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IIpoJior

... Beauxuti, moeyuuii! Pycckuii s3eix! /la, nomodcem 6 HANUCAHUU UCNO8eOU BMOONEHHDIX,
npesicoe écezo 6 Pyco! Hzopannuwix! /la, omkpoemcs 60pye kaaumka ux oyut. B naemenuu 11066u pas-
BSICYMCSL Y3ENKU. ..

B nymHoii atMocepe KOHCTaHTHHOMOJIBCKOW TaBEPHBI, Il BO3AYX ObUI T'YCTBIM OT 3araxa
IEMIEBOTO AJIKOTOJISI ¥ JIIOACKOTO MOTa, pa3BOPAUYMBAJIach Urpa, YbM CTaBKU OBUTH KyJia BBIIIE OOBIY-
HBIX MOHET — Ha KOHY CTOsuIa cy/ap0a 11e1oi uMrnepry. B 1ieHTpe 3Toro BUXpsi COOBITHI OKa3anach
30cs, JKEeHILMHA ¢ LIMPKOBBIM IPOILIBIM, Ubst OMOrpadus Oblia OKyTaHa 3aBecol TaiiHbl. Ha e€ rpyau
MIOKOMJICS KPECTUK, KOTOPBI OHa ¢ BbI3bIBaIOIEH OpaBajioil Opocasia Ha TPA3HBIA NOJI. DTOT KPecT
ObLJT HE MTPOCTO YKpalleHUEM, a 3HAKOM IPUHAJLIEKHOCTU K poy POMaHOBBIX, KJTIOUOM K €€ UCTUH-
HOMY MPOUCXOKICHUIO.

HeBuaumelil HaGmoaTeNb, CJI0BHO TeHb, CIIEI0BAN 3a KaXK/IbIM €€ I11aroM, 3a Kax/IbIM IPOu3-
HECEHHBIM CJIOBOM, ITPOHMKAs B CaMble ITOTAEHHBIE YTOJIKY €€ XU3HU. OH BUJEN €€ OTYassHUE, CJIbl-
11171 €€ MbsIHble OTKPOBEHMSI O MaTepH, 00 OTIIE, KOTOPOro OHA HUKOI/IA He 3HAJIA, U O TailiHe, KOTopast
JaBUJIa Ha He€, CIIOBHO MPOKJIATHE.

CynpO0OHOCHOI BCTpevel cTano 3HaKoMCTBO ¢ AsiekceeM OproBbiM. B ero masax 3ocs yBu-
nesna npoOJIecK HaJexK Ibl, IIAHC BRIPBAThCS U3 3aMKHYTOT'O Kpyra HUILETHI U 3a0BeHus1. Ajekceit ['pu-
ropeeBrYd OpIioB, ONBITHBIM TPUABOPHBIA M UCKYCHBIN HHTPUTaH, Pa3lJIAe) B HEU HE TOJIBKO NEIIKY
B CJIO)KHOH MOJIUTUYECKON UTPe, HO U OTTOJIOCOK IMPOILIOro, TeHb camoil Besmkoit imMneparpuiipl.

Tak 3ocs1, MomynbsHas UpKadKa, Havyaua rmpeoopakaTbcsi B AHACTACHIO, TIPETEHICHTKY Ha
npecroi. Eil npeacrosio chirpate poib, IA€ NpaBja U BBIMBICEN CIUIEINCh B TYIOW, HEpPa3pbIBHBIN
y3ei1. OHa pacckasbiBasla HICTOPUM O JIETCTBE, KOTOPOE HE IMOMHIUJIA, O MaTepy, KOTOPYIO €JjBa 3HaJIa,
O I[APCKOM ITPOUCXOKICHNH, KOTOPOE OBbLIO JIMIIb CMYTHBIM TIPEJIyBCTBUEM.

HoBas :xu3Hb AMKTOBaJIa CBOM IpaBUia. AHACTACHs MOCTUTANA TOHKOCTU STUKETa, MaHEPHI,
ucropuio. Eif mpencrosio crare 1aMo#, MPUHIIECCOM, a BOSMOXKHO, 1 Iapuiiedd. OnHako moj 6maro-
POIHOM MACKOW MO-TIPEXHEMY CKPbIBAIach NMPEekHAA 30CSA — aBaHTIOPUCTKA, TOTOBAsi Ha BCE paau
BBUKMBaHUSI.

Bnepeau e€ kJajau MHTPUTH, 3arOBOPSI, MpeJaTebCcTBa U, BO3MOXHO, TpoH. Ho cMmoskeT s
OHa OOMaHyTb BCeX, BKJoyas camy ce0s? 1 kakylo LieHy el npuaeTcs 3amiaTuTh 3a 9Ty urpy? TaiiHa

aBaHTIOpI/ICTKI/I TOJIBKO HAUMHAJIa paCKprBaTLCH, u (bI/IHaJ'I eé 6BI)I HeI‘IpeI[CKa?,yeM.
TAMHA ABAHTIOPUCTKHA
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Hy:xHbIi1 yac

KoHcTaHTHHOIONB JbIIIal )apoi ¥ 3a1axoM crielidil. B 0oqHOM U3 caMbIX IP3HBIX IEPEYIIKOB,
CJIOBHO HOYHas1 6a00uKa, rmopxana 30cs, IMpKayKa ¢ COMHUTEIIbHOM perryTanueil. [lomynbsaHas, oHa
HarpaBJsuiach B Kabak "3omoroi SItaran", a 3a Hel, CJIOBHO TeHb, CKOJIB3UJ YEJIOBEK, U3BECTHBIN
B OIpe/ieNIeHHbIX Kpyrax Kak "Ciyra [IpsiBona" — TallHBIA areHT, Ybs NMPEeJaHHOCTh OblIa KyIUIEHa
30JI0TOM U OOELIaHUAMM.

B "3onorom Ararane” napui xaoc. IIbsHbIE MaTPOCHI, TOPrOBLIBI M ABAHTIOPUCTHI BCEX MACTEN
BAJIAJICh HA CTOJIaX Y MOJy, YTONasi B BUHE U AbIME ONMyMa. 30Cs, BOWASA, Cpa3y NPUBJIEKJIA BHU-
MaHue. PrikeBosocasi, oHa OblIa SIPKOil, Kak 9K30THYecKas NTUIA, CaMbIM CBETJIBIM OYapOBaHUEM
B 9TOM T'PSI3HOM I'HE3[E.

B nrymHOM TpakTupe, rie Bo3tyX ObUI I'YCTBIM OT 3aIaxOB €1kl U BHIITMBKH, KU3Hb I11JTa CBOUM
yepeoM. 30cs B KOTOPOH YyBCTBOBAJIaCh HEMasl PELIMMOCTD, MO0 K CTOMKE, 3aKa3ala KPEIKUn
HAaITUTOK, a 3aTeM, CJIOBHO HEB3Hauaid, PacCTErHy/la BEPXHIOI MYTOBUILY IUIaThsl, OTKPbIBas B3Iy
KPECTHK Ha TOHKOH LIeTIOUKe.

—DTOT KPEeCTHUK... — HauaJla OHa, e€ ToJIoc ObUT HEMHOTO 3aIUICTAIONIAMCS, — MHE MaTyIIIKa
nogapuia.

—B namsars 06 orie. Or CAMOIO. ..

—Ilapckuit!.. — ¢ 3TUMU CJIOBaMH, B MOPbIBE, KOTOPHIN KA3aJICsl OMHOBPEMEHHO SIPOCTHBIM 1

OTYasIHHBIM, OHA COPBaJIa YKpallleH!e C Ier, OpOChIia ero Ha IoJl M Hadasla TONTaTh KaOIyKoM.

Eil TyT e Hamm ele, OHa OCYIINJIAa CTaKaH 3aJIoM, U € MbsSHBIA MOHOJIOT TPOJoKUics. B
TeHU, HE3aMETHO JIsl IPYTHUX, CTOSLT YeIOBeK, BHUMATENIbHO CIyIIaBiivii e€. B e€ ucrepuke, nepe-
MeIaHHOH ¢ OpaBaJiol, YyBCTBOBAJIACH ITTyOOKasi OOJIb M OTYASTHUE.

OH nooLIEN K Her, TPeJCTaBUBIINCH:

—Bo3apIxaresns. .. — 1 TyT Xke NPeaJIoKUII BHITUTh BMECTE.
JKeHnHa npuIy puiach.
—Pycckyio peyb M10X0 MOHMMAIO. .. — TPOOOPMOTANIA OHA, XOTS €€ CIABSIHCKUIA aKIEHT ObUT

OYEeBUJIEH, — HO KpoBb. .. KpoBb pycckasl...

OHa ¢ TopIOCTHIO YKa3asa Ha IOJI, TJIe JiesKasl HeOObIION IepeBSIHHbBINA KPECTHK C CepeOpsHbIM
pacnsaTuem:

— I70... [TamaTe 06 otue. Marymika, ymupasi, Ha MeHs HaJea.

YenioBek B TEHU U300pa3ul yAUBIECHHE.

—Kpectuk. .. — mpobopMoTalt OH, — MOXKET, OTKPOETE MHE TaiiHy 3TOro Kpectuka?"
MornoxaBas JKeHIIMHA, HEOIPe/IEIEHHOTO BO3pacTa, OOJIbLIe 0X0kast Ha AEBYIIKY, BAPYT pas-
pblIaack.

—s... A onna!l.. — 3akpuyana oHa Ha Bech Kabak, — OJJHa C 3TOW TalHOI!

—HuxkTo He momoxeT!

—Mars ymepia. ..

—Oren ToXkeE. ..

—Jlener... [leHer XxBaraer.

— Kyps! He kimomoT!

—Ho stoT Kpect... D10 MOA Kapma!

—OH MeH# 1aBUT!.. — OHA HArHYJIaCh, MOAHSJIA KPECT U MPOTIHYJIA €T0 YEJIOBEKY.

OH 3amep. Ha kpecre 0TUETIIMBO BUAHEIOCH JIMYHOE KieMMO PomaHoBbIX. VcTibIThIBas: BHYT-
peHHe OeCIOKONCTBO, YIaJIHICS.

[Tpouwno nmapy nHeii. KaGak kak EHTp BCeIeHHON MaHWII CBOEH MaryOHOCTBIO M pacKperolie-
HueM. B HEM Bce oTBoauM Ayiry. B ero Tyckiiom cBete, rie Bo3ayx ObLI I'YCTIM OT Ta0AuHOTO AbIMa
U 3araxa JIemeBoro BMHa, Oblia U 30C4, Ta KaK 3aBcerjiaTasi, Cujielia, yTonas B COOCTBEHHOH Tevaliu.
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E€ rnaza, 0OBIYHO TMOJTHBIE O30PHOTrO OJecKa, cervac ObUIM 3aTyMaHEHBI aJIKOTOJIeM M OTUYasTHUEM.
Psyiom c Held, Ha cTosie, MOKOWICS MAJIeHbKUI JIEPEBSIHHBIN HATEJIbHBIN KPECTUK C PACHSATHEM U3
cepeOpa. B ronose, Kak KpuK, ofHO: "IDTO mamsATh 00 oTlie. Maryika, ymupasi, Hajaeaa Ha MeHs.
EnuHCcTBEHHOE, UTO OCTaIoCh OT Matepu''. [yt Bcex 3aBceraaraeB 3T0 ObLIO MPaBIOK, TO €JMHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO CBSI3BIBAJIO €€ C MPOIUIBIM, KOTOPOE OHA TMIOYTH HEe TIOMHMJIA.

BHeszanHo, Haj1 e€ roIoBOM pa3aalicsl 3HAKOMBIN OapXaTHBINA TOJIOC:

—IIpoury npomenus, CyaapbiHs!.. — IPOM3HEC My KUMHA, CKIIOHUBLINCH HaJl HEMl.

OH ObLT OIET B IOPOTO CIOPTYK, 4 Ha €r0 TPYAH CBEPKAJI OpiCH.

—$1 BuKy, 4uTO BHI B Oefie.

—J Mory Bam 1nomMousb.

—EcTh ouH YenoBeK, KOTOPBIN, BO3MOXHO, 3HAET, Yel 3TOT KPecT!.. — OH yKa3as Ha cepeO-
PSAHBINA CUMBOJI, — IOAOKIUTE €IIE Tapy JHEH.

—4 BCE€ ycrporo.

30cs, IPUBBHIKINAS K TOJOOHBIM MPEAJIOKEHUSM OT MYKYMH, JUIIb c1a00 KuBHYyna. OHa He
BEpWJIa B UyJieca, HO B TOT BeUep Jake MpU3pavHasi HaleKaa Ka3aaach e CacuTeIbHOM.

My:xunHa, npecTaBUBIIMICS agbloTaHTOM rpada OproBa, NOKJIOHUIICS U UCYE3, TaK ke BHE-
3aIHO, KaK U TIOSIBIJICSL.

[Mpomuto em€ nBa aHs. M cHOBa Kabak —Marmyeckoe MecTo 3aBcerjaraeB. 30cs, Kak Bcersa,
ObL1a B CTEJIbKY TbsTHA, YTO e€ He Kpacuyio. K Heil CHOBa CIIeNTHO MOAOMIEN TOT e aJbIOTaHT.

—CypapbiHs!.. — cKas3all OH, ero rojloc 3Bydall MSTKO M HACTOMUUBO, — AJiekceid [ puropbeBry
OpJioB kA€t Bac!..

—IIpomry, npoiiaémTe co MHOA!.. — OH 0OpaTHJICS K Hel Ha MONIbCKOM, — Pani, prosze¢ ze mna".

CnoBa Ha POJIHOM sI3bIKE, MPOU3HECEHHBIE HE3HAKOMIIEM, CJIOBHO JIESTHOM BOJIOW OKATUIIU
30c10, Ta MTHOBEHHO MPOTPE3BEA.

—Ilan nonsk?.. — BBIOXHYNIA OHA, YAMBJIEHHO IJISI/S1 HA HETO.

—Bc€ Bo3moxHO, CyaapbiHs. .. — OTBETUJ OH C JIETKOU YJIBIOKOM.

—Aunekceit I'puropseBuy OprioB keaeT ¢ BaMu IOTOBOPUTD.

—DT0 MOXeT U3MEHHTH Ballly CyapOy.

3ocs konebdanack. CTpax nepes "MoauIuen HpaBoB'", epei HEM3BECTHOCTHIO, OOPOJICS C UHTY-
UTHUBHBIM YYBCTBOM, UTO STOT YEJIOBEK HE XkeJslaeT ey 371a. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHa COTIaCHIIach.

Brixons u3 kabaka B COMPOBOKJICHUM bIOTAHTA, U €€ OAHOTO MYKUMHBI, OHA CIIMHOK YyB-
CTBOBaJIa Ha ceOe B3MIsAbl BCEX MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

[NoBbIIIeHHBI MHTEpEC, OHA TIOHS1IA, ObLT BHI3BAH HE CTOJIBKO €€ MbsIHBIM BU/IOM, CKOJIBKO Kpe-
CTHUKOM, KOTOPBIII OHA HE CHIMAJIA.

Odunep, 3aMeTUB CMSITEHHE MOJIOAON >KEHIIMHBI, TIOMBITAICS €€ YCIIOKOUTB:

—He tpeBoxbrech, Muiouka.

—B03MOX%HO, 3TO K Jy4IleMy.

—Bac B3su1 11071 CBOIO 3aIUTY BECbMa BIIMSTEIbHBIE OCOOBI.

...Anekceit OpnoB BCTpeTHJI €€ ¢ HEOOBIYalHOW YUTUBOCTbI0. OH HU3KO KJIAHSJICS, BHUMA-
TEJILHO pa3Iiisi/ibiBasi €€ JIMLO, a 3aTEM €T0 B3IVIS/L OCTAHOBUJICS HA KPECTHUKE.

—Ilo3BosbTe B3MISAHYTH!.. — MOMPOCKUIT OH, U, TIOJIyYMB pa3pelieHre, B35l ero B pyKH.

—$1 Buzies1 TOUHO Takoil ke y umneparpuiibl Ekatepunsl Bropoid. . . —3a1yM4nBO IPOM3HEC OH.

—XOTsI TOT OBLT JIMIIbH KOTIHEH.

— Hacrosmii eit He gocrasnicst ot EnuzaBersl.

—OTtKyaa oH y Bac?.. — CIPOCUJI OH, U B €r0 T0JI0CE MOSIBUJIACh HANIPSIKEHHOCTD.

—Marp MHe oThajia ero He3aJloJro J0 CBOEH KOHUMHBI... — OTBETMJIA 30Cs, YyBCTBYS, Kak
ydaniaercs e€ IyJibC.

—OHa cka3zaja, 4TO OH YKaXeT MHe MyTh K MOEH ceMbe.

TuX0 NMpU3HABILKCE:
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— OrT1a s HUKorJa He 3HaJa.

—MeHs BocIuTasl apTUCT LIUPKA.

I'pacd Opnos 3acteul. Ero miaza uzymnénno pacimpuinck. Heyxenu nepen vum gods Ilerpa
Bemnukoro?

—BbI B HAIEKHBIX pyKax, cylapblHsi!.. — 3aBEpUJI OH €€, U B €r0 roJIoce IPO3BYYaso BOJTHEHHE.

30cs1, BCE eme HeMHOTO Oy pMaHeHHast, TIOMYIIENOTOM, HO TaK, YTOOBI rpad e€ yciplimal, pu-
3HAJIACh:

—41 Bceraga yyBCTBOBasA, 4TO S — IUTS LIAPCKON KPOBHU.

I'pacd OproB, BeIiiAS U3 3alyMUYUBOCTH, NEPEaT €€ CBOeMY aIbIOTAHTY.

—IIpunymaiite et HOBoe UMsi!.. — pacOPSIIUIICS OH, TepeOs PyKor MoAOOPOIOK, — IyCTh €€
30BYT AHacracus!

—XoTs, cy/is 1Mo Held, oHa XoTesia Obl ObITh Enn3aBeToit, HO Be Enm3aBeThl mpo3ByYaT Herpas-
JOMOIOOHO. . .-- U TYT ke oOpaTuics K 3oce:

—DByapTe nocymiHel!.. — NeperissHyBIIUCH C aBIOTAHTOM, OH MaHEPHO HO0ABWJI, — CeaiTe
W3 HEE€ HACTOSIIYIO 1aMy.

—UYepes Henemo 51 Xouy BUJETh €€ Ha CBOEM Mpueme!



C. Mopnap. «TaifHa aBaHTIOPUCTKI»

Urpa CyabOobl

AJIBIOTaHT, IPOHUKIIKMCh UCKPEHHOCTBIO 30CH, 3aBEPUJI €€ B MOJIHOM IIOHUMAHUU.

—51 cnenato u3 Bac mpuHIIEccy!.. — moodera oH.

HoBoe nms1, AHacracus, oHa NpUHsJIa € JIETKOCTBIO, BE/Ib €11 HE BIIEPBOW MPUXOJUIOCh MEHSATh
obmube. CMEKHYB, 4TO K 4eMy, 30c¢sl peria B3Th y cyapObl pepanm. C mpucyiei el cMeka-
KOH, 30Cs1 MTHOBEHHO YJIOBWJIA CYTh ITpoucxoasiiero. Ilepea Helt OTKpbIBaiach ABEPh B HOBYIO, HEBE-
JOMYIO KU3Hb, U OHA, HE KOJIEONSACh, IIarHyja B He€, roToBasi MPUHSAThH BbI30OB CYIbOBI. ATBIOTAHT
OproBa, YesioBeK ¢ MPOHMIIATEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM M BJIACTHBIM T'OJIOCOM, TpeOOBaJl OT He€ TOTHOTO
OTKPOBEHHUS:

—Pacckaxure MHe BCE, 1O MEJIOYEH, BCIO Ballly OJAHOTOTHYIO!..

bosce Haryrate €€ cBOMM HAaTUCKOM, IIPOU3HEC:

—HHaye s HE cMOTy BaM IMOMOYb B BOCCTAHOBJIEHUM CITPaBEIJIMBOCTH.

Hamekas Ha X0 JaJbHENIITNX COOBITHI:

— BBl 1OJKHBL IBUTBCSI CKOPO: 4yJOM — LIAPCKOW JOYEphIO!..

B sToT MOMeHT 30cs1 TOUyBCTBOBAIA, KaK B Hell MpoOyskaaercs 3a0bIThii TanaHT. OHa BKJIIO-
ymia Bc€ CBOE BOOOpaKeHHUE, B €€ Iia3ax 3a:KErcst OroHeK.

OHa Havasa c JeTCTBa, C TeX CaMbIX "BOCIIOMUHAHUII", KOTOpbIE, Ka3aJIOCh, ObLIA BHITKAHBI U3
CaMO¥ TKaHH PeasTbHOCTH, HO TP 3TOM HECJIH B ceOe OTTEHOK cKa3ku. OHa paccKas3biBajia, Kak Oblia
POXIEHA CYIIMM aHreJioM, Kak MaTh JOPOXMWIIA elo, JecKaTbh, Ta Jienesia U ooeperajia Kak 3eHHUILy
OKa, XOTsI B ’KU3HU BCE OBUIO POBHO HA0OOPOT.

C KakapIM IJIOTKOM poMa, KOTOPBIA OHA MEePUOIUYECKU MPUXJIEObIBATA U3 MPEJIOKEHHOTO
OokaJia, e€ paccka3 CTaHOBWJICS BCE Oosiee XJIECTKUM, BCE Oonee uHTpUryomuM. OHa roBopuia o
JIMXOJIEThSIX, UEPE3 KOTOPBIE MTPOLLIA, O TOM, KaK BBICTOsLJIa, HECMOTPs1 HU Ha 4uTo. [Ipu3Hanace, 4ro
KWjia ¢ TETKOW U Matepblo. OTUnM, IIMpKay, CKopee ObLT paboM MaTtepH, MbITasiCh TPOKOPMUTDb UX
Bcex. OT Heyloe1aHusl OH 3a00JIeT U YMep, XOTs, TI0 CYTH, COeXall U3 UX KEHCKOT'O MOHACTHIPSI.

OHna npu3Hajach, YTO OHU KWIA B CTAPOW KOMHATYIIIKE, I1Ie KaK/Ablid IeHb ObLT OOopbhOOi 3a
BbUKMBaHUE, lapuiia OeqHOCTh. MaTh 30CH, YbM PYKH YK€ He MOIJIA BBHITIOJHATD NIPEKHIOK padoTy,
He TIPUHOCKJIA B JOM HU rpomia. A 3o0ce, I0HOW U TIOJTHOM KU3HH, TIPUXOIUIOCH 3apadaThiBaTh Ha
MponuTaHue, BrICTyMas Ha ynuiax. OHa 1neja v MmoKasbiBaja JOBKUE TPIOKU, HO CKYJHbIE 3apad0TKU
€/1Ba MOKPBIBAJIM CaMbl€ HACYIIIHbIE HYXKIbI.

E€ ucropum, nonHele qpamatu3Ma 1 IpaBAaonoao0us, 3aCTaBIIsIIN JakKe CaMbIX HEJOBEPUUBBIX
cllylaresier MOBEPUTh B €€ CJI0Ba, HO HE TOJIbKO MX, KaXeTCs, YTO yke Bepuia U OoHa: A BAPYT OHa
JOEeVCTBUTEBHO 104k [leTpa?

OHa, JacTo 1meBesisi ry0amu, MOMyIbsHO HareBaa:

A Bapyr, Mansi el gous [lerpa?

3arajka B cepaue, Kak UcKpa

Ax, 30cs1, KTO % Ha camoM jene?

B uyxoi1 Urpe—xu3Hb — KapyceJH.

7KuMBENID B IJIEHY CBOEN MEUTHI

B nineny y npaBap! wim jiku? !

B 6onbiiioit urpe, rae 10xb U O61eck

Hecéwb b1, 30c4, OTUMIA KpECT.

C 3TUM TaMHCTBEHHBIM KPECTHKOM Ha I11ee, 3051 OKa3aJ1ach B COBEPILIEHHO MHOM MUPE — MUPE
pockoru 1 n3oowmmst. Ho e€ tep3anu comHenust. Math yBepsiia, 4To KpecT JOCTaJICs el OT OTIa, HO
YTO, €CJIM 3TO JI0Kb? UTO, eciivi oHa ero ykpaja? DTa MbIC/Ib HE AaBaJia €d MOKOSI HU AHEM, HU HOYBIO.

10



C. Mopnap. «TaifHa aBaHTIOPUCTKI»

Henens nponerena kak Mur, HanloJTHeHHast peoOpakenussMu. Han o6iarkom 30cu Tpyauivch
Jydllge Mactepa, a aablotaHT OpsioBa, CJIOBHO 304l HOBOUW peasibHOCTH, BKJIAJbIBAT BCE CBOU
CWJIBI B €€ NIEPEBOILIOILEHHE.

U Bor, Ha Gaiy, nepen rpacgpom OpiioBbIM MpeacTana AHAcTacus — ke He Ta HauBHAsI YJIMYHasI
MoJIOfKa, a OnucrarenbHas "KHsokHa TapakanoBa'.

I'pacp Opno GbuT MOpaxk&H He3HAKOMKOM. 1o Mackoit OOrMHM CKpBIBAJIACh TalHA, KOTOPYIO
OH kax/as pasragarb. OH Mopxajl BOKpPYT He€, Kak I0HOIIa, YeM, caM TOro He Befasi, myrai e€. Benp
KaMepIuHep MPEe/ICTaBII €€ MO/ HOBBIM, 3ByUHBIM UMEHEM, KOTOPOE caMo o cede ObLIO 3araJKou.

I'pac HacTamBas, YTOOB OHA OTKPBUIA EMY CBOIO UCTUHHYIO CYIIHOCTh. ['0CTBs1, 00eCKypaxeH-
Has, MPU3HANIACK, YTO B TOT JIOM €€ MPUBEJ ero aJbloTaHT, a 0Ha — 30csi. OpJIoB ObLT OIIETIOMIIEH.
Kpacasuna!

[MpusnaBasick cede, HeTOYMEBAT:

— 310 Ta camas MojbKa u3 Kadaka?

AJBIOTAHT, CUsisi TOPAOCTHIO 32 TPOU3BEAEHHDIN d(hpeKT, BOEN B 3a1. OpiioB, BCE elé oille-
JIOMJIEHHBIH, TIPU3HAJICS, YTO UyTh HE MOTYYMII CEPACYHBIN MPHUCTYII OT TAKOTO TOBOPOTA COOBITHIA.

—HyxHo npenynpexaars!.. — BOCKJIMKHYI OH.

— A UMS-TO Kakoe 3By4YHOE, MHTPUrYyIoIIee mpuymar!

AJIBIOTAHT, C YJIBIOKOM, MMOAETUIICS OTKPOBEHUSIMH, YCIIBIIIAHHBIMU OT 30CH, U 3aKJTIOUIT:

—Omna — goup Camoro!

OprnoB, NMpUHSB pellieHre, TYT ke PEellv MPeACTaBUTh 30Ci0, Ternepb AHacTacuio, coOpaB-
mmmMcsi. OH XOTes pacKphITh €€ TaliHy, HO TIPY 3TOM U30eKaTh AHWKHY, U He 3ansTHaTh UM [letpa.
OH mpeayoxu1 0OBSIBUTH, UTO 30csi-AHacTacus — 10ub EnnzaBeTsl.

Hcropust KoppeKTUpoBasiach Ha X0y, B PekHUMe peabHOro BpeMeHH. Bce yJyacTHMKH 3TOro
MMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOTO COI03a COMIACHIINCH. Terephb CliefoBalio TOBOPUTh, UTO AHACTacusl XKuja
MHKOTHUTO, YTOOBI HE HABPEUTh MATEPH, UYTO OHA yBakajia M OOrOTBOpHIIA €.

OproB mocnenus MouTH Ba-0aHK, C YTBEPXKIEHUEM TOTO, YTO ObLT MOCBSIIEH B TAHY MIMITe-
paTpUIIbL.

3as 3amep. Bo3ayx cryctuiicsi oT HanpsikeHwu s, CJIOBHO TyMaH Hall HeBoit. CKBO3b 3Ty TUIIMHY,
KaK JIy4 CBETa, [Ipope3alolinil Mpak, nuia oHa. AHacracusi. KHspokna TapakanoBa. ['opaocts, yHacie-
JOBaHHasI OT MPEJKOB, CTPYWJIAch B KaKIOM JABWXEHUH, B KaXI0M M3rude ctaHa. OHa Toxe I111a Ba-
0aHK, CTaBs1 HA KOH CaMoe JIOPOroe — CBOIO JKU3Hb.

OpJoB, ¢ XHUITHOH YJIBIOKOM, TOPISICh CAaMUM COOOM, TIPEACTABUI e€:

—Mos Haxonxka!..— yabiOasch eil, — Bame BemmuecTBo!.. — MCKOca IIs1/1s1 B CTOPOHY TIPUCYT-
CTBYIOIIHX:

—/oub camoit Umneparpuiisl Enuzasetst [lerpoBHbi!

Ha nunax mpucyTCTBYIONIMX 3aCTHUT MACKU BOCTOPTa, UCITyTa U HEMOIEIBHOTO I110Ka. FOHIIB,
OCJIETTIEHHBIE €€ KPACOTOU U JIEP30CThIO, TYT ke OPOCHIINCH K HEH, OChINask KOMIUIMMEHTAaMH, 3auc-
KuBast. VX J0OONbITHBIE B3R CKOJIB3KIIM MO HEH, CJIOBHO IO TUKOBUHHOW TITHIIE.

B 3ane napwuiio HanpsikeHue, OIyIaeMoe KakabiM mpucyTcTByionmM. I'pacd Oprios u ero aab-
IOTAHT BHUMATEJIBHO CIIEIVIIN 32 KQKAbIM B3IJISI0M, KaXbIM TUXUM cIoBOM. CIIOBHO IBa CTpaka,
OHM oOeperaji UMH CIIeTIJICHHYIO ITpaBay-TaiHy. TpeBora, uTo BCsl 9Ta 3aTesi OKaXeTCsl JIMIIb PUCKO-
BaHHOH UI'poOM, Hauasa oTcTynars. Ha mee AHactacuu cusiji KpecT — HOIMHHBIN, TPUHAIEKABIINN
camomy [lerpy Bennkomy. D10 oTKpbITHE BhI3BAIO Y OprioBa OypHBII BOCTOPT, €ro CMeX, MOJIHbINA
YIOQIN, 9XOM Pa3HECCH M0 3alTy.

[Nozxe, B yemUHEHNH, OH CKJIOHUJICS K HEW U MPOILenTal:

—Teneps Tel U MO HApEUEHHAS 10Yb.

—41 xopomo 3nas1 Ennsasery.

—XOTs1, AJ151 I0YEPH, Thl, TIOKAITYH, CITUIIIKOM MOJIOJA. ..
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C. Mopnap. «TaifHa aBaHTIOPUCTKI»

Ero B3rsi1, mpoH3UTENBHBINA U U3YYaIONIHA, 00:KUTaT. AHACTACHS, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, IEP3KO
(pIpKHYIa, BOCIIPUHSIB €T0 CJIOBA KaKk CBOeOOpa3HbIil KOMIUTMMEHT. BHyTpu Heé pasropajics moxap
HOBBIX, HEBEIOMBIX YYBCTB.

OproB, omymias 3To, ero 6pocao To B Kap, TO B XOJIO, OH ObLJT C TOJIOBOI OXBaue€HHBIN keJla-
HUEM.

Amnacracus, u3BecTHast B KoHcTaHTHHONONE Kak 30cs, Aepkaia CUTYAIUIO IOl KOHTPOJIEM.
OHnHa oco3HaBaJia BCe BOMOXHBIE TIOCIIE/ICTBUSI, HO ObLJIa TOTOBA K HHM.

— s Bac, ['pad!.. — mpousHecsa oHa TBEPABIM, KaK CTajb, FOJI0coMm, — s Beeraa oymy JJOYE-
PBIO IETPA!

I'pac OpsoB puHsLT €€ ClIoBa K CBE/ISHHIO, C CO3HAHKEM TOT'0, UTO Ta JIUIIIb TeIIKa B €0 Urpe,
60s1ch MBbICTIel BCayX, mogymat: "Tloka s1 He cBepray ¢ TpoHa HeMKy, KaTbky, koTopas mponania Pych
HeMIIaMm, 5, Kak pyCCKu, miiy 3a Pycp".

30cs ¢ II0OONBITCTBOM BCMaTPUBAJIACh B €r0 IEPEKOIICHHOE 3710001 JIUIIO.

—Kro Bb1? brarogeresns wim y3yprnarop?.. — IpsiMO CIIPOCHIIA OHA

—Heyxenu BBl TaK MCTUTEITHHBI?

Kazanocs, ona, 06:1a1as1 sMIaTHei, mpousia Bce ero Meiciau. Ta mpogoikuia, Habmoaast 3a HAM:

— Tl'oBopsT, BB 1ake ObUTA B HE€ BITIOOJICHBI.

— W, Brpeap! He craBbTe MHE YJIbTUMATYMBl!

OpnoB 6b01 omeioMaeH. OH MOHSLI, YTO eMy MPUIETCA UMETh JIEJIO C TOM HEeMTPOCTOU JTaMOM.

—He crouT npuHUMaTh Takyio mo3y!.. — ckazaa oH BciyX, — Kpect [erpa!

—Enu3aBera, BO3MOXHO, KaK J104b, HOCHJIA TOYHO TAKOH K€ KPECTHK. ..

— Tak 4ro yno6Hee, BCE ke, COOTHECTH, UTO BbI — JI0ub Enm3aBeTsl!..

30cs, MPOHU3bIBasI B3MISIOM, TBep/IO 3asBuia OpioBy:

—B nuuHBIX pasroBopax, A Bac, S — 104k [lerpa!

OpJ1oB NpUHSLI €€ cJIoBa.

...Bectb 0 npoucxonsiuem gonuia 10 Exarepunsl. OHa BbizBasia Kupuina PazymoBckoro u
Ortma [etpa, Tex, KTo BEI XPOHUKY, U 3HAJI BCE JIETATIN — KTO, C KeM, OT KOro ¥ Koraa. VM rpeacrosiio
OTUYUTATHCS TIepe/] UMITePaTPULICH.

—KpecT noyiHHBIN!.. — 3aBeprId OHU XOPOM.

— OpJ1oB cam €ero BUJEI U JepKall B pyKax.

— Uro kacaetcs EnuzaBeTsl, TO Ta O TOCNIETHETO UCKaia cebe yTelleHU . ..

ExateprHa He Bepuiia B POJICTBO C Hell.

I'pacp OproB nipeacTan nepen UMIEpaTpyiei, YToObl MOATBEPAUTD ClI0BA KHSIKHBL. OH miepe-
JaJ1 el YCIBIIAHHOE OT KEHINUHBI 13 KOHCTaHTUHOMOS.

—TIloxosxe, MaTh 3TOI OCOOBI IEHCTBUTEIHHO ObLIa OMHOM U3 TeX, KTo corpesai [letpa. .. — 6e3
TEHU COMHEHUH COOOIIUIT OH.

Pa3ymoBCKuil OCTIENINIT BCTABUTH OT ceOsI:

—Korna maps 6omer, cyiecTBoBaa MpakTHKA — JEBYIIKH JIOKWIUCh C HUM B TIOCTEJTb, YTOOBI
COTpETb.

— IlugaBKM HE MOMOTaJN.

—EBpelickuii iekapb MOCOBETOBAJ "KEHCKOE TEIIO", kKeJaTe/IbHO MOIbCKUX JKEHILUH, YTBEep-
KJIas1, YTO OHU TOPSTYM B TTOCTEITH.

—Bugumo, neictBuTeNbHO Bbinucay 'rpenky” u3 Ionpiy.

—MHorue npoluy Yyepe3 Hero B uepee Takux "Tpesok”.

3aBepuB:

—Ho xpecT He JoCTaBaICA HUKOMY.

—bepemenenu ofiHa 3a APYyrou...

—IIérp kaxmoi roBoput: "IT0 Tebe NapcKuil mogapok! "

OpJI0B MOABITOKUIT:
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—IlomymuHb kKpecTuk! MoxeT mo0mn?

EkateprHa 3BUTENIbHO 3aMeTHIIA:

—aii Bomo! HacnemHukoB OyzieT ¢ on-EBpOrTHL...

B Hanpspk€HHON atMocdepe IBOPIOBBIX UHTPHT, IAe KaXA0€ CIOBO MOIJIO CTaTh POKOBBIM,
pa3BepHy/Iach ApamMaTUyecKas CleHa.

PazymoBckuii xkaxaan y3Hats ot OpiioBa Bee ogpoOHOCTH, HeMeaieHHO. OTBe/Isl B CTOPOHKY,
MIPOBOLIMPYS TOTO, MOTYIIENOTOM UyTh JIM HE Ha YXO, CBEPKas INIa3aMH YTO-TO HETOAysl TOBOPHIL.

PazymMoBcKkuii, Ubsi MpeJaHHOCTh TPOHY ObLIa HEMOKOIEOMMa, BBICTYIIIJI C AEP3KUMH OOBUHE-
HUsAMU B ajipec AHacracuu. [Tociie yero oH nepemén Ha Kpuk. Ero rojoc, 0ObIMHO MOTHBIN yBepeH-
HOCTH, JPOXaj OT HErolOBaHMsI, OH CTaBWJI TOJ] COMHEHHE MPOUCXOK/ICHUE TONBCKON AEBKU U €€
npaBo Ha npectos. OH Mogo3peBasl, YTO OHA MOTJIa OBITh CBSI3aHA C TAHHBIMM MaxXWHAIIUSIMH, Kaca-
IOLIMMKCA Haciequsi POMaHOBBIX, OH yrpokajl HauaTh paccie/ioBaHue.

I'pacp OproB, coxpaHsisi BHEIIHEE CIOKOWCTBUE, JIMIIb CJIerKa MPHILY pUJIcs, UCKoca Habmoaast
3a UTPOH, B KOTOPOW CTAaBKM ObLIM UPE3BBIYaliHO BBHICOKH, OH Kak Obl HEB3HAUal TYT ke 0OpaTHCs
Kk Oty Ilerpy, B3MI40M MBITasICh HANTH HEMOE MOATBEP:KAEHUE WM OIpoBepkeHue ciaoBam Pas-
YMOBCKOTO.

Opnaxko, Orer [leTp, cMYIIEHHBIN ¥ paCTEpsIHHBIN, HA JIETY cOOOpaxasi, MPU3HAJICS B HEBO3-
MOXXHOCTHU BCE€ 3HATh, TIEPEBE/Isl pAa3roBOP K TOMY UTO HET HUKAKUX CHJI YCJIEIUTh 32 BCEMU COOBITH-
ssmu. OH SIBHO UCTIBITBIBAJ CTPax Mepe]l apCTBYIONMIEH 0COOO0M.

PazymoBckuit kpukHyn OpioBy:

—CwmoTpu ecim BCE 3TO TBOM KO3HHU, Tebe HecnoOpoBaTh!.. - yHHUTOKass OpioBa KOMOYUM
B3[JISLIOM, TPO3s1 NAJIbLEM.

Exarepuna Obuta JOBOJIbHA MOBeAeHHEM Pa3yMOBCKOro, OQHAKO HECMOTpsI Ha BHelIHee Oec-
cTpacTue, B e€ Iia3ax YMTalIuCh coOMHeHHs. OHa NIPUHSsJIA pellieHne BCTPETUThCS C HEKOM TaM AHa-
cTacuei, 4ToObl MPOSICHUTH CUTYAIIHUIO.

E€ cnosa 3Byyanu kak mpuroBop:

—Ecnu Anacracusi He CMOXeT JIOKa3aTh CBOE MPaBo, €€ KAET CypoBasi y4acTh!..

O6pamasicy k Kussio [omunpiny, yxe crosiemy nepeq Hell, Ekatepuna ¢ JeasHbIM CIIOKOH-
CTBMEM HAMEKHYJIa Ha BO3MOXHBIE MOCNIENCTBUSA A1 AHacTacuu: oT cchulku B Cubups 1o 6onee
MpPaYHBIX TIEPCIIEKTUB.

I'pacp OpnoB, MOUYBCTBOBAB HAPSIKEHHE, MOTBITANICS PA3psiIUTh aTMocdepy.

—Bainie BenimuectBo, MOou HaMepeHUsl YUCTHI, yBepsiio Bac!

—$I Bam He Bpar!.. — MPOU3HEC OH, U CJIOBHO MEXKAY MPOYMM, MOCTICIINIT JOOABUTh:

— DTa HOBOSIBJIEHHAsl, BOBMOXHO, Jjake 104b En3aBeTsl.

—Mornona Ha BujI, U Tak *ke xoporra! Bioouscs ob1!

3ameTuB, Kak MmooseaHena nMreparpuiia, OpJioB MOHsLI, YTO 3aIIEN CITUIIKOM Jajieko. M, moka
CUTYaIIisl HE BBIIIUIA U3-TI0/1 KOHTPOJISI, OH TIOMBITAJICS MIEPEBECTH Pa3roBOpP.

Opnako Exarepuna He codupaiach OTCTyIaTh. B mocieqHuii MOMEHT e€ B3IJISIT OCTAHOBHJICS
Ha OpIioBe, U B HEM YUTAJIOCH JIYKABCTBO:

—Ha xoro xe noxoxa TBOs naccusi, Kusxkna Tapakanosa?

3710 XMBIKAS:

—TbI Besib y HAC YeJIOBeK OBIBJIBIN, YacTO ObIBAJ MPHU MAPCKUX ABOpPAX.

—OTMYUTeNbHBIE YePThl, HABEPHSIKA, TeOe XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBI? !

Omna ycMexHyJach, OJ/ipa3HUBAsi BCIIyX:

—TIepoii-mo6oBHUK ! ..

—Moxer, 1 caM MPUJIOKUI PYKY K MOSIBIEHUIO TUTS?

C KpHBO#1 yJIBIOKOIA:

—Xor4... Eme He ponuics.

JIBIOSICH, CO 3JIBIM HATHUCKOM:
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—BriOupaii: nensru, cBo6o1a UK TIOpbMa?
Ara MyTKa, Kak crpena, Bbiomia OpnoBa u3 papHoBecusi. Ho oH OBICTpO B35 ceOsl B PYKH.
I'pacp, HEpBHO TepeOst KpyKeBa Ha MaHKETe, MBITAJICs YOeIUTh UMIIepaTpuIly B CBOEH MpeJaH-

Hoctu. CJIoBa JIMJIACH IIOTOKOM, C6I/IB‘{I/IBBIG, IOJIHBIC HCYKJIIO)KHUX KOMIUIMMCHTOB!

—Bainie BennuectBo, s BaM He Bpar, KJISIHYCh 4eCThIO!

—IIpocro... ITpocTo oHa Tak monozna, Tak... HoBossieHa.

3aMSBIINCE:

—M! BnpaBmy MoxeT ObITh, 1 g0uUepbio camoil EnmzaBets [leTpoBHBI! — paciiapkruBasich:

— Bor Mo, kak xe Bbl Xopoiu, ['ocynapbitsi!

—Bmo6uncs Ovl, eciiu ObI He MOW BO3pPAacT, KOHEYHO!..— UCITyTaHHO TS Ha He€, — He 10

MMacCUM, TOYHO He 3Halo e BO3pacra.

OrnpaB/bIBasich:

—SBHO KONIYyHBS!

—EcTb B Heil yepToOBIIMHKA !

—Ha Bkyc He npodoBa1, HO Ha By — [apura!

EkatepuHa, ciymas ero, nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KAK BHOBb UEPHEET B JIUIIE. DTOT HEYKJIOKUN KOM-

TUTMMEHT, 9Ta HaMEepeHHasl IBYCMbICJICHHOCTb, CJIOBHO yaap nop abix. OHa pelnmia rnpepBarh 3TOT
HEJIOBKHI PasroBop, OKa OH He Tepepoc B HEUTO OoJiee OrnacHoe.

OHa BU3ITIMBO KPUKHYJIA:

—He noBTOpsiiics, 3anaqun!..

370:

—3acraBiisielllb 1 MEHsI IOBTOPATHCS, HAILIEN IEBOYKY...
N yxe 3a1ymMunBo:

—Knsxna TapakaHoBa. .. — mpou3Heca oHa, Korja rpad yxe cooupascst peTupoBaThCs:
—MU Ha xoro ke oHa Imoxoxa?

KpuBst ybiOKy:

—XOJIOK. ...

—OTuuuTeIbHBIE YEPTHI, Yail, BCE ke €CTh?.. — OHAa YCMEXHYJIach, B €€ Ila3aX MEJIbKHYJI

€K OTOHEK:

TaI:

— ToBTOpsit0, BEIOMpAIA: IeHbI M, CBOOOA UM Ka3eMar?

Caepiisi yIbIOUMBBIM B3IJISIOM:

—C meHs craner!

Ara 1myTKa, OpoIIeHHas C TaKOW JIETKOCTHIO, BhIOWIa OpioBa u3 paBHoBecHs. OH mpoOopmo-

—JIazan, Bame BennuectBo, na3ain... —Criema cKka3arh:

—Ho paereit HUKOMY He OCTaBJISLII.

—A Ta, 4TO OTIIpaBWJIa MEHS B CCBUTKY Ha BOCEMb JIET— 3TO JIpyrasi UCTOPHSI.

Exarepuna ynbsiOHyIach, ipeBKyIast ckopyio Bcrpedy. Cerogas OpiioB Oyner B €€ OCTeNH.
—Ilokaxu MHe 3Ty 4YepTOBKy!.. — MpHKa3ajia OHa, U B TOT MOMEHT €l 10Ka3aJIoCh, YTO TPOH

T1071 HEW OMAaCHO KauHYJICH. ..
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TeHb HA TPOHE

3ocs, nim AHacracus, Kak OHa Teriepb ceOsl Ha3bIBaJla, CKPbIBAJIach OT UILEEK B [TOJMOCKOBHBIX
necax. Tpesora cxumaina e€ cepaue. HoBoe nosnoxeHue, posb NPETEHIEHTKHY HA IIPECTO, Ka3aloCh
TaKUM 3aMaHYMBbIM, HO TAKMM XPYIIKHUM.

3aMOK U3 IecKa, TOTOBBIN PyXHYTh B 000N MomeHT. Kak ObiTh? Kak BcTpeTuthes C Held, ¢
camoi Llapunien? Pacckaszare Bce? [IpusHatbea? OHa Kartonnuka, kak U ExareprHa, BO3MOXHO, Ta
Y TIOUMET.

Ho Tyt %e mbiciib o6opBasiack. Het, roBOpUTh BCITyX 3TOr0 Helb3s1. EkateprHa — nmpaBociiaBHasi.
Haxe OpnoBy oHa He npu3HaeTcs. OH MCTUT JKEHILIMHAM, y3HaB €€ IpaB/ly IIPO KPECTUK, OH TYT ke
CTHOMT B TEMHUILIE.

A Befb 110 CYTH €CJIU BCE ke BCHOMHUTB IIOJHOTOTHYIO OTOpachIBasi Bce MILTIO3UH, TaK CKa3aTh
MOIHATIPAYb [TAMATh, TO ITOT KPECTUK IOMAJI K HEX clydanHo. Mare cTvpasia Ha IOMy, ¥ O[HA I10JIb-
CKas JaMa, OT/laBasi BEIM B CTUPKY, OOpOHMJIA WJIM OCTaBUJIa €r0 B KapMaHe. Tak OH U OCTaJICs B UX
nome, y Marepu. Jlerenia poacrsa npuiuiack e no gyie. Y renepb 3ToT MaJIeHbKUN, HE3aTEUTUBbIN
KPECTHUK CTaJl €€ POKOBBIM 3HAMEHHEM.

...ExarepuHa, cuzis B cBoOéM KaOMHeTe, 4yBCTBOBaIA, Kak HapacraeT TpeBora. O Heil nucanuy,
Ha3bIBAIM y3ypHaTopIlel, paciyTHULEH. Bosblast 4acTh 3TOro — JIokKb, KjieBeTa Oe3/1apHbIX JOI1-
LIEK, OTBEPTHYTHIX, C rpA3HbIMUA pykamu. Ho cinyxu o KusxHe TapakaHoBOU, O €€ MOSABIEHUH, O €€
MPETEH3UAX — ITO OBUIO YK€ HEUTO MHOE. DTO Obljla peasibHasl yrposa.

Ona 3HaJ1a, 4TO Ty YrOBOPAT, CKaXyT, uTo Llapuiia He B rHEBE, MOJI, OHA KeJIAaeT BUAETH Ipe-
TeHJIeHTKY. U Ta, Kak Obl HU Oosi1ack, Kak Obl HU MpsiTayiach, CKopee Bcero, cornacuresi. U Toraa. ..
Torna BCE MOXET PyXHYTb.

Exarepuna, norpyx€HHasi B pa3MblILJIEHHs, HaOM01a1a 32 TEMHEIOLMM JIECOM 3a OKHOM. B
e€ myme OOpOJHCh [1Ba UyBCTBA: Krydee JIOOOMBITCTBO U 3aTamBIasicsl TpeBora. Kto sra 3aragou-
Hast 0c00a, BHE3aITHO MOsIBUBINAsCA B €€ OKpykeHnu? KakoBa CTHMHHAS CrJla, CKPBIBAIOIIASCS 32 €€
Mackoi? M 4To, eciii OHa OKaXeTcs He MPOCTO OUEPETHOM BBICKOUKOM, a peaibHOM yrpo30u AJis €€
Biaacti? C KaxaAbIM MIHOBEHUEM TEHb Ha TPOHE CTyIAJIach, IPeABELIas IPsAyIe UCTIBITAaHUS.

ITokunyB Ilereprod, ExarepuHa Obula OXBayeHa CMECHIO JIIOOOMNBITCTBA U OECHOKOWCTBA.
[TnceMO OT HOBOSIBIIEHHON AHACTAacCHU, HAIOJHEHHOE COMBUMBBIMU M3BUHEHUSIMH M TyMaHHBIMHU
HaMEKaMH, 3aCTaBWJIO €€ OTIOKUTh BCE TOCYIapCTBEHHbIE Jena. "HaBepHsAka yroBopwin BCTpe-
TUTBHCSA, CKa3ad, YTO S HE B THEBE..." — pa3MBIILIATIA OHA, BBIXOAS M3 KapeTsl. E€ Taroruia sra
TAaMHCTBEHHOCTD, 3TA HEAOCKa3aHHOCTh. UTO ke CKpBIBAET OT HEE 3Ta HOBas (pperymHa?

... Tem BpemeHeM 3ocs, Terepb U3BECTHASI Kak AHAcTacus, CTosUla y OKHa, HaOmoas 3a Kape-
toil. Cepauie e€ OerieHo KonoTuiIock. HoBoe mosoxeHue, pocKollb, BHUIMAaHUE — BCE 9TO MbSHUIIO,
HO OILYIIEHUE XPYIIKOCTH, HEPEATBHOCTH ITPOMCXOALIETO HE IOKUJAIO €€ HA HA MUAHYTY.

—BOT-BOT 1 pyXHET 3aMOK U3 IECKa. .. — IPOLLIENTala OHa, TPUXKUMasi PyKH K IPyAH.

"Kak pacckazars e, Camon Llapuuie, o cBoen TaitHe ? MoxeT, mpu3HaThes BO BeéM? Kartonnuka
KaTOJIMYKY NOMMET!.." — MeJIbKHYJIa OTYasIHHAS MBICIIb.

Ta TyT ke npecekJia e€ BCIyX:

—Her, roBoputs Beityx 3T0ro He Haso. OHa npaBociIaBHas!

—Jlaxxe OprioBy He NPU3HAIOCH, — Iyrasch, B KOTOPBIHA pa3 cKa3as cede:

—OH MCTHUT XEHIIMHE, CTHOUT B TEMHMUIIE... — B3/IbIXas:

— OX, yX 3TOT KPECTUK

[MomHuTCH, B IETCTBE, OHA, 30Cs, Urpajia ¢ HUM. Toraa el ObUI0 OKOJIO ABYX JIET, MaTh Jajia
€ro, BCIIyX CKa3aB:

—Ha-ka, nourpaii ¢ Kpectom, ToJbKo He nuiu! Jocrana!
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Cocensim MaTh rOBOpUWIIA, YTO KpecT OT oTua. Mo, ToT ciyxui onpuuHukoM npu [lerpe. 1
MMs IeBOYKeE J1aJI1 ITpU KpenieHuu B yecTb Codun, cectpsl [lerpa. U Bce B 310 Bepuiu! Ha kpectuke,
IIEUCTBUTEIILHO, KJIEHMO POMaHOBEIX.

Hecmotps Ha To, 4TO BpeMs IPUTYIIMIIO OCTPOTY UYKUX B3IVISI0B, M OHA caMa IPUBbIKJIA K
CBOEH poJy, B IIIyOMHE MY OHA Bceraa octaBaiack [lerpoBoit JJouepsio, a He TPOCTO HACTIETHUTICH
ONPUYHHUKA.

OpHax/1pl, IOCTIe UCTIOBEM, KCeH/3 3aMeTHIT Ha €€ I1lee KPECT.

—OrtKyna oH y Te0s1?.. — CIIPOCHII OH.

Marsp oTBeTHB 3a HE€, Mocnelia cka3arb, 4YTo 3TO MoAapok OT oTia. C Tex Mnop CBAIIEHHUK
CTaJl YaCTBIM FOCTEM B UX JIOMe, BCerja MpUHOCS ¢ COO0M TOCTUHITBL.

...30cs, KoTOopas BTaiiHe Bcerja cuuTaia ceos 3oduert, rryooko B3goxHyna. OHa 3HaIa, 4To
ExareprHa o61agaeT oCTphIM yMOM U MIPOHUIATENILHOCTBIO. VIMIlepaTpuIia HaBepHsKA 3aMETUT eé
BOJIHEHME, €€ BHyTpeHHee cMsTeHue. [Ipunercs ObITh OCTOPOXXKHOM, TOBOPUTh HAMEKAMU, n30erast
NpsIMBIX OTBETOB. [ TaBHOE — HE BBIAATH CeOs.

JlBepu pacraxHyJuCh, U B KOMHaTy Bonuia Ekarepuna. E€ B3misn ObuT M3ydaronyMm, poOH3HU-
TeJIbHBIM. 30Cs C/iesajla PEeBEpaHC, CTapasiCh CKPBITh APOKb B KOJICHSX.

—Muouka!.. — npousHecna Exareprna, e€ rojoc ObUT MSTOK, HO B HEM YyBCTBOBAJIACh CTAIb,
B3/IbIXasl:

—OX, yX 3TOT KPeCTUK. ..

—Kak tam 1e0s, Anacracua?

—Pacckaxu MHe, 4TO CITy4rIoCh?

—Uro TeOs1 Tak TPEBOKUT?

3ocs nopHsIa rasza. B rmazax EkareprHsl oHa yBHeaa He THEB, a CKOpee, JTIOOOMBITCTBO H. . .
CouysctBre. MoxeT ObITh, BCE HE TaK YK U TI0X0? MokeT ObITh, OHA CMOXKET JIOBepuThes eii? Ho
CTpax, rTyO0OKO YKOPEHHUBIIIUICS B €€ Jiyliie, He 1aBaJl el Mpou3HeCTH HU ciioBa. OHa JIMIIb OMyCTHIa
rOJIOBY, YyBCTBYS1, KaK CJIE3bI NIOACTYNAIOT K IJ1a3aM.

—ToBopu, Anacracus!.. — moBropuia Ekatepuna, moaxoas Onvike U KJIaasi pyKy e Ha 1iedo:

—4 3mech, 4TOOBI IOMOYB TeOE!..

30cs nojiHsIIa TOJI0BY M IIOCMOTpENa B I71a3a UMIiepaTpuiie. B 3ToT MOMEHT oHa NOHSJA, YTO
Ho/mKHa pUcKHYTh. OHa JIOJKHA paccKas3aTh eil MpaBay, XOTsl Obl yacTh e€. MHaue 3TOT 3aMOK U3
recKka pyxHeT, norpeds e€ moja cBonMu odnmoMkamu. OHa cjenana ryOOKHMid BIOX M Havyaja TOBO-
PUTh, 3aIIMHASCH U MYTasACh B CJIOBAX, HO C KaKAbIM CIIOBOM UYBCTBYsl, KaK TSIKEJIbII IPy3 HEMHOTO
orcrynaer ot e€ cepria. Cynp0a e€ Obl1a B pyKax 3TOH KEHIIMHBI, U OHA Hajlesy1ach, uto ExarepuHa
CMOKET TIOHSITh U IPOCTUTD €€.
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KpecTuk Ha nepenyrbe

Exarepuna otoputa n3 MOCKBHI C TSDKENBIM ceprieM. JIIoOonbITcTBO GOpOIOCh € TPEBOTOH,
NpeIIyBCTBUE YEro-TO HeM30eKHOTro BUTANO B Bozayxe. Eil obemamm, 4to Be€ OymeT XopoIo, Mor,
HE CTOUT CEPbE3HO OTHOCUTBLCS K HENPOIIEHHON HOBOSBJIEHHOW JEBKE, HE CTOUT THEBATBCS, HO 3TU
CJIOBA 3BYYa/lv HEYOeqUTEIbHO.

3ocs1, AHactacus, Toxe Obuta B cMsiTeHnd. HoBoe mosiokeHue, KOTopoe OHa 3aHMMaJla, Kasa-
JIOCh €l XPYIIKMM, KaK 3aMOK W3 II€CKa, FTOTOBBI PYXHYTbh OT IIEPBOIO k€ JyHOBEHHs BeTpa. Kak
et ObiTh? OfuH U TOT ke Borpoc. OtBera HeT. Kak pacckaszarb 000 BceMm e, camoit Lapune? ITpu-
3Hatbesa? E€ mpobOupana nqpoxs. [IpedbiBast B qoragkax o Oymymiem, CHs Ha KpoBaTH, B KOTOPBIH pa3
OHa Tpo ceOs1 TBepAusIa Kak MaHTpy: "KaTonmmuka KaTonmmuky NOMMET!.." — Mmyrasicb CBOMX MbICTIEH,
TYT e TpeceKasi, ooopBaa ceOsi, yke BCIyX:

—Her, 3TOrO0 rOBOPUTH HENB3A.

Cobupas cebds BCIO B KyJIaK:

—Jlaxe aymarh 3alperaeTcs.

—OHa yxe npaBociaBHas!

—CrHout B TEMHHULEE.

Kak sxe Tspkena miiata, i, ObITh MOXKET, paciuiara 3a XpaHeHHe 3TOTO POJIOBUTOIO KPECTHKA.

30c4, BCTPENEHYBUINCH, CUASA Ha KPOBATH, BHIIIUIA U3 oLienieHeHuA. OHa yTépra cie3y, He 3aMe-
THUB, KaK KTO-TO BOLIEI.

10 6611 rpach Opros. Boiins, oH, MoTHpast pyKH, TOPKECTBEHHO MPOU3HEC:

—Bcé, ckopo BoleskaeMm B [letepOypr!

Mortozias KeHIlrHa, TOBOPUT, UTO OHA CBOEW MpaB/ibl HE U3MEHMT, He OouTtcs npeacrars [ler-
posoii Jlouepsio, 4To TPOH 3aHMMaeT He PomanoBa. 1 He HaJo €€ HU4YeM Iyrarh.

OpnoB pagyercs, NOHMMAas, YTO NEPE] HUM M BIIPSAMb HAcTosAIIas LapcKkas Kposb. Tak nep-
’KUTCS, TaK TOBOPUT. B BOJIHEHNH, OH IIPUCATAET €M B BEPHOCTH, KaK LapHIIe N0 KPOBU. 3aBepsis,
YTO Pa3ZIeNIUT C Hell U Med M OynaBy, TOBOPsI, YTO UAET 3 Heil 10 KOHIIA.

Ona 6narocnosinsier OpnoBa. Koncrarupys, uro I'ocnons siodut cupot. I'oBops, 4to pa3 oHa
— nous Iletpa, To, Oymer He mazs cedbs 60poThes 3a UMs B Mupy. Lleys Toro Tprkas B 100, 4yB-
CTBEHHO M TOpA0. DTO OBUIO TaK TOpXkecTBeHHO, 4To OproB 0OMsK. OHa ObUIa yBepeHa, uTo 3aBTpa
CTaHET HOBBIM (DABOPUTOM Y HOBOY LIAPULIBL.

...CTpaHMLIBl UCTOPUH JIMCTATIMCH B 3amajie MOJIHMEHOCHO: OpiioB OpocaeT K €€ HoraM CBOE
6orarctBo. OnieBaeT, ykpalaeT BCeMH U3bICKAMHU U3 CBOETO CYHJIYKa.

Amnacracus — HAPULIA. B nyme oHa Hageercs, yro Benukas Magam e€ nmoMMET, U OHA el
noHpaBuTcs. OHU BABOEM C Hell OKa3bIBalOTCA. .. [1o MpoHMU cynpObl B 3amajiHe.

AnpioTaHT, cOMM3MBIIMCH ¢ AHactacuel, npusHaércs, uyto Buaut B Heit HOBYIO PYCb, u
Oyner paj eil moMo4b. AHAcCTacus, C TPEBOTOH yiblOaeTcsi, TOBOPHT, YTO OyJeT paaa MPUHSTH ero
ydactue, kak goir [Jomy PomanoBeix. O6erast BOZHarpaauTh MO-HAPCKH, yXKe 32 TIOMOIIb 1 BHUMA-
Hue. Tor oT He€ B BocTopre.

AmHacracus BUANT, 4TO BO3JEUCTBYET Ha yMbl. OHa MOBEpPraeT cepaua. A 310 JOIMYCKAET OHO,
YTO OHA HE JITYHBA.

Jixenpunuecca noenet ¢ HamepenueM: bbITb! 3naunt! Hazan noporu Her.

OmHa ezieT He ¢ JIOKBIO, a ¢ Bepoil. Bepoii B jierenay, B KpecT, B cBOI0 cynp0y. OHa eziet, YToObI
cTaTh TOM, KeM Bceraa meurtana ObiTh — [Jouepsio Ilerpa. Ilycts 310 Oe3ymue.

...B 3umHem aBoplie apuiia rHETyIas TUIIMHA, HapyIlaeMas JIMIIb THXUM TUKaHbEM YacoB.
Wmnieparpuiia cuzena y OKHa, BUISIbIBAsCh B CyMpak HeTepOyprckoi Hour. B mamsiti BeruibiBanm
nuIa, cOOBITUS, pelieHns], KakI0e U3 KOTOPhIX OCTaBIJIO CBOW OTMevyatok Ha e€ cyapOe. Cepmue
HBUIO OT HEBBICKA3aHHBIX CJIOB, OT TaliH, KOTOpbIE OHa HOCKJIA B cebe. B rosoBe pomsich MbICan o
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MIPOIIIOM, O JIIOOBM U TpeaTesibCTBe, O BIACTH U OfuHOUYecTBe. OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa MPUOIMKEHUE
Yero-To Heu30eKHOT0, Yero-To, YTO JIOJKHO ObLIO CITYYUThCS.
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Exarepuna xkaét

[lapckue HOYM MPOLIUTH B TPEBOTaX, OHM CIOBHO BSI3KOE, JAYIIHOE OOJIOTO, 3aTsArMBaloliee B
ce0s BociomuHanus. [lepes rmazamu ExkatepuHbl TPOHOCKIIUCH TO/IBI, KaK KaJpbl CTApOro, BbILBET-
mero KuHo. OprnoB. .. OquH, apyroi. .. AX, ['puina! Hacrosiiast moOoBb, Takast, Kakoil yMeeT II0OUTh
TOJIBKO OHa, ExkarepuHa.

Haxe ceituac, Korjaa cepALe CKMMaJIoch OT yMEPILIMX YyBCTB, OHA HE MOIJIa IPOM3HECTH BCIIYX,
4TO OH — moyienl. besymMHas cTpacTp, 4TO OXBaTHia €€, Obljla CHIIbHEE BCSKMX yCJIOBHOCTe. OHa
XOTeJsa, U pofuia OT HEro, KpacaBuuka IoHua, 1 anib nosxke [asia. ..

...Kak Buepa... OHa poxaia, oTpeKkajiach, OTAABaja CbIHA €r0 OTIy, CTOSBIIEMY 3a JBEPBIO.
ToT CJIOBHO XUIIHUK, ObLT TOTOB MOIJIOTUTH A00bI4y. I'puropuit OproB 3a0pan MiajgeHIa, a oBU-
TyXe MpHUKa3aJl BCEM 'OBOPUTH, YTO MAJbUMK YMEP NPH poAax. Yrpoxkai BCeM, KTO IMOCMEET IPO-
ropoputhcsl. He mait Bor, komy-HUOyb ckaszath u eii, Ekartepune — yober! HUKTO He NOIKeH mpu
*u3H1 Exatepunsl y3HaTh 00 9TOM. TaiiHa 1op ceMbio 3aMKaMu, HOrpeOEHHas O] TOJIIEH TBOPLIO-
BBIX UHTPUT Y TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX Jei1. EkateprHa, ToXe BEpuia, 4To CbIH MEPTB.

19



C. Mopnap. «TaifHa aBaHTIOPUCTKI»

Ilapckue TpeBoru

Hapuua Bees Pycu, BcE€ ke rae-to, Kak-TO JOITyCKajla, Kak TaKOBOE, LIAPCKOE POACTBO C
"HoBeHbKOH''. BceM noctynurcs, HO He TpoHOM. Pych — e€ Ponuna! U oHa pycckas no ayxy, 10 Mo3ra
kocred. He nait bor nartu npotus He€ BOMHOM !

Ona u ectb — Pycs! B nyrie vmmneparpuiibl, paBUTEIbHUIBI OTPOMHOM JIepXkKaBbl, OyilieBaia
Oyps1. Mbiciu o mipecrorie, o cyapoe Poccuu, 0 ToM, KTO JOCTOMH HOCUTB IIAPCKYIO KPOBb, HE JaBajIn
eit mokosi. OHa roToBa ObljTa MOKEPTBOBATh MHOTMM, HO TPOH, CUMBOJI €€ BJIACTH M OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
niepe; HapojioM, ObUT HEMPUKOCHOBeHeH. E€ cepanie mpuHaiexano Poccun, e€ ayx ObLT pycCKUM
10 ryOuHsl aymu. JIo0oid, KTO OCMENUTCS MOCSITHYTh HA €€ CTpaHy, CTONKHETCS C €€ HeyMOJIMMOM
BOJIEH.

Oma npusHaBasiach cede, uTo paau Poccru He TOIMaIuT HUKOTO, JTaKe TeX, KTO ObLT eid OJT30K.
Ecnu ke 3Ta nonbckasi MOJOfIKa, MpeTeHAyIolas Ha [IapcKoe MPOUCXOKAeHUe, He OyIeT yrpoxarb
TPOHY, TO e€ xkJET OorarcTBo. Cama Poccust mpusBaiia e€ crarh Hapuiiel, ¥ OHa MPUHsIA 3TO Opems
¢ TOTOBHOCTBI0. C 3THIM pellieHrEM MPUIIUIO OOJIerYeHue.

BHe3anHo, THIIMHY HapylIuI OCTOPOXKHBIN CTYK B ABepb. Bomén kHA3b ['onuibH, 3acTaBuB
MMIIEpATpUIly B3AporHyTh. OHa ucCIyranach, YT0 OH MOI' YCJIBIIIATh €€ BHYTPEHHUI MOHOJIOTL, €€
COMHEHHUsI U cTpaxu. Beb B MPUABOPHBIX MHTPUrax KakAblid TOTOB ObLI BHIBEPHYTbh HAW3HAHKY
yyxue TaiHbl. OHa MOHUMaUIa, YTO HApCKasi )KU3Hb — 3TO HE CIAAKUAN MEJL, 2 CKOpee ropbKasi ropuulia,
1 e€ Ku3Hb ObUIA HAa BUJY Y BCeX, CIIOBHO B cTeKJIssHHON OaHke. Ho Exarepuna permia cTosTh /10
KOHIIa, HE CIaBasiCh Nepesl TPYIHOCTSAMMU.

OHa cupzena, norpy3uB HOTM B Ta3 C COJIEBBIM PACTBOPOM, IBITAsICh CHATh OTEKU. [ OIMIIbIH
HEPELIUTEIbHO TONTAJICS Y IOPOra, TYT K€ 32 HUM NoKa3ajicad U PazyMoBCKui.

PazymoBcku, *kenasi yronuTh, OCOBETOBAI €M MUTh MOJIOKO C COJIBIO Il CHATHSI OTEKOB.
EkarepuHa xe, ¢ HOTKOH SI3BUTEIBHOCTH B TOJIOCE, OTBETHJIA, YTO HUYETO HE IOMOTraeT, IOTOMY 4TO
OHa BCSI HA HepBax. 3aTeM OHa 00paTuiIach K [ONUIIBIHY, OPYYHUB €My pa300paThcs C TOM IEBKOM,
KoTOpyto nputammi OpJioB, U KOTOpas, MO CJIOBaM OIATh k€ TOM, UMEET LAPCKYI0 KpoBb. B 3TOT
MoMeHT Bomen u cam OpioB. ExkatepuHa norpedoBaa OT HEro Mpu3HaHUs B TOM, YTO Ta — MMOJCTaB-
Has. Ha BcAku# ciyyvaii oHa npeaynpeansia ero 0 BO3MOXHBIX NOCIEACTBUSX.

OpJioB, ¢ UCITyTOM B I71a3ax, Misas Ha [onuipiHa, TpU3HAJICA, YTO Ty €My MPEICTaBUJ alb-
I0TaHT, HarJs €€ B KoHcTanTuHOMoNe. BCE, 4To OH 3HaN, 3TO Mo €€ HaTeNlIbHbI KpecT. bosblie oH
HUYEro He MOr JI00aBUTh, BIpOUYeM, Kak U yoaBuTh. [IpaBaa, kak oH ckazai, cBsata. Kpecr Ilerpa!

Exarepuna, puHsIB pelieHve, oiryTiia ceOs BepmutenbauIei cyned. C UrpuBOf yCMEIIKOi
OKHMHYB B3IVIs1JOM IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, OHA OCTaHOBWJIACh Ha OpsioBe, MPOXKUras €ro B3MIsI0M, Ipo-
[urena:

—OmHo paayeT — Ha TeOs1 OHa He OyeT Mmoxoxa!

BnesarHas mpaBaa oOpymmiack Ha He€, Kak nomeurHa. OkasbiBaeTcsl, HeKast 0a0€HKa cocTo-
sita B cBsizu ¢ PomaHOBBIM 1 MoHecna pe6énka. Tenepb Exkateprna Obia BRIHYXIEHA, HECMOTPST HU
Ha 4TO, HAWTH OTBET: UTO JeJaTh C 3TOM NoJistukoi? Benb e Tak He XoueTcst MpOoCIIbITh "Youinein'...

E€ Tep3anu comHenus. PasymoBckuil, BUs €€ AyIIEBHbIE CTPAAAHNUS, IPUILIET HA TIOMOIILb!

—CHauana HykHO NPUHSATh, PACCMOTPETh. A MOTOM..." — CKa3aJl OH, HaMeKasl Ha JaJIbHeHIIe
NENCTBUS.

Exkatepuna Bcityx nojesnuiiach TeM, 4to OecejoBaja co ctapoit HsiHbkol Enuzasetsl. Hamékamu
paccripaiivBaia 0 Kpecre, M Ta NpU3Hajiach, 4To, MOJI, TOT Ipomal 3a noiaroga 1o cmeprtu llerpa.
Wckanu Be3ne, HO He HaLIM. BOsUTUCh, YTO JIEBKU NPUAAAYT 3TO OIJIACKe, M Yy KaKOH-HUOYIb U3
HUX OH 00bsiBUTCA. Kpect morkeH ObuT octathest EnnzaBerte, nepexoms U3 MOKOJICHUS B TIOKOJICHUE.
[Totom, neckarb, NIpUAETCA CYAUTHCSA U PSIAUATHCA C HUMH.
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Kpecr — npsimoe fnoka3atenbcTBO Mpu3HaHUs. EnnzaBera Oeperiia pof, Kak 3eHuIly oka. Ecium
KTO-JIMOO YIIOMUHAJ O HAPCKUX JIETSX, TO TYT ke MaTb M JUTS cakayu B TeMHUIly. HsiHbKa ckazana,
YTO 3Ty, BUIUMO, IPOCMOTpETIA.

[apuia pemmna, 4To el HeoOXOIUMO TMOfIEPKATh B pPyKax KpecT POMaHOBBIX, a TaM Y& CYAUTb
Ja pSAAUTH — OBITH TOW JieBYysie PoMaHoBoM i Het?! Benyx mobaBuna:

—4 npapny mo6mo B JIoasax !

—3TO caMoe IJIaBHOE /1J151 MeHs !

—Cynurtb O6yny, kak LTAPULIA!

Keécrko:

—XenmuHoii nepes Hell He MpeAcTaHy !

Ona kuBHyna [onuipiHy, BesieB eMy ""Ha IbIOBI IOMHATHCA", HO MpaB.bl 1o3HAThCs. TOT yna-
nwics, odernasi, yTo BcE OyeT Tak, Kak XOueT ero Iapuiia.

Tyt xe Exarepuna oOparunack Kk OproBy, MOABOAS UTOT CKa3aHHOMY: BEpPHOCTh OH OOs3aH
XPaHWTh €H, a He MOJIbCKOM AeBke. OHa TOCMOTPUT, YTO U Kak. OOBbsABUIIA, UTO 3aBTpa OyIeT OcMaT-
pUBaTh POIHIO.

OproB BbILLIEN OT HEE BECh B MOTY. B rosose cryyasno: "3auem BBs3ascs B urpy? Beap cruour,
HE MPOCTUT".

Ero agplotanT npeObiBaj B MyKax: 3a4eM OH TorJa B Kabake oOpaThi BHUMaHue Ha 30CIo,
BTSHYJI, U €, 1 ceds1 B 3Ty urpy? Cupena Obl ceituac B KoHcTaHTHHOMONE, Be/ib Ta elE JOCTATOYHO
MoJIoa.
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Taitna mapckoro kpecra

Houb BbIIAJIaCh HECTIOKOWHOM, MOJTHOW TMpenayBcTBHiA. COH He MET TeM, YbH CYIbObI ObLIH
TECHO CBSI3aHbl TAWHOM, OKYyThIBaloIel ocoOy Iapckoy KpoBu. He npemasia u crapasi HsiHsI, €€ MOp-
IIMHUCTBIE MaJIblibl OECIIOKOWHO Mepedupalii Kpaid BBIIIUTOTO IJIATKA.

['psimymmii aeHp oOeman CTaTh MEpeJIOMHBIM, U €ro Tpsiiyliasi TSKeCTh JTaBujia Ha Tpy/ib,
CJIOBHO HATEJIbHBI KPECT, KOTOPBI HOCKJIa AHACTacHsl, HO KOTOPBIH, Ka3aJiock, yxke He Obl1 e€. OH
OIIYIIAJICS IyXKUM, YKOPSIIOIIIMM, CUMBOJIOM IPOIACTH, KOTOpasi pa3Bep3/iach CIUIIKOM TTyOOKO.
OO6parHoro myTu He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO.

VTpeHHuii TyMaH OOBOJIAKMBAJT CTEHBI JIBOpIIA, Korja AHacracus, OnefaHas, ¢ rjia3aMu, MoJ-
HBIMU HEBBICKA3aHHOW CKOpOM, mofHsiIack. Hapsa, moguépkuBaionmii e€ MpupogHOe BeIuvue,
Kazaics Ha Hell uyxkuM. OHa ObUla LApuUIeld, KpacaBULIEH, HO JIEASTHOUW, JUMKUI CTpax He JaBall
nokos1. ['/poMKO OKJIMKHYB agbloTanTa OpioBa, OHa 3asBUJIa O CBOEM TOTOBHOCTU K 0Tbe31y. OpIioB,
OJIHAKO, OTKA3aJiCsl pa3/ie/iuTh C HEll KapeTy, ero B3MIsi ObUI MOJIOH HEBBICKA3aHHOTO MOHUMAaHUS,
WJIU, BO3MOXHO, IPEOCTEPEKEHHMS.

[TpubsiTue Bo nBopel; Exatepunbl cocTosiioch Ha 3ape. OpiioB yke HaXOQUICS TaM, B TIOKOSIX
VMMIIEPATPHULIbI, HO HE BbIIIEN HaBCTpedy. BMmecTo 3Toro on nocnan ciayry. Ekarepuna, oxBaueHHas
TPEBOrOM M BOJTHEHUEM, *k[1aJ1a MMOSABJIEHUS CBOEU conepHULIbl. Kax/iplii 3BYK Y JBEPU 3aCTaBIIsI €€
cep/le 3aMUpaTh.

Haxkonen, pazpancs cryk. Pe3kuit, BnacTHblil KpUK ExaTepuHbl OCTAHOBUII BCEX Y IBEPH.

—Ilonpoty 3aiiTH, TOJBKO €€ OHY !

—OcraspHbie!.. — rosoc e€ coppasics Ha (pajbLET:

—Bce nomm BOH!

Ekatepuna c TpeBoroil HaOmoa1a 32 TeM, Kak B KOMHATY HECHIBIIIHO CTYMAET MOJIOAAs! KEeH-
muHa. HecMoTpst Ha cOOCTBEHHOE BOJTHEHHE, OHA HE MOTJIa He OTMETHUTBD €€ U3AIIECTBO B CTOJIb CYJlb-
OOHOCHBIIT MOMEHT. B e€ oOnvke, B TOHKUX YepTax Jinia, EkarepuHe BUIENOCh YTO-TO HEYJIOBUMO
3HAKOMOE, KaK CJIEICTBUE TPEBOKHOIO HABAXKACHUS — JACUCTBUTENBHO HanoMuHawouee Jluzky. He
JKeJast CIyTHYTh TOCTBIO VUTH YCITBIIIAT JIOKb, EKaTeprHa MovyBCTBOBaJA, KaK B HEW MPOOYKIaeTcs
HEYTO MATEPUHCKOE.

—BbsI, Mustouka... — Hauana ExkarepuHa, crapasch CMATYUTh CBOU TOJIOC:

—Ilo-npexxHemMy HacTauBaeTe, YTO Bbl LIAPCKUX KPOBEW?

Omna npuOIU3MIach, MPUCTATIBHO PA3IIISIbIBAsl KPECTUK, MOKOUBIIMICS HA TPy AHACTaCHU.

—MU BcE ke, ckaxuTe OTKyJa OH Yy Bac?.. — cipammBas, DIisAsA IpsMO B JIUIIO:

—Hamum rae-To uim ke KTo-To OTAan?..— TYT ke T00aBJIssA C HAKMMOM:

—I oBopure npasay!

—IlokaxuTte Kpecr!

—Ilepen Bamu Hapuua!

—Ekarepuna Bropas!

Kusxkna TapakaHoBa He BbIKa3blBasla HM Majieiiero crpaxa. CriokoHo okuHyB Exkarepuny
B3IJIS1I0M, OHA OLIEHMBAJIA €€ ¢ TOJI0BbI 10 HOT. [lepes Hell cTos1a MoJIHAas KEeHIMHA, BHEIIIHE TO/IUB-
11asicsl e B MaTepH, XOTs 10 BO3PACTy OHH, CKOpee BCero, ObUTM POBECHUIIAMH. JTa MbIC/Ib ITPUAAa
KHSKHE yBepeHHOCTH. B3risan Anacracuu 3actaBui ExkarepuHy rnouyBcTBoBaTh ceOsi HeyloTHO. 1o
CIIMHe MpoOeskas XomoAoK. OHa MOHSIIA, YTO TOT Pa3roBOp Oy/IeT HEMPOCTHIM, UTO Mepe]] Hel CTOUT
CWJIbHBIN POTHUBHUK.

KHsxHa cHsla KpecTHK ¥ poTsiHyIia ero Exarepune. B3ss ykpamenue, Exarepuna yoeaunach
B €r0 MOJJMHHOCTA — Ha KPECTE CTOSIIO KJIEUMO.
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HUcnbiTanue 6J1aroqaTbhio

B npocropHoii kOMHaTe, 00Jau€HHAs B CKPOMHOE, HO O€3yNpeyHO YMCTOe IUIaThe, CTOsIa
Kuspxna. TpeBora, 00bI9HO OMpayaBIias e€ B3IJIs, YCTYIHIa MECTO CTPAHHOMY, YMUPOTBOPEHHOMY
cussHMo. OHa NOJHANA PYKH, CJIOBHO ITPUBETCTBYS HEBUAUMOE IIPUCYTCTBUE, U €€ YUCTBIN, 3BOHKUI
rOJIOC HAIIOJIHWJI ITPOCTPAHCTBO:

—DbBnaronapio Te6s, ['ocrionu Otelt, 32 gap ku3HU!

—Dbnaronapio Moux poauTeneii 3a ux Oe3rpaHuYHYIO JII0OOBB, U 32 TO, YTO JAPOBATM MHE 3Ty
KH3HB!

—MU 3a napckyio KpoBb, UTO TEYET B MOMX KHJIaX !

—Bcg, uTo 4 nepexuia, Bce FOpecTy U UCIIBITAHU S IIPOLLIJIOTO, U AaXe TO, YTO TEPILIIO cervac
— BCE 3TO ObLJIO JIMIIb CTYIEHBIO.

—CTyneHbIo K MPOIIEHUIO U K BEJIMKOW OJIaroAaTv, YTO HUCXOJUT Ha MEHsI HbIHE.

Exarepuna, HaOmonaBIas 3a Hel, BHE3AITHO OUYBCTBOBAIA, KaK TOYBA YXOAUT M3-TO] HOT.
CnabocTh OXBaTHIa €€ TeNO, KOJIEHH MOIOTHYJIMCh, PHUCEB Ha ONVIKANIINIA CTYJI, OHA €[1Ba CIIBIIIHO
IIPOX pUIIENA:

—YTO-TO MPOUCXOAUT C MOEM T'OJIOBOH ...

XBarasi pTOM BO3[IyX:

—Mm HorM noaBoOAAT.

—He nonunmaro.

Ona npucTanbHO BIVIAJEIACH B KHSKHY, IBITASACH YIIOBUTh XOTh MAJICHIIYIO (DAJIbIIb:

—A MaMeHbKa TBOsI, 3HaUMT, Obula Xopoma?

—II&rp 6bL1 pazdopuuB.

—C Kkaxoi-H1OY/Ib KOPSABOI OH OBI B TIOCTEJNb HE JIET.

KHspxHa yabI0HYIaCh, ¥ B 9TOH YJIBIOKE OBLIO CTOJIBKO MCKPEHHOCTH, UTo EkateprHe craio emg
XyXe.

Ta napupoBana:

—Mos mamenbka Obl1a npekpacHa, Baie Benuectso.

—He TosIBKO BHEIIHE, HO U TyHION.

—Omna smo6una [lerpa, gaxke Ha PacCTOSIHUM, MOJIMJIACH 32 HETO, JTI00SI.

—Eg cepnue ObLIO MOJTHO HEKHOCTH U MPEJAHHOCTH.

3ameTuB Jpoxkb B pykax ExaTepuHbl, KHsKHA BIPYr OCO3HAJA, IJe HaXOAUTCA. DTO ObLT He
gonpoc, He cyll. OHa nepeseia B3IV ¢ EKaTepruHbl Ha CBOM PyKH, CJIOBHO IPOBEPSIS UX PEATIBHOCTD.

ExarepuHa, npITasich yHATh IpOXb B AyIlle, IpOLIeNTaa ceoe:

—Heyxenu, nepeno mHou crout noys Ierpa?

—I'naza n ymm He JryT.

— 310 abcypn!.. — oHa MoAHsAA B3I Ha KHSKHY U CIIPOCUIIA B JI0O:

—TIlouemy xe Tl He coIvIacKIIaCh IPEACTATh NIEPENO MHOM Kak 104b Enuzasersi?

—310 6BLIO OB KyJJa peaTMCTUYHEE.

—Aunekceir Op/ioB UMEHHO Tak TeOsl PEeACTaBIISIL.

—MHcnyranace conrars?

KHskHa CITOKOMHO OTBETMIIA!

—UYyxoe ums! CteiiHO Ha ceOst Opath!

—Jla 1 KOpBICTH HET HUKAKOM.

—S — nous Ilerpa Benukoro, 1 MHe HE CTBIIHO B 9TOM IPU3HABATHCS.

Exarepuna 1nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK CJIOBA KHSDKHBI, CIIOBHO IUIEBOK, 000XKIIM e€. OHa MpHHsIa
3TO Kak (haKT, KaK HOBYIO, HEKeJlaHHYI0 UCTUHY: KpecT, nelicTBUTeNbHO, MeeT MecTO ObITh... Llap-
ckuit! U TyT ke Kak HeoOpaTUMOe ITPOHECTIOCH B €€ roJIoBe: DTa MOJbKa, 3Ta "HUKTO", KaK OHA MOIJIa
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MOJTy4UTh Takol KpecT? OHa He Bepuia HU €JUHOMY CJIOBY, MOJIarasich Ha CBOMl BHYTPEHHUH IoJoc,
KOTOPBII HUKOI/1A €€ HE TOJBOANIL.

—4 naio Bam Bpems !..— mpousHeciia Ekatepuna, e€ rojoc craj KECTKUM:

—Ho nenagonro.

—ITIpomraiite!

—Bac npoognsr!

B stoT MOMeHT B KoMHaty Bouu Asekceid OpioB u Kupuiin PasymoBckuil. Kaxaplil u3 Hux,
Ka3aJI0Ch, kJ1aJl YETO-TO CBOETO, YEro He 3HaJl HUKTO.

Exarepuna oOparunack k OproBy:

—OTtmpaBbTe 3Ty JaMy B CCBUIKY, [0, JOMAILIHUI apecT.

CraHOoBSICb KAMEHHbIM M3BAasTHUEM IIPABOCYAHUS:

—A mnoka PazymoBckuii OyaeT komarbcsi B Oymarax, UCKaTh APCKUA CJiefl, KHs3b [ OMUIIbIH
3alMETCS JO3HAHUEM.

Amnacracus, ycibllliaB 0 JOMAIIHEM apecTe, He CMOIJIa cepXkarh ceds. Buiesxkas u3 qBopua,
OHa BBIIUIA U3-TIOJ] CAMOKOHTpPOJIA. E€ KpUK pa3HEccs 1Mo BCceil OKpyre:

— 1 - POMAHOBA!

E€ coBa npuBiekay BHUMaHUE MPOCTBIX JIIOJEW, KPECTbsIH, MPOXOAUBIIMX MUMO. OHa KpH-
Yajia UM, yMOJIsila O TIOMOIIM, Ha3biBasi ceOst HacTosmel napureil. B e€ rmazax ropen oronb oryasi-
HUS ¥ HETIOKOJIEOMMOW Bepbl B CBOIO TIPaBOTY. [710Tast cié3pl, OHa, MIENOTOM Hariesla MaHTpYy:

A b1, Mansi Bcé k 1oub [lerpa

W npaBna B cepane, Kak UCKpa

He 3ocs Tv1 Ha camom fesie—

[Mapuiia TBI—XU3Hb — KapyceJiu.

7KvBHU B 1JIEHY CBOEI1 MEUTHI

B nieny y npaBapl, a He JIKU

B Gobimioit urpe, re JI0kb U O1ecK

Hecu Tsoxénpiii— 00Xuii KpecT.
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Tenr PoMaHOBBIX

5o Bpems1. Cityxu, CIIOBHO SIIOBUTHIH TLTIONI, OOBMBAIM AHACTACHIO, TPOHUKAS B CaMble TEM-
HBIE YTOJIKM JBOPLIOBBIX KOpuaopoB. III€nor npespammaincs B pornot. E€, Hekorga ropayio v CTaTHyIo
KHSDKHY, Teriepb xkajenu. JKanenu, Ho u 0osmmck. 1 3T0T crpax, Kak rpuOoK, poc Ha Ila3ax, uTae-
MBIl Hen3BecTHOCTBIO. 1o npukasy ['onuipiHa, 6e3 JIMIIHUX LEpEeMOHUI, €€ OTIIPaBUIM B Ka3emar.

ExarepuHa, ub€ cepaiie ObUIO 3aKaJICHO MHTPUTaMH M IOJO3PEHHUSIMU, HE BEpIJIa HA €MHOMY
CJIOBY AHacTacuy.

—B kpenocts!.. — mpo3Byyan €€ mpukas.

W xonoznHble CTEHBI TEMHMIBI NPUHSUIA HOBYIO y3HHULy. HO cTpax, 3TOT HeyloBUMBINM Bpar,
HavaJl Tep3aTb ¥ caMy umreparpuiy. Yro, eciau 3ta nonbka — aerucreuteabHo Pomanosa?! Yro, ecnu
e€ mosiBJieHue — JIMIIb NPeABECTHUK Oypu, KoTopas cMeTer, u e€, Exkarepuny, ¢ Tpona?! Hapon,
YYBCTBYsl HaJIBUTAIOLIYIOCA I'PO3Y, 3aTall AblxaHue. Bee xnanm pasBsas3Ku.

Bpems TekJ10 MeJIEHHO, HAITOJTHEHHOE CBIPOCTHIO, TEMHOTOM U IIOPOXOM KpbIc. Kazemar e
TOIIEN Ha Nonb3y AHactacuu. E€ nyx, HeKkoria HecoK pylIMMBIi, Hayas yracath. EkatepuHa, HaOmo-
Jas 3a 3TUM IaJIEHUEM, MCIBITHIBAJIA CTPAHHOE YIOBJIETBOPEHHE. Pa3yMOBCKUH, TEM BpPEMEHEM,
TILETHO PBUICS B OyMarax, IbITasiCh HAlTH XOTh KAKOE-TO JOKA3aTeIbCTBO BUHBI MJIM1 HEBUHOBHOCTH.
TonuupiH BEN 103HaHKE, €ro JIMIO CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE 00JIee U3MYUEHHBIM.

I'pad A. OpioB, Ha3HAYEHHBIN HAA3UPATh 34 KHAKHOW, IPOHUKAJICS K HEW YyBCTBAMHU, KOTO-
pble BBIXOAWJIM 32 pamMKu jgoira. CocTpajaHue nepepactaio B HeuTo OoJibliiee, rpaHuyalliee ¢ Jiooo-
BBIO.

Bcex myums oguH BOMpOC, OIHAa MBICIIb, OHAa UPOHUsS CyAbObl: YUTO, ecim 3Ta MoJbKa, BO3-
MOHO, HEBUHHAs, IOCTPAIaeT U3-32 BOZMOXKHOIO poacrea? OpsoB He cnai. B tuimze cBoel KoM-
HAaThl OH BCITyX MPHU3HABAJICs cede:

—ITpuBE3 6abEHKY HaA MTOTHOETD. . .

Amnacracus, 3aJpIXasAch OT CTpaxa, HenTaja:

—Heyxem noru6enp HAAET MeHs 31ech?

[omuupia ObUT Ha rpanu cpbiBa. OH ObLT yoexknéH: Kuskna — nous [lerpa. VckpeHHe xainen
HOJISTYKY, KOTOPYIO, KaK OH CUMTaJI, HECITPABEJIMBO OPOCHIIN B 9Ty OE31HY.
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OcraBaJioch ABa MOCJeJHUX JTHS

B TyckJioM cBeTE KOMOPKH, /i€ LAPUII OJYMpaK U CMpaJl, MOsSBUIACh (PUrypa, KOHTPacTUpy-
1o11asi ¢ yOorocTblo oKpykeHusi. EkarepuHa, 001au€HHast B pOCKOIIIHBIN OapXar, pacIIuThiid 30JI0TOM,
CTynuja Ha Tpsa3Hbli non. [lepen Hel, B Xaoce U Tpsizu, METANUCh IPyrue KeHIIUHbI, UX BUJ ObLI
Janek ot npuwinuni. Cpeay HUX, pacTpEnaHHas U UCTIAuKaHHAs!, C MEPTBOM KPBICOW B pyKe, CTOsLIa
Amnacracusi.

Nmneparpuiia, ¢ e1Ba 3aMETHOI, HO SI3BUTEILHON YCMEIIIKOM, 0OpaTHiiach K HEil:

—Ilocmotpure Ha cebs!

—Heyxenu 310 1OCTOMHBINA 00MUK ?

—Bcnomaure Otra!

—OH OBl HE OCTaBUJI TAKOE Oe3 HaKa3aHK!

Amnacracusi, coOpaB OCTaTKU CHJI, IOMHsUIA B3I Ha Exarepuny. B e€ miazax, HecMOTpsi Ha
M3MOXKJIEHHOCTb, MeJIbKHY/Ia UCKpa. OHa 3Hajla UCTUHY, 3HaJla, YTO Nepel Hell HE3aKOHHAs MpaBU-
TEJIbHUIIA, & CAMO3BaHKa. JTO 3HAHUE CTAJIO €€ OMOPOM.

—4 nomHIO, 4bs 5 10Yb!.. — IPOU3HEC/A OHA, U B €€ r0JI0Ce, HECMOTPSI HA BHELIHIOK MOKOP-
HOCTb, 3ByYaJa CTaJlb:

—4 He oTpekaioch OT cBOero ormal

—MU nycte Bam, EkareprHa, Balll HaTeJIbHbI KPECT CTAaHET YKOPOM !

—4 npora Bam capkasm, Magam.

—Ho Tam, HaBepxy, BaM 3TOro He MPOCTHT.

—I ocnoap HE NPOCTHUT Bac. ..

B sror momenT nepen ExarepuHoii Bo3HUK nipuspak. O6pa3 Ilerpa, sxuBoro u rpozHoro. OH,
Ka3aJ10Ch, CKUMAJI KYJIaK, U U3 €ro YCT MPO3ByYala yrpo3a:

—He tporaii Moo 104b!

Exarepuny oxBartu JieneHsmmii yxac. E€ Opocuiio B xap, crano ngypHo. C UCITyroM OHa Ipo-
[renTasia:

—bBoxe, cTOUT N €€ HaKa3bIBaTh?

B 3TOT MOMEHT B €€ 171a3ax yxe pasropajach pelIMMOCTb. YBEPEHHAsl B CBOEW MPABOTE, OHA
MPOU3HECA:

—Crour! /I e€ xa3HIO!
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KpoBaBoe nsiTHO Ha KpecTe

B tecHoi1, mponaxiiei ChIpOCThIO M CTPAXOM KOMHATKE, T7ie OOBIYHO apyJla THETYINAs TUIINHA,
CEroJHs MPOM301LIO HeuTo MHoe. KHsikHa, 0ObIYHO poOKast U MyriiMBas, U3/ydana Tenepb JIeIsiHoe
criokorictBre. E€ r1asa, 0ObIYHO MOTYIUIEHHbIE, TOPEJN CTPAHHBIM, TIOTYCTOPOHHUM OTHEM.

—3TOI HOYBIO MHE IIPUCHUJICS COH...— IIPOU3HECIIA OHA TUXUM, HO TBEPIBIM I'OJIOCOM, KOTO-
PpblIii 3Bydas Kak IIPUTOBOP.

—Bb1 yObéTe MeHsl.

—41 3apanee npolan BaM 3TOT Ipex.

—Ho Bam npuaércs HecTu TsKKOe Opemsl.

—5$1 cTaHy BallIMM KPOBaBbIM IIAITHOM, Oy/y IBJIATHCS MO HOYaM, OOBUHSSI B CMEPTHBIX Ipexax.

—MBHe ObLJT0 CKa3aHO CBHIIIE, YTO Bbl, Marymka — Benvkast rpersuna.

—3a Bauiell CMHOM MHOXECTBO KU3HEHN, MOT'Y IIEPEUUCIIUT. . ..

—OpHa n3 Hux Ennzasera. ..

—Ban cyn em€ Bnepeau!

—A ceyac Bbl pa3KUraere KOCTep. ..

ExarepuHa, ycpliaB 3TH CJIOBa, TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, Kak MOJ] HOraMu pasep3aercs OezaHa. OHa
eBa He MoTepsila CO3HAHUE, HO, COOpaB MOCJIEAHNE CHIIbI, YCTOSIA, BUCTIMBIINCH B HAIBIIEHHYIO
TKaHb CBOETO IJIaThsl. BHYyTpEHHNI OTOHB, O KOTOPOM FOBOPWJIA KHS)KHA, IEUCTBUTENIBHO pa3ropasics
B HEH, 00XuUras 0 CaMBIX KOCTEH.

—laiite MHe KpecT!.. — IPOXpHUIIEsa OHA, TPOTATMBas APOKALIYIO PYKY:

—4 nocraeimo yciosue.

—Ecau oH Gyner XonoaHbIM, S TYT e OTIYLIy Bac, HaIJIylo IEBKY !

KHspkHa, ¢ SIBHBIM OTBpaIlleHHEeM, TIPOTSIHYA el HeOOBIIOi epeBIHHBIN KPECTUK C cepeod-
psHbIM pacnstieM. EkareprHa cxaia ero B jafoHH. OH ObuUT TEIUIBIM. O0eryeHue, CMelIaHHoe C
JIeASTHBIM yKacoM, okaTuiio e€. "Bceé, JleBka, Tede MoAmnrcaH CMEepPTHBIHA PUroBop!.. — Mogymasa oHa
C MpauHOM TOPKECTBEHHOCTHIO, — KpecT Tede He momor!"

Mornua, He 44 Ha KHsokHY, ExareprHa BepHynna kpecT. OHa BbIlLUIa U3 KOMHATBI, OLyIas
B TPYIH TSDKECTh U YCTAJIOCTh, CIIOBHO TOCIEe U3HYPHUTETbHOW OUTBBL. ClepkaHHO, POHSIST CKYIYIO
CJIE3Y, OHA HAIIPAaBWJIaCh B KOPUJOP.

Tam e€ yxe xgamu. PasymoBckuid, Opnos, ['onunpiH — uX una ObUTM HANPSKEHBI, TOJHBI
oxuaanus. Exkarepuna, o6eccuieHHO, BblIaBUIA:

—IIpuBesnu Ha norudesb, Tenepb Ka3HUTb. . .

—Komuerr!

—Xecroko ¢ Baiier CTOpoHb! !

—He crowno 3aTeBaTh UHTPUAKKY € LapuLen !

—4 yucra!

—JleBKa NpU3HAJIACh MHE, YTO KPECT HE €.

—UYepes 48 gacoB, 4ToOkI Iyxy e€ He OblTo Ha Pycckoii 3eme!

—OckBepHuia, napmmeka! OT He€ 31ech cMepauT!

Oma 3axaja pyKoi HOC, OTBOPAuMBasiCh, Ha X0y, O€3pa3IMIHO Opocua:

—Pemmaiite camu, 4TO U Kax.

—V¥3en pa3pyOnia — OHa aBaHTIOPUCTKA !

—Bnpens! bonbiie HUYero He xo4uy CibILIATh O HEW!

Ilocne toro, kak ExarepuHa BbIILIA, B KOPUAOPE MOBUC/IA HANIPSKEHHAsA TUINMHA. PazymoB-
CKHH, ¢ YKOpOM I Ha OprioBa, POU3HEC:

—$1 roTOB IUTIOHYTH B TeOs!

OpioB, BHe ce0s1 OT IPOCTH, OTBETHUII:
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—Bp#I ke ciplianm, 4To Ta MPU3HAJIacCh.

—Takux, Kak oHa, Ha/I0 BellaTh WK B KOCTEP!..

PazymoBckuid, OeTOMJIEHHBIN U IOTPSICEHHBIN XaHKECTBOM, B CepIIaxX MOAbITOXMI:
—Bor Tak, 3Hauur...

—MWcTHHa Bceraa rje-To mocepeivHe, a Mbl, Kak BCera, BHIOMpaeM KPaiHOCTH.
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Bemuii con ExaTepunbl

Houb omycrmiace Ha IlerponaBioBcKylo KpenocTb, OKYTaB €€ MpayHOil nesieHo. B chipbix
Kazemarax, IJie BO3AyX ObUI T'YCTBIM OT 3ariaxa IJIeceHH 1 Oe3bICXOqHOCTH, KHskHa AHactacus MeTa-
J1ach B JIMXOPAJ0YHOM cHe. E€ 13My4eHHOe roJIofIoM 1 3aTOUEHHUEM TEJIO COTPSICAIOCh OT HEBUIMMBIX
CTPalaHUMN.

... Tem BpemeHeM, B POCKOILIHBIX MTOKOSAX 3UMHEro aBopua, Ekarepuna, pasaupaemas IpoTH-
BOPEUYMBBIMU UyBCTBAMH, HE HAXOAMIA cebe MecTa.

B npyroii komHate coOpasuck Tpoe — ['omuiibiH, PazymoBckuii u noogans ot Hux Opiios, Bep-
HBI1, HO BCIIBIJIBYMBBIH CITyra, KOTOPbIM Kak 3aTpaBJIeHHBIN 3Bepb MeTaJIcs B3aj U Biepén. Ero rosnoc
CpBIBAJICS HA KPUK:

—Hey:xenu Bbl Bepute? Beap kpecrt [lerpa Ha Heii ¢ nercrBal

[OMUIIBIH ¢ YKOPOM B3IJISHYJT Ha COOPABILIMXCSI:

—He tep3aitre gymry!

—3Hawo! Moxer, u nous [lerpa!

OpnoB, 3abIXas1Ch OT HETOJOBAHM S, IIPOU3HEC:

—He cnieoBano eif KpuyaTh Tak POMKO.

—Iloanomsna 6u1 k Exkatepune, Kak 3mes. .. -- yApy4eHHO:

—Cama noanucana cede CMEpTHbINA PUTOBOP.

Pa3ymoBckuii, 0OBIYHO HEBO3MYTHMBIH, CTOSUT OJIEHBIN, KaK TOJIOTHO:

—Bawm 4t0 B 7100, 4TO 110 JIOY.

— Ipomaiie!

—OTHBIHE PYKHU g BaM HE MOAAM.

lonunpiH, CI0BHO TeHb, OECILIYMHO MCU€e3, CIIENIHO HarlpaBUBIIUCh K Exkatepune. OHa siexaina
B IIOCTEJIM. YBUJIEB Ha €€ JIMLe HEeMO€e HEroJJOBaHue, OH BhILIEN, OCTaBUB €€ Ha€MHE C TeP3al0IIUMU
MbIcTssMU. EkaTteprHa, MpoBOAMB €ro B3MISIOM, OTBEPHYJIAch U B MyKax ycHyna. KynbmuHanuei e€
CTpaxa CTaJl COH.

...Houslo, korga ropon cnai, Exkarepuna, oOauMBIIMCh B TEMHBIN I11a1ll, TailHO, O3 CBUIEeTe-
Jiell, HarpaBUJIach K CTeHaM KperocTu. E€ cepytie Omiioch B YHHCOH € TPEBOrol, oxBaTusIiei e€. OHa
3HaJIa, YTO UAET Ha PUCK, HO YTO-TO THAJIO €€ BIEPE, UTO-TO CHIIbHEE CTpaxa U 3/1paBOrO CMBICIIA.

OkaszaBIIMCh B TEMHHMLIE, Il TOMHJIACh KHSKHA, EkaTeprHa MouyBCTBOBaa, Kak €€ COOCTBEH-
Hasl aymia rnorpyxaercs B 6e3nHy. OHa yBuzena ceds, crosumnyio nepes ['ocrionom, u ycslimasa cBor
COOCTBEHHBI T'0OJI0C, IPOM3HOCSIIMI CJIOBA, MOJHbIE HAAMEHHOCTH M CTpaxa OTHOCSIIHeCs K AHa-
CTaCUM:

—BBI cornacutech craTh MOEN MPUEMHOM 0YEPhIO?

BHe3arHo, cI0BHO 3X0 M3 CelbIX BEKOB, pa3/lajicsi royoc, OT KOTOPOro KpoBb EkaTepuHbl
3aCThlIa B JKWJIaX:

— Her, Mapawm!

—B moux ma3ax Bbl — caMo3BaHKa!

—51 — nous [lerpa, a BBl THOUTE MEHS B Ka3zemare.

—3Ttoro Bam He npoctAt Hu Ilerp, Hu Enmzasera!

—Huxorga!

—Ku3Hb He 3aKaHYMBAETCS CO CMEPTHIO.

—VYBUAMMCS Ha TOM CBETE.

—941 ke ocTaHych Mpu JIIOOOM BallleM pelIeHHH. ..

—Myuennuen Ha Pycu!

—A BBl — Tupankou! Camo3BaHKoM !

—Pycs... Cmeprs pouepu Ilerpa Bam He mpoctut!..
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...EkarepuHa npocHysace B X0104HOM NOTy. CJE3bI TEKJIM IPAZOM, CMbIBas C €€ JIMLAa OCTaTKU
cHa 1 wumosnil. OHa Obla Bepylollel, Bepriia B MHYIO KHU3Hb, I71e KaKIOMY BO3JACTCS 1O 3aCTyTaM.
MBsIcib 0 rpsayIeM Haka3aHUY 3a CBOM JIESIHUS 3aCTaBUJIa €€ COOPOTHYThCS.

Haytpo, ensa paccsesno, oHa npusBaia JyxoBHoro otua. Ilepen Hum, B cne3ax M packasiHuy,
OHAa MPU3HAJIACh B CBOMX I'pexax:

—4 rpemna, orye!

—MoskeTt ObITh, ¥ TaK, 4T0 AHacTacus — 104b [lerpa. ..

—3TO KJIEUMO HaCTOsIIIEee, HO 51 He MOTY JIOIYCTUTh Xaoca Ha Pycu.

—Pych emg cnabo crout Ha Horax.

—IIpomuty, oTrycTuTe MHE rpex, s OCO3HAK CBOU MPOCTYIIKM, U TO, YTO AHACTacUsl — BCETO
JIMIIIb OTMBITast JEBKa— 3TO (PaxT.

—... 4 — Hapuna Pycckux 3emens!

—Ta npwuiiia He BOBpeMsI Ha 3TU 3€MIIH.

Ona ynana Ha o, psijias u3 Beex cuil. Kazanocs, njakaiia He TOJIbKO €€ Iylia, HO U BCE TeJIO.
Oren [1€Tp, msaAs Ha KaJaKoe 3pesuile, Ha LAPUILY, YbE JIMIIO ObLIO CMBITO CJI€3aMH, HE MOT BHIMOJI-
BUTb HU cJioBa. Ero B3Isj, MOJMHBINA COCTpa/laHusl, OCTAaHOBWIICS Ha Heill. HakoHell, TMXO, CJIOBHO
LIENOT BeTpa, OH MPOU3HEC:

—OrTnyckaro!

—IIa mpoctut 1edst ['ocrionp, duTs!

Ho B riryoune ero a3 ExkarepriHa yBresa He TOJIBKO MPOIIEHUE, HO U TIPeTIyBCTBHE TPSILy-
WX UCIIBITAHUM.

Bemwmii con, cIOBHO 3epKajio, OTpa3uj €€ CTpaxy U COMHEHUSsI, U Terepb ei MPeCTOsIO KUTh
C 9TUM 3HaHUEM, C STUM I'Py30M Ha Jyllle, B OXUIAHUH TOTO, YTO MPUHECET el OyayIiee.

EkartepuHa Bcrana, BesleB 3aBTpa NPUHATH MOKAsHUE KHSKHBI U He kaieTb e€. Camy xke
KHSI)KHY, KaK CaMO3BaHKY, OHA YK€ BbIUEPKHYJIA U3 CIIMCKA KUBBIX.

Oren [1€Tp ynanuics, efne KuBoi, NoTpsicéHHbIN. [1o ero iy rpagoM Katuscs moT.

...Paccer 3acrai ero Ha nopore kespu. [IpeacTosiyio BbiCIyIIaTh UCTIOBEb, IPUHATH MOKasI-
Hue. BHyTpy BCE n1poxkaio, HO OH MEePeCTYIII TOPOT.

KuskHa xnana. Ha cene, pacKMHYBIIMCD, CJIOBHO NPUTBOXKIEHHAS, C PbIKEN BOJIHOM BOJIOC,
pacchinaBiieicsi BOKpyr royioBel. OH 3amep, oObATHIA yxkacoM. OHa MOOHSIACH, OMYCTUJIACh Ha
KOJICHH, B e€ I1a3ax He ObLI0 ¢1€3. ['010C 3ByUan poBHO, KOI/Ia OHAa HavaJia UCIoBe/Ib, COOMoaas Bce
MPaBOC/IaBHbIE KAHOHBL. ['pex TAroTes HajJj Hell, HO )KU3Hb He OCTaBUIIA el BHIOOPA, BTONTAIA B CAMYIO
rps3b. OH noHuma, yro l'ocriofgb yBUAMT 3TO.

Ona roBopmia o cebe, kak o noyepu [letpa, mogu€pkuBas 3To ¢ OTIYATHHON ropocThio. ['0BO-
puia o Exarepune, 0 ToM, 4TO IPUAET JICHb, KOTA Ta MIPU3HAETCS B CBOEM 3JIOACSIHUN — B YOUICTBE
nouepu Ilerpa. [Ipocuna npomenus s Exkarepunsl u s ceds. Beepsiia cBowo cynpOy [ocniony,
HAaJIeSICh Ha HOBYIO KW3Hb.

CnoBa uccsikiin, U oHa pyxHyaa O0e3 cosnanus. Otery [1€rp crosi, obmuBasick moroM. CHJibl
nokuau ero. OH ObUT CIUIIIKOM ¢J1a0, YTOObI IPUHSATH TaKOE MOKASHYE.

OkypuB €€ J1alaHOM, TPUXKIbl OCEHUB KPECTOM, OH, NIOKMJAsl KEJblo, MMPOIIENTa] Iepecox-
MU TyOaMu:

—IIpomeHa. ..

—Jla cxanarcs Hajg Todoi Hebeca. ..

P.S. 1o mumb ogHa u3 OecuncneHHbx uctopuil. CKONMBbKO eme ux Oyher, STUX JIereHn o
Kusxne TapakaHoBOii. . .
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NPOHUA CY/IbbbI

Noabckuil cMpaj

ExarepunOypr, uionbs 1918 rona. Bozayx Obul I'yCThIM, Kak KHUCEJb, IPOMUTAHHBIM HE TOJIBKO
JIETHUM 3HOEM, HO M 4eM-TO OoJiee 3JI0BeIIMM — CMPajIOM IOPOXa, CMEIIaHHBIM C €/IKUM 3alaxoM
cTpaxa. DTOT 3arax, Ka3aJoch, BEJICA B CTEHBI JJOMOB, B IIbUIb HA MOCTOBBIX, B CaMy IyILIy ropoja.
PeBomonus, emié HelaBHO rpeMeBIlas JIO3yHraMu 0 CBOOOJE M PaBEHCTBE, TeNeph Jbllajia X0I0A0M
Y CMEPTBIO.

B nozBane noma MnatbeBa, 3TOro HENMPUMETHOTO OCOOHSKA, CTABILETO MOCIEAHNM MPUCTAHU-
IIeM [apCKOW ceMbH, 000pBaIHCh Ku3HU. He rmpocTo xu3HH, a nemnas snoxa. O60pBaIuch OHA He B
0010, HE TIOJ] 3aJIM1aMU BPaKeCKUX OpPYAMid, a B TUIIMHE, MOJ MIPULIEJIOM CBOUX €. PeBoolMoHHas
1eJIeCO00Pa3HOCTh, ITOT OE3KATOCTHHIN MOJIOT, TIEPEMAJIBIBAIOIIHI CyAOB BO MMSI CBETIIOTO Oy/y-
111ero, 0OepHYJIach 371eCh KPOBaBOW OOWHEN.

Hcnonnurenu. O OblM pasHeIMU. KTO-TO — (haHaTUYHO BEpyIOLIMiA B HOBYIO UAEOJIOTHIO,
KTO-TO — IPOCTO COJJAT, BBIIOJHSIOUIMN MPHKa3, KTO-TO — YEJIOBEK, CIOMJIEHHBI OOCTOSITEINb-
CTBaMH, BbIHYK/ICHHBI HTH IPOTHB CBOel coBecT. HO Bcex MX 0ObeIMHSIT STOT CMpaJ, 3TOT JIHII-
KMi, IPOHMKAIOLIMIA B caMble ITyOMHBI Aymu crpax. Crpax mepesa TeM, uyto oHM crenanu. Crpax
niepes; TeM, YTO 3TO MOXKET OOEPHYThCS POTUB HUX CaMUX.

OHU BB M3 TOJBAJIA, KOrga BcE ObUIO KOHYEHO. JIyHHbIN CBET, MPOOMBABIIHIACS CKBO3b
IPA3HBIE OKHA, Ka3aJICsl UM Tellepb HECTEPIMMO SIPKUM, OOHaKalolMM UX rpexu. Ha ux pykax, Ha
UX OfIEK/e, Ha UX JMLax — Be3ze Obul 3T0T cieal. Criely KpoBH, CJIel TPECTyIIEHHS.

B ux mazax He Obuto Tpuym@a. Bpuia numib mycroTa, 3acThiBiias 60ab U oTyasiHUE. OHU
BUJIETIA HE BParoB, HE KOHTPPEBOJIIOLIMOHEPOB, a JIIOJEH.

Jlromeit, ubM xu3HU OHM oOOpBayy. KeHiumH, aeteil... O6pasbl, KOTOpbIE Tereph HaBCerna
MOCEJIVJIACH B X CO3HAHMM, KAK HENPOILIEHbIE TOCTH, TEP3AIOIIUE UX MTOKOM.

PeBomoronHas niesecoodpa3HocTh TpedoBasia xepTB. Ho HUKTO He TOBOPHII, UTO TH KEPTBbI
OyIyT TaK MYUYMTEJbHO OT3bIBAThCS B AYyIIAX TeX, KTO X MpUHOCKI. HUKTO He mpeaynpesxia, 4ro
KpoBaBasi OOIiHs1, COBEPIIEHHAs BO UM CBETJIONO OYyIIEero, OCTaBUT TaKyI0 HE3aKUBAIOIIYIO PaHy.

T'opon w1 cBoen xu3Hbi0. JIIoau crielmmwim no CBOUM JejiaM, CTapasch HE 3aMe4aTbh TPEBOXK-
HBIX 3HAKOB, HE BCIYIIMBaThCA B IIENOT ciyxoB. Ho B Bo3ayxe Bucen ator cmpaa. Cmpap nopoxa
u crpaxa. M oH Ob1 He TobKO B monsasie goMa MnareeBa. OH Obu1 moBciony. OH ObUT B cepaLiax
TeX, KTO COBEPUINJI 3TO. V1 OH ObUIT B UICTOPUH, KOTOpasi TeNephb NM1caaach KPOBbIO, OCTABJISASA B AyIIaxX
UCIIOIHUTEIe HEe3aKMBAIOILYI0 PaHy, HATOMUHAIOIIYIO O TOM, YTO Jake camasi OjaropojiHasi Lesb
He MOXET OIpaBAaTh OeCUeIOBEYHOCTb.

OxBa4yeHHBIH y)KacOM YBHAEHHOTO, [1ETP, OMH M3 OXpaHHUKOB, OPOCHIICS B TOAJIECOK, ITHITA-
SICh 3aVIyLIMTh TOIIHOTY U CTpax. BHE3anHo B KycTax MesbKHYJIO aBrkeHne. Cepaue EKHYIO, pel-
YYBCTBYsI HEUTO HEBO3MOKHOE.

Tam, cBepHYBIINCH KJIIYyOOUYKOM, CHJEJIa JeBOYKa B IIPOCTOM KpecThsiHCKOM oxieskne. EE Ouna
JOPOXKb:

—MU3BuHure...

—MBHe 1m10xo0...

—Ilomorure...

Oma ¢ ucyrom cMoTpesa eMy B IJla3a.

—51 6010Cb... — MPOLLENTAJIA OHA.

[IéTp 3acThL1, Kak BKONAHHBIM.
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—Uro T8I 31€CH Nenaenib? KTo Tei?.. — CIpoCcHJI OH, cTapasich TOBOPUTb MSATKO, YTOOBI HE HAITy-
raTh 3TO XPYNKOE CO3JaH1E, HO rOJIOC BCE PaBHO 3BYYall HAMIPSIKEHHO.

JleBouKa MogHSIa Ha HErO OrPOMHBIE, TIOJTHBIE CJIE3 T1a3a. B HUX oTpaskalicsl TYCKJIbIA OTOIECK
cTpaxa, CJIOBHO CMpaJl, 3all0JTHUBILIUI YTOJNOK €IlE BUEPAIHEro pasi.

—Mens npusén JokTop BoTkuH. .. — mpouienrana oHa.

—OH cKazaj cuzieTh 3[1eCh U €C/IY YTO, TO BCEM F'OBOPUTH, UTO Y MEHS TU3EHTEPUSI.

[érp ornspencs. borkun? Joktop BotkuH? YenoBek, 4b€ nMst ObIJIO CHHOHUMOM HAJIEK/Ibl 1
CMaceHus JIJIs1 MHOTHX, Telepb 3aMellaH B YEM-TO CTOJIb CTPAHHOM U MOJ03PUTENIBHOM. 3aueM emy
MpsTaTh AeBOYKY? 3auem 3Ta Joxkb npo auseHTepuio? [To cnimae [Merpa mpodesxkalt XOmonoK.

—Kax Te06st 30ByT?.. — CIIPOCHIT OH, CTapasich TOBOPUTH, KaK MOXHO CITOKOMHEe.

—AHacracus... — TUXO OTBETUJIa OHA.

IT0 UM, MPOU3HECEHHOE C TAKOW POOOCTHIO, CJIOBHO X0 U3 JAIEKOTO MPOILIOro, 3aCTaBUIIO
[erpa 3amepetsh emE cunbhee. "AHactacusi? [lapckas nousr? He MoxeT ObITh. DTO IPOCTO HEMBIC-
mumo". B co3HaHUM MeJIbKaJld ra3eTHbIe BHIPE3KH, CIIYXHU, JOMBICIIBL.

—Ilapckas no4b, 4TO JIM?.. — BRIPBAJIOCH Y HErO, MOYTH He Jibla. Bormpoc ObUT MOIOH HeBepH s
U TperneTa.

JleBouka, cOOpaBIINCH C JyXOM, CIOBHO TOTOBSICH K HOBOMY yIapy CyabObl, KUBHYJIA!

—Jla.

—S4 — IIérp... — oH ornagenca. Huxkoro.

[Tpuces nepen Heii, OH rocTapascs ObITh KaK MOXKHO OJTHkKe, KaK MOKHO MOHSITHEe:

—Ho... Kak 151 31€ch Okazanace? [louemy Thbl He... — OH He 3HaJI, KaK 3aKOHUYMTh:

—Ilovyemy T HE Tam, rae AOKHA ObITH?

—TIlouemy ThI 311€CH, B TAKOM BUAE?

—Ha MHe onex1a AHHBI. .. — B €€ TOJIOCE CIIbIIIHA HOTKA OTYasHUSA:

— OmHa otgana. Cxanmiach HaJI0 MHOU. .. — yKe CMYIIIEHHO JI00aBwIa:

—YVY MeHs u BripaBy Oosen KUBOT".

CnoBHO ciepxvMBaeMasi JOJIroe BpeMs Bojia, XJIbiHYJIa peub AHactacuu. E€ pacckas, npepbl-
BaeMBbIll BCXJIMIIAMH U JPOXKBIO, ObUT IMOJIOH 00K 1 yHkeHUs. OHa ToBesiaia o JoOpoy CirykKaHKe
AHHe, KOTOpasi, pUCKysl COOOH, TIOMEHsIach ¢ Hell onexaoi. Jlo Toro AHacTacusi, UCTIauKaB CBOIO,
BBIHY’K/IeHa OblJ1a TIPOBECTH 1IEJIbIi IeHb B CTPaxe M CThIE, MPAYach B YKPOMHBIX MECTaX, CIbITHI-
Basi HEIIIyTOYHbIE CUMITTOMBI AU3EHTEPUM.

Bwmecre ¢ Heli Obuta 1 1oyb botkuna. OHM MO Ouepein MEeHSUTUCh ONEKA0M ¢ AHHOM, IBITAsICh
3aMeCTH CJIe/Ibl OTCYTCTBUSA 10 HykJie. Ho B Kakoi-To MOMEHT, OJTysk/1as1 [0 MOAJIECKY, OHU TIOTEPSLITH
apyr apyra u3 Bugy. Obe, crpagas oT 00U B KMBOTE, Pa3MUHYJIKCh, W OOJIbIIIE OHU HE BUICIIHCh.
AHacrtacus He 3Hasa, 4To CTajlo C Jouepblo BoTkuHa, Tak ke, Kak U ¢ AHHOM, UX CIIacCUTeTbHULIEH.

[érp caymas, noHUMAas1, YTO YaCThb STHX CMMIITOMOB MOIJIa ObITh BbI3BaHA CTPAXOM U Iiepe-
KUTBIM ykacoM. OH 0CO3HABaJI MyKeCTBO AHHBI, KOTOpasi, PUCKYs COOOM, IIIJ1a Ha ITOT IIar, YTOObI
crpsATath ux. OmIsAAeBIINCh, OH HE YBUJEN ClIef0oB Joyepu boTknHa. AHacracus ke, Mpoposikaia
BBITOBAPUBATHLCS, OCBOOOXKJAsICh OT Ipy3a MEPEKUTOro CTpaxa.

[IéTp cyman, u Kaxaplil €€ pacckas, Kaxaas JIeTalb, CIOBHO OCTPBIN OCKOJIOK, BIUBAJIUCH B
ero aynry. OH Buzen nepej coOOi He MPOCTO AEBOYKY, & CUMBOJ yTPAYEHHOU HAJEHKIbI.

Ta, ub€ HacTosIIIee MM OBUIO AHACTACHS, TETIEPH e TI0 MPOHUM CYbOBI ObLIIa HUKEM, C TPYAOM
CHepKBajia IpoXb. E€ TOHKME Maiblibl CKUMAIM Kpail TpyOol JIbHSHON pyOaxu, KOTopas Ternepb
OblTa Ha Hell. DTa pybdaxa, Kak U 100Ka M3 TAKOTo ke MaTepuaa, puHaajiexkana AHHe, CIykaHKe,
KOTOpasi B 3TOT JIeHb ChIrPasia poiib €€ CIIaCUTEIbHUIIBI, ¥, OTHOBPEMEHHO, CTaB B Oe3HaIEKHON Oe3-
BECTHOCTH UCTOUHMKOM €€ HbIHEIIHUX CTpaJlaHUi.

—Tb1 He noBepwub, [1€TP, YTO CO MHOM CIIyYHMJIOCH... — Havaia Ta, €€ rojoc ObUT TUXUM U
MIPEPHIBUCTHIM.

Omna cuziena B Kycrax, CTapasiCh He JIBUraTbCs:
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—Bc€ Hauanock ¢ Toro, uTo ... S ucrmavkaia CBO€ IIJIaThe.

— O4eHb CWJILHO UCTAYKaa.

—He crpammuBaii, kak, MpoCcTo UCMavKaa.

—MW AHHa, MOfI ClTy’)KaHKa, OHa. ..

—OHa npeIokuIa TOMEHSThCS OJIEKI0M.

[1€rp, crosABILIMIT HAPOTHB, BHUMATENBHO citymiai. Ero B3risg, e HelaBHO MOJIHBIN CYpPOBOM
pemmmMocTy, Tenepb cmsarauics. Ilepen HUM OblTa HE HACNIETHUIIA TIPECToNa, a UCIYyTaHHOE TS,
HyXJamoreecs B 3anumre. [lepe HUIM BCTasl BRIOOP: JOMOXKUTH O CIYYUBIIEMCs, HO TOTAA UTO KIET
9Ty 1eBOYKY? OH HEe MOT 3TOrO JIOIMYCTHUTb.

Ta nponoikana OTKpbIBaTh CBOIO JAYIILY:

—AHHa cKazaja, 4ro €€ IUIaThe YUCTOE, U YTO HUKTO HE 3aMETHT.

—4... 4 cornacunace.

—/ymana, ato HeHagonaro. Ho morom. ..

—IloToM HayasIOCk. ..-- Ta IOMOPIIWIACH, IPYKUMAsT PYKY K KUBOTY:

—CHauasia mpocTto 3a60Jes KHUBOT.

—4 nymana, 31O OT CTpaxa, OT TOro, 4To s CAejaa.

—Ho notowm. ... [lorom craso xyxe.

OHa 3amomnyaia, e€ ra3a paclIMpuInCh OT BOCTIOMUHAHUI:

— ¢1 He mMoria GoJIbIIe CUJIETh.

—MHe npunuiocs. .. [Ipumuiock 6exaTs.

—CHauasia B yOOpHYI0, IOTOM. .. [IOTOM B KYCTHKH 3a JOMOM.

—MW Tak Bech [IEHb.

— 41 He MorJIa HU €CTh, HU MMUTh.

—Tomnpko U cuaena Tam, B 9TUX. .. B 9TUX KPECThIHCKHUX OfIeXkJaX, U MHE ObUIO TaK CTBIIHO,
TaK OOJIBHO.

—Tb1 gymaeriis, 310 OT cTpaxa’?.. — cpocu [IETp, ero rojaoc ObLT MIATKAM, HO HACTOMYHBBIM.

—41 He 3HaI0!.. — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, ¥ B €€ rojioce MPOo3BYyYasia HACTOSAIIAs MTaHUKa:

— Moxer, 3T0 JU3eHTEpUs.

—MoxeT, g 9TO-TO Chejia He TO.

—Ho s gyBcTBOBaJIa ceds Tak TUIOXO0. Tak MIIoXo.

—MU kax/plil pa3, Korjga MHEe CTAHOBWJIOCH XYyiKe, s lymaJia O TOM, 4TO $I cliesaa.

—Uro s oOmaHyna Bcex. Ml MHE CTaHOBUJIOCH €IIIE XYKe.

Omna nocmotpena Ha [letpa ¢ MoIbOOI B T71a3ax, Crelia BHITOBOPUTHLCS:

— AmnHa...

—OHa TOX€e BHIIVISAJENA UCTTYTaHHOW.

—OHa ToXe, KaXeTcsl, He 0XkKKJIajla TaKoro.

—OmHa...

—OHa neproaInYecKy MeHsIach OAEKA0M U CO MHOM, U C Iouepbio boTkuHa.

Tsxeno B3apIxas:

—Kora MHe cTaHOBUJIOCH COBCEM ILIOXO0, OHA Opajia MOE IJIaThe, a MHE OT/IaBajia CBOE.

—Koraa 6b110 Tioxo qoyepr BoTkrHa MeHsIach ¢ TOM.

—MBI Bce ObUTH B yKace.

—DBOTKMH Hac BHIBOAWJI MO MOA3EMHBIM KOMMYHUKAIIUSIM HApYyXKy, K MOIJIECKY.

—Ha BbIxXojie Bcera JaBasi HaM BBIITUTD JIEKAPCTBO.

B ronoge Iletpa 3apoauiiach iep3kasi MbIC/Ib, PUCKOBAaHHAS, HO, BO3MOKHO, €TUHCTBEHHAsI BO3-
MOXHOCTh criacTl e€. OH JokeH ObUT M3MEHUTH e€ CybpOy, BBIIATh 3a IPYyrylo. 3a MPOCTyIo Kpe-
CTBSIHCKYIO J€BOYKY, TIOTEPSBIIIYIOCS B JIECY.

—Cnymaii MeHs1 BHUMATeJIbHO .. — IPOU3HEC OH, 3aryisbIBasi el B I71a3a:

—Tw1 Gonbitie He AHactacus. Thl... Tl BapBapa.
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—Ilonsia? Bapsapa.

—TbI KpecThsIHCKAs IeBOYKA, 3a0Ty/AUIaCh B JIECy.
—TbI HMUETo He 3Haellb O Iape U ero CeMbe.
—TIlonsna?

JleBouKa KMBHYJIa, B €€ I71a3axX 3aTeIUInIach HaIeKIA.
—A 4ro Oyner aanbiie?.. — MpoIienTaa OHa.

[T€éTp B3mOXHY:

— Jausine, BapBapa, Thl Oyzienib KUTb.

—Tb1 Oyzenb KUTh MPOCTOM KU3HBIO.

—Te0s HUKTO He OyleT UCKaTb.

—Tb1 Oyzernb B 6€30MaCHOCTH.

—A 1... 51 mo3abo4dych 0 TOM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE Y3HAJI TIPaBIYy.

OH npoTsHYN PyKYy M OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICS €€ Iuleya:

— Ceituac Tebe HY’KHO OTHOXHYTb.

—A 3aBTpa Mbl HAYHEM HOBYIO KU3Hb.

— Kuznp BapBapsl, 3a0myuBIIeiics B Jiecy.

Amnacracus B nuie Bapapsl, kuBHyna. B e€ rmazax Bc€ em€ Obl1 cTpax, HO Tenepb K HEMy
MpUMEIIMBaIach UICKOpKa Hajexabl. OHa He 3HaJia, YTo KAET e€ BIepean, HO OJIHO OHA 3HAJIa TOYHO:
Eé€ npexHss ku3Hb 3akoHYMIach. M Hayasiace HOBasl, MOJIHASI HEU3BECTHOCTH, HO, BO3MOKHO, U CIla-
CEHMSI.

AHHa, clTy’)aHKa, KOTopasi TaK HEOCTOPOKHO MPEJIOKIIIA TOMEHSIThCS OfIEK 10U, TENeph cTajia
YaCTBIO STOU TallHBI, YACTHIO €€ HOBOM, KPECThIHCKOU CypOBI. 1, BO3ZMOXKHO, TOKe OblTa O1arogapHa
3a 9TOT CTpaHHbIIA, OOJIe3HEHHBI 0OMeH. Eciin KOHeYHO OHa He BEPHYJIACh B UIIAThEBCKUH JIOM, TJIe
napwi ApMareioH.

...Bo3myx ObUI TyCTBIM OT JIbIMa U KpUKOB. OTOHB MOKUPAT AepeBIHHbBIC TIOCTPOMKH, TIPEBpa-
111as uX B 00yIJIeHHbIe cKkesteThl. [TaHuKa, CIIOBHO IMKWIA 3Bepb, Tep3ajia Cepiia JIoei, 3aCTaBIsAsl UX
MeTaThCsl B MOKCKax craceHus1. Cpeau 3Toro xaoca, OyKBaJIbHO B CTa METpax OT IMPOUCXOJISIIETO, B
KyCTax B KOKOHe Teruia, Oblia OHa. XpyrKasi, MOYTH HeBecoMasi, C I71a3aMu, MOJTHBIMUA HEMOTO yKaca.

[I€Tp, BUS, KaK Ta yBOpauMBaeTCs OT Meruia, yxacHyics. Cep/le ero cxajloch OT KaJIOCTU U
sipocti. OH 3HAJI OJJHO — OCTaBUTH €€ 371eCh, 00peUb Ha YJacTh €€ POJHH, OH HEe MOT.

—Hanpie. .. [Janbie s TebGe OMOTY. .. — POXPHIIE OH, CKJIOHSISICH HaJl Hell. [onoc ero Obut
XPUILIBIM OT HACTUTAIOIIETO JIbIMa, HO B HEM 3ByYaJia HETIOKOJieOuMas perimMOCTh:

— 4 1ebs cipsiay. A Tebs cracy.

On noxBarun e€ Ha pyku. OHa ObUIa TAaKOW JIETKOM, CJIOBHO MTHIA, CJIOBHO ITyIIUHKA, TIPH-
HEcEHHas BeTpoM. E€ Teno apoxano, HO OHa He COMPOTUBIISIIACH, JIUIIb MMPUKAIACh K HEMY, UIIA
OTOPHI B ITOM MHPE, KOTOPBINA PyIIUJIcs BOKpYT. E€ TOHKME Masiblibl BUSTHIINCH B €ro rpyoyio pyoaxy,
CJIOBHO B IOCJIE/IHIOI0 HAAEKY.

[érp, He obparast BHUMaHMS Ha OOJb B HOTaX U JKEHHE B I71a3aX, MOHEC e€ mpoyb. [Ipoub OT
3TOr0 MPOKJISITOrO MECTA, MPOYb OT Xa0Ca U y:Kaca, KOTOPBIN LapuJI 3/1ech. Kaxxaplil miar gaBajics emy
C TpyIOM. 3eMJIsI IToJ] Horamu Oblla HEPOBHOM, YCestHHAsI OCTPhIMU OCKoKaMu. Ho oH mién, Be1oMbiii
JIMIIIb OJHOM MBICJIBIO — CIIACTU 3TY XPYIKYIO KU3Hb.

OH BUJeN, KaK oAy OeryT B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, KaK MX JIMIA UCKaxkeHbl cTpaxoM. Ho oH He
OCTAHABJIMBAJICA, He OIIsAbIBAIICS. Ero B3risi1 ObLT yCTpeMIIEH BIIEpé, Tya, Tie, Kak OH HaJesics,
ObLI0 Ge3omacHoe MecTo. MecTo, Tie OH CMOXET J1aTh € MPUIOT, 3aJICUUTh PaHbl U BEPHYTh €il Bepy
B JKU3Hb

E€ ronosa mokowmnack Ha ero miede. OH 4yBCTBOBAI e€ JbIXaHWE, Takoe cladoe, HO Takoe
KHUBOE. ITO AbIXaHUe OBbLIO JJIsI HEr0 CaMbIM IIEHHBIM 3BYKOM B TOM aJIcKOM rpoxote. OH IenTat
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el CJIoBa yTelleHus, XOTs1, U caM He 3HaJI, YTO MMEHHO TOBOpHT. [ TaBHOE — YTOOBI OHA CITBIIIAJIA €70
roJIoC, YTOOBI 3HaJIA, YTO OHA HE OIHA.

OH HEc e€ yepe3 ropsiMe MOJsSHbBI, Yepe3 3aBajbl, Yepe3 MeJIbKAIIe TeH 00e3yMEeBIINX
moneit. Kaskipiii MeTp ObUT UCTIBITAHMEM, HO KX IbIii METp MPUOIMAKAT MX K criaceHuio. OH 4yBCTBO-
BaJI, KaK CHJIBI TIOKU/IAIOT €r0, HO MBICTIb O HEH, 0 €€ XPYIKOCTH M Oe33alMTHOCTH, IPUIaBaia eMy
HOBBIE CHJIbI.

Hakowern, oH yBuzen Baaam ouepranus 4yanioosl. TEMHast cTeHa iepeBbeB Ka3alach CriacuTeb-
HBIM yOexureM. OH YCKOPHII I1ar, HACKOJIBKO 3TO ObLJIO BOZMOXKHO, YyBCTBYSI, KaK TIOCJICHUE CHJIbI
MOKUJIAIOT €ro.

JoOpaBIvch 10 OMYIIKKM, OH OCTOPOKHO OIMyCTH e€ Ha TpaBy. OHa OblIa OJeHOU, N3MOXK-
JEHHOM, HO B e€ I71a3ax, Ka3ajaoch, MOSBUJICS CJa0bIid POOJIeCK HAAeK bl

—MBe1 311€Ch. .. — niporentain [1eTp, Tsokeno apima, — Mbl B O€30MaCHOCTH.

OH cMoTpes Ha He€, Ha €€ TOHKKE YepThl, Ha €€ UCIyraHHble m1asa. M B 3T0T MOMeHT, BAaJIu OT
TerJia ¥ pa3pylleHus, OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO HAIIET HEUTO OoJbIIIee, YeM MpocTo 1eib. OH Hamen
cMbics. CMBICIT B TOM, YTOOBI 3allUIIATh, CIIACaTh M AAPUTh Hajexay. M oH 3Hau, 4TO czienaet BCE,
4yTOOBI 3TA HAJIeK 1A HE yracia.
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Tenb UnaTbeBCKOro JjoMa

Heckonpkumu yacamu panbliie. B UnatseBckoM gome lapuiia HanpsiKEHHAs THILMHA, HapyIa-
emasl JIUIIb HEPBHBIM IIeJIeCTOM OyMar B pyKax UHTeHJaHTa. Ero maJisliibl, Jposariye oT BOJTHEHHUS,
nepedupaiv JOKyMEHTbI, KOTAa B3IV YAl HA TeJlerpaMMy, CKPEIUIEHHYIO I1e4aThlo, OH B3/IPOTHYL.
310 OBUIO MOCIaHKE OT YIIbSIHOBA, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, OHO HECTIO B ceOe MpUroBop. ITOrIOMEHHBIN MBICIISIMUA
0 cynb0e IIApCKOM CEMbH, OH HE 3aMETHI, KaK B KOMHATe MOSIBUJIMCH JIBOE MOJIOZIBIX cosiiart. VX 1oHble
JIMLIA, YK€ OTMEUEHHbIE MeYaThio JOJITra, BCTAIA MEXAY HUM U KOMUCCAPOM, CJIOBHO >KUBOM IIIUT.

—He cmeiite, youiinipl, youBath 11apsi!.. — BHIKPUKHYJT OMH U3 HUX, €r0 FOJIOC IPOKaJI OT CMECH
cTpaxa U MPaBeJHOTO THeBa:

— OH Ham Oren, a Lapuna — Mars. ..

[lepBble nBE Mynv, CBUCTALIME B BO3yX€, HALIUIM CBOMX kepTB. Cogarel Najiv, HO UX KepPTBa
He Obula HartpacHo#. OHa 3acTaBWIIa 3aMOTYaTh APYTUX, 3aCTaBUIIA 3ayMAaThCsl.

...JleBOUKH, TOUEpH IAPCKOU CEMbU, CTOSLTA JI0 KOHIIA, VX JIMIIA ObLTH OJIE/IHBI, HO I71a3a TOpesTH
BbI30BOM. CTpax, Ka3ajaoCh, KOCHYJICS JIMIIb TOKTOpa BOTKMHA, YbM I71a3a METAIMCh IO KOMHATE B
MOMCKaX KOro-To, KOro He OBLIO.

—TI ne e ceiiuac A04Yb?.. — MPOLIETITANI OH, HO €r0 CJI0BA YTOHYJIM B IPOXOTE BHICTPEJIOB.

Vike 1mo3ke MOMYyMEPTBBIE Teja, CJIOBHO MENIKH C IMECKOM, ObUTH COpOIIEHBI B INTOJBHU.
Ceepxy, C IIUNEHUEM, JIJIACh KUCIOTA, CTApasi MOCIEJHUE CIIEAbl YEJIOBEYECKOrO MPUCYTCTBUS.
Komuccap, ero nuiio uckaxeHo 3710001, HAPHIBAJICS B IPUKa3aXx:

—JlenuH cka3zan simyHo! Crepets ¢ auia 3emin!..

...Jloub BoTKMHA, Ta, KOTOPYIO TOT TaK OTYASTHHO MCKaJ, OblJIa 1aeKo OT TOro aja, B vaie
Jieca.

Berep, nmpoOupasick CKBO3b I'yCThIe KPOHBI BEKOBBIX COCEH, IIIeNTasl CBOM JipeBHUE uctoprn. OH
JIacKaJl IO IEBOYKHU, YbU BOJIOCHI, IIBETA CMEJION MIIeHHUIbI, pa3BEBATUCH HA BETPY, U MPUHOCKI C
co00ii 3amax XBOM, BJIAXKHOH 3eMJIM U Yero-TO HEYJIOBUMO JHKOTO.

Jla 3o ObuIa 1oUb BOTKMHA, YbE MM OTEIl MPOU3HOCKIT B CBOMX MOJIUTBAX, YbE JIUIO OH BUIEI
B CBOMX CHaX.

Ona ObL1a 371€Ch, B Yallle jieca, IJe Kax/Ibli MOpPOoX, KaXIblil TPECK BETKU ObLT el 3HAKOM, IJie
Ka’K/IbI JIy4 COJIHIIA, TPOOUBAIOIIHIACS CKBO3b JIUCTBY, Ka3aJics OlarocioBeHUEM.

B e€ rnazax, 1Bera sieTHero HeOa, yxke uyuTangach Myapoctb. OHa B ceOe uckasia o0pa3 CBOero
OTIia, Miepe/l Hell BCIUIBIBAJIM CMYTHBIE 00pasbl, U KaKk HEBUIMMAs CBSI3b C HUM, TO €AMHCTBEHHOE
— TEIIOE NMPUKOCHOBEHHWE PYKHU, TUXHM, JJACKOBBIN rosioc. OHa yyBCcTBOBala ero. YyBCTBOBaJIa €ro
60J1b, €ro OTYasiHUE, Er0 HEYTracalollyo HAIeKIy.

Psinom c¢ Heii ObLT emmié ouH 00pas, CIIOBHO TeHb, OH JIBUTAJICS B JIAIE APCTBEHHOU (PUTYpHI.
Bricokasi, cTpoiiHasi, ¢ KOITHOUM TEMHBIX BOJIOC, HUCTIAJAIONIHMX Ha Tuieud. 1o Obuta AHacTacusi. OHa
ObL1a e€ XpaHUTEJILHULICH, e€ HACTABHUIICH, e€ eIMHCTBEHHOMN CEMbel B 3TOM JJMKOM, HEO0OY3/IaHHOM
MHUpe.

AmHacracust Hay4YrsIa moApyry Bcemy, UTo 3Hajla cama: Kak HaXOIUTh CheJJOOHBIE STO/IbI U Kope-
Hbs1, KaK pa3nyarh cJie/ibl 3Bepeil, KaK CIyIlaTh IENOT BETPA U MOHUMATh SI3bIK NTUL. OHa Hay4usa
e€ ObITh CHITLHOM, OBITh HE3aBUCUMOM, OBITh YaCThIO 3TOTO Jieca, KOTOPBIA CTall KX JOMOM.

AHacracus, ¢ TOJIOCOM HEeXHbIM, KaK MOX Ha JIPEBHUX CTBOJIAX, 0OpaTUIach K CBOEH CITy THUIIE:

—CerogHs1 Mbl OTIIPABUMCS JAJIBILIE, K PEKE.

—lymaio, 4TO, TaM eCTb JIOJIH.

JleByika KuBHYyJNa, e€ cepiie 3adunock ObicTpee. Jliogu. OHa HECKOJIBKO YacoB HE BUjENa
JKUBBIX JIUI], TOJILKO MPU3pavHble 00pa3bl U3 CHOB U OTTOJIOCKU TOJIOCOB U3 TIPOIIOTO.

—Twi roToBa?.. — cripocuiia AHacTacusi, B € ria3ax CMellaJnuch HeKHOCTh M TPEBOra.

—ToroBal.. — oTBeTHIIA AEBYIIIKA, €€ TOIOC 3ByUYasl YBEPEHHO, HECMOTPSI Ha JIETKOE BOJTHEHHE.
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HewusBecTHOCTD Myrajia, HO OCO3HaHUE TOTO, YTO OHU BMECTE, IPUIABAIIO CHJL.

OHU 1K TIO e/Ba 3aMETHOM TPOIe, MPOJIOKEHHON 3BepruHbIMU ciieiaMu. COJIHIIE pacKparu-
BaJIO HEOO B 30JI0ThIe TOHA. Jlec BOKPYT OKMBaJI, HATIOMHSSCH 3BYKAMH, UX COMTPOBOXKAATIO: YXaHbe
COBBI, CTPEKOT CBEPUKOB, IOPOX JUCTBHL. [Joub boTknHa He Gostack. OHa yyBcTBOBasIa cedsi B 6e3-
OIACHOCTH IOl CEHbI0 MOTYYHX JIEPEBLEB, B COMPOBOKICHUN AHACTACHH.

Amnacracus ke, HSCMOTpPsI Ha BHEIIIHee CIOKOMCTBHE, OIyIaja, Kak Harpsraercs e€ ayla,
CO3HaBasl, YTO MHUP 32 Mpee/iaMH MX JIeCHON OOMTEN! IMOJIOH onacHocTei. OHa MOMHMIIA, KaK OHU
OKa3aJIMCh 37€Ch, KaK UM MPUIIIOCh CKPBIBATHCSI, 00SICh KaXkJJOT0 IOpOXa, KaK OKA3aJIMCh B 3araHe
TIO/IIECKa, B UTOTe Kpy’ka Ha OAHOM MecTe. Bbuto cTpariHo.

BHesarHblil ouepeHON MPUCTYTT 00U B )KUBOTE Pa3ydmsl UX B ryctoi vame. OHM moTtepsi-
JIMCh, HE B CUJIaX HAWTHU JPYT Opyra, 00sICh BbIAATh Ce0s1 HEBOJILHBIM KPUKOM.

Uepes HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl, YCTIBIIIAB IIOPOX, AHACTacus 3aTannach. Tam e€ u ooHapyxui, [TETp.

HmeHHO eii, OH, B IIa3ax KOTOPOTO YMTAJIOCh COCTpaJaHue, MIENOTOM OTKPBUI CTPAIIHYIO
MpaBay:

—COpocm MEPTBBIX B IITOJBHIO.

—Her 6onee na Pycu Laps... Bamero otual..

BOTKMH, BepoOsITHO TpPeIBUICBIIMN HAJBUTAIOUIYIOCS TpareJuio, MPHIyMal CTPaIIHYIo
00JIe3Hb, YTOOBI OrpaIuTh €€ U ero J04Yb OT HeMUHyeMou rudenu. LleHoi coOOCTBEHHOM KU3HU OH
MOJIApWJT MIM ITIaHC Ha OymyIiiee.

...JIBe Henenu B 6pely, BAAIM OT LIMBWIIM3AIINY, B TTyXOU JIECHON XMKUHE — 9TO Ta MaJIeHbKasI
riaTa 3a ’ku3Hb. Korga co3HaHue BepHYJIOCh, IIEPBBIM, UYTO OHA YCIIBIIIAIA, ObLIO €€ UMsI, IPOU3He-
CEHHOE HE3HAKOMBIM cojiiaToM. "AHactacus'.

[NocTeneHHO MaMsATh BO3BpAIAIach, CKJIabIBasi Pa3pO3HEHHBIE KYCOUKU B €AMHYIO KapTUHY.
OHa npuHsiIa npeaIoKeHHOe UMsl, JOBEPUBILIICH HE3HAKOMILY M €r0 0OSIIaHMIO --3aIUTUTh. BmecTe
OHM Oe’KaJii, CKPIBASICh B Xa0CE PEBOJTIOIIMOHHOTO BPEMEHHU.

WX myThb ObLT ycesiH TPyIHOCTSAMHE. [ 01011, X070/, MOCTOSIHHBIN cTpax. 3ateM — OepeMEeHHOCTb,
poxaeHue pedenka. Conuat, He BHIAEPKAB TATOT KU3HU, HAYal [TUTh, IPOUTPHIBAThH AEHBIU, BJIE3aTh
B JOJITU. B OTYassHUM OH pEeIIMIICs Ha YKacHBIA MOCTYIOK — MPoAaTh AHACTACHIO IIbITaHy, HAAEsCh
TaKMM 00pa30M pa3opBaTh MOPOYHBINA KPYT.

...Crycrs rozipl, ObIBITIAsE BEJIMKAs KHSKHA, CKPBIBASICH IO 1yKUM UMEHeM, oka3asack B Hop-
Beruu, O6exaB OoT cBoero npomuioro. OHa ocTaBujIa MO3ay KOIIMAap, KOTa BhIpBAJIAch U3 padbCTBa
y IbIFaHa, YKPaBILEro y He€ He TOJbKO CBOOOMY, HO U Bepy B Jyulnee. [parolieHHOCTH, KOTOpbie
OHa KOTJa-TO CMOIJIa YHECTH, CTAJIM CMMBOJIOM €€ HEerOKoJIeOMMOi BOJH, a (hasbIIMBBIA MACTOpPT,
BBIJIaHHBIN KOT/Ia-TO COJIAATOM, ObLT €IMHCTBEHHBIM MTPOITYCKOM B HOBYIO KU3Hb.

Tenepb, B camoM cepate EBponbl, OHa MCKasia ceMblo, MeuTasi O JJOMe, O KOPHSX, KOTOpbIe
ObLT 06€3)KaTOCTHO BBIPBAHBI.

JlonoH, INapwx — ropona, moHbIe HaIekK 1 1 pazoyapoBaHuil. Ho rjie Obl OHa HY OKa3bIBAJIACH,
AmHacracus 4yBCTBOBasa ceOs1 OAMHOKOM, MOTEPSHHON B OTPOMHOM U 9yKOM MHpE.

B razerax oHa HaxoAMJIa OTTONIOCKHU KU3HH CBOEH CEMbH, TOM BETBU, UTO, Ka3aJ0Ch, KyIajaach
B M300MJINH, TIOKA CaMa OHA BJIAYMJIa JKaJIKOe CYIIECTBOBAHHE.

l'ope, oxBaTuBIIIEe UX MOCTe THOEIN LIAPCKON CEMbH, TIyOOKO TPOHYJIO e€. AHacTacusi MovyB-
CTBOBAJIa, YTO HACTAJIO BPeMsl BBITH U3 TEHU, BEPHYTh ceOe YTpaueHHOEe MMsI U TIOJIOKEHHE.

Korzaa ona HakoHer noOpastack 10 HUX, cepille e€ 3a01I0Ch B MPEABKYILICHUN HEKOETO CUACTBSI.
Ho nBepp, 3a KoTOpO# *%/1a71a €€ ceMbsl, OKa3aJlaCh He paclaxHyTol. PONICTBEHHUKY HE CIIeITWIIN TTPU-
HUMaTh e€. CIMIIKOM MHOTO ObUIO TeX, KTO BbIAaBas ceOsl 3a MOTEPSHHBIX M3 CEMbH, X OCTOPOXK-
HOCTh CTajla IJIyXUM IIUTOM. AHACTAacHs TMOHSJIA, YTO el MPEeJCTOUT JOKa3aTh CBOIO MOIIMHHOCTD,
Y Havaja JeJIMThCsS CBOEW MCTOPUEH, BHITACKMBAS U3 INTyOUH MaMsTH JETaJIU, CIOCOOHBIE pa3BesiTh
UX COMHEHHS.
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[Ipam Hax neBoit OpOBbIO, TOHKAs Oelas JIMHKS, Ka3aicsi HEOThEMJIEMON YacThio €€ JIMIa,
CJIOBHO pOAMHKa My u3rud Hoca. C camoro aerctBa oH Obul ¢ Hell. Ho 1uist AHacTaciu, BepHYyBILIEHCS
B 3TOT JIOM TIOCJIe JOJITUX JIET 3a0BEHMsI, STOT IIPaM CTaJI YeM-TO OOJIBIIIUM, Ye€M MTPOCTO OTMETUHOM.
OH Obu1 K09oM. KimlouoM K mpoInnioMy, K BOCHOMHMHAHUSM, K CEpIAllaM TeX, KTO MOTepsit e€, a
Teriepb BHOBb OOPET.

OnHa NOMHMJIa TOT A€Hb C MOPA3UTENILHON SICHOCTHIO, OyITO OH Ipou3olen Buepa. ConHeu-
HBII JIeHb, 3BOHKUI CMeX, JISI3T CTAIM. AJIEKCEeH, Torja eI IOHbI 11apeBUY, YBJICYEHHBI UT'POH,
HEJIOBKO B3MaxHYJI Immaroit. Octpoe Jie3Bre CKOJIB3HYJIO 10 €€ IIeKe, OCTABUB XKIy4ylo OOJIb U Kpo-
BaBylo nosocy. Cnéspl, ucmyr, a 3areMm — 3a00muBble pyku. EE otell, OneqHbIN, HO pelMTeTbHBIH,
OTHEC €€ K IOKTOpY boTKnHYy.

JokTtop BoTkuH, YenoBek ¢ TOOphIMU TJIa3aMHU U CIIOKOWHBIM TOJIOCOM, OCMOTpes pady. OH
TUXO TOBOPUJI YTO-TO OTILY, @ 3aTEM, C JIOBKOCTBIO XUPYpra, 3aIlij TOHKYIO JIMHUI0. AHACTacHsl IIOM-
HWJIA, KaK OH CMa3aJl paHy Kakou-TO Ma3blo, MaXHYyIIEH TpaBaMu U YEM-TO €1IE, HEYJIOBUMO YCIIOKa-
uBaommM. OH CKazal, 4To 3TO YyI0AeHCTBEHHOE CPeICTBO, KOTOPOE MOMOKET paHe ObICTPO 3aKUTh,
npaktudecku 0e3 cinena. Ho crien ocrasncs. ToHKMIA, HO 3aMETHBIN.

[Nepen nuiioM OMM3KKMX OHA HAKOHEIl OTKpPbLJIAa CBOKO TaitHy. VIcTopus, monHas JETCKUX WP,
nepeKUToN OOJIM U CIIACUTEILHOM TIOMOIIH JoKTopa BoTkuHa, nmonmiack u3 eé ycr. ['onoc e€ npoxa,
HO MCKPEHHOCTb B HEM Obla HeocriopuMa. OHa BUjena, Kak MpeoOpa)aioTcs UX JIUIA: CKENTUI3M
B IIa3ax 0aOyIIKM yCTynaja MecTO U3yMJICHHUIO, a 3aTeM — POOKOU Hajex ie. B3risaa eé cmsarauics,
cJIoBHO pacrasii j€q. [llpaM, KoTopblil OHa JOJITHE TOAbl CTapaslach CKPbITh, TENIEPh CTall €€ HEOCIIO-
PUMBIM J0Ka3aTebcTBOM. OH ObLT JKUBBIM CBU/IETEILCTBOM €€ MPOIIUIOTo, e€ IETCTBA, €€ Hepa3phiB-
HOW CBSI3U € 3TUM JOMOM. M oHM Havau Beputh. BepuTsb, 4To nepess HUMU IEMCTBUTENBHO UX MOTe-
psAHHas BHy4YKa, UX AHacTacus.

OpHako B Jylie AHacTaCUM OCTaBaJIOCh HEUTO HEBBICKA3aHHOE, TPEBOI'a, CIIOBHO HEBUIMMAS
HUTH, HE oTmycKasa e€. OHa 4yBcTBOBaIA ceOsl UyKOM B 3TOM MHpPE, KOTOPBI TaK OTYAsIHHO CTpe-
MuJIach BHOBb 00pecTu. BocroMuHanus1, pu3BaHHbIE TPUHECTHU YTEIICHUE, TETePhb BbI3bIBAIN JIUIIH
CMyTHOE OecIOKONCTBO. Bbuto i1 310 BCE? Bhiia /M 3Ta UCTOPHUSI CO MIPAMOM €MHCTBEHHBIM KJTIO-
YoM K ux cepaiiam? Vmu ke 3a 3TOW TOHKOU JIMHUEW CKPBIBAJIOCh HEUTO OOJIbIiee, HeUTO, YTO OHA
cama ellE He MOIJIa IOCTUYb?

[msins Ha M@ POHBIX, CUSIIONIME PAIOCTHIO M 0ONerYeHreM, OHa OlIyIaia, Kak BHYTpH Heé
pacTér xonoaHas mycrota. OHa MoJy4Ymia ux Bepy, Ux JIIOOBb, HO UTO-TO CYIIECTBEHHOE OCTABAJIOCH
CKpbITBIM. U 3Ta HefoCKa3aHHOCTh, 9Ta TEHb COMHEHHSI, OMpayaja e€ cyacTbhe, 3aCTaBysAsl cepaLe
ouTbCcsl B TpeBOKHOM prutMe. [lIpam Hajx OpoBbio ObUT €€ KO3BIPEM, HO UTO, €U B €€ KOJoJe emié
ObLI KapThl, KOTOPbIE OHA OOsIach MOKAa3aTh?..

38



C. Mopnap. «TaifHa aBaHTIOPUCTKI»

KAPJ/IUK

JIBopen, B kotophiii cTynwia EkareprHa, BeTpeTii e€ xomomoM u OeckoM 30510ta. [IpoHn3sI-
BAIOIIMI BETEP, CIIOBHO )KMBOE CYILIECTBO, OOBHBAJI KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, 4 SIPKUE 30JI0ThIE YK PaIleHU s
OCIIeTUTSI €€ B3I/, YJIBIOKH MPUIBOPHBIX KA3aJIMCh BHIPE3aHHBIMU U3 JIbJA, M B TOM BEJIMKOJIe-
[IMM OHA YYBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 Kak OyJTO B IUIEHY.

IOnas npunnecca u3 ['epmanuy, npuexana ciofa, YToObl CTaTh CYNIPYroOi HACIETHUKA PYCCKOTO
npecrosna, [lerpa. Ho B 3TOM Mupe pocKoLIM M MHTPUT OHA oulyllaia ceOs 4yxou, ourymas ceds
IITULIEN, 3alIepTOU B 30510TOM KileTKke. CTymas Ha nopor pycckoro [IBopa, ExareprHa Hanesnach Ha
CKa3Ky, Ilie el CykJEeHO CHIrpaTh ITIaBHYI0 poiib. bpak ¢ [lerpom ObLT JMIIB MEPBBIM IIAroM K e
MeutaM. OHAKO peaIbHOCTh OKa3aJIach KECTOKOMU.

JlHM TpoxoanIv B OAHOOOPa3HK: 3aHATHS PYCCKUM SI3BIKOM, TaHIIbI, TPpaBUiIa STUKeTa. Bc€ a1o
Ka3aJI0Ch €1 CKYYHBIM M YTOMUTENBHBIM. [IETP He posBIIAI K HEW MHTEepeca, IPEANIOYUTAs BOEHHbIE
UrpBl 1 OOIIECTBO CBOMX Jipy3eil. OHa TOCKOBaa Mo JJOMY, 1O IIPOCTBHIM PAJIOCTSIM IOHOCTH, KOTOpbIE
OCTAJIMCh JIAJIEKO MO3a/H.

C rogpamu eIMHCTBEHHBIM CBETOM B €€ cepol xu3HU cTai ['puropuii OpioB — cTaTHbIN I'Bap-
Zeell ¢ Jep3KUM B3IVISIIOM M OOBOPOXHUTENIBHON YiIbIOKOW. Ero BHMMaHue corpeBasio e€ mymry, mos-
BOJIsis 3a0BITH O JloNre M 00s13aHHOCTSIX. VX cBs3pIBaia TaiiHa ymepiero pe6énka. Ho Bckope mpu-
IIJTO U3BECTHE, KOTOPOE MEPEBEPHYJIO €€ MUP: OHa BHOBB JKJIET peOEHKA. DTa HOBOCTh HE TPUHECHA
el pagoCTH.

Exarepuna noHuMasa, yto peOEHOK — 3TO €€ OUJIET B PYCCKYIO UCTOPUIO, HO B TO € BpeMsl —
OKOBBI, KOTOPBIE HAaBCET/1a MPUBSIKYT €€ K HETIOOMMOMY MYXY.

MBsICb 0 TOM, YTO MOC/IE POJOB OHA CTaHET HemHTepecHa OpIoBy, Tep3aa e€.

BepeMeHHOCTh HacTynMIa Tak BHE3aIHO, KaK ObIBAaeT rpo3a B SICHBIN JIEHb U 3TO €€ CHUJIBHO
Iyrajo.

g ExateprHsl, 4b€ cepale yxke NPUHALJIEKAIO JPyroMy — IBIJIKOMY U cTpacTHOMY OprioBy
— 3T0 OBUIO He OarocIoBeHue, a MpokATHe. Kax/plil TomIok peOEHKa BHYTPH HEE OT3BIBAJICS Tpe-
Boroii u crpaxoM. OHa He xoTesa 3Toro pedéHka. He xorena, 4roObl OH CTasl Mperpagon Ha MyTH K
€€ UCTUHHOM JII0OBH, K €€ aMOULIASM.

...Bpems TsHY/mOCH HEBBIHOCHMMO MeJIeHHO. ExkaTepuna, oT4assHHO 60posach ¢ HEM30EKHBIM.
OHa Tyro cTaruBaja K1UBOT, HaJesCh 3aMe/ITUTh NpUOIMKaoIuecs poipl. B e€ rnaszax 3acTeul yxac
nepes OyIyImMm, Iie OHa Bujiena ceOsl crapelolei 1 3a0bITOM, KOrJja MOJIOIOCTh M KPacoTa YBSIHYT
nox, OpeMeHeM MaTeprHCTBa. A Belb OHa Tak Jnoousia OpioBa, Tak kak/Jajla ero CTpacTi 1 BHUMa-
HUA.

Pozpl ObM 1ONMTMME ¥ M3HYPUTENbHBIMU. PeOEHOK MOSBIIICS Ha CBET CIaObIM, C MCKaXEH-
HBIMM yepTamu. B creHax aBopla, Ijie Hapuia XOJOo4HAas POCKOIb, OH CTal OOBEKTOM ILEernoTa U
ocyxJeHus. "Yporen'", - MeNnTaauch 3a CIIMHOM, KOTIa HsAHA NPUHECIa MIaJieHIa K Martepu. Exare-
pMHA CIbIILIAJIA 3TU CJIOBA, U OHU PAHWIN €€.

ITpuHsAB peGEHKA HA PyKH, OHA MBITAJIACh IOYYBCTBOBATh MATEPUHCKYIO J11000Bb. OHa Urpasia ¢
HUM, HO B INTyOMHE /1yIIIM HE UCTIBIThIBAJIa HACTOSAIIEH MPUBA3aHHOCTU. MaJbllll pa3gpaxai e€, Kycam
rpyap. OHa OTBOpauMBasIaCh OT HETO, YyBCTBYS OTBPAILIEHUE U CTPaX.

Hsns, yxons, 6pocuia eii B JuIo:

—OH KaKOHU-TO HUKaKOu !

— JIMMHHBIA, HeOIarOpOIHBIN, KaK OOCSIK!

—He By B HEM LIapCKOW KpOBU !

—lymaio, uto corpemmiia Tel ¢ OpJIOBbIM, BOT U POOWIOCH CUE YyloBHLIE!

OpHaxapl, ocTaBIIMCh HaeAuHe ¢ Enn3aBeTon, OHa IPU3HAIACh:

—4 He xouy ¢ HuM cnatb! Haiigute eMy HAHBKY, PyCCKYIO!..
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EkarepriHa cMoTpesia Ha HEro ¢ OTCTpaHEHHOM kajocThio. OHa MbITanach UrpaTh B MaTepUH-
CTBO, KaK MOPOI0 UTPAIOT C JOOMMBIM KOTEHKOM — JIACKOBO, HO 0e3 TiTyOoKoi npuBsizaHHOCTH. OHa
[JIaIWJ1a ero 1Mo TOHKUM BoJIocaM, YOAloKMBasia, HO B €€ I1a3ax He ObUIO TOW BCEMOIJIOIIAIOIIEH
mMoOBY, KOTOPYIO OHA BUJIENA y APYTUX MaTepen.

ExartepriHa uyBCTBOBasa, Kak e€ THETET cOOCTBeHHOE AuTA. Kaxplid pa3, Korja roJoaHbId
MaJIbIII TPUKUMAJICS K HEl, uIlla yTellleHus, OHa OIllyIlaja JUIlb oTBpaieHue. Yacro e€ pasapa-
’aJo ero 6eCroMoIHOe cylecTBoBaHKe. Koria oH, ronoiHsbli, B ouepeiHON pa3 TSHYJICA K e€ Ipy/,
KyCaJl COCKH.

370 OBUIO COBCEM HE TO MATEPHHCTBO, O KOTOPOM OHa rpe3mia. Ckopee, 3TO ObUIO TSKKOE
Opemsi, MOCTOSTHHOE HAIIOMHUHAHKE O e€ cTpaxax — o motepe cedst, 00 yXOAAIIeH MOJIOJOCTH.

B riiy6une nymm Exatepuna Buziena B peOEHKe JHIIb OTpakeHHe CBOMX OIIMOOK, CBOIO TEHb.
Hecmotps Ha Bce ycumust ObITh 3a00TIMBOM, €€ cepiiie 0CTaBaIoCh XOJMOOHbIM. JlyIa e TockoBasa
IO TO¥ JIIOOBU U BJIACTH, KOTOPBIE CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE OOJIee KeTaHHBIMH.

Ioka e€ cpIH, cIadblif, W, KaKk el Ka3aJoch, MCKaXEHHBIH, pOC TEHbIO HA TpoHe, cama Ekare-
puHa HaOupasia cuty. OHa TOTOBUJIACH K CBOEH MCTUHHOW CyAbO€ — POJIM UMIIEPATPUIIbl, Ubsl )KU3Hb
Jo/KHA Obl1a OBITh Kyda Oonee 3HauuTenbHOW. Houamu e€ Tep3anu comHenus. OHa MOJMIIACh 3a
3nopoBbe [leTpa, yoexaas cedsi, 4TO OH JIOJKEH CTaTh JIOCTOMHBIM LIAPEM, OIIPABAATh €€ OKUIAHMUS.

B yriy, nepes ukoHaMu, OHa CTaBWIIA CBEYH, IPOCS MPOIIESHUSI 32 CBOM I'PEXH U 32 HECIOco0-
HOCTb TIOJIIOOUTH COOCTBEHHOTO ped€Hka. OHa 3HaJIa, YTO BIIEPE JOITUNA U TEPHUCTHIN MyTh, U e
NPUAETCS UTPaTh POJib JIIOOSIIEH MaTepy, Aake ey Ceplle OCTaHeTCsl paBHOAYIIHBIM. Eil HykHO
OBbLJIO BBUKUTH U TIOOEUTH B 3TOW OECIOIIAIHOM Urpe, yToOkl cTaTh ExatepuHoi Benukoi.

Heinp3s He ckasarp, uro Enuzasera [lerpoBHa, umneparpuiia, ¢ HETEpIEHUEM OXKHJaIa POXK-
JeHusl BHYyKa, mona moosu e€ modumoro [letpa u ¢peitmuab Exatepunabl. Ho korma magenerr,
[TaBesn, mosiBUIICS Ha CBET, €€ PaoCTh cMeHuIach HegoyMmenueM. Heysxenu ot I'puiiiku OpoBa?

B nonympake kaOuHeTa, e JHIb TPENETHOE IJIaMsl CBEYM OCBEIAIO POCKOIIHbIE IIeIKa 1
Oapxar, obnau€HHasi B HUX EnmsaBera morpysuiack B cBoM MbIciu. [lepen Helt jiexana packpbitas
KHUTA, HO B3MJIsA]] €€ ObLT YCTPEMJIEH B HEMTPOIISITHYIO HOUHYIO ThMY. DXOM B TUIIIMHE 3ByYaJlH CJIOBA,
npousHecéHHbIe ExaTepruHOi HECKOJIBKO YacoB Ha3a/l: "Bbl, Kak XOTUTE, HO C HUM CIaTh HE XOUy U He
Oyny! Haiinute HSIHBbKY — pyccKyio. MamKka — HeMKa oTKasbiBaeTcs1, ToBopHT: OH! Kakoi-To HUKaKoii!
Jmannseiid! Hebmaropoausiid, kak 0ocsk! Bel, yk, Kak 3HaeTe, HO He BHKY B HEM ITapCKO KpoBu!"

OTU pa3MbIIUIeHUsT ObLTM OOpaIlieHbl He K KOMY-TO KOHKPETHOMY, a CKopee K camoii cebe,
K BHYTPEHHEMY T'oJIoCy, LIENTaBlIeMy O HeBbIHOcMMOM npasje. iMneparpuna Beepocceuiickas He
MOIJIa CMUPHUTBCS C TEM, UTO €€ HACJIEIHUK, €€ IUIOTh U KPOBb, Ka3aJCs €l UyXKUM, HEIOCTOUHBIM
BEJIUYMSL.

—Jlymaito, 4to corpemmia, Kak nuTh gate — OproBa cue yyaoBuie!.. — MpouenTaga oHa,
MIPUKpPBIBAsI I71a3a.

O6pa3 I'puropusi OprnoBa, ero rpydasi cuia ¥ CTpacTh, Tereph Ka3aJluCh MUCTOYHUKOM eé
HBIHELIHero crpafanus. OHa 3aI71a cBevy 3a yrnokou otua, [lerpa Benukoro, BbiManusas y ['ocriona
MUJIOCTH JUISI MJIaJICHIIA, YTOOBI TOT OOPEN XOTh Moio0re MaTepuHCKOoU mooBu. OHa yoexaana ceds,
YTO OH 00s13aH OBITh HACTOSIIIMM LIAPEM, UTO €ro Oyayliee MpegonpeneseHo, Jake ecii OHa cama
HE MOTJIa TPUHSTh €ro TaKUM, Kakou OH ecTh. B KpacHOM yrily, nepel MKOHOM, 3aKIJ1ach eIlé ogHa
CBEYa — CUMBOJI €€ pacKasiHUsI U OTUYASTHHON HaJIeK /bl

...Ekarepune Hajoena wrpa B HOBYIO MIPYIIKY, B MaTh. JIlOOUTh ChiHa OHA He ymena. Dta
HECIOCOOHOCTh MPUYMHSLIA el 00Jb, CMEIIaHHYIO0 ¢ THEBOM — Ha ceOs1, Ha OprioBa, Ha camMo cyIIe-
CTBOBaHME 3TOr0 peOEHKA, KOTOPBIA ObUT MPOAYKTOM MX MUMOJIETHOW CTPACTH.

EnmuzaBera omrymana 3ToT AUCKOMQOPT Ha cede, CIOBHO HEBUIMMAsl TSKECTDb JIaBHJIa Ha e
TUICYH.
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BueszanHoe o3apenue nocetusio EnuzaseTy, CJIOBHO MOJTHUS, OCBETUBIIIast TEMHOE He0o. Perrre-
HHE cOo3pesio 3a cunTaHHble THU. OHa BbI3Bajia K cebe HeBecTKy, ExkarepuHy, CIOBHO MPOBHHUBIIIE-
rocs peoénka. Ta, OneHast ¥ UCITyraHHAsI, BOIILIA B KAOWHET, OIyCTUB TOJIOBY.

—TbI OTKa3BIBaCIIH MOEMY BHYKY B cCaMOM HeoOxoauMoM .. — ooBrHMIa Ennzasera, e€ ronoc
3ByYaJl KaK JIe[IsTHOW TOPHIB BETpa:

— IMo3BoJb HATIOMHUTB, KTO 1aJ TeOe MON0KEeHUe MPH ABOPE, KTO BO3BBICKII TEOSI.

CpbiBasich:

—HepomyctriMo npeHeOperaTh HACIEAHUKOM CaMOW MMITEPATPHUIIHI !

EkatepuHa crosiyia Mo4a, €€ rJ1a3a HaroJHSJIUCh CIe3aMU.

—Bririet yaro ¢ MoIokoM U TabakoM!.. — nprkaszana EnuzaBera, mpoTaruBas e Jaiky:

— D10 nomoxet Tede. U emy Toxe.

Ekarepuna B3s1a 4alky, €€ pyKy ApOKaJIu.

—Mornoko ectb, Barie BennaecTBo. .. — nporenTtana oHa, — HO oH... OH Kycaercsl.

—$I HUKOrIa He BN, KaK KOPMST MJIAJICHIIEB.

—41 He 3HAI0, 4TO JEJIATD.

Enuzasera npe3putenbHO (DbIpKHYJIA.

—MWnu 1 mocMoTpH, Kak crpapiisieTcst Kyxapka. M moMHu!.. — e€ roioc crai yrpoxarmoium:

— Ecnu moii BHYK OyaeT rosofath Mo TBOEH BHHE, 51 yObIO TeOst 1 OOBSIBIIIO, UTO ThI cama CBeJa
CUETBI C KU3HBIO.

Ilepexons Ha KpuK:

—To1 nonsina?

JlensHoi, Bcenommomarommii crpax ckoBai Exkarepuny. OHa He Morjia MPOM3HECTU HU CJIOBA,
JIMIIb KUBHYJIA, W, CJIOBHO 3arHAHHOE JKMBOTHOE, OpPOCMIIACh MPOYb M3 KaOMHETa, HANPAaBJIsAsACh Ha
KYXHIO, IJIe €€ KJaJjla HEU3BECTHOCTb, U, BO3MOXKHO, CITACEHHUE 11 €€ ChIHA.

Enun3asera ocranach oHa B TUIIMHE, JIUIIB ApOXKalliee Iiams CBEUM OCBEIAJIo €€ OTMHOYECTBO
Y TSDKECTh KOPOHBI, KOTOpas Ka3aiach el Bc€ Oojiee HermobeMHOM.

... Tak, B BeJIMUECTBEHHBIX 3aJ1aXx 3MMHETO JABOPIA, 71 30JI0TO U MIENK CONepHUYAIH ¢ Orec-
KOM OpHJUIMAHTOB, pa3BOPAYMBANIACh ApaMa, CKpbITas 3a (hacagioM MPUABOPHOM KU3HU.

Nmnepatpuiia, OKpykE€HHAS JIECThIO U TIOKJIOHEHHEM, YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 OMMHOKON B CBOEM
BeJIMYMU. B 3TOT Mup, NOJIHBINA HEPEMOHUI U MOJUTHUECKUX UT'P, BOPBAJICS IBapieel], CJIOBHO CBe-
KU BETEp, pa3BesIBLIMI 3aTXJIbI BO3yX UHTPHT.

I'puropwuii OpIoB, ¢ €ro OTKPBHITHIM B3IJISIIOM U HEMOKOIEOMMON YBEPEHHOCTBIO, ObLT AAJIEK
OT YIOIUTMBBIX MPUABOPHBIX. OH TOBOPWMII IIPSIMO, HE OOSICh BHIPaXkaTh CBOE MHEHHUE, M 9Ta CMEJIOCTD
nopasuia Enuzasery. VX ciydaiiHas BcTpeua Ha Oaity, KOra OH OCMENHICS MPEJIOKUTD eil OoKa
UTPUCTOTO BHHA, CTaJIa HAYAJIOM Yero-To OOJBIIIETO.

Beuepa Bo aBOpIIE cTa/IM HAIOJHATHCA €ro MpucyTcTBueM. OH paccKasblBajl O CBOMX MPUKJIIIO-
YeHUsIX, AeIUJICs MBICIsIME o OymymeM Poccun, u B aTux Gecenax EnuzaBera Haxoausa He TOJBKO
pasBiieyeHue, HO M UCKpeHHU# nHTepec. OH BUieN B HEll He TOJbKO MMIIEPATPUILy, HO U JKEHIIUHY,
YCTaBIIYIO OT OPEMEHH BIIACTH.

Mex 1y HUIMH 3apOANIIACH CBSI3b, COTKAHHAS U3 YBaKEHHS U B3aUMHOW cumnatii. OH BOCXU-
11aJIcs €€ yMOM U CUJIOH, OHA LIEHWJIa €ro YeCTHOCTh U MPEJaHHOCTh. B 3TOM Mupe, e Kaxaplii 1mar
ObLT IPOCYNTAH, UX OTHOIIECHHS CTaJM OCTPOBKOM MCKPEHHOCTH, TalHOW, KOTOPYIO OHM OepekHO
XpaHWIX B cepiiie 3UMHEro JBOpIIA.

HecmoTps Ha Ti1yOOKYI0 IPUBSI3aHHOCTb, MX CBSI3b OblIa 0OpaMyIeHa CTPOTMMH paMKaMH Ipu-
aBopHoro trkera. mnepatpuia EnuzaBera, X0Th 1 TI0OWIIA BECebe, HUKOTa He 3a0bIBaJia O CBOEM
BBICOKOM TOJIOKeHUH. OTKPBITOE MPOsiBIIeHHE YyBCTB K OPJIOBY MOIJIO CITPOBOIIMPOBATD CIIJIETHU U
MHTPUTH, YEro OHa BCAYECKU M30erana.
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I'puropwuii OpIoB, B CBOIO OY€pe/ib, TPEKPACHO OCO3HABAI, UTO €r0 Kapbepa U MOJIOKEeHUEe TPH
ABOPE HATIPSIMYIO 3aBUCAT OT MIJIOCTU UMIepaTpuiibl. OH cTapaiicsi BecTH cedst 0e3ynpedHo, HO UHO-
I71a B €ro0 IJ1a3ax WM jKeCTax MPOCKasb3biBajia eBa YJIOBUMAasl HEKHOCTb.

WX oTHOIIEHN s OBUTM MHOTOT'PAHHBI U TIOJTHBI POTUBOpeunii. OHU ObLTM TOBAPHUITIAMU, JIOBE-
PEHHBIMHU JIMI[AMH, 3 BO3MOXHO, M YeM-TO OOJBIIIMM, HO MX CBSI3b BCEIZla OCTABAIACH OKYTAHHOM
3aBECOU TalHBI.

OpnHax 11, BO BpeMsI ITPOTYJIKH IO NapKy, Enm3asera nopenunack ¢ OpJIoBBIM CBOMM YyBCTBOM
O/IMHOYECTBA U YCTAJIIOCTU OT OpemMeHu Biactu. OpIioB, He B CHJIaX CAEPKAThCs, B3sUI €€ 3a PyKy U
TOIETIOBAJT. B 9TOT MUT MeX/1y HUMU BCIIBIXHYJIA UCKPA CTPACTH, HO 00a MOHUMAJIHU, YTO UX CBS3b
HE MOXET NepepacT B HEUTO OoJblIiee, YeM TIATOHUYECKas JII0OOBb.

Enu3zaBera, oco3HaBasi BCIO OMACHOCTh TAKOW OTM30CTH, IPUHSIIA PElIeHHEe JUCTAHIIMPOBATHCS
ot Opnosa. OpJioB ke MOHSUI, YTO HAPOUUTOE OXJIAXKAEHUE — eIMHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCOO COXPAaHHUTh UX
oTHomIeHus1. B ero cepatie HaBcerna octasics oopas Enuzasersl, Bennkoii JKeHIMHBI, KOTOpast Mpo-
Oynuia B HEM camble ITyOOKHe JyBCTBA.

OprnoB cTpemuTenbHO HaOMpasl Bec U BiausHue B uMriepun. CtaB paBoputom Exarepunsl, oH
HUKor/1a He 3a0bBasl 0 Enmsasere [leTpoBHe, TOM, KTO OTKPbLIA €My MUP JIIOOBU M KPacOTHI.

B crenax emé He1ocTpoeHHOro 3MMHETO JIBOpIIa XpaHUIach TailHa ux 4yBcTB. Ho naxe ceit-
yac, Korja BeTep IIeJIeCTUT B TIAPKOBHIX aJlIesiX, MOKHO YJIOBHUTh OT3BYKH WX JIIOOBU — HEKHOU U
oOpeuéHHOM. Kak TyT He BCIIOMHUTH O TOM, KTO HaBCer/1a rnmoceuyics B cepaie? Bepb eif, BO3MOXKHO,
MPUAETCS TIOMIOOUTH €ro OTOMKA.

...BHYK, KOTOpOro oHa MBICJIEHHO Tpo3Bajia "HOBOW WMrpymikord Katbku", OBICTPO HACKYYHJI
ero mMarepu. [le€HkH, AETCKUIA T1a4, OECKOHEUHbIe 3a00Thl — BCE 9TO ObLIO TOM 4uyXkJ0. JIIOOUTH
coiHa ExatepuHa He ymerna v He keJaja.

B nyme Enmzasetsl pocia oouaa: Ha cedsi, 32 HECITIOCOOHOCTh MCIIBITATh MATEPUHCKYIO TIPUBSI-
3aHHOCTb, M Ha ['puropus, 3a 310 1uTs, poxkaEHHOe EkarepuHol, el ka3anock, uyto IlaBen Ha Bcé
100% ot I'puropust Oprosa.

Exarepuna xe, 4yBCcTBys ceOs1 3arHAHHOM B YToJI, OLIyIaJIa HEMEHBIIUN TUCKOM]OPT.

OrtTasB OT JibJIa YyBCTB, OTITYCTUB W3 MyIm npu3pak [ 'puropus Opnosa, EnnzaBera mpoHMK-
J1ach JIIOOOBBI0 OA0YIIKK K MaJIeHbKOMY CYIIIECTBY, KOTOPOE IO CYTH — CaMOe JOPOroe B e€ KU3HM.

Oma gy B HEM He Yasijia, HEOTCTYITHO HAXOIUIAch oM, OajioBasia v urpaia. "Viau, Massi,
KO MHE, — 4acTO rOBOpHMJIa OHA BCIYX, — 3TO sl — TBOSI MaryIiika, a He Karbka, qypéxa!”

[opoii cxumast B 00bsATUSIX KporeuHoro Ilasna, Enuzasera omymiana B cede, Kak BOJTHY HEX-
HOCTH, TaK ¥ KT'yIyl0 HeHaBUCTb. CJIeMyIO SI/IOBUTYIO HEHABUCTh K TOH, UTO MOJapuiia eMy KU3Hb, HO
HE CMOIJIa JaTh HU 3a00Thl, HH T0OBU. ExaTteprna. DT0 UMs BHI3BIBAJIO JIMIIIL TPE3PEHHE.

—Bbumateiii — Katbka!.. — menTajia oHa, BBIXO[s U3 JAETCKOW M OCTaBJIsisl 3a ABEPHIO THXOE
COMeHHe BHyKa.

—Ilerpyma coBcem apyrum ObLI.

3aropasich CTpaxoM HEYBEPEHHOCTH:

—He naii 6or, He ¢ HUM, BCE ke TUTS ciesaia pacmyTHHLA !

Bnacts EnuzaBetst Obiia Oe3rpaHnyHa, a e€ MeTosl — cypoBbl. OHa Aeprkaia BCE O CBOUM
HEYCBHIITHBIM KOHTPOJIeM, BHyIast cTpax Exarepune uepe3 OypHbIe UICTEPUKH, B KOTOPBIX MeperiieTa-
JIMCh — TIOJIO3PUTENILHOCTD, HEHABUCTH U OOSI3Hb TIOTEPSATH TO, YTO OHA CUUTANIA CBOHUM.

OpHaxIpl, KOTZIa K CTOJY TOAAM HECBEXYI0 CMeTaHy, THeB Enn3aBeThl BBUIMJICS B yrpO3bI
yOUICTBOM, OT KOTOPBIX 3aMep Bech 3a1. HUKTO He ocMmenuiicst Bo3pas3uth. [1oBapoB, oqHOTO 3a Apy-
T'M, OTIPABJISUIM Ha HAKa3aHUE, HO 3TO ObLIIO HE CTOJIBKO BO3ME3/IME 32 MPOCTYIIOK, CKOJIBKO AEMOH-
cTpanust cuibl it ExaTepuHs.

EnuzaBera Bunena B Hell, HEOIBITHOW MaTepH, COMIEPHUILY B O0pbOe — 3a MPeCTod, 3a BIACTh, 32
BCE, UTO OBUIO €1 JOPOro. Mesx 1y HUMH pa3ropesioch HEINacHOE, HO 0KeCTOUEHHOE IPOTUBOCTOSTHHUE.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.

43


https://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=74043179

	Глава
	Пролог
	Нужный час
	Игра Судьбы
	Тень на троне
	Крестик на перепутье
	Екатерина ждёт
	Царские тревоги
	Тайна царского креста
	Испытание благодатью
	Тень Романовых
	Оставалось два последних дня
	Кровавое пятно на кресте
	Вещий сон Екатерины
	ИРОНИЯ СУДЬБЫ
	Июльский смрад

	Тень Ипатьевского дома
	КАРЛИК
	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

