko,
6e301MO0YHO, KaK eci Obl OHA IIUIa MO KapTe, HAPMCOBAHHOW HE B MaMSTH, a B KPOBU. MUMO
TIOKOCHBIIIMXCSI 3200POB U CTapbIX Oepé3, UbM BETBH CIUIETAINICH HAJl TOJIOBOM B TOJIBIH, YEPHBII CBOI.

B nancmone, nonrumu cepbiMu OyAHSMU, 2 THOTJA ¥ OECCOHHBIMU HOYaMH, OHa PUCOBAJIA JIOM.
OpyH 1 TOT ke JOM, CHOBAa M CHOBA, KOTOPBIM MOABIISUICA BOJIEH NOPbIBA €€ PYKM Ha MOJIAX TETpa-
nei, Ha OOpbIBKax OymMaru, ¥ BHOBb TIOSIBUJICSI Ha 3aIlOTEBILEM CTEKJie aBTOOyca, KOTOPhIN Be3 e€ B
HEU3BECTHOCTb. BBICOKUI, ABYX3TaXKHBII, C PE3HBIM KPBUIBLIOM U KOBAHBIMH BOPOTAMH, HA KOTOPBIX
TeMHeJ rep0, KOTOpPOro oHa He 3Haja. B o6mmem ans Katu 310 6b110 ipocTo nposiBieHue (paHTasuy,
0 4YeM eil paHbllle ¥ TOBOPUJIM BOCIIUTATEM B [TAHCUOHE.
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Tenepb, Korja oHa CBEpHYJIa C IJIABHOW YJIMIIbI HA IIPOCENOYHYIO JOPOTY U YBUJENA B KOHILIE
He€ TEMHBIT CHUTYIT, 3eMJIS YITUIA U3-TIOf] HOT. DTO ObLI OH, TOT CaMBbIii JIOM, OKUBIIHIA U3 € JeTCKUX
PUCYHKOB, BOCKPECILIUI B €€ MaMsITH.

Mypallku CKOJIB3HYJIH 110 KOXe, OT 3aIlsICTUH K TJIeYaM U 3aCThUTH y 3aTbutka. Kats 3amepna,
Ha MTHOBEHbE OHa ObUIa HE B CMJIAX CAENATH 1Al M KaK 3aBOPOKEHHAS CMOTpelia Ha TEMHBIA KaMeHb
CTEeH, Ha Pe3HOE KPbUIbIIO, HA KOBaHbIE BOPOTA C TepOOM, NIeperIeTEHHbIE IMHUU KOTOPOTO CKJIa bl
BAJIMCh B BETBU M 00pa30BhIBIM KpUCTAT. OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK BHYTPH UYTO-TO 33POKAIIO
— HE MBbIC/Ib, HE BOCIIOMUHAHKE, a YTO-TO OoJiee IpeBHee, YTO B HEH KUIJIO0, HO MOJTYAJIO, a Terephb
HaYyaJo MpPOCHINAThCS.

Ona noponuta 6nuke. [IpoBena nanbiiaMu MO KAMHIO, KOTOPBIA ObUT XOJOAHBIM, HO HE MEPT-
BbIM. Tako# xonox ObIBaeT y peku B (heBpaje, HOKPHITOM JIbIOM, HO CKPBIBAIOIIMM KHUBOE TEUCHHUE
T0J1 COOOM.

Kars gocrana kiiou U3 KOHBEpTa, TOT CaMBbIi, TSKENbIN, KOBaHBIN, C PE3HOM T'OJIOBKOM B BUJIE
BOJTUBEi rosioBbl. Kimlou BOIIEN B 3aMOK JIerKo, OyITO ero cMa3bIBaii TOJBKO BYepa. KaTs noBepHy:a
ero M 3amepia, CO CIMHBI OHAa KOTO-TO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, HE YCHBIIIAB HH IIaroB, HU JIBIXaHUs, HO
BO3/IyX BAPYT CTaJ IUIOTHEE, XOJOAHEEe W MYPAIIKHM CKOJNB3HYJIM 1O CIOHMHE OT OIIYIIEHUS YyKOro
npucyTcTBus. Takoro 6JM3KOro, 4to, Ka3ajioch, OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TEIUIO UyKOTO Tela.

Ona pe3ko obepHynack. M3 TymaHa, KOTOPBINA CTEJTHIICS 1O 3eMJIe Y CaMbIX BOPOT, TIPOCTYIIAT
cuiyaT. CHavyasa TOJIbKO TeHb, CTYCTHBIIAsICS Mesky coceH. [I0ToM NOosSIBUIICS BHICOKUI, MOXHATBIH,
C TSOKENBIMU GaOKaMK, BCXPAITHYBILIHMIA U IEPECTYMUBIINI HOTaMU KOHb U BCAJHUK, KOTOPBIA CUIEN
B CeJlJIe HeMOABWKHO, KaK U3BasHKUE, U CMOTPEJI Ha He€ CBepXy BHU3.

OH npocto ObLT 371€Ch, OYATO BBHIPOC M3 TyMaHa, U3 3eMJIM, U3 caMoro Bosayxa. Kars npu-
’Kaja JIaJIoHb K TPYyaH, IJe KOJOTUIOCH CEplle, U 3acTaBuia ce0sl He OTIIATHYThCS. «DTO MPOCTO
MYKYMHA, TIPOCTO BCATHUK, TPOCTO OHA, TOPOACKast Aypa, UCITyTranach COOCTBEHHOW TEHW», YCTIOKO-
nna oHa ce6s1. Ho rae-to BHyTpH, 1o cepaiem, OMIoCh YyBCTBO, MOPOAUBIIEE MBICTb: «OH HEe MOr
TMIOJIONTH TaK TUXO, JIOLIA/b HE MOIJIA MOIONTHU TaK TUXO».

Bcagauk otkuHy KamomoH. CBeTibie BOJIOChl, MOKPBIE OT MOPOCH, I'pyOble YepTHI JIUIA, TOH-
KWiA OeJTblii IpaM HaJl JieBoi OpoBbIo. U cepblie r1a3a, KOTopble CMOTpeM Ha He€ 0e3 MHTepeca u 0e3
MIPUBETCTBUS, & XOJIOJHO OIIEHHUBAs.

— Tot CryxuHa, — ckazan oH. ['onoc HU3KMiA, TpyObIid, C TOW XPUIIOTILION, Kakasi ObIBaeT y
Joae, KOTOpbIe TIPEANOYUTAIOT OOJIbIIe MOTYATh, YeM TOBOPHUTb.

— 1 Kars1, — moripaBujia oHa, B3AEpruBast Mog0OOPOJIOK.

— MHe 1ieBath, Kak Te0s1 30ByT. — OH CKOJIb3HYJT B3MISIOM T10 €€ JIMITY, TIO JeEBON KypTKe,
M0 YeMOJIaHy Ha KOJIECHKax, KOTOPBI OHa MpuKuMaia K cede, kKak nmr. — Jdom CTyXHHBIX He
nponaércs. Hukomy!

OH n€pHYT MOBOIbS M KOHb, CJIETKa MOMSTUBINUCH Ha3al, COPBAJICS MPOYb, PACTBOPSSCH B
TyMaHe TaK ke 0e33By4HO, KaK ¥ MOSBUIICS. TOIBKO TPOXOT KOIBIT HA MTHOBEHHUE TIOBUC B BO3/yXE,
OCTaBUB M0CIIe ceOsl 3BEHSIIYI0 TUIINHY.

Karts ocranace crosTh, NOCTaBMB YEMOJAH HAa 3€MJII0 M IIPUKaB KoY K rpyau. Cepate KoJo-
THJIOCB, & TEJIO TPSCIIO, IPUYEM He OT XOJI0Ia, a OT Yero-To, YeMy OHa He MOIJIa IMoio0paTh Ha3BaHHUE.
ITOT HU3KUH U rPyOBIi roJIoc BCE eIIE 3ByYal y He€ B TOJI0Be, M OHA MOHUMAJIa, YTO 3aIIOMHIIA €T0
HaBcerJa He OT TOTr0, YTO BCAJHUK BO3HUK M3 HUOTKY/A, @ BO3yX BOKPYT HEro ObUI XonoaHee (eB-
pajbckoro BeTpa. Bo3MOKHO, MPUUMHOM CTaJIM €ro cepble M OOKUTAIONINE XOIOI0M IJ1a3a, B KOTOPBIX
OHA Ha CEKyH]ly yTOHYJIa, cama TOro He KeJasl.

OHa BcTpsIXHYJIa FOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISl HABaXAEHUE.

Ona cHOBa MOBEpHYJIa KJII0Y, ¥ 3aMOK OTO3BAJICS MSATKMM ILIETYKOM, OyATo oM y3Hau e€. Kats
MpoIUIa 0 KPbUIbIIA U KOCHYJACH Mepuil. [lepeBO OTO3BANIOCh KUBBIM, KaK MPUKOCHOBEHHE KOXKH,
TEIJIOM.
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Terio — 370 ObLJIO MEPBLIM, YTO OHA TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, M BMECTE C HUM TIPUIILIN 3allaxu: COCHA,
CYLIEHBIE TPaBbl, MEL U, YTO-TO €LIE, YEMY OHA HE MOIVIA 1aTh UMEHHU, TO, YTO MTHOBEHHO OTO3BAJIOCH
B TPYIM IJIyXOH, 3a0BITON OOJbIO, KaK OT3BIBAETCS CTapasl paHa Ha TepeMeHy noroipl. Tak maxHer
namsTh. Tak MaxHeT AOM, B KOTOPOM BbIpOcia TBOsI Math. [log Horamu, y camoro mnopora, TeMHesa
POBHas mosioca o, Oy/ITo e€ MpOChINay 3a ceKyHay 1o npuxoaa Karu. Hanx nBeprio Bucena cyxas
pAOUHOBas BeTKa, NepexBayeHHass YEpHON HUTHI0. KaTs He 3Hajia, 4To 3TO 3HAYUT, HO YBEPEHHO
3anuia B JIOM.

V neuu crosiia BeICOKAs KEHINMHA, MpsiMasi, C KOPOTKUMHU U CBETJILIMUA BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPBIE
yXke TpoHyJa cenuHa. Eii Ob10, HABepHOE, OKOJIO CeMUIECATH, HO CITMHA e€ ObLIa POBHOM, KaK CTBOJI
COCHBI, a B3IJISIJI — CIIOKOMHBIM U M3y4JaionmM. Hu oObATHIA, HU CIIE3, HU PAJJOCTHBIX BOCKJIUIIAHUI
OT KEHINWHBI He ToceoBao. TONBKO 3TOT B3I, KOTOPHIA CKOMb3WI 1o Kare, cobupas nundop-
MaIHIo.

— Bl Upuna, — ckazana Karsa. Hu npuBeTcTBUii, HU BOIPOCOB, TOIBKO KOHCTAaTallMs (pakTa.
Ona nomuwia uMs u3 3aBemianus. Mpuna CTykuHa, Blajenuna ycaapObl, MaTh €€ marepu - eé
6aby1ka, HO Takoro ooparenus ayma Katu Ha morna ceGe mo3BoUTh MOCIe MIECTHAIIATH JIET MOJT-
YaHWsl, TIOCJIe TIECTHA/IIATHY JIET OIleTieHeBITeld, OPOIIEHHON KU3HHU.

— Ma, a et KaTsi, — oTBeTWIa KEHIIMHA HU3KUM U TUXUM rojiocoM. — [Ipoxonu, yaii ocThI-
BaeT, — CKa3ajia OHa IPOCTO, KaK caMo coOO0¥ pasymeroiieecsl.

Kars ne nunynack ¢ Mecta. OHa cTosiyla B IBepsIX, CKUMasi pydKy 4eMojjaHa, ¥ 1yBCTBOBAJIa,
Kak BHYTpH BCE nepeBopaunBaercs. «IIpoxoau, yail OCThIBa€T» — TaK TOBOPAT COCEAKE, 3arIsTHYB-
el Ha MuUHYyTKy. He BHyuKe, KOTOpasi BepHYJIach CITyCTs IIECTHAIATD JIET.

— BbI 301K, YTO 51 IpUEy? — COpOCUia OHa.

— 3Hauna.

— W orkyna?

Npuna nomosnmuana. [Torom nogonuia k croiny U ceina — He npumiamas Kario, mpocro njaBast
MOHSTh, YTO PA3roBOP OYy/IET CIIOKHBIM.

— Koraa 11 Bbiexasia, 1oM npocHyics. [looBuilbl 3acKpuIienu, Meyb 3aryjaena v s cpasy
TMOHS1J1a, YTO Thl BO3Bpalaenibest. — OHa noaHsiia riaza. — Tl poauiacsk 31ech, Karts. B atom gome,
Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe. [JoM Tebst NOMHHUT U s TeOs TOMHIO.

Kats cMoTpena Ha He€ U He 3HaJa, YTO YyBCTBOBaTh. [lepen Hell Oblia e€ Oadylika — pojgHas
KpPOBb, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPEBAJIM B ropJie, 1 OHa HE MOIJIA Ha3BaTh €€ «0alylIkon». ITO CIOBO ObLIO
CJIMILIKOM TEIUIBIM, CJIMIIKOM JJMYHBIM. HO BCe ke OHa Hayasia TOBOPUTb.

— 3Haere? — cKa3aJla OHa HaKOHell, CIIYCTs1 KOPOTKYIO May3y, — A s Be/ib U He 3HaJja, 4yTo Bel
ernie sxuBbl. [IepBble ceMb JIeT Moei U3HU Bl ObLTH IIe-TO 3/1eCh, BPO/e OBl JIake U MOSIBIISUTUCH, 51
OIpeJIeJICHHO KOTr0-TO TIOMHIO U3 JIETCTBA, KTO TOYHO MOT ObI COMTH 3a Bac, a motoM eIng mectHaaiarh
ner. — Kars HaOpasa Bo3ayxa B rpyab 1 00BUHSs cripocuiia — ['ie xe Bol Obi1? X0Ts He oTBevaiTe,
rojiaraio BC€ Takxke, rje-To 31ech. Ho mpu 3ToM HU eiuHOrO pa3a Bel He mpuexaiu, J1agHo, MyTh He
OTM3KUI, HO BeJIb 1 HE HAITUCAJIH, He TIO3BOHWIU. A Terieph Bbl BcTpedaete MeHs Tak, Oy/ITO s IPOCTO
3a/IepKalach B IIKOJIE, 3TO JEUCTBUTEBHO OYEHb MO-POJACTBEHHOMY.

Tonoc e€ pporuyn Ha mocneqHeM cioBe. OHa cxaa 3yObl, He 1aB cebe copBaThest, HO MpuHa
3aMeTuIIa, MOCIIe Yero MeJIEHHO 1 0e3 eIMHOro MIOpOoXa, OIYCTHIIA JIOXKKY Ha CTOJ.

— 4 nucana, — ckazana oHa. — Kax[plil Mecsill, Bce MecTHaarh jer. TBosi TETKa BO3Bpa-
njasia nuchbma. § naxe He 3Hauia, I Thl, IAPOM COMHEBAsICh, UTO Thl KUBa. — VprHa nomosyara.
— Tsl uMeenIb MPaBo 3JUTHCS, HO 37IMCh HA TOTO, KTO TOTO 3aciyXuBaeT. S kaana Teds Kaxk bl
Ienb. Kaxnpiii gens, Kats.

B kxomHate noBucia TUIIMHA, HAMIOJTHEHHAsI ¥ TOTOBAst JIOMHYTh. Kats cMoTpesna Ha 3Ty *keH-
IIMHY, CBOIO OA0YIIIKy ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK K IJ1a3aM MOJCTYNAIOT c/1€3bl. OHA CIJIOTHYJIA UX, 3arHAja
00paTHO, KaK Jiesiajia BCeraa, HO YTO-TO BHYTPH HeE TPOTHYIIO.
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Omna He crayia HUYero oreevath. [IpocTo cena 3a cTon U B3s1a KPykKy. Yaid ObUT ropsianm, ¢
MSTOM 1 CYIIEHON OPYCHHMKOM, OT KOTOPOTO B IPYAM Pa3iMBaIOCh TEIJIO, KOTOPOTO OHA HE OXKHIaA.
Ho ona npopomkunia, He xeas MOT4arh.

— XXnath Kaxaplid JeHb, M BCTPETUTh TaK CyXO0, KaK camMo coOOH pazymeloleecs, HU TpaMMa
aMoImil, — ckazana Kars, He oxuiast oT ceOs TAKON peaKIum.

— Bce mMou TpeBoru u nepexuBaHUs paccesuIUCh B MIECTHAIIATU JIET OXKUIAHUS, HO s Aeu-
CTBUTEJILHO BUHOBATA, YTO yTPATUJIA CIIOCOOHOCTH IMPOSIBIIATH YyBCTBA, U3BUHU, — OTBeTH/Ia VIpHHa,
HE J1aB MOYyBCTBOBaTh Kare HOT coxasieHusi B CBOEM rosioce.

— Wpuna, — ckazana Kats, npoOyst umst Ha BKyc. He «6aby1ka», moka TOYHO HET, a MOKET
OBITh U HAKOIJA.

WpuHa enpa 3aMeTHO KMBHYJA, MPUHUMAs 3TO oOparieHre 6e3 oouasl. OHM CTaay MUTH Yaii
MOJT4a, THIIHA TlepecTaBaia ObITh HAMPSKEHHOM, KAKOW ObIBaeT MEX1y Uy KUMH JTIObMH, a TIpe/-
craja nepej Kareil B BecbMa CTpaHHOM, HOBOM [17151 He€ Bujie. MoTuaHue Ka3aI0Ch HY)KHBIM, [IOTOMY
YTO KaX0€e CIIOBO ceifuac CTajio Obl JIUIITHUM U, BO3MOXKHO, OMTACHBIM.

— 3aueM OHU 3TO caeyayin? — HakoHel cripocuiia Kars. — 1 roBopio po cBoMX poauTesiei.
3avyem onu ynutu? Jla eime TakuM CriocoOoMm, Tak Oe3paccyaHo, JIUIIUB CBOIO JI0Yb JIETCTBA?

Wpuna monro cMotpernia B OKHO, Ha cepoe HeOo, Ha BepXyliku coceH. [Totom ckazaa:

— Omnu He ynu. OHu uckanu. Hanum 1o, 4ero He JOMKHBI ObUTM HAWTH. YKe TIO3JHO, a ThI
Mpojiesiasia J0JITUi MyTh, TeNeph HY)KHO UM criaTh. Tl ycTasa Karts, Hy)HO OTIOXHYTh, TeOe HaJ0
HaOpaThcs chil. 3aBTpa BCE 0OCYINM.

Kats Obl710 X0Tesia BO3pa3wTh, UTO 3HAYMT «3aBTpa Bce 0OCYIUM»? DTOT pa3roBOp BO3ZHUK
Yyepes3 JOJTUX MEeCTHAIIATH JIET U BAPYT, YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBI MHOTOE XOTsI ObI MOT TIOMBITATHCS 00B-
SICHUTh — yXOOuT OT pasroBopa. Ho Mpuna ckopee mpaa, CIMIIIKOM MHOTO B JyII€ BO3HHMKAET
BOTIPOCOB, CJIMIITKOM OOJIbHO HAUMHAET CTy4aTh Cepille, U OHa MOJTYa BCTasia, B3sila CBOM YeMOJIaH,
BBUKZAJIa TIay3y U ooparmiack K Mpune.

— 4 nonaraio B oMe ecTb Jyisi MeHs1 KomHarta? — cnpocuiia Kars.

— Ha Bropom 3sTaxe ciieBa, TeOs IpOBOAUTH? — CIpocuiia B OTBeT VpuHa.

— Toxanyit Haiiy, — orBeTria Katsi, HanpaBUBIIKCH B CTOPOHY JICCTHHIIBL.

Tomnbko niepes TeM, Kak MOJHATHCS HABEPX, OHA OCTAHOBWJIACH.

— Tam ObuT MyXunMHa, — CKa3asia oHa. — [IpsAM y JoMa BCTpeTH MeHsI, BepHee MOSBUIICS
MPSAMO U3 3eMJIM Y HAJIMEHHO Pa3rOBapUBaI.

WNpuna, HauaBiast youparthb co cToja, 3amepia. JIoxkka 3BAKHY/Ia O Kpaid JaIlky.

— Kak oH Buirisinen?

— Hy, 3HaeTe, y Bac TyT - 3TO BUJUMO HOpPMA: JTIO/IA HA KOHSIX eIlE e3/IAT, KaK B JeBSATHAIIIATOM
Beke. OH ObLT BBICOKMIA, TUleur mupokue. CBeTbie BOJIOCH, cephle ra3a. U raBHOe Haj OPOBbIO
y Hero OeJbldi, TOHKMI mpam. CMOTpes Ha MeHs Tak, OyITO s Ha MeTIe Tpujerena, U, KaxeTcs,
TOTOB OBLT 9Ty METJTY CKeub BMECTe CO MHOM. — OHa XMBIKHYJIA. — 3asBUJI, YTO IOM HEe MPOAAETCS,
npencrapisiete? S naxe He ycriesna mpeacTaBUTbhCs, a OH YKe BCE 3a MEHsSI PeluIL.

Omna roBopuiia OBICTPO, C JIETKOM 3710001, HO MIEKH e€ YyTh MOKPAaCHeIM — TO JI OT I'HEeBa,
TO JIM OT YEero-To eI, B YéM OHa He XOoTesla ceOe Mpu3HaBaThCcs. BocrmoMuHaHME O ero rojoce Bcé
elIé OTAABAJIOCh APOKBIO IIe-TO B Ipyau. MprHa 3aMeTnia 3T0 1 HUYero He ckasaja, eBa 3aMeTHO
MPUTIOTHSB OPOBb.

— Auekceit BonkoB, — otBeruna Mpuna. — Har coce.

— [Touemy OH TOBOPUJI CO MHO# Tak, Oy/ITO 3HAET MEHSI M 32 MEHSI Ke 3HAeT, 3a4eM s rpuexana?

— Tlotomy uto 3HaeT. OH MHOT'O Yero 3HaeT, CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO JJIsl YeJIoBeKa, Mapoio Mpe/o-
YUTAIOIIETO KUTh OTIIEIbHUKOM B JIeCy.

— Jlom He nipopaércsi, — MeuieHHo ckazaya Kars — OH MHe Tak ¥ cka3aJl, 3a MeHsl BCE pelvB
u Bbl, MpuHa, nosnaraio cOracHbl ¢ HUM.
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— Yro kacaercs goma — MpuHa nomomnyaia. — BOJIKOBBI )KMBYT 3[1€Ch AOJbIIE, YeM Mbl. 1
MOHMMAIOT OOJIBIIIE, YeM TOBOPST, HE CIIEIIN CYIUTb.

— A KT0 OH TOra’?

WpuHa B3si1a KPYKKY U cliesiaja rJI0TOK — MeJJISHHO, 00IyMbIBasi KX JJ0€ CJIOBO MPEXk/IE, YeM
MIPOU3HECTH €rO0.

— DT0 Aonras UCTOpUsl, — CKazajia oHa. — M Tl IOKa He roToBa e€ ycibimarh. Bee ke unu
TOKa craTh, Kars, Ha yTpo Bce oCTaBuM.

Kars1 BHOBB XOTe1a BO3pa3uTh, HO, YTO-TO B rosioce VIpuHbL, Kakasi-To ycTasasi, ApeBHsIs evyasb
3actaBmia e€ mpomoyars. OHa pa3BepHy/ach M MONUIA K JIECTHUIIE, YyBCTBYS CIIMHOM, uTo MpuHa
CMOTPUT €H BCJIeI.

KomHary onHa Hamuia ObICTpO, MOHSUIACh HABEpX, NOBepHYy/a HateBo. Cena Ha KpoBaTh Tak,
OyIITO Jie1aja 3TO ¥ paHbllle MHOTO pa3. DTo OblIa MAaMHHA KOMHATA, OHAa TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA 3TO CPasy,
10 TEIUION 0OCTaHOBKE, N0 HEXKHOMY 3amaxy.

Kars nonro cuzena Ha KpoBaTH, YCTaBUBIIMCH B CTEHY. B MBICIISIX BCIUIBIBAJIM Cepble IJia3a U
mpam Haj 6poBbio. OHa TPSXHYJIA FOJIOBOM, CTapasich OTOrHATh 00pa3, KOTOPHIN B OTBET BCE HACTOM-
YrBee BO3BPAIIAJICS OMSTh.

OHa BcTasia ¥ HauajIa ocMaTpuBaTh KOMHaTy. Ctapblil Kad, MOTHBIN MAaMUHOM OfIEXKIbl. 3ep-
KaJIo B TIOTYCKHEBIIIEH paMe, KHUTY Ha TMOJIKaX, KOTOpble OHA He penmiach uuTath. [locie uszyue-
HUSI KOMHATBHI, 3a JyOOBOW JBEpPbIO B KOHIIE KOPUIOpa OHA Halllla BaHHYI0 KoMHary. Hebosmbiiyio,
OTIEJIaHHYI0 OesbIM KadeseM, ¢ YyryHHOM BaHHOM Ha JIbBUHBIX JIallaX M CTapbIM, CBEPKAIOIINM Me/I-
HBIM KpaHoM. OHa cMbUIa IOPOKHYIO I'Psi3b, TOUYBCTBOBAB, KaK BMECTE C BOIOW YXOAUT HaMpsike-
Hue. [ToTom BeITepiia Teso OOMBIINM MYIIMCTHIM TIOJIOTEHIIEM U, HE B3B CBOEH HOYHOU pyOarlkw,
pelma MophIThCS B MKady, B KOTOPOM HallUIa CTOIIKY MOCTEIHOTO OJIbs U CTapylo, HO TIIATEIBHO
BBITJIAKEHHYIO COpPOYKY, MaxHymIylo jJaBaHnoi. OHa Hajena e€, U TOHKas TKaHb Jieria Ha KOXY,
CJIOBHO HAllOMHHASI O YEM-TO 3a0bITOM. B 3TOM J10Me, OHa BAPYT OCTPO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OHA OblIa
JIMIIIEHa MHOTOTO.

BepHyBIuch B KOMHaTy, oHa OoOpaTwiia BHUMaHHME Ha MPUKPOBATHYIO TYMOOYKY, KOTOPYIO
cpa3y He 3ameTuia. JIIoOOMBITCTBO 3aCTaBUJIO €€ BBIIBUHYTH SIIUK. BHYTpHW Jiexkana moTpénaH-
Has TeTpaab B KOXKaHOH 0Onoxke. CTpaHMIIBI MOXKENTENN OT BpeMEHH, HO YepHUJIa ObUTH BCE elé
sspkumu. Ha niepBoit ctpanuiie ObUT yIJIOBaThIN JEBUYMIA, HO 3HAKOMBIH €11 yXke MOYepK:

«Enena Cmyorcuna. Moti OHeHuK. »

Kars 3ameprna, e€ cepaiie mporycTuio yaap 1 3a0uiock cuiibHee. OHa MpoBesia MaibliaMy 110
OyKBawm, CJIOBHO JIOKa3bIBasi ceOe TO, UTO 3TO MOUEpK MpUHAIeKHT e€ MaTepr. Ho B 3TOT pa3 oH ObLI
APYTUM, HE TOT, KOTOPBI OHA BUJENA B MMCbME WM CTAPbIX OTKPHITKAX — CYPOBBIH, B3POCIIBIH, C
TOPOILIMBBIM HAKJIOHOM, a Oosiee UCKPEHHUI M KPACUBBIIA, KOTOPBIA MOKET PUHAIJIEKATh TOJBKO
MOJIOZION JIEBYIIIKE.

OHa OTKpbLJIa MEPBYIO CTPAHUILY.

«12 uons. Cezoons mamo 83s.1a mens k Karouy, ckazae, umo s yoce 00CmamouHo 83pocaas,
umobvl nouyecmeosams ucmounux. Kaxoe sce pazouaposanue eé sxcoanro. Kak ona mHe u ckazana,
A onycmuna pyky 6 600y, HO HU4e20 He houyscmeosand. OHa No-HACMOAUWEMY PacCMpoUNacsy, a MHe
06110 6CE pasHo. A He Xouy HUKAKUX MAUMeCKUX NPUSHAHUI U OMKPOBEHULE, 31020 pO008020 0apal.
A xouy Oblmb npocmo 0esywiKoll, KOmopas 2yasen no Aecy u cooupaem 8epeck.»

Kars yneiOHynack, cama toro He 3amevasi. OHa MpoAOJIKaia YUTATh JAAJbIle, HO YCTaJIOCTh
B3s1JIa CBOE, I71a32a 3aKPHIBATHCH M TEKCT YCKOIb3aJT OT HOHMMaHus1. OHa OBICTPO U He AyMasi CIpsiTaja
JHEBHUK TIOJ] MOAYIIKY TaK, KaK 3TO JEJai0T ¢ YeM-TO CIIMIIKOM LIEHHBIM, C YeM-TO, YTO OOMIIIbCS
notepsTh. VipuHa He Jo/KHA 3HaTh 00 TOW HaXofKe. DTO CTajlo e€ TaifHOM, € HUTOUKOW K MaTepH.

Oma siersia B mocTeb, CAyInas Kak 3a OKHOM IEPEeIIenThBAIOTCS COCHBL. BriepBbie 32 MHOTO JieT
e€ mocTeJb He OblIa IPOCTO MECTOM, TJIe MOKHO 3a0BIThCSI CHOM, @ MECTOM YIOTa M YyBCTBa Oe3orac-
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HOCTH, KOTOPOE UCIIBITHIBAET MJIaJIEHEl] B pyKax y Matepu. M oT 3Toil MbICIIM BHYTpPHU pa3/iMBajIoCh
TETUIO, CMEIIAHHOE C OOJIBIO YTPATHI.

VY Tpo Hauasoch ¢ 3amaxa TOIJIEHOTO MOJIOKA, EYEHOTO XJ1eba U Yero-To CIaIkoro, HaloMHUHa-
foriero Mén. Kars nmotsHynack B KpoBaTH, Ha MrHOBEHHE 3a0BIB 000 BCEM.

3aTeM OHa CITyCTUIIACh B rocTUHY0. CTOM OBbUT HAKPBIT MHAYE, TENepb Ha HEM CTOsIIa TapesKa C
MIIEHHON Kalllel, OJIMTON MEIOM, TOpKa PyMSIHBIX KaJIMTOK, IJIETEHAs KOP3UHKa ¢ cylukamu. Kars
yXe 1 He TIOMHHJIA, YTOOBI KTO-TO TOTOBWII 3aBTpakK IJist He€. MpuHa yxe cuiena 3a CTOJIOM C HeH3-
MEHHOI KPYKKOH 4as, a Mepe]] Hell Jiekala HETPOHYTasi KaJIMTKa.

— 41 3nech HeHaorO, — cKaszana Kars cyxo u yBepeHo, IOCTaBUB nepe]] (DakToOM.

Wpuna nopHsima 6poBb, 1 MoTua nofoasuHyna Kk Kare Tapenky c kameit. Kats cena u Hauana
€CTb, YyBCTBYS, UTO I0JI0J], KOTOPbIi OHA UTHOPUPOBAJa CO BUEPALIHErO [Hs, BAPYI MPOCHYJICS C
HOBOM CHJION.

— 4 ocmoTpio oM, MOXkeT pa3zdepy Oymaru, eciv oHu ecTh. Kcratu, mpeiaraio npoarh JI0M.
VY MeHs1 COXpaHWJIOCh MTUCBMO OT MaMbl, 51 €ro MoJy4Yrsia HeJaBHO, COOCTBEHHO 3TO M €CTh IPUYMHA
TOrO0, 3a4YeM $ Ipuexasa, Wik Kak Thl MHE IUIAHUPYEellb OTJAaTh MOIO YacTh OT HaciencTea? — Kars,
TMIOJIOXKUJIO TTMCBMO OT MaTepu, KOTOpoe OHa 3a0pasia HeIaBHO M3 OaHKOBCKOW sTYEHKH, YKa3aB Ha
YaCTh 3aMUCH «TIOTYYHIIIb TO, YTO Y TeOsl OTHSIM» | Mpojoikmia — Ho, eciii mponaska 3aTsHeTCs,
WM THI HE COTJIaCHA MPOJIABaTh IOM, — OHa cieniaia nay3y — [lneBats, sxuiia u 6e3 3Toro, v JaJiblie
npoxuBy. [1aBHOE 1 oMMy U1 cebs1 3a4eM MHE 3TO ObLIO HYXKHO, MOUMY, «4TO Y MEHSI OTHSUIN»,
u yeny. 1 He ocTaHyCh 371eCh HU Ha JIEHb JI0JIbIIE, YEM HYXKHO.

Npuna momya otniviia yaro.

— TbI BUepa cripaimBaa, 3a4e€M TBOM POAUTEIN 3TO ClIeJai, — CKa3aJjla OHa HaKOHEll.

— 41 He oTBeTWIIa, HO TOTOBA Tenepb. BripoueM Tkl 10JKHA CHavasla Koe-uTo YBUIETh U KOe-
YTO NOHSATh. JlaBail BbIiIEM 32 OKOJUILY.

— W g0 xe g Tam yBUKY? — HpOHUYHO oTBeTMIIa Kars.

— Jlymaio To, 4TO 3acTaBUT TeOs 3ayMaThcsi. — VIprHa mocTaBuia KpyxKy Ha cToi. — {1 He
Oymy pacckasbiBaTh TeOe ckasku, Kats. Thl, Kak 51 MOHMMAIO YeIOBEeK MParMaTU4HbI U MPUBBIKJIA
BEpUTH (paKTaM, — C TAKOH k€ HOTOW UPOHUM B IOJIOCE, OTBETUIIA OHa — BOT 1 noiiiem nocMoTpum
Ha (paKkThl. A 10C/Ie BHOBb [IOTOBOPUM.

Kata ycmexHynach — He Beceno, a CKOpee ycTaso, CKa3aB B OTBET, — 3BYUYMT Kak Hayajio
roxoro kBecra. «[loiau Tya, He 3Hal0 KyAa, yBUAMIIb TO, HE 3HAIO UTO».

— IlpumepHo Tak, — MprHa 4yTh yabIOHYNACh. — ThI 37MIIBCS W 3TO XOPOIIO. 3710CTh TOMO-
raeT BUJETh TO, YTO pa3yM OTPULIAET.

— 4l Huyero He xouy orpuiath. Pa3 obemana pakTsl, 4TO Xke, s KOy C HeTeprieHueM, Impojaxa
J0Ma 51 CMOTPIO U He 00CYKIaeTcsl.

— He o6cyxpaercs — ronoc puHBI cTall pe3K0 CyXUM U CTPOTUM — | ThI CaMa IMOUMEIllb
noyemMy. Thl MOTYYHIIb TO, YTO XOUEIlb. 3aBTPaKai, Hy’)KHO UATH K peke, Belkko TeOsi MpoBOAuT.

— Kro Takoit Beiikko? — ynuBnénHo cripocuiia Kars.

— Mecrtnwiit, — WpuHa noxana ruiedamu. — OH BOAy pa3BO3UT MO JIBOpaM, MapeHb XOpo-
IIAI, XOTSI 1 HEMHOTO CTPaHHBII, MOKET BO3PACT CKa3bIBaeTCsi — OOBIIEHHO cKa3aia MpuHa, — HO
HAAEKHBIN.

Kars ormsimena KyxHio — JOOPOTHYIO, C TIEUBIO, C TSKENBIMU OaKaMu IO, IOTOJIKOM, — U
YCMEXHYJIaCh:

— A 4T0, y Bac Het Bogonposozaa? JIoM-To KaMeHHBII, IBYX3TaxHbIi. V1 51 4ero-to He 3Hai0
O MECTHBIX y0OCTBax?

— Ectb kOHeuHO, — WpuHa cHOBa yibiOHyIack. — Ho Bomy, kotopyio Belikko HOcHT, oM
nbET. 13 KpaHa BoJa eMy He Hy:KHa U BOBCE.

— Jlom me€r Boy, — Kars xmbikHys1a. — XOPOILIO, YTO HE KPOBb.

— KpoBb 0oH TOXe MbET, — crnokorHo oTeeTwIa Mpuna. — Koria Hajo, KOHEYHO.
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B Bo3yxe moBucna nay3a, Kare BriepBble He HAlIUIOCh, YTO OTBETUThH U MIPUUUHON TOMY ObLI
He royioc VipuHbl, U He yrpo3a, He IIyTKa, a XOJIoqHasi, OyJHUYHAs KOHCTaTalisl — 3acTaBuiia eé
3aMepeTh Ha TOTyCJIOBE.

— Wnu, — ckazana WpuHa, BeIXoAs u3-3a cTtona. — Belkko kIET.

OHa npUOTKpbUIA IBEPh U KPUKHYJIA:

— Betikko! Beiikko! INogoiau.

OH BO3HUK y JBEpU MOUYTH MTHOBEHHO — BBICOKUI U HECKJIQJHBIHA, B IITOPMOBKE, KOTOpas
OblJIa eMy BeJIMKa Ha JIBa pa3Mepa M TOMOPIIUIACh Ha TUIeUax, Kak Ha Belajke. Bech oH ObUT KaKoii-
TO He3aKOHYEHHBIN. ByaTo ero cobupani BTOpOIISIX ¥ 3a0bUTH TIONPABUTb.

Pyku cnviikom JJTMHHBIE, TOHKHE, IIENKUE MaJbIbl, KOTOPbIe BCE BPEMsI IBUTAJIHCH, TepeOun
IIITOPMOBKY 3a Kpai WJIM TOTPABJIsIIN IIAIKY, U Kak OyaTo Hasno Kate, nepedupany pazHbie, HEBU-
IUMBIE HUTH.

Kats noiimana ce0s1 Ha MBICTIH O TOM, YTO OHA CJIMIIIKOM JIOJITO CMOTPUT HA €r0 TAJIbIIbl U He
MOET OTOpBaThcsl. B 9THX majbliax ObLIO CKOpee UTO-TO MTUYbE, YeM YeJIoBeUYecKoe. XOTs HUYEero
KOHKPETHOT0 OHa He cMoryia Obl Ha3BaTh. JIniio y Beiikko ObLIO BHITSHYTOE, CKYJIAaCTOE, TPOCTOE, HO C
HEEeCTECTBEHHO CBETJILIMU I71a3aMU, KOTOPBIE He ObUIH HU TOTyOBIMU, HU 3€JICHBIMU, HA TeM OoJiee YK
KapuMH, a ONEKIIbIe, OYTO BHIIBETIINE HA CEBEPHOM CoJHIIE. B TO ke Bpems Belikko He myrai e€, a
CKOpee BBI3bIBAJI ICKPEHHEE 1 JIETCKOE JTIIOOOIBITCTBO, OT KOTOPOT'O Jaske TOIHUMAeTCs] HAaCTPOeHHe,
KOTOpOE OHa BYepa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KOTA JIOM OTO3BAJICS TEILUIOM Ha €€ MPUKOCHOBeHUE. B 1iesiom
OH BbI3bIBaJ1 Y Katu nosepue.

Mens Beiikko 3BaTh, — BBIIAJIAI OH, W CJIOBA MOCHITIAJIUCH, KaK TOPOX 0e3 0CTaHOBKU. — {1
TYT BOJY Pa3BOXY I10 JBOPaM, HY TaM KJIIOUEBYIO, TOTOMY UTO B KOJIO/IIIaX OHA HE OYEHb, a KJTI0UeBast
MSITKasi, Hy ¥ MeJIKyI0 padoTy Aej1aio, KOMY 4TO Hajo: 3a00p MOYMHUTH, TPOB HAKOJIOTh, HY TaK 3TO
sl 2 eCJIM KPBIITY MMOJyIaTaTh, 9YT0 yOparh, 4To caenath B oOmem 6e3 MeHs cello - He ceslo, KU3Hb He
JKU3Hb, BOJA - HE BOJA...

Kars He ycrieBasia yyaB/IMBaTh MOJIOBUHY CJIOB. BeKKO roBOpWII Tak OBICTPO, HO CTPAHHO OBLIIO
TO, YTO €¥ He 3aX0TeJIOCh HU MepeOnBaTh ero, HM OCTaHABIMBATh. YTO-TO B 3TOM MOTOKE OBLJIO, YCIIO-
Kaupaioriee. Kak 1mym qox/st 3a OKHOM.

— ...XO3{IICTBEHHUK HE3aMEHUMBbII, Majgmya3esb, U B JieJlaX AYpPHbIX He 3amedyeH! MHoro
MOBUAJ, JOJITO ’KUBY, MHOTOE 3Hat0. MocT o0Oerany HoBbil mocTpouTth! Tak u rae on? To-To v OHO,
HE HpaBATCsA MHE BJIacTH, U 0e3 Hux xoporto. 9 Bam u XKKX, u qpoBa 1y1s reuu, 1a XOTh yroJib, Mbl
32 COBPEMEHHbIE TEXHOJIOTHUH. ..

OH roBopuJ1 4 BCE BpeMsl IBUTAJICS: TIEPEKU/IBIBAJI JIIMKY PIOK3aKa C Iieda Ha Ij1e4o, moIpas-
JISLT IIAIKY, KOTOpasi TYT ke CroJi3ajia oOpaTHO, oAépruBa pykaBa. EMy Obl paIl unTarh, OIyMaia
Kats ¢ capka3zMoM 1 HEBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJIAC.

B stor MOMeHT BelKkKoO, HE OCTaHaBJIUBAACh, CKAa3al:

— WCKYCCTBO 1 JII0OJTI0, MaJIMya3elib, 04eHb 000! Cam Obl, MOXKET, Ha CIIeHY MOAAJICS — P3II
9TOT Balll YUTATh WIN CTUXU AEKJIAMHPOBATh, — HO HE MOTY sI 3TO ceJio OpocuTh. CBSI3b C IPUPOJION,
OHa CUJIbHEee cHJTHI UcKyccTBa! JlepeBbs, OHM K He OOMaHYT, He TIpeaayT, UM He BaKHO, KTO Thl —
YeJIOBEK, 3Bephb WM MPOCTO 3a€3:KUM rOCTh, OHU BCEX MPUHUMAIOT OJMHAKOBO.

Kars cmotpena Ha Hero, 3a0bIB 3aKpbiTh poT. OH 4TO, MpounTan Meicau? Wam 310 mpocto
cosnagenue? Ho To, 4To OH cKazas Jasbliie, po MpUpody, KOTopasi IPUHUMAET BCeX, 3a71eJ10 €€ Ky/a
cwibHee. OHa cama He OXujajia, 4To 3Ta MPOCTasi, KOPSIBO BbICKA3aHHAsI MBICIb OT30BETCS B HEW
TaKUM OCTPBIM, IIIEMSIIIIUM 9yBCTBOM. Eii BIpyT 10 60K 3aX0TEI0Ch, YTOOBI ITO OKA3AJIOCh TIPABIOM.

Ho Beiikko yxe HEccs Aajbliie, U ero rojioc CHOBa CTajl TEM CaMbIM OOPMOTaHUEM, B KOTOPOM
CJIOBA TEPSUIU CMBICII.

— ...MaMm | TIal BallluX 3HaJ U yBaXaJl, peKOMEHIyIoch, 6e3 MeHs Bam TyT u Hukyna Poman
AnekcaHIpoBuY, ObIBAJIO, YAUBIISIIC...

12



A. CepebOpsikoBa. «CeBepHasi KpOBb»

Karts B3apornyna. Poman AnexcanapoBuy — Tak 3Baiu e€ otua. OHa He cibliajia yIOMUHA-
HUIA 00 OTLIE MHOTO JIET, ¥ TeTIepb OHO MTPO3BYYAJIO U3 YCT CTPAHHOTO BOAOHOCA, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO YTO
CpaBHHUBAJI ce0sl C PIMEPOM U TOBOPHIT O MyAPOCTHU JIEPEBbEB.

— Ortkypa BbI 3HAJIM MOETO OTIa? — nepeduia oHa, HO BeHKKo yxke yImen 1ajbliie 1Mo Te9eHUI0
cBoell peun — 1po Bosoray, npo cBou Moe3AKu 1 OHa NOTepsiia HUTb.

Kats xortena cxBaTuTh €ro 3a pykas, 3aCTaBUTh OCTAHOBUTBCS, HO YTO-TO B €O IJIa3ax 3acTa-
BWJIO e€ 3aMepeTh. Ha MrHoBeHue OHM mepecTany ObITh ONEKIIBIMY, & CTATH ITyOOKMMU M CTAPBIMH.
A TOTOM OH MOPTHYJI, BIIEpBbIE 32 BCE BpeMsl, M CHOBA CTaJl CAMUM COOOM.

— Beiikko, Hy Thl MOIO BHYYKY TO HE CMYIllaii, TOBOPU, FTOBOPH, J1a He 3aroBapuBaiics. Ceso
He ceno 6e3 Hero, BHyuka 310 Mos - Karsi. Byip mo6e3eH MouTHTENBHO U C YBakeHHeM. 3yObl TO,
He 3aroBapuBail, — oOopsaia ero Mpuna.

Buyukoii Ha3Basia, 3a0bB Tipo Belikko mogymana Kars. Hy Hamo ke, ropmas 6adyiika qoxaa-
JIach BCTPEYH C BHYUYKOM, yKe B3pOC/ION BHYYKOH. 3aTeM OHa BHOBb OOpaTH/ia BHUMaHue Ha Belkko,
KOTOPBII TOBOPHJI, XBACTAJICS Y BCE BPEMsI IBUTAJICS, HO PeYb ero OblIa yKe CJIOBHO OeJIbIid Iy M.

Karst cmoTpesia Ha HEro U He MoIJia MOHSITh, YTO UMEHHO €€ cMyInaeT B 3ToM Belikko. Bpone
Obl OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK, POCTO HEMHOTO CTpaHHbIA. U Bce ke, 4To-To ObLJIO B HEM He Tak. UYTo-To
OHa ymycTWjia. A BOT 3a4€M OH IOCTOSIHHO KPYTUTCS, BEPTUTC, TyAa - cyna Kak BeHUK. Hy Bce -
pemeno. s Bcex oH Belikko, a 51 ero mpocto «BeHuk» Ha3bpiBaTh Oyy, nogymaia Kars, aroOsI He
3aHOCHUJIO €T0 Ha IOBOPOTAaX.

Ho Belikko Bce nmpooikai U He OCTaHABIUBAJICS.

— W nany Barrrero 31a1 u Mmamy, B 00IT[eM TIOYTH POJICTBEHHUKHU

— Tak! Cron! — BockymkHyaa Katst — Ganaryp Tel Kakoid-To BeHKKO, € 3THX TIOp «BEHUKOM»
TeOs1 3BaTh OyIy, KPYTHIIIbCS, BEPTUIIILCS, HE OCTAHOBUTb.

Brpyr B Bo3myxe Bo3HMKIIa TTay3a, VipuHa ¢ M3yJalonym JIIoOOMBITCTBOM CTajla pacCMaTpUBATh
Kario, kak Belkko mpoomku.

— BeHuKoM, — MPOU3HEC OH 3TO CJIOBO MEJICHHO, U €T0 JJTMHHBIE TAJIbIBI BAPYT Mepedpain
BO3/IyX HEYJIOBUMO OBICTPBIM, JIOBKMM JIBUKEHUEM, KaKUM (POKYCHUK Ha spMapKe MpsyeT MOHETY B
PYKaBe, a CITyCTs] MTHOBEHHUE JJOCTAET €€ 3a yXOM 3pUTeNsa. — A 3HaeTe, MaJIMyasellb, MEHs Belb TaK
ye HasplBaM. [JaBHeHbKO NpaBa. buuio neno, mpasja 10BEIOCh UM HE TOJIBKO BOAY U3 MOUX BENEP
MIUTh, HO ¥ KPOBBIO MX HANIOJIHUTH. A TaK XOpOIIUe ObLIH JTIOH, KaJlb, YTO HE MOJIAANIIH.

OH ynpIOHYJICS] IIMPOKO U ykacatoie. KaTs mouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak OT 9TOM YJIBIOKH CKaJIOCh BCE
BHYTpU. HO B ceppes ero ciioBa He BOCTIPUHSIIA, CIIMIIIKOM MHOT'O CJIOB JIJ1s1 OJHOTO YesIOBeKa, IPOCTO
Oanaryp, pennia Karsa. A motom Belikko cHoBa 3anépraiicsi, 3acyeTusics, OyATo U He ObLIO 3TOM
(pasbl BoBce.

— Ho s He B 00uze! [Ins Baieii ceMbu — 1Mo3BoyuTeNbHO. [aske 3a0aBHO. BeHnk Tak BeHUK,
KaK CKaxeTe, MaMyas3ellb

— Benuk! I[Ipouty He Ha3bIBaTh MEHS1 MaIMyaseb, y MEHsI €CTb UMsl, HA MOW B3IJIsJ Y MEHs
BECbMa KpacuBOE UMsl, TaK 4TO, IpoIlly 3BaTh MeHs Karts.

— Kak ckaxwure-c, Magmyasenb Katu, Ho moBTopioch JJaBHO KUBY, HE MOTY OTBBIKHYTb OT 9TON
MOJIbl Ha (DPaHITy3CKHIA. ..

Beiikko npogomkuil CBOM paccykAeHus 0 Ku3HU, HO Kats ero yxe He ciaymana. OHa ykpaa-
KO TIOCMOTpeEJIa Ha €ro MaJiblibl, KOTOpbIe CHOBA Nepedrpaii HEBUAMMbIE HUTH, KaK Y (POKYCHHKA C
MOHETOM, OKa3bIBasi KAKOM-TO TUIHOTHYECKHI ((PeKT Ha coOeceJHUKA.

—... B obmmem — 3akanumBai Beiikko, — Be3 mens Bam magmyasens Karu, moka uro HUKya,
Mo3BoJIbTE s MpoBeny Bac 1o peku?

— Wmm, — ckazana Upuna. — On npoBonuT. [TokaxkeT Tede cesio u Iopory K peke.

— Hy nagHo, npsim Kako-To KBecT, — npodopmotana Karss, — Hy a ThI ke kak? — oOpa-
tunack Karsa k pune.

— 4 6yny c To60ii B MbIcisX, 1o npusbuke. Hy unu Katiom, ceronus Tebe camoit Haio.
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B stor momenT Kars BriepBbie ouyBcTBOBasIa OT MpuHBI, Kakyo-To 3a00Ty. Kak peOeHOK,
JIMIIICHHBIN TTOOSIIIe W 3a00TIMBOM CEeMbH, OHA 3aMeTHJIa JIOMI0 YYBCTBEHHOCTH B OTHOU (pase
WpuHbl, KOTOPYIO Tak U He MocuuTana «0adyIiKoii», HO BCe ke SHEPrUi0 POAHOW KPOBU, OHA IMPO-
YyBCTBOBATh CMOTJIA.

3arem Karsi ¢ «BeHukoM» BBILIUIM 32 KQJIUTKY, TOT OMSATh HayaJl YTO-TO PACCKa3blBaTh —
OBICTPO, TOUTH 3aXJIEOBIBAsICh, — HO OHA He Ciymliaiga. MbICIU BCE ele BepTeluch U KPYTUIIUChH
CJIOBHO BUXPb: O JIOM€, CTPaHHOM repoe, KJIlo4e ¢ BOTUbel ronoBoit, 00 MpuHe, KoTopas 3asaBuia,
YTO 3HaJIa O e€ mpueszie paHbie, yeM Kats cena B aBroOyc. Ho Oosbinie Bcero e€ Oymopakuit JHEBHUK.
OH sexan B JoMe, B CliajibHe O[] MOAYIIKOM, HO OTHO TOJIBKO 3HAHHUE TOTO, YTO OH €CTh, TPOOYIIIO
cepiie, KOTOpoe BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBAJIO Teruio. CIOBHO MaMa CKOPO BEPHETCSl U BCIYX MPOYUTAET
€l caMble BaJKHBIE CTpaHUILIbl JHEBHUKA, CJIOBHO U HE 6I)IHO mecTHaauaTu JET OHeHeHeBﬂlﬂﬁ KN3HU
B OINHOYECTBE.
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I'naBa 2. Ypoku Mo19aHusl.

Kars Bc€ em€ uyBcTBOBaJIa Ha 3aMSCThe MEPTBEHHYIO XBAaTKY VIpHHBI, OCTaBUBIIYIO TIOCIIE ceOsl
xonon. Ilepen cambiM BbIXOIOM, Korjga Bellkko yxke HeTeprneanBO MePeMUHANICS C HOTH HAa HOTY Y
KaJIMTKH, 6abKa Mperpajinia e Topory ¥ MojTya BTUCHYJIA B PYKHU TSUKENbIA METaUTMUECKHIA TEPMOC.

— 3ayem BcE€ 3T0?7 — pazapaxE€HHO cnpocwia Torga Karsd, KMBas Ha CyTYJbld 3aTbUIOK
Beiikko. — Ecnu 10T Bain BeHuK HACcTONBKO HE3aMeHUM, [OYeMy Bbl CaMH He MOUJETe CO MHOW?
Ecnu 3TOT 10M Tak BakeH U 51 He JOJIKHA ero MpoJaBaTh, JOKAXKUTE MHE 9TO CaMH.

Npuna nocmotpena Ha He€ cBepXy BHU3. B3rs e€ Obl1 TEMHBIM, ITTyXUM, KaK 3aCTOSIBILIASICS
KOJIOZIe3Has BOJ]a, B KOTOPOU BEKAMU TOIUJIM TaiHBI.

— IlotoMy uyTO MHe Tyna Hejb3sl, — THUXO OTBETWJIA OHa,— MOE BpeMs Ha TPOIe BHIILIO.
Mens peka 3HaeT cIMIIKOM xopouo. Crenait 1 XOTh 1Iar 3a OKOJIMILy — U IPOCHETCS TO, YTO MOKa
npocto HaOmomaeT. A Tol 1J1s1 HUX — TeHb. HukTo. [Toka He JOTpOHENIbCs 10 BOJIBI, TeOs1 He BUISAT.

— Torna nouemy s nomkHa uatu ¢ HUM? OH ke 6e3ymeH. — Ckazana Kats, BHOBb yKa3aB
Ha Belikko.

WpuHa cxxana e€ 3anscTbe ¢ Takoy cuiol, uyto Kars Tuxo 3aimunesna ckBo3b 3yObl.

— OH He 6e3ymeH, Kars. On — romnoc atoro sieca. Harn pon cBsiza ero KJisiTBOM MHOTO BEKOB
Hazan. OH 00s13aH noBectH Tebdst 10 Kimoua u BepHyTh KuBoW. OH pacimOETcs B JENIENMKY, HO BbITa-
T Te0s U3 Jooou Oeapl. Ho ero kiisitBa paboTaeT TOJBKO JI0 TeX MOop, MOKa Thl caMa He HapyIIHIIh
nipaBuia Tporibl. CORIENIb ¢ ero criesia, 00epHEIILCS Ha 30B — €ro A0roBop croput. U toraa on tede
HE IIOMOXKET.

Npuna Haksonunace omke. OT e€ TeMHBIX Oe/1 U OJIeIHOM KOXKU MaxJIo CYyXOU JJaBaHAO! U
TOPbKOH COJIbIO, CIIOBHO 3arax yBsIaHUs M CTapbiX ciie3. OHa BhITAlM/IA W3-3a MA3yXU MAJICHbKHI
JIbHSIHOM MeIlloveK U cyHysa ero Karte B kapmaH.

— Ioneiab 1 conb. Ecitu cTaneT coBceM XyIo — COXKMHU B KyJIake, HO He pa3Bsi3biBail. Uy:xomy
B TeHb, CBOEMY B JIOM.

Karst b cxasa 3yObl, He cTaB HUYero oteeyars. Ho Melouek U3 KapMaHa He BbIHYJIA.

— Jlec BoicTpouT a1 Tedst kopupop. Vnm 3a Beiikko cien B ciea. Eciu oH ocTtaHOBUTCS, ThI
CTOM U He AbIIIN. A €CJIU BAPYT HAUHET HACBUCTHIBATH, 3aTKHHU YL U 3aXMypbcs. U He ciymiaid, uro
Obl TeOe HU 9ymIIoch U KTO Obl TeOs1 Hu 3Baul.IToHsna? Eciu ThI He cienaens 3TOT mar cama, peka
NpUAET 3a TOOOW MPSAMO Clofa, B 3T cTeHbl. U Torna s 1eds He 3ammuty.

Kars nocrienHo KuBHysa 1 monuia Bejies: 3a Beiikko, pemms Oonblie He cioputh ¢ MpuHoi —
el XOTeJIOCh BBIPBAThCS U3 JaBSAILEH aTMOC(epsl 3TOro JoMa, YyKoro U Bcé ené HernoHsaTHoro. Ho
KOTJJa HaJl TOJIOBOM COMKHYJIMCh ME€PBbIE TSIKENBIE, COYAILECcs: CMOJIOH JIalbl eJIei, 3TU CJIOBA HAYAJIH
oOpeTaTh Myraloril CMBICIL.

Ona nuia 3a Belikko, crapasich HaCTymnaTh TOUYHO B €r0 TIIyOOKHE, Pacron3aioluecs B Tps3u
clepl.

[Moroma mopTHiIachk CTPEMUTENBHO, CIIOBHO CaM CEBEpPHBIN Kpail THal 4yXauKy rnpoub. He6o
HAJIWJIOCh CU3bIM CBMHLOM. Berep, em€ HedaBHO JICHWBO IMYTABLIMICS B KPOHAaX COCEH, Terepb
SIPOCTHO MPUTMOAN UX K 3eMJIe, pOXK/ast HU3KUH, 3BEpUHBII PEB.

Beiikko mmarasn 4yTh Bliepeay, CTPAHHO CCYTY/MBIINCE. Ero nymHHbIEe pyKr O€3BOJIBHO BUCEIH
BJIOJIb TEJIA, @ TOHKME MaJIblibl TIO-TPEKHEMY HENIPEPBIBHO IIeBEIUINCh. OH MOJTYall, U OT 3TOM 3Be-
Hsed HeMoThl Kate craHoBHTOCHh He IO cee.

UroObl HE COITH C yMa OT MOHOTOHHOIO XpycTa BETOK M THETYILEro MOJTYaHusl POBOHUKA,
Kars momnelTanach cocpeOTOUMTLCS Ha JHEBHUKE MaTepu. Buepa Beuepom, npexje 4eM IMpoBa-
JIUThCA B TSDKENBIA COH, OHA MAIIMHAJIBHO MPOJIMCTAJIA HECKOJIBKO CTpaHull. YepHuia MecTaMu pac-
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TUTBUIHACH, HO B MAMSATh BHEIUCh OOPBIBKYU (Dpa3, HANMCAHHBIE C SIPOCTHBIM, IIPOPHIBAIOIIMM Oymary
HAKMMOM: «KOPHUJIOP», «PACIIETIIIEHHAs COCHA», «HE 000paurBancs».

Buepa 3710 Kazanoch 6pejoM UCITyTraHHOW JIEBUOHKHU, CTOJIKHYBIIIEHCS C AEPEBEHCKOM INTYIIIBIO.
Ho ceronnsi, korna nepeBbst OOCTYITHIIN €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH, 3TH CJIOBA OKWJIM, HOBBIMH KPAaCKaMH U
CJIOBHO Kpruvaiu Kate, BBIpbIBasICh U3 TIIyOUH €€ TIOICO3HAHUS.

«Ho niec Gornbliiie He myckaeT MeHsl IyJsiTh, — nucajia Math. — OH BBICTparBaeT KOPUIOP».

Kats ¢pmsruecku omyTusa 3ToT «Kopuaop». JlepeBbs 3/1eCh pOCIM HEECTECTBEHHO TYCTO, ITepe-
TUIETAsICh YPOIJIMBBIMU BETBSIMU HAJl TOJIOBOM, 00pa3ysi IIIyXOH, OYTH YEPHBIN TOHHEJb, Yepe3 KOTO-
PbIA CKYTHO MPOPBIBAJICS CBET CEBEPHOro HeOa. Bbixos 13 Hero ObUT TOJIBKO OMH — BIEPEN, K peKe.

Bnapyr Karsa cnoTkHyznach O TOJICTHIA CKOJNB3KUII KOPEHb, €Ba HE BJIETEB JIULIOM B I'PS3b.
Beiikko naxxe He 0OepHYJICs, MPOAOIIKas CBOM MEpHbIN, HeNerbli mar. Kars pe3ko ocTaHOBHJIACh,
niepeBons apixanue. [Ipsivo niepen Hell, OyKBaibHO B JBAIIIATH IIarax, U3 TyMaHa BEIHBIPHY.T Y€ PHBII
cTBOJI. MEpTBOE 1epeBO. Ero Makymiky KOraa-to CHeCJI0 yIapoOM MOJIHUH, PACILENIUB CTBOJI HAABOE
— B TOYHOCTH KaK JBY3yOble BUJIbI, YPOIJIMBO BOH3UBIIHKECS B CEpoe HEOO.

Ha xope, y camoro ocHoBaHuUsI, BUJHEJICS BbIPE3aHHbIM 3HAK — KPUCTAJUI, TIEPEIIETEHHBIN
BeTBsIMH. TOT e, uTo ObUT HA KOBaHBIX BOpOTax e€ qoma. Kars He 3Hasa, 4To OH O3HaYaeT, HO OTYEro-
TO TMOHSIA: 9TO HE CIyvalHas MeTKa. DTO yKas3areb.

ITo no3BOHOYHKMKY NOMOIN3 JIeAsAHOW NOT. MaTh He POCTO onuchiBajia cBou crpaxu. OHa ocTa-
Buiia kapty. U Kats npsimo ceituac, mar 3a narom, moBTopsijia €€ myTh Ha ceoe.

B razax 3amenpkanm BuepamiHue cTpoku: «Korma mpoia€nb cocHy — He 0O0opauuBamics.
Jaxe ecnu movayBcTBYyelb mark. OCOOeHHO, €CIM MaroB He OyNIeT CIBIITHOY.

Kars4 crnotnyna Bs3kylo cmoHy. Eil MyunTenbHO, 10 0y pH 3aX0TeJI0Ch OMIAHYThCs. TuiivHa 3a
CIMHOU BHE3AITHO CTaJIa TSKENOM, 0CSA3aeMOM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CTOSLT ITPSIMO 3a €€ TJIeYOM, CJIOBHO OHA
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa CBOMM 3aTBUIKOM UY:XO€, XOIoAHOe abixaHue. OHa cheaia ycuive, repeniaraysia
yepe3 BBICTYMAIIINI KOPEeHb U NOpaBHsLIaCh C MEPTBOM COCHOU. Borpeku Bcemy, OHa He MOBEPHYJIa
rosioBbl. TOJIBKO BETEp MIBBIPHYJI €1 B JIUIO TOPCTh JIEAEHSIIEN MOPOCH.

Ho cTonsio um MUHOBaTh MOKOCUBIIMICS 3a00p 3a0pOIIEHHOrO ABOPA HA OKpaMHe Jieca, KakK
Beiikko pe3ko 3amep. BeITsHysics, Kak 3Bepb nepes OpockoM. Ero npaBast pyka MHCTUHKTUBHO OTKH-
HYJIach Hazajl, 3aropaxusas Kario.

W3 Tymana GeciryMHO BbIeXasl BCATHHK.

Anexceit Bonkos.

Cepnue Katn nporyctusio ygap u 3a0MiI0Ch y Topia, mepekpbiBasi BO3ayX. IHCTUHKTBI yMO-
N5t O6exkaTh 0OpaTHO K ycaabOe, HO HOTH CJIOBHO MPUPOCIIH K CBIPOMY MXY. AJIeKCell He CMOTpeT Ha
He€ Kak Ha MPoXoxylo. Ero B3mis CKOJIb3HYI MO €€ JIMIYy — HETOPOIUIMBBIM, YAYIIAOIIE TSAKEbIi,
0CsI3aeMBblIii, CJIOBHO MIPUKOCHOBEHHE TPYOBIX MYKCKHX MaJIblIeB K OOHA)KEHHOM, Oe33aIMTHOM I1Iee.
B cepbix mazax He ObUIO HM TerIa, HU SIBHOW yrpo3bl — TOJBKO JIeAsHAasl, TMITHOTUYECKast Oe3/1Ha,
KOTOpasi pa3oM JIMIIWIA €€ BoU. BHU3Y KHMBOTa Tyro ropsiueii Cyoporoit CKpyTuics y3ein — TeM-
HBI, IOPOYHBIN OTKJIMK Ha 3TOT Xono M Kars Havasa 3a/1pIXxaTbCsl OT BHE3AMHOIO MPUIINBA, ITyJIb-
cupymoriero teria. Eif Ka3aaock, 4To OH BUAMT €€ HACKBO3b: e€ CaboCTh, e€ CcTpax, e€ MomKaThii
BOPOTHMK KypTkH. U npesupaer e€ 3a 310.

I'py3HBIii, BeIM4aBblil, BOPOHOU KOHB IIEN MO/ HUM COBEpIIIeHHO OeciryMHo. KorbsiTa omycka-
JIMCh B JKUIKYIO T'PsI3b, HE U3/1aBasi HU 3BYKa. 3Bepb (PHIPKHYJI, HO U3 €ro HO3/Ipeil HE BbIPBAJIOCH
napa, Xots y camoit Karu oT mpomo3sriioro xosnoza yxe oHemesu ryosl. KoHb cI0BHO He JplIalt.

BonkoB efBa 3aMETHO TPUILYPUIICS, CIIOBHO MTPOUYMTAN €€ MBICIIU, U AEPHYJ MOBOIbSA. Bopo-
HOU TepellEN Ha PbICh, YHOCS BCAJHUKA B TyMaH. 3BYKH OT €0 IBUKEHUS HE 3aTUXJIU, OHU MPOCTO
MCYE3JH B OJIHY CEKYH[Y, OYATO MX BBIPE3aJI U3 PeaIbHOCTH.

Ouenenesinas ot TuimHbl Kats cnenana mar Bnepén. Begomas TEMHbBIM HauTHEM, OHA MOJIO-
IIJTa K MECTY, T/ie TOJIbKO YTO CTOSUI KOHb, U OITYCTHJIaCh Ha KOPTOUKU. B rmHe uepHenu riryookue,
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YETKME CJIe/Ibl TIOIKOB. 3eMJIs o] MajibliaMu OblIa JieqssHou u TBépaou. Hacrosimeit. Kats mpoena
JIAJJOHBIO JJAJIbIlIe, TY/a, I11e BCAJHUK CKPBLICS B TyMaHe.

Cnenpl oOpbiBaCh. POBHasI, HETpOHYTast 3eMiis 6e3 eimHoro ornevyarka. Kons He Mor B3ie-
TEThb, HO OH UCYE3.

— DI, — XpuIuIbli ronoc Belikko 3acTaBui e€ B3poruyTs. — Yero 3actbuia? Peka B npyroi
CTOpOHE.

Kars nognsiiack, HOTM CIOBHO OOJIbIIIE HE THYJIMCh, OHA TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK KOJIEHU MEIIKO
Apoxar.

— OH ucues. Konb He npiman, Beitkko. OHM IpOCTO pacTasiiu.

— Moxer, 1 He JIpIIaJ, — PaBHOLYIIIHO OPOCHJT IIPOBOJHUK, U €T0 JIUIO Ha CEKYH]Ty YTPaTHUIIO
OOBIYHYIO TIPUIYPKOBATYIO CYETJIMBOCTh, CTaB MYTAloOIIe IMagKuM. — TyT MHOTO 4ero He JBIIIUT.
ITpuBbIKaii.

— YTO 3HAUMT «IIpUBbIKa» 7! — 3710CTh HAKOHEIl IPOPBaJia IVIOTUHY olienieHeHus. — KT1o oH
takou? Kyna on nencs?!

Beiikko o6epHysics. Ero Gn€kJibie, BBIBETIINE 71432 CKOIb3HYIH 10 HE ¢ KaKON-TO JpeBHEH,
YCTaBIIEN CHUCXOIUTEIbHOCTBIO.

— To1 Beib CTyXMHA, — MPOUBHEC OH, U €T0 roJI0C 3a3ByyYasl MHaYe — HU3KO, CO CKPEXKETOM,
OyITO TEPIUCH APYT O JApyra MOTWJIbHBIE TUIMTHL. — BOT U IyMmaii, Kak Takoe BO3MOKHO. TOJIBKO
BOIPOCOB OoJIbIle He 3a/1aBaid. 1o peku JoiaEM, 1 BCE.

OH pa3BepHyJIcs 1 NOWEN poyb. Ero noxoaka n3MeHUIach: IIe4r OYCTUIIMCh, CIOBHO HA HUX
HaBAJIWJIACh TSKECTh 11eJIoro Beka. Kate xotenock coexarb 0OpaTHO K ycaapOe, HO TEMHasl, BIaCTHAs
cuJIa, MpoOy XK JaoIascs B CAMOW KPOBH, 3aCTaBIIIA €€ UITHU CIIE/IOM.

Tpona Bc€ cyxaach, MpeBpaIasch B CKOJIb3KUHN ITTMHUCTHIN %E100. C KaKIpIM 11arOM B CTO-
POHY PEKHM TyN BIIEpeAd CTaHOBHWJICS rpomye, 3iiee, OyATO cama peka 3Baja ux K oOpwiBy. Kats
HEBOJIbHO BCTIOMHIJIA, KaK BCETO CyTKM Ha3a[l Mpoe3kajia 3Ty peKy ¢ MOIMyTYUKOM U TOT CKa3as YTo-
TO IIPO HENPEACKA3yeMbI XapaKTep 3TUX BO/.

Koraa onu BeIIM K Kpato peku, y Katu nmepexBaTuiio IpixaHue: MOCT pynidics, Oypasi IJIMHa
KMIIEJa MO OIIOPaMHU, peKa B3/1y/1ach, HECS] BBIPBAHHBIE C KOPHEM €J1u. TSkeENble CTBOJIBI, KaK TapaHbl,
OWJIM IO IepeBSHHBIM KOHCTPYKIAM. [IpONETHI TONauch M ¢ KYTKAM CKPEKETOM JIeTeId B TIeHsI-
niyrocst Oe3/iHy.

BuesarHo ¢ HeOa npsiMo K Horam Kartu pyxHynaa BOpoHa, 11iest KOTOpOid Oblila BHIBEPHYTA MO
HEECTECTBEHHBIM YIJIOM, a KPbLIbsi MOMEHTAJIBHO CIUILIUCH OT YEPHOH I'psA3u. MyYTHBII, TOAEPHYTHIN
OeJtecoil TUIEHKOH I71a3 MTHILB! YCTaBUIICS MpsMo Ha Kartio, a pacnaxHyThIi KJTIOB CYAOPOKHO IJI0Ta
reHy ¢ e€ canor. Karg B yxace nomarHyJsach.

— Hazan! — Beiikko MEPTBOI1 XBaTKOM BLENWICS B €€ JTIOKOTh. — Beper noamsuio!

Ho, 3aBopoxéHHasi péBOM BOJbI, OHA HE MOIJIA TMOIIEBEIUTLCS. 3eMJIsl MOJ] HOraMH 3aJpo-
’Kaa, U3-ToJ] TOJOIIB MOCHINATNUCh MEJIKMe KaMHH U Kpail 0OpbIBa pyXHYJl MrHoBeHHO. Kats naxe
He ycriesia 3aKpuyarh. Mup repeBepHyJIcs, U cepoe HeOO CMEHMIIOCh Oypoi, peByIiei 6e3THON.

JlepsiHol ynap BeIIMO BO3AyX U3 JIETKUX. Bosa okaszanack sxuBoil. OHa BLENHIIACh B HEE IecsT-
KaMH XOJIOAHBIX, CKJIM3KHUX JIall, YTATUBAs Ha IHO, 3a0MBasiCh B HOC M poT. HamoKIIIasi KypTka TsHyJIa
BHU3, KaK CBUHELl, a B yIax peseso. Kars neltanack rpect, HO Najblbl MTHOBEHHO OKOUYEHEJH, Ipe-
BPATHBIIKCH B Oecriosie3Hble aepeBsmky. EE€ Tammno non Kopsiry, B camylo TeMb, Iie peKa BopoJaa
BeKOBbIe KaMHU. OHa MOHsIa, YTO peKa e€ MoXUpaer.

B ronoge, yxe Bsi1o 11 6€3pa3nuuHO, METbKHYJIO JTUI0 MaTtepu. He Takoe, Kak Ha crapbix ¢oTo-
rpadusix, a KMBOe, KAKUM OHA ero HUKOrjaa He Buzena. 1 BMecTe ¢ 3TuM 00pa3oM IMpUIILIa MBICIb
— CIIOKO¥HAs1, MOYTH paBHOYIIHAS: «Mama Toske 3axseobiBanach? Mim eit Opu10 BCE paBHO?»

A MOTOM MHMp TIOTac.
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Bapyr e€ 3ansctbe cnaBmiio. To ObUla HEe pyKa, a Yed-TO JKeJIe3HbIH, Oe3:KaJIOCTHBIA KalKaH.
Pe3kuii ppiBoK 1, Belikko BbIIEPHYII €€ U3 T€UeHU s C HEeCTECTBEHHOM, ITyTraloIien JErKOCThIO, CJIOBHO
OHa OblIa TPATMYHON KYKJIOH.

Kats pyxHysa B MOKpYIO TpaBYy Ha cCaMOM Kpalo yIIeJIeBIIero oepera, 3aXosich B My4uTeIbHOM
KalllJle ¥ BBIIIJIEBbIBAsI TOPHKYIO, MYTHYIO BOly. Teso coTpsicana Heynpasisiemast Ipoxkb. 3arsicThbe,
3a KoTopoe e€ aepxan Belikko, ropesio Tak, CJIOBHO €ro MPHKIJIM KJIeUMOM.

— Ipmu! Hy xe! — xpunen Hag Hed Beiikko. Ero o 6pu10 GetbiM, Kak Med, a JJTHHHbIS
nasblbl MeJIKO noaparuBaiu. — Tei xkuBa! Crpiuiib? Kusa!

Kars npunoansnace Ha Ipoxalux pykax, MpeBo3Morast TOIIHOTY, U MOCMOTpesia Ha MPOTH-
BOTIOJIOXKHBIN Oeper.

Tam, Ha caMOM Kpaio 0OpbIBa, TEMHBIM CHJIYSTOM CTOSUT BCaJHUK. AJiekceit BonkoB. OH He
MBITAJICA TOMOYb. [IpOCTO CMOTpen — HeNoABUKHBINA, XOJOAHBINA, Kak KaMeHHoe u3BasHue. Ho
cTpaiitHee Bcero ObLIO TO, YTO BOKPYT HEro IMapui MEPTBBIN IITWIL. Bylyiomas peka y KOIBIT ero
KOHSI ObLJIa TJIAJIKOKM U CIIOKOWHOM, Kak TEMHOe 3epkaio. OH MoguuHII ceOe BOLY, M CIIOBHO HaOIIO-
JlaJl 3a TeM, KakK peKa yToJisieT cBou rojiof. U, kaxkeTrcsi, UMEHHO 3TO ero 3aMHTEePecoBaJIO.

WX B3rIsapl BCTPETUIMICh CKBO3b CTEHY JIOX/s. B ero miaszax, OpoleHHbIX Ha He€ CKBO3b
rneJieHy Bojpl, Kare rnouyauioch He COUyBCTBHE, a XOJIOAHBIN, OlleHUBaoIMi nHTepec. CIIOBHO OH
KA, 4TO peKa MOIJIOTHUT e€, YTOMUT, U ObUT MOYTH pa30vyapoBaH TeM, UYTO OHA BhIKapaOkasiack. U
Ternepb OMHOBPEMEHHO W CTPAaHHO, U Myraolie — BredaiéH. OH pa3BepHY/I KOHSI U PaCTBOPUIICS
B CTUXHHU.

Beiikko rpy0o a€pHyn e€ 3a MBOPOT, 3acTaBiisis nogHsThes. Horu Karn nopkocumucs. IIpo-
MOKIIIasi OfIe’kKa Ha BETPY MTHOBEHHO IPeBpaTUiIach B JieASSHON maHupb. OHU MO 0OpaTHO,
peKka mperpaauia uM myTh. Jlopora K JOMy CJIMIACh B OJHY MYYUTEIbHYIO, ITyTbCUPYIONTYIO OOJb.

l'unorepmus HacTynana crpeMuTesTbHO. KaTio KonoTuno, 3yOsl IPUKYCHITU TyOy O KPOBH, HO
BCKOpE JIPOXKb YTHUXJIA, CMEHSSCh KAKUM-TO OIMACHBIM, M B TOXE BpeMs cracaioimuM TeémioM. Jlec
MOTEePsIT OUYEPTaHUS], IPEBPATUBIINCH B PACIIBIBUATHIC CEphIC MATHA.

— Wom, — poruan Beiikko, moutu Bojiova e€ Ha cebe.

OT Hero naxJjio MOKpO# MIEPCThIO U Chipou 3eMJIEN. Ero npixanue ocraBajaioch pOBHBIM, HeecTe-
CTBEHHO CIIOKOWHBIM JIsl YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIM TOJBKO YTO BBITAIMI YTOIUIEHHUKA U3 PEBYIIErO
MOTOKA U TaIIIUT ero Ha cebe 0 ChIpol 3eMIIe.

Yepes HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl CIIACUTENIbHBIN 3arax MeYHOro JbIMa U KEIThId CBET U3 OTKPHITON
JBepH ycabObl BEpHY/IM e€ K peanbHOCTU. VprHa 3acThiia Ha mopore. E€ uieanbHbI y3em cepix
BOJIOC pacTpenaicsi, IVIaTOK cheXasl Ha Tieud. B rmazax rjeckascs cTpax.

— Yro crpsiciock?! — copBajiach OHa Ha Xpul, cpbeiBasi ¢ Karu snefsinyio KypTKy MpsiMo B
ceHsax. — Tol Best cuHsAs !

— Moct — BoeiaBwia Katst ckBo3b 3yObl, pyXHYB Ha JIaBKY y Tieun. — MocT pyxHyi. f ymana
y 0OpBIBa pEeKH.

WNpuna 3ameprna. E€ muno vckazuna cmech sspoctr 1 otdassausi. OHa 0OepHyJIach K IBepH, Tjie
B TEMHOTE CTOsiJ1 BelKKo.

— VY06bio mapmmBIia — TMPOIIUTIESIa OHA.

— OH BwITaNI MeHsl, — BbIoXHYJIa Kats, 3akpbiBas riaza. — Eciu Ol He OH

JKenmuHa HU4ero He orBeTwia. He oOparas BHIMaHUS Ha ciaObie ipoTtecThl Katu, oHa CTs1-
HyJ1a C He€ OCTaTKU MOKPOU OfIe/Ibl Y MPUHSIIACH SIPOCTHO paCTUpaTh €€ TeJIO KOJIIOUUM IMOJIOTEH-
1IeM, MPOMUTAHHBIM PE3KO MaxHyIled mMa3bio. Kakaoe nBukeHue OTIaBajIoCh KEHUEeM, HO TEIUIo
MOCTETNEHHO BO3BPAIAJIOCh B 3aMEP3IIUE MBIIIIIIBL.

Bnpyr B3misg Upunsl ynan Ha npaBoe 3ansctee Karu. Tyna, roe e€ aepxan Belikko.

[Manbuel crapyxu 3amepian. Ha koxke pacruibiBajicsi YEPHBIA, HEECTECTBEHHO TOHKUU CHHSIK,
OoJIbIIIe TIOXOXKWIA HA TIIYOOKHIA OXOT OT KaJIEHOTO kene3a. [1aTh YETKUX, MIMHHBIX TO0JIOC, CJIOBHO
TAJTBIIBI CTIACKTeIs1 OBLIH JITMHHEE W TOHBIIE YesioBeueckux. Ha MraoBeHue B ria3ax MpuHbI cHOBa
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MEJILKHYJI TOT caMblil cTpax, koTopsiii Kats Bunena y ve€ Ha mopore. Ho Mpuna ObicTpo B3siia ceds
B PYKH, TUIOTHO CXkaJa ryosl ¥ miBbIpHY/a Kare cyxyio pyoaxy.

— Ilouemy MocT pyxHyn? — tuxo cnpocuia Kars, kyrasace B ruien. — Beap 1oxap en u
BYEpa.

Wpuna 3acThiia y Ta3a ¢ rps3HON BOAO.

— I'auoii 6611, — OpPOCHIIA OHA CIMIIIKOM PE3KO U MPUHSIACh OCTEPBEHENO TePETh AePEBsIH-
HBIA cToJ TpsAnKor. — CTO pa3 BJIACTSAM MUcasa.

— Wpuna — ronoc Katu npo3Byyai HacToitunBo. — Bona TsHyna MeHs Ha AHO OYTO KUBasl.
A Ha ToM Oepery crosi1 BonkoB. Boma BOKpyr Hero oHa He I1eBeJIHIaCh.

Mokpasi TpsIlKa C YaBKaHbEM BbINAIA U3 PYK >KeHIIMHbL. MprHa meaneHHo obepHynach. EE
JIMLIO Ka3aJI0Ch BBICEYEHHBIM U3 CEPOr0O IPaHUTA.

— Hukorga, — nporrienTtana oHa OfHUMH ryoamu. B 3Toi TriHe 66110 O0JIbIIe YTPO3bl, YeM
B KpuKke. — HuKora He mpou3HOCH ero uMsl, TIoKa ofiexk/ja Ha TeOe el BiakHas. Boga B aTom qome
oHa TeOs 3armoMHmIa. Y oHa CIbIImT.

Karts B3npornyna. MpruHa nopHsuiach 1 MOJIva BbIILUIA U3 KOMHAThI, OCTaBUB €€ HaeJUHE C ILIs1-
HIYIMU 110 CTeHaM TeHSIMH OT MevHOro riaMeHn. OHa CIIOBHO 3ampeTuiia cede mepecTynarh ornpe-
JEJIEHHYIO I'paHb: HE YAEPKUBATh, HE CIIACATh, HE 1aBaTh OTBETHI, KOTOPbIE HUKTO He ycapluT. OHa
JIMIIb 1aJIa CYXYI0 OJekTy, CJIOBHO BBITIONHSIsI CBOH o, Katst nomkHa Oblta CpaBiasiThCS caMa.

[laru crapyxu ctuxim B TiiyOuHe goMa. Kars meanieHHo nogHsack. [IoquuHssACh )KUBOTHOMY
MHCTHHKTY, OHa TOJOIILIA K TSKEJIOM 1yOOBOM IBEPH, JPOXKAIIMMHU MaJIbLIAMH HAIIYTIANA JKeJIe3HYI0
3aJJBMKKY M C CHJION 3arHajia e€ B 1as3. PkaBblil JIS13r MeTaljla HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJI, BHYINAs1, Ka3aJ10Ch
Obl, JIO)KHOE YyBCTBO OE30IMaCHOCTH.

Ona noBepHy’ach K 3epKaily HaJ] cTapblM KoMoJoM. MyTHOe, ¢ nouieiei Y4€pHbIMU MATHAMU
aMaJbraMoii, OHO OTPA3UJIO HE3HAKOMKY. BOJIOCH! BHCEN TPSA3HBIMU, CIUMITMMUCS TPSASIMU, TYObI
ObLIM MCKYCaHbl B KpoBb — Kartsl 1ake He MOMHMIIA, B KAKOM MOMEHT MTPOKYCHIIA UX, ITOKa 60posach
c TeduenreM. Ho crparHee Bcero Obuty 171a3a. PacimmpeHHble 3pauyky MOYTH 3aTOMMIIN PAIYKKY. DTO
ObLT B3I/ YEIOBEKA, KOTOPBIH 3aryIsiHYJI 38 TpaHb U YBUJIEN TaM YTO-TO, YTO TeMeph OTKAa3bIBAJIOCh
YXOIUTb.

Ona nogHsIa MPaByIo PyKy M OCTOPOKHO OTTSHYJIa PyKaB pyOaxw.

YeEpHbIil ciien Ha 3arscThe cTal oTuéTirBee. Koka BOKPYr HEero mpuilyxJjia v ropeja Cyxum,
MYJILCUPYIOLIAM 5KapoM, Pe3KO KOHTPACTUPYs C OOIIMM 03HOOOM Tesia. DTO He ObUIO OOBIYHON remMa-
ToMoi. Criesi BBIIIISIZIEN TaK, CJIOBHO IO/ KOKY 3aJIMJIA TEMHBIE YEPHWIIA, KOTOPBIE TENepb MEIJIEHHO
TIBITAJIMCh BETBUTHCS, ITyCKasl TOHKUE HUTH K JIQIOHU.

Ho nymana ona He o cunsike. OHa gymaiia 0 TOM, YTO, KOrJja MOCT PyXHYJ U BOjia MOTAllMIa
e€ Ha JJHO, €/l Ha CEeKYH/1y CTaJlo BCE paBHO. MeJIbKHYJIA MbIC/Ib — CIIOKOWHAS, IOYTH PABHOAYIIIHAS:
«Hy u mycthb». 1 3Ta MBICIIH HamyTasa e€ ceituac Oobliiie, YeM BCE YBUICHHOE B JieCy.

— Hy u nycth, — MemJIeHHO, TUXO MOBTOPUJIA OHA BCIIYX, OLIYTUB TOPeYb KaxJ0ro cjIoBa Ha
BKYC.

— DT0 IPOCTO IIOK, — CYJOPOKHO IIPOU3HEC/IA OHA BHOBb. ['0J10C B IycTOI KOMHATe Mpo3BY-
YaJi JKaJKO M HaATPECHYTO. — $l 4yTh HE yTOHy/NA. DTO HOPMAJIBHO, KOTJa HE XO4ellb OOpOThCs,
KOIZla YMUPaellb.

Ho ona 3na1a, yto onsth coBpana cede. OHa 3Ha1a 310 ¢ cemu JetT. C Toro camoro ytpa, Koraa
HallUla MX B CIIAJIbHE U HE 3aIljlakaja.

Ona OTBepHy/ach OT 3epKajla — He B CHJIax OOJble BBIHOCUTh 3TO 3penuiie. B oTpaxenun
MIPOCTYMNAJO YTO-TO YYyXKO€, B3IVIS CTaJl OTCTPAHEHHBIM, CJIOBHO OHA YK€ HE O KOHLA IpUHAJIe-
kana cede. HyxHo ObUTO yerokouThes. Hy:KHO yaepkarhcs Ha Kpato, CXBaTUTHCS 3a JTIOOYI0 TPE3BYIO
MBICJIb, TIOKA TOT JIOM, TIPOITUTAHHBIN Oe3yMHeM, He pacTBOPUJI € B CBOEM Mpake.

Karts BepHynach B CBOI0O KOMHATy M OIYCTHJIACh HA Kpall KpOBATH, MOATSIHYJIA KOJIEHU K TPYAU U
HayaJsla METOIMYHO BBICTPAMBaTh B TOJIOBE JIOTMUECKYIO CTeHy. [IpiTaach paliioHaIM3upoBaTh KO-
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Map. «ITO MPOCTO MOK. MocT ObuT cTapblil. KoHb JbIIai, mpocTo B TyMaHe He ObUIO BHIHO Mapa.
Beiikko — cHibHBIN MYKUK. BOTKOB — MeCTHBIH 3eMJIeBIIa IeIel], MPUBBIKITAIA HAOMIOAATH CBBHICOKA.
Bc€ MOKHO OOBSCHUTD».

®opmynsl padotamu. CTpax HEOXOTHO OTCTYMAJ, YCTyINasi MECTO CIACUTETbHOMY CKEIICHCY.
JlpixaHue BEIPOBHSLIOCH. OHA IMOUTH NIOBEPUJIA B CBOIO JIOKb. C 3TOM XPYNKOH, YOAIOKUBAIOIIIEH MbIC-
JIbI0 OHA OOECCHIIEHHO PyXHYJIa Ha TMOAYIIKY M MPOBATIIIACH B TSKEJIbIH, BI3KHUIA COH.

E€ pa30ymu 3ByK.

Tuxuit. MoHOTOHHBIN. HacTOMUYMBHIT.

[apan... mapamn... mapar...

OH mén He OT cTeH U He U3 Kopuaopa. Ckpedinu CHU3Y — MPSAMO TIOT €€ MaTpacoM.

Ceparie copBasioch B TaJIoN, BRIOWBAs pBAHBIN PUTM B TPYAU. 3aTauB AbixaHue, Karsa MenieHHo
3aIyCTHJIa MAJTBLIBI TIOJ] TTOIYIIKY, HAIIYTIbIBasl CIPSITAHHBIN THEBHUK.

Oo6mno%kKa oKazaach JieqsTHON U a0COIIOTHO MOKPOU.

B nuno ynapun yayluiMBbIi, TSOKEIBIA 3aax pevyHOM THHBI M THMIOIIEH oibxu. Byaro peka
MPOTUCHYJIACh CKBO3b IIEJIH B TIOJY U TeNepb AbIIIaja PsaoM, UCTeKasi O0JIOTHOM CHIPOCTBIO. DTO He
OBbLIO MEPTBOM MAMSTHIO. DTO OBLIO TIPUTJIAIIICHHE.

JIHEBHUK BITUTAJI BCE, YTO CIIYYHJIOCh AHEM. Ero pa3zMokias Koxa COunIach OBEILECTBIEHHBIM
CTPaxoM, CJIOBHO caMa ThMa oOpesia IIOTh U Terephb CKOJb31iIa 1o e€ nanbiiaM. KHura oTkimkanach
Ha MPUKOCHOBEHME MHAYE: HE KaK CTapast peJIMKBUS WU 3a0BIThIN THEBHUK, a KaK MOCITYIIHBIN 3Bepb,
KOTOPBI TOfIaMH K711 B TEMHOTE Y HAKOHEI] ITOYYs1 KPOBb CBOEW XO3SMKU.

Tenepb ux cBsA3bIBaJIO OOHO. PaHee HeBeaHHas cuila, OKPOMUJIACh BOAOM. X010/ BbealiCs B
MIOpPBI, HATIOMUHAS O TATYYed IIyOrHe, KOTopasi e/iBa He yTsHyna e€. Peka He mpocTo KOCHY/ach, a
BBIKIJIA METKY - HECMbIBAEMBI, BEUHbII OTIIEYATOK.

Kars cxanma 00m0xkKy, 4yBCTBYsI, KaK BOJa MPOCTYMAaeT CKBO3b Maiblbl. [JHEBHUK TpeGoBa
MOKOPHOCTH U TpU3HaHusA. VI B 3TOM MOTMIIBHOM CHIPOCTH He OBUIO yTEIIeHUs — TOJIBKO Hen30exk-
HOCTb.

[HectHaguare JeT IIyXoro, MycTOro OLUENEHEHUs OCTAJIUCh 1103a11. TEMHBIN JOM pacliaxHyJl
CBOM 3arepThie 1Bepu. [yOnHa xgaa, Korjaa oHa c/iesiaeT 1mar HaBCcTpeyy.

Ha nogokoHHMKe, B cTaOOM JIyHHOM CBETe, TPOOMBAIOIIEMCSI CKBO3b TYUH, JIeKasIa OJHA-E/J1H-
CTBEHHAsl CBEXasl BETKA BepecKa C HEKHO-PO3OBBIMHU IIBETAMHU. A psIOM C Hel, yepHest Ha Oenoi
OOJTyNTUBIIIEHCS Kpacke, BIJIACh KECTKasl MPsiib KOHCKOTO BOJIOCA.

Ona ObL1a BJIaXKHOM, ¥ ¢ He€ Ha TIOJOKOHHHK MEJJICHHO Majasia KpyrHasi, TsKENas Karuis BOIbL.

Bcs BolcTpoeHHas 3a Beuep Joruka pazousack Bapedesru. Kars npotsaHysa Apoxariyio pyky,
KOCHYJIACh JIE[ISTHOTO BOJIOCA M CKaJIa €r0 B KyJIaKe TaK CHJIbHO, YTO HOI'TH BITUJIMCH B JIAJOHD O OOJH.

WpuHa He 1oKHA 3HATH TIPO CHIPOCTh THEBHUKA, MPO €€ YyBCTBA U TeM Oosee mpo cTpax. U
OHA HE y3HaeT.

Kars akkypatHO, GeciryMHO, BBITepiIa OOIOKKY CYXMM YTOJIKOM MpoCcThiHU. CripsiTana JHEeB-
HUK 10J] MaTpac ¢ Apyrou cropoHsl. I1psiap KOHCKOro Bojioca M BETKY 3aCyHyJIa B MOJAKJIAKY KYPTKH.
3aBTpa OHa cenaeT BU, YTo HI4ero He nmpouzonuio. OHa OyaeT BeXJIMBOM 1 ciokoiHOH. OHa Oyzer
Urpartb pojib pacTepsSIHHOM TOPOJICKOW AYPOUKH, TIOKA HE MOWMET, YTO 3/1€Ch TPOMCXOIUT.

BHyTpu He€, npsiMo noj, cepaueM, Ie MecTHAAATh JIET JKuila Mycras, cepast TUIIMHA, BAPYT
ponuiock 4to-1o HoBOe. He crpax. He sipocTb. X0101HbIH, CIIOKOMHBII pacyéT.

Ona He yener. Ho He notomy, uTo oM wiv MipuHa XOTAT €€ OCTaBUTh. A TIOTOMY, UTO TeTepb
3TO €€ OXOTa.
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I'nasa 3. Kirou.

Vrpo Berpetiio Kario Tuimmnoi. Bypst ctixiia, HO 32 OKHOM KJIyOWJICS TYCTOM, TIOUTH OCsi3a-
eMblii TyMaH. [JoM Mos4ast, CJIOBHO BbIKHMAs YEro-TO.

OTkpeIB IM1a3a, KaTs BbIIOXHYJIA TIOJHOM TpyAbio U cesla Ha KpoBaTth. OHa cpa3y MOTSAHYJIACh
K TallHUKY. [IHEBHMK OBbLT Ha MeCTe MOJ MaTpacoM, OH ObLT cyxoi. OHa MpoBesa MajbliaMH 110 HIep-
IIABO# 0OJI0KKE HECKOJIBKO pa3 M, MPEek/Ie YeM CIIPSATaTh 00paTHO, Ha CEKYH/Ty TIPHIKaja ero K rpy/H.
3aTeM OHa BBITAIINJIA U3 NOIKJIAJKU KYPTKH MPsiib KOHCKOTO BOJIOCA U 3aCOXIIYIO BETOUKY BepecKa.
Kotopsie cTaiia BHUMAaTeIbHO U3y4aTh, IPOKPYUMBasi MX B AJIbLAX, YyBCTBYS KaXKIOH KJIETKOU CBOEH
KOXM MX MEPTBbIA Xoso. OHa MOMHMJIA, KAKUMHU BJIAKHBIMU, JIEASIHBIMU U MAXHYIIMMH O0JI0TOM
OHM ObUIH MTPOILLION HOYBIO.

3aTeM OHa CKaJsla UX B Ky/Iake ¥ NOYyBCTBOBaJIA, KAK MEJIEHHO, CIOBHO BOJIa B 3aMEp3aloILEeM
Kioue, BHYTpH pacTéT 4TO-TO TEMHOE, CIIOKOMHOE.

OHa He UCHIBITHIBAJIA CTpax, e€ cepale NPUHSJIO pelieHre ObITh XOJMOTHOW Ui BceX. Pasym
crasl pacuéTuB. VipuHa He JO/KHA 3HATh O AHEBHUKe. He nomkHa 3HaTh O TOM, YTO OHA BUjENa B
3epKaJie IpoluIol Houblo. HUKTO He y3HaeT, 4To e€ oTpaskeHHe MOKa3aJoCh el UyKUM, HE y3HaeT
€€ MBICJIb, MEJIBKHYBIIYIO TOT/a, KOraa BoAa Tauia e€ Ha nHo: «Hy u mycte». OHa He 1no3Bosmr
ce0Oe MpOSIBUTH CIa0O0CTb.

Karst Bc€ cnpsitana 0OpaTHO B MOAKJIAJKY M HATSHY/A Ha JIMLO BEXKJIMBYIO, OTCTPAHEHHYIO
YJIBIOKY — MAacKy pacTepsiHHON TrOpOJCKOH TypOuKH, KOTOpasi 4yTh HE yYTOHYJA, U TElepb XOYeT
nockopee yexarb. OHa BollUIa B TOCTUHYIO UyTh CCYTY/IMBLINChH, CTapasCh 3aHUMaTh MEHbIIIE MecTa,
YyeM OObIYHO.

B roctrHO# naxJio TpaBaMy U TOIJIEHBIM MOJIOKOM. Kakoii-To He0KHMJaHHO IPUBBIUHBIN 3ariax.
WpuHa cugena 3a cTOIOM, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 Nepejl Hell CTosla HETPOHYTasl Tapesika C Kallleil. Y OKkHa,
CKpECTHB PYKH Ha IpyIu, B TEMHOM pyOartike crosi1 Anekceid. Kars 3amerniia, 4to ero rjedun Hampsi-
JKEeHBI, a B3IVIA — Tsikesiee 0OblYHOr0. Mex 1y Hum u MipuHoii noBucia TUIIMHA, Kak Mocje cropa,
0OopBaHHOTO Ha monycioBe. YBuaeB Kario, Anekceii He no3gopoascs. TONBKO CKOB3HYI IO HEl
TEM K€ OLIEHUBAIOIIMM B3[JIJOM, YTO U B NIEPBBII J€Hb.

Wpuna cmotpena Ha Katio gosnro u usydarorne, e€ B3riaa u3menwics. E€ riaza nz6aBuiuce ot
BYEpAIIHEN MAaHUKU, HO CMEHWJIMCh MPAYHOMU, IOYTU CKOPOHOW PEIIMMOCTBIO.

— Tsl rotoBa, — cKa3aja oHa. D10 ObLI HE BOIPOC.

Kars crasa roBoputh THIlE, HEMHOTO YJIBIOHYBIIMCH MPaBbiM Kpaerkom ry0. OHa urpaia Ty
POJIb pacTEPSIHHOM JIEBOUKH C CEMM JIET, U 3Haja e€ Oe3ynpeyHo. CerofHs oHa ChIrpaeT e€ CHOBA.

— Jla, — orBeTuina Kars.

Wpuna nogonsuHyna Kk Hewl Tapesiky. Kats cena, B3si1a 0Ky U cbesla HeMHoro Kaiu. Ena 6e3
arnreTuTa, He 4yBCTBYs BKyca. [Ipocto yToObl He 3a1aBaiu BorpocoB. [IoToM oTcTaBmiIa Tapesky.

Anexceil mepecTynuI ¢ HOTM Ha HOTY, U MOJIOBULIA 1T/l HUM CKpUIHYa. VipuHa pe3ko B3ris-
HyJIa Ha Hero. AJieKkceid B OTBET HaJIMEHHO nocMoTpet B I1a3a Mpune. Kars 3ameruia 3tot 6€3MosB-
HbIIA 0OOMEH, HO He Tofiajia By TOTO, UTO TOHsLIA: YyXasi 31eCh OHa, Jaxe st VIpuHBI.

Crapyxa e Monya, yepe3 CToJ, NMOI0ABUHY/IA K Hel HeOOJIBIION MpeJMeT: cTapylo, cepedpsi-
HyI0 OpOIIb B BUJIe BETKH BepecKa.

— 370 HOCWJIA TBOSI MaTh, Korjaa 1uia K Kimody. OHa Bepuiia, 4To cepedpo OTBOIUT JIMIITHHUE
rasa. f He 3Ha10, paBaa m 310. Ho mycts Oyner y Teos.

Kars B3s1a 6portib. X001HbI MeTaJl HAMOMHUJI €i1 TOT KaMeHb, K KOTOPOMY OHa IPUKOCHY-
J1ach B MepBbli ieHb. OHa MPHUKOJI0a OpoIb K BOPOTHUKY M HUYEro He CKasaa, a MPOCTO KUBHYJA
Npune B orBer.

— 4 nonay ¢ Bamu, — noctaBui nepes] (pakToM AJieKcen.

Wpuna nomxkasna ryosl, HO Bo3paxarh He ctaja. OHU BBILUIM U3 IOMa.
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Tpoma Bena yepes rycToi COCHsIK B 00xox peku. Jlec kazancst Kare HeecTeCTBEHHO THXHM, /10
3BOHA B y1iax. [ITUIbI MOTUaIM, BETKY CJIOBHO HE Ka4aJIuCh. 3eMJIsl IOf] HOramMu ObLiTa CyXOH, TOTpec-
KaBIIIeHCsI, XOTsI TOKAb JIWJT BECh BUEPAITHUI JIeHb. BO3/1yX ObLI CJIOBHO CTEPUIIBHBIM U JIMIIEHHBIM
OOBIYHBIX 3aI1aX0B, CBOMCTBEHHBIX Jiecy. CJIOBHO UTO-TO BBICOCAIIO OTCIONA BCIO )KU3Hb. AJIEKCel MIEN
YyTb BIIEpE[IH, €ro CITMHA OblIa HanpsikeHa. MiprHa Momdana, e€ MordaHue ObUIo Tskeiee OOBIYHOTO.

Kats muta um yyBcTBOBasNa, 4yTo BHYTpU HapactaeT TpeBora. OHa qymana o gHeBHUKe. O ToM,
YTO MaTh €r0 He CIpsiTaja, He COKIJIA, a OCTaBUJIa B TYMOOUKe Tak, OyaTo 3Hasa, uto Kars ero HanaeT.
Ho nouemy? Yro ona xotena, 4toObl goub y3Hana? U mouemy MpuHa, KoTOpas mecTHaaaTh JeT
kKJ1aja e€ BO3BpaIlleHUsI, HM pa3y He YIOMsIHYJIA, YTO B KOMHATe MaTepu ocTajics AHeBHUK ? OTBeTa
He ObuT0. Ho Kats 3Hanma, 94to MOXeT ero mojyduTh yxke CerogHsl.

Tporma BeiBeIa UX K HEOOJBIIIONW, TUXOM, IOPOCIIe 0cokoi 3aBoau. Ha nepeBépHyToi JofKe
cunen gyenoBek. OH ObUI cTap, cropOiieH, B Ope3eHTOBOM ILIallle, C JIUIIOM, U3PE3aHHBIM [TyOOKUMU
MOpIIVHAMH.

Koraa onn npuGnm3nimmck, CTapiik MeJICHHO MOAHSLT royioBy. Ero BhlBeTIue, noutu Oesbie
rnaza cMotpesnd mumo Jyimiia Karu. O cmotpen Ha e€ pyku. Ha To mecro, rie noa pykaBoM ropen
CHHSIK.

— MeprtBas xBaTKa, — MPOCKpHIen oH. ['oyoc b1 cyxuM, Kak IMOpoX Kamblia. — J[aBHO
OH TaK HU 3a KOTO He LIeTUIsICS.

Kats 3amepna. MpuHa pe3ko cxaya e€ JJOKOTh U MOTsSIHYJIa Jaibiie. B 3ToM nBukeHnn Obuia
He 3a00Ta. Karst mouyBcTBOBasa, Kak majblpl IpuHbI eBa 3aMeTHO ApOrHyid. J1ocTaToqHO, YTOObI
TMIOHSATBH: CTapyXa OOMTCS TOTO, YTO CKa3aJl CTApHK.

— D10 CeméH, — THXO cKa3ana MpuHa, He obopaunBasich. — JIOIOUHUK, HE HAZI0 CMOTPETh
Ha Hero.

Ho Kars ycnena ornsiHyThesi. CeMEH BCE Tak ke CHJIEN Ha CBOEH JIOZIKE, a ero B3IJIsA[l Tereph
ObLT TPUKOBaH K Hell. Y B 3ToM B3rsiie ObUIO YTO-TO, OT Yero e€ CHHSK 3amy/IbCHpOBal CHJIbHEE.

Haxonen onu Beinum Ha nonsHy. Ctapasi COCHa, IOYTH YE€pPHAsi OT BPEMEHH, CKJIOHSIIACH Hall
PAacCIeTMHON B TPaHUTHOM TuuTe. VI3 paciuenuHbl Out JIeIssHOM U HeeCTECTBEHHO MPO3PavHbIA PofI-
HUK. Bora cobupanachk B yaily, BHIIONOJIEHHYIO B CEpOM I'PaHUTE, UICCEYEHHOM BPEMEHEM TakK, YToO
Kpas e€ Ka3aJuch oriaBieHHbIMU. Ha 1He, mon Bojo#, jiexara Kpyrias IlacTUHa IYHTMTa — MaTo-
Basi, IOYTH HEBUIMMAs], KaK 3pavyoK, CMOTPSIIIHIA U3 ITyOuHbL. Bosia He oTpaxasna Hu HeOa, HU COCHBI,
Hu juil. Tosnbko 3Ty yepHOTY KamHs. Haj vaieil mogHumascs XoJoAHbIA Nap, OCeAIIUil THEEM
Ha KOPHSIX.

— Bor on. Kimou [Tamsiti, — ckazana Upuna. — Bona nomuut Bc€, Karsi. Kaxoro, KTo k Helt
npuKacajcs oHa XpaHuT B ceOe. TBOst Math, 1 ¥ TBOsSI pabadKa CTOSIM 371eCh. VICTOYHMK MOMHUT
Bech Haill por Ctyxunbix. Hactan TBoit uepes. BoT u Thl Tenephb, OMyCTH B HETO PYKHU.

AJnekceil Bctasl ooJjaib, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPYAM, CIIOBHO CTOPOHSICh UyXKOW CHJIbI, KOTOPYIO
oH ObUI BBIHYXJIeH npu3HaTh. Ha Katio oH He cMoTpet, TOJbKO Ha BOMY.

Kars yBepeHHO omycTiiiach Ha KOJIeHH Tiepeji yanieil. MeieHHo, He aBasi cebe BpeMeHM Ha
CTpax, OHa Morpysmia 00e pykd B BOAY IO JIOKOTb.

Huuero, Tonpko oGxuraommii xonon. Teicsur JeASHBIX WIJT BIWJIKCh B KOXY, 3aCTaBJIsis
najblel OHeMeTh. Karsl cTrcHysa 3yObl, HO BOjIa PE3KO Hayajia TerieTh. XOJoJ Pe3KO CMEHHJICS
’KapoM, KOTOPBIN MOJHUMAJICS OT MAJIBLEB K 3aISICThsIM, OOBOJIAKMBAJI KOXY, TPOHUKAJ BHYTPb, U C
HUM TPHIIUIO OIIyIIeHKe. DTO ObUTM HEe MBICIIH, HE 00pa3bl, a UMEHHO CTPAIIIHOE OLIYIIEHUE YberO-TO
MIPUCYTCTBUS. YKac MPOHMK B €€ AYIYy M OTPa3HICs MPOHU3BIBAIONIEH OOJbI0 Yepe3 MO3BOHOYHUK.
Omna 6osbilie He oiHa B cBOEM Tesie. KTo-To ermié ObuT 3/1ech, BHYTPH, TOTOBBIN CKaTh e€ cepaie. U
OH TOYHO 3HaeT e€. 3HaeT Tak, Kak OHa cama ceOs1 He 3HaJia.

Omna crosina y atoro ke Kimoua, HO 4y’)kMMU HOraMu U B MTHOBEHHE TiepecTtaia ObITh cOO0H, a
SIBUJIACh MOJIOJIOM JKEHIIMHOM C PaclyIleHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU — CBOEH MaTepblo. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa BCE,
YTO YYBCTBOBAJAa MaTh. DTO ObLT TAKOU JIMITKWIA W MAPAM3YIOIIUN CTpaX, CMEIIAHHBINA C SPOCTHIO.

22



A. CepebOpsikoBa. «CeBepHasi KpOBb»

Mars cmotpesna B Boy 1 Kats Buesa Tam JM1I0: My’KCKO€E, MOJIOZIOE, C XOJIOIHBIMH CEPIMU IJIa3aMHU.
10 6bUIO JIUIIO BosKkoBa, TONBKO Mosoke. Boga BOKpyr Hero 3amep3asa, MOKphIBasiCh KOPKOM JIbJa,
a OH CTMIOKOMHO M TIOYTH JIACKOBO YJbiOasicsi. VI MaTh OTAEpHYAAa PyKHU OT BObI, TOTOMY UTO MOHSLIA:
OH 3HaeT O Hell Bcé. OH yMTaer e€, Kak OTKPBITYIO KHUTY.

Bupenue cxibinyno. Kars cHoBa crayia co0oi, HO pyKH BCE eIné JpoKasid B TEIUIOH Bojie. A
MOTOM HaKaTWia BTOpas BOMHA. Yucras, He3aMyTHEHHAsI APOCTh. SIpOCTh cMemaHHas ¢ OOJbI0 OT
MpeaTeNnbCTBa. SpoCcTh TOrO, KTO CTOSLT 3716Ch MHOTO JieT Ha3a/l. 1o Obul BonkoB. OH ToXe Kacascs
9TOM Bombl. Boma 3anomamMIa ero 6o71pb 1 nepeaia e¢ Kare 6e3 ocrarka.

N Bapyr Kara ycasimana rosoc.

OH ObLT HU3KUI, BUOPUPYIOIIUH, MPOOHPAOIIUIACS IOl KOXKY Yepe3 caMmy BOIY, Yepe3 KPOBb,
yepe3 kocTi. OH He MOXO0X Ha YeJOBEYeCKUi, HO B HEM He ObUIO yrpo3sl. B HEM Oblia Oe3moHHasd,
HEeBbIHOCHMAsI TocKa. KaTs mouyBCTBOBasIa, Kak IO IIEKaM TEKYT YyXHUe CIE3bl. TOT rojioc He ObLT
yyxuM 1711 Katu. OH 3Byuyan B yHHUCOH KaXJOMY rojly €€ OIMHOKOM, 3aMepIliell Ha IIeCTHAALATh
JIET JKU3HMU.

— Tol Besib TOXE MOYYBCTBOBAJIA OOJNIErdyeHue, Koraa OHU yMepiu? — MPOU3HEC Tojloc. —
Tumuna. .. TTokoii... Hukto Gosnbiiie He yeaeT, He OpOCHT, He OCTABHT TeOs OJHY C UyKUMH JTIOAbMH.
HuxkTo Gonbltie He 3acTaBUT TeOs K AaTh. 51 3HAIO STOT MOKOM. { XWBY B HEM yke TpucTa JieT. Mnu ko
MHe, ¥ Tebe HUKOora OoJblie He PUAETCS PUTBOPSATHCS, UTO ThI ropioelis. Hukoraa He npuaércs
HOCHUTb 3Ty MAacCKy.

Kara xorena oTn€pHyTh pyKH, HO BOJIA JIepKala Kpemye JibJa. XoTeNa 3aKphdarh, HO €€ rojaoc
nponai. [Totomy 4To rosioc roBOpuII MpaBay, Ty Camylo IpaBjy, KOTOPYIO OHA MpsATaia Iaxe OT ceOsl.
Eit xotenock ero ciymatb. He motomy, 4To OH €€ 3acTaBiisiyl, a MOTOMY UYTO OH OBUI TIEPBBIM, KTO
Has3BaJ e€ HacTosMyIo 007b. [IepBbIM, KTO He cKa3an «OemHasi cupoTKa». [lepBbiM, KTO ckazai: «Her
3j1a B TOM, YTO Thl YE€CTHA C COOOM».

Ona 1ouyBCTBOBaJa, Kak BHYTPU 4YTO-TO pazkumaercs. Tyras, jeasHas npykHuHa, KOTOPYIO
OHa HOCWJIa B ceOe MHOTO JIeT, pa3kuMasach. 1o OblIo ciaaako. Tak crnaako, uro Kars ucmyranach
He rosoca, a cebs1. Mcmyranach TOro, 4to €ciiv OH 3aMOJYHT, OHA cama MOMPOCUT €r0 MPOAOJIKATh.
Omna cama notpe0OyeT pacckas3arh eil BCE J0 KOHIa, BCE, UTO OHA CKPBIBAET B cede.

Kak Bapyr, 4to-TO ropsiuee moTeKJIo 1o e€ BepxHel ryoe. M3 Hoca MeAJIeHHO TOTeKJIa KPOBb.
Ona Kamnana B yaury, pacTBOPsISICh B JIEASHON BOJIE M B TOT K€ MU, BOZIa BOKPYT €€ MaJIblIeB MO1UIa
psiobio. KaTs mouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak CO3HAHWE HAYMHACT YIUIbIBaTh. [lepen riazamMu BCE MOMYTHETIO U
TOr/1a TpyOble, CUJTbHBIE MBIl COMKHYJIMCh Ha €€ pyKe U PBaHYJIM BBEPX, BHIAUPAs JTAJOHU U3 BObIL.

Kars BckprkHyia, ot orpespJsiomieii 6oy, Bona B yare B3ApI0MIach U C IMIANICHUEM OMaa.
o moBepxHOCTH MpobOexkana Meskast psiob, el MoKa3aJIoch, YTO B OTPAKEHUN MEJIbKHYJIO JIUI0 —
He e€, He MaTepH, a KOro-To yy:xoro. HezHakomoe 1 )KyTKO€ JIMIO YeI0BeKa, C MEPTBEHHO-KEITHIMU
IJ1a3aMHU.

— He cmeit, — npopeiuan Anekceil. OH CTOST HaJ1L HEll yraB Ha KOJIEHH, B TPSI3U, MOKPBII OT
BHE3AITHO XJIBIHYBIIETro N0 As. Ero naipiipl, cxuMaBIige e€ 3amsictbe, ObUIA XOTOAHBIMU U IPYOBIMH.
OH He nomoraJ el — OH yIepXkUBaJl €€, KaK yAepKUBAIOT YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPbId BOT-BOT COPBETCS B
MPONAcCTh.

Kars tsxeno npina pyxHyia Ha cnivny. [lepen rmazamu misuin y€pHble kpyru. OHa nogHecna
NaJIbLIbI K JIMIY U YBUJEA HA HUX TEMHYIO, TYCTYIO, IOUYTH YEPHYIO KPOBb, YYKYIO KPOBb.

— 4 cnpimad. .. On roBoput He ¢ 1000, Katsa. OH ObET B TBOIO TeHb. B TO, UTO THI MpsSYeIIIh.
ITO ero opyxue. .. OH HAXOIuT O0JIb U JenaeT e€ cBoeid. He cmeii emy Beputh. Mms emy — Iammid.

Kars ¢ Tpynom cena, nprxkumast MOKpble pyku K rpyau. Cepaiie KOIOTUIOCh Tak, 4TO Ka3aioch,
BOT-BOT MPOOBET péOpa. 1 BMecTe ¢ 00ibI0, BMECTE C Y)KacoM, OHa TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA CThIA. JKryuwmid,
HEBBIHOCUMBI CTBIJ OT TOTO, YTO rosioc [lajmiero roBopui ¢ Heit Ha OHOM si3bIKe. JKYTKMIl CThIA,
B€/Ib OHA €r0 NIOHUMAJIA.
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AJnekceil cMOTpes Ha He€, HO IPUBBIUHBIN XOJIOZ B €r0 IV1a3ax UCYe3 Ha MrHOBeHbe. OcTanoch
TOJIBKO y3HaBaHWe. OH 3HaJ 3TOT CThIA, KOTOPBII KOTAA-TO MCHBITAJ caM MHOIO JIET Ha3a[, Korjaa
roJI0C TOBOPWJI C HUM 0 Muiiie, o ero opare.

— Orkyza Tl 3Haelb npo Hero? — cnpocuia Kars.

Anekceii nomomuait. [Torom onmycTuscs Ha KOPTOUKH PsIIOM C HEM.

— IloToMy 4TO OH TOBOPWMJI M CO MHOM. §I MHOTO JIeT uiiy cBoero Opara — Muiiy. B ToT neHs
s1 ObL1 BriepBbie y 3Toro Kimoua. ['onoc Tlaamiero s ycabiman toraa Brepsble. OH ckazal MHE TO, YTO
s caM Oosuics pu3HaTh B cebe. UTo s ycran uckarh, YTo s X04y, 4ToObl Muiia Obu1 MEPTB, a He
KUB. [IoTOMy 4TO MEPTBOrO MOXXKHO IIOXOPOHUTb U KUThb JaJbIIe. A JKMBOIO HYXKHO CIIacaTh U 3TO
HEBBIHOCUMO.

— W uro 1B coenan?

— 4 pa36un nén. Takxke Kak Tl cerogas Boxy. Ho oH BepHysics. OH Bcerja BO3BpaIiaeTcs.
[Toromy uTO OH nuTaercs He Bpaxaoi. OH MUTaeTcs HAIMMU TallHaMU. TeM, 4To Mbl IpSUeM JIpyT
OT JIpyra v OT camux ceOsl.

OH npotsHy eii pyky. Kats cekyHy KoneOaiach, IIOTOM B3sIach 3a €ro JIAIOHb H TOTBITAJIACh
noaHsAThesl. Horn He nepxamu. OHa nmokauHynach U AJieKcer MOJXBaTWi €€, IpUAepkKaB 3a IUIeYO.
Omna okazanach npuxarou K ero rpyau. OT Hero rnopesiio KakuM-TO CIIOKOMCTBUEM, paHee HeBeJaH-
HBIM OT Jpyrux joaeil. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK CUJIBHO U HEPOBHO ObETCs ero cepatie. OH He oTcTpa-
HWICS, a 3aJiepKall e€ Ha CeKyH]y JoJiblle, yeM TpedoBanock. Ho B 3T0M cekyHae ObUIO HE COUyB-
CTBHE, a HanpsibkeHue. B3anmHoe paszipaxkeHue, CMelIaHHOe ¢ 4eM-TO 0ojiee TEMHBIM.

— IMouemy ThI MOMOTaEIIb MHE? — CIpOCHIIa OHA. — ThI ke XOTes, YTOOHI S yexasna.

AJnekcell OTIyCTUJI €€ M OTCTYIIWJI Ha LIar.

— IMoTomy 4TO 5 TymMaJ1, 9To ThI CIOMAeIIbCsl, — cKazas oH. — $1 s jan atoro. 51 ObLT yBepeH,
YTO THI yeJIelllb, KaK ye3:kaioT Bce. Ho Tl He cliomanach 1 Ternepsb 5 He 3Halo, YTo ¢ TOOOH JesaTh.

OH pasBepHyJIcs U, He CKa3aB OOJIbIle HU CJIOBA, MCYe3 B TyMaHe.

Tonbko B aToT MOMeHT Kats yBuaena Mpuny, kotopas crosna y Kimova. Kars npunsiace BeITH-
paTh KPOBb C TyObl THUIBHOW CTOPOHOM JIQJIOHH, pa3MasbiBasi e€ mo noadopoaky. Mpuxa Huyero He
ckaszana. Tompko B3si1a Kario 3a pyky v nosesna rpous ot Kioya.

— UYro TBI YBU/IENA, KTO TOBOPUJI € TOOOM? — cripocia MpuHa.

— 41 5e 3Ha10, BosikoB Ha3Bai ero Ilagmmm.

— Yro oH ckazan tede?

— IIpaBny, — orBernna Kara. — OH cka3an mHe nipasay. U s He 3Halo, UTO C HEll Jesarh.

Npuna nomomnyana. [Torom Tixo oreTniIa:

— 310 U ecThb camoe crpaiHoe. He ero y10xb, a ero npasjaa. BoakoBel Bcerga ropopsr npasuy,
oHU nHave He MoryT. [Taammii Toxe 6puT BonkoBeiM. Korma-To.

Kats noBepHynack K Heil. BHyTpu 4To-TO IIENKHYIIO.

— TTagnmii 6601 BonkoBeiM?

— Ha. OH nopoaut Bpaxkay, HO TipeJasl CBoo KpoBb. U 3a 310 ero 3anepnu camu BosikoBsl,
MOTOMY 4TO OOsLHCh ero cuiibl. Ho oHM ommbnuck B 00psijie U 9acThb ero xyxa octajiachk B Kimoue.
Ho on He nomken Obl1 TeOs1 HalTH eciy Obl He 3HAJ O TBOEM CyliecTBOBaHUU. OH K€ 3HAeT, 3HAUUT
OHU OIINOIUCH.

Wpuna cxana e€ pyKy Kpernue 1 B rojoBe €€ IpoMesIbKHYJIa MbIC/Ib: «OHU MPUHECIN Harpac-
HYIO KEPTBY».

— Tl nomkHA 3HaTh, HA YTO UIEIL, — TIponosukmia puna. — Eciu Te Oyaens 60poThest
C HUM, Tebe TpUaETcss OOPOTHCS ¢ COOOM.

Kars He xoTena et oTBe4aTh, M OHH T MOJTYa ¥ CHOBA MUHOBAJIM 3aBOfb. TOT camblil Oeper,
rae vac Hazan cuzen CemEH-nonovHuK. TobKo Tenephb JoaKa Obuia mycra.

— He cmotpu Ha Boy, — He obopaunBasich, ckazaia MpuHa.

Ho Kars ne crana ciymats 1 Opocuiia CBOM B3IJIsII B CTOPOHY 3aBOJIU.
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B TI/IXOI';I, HGHOIIBH)I(HOﬁ 1agu 1jiaBajia Ctapas, BBIOBETIIAA JICHTA. Karg BUACIa TaKUE JICHTDI
paHbllie B KOIIMapHbIX cHax. X BIuieTaan B BOJIOCH IOKOMHMIIAM — MOJIOJBIM AeBYyIIKaM. JleHTa
KOJIBIXaJIaCh Ha BOJIE, HE TIPUOKASACh K Oepery, CJIOBHO XkJajia KOro-To.

Betep ctux. OHM yXOIWIM OT peKH, OCTaBJIss MIAIKYIO Kak 3epKajio 3aBob. Kats odepHynach
Y B 9TOM 3epKaJie 3aMeTHJIa Pa3MBIThIA CUTY3T, CTOSIIMIA Ha ToM Oepery. OHa mofimasia ero MepT-
BEHHO-KEJTHIN B3IJISI/I, HO OH Cpa3y ucues.

— 4 xe ckazana: He cMOTpH, — noBropwiia Mpuna. I'onoc e€ mpo3Byyas riyxo U ycrao.

Bepuysimce nomoit, Kats cpasy npoiiiia Ha BTOpO# 3Tak B BAHHYIO KOMHATY, IJI€ IPUHSIIACh
MBITh PyKH. TE€pia ux A0Jro, MoYTH OXKEeCTOUEHHO. Koka mokpacHesna, HO OLIYIIEHUE YyKOTO MpHU-
CYTCTBHS HE YXOAMUJIO. A TIOTOM B BOJIE, HA CAaMOM I'pPaHHULIE CBETa M TEHH, YTO-TO MPOCTYNUJIO. DTO
6bIJIa HE I'psA3b, HE KPOBb, 4 TOHKAA, TEMHAas HUTb, KOTOpad U3BHUBAJIACh 1101 BOIOI0, KaK JKMBas. Kara
3amepia. HUTe 1pornysa u yepe3 MrHOBEHbE MCUe3a, 3aCTaBUB BOAY IOTEMHETb.

B nBepsix crosiia Mpuna. Kats He ciblana, kak oHa Bonuia. CTapyxa cMOTpesia Ha paKOBHHY,
1 HAYero He ckaszasa. [Ipocto Bbiuia mpous. M e€ Moryanue ObUIO CTpaliiHee JI000ro 0ObICHEHUS.

Karg nomina B cBoio KOMHATy 1 10 CcaMOW TEMHOTHI He BbIXOAWJIA, MIPUCITYIINUBAACH K 3ByKaM
B IOM€ U K I'yI€HUIO B CO6CTB€HHLIX BUCKaAx.

Beuepom MpuHa cama nmpriHecsa ei KpyXKy TPaBsSHOTO Yasi ¥ TAPEJIKY C JIOMTEM PiKaHOTO XJieda
1 KyCKOM X0JIoiHOro Macina. [locraBuiia Ha NOIOKOHHUK, HUYETo He cKa3asia, Bbillula. Kars He npu-
TpPOHyJIach K efe. Yail ocTbUI PSIIOM C Heil, [OKa OHa CUjeNa y OKHa C JHEBHHMKOM Mmarepu. OHa
JIMCTaNa CTPAHUIIbI, TTOKA He HallIa Ty, 4To uckajia. Ha Heit 6bun cTpokn: «OH cam ObLT KOT/Ia-To
padoMm y cyas0Obl, HO CBOOOLY OTIaT HeOecam».

— ToI oTHAN CBOOOMY, — MpoIenTaia oHa. — A UYTO TONY4YWT B3aMeH?

JueBHuK Momyail. Ho rae-To riryGoKo Moj JOMOM, B CTApOM MOA3EMeINbe, TUIIMHA APOTHYIA.
U kpacHast HUTH Ha (ppecke HATAHYJIACh YYTh CUJIbHEE.

Kats storo He 3Hana. Ho oHa 3Hana apyroe: oHa ero noHsuia. M 3To monnManue ObLI0 omacHee
000 HEHABUCTH.
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I'taBa 4. BoJkoB.

Anexcelt nepecTynuI opor, KOIja JIeC YK€ OKOHYATENIbHO YTOHYJI B TEMHOTE.

CBeT OH He 3akK€Er, a MPOCTO CKMHYJI MOKPYIO KYPTKY Ha JIABKY, TSKEJIO OITyCTUJICS Y OCTBIBILIEN
NeYM ¥ TIPUBAJIMJICS CITMHOM K IIepiiaBbiM OpéBHaM. Pybaxa nuruia k tesy. Xoaon MeaIeHHO TOofI-
HUMAJICSI OT MOSICHUIIBI K JIONIAaTKaM, Oy/TO JOM BTSITMBAJ €r0 B ce0sl, IpOBepsisi Ha IPOYHOCTb.

JloM BCTpeTJ1 €ro TyCToM, BJIaKHOU, ITIOYTH KUBOW THUILIMHOM. 3a TpU roga AJIEKCer MPUBbIK
K Hel. Jlaske Haydwiicsl B Hell JbIIAaTh, HO CETOHS THIIMHA OblIa HACTOPOKEHHOM.

OH cMOTpeJT Ha CBOM PYKH M YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHAJIBIIAX €IE KUBET UysKasi OOJIb.

Yac Hazag stuMu pykamu oH Aepxkail Kario 3a 3ansactbe. OHa pBajiack, HO OH HE OTITyCKaJl.
He u3 35mocty, a u3 crpaxa. M3 Toro 1peBHEro, 3BEpUHOIO YCUJIMSA yIepXkKaTh, HE JaTh COPBAThCA 32
YepTy, OTKyAa HE BO3BpALAIOTCA. B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT OH IOHSUI, YTO CKaJl CIMIIKOM CHJIBHO. [lo
6omu. [lo xpycra.

Tenepp 3Ta XBaTKa KIVIa YKE €r0 CaMoro.

OH nopomen Kk MEIHOMY PYKOMOMHHUKY Y IBEPU M JOJIrO TEP JIAJOHU IOJ JIEASHOU CTPYEN.
Kosxa ropena. Boga cMbIBasia 6010THYIO Ipsi3b, HO HE CMBbIBAJIA Ipyroe: 4yKOi MyJIbC, YyKyI0 XpyII-
KOCTb, BBEBIINNCS M0J] HOI'TH CTPax.

Korna oH nepekpbli1 Bomy, NaJIbLbl €IIE TPOXKAIH.

Anekcelt He cral BeITUparh pyku. [IpocTo onmycTiit ux BAOJb Tesla U MPUCITYIHAJICH.

B ryOune goma ckpunHnyia nonosuna. [lorom emmé oaHa.

Tuxo. Kak eciu Obl 10 1aIbHEMY KOPHIOPY MPOIIET OOCUKOM KTO-TO OY€Hb 3HAKOMBIN. Miu
OUYEHb CTaphbIN.

Anexceil He o0epHyJIcs. B 3TOM 10Me 3ByKM peiko 03Havau ABrxkeHre. FIHoria oM O3HaYaIu
namATh. VlHOrIa — npeaynpexaeHue.

3a MyTHBIM CTEKJIOM 4epHe Jiec. BeTep Opocas B OKHO KpyIlly MOKPOTO CHera, U CTEKJIa 3Be-
HEJIM TOHKO M CJIMIIKOM >kajloOHo. Kak Bceraa, Hazi TOmbIo T71emmu 6010THbIe orHi. OHM ObLTN KENTHIE,
3bI0KHE, OOJIE3HEHHO SIPKUE, CJIOBHO KTO-TO IIEN CKBO3b TPSICHHY C IIPUKPBITON JIaJIOHSMH CBEYOM.

CeronHsi OTHU ropesy 371ee OOBIYHOTO.

Anekceii Halynas oy pyOaliKkoi HIyHTUT Ha TpyOoM ImHypke. KameHb ObUT TEMIBIM, CIOBHO
KMBBIM. [laxe B camble JIIOTbIE 3MMHUE HOUM OH OCTaBaJICSA JJI1 HETO €IUHCTBEHHBIM TEIJIOM B 3TUX
CTEHax.

Muia BCy4ns eMy ero nepej TeM, Kak IIarHyTh B TyMaH.

«Ecim 51 He BEpHYCb, OH IOKAXET TO, YTO 5 HE YCIIEJ CKa3aTb», — 3allOMHWII €70 CJI0Ba AJIeK-
CEH.

AJleKkcell CTUCHYJI KaMEHb.

Tpu roga o xoaui k Kiody, HO TOT ObuT 1151 Hero MEPTBBIM. Tpu rofa kaaj, 4To uyxas Bojga
JACT XOTb Kakou-To oTBeT. HOo kamMeHb Moyas. Momuas 1 pogHUK. A CerogHs BCE U3MEHUIIOC.

Omna npunuia.

Cryxuna Kars.

W B™MEcCTE € HEW POIHUK OXKUIL.

JleBUOHKa CO B3IVISAA0M, B KOTOPOM OBUIO CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'O ITCTOTBI, CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO HEe KaK
Ha yrposy. Xyke TOoro, Kak Ha JocajHylo noMexy. Kak OyaTo ero MoxHO ObUIO He OOAThCS. DTO
6ecusio. OHa CTaHOBWJIACH KPUBBIM 3€pKaJIOM, B KOTOpOoM AJleKceil Bujiesl COOCTBEHHOe Oeccuive.

On =e xoren e€ npuesga. Ho 3Han, yro oHa npug€r. Takue Bely OH HE B CUJIaX OCTAaHOBUTB.

oM BoJIKOBBIX, PU3EMUCTBIN, BPOCLIMIA B CBIPYIO 3€MJIIO, YK€ ITIOU4YBCTBOBAJ €€. B omune
OT KaMeHHBIX XOpOoM CTYXHHBIX, IIPOIUTAHHBIX U3PA3LIOBbIM YIOTOM U JIABAaHJOBBIM TEIUIOM, 3TOT
cpyO max MxoM, XBOel M cTapoii bliblo. OH He 0OHUMAaI — OH TpeOOoBaJl.
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AJnekceil IPOIIEN B CBOIO Y3KYyI0, aCKETUYHYIO, KaK KeJibsi, KoMHary. Hag u3ronoBbem Buceln
MaTepUHCKUI 0Oeper 13 MOJbIHY, NepeBs3aHHbINA Y€pHON HUTHIO. OH ceJl Ha Kpail KpOBaTH, I0CTa
LIYHTUT Y TIOJIOKWJI €r0 Ha JIaJOHb.

YEpHbIil, MaTOBBII, UCCEUEHHBIN TOHKUMU TPEITMHAMU.

Ha crone crosina nHeponuras Kpyxka 4as. Ha taGypete sexana pybaxa, KOTOpPYIO OH Tak M
He yHEC B cyHAyK. Ha MogoKoHHMKE IMy4oK CYIIEHOU KpamuBbl, CBSI3aHHbIA CYypOBOM HUTKOW. Bcé
CTOSJIO Ha CBOMX MecCTax. M OT 3TOro Ka3ajioch e yyKuM.

Korpa Mumia ymien, Anekceit aai, 4To KaMeHb ocThiHeT. CTaHeT MpocTo MEPTBOM MOPOAOH.
Ho on nponomkain nepxarh TEMJIO: pOBHOE, YEJIOBEYECKOE.

W B 3TOM OBLIO CaMOE CTpaIIHOe: 3HaTh, YTO Muina riae-1o ectb. Ho He 31ech. He cpeny KuBbIX.

OH nopHEC MIyHTUT K rydam U BioxHYJ. Hu obnauka mapa. Hu oTkimka.

W3 nanpHero KoHIa joma JOHECCS HETPOMKUM CTYK.

ITotom em€ onuH.

Auekceit cpasy y3HaII TOT 3BYK. DTO MaTh YTO-TO MEepeKIIaabiBaia Ha KyxHe. Mm riena obe-
per. iu ipocto He Moria CUJETh B TUIIIMHE.

— CHosa xonun k Kiouy.

l'onoc I'asnHbl paccék nmonympak, Kak cepil.

Anexceit noBepHyJcs. OHa cTosia B IBEPHOM MTPOEME — cyXasl, TpsiMasi, C TYCKJIbIM cepeOpoM
pomoBoro odepera Ha rosice. B e€ cepbix m1a3zax He ObIJIO YCTATOCTH ChIHA. TONBKO KECTKAS, pexyIas
SICHOCTb.

— Xoaui, — TIIyX0 CKa3aJsl OH, He 000paunBasiCh.

— C nent?

— Ha. C nein.

lanmHa mardyaa Oivke ¥ IOCMOTpesia B OKHO, Ha OOJIOTHBIC OTHHU.

— OmHa Benp CtyxuHa. Thl 3Haelllb, YEM 3TO 3aKOHUMUTCH.

— 3Harwo.

[Tay3a noBucia Me:xay HUMU, TSKENAs, BA3KAs.

lasimHa MeIeHHO TIpoBeJIa JIaJOHBIO 10 KOCSKY JABEpH, OyATO MpoBepsis, He BEET JIU OTCHI-
peBliiee iepeBo ceOst HenpaBUWIbHO. [ToTOM ycMexHynach — OJHUMU ryOaMH.

— TBoii Opar Toxe QyMall, 9To 3HaeT BCE.

VYV Anekces CBeJIO MasbLBL.

Muia ymén 3a mpaBod U crHAi Ha 6onoTax. C Tex nmop AJieKcell HOCHII ero MOTYaHHue Kak
MIPOKJISATUE, & YEPHBII KaMEHb — KakK MOCJIEAHIO YIpo3y.

— 41 He OH, — mpoLEANIT OH.

— BepHo, — cyxo ckazana matb. — TbI Xyke. Muima XoTst Obl He OOsIICSI TOBOPUTh. A Thl
Konuib MoyaHue. [loka oHO He HauMHAeT pe3arhb TeX, KTO PS/IOM.

Ona pa3BepHyach 1 BbllILIa. B Bo3/1yxe ocTascs 3amax cTapocTU U pKaBUMHBIL.

laymna He cpasy ymnuia k cebe. B KoHIle Kopuaopa OHa OCTAaHOBWJIACH, MPHXKaJA JIAJ0Hb K
MOTEMHEBIIMM OpEBHAM M HA MUT 3aMepiia, Oy/ATO Cylaia, Kak AbIIINAT JOM.

JloM aplat: MeUIeHHO, Tskesno. Kak 3Bepb BO CHe.

Ona 3HaJ1a 3TOT I0M J10 TIOCJIEIHE 111eJTi. 3Haa KaAblid cKpu 1oz nosioM. U 3Hana, 4to celH
ceiiyac cuIuT y ceOsi, CKMMaeT KaMeHb M CHOBA 30BET TOTO, KTO HE OTBEYAET.

Ha kyxHe, Ha crore, Jiexast odeper, KOTOpbIid OHa Havasla TUIeCTH B JIeHb, Korna Muima yimen.
YépHast HUTb, TIOJIBIHB M TOHKas pssOMHOBast BeTKa. Ho BOT y3en Tak u He ObLT JOBSI3aH O KOHIIA.

lasmna cena, MOATSAHYAA HUTH OJIMKE M CHOBA B3su1ach 3a padoTy. [1aiblibl CyIaich MmIoxo.
IlepBblil y3e1 JIOMHYJI C CyXUM TPECKOM.

Ona He apornyna. TonbKo MOCMOTpesa Ha 00OPBaHHYIO HUTh, CMOTaJIa €€ B KJIyOOK M Havasa
3aHOBO.

AJnekceil TeM BpEMEHEM CIIOJ3 Ha I0J1 U YNEPCS CIIMHOW B KPOBATh, MO/IKAB HOTU.
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OH OTKHMHYJI KPBIIIKY CTApOr0O CYHJyKa U HaIlynaJs Moj CIekaBUIeNCs Of1eXK 0N KaMEHb.

TEMHBII KaMeHb HEMPABUIIBHOU (DOPMBI: C OIHOM IJIAJAKOW IPAHBIO U PBAHBIM CKOJIOM C IPYTOM.
B o6mem o6bruHbI KaMeHb. Takoi MOXHO MOAHATH Ha oOoM Oepery. Ho oH ObLT BaxkeH ISl HETo.

It0 ObUT TOJAPOK OT MHuIy.

OHnu Tor1a CUJEIH Y JIECHOTO 03€pa, KyAa MOYTH HUKTO He Xoquil. He MecTo cuiibl v He poioBoi
ucroyHuK. [Ipocto BoAa, BallyHbl M TyMaH, JIeKalllMil Ha YEPHOII IT1au.

BonkoBb He cuntamy BoAy cBoel ctuxuei. it Hux oHa Obl1a ayskoil. Kak u BCE, uto cBsI3aHO
co CTyXMHBIMHU.

AJexceit BBIPSUT TVIOCKME KAMHH, CTapasich, 9YTOOBI T€ MPHIrajiy 1o Bofe. MuIlia cuiesn psaom,
NepeKaThiBaJl B JIAJIOHU TAJIbKY U MOJTYaJl.

— 3Haelllp, YTO roBOpAT? — BAPYT cnpocui Muina. — Yro Boga BCE MOMHUT. YTO MOKHO
MIPUIATH U CIIPOCUTb.

— Bopa Huyero He MOMHUT, — oTpe3ai ANieKcel. — ITo cKa3ku 1711 CTyKUHBIX.

— Hy na, — xmbikHy;1 Muia. — 3aTo KaMeHb TOYHO TIOMHUT. JIexkuT ceOe 1 He JiesaeT BUI,
YTO MIOHUMAET JIIOJIEH.

OH pazxaJ JIaJ0Hb.

Ha neii nexan TEMHBII KaMeHb C OCTPBIM CKOJIOM.

— Hepxu, — ckazan Mumma. — Ecii Boga y HUX BCE IOMHUT, MYCTh Y HAC KaMeHb 3a0bIBaeT.
Wnm nHao6opot. Kak monaér.

Anekceil Torga B3su1 KAMEHb MOJTYA.

Bonbiiie Muiia He BCHOMHHAI 00 3TOM KaMHe. AJIeKcel ke COXpaHWII ero, caMm He 3Has s
Yero.

A Tenepb ITOT TSKENBIN, MEPTBBIN, KaK BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT Opara, KaMeHb Jiexkan y Ajekcest
B JIAJIOHMU.

OH 1poBEN OONBIIMM MaJIBLIEM [0 PBAHOMY CKOJy M mogymant: «Muia ommobancs. KameHb
HUYero He TOMHUT. OH MPOCTO eCTh». KaKuMu ropbKUME OKa3aJTUCh 3TH MBICTH. AJIeKcel yopa ero
00paTHO B CYHAYK ¥ 3aKPbUI KPBIIIKY.

IToTtoM OH 3anpOKMHYJI TOJIOBY M 3aKpbLI IJ1a3a.

['me-to mox mosom, B CHIpOW ITyOMHE 3€MJIM, YTO-TO IIyXO BOPOYaJOCh — TO JIM OOJIOTO,
TO JIU MaMsATh, TO JIA KPOBb, CTyvaliasi B BUCKax. JIoM Moi4ai, HO 9TO MONYaHUE yke He ObUIo
mycThiM. CJIOBHO KTO-TO 4y:KOM HE IIPSYETCsl, HO OYEHb BHUMATEJIbHO BCIIYILIMBAETCS, CJIOBHO YUTAET
YX MBICJIU, ¥ BBUKUAAET JIyUYIIMI MOMEHT.

C KyxHM JI0HECCS e/1Ba CIIBIIIHBIN LIeJIeCT — MaTh CHOBA TsAHYJIa HUTh. Y cHOBa, OH 3HalI TO,
YTO HUTB NIOPBETCS, a CTapyXxa BCE paBHO HAYHET 3aHOBO. [Toka xBarut nasnsles. [Toka xBaTUT HOUM.
Beku TsKenenu, co3HaHME OBEMBAJ TYMaH YCTaJIOCTH, CMEIIaHHOIO ¢ HamnpsikeHueM. OH He 3Hal,
CKOJIBKO ITPOCHIEIT TaK, MIPEkK/IE YEM I1a3a 3aKPbUIKCH.

Korma oH OTKpBLT I71a3a, 32 OKHOM CTOSIT Cepblid, OONBHON paccBeT. DTo ObLT HE CBET, a €ro
BOJISIHUCTAs1 TEHb.

AJekcell MeIJIEHHO TIOAHSUICS, HAKMHYJ KypPTKY W CHPATAT TOPSYUIA HIYHIUT MOJ pyOarky.
Kamensb *€r rpyap, OyaTo B HEM OMIIOCH YTO-TO KUBOE U 3JI0€.

B 1ome naxJio yTpeHHUM JBIMOM U cTapbiM JepeBoM. ['anmHa Obiia yxe Ha KyxHe. OH ycrbImal,
KaK OHa IOCTaBUJIa Ha TUIMTY YyTYHHBII YallHUK U KaK KOPOTKO, CEPAMTO 3BSIKHY/Ia KPBIIIKa, KOIja
Ta He JIeria ¢ EPBOro pasa.

OH npoén MUMO JBEpH, HE 3arJIsi/IbIBasl.

— Tloemb, — ckazana [amua. OHa He cripocuIia, a MPOU3HECTa 3TO KakK 00s3aTeIbCTBO, OT
KOTOPOTO HE OTKA3bIBAIOTCSI.

AJnexkceil OCTaHOBUIICS.

— 4 He rononeH.

— MHe Bcé paBHo. Tol He cniast. [lo Beuepa y TeOsi CUJT He XBaTHT.
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B e€ romoce He ObUTO HU Teruia, HU ynpéka. Tonbko cyxas, keje3Has 3a00Ta, KOTOPYIO OH
MIOMHUJI C JIETCTBA: MaTh HUKOIJA HE CIIpalllMBala, XOUeT JiM OH ecTb. OHa IPOCTO CcTaBWja ey Ha
CTOJL.

AJnexceil BCE ke 3alleN Ha KyXHIO.

Ha crone nesxan Kycok pxkaHoro xjeda M CTosia KpyKKa ocThiBIero yas. ['anuHa cupena y
OKHa, He IJIsi/Isl Ha Hero, W 1uiena ooeper. [anbipl e€ Obut XyIpIMU, CYXUMHM, U OT STOrO Ka3aIucCh
emg OwIcTpee.

Anexceit B3s11 xJ1€0. OTJIOMIIT HEMHOTO.

— 41 no¥igy K HeW, — cKa3aJl OH.

— 3Harwo.

OHa He nogHsiIa r1a3. ToNMbKO HUTH B €€ pyKax XpyCTHYJIA: JIOHYJIA.

— Torna xoTs ObI He ¢ MYCTHIMU pyKaMu, — J0OaBHJIa OHA, He MeHssl ToHa. — He mo3opbcest
nepes; CTyXMHBIMU.

AJekcell MoNoKuI XJied 0OpaTHO Ha CTOJ.

— 41 He rononeH, — MOBTOPUII OH.

3areM OH BBIIIEN, HO OCTAHOBUJICS B CEHSIX.

CkBO3b 1I€JIb NOJ JBEPHIO TAHYJO JIEASHBIM CKBO3HSKOM. [7Ie-To CHapyXu, Hal TOIIbIO,
KOPOTKO ¥ XPUILIO MPOKpUYAIa HEBUIUMAsI ITHULIA. DTO ObLT CIOBHO OKJIHK.

AJnekceil TOJKHYJI IBEpb U IATHYJ B CEPYI0, BA3KYIO MITTY.

CerogHs OH IOHIET K HEH.

He motomy uto xo4er. [TotomMy 4TO OTCTYymNaTh OOJIBIIE HEKY/IA.
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I'naBa 5. Uy:xkoi ciepn.

Kars mpocHynacek Tak, OyATO KTO-TO 3aCTaBUJI €€ MPOOYAUTHCS, BHIPBAB U3 CHA.

Hom =e mymen. Tummmna ObUta rycTOM, HACTOPOKEHHOM, KaK BOjIa B KOJIOIIIE TIepes TeM, Kak
Tyaa OpocsAT KameHb. Eif CHIIOCh Kak OHa CTOMT Ha MOpOre 3TOro ke JOMa M CMOTPHUT B OKHO Ha
cBo€ orpaxenne. Orpaxenue yapidaercs. OHa ke HeT. A 3a CIIMHOM e€ y/BIOAIoerocst OTpaKeHHsI
OBUI KTO-TO C KpacHbIM KaMHEM Ha TaJjblie. KTo-To menrtan e€ uMs Tak TUXO, YTO €ro ryObl MOYTH
HE JBUTAJIUCh.

ITporoHss ot ceOst KOUIMapHBI COH, OHA ceJla Ha KPOBATH U MOTsAHYJAach. Y KPOBaTH Jiexkall
PIOK3aK, U3 OOKOBOTO KapMaHa KOTOPOro TOopyas Kpai e€ 6eoro, 6ecrione3Horo 3/1ecb MOOMIBHOTO
tenedoHa. B nepBblii AeHb Nponasa ceThb, IOTOM yMepia 3apsaaka. Mup yBeioMJIeH i, HOBOCTEN U
YY)KHMX: «Tbl [A€?» Tak ObICTPO CTaJl Ka3aTbCs BbIIYMKOMW. Terneph 10M yxke NprUHUMa €€ Kak CBOIO,
HO Karsl Bcé-Taku BOTKHYJIA 3aps/IKy B po3eTKy y okHa. He misns Ha u€pHblii 9KpaH. Bapyr korna-
HHUOY/Ib OHA MOWMaeT CUTHA. BApyr KTo-HUOYIb CIIPOCUT: «ThI KUBA?».

3ateM OHa mpuBesa cedsl B OPAJOK, OHA YK IPUBBIKJIA K TOM BaHHOM KOMHare, KOTopas
LIEJIMKOM CTaJla PUHAJIeKaTh €, CIOBHO Tak ObLIO Beersa. M BOT OHa yxke criycKaeTcs 110 JIECTHULIE.

BHM3Y naxy1o MpUBBIYHBIM YIOTOM, HO OBUIO TaKOE OIIYIIEHHUE, YTO y MEeUYH eBa CJBIIIHO KTO-
TO LIYPLINUT, HO 3TO ObLIM He 1aru. YTo-To CTpaHHOE, HE MOXOKee Ha XJIONOTH HA YTPEHHe! KyXHe.
CoBHO KTO-TO OBICTpO NepeOupaer cyxue Tpasbl. Kars 3agepikanach Ha CTyNeHbKe, BCIIyIalach U
TOJIBKO ITOTOM CITyCTHJIACh, PELIMB, YTO €€ NOYyAUIOCh.

Ha kyxHe oHa He yBu/iesla HUKOTO, HO Ha Kpalo MEeYKU CTOST eIlE TEMJIbINA, UyTyHHBIN YallHUK.
JIBe JIyKOBMILIBI CTPAHHO M BEJIMUYECTBEHHO JIeKaJIU TOJ JIbHAHBIM MosoTeHueM. OHa ocMoTpesach
Y pelmia cama MpUroToBuTh cede 3aBTpak. He mbiTasich pazoOparbcst B TOM, KaK YCTpOEHa Ieyb,
OCMOTPEBIINCh, OHA HalllIa noj Oy(peToM cTapyio IUIMTKY ¢ IByMsl KOH(popkamu. CIEpHYB ¢ Heé
TIOJKEJITEBIIYI0 KJIeEHKY, OHa BKIoumiIa e€. [InmuTka 3arynena HU3KO M OOMKEHHO, Kak CYIIECTBO,
KOTOpO€e pa30yuiIi NOCJIE A0ITOi 3UMHEN CsTYKK. Pyku paboTtaiu camu 1o IpUBBIUKE: SHLA, COJb,
OrOHb MEHbIIIE U BOT TOTOBbIN, PUBbIUHBINA 3aBTPAK alIETUTHO JIET Ha TapesKy. 3aTeM OHa Hallljia
KPYXKKY Y 3aBaprJia yaid. Teruiblii 4yryHHbI YalHUK OKa3auics, KcTaTh. YaiiHble TpaBbl, OOHAPYXKeH-
Hble B Oy(ere, mpuuMch Mo BKycy. Kars ena cTos y okHa, Tak ke, Kak koraa-to B EkarepunOypre,
B UyXXHUX KBapTHpax, IJie NMocjie He€ He OCTaBaIOCh Jaxe 3amaxa. ApOMAaTHbIN yail MpUAal CUJIbl U
YBEPEHHOCTH.

Ve coOmpasich YITH, OHA 3aMeTHJIa CTPAHHOCTH B cTekJIe. OTpakeHne OCTaHOBUJIOCH Ha JI0JTIO
CEeKyH/bl Mo3%ke, ueM oHa cama. Karsa Mopraysa. HaBaxaeHue rcuessno. OcTtanoch TOJIbKO HEMPUAT-
HOE 9X0: OyITO B €€ OTpakeHWH KTO-TO JAPYrod ycriesl BAOXHYTh. Mypallkul ycrenu npooexars 1o
TeJly, HO 3HAYEHUs STOMY OHa BCE-TakM He npuaaia. CIUIIKOM MHOTO CTPaHHOCTEN 3a 3T JHU.

Oma nojionia K pakoBUHE U, IOMBIB TapeJiKy, KPYKKY, BUJIKY, OHa OTKpPbLJIa SIIUK, B KYXOH-
HOM TapHUTYpPE, KOTOPbIN TaK yIauyHO BIMCHIBAJICS B 0OCTAaHOBKY JToMa. Pa3iokuB BCE 1o mectam eé
NaJblbl, HATKHYJIMCh Ha YTO-TO TBEPHOE. DTO OBbUI CTapblii KOHBEPT Oe3 Mapku. BHyTpH Hero Obuia
noxenreniuas gororpadusa. Monoaas MpuHa, oHa y3Hana e€ ¢ JIETrKOCThIO, CIIUMIIKOM Y3HABAaeMblid 1
cutbHBIHA B3rIs. C MprHO# Oblia JKEHIIMHA, OYeHb MOX0Xasi HA MaMy, CTOSJTM OHHM OKOJIO MX JIOMa.
Ha masblie y TOif, yto ObUTa MOX0Xa Ha Mamy, ObUIO KOJBIIO C KPacHBIM KamHeM. KameHb kazaicst
KUBBIM JIake Ha Oymare, HEOOBIYHO KUBBIM.

— Tbl noHKMMaerb, — pe3kuii rosioc ipuHsl y He€ 3a criHoM ciierka ucryrai Kario, — B 3Tom
JOMe BCIO )KU3Hb KOPMIJIM BCEX M BCEra. A Terepb BIEPBbIE 32 MHOTO JIET KTO-TO MOEJT B OIMHOYKY.

Kars cynyna kouBept oOpatHo. He oGepHyBIIMCh cpasy.

— 41 mpocTo He xoTesla HUKOTro OyAuTb.
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— [Monumaro. Yto aenath, Takue MpUBHIYKK. Ho 3TO BOBCce He 3HAYMT, YTO Thl ObLJIA OHA,
— HWpwuna nposena TpANkKoil no croiay. — JloM 3aroMuHaer Tex, KTo AejiaeT BcE€ B onuHovecTse. U
3allOMHHAET HAJ0Jr0, OH 3TOr0 He JMoOUT. OCOOEHHO TeX, KTO MPSIYeT CTapble CHUMKH.

Kars mpomonyana. Cepriie HeOOBSICHUMO CTYKHYJIO Yallle, 4eM ciieioBasio. Ho onpaBasBaThes
OBLIO HE B YeM, /1a U HE XOTEJIOCh.

Brpyr B mpuxoxeii 4to-To rpoxHyno. Kars ¢ obnerdenrem rnogymana o ToM, Kak yAaqHo Tpe-
pBaH ux pasroBop ¢ MpuHoi. Ho TyT ke mocienoBan BBICOKMIA, TPEBOXKHBIN keHCKUit rosoc. Kars
He 3HaJIa, KTO 3TO. ['0JI0C KEHIIMHBI CPBIBAJICS HA KPUK, TOJIHBINA KUBOTHOTO YKaca. DTOT KPUK pa3-
pe3alt TUIMHY, KaK HOX TI0 CBIPOM TKaHU.

— Wpuna Eroposna! bena! Apunka norutaer!

It0 O6b11a Pesrocks, KuBIIas 1o coceaAcTBy. OHa BOpBasiach Ha MOPOT B MOKPOM ILj1alie, COMB-
IIIHIACS IJIATOK CheXal HaOoK. JIuIo y Heé ObUIO cepoe OT ykaca, ryosl qposkaii. [1abiibl BIENIIUCH
B ILIAJIb TAK, YTO KOCTAIIKYU CTAJIM BOCKOBBIMU. 3a €€ CIMHON nosiBuiics Ajtekceil. OH 1€ OT Jjieca,
OyITO JOroHsiT 3TOT KpuK. KypTka Ha HEM OblT TEMHAs, BJaXHas, a Ha IJIeYax COOpPAIUCh Karuiu
TymMaHa. Y 3a0opa TsKeno HepecTynan KOHb, KOTOPBIM BCXparbiBaj, BCKUIBIBAT TOJOBY, CIOBHO
BUZEJ TO, YETO HE BUJIENU JIIOIMU.

Anexceil cnenom 3a ®Penockeil epecTynui nopor U cpasdy nocmorpen Ha Upuny. B pyke y
Hero ObUT TEMHBIN IIaJKui KameHb. Kats 910 3amMeTnia, a Takxke To, Kak OH 4yTh OIEPHYJI JIAIOHb,
KOTJIa VX B3IJIS/Ibl BCTPETUINCh. ByaTO KameHb ctas ropsiaee. Mex 1y HUMH CHOBA JieTJia Ta TUIIMHA,
B KOTOPO#1 CMbIC/Ia OOJbIIe, YeM B CJIOBaXx.

— Yo cnyumnock? — cnpocuia VipuHa poBHO, HO XpUITIOTLA BblajIa HACTUTIIYIO €€ B3BOJI-
HOBAHHOCTb.

denochs pazkana naislibl. Ha anonu exan MaseHbKUN TIMHSAHBIA 06eper — 3T0 ObUT AOMO-
BOIA, KOTIa-TO BBIJITUICHHBIN AETCKOM pyKo#. Kycok Ha HEM ObUT OTJIIOMaH ¥ CKOJT YepHeI, CIOBHO I10
HEMY NPOLUIUCh OTHEM. OT TPELIMHBI TAHYJIO €/1Ba YIIOBUMOM Iapblo.

AJnexceil He 1IeBeJIbHYJICS, HO B3IJIsA] €r0 CTall Tskesiee. Takue TpelyHbl OH YKe BUIETL.

— Tonpknax, — Thxo ckazana MpuHa, nepenaB odeper B pyku Ajekces. — Yyxkol crien Ha
nopore, Penochs.

— He mecrtHas padora, — 1o6aBw1 Ajiekceit, MoJHOCs oOeper K riazam. — Takas TperyuHa
He oT Hammx. OHa. .. 30BET. K1o-TO pocut otBeta. — Ckazan AJiekceid, Bo3Bpalasi ooeper B pyKu
Npunsl.

WpuHa He mocMoTpeia Ha Hero, Moirya yopas obeper B KapMaH.

— 4 3Har0.

— Ortkyna?

— Ilorom. He npu Kare.

B komHare noxomnopnesno. Karg He noHsa, 4To MMEHHO B rojioce AJjiekces 3actaBuwiio Mpuny
CKaTh YEJTIOCTH, HO BO3yX MEXIY HUMU HATSHYJCS, KaK CTPyHA.

— To1 moiigers ¢ Hamu, — Opocuna Mpuna Kate. I'onoc kEcTKuil, HO ¢ yCTanon permMoCThIO.
— JloM y:ke Havyas cuuTath Te0si cBoel. [1ycTh BUAMT, KaK M ThI 3aIIUINACIITH CBOUX.

Onu BbIILM OBICTPO, He OOpaIas BHUMaHus Ha Bosriackl Penocsu. TymaH, nexammii Haj
cesioM, ObIcTpo Moot ux. Y noma ®enoceu MpuHa 3amepia mar. AJieKcel mprces Ha KOop-
TOYKH, HE KacasiCh 3eMJIU.

— IIIén nerko. Octropoxno. PazgopaumnBasics k jecy. He mectHslii mar. M octanapnmBaics y
Kaxaoro okHa... Cuuran.

Kars, He moHuMas1, 4To MPOUCXOIUT HEBOJIBHO HaKJIOHUIACh. Clielpl U MpaB/ia BeJIM K OKHaM,
MOTOM CBOPAYMBAIM. DTO OKA3aJOCh OYEBUAHBIM M Ui He€. OAMH OTIEYaToK ObUT SIBHO ITyOXe
oCTaJIbHBIX. YesnoBek cTosut 10aro. Bo3aMoxHO OH npucTymBaics.

Onu 3a1u1u B oM. B ceHsax nmaxiio JIykom, MOJIOKOM U Pa3IMYHbIMU, PEXYLIIMMU BO3IyX Tpa-
BaMM, KOTOPbIE BUCEJIH O] HU3KHMM ITOTOJIKOM ITyYKaMH, TepeBsA3aHHBIMU KPaCHBIMUA HUTSAMU. OTuH
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MYYOK BHCEN KPUBO, CIIOBHO €T0 3aJe/u IJIe4oM. B yriy, moj 3aHaBecKoi ObLT TIMHSHBINA TOPIIIO-
Yyek ¢ pyToil. Pactenue okazasioch 4€pHBIM, 00yrIeHHbIM. JIMCTbsl cBepHymuch TpyOoukon. [Tousa
MOKPBLIIACh TOHKOUM KOPKOM Ieruia.

AJnekceil OCTaHOBWJICS Y TOPILIKA U CMOTPEJT A0JITO.

— Pyra B3s;1a IepBbIi yaap, — Cyxo ckaszaj oH. — He Oynp e€ TyT, 6010Ch, IeBOUKa cropena
OBl B epBYI0 HOYb. KTO-TO 3Ha, UTO OHA 31€Ch.

YV ®enocku B ropiie BCTall CyXoM KOM.

— {1 nonuBaina e€ yrpom...

— A HOYBIO OHA *k1Ba ObLIA?

— Brina. Touno Obina! S BcTaBasia BOBI MOMKUThH, HOYBIO OHA POC/IA KPEIKO, JIUCThsI pa3Bep-
HYTBI, Hy BCE KaK OOBIYHO, HO YK€ YTPOM CMOTPIO, & OHA BCSI CKPYTHJIACh, KaK OT MOXapa.

Anekceil KuBHyI. B3risn ero 3auenwics 3a My4yoK, NepeBsi3aHHbld Y€pHON HUThIO. Ho Tam
JO/KHA OBITh KpacHasi, MECTHBIE 3HAIOT, KaK TOTOBUT oOeperu. OH copBajl TPaBbl U CyHYJ B KAPMaH.

— 970 THI Bemmana’?

— Her.

— Torna kto?

Npuna obopeana pe3ko:

— [Norom. Ceituac rmaBHOe ApHHKA.

B ropHuie, BBITHYBIIMCH AYToM Jiekasa JeBOYKa, CJIOBHO HEBUAMMAs pyKa IpUkKHUMaia e€ K
KpoBaTu. [ 1a3a y He€ ObUIM OTKPBITHI, HO 3paukKy Oeraiy noj BeKamu. [IpIxaHue X purioe, Co CBUCTOM.
WpuHa ObICTpBIM IIAroM MOAOIUIA K HE! U TYT ke OIyCTUIIACh PSIOM, KOCHYJIAch Jiba 1 3amepria.

— Cren 3arsnyiics. [omeén BriyOb. J[I€prath Hemb3s, a TO MaMsTh MOpBEM. HyXHO OTBOIUTH
Ha xuBoe. MHaue Oyaer xomuts mycrasi. Kak kykia.

AJexkcelt CKUHYN KyPTKY, 3aKaTas pyKaBa. MBIIIIIEI HA MPEATIeYbsX HAPATIUCH M BHITAIU HA
BHYTPEHHE! CTOpOHE PYKH CTapblii IIpaM: TOHKasl JIMHUS, TOXOXkKast Ha CJIeJl UIJIbI, KOTOPOH PBYT He
TOJIBKO IJIOTb.

— Jlepxu e€, — npukazana Upuna. — He naii yiitu 3a rpanb. BeipBetcss — mnotepsieM u €€,
Y 4acTh TeOsl.

Karts Bcrana y nopora, He moHnMasi, 4to npoucxoaut. MpuHa nocrana u3 kapMaHa OpOroByio
HIEIy ¥ MPOTSHYJIA EH.

— Coxwmu. He nomaii. 1o ot nopora Haiero jgoma. [Tomuut, KTo BXoaui u Beixoguil. Ceityac
MOMOXET cpe3aTh uyxkoe. Jlepku B JaIoHsAX U KPEerKo!

JlepeBo OKa3aIoCh JIEASHBIM.

[ToBTOpA# 32 MHOI, HO IIENOTOM, NpHKa3aia MpuHa:

— Cunieny CTBIHYTh. Y311y pBaThcs. UyKoMy B TEHb,

Kars wenrana Benen 3a Heud:

— Crnieny CTBIHYTh. Y311y pBaTbcsl. UykKoMy B TE€Hb.

Jlanonu y Karu 3aropenuce. B Bo3yxe cryctuiiach rapb. ApMHKa BBITHYJIACh CUJIBHEE, A U3 €€
ropJia BbIPbIBAJICSI TOHKHIA, HEUEJIOBEYECKUI CTOH.

— Cunieny CTBIHYTh. Y311y pBaTbesl. UykoMy B TeHb, — I'POMYE CTaJla poroBapusarh MpuHa.

Karg meénorom nosropuia:

— Cunieny CTBIHYTh. Y311y pBaTbesl. UyKoMy B TE€Hb.

AJnexceil pe3Ko BbIIOXHYI:

— Pexp, Upa!

Wpuna ynapuia pedpoMm JIaIOHH 110 JOCKE I0J1a, ¥ U3 IIEJIH MOJT KPOBaThI0 A PUHKY BHIKATHIIOCH
YTO-TO YEPHOE, NOKaTuBLIeecs K HoraMm Karu.

Omna nofHsi1a — 3TO OKa3aicsi OOYIJIEHHBIN KYCOK TJIMHBI, KOTOPBI OHA OTAaja B pyku MpuHe
¥ Ta MOJHECIA ero K CIOMAaHHOMY 00epery, U YacTH COILIHCh.

— Ta camas vactb. OTIIOMIIIN 1 3apbUTH IO KpoBaTh pedeHka. Kak xe mojjio.
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¥ Karu k ropiy nozactrynuia TomHoTa. [logkian pa3opBaiy HaIBOe: OJJHA TIOJIOBUHA y peOEHKa
071 MOIYIIKOM, BTOpass — moj nonouiiell. ToT, KTO Hachliaj, XOTeJ CBSI3aTh KEPTBY U JOM
HaMepTBO.

ApVHKa CyTOpPOXHO BTsIHYJIA BO3AYX. Teno 0OMsKIIO, HO YCIIOKOMIIOCH.

Kata otnépHyna pyky, ypoHMB MeIIOuYeK C MOporoBoil mienou. Jlagons ropena, Kak rocnie
oXora, HO Koxa Obuta 1ies1a. [Toutu nienna. Ha BHyTpeHHe# cTOpOHE MPOCTYIIIT TOHKUIN KPACHBIH ClIe],
HE paHa, He [fapanvuHa — 3T0 ObUT OTTHCK IIETbI, BAABJIEHHbIN B KoY. OHa MOAHSIIA MEIIOUeK BHOBb,
HO OH YK€ He OOKHIasl HU XOJIOIOM, HU JKapoM.

Ei1 3axoTenoch cripsTaTh JIaIoHb B KapMaH, HO OHa 3aMeTuJ1 B3MIsi MpuHsl Ha ceoe.

— 310 He paHa. — ["onoc TuXMii; B3I HE OTPHIBAICS OT YEpHOTO Kycouka. — Illena csizaia
TeOs1 ¢ moporom. Thl nepxkaia e€, Toka Mbl cpe3anu ayxkoe. YacTpb crena mponuia yepe3 1eds. [Jocka
3a0pauia ero. OcraBuiia oTMeTHHY. [1oKa He OCTHIHET, TeOe He CTOUT BOJIHOBAThCS U3-3a ITOTO.

Kars npuxana magons k rpyau. Cren He 6051e, HO mysbcupoBasl. CTpaHHO, YTO OT HETO BBEpX,
K JIOKTIO, [TOJIHUMAJIOCh €1Ba YJIOBUMOE TEILIO.

Anekceil mepeBEn B3N C € PYKHM Ha JIMIIO U HUYEro He CKaszasl, HO Ha ero cOOCTBEHHOM
JIaZIOHU BCITyXJIa aJjiasi 1mojioca, Kakasi ObIBaeT TOJNBKO OT oxkora. OH CKaJl KyJaK, CIpsTaB PyKy 3a
CIIMHY, HE U3]aB HU 3BYKa.

ApHHKa Me/IJIEHHO OTKpbUIa I1a3a. B3mis ckoib3Hyn o MaTtepu U octaHoBuiicsl Ha Kare.

— Téra pprkad... Tel naxuems MénqoM. Kak mama TBOA naxia.

BuyTpn y Katut ut0o-TO0 000pBasioch — 310 ObUIO BOCIOMHHAHKE, KOTOPOrO OHA HE TIOMHUIIA,
HO KOTOPOE y3HAJIO €€.

— Térd ¢ KpaCHBIM KaMEIIKOM [TPUXOUJIAa HOUbI0, — THXO NPOAOJIKUIIA AeBouKa. — CTosina
y kpoBatu. Koneuko kpacuBoe, cJI0BHO yroji€k xuBoil. Crnpammsana, rae naxser méaom. Ho g ei
HE cKa3aja.

— [ouemy? — BbigOXHYNa Kars.

ApuHKa cnabo yapiOHYIach.

— [Totomy 4TO THI XOpOIIasA. A OHa — HeT.

B komHare crasno tuxo. Tonbko BeTep TEp rojble BETKU O KPBIIY.

JleBouka yke 3aKpblBaJsia I71a3a, MPOBATMBASCh B POBHBIA, OS3MSTEKHBIA U 30OPOBBIA COH.
denochs BCXJIMMHYIA, OPOCUBIIXCH MOMPABISATH OfIESJI0, OMHOBPEMEHHO IJIa/isl CITyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI
Apunku. Kats 3ameTtriia, Kak oHa OopMoTasa rmpo cedst 9To-To 6ecCBsI3HOe.

WNpuna BempsamMuiacs. Kopotkuii B3y Ha Asiekcesi, KOTOPbI yke CTOsUI y OKHa, CKUMasi
000 kEHHYI0 pyKy. OH He noBepHyJics. CKyIbl 320CTPUIIUCh — OH JepKajl BHYTPH TO, Y€MY HEJIb3s1
ObLIO BHIPBATHCA.

— Ilycrp cniut, — ckazana ona Penocve. — o yrpa He orxomu. I HUKOMY He OTKpbIBai.
Kto Ob1 HU cTy4YasL.

denochs KUBHYIIA, MPYKUMast K Ty0am Kpail tuiatka. [lotom nepeBena 3aTpaBieHHBIH B3IJIs
Ha Karo.

— Ter yx nmpocTu... ApMHKa BCAKOE TOBOPUT. MOKET, TPUMEPEILNIIOCH.

— He npumepemminock, — ckazana Kars u cama yauBUiIach, Kak IIyXo MPO3ByYall €€ royoc.

®denocks onycruia masa. Mpuna tponyia Katio 3a JTOKOTb.

— Uném.

B cenax Mpuna 3aiepxanace y IBEpH, YTO-TO HETPOMKO cKa3aB AJjiekcero. Kats cioB He pac-
CJIpIIaIa. YBUAEA TOJIbKO KOPOTKUNA KMBOK. OH HAKMHYJI KYPTKY U BBIIIEI CJIE/IOM.

TymaH cTaj ryuie, oH yxe Jie)aal B HU3UHaX MOKPOW BaTOH, IVIOTAJ 1Iark. AJjieKcel 1IEN BIe-
penu m1poko, Ho MeuieHHO. Kats mocneBana 3a Mpunoii. Crabocth pa3iuiack o Horam. TormHmIo,
HO XOJIOJI ke He Kycall KOXy, He 3a0upaJcs o peopa.

Onun pa3 Anekceir oOepHycs. [TpoBepwit, He oTcTana i oHa. VIX B3MISAB BCTPETUIIHCH, U
OH Cpa3y OTBEPHYJICA.
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— Yro tenepb? — cnpocuna Kars B mycrory.

— Homoit, — otBetunia Mpuna. — Tawm permm.

VY xaymmtku goma MprHa octaHOBUIIACK.

— Tol ko MHe. — [loBepHyBIIUCH K Asiekcelo, ckazana Mpuna. ToH He Tepriesn BO3pakeHuUH.
— Pyky o6pabotato. 1 He criopk.

Anekceii mpomonmuai. Kons TeprienuBo oxuaan ero y Bopot. OH MOJOMIEN K HEMY U Ha CEKYH/1y
3amep, MPUXKABIIUCH JOOM K TEIION mee. JKMBOTHOE THXO, YCTAO U TeIUIo (PBIPKHYJIO — TOYTH
T10-Y€JIOBEYECKU.

Onu nouum B JOM, I'I€ I11aXJIO OCTBIBIIIMM JABIMOM U I1O0JIbIHBIO. Karg IoaHAJIacCh 110 JIECTHUILIC,
Jeprkach 3a Tiepriia, HOrv ObUTH BaTHBIE. [1abITbl HA MpaBoO¥ pyKe BCE emE MEeJKO APOXKATIH.

3akpbIB 1BEpb, OHA CeJla Ha KpPOBATh M CHOBA NIOCMOTpeEa Ha JajoHb. KpacHas nuHus crana
ry0oke, HO OHA HEe Topesia M He HbUIA, KaK CTaphlil mpam nepea AokaéM. Kars cxkana u pasxana
nasbiibl. [1o KoXke mpodexkano Terso, CIOBHO Ybe-TO JAbIXaHHEe KOCHYJIOCh PYKH.

Cupiets 6e3 nena oHa He Morvia Aoiro. Jlocta u3-1oja Marpaca THEBHUK MatepH, OHA TIPUHSI-
JIach €ro JICTaTh, CaMa He 3Hasl, Yero uinet. [1anbiipl ABUTamch OpicTpee 171a3, IOKa He HaTKHYJIMCH
Ha 3aIliChb. CTpO‘{KI/I 6I>UII/I CIe1aHbl IBHO B CIIEHIKE N C HAXKMMOM:

«f cHosa eudena eé 6o cue. Kenuuny ¢ kpacrvim kamuem. Touno scuevim kamnem. Ona cmo-
Aana Ha nopoze u cmompena. He eéxoouna, a npocmo cmompena. A eue yavloHyracs max, 4mo s
NPOCHYAACL 0m coOcmeenHo20 kpuka. Kamenv Ha eé nanvue mouro ovin He opazoueHHviM. OH Obln
JHCUBLIM. »

Karga npuxana qHEBHUK K rpyau. Brepsele nogymana 0 MaTepu HE Kak O KEpTBE, a KaK O
YeJIoBeKe, KOTOPBIN YTO-TO 3HaJI. M, BOBMOXHO, OHa CrpsiTaja 3To JAaxe OT COOCTBEHHOH Jouepu.

BHusy xsonHyma aBepb. Pazganuck Tskenble U MeIeHHbIE 1ary 1o jectHuue. Kars 3amepna.
[Mlaru 3aTuxiin y €€ aBepu.

Cryka He 6bu10. Yepes HeCKOIBKO CeKyH/I TIOJIOBUIIA CKPUITHYJIA IAJIbIIIE 10 KOPUAOpY. AJeK-
ceill OcTaJICsl B IOME U 3aHsUI COCE/IHIOI KOMHATY Ha Taxke.

3a okHOM HaJl 60JI0TOM Topenu kENThie orHu. OauH ObuUT Omke, yeM npexje. OH CIOBHO
nojiparuBa, Oy/ITo 3Baj K cede.

Karts Bcrasa 3a1€pHyTh 3aHABECKY U 3amMepia.

Ha 3amoreBiiem creksie, mpsiMO Tiepe[ JIMIOM, MPOCTYIal OTHEYaTOK Yy:KOU JIaJOHHU, OH ObLT
60HbIHOﬁ U C JJIMHHBIMX TOHKUMMU IIaJIbLIaMMU.

He cHapyxu.

N3nyTpu.

OmHa ormarHynack. Cepjlie COpBaIOCh B TaJIont.

3a cTeHol BHOBb CKpUITHYJIA TIosioBHIIA. VI coBceM OIM3KO, MTOUTH Y CAMOTO yXa, OHA YCIIbIIIaa
TUXUU TOJIOC AJIeKcest:

— He oTkpebiBaii.

Kars He nBuHynack.

3a OKHOM, B KEJITOM MEpPLAHUU, KTO-TO HEIPOMKO, MO-AEeTCKU paccmesiics. OTOHEK MUTHYJ
elI€ Ha MTHOBEHUE U Morac.
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I'naBa 6. I'panuisi.

MenjieHHO, Kak U Iojlaraercsi MaJeHbKOMY MOCENKY, mnpochinanuck bensie Kimoun. Tyman
MSTKO JIOKWJICS Ha 3€pKajibHbIe TOBEPXHOCTH O3EP M JIETKO CTEeJWICS 10 3emJiie. B 3ToM MonoyHom
MapeBe TOHYJIM OYepTaHUs 3eMJIU, I0Ma, I€PEBbs, 1ake TPONMHKU. TOIBKO cHITy3T ycaabObl CTyXu-
HBIX BBIPBIBAJICS U3 3TOH TUIIMHBI, OyATO MPUPOAA CamMa Pellliiia, YTO OH 3aCiTy)KMBAeT BHIMaHUSI.

Homa B cenie gpemaini. JIuip Haj KpbllIaMy OJHUMAITUCh IbIMbI, U BETEp pBaJl MX, HE JaBast
OKperHyTh. Ycaap6a CTyXKMHBIX BO3BBILIATACH HAJl COCHOBBIM OOpOM, OYATO cama JplIajia CBeKNUM,
CYpOBBIM BO3JyXOM. A 1oM BOJIKOBBIX — HM3KHii, BPOCIIMI B 3eMJII0, CJIOBHO OJMYaBLIMIA 3BEPb,
HaIpOTHB, — NPATAJICA Ha oTIMOe. Mex 1y 3TUMU IBYMs ycaapOamu He ObUIO HU Jieca, HU O0IoTa.
TonbKo cTapasi, HeBUIUMas Bpax/Ja, O KOTOPOW B cejie He TOBOPUJIM BCIYX, HO TIOMHMJIM KaK/IbIiA
JEHb.

Anexceil ipoBén 3Ty HOub B JoMe CTykuHbIX. He B kauecTBe rocts, a B KauecTBe TOro, Koro
HE CTOUT HEeJI0OLIEHUBATb.

V neun no-npexHeMy MaxJio MeYHbIM AbIMOM U CBEXUM XJieOoM. TpeBoxkHas HOUb 3aKOHYH-
nack. 11 Kats, npocHyBIIMCh YTPOM, BAPYT MOHsJIA: 32 CTEHAMH 3TOTO JOMa, CKOJIBKO OBl CHJI HU
Oy1eBa’o, 371ech OHa B Oe3onmacHocTd. Ho cpasy ke mpuiuia TpeBora — 3T0 ObUIO CJMIIIKOM ITpa-
BIJIbHOE 4yBCTBO. CruikoM ynoOHoe. Byaro ona oOMaHbIBaeT ceOst, IPUTBOPSISACH, YTO OOJIbIIIE HE
TOCKYET I10 CTapOoM KU3HU. A Ha JieJie UMEHHO 3/1€Cb, BJIAJIU OT BCETO, JbIIIAJIOCH JIerye.

Ona cryctiachk Ha KyxHio. VpuHa cujena y okHa u He oOepHysack. CTEKJI0 HAaCTOWYMBO,
MIOYTH 3J10, Lapanaj BeTep.

— Ve Ha HOorax? — CIIpoCHJIa cTapyxa.

— Tol TOXE.

Kars cama yauBuiack, Kak JIETKO Hepeluia Ha «Thl».

WpuHa eiBa 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYJIAC.

— Caapio kode. i y Hac Tonbko orBapel? — Mponnyno cripocuia Kars.

— Ectb kode. [TocmoTpr B 6anke Haj meublo. — VprHa HakoOHeI moBepHyaach. — Bricma-
nace?

— HemHoro. A Tb1?

— 41 npoceimatock enié 1o paccBera. JJoM HaYMHAET BCIYIIMBATBLCS. .. U S HE MOT'Y HE YCIIbl-
11aTbh.

Kara Hanwta Typky, Hachimasna koge Ha Ila3 M NOCTaBMJIa Ha JEKTPUUYECKYI0 KOH(OPKY.
Pyku apuranuce npuBbIYHO, O6e3 HanpsbkeHrst. OHa BAPYT MOHsIA, YTO NepecTaia YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl
roctbeid. CJIOBHO KTO-TO IABHO OCBOOOAWII /17151 HEE YTOJ Y TITUTHL.

— Auiekceit emig 31ech? — cpocuiia OHa, He IOBOPavrBasi TOJIOBBI.

— 3peck. Eme He cnyckanca. — Mpuna nomomuana. — Yiuner k Kmouy.

Kars nocraBuia Typky Ha IUIiTy.

— 41 nymaio, MHE CTOUT MOWTH C HUM.

Wpuna He Bo3pasuiia. TolbKo BHUMATEILHO IOCMOTpPESIa Ha BHYUKY.

— Jla, ThI NOHAENIb, M S 3TO BUKY. TOJMBKO CTpax Mor Obl TeOsl OCTAHOBUTH, HO Tebe OH He
3HAKOM.

— Her, 51 60toch, — npusnanack Kars. — Ho ocrarbes 3nech, MoxeT ObITh, cTpariHee. Ocras-
IIUCh, 51, MOXET OBITh, TaK M HE Y3HAIO TOTO, Paay Yero Ha caMoM Jiesie OKasanach 31ech. 5 noiay
10 KOHILIA.

WpwHa kuBHYNa, OYATO K/1aJla UMEHHO TUX CJIOB.

— Torna He cnpammBaii y Hero pasperuenus. [Ipocro uau.

Kars BeimpsimMuiiace.

— 41 v He cobupanack.
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[Munsimee maciio Ha CKOBOPOJIEe MPUBJIEKJI0 BHUMaHue. B3risa Kartu ycrpemusics Ha neus. OHa
IO TIPUBBIYKE HaYaJla BapuTh Kohe Ha JIeKTprIecKor KOH(POPKe, KOTOPYyIo OOHAPYKHUJIa BUepa, U He
3aMeTuiIa, 4yTo VIprHa 3TUM yTPOM MCHOMIB3YeT Meub Mo Ha3HaueHuo. CTapyxa MeIJIEHHO MOJOIILIA,
pa30mia HECKOJIBKO SIMIT O CKOBOPOILY M OTOILIA.

— Caguce. [Toenb 1o-4eaoBevYecKy.

Uepe3 mraosenue nepes Kareil Ha Tapeske jexaina sMUHUIA — HE Kallla, He KaJIUTKH, a Ipo-
cTasi ropojicKasl ¥ npuBblvHas €€ eqa. C KOpOUKoi Mo Kpalo, ¢ JBYMsI KENTHIMU IJ1a3aMU KEJITKOB,
YMEJIO MPUTOTOBJIEHHAS.

— Tol npurotoBmia 17151 MeHs1? — cnpocuia Kats, He caepikaB yauBIIEHUS.

Npuna uyTh 3aMenikanace.

— Xortena MoNpOCUTh MPUTOTOBUTh. — WM TYyT 3Ke, CIOXBaTUBIIUCH, JoOaBmia: — Cama.
KoneuHno, cama.

Kars mocmotpena Ha Tapenky, notom Ha Mpuny. Ha kyxHe, KpoMe HHMX, HUKOTO He ObLIO, HO
BO3JIyX 3a CITMHOM BAPYT MOKAa3aJcs el IioTHee, OyATO KTO-TO CTOSLT y T4 — HEBUAMMBIH, TepIie-
JIUBBIH, KTy,

— Cniacu60, — ckasana Karg u cena.

Ona ena, 4yBCTBY, KaK TETUIO pacTeKaeTcs 1o Testy. BriepBble 3a 1osiroe BpeMsi 3aBTpak He ObLT
pocTo TOIUIMBOM. OH OBUT 3200TOM — HEJIOBKOM, CITPITAHHOM 32 CYXMMU CIIOBAMH, HO HACTOSIIIICH.

CBepxy MOC/IBIIANUCH IIary. AJIeKcel CITyCTHIICS Ha KYXHIO B TOM e TEMHOH pyOalike, 4to
Y BUepa, HO Terephb MOBepX ObLT HAKWUHYT CTapblil KUIeT. Bomockl OH 3adecas Ha3al, U OT 3TOrO
JIMILIO Ka3aJIoch kécTue, crapiie. Ha rpyam, moa paccTErHyThIM BOPOTOM, Ha rpyOoii BepEéBKe BHCEI
mryHrut. Kars 3ameTnia, Kak Koxka 1moj KaMHeM IMoKpacHesna, OyaTo kameHb OblT ropsuuMm. OH He
BBITJISIZIENT YCTABIIMM UM HEyXOkeHHbIM. HarmpoTuB, BHEITHOCTD ero Obuia Oe3ynpeyvHa.

Anekceil He cMoTpes Ha He€. OH MOAOIIEN K CTOJY, B3sUI KPYKKY C XOJIOIHOW BOJOM, BBIITUII
3aJIIOM.

— KameHb He ocThlI, OH cTal )kapue, — ckazai oH Upune. — A nny k Kimouy.

— 3nai, — oreetwia Mpuna. — Kars moinér ¢ To0oi.

— 4 He npocuit.

— A s He cnpammBa. — Katsi oTcraBunia Tapesiky M nogHsuiack. — Wi Tl GouIbes, 4To
CHOBa MPUIETCS CUJION BHIPHIBATh MOU PYKH U3 BOJbI?

AJnexceil MeIJIEHHO TIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY. B cepbiX I71a3ax MEIbKHYJIO UYTO-TO ITOX0KEE Ha yBakKe-
HUE, HO TYT K€ MOraco.

— Tam MO)eT ObITh OMacHo.

— 3pech Toxke, — otBeTwIa Kars. — Buepa s 310 omrytuna.

OH BbLIEpXKAT €€ B3IV, IOTOM KOPOTKO KUBHYJI.

— Xoporo. Mou coduparics. Beixoqum uepe3 necsaTh MAHYT.

Kars He oTBeTHIIA, @ MOTYA TOIILIA K BHIXOLY M OBICTPO IIarHyJa 3a JBepb, Ha KpbUIblo. MiprHa
CMOTpeJIa el BCJied, M B 9TOM B3IJIsiie OOJIblie He ObLIIO HACTABJIEHM S, & TOJIBKO TIIyX0e, CAEPKAaHHOE
omoOpeHue.

Ha ynuue Betep xJsiectan no juity, Kak MOKpoil TKaHblo. KoHb AJiekcest CTosin y KaJIuTKH, MIpU-
BSI3aHHBIN K cTapoil sune. OH npsaai yiamu, NepecTynal ¢ HOrM Ha HOTY M HEFPOMKO, TPEBOKHO
BcxpanbiBasl. KaTs He cMoriia yaepkarbest v oforuia omake. ZKMBOTHOE TIOKOCHUIIOCh Ha He€ BJIaK-
HBIM TEMHBIM I71a30M, ¥ B 9TOM B3IJIsiie He ObLIO HU 3J100bl, HU CTPaxa — TOJBKO TJIyXasl, 3BEpUHast
TpeBora, oT koropoil y Katu cxanock B rpyau.

— Tuie, — cka3ajia oHa HerpoMko. — Twuie.

Konb nepecran nepecrynarb. KaTsi ocTopokHO Mosiokuia JaJoHb €My Ha LIEl0, MOJ IPUBY.
Koxa nop pyko#t Obuta ropstaei, Iposxarten.

Kakoe-to HOBOe uyBCcTBO npoH3wio Katwo. He Mbicib, He BUeHue, a BoaHa. Te€mas, rycras,
OHa TOJIHSUIACh OT JIAJIOHU K 3aThUIKY M 3aTONWJIa co3HaHue. Karsd Ha cekyHay nepecrana yyBCTBO-
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BaThb COOCTBEHHOE TeJIO U CTaJla YyBCTBOBATh [IPYroe: CUIIbHBIE HOTH, TSKENOE JIbIXaHUe, 3arax CyXoi
TpaBbl ¥ BOJIBI, 1 00pa3. D10 ObUT AJIEKCEl, CTOSIIUN B IPsA3H, IPUKUMAIOIIANA K TPYIH KOHCKYIO
royioBy. B atoMm 00pase He OBUIO CJIOB, TOJIBKO OIIYIICHUE: OH He OPOCHT.

Karg otnépnyna pyky.

Cepnrie konotunock. OHa cTosiIa, IPUKaB JIAJIOHb K TPYIU, U He MOIJIA TIOHSATh, YTO TO OBLIO.
Konb cMoTpesn Ha He€ BCE TeM ke TEMHBIM IJ1a30M, HO yke CIIOKOIHO.

Czaau nomoiéen AJjiekcen.

— Yr0 THI C HUM cJienaia? — CIPOCKII OH, U B TOJIOCE €ro ObLIO HEIOBEpHE.

— Huuero. — Kars crnotnyna. — IIpocto ycrokonia.

AJiekceil MocMOTpe Ha KOHSI, TOTOM Ha Hee€.

— OH He npU3HaBaJ HUKOTO ¥ HUKOT/IA He TIOAITYCKaI K cebe KOro-1moo, KpoMe MeHs.

— 3HauurT, 5 1J1s1 Hero He uyxkas, — oTBeTwia Kats, cama ynuBisisich CBOMM CJIOBaM.

AJnekceil HU4ero He cKazaj, HO YTO-TO B €ro JIMLIE APOTrHYJIO.

Kats cHOBa noponuia K KOHI0, OTBSI3aj1a IOBOJ, OT JIUIIBL.

— He Hano Bectu ero k Kimouy. OH 3TOr0 He X0uer.

— 41 3naw0. Ho He Opotiry ero ogHoro.

— OKoJ1o JoMa eCcTh CTOWJIO, 51 JIydllle OTBEAY ero Tyjaa, TaM OH OyJeT YyBCTBOBaTh ceOs B
6e3omnacHocTH, — ckazana Kara. — 1 otBeny.

ATnekceii 3amep.

— 910 J0M CTYXUHBIX.

— TbI TOXE 37€Ch HOUeBaJl, — ckaszasa Kars.

— To 1. — Anekceii KMBHYJI Ha KOHSl. — A OH — 4acTh Hailero pojga. Emy Tpyaxee.

Katsa nornaguna KoHs 1o TEMJION 1iee.

— OH He BuHOBAT HU B 4éM. [lycTh mobyner 3aeck. S He 1am ero B oOuy.

Anekceit oiro cmotpes Ha He€. [1oToM KUBHYIL

— Beau.

Kars mpoBena koHs1 BO ABOp, K CTapOMy CTOIJTy, MpUTaMBIIeMycsl 32 JOMOM. JBepb Oblia
3aKpbITa Ha PrKaByIo IEKOJILY, HO OTKPbUIACH JIETKO. BHYTpH Iaxj10 CyXum IepeBOM U CTapOM IbLIbIO.
Kars 3aBena KoHs, ycTporia, yopasa u3-1oj Hor 0OJIOMKH AOCOK. KOHb CTOSIT CMUPHO, TOJIBKO OTUH
pa3 TOJIKHYJ €€ HOCOM B IIJIeY0 — He Ipy0o, a TOBEPUMBO U KaK-TO OJIarogapHo.

Omna BepHynach B oM 3a KypTkoi. Mpuna crosiia B 1Bepsx. OHa Bujiena BCE€: Kak Ta OTBesa
KOHS B CTOMJIO, U JIAJJOHb Ha KOHCKOM 11iee. JINIo e€ N3MEHUJIOCH.

— Tol ycriokowmsa ero KoHsi, — ckazayia Mpuna. 1o Obula He 1MoxBaja, a MoYTH UCITyT. — Thl
CryxuHa, Thl YyBCTBYEIIlb, YATACIIIL SHEPTUIO BOJIBI, XOTs €IIE U HE OCO3HAEIIL 3TOro. Thl MOXeIllb
MOYYBCTBOBAaTh IMPHUCYTCTBUE UYXOW KPOBH, BOJIa MOXET TepeiaTh Tede 4yXKylo MaMsATh, HO TOJIBKO
TY, C KOTOPOH KTO-TTMOO0 Nofieuiicst cam. Thl MOXKeIIb YBUIETh BOCTIOMUHAHUS Aaxe MEPTBOro. Takoii
yk y Hac fap. Ho TaiiHbl 1 4yBCTBa )KHUBOTO CYIIIECTBA, IyCTh U ’KUBOTHOTO. .. He C/IBIIUT HUKTO. —
Ona nomosyasa, ¥ B 3ToM nay3e ObuIo OOJIbIIe, YeM B CI0BaX. — MOr CITBIIIATh TOIBKO OfIMH.

— Kro? — cnpocuina Kars.

Ho Mpuna yxe oTBEpHY/Iach K €Y U OTBEYATh HE CTaJA.

He noxunasice e€ orBera, Kars Bbllluia k Kanurtke. Ajekcei BCE Tak ke CTOSUI, IVIAA B CTOPOHY
neca.

— Tsl roToBa? — cripocuJ oH.

— Jla.

N onu nomwm.

JleHb CTaHOBUJICS TTPO3PAYHBIM M XOJIOAHBIM. BeTep TsAHya ¢ 60OT, MIBBIPSIT MO HOTH CyXHUe
BETKU. Jlec cTos1 4E€pHbIM, OIIETUHUBUIMIACS, HO HE Myrajl, a HACTOPaXKUBaJl, Kak 3B€Pb, KOTOPHIN
CJICTUT W3 Yallly, He PUOTMKASICh.
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Kars nuia uyts nozaau Anekcesi. Eil XoTenoch cripocuTh Mpo COH, TIPO CBA3b, MPO TO, UTO
OHa NOYYBCTBOBaJIa BO3/e KOHA. HO 4TO-TO yaepkuBao: HE CTpax, a OIIyILIEHHE, YTO CI0Ba MOTYT
pa3pyLIUTh XPYIIKOE PABHOBECHE.

3a cnuHOM, B ITyOuHe Jieca, XpycTHya BeTka. [lotom em€. Kto-To mén ciemom — He Tasch,
HO ¥ HE MPUOIMKASCh.

— 3a Hamu uayT, — ckazana Kars, He odopaunBasich.

— Beiikko, — Tak xe He 0OopaunBasich, OTBeTHI AJlekceil. — OH Bcerga uaeT 3a TeMH, KOTO
30B€T Boga. He cmorpu Ha Hero. EMy 310 He HpaBuTCs.

Kats He o6epHynack. Ho 3aThUIKOM 4yBCTBOBaJIa 9yKOU B3I — OJNEKIIBIA, HEMUTAIOIINIA,
— U1 OT HEro IO KOX€ 1UIA MYpallIKH.

AJnekceil nepBbIM HapyIIXJI MOJYaHUE.

— ThI 4TO-TO MOUYBCTBOBaIA. Tam, C KOHEM.

— Jla, — otBetuna Kata. — Ho s He 3Ha10, 4TO 3TO.

— D10 Jap, — cKazaj oH, He 00opaunBasick. — CTYKMHBI BCET/Ia YyBCTBOBAJIU TOJIHKO BOJY.
A TBI, IOXOXkeE, CJIBILIMILD )KUBbIE UyBCTBA. MOEro KOHs Hallpumep.

Kars He 3Haua, uto otBeTUTh. BHYTpH BCE €111€ ObUIO TEIUIO OT TOTO YYKOro, 3BEPUHOTO JI0BE-
pHsi, KOTOPOE OHA OLIYTHIIA.

— IT0 MJI0X0? — CIPOCUIIa OHA.

— He 3nato, — orBeTn1 Anekceir. — Ho tenepb noHsTHO, oyeMy ApuHKa cKa3aja, 4To Thl
MaxHeIllb MEIOM.

Karga npomonyaia.

Jlec paccrymwiics. IlonsHa ¢ Kimouom sesxana nepen HUMU, Kak BbIpE3aHHas U3 JPyroro Bpe-
MeHu. Hu TymaHa, HU BeTpa — TOJIBKO cTapasi COCHa HaJl FPAaHUTHOM valllei U Y€pHas, IIaJKkasi BoJa.

Kars ocranoBuiace.

— OH 30BET, — THXO CKa3aJl AJIeKCel.

Kata npucnymanace. U cHOBa, Kak Buepa, OHa HE yCIblllaja, a MOYyBCTBOBAIA, KaK U3 IIIy-
OVHBI TTPOPHIBAETCS] HU3KUM, TOABOJHBIN T'YJT, UAYIIUHA OT Yallly.

Anexceit cHsI ¢ mien myHTUT. Koska o HuM Obljla BOCTIAIEHHOM, KPACHOM, KaK TOCTIe OKOora.
Kawmens, niexxaBiuii Teneps B €ro JIaIOHH, 1yJIbCUPOBaJl, CJIOBHO MaJIEHBKOE CEpALIE.

— Maii pyky, — cKa3zaJj OH.

Karsa nocmorpena Ha Hero.

— 3auem?

— OH 30BET TeOs1. Pa3Be ThI HE CIIBIIIUIIL?

— Cupiiry. — Owna maraysa omke. — Ho s cama pelity, KOTjia OImyCTUTh PYKY.

AJnekceil KpUBO M yCTaJl0 YCMEXHYJICA.

— Hy Tak permmaii.

Kata nporsaHyna npaByio pyKy. AJiekcel BIOKWI KaMeHb € B J1aJJOHb U HAKpbUI €€ MaJIbLibl
CBOEM J1aJJoHbl0. OT ero KOXu IIET kKap.

— He ormyckaii, — ckazan oH. — Yrto Obl HU yBUzENA.

W oHu BMecTe OnmycTUIN COEJUHEHHBIE PYKU B BOAY.

Kimou oTkpeLics um.

Mup ucue3, npoBaiics, OyaTO KTO-TO BBIIEPHYJ U3-TI0 HOT 3emutio. He OblIo HU TOJISIHBI,
HU COCEH, HH BeTpa. TOoNbKO BOJA, KOTOpasi TO 0OXKHUTaia XOJI00M, TO Oblla HEOOBSICHUMO TEILIast
u kuBas. OHa 1U1a Moj KOXY, B KPOBb, B KOCTH, M B HEll He ObLJIO MIJIOCEpIHs: OHA HE OOHMMAJIA,
OHa BIMTHIBAJIA.

Kars yyBcTBOBana nBa qBM:KEHUS pa3oM. E€ MeIJIeHHO U yBEPEHHO TSAHYJIO BHU3 TaK, KakK BTsI-
TMBAIOT ChIyure Necku. HaBcTpeuy, U3 TiryOMHBI, YTO-TO MOAHUMAIOCh. UTOOB BCTpeTUuTh. UTOOHI
y3HaTh.

BuieHue BCIIBIXHYIIO PE3KO.
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310 6610 O0M0TO. Cepoe, 3pI0KOE, C YEPHBIMU KOPSTAMH, TIPOCTYIHUBIIIMMU U3 TPSICUHBI, KaK
pEdpa. Ha Gepery, mo KojieHO B Tpsi3u, CTOsT MOJIOJON MapeHb, KoToporo Karts He 3Hana, HO AJjek-
cel K JaJl TOrO BUAECHHS MHOTO JieT. 1o ObuT MUIIIa — TaKoM, Kak Ha cTapbix (poTorpadusx: BHICO-
KW, HEMHOTO CYTYJIbII, BOJIOCHI ero Oblin o0OseruieHsl Bogor. Ho raza — He cepele, a xéntole. Kak
OOJIOTHBIE OTHH, YTO 3aMaHUBAIOT U HE I'PEIOT.

OH nomHsT pyKy. YKa3zan He Ha He€, a ckBo3b He€. Tyna, rae Karsa nox pédpamu nipsitana To,
Yero He TOBOpHJIa axe cede.

['y6n1 3agBuramice 6e33ByuHo. M Karts ychpimana 3Tot rosoc:

«Tebe crano nerye, korga oM ymepiu. f 3Hawo. Sl eAMHCTBEHHBIH, KTO HE OTBEPHETCS».

Bopna 3akunena.

Kars 3akpuuana u royoc nponait. Pyky cBeno cygoporoii, kKaMeHb pacKaJiIcs Tak, 4To Kasa-
JIOCh: ceryac JaJjoHb BCIIBIXHET BMeCTe ¢ KOCThio. OHa pBaHynach. AJekcel Jepkail.

— He otmyckaii! — T'onoc mpoOuiicss ckBo3b Ty, Kak CKBO3b TOJILY OMyTa. — YTO OBl ThI
HU BUjiejla — He OTITyCKai!

JKénTtele naTHA 3aruIscaiy nepen ria3aMu. Muiia caenant mar u 6010TO TOILIO 32 HUM, MOTS-
HYJIOCh K Hel TOHKUMU BOJSIHBIMU TasibliaMu. B¢ cekyHaa u Boga HaiaeT e€ ropio.

AJekcell pe3Ko MPUTSIHYJ e€ K cebe.

CB0OOOTHON PyKOUM CXBaTHJI €€ 3a 3aThIJIOK, B BOJIOCHL, KECTKO U 0e3 crpoca Mprikail e€ ryobl
K CBOMM T'y0am.

3710 He OBUIO MOLIETyEM.

310 OBUI 3aXBaT, OH XOTEJN yAepKaTh 1 He MO3BOJIUTD 37101 cuiie 3a0parth e€. OH paBui, OyaTo
XOTeJ BBIIOXHYTh B He€ cOOCTBEHHYIO KpoBb. KaTs BIienuiachk B ero pyoariky cBOOOTHON PYKOM.
Kamenb ocraBasicst Mek/1y UX CTUIETEHHBIMU JIQJIOHSIMU, BPe3asich B KOXY 0OOMM U pacKaisisi Boay. B
OZIVH MOMEHT OHa MPOKYCHJIA eMY HIKHIOI ry0y. BKyc kerne3a, TEMIBIA 1 JKUBOM, yIAPHII O S3BIKY,
1 00JI0TO KaYHYJIOCh, OTCTYIHJIO.

A MOTOM YTO-TO CIBUHYJIOCH.

OH BcE emi€ aepxai e€ 3a 3aTbUIOK, HO MaJIblIbl pa3kalich, Pa3oOILIUCh, JIETJIM NHAUYe — He
YTOOBI YepkKaTh, a YTOOBI HE OTIMYCTUTh. Pa3Huia Obuia B JOJIM CeKyHAbl, HO Katst mouyBcTBOBasa
e€. OH Oospinie He TaniI e€ u3 Bofasl. OH ObUT B 9TOM BOJIe BMECTE C HEM.

Ona nepecrana Kycarb ero ryobl. MBIIIIIB JMIA PaccaadUINCh U BIyCTUIM ero. JKap u3 ero
TeJa MIEN el B KPOBb HANPSIMYIO, MUHYS Pa3yM, M TO, YTO OH TJIYIIHJI TOIaMH, @ OHA XOPOHMJIA MO
MEPTBBIM CITOKOMCTBUEM, BCTPETHIIOCH U OMAIMIIO OOOHX.

Ha mrHoBenwue ucuesnu 60oto, o0pa3z Mumm u qaxe Kimou.

Ocraych TOJBKO OHU BABOEM — 3TO ObUIA MX BCTpedYa, UX OONb OObEIMHUIIACH, UX PYKH,
KaMeHb, BXKaThIi B JIBE JIAIOHH, PEBPATHIIUCH B OHO, OOIIIee JbIXaHHe, KOTOPOE OHU yKe He eIIHIIH
Ha CBOE M 4YXKO€.

Uepes MrHoBeHME UyXkasi pyKa BhIIEPHYJIA UX U3 TOH PeabHOCTH.

It0 ObUIA UIMHHAS, C HEYEJIOBEUECKH LIETTKUMU MAJIbIIaMU, MOKpasi /10 JIOKTS pyka. OHa BITU-
Jlach UM OOOMM B TUIEUH M pBaHY/a Ha3aj ¢ TAKOW CHIIOH, YTO CBsI3b 0OOopBaiack. Kars pyxHyna Ha
3eMJTIO M CTaJla KaJIHO, B3axJIE0 XBaTaTh BO3AyX. OH ObUT XOJIOMHBIM, PeKYIIMM JIETKue. PsiioMm, onu-
pasich Ha JIOKOTb, TsIKEJIO Ablai Ajekceid. ['yda ero Obuta pa3duta, o nogdOpoOAKY TAHYJIACH ajast
crpys KpoBu. OH nmocMotpen Ha Kartio, a 3ateM Ha CBOIO JIaIOHb.

Han HuMu, BHITSHYBIIHCH BO BeCh poOCT, ctosi Belikko. JIumo Oenoe, kak Oepecrta, ONEKbIe
I71a3a TOpeJu CyXUM OrHEM. PyKu ero ObUTM MOKPBI IO CaMbIX TUIEY ¥ C HUX Karajio, XOTsI psiIoM He
ObLIIO HU JTyXH, HU pyubs. [1o 3ansicTeio, Tam xke, rae y Karu, nuta cuneBatas Metka. OH OTKpBIBJT POT
1 0e33ByYHO, CTPAITHO, BCEM TEJIOM KpHYaJl, M3/1aBasi CBUCT U OITyIasi BCE BOKPYT, a CKPIOYEHHBIM
NaJIblIeM yKa3bIBaJl UM B CTOPOHY Jieca.

Kats nognsia rma3a Ha Aniekces. B u€pHoM 1yHrure, Tam, rje emié Buepa Obljia TOHKast HUTb,
Teriephb 3usiia ITyOOKasl, pBaHasi, Kak paHa TpelirHa.
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— Tol BUIEN? — mpolienTaia oHa, OOJM3HYB COJNEHbIE OT KPOBU TYOBI.

AJieKceil He YCIIBIIIal e€, HO Tak:Ke IMIEMOTOM MTPOU3HEC:

— Muia.

Beiikko n€pHyJicst CHOBa, MmoKa3ai Ha Tpory. Ha ormyIike, Mexay coceH, MeTHY/1ach ObICTpast
TeHb. CBUCT NpeKpaTucs.

— Vxonum, — Opocuit AnieKcel v MOIHSIICH.

Kars Bcrana ¢ Tpynom. Teso ObIsIo BaTHBIM M 4yKUM, Oy/TO OHA OCTaBMJIA YacThb ceOsl B BOJIE, U
BOJIa 9TY YacThb yke He BepHET. OHM MOLUIM MPOYb, HE OrIsbIBasAch. Belikko ocrascs y Kimoua, ero
CBHCT CHOBA CTaJl IIPOH3UTENILHO pa3pbiBaTh BO3ayX. OcTaBiiss B ylIax ewe A0JITUi, TOHKUH ClIel.
IT10 OBLT TOT CAMBI CBHCT, O KOTOPOM Tpeayrpeskaana MpuHa.

Onu yxonwiu B I1yOb He oOopaurBasich. Uepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs CTaslo TUxo. Berep crux,
Oynro cama 3emuls 3aTamiia JapixaHue. Kars muma 3a AsiekceeM, CHOTHIKasich, HO He oTcraBasi. Ha
JIAJJOHU, TAE JIekKaJl KaMeHb, POCTYIMJI TEMHBIH, C CHHEBATHIM OTJIMBOM CJIE[.

IMomoiins k cemy, ANleKcell OCTAaHOBWJICS, €ro JIUIO ObUIO TPeBOXKHBIM. OH pe3ko 00epHYIICS.
Tak, uto KaTa egsa He HaseTena Ha HETo.

— To, urto 6buT0 y Kimloua, — Havas oH.

— He nago, — ckazana Karg.

— Hano. — Own cmotpen eif B ma3a. — Ckaxu, 4To 310 Obula Bofa. UTo 3T0 OHa BTSHYJIA HAC.

— 30 ObLIa BOJA.

OH Mommuas. Mexay HUMH BUCEJIO TO, 4TO 00a yXke 3HaJIM U HU OJIMH He XOTeJ Ha3blBaTh Nep-
BBIM.

— A TBI? — cHpocui OH HaKoHell. — YTo Thl UyBcTBOBAJIA?

Kars otkpbuna pot. IpaBna Obuta Om3Ko — TEMIAs, CThIAHAS, KUBASL.

Ho ona caenana to, 4ro ymena jy4iue Bcero ¢ cemu JjieT. Cripsitajia OqHy NpaBay 3a JIpyrou.

— Thl BelIp 3HaelIb, S HE TUIAKasa, KOrja Hallla poauTesieil MEPTBBIMU. S BHOBb MIOUYBCTBO-
BaJIa CJIQJKMIA BKYC MPaB/bl, KOTOPYIO IpsATaia OT ceOsl.

Omna cMoTpena, Kak OH pearrpyer Ha e€ cyioBa. JK1asa, 4to OH OTIIATHETCS — TOr/Ia OH 3a0yaeT
PO TO MPUKOCHOBEHHE T'yO, TIPO TOT YKYC, PO BOAY U MPO TO, YTO OBUIO CEKYHAY Ha3al.

— MBHe crano nerye, — J0roBopuja OHa.

AJniekceil He oTIIaTHYICs. Xyke — OH MOCMOTpeJ Ha He€ BHUMATEJIbHO, KaK CMOTPSIT Ha Tpe-
IIMHY B CTeHE, IPUKU/IBIBASI, OOBAJUTCS JJOM WUJIM elE OCTOUT.

— Tol X0uelb, 4T0O s OTCTYIWI, — CKa3alx oH. — YT00 s ucmyrajics v 3a0bUT PO TO, YTO
Ha camMoM jere Obuto ceivac?

Karsa monmyaia.

— He Boiiiner. S Tpu roga KuBy y3HaB TO, YTO Ha CaMoOM Jiejie Xouy cMepTu Opata. — OH
BBITEP pa3OUTYI0 I'yOy ThIbHON CTOPOHOM JIAJOHH U pa3masajl KpoBb. — Mesk1y HAMH eCTb pa3HHUIIa,
Kars1, u oHa B TOM. .. B TOM 4TO 51 cam ce0s1 pa3pyIaio 3a To, YTo OCO3HaJ. A Tede CTao Jierde, nocie
TOTO Kak Thl MOYYBCTBOBAJA Ty CAMYIO MPaBIy, OT KOTOPOM Oexkasna MHOTO JieT.

OH pazBepHyJcs U nomen K oMy CTyKHUHBIX.

Kars HekoTopoe Bpemsi mocTosiia, IprKuMast JIaIOHb C CHHe MeTKou K rpyau. E€ raza Obun
CYXMMH, OHa HE IPOPOHUJIA HU CJIE€3bl: HU TOT/a, Ha MOy, PSAAOM C OCTHIBIIMMHU TeJIaMU, HU TETIepb.
OnHa cHOBa TOYYBCTBOBasa ceOsl TOM CeMWJIETHE! JeBOYKOM, UTO CHJeIa U XkJiajia, KOrjaa MEPTBbIC
IIPOCHYTCHI.

Ho BriepBbie 3a Bce 3TH Tofbl €i 3aX0TeNI0Ch, YTOObI KTO-HUOY/Ib 3aCTaBUII €€ 3aIlIaKaTh.

VY kaynmTku ux xaana Mpuna. Ona nepesena B3misa ¢ quna Asiekces Ha Kario, motom — Ha
e€ JIaZIOHb.

— Bu1 otkpbutn Kimiou B1BoéM, — ckaszasia oHa. ['0710¢ ObIT POBHBIM, M OT 3TOTO CTPAITHBIM.
— Tenepb Boga Bac noMHUT. — OH nomomnyasna. — U oH Toxe.

Katsa mognsina o k 6enécomy HeOy.
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— A paHblile CpoKa MPUXOAUT TOIBKO OHO. To, 4TO MBI pa30y/iuin, — BHOBb CKa3asia CTapyxa.
[Moce 3THX ClOB, BHEpBBIE 32 BCE YTPO, B BO3AYXE MOYYBCTBOBAJICS CBEKUH, OOKUTAIOIIAIA
XOJIOZIOM CHET, KOTOPBII MEAJIEHHO CTaJl IafaTh BHU3.
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I'naBa 7. 9x0 npouioro.

CHer Bc€ meén.

ITocne Bo3Bpamenus Kars, He paszaeBasch, JONTO CUAesia HA KPOBATHM U CMOTpENA, Kak 3a
OKHOM OeJieeT MoIoOKOHHUK. [Iom ciioBHO 3atux. Ho B 9ToW TUIIMHE HEe OBUIO HU TIOKOSI, HU yYIPO3bI,
a TOJIBKO T'YCTO€, KaK BOJIa MOJIO JIbIOM OXUJaHKE.

bmmxe k nonyanio MprHa 3armisHyna K Held B KOMHary.

— 4 k Penoche codpasack, mposeaaio ux ¢ ApuHkoi. — [lepecTynarbh Hopor e€ KOMHaThl OHa
He ctasia. — Tbl ocTaHbCs. XOJMOAHO HA YJUIIE, CHET PaHbllle OOBIYHOTO.

Kars kuBHyna. puHa yxe NOTSHYJIACh K IBEPH, KaK BIPYT 3a1epKalach.

— Wwmeii B BUy: Asekceld B joMe octaiicsl. PaHa ero pasomnuiack. f He mycTuia ero Tax.

Kars noassna ronosy.

— OH He ocTaicsi Obl U3-3a paHbl. Y Tel He U3-3a paHsbl ero myctuia. Torga mouemy?

Npuna nomonyana. ['a3a e€ Obuin yCTaNIbIMU.

— IMoTomy 4TO 51 y:x€ BUAENA, KaK TaKKe, Kak Bbl, HE CyMeJu yUTU. Bcemy CBOMCTBEHHO MOBTO-
PATHCS.

OHa BbIIUIA PEIIUTEBHO, IIJIOTHO 3aKPbIB 1BEPb.

Kars ocranack B TvIMHe, 0co3HaB [yist ceOst: VipuHa He pocTo paspeniniia AJIeKCelo OCTaThCs,
OHa CJIOBHO JKJajla 9TOro C CaMOro Havaja.

Kars nononna k okHy. CHer Jiexain Ha nepuiax KpbUIblia, HA CTApOM JIIE. AJIEKCEeU BbIBEJ
KOH$ U3 CTOMJIA, CHET KPACUBO JIOKUJICA Ha ero miedd. OH CJIOBHO YTO-TO HEFPOMKO TOBOPHII EMY,
MPUXKaBIIKCH K ero ronose. ClioB ObUIO HE pa300paTh, HO KOHb BpeMsl OT BPEMEHHU (PbIpKas Tak,
OyATo OTBEYAJI.

Kars cMotpena Ha HUX, He OTpbIBasich. BriepBble OHa BUena AJleKcesl He Kak MPOTMBHUKA U
HE KaK MYKYHMHY, OT KOTOPOT'O XOUETCsl OTCTYIIUTh, & KaK 4YeJIOBEeKa, Yy KOTOPOro €CTh KTO-TO, KOMY
oH foBepsieT. [1lycTb 3TO Jaxe He YeJIOBEK, a ;KUBOTHOE.

Kak Bapyr oH NoiH:A roioBy, CJIOBHO OYYBCTBOBaJI €€ B3MIAL. KaTs oTnpsiHysa OT OKHa, HO
MO3/IHO: UX IJla3a BCTPETUINCh. AJIeKCell He OTBEpHYJICS, U OHa Toxke. Mexay HUMU He ObUIO HU
JBEPU, HU CTEHBI, & TOJBKO CHET U HECKOJIBKO I1aroB J0 KaJUTKHU.

[Torom, nornaave KOHs MO IPUBE, OH MEIJICHHO OTBEPHYJICS U, IPUBA3aB €T0 Y CTOWJIA, TTOLIEN
K nomy. Kats nepesena apixanue. Cepitle 3a0MI0Ch CHITbHEE.

Yepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT B KOPUAOPE MOCIBILIATNCH MEJIEHHBIE, TSKENbIE maru. OHU OCTaHo-
BUJIUCh Yy €€ JIBepHU.

Kars 3amepia.

OH crosi1 o Ty cTopoHy. OHa ClbIIlIaNa ero pOBHOE U CIUIIKOM OJIM3KOE JbIXaHHUe, CIIOBHO
MeXJy HUIMU He ObUIO CTEHBI, TOJIbKO IPaHb, HEHAJEKHAS U KUBAsL.

Omna He OTKpbUIA.

On He nocryya.

TuimmrHa cryctuiach, craja nodty ocs3aemMor. Kars 4yyBCTBOBasa €ro MpUCYTCTBUE TaK Ke
SICHO, KaK eCli Obl OH BOIIENT B KOMHATy. BHU3Y KMBOTa YTO-TO TYrO CKPYTHJIOCH — 3TO OBLT HE
CTpax, a Kakoe-To HeOObSICHUMOE KeJIaHUe OTCTYIUTh M OCTaThCsl OJIHOBPeMeHHo. Eii cralio kapko,
XOTSI B KOMHATe ObUT BCE TOT K€ XOJIOZ,.

[Torom oH ymén — tak xe monya. lllaru cTuxam Ha JgecTHULE.

Kars BeIJOXHY/1a ¥ TOJNBKO TOT/A MOHSA, YTO BCE TO BPEMs IIOYTH HE JplIajia.

OHa cena y OKHa, MOJKaB HOTU. 3aTeM JOCTajla THEBHUK MaTepH, KOTOPbIA CTajl €€ OMopou
3a MocJieJHNUE THH.

3a OKHOM MEJIEHHO U TSKEJO Majajl CHET, YKpbIBasi BETBU coceH. Ha nmomokoHHuKe Bee ene
JieKalia 3acoxuias BeTKa Bepecka. Karst oTkpbuia JHEBHUK.
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Omna uckana He MpocTo Tak. Eif Hy’)HO ObLIO TO, YTO MaTh Mucaja o rojioce y Kimoua, o Tom,
KTO TOBOPWJI C HEH, UTO OHa y3HaJsia o ceOe. [1asbIlbl JTMCTa CTPAHUIIBI OBICTpEe, YeM I1a3a ycrie-
BaJIM METUIATHCSA 32 CTPOYKU. OTUASIBINIUCH HANTH HYXKHYIO CTPaHUILY, OHa MOIHSIA T71a3a ¥ oOpaTuia
BHUMAaHUE Ha CTPAHHOCTb.

Ha kpato cTona crosiia KpyXkKa ¢ TOpSTYiM OTBAPOM.

Kats He momHMIa, 4TOOBI CTaBMIIA €€ TyJa.

[Tap noguuMascs poBHO# cTpyiikoi. [1ax10 KAKMMK-TO HOBBIMU TPaBaMH, TOYHO HE TEMH, UTO
00BIYHO 3aBaprBasia MiprHa. DTOT 3amax ObUT MsATYe, Ciiallle, ¢ IPUMEChI0 MENA.

Karga ornsanenacs.

B xomHaTe HMKOro He ObLIIO.

Ho Bo3myx BApyT cTaj mioTHee, OyTO KTO-TO HEBUUMBIH CTOSUI 32 €€ TUICUOM, a IIOTOM MSTKO
OTCTYIWJ B TCHb.

Hcmyra He 6110, HAOOOPOT — € CTaJI0 CIIOKOWHO, KaK Oy/ATO JIOM THUXO TIONTBEPAU: ThI HE
OfIHA, CJIOBHO YYBCTBO JICKABIO.

Kats cHOBa orycTria B3I/ Ha THEBHUK M HAKOHEI] HATKHYJIaCh — HaIllla TO, YTO UCKaJa.

[Mouepk mMatepu MEHsUICSI — CTAaHOBWJICS PBaHBIM, HEPOBHBIM, OYATO pyKa Jpoxkaia, Korma
BBIBOJIWJIA 9TU CTPOKH. DTO ObLTa He 3anuch. JT0 OblIa recHs. Kakas-To crapas 6ayaja, 3anvicanHas
OT PyKH, KaK ecju Obl e€ He TIHCaJIH, a PATAIIH.

«OH 6vin Knsizem Cesepa, naouwum 8o momy,

Omoasuium 3a6emHbwiii C80li ceen.

Jl0606b 6 Karnoavl 0bepHyracs, emy,

H Hem ¢ moii nopel emy umeHu.

Mup on xomen u 6cman medxc pooamu,

Ho npedanu — evidicenu mocmol.

Tenepv ox 00un 6 nycmome, Kax  6pedy

Yyorcue 3066m umena.

He uwu ezo 6 3epxane moi, He 306U —

OH npuxooum K momy, Kmo MOoAMum.

Kmo nocum 6 2pyou auts ockonok a066u

Om cobcmeeHHol 6oau Kpuuum.

Ecau ecmpemuutv e2o — He 6olicsi, He a2,

V3naem mebsi on no 2aazam.

Cam 6vin pabom y cyovowl,

Ho c60600y omoan nebecam.»

Kars nepeunrana Tprxapl.

E€ pyku craym 1poxaTb — He OT X0JIOAa, @ OT HOHUMaHMs1, KOTOpOe MeJJIEHHO, KakK JieJsiHas
BOJIA, 3aTIOJIHSUIO €€ U3HYTPHU.

Ho npex e, uem 3axJI0MHyTh AHEBHUK, OHA 3aMETHJIA MIOJ1 OCJIEJHEN CTPOKOM MEJIKYIO, TOUTH
CTEPTYIO IPUTTMCKY. MaTh IONMUCHIBaJIa €€, BEPOSTHO, yXke MO3Ke, ¥ IoYepK ObLT emé OoJiee pBaHbIM,
4eM B caMoy Oajuiajie.

«He 3Hato, kTo nies1 MHe 3710. CJIOB 51 He CIIblIlaja, HO OHU yke ObUIM BO MHE, KOTJIa s IPOCHY-
nack. [laMATh 3TO WM OH CHOBA TOBOPHWJI CO MHOM BO CHE — He 3Hawo. Ho 3a 3Tumu ciioBamu ectb
YTO-TO eII€. YTO-TO, YEro OH He JOCKa3as».

Kars nepeunrana 3tu cTpoku ABaxapl. B rpyau crano xonoaHo. bannana Gonblne He Ka3anach
rpocTo craport necHed. OHa cTaja moxoka Ha MUChbMO, KOTOPOE KTO-TO BJIOKHUI B PYKY €€ Marepu
— a yepe3 He€ U ell.

Jlerenna pacceimanace. [lox Heit nexano ums. Kposb. [TamATs.

Ho Teneps Kars yxe He 3Haua, ubst 3T0 ObLIa JIereHja — e€ poja Win KOro-To JIpyroro.
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Omna xoTena 3axJIONHYTh JTHEBHUK, HO B3IJIS]] 3aleTIUJICA 3a JPyrod Kpail CTpaHMLIbl, I7le MaTh
JOMHcaa KOPOTKYIO IPUITHCKY, ke He 0 Oaaze.

«Ecmm moipéns 10 npasasl U He Oyelb 3HaTh, Y KOTO CIIPOCHTh, — UM K Beiikko. OH He
ymeerT JiraTb. [103ToMy ¥ TOBOpPUT Tak MHOTO: OH HE MOXKET MOJYaTh, HO U HE MOXKET CKa3aTh JIOKb.
[MomHM: 32 KaXayl0 HACTOSIIYIO MpaBay OH IUIaTUT coOoi. He mpocu Gosbliie TOro, 4YTo MOXKEIb
BBIHECTU».

Kata cHoBa nepeunTana 311 cTpoku. ToNbKO Teneph OHa MOHsIA, oyemMy o BeHuka Ha
CEeKyHy CTapesio, KOrja OH YBOAWJI PasroBop B CTOpoHy. OH He MpOCTO OONTa — OH YKJIOHSUICS
OT MPSIMOTO OTBETA, ¥ KaX/blii TaKOW MaHEBP 3abupast y Hero 4yro-to. Ho mpaBaa ajis Heé ceiiyac
Ka3aJlach BaxKHeEe.

Ona 3aKkpblIa JHEBHUK, CyHYJIa €0 10]] MaTpac U BcTajia. Ternepb oHa 3Hajla, K KOMY W/ATH.

Eit ny)xHO ObL10 HaiiTh Befikko. Ternepps oHa 3Haa: OH HE CMOXKET Corath. A oHa OOJblIe He
CMOKET IIPUTBOPATHCS, UTO € BCE PaBHO.

Omna He 3Haza, Kak €ro HailTW, HO IOMHWJIA TOT MEPBHIM JIeHb, KOTAA OHA OKa3ajlach B JIOME.
Npuna Torga npocto KpukHysa 3a okosuily: «Belikko» — u oH BApyr nosisuics. Toraa oHa nocuu-
TaJla, 4YTO MPOCTO HE 3aMeTWUJIa ero cpasy, HO Telepb, MOCJe BCETO, YTO MPOU30IILJIO, OHA TOTOBA K
YeMy YTOfIHO.

Karsa cniycrunace BHM3, nozonuia K BXony. YyBCTBO JIETKOTO CTpaxa, CMEIIaHHOE C XOJIOHOM
YBEPEHHOCTBIO, JaBWJIO Ha BUCKU. OHA OTKpbLIa ABEPb.

— Beiikko! Beiikko! — npokpuyaina Kars, Ho Huvero. Eif HUKTO He OTBETWII.

[TouyBcTBOBaB JIErKOE pa3ovyapoBaHue U OOBUHSS ceOs B JIMIITHEH YBEPEHHOCTH, OHA pa3Bep-
HYyJIaCh U cOOpasIach MOAHATHCA K ceOe B KOMHATY, KaK BAPYT 3amMepiia OT YBUIEHHOTO.

OH cTosisT y caMoil 1eur B KoMHare, OyaTo u npapja kiai e€. CcyTynuBIIMIACA, B CBOel Oec-
(bopMeHHO¥ ITOPMOBKE, C BEAPOM BOJbI B pyKax, CJIOBHO OHA MpepBaJia ero OObIJEHHYIO AesTesb-
HOCTh. YBHIEB Katio, OH 3amMep, a MOTOM 3aroBOPHJI CJIMIIKOM OBICTPO — Kak BCer/a, Korjaa XoTed
YBECTH pa3roBop B CTOPOHY:

— A, Karg, magmyasesib, Bbl He ciuTe, a 1 BOT BO[Ly IPUHEC, BOAA CETOJHS TSAKENAsA, CHET TaeT,
a B KOJIOJIIE BOZIa YEpHAsl, HO YUCTasl, YMCTas1, Kak Cjie3a, a Bbl BCE CUIUTE OJHA, HY W IIPABUJIBHO,
MIOKOH HYK€H, MIOCJIEe BUEPAIITHETO MTOKOI HYK€H, BOH KaK CHET'Y HaBaJIWJIO, CTAPUKYU FOBOPSIT, K ypo-
Kao...

Karg marnyna k Hemy.

Teneps oHa Buzena ero peub nHaye. OH He mpocTo GonTan. OH cnacascs. Kaxapiil pas3, korna
OH OTBOPAYMBAJI B3IVIS[ WM IIPOIJIATHIBAJ CJIOBO, HA €r0 JIMLE Ha JJOMI0 CEKYH[Ibl IIPOCTYIAJO YTO-
TO APYroe: BO3pacCT, YCTaJI0CTh, CyXasi KOCTSIHAsl CTapOCTb.

Koxa cepena. CkyJibl 3a0cTpsiiuch. [1a3a 3anagany.

A TIOTOM OH MOprajl — U CHOBA CTAHOBUJICS ITPEKHUM.

— Benuk, — nepeduia oHa. — Thbl 3Haelb, YTO CIYYMIOCh C MOMMU POIUTENSIMU?

OH 3annysics. Beapo kauHynock, ¥ Bojia IJIeCHYJIa Yyepe3 Kpail.

— 3Halo, KaK He 3HaTh, — HayaJl OH CHOBA, Y€ THILE, HO BCE €IIE CIUIIKOM TOPOILIMBO. —
Bpemst Takoe ObUIO... BCE UTO-TO 3HAJIM, TOJIbKO HUKTO HE TOBOPWJI. A 51 BOLY Pa3HOCHJI, MEHsI He
CITYIIAJIH, a 5 CJIBIIIA... BOT 1 3Hat0. Ho 4To 3HaTh, KoM BCE OBUTBEM MOPOCTIO. ..

— He yxonu, — cka3ana Kard u cnenana em€ mar. — Tl He MOXels MHE BpaTh. S 3TO NoHsLIA.
[Toatomy s ciporiry npsiMo. My Tel HApYIIMIIL KIISTBY, UM CKaXelllb TIPaBILy.

Benuk nocraBuit Bepo.

Ero 6nékiible masza 3ameTanuch. JIMIo cHOBa APOTHYJIO, M Ha STOT pa3 CTApOCTh MPOCTYIHIIA
ryoxe, pe3de, CJIOBHO IM0f1 KOXkKel Ha CeKYH/y TIOJHSIIOCh YTO-TO JIPEBHEE U CyXOe.

OH cropOwics cuitbHee, Oy/ITO HEeBUIMMasl pyKa HaJIaBUJIa eMy Ha IJICUH.

— Henb3s 06 atom, Katsa, — nmporenitan oH. ['ojoc ero cran cyxum, kKak mbutb. — Henb3s. 4
KJISITBY JaBajl TBoeit Oadke, Mpune. U He Tonbko eil. S Tebe 311a He xearo.
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— A ecim s ckaxky, 4yro noiny k Kmouy u cnpoiy y Hero cama? OH IBUTCSI KO MHE CHOBA,
THI JK€ 3HAEIIIb.

Benuk B31porHys Tak, OyATO OHA ylapuia ero.

W3 ropna BeIpBajCs TOHKMIA CBUCT — KaJJOOHBIH, PBaHbIH, KaK BETEP B ILEJIH.

OH cxBaruiics 3a Ier.

— He cwmeii. Tonbko He 310. Jlyutne yx ... — OH océkcs. — OH oOMaHeT, ero npaBaa — 3TO
J0XKb. Thl MONMEILB, BB BCE BCETIa IOHUMAETe, HO Beeraa 1mo3aHo. Jlydiie yx ...

Jlutio ero mocrapesio npsiMo Ha ri1a3ax. Koxka HatsHysach Ha cky/aax. B riazax GiecHy1 HacTo-
SIIIUN yXKac.

— Ilnara Bcerga Bnepenu cioa. 1 npeaynpequi. Tenepsb ciyinai.

W oH cras pacckasbiBaTh.

CouBunBo. Xpuruio. C may3amu, BO BpeMsi KOTOPBIX €r0 JIMIIO CHOBA M CHOBA MCKAXaJlOCh,
CJIOBHO Ka)/I0€ CJIOBO BBIKHIAJIO €ro M3HYTpH. [0OpJio ero nepecoxJyio, ¥ OH TO M JIeJI0 TporaJ Iielo,
CJIOBHO XOTeJ YOeIUThCS, UTO OHa el 1era.

— Marb TBOsI 3HaJIa, — HavyaJl OH, C TPYJOM pazkumasi 3yosl. — OHa nepsasi npuinia k Kimouay.
Cama npunuia! E€ Hukto He raan. — [lay3a. ['opio Benuka aépnaynock. — Otell He yCTUJI €€ OfIHY.

Kars He neuranace.

— Onu gymamu... — BeHuk 3axmypuics. — [lymanu, ecim otaaayT cedsl, OH OTITYCTHT TeOsl.
YTO THI pOOUIIIBCS CBOOOJHOM.

— Ho He 3akpbiia.

— Her. — CoBcem tuxo. [Toutu 6e33ByuHo. — OH yxke 3Ha1 1ebds1, Kats. Eme no poxaeHus.
ThI 17151 HEro — ¥ JABEpb, ¥ 3aMoK. U Ta, y KOro KJIou.

Kats xotena cripocuTh, 4TO 3TO 3HAYUT, HO BeHUK yxke roBOpWII IajIbIlle — OTPBIBUCTO, OY/ITO
KaXJJ0€ CJIOBO BBIPHIBAJIOCH U3 HETO C KPOBBIO.

— Ho He oH onyH AepXuUT 3Ty ABepb. Tam, BHU3Y, ecTb U apyras. — OH cropOuics CUjIbHee.
— IIpabadka TBOsI. 1O €€ mymia 3akioyeHa B amynere. Tam... — OH cropOwics emme cuibHee 1
CTaJl PyKOIO yKa3biBaTh BHU3. — [lox jomMoM. B nosiBase, B cTapoM nojazemMernbe.

Kars 3amepna.

— 3akumoueHa?

— Omna 3akpsuia ero coooit. Otaana aynry, 9ToObl OH He BhIliesl. — BeHUK roBopwit BCE THIIIE,
HO B roJIOCE €ro He ObLJIO HU JKaJIOCTH, HU BOCXHIIeHus1. TonbKo crapas, cyxas 6oib. — OH BeJb He
mooun e€. OH xoten e€ KpoBb. Xotel 6eccmeptus 3a cueét CtyxuHbix. OH mpena eé.

Karst nouyBcTBOBasIa, KaK K ropiy MOACTYIAET TOITHOTA.

— On npepan e€?

— Jla. — BeHuK KMBHYJI. — A OHa ITOHSsUIa 3TO paHblIe, YeM OH 3akoH4wI. U cienana 1o, yero
oH He *xJat. 3anepna ero. Codoit. Coeit pymon. CBoelt Boje.

On 3amoruat, 6yaro 6osiics ckazars juiHee. Ho Kats Bunena: o He ooManbiBaeT. He yxonur.
TosbKO He 3HaeT, KaK TOBOPUTS JIAJIbIIIE.

— $1 He 3HaI0 Bcero, — MpU3HAJCA OH HakoHell. — [TomHio, uTo Ob110. YyBCTBYIO, UTO OBLIO.
Ho moyemy Tak BCTano — He BHKY. 3HAIO TOJIBKO: OHA — 3aMOK. A Thl — BTOpasi TIOJIOBUHA TOTO
XKe KITova.

— 3Hauur, 5 He JBepb?

— He nBepb. — Benuk cropousics emg cuibHee. — Thl — 3TO Ta, KTO MOXET MOBEPHYTh
KJo4. Mnm cinomath ero BMeCTe ¢ 3aMKOM.

[NocnenHue coBa OH yXe He CKa3asl, a POXPUIIE.

W3 ropna cHoBa BbIpBaJICsl CBUCT, YK€ HE TOHKMM, a pBaHblid, KaK TPECK CYyXOW BETKHU.

Benuk 3ammatascs U cXxBaTWICS 3a ABEPHON KOCSIK.

Kars cmoTpena Ha Hero, ¥ BHyTpU He€ 4TO-TO POCJIO.

He Tonbko xanocts.
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Oo6neruenve.

Ona y3Hana npasny. Y 3a 310 OH 3a1u1aTUjI TOJIOCOM.

Ona noHrMana, 4to AOJKHA 4yBCTBOBaTh BUHY. Ho BMecTe ¢ BUHOI MPULILIO Jpyroe — TEM-
HOE, TOYTH CJajIkoe oOeryeHre: mpapja BCE-Taky JOCTalach eu.

— BeHuk... — npomenrana oHa.

OH He 00epHYJICS.

[NonxBaTui Bepo 1 Bhilen Ha yiuiy. OcTaBUB Mociie ceOst TOJbKO XPYCT CHera 1 3aXJIONHYB-
LIyI0CS1, CJIOBHO OT CKBO3HSIKA, ABEPb.

Katsa npucnonunace K cTeHe U 3aKpbuia IJia3a.

Hagepxy ckpunny.a nosnosuna. CoBceM TUXO — TaK CKPUINT JEPEBO, KOTAA Ha HETO NepecTy-
MalT OCTOPOKHO, HE Kenas 0003HaYMTh mmar. Kars oTkpbuia 11a3a u 3amepiia, MpHCIynMBasch. B
JIOMe CHOBA CTaJI0 THXO, HO 9Ta THIIMHA OblJIa HE IMyCTOW. B Held, rae-To Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, 3aTauioch
YbE-TO JIpIXaHue. M el mpocTo MoKa3aioch.

Ona He nonwia nposepsATs. CiuikoM yetaia. CiuikoM MHoroe 0puto ckasano. Ho mo crnivie
mpoOeskal XOIOJOK — He OT CTpaxa, a OT MBICJH, YTO e€ ¢ BeHukoM ciibiman AJiekcei.

BuyTpu Karu 6oponuck 1Ba 4yBCTBa.

[epBoe — yxkacaroiiee 4yBCTBO BHUHBI: BEHHK MoTepsiji rojioc, ¥ 9To ObUIO U3-3a HEE.

Bropoe — TéMHOe, MouTH cllajikoe oOIeryeHre: mpaBia BCE-TaKH JIOCTaIach ei.

Oma 3acraBuiia ce0si JbIaTh POBHO.

Ho rne-To riry6oKo BHYTpH y caMoro cep/iia 3To BTOPOE YyBCTBO YKe YJIbIOAIOCh.

IoTom oHa nonorua K okHy. CHer 3a OKHOM IIEN BCE TaK ke CIIOKOHHO ¥ PaBHOAYIITHO, OYATO
MU He 3HaJI ¥ He XOTeJI 3HaTh, YTO TOJIBKO YTO OBUIO CKa3aHO B 3TOM JoMme. Ha Gernoii nenene nepes
JOMOM ellg ObUTH BUIHBI cJieibl BeHnka: rimyOokue, Y€TKre, OHU IILTH OT KPbUTbIAa K KaJIUTKE.

W Brpyr oOpbIBaInCh Ha CEpeHE TBOPA.

Jlaibiiie CHer Jiexasl HeTPOHYThIN, POBHBIH, Kak OyITO YeJIOBEeK, OCTABMBIIMI 3TU CJIE/IbI, IPO-
CTO HCYE3.

Karg noéxuiiace, HO 3TO IMOYEMY-TO yKE HE YIAUBUJIO €€.

K Beuepy Kars cupena y ce0s B KOMHaTe y OKHa M CMOTpeJsa, KaK HaJl JIECOM 3aroparoTcs
KENTHIE OTHMU.

JIHEeBHUK Jiexkan y He€ Ha KOJEHsX, OTKPHITHIN Ha Oamwrage. OHa mepeunTana MOCIEAHUE
CTPOKH:

«Ecnm Bctperuibs ero — He 6oiics, He JITH,

V3Haet TeOs1 OH 1O IJ1a3aM.

Cam 6bL1 paboM y cyabOsl,

Ho cBoOomy otnan HeGecam.»

— ToI oTHaN cBOOOMY, — MpoIIenTaia oHa. — A UYTO TONyYWT B3aMeH?

Ona yxe coOupasnach 3aKpbITh THEBHUK, KOT/Ia CTEHBI JIETKO, €/1Ba YJIOBUMO 3aBUOPHPOBAIIU U
W3JaJI1 HU3KUH, [JTyXOH 3BYK.

Bynro kTo-TO ynapui no KamHIO U3HYTPH.

[lepBeiii pas.

Bropoii.

Tperuii.

Kars 3amepna.

3BYK IIEN HE U3 MPUXOKEH JoMa U He U3 KOPUIopa CHU3Y. DTO ObLT OoJiee rIyOOK A, HCXOIS-
UM IPSMO U3-110[] CaMOr'o OCHOBaHUs JoMa ryi. M3-nop 3emun.

Omna npuaJiia JaJoHb K CTEHE.

Kamensb Obl1 X0NM0IHBIM, HO He MEPTBBIM. [To HUM YTO-TO %MJ0. UTO-TO K IAIO.

N B 3TOT MU Ha CBOEM IUIeUE OHA OIIYTUJIA IyHOBEHUE TEIIoro Bo3ayxa. CJIOBHO KTO-TO €€
MPUOOHSIT ¥ XOTeN YCHOKOUTh. CIIOBHO CO CTPaHMIT AHEBHUKA OKHJIO MAaTEPHUHCKOE TEIUIO, KaKIy-
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1ee 3aluTUTh CBOE nuTs. JIErkoe, moutn HeBecomoe mpukocHoBeHue. Kars 3amepna. Eil He Obu1o
crparHo. Hao60poT — 3TO MPUKOCHOBEHHE ObLIO MOXO0XKE Ha CIOBA «HE OOUCS».

OHa BBIIOXHYJIA.

3aBTpa oHa cripocut MiprHy 0 noazemerbe.

W Ta yxe He CMOXeT yWTH OT OTBETA.
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I'raBa 8. 2KureJn.

YTpo BeIAAIOCH SICHBIM, HO 3JIbIM. BeTep rHan no MEp3iion 3emiie KoMUY CHEXXHYIO KpPYILy,
3a0upasics Mo OAek/1y U XJIeCTall Mo JIMILY KUTeNel cena, okazapimxcs Ha yauie. JJom CTyKuHbIX
CTOSLJ1 IUIOTHO 3alepThiM, HO B MIEUH YK€ TPEelIall OTOHb, U M0 KYXHE IUIbLI 3aaxX CyIIEHON MSTHI.

Kars cryctunace, 3actéruBas Ha xofy KypTky. OHa coOupasiachk cripocuTh MpuHy o nomazeme-
JIbe — BYEpa ITO Ka3aJloch HeM30eKHBIM, Kak cHer 3a okHoM. Ho MpuHa onepenuna e€, enpa Kars
MEPECTYIUIA MOPOT KyXHU:

— Tol X0Tena cpocuTh Mpo TO, uTo nof Hammm aomom? 51 oreeuy, Karsa. Ho mpexne tede
HYKHO OIJIAIETbCS M YBUAETh TeX, KTO kMuBeT B benbix Kmouax. [Tpoiaucek no ceny, nHaue s He
CMOTY OOBSICHUTD TeOe HUYETO.

Kats ocraHoBHMIaCh.

— 3adeM MHEe 3TO ceJIO ¥ ero ;KUTeamn?

— V¥V ®epocku Thl ObLIa CO MHOM, MBI OBUTH TaM He ClTy4aitHo, — ckazasa Mpuna. — JKurenu
TeOs ewmé He Buaeau. A B benpix Kimouax 1o 3aMmeuaroT. JIroau HAUMHAIOT LIENTATHCS.

— MHe BCcE paBHO, YTO OHM ILEIMYYT.

— 3psa. — HpuHa cena 3a cron u nogonsunyia Kare tapenky c kameit. — Tbl Begp CTy)KHHA.
[Mocnennsisi u3 Hac. OHM 3HAIOT O TBOEM poje Oonblie, yeM Thl cama. Eciu Thl XoYellb MOHSTb,
MOCMOTPH Ha HUX. OHU pacCKaxyT TO, YErO HE CKAKY fI.

— A 4Yero Tel He CKakellb?

— Toro, 4TO ThHI JOMKHA YCIBIIATH OT HUX.

Kars cxaina 10kKy, HO cioputh He ctasia. OHa MOMHWIA BUEPALTHUI pa3roBop ¢ BeHnkom, ero
COPBaHHBIN TOJIOC, CJIOBO «amyJieT», OpoleHHoe Tnepen yxogoMm. OHa 3Haja yKe CJIMIIKOM MHOTO,
YTOOBI OTCTYMATh. Y CIMIIIKOM MaJio, YTOOBI MIOHSATD.

— XopoIo, — cKkazaja OHa, BcTaB U3-3a ctona. — 4 cxoxy. Ho BeuepoMm Tkl OTBETUIIIb.

Wpuna kuBHyma. B e€ B3risae He ObUI0 HUA pa3apaxeHusi, HU YCTaIOCTH — TOJIbKO CIIOKOWHOE,
MOYTU OOPEYEHHOE MPUHSTHE.

Korna Kars yxe B3siiach 3a 1Bepb, MipuHa Herpomko go6aBuia:

— Beiikko Te6s mpoBoauT. f yxe 3Haio, 4TO OH noTepsii rojoc. Ho oH Oyaet psaom.

Karst o6epHynach, HO MpuHa yxe OTBepHY/Iach K Ieuu, oOpariasch K MyCTOMY MECTy PsIOM
¢ coboi:

— ...TBI K€ 3Haelllb, 1 He Mory NnouTH ¢ Hell. Ho Tol Moxems. [lpurmnsgy 3a Heit, 1agHo?

Kars 3amepinia Ha mur, HO Borpoca He 3ajaia. OHa yxke MpHUBbIKajia K CTPAHHOMY MOBEICHUIO
Npunbl.

Bo nBope Betep pBaHyi1 1Bepb U3 pykK. Kars noéxunach 1 NoAH:AIa BOPOTHUK. Y KAJIUTKH, TIOA
CTapou JIMIIOW, CTOsIJT KOHb AJIEKCesl — YK€ OCEJIaHHbIN, HO IPUBA3aHHbIN. 3aBueB Kario, oH THXO
BCXPAITHYJ U NIEPECTYIUI C HOTY Ha HOTY.

Kars HeBonbHO 3aMemivia mar. B rpyau meBesibHyJIOCh TO caMoe TEIUIOE YyBCTBO, UTO OHA
MOYYBCTBOBAaJIa BUepa, Korma Kacajgach ero mend. OHa Mogonuia U NpoBesa JaJOHbI0 MO KECTKOU
rpuBe. KoHb (PBIPKHYI, TKHYJICS MOPION €1 B IIJIEYO.

— He xoueus croats? — npomenrtana oHa. — [ToHnMaro.

U Torga ona 3amerniaa AJlekces.

OH cTO5111 y CTOMJIa, ONEpPIIUCh MIEUOM Ha AEPEBSIHHYIO CTBOPKY, U CMOTpEJT Ha He€ Tak, OyaTo
’J1aJ1 IMEHHO 3TOro MoMeHTa. He noaxoaui, He oKJIMKall, a TOJIbKO cMOTpen. TeM ke B3ITIS0M, 4TO
BUYEpa OHU BCTPETWIIU JAPYT Jpyra y OKHa, HO Terepb B HEM ObUIO UTO-TO Ooniee octpoe. Kak Oyaro
OH 3HaJI, Ky/la OHa UJET, U 3TO €ro MmyraJo.

Kars BeimpsiMuiach. AJieKcell MeIJIeHHO OTTOJIKHYJICSI OT CTOWJIA M marHy omke. Ero pyka
CKOJTb3HYJIa TIO KOHCKOMY OOKY, YCIIOKauBasi )KUBOTHOE.
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— Jasieko cobpasnach? — CIpOCHII OH.

— Ipoinyce no bensim Kimouam. Mpuna Benena.

— HWpwuna 3naer, uto aenaer. — OH caenan eme mar, u Kats 3amerusia, Kak ero Juiio 3aTBep-
neno. — Ho Tb1 Goutibes?

— Boiock, HO He HACTOJILKO, YTOOBI CUJIETh B JIOME.

OH KMBHYJI, CJIOBHO XKJaJ1 UMEHHO 3TOro oTBeta. [loroMm 3amoyan Ha AJIMHHBIA BAOX.

— Belikko He ckaxeT Tebe IMTaBHOrO, — MPOU3HEC OH HaKOHell, THX0. — To, YTO OH Terepb
HE MOXET CKa3aTb.

— I'maBHOE, yTO?

AJekceil TocMOTpes Ha KOHsI, TIOTOM CHOBa Ha He€. B ero rmia3zax ObUIO y3HaBaHUE — Kak Y
YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIA BUAUT UCTOPUIO, TOBTOPSIOUTYIOCS BTOPUYHO.

— To1 yxe He Oyzienb Tako# ske. — Ero ronoc cran nouty menotrom. — TBOsI MaTh ToXke XOTena
3HaTh. OHa crycTUiIach B 3TO Noa3eMeNbe U... — OH OCTaHOBUWIICS, CJIOBHO HE 3HAsl, KaK 3aKOHUUTb.

— U 4ro?

— W He Oblna yxe npexxHer. 1o To, uTo 5 3Haw. He cnpammBaii MeHst Oosnbine. 1 He mory
pacckasarb To, 4TO ThI JOJDKHA yBHIETh cama. Ho 51 mory ObiTh 31ech. Korna Th BepuEnmbes. — OH
MPOTSIHYJ YKy — HE B MPeIOKEHNH, a B 0e3MOIBHOM obOerannu. — 1 Oymy K aaTb.

Kars nocmotpena Ha ero pyky, HOTOM B I71a3a. B HUX ObUIO CTOJIBKO OOJH, UTO €H 3aX0TENIOCh
OTCTYIUTh. BMecTO 3TOr0 OHa B3sij1a ero pyKy HeHajnonro. Pyka Obuia TEmIon.

— Crnlacu60, — ckasaia oHa.

Anekceit OTIyCTHI €€ pyKy M TOBEPHYJICS CIIMHOM, BEPHYBIIKCH K KOHIO. DTO OBUIO HE Tpe-
3peHwe, a MUJIOCepIue — JaTh el BOZMOXHOCTh YUTH Oe3 CBUjIeTeIeH.

VY kanutku e€ yxe xjaan Befikko. OH CTOsI, CCYTYIMBIINCH, B CBOSH MPUBBIYHON OechopMeH-
HOH IITOPMOBKE, HAJIBMHYB KAITIOIIOH Ha JIMIO. YBUAeB Kario, OH He 3aroBopwi, He YJIbIOHYJICH, a
TOJIBKO KOPOTKO KMBHYJI Y, pa3BEPHYBILUCH, MOILIE BIEPEL [0 CHETY.

Kara aBunynace ciegom.

Morsryanve ero ObUIO TUIOTHBIM, KaK BO3JYX Ilepe]] rpo3oi. PaHblle oHa TOHYNIA B TIOTOKE €ro
CJIOB, X JIETKOMBICITUM M OcTpoymuu. Tereps ero 6e3mosBre ObUIO TsIKesee, YeM caMoe TOpbKoe
MIpU3HAHUE.

Kars noBuiia cedst Ha TOM, YTO HE 3HAET, KyJa JIeTh CBOM IJ1a3a. BEeKKO He OrIsiIbIBaJICS, HO
MEPUOANYECKH 3aMeIs 1ar, oxujaas e€ nospieHus. Ero crmHa ropopusia MHOroe: BUHA, 030D,
ropeyb.

Ha niepeoM roBoporte, 3a 3a0opoM, Katst 3amMeTriia Ha CHery BTOPYIO IIETIOUKY CJIeIoB. MeJKyio,
HEpPOBHYIO, MIYIIYIO TIOYTH B TaKT €€ cOOCTBEHHBIM InaraM. OHa pe3KO OIJISHYJIach U HUKOTO He
yBUJETIA.

Beiikko ocTaHOBWIICS M CMOTpEI Ha He€ 10JTUM B3mIs11oM. [ToToM, He THEBHO, a ycTaso, MokKa-
YaJi TOJIOBOM M MOTHYJT PYKOH, YKa3aB ei «HJIEM JAJIbILIE.

Ero mMomganue ObUTO XYM YIIPEKOM, YeM JIIOON KPHK.

Ceno npezacTano nepea HUMU MYCTbIM, HO KUBBIM. /KM3Hb CKpbIBajIach 3a 3aHABECKaMH, B
IIeJISIX ABEeper. 3a CTEeKJIOM yraablBajioch ABrkeHue. M3 TpyO meEn apiM, HO Ha yiuile He ObLIO HU
€IMHOTO YeJIOBEKA.

TosnbKo y Koo, Tjie Aopora Jesajia u3ruod, CTosUIM KeHIIUHbL. OHI HaOUpasv BOILy, U KOTIa
Karst npubnusunack, Ux rojoca CTUXJIH.

[NepBas 3 HUX, C OOBETPEHHBIM JIMIIOM M TOHKMMHU r'y0amu, OBICTPO CXBaTHIIA 32 PYKY JCBOYKY
JIeT CeMHU ¥ TIOTSIHYJA e€ Mpoyvb, He 00opaurBasich. [pyrasi, mocrapiie, B IOHOIIEHHOM IL1aTKe, Opo-
CHJIa Kakylo-To LIETIOTKY Yepes JieBoe Tuiedo, risasa Kare Benen. 1o Obla colb.

Kars noiimasa oOpbIBOK MIENOTA, KaK MOPOX MBIIIEH:

— ...IJ1a3a, KaK y TOM... sIBWJIACh. ..

49



A. CepebOpsikoBa. «CeBepHasi KpOBb»

Beiikko mén psimomM, HeMHOTo Briepenu, 3akpbiBasi Kario co6oit. Ero crimna Hanpsriach Tak,
YTO CKYJIbI B3/1y/IUCh. 7KEHIMHBI OTBEJH IJ1a3a U OTOLUIM B CTOPOHY, /1aB UM ITPOUTH.

Kars He Bbiepxana:

— [louemy onm Tak cMoTpAT?

Beiikko He orBeTmi. OH 3ame v 1Lar, MOPaBHSAJICSA ¢ HEW U yKa3aJl JJIMHHBIM MaJIblIeM CHa-
Yajia Ha He€, IOTOM Ha JOpOry, MOTOM Ha JaibHui goM. C ycrimeM, Kak OyATO BO3IYyX COMPOTHB-
JIS7ICS, TPOX PUTIEJT YTO-TO HATIOMUHABILIEE CJIOBO:

— [lomm... HAT.

3areM MaxHyJ PyKOW W TIPOJOKUI UATH. Ero apixanue ObLIO yYaIEHHBIM, MBI HAMPS-
KEeHBI. DTO CTOWIIO eMy OOJTH.

OHu cBepHY/ M Ha Y3KYIO TpOIy BIOJIb 3a00poB. Ha oqHOM Bucena cBexasi pssOMHOBasi BETKa,
niepeBsizaHHasi YEPHOU HUTHI0. Ha npyrom Obuta ropcTh COJU, pacchiliaHHasi TaK, OyATO KTO-TO TOJIBKO
YTO MPOIIEN U OpochIt e€ BCiie.

CHer nockpunbiBaj noj Horamu. I'ie-1o xs1onHyn craBeHb. Kars 1uia, crapasch He CMOTPETh
0 CTOpOHAaM, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA MapsilFie Ha Heé B3IJIsAAbI CKBO3b Iesu B 3a0opax. Kak Oyaro ceno
NIBIIIIAJIO Ha HeE, OLleHUBas.

[Torom noma 3akoHumsuch. Ha okonuiie Belikko octaHoBUIICS Tak pe3ko, uto Kars 4yt He
HaJleTeNa Ha Hero.

Bniepenu, B cropone or goporu, crosul oM. Crapblil, ¢ 3aKOJIOYEHHBIMU KpECT-HAaKpecT
okHamH. Bo3myx BOKpyr Hero Iposkai, XOTs BeTpa He Obuto. Ha aBepu, Ha ypoBHE UesoBEUECKOro
pocTa, BUJHEIUCh CBEXHUE IIAPAITMHBI — ITTyOOKHe, CYJOPOKHBIE, KaK OYATO KTO-TO pBAJICS U3HYTPH,
JiomMasi HOI'TH.

Beiikko MmogHsI pyKy, pacKpbUI JIAJIOHb KeCTOM CTOi. Ero BelBeTIve 171a3a ObUTM HIMPOKO
pacnaxHyTbl.

OH Me/IJIEeHHO MOBEPHYJICS K HEW M MBIYaHUEM, IPEPBIBUCTBIM U CTPAIHBIM, ITPUKa3aJl ei yXO-
auth. Ero ropio padorano, Kak MexaHu3M, KOTOPBIN yKe CJIOMaH.

— INouemy? — cnpocuna Kats.

Beiikko oTkpbL1 poT. VI3 HEro BbIpBasics KOPOTKUM, CyXOM 3BYK — HE TO CBUCT, HE TO CKPEIXET,
Kak Oy/ATO BHYTpPH HEro TpecHy/1a cTpyHa. Kats B3aporaysia v OTCTynmuia Ha Iiar.

OH 3aKpbUI 171232, CIIOBHO OOJIbIIIE HE MOT.

Ho Kars ve capunynach ¢ mecta. VI3 rpyau NOACTYNUIIO TSKENOE, XOJIOAHOE YyBCTBO — 3TO
ObLT HE CTpax, a ero npeamecTBeHHua. JIIoOOMBITCTBO, OCTPOE KaK JIe3BHE.

Omna Hauana mararb B CTOPOHY AOMa.

Torma Befikko cxBaTwi e€ 3a 3arscTbe. DTo ObUIO He TPy00, HO C TAKOM CHJION, YTO OHA MOHSIA:
3TO He npocbOa. Ero naspiibl ObUM JIEASHBIME, TBEPIBIMU, KAK KOPHU JepeBa.

W B TOT )€ Mur B ronoBy Katu yaapuiia BCbIIIKa.

O6pa3sbl, Kak OCKONKH 3epkania. OHa yBuena TEMHBIN 1oM. benyio (urypy, CTosIyio y CTeHbl,
HETIOIBWKHYIO, TOJIBKO JbIIANTyo. Bo3myx BOKpyr He€ ObLT YEPHBIM, KaK KOTOTb.

W tam Opun HUTH. OHM OBUIM KpacHble, MyJIbcUpylomiye, Tyriue. OHU OIUIeTaad CTeHBI, TOJ,
caMmy (pUrypy, Kak KMBble KOPHH, KaK JIOBYIIKM. OT HUX IIEN 3arax rapu ¥ MOKpOM 3eMJIY, U3JTyvasi
’KUBOTHBIH, TIEPBOOBITHBIN YKaC.

Ho 3710 6b1710 He BCE.

Kars npodyBcTBOBasIa TUXMHA, €Ba CIBIIIHBIA TUIad. B HEM OblTa Takas 60Jb, Takas OTYasTH-
HOCTb, 4To Karg xorena kpuuarb BMECTO He€. XOTea BhITb.

Kars pBanynace, Bei€pruBas pyky. OTIaTHys1ach, mprkaia JagoHs K rpyau. Cepate Ouiioch
rie-TO B ropJie, B BUCKaX, BE3JIE.

Beiikko crosin mepen Heil, OneiHbIN, Kak cHer. Ero BhIIIBETIIME TJ1a3a MPUCTAIBHO CMOTpEN
Ha He€, U B HUX He ObLJIO HU 3710061, HU kaslocTH. TONBKO ApeBHMIA, Oe3I0HHBIN ykac. Bynto oH cam
BUJIEJT 3TO HE Pa3 U He JIBa, U KAXABIM pa3 3TO yOUBAJIO B HEM YTO-TO.
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Befikko MeJIieHHO MOHSIT MaJiel] K ry0aM, JKecToM CKa3aB el «Momum». Ero pyka aposxaia.

[ToTtoM OH pa3BepHYJICS U MOMIEN MPOYb, He OIMIsAAbIBasACh. Ero cnvHa Obla COrHYTA, KaK TOJ
HEMOCWIbHOW HOIIIEH.

Kars morina 3a HuM, He B cHJIax caenath Hudero qpyroro. Horu 6butn BaTHeIME. ['0NIOBa TyIena.
Oma GoJblre He 3a7aBajia BopocoB. Tenepb oHa AEHCTBUTENBHO OOsIach, HO HE IoMa, He KPacHOTo
KaMHsI 1 He OeJioll (pUrypsl B TEMHOTE.

Omna 6os1ach TOrO, 4TO, ecii BelKko KOCHETCA e€ emé pa3, oHa YBUAUT Oosnbire. M 4To 310
«0OJIBIIIe» pa3IOMaeT e€ HAIOIONaM.

3aTeM OHM BEpHYJIHCH K Kosoaiy. Ha 3ToT pa3 Tam ObLT TOJIBKO OIUH YeJIOBEeK.

Beicokuii, cropOyieHHbIN, ¢ 0OBETPEHHBIM JIUIIOM M CHJIbHBIMH, IIPAMUPOBAHHBIMHU PyKAMHU.
OH YMHUT CeTh, HATAHYTYIO Ha JEPEBSHHYIO pamy. PsioM Ha 3emiie CTOsUIo BeIpo ¢ phIOOi, mepe-
JIMBABIIENCS TOTYObIM U cepeOpOM.

Aro 6bu1 CeMEH, NomouHMK. TOT camblii, YTO CHIEN B TOT JIeHb MO MBOHM Y peku, korna Kars
BIIEpPBBIE IIIJTa K UCTOUYHUKY Kimoun.

OH He MOIHSLI TOJIOBBI, KOT/Ia OHU MOJOIUIN, HO €r0 PyKU 3aMeJTUINA JBUKEHHE.

— 3npasctByi, CTy)XuHa, — MPOU3HEC OH. ['0y10C ObLT HU3KUM, XPUTLIBIA, KaK Oy/ITO KTO-TO
KOTJIa-TO TYIIMJI €T0 M yAEePKHBaeT JI0 cux nop. — JloOpanack 10 HAIlIMX MecCT.

— 3npascTByiiTe, — oTtBeTMa Karsa. — Bbl MeHs1 moMHuTe?

CeméEn HakoHell ogHsUT T1a3a. OHM ObUTH XOJIO/IHBIE, CEephie, KaK TTPOPYOH BO JIBIY.

— INomH10, — cka3zan oH. — Ho Tora Thl emé He Oblla roToBa BUAETh. Tereph BOT CMOTPHIIIb.
— OH MOJIOXWJT CeTh U MeJIJIeHHO TofiHsIcs. Ha ero 3amsictbe Ob1 OeJIbli, TOYTH PO3PAYHBIN [IIPaM.
— OHHU BCe KJIaJId, KOTJa Tl IIPUJIETIb.

— Kro xman?
— Paznple. OgHu XOTAT, YTOOBI THI yexaia U 3a0bl1a 000 BcEM. [lpyrue MoJsiT O TOM, YTOOBI
THI ocTasiach. — CeMEH mpuces Ha Kpaill KOJIOANA, U ero CIIMHA COTHYJIAch emeé Oosbiie. — A BOT

TPETbU... OHU KAYT, YTO Thl CIEJIALIIlb TO, YTO JIOJKHA.

— Yrto g nomkHa? — cnpocuiia Kars.

Cemén ponro momyast. Ero pyku ObutH 3aHSITHI —OH CHOBA B3sLJICS 32 CETh, HO padoTal Me[-
JieHHee, OyATO MaJIbIbl €r0 MOMHHJIM BCE Y3JIbI, AaXe KOIJa pa3yM OTKa3bIBaJICS TOBOPUTb.

— 3a pekoii, — HayaJl OH TUXO0, — B MPOILIYI0 3UMy nponaiu yersepo. [Ipocto ymum. He
YTOHYJIM — 3Hal0, IOTOMY 4TO s UCKaJI. Y TOIUIEHHUKOB BoJa BhIOpackiBaeT. Ho ux... ux kak Oyaro
He ObLJIO0 HUKOT/A.

Ero ronoc uamenusicsi. Ctan TOHbIIE, XpHUITUE.

— OauH u3 HUX ObLT MOU ChIH. XOPOIIUI MaJbuuK, TUXUIA U MOCHyIHbIA. EMy OblIO 111ECT-
Haaatb. — CeMEH cKajl CeTh TaK KPENKo, YTO OHA XPYCTHYJIA TOJ ero najisiamu. — [locie Toro
KakK OH YIIEIN, sl B3sUT JIOAKY U MOeXas ero McKarh. JOMmbul 0 TOro MecTa, Ijie B JIeCy HaYMHAeTCs
KpyToit 00peIB. TaMm... Tam Obu10 X0moAHO, CTyXKMHA. XOJOJHO, KaK eciii OBl JIETO HUKOI/IA CIo[a He
MIPUXONIIO.

Kars yyBcTBOBasa, Kak y He€ MO CIIMHE JILIOM O€KHUT YTO-TO OCTPOE.

— OH BepHyJIcs? — cIpocuyia OHa.

Cewmén He otBeTWI. [IpocTo nmokavas rojioBox.

— MocT oGemany HOCTPOUTh Yepe3 peKy, YTOObI JIIOAM He PUCKOBANH ¢ Jiofkoi. Ho 51 roBopio
— He HaJo CTPOUTh MocTa. [lotoMy uTO ecimm MocT Oyner, TO TyAa HAauHYT XOOUTh U apyrue. U He
BCE BEPHYTCS OTTY/A.

OH noHA [J1a3a ¥ OCMOTPEJT €i MPSIMO B JIULIO.

— Ho ckopo u tebe npunércs novtu tyga. M Thl Oyzmemis onqHa — HET, MOXKET W He OIHa.
Moxet ObITh ¢ HUM, a MOXeT... — CeMEH KUBHYJ Ha Belikko. — OH He CMOXKeT 3alUuTUTh TeOs, HO
OH TOKakeT Tede Jopory. DTo BCE, YTO OH MOXKET.

— D10 yrpo3a? — crpocuia Kars.
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— ro npaeaa, — orBeTna CeméH. — OObIuHAsI, CKyuyHas npapja. HuUKakux mpeasHamMeHo-
BaHUU, MPOCTO TO, YTO 3[IECh MPOUCXOAUT. VI TPOUCXOAUT CIIUIITKOM JTAaBHO.

OH cHOBa HaKJIOHWICS K CETH, /1aBasi i MOHSTh, UTO Pa3roBOP OKOHYEH.

Kars crosina emé MraHoBeHue, CIIblia 3ByK BeTpa U CKpUI jepeBsiHHOM pambl. [Torom nosep-
HYJ1ach U TOIILJIa JaJIbIIIe.

Beiikko He nmpousHéc HY 3ByKa. OH MPOCTO MOIIEN PSIIOM C HEel, ero MOTYaHue Teriephb ObLIO
MOYTH YTEIIEHUEM — YeM-TO MOCTOSIHHBIM B 3TOM CTPaHHOM, BpaxaIeOHOM MUpe.

Ha ymune mexny nomamu Kats 3ameruniia 1eBOUKy.

XyneHbKast, B TEMHOM ILIaTKe, M3 KOTOPOTO BHIOMBAJIMCH TOHKHE, YepHbIe KOCHIKHU. OHa CTosIa
y TIOKOCHBITIerocs 3a0opa, psijioM ¢ JOMOM, U3 KOToporo Bayvi abiM. CmoTpena Ha Katio, He oTBOIs
[1a3, U B €€ B3IVIIE He ObUIO JETCKOro JIIOOOIBITCTBA.

ToJbKO CIOKOMHOE, MOYTH B3POCIOe OKUIaHUE.

Kars HeBobHO 3aMe/niia mar.

— K10 310? — cnipocuia oHa y Belikko.

Beiikko Hampsircst Bech, Kak CTpyHa mnepej pa3pbiBoM. OH OCMOTpeIT Ha JIEBOUKY, TOTOM Ha
Kartio. [Tokaua rofioBoii, OH He XOTeJ eil 00bsICHUTH. Ho OBLIO yike MO3IHO.

Kats pa3BepHy/ach 1 yBepEHHBIM IIIAroM TMOJIONIA K 3a00py.

JleBouka He ucIyraiach u He YJIbIOHY1ach. OHa MPOCTO CTOsLIA TaM, JOKUAASICh.

— Xuma, — ckazana oHa, korja Kats ocraHoBwiack niepe Heid. E€ ronoc ObLT THXUM, KPH-
CTaJIbHO YUCTHIM, KaK KOJIOKOJIbYMK B ITyCTOM JOME.

— Kara, — orBeTmia oHa.

— 41 3naw. Tel Bepb Busena ApuHky? — cripocmia Xunma. — Ty, uto 6onena?

— Bupena. C Helt Bc€ xopolio.

— Omna nonpasurcs?

— Jla. Mpuna cka3ana, 9to ¢ Hell BCE OyJeT XOpoIlio.

XuMa rmomosryaa, ¥ B 3TOM MOTYaHUU OBLIO CTOJTBKO OMBITA M CTAPOCTH, CTOJIBKO YCTAJIOCTH,
yT0o KaTst HeBOJIbHO OTCTYIMIIA Ha IIIar.

— T e€ cnacna, — ckazasia geBouka. — ¢ 3Ha0. MHe 6a0yiika pacckaszana. Thl mporaana
TETIO C KPACHBIM KAMEIIIKOM.

— 41 Hukoro He nporoHsuia, — oreermwia Kara. — IIpocro caenana koe-4dro.

— Balymika roBoput, 3T0 ¥ 3HAUUT MPOTHATH, — YNPAMO cKazana XuiMa. — Ho oHa Bep-
HETcs. OHa Bceraa BO3Bpaliaercsl.

Kars 3amepna.

— Ortkyza Tbl 3Haelb?

— ITotomy 4TO OHa XOOUT y*ke OYeHb AaBHO. [Ipuxoaut Kk TeM, KTo 6oseH. M k Tem, KTo BOT-
BOT yiner. — XwiMa caenaiia mar ke, u Kars 3ameTwsia, 4To IeBOYKa HE OCTABJISIET CJIE/IOB Ha
cHery. — Ho ThL... THI He Oyaenb yXomuTh. [I0ToMy 4TO THI yKe XOJOIHAs.

Kats mocmotpena Ha cBolo JiaioHb. Pyka eficTBuTebHO OblIa XONMofHee, yeM o0braHO. Kak
oynro Kmou [MamsATH OCTaBWI B HE 9aCTHIly CaMOro ceO0si — OCKOJIOK JIbJIa, YTO MEJICHHO Tasi,
HO OCTAaBJISLJI XOJIOA.

— Kro 312 11517 — cnpocuna Kats.

Ho Xwima yxe orcrynuia.

— He 3nato, — ckazana ona. — Ho ona He 3nas. Eit npocto xononHo. Eil oueHb X0n0aHo.

JleBouka pa3BepHyJach W TMoOexana BAOAb 3a0opa. Ho He k nOoMy, OTKyna Bavi JbIM, a
JaJibliie, B CTOPOHY CTaporo, 3aK0JIOUEHHOTO KPECT-HAKPECT JOMa.

Kars npocneauiia e€ B3risiJ0M 1 BHE3AITHO MOHSIA.

JIBepb B TOT JOM He OTKpbiBaJiack. M B OKHaX, 3a0MTHIX JIOCKaMU, He ObUIO HU €IMHOM IIIEJIH.
JleBouka mobexana Tyaa, riae Helib3s Obl1o BoiTh. E€ (hurypa mcuesna 3a yriiom, u korga Kars nepe-
BOJIMJIA B3IJISI/] HA caMmy JIBepb, OHA MOHSIA, YTO HET HUKAKOTrO BXOJA.
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Beiikko cTos1 mo3aau, ero IpixaHue Obulo ydyameéHHbIM. OH He TOMBITAJICSI OCTAaHOBUTH €€.
IIpocro xpan.

OHM NoJONIIM K MOCJIeJHUM JOMaM Ha Kpaio ceJa.

B onHOM 13 HUX OblTa pacnaxHyTa qBepb. Ha cTosne, BUTHOM ¢ YIUIIbL, CTOSIIA TAPEITKa C OCTHIB-
I1Iel Kallei, MOKPBITOM TOHKON KOpOUuKo# Jibaa. Kak OynTo KTO-TO BCTasl M BHIIIET MUHYTY Has3al, a
MOJET U TOpa3/Jio paHblIe.

Beiikko cxai el JJOKOTh U NOTSAHYJI 1ajibllie, HE AaBasi 3aryisigbIBaTh BHYTPb.

Haxonen onn ocraHoBuiMch y nocieanero joma. Craporo, ¢ 3aK0JI04YeHHBIMU OKHaMH, C JIBE-
PbI0, KOTOPYIO KOIJa-TO KPACHJIHM, HO KpacKa 00J1e371a, OCTaBUB KENThIE MOJTOCH], KAK PaHBI.

Beiikko ocraHoBuICs B TpEX mmiarax ot nopora. OH ykasan Ha iBepb, 1 Katsi noHsiia 6e3 cioB:
OHHU I1LJTM UMEHHO CIOf1A.

Oma He ycrienia ocTyyars.

JIBEpb IPUOTKPBLUIACH CaMa.

Ha nopore crosina crapyxa. MajneHbkasi, cropoieHHasi, B TEMHOM, TIOTEPTOM | BBIIBETIIIEM
riatke. B e€ pykax Obla qepeBsHHasI MECKa, M OHa Opocajia U3 He€ B CHET YTO-TO TEMHOE — KPOIIIKH,
3€pHa, WK, MOXKET ObITh, YTO-TO COBCEM Jpyroe. Betep yHOCKI UX MPOYb.

— Tonoiiau, — ckasana crapyxa, He misiist Ha Katio. ['ooc e€ ObUT Kak CKPHIT CTaporo Aepesa.
— He 06oiica mens, moé umsa Besutamo. TBog 6a0ka MeHs 3HAJIA.

Kars He nBuHynack.

B 371011 cTapyxe ObLJI0 UTO-TO, OT Yero BOJIOCH MOAHMMAJIVCH Ha 3aThuike. He 3710, a ckopee uTo-
TO JpeBHee, Kak cama 3emJisl rof 1oMoM. Kak BocnoMuHaHue 0 BpeMeHH, KOTOpOe AABHO MPOLLIO,
HO HE CTEPJIOCHh OKOHYATENIBHO.

— Tw yxe Bugena Xunmy? — crpocuia Bemiamo, nponomkast 6pocars Kpoiku. — beHas
JEeBOYKA.

— Bupena.

— OmHa He xuBas U He MEPTBasl. 3acTpsijia Mexay. — Besutamo HakoHen nofaHsia riaza. OHu
ObLTM BBILIBETILINE, TIOUTH MOJIOYHO-0eJIble, HO B HUX ropesa Takas ApeBHsisi 0ok, uto Kats mormar-
Hynack. — Kak u Bce Mbl 31ech. TOJIBKO OHA HE TOHUMAET 3TOTO.

Karts noneitanack AplaTh poBHEE.

— Yro 3HaUMT «HEe kuBas»? OHa OblIa HacTosimas. 51 e€ Buzena.

— Bupnena To, 4yTo OHa Xouer, 4TOObl Thl BUIeAa. — Benmamo 6pocuia MocIeaHIon ropeTh
Y BHITEpJIA PYKHU O IUIaThe. — XWJIMa MOILIa BCJe HEil. .. Thl 3Haelllb O KOM 1 FOBOPIO. ..M XUjIMa
TOXE He BepHYyJach. ToNmbKo e€ mycToi ciel Tenepb 31ech. JleBouka, KoTopasi MPUXOAUT K OOMISIIIIM
1 xonogHbIM. [ToMoraer yxonuts.

Kars e cMorna oTBeTUTb.

— A THI Bujiena v Tebe X04eTcs CIIPOCHTh, T7e e€ HailTu, n1a? — BemaMo MeieHHO 3aKphlia
mucky. — Ho ona Be3ne u murze. Kak 3ta, B KpacHoMm KamHe. Kak u ta.

— Br1 3Haere, e ona? — cnpocwia Kars. — Ta, ¢ kpacHbIM KamHeM?

Bennamo nokavasa ronoBoi.

— 41 He cmory Te6e nomoub. Tonmbko oH MokeT. — CTapyxa MocMoTpesna Kyaa-To B CTOPOHY,
He Ha Kato. — Tor, kto e€ norepsi1. Tot, k1o Terneps MOTYUT. i TO, 4TO MOJTYUAT CKBO3b HETO.

Kara Bcnomuunna Bugenue. Kpacusie Hutu. [lnau B temHoTe.

— Yt0 3710 32 HUTH? — cripocuia oHa. — B Tom nome?

Bennamo noBepHyach CIIMHOM M Hayala 3aKpbIBaTh JABEPb.

— Eg 6omb. E€ nonbiTka BeIOpaThesl. E€ mamMsaTh, KOTOpast He XO4YeT YXOIUTh U MPeBpaTHIIach
B 1lenb. — [0510C cTapyxu cTail e[jBa CIBIIIHBIM. — TBOsI MaTh CIycKajlach B TO MOA3EMENIbE U HE
BepHyJach npexxHen. Trl Toxxe noraenib. Ho He ceroiHs v He ceityac.

Bemamo nocMoTperna Ha OKHO, rjie He00 ObLIO OeJTbIM 1 ITyXUM, KaK KYIIOJ OTJMTHIN N30 JIbA.
E€ naspipl gpornyim.
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— Omnu capbimat Hac. Yxonu. Y He orisiipiBaiicsl.

JIBepb 3akpbuiack. He cama no cebe — Bemnamo 3akpbuia €€ U3HYTpH Tak IJIOTHO, YTO 3BYK
ObLT KaK y/ap B CIIUHY.

Kars mocrosina eme MrHoBeHue, 4yBCTBYsI Ha ceOe B3IJISAbI CJIOBHO M3-T1071 3EMJIH, 8 TAKXKe 13-
3a 3a00pa, U3 pacceauH Mexay nomamu. Ceso ObUIO JKUBBIM M CMOTPENIO COTHSIMHU T71a3. [Totom oHa
pa3BEpHYJIACh U MOIILIA IPOYb.

Beiikko yxe xnaan e€ Ha Tpore. Ero cimysT ObU1 TOHKUM, TIOUTH MPO3PAYHBIM B CEPOM CBETE.
OH He 3agan HU ofHOTO Bornpoca. [IpocTo KuBHYII.

OHM 1M MOJTYa, M CHOBA Hayall MajaTh MATKUM, TycToi cHer. Kars He orisjapiBanack, HO
cabimana nozagu ceos. Her yxe psimom. [louty B TakT e€ miaram CKpHIiesn 4yxou cien. 1o Obul
MEJIKUI U JeTckuid ciel. Korna oHa melTanack cocpeloTOYMThCS Ha 3BYKe, OH cpasy ucuesan. Ho
CTOWJIO €11 OTBEPHYTh BHUMAHHE, KAK OH CHOBA MOSBJISAJICA KaK JIbIXaHUE.

Moxet ObIThb, 3T0 ObUTa XuamMa. MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO ObUT BETep, Urpatoluii co cHerom. Kats ve
3HaJsIa U OosIach y3HaTb.

VY KayuTKM ycaapO0bl OHM OCTAaHOBUJIUC.

Beiikko 3amep psjoM C Hel, ero ccyTy/leHHasl (purypa Kasajach Msrdye B CBETe MaJaloiiero
cHera. Ha ero rnuiede siexas TOHKMIA CJIOW CHEXKHBIX KPUCTAJLJIOB.

— Cnlacu60, — ckasania Kars.

Beiikko He orBeTmi1. TONBKO MOCMOTpPEN HAa HEE I0JTMM, HEMUTaloIyM B3isgaoM. U Ha ogHy
CEKYH/Y, @ MOXET ObITh, 3TO OBbLTIO yke BooOpakeHneMm Katu, B €ro BBIIBETIINX I1a3aX MPOCTYIHIIO
4yTO-TO ApeBHee. CIOKOICTBYE, KOTOPOE CTapIlle ero CMEepPTH.

[ToTOM OH KMBHYJ U IOBEPHYJICS.

Kata cmotpena, kak OH yXoAaMT, pacTBOpsisiCh B cHery. Ero ¢urypa pactBopsiiack, 1oka He
ucyesna copceM. Criel1 ero Ha CHery OCTaBaJICsl TOHKMM, POBHBIM, Kak OyATO €ro HOTM He KacaJIvcCh
3eMJIM.

A mo3agu ero ciena, 4yTh B CTOPOHE, ObUTH MasieHbKue cienbl. OHu UM Belien 3a Belkko.
Kars npocnennia ux B3rs0M, oka OHU HE paCTBOPUJIMCH B METEIH.

BHyTpH HEE MOAHATIOCH 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE HE MMENO Ha3BaHuA. [yxas, Tsaxkénad BuHa. 13-3a
He€ Bellkko MoTyas v 3To MosryaHue OyleT UATH 32 HUM BCIOy, KaK TeHb.

Karg Bomia B gom.

WpuHa crosia y ey, HAKJIOHUMBIINUCH K ITyCTOMY MECTY Ha JIaBKE, CJIOBHO TaM CUAEN KUBOW
yesioBeK. OHa rOBOpHMIIA YTO-TO TUXO, TOUTH IIENOTOM. E€ royoc ObUT CTpaHHO JTACKOBBI — TaKUM,
kakuM Kats HuKorza ero He cipliiana.

— ...TBI € 3Haelllb, s He MOry oWty ¢ Hell. [Tpurisaau 3a Heit, nagHo? OHa emié He 3Haer,
yTO OHa uiieT. Ho Thl TO 3Haemib.

Wpuna 3amonyasna, cI0BHO Ciylasi OTBET.

[Torom mMenieHHO noBepHyJiach K Kare.

— Bepnynace.

— Bepnynace, — orBetriia Kars.

Ona orisiiena KyxHio — Ha CTOJIE CTOsUIa OCThIBILASA Kallla, B YITTy JieKasla cMsATas TpAnuua, u
Ha JIaBKe, TaM, rae MprHa ToJIbKO 4TO rOBOpMIIA, ObUIO BIIeYaTIeHHE, Oy/ITO KTO-TO TOJIBKO UTO BCTAJ.

— C keM Tl roBopuiia? — crpocuiia Kars.

WNpuna He orBetniia. OHa nonpasuiia IJIATOK U OTBEPHYJIACH K I1€4H, Ipsiya JIULIO.

— Tol 1OKHA OTIOXHYTb. 3aBTpa Oy/eT TPYIHbIN JIEHb.

— HpuHa...

— 3aBTpa, — MOBTOPUJIA CTApyXa, U B €€ rojoce Oblia Takast (PMHATBHOCTB, uTo Karts He crana
HAaCTauBaTh.

Ona noaHsAIach B CBOIO KOMHATY U CeJa y OKHA, YK€ He Pa3/IeBasCh.
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3a OKHOM IIIEJT MeJIKUH, TUXUI cHer. Jlec 3a JOMOM ObLT TIOJIHOCTBIO 3aKpBIT Oenm3HOoN. Han
HUM, JAJIEKO-AAJIEKO, BAPYT MUTHYJI €IMHCTBEHHBIN KENTHI OTOHEK.

Kats cMoTpena Ha Hero, ¥ B roJI0Be 3BY4aJl OTPBIBKU (ppa3 3TOro AHs.

«— Eii npocmo xonoomo.»

«— Imo namsamo, YUMo uulen noKos. »

«— Hwem meos.»

OHa BCIIOMHUJIA JKEHILMHY ¢ KPacCHbIM KaMHeM U ApUHKY. BcroMHuMIIa TO X0J10/1HOE PUKOC-
HOBEHHUE LIMIIbl, KOTOPOE MOMOIJIO CHACTH AUTA. BeroMHMIa Koablo Ha (pOTO, U MyJIbCUPYIOLIHA,
KAaK JKMBOW YIoOJIb, KPACHbI KaMEHb.

Tenepb OHa 3Haja, YTO ITO HE MPOCTO YKpallleHHe. ITO OCKOJIOK 4ero-1o. OT yero Tosbko?
Ona He 3Hasa. Ho 3Ta *eHipHa, ¢ 6eJ1oi KoXel M KPaCHBIM KaMHeM, UIIET He APUHKY.

Ona umet Kario. Uiner yxe naBHo.

Kars npuxana nagons k rpyau. [loa pyGaxoit Koxa Ob1a XonoaHee, yeM JomkHa ObiTh. Cepare
OWJIOCH TSIKEIO, CJIOBHO BO JIBALY.

— 41 31ech, — mpolenTaia OHa B TEMHOTY KOMHAThI. — 1 ciibinry Teost.

OroHék 3a OKHOM BOIPOCUTEIBHO MUTHYJI €I1I€ pa3 U MOrac OKOHYAaTeJIbHO.

Karst yxe cobupanach 3akpbITh 3aHABECKY U JIeUb CIIaTh, KOTAA PE3KO 0OEPHYNACh.

B kKoMHaTe HMKOro He ObLIO.

Tonbko KpyXkKa ¢ OCTBIBILIMM TPaBsIHBIM OTBapOM, KOTOPYIO OHA TOUHO HE CTaBWJIA, CTOslJIa Ha
crosie. [1ap oT He€ nogHMMAJICS B HETTOABUKHOM BO3/1yXe KOMHATBI M U3JTy4aJl TEIJIO U IpKUI apoMar
TMEYEHBIX SOJOK.

310 OBUIO YbE-TO HEBUMMOE TIPUCYTCTBHE.

Kara BeIjOXHY/1a BO Mpake.

— Tl crpimmie MeHs1? — CIpOCHIIa OHa.

Otgera He ObUT0. HO KOMHaTa CJIOBHO cienaia BIOX — Kak KUBoe cyliectBo. U crayo emgé
XOJIO[IHEE.

Kars mopmonuia K KpyKKe ¥ OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJIach Kpast. Yail BHyTpy ObLI TOPSYMM U CBEXKe-
3aBapeHHbIM. Ha JHe 1u1aBau JIMCThsI MATHI U YTO-TO €IIE — TEMHOE, HEU3BECTHOE.

OHa oTnuIa HEMHOTO, OIIYTUB CTPaHHBIN, TPaBSHOM BKYC.

3aBTpa MprHa pacckaxeT o noazemMense, Jaxe eciu Karsa He cipocur.

Ternepb 0HO camo 3BaJIo e€. M 3TOT rosioc ObUI yike Tak OJIM3KO0, YTO OHA OIIYIIaJIa ero JbIXaHKe
Ha KOXe.

Kars cena Ha KpoBaTh M CMOTpeJia B TEMHOTY, IJIe HET HU (PUTyp, HU TEHEH, TOJIbKO OKUIaHHUE
Yero-To, B YEM HeJIb3s OTKa3aTb.

A BHU3Y Ha KyxHe Obi1a Mprna. OHa cuziena y medr v cMoTpesia Ha IyCTYIO JIaBKY, IJie JieKaia
CMSATasl TPANMLIA.

E€ ryOs! meBenmmch, HO 3ByKa He Obut0. TONMBKO TEHb Ha JIUMIE — TEHb YeJI0OBeKa, YTO CHIE
PAAOM, HEBUIMMBIN JJIsI IPYTUX, KpOME HeE.

WpuHa npotsHyna pyKy 4 KOCHYJIACh IyCTOTO BO3/yXa.

E€ naonp npoiiuia CKBO3b X0ONIO/,.

— Beperu e€, — cka3ajia oHa HaKOHEII, TPOMKO, CJIOBHO Uepe3 Oosibinoe paccrossaue. — Ecu
CMOXellb. ¥ 3Ha10, YTO THI CMOKEIIb [IOMOYb.

Ha naBke, rae Huuero He ObUIO, OTIEYATATIOCH BIAKHOE MATHO OT MAJICHBKOW PYKH.

Wpuna 3akpbuia ra3a u 3arpedia OroHb B MeUM, OTIPABIIsAS B IUIaMsI BETKY PSIOMHBI, ITEpeBsi-
3aHHYIO YEPHOW HUTBIO.

TTonusscs OenbliA, XOJIOIHBINA JIBIM.
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I'naBa 9. Iloa3eme.ne.

ITocne Bo3BpaieHusa B JoM yTpo BcTpeTwiio benple Kimoun crpaHHOM, 3BEHALIEN TUIIMHOW.
JloM He ryzes1 1 He CKpHIIES], HE AbIIIAJ B CIIMHY — OH CHOBA kAaJ1. CHer 3a OKHOM IlepecTall ChIlaTh,
HO He0O OCTaBaIOCh HU3KUM, O€JIECHIM, CJIOBHO OCTBIBIIAs 30J1a, & CBET, IPOHUKABLIMI B JI0M, ObLI
IJIOCKUM U XOJIOIHBIM.

Kyrasce B mepcrsHoi miarok, Kars cmycruiiace OOCMKOM, MpHKMMasi K TPyAUd AHEBHUK
Marepy. B 3Ty HOUb COH K HEH Tak M He MPUILET — OHa ITPOBEJIa €€ B TPEBOXKHOM Oxxuaannu. Koxa
Ha 3aIlICThe, TaM, IJie €€ cXBaTWi BelKko, BCE elI€ NoKajbBasa. TO OLIYLIEHUE HE MPOXOIUIIO,
CKOJIBKO OHa HU TEpJIA PYyKY.

V neun He ObuT0 VIpUHBL.

Tam crosia apyras KeHIIMHA — 4yXkasl, C PE3KUMH, HO CJIMIIKOM TOYHBIMU ABMKEHUSMHU.
Kars 3amepina Ha mopore, He cMesl BOUTH.

Hesnakomka Obl1a HU3KOM, HO JiaqHOM. Ha Heii Obl10 TEMHOE IOMOTKaHOE I1J1aThe, cTapast mep-
CTSIHasl Iajlb, 3aKOJIOTAsl Y TOpJia KOCTSHOW OYJIaBKOM, a e€ ceple BOJIOCH ObUIM CTSHYTHI B TYTYIO
kocy. JIuo y He€ ObUIO CMOKOHHOE, HO C Pe3KMMHU 4epTaMH, CJIOBHO BBIPE3aHHBIMHU M3 CTaporo,
IIOTEMHEBIIIETO OT BPEMEHU JIEPEBA.

A norom Karg nocmorpena B r1a3a 3ToW JKEHIIUHBI U BCE BHYTPH OCEJIO XOJIOAOM.

D70 ObUIa He OOBIYHAS, MyTAOIIAsi TEMHOTA IV1a3. B HUX HUYEro He OTpakajochk: HU OKHO, HU
OnenHbI yTpeHHU ceT. E€ r1a3a, cIOBHO HeHachITHAs Oe3/1Ha, MOIJIOIAIN peaabHOCTh. CMOTpeTh
B HHX OBLJIO OMACHO: Ka3aJoCh, THI 3arJIs/IbIBACIIb B IPOPYOb, B KOTOPOW CKPBIBAETCS HE yCTOTa, a
HeYTo 4ykJ10e, u3yvaioniee Te0s B oTBeT. Kars 3amepia, 0CO3HaB CTpalIHyIo [TpaBay: B €€ IJ1a3ax He
ObLIO HU paly’)KKM, HA 3pAY4KOB — OHU OBUIM YEPHBI LIEJIMKOM, OT Kpasi 10 Kpasl.

JKeHmmyHa Melmana 4ro-To B CTApOM IIIMHSAHOM ropuike. 110 KyxXHe IUIbLT TSKENBIN, TEMHBIN
3amax — 3amax BOCKa, jKKEHOTO0 MENA, CMEIIAHHOTO C YEM-TO TPaBSHBIM M HEMHOIO TOPbKHMM, Kak
abM. OH Kazajics el 3HaKOMBIM. Tak IaxHeT cTpax.

Ona MeIJIeHHO ITPOBEJIa JIOKKOM 10 KpyTy. I'ycToe BapeBO B TOpILIKE HE KUIIEO.

IToToMm 3Ta JKeHIMHA CHslJIa TOPLIOK C OTHsl ¥ IOCTaBUJIA €ro Ha cToll. Pyku y He€ Obutu cyxue, ¢
TOHKHMMH, Oy/ITO ITUYBAMH MAJILIAMU, U JIBUTATNCH TaK OEPeXHO, CIIOBHO OHA HEC/Ia He e[y, a HeuTo,
YTO HeJb3sl ObLIO pacIyiecKarh HM Ha Karwmo. OHa BhITEplia Masiblbl O MEPeIHNUK, HO 3aroBOpUIIa
He cpady. CHauala ocMoTpesia Ha nap, NOJHUMAIOIIUICS HaJl TOPLIKOM, IPOJOJIKUIIA €0 CJIETKa
MOMEINBATh JIOKKOU, ¥ TOJIBKO MOTOM Ha Kario.

— Tol npunuia, — npousHecia oHa. ['os0c y He€ okazasicss HU3KUM, CyXuM, OyATO UM JIaBHO
HE T0Jb30BaiCh. — U ThI Tak 1 Oyzenb cTosATh Ha mopore? JIIoan yMeIoT CTOSITh TaK TOlaMHu.

Kars He nBunynace.

— Kro Bwr?

7KenimHa obepHyach.

— 4 I'nena. Moxelb cunTath MEHs XpaHUTEJIBHULIEW TOTO JI0Ma, KOTOPbIMA Thl TaK XOTEJa
nponars. Ho, kak Buauieb, g nonro xjgana. Kaana, Koraa ke Tsl MeHs yBUAnIIb. — OHa uyTh IOMe]-
mia. — ['opa3fo fonblie, 4eM Thl JymMaellb.

— Tlouemy ceituac?

— Buepa Tbl KOCHYJIaCh TOTO, KTO Ha CaMOM [I€JIE HE YeJIOBEK, Kars, HO Tl HE OTIIATHY/IACh.
Hcnyranace, HO oT iapa He oTpekJack. [a, Beiikko nan tebe BuaeHue, s 3Ha0. — OHa 3aKOHYMIIA
(ppasy ¢ KakoN-TO POIUTEIbCKA MATKOM MHTOHALIMEN U CHOBA OTBEPHYJIACh K TOPIIKY. — DTO BUJE-
HHE OTKPBUIO Jyist TeOst OKHO. Yepes Takue OKHa U BUAST Hac. $1 He XoTena, 9YToObl 3TO OKHO OTKPBI-
JIOCh UMEHHO cenvac. Ho MeHs He cnipaimBaii.

Kars npornoruia cyxor KoM, NOAKATUBILNM K TOPITY, CIIyLIasi 3Ty KEHILUHY.
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— DT0 BBl OCTaBJISIIA KPYKKH 1J1s1 MeHs1? OTBap B HUX ObUT MpeKpaceH, — rpousHecia Kars,
CJIOBHO yOeskzast ceOsi B TOM, YTO TOT, KTO TMPOSIBAJI O Hel 3a00Ty paHbllie, He CTAHET MPUYUHSATD
eil 31a.

— 4. Twt npocto mépzna. — ['Heaa cHOBa MoBesa JIOKKOU 1o Kpyry. — Jlom MEp3 BMecTe
¢ TOOOM, HO 51 HE yBepeHa, uTo JoM TeOsl momooui. S mpocro 3Ha, 4yTo OH TeOs BBIOpas. A 3TO
pas3HbIe BElllX. ...

— BuI 3HaM MOI0 MaTh? — pe3ko odopBaia e€ Kats, He kenas caymarh Takoe 0ObsSCHEHHE.

Jloxka B pykax ['Heapl Ha Mur 3amepra.

— 4 e€ 3Haw0... 51 3HAI0 OOMbINe BaMX, YeM Thl. M Ty, 4TO 3ak/oueHa B amyJsieTe, s TOXe
3Hal0. — ['HeJa TAXkeNno BBIIOXHYJIA U CHOBA IOMelIasa cBOE€ BapeBo. — Sl Bcex Bac nmoMmHIo. Beex
10 OHOM. §1 AepXy Bac B MaMsTH, Kak POAHYIO KpoBb. [ToToMy uTO GOJIbIIIe M Herfie — y MEeHsI HeT
HU MOTWJI, HU UMEH Ha KamHe. ToJbKO Mosl mamsTh, Toibko Mpa u Tel. — OHa He oOepHyJiach. —
[Toatomy s 1 Momdy. Momyate — 3TO €JUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE IO3BOJIEHO JIeNaTh IS TeX, KOro f
HE MMEIO MpaBa JIIOOUTH BCIIYX.

Ona B3fJ1a C MOJKMA MaJIEHbKUI XOJILOBBIA MEIIOYEK, MEPETSHYTHI BbILBETIIEN KPAacHON
HUTBIO, U CTaJla JIepKaTh ero B JafoHsX. KpacHas HUTH ObUla CTapoii, HO HE PBAHOM.

— ¢1 ne Gyny TeOs cracatb, — ckazana 'Hema. — ¢ He 3Hal0, criacy m gaxe cedsi. Ho ecim
THI 3TO MOTepsielb, Thl TIOTEpsielnb 1 ceOs. U Torga s yxe He cMory BMemarbcs. MHe mpocTo He
MO3BOJIAT.

— Yro 310?

— Bcé-taku cimikom paHo. CTyXKUHA TaKOTO BOIPoca He 3a/1aj1a Obl, ecyiv Obl Obljia roToBa K
TOMY, Ha YTO Tl cOOMpaelibest pemmuThest. — [Hena nocmorpena Kare B riaza.

BemarpuBasich B 311 ykacawoiuye Y€pHble 1J1a3a, Kare nmpuiuio BujeHue.

Omna okazayiach B IOJ[yMpake KOMHATBI CO CTApOy KOJIBIOENbIO, B KOTOPOH Jieskala MaTeHbKast
neBouka. [1e-To cKkpuItHyaa nosoBUIa, U KOIbIOEh KaYHYJ1acCh.

Ona y3Hasia 0OCTaHOBKY BOKPYT — 3TO ObliIa €€ KOMHATa, ¥ TEMJIOe OIyIIeHNe AeTCTBA Mpo-
IIJIO BOJIHOM MO Testy. B KonbiOenu oHa y3Hasa ceOsi U KeHIIMHY, CKJIOHUBIIYIOCS HAJl MJIAJICHLIEM.
10 ObUIa €€ MaThb, HO psiioM ¢ Hell Obuta ['Hema. OHa BBITIIsAEIA TOPA3I0 MOJIOKE, €€ BOJIOCH ObLIH
YEPHBIMU, HO KOCHI OBUTH TaK ke TYro cruieTeHbl. Ha e€ nmie orpaxkanack TpeBora.

I'Hena crosina moogaib OT KOJBIOENTH, Y CTOJa, Ha KOTOPOM ObLIIM Pa3jioKeHbl KpacHasi HUTh,
COJIb, TTIeYHAsI 30714, YKe TOped IBe CBEYU: OfIHa ObUIA KPacHOM, Jipyras 3e1éHoi. Ha TéMHOM JIbHS-
HOM TIOJIOTHE JIe’Kasl Y3KUI HOX C MAaTOBBIM Jie3BHeM. PyKosiTh ero Obuia 0OMOTaHa 3aCaJIeHHOH /10
Orecka 4EpHON HUTHIO, OyNTO e€ NepXkaiu dykue pyKu MHOro JieT moapsa. Jlessue He oTpaxaio
CBETa, a CJIOBHO BOMPAJIO €r0, OCTABJIssl Ha IOBEPXHOCTH TOJbKO MYTHYIO, HE)KUBYIO TEHb.

I'mena B3s1a HOXK. TlasbIlel JIEMTM HA PYKOSATH OOBIIEHHO U Jierko. E€ manbisl 3Hamm opmy
PYKOSITH HOKa HACTOJIBKO XOPOILO, YTO CJIOKUIIMCH B HYKHOU NOCJIEIOBATEILHOCTH €111 JI0 TPUKOC-
HOBeHUs ¢ Hell. OHa oOepHysach K Konbioenu. Mars Katu moutn He nBurajiach M He CBOAMJIA I71a3
¢ pyk I'nenpl.

I'Hena pasmotasia KpacHyio HUTh. [IoTOM TpHAIBpI OTMEpPHIIA €€ TI0 JIE3BHIO HOXa 1 o0pe3aa.

3areM OHa TOIHECIa HUTh K rybam.

— IMpuHKnMal, — THXO MpOIIENTaaa OHa, — ¥ OJIaroAapio 3a JoBepHe.

[TotoM OHa BBITSIHYJIA HUTh HAJ CTOJIOM M MEUIEHHO, M0 KPYry, OYepTHIa €0 MECTO Nepes
coboit. Kpyr n€r Ha nepeBo poBHO U jierko. HUTh He cBUHY/Iach HU Ha JIIOWM.

B Mmecre, 11e €€ KOHIIBI CXOMMIIMCH ObLT Pa3phiB He IMpe Bojioca. [Hema HAKJIOHWTIA Ha/l HUM
KpacHylo cBedy. Bock copBasicsi BHU3 U OONWII COeJMIHEHNE TaK, KaK 3arevyarhiBaloT He MUChMO, a
rpaHuIly, KOTOPYIO Hesb3s iepecTynuTh. W Torna ona 3amenrtana, Kats ycipiiana TomsKo 0OpbIBKH

dpa3:
— ...HEB3rOJI0M CTOPOHOM. .. IPUAET IMOKOM. . . 3aIIUTA. .. C TOOOIO. ..
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Hanbine ['Hena 3aropopuiia Ha si3bike, Kotoporo Kars He 3Hana. CioBa Ui HU3KO, TOPTaHHO,
OyITO UX MPOU3HOCUIIM HE TYOBI, a UTO-TO, XUBYIIee moj cepaieM. OHM He MOXOAWI HU Ha OJVH
SI3BIK KMBBIX. KaTsl He MOHMMaJa uX, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA KaK KaXJ0€ CIOBO OT3bIBAJIOCH B HEMl HEBBIHO-
CUMBIM YYBCTBOM XOJIOJa U )KMBOTHOTO CTpaxa.

[Tocne storo 'nena npokanasa erie TPH:KAbl HAKJIOHSUIA CBevy HaJl HUTho. Kamuia nagamu ¢
TUXUM IIUIIEHUEM, OCTaBJIsIsl TEMHBIN ClIe/l HA CTOJIEILIHUILIE, €I1Ie B TPEX MECTaX Ha KPacHOW HUTH.
I'mena menrana:

— C 3amazia Ha BOCTOK coluck. .. C ceBepa Ha 10r cKpenuch. .. CTOpOHBI CBETa BCTAHBTE IO
Mectam. YTO 3aJyMaHO — HE pa3BeeT BETPOM, HE pa3MOET BOJAOW, HE CTOPUT OTHEM, HE YKPOET
3eMJIEN.

[Torom I'Hea nmoBepHyJ1a rojIoBy K CTapoy, KAMEHHOM U ¢ TEMHBIMU [TPOXKUJIKAMHU CTYIIE, CTO-
siert Ha crone. OHa poBeJia 1o €€ KPalo JIQJOHbIO TaK, Kak IO )KMBOMY TeJly, U IIPOU3HECA!

— Ipax noma cero. 3oia, 4TO TPHCTA JIET XpaHUIa MaMsITh NpeakoB. He ocThiBIasi, He 3a0bl-
tast. Briarogapio oM, 9to cOeper Teods.

Ona ccplnasia 3011y B CTYILy, 3aT€M TY/Ia ke CChINaja coib. Melana MeQJIeHHO, IPOTUB COJIHIIA,
Y CTyIa OT3bIBAJIACH TIIYXUM, YTPOOHBIM rysioM. Coib U 30J1a HE PACCHINAINCh, & COSTUHSIIUCH TaK,
Kak Oy/ATO y3HaBaJM APYT JIpyra.

— CesepHble BOjIbI — CcOUAMTECh, — CHOBa 3amientana ['vega. — uts xpanute. [Tamsats
NpeaKoB — 3ajep:kuch. Cuil poia — BCTaHbTE 3a HEE.

3atem, JIepxa HOX B pyKkax, ['Hema moponuia K Koibioenu. Marh He mieBenbHY/ach. ['Hena
HAKJIOHWJIACh K CIISIIIEH JIeBOYKe, OepeKHO MPUIIONHSIIA MPsib €€ BOJIOC M JIe3BUE CKOJIB3HYJIO T10
HUM He 3ameTHO. OHa He cpe3asia, a OepekHO OTaeaIa Ipsib. Tak OTAEISIOT TO, YTO JOJKHO OBLIO
YUTH.

Omna BepHYyJach K CTOJTy U OIMYCTHJIa HOX Ha CTOJ, a TIPSIAb BOJIOC OEPEkKHO MOJNIOKMIA B LIEHTP
KpacHoro kpyra. [locie yero, akkypaTHO BBICHINAja U3 CTYIIbl OATOTOBJIEHHYIO CMECH 30JIbl M COJIH.
['Hea HaKJIOHWIIA HAJl HUMU TOPSIILYIO 3€JIEHYI0 CBeUY — BOCK IIIMIIEJ BCE CHIIBHEE C KaX/I01 Maja-
IOLLEH Karuien.

Marp Katu BHe3anHO nogHsiiack. OHa NooInuia K crony 0e3 npeaynpexaeHus, B3sia HOK 1
KOPOTKO yKoJ1oJia cBoM nasel. Karuisg kpoBu copBajiack BHU3 M ylaja Ha COJib, Ha 30J1y, Ha Mpsib
Karunbix BosOC.

3os1a u coJib Ha MrHOBeHue notemHenu. [1o kpyry npoiiuia eipa 3ameTHasi Apokb. Be€ ammnoch
CEKYH]ly Y pe3KO IPeKpaTusoCh.

UYepes MraoBenbe ['Heia Moya CKpyTuiia KpacHyIo HUTh CO CTOJIA, a 30J1y, COJIb M JIOKOH BOJIOC
CMeJia B MeIloYeK, KOTOPhI OBICTPO CBs3aJIa TOW ke KPACHOM HHTHIO, 3aKPENUB €€ KOHIIHI y3JI0M,
TPYKBl IEPEKMHYTHIM uepe3 OOJIBbIION masiel] ¢ JBOMHOM netiei. [locne 3Toro e€ masblpl cTaau
MOXOKUE Ha MITUYBH, HO IBUTAIUCH YMEJIO M OBICTPO. 3aTeM OHa CBsi3asla HUTh U 3arevaraia e€ 3eneé-
HBIM BOCKOM, MIOTYIINUB O HEE cBeuy. 3aKpbIB TO, YTO HE JIOJKHO OTKPBIBATHCS BIPEb.

Ona BiOXWJIa MeIIoYeK B pyKy Mambl Karu.

— T'otoBo, — cka3ana oHa meénoroM. — Ecim cyap0a 1mo3oBET, 3TOT oOeper cam HAUJET eé
PYKY... A A ycrbliy.

Marp He otBeTmiIa. OHa MOJOILIA K KOJIBIOEM 1 HA X0y B3siJla CO CTYJIa CBOM JHEBHUK, KOTO-
pbiii OBUT OTKPBHITHIM Ha YKMCTOW cTpaHuile. OHa He 3aMeTHIia, YTO OCTaBWIA HA HEM TEMHBIN Cliel
CBOE KPOBBIO.

B xomHare crano tuxo. ['Hena ucuesna.

U Torma mama 3anena Kate konmsioenpHyo. ['onoc y He€ ObUT HEXXHBIM M TUXHMM, a TIECHS ITPO-
CTOM, HO TakoM, OoT Kotopol y Katu cxaiock cepatie.

Bupenue o6opBaiocs.

— D10 TBOM 0beper, Terepb OH CHOBA ¢ TOOO, — Tporn3Hecia [ Hega THXo.
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I'ena Biokuna memouek Kare B 1a10Hb, CkaB €€ najblibl. E€ MpUKOCHOBEHUE OKA3a10Ch TEN-
JIbIM, a [J1a3a TepecTaiu MmyraTb.

I'ema cHoBa mocMmoTpera Ha He€. B3t Obi1 qoirumM, 6e3 eMHOTO ABUKEHUS BeK. BuneHuii
Oobilie He ObUTO, HO Ha JTHE e€ 4y€pHBIX T1a3 Karsa Bapyr yBuena 1o, 4eMy He Halllla Ha3BaHusl. JTO
OBbLT HEe THEB, HE yrpo3a, a YTO-TO MOXOXKee Ha 3aMEP3IIYI0 JTI0OOBb, KOTOpasi, epecTaB TOpeTh Kak
MIPEXe, BCE ke MPOIOIKAET IPETh.

— Tw Bunena, — npousHecaa ['Hena TvMx0. — 3HAYUT, THl U MOEW KPOBU. XOTh 51 HE CMeI0
Ha3BaTh TeOs 110 UMEHHU.

Ona oTBepHy/Iach K croimy. M Korga 3aroBopujiia CHOBQ, TOJIOC ObLT MPEKHUM — CYXHM U
MYCTBIM, Oy/ITO 1 He OBbLJIO 3THX CJIOB.

— Tebe nopa untu. Mprna 1eds KaET. . .

— Ho kyna? — obopsana e¢ Kars.

I'Hena enBa yapIOHYIACh, TSI B CBOW TJIMHSHBINA TOPIIIOK.

— Tawm, non nectHuIel, Bcerga Obia aBepb. Thl e€ Tak U He 3amerwna. Jla u Anekceid... —
OHnHa B3/I0XHYJIa U TIPOIOKMIA: — BoskoB kAET TeOs y kosoma. — OHa CHOBa cjienaja mnaysy,
Mpesk/ie YeM MPOAOJIKUTH, CJIOBHO OOMYMbIBAsI KakI0€ TOCIEeAYIoIee CJIOBO JIBAXIBI, TIPEXKIC YeM
ckazarb. — Ho ThI He orisiibIBaiics Ha JI0M, Korjia Bbiijielb. EMy 3TO MOXET He MOHPABUThLCS.

Kars nocrosinia eme HecKOJIbKO CeKyH/I, TPUKUMasi MEIIOYeK K Ipy/au, TOTOM BbIIILIA.

JIBephb 3a Hell 3aKpbLIach cama U Tak TUXO, OY/ITO KTO-TO OUeHb CTapasics He IaTh ei YCIbIIIATh
TO, YTO OCTAETCS BHYTPH.

CreBa OT JIeCTHHUIIBI JEWCTBUTENILHO ObLIa emé ofgHa aBepb. KaTs 3aMedana e€ u paHblie, HO
Bcer/ia MpruHUMaia 3a ay/iaH. CIUIIKOM HIU3KOW OHa ObLIa, 1, YTOOBI TPOUTH Yepe3 He€, HyKHO ObLIO
MIPUTHYThCSI.

JIBepb OKa3anach MPUOTKPHITA, U3Tydasi OJNeTHBIN THEBHOM CBET.

Kars Bomia yBepeHHO, eBa He 3aJIeB T'OJIOBOM MIPUTOJIOKY.

BHyTpu okazasiack HeOOJbINAss KOMHATa C HU3KUM TOTOJIKOM U JIJTAHHBIM JIEPEBSIHHBIM CTO-
nom. KomHaTa Obl1a OcBellieHa JHEBHBIM CBETOM M3 OKHA, OKOJIO KOToporo cujiena ViprHa, MmoioxuB
niepes; cOOOM MOXKENTEBIINI CTAPhIA JIUCT KAKOM-TO CXEMbI WM KapThl, UICKYCHO HaUe€PYEHHOH Ubeii-
TO PYKOH.

— To1 Bugena 'weny? — cnpocuna Mpuna.

— Ja.

— Xoporio. 3HauuT, nopa.

— BepHo, st 6omblrie He X0uy K aTh. Thl BUuepa obelnana OTBETUTh MHE M paccKa3aTh 000 BCEM.

Wpuna nopHsiia 11a3a, B KOTOPHIX He ObUIO HU pa3apaxkeHus1, HU YCTaIocTH. TObKO XOJIoIHOE,
CIIOKOMHOE MPUHSTHE.

— Ilog momMoM ecTh TallHUK, MOXeIlTb Ha3blBaTh TO MoA3eMenbeM. [l MeHs e 3TO CKopee
TiopbMa. U s1 6010ch ero. — IIpousHecia oHa ¢ TPeBOroil B rosoce, HO OBICTPO coOpaach v MPOAOI-
xwua: — TBost MaTh ciryckanach Tyaa. Ho Obl1a TaM TOJBKO OUH pa3. DTOro 0Ka3aaoch JOCTATOUHO
TSI TOTO, YTOOBI s TiepecTaja y3HaBaTh CBOIO JJOYb.

— To1 k€, — Tuxo ckazana Karsa. — OHa cnyckanack MHOTO pa3. $1 Bujena 3anucu B e€
JTHEBHUKE.

Npuna cxana ryosl. Ha cekyHIy e€ JHIIo CTaslo MO-HACTOSIIEMY CTapbiM, HO HE OT BO3pacTa,
a OT JIKH, KOTOPYIO OHA Jiepikajia B cede.

— Xoporo, — ckazajia oHa HakoHell. — OHa cryckanack He pa3. Ho Tot, nmocieqnuii pas. ..
MOCTIeTHUI pa3 OTTyla BepHYJach yxxe He oHa. M Thl Teneppb xouenib Tyga uartu? Ho s He cmory
BBITAIIUTH TeOs1 orTyaa. Tonbko oH. — Mpuna moansiia masza. — Tombko Bonko. Tonbko Tebe
MPUHUMATH PellIeHUe UATH JIU C HUM.

Omna cBepHyna Kapty u npotsinyna e€ Kare.

Kars B3sma kapry. BHyTpu BCE nposkaiio, HO OHa He cCoOMpasiach OTCTYTIATh.
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— [a, b1 HORAENIH HE Of1Ha, — npoaoskwia Mpuna. — Asiekceil 3Haet nopory. OH crycKascs
Tyga He pa3. OH ke uier cBoero 6para Muiry. M oH Tonbko Tak cunrtaer. — VpuHa ycMexHy-
Jach Kpaem pra. — Ho TOT, KOTo Thl TaM BCTPETHIIIb, Beeraa kaai Teds. 1 TonbKo ThI MOKEIIb BCE
W3MEHUTb.

— 3Hauur, 5 nouy, — ckaszaja oHa. — Cerogssi.

— 3Hai, — oreeTwia MprHa. — BonkoB k€T, HO Beiikko Oyaer psiioM, Besib 1 HE MOTYy.

Kats mMonua noBepHysach M BbIILIA, CKUMAsi B pyKe MOKeITeBIIMI JUcT. OHa HaloJHWIACh
petmMocTbio. OHa Oostbllle He skenaia ciaymarh MpuHy, KoTopas Tak M He OTBETWJIa Ha Bce e
BOIPOCHI, HO CKa3aJia I0CTaTOYHO.

Ona ocTaHOBMJIACH Y JIECTHULBI. [1asblibl Cokaiy JHEBHUK U BO3HUKJIO HEYMOJIMMOE JKeJIaHUe
packpbITh ero. Ctpanuipl ObuTH TEMIBIMUA. OHA JIHMCTaNa MEJJICHHO, He OCO3HaBasl, YTO MIIET, MOKa
HE HATKHYJIACh HA HEE.

70 ObUIA CTPAHUIIA C TEMHBIM, HEPOBHBIM CJIEIOM 3aCOXIIIEH KPOBH.

Crapas 3acoxiiast Karuisi ¢ ppanbiM Kpaem. Ona Oblia 31ech Beeraa, Ho Kars yBuzena e€ Bnep-
Bble. OHa 3HaJsa, KaK OCTaJICS 3TOT CJIe.

Tenepb 3T0 He OBUIO MPOCTO BUACHKEM.
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I'masa 10. MeTka.

Kars noponuia k kosnomty, rae e€ xaaim Bonkos u Belkko.

TuinmHa crosla Mexay HUMU HaTsAHYTas, Kak CTpyHa Iepeq pa3pbiBoM. BeHuk ccyrtymuics u
3actbul. [Iponasa ero mpuBEIYKaA Mepedupars NajbliaMy, ponana u ero dontoBHs. Yeuaes Kario,
OH IIPOCTO OTBEJ B3IVIAL,.

Anekcent cMoTpen B TeMHOTY Kostoana. Ha Katio oH He B3IISHYJI, HO CKYJIBI XOAMJIM XOLYHOM,
3yObl ObLJIM CTUCHYTHI TaK, YTO UX ObUIO CIBIIIHO. B OnHOI pyke OH Aepxkan (paken, B Apyrol —
KOPOTKHH JIOM 4€pe3 ILIEYO.

Omna monmya Bctana psAgoM. OH BCE MOHSI IO €€ MOTYaHUIO.

— 3Haeb, 4TO TaM BHU3Y? — HE VI Ha HEE, CIIPOCUIT OH.

— Ortkyna? 4 uny 3a To00# Benenyio.

OH He cTaj oTBeyYaTh cpasy, a 0oaymal e€ cioBa.

— 4 cyckasies Tyaa mectb pa3. — ['o010c y Hero Obl1 pOBHBIN, U OT 3TOW POBHOCTH CTAaHOBU-
J0ck Xyke. — OHO HU pa3y He 3ar0OBOPUJIO cO MHOU. CMOTpEJIO 1 MOJTYaJIO.

OH NOBEPHYJI K HEH TOJIOBY.

— 41 He 3Hal0 OYeMy, HO ¢ TOOOI OH 3aroBopHT. U 51 HE X0uy 3HATH.

Kars 3arnsanyna B konogeu. Buu3y, riy0oko, cTosiia Y€pHasi, Helo/IBUKHas, poBHas Boja. OHa
He OoTpaxasia HU HeOa, HU e€ JiMua, H1 Kpas cpyoa. Tonbko Katd xotena cipocuts 00 3TOM AJnlekces,
KaK TOT KOPOTKO KUBHYJI BeHKKo.

3areM OH CHSJI C ILIEU IIYHIWT, CKaJl €0 B KyJIAKe U MPOBEN KOCTALIKAMU IO Kpalo KOJIOALA
— OT ozrHOrO G0Ka cpyda K Apyromy. CHer Ha KaMHe He pacTasil, a MPOCTO BXKAJICS B HETO.

IToTom OH BBIHYJ M3-3a M0sica HOX. PyKosATh ero Obl1a U3 TEMHOIO KaMHs, a JIe3BUe MaTOBOE,
C eBa 3aMETHBIMM ITPOXWIKaMU. JTOT HOX Kard Buzena Bnepsble.

OH pe3aHy ce0s 1O JIaJI0HH | JIaJl KPOBU COOPAThCS. 3aTeM CKal JTaJloHb B KyJaK ¥ O3BOJIUIT
HECKOJIbKUM KaIuISIM YIacTb B TEMHOTY.

— Kawmenp k KaMHI0O, — THXO cKa3al oH. — KpoBb Kk KpoBH... Bonkos nmpumeén... He kak
IOCTb, HO KaK CBIH.

OH nepexBarui €€ 3amAcCTbe.

— Teneps TBOA.

Karts ne BeipBasiace. Mosrya noBTOprIia 3a HUM. XBaTUJIO JIMILIL KOPOTKOIO KacaHus JIE3BUS —
U KaIlIs cOpBajach BHU3. AJIEKceH BCE eIlE Jepikall €€ pyKy, HO CMOTPEN B KOJIOAEL, CIIOBHO OXHIas
HYKHBII MOMEHT.

— CryxuHa npunuia co MHoU. [IBa pona... OgHa gopora.

Cama He MOHMMasi, OTKY/a MPHIIUIO 3TO 3HAHUE WIIH KeJlaHWe yJacTBoBaTh, Kats mobGaBumia:

— W 4 cama pemaro, 3auem umy.

On nosepHyi ro10By. CEKyHIHOE yIMBJIEHUE MEJIBKHYJIO B €0 IJIa3ax.

— Xopo110, — TOJIBKO U CKa3aJl OH.

Ona BeITEpIIa KPOBb O THEBHUK MaTepy He M. [1anbipl caMy OTKpBUIM CTPAHULLY — Ty, TIE
B BUJICHUM OCTAJICSA CJIE]l MATEPUHCKOU KpoBU. IIoBEpX HEro JIEr HOBBIM KPOBABbIN CIIEN — €€ CIIEN.

Aunekceil moBepHyJcs K Benkko.

Tor He nBuUrancs, a JMIlb HE MUIrast CMOTpeJI B Kosofell. JIMIo ero B cepoM CBETE CHENanoch
M0-HEYeJIOBEYEeCKHU OCTPBIM: CKYJIBI BHICTYIHMIIM, KOJKa HATSHYJIACh, TEHU TIOJ [71a3aMU YIIUTU BIJTyOb.
OH OTKpBUI POT He IS CIIOB, a Ui BIoxa. VI3 ropna BbIpBaJiCs JOITUI TOHKUI 3BYK, OyATO BO3IyX
rycTesl HaJl HUM.

YepHas m1aap BHA3Y APOTHYJIA.

61



A. CepebOpsikoBa. «CeBepHasi KpOBb»

OnHa He 3aKoJIbIXajiach, He TOILIA KpyraMmH, a Hadyala MeIeHHO M Oe33ByYHO OITyCKaThCs,
CJIOBHO €€ BNUTHIBAIM KaMHU. Katsi HaOmoana 3a TeM, Kak YXOOUT BOJIA, OTKPBIBAsk MOKPBIE CTEHBI.
ITo kamMHIO cTekanu Tskenple Kar. OHY Najajii BHU3 U MCYE3aIM B TEMHOTE.

Ha crenax xonoauia u3-1mof BOIB! MPOCTYNUIN YEPHBIE, prkaBble CKOObI — ofiHa 3a aApyroi. C
HUX elI€ CTeKao.

AJiekceil arHyJ rnepBbIM.

— 3a MHOU, — CKa3aJI OH.

Kars B3sinack 3a nepByto ckoOy. MeTasut ObU1 JIEISTHBIM, HO OCTaBIIMECS KaIlIU BOJIbI OOKUTasIH
MaJIBITBI CJIOBHO KUTIATOK. OHa He oTnépHysa pyKy. Tonbko cxkasa 3yObl v 1ojie3sia BHU3.

C Kasx/IpIM I1aroM Bo31yx MeHsiics. CHauasia oH ObUT 3MMHHMM U KOJIIOYKM, C TIPUBKYCOM CHETa
Ha ry0ax. [Torom cTaHOBHICS BCE GoJIee BIaXKHBIM U rycThIM. [10TOM MOSIBUIICS STOT TJICHHBIH 3amax.
3BYKH CBEpXY raciid O[MH 32 IpyruM. He cTasio CIbIIIHO HU BEeTpa, HU JalEKOoro Jyiasi codak. Tombko
UX AbIXaHWE U MEPHO MaJIaloNye Karuly.

Cryck 3aKOHUYMJICS] HA KAMEHHOM YCTYTIe, OTKPBIB Tiepe]] HUMU HU3KUI OOKOBOH XO[1.

Anexceil 3aker paxes. [ams BBIXBaTUIIO U3 TEMHOTBI CBOAYATHIN MTOTOJIOK M YXOAUBILUI BIIE-
pén tyHHenb. OH MOTHEC OrOHb K CTEHEe, W MO BCeH JUIMHE MPOXOja HAYald 3aroparbCsi BOUTHIC B
KameHb pakesnbl. VX 66010 MHOTO. OHM YXOIMIIM BITyOb, KaK JJOPOra U3 IPOXKAIero CBeTa.

— Jlepxuch 32 MHOM, — CKa3asl AJIeKCEeu.

W ona nomuna 3a HAM.

Tynnens BEN BrlyOb. Bo3myx caemnascs TEMIbIM, ToUTH AyIHbBIM. CTEHbI 371eCh ObLITA CYXUMHU.
B HuX nosiBIsUIMCH HUIIM, TEMHBIE MPOXO/IbI, CTYNEHH, YXOAUBIIKE BHU3. AJIEKCell MET MUMO, He
cOapsis iara.

VY camoii 3eM, HA KAMEHHOM BBICTYTIe, cufe Oesblii MOThIIEK. KaTs 3ameTniia ero Kkpaem
r1a3a. OCTaHOBMIIACh.

Mortsuiek He ynetan. Ceer He myrai ero. Karsa nporsHyna nanen. MoTbUIEK cell Ha JIaJIOHb,
JIETKUH, KaK TIerell.

Ha cexyHay B ero Kpbuibsix nouyauiocs Jimio. OHa cxana najblibl. MOTBUIEK pacchlnalics.

— UYro tam? — cnipocunt AJniekcel, He 000paYNBASIC.

— Hwnuero, — orBetnna Karsg. — Iokazaiocs.

Ona joruana ero.

Cnesa uto-To OsecHysn0. Katsi moBepHyJa rojioBy. 3a y3KMM MPOEMOM OTKPBLIOCH TIOI3EMHOE
o3epo. Boia kazanack 4€pHOM U IIAKOM, KaK CTEKJIO.

— He cmotpu Tynma, — Opocuin Aniekcent.

Omna oTBena B3MJIAL.

[Tpuxumasich K CTeHe, OHM LIUIA M0 KaMeHHOMY BbICTyMy. CIycTsi HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl 03epo
OCTaJIOCh MO33/IH.

Kopunop cran pacmmpstbcs. AJIeKcel MIENT YBEPEHHO BIEPEN, MUHYsS IMPOXObl B TYHHEJIE,
CBOpauMBasi B HyXHbIE CTOPOHBI JJAOUPUHTA, TIpe/cTaBiiero nepeq HuMu. OH 3HaJ, Kyaa uaTH, 0e3
KapThl.

Onu U 1ocTaTtovyHo Joiaro. Kats npuBbikia K ero Tskenomy apixaHuio. [IoBopoTsl cMeH s
Apyr Jipyra, HO BAPYI OHM OKa3aJUCh B OTPOMHOM KaMEHHOM 3ajie, MOXOAMBIIEM Ha airapb. Ilo
HEHTpy ObLIa MycTas KaMEeHHAas! HUINA, HaJl KOTOPOW BO3BHIIIAIACH APEBHSS (hpecKa.

OHna 3aHUMaJIa BCIo cTeHy. [IBa ipeBa, CIUIETEHHBIX KOPHSIMU: OJIHO CBETJIOE, JPYyroe — YEpHOe
1 cyxoe. Mexay Humu Obita purypa 6e3 ymma. CkBo3b € majiblibl OblIa TYTO HATSHYTa KpacHasi
HUTh. B HUTH NpofieT KaMeHHbII amyseT. HUTh BOT-BOT JIOMHET.

Anekceil MoTyal.

— $1 myman, 3TO MCTOpHUS TOTO, KTO AEP/KUT, — CKa3ajl OH HakoHel. — Tenepb He 3Halo, KTO
IUIEHHUK Ha CaMOM JIeJie.
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Kata nomonuia 6mke. Huth gepkasia o0a JiepeBa: CBeTIoe TAHYIO €€ BBepX, a YEpHOE —
BHU3. Purypa yenoBeka ObUIa CJIOBHO TOUKOW Pa3pbiBa STOM HUTH, PACTIONOKHBIIEH aMyJIeT POBHO
IO LIEHTPY.

Kars Brisinenach B mycToTy, Ijie JOJKHO OBbLIO OBITh JIUIIO.

Tam 3usAna MycTOTa, yKpAalleHHas JUWIIb JABYMSI KPYIHBIMH Ma3KaMH O€JIbIX KpBUIbEB
MOTBUIbKA, MPU3PAK KOTOPOTO MTHOBEHME Ha3aj pacChaics y He€ B Maibllax, HO Terepb O0OpEm
HOBYI0, TIyTaloiyio gopmy.

Kars mammHansHO niepeBesia B3IUIs/1 Ha CBOIO J1aIoHb. [leruia He 6pu10. Ho KoXka erné moMHmia
IIPUKOCHOBEHUE.

— 9r0 He [lagmuil, — cka3zana OHa CEBLIMM IoJI0COM. — ITO y3HMLA amyJeTa. OHa AepKUT
uX 00OMX.

AJnexceil TO4yBCTBOBAJI PE€3KHil PhIBOK: LIYHTUT Ha €T0 IrpyAu JEPHYJICS, CIOBHO €T0 MOTSAHYIN
Ha cebs1. Ha (pecke oxuna KpacHasi HUTh — OHa HaTsIHYJIACh MEX1y APeBaMu, CJIOBHO CTPYHA, U3/]aB
0e33BYUHbII, TPEBOKXHBIN Ty, OTPA3UBILIHUICS B KAMHE aMyJieTa.

Tawm, rie 0OpBIBaJICS CIION KPack, B ITyOUHE KMBOU U TATYYEH ThbMBbI TPOOYANUIOCH HEUTO, UbE
©e3MOJIBHE W HETIOIBUKHOCTD JUTAJIUCH TIETYI0 BEYHOCTb.

Anekceii Bcrai niepen Kareit.

— He gBurarics.

B HenporisaaHON ThMe BCHBIXHY/IM J1BA MEPTBEHHO-KENTHIX IJ1a3a, HAOMHUBIINE OJTy:KAat0-
e OOJIOTHBIE OTHU. A CJIEIOM pa3[aJicsl TOJIOC — He KUBOW, a MyTaloIHiA, TOXOXKHUI Ha CKPEKEeT
TPYLUMXCS IPYT O Apyra BaJIyHOB WM TPECK JIbJA, YXOASAIIETO MOJ] BOAY.

— Thl... TOXE. .. XOYelllb. .. TUIINHBL.

Kars nepecrasa nplmars.

Omna xoTesa Bo3pa3uTh, HO CJIOBA YMEpPJIH, He YCIieB copBathes ¢ ry0. Tsakénoe oco3HaHKe: OH
He OOBMHSUT €€, OH JIMIIh O3BYUMJI €€ COOCTBEHHBIN BHYTPeHHHUI KotMap. OH MpOCTO BHITAIII Ha
CBET TO, YTO OHA TaK CTapaTeJIbHO XOPOHWIIA B ceOe BCE T TOfIbl.

— ThI ycTana, — MeJIEHHO U ONbSHAIOIE TPOM3HEC OH.

Cosznanue Karu Hauano MeJIeHHO pacrion3aThesl.

['panniia Mexay e€ MBICTISIMU U STHM IIENOTOM CTEPIIAch: OHAa HEe MOIJIa pa3o0parh, 3BYUHT JIN
3TOT TOJIOC B THILIMHE, WM OH TOJIBKO YTO CMEIIAJICS C €€ MBICTSIMH, 3a0paB CIOCOOHOCTDb y3HABATh
COOCTBEHHOE «51».

— Ycrana.

Kaxmoe yTpo nmpochimaThesi epBoy, 4TOOBI HUKTO He YBUeN uia. /Kaarh, Koraa npuayT 3a
T00O0i. [lepkaTh CITUHY NIPSMO, KOT/Ia XOUeTCs CIOKUThCS TornojaM. beite CTyKUHON — 32 MaTh, 32
6a0Ky, 3a TeX, KOro oHa Jlake He 3HaJia.

— 3pgech THX0. 30eCh HAUKTO HEe HA30BET TeOsI IT0 MMEHU. 310eCh HUUEro He XOTAT oT Teds. Hu
kpoBu. Hu noporu. Hu BeiGOpa.

Ona He noHMMaJa, I71e €€ MBICIH, a e ero rojoc. OH He yroBapuaall, a IPOCTO JOrOBapUBaJ
3a He€. JloroBapuBaJl TO, UTO OHA Aymasa BCeraa, HO He cMesia cKa3arh cede MpH CBeTe JHS.

— OT1IoxHU.

Eé€ Hora crosiia Haj Kpaem.

Brpyr MOTBLIEK 0311, 00pEN (hopMy U BCIIOPXHYJI € Jviia purypsl. KaTst HEBOJIBHO MOTSAHYIACH
3a HUM M cenana mar. [anplpl TAHYIMCH K HEMY, HO Tak U He KOocHyJuch. Hora marnyna Bnepén u
MPOBAJIAJIACH B IYCTOTY KAMEHHOT'O BBICTYIA, CKPbIBABLIETOCSI B TEMHOTE.

Anekceil MeTHYJICA, moMal e€ 3a pyky. Ho B Ty e cekyHmy oHa oOMsik1a. [J1a3a 3akaTmiich,
TeJio oTskeneno. OH yaep:xan e€, He 1aj yAapuThcs 0 KaMeHb. [loTom omycTuit Ha nos.

— Kara! — no3san on. — Kars!

Omna He oTBeTUIIA.

AJekceil He 3HaJI, 4TO e€ yke He ObUIO 31eCh.
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E€ co3nanue BbIpBAIO U3 3aja U 3aTSAHYJIO BHYTPh (ppecku, Kak MaruutoM. CoBHO (hpecka
KakIaja 3aMeHbl YTPAuYeHHBIM KPBUIbSIM MOTBUTBKA.

Kats crosina B kpyriioi, KaMeHHON KoMHaTte 0e3 CBeTa, B KOTOPOU ObUIO TSKENO JBIIIATb.

CreHbl ObUTM TETUIBIMU, OT HUX IIJIO HE JKapKoe, a )KHUBOE JbiXxaHue. JKENThie OTHU TOPEsH 110
Kpyry, Ha ypoBHe 1a3. OHU HE MUTAIH.

— ThI 30€Ch, — MPOUBHEC TOJIOC.

On weén He cHapyxu. OH NOJHUMAJICS U3 HEE caMoW — M3-TI0JL Cepla, U3 KOCTel, U3 TON
MYCTOTHI, KOTOPYIO OHA TaK JIOJTO HOCHUJIA.

— 1 xnman Teds.

Karg cnenana mar. Eme onus.

Ona ne xorena. Ho Horu neciu e€ Brepén. [lon ObUT MIagKUM U TETIBIM, @ BO3LYX TYCTBIM.
Ona He yyBcTBOBasa cTpaxa. bblia TOMBKO TUIIMHA.

— 3pech HUUero He XoTaT ot Tebs1. Hu kposu. Hu noporu. Hu BeiGopa.

Ona czenana emg mar.

— Ocranbcs.

Tonoc 3aBopaxuBa U Mmyrai oqHOBpeMeHHO. OHa XoTesa OTBETUTb, HO He cMoriia. OHa JUIu-
JIach rosoca.

B kapmane BCHIBIXHYJI kap.

D10 OBUI TOT CaMblii MemoveK. JIeTcKuii amyser, OTIaHHbIA edl ['HeqoM, 3amoibixain u CTaj
OUTBCS, CIIOBHO JKUBOE CEpIIIe.

Ona yioctana u cxana ero. OH CTajl pacchllaThCsl B JIAJIOHU, TIOKPbIBast €€ pyKy YEpHOM 305101,
a MOTOM COJIbI0, KOTOpasi CTasla pa3besiaTh PaHy.

Bonb 0T mopesa Ha J1a/IOHU B30PBAJIaCh U TYT K€ BCIBIXHYJA OTHEM.

— Eme pano, — pe3sko 3atperan rooc. — Thl em€ He oTgana. OHO MoKa TBOE.

Mup pBaHycs BBEPX.

Kars nagana ckBo3b cepblil CyMpak, CKBO3b JKENThIE OTHU, CKBO3b COOCTBEHHBIH KPUK, U yja-
pUIIach 0 COOCTBEHHOE TEJIO.

Omna oTKpbLIa I71a3a.

Han wneii Obita kameHHast ppecka, Ha Jmie (pUrypbl KOTOPOW BHOBb ObUIM Oesible KPbLIbs
MOTBUTbKA. 3aTeM OHa yBHjiena OJeHOe, 3710€, UCIyTaHHOE JIMIIO AJIeKces.

— Kara! — OH Tpsc e€ 3a muieun. — Tol cabiuumb MeHs?

Ona apimana. [Taielsl BIENWINCH B €ro pyOarrky, mpoBepsist, HACTOSIIAINA JIX OH.

— Tebs He ObUTO 3/1eCh, — BBIIOXHYJI OH. — ThI Jake He JpIIaia.

Omna oOnm3HYyI1a TyOBI.

— OH xoreJ, 4ToOH s octanack. Ho s BeITanuia ceOsi paHblIIie.

Ha nuiie Anekcest cMemanoch oOnerdeHre v nepBoObITHHIN yxac. OH cMOTpesn Ha He€ Tak,
CJIOBHO OHa TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJIACh U3 MUPa MEPTBBIX.

Adnekceil iepxai e€ 3a IyIeur, HO 3aTeM MPHXa K ceOe, MPUCITYIUBASACh K €€ TBIXaHHIO0, KaK
K YeMY-TO, YTO MOIJIO HCUYE3HYTh B JTIOOYIO CEKyH/LY.

N3-3a dpecku noHEccs TUXUN yTpoOHBIN BbIIOX. OH He JiepXkal e€ CHIION, He TAHYT 00paTHO
B TEHb.

Emy 3710 OBUIO HE HYXHO.

OH 3Han 10, yero eni€ He monuMasa Karsi: oHa BepHETCS K HEMY cama.

— Vxonum, — Anekceit nogHs e€ ¢ kamHs. — Celtvac xe. He ornaapiBaiics.

Kars nomwna 3a HuM ObIcTpbIM m1arom. CITUIIIKOM OBICTPBIM, CIIOBHO He JaBas ce0e IaHca CHOBa
MOBEPHYTh Ha3a]l.

Onu nponum TaOUPUHT Tak ObICTPO, uTo Karsl HU Ha uTO He oOparmia BHUMaHus. Ho, npak-
THUYECKH TOOPABILKCH /IO BHIXOJA, K TOMY CBETY, UTO IPOOMBAJICS U3 Ka3aBILErocs: KPOIIEYHbIM OKHA
KOJIOIIA, Y CaMOH 3eMJIM Ha CTeHe OHa 3aMeTuIIa rpy0o BblllaparaHHoe CJIOBO: «[TOMHI0».
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BykBbI ObUIM CTApBIMU, HA KAMHE Ocelia JpeBH:s IbUTh. KaTs He 0cTaHOBMIIACh, TOJIBKO XOJIOIOK
npoOeskasl Mex/1y JIONATOK, U OHa ToiMana ceOst Ha MbIciu: «OH HUYero He CHpariuBal, a MpocTo
y3HaJ e€».

OHM MOAONUTM K CTEHAM KOJIO/IIA U CTad KapaOKaThCsl BBEpX. TSIKENBIA KaMeHb 3aXJIOMHYT
BXO[] B TOHHEJIb, €10 IPOXOT YAAPUJI MO YILIaM.

Onm kapaOkamch BBepX. Boma BHU3Y CTpeMHTENILHO MpUObIBaia. Y caMoro Kpas AJiekcen
cxBaru Katio 3a pyKy U BHITSHYJ HaBepX, CJIOBHO BBIPBIBAsi N3 OE3/IHBI.

JIHeBHOM cBeT pe3a 171a3a, u Kare craso Ka3arbcs, 4TO OHa OCTaBMJIA YacTh ceOsl B TOM MOJI-
3eMelbe.

— Ypu 310 ObUTH 1a3a? — mporrenTana Kars.

AJiekceil OTBETUJT He cpasy.

— He 3Hat0, — ckazan oH HakoHell, 1 Kats BnepBble NOHsLIa, YTO OH FOBOPUT NpaBay. — OH
MoJT4ai Beeraa. S aymai, 4To 3Halo, YTO WM KTO TaM cUIuT. CerogHsi OH 3aroBOpUI — U s MOHSL,
YTO HE 3HAI0 HUYETO.

OH nocMoTpest Ha Hee.

— 3Halo TOJIBKO OHO: Thl CaMa HE CMOXEIIlb OCTAHOBUTBCS.

Karts pe3ko nouyyBcTBOBasa, Kak JIaJJOHb CHOBA MoJjibixaeT. OHa pa3xaa najiblibl, U €€ B3I
3actbi1. OHa yBUZENA OCTATKU YEPHOM CaXu C COJbI0, 0O0XKIKEHHYIO paHy, KOTOopash MpeBpaTHiIach
B TOHKYIO QJIyI0 HUTh IIpamMa. ITo ObLT )KUBOM, MyJbCUPYIOIINI, CIOBHO TOHKAs JKHJIA TIOJ] KOKEH,
ripam. CJIOBHO HUTH C TOM ke (hpecKu.

Kars BckpukHyna. Anekceil nepexBaTiil €€ 3arsicTbe, pa3BepHY.I J1a0Hb. JIUIO ero 3acTbulo.

— OH nomeTtun Tedsl.

— 9710 HUTh. OHa y MeHs o7 Koxkel. S e€ uyBCTBYyIO.

— 3Harwo.

OH He youpait pyky. [TaibIpl ero cierka Jqpoxai.

3arem AJiekcell CHsUI C IIer IITYHTUTOBbI KaMeHb U BJIOKWJI € B JIaJIOHb.

— Hepxwu. Ecm nodyBeTBYyellb, YTO HAYMHACIIH CyImarh Ero ronoc, — pa3oeit 3ToT KaMeHb
BapeOe3ru. Pa3bei, 4ToObI s 3HAT, 4TO TeOsl OOJIbIIE HET. DTO eAMHCTBEHHBIH CITOCOO, KOTOPHIM S
CMOTY TeOs1 BBITAIIUTb.

Kars cxxana T€mislii KaMeHb.

— A ecnu He ycrieo pa3ouTh?

AJnekceil Mo4as JOIro.

— Torpa s cunoii, 3ydamu BbITaly TeOsi XOTh U3-TIOX 3eMJIM. MHe BCE paBHO, UTO MHE IS
3TOrO MOHAIOOUTCS U CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH 3TO 3aiMET. — OH CcKa3aj 3T0 CKBO3b 3yObl, ¥ TOJIOC Y HETO
aporHya. — Tbl IoHs1a MeHs?

Kars cmotpena Ha Hero. OH ObUT IEPBBIM, KTO HE OTCTYIIHIL.

— Ilonsna.

OH oTmycTHI €€ 3arsCcThe U OTBEPHYJICS — YTOOBI OHa He BUJIEJa ero JIUIA.

— Uném. Tebe mopa B 10M, a MHE HYKHO YCIIETb /IO TIOTHON TEMHOTHI.

Beiikko x1a1 uX B CTOPOHE y KOJIOA.

VYBunes Katio, OH KOPOTKO KMBHYJI, U TOJILKO OHa OTBEJIa B3MJIs]L, KaK TOT UCYE3.

Karst HekoTopoe BpeMsi ocTosiia, BCMaTpuBasich 3a ropu3oHT. OHa 3HauA, YTO TaM, Te 00J10Ta,
B CEpeIOIIEM BO3/AyXE, YKE 3aropajicsi OIMHOKUI KENThII OroHEK. Teneps OHa 3Hazia, YbM 3TO IJ1a3a.

3a KaJIUTKOU MOYTH OECITYMHO TPOINEN BCATHUK. Ero KOHb TOpIETMBO BCXPAIHYJI, CJIOBHO
nporasics ¢ Kareit. Cuimyat Bo
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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