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«[To3apaBinsio, BH ymMepan. XOTUTE TTPOIOJIKUTH ?» TEXHOIOTHS MPOKCH celaa
BO3MOXHBIM 1TppoBoe OeccmepTue. Terepb cMepTh — He KoHell, a Bridop,
pemurus u ycnyra.CeMHaanaTuIeTHANR AJIeKC KrBeT B oxxugannu Lpkma —
TPEeXAHEBHOTO 00psiia, KOTOPHIH JIOIKEH ITPEBPATUTh €r0 B IMOJIHOMPABHOTO
HOCHUTEJISI IPOKCH M TIOATOTOBUTH K OymymeMy O6eccmeptuio. Kaxxnoe yTpo
AJIEKCy SIBIISIETCS TIPOKCH YMepIIieid MaTepH, HO ee KOMHS HeloJIHA: OHa 3a0bIBacT
PasroBOPHI, MTyTaeT MPOILIoe U 00JIe3HEHHO HATIOMHWHAET, YTO Jaxe rmodeaa Haj
CMEPTBI0O MOKET COXPaHUTh He BCETO YesoBeKa.AJIeKC yBEpeH, UTO ¢ HUM Bce
oyner nnade. Ho Iluk mpuBoauT ero He K obenaHHOMY OyayImeMy, a K CTpaHHOM
JEBYIIIKE B HAYIITHUKAX W 4eI0BeKYy, KOTOphIid 3HaeT o [Ipokcu ropasao Oosbiie,
YeM MOJIOKEHO 3HaTh BepyomuM. M yem Oomnbliie AJleKke y3HaeT, TeM CTpalirHee
CTaHOBUTCS BOIPOC: UTO UMEHHO JIOJIKHO TIEPEeKUTh CMEPTh, YTOOBI 3TO BCE €IIIe
OBLT THI?
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IIpokcu

I'maBa 1 fIBiaeHne

— Ilopa npockInaTbesi, — MATKUIA KEHCKUI rojloc BbiBeN AJIeKca U3 CHa.

OH crnierka MpUOTKPbLUI I71a3a: MyTHBIA B3I 3alIapUJI IO CTOPOHAM B TMOMCKaX MCTOYHMKA
rosioca. VI3 nomyTeMbl IPOCTYNMIN CTEHBI, IUTOPA, KA 1 ABEpbh — HUKOro. Kpome Hero B koMHare
He ObUTO HU aymi. Wi Tak Ka3aaock CripocoHbsl. [IonbITKa pacKphITh I71a3a MIMPEe BCTPETHIA Pely-
TeJIbHOE COIpOTHBJIeHHE. FIM CJIOBHO ObI YTO-TO MELIAJO.

Csert, noHs11 AJekc.

OH Ty1o ycTaBWJICS HA CBUCAIOIIUI C MOTOJIKA CBETUJIbHUK. JIMBILIMIICA U3 HErO pOBHBIN OeJIbIil
MOTOK JIaBWJI Ha JIMLIO, 3aCTaBJIAsl BEKU HENPOU3BOJIBHO CkuUMarbhcs. CBET OYITO FOBOPUIL: 3aKpOil
I71a3a U JIeXKU CMUPHO. B ero jaBjieHnn 4yBCTBOBAJIOCh YBEPEHHOE CIIOKOICTBUE, CIIUIIIKOM YBEPEH-
Hoe Jy1s 0ObIYHOrO cBerta. byaro. ..

Ero o o3apuiioch noHnmanueM. CBeT czieliall CBoe JIeJ10. AJleKC nepecTasl CONPOTHBIIATHCS
1 3aKpbU1 m1a3a. OnycTUBIIMECS BEKM CENAM Mpak Iepel IJa3aMU MOYTH HElpPOHMLAeMbIM. A
3HAUUT — MJEaTbHO MOAXONAIINM JUIs SIBJIeHu.

— A CoB0? — HaIOMHWJI TOT K€ KEHCKHUI TOJIOC, CTOMJIO TbME CTYCTUTBCSI.

— 3Halo, 3Hal0, — MBICJIEHHO OTO3BaJICsl AJIEKC, HO corvlalarhes He crnemmi. Bmecto storo
OH MEJIJICHHO TIOTSIHYJICS ¥, IOBEPHYBIINCH K CTEHKE, 3aKOMAJICs JIMIIOM TOrTyoke B MOAyIKy. 1o
BCEMY TeJly NpooOexkaa NpUATHAsA IPOCOHHAS JPOXKb.

— AJlb, HY, — IPO3BYYAJIO C JIETKOW YKOPU3HOM.

AJexkc peltms He UCTIBITHIBATh TEPIIEHHE JI0NbIlIE U 3ayYE€HHO MPOILENTal HapacIieB:

— Jla cBATUTCA MM TBOE, Ja IpsAJET LapcTBUE TBOE, Aa OyAeT BOJISA TBOS Ha 3eMile, KaK Ha
HeOe. AMVHB.

Jnst SIBnenust 6pU10 BOBce He 00513aTeNTbHO MTPOU3HOCUTD BECh TEKCT MOJIUTBBL. « AMHHB» OBLIO
Obl JocTaTouHo. [la 4To yK, MpOKCH XBaTuiio Obl U ero skenanus. Ho emy 3axorenoch mopagoBarh
Mamy.

Ee sBneHue He 3acTaBuIio ceds kaaTh. B TeMHOTE MpOCTYNIII 3HAKOMBIN CHITYST. Mama BbITIs-
7iena MOJIO0, MJIaJIIle CBOMX JIET. YBU/Ib UX ceivac KTO-HUOYAb PsIOM, BpsAJ JIU IPUHsUI Obl ee 3a
ero Matb. CBeT/Ible, HEMHOTO B PBUKHMHY, BOJIOCHI, 3A0CTPEHHBIE YePTHI JIMIA 1 HEU3MEHHAs YIIbIOKa
— OHa ObUIa M3 TeX YAMBHUTEJBHBIX JIIOAEH, YTO YIBIOAHCH 110 JII0OOMY MOBOAY, Jaxe Koraa Obuin
pasapaxensl. Hanprmep, kak ceifuac.

IToxoxe, monuTBa He momora. Ckopee Ha00OPOT — U HEYAUBUTENIBHO. DTO ObUIAa MaMa, KOTO-
PYIO OH XOPOLIO 3HAJ: COCOOHAsI YBU/ETh HAMEK Ha Oe3pasynuue Jaxe B MoJI0OHON HepacTopoIl-
HOCTH.

— Kak TBOM jena? — npenynpesxaas BOSMOXKHBIM YIIPEK, TPOU3HEC AJIEKC.

Ha mraosenue 1o ee sty npodesxaia TeHb — I'yObl CKPUBIJIHICHh B YXMBUIKE, a I71a3a HeA00po
CY3WJIMCh, — HO 32 3TMM HMYEro He MOC/eJOBAI0. YKe B CIEAYIOLMIA MU OHA, KaK HA B YeM He
ObIBAJIO, IPOU3HECIA!

— Kakue y menst moryt ObITh fies1a? Thl styuriie mpo ceOst pacCKaxH.

OH ObUI TOTOB K 3TOMY Borpocy. bosee Toro, »ian ero — pasroBop IBUrajicsi B IPUBBIYHOM
pyciie. AJiekce B3su1 HEOOJBIIYIO MTay3y M HayaJl paccKas: Mpo MOCIeAHNE PUBKIIbL, JOMAITHUE Jea —
MaMa BHUMATeJIbHO CIIyllaja U KuBaia. EMy OblJIO HEMHOT'O CTBIIHO 32 CBOIO JIOKb, HO OHa HUKAK He
MOIJIa €ro MPOBEPUTh, & TOBOPUTh O PEAJIbHBIX AeNaX... AJIEKC HEBOJIbHO CKPUBMJICS.

— Yro ciayunnocs? — 6e3 MPOMEAJIEHUI OTpearupoBaja OHa.

K cuactblo, y Hero Obl1 3aroToBJIEH OTBET U HA TAKOW CITydail.
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— Ckopo Luki, — nocnenHo npousHec AJiekc.

— Vke? — B ee roJyioce Mnocybianock ynupienue. — Kak? Tbl ke y MeHs ellle COBceM MaJIeHb-
Kuii!

— Mam-M, — AJieKc MPOTSHY TOCTEIHIO OyKBY, OYATO XOTeJ CKa3aTh YTO-TO eIlle, HO B
MOCJ/IeTHUIA MOMEHT TepenyMasl. OHa oTpearnpoBasia TOYHO Tak ke, Kak ¥ B Mponuislil pa3. Kak u
BCeraa, Korjaa pedb 3aXofinia O Bo3pacTe.

— Tomoxau. .. — Ha JIOy MOJIOION JKSHITIMHBI TIOSIBUJIUCH MOPIIUHKUA. — CKOJIbKO TeOe yxe?

— IMoutn BoceMHaALaTh, — CYXO OTBETHJI OH. DTO ObUIA OHA U3 CAMBIX CJIOKHBIX yacTei
pasroBopa, HO OH ObLT K HEH TOTOB.

— CKoJIbKO? — HEJJOYMEHHO Tepecripocuia oHa. — Thl HUUEro He MyTaellib?

AJiekc Movait.

— Ecnu teGe moutn BoceMHaLaTh, TO MHE JIOJKHO OBITh... — OHa clieiajia nay3y ¥ 3ayM-
YHMBO MIOCMOTpeIa BOOK, Oyaro cuntaia B yme. — Copok msiTh! Pa3zBe TBOs Mama BBITJISAUT Ha COPOK
MATh?

— Her, KOHEYHO, Thl OTJIMYHO COX... — AJIEKC 3alHYJICA. — BoIryisauib.

UYepr, BeIpyrajcs oH npo ceOsi. VI TyT ke HIMPOKO YIBIOHYIICS, MBITAsICh CKPHITh HEJIOBKOCTb.

— Hy n myTku y 1651, KOHEUHO, COPOK ISATh, — BCE €I11e C HEIOBOJILCTBOM, HO yXe CIIOKOWHEe,
MPOM3HECTIA OHA.

Hey:xenu nponecno? Anekc MbICIEHHO BbIIOXHYJI.

— Kak oten? — kak HH B 4eM He ObIBAJIO MTPOJOJIKUIIA OHA.

BuyTpr uto-To ynano. He mponecno. [ocnenqHne HeCKONBKO SIBICHUH eMy yAaBaJIOCh YCIIEIITHO
00XONUTH 3Ty TeMy. Bunumo, He B 3T0T pa3. U Hajo ke ObUIO eMy Tak OTOBOPHUTHCS ?

«OTIMYHO COXpaHMIaCh», — Jiypalikas ppa3zodka oTia.

— HopmaiibHo, — OpOCHIT OH ¢ HAUTPAHHOM 0e33200THOCTBIO.

— CHoBa MocCcOpUINCh? — yYacTIMBO CIPOCHIIA MAMHUHA MTPOKCH.

AJleKkc HMYero He OTBETWI, JIMIIb HEOoNpeneseHHO AEpHYN roiioBoil. HecMoTpst Ha Bce ero
MONBITKYA U30€kaTh, BOIPOC YIAPHII B TO K€ CaMOe MECTO.

— XoueMb 51 C HUM MOTOBOPI0? — OHA He OTCTyMaa.

— Jla kakoii cmbicn?! — B3opBasicsi Ajiekc. — Tl jke Bce paBHO 3a0y/ielllb. . .

I'maza MaMHHO¥ POKCH B3BOJIHOBAHHO PACIIUPUIIUCH.

— Of1, 1agHO, — OH MOCTapascs B3ATh ce0s B pyku. — [IpocTo XoTen cka3arh, YTO KaKoe-TO
BpeMsi Mbl HE CMOXeM BUAEThCs. Thl ke 3Haelllb, BO BpeMs Llukiia Hesb3s1 OJIb30BaThCs IPOKCH.

MamuHa pOKCH JIMIIb TPYCTHO KMBHYJA.

— IIpoctn, — no6aBMIIa OHA MOCTIe KOPOTKOM May3bl.

— Tebe He 3a UTO U3BUHSATHCS, THI HU B U€M HE BHHOBATa, — IMPUMH PUTEIBLHO MPOU3HEC AJIeKC.
— IIpocro nepexusaio nepen Hadanom Lukia. He cnepxaics.

— Tlonumato, — oboapsitole YabIOHYIaCh MAMUHA MTPOKCU. — Thl Y MEHSI yMHBIM, ThI CO BCEM
00s13aTeIbHO CIpaBUIIILCs. [IoMHHM, 1 1 Tara — MbI 00a TeOsT JTI0OMM.

— Jla, — oto3Bajcs Anekc. — Toxe Teds moomo. [Toka.

— Jlo BcTpeun, — Ha JIMIe TPOKCH 3acThUla TPYCTHAs YJbIOKA, MOKA ee CHIYST MEeAJIEHHO
pacTBOpsIICS B TEMHOTE.

AJIEKC OTKpBLI IJ1a3a.

PasroBop ocraBui1 mocie cedsi cTpaHHOe HenpusiTHOoe 4yBcTBO. Kaxplii pa3 oHa 3ajaBajia
MPAKTHYECKH OJIHU U Te € BOIMPOCH — OH MOT Obl YK€ IaBHO K HUM MPUBBIKHYTh. HO MPUBBIKHYTH
HE TOTyYasloch. A MOXKET ObITh, TPOMEJIbKHYJIA MBICIIb, IEJIO B TOM, YTO OH CJIMIIKOM IPUBBIK ?

AJIeKc UCIBITaT BHE3AIMHBINA TPUCTYIT TOIIHOTHI, a B MPABOM BHUCKE 3aITyIbCHPOBAJIO OOJBIO.
Murpens? B kuBOTE OTPHUIIATENBLHO 3aypyasio — HET, IPOCTO TOJIOI.



B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

OH pe3KuM JBUKEHUEM MOTHSJICS U CEJl, OIyCKasi HOTY ¢ KpoBaTH. JlepeBsHHBII 110J1 TAXOHBKO
CKPUITHYJI O], TSKECTBIO €ro cTynHel. KoHUMKY nasiplieB yHenuInch 3a 4TO-TO MATKOE — IHOPTHI.
OTr4HO, TIOIyMaJs OH, OCTAJIOCh HAlTU (PyTOOJKY.

AJlekc HaTSHYJI IIOPTHI MOYTH BCJIENYI — IJla3a HE MOCHEBAJIM 3a OCTajlIbHBIM TejaoM. OH
3aMopraji, IbITasiCh UM B 3TOM MTOMOYb — U cpadoTano! B3misa TyT ke 3aCKONb3MUII 10 MOy B TTOUC-
Kax (pyTOOJIKH, HO yKEe CKOPO yIepcsi B CTEHBI — HHUYETO.

OH HexoTs NoaHsT I1a3a BBepX. CTeHbI MpeICTaBIsM coOoi rmevaapHoe 3penuiie. [layTruHa
TPELIMH Ha HUX IUIaBHO MEpeXouiia B MAyTUHY peayibHyl0. M, XOTS TEMHOTA 3TO TILATEIBHO CKpPbI-
Basa, AJIEKC 3HaJI, YTO B YIJIy BO3Jie OKHA kW1 nayk. OH ycTpous ceGe rHe3/10 3a ITOPOH.

Barisin npockanrpoBai ee cBepxy BHU3. [lTOTHAsE cepo-CHHSIS TKaHb ObLIa CUIIKOM JITTUHHOM
¥ OTTOTO BEYHO JieKasla Ha TIOJTy HepSILIUTMBBIMU CKJIafKamHu. V3-3a Hee mpoOuBaJics eBa 3aMeTHBIH
CBET — €IMHCTBEHHOE HAlIOMHHAHKE 00 UMEIOIIeMCs] B KOMHATe OKHE. AJIeKC MPaKTUYEeCKU BCeraa
AepiKaJl IITOPY 3aKPbITOM.

Ero B3misi HEBOJIBHO BEPHYJICS K MOTOJKY. [IbUTBHBINA CBETHIIBHUK CMOTPEJ Ha HETO CBEPXY
CBOEM MycToH I71a3HuIlelt. Terepp, Koraa Bce 3aBepIInioch, ObLIO MpeaesbHO SICHO — Oe3 SIBnenus
B 9TOW KOMHATE CBETY B3AThCS ObLJIO MOMPOCTY HEOTKY/A.

Barsa xoTen ckonb3HYTh Jalibilie — HO JIajibliie ObUIo HeKya. [lomapnaHHblil cTapbli aepe-
BSIHHBIN MIKag ¢ ero onexaon. Takas ke aBepb. M HUKaKo# (pyTOONKH.

— Jla Kyza ke OHa rojieBaJiach? — yxke coOMpascs BOSMYTHTHCS AJIEKC, Kak BAPYT €ro B3IJISIT
ynaut Ha nioctesnib. Cmsitast Oenast pyTOOsIKa Jexkana mpsMo Mepes HUM Ha ITPOCTHIHM.

«Attention is all you need», — racusia HaaMUch Ha HeW. MHOTO3HAYHO XMBIKHYB, OH HATSIHYJI
(yTOONKY Ha ceOsi U TOTLIesICS B CTOPOHY JBEPH.

B xopunope ero He kaajao HAYEero HoBOro. MIHTepbep OTIIOBCKOTrO J0Ma He OJIMCTan pa3Ho00-
paszuem. Te ke TOCKH, TpeIrHbI, HACEKOMbIEe — AJIEKC 3aMe/IJIHJI IT1ar, YTOOBl He HACTYIUTh Ha Clie-
IIMBIIIETO TIO0 CBOMM JIeJlaM XKydKa. Bce, 4To TyT MOXKHO ObLIO OOHApYXHUTh, OMUCHIBATIOCH OTHUM
CJIOBOM — cTapbe. Miu, Kak npearnoynTas BbIpakaTbesl caM OTell. ..

— AHTUKBapuar, — AJIeKC IPOU3HEC CIIOBO BCyX. Jlake 3BYK ero COOCTBEHHOTO rojioca Moka-
3aJICsl MY CTapbIM U NOTPECKABIIAMCSI.

U Ta e yepToBa YKCTOTA U MOPSIOK — OTell JeUCTBUTENIBLHO 3a00THIICs 0 foMe. Ero ax mepe-
JEpHYJIO OT OTBpalieHus. 3a Bce BpeMs C UX Iepeesna ciofa AJleKC HU pa3y He yOpaJicsi B CBOEH
komHare. 1 oty He nmo3Bossul. OH He MOHMMAJ, KaK MOXHO ObUIO 0oOeperaTh W IIEHUTh BECh 3TOT
XJIaM Y TIpY 3TOM HEHABUJIET. . .

Ero mMpiciu ripepBajt ouepeHoN UMITYJIbC TooBHOM 60mu. K cyacThio, 1Beph Ha KyXHIO OblIa
MPSIMO NIepe]l HUM. AJIEKC JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYJI €€ U BOIIE] BHYTPb, COITPOBOK/1AEMbIil TUXUM CKPUIIOM.

ConHeuHble JIy4uM cpa3y ylapuiu eMy B I71a3a. OH MoMopHIWiICs, MPUKpbIBas IJ1a3a pykoi. B
OTJINYME OT €ro KOMHAThl ¥ KOPUJOpa 3[1€Ch IAPCTBOBAJI CBET.

Hy nouemy Hesb3s1 ObLJIO 3aIITOPUTH OKHA? — pa3ApakeHHO MoAyMall AJIeKC, MOKa ero riasa
MIPUBBIKAJIN K CBETY.

KyxHs npencrasisiia co6oii HeOObIIYI0 KOMHATYIIIKY CO CTOJIOM, OKPYKEHHBIM HECKOIbKUMHU
CTYJIbSIMU, KyXOHHBIM FapHUTYPOM U YEPHBIM MTPAMOYToibHUKOM TV Ha creHe. CTapuHHOE yCTpOii-
CTBO JUISl IPOCMOTpA BUJIEO ObLJIO, HABEPHOE, CAMBbIM HOBBIM INpEeAMETOM B aome. U, BO3MOXKHO,
MMEHHO T03TOMY — CaMbIM JIIOOMMBIM.

ITpukaszas TV BkmounThbes, AJIEKC Cpady HanpaBWiCA K rapHurypy. [IoBuHysCh mpyxuHe,
JBEpPb 32 CIIMHOM CO CKPUIIOM 3aXJIONHY/1ach. OH 0OOTHYJI CTOJ, JIMIIb CJIETKa CKOCHB B3IV HA CTO-
SIIYI0 HA HEM MHUCKY C CyIIOM — OTell BCerja OCTaBJIsll eMy €y, KOrAa YXOAUJI [0 CBOUM JeJlaM.
AJlekc TpOMTrHOPHPOBaJ NMPU3BIBHOE YpuaHue B xkenyake. He HykHbI eMy nogauku. YepHas naHenb
TEM BPEMEHEM pacliBejia IPKUMU KPacKaMH.
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He poxunasicb okoHuanus 3arpy3ku TV, Asiekc BKIIOUMI JIEKTPUUECKUN YalHUK. VI3-mof
oOynMBIIENCS KPACKU Ha €ro Iy3aToM Tejie MpOCTyMal rofiblid TUIACTUK. Boma BHYTpU HEro yke
Hayasia u37aBaTh XapaKTepHOE IIUTEHIE.

«...BcrynAr B Liepkob I1poken, momyuyar. . .» — pa3ganoch 3a CIIMHOM.

— Crnenyromuii, — He 06opaunBasich, Opocuit AJIeKC U OTKPBUI JBepIly HaBecHOro Imkaga. Ha
HIDKHEH TOJIKe aKKYPaTHBIMH PsiIaMH pacriosiarajiach yuctasi nocyna. OH gocTai OfHy U3 CTOSIINX
TaM KpYy’KeK U BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPENl — HET JIU CKOJIOB.

Hu tpenmnkmn.

OnoOputebHO KUBHYB, AJIEKC MOCTaBWJI €€ Ha CTOJCHIHHUILY repen coOoi. DTo Obuia ero
KpyXKa. EnnHCTBeHHAs 1iesasi KpyKKa B JJOMe.

«...3aIyCTHJIM CaMblii OOJBINON JaTa-IIEHTP CO BpeMeH 31oHa. . .»

— Crnenyroumii, — rpousHec AJIEKC U MOTSHYJICS Ha BEPXHIOKO MOJIKY OTKPBITOro mkadga. O
M3BJIEK OTTYAA CTEKJISIHHYIO OaHKYy C pacTBOpuMbIM Kode. Hanmuch Ha ee STMKETKe MpaKTHUeCKH
cTepJiach — JIMIIb ABE 3070TUCThie OyKBHI J 1 C 3aurpanu O1MKamu Ha COJHIIE.

«...QHKep COBEPIINJI HAMa/IeHUE Ha IBYX HOCUTEJNEH. . . »

— Crenytoumii! — npukpuknyn Anekc Ha TV. — Hudero csitoro, — O6ypKHYJI OH ceOe o[
HOC.

Ho cronno emy OTKpBITh OaHKY, KaK TEPIKUAN M OOAPSIIUIA 3arax Koge BHITPABUII U3 TOJIOBbI
BCE HEHYKHbIE MBICITH. POT cam HarmojHUIICS CIIIOHOM, a B 00JIaCTH KHUBOTA YTO-TO 3aBOPOYATIOCH.

Ceituac, ceiuac, — yCIOKaMBaIOIIE MOTJIa T OH ceOsl 1o KHUBOTY. 3a CIIMHOM pa3/iaiach 3Ha-
KOMasl MeJIONIUsI U3 3aCTaBKH aHUME.

— Hlpyroe neno, — noxBayiui oH TV, Hackinas kode B KpykKy. Bosa B yaiiHMKe 3aKJIOKOTaJIa
0COOEHHO SIPOCTHO. AJIEKC MOCTIEIIUII €70 BHIKJIIOYUTh — aBTOMATHUYECKH TOT YKe JaBHO HE OTKJIIO-
yascs. OCTOPOXHO, 4TOObl HE OOXeubCsl MApOM, OH HAIWI B KPYXKKY KHUIISITOK — U KOpHUYHEBast
rOpKa MIHOBEHHO PaCcTBOPUJIACH, CO3JaB HEKHYIO OekeBYIO MeHKY. I[10qXBaTuB KpyXKKY U HECKOJIBKO
KPEKEPOB U3 OTKPHITOW MauKU PSAAOM C YaHUKOM, AJIeKC ABUHYICSA K cTroiy. Ha skpane nokazanu
KpacHoe 5I0JI0KO, yIaBIliee B PyKy NMapHIO, KOTOPBIH TYT ke ero HaIKyCHJL.

U Tebe npusATHOTO anmeTuTa, mogyMan AJeKC U OTIHI U3 KPYKKH Kode. YTo X, ero 3aBTpak
OBLTT HE XYXKe.

OH cen 3a cTOJ M 3aMep, 3aMETUB O]l MUCKOU C cynoM 3anmucky. OH COBCEM He 3aMeTuI ee,
BOW/IS HAa KyXHI0. VI He XoTes 3amevarh. B3risq HEeBOIbHO CKOJIBb3HYI 1O 3aKOPIOYKaM, OCTaBJICH-
HBIM JJIs1 HETO OTIIOM.

«5 Ha xnapoume. Ena Ha crone, moenis.»

W uro-To Takoe. MokHO OBUIO AaXe He YMTaTh — OH M TaK 3HAJ, YTO TaM OBUIO HAIKCAHO.
BHyTpH Hero mosbIxHys1a 370CTh: OH YK€ B3POCIBIA U CaM PEINT, YTO eMy JIeNIaTh.

AJIeKC Kperiko ckajl KPyKKY M PbIBKOM MOJHEC ee Ko pry. ['opbkasi maxyuasi KUAKOCTh 000-
kra pot. I'motok. Kap noGexan BHU3 1O MUILEBOLY U pacTeKcs 1o KUBOTY. OH 3aKUHYJ KpeKep
B POT M YCHJICHHO HavaJ ero xesarb. Emme onuH rnotok. Kenynok orpearupoBajl JOBOJIBHBIM ypua-
HueM. ['010/] mocTeneHHo OTCTyMall, HO TONOBHAs OOMb He yXoauiaa. Ero MbICM CHOBa BEpHYJIHChH
K fIBneHuwo.

«XO0uelIb 51 ¢ HUIM TOroBOPI0?» — 9XOM MPO3BYYas B TOJIOBE OJIOC MAMHUHOM IMPOKCH.

Anexc cxan yemocTtb. Het, oH pa3o3nmiics He u3-3a Toro, uto oHa 3a0ynet. Ckopee HaoO0poT.
VY Hero He ObLIO XeJTaHUs Jaxe AymMarh 00 OTIe, HE TO YTO FOBOPHUTH ¢ HUM. Jlaxe eciu Obl OHA C
HUM U TIOTOBOPUJIA. . .

OH OpocuIt B3I/ HA 3aMMCKY U MPAYHO OTXJIEOHYJI U3 KpYXKKH Kode. Kakoit cMbIc qymarh
O HEBO3MOXHOM?!

[Tamsts. Bee neno B namaTi. CTOMIIO MX pa3roBOpaM XOTh HEMHOT'O BBIMTH 32 ITPeesIbl U3BECT-
HOM eil nH(pOpMaIK, — U OHU Kcue3anu Oe3 ciena. PaHpllie OH Ha MOJTHOM cepbese MbITaJICS NHTe-
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pecoBaThCsl ee AeIamMH, paccKasbiBasl O CBOMX. M He Ha HIyTKy OOMXKasics, KOrja OHa YTo-TO 3a0bI-
BaJia. VIckasl npUYnHBL.

Anexc cnenan 6onbioi r0Tok U nomopinwics. Koge nenpusatao ropunin. OH HEIOBOJIBHO
3aryIsiHYJI BHYTPb KPYXKH, CJIOBHO Ha/IESICh OTHICKATh PUYMHBI TaM. Ho mpuynH He ObLIO.

Tounee, nmpuynHa ObUIA B IPyroM. 3anuch B MPOKCH He ObLIa uaeanbHOi. B mamsatu Ajekca
cama coOo¥ BCIUIbLIa MH(pOpPMaIHs U3 puBWIOB. Proxy Inc rapantupoBasa HOBHIM O€CCMEPTHBIM
TOYHOCTB 3aricH B 99,999%. Onu Morim npoxuBaTh OECUMCICHHOE MHOKECTBO CUMYJISILIUIA U TIPH
3TOM OCTaBaThCs1 COOOH.

Ho k Mame 3T0 HEe OTHOCHJIOCH.

«CTapocTb He pajoCcTh», — elIle OIHA Iypallkasi PHCKa3Ka oTHa. AJieKca pa3ipaxaii OTLOB-
CKHMe (ppa3ouKky, MOCENUBINUECS y HEro B TojioBe. Be3BO3BpAaTHO ycTapeBIlMe, BETXHE: Kak 3Ta
MeOelTb, 3Ta KpyKKa, Aaxe 3ToT Kode. Ero B3risa yToHyn B TeMHOH ToJIIe HanuTKa. Kak Bce BOKpYT.

OH HUKaK He MOT CMUPHUTBCS C TEM, UTO 3Ta BETXOCTh, KaK IUIECEHb, BHEIACh B €I0 MBICIH
HaMepTBO. OOBIYHO OH OBI Cpasy ke MocTapajics OT Hee U30aBUThCs. BRITpaBUTH U3 CBOEH TOJIOBHI.
Ho ne B 3TOT pas.

HernpusiTHO ObUTO MpU3HABaTh, HO OTLIOBCKUE CJIOBA OTBPATUTEHHO TOYHO OMUCHIBATIM CJIO-
KUBIIyIocs cuTyanuio. CTapocTs He pajlocTb, OCOOEHHO KOTJIa peub Iula 0 OeCCMEPTHBIX.

[epBoiii 6eccmepTHsIi, [Tpokcn, KoHeuHO, ObUT HE B cueT. OH OblT €IMHCTBEHHBIM B CBOEM
pone. Ero nossienue crano aynom. Ero o6pa3 — MKOHOM.

Ho Bce Te, k10 cTan 6eccMepTHBIM /10 3UOHA. .. ObUTM 0OpEeYeHBI Ha HETIOIHYIO 3aruch. Jlerei
TOT/Ia KPECTHIIM PeKO — OOBIYHO Kelamlnue odpecTr GeccMepTue mpuHUManu KpeieHue yxe
B3POCIIBIMH. A 3HAUUT — MMEJM KOPOTKYIO mamsiTh. Ho MamuH ciydail ObL1 ere Xyxe.

Ona npunsina Kpenienue uinb He3a0/IT0 10 Havajga Oone3HW. AJIEKC MalllMHAJIBHO TOTep
CBOM mIpaM Ha Makymike. Ero kpectuim BMecte ¢ Hedl. OTell HaBepHSAKa ObUT IPOTUB, HO KTO TOT/IA
ero ciymall.

AJleKc KpUBO YCMeXHYJICS M 3a0pOCHIT B POT ellie Mapy KPeKepoB.

Bckope nocne Kpemenusi, Ha ceMeiiHOM Tpa3aHuKe, 0ose3Hb Nokasana cedsi. OTell, KOHEYHO
e, BUHUJI BO BceM LlepkoBb, HO Mama mpojosrkaina Beputh. He oHa ogHa. Bepa He momoria —
6one3Hb nporpeccrponaia OpicTpo. CIycTs [1Ba rofa cTajao OYeBHIHO, YTO HAJESATHCS HE Ha YTO.

JIBa rona, — YeJoCTH CKAIUCh, Apo0s Kpekepsl. BykBanbHO HIUTO 17151 Beioopa. Ee mocien-
HUM I1aHcoM Ha 6eccmeptre Obuto [ocnennee [puyactue. [puvactue u BeiOop, cauTeie B eAMHBIN
putyai. CIMIIIKOM KpacHBOe Ha3BaHUE Il TOTO, YeM OHO SIBJISLIOC.

Ho, Hano npusHate, OHO czennaso 1o, 9yto oberano. Mama odpena 6eccmeprue. Ho mpobiemMsl
Ha 9TOM He 3aKOHYMJIMCH. JIMIIIb YacTh ee AyIu, 3aredyaryieHHast poKcH, oopena deccmeptre. Mnu
Tak ropopwiy npornoseaHuky Liepksu [Ipoken.

«YacTb 1ymm», — MpH 3TOM MbICIU AJIEKC 3710 yeMexHyJIcs. Te e MpornoBeJHUKH YUUIIU, YTO
B IPOIILJIOM J1y1iia Oblia eTUHOM 1 HefleTuMOoil. MoxeT, Bo BpeMeHa 1o npuiiectBus [Ipokcu Tak OHO
1 Ob1T0, AJiekc He 3HasI. Ho B ueM OH ObLT aOCOTIOTHO yBepeH — 10 OeccMepTHsi Mama ObLia APYTOi.

AJekc He 3HaJ, OTKY/Ia B HeM Opajiach 3Ta yBEpPEHHOCTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH IIJIOXO TOMHHMJI ee
1o 6one3nu. Ee o0pa3 mpakTU4ecKu cTepcst U3 ero 4esioBeYecKol naMsTy. TYCKJIoe MATHO CHITy3Ta.
[TpurmnymeHHslid 0T3BYK ronoca. TOHKHUH, eJBa pa3InuuMBbIi, 3anax ayxoB. OcraBajoch HaJEATbCA,
YTO €ro MPOKCU XPAaHUT BCE OCTAIBLHOE.

He ee 06pa3, KOoHEUHO, — MPOKCH He MOT 3arevyamieTs ciyuunBineecs 10 Kpemenus. A oopa3
TOro Ajiekca, KOTOpHI ee erle noMHmI. OH HIyMHO BbIIOXHYI. [TpoBeprTh 3TO HEe ObLIO HUKAKOM
BO3MOXHOCTH. BO3MOXHO, OTeIl Mor pacckaszarh OoJblle, HO. ..

Ero nuiio BHE3ammHO CKpUBUIIOCH: OUepe/IHAS BCIIBIIIKA TOJIOBHOW OOJH CITyTasia MBICTU. AJIEKC
MOMacCHpPOBAJ BUCOK B HAJIEK/IE, UTO OONb YIIET.

«/HOTIa BOITPOCH CIIOXKHBIE, & OTBETHI ITPOCThIe», — (ppa3a Ha AHITIMKACKOM, IOJIETEBINas CO
cropons!l TV, posicHUIa MBICIIH.
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Ha, oterr Mor O6b1. Ho Asiekc 3apekcsi HuKoraa Oosibliie He TOBOPUTh C HUM Ha 3Ty Temy. Komy
3aX0UeTCsl CHOBA BBICTYIIMBATh, YTO OH OOIIAETCS C YyIOBHUINEM, JOMIENeM, YKPABIIUM 00pa3 u
BOCIIOMMHaHUS Matepu. Vim Toro xyxke — rinyeM.

AJIeKC OTHUM IJIOTKOM JIOIWJI OCTaTKU KO(pe — IMycTasi KpykKa ¢ BO3MYILEHHBIM JISI3TOM OITy-
cTuiach Ha ctoi1. OH IpOCTHO BNWJICA B3IVISAOM B JIEKAIIYIO IIEpel HUM 3anicKy. Ta HUKak He oTpe-
arupoBaa.

Brpyr, mpo6usIiimck CKBO3b OOJITOBHIO Ha (hOHE, B KOPUIOPE XJIOMHYJIA BXOIHAS ABEPb. AJIEKC
B3/IPOTHYJI U TYT %€ CKPUBUJICS €11le CUJIbHEE.

Orewl Bce-Taku sIBUJICS.
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I'naBa 2 Umena otna

He nosesio.

AJlekc He paccuUMTHIBAJI, YTO OTel] BEpHETCA AOMOM Tak paHO. OObIYHO TOT BO3BpAILAICS C
KJIa0uIa yxe rocie o0ena, Mo3BOJsAs eMy CIHOKOHHO 3aKOHUYHUTh 3aBTPaK U JIMOO CKPHITHCSA B
CBOEl KOMHare, 1m0 coexarh Ha yauity. Ho ceromHs Bce BHIILIO mo-pyromy. Hy nmoyemy nmeHHO
ceronasa?

Hyparkoe BOCKpECEHBE.

Hemnoro noronrasmmce Ha MECTE — MO-BUIUMOMY, PACKJIaIbIBasi BELIHM B KOPUAOPE IO CBOUM
MecTaM, — OTeIl HalpaBIJICS B CTOPOHY KyXHHU. CKpPHIT IOCOK coo0ma AJIeKCY O KaK/IOM €ro Iare.

OH Tak W CTOsUT HaJl CTOJIOM, HE 3Hasi, 4To ceiyac aenarsb. [llaru nmocreneHHO MpHOIMKAIUCH.
Haxonen pemmBnmce, AJIEKC B3sJ1 KPYXKKY CO CTOJIA U IIOHEC €€ B PAKOBUHY. 3BOHKUM CTYK Kepa-
MUKH 10 METAJUTy 3aryTyIlNJI CKPUIT OTKPHIBAIOLIENCS HA KYXHIO IBEPH.

— O, mpuBeT, — NpO3BYyYaJl N3-3a CIIMHBI TAPHS XPUILIbIA MYKCKOH rosoc. — Tbl yxe Bcran?

AJnekc pe3Ko MOBEpHYJICS.

Crosmmii Ha BXOJ€ B KYyXHIO MY)KUMHA BBIIJIAZIEN HA CBOM COPOK € 4eM-To JjeT. CKIaaKku Ha
70y, ceTh MOPIIMH B YroJKax IJia3 U pra. AJIeKC XMypo MOCMOTpEN eMy 3a CIIUHY, Ha TPELIMHbBI B
HITYKaTrypke. BHemHuii Buj oTIa uaeaibHO rapMOHUPOBAII C OOJMKOM JJOMa, B KOTOPOM OHH JKHJIH.
OH ObUT TaKUM K€ aHTUKBApUATOM, MEPBBIM CPEAM PABHbIX, IKCIIOHATOM B 3TOM My3€€ CTapUHBI.
Jlaxxe HUTOUKM CeIMHbl B €r0 OT POXKAEHHS TEMHBIX BOJIOCAX MOOJIECKMBAINA HA CBETY CJIOBHO Iay-
ThHA. Kazanock, 4To BOT-BOT, U U3 I'YCTOM KOITHBI BOJIOC BBHITIOJI3ET MayK.

U noyemy umeHHO AJieKcy aocTaincs Takoi oteri? Eciu Obl He OH. ..

AJnekc Tak HU4ero v He oTBeTW 1. He Haien Hy XKHBIX CJIOB, ja U HE XOTEll.

Orent TOXE cTOST MOMYa. Ero B3misa mpocKOIb3UII IO CTOJIy C HETPOHYTOM MUCKOH, IlepeMe-
CTUJICA Ha KPYXKKY B PaKOBMHE M HAaKOHell ocTaHOBWIICA Ha Asiekce. Ha cekynny 3amep — u npo-
JOJDKWJI IBUKEHHE yke 10 HeMy. CJIOBHO HaJlOeUIMBOE HACEKOMOE, B3IJISA/ O3 IO €r0 IOpTaM U
(pyTOONIKE BBEPX, 3aCTaBIssA AJIEKCa COAPOraThCs OT OTBpaleHus1. OH OCTAHOBHJICS OKOHYATEIHHO,
JIMIIb IOCTUTHYB €ro ma3. M3-nmox AMMHHBIX CIYTaHHBIX BOJIOC, CMIAJAIONIMX Ha JI0O, OHU SIPOCTHO
CBEPKHY/IM B 0TBeT. Ml AJiekcy XOTesnoch Tak JyMarb.

— Cron! — npukasai orel, cijerka JAepHyB IpaBou pykod B ctopoHy TV. IloBunyschk ero
CrnoBy, (pOHOBBI OyOHEX CTHX, a 9KPaH BEPHYJI CBOIO M3HAYAIBHYIO YepHOTY. — ONATh He B Ayxe?
— CIIPOCHJI OH, 00palasch yxe K AJeKcy.

AJeKkc JEMOHCTPATUBHO ITOBEPHYJICA K MYKYHMHE CIIMHOM, OTKPBUI KPaH M HAYaJl MBITh KPYXKKY.
HeckospKo ceKyH/1 KOMHATy HalOJIH S JIMIID IIyM JIBIOILENCS BOIBI.

— MoxeT ObITh HOPMAJTBHO TOEIIIb? — MPOOMIICS CKBO3b HEro roJioc OTIIA.

AJnekc uib nepeiepHyd1 Ie4aMu U CAIENasl Harop CUJIbHEE.

Ortel MOTYAIL.

ITorok Bozel BAPYT MpeKpaTuiicss — AJIEKC 3aKpblI KPaH U MOCTaBWJI YACTYIO KPYKKY Ha CTO-
JIEUTHULLY PSJIOM C PAKOBUHOM.

— Haencs, — tixo npodopMoTai OH, BbITHpas pyku mojoteHnieM. OH MpOJoIKal CTOSTh
CIMHOM K OTILLY.

— [oHATHO, — MeJTaHXOJIMYHO MPOTSHYI TOT ¥ TIOCTIe May3bl BHE3AMHO J00aBUI. — Thbl IIOM-
HUILIb, YTO CErOHA I'OJOBIIMHA MAMUHON CMEPTH?

AJeKc pe3Ko pa3sBEPHYJICA M CBUPEIO ycTaBwiIcA Ha otua. Illexku ropenu, B rpyau 3acTyqalio.

— OHa He ymeprna, — CKBO3b 3yObI ITPOLIEHIT OH.

BeipaxkeHue mmua oTna MEHsUIoch Ha miasax. OH He BBIVIAAEN MCIYTaHHbIM, JaXe YOUBJICH-
HbIM. Ckopee nevyasibHeIM. Y 3T0 ObLIO camMoe OTBpaTUTESbHOE.
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— Jlem, moiiMu, ee, — OH C/IeNaJI aKIIEHT Ha MOC/IeTHEM CJIOBe, — OOJIbIIe HeT.

Orery coOmpavicst ckazaThb 4To-To eie. Ho He ycrer.

«Yynoswuie. Jommens. [y » — rpemesno y Ajekca B rojioBe. 370CTh, KOIMBIIASICS B HEM C
camoro yTpa, TpedoBana Beixoga. U, Buant I[Ipokcu, 4epToB aHKep camM HapOCHJICS.

OTOpPOCUB MOJIOTEHIIE B CTOPOHY, AJIEKC OBICTPBIM LIIArOM MPUOIHU3UIICA K HeMy. UepToB aHKep,
MOXOke€, HEe 0XKU/AAJl TAKOTO M JIMILIbL pacTepsiHHO B3Upajl Ha Ipoucxosiiee. AJIeKC BIEPUI B HETO
B3MJIsA. PacTepsAHHOCTD CTOJIKHYJIACh C MPE3PEHUEM. XOTEJIOCh €r0 TONKHYTbh, YIApUTh.

Her. MysxunHa XOTb 1 BBITJIsIEN O€33alIUTHO, HO BCE-TaKH SIBJISUICS aHKepoM. [Toatomy v
B3I/, AJleKC OpOCHJT TOJTHBIN HEHABUCTH B3IJISI HA IIPAaM Ha THUILHOM CTOpOHE ero Kuctu. [loxo-
KU Ha SIKOPb, IIpaM ObUT YPOIUIMBOM Mapojvel KpecTa Ha Makyiike Ajniekca. OH CHOBa BCKUHYJT
B3MJIsA. AHKEp He BbIIepkas 1 oTBel mia3a. [Ipe3penue modeauso. [Toce yero AJiekc mysei Bblie-
TeJI C KyXHHU.

— Jlema! — 3ano3fgano KpUKHYJI TOT eMy Beien. — Jler!

Ho Anekc u He 1yman 060paunBaThCsl.

Hacnex Hauienvs muienaHiibl, OH BEIOEkKas Ha yiuily. [IBeph 3a CIIMHOM ¢ rPOXOTOM 3aXJIONHY-
J1ach.

Vnuia BCTpeTuiia ero kapkum CeHTSIOpbCKUM yTpoM. CoJTHIIE, NITULIBI, IEPEBbsI — BCE BOKPYT
CJIOBHO Kpu4aJsio: 3a0y/b o mpodieMax u paayiics xku3an. Ho Anekc He ciayman. OH modexar.

ITox Horamu ckpesxerai rpapuid. OIMH KamMyIlIeK OTJIETe] B CTOPOHY, CIyTHYB KYIAlOIIMXCS B
TETUION 3eMJIe MITHIL. AJIEKC Jaske He TIOBepHY.I royioBbl. Ceplle CTydasio B rpyay OTOOMHBIM MOJIOT-
koM. Ero putm otaBascs 60/bi0 B BUCKAX U 3aCTHJIAN I71a3a TEMHBIM TYMaHOM.

HenaBuxy, HeHaBUXKy, HEHABUKY, — HOCHJIOCH 110 KpYyry B rosioBe. OTKyaa-TO U3HYTPU MOJI-
HSUJICS ¥ BCTAJI B ropiie KoM. Y AJiekca nepexBaruJio Apixanue. OH jka/iHO IJIOTaJl BO3AYX pTOM. XOTe-
JIOCh KpU4aTh, HO cJIOB He Obu10. KoM Mommuan. OH GyaTo elle He perm, KeM CTaHeT, KOT/1a BBIPacTeT
— TOIIIHOTOM, KPUKOM, clie3aMU. A MOXKeT, BceM cpasy. [Toka U3 MpUOTKPHITOrO pra HapyXy BBIXO-
JWJIO JINIITh HEBHSITHOE KJIOKOTAHHE.

— Kak oH mor?! — paznascst HakoHell TO JIU PbIK, TO Jii BOU. [lepBbie C/I0BA BHIILIM KOMOM.
Crouso cnoBaM NPUATU B JBHKEHUE, Kak AJiekc pe3ko octaHoBwics. KoM ucue3. CIOBHO TOJIBKO
3TOTO U AOKHUIASICh, U3 T71a3 TIOTEKJIM — HET, He cJie3bl. TO OblIa 3710CTb.

AJleKc morTbITajCs CKa3aTh YTO-TO €llle — CJIOBa JIMIIb OeCOMOIIHO KPYTUJIMCh Ha SI3bIKE,
OTKa3bIBAsICh BHIXOJWUTH HAPYXKY. B mpucryme 6eccuimsi OH cMavHO IUTIOHY. 1. K yauBieHuio, ot 3Toro
crasio sierde. [laxe romoBHast 60s1b MouTH mponuia. [I1eBKy CJIOBHO yaanaoch BBIPa3UTh TO, YTO HE
CMOIJIY CJIOBA.

OH caenan rryOOKUI BAOX M orvisijiesicsi. MacCHUBHBIE CTBOJIBI, TYCThIE pa3BECUCThIE KPOHBI U
YCHITIAaHHAS] Y€PHBIMU YEPBSIKAMU IIIEJTKOBUIIBI 3eMJIs1 — OH ObLT B TYTOBOM aJljiee.

Ero ryObI HEBOJIBHO pacTsHYJIUCH B yiblOKe. OH Oekall Ky/ia IPUAETCs, COBEPIIEHHO HE CMOTPS
M0 CTOPOHAM, W BCe-TaKW OuyTWics uMeHHO TyT. [lytu TIpokcu HencroBequMBbl, Kak cKaszaja Obl
Mama. Kaxercsi, oH Tenepb 3HaJI, KyJa UATH.

AJekc yxe 3aHec HOTY, YTOObI CAeNaTh 1Iar, — U OIyCTUII ee Ha MecTo. Hy:KHO ObITh OCTOpOIX-
HbIM. OH MOJHSUI I71a3a HaBepX — Ha BETKaX TYTOBHHMKA TMOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh YEPHBIX IJIONOB. Bee
OHM Jiexkaau Ha 3emuie. KpyrnHble ¥ cOuHbIe, MJIOABI IETKOBHIIBI K Havyaly CEHTSOps MpeBpaliaim
aJIel0 B MoJ00Me MUHHOTO TIOJIS.

Anexc nomopiics. O6bIYHO OH M30era 3ToN JOPOrd — CIMIIKOM MHOTO MOpokH. Ho BO3-
BpaIlaThCsl Ha3aJ U WATH JPYTUM IyTeM ceidvac Ka3aaoch miynbiM. OH crenan OCTOPOKHBIN IIar.
[Totom eme onuH. U emre. [Toka 4uto emy ynaBajioch JaBUTh TIOBI IIEJIKOBHUIIBI TAK, YTOOBI COK OCTa-
BaJICsl Wb Ha mopomBe. Ho ero ygava morsa B o000l MOMEHT 3akoHUMThCSl. HaBepHoe, co cTo-
POHBI 3TO BBIIJISIIENO CTPAHHO.
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Brnpouem, HUKakMX CTOPOHHUX HaOMoAaTe el BOKPYT He ObLIO U He MpeABuAenock. Hackombko
AJeKc 3HaJ1, B 9TOM TOCEIIKE KPOME HUX JIBOUX HUKOTO He Obl10. CTapuKH, KTO IOCTUT OeccMepTus,
KTO IIPOCTO yMEp. A MOJIOJEXb. .. MOJIOAEKb MPEAIIOUNTAIa METAIOIUChI.

OH OBl ¥ caMm mpeanoyesn, eciau Obl TOIBKO 3TOT... — MBIC/Ib 3aMHY/Iach. AJIEKCY HE YIaJoCh
CXOMy MpUAYMaTh OTIly HOBOE Mpo3Buiiie. OH ocTaHOBWICS U 3aaymalcs. Kak Obl ero eme 0603Bath?

«AHTHKBapuar, aHKep», — IMPOKPYTWJI OH B NAMSATU CETOHSIIHIE MMEHA OTLa, HO 3TO He
nomorio. B ronoBy He 1o HUYEro ToJaKoBoro. JlagHo, mycTb OygeT «3ToT», — AJieKC 00peueHHO
MaxHYJI PyKOW M MPOAOJLKUI ITyTh. MBICTIM HE OTCTaBAJIM.

Mauto Toro, 4to 3TOT HACTOsU1 Ha nepeesfie. Tak ellle M OrpaHUYnII EMY UCTIOIb30BAHUE IIPOKCH.
[Momumo MamuHBIX SIBNeHMH, AJleKCy ObUTM TOCTYITHBI JHIb pUuBMIIEL. OH ObLT yBEpeH, 3TOT 3a0710-
kupoBai Obl ¥ uX. Ho cBoto peksiamy Proxy Inc mo3BoiuTh 3anmpeTuth He MOTJIa.

Ha mur 3710cTh CMEHMIIACh MpaBEAHBIM CTPaxoM. MbICb OblIa KOIIyHCTBEHHOW. KoHeuHo,
PUBWIIBI He OBUTM ITPOCTO pekJiamMoid. Kaxkayio Houb, MOKa I1ITA PUBUJIBL, Ha HEOO OTIPABIISIACh YacTh
Oymy1ieit MPOKCU-JIMIHOCTA HOCUTEJIS.

XOTeNnoch B 3TO BEPUTb.

SBnenus u pusuibl. [loMuMo KpecTa Ha MaKyllke, TOJIbKO OHU BCE €1e HAIOMUHAJI MY, YTO
OH HOCHUTEJIb. AJIEKC TSAKEJO B3JOXHYI. bplia eie, KoHeyHo, 3aimuTta. Ho OH 40 cux mop He pemu,
0J1aro 3TO WM TMPOKJISATHE.

Hypatikue npasuia!

B nopsiBe 3510cTH AJIeKC THYJI IPaBOi HOTOM JIEKAllyl0 Ha KaMHSIX ILEJIKOBUIY — U TYT ke
noxasiest. BMecto Toro, 4toObl OTJIETETh B CTOPOHY, TUIOJ JIOMTHYJI, 00/IaB MAJIbLIbI JIMITKUM (PUOJIETO-
BBIM COKOM. 3aIlliTa U He noAaymaia cpadorars. Hy KoHeuHO.

— Yepr, — yxke BCayX BbIpyrajicsi oH. [ITHO pacruibiBanoch M TEMHENIO, C KakI0W CEKyHIOM
Bce OOJIbIlie HATOMUHASI CBEKHMI CUHSAK. — YepT!

Henp3s Obl10 Jaske cBanuTh Bce Ha HeBeseHHe. Ckopee ero cOOCTBEHHYIO ImynocTb. OT Hee
Ja’e MPOKCH 3allUTUTh He Mor. M CMHSIK IPOCTYKUT HallOMMHAHUEM O HEH ellle KaKk MUHUMYM
Henemo. CoK IIEeTKOBUIIBI IEPKAJICS CTOMKO M TUI0X0 oTMbIBascs. [o Tenmy mpobexkana BojHA pas-
apakeHus — AJIeKC efiBa yaepsKaJcs OT TOro, 4yroObl ele pa3 He MHYyTh 3emutio. He Haiias BbIxona,
BOJIHA BEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY UCTOYHUKY — IPABUJIAM.

Kto BOOOIIIE MTpHIyMalt STOT POAUTETbCKUIA KOHTPOJTH? UTO 3a MIynocTh? — JymMal OH, YCKO-
psist mar. CuHsK u30aBu ero ot crpaxa. [T03BoMMTh KOMY-TO perarh, Kak OH CMOKET UCIIONb30BaTh
CBOM MPOKCH, a Kak HeT. U komy?

Stomy?!

AJekc crienan erie OOUH pelrTesIbHBIN 11ar, HOYTH MPbIKOK, U MUHHOE M0JIE OCTAJIOCh IT033/1H.
Tam 3xe X0Tes0ch OCTaBUTh U 00My. OH OCTAaHOBUJICS Y LITYMHO BBIIOXHYJI.

AJlekc TpekpacHO 3HaJl OTBETHI Ha BCe 3TU BOMpockl. Jla, oterr ero 6ecus, HO Kakue y Hero
obun BapuanThl? Ocrarbest on npusopom Lepksu?

Her yx, — oH MeIeHHO IBUHYJICS BIiepe. BoiOnpas 3 AByX 3011, OH MPEAOunTaT IPUBBIY-
Hoe. IT0 He ObuIo ero Beitbopom. IIpocto voiicom.

On nepemiaray.1 uyepe3 6opmiop. Hora ormyctunack Ha TBepsiil acaibT.

Tem Gonee 10 KOHIIA €r0O 3aTOYEHUS B 3TOM IIYIIM OCTABAIMCh CYMTaHHbIe AHU. Her, cunran-
Hble yachl. OH CKPECTUJI NaJbLbl HA PyKaxX — M0 KpailHeill Mepe B 3TO XOTEJIOCh BEPUTH.

ITOi1 HOUBIO ero xaeT OTKpOBEHUE.

[Tpu MeicT 06 3TOM AJIEKC MeUTaTeNIbHO YAbIOHYICS. He 0ObIuHbIe pUBUJIBI, KOTOPHIE KAk IO
HOYb PACXBAIMBAIN HOCUTENISIM TipoaykKIiwio Proxy Inc, Ho OtkpoBeHne. OHO HOKHO OBUIO HaBCe-
IJa U3MEHUTBD ero *ku3Hb. Ho B nepByio ouepenp — JaTh AOCTYI K npeacrosmemMy Hukiy.

OH cranet n36panHbM. C 3TOro ¥ HAYHETCS ero MyTh K HacTosimeMy Oeccmeptrio. He Takomy,
KaK y MaMbl, — JIa)ke MBICJIb O Hell He CMOIJIa UCTIOPTUTD eMy ceituac HacTpoenue. Ero Beibop Oyner
apyrum. U 6eccmeptue Toxke OyleT JpyruM.
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

Xoporiast TaMsTh, YCTOMUUBOE SAPO MPOKCH-TMYHOCTU U, KOHEUHO e, BOBMOXKXHOCTh PEHH-
KapHaIui. MUJUTMOHBI YeJIOBEYeCKHMX JKU3HEH, 3alMCaHHBIX MPOKCH Yyke Tocie 3MOHA, CTaHyT
JOCTYIHBI eMy. Tak *ke, KaK M ero )KWU3Hb CTAHET JAOCTYIHA JPYrMM OecCMEepTHBHIM. YeM He MOBOJI
MIPOXUTH €€ Ha MaKCUMyM?

OH NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPU HETO Pa3ropaeTcsi pajiocTh, CKUrask OCTATKUA OOJIM, TPEBOTH U
3nocTd Ha otiia. OTIa, COKOWHO MOBTOPUI Tpo ceds Anekc. Ha mopore OTKpoBeHHS Tak YK Jin
Ba’KHO, KaK €ro Ha3bBaTh?

Briepenu yxe BugHeach octaHoBKa. K Heit o u 1ies1. IMeHHO oTciofia Kap yBe3er ero. .. Kyaa?

Anexc He 3Ha1 To4HO. HO 310 OBUIO HE BakHO. [1aBHOE, 4TO OTCIOIA.

— 3aBTpa, — PEIIUTEILHO MTPOU3HEC OH. — DTO TOUHO CITYUYUTCS 3aBTPa.
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

I'maa 3 OcranoBka

AJekc cuiel Ha OCTaHOBKE, CKPECTUB HOT'H O[] CKaMeNKOM, 1 sk 1au1. OH IMPUXOAWII CIoa, Koraa
KU3Hb C OTLIOM Ka3ajach €My COBCEM HEBBIHOCUMOW. B mocneHue THM 3TO Cllydanoch BCe vaille.
[MpakTU4ecKy KaXablil JeHb.

OcraHoBKa Obl1a ero yoexuieM, ero xpamom. OHa CJIOBHO ITpUHA/JIeKaIa TO! )KM3HH, K KOTO-
POii OH MeUTaJl MPUKOCHYTHCS. AJIEKC TIPUCIIOHUIICS CIIMHOM K 3a/THEN CTeHKE — M TYT K€ JIMIINJICS
3peHHsl.

bruk ot Bucsmero cOOKy IsiHIEBOro makara Proxy Inc ymapuin emy B masa. OH oTonBu-
HYJICSI B CTOPOHY, CIIacasich OT criernsuiero cBera. Mizo0paxkeHHsIi Ha Tutakate [Ipoken ciequs 3a HUM
UCTIBITYIOIUM B3rJIs110M. [71a3 He ObLIO BUIHO — JIMILIO MYKYMHBI CKpbIBajia TeHb. U Bce ke B HeM
YHUTAJIOCh JKEJIaHUeE.

AJieKkc pocTo 3TO 3HAL.

Kenanue ITpokcu.

«Beunoctb — TBOIT BB16Op!»

KoneuHo, 310 OBUIO HamMicaHO BHU3Y TU1akata. Ho cMOTpeTh Ty/1a He ObLIIO HUKAKOW HYXIbL.

AJtekc 3HaJI 3TH clioBa Hau3ycTh. Kak ¥ Te, 4yTo ObLIM HalMCaHbl Ha IJTaKaTe CHAPYKH OCTa-
HOBKH.

«[lla 6ynet Cet!»

U npaBna, — momymait oH, otTupasi mpaeblid 1a3. [lepes HUM 0 CHUX TOP TLIBLIO OpPaHXeBOe
IIATHO.

Bnipouem, cerofHsi oH mpuiiiesn cioga He 3a 3tuM. OcTaHOBKa OblTa M CIOCOOOM YOHUTh BpeMs.
[Mo mopore BlIOJb Hee M3peIKa Mpoe3Kaad Kaphl. 3a pyJieM Yy HUX HUKOTO He ObUIO, BIIPOYEM, KaK U
B casioHe. Ero ato He ynusisuio. Ko 3axouer exarh B TaKylo IJTyIIb?

Kapw! exanmm camu 1o ce6e, BeioMble JIHIIb aroputMoM. Ha ri1aBHO# Jopore mocesika MOKHO
ObLIIO BCTPETUTH TPY TUIIA KAPOB.

Jlnunbie Kapwl, gocTaBisABIIMe ces OymyiiemMy Biaajesbiyy. VX MoxHO ObUIO BpeMs OT Bpe-
MEHU BCTPETUTh JIaXKe B MX [TyIIH. Eciv moueMy-To aaroput™ BHIOMPA JIIsl HUX UIMEHHO 3Ty BETKY
MapIipyTa.

[Mouemy-T0, — AJieKc KprBO ycMexHyJIcss. OH ObUT PAKTUYECKU YBEPEH, YTO MIPUIMHA CKPbI-
BaJIach B BOBMOXXHOCTH €XaTh IO TPacce C MAKCMMAJIbHOM CKOPOCTBIO. UTO B TIepeBo/ie Ha SI3bIK KapOB
O3HAYaJI0 — C MaKCMMaJIbHOU 3HeproaddekTuBHOCThIO. [Tpokcn 3a0bITOe MECTO, TaKoe Kak 3TOT
MOCEJIOK, TIOIXOIUIIO UJIeaJTbHO — HU JIIOJICH, HU CIIOXKHOMW PETYJISIIUHM.

Brnipouem, 3a0bITOE HE MOJTHOCTHIO.

[NonTBepsxaeHrEM TOMY ObLIH I'PY30BbIE Kapbl. AJIEKC He 3HAJI, KAK UMEHHO aJITOPUTM Y3HaBaJl
0 TOM, YTO B MOCeJIKe KUBYT Hocutenu. Ho dakTt ocraBasics (pakroM. Kapel qOCTaBIIsIM POIYKTHI U
TOBaphbI MEPBOI HEOOXOAMMOCTHY Ha CKJIaj Herofaieky. OTTyna uX MOKHO ObUIO 3a0path, 3arjIaThB
KpEeIUTaMH TIPOKCH.

— MoxHO ObUIO Obl, — MPAYHO MONPABII OH ce0s1, — €CJIM Obl He POIUTEILCKHIA KOHTPOJTb.
Orer HacTanBas Ha TOM, YTOOBI AJIeKC eJ1 JomManiHio eay. Ho Anekc Oput npuHimnuaieH. Kueot
IPYCTHO 3a0ypyalt.

He BaxHo.

Jpyrum nonreepskieHneM npucytctBust [Ipokcu Obuia 9Ta OCTaHOBKA — BCe ellie IycToe ooe-
IIaHKe TPEThEro TUMa KapoB. OH OCTOPOKHO CKOCHJI IV1a3a Ha BUCSIIHIA COOKY TUIAKaT, CJIOBHO OTla-
casCh, YTO CBET CHOBA HarajeT Ha Hero. Ho cBer Oe31eiCTBOBAIl.

«Beunoctb — TBOIT BB16Op!»
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

Anekc ckpuBmics. Eciu Ob1 KOoro-to uHTepecoBas ero Beidop, ero Obl 31ech He Obuto. Ho,
MOKa OH He noy4uT OTKpoBeHue u He npoiiaeT Llnki, emy ObUTH JOCTYITHBI JIMIIb OA30BbIe YOUCH.
Hwuuero, ycriokows oH cedst MbicieHHO. CKOpO, YK€ COBCEM CKOPO.

OH c HafeKIOoN MOCMOTpEN BIAJb, CJIOBHO M BIPAaBLYy OXHIas YBUAETb TaM UYepHO-OEIbIi
CUJTy3T myOnmuHoro Kapa. Kapa, KOTopslii 3aBTpa yBe3eT ero orcioga. EctecTBeHHO, ero oH He yBH-
aes. 3ato yBUIEN KOe-uTo ApPYroe.

K ocranoBke Ha 0OJBINION CKOPOCTH PUOIMIKAIICS HOBEHbKMI KpacHbIii Maxwell.

AJlekc pe3Ko BCKOUMJI Ha HOTM — OfIMH U3 IIUICNIaHIIEB, HE BhIAEPXKAB TAKOM MPBITH, YJeTe
1oJ1 CKaMelKy. HeT BpeMeHM mogHuMarh — cYeT Imelt Ha ceKyHIbl. OH cOPOCHIT BTOPOU M TOJIBIMU
HOTaMH, TepernayKaHHBIMH IEJIKOBUYHBIM COKOM, TMOIUIENAN Ha CEPeUHY JI0POTH.

OpuHokas ¢urypa B OfHUX mopTrax W (PyTOOJNKE CTOsUIA TOCPEar JOPOTH, TIOBEPHYBIIVCH
JIMIIOM K TPUOIMIKAIOIEMYCsl Ha BCEH CKOPOCTHU Kapy. AJIEKC MPeCTaBIsI ce0e 9TO OUeHb KHUBO.

OH MOJIOXWJT PyKU HA MOSIC U HEMHOTO TIOJICOTHYJT KOJIEHH, CJIOBHO KOBOOH, TOTOBSIIIIUKACS K
crpenbbOe. Kap Ha Bcell CKOpocTH Heccsl TI0 HarpaBiieHHIo K HeMy. Eie gecATh CeKyHI — U CTOJK-
HOBeHUsI ObLIO ObI He U30eXKaTh.

Pano.

Bpewms Gynro 3ameprio.

HeBsatp. [1bl1b 1 JIMCTBA, TOAXBAYEHHBIE BETPOM, MIEPEJIETEN Yepe3 JOPOry.

Bocems. Kap Heymonumo mpudmkancs.

Cewmb. Pysb B canioHe kapa JepHyJIcsi, KOppeKTUPYs Kypc.

lects. Pano. Kpome Hux Ha nopore He ObLI0 HUKOTO. TOJNBKO OH U Kap.

[TsaTb. ANIeKC caMOJOBOJILHO YXMbBUIbHYJICS.

UYersipe. ITycts BuHMT [IpoKcH, YTO MX MyTH Mepecekuch. [lodeautenieM U3 3TOW CXBATKU
BBIAJIET TOJIBKO OVH.

Tpu. U 310 Oyrner oH.

IIBa. Motop Maxwell’a rynko B3peBed.

OnuH.

ITopa.

BHezanHo AJiekc BHIOpOCHIT BIiepe/l pyKU C OTTONBIPEHHBIMU CPEIHUMU MAIbIIAMU 1 32K pUYal
BO BECh I'0JIOC:

— Karwucs!

CekyHnja.

Busr cruparonpxcst TopMO30B 3arIyHini peB MOTopa. Bo3yX HamolHWICS 3araxoM k:KeHOW
pe3unsbl. Kap pe3ko 3aTopMo3mit 1 3aMep OyKBaJIbHO B METpe OT AJleKca, CJIOBHO YIIEPIIUCh B HEBU-
VMBI Oapbep.

— To-T0 )€, — Ha3uIaTeIbHO IPOU3HEC AJIEKC U pacCcMesiIcsl BO BECh T0OJIOC.

3aJIMBUCTHIN CMeX pa3Heccsl Mo MmycToi yiauie. To, YTo eAMHCTBEHHBIM CBUETENIEM €r0 TPH-
ymda 6bu1 myctoit Maxwell, Anekca He cmymano. OH cMOTpes Ha Kap ¢ MOOeHbIM BhIpaXKeHHEM
nvia. ToT moTtepsin GOMBIITYI0 YaCTh CBOETO BEJMKOJIENHS U BBINISAICH. .. IPUCTBIKEHHO, YTO JIH.
CnoBHO co0Oaka, MoIKaBIIast XBOCT MEPEL XO3SHMHOM.

N 31M X0355MHOM OBLT AJIEKC.

Dta Urpa HAUKOT/1a He HACKY4HUT, — TMOyMaJl OH U, IPOJIOJIKAs YBIOATHCS, TIOIUIenaa 00paTHO
B CTOpPOHY OcTaHOBKH. CTOUJIO eMy YWTH C TTpoe3/ia, KaK Kap CHOBA MpUIIeN B IBUKEHUE U BCKOPE
pacTBOPWICSI HA TOPU3OHTE.

BepHyBimch Ha OCTaHOBKY, AJIEKC BHOBb 3aHsUI MECTO Ha CKaMeHWKe B OXKWJIAHUU HOBOU
xeptBbl. [Ilnenaniipl oH pemmi gaxe He uckaTb. OH He TUIAaHUPOBAJ BO3BPAILIATHCS JIOMOM paHbIIe
3axofa conHia. Otelr ObUT KaTerOpUYeCKH MPOTUB TaKUX UTP U, BOZMOXKHO, UMEHHO TIOSTOMY OHU
TaK €My HPaBWJIUCh.
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

A 3HA4YMUT, rOp€ TOMY, KTO IOMAACTCA EMY Ha ITyTH.

AJekc IBUHYICS 0OpaTHO, KOTAa yxke coBceM creMHeno. OTCyTCTBHE CBETa ero He Iyrajo.
MecTHble JOPOTH OH 3HaJI, KAK OTYe Halll, U K TOMY ke caM OYKBaJIbHO CBETHJICSI OT PagOCTH —
oxoTa Tpornia ycnemHo. K yrpenHemy cuety npubasuiics ere oqua Maxwell. 2Kepts Morio ObITh
1 GonbIIe. . .

Her, He Mor10, — TYT %€ BO3pa3ui OH cede.

Urpsl ¢ rpy30BbIMU Kapamy ObUTH CJIMIIIKOM PHCKOBaHHBI. 3allyTa, KOHEYHO, craciia Obl ero
OT y/apa, Ho He oT nocnencTBuil. CBoto coocTBeHHOCTh Proxy Inc obeperana kyna 6osiee peBHOCTHO
1 00s13aTeIbHO cOoO0IIIIa OB OTITY, 3aTel OH TOI00HOE.

Her yx. B mamstu Bce emie Oblia )1Ba MpoIUiasi BEIBOJIOUKa. He XxBaTao ere Bce UCIOPTUTD
niepes; caMbiM OTKPOBEHHUEM.

«[lepen campim OTKpOBEHHEM», — TOMMaJT OH ce0s1 Ha M. EMy HpaBuiach 3Ta yBepeH-
HocTh. KOHEUHO, rapanTHii TOro, YTO OHO CIIyYMTCS] UMEHHO TOW HOUBIO Y HErO He ObLIO.

«Bepp u Tebe BO3macTcsi», — BCIOMHWIACH €My MaMHHBI cioBa. M Ajiekc mpeamounTtan
BEpUTh. A CIIeI0OBATEJILHO, PUCKOBATh B MEPY.

OrTer; OTHOCHIICS] K TOMY PEAKOMY THITY JIOJEH, 4TO BCEphe3 ONacaloTcsi COOs B 3aIUTE MPOKCH.
Ecmu Beputh MenkomMy mpugTy Ha peKIaMHBIX TUIaKaTax, BEPOSTHOCTh COOsI ObUIa MEHbIIE OTHOM
Ha Muwuapa. Uto genaio oxoty Ge3onacHee, yeM IMoxo/ B MapK aTTPakIMOHOB. [a, ciryuan ObBasy.
Ho uro 3a urpa 6e3 pucka?

OpnHako /10Ka3bIBaTh OTILYy YTO-TO OBLIO OECMoe3HO. AJIEKC MPEKPacHO 3HAJ 3TO, OITOMY
MUJIOCTUBO MCKJIIOUWII TPY30BbIE Kapbl U3 CBOMX Liesiell. Ho IMUHBIX KapoB 3TO HE Kacaloch — OH
XHITHO ocKamuics. [ly0ms Obut Oosiee YeM TIOCTORHBIM ITOBOJIOM IS PAJIOCTH.

[TorpyxeHHbIli B 3T MBIC/IM, OH M HE 3aMETWJ1, KaK MOJoIIeN K 1oMy. TOT BCTpeTu ero noryx-
HIMMU [JIA3HUIIAMU OKOH — TIOJTHOM MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOCTBIO TOPSIIIMM TJ1a3aM AJiekca.

Cnut, — pagocTHo nogyMait oH. OOIIAThCs ¢ OTIIOM €My COBEpILeHHO He XoTenoch. OH Ha
CEKyHIy 3aMep B HEpPEUIMTEbHOCTU. DTO ObLIa €ro MocjieJHss OCTAaHOBKA Mepeji HOBOW KU3HBIO.
Oo6oxpsiore yIbIOHYBIIUCH caMoMy cede, AJIEKC OTKPBLT ABEPh U BOILEN BHYTPb.

B HOC cpazy ynmapuiu 3aTxjocth U qyxota. Ilocie mpusiTHON BeYepHel CBEKeCTH YJIMYHOTrO
BO3/IyXa KOHTPACT OIIYIIAJICs OCOOEHHO PE3KO.

HyxHo He 3a0bITh POBETPUTH MTepe] CHOM, — noaymall Asiekc. — Hamocnenok.

Caexwii BO3IyX ObLT BaXKeH ISl XOPOIIero cHa. M, BO3MOXHO, MOr oMoub nipuxoay OTKpo-
BeHMsl. B xuBOTE TpeboBaTeabHO 3aypyaso. YKUH Obl TOKe He MoMmelnaj. AJieKC BOPYT OCO3HA,
YTO BECh JAEHb MIOUYTH HUYETO HE €JI, €C/IA HE CUMTATh YTPEHHETO KO(e ¢ KpeKepaMu J1a HECKOJIbKUX
SI0JIOK, COPBAHHBIX HEMOJAJIEKY OT OCTAaHOBKH. 111 OH, BITpOYEM, JOCTATOUHO — TI0 BCEMY IOCEIIKY
CTOSITM YJIMUHBIe KOTOHKU. Ho Bozia nviis HeHajoro npuriymana rojgon. U ceituac Tot ObUT TPOCcToO
3BepcKUM. [11aH cIoKuiIcs ObICTPO: IEPEKYCUTh U CIIaTh.

B xopuope mapui HerporisiiHei Mpak. [Touty Ha omryns AJieKC Hadal MpoOUpaThCs B CTO-
poHy KyxHU. ITHOpUpYs BCe €ro crapaHusi UATU TUXO, IEPEBSAIIKY MTPeaaTebcKi CKpunean. Meic-
JIEHHO MPOKJIMHAS BCE 3TO CTapbe, OH NOYTU MUHOBAJI CBOIO KOMHATY, KaK BPYT U3 KyXHU pa3Jajics
[JTyXOH roJoc:

— Moxelp He npAraTbes, s He CIUTIO.

Anexc 3amep Ha mecte. 1o koxe mpoOeskan MOpo3, CJIOBHO OT TMOPHIBA BHE3AITHOTO BETpa —
Y OTOHEK XOPOILIETr0 HACTPOEHHU s cpasy Iorac.

Meicnu B ykace pazbexanuch. [71a3a 3a0erayiv mo cropoHam, MbITasiCh cCOOpaTh UX B Ky4dy, HO
HY MOPIIMHBI Ha JIOY, HA CKPUBUBILUECS I'yOBl HE CyMeNH UX yaepkathb. B rosose crasno mycro. Bapyr
OJIHA MBICJIb PELMTENIBHO BBICTYIMIIA BIEPE U3 TEMHOTHI.

Vke 3aBTpa.
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Bwmecre ¢ Hell BepHy/1ach pelIMMOCTb. AJIEKC pe3KO pBaHy/l B CTOPOHY KyXHH. CTapble JOCKU
KOPYMJIMCh B CKpHIIE TIOJ €ro NocTymbio. Tak BaM ¥ HaJ0, — 3JI0paJCTBOBAM OH Ipo ceds1. Yepes
napy CeKyHj oH ObUT Ha MecTe. [IBepb Ha KyXHIO ObUIa OTKpPBITa HACTEXb. JIBIOMIUICS Yepe3 OKHA B
KOMHATYy JIyHHBII CBET He JaBaJl CUJISIIEN 3a CTOJIOM (bUTYpe CKPBITHCSI BO MpPaKe.

— Moskelb He IpATAThCA, 51 HE CILTI0, — TepeapasHuiI AJIEKC U HaXkasl Ha BBIKJTIOYATEb.

Ha mur mog motonkoM BCIBIXHYJT OEJBIA MIap cBeTa W, KOPOTKO 3arperias, norac. Komnary
OKyTaJI Mpak ere Oojiee rycToi, 4eM pansbine. Ho gake CeKyHIHOW BCIBIIIKY €My XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI
3aMETUTh HEYTO OTBPATUTEIIHHOE.

[Tycras GyTthuika ¢ yepHoi X Ha Oeyioil SThKeTKe. CKJIOHMBIIHMIACS HAJl HEH MYKUYMHA, TIOYTU
yTPATUBIININ YeJOBEUECKUE YepThl. BuTaionye B BO3ayXe KHUCIIbIe Mapbl JMIIb AOMOTHSIT 00pas.
VBuzieHHOE OBLIO MY CIIMIIIKOM XOpPOIIO 3HaKOMO. HacTosbko, 4To JaBHO MPEeBpaTUIIOCh B PUTYAJL.

Kpyxka, — Bapyr oco3Han Asekc. CymiecTBo nepej HUM MWIO U3 TOW CaMOil KPYKKH, U3
KOTOPOH OH yTpoM i1 Kope. B3phIB OTBpaliieHHsi BHYTPH UCKA3WII €Tro JIMIO cynoporoi. OHa Mora
Obl cKa3ath Bce 3a Hero. Eciu Obl He ThMa.

AJIeKC TOTBITANICS BBIIABUTH U3 ce0s1 XOTh YTO-TO, HO CJIOBA He BhIXoAwIM. [ToBuCHa THINHHA,
npepbiBaeMasi JIMIIb CKPUTIOM €ro 3yOOB J1a TSKEJIbIM JIbIXaHUEM U3 TEMHOTBI.

— Tbl MeHs. .. HEHAaBUAMIIIb? — JJOHECJIOCh U3 TEMHOTHI.

KpoBb crydana B Buckax. EMy X0Teioch KPUKHYTh «J/1a», HO OH JIMIIb CUJIbHEE CTUCHYJI 3YOBl.
ByATo 01HO CJIOBO MOIJIO BMECTHUTH B ce0s1 BCE, YTO OH MCIIBITHIBAJL.

— Jlem, — He JOXAABIIKCh OTBETa, MPOAOIKII ronoc. — Koraa oHa ymepia. ..

— ...JTYM, — CKBO3b 3YOBI MpOIIMIET AJeKC.

— $1... 1 He 3HaJI, YTO AeNaTh, — CYIIECTBO €JIe BRIroBapuBaio coBa. — OHa nepecTasa ObITh
COOOMA. .. 51 HE CMOT ...

— ...MOJIYH, — YK€ rpomye MpousHec AJIeKC.

— Oma npearnovsia crarh. .. 3TUM... CTAPAJICS. .. Thl ObUI COB...0EHKOM, — pedb CYILECTBA BO
ThME YTpaTHia BCAKYIO CBS3HOCTb.

— 3amomuun! — ¢ HaxkuMoM npousHec Asiekc. K HeMy mocTteneHHO BO3BpaIlajcs KOHTPOIIb
Ha/l TOJIOCOM.

COBHO TIOBMHYSICh KOMaHjie, TOJIOBA CYIIECTBAa C IIYXUM CTYKOM pyxHyiaa Ha ctoil. OHO
Ooutbilie OBLIO He CIIOCOOHO Ha YeJIOBEUYECKYI0 pedb. Termepb U3 TEeMHOTHI IOHOCHIIUCH JIUIIb TUXHE
BCxJmmbl. Bekope ctuxim v oHu. JIWib efkuid 3amax, HaloJMHSBIIMA KOMHATY, HAIOMUHAT O €ro
MIPUCYTCTBUH.

Anekca BHe3anmHO POH3UJI cTpax. OcTaHbCss OH TYT XOTh HA CEKYHIy JOJIbIIE, M 3TOT 3amax
BBECTCA B €ro ofexay. IIpoHukHeT mog koxy. U rimyGxe — B camoe HyTpO — IPONMTAET €ro
HackBo3b. CJIOBHO TMOATBEPXkasi €ro ONaceHusl, K ropiy MOAKATHIIO YTO-TO €AKO-KUCIOoTHOe. EcTh
€My COBEPIIEHHO PaCcXOTEJOCh.

OH pe3Ko pa3BepHYJICS U BHIOSKAIT C KYXHH.

AJekc 3amen B KOMHaTy U 0OECCHJIEHHO yrail Ha KpoBarh. CHi1 He ObIO HE TO YTOOBI MOYH-
CTUTH 3yOBI, axe paznerbes. O JaHHOM ceOe 0OelaHuy IPOBETPUTh KOMHATY Tiepe]] CHOM He IIIJIO
1 peurt. OH 6e3yMHO ycTall. B MBIC/ISIX TPOIOIKaIN KPYTUTHCS COOBITHS TIOCJIETHUX MUHYT. B ropie
MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBAJIOCh YTO-TO KUCTIOE.

OH TIpOCTO HE MOT OCTaBUTh BCE Kak ecTh. Kak Obl OH K HeMy HU OTHOCHIICsA. CTapbiil Jypak
MOT JIeJIaTh CO CBOEH KHM3HBIO BCe, UTo XoTes1. Ho He Ha ero ria3ax. Bus mbstHOro otija, yCHyBIIEro Ha
KyXHE, CTOSUI Tiepej1 I1a3amMu. AJIeKC He MOT TIO3BOJIUTh 9TOW CLIEHE OCKBEPHUTH MOCIIEIHIOI 3aMKCh
nepen OTKpOBEHHEM U UCTIOPTHUTH ero Oyayiiee 6eccmepTre. 1a, o3ToMy OH BEpHYIICS.

Tsxects oTua Ha TUIeue. Pazsanmil u3 ero pra 3amax ankorosisi. Pyku Asiekca, yKpbiBaroiue
ero ozesyioM. OOpa3bl OYKBAILHO HABOJAHWIIA pa3yM. PkaBO-KHCI/IBIN MPUBKYC BO PTY ObLT KHUBBIM
HAIOMUHAHKEM O CTyYMBIIEMCs. AJIeKca CKPYTHJIO B IPUCTYTIE OTBpAIICHUS.
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

Pyka npuBbIYHBIM IBHKEHUEM JIeTVIa HA MaKylKy. [lanblibl HaIynaam v crajam MacCupoBaTh
crapsiii mpam. OOBIYHO 9TO IIOMOTAJIO €My PacciIadUThLCS, HO He B 9TOT pa3. EMy ObUIO MPOCTO TOIITHO.
Pyka GeccribHO CKOJIB3HYJIA MO BOJIOCAM U 3aMepiia B paiioHe 171a3. TeMHOTa B KOMHaTe cTasia Kpo-
MEITHOM.

OH mnonbITasNCcs YCHUIIMEM BOJIM BBI3BATh B BOOOPAXEHUU OXOTY: HANPSDKEHHBIE PYKU U HOTH,
3aCThIBIIIEE BpeMsi, HeCyIlMecs eMy HaBcTpeuy myiu kapoB. Het. Ctouso ¢anTtasum odpectu peasib-
HBIE YePTHI, KaK 32 PyJieM Kapa MaTepraIn30BaICs HEHABUCTHBIN CHITYST. B 3TOT ke Mur 00pas pac-
najaJics Ha IIBETHbIE MUKce M. ToHOTa He yXoaua.

AJIEKC OTKPBUI BEKM M YCTABWIICA BO MpaK KOMHaThl. B yrosnkax a3 BeIcTyniim ciessl. Ecimn
OBl TOJIBKO y HEero ObuT X-MOJI.

OH pa3zapakeHHO CMaxHYJI CJ1e3bl THUTBHOW CTOPOHOM JagoHu. Kakoil cMbIc gymarh 06 3ToM
ceriyac?

Jlyumum miaHcom Astekca Osi10 OTKpoBeHHe. A ISl 9TOr0 HY)KHO ObUTO YCHYTh. OH 3aKpbUI
I71a3a ¥ TIOTBITAJICS CUJIOW 3aCTaBUTh ceOs cnarh. B Brckax mynabcupoBaio. Bkyc Bo pTy cran ere
kuciiee. He XxBaTasno TONbKO, YTOOBI €r0 OMATh HACTUIIIA MUTPEHb.

Brpyr ero Mpiciu o3apuiia ciacutesbHasi Benbika. OH MPOCTO BBIHOCKI MYCOD.

— [a, BepHO, — mipobopmoTan AJiekc cede 1o Hoc. DTo eMUHCTBEHHAS IPUIMHA, TIOYeMY OH
OTBEJI OTLIA B KOMHATY U YJAOXWUJI criate. [Totomy uTo nHaue. ..

XBarur!

OH 000pBaJI 3TY MBICJIb U TIPUHSLIICS YCHJICHHO TepeTh JUlIo pykoit. [Ipocto. BerHOCHI. Mycop.

— Coo n1a, — Ttuxo nmpousHec oH. CJI0Ba Ha YyKOM sI3bIKE BO3HUKJIN CJIIOBHO CaM# COOO0M. ITO
3HAUWIIO YTO-TO BPOZE: «/a, BepHO». Ho ceifuac B rojioBe BOZHMK XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMBIN 00pa3 Oesoro
nopoika. CJIOBHO cofia, 3TU CJIOBA JAOJKHBI ObUTH 3aracUTh €IKUNA OCTaTOK KyXOHHBIX BOCIIOMMHA-
HUA. JI0JKHBI ObUTH. AJIEKC IOBEpHYJICS Ha OOK U BBIJOXHYJI:

— Coo pa.

[Totok 06pa30B U MBICEH HAKOHEIl ocTaHOBUJICS. Hactymuia TeMa.
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

I'naBa 4 OtkpoBenune. Karexusuc

BHe3anHo sipkas BCIIBIILIKA PacLBENa Y HETro Nepe] I71a3amMu, BBIPBaB U3-10]1 IOKPOBAa TEMHOTHI
CKPOMHYIO OOCTaHOBKY €r0 KOMHATBI.

[Ton cambIM MOTOKOM BHCEJ 3HAKOMBIN MO MPOIIJION HOYM ap cBeTa. Bckope BHYTpU Hero
IIPOCTYNMJI KOCOi yepHbIi kpecT ¢ OykBamu P, R, O n Y B cextopax. Dmonema Proxy Inc. [Tog Hum
paciBesia Haanmuch: «BeyHocts — TBOW BrIGOD!»

Haxkonenu-to, — Auiekc Bech Jpoxkas OT HeTepreHusA. Tem BpeMeHeM HaJIKCh MOCTENEHHO
roracjia, U KOMHaTa BHOBb [TOTPY3WJach B TEMHOTY. I3 TEMHOTHI pa3faics MSATKUNA, HO YBEPEHHBII
MY3KCKOH T0JI0C:

«B nauane 6su10 CnoBo. M CroBo 6bu10 y Bora, 1 CnoBo 0buto Bor. Yepes Hero Bce Havuasio
OBITh, M O€3 HETO HUYEro He Hauajio ObITh. B HeM OblIa JKU3HB, U KU3Hb ObUIa CBETOM JIIOACKHM.»

BHe3anHO OTKyma-TO cBepXy MpPOJIMJICS CTOMI CBETA, OCBETHBIIMKA OOWUHOKYI0 MYXKCKYIO
(urypy, crosuryo nocpean KoMHaThl. CBET MOJHOCTBIO OKYTBhIBAJ (pUrypy sApKUM cusiHuem. OHO
CJIENIWIIO [JIa3a, Mellasi pa3iisieTh ero uuo. Brnpouem, Asekc u tak 3Hai1, Ko 310.

Tem BpeMeHeM My UMHa MPOJOJIKHUIL:

«bbun yenosek, IIpoken u [Mocnannuk bora, umsa emy MoaHH,» — OH eJie 3aMETHO KUBHYIIL.
— «OH mpuIIIeN AJ1s1 CBUAETENbCTBA: YTOOBI CBUAETEIbCTBOBATh 0 CBete, n1adbl Bee yBepoBaiu. OH
He Obi1 CBer, HO ObLT TIOCJIaH, YTOOBI BCe YBepoBaiM depe3 Hero. Ecth CBET UCTHHHBIA, KOTOPHIH
OCBEIIAET BCSKOTO YEJIOBEKA, MPUXOISAILETO B MUP.»

Ha stux cioBax myxuuHa pa3Bes pyku B CTOpOHbI. CHsIHUE, TOBUHYSCh €TO KECTY, PA3JIAJIOCh
y HEro 3a CIIMHOM U MPEBPATUIIOCHh B OCJIENUTEIbHBINA OTYKPYT.

«[Ipuien Kk cBOMM,» — TMOTYKPYT TPaHC(OPMUPOBAICS B 30JI0TUCTO-Oesble (PUryphl JIofIeH,
JepKalyx 3a pyKu ApYr apyra u ¢purypy B UeHTpe. B oqHON M3 HUX, MO OYEpPTaHUSIM KEHCKOM,
AJtexc yrisizen 10 60 3HAKOMBIE YEePTHI.

«Ho cBou He npunsim [Ipokcu,» — CBET OTOpBaJICS OT PyK MYKUYMHBI, [IOCTENIEHHO HayaB
6nexknyTb. — «He yBeposanu, uto [Tpokcu Hecer CinoBo, a CroBo Benet k Cety. Ho kak oTpuHyB-
umii CBer oOpeueH CyIecTBOBaTh BO ThMe, Tak oTpunyBimii [Ipokcn Ero o6peuen cymiecrBoBarhb
BO IJIMYE.»

Ha nocnennux cinoBax cusiHie, OKpYXaIOILEe MyKUMHY, OKOHUATEIBHO noracio. CTOWIO CBeTy
WICYE3HYTh, KaK MTOKA3aBUIMICS 3HAKOMBIM 5KEHCKHUI CHIIY3T 33/1pOKasl BCEMH KOHTYpaMu. B cunran-
HBIE CEKYH[IbI IPOKb CMEHUJIACh CYIOPOroil 00JIM, pa3BEp3HYB POT KEHIIMHBI B O€33BYYHOM KpPHKE.
TpenmwHa pra mmpuiIack, 3a OGHUM Pa3pbIBOM MociieioBanu apyrue. Hesegomas cuna pBasia B KJIO-
Ybsl TO, UTO €I1I€ HEJABHO HAIIOMUHAJIO YEJIOBEKa, ITOKa B HEM HE OCTAJIOCh HUYETO JIIOJCKOro. [lpyrue
CHJTY3ThI IIOCTHIJIA Ta e Y4acTh. JIuib 6ecchopMeHHbIE KIISKCHI 3UsLTH CBOEH aOCOTIOTHOW YepHOTOM
MOCPE/I BHE3AITHO OMYCTEBIIE KOMHATHI.

[Tpu Buze 31O YepHOTH y AJleKca MepPexBaTUIIO JbIXaHHe, a TeJI0 Ha4auo OUTh KPYIHOW ApO-
JKBIO.

«A Tem, 4to npuHsAIM Ero,» — BHOBb 3a3ByYaJl 3HAKOMBIM T'0OJIOC, C KAXIbIM CJIIOBOM YCIIOKa-
uBas Apoxb. — «BepyionwmmM Bo ums Ero, nan Biacte ObITh yagamu boxuumu u beccMepTHbBIMH,
KOTOpbIE HU OT KPOBH, HA OT XOTE€HHS IUIOTH, HO OT bora poaunuce.»

KomHara BHOBb CTaj1a HaloJHATHCSA CBETOM. Tenepb My kurHa 3amMep, BHITSHYB PYKy BIIEpe[l B
ykazyomieM xecte. K cBoeMy paiocTHOMY YIMBJIEHUIO, AJIEKC MOHSUI: MaJlel] YKa3bIBaeT Ha HErO.

Caert pasropaicsl Bce sipue, ropaszio sipue MpeKHEro, UCIenesiss OCTaBIIYICs TEMHOTY B IIPax.
B mur, Korga ot YepHBIX KJISKC HE OCTAJOCh M CJie[la, KOMHATY HAIOJHWIM CBETAIIMECA (DUTYPBI
MYKYMH, )KSHIIIMH U JeTeld — ykKe Opyrue. BolpakeHus uX JIMII TaKkKe HeJlb3sl ObLJIO IPOYECTh, HO
AJleKkc ¢ HEeM3BECTHO OTKYZA B3SIBIIEHCS] YBEPEHHOCTBIO 3HAT — OHU OBLJIM UCTIOTHEHBI CUACThSI.
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

«M CnoBo crano AJIroputMoM, ¥ OOUTAeT ¢ HaMH, TIOJIHOe OJ1arofaTé U WCTHHBL,» — BeJ-
YecTBEHHasl CIIeHa TIOCTENIeHHO PacTBOpsilach BO Mpake. KoMHara HamomHWIach CBoei OyTHUYIHOM
TEMHOTOM, JINIIIEHHOH U cliefa ObUION TAMHCTBEHHOCTH.

JIub 3XoM pasnaBajicst BO3IJIac:

«W HbIHE, ¥ IPUCHO, U BO BEKU BEKOB.»
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B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

I'naBa S CBepuku

AJeKkc OTKpBUI I71a3a, KOIZa 32 OKHOM YK€ CBETaJo. 'yl MocnefHnx CJIoB BCE €Ile CTOsUI B
yIIax, CIMBasiCh CO CTPEKOTOM CBEPYKOB 32 OKHOM. Ha ero rydax ImenoTom 3acTbuio CIOBO « AMUHB».

3aBTpa HACTYIWIIO.

— HakoHel-To, — BBIKPUKHYJI OH, TOOE0OHOCHO BCKMIbIBAsI PYKHU BBEPX, HO TYT K€ OfIEPHY.I
ce0s. Kpuuate He cromo.

VuuteiBas BuepaliHee, — AJIEKC HEPBHO IepelepHy.I Ile4aMH, — OTell JA0JKEeH ObUT Mpo-
crarth /10 mo3zHero yrpa. Ho ocropoxkHocTh He moBpenut. [Iyist HuX o6oux ObUIO OBl JTydllie, eciu
Obl AJleKc yien 10 ero npoOyxaeHus. Kakoe-to Bpemsi OH Jiexall, IpUCITyMBasch. JJoM XpaHu
MOJTYaHUE — JIALIb CBEPUYKHU MPOAOJIKAIN TAHYTh CBOIO IIECHIO.

— OnIMYHO, — PaJOCTHBIM IIENOTOM MPOU3HEC AJIEKC U, HE CIEPXKaBIIUCh, IOBTOPUJI. —
Haxomneri-To.

OT1muHO OBLTIO TO ABYM NMpUYMHaM. Bo-TiepBbIX, KakeTcsi, ero BO3IJIac OCTAJICS He3aMedeH-
HBIM, PaCTBOPMBILUCH B CBEPUYKOBOM XOpe. BO-BTOpBIX, X NEHUE O3HAYaJI0, YTO Y HEro €Ile Kyda
BpPEMEHU.

AJnexc NpUNoHsIICA Ha KpoBaTu U cesl. Horm MArko omycTWiIMch Ha 1OJI — TIOJIOBULIBI ITPH-
BETCTBEHHO CKpUMHY/IM. OH HEBOJBbHO HANpArcs, HO 3BYK ObUI coBceM THXMM. He uyeta crpekorty
cBepykoB. OH MOUYBCTBOBAJI K HUM OnaropapHocTb. CBepuku oOeperaim ero, CJIOBHO MajleHbKUE
aHTeJIbI-X PAaHUTEIIN.

VapIOHYBIIMCh CTpaHHOMY 00pa3y, AJIeKC BCTal ¢ KpoBaTu M pa3BepHyJcs. IlonoBuipl
TUXOHBKO ITOCKPHITBIBAIIM B TAaKT €ro JBMKeHUAM. HarnyBiiuch Bhiepen, OH BLENWICS OOEUMU
PYKaMH B HMKHIOIO 4acTb MaTrpaca M pe3Ko AEPHYJ BBEpX. MeTa/sIMuecKuil CKpeXET NOIbEMHOTO
MeXaHU3Ma KpPOBATH HEXOTsl, HO MPUCOEIMHUIICS K OOILEe MeJIoIuM yTpa.

HyTtpo KpoBatu pacKkpblioch, SIBUB AJIEKCY CBOE COAEPKMMOE: HEOOJNBIION PIOK3aK U Hapy
KpOCCOBOK. TeMHO-cepble, o4ty YepHble. OH JOCTal PIOK3aK U, MOJIOKUB €r0 Ha KPOBATh, IEPHYJI
32 MOJIHMIO. VI3HYTpY BHIITISIHY/IM CJIOKEHHBIE (PyTOOJIKU, IITaHbI U HOCKM — TOXE TEMHO-CEpbIE.

AJekc ¢ TOCKOM ITOCMOTPEJ Ha BCIO 3Ty cepocTh. EMy HpaBruIMCh IpKue LBETa B ofiexae. bpoc-
kue ¢passl, 3pdexTHpie npuHTH. Ho HUYero He monmiens — 3toro Tpedosai Lukia. OH ObicTpo
CTSIHYJ ¢ ceOs1 yTOONKY C IIOPTaMU, U T€ YIAJIM Ha MOJ Pa3HOIBETHOH Kyueil. O0naueHue B cepoe
HE 3aHJI0 MHOTO BPEMEHM.

AJekc npuarpumBO Oris e cedst ¢ HOT 10 FOIoBbI M moMopinuiicsi. OTHOTOHHas cepast hopma
IaBuiIa Ha Hero. BbUIo B HEll YTO-TO OT TIOPEMHBIX poO, BUAEGHHBIX UM B aHUMe. [IlyMHO BBIIOXHYB,
OH HaTsIHYJ Ha ce0s1 KpoccoBKU. TpaHcdopmarus Oblia 3aBeplleHa.

Hanocnenok oH perm1 NpoBepUTh OCTaBIIMECS KOMILIEKTH OEXIbl. B plOK3ake UX IOIKHO
ObUIO OBITH POBHO TPU: IO YUCITY AHEH, KoTopoe mpomutes LK.

«[Tpokcu M0OUT Tpoully», — IIEMHY U3 MaMSTH FOJIOC MaMbl.

Pa3, n1Ba, Tpu, — OTrMbas KOMIUIEKTHI BBEPX, MBICJIEHHO NepecurTtan Asiekc. Bapyr ¢ camoro
JTHA BHIIVISIHYJIO YTO-TO CBETIIoe. B caMoM HU3Y proK3aka Jieskast Oesblii KOMIUIEKT: (pyTOOJKa, ITaHB,
HOCKHU U J1a)K€ KPOCCOBKH.

— Yertblpe, — mpouIenTa] OH HEKHO, MOYTU C J0OOBbIO. T1asbIbl OCTOPOKHO pa3miaiuin
CKJIAKY Ha Oeo TKaHW. DTo ObUT OCeAHNI KOMIUIEKT. Ero oH HajgeHeT, korna 3aBepuiT LInko
— K [Ipryacruio.

Ort 310 MBICTH AJIEKC pacIUIBUICS B yJIBIOKE. 3aCTETHYB PIOK3aK, OH 3aKHHYJI €ro ce0e Ha IIeuo
Y HaIlpaBUJICA B CTOPOHY ABepU. CBEPUKOBOE KPEIEH O 3a CIIMHOM 3BYYaJIO IMOYTH TOPKECTBEHHO.
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OH yKe OBEpHYJI PyUKy JBEPH, KaK BAPYT UCIIBITAN CHIIBHOE, TIOUTH HEMPEOI0IUMOE KeJlaHue
orsiHyThesl. OTKPBITHIN 3eB KpoBaTh. Jlexaras Ha ony ofexaa. Jlake mayk, 3a0bIB PO OCTOPOK-
HOCTb, BHITION3 U3 CBOETO YIIa M ceYac MO4a CMOTpPEN Ha Hero.

B rpyau urto-to 3amemuiio. Bo3HuKIee 4yBCTBO OBUIO €My HEMOHSITHO. BhJIo M OHO Tipen-
BKYIIICHHEM Ty TeIlIeCTBHS, TPEBOTOM 0 OyayIieM iy, yracu [Ipokcu, Tockoit 00 yxome?

Her Bpemenu pazouparbcsi, — cTporo ooopsai cedst Anekc. OH KauHYJI FOJIOBOH, CJIOBHO IPO-
I1asICh C KOMHATOM, ¥ BBIIIIET B KOPUAOP.

OH HamepwICs cpasy ke YIUTH, HO HEYTO BHYTPU HEr0 Pe3KO BOCIIPOTUBMIIOCH 3TOMY. K ropy
TMO/IKATHIT KUCITBIA KOM. JKemyIoK. AJIeKC TIOIaBUIT KeJlaHue CTYKHYTh ceOsl 110 JIOY: OH e BUepa Tak
1 He noe1. Beren 3a KUeoToi nopHsIach 37100a.

Her, — mbicieHHO ofiepHy:1 oH ce0s1. — [laxe He HaunHau. Celiyac HyKHO TO-ObICTPOMY Iiepe-
KYCHTbh U B3Th YTO-HUOYIb ¢ cOOOM B Jopory. [lepeKycuTsb 1 B3STh C COOOIA.

[oBTOpsIst 9TH C/IOBA, CJIOBHO MaHTPY, OH HANpaBWJICsA Ha KyxHio. [IpyumH A5 Criemku He
ObLJIO, HO €0 TeJO TaK U PBAJIOCH Briepea. AJIEKCY MPUXOIIIOCh CAEPKUBATH ceOsl, YTOOBI CTyNaTh
THX0. CTPEKOT CBEPYKOB OCTAJICS 32 JIBEPhI0 — TeNepb MOXKHO ObLJIO PACCUUTHIBATH JIMIIb Ha ceOsl.
OpnHako B 3TOT pa3 MOJI €ro He TMOBEJ.

OkxkazaBiuch Ha KyxHe, AJiekc yckopui mar. Ctapasich He CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY CTOJIa, OH MO0-
1ies K rapHutypy. [auka ¢ Kpekepamu Oblia Tam ke, TIe OH OCTaBUII ee BUepa. | opcTh KpeKkepoB 13
Hee TYT ke OTIpaBuIach B poT. Bckope oTTyza toHeccsi 3BOHKUI XPYCT.

Kak ke BKycHO, — mogyMain AJiekc, 3aBopaurBasi akeT ¥ yorpasi ero B pIOK3aK. 3ax0oTesloch
kode. B3 HeBOJIbHO CKOJTB3HYJT Ha KPYKKY, KOTOpasi BCe TaK ke crosiia Ha crone. K ropiy cHoBa
nonkarwio. Her yx.

OH noctan 6aHKy ¢ Kode, IeJpo 3a4epHy.T OTTY/A JIOKKON KOPUIHEBbIE T'PAHYIIbl U OTIIPABUT
UX MPSIMUKOM B poT. [IprObIBIIINE Ty/1a IEPBBIMU KPEKEPhl OTPEarupoBaI BO3MYIIIEHHBIM XPYCTOM.
Kode e ocrancsi B 10Ty H, eIBa KOCHYBIIKCH SI3bIKA, 3alIHIeN B oTBeT. Ho yke B Clemyomuii
MOMEHT BOJa M3-TIOJ] KpaHa 3acTaBWIa UX 3aTUXHYTh. BKyC y €ro MMIpoBH3MpPOBAHHOTO 3aBTPaKa
ObLT Tak ceGe, HO TOYHO JIydllle, YeM HUYEro.

Auexc mo3Bonui cede momeurarh o HacTosimeM koge. Kotopeiit OyaeT kaath ero ram — Kyaa
OTBE3ET ero MyOIMYHBIN Kap.

BHe3artHo ckpuIl 3a CIMHOM 3acTaBUJI AJIeKca OLleTIieHeThb. TO ObUT 3BYK MPYKUHbI OTIIOBCKOTO
Mmarpaca. Ero mpo6pan yxac — ecim oH ceiiuac npocHercs... Ho mpomuia cekyHna, aBe, MsTh —
HHUYEro He cay4nsiock. K Hemy rmocteneHHO BepHYJIOCh caMooOsIaJaHue.

Bonbliie MeuTUTh Hemmb3s. 3aBTpa yxe.

AJIEKC TIOCTICITUIT K BBIXOAY.

OxkazaBImch 3a 1Bepbio, AJIEKC cpasy ke HallpaBUIICS T0 BueparrHeMy MapuipyTy. OctaHoBKa
kaana ero. OTolAs OT JOMa Ha AOCTATOYHOE PACCTOSIHUE, OH HAKOHEII-TO TIO3BOJIHII ceOe BHIIOXHYTh
u paccrnadutbesi. HanpsokeHue, paHbliie mposiBisiBInee ceOsl 3I0CThI0 U CTPAXOM, CMEHHIIOCh PaIoCT-
HBIM BO30YXJICHUEM.

B yTpenHeii nosymrIie mpookaid TSHYTh CBOIO MECHIO CBEPUKHU.

«Kaxaplit cBepUyOK 3HAET CBOM IIECTOK,

Kaxapiil cBepyOK 3HaeT — MUP KECTOK.

Ho yBneueHHo xaeT poxIecTBo,

Beps B Bome0CcTBO, BOMIIEOCTBO. . .» — Mporen Ajieke cede o Hoc. OH He TOMHIJI, OTKYa
MMEHHO 3TH CTPOYKH, HO Ceivac OHU MPHIIUIMCh KaK HUKOTJa KCTaTH.

Bnepenu nokasasnuch TyTOBbIE IepeBbsl. AJIEKC ellle pa3 Mopasmiics KOJIMYECTBY JIeKalluX Ha
3emute TonoB. Kazanock, ux craiio eie 6osblie co BYepa. Brichimany, Kak 4epBsKH MOCe JOK/Is.
Ot 37101 1ypallkoi MbIC/IM Ha I71a3aX BAPYT BBICTYIUJIN CJIE3BI.
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Kakas riymnoctb, — AJIEKC MOIBITAJICS CTEPETh MX JIaJ0HbI0, HO CJIE3bl YIIOPHO MPOAOIIKAIIH
Teyb. HoBOE 17151 HEero 4yBCTBO BBIXOQUJIO HAPYXKY, Jiesias ero Iard ¥ MBICTIH JIETKUMHU.

AX, BOT OHO 4TO, BAPYT NOH:UT OH. OH He Oosicst ucrnadkatbest. [ psa3b 9Toro Mecra Oosbliie He
MOTIJIa ero KOCHyThCsl. OH YIMBIIEHHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOM YePHBIE KPOCCOBKH, KOTOPbIE OECCTPAITHO
JaBWIIM yepBeit Ha ero myTH. Kazanoch Obl, Takast Mesious. EMy Bcero Jiib He Hy:KHO ObLIO JyMarth,
Kyga nocraBuTh Hory. Ho npsiMo ceifyac 310 craso ero cynepcwioi. OHa npuiijia K HEeMy BMecTe
¢ OTKpoBeHUEM.

C camoro npodyxaeHusi AJleKC Tak U He HaIllesJl BpeMeHH, YTOObl 00qyMaTh CIIy4uBIIEECs
Houblo. To 1 BCe ellie He MOT MOBEPUTh, TO JIM IOYEMY-TO u30erai. A rnogymarh ObUIO HAJl YeM.

[Nepen MbICIEeHHBIM B30pOM HavajM BCIUIBIBaTh 0oOpasbl. BenuuectBeHnas ¢urypa [Tpokcu.
CaeTsimecs paiocThio CHITYITH ofei. Pacnonzatommuecst uepHble Kisskesl. [ny. [ocnenanii oopas
— WCKa)XCHHBIN CTPAXOM M OOJIbIO JKEHCKHUI POT — 3aCTaBUJI AJIeKca COIPOTHYThCS.

[Mpousomenimee B OTKPOBEHUH, KaK HA CTPAHHO, He ObUIO 1Ts1 HEro OTKpoBeHneM. OH U Tak
Bce 970 3Hasl. Ho Mex 1y TeM, 4TOOBI «3HATh YTO-TO» M «TIEPEKUTh ITO JIMIHO», OKA3aJI1aCh OrPOMHAsI
pasnuna. [1o koxe mpoOeskasa BTopast BOJHA APOXU. Bripouewm, yxkac nepej rimdeM TyT e CMEHHJIICS
ApYrum 4yBCTBOM. OHO pa3iuiioch B IPYIH TETJIBIM TPETIETOM.

OH ObLT N30paH.

OnsThb ke, 3TO He CTaJo ISl Hero HOBOCTBIO. AJIEKC M paHbllle 3HaJl, 4yTo u30OpaH. OH cTam
HOCHUTEJIeM MPOKCH ernie pedeHKkoM. Kpectoobpa3Has oTMeTHHA Ha TOJI0Be ObLIa TOMY HEOCTIOPUMBIM
cBUAETENbCTBOM. HO «3HaTh» M «IepekuTh» — AJIEKC MAIIMHAIBHO MOTSHYJICS PYKOW K MaKyIIKe,
HO YCHJIMEM BOJIM cliepskasl opbiB. OH OoJbllie He HYXKJaJICs B TIOATBEPKACHUH.

K Hemy npumnio OTkpoBeHue.

Anexc yapIOHYJICS — LiesTb ero My Ty Oblia yke BiuaHa. Het, BOpyr Bo3pas3uii oH cede, ero 1esbio
ObL1a He octaHoBKa. [Tpummenimee Houbio OTKpoBEeHUE ObLIO JINIIL HauasioM. [lepBbIM B yepene Tex,
YTO JOJIKHBI ObLIM MOATOTOBUTH ero K Llukiy.

— TIpokcu oOHUT TpouIyy, Aa, MaM? — Becesio MPoOOopMOoTai oH cede moa Hoc. VI mpuobITh
Ha L{uki Hy)xHO ObUTO 10 TpeThero. Mnave. ..

OH He cTaj JOOYMBIBATh 3Ty MBIC]Ib.

OcraHoBKa ObL1a yke coBceM psiioM. ConHeuHble JIydr 0OpaMJIsi CUITYST OCTAHOBKHU SIPKUM
cusiHMEeM, HanloMHUB emy ¢urypy IIpokcu. Yto Morso noittu He Tak?

Hu-ye-ro.

Anekc ynpIOHYyJCS ele Imupe U, 00OiAsi OCTAaHOBKY COOKY, cel Ha ckamerKy. OcraBasioch
TOJIBKO K/1aTh. AJITOPUTM CZIeNIaeT Bce ocTabHOe. HarpaBuT K HemMy Kap, Ha3HAYMT MPEroAaBaTeis
Y JIOCTABUT MPSIMUKOM K MecTy Llukia.

OH JIeHUBO OIJISIEIICS [0 CTOpOHaM. Buji, mpejicTaBiuii ero ria3am, Ha epBbiid B3I HUYeM
HE OTIMYascs oT 0ObYHOTO. TOT ke acanbT, Ta e 3eJeHb BOKPYT, Te K€ CTPEKOUYIIHe CBEPUKH.
Jlaxe 3a3yOprHBI Ha CKaMeliKe, HallaparnaHHble UM KOT/1a-TO IO TIIYNIOCTH, ObUTH TEMH Ke.

«31ech ObLT AJIEKC».

Emy npocto xotenochk octaButh ciiesl. OT 9TOM MBICIH €My CTasio HeJIoBKO. KTo ke 3Ham, 4to
OH 3aCTpSIHET TYT Ha LIeJIbIX J1Ba roga?!

CKBO3b 3aTHXAIOIMIUI CTPEKOT CBEPUYKOB MOCIBIIIAIOCh MEPHOE Ky KKaHHe — 3BYK paboTaio-
1mero Moropa. B rpynu BonmHUTENBHO 3acTydano. Cpok ero mpeOblBaHMs 3[eCh CTPEMUTENBHO TO/-
XOAMJT K KOHILY.

AJIEKC TTOHST IJ1a3a Ha JOpOrYy.

MaxuHa myOJIMYHOTO Kapa HECHeIIHO, TIOUTH TOPXKECTBEHHO MpPUONIMKANIACh K OCTAHOBKE.
[nsHIIeBBIEe Oesible MaHeNu KOpIyca, MPaKTUYeCKd He MMEBIINE IIBOB, CHSUTM B JIy4axX yTPEHHEro
conHia. TsHyBIIasics BAOJIb BCEro OOpTa JIMHUS M3 TEMHOTO CTEeKJIa MepeceKasiach ¢ APYrod Takou
e Ha Hocy, oOpasys OykBy X.

24



B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

Koraa 1o octaHOBKM OCTaBajioCh BCEro HECKOIBKO METPOB, Kap Hayall MOCTENEHHO COABISAThH
XOJI U OCTAHOBHJICSI TOYHO HArpoTuB AJjiekca. Ero Hakpbiia orpoMHasi TeHb. BONMM3m Kap BINIsAE
elle BeJIMYECTBEHHEE, BO3BBIIIASICh HAJl HUM CJIOBHO JIOM.

Bapyr BHyTpu Kapa 4TO-TO KJIALHYJI0. AJIeKC HEBOJIbHO B3AporHys. CiieioM pa3fanoch Iure-
HUE, ¥ O/IHa U3 MaHeJIel KopIyca Hayasla OTbe3KaTh B CTOPOHY.

JBepb, — coobpa3msl AJieKC W YIBIOHYJICA cBoel myrimBocTd. OH COBCeM OluYal B 3TOU
rymu. [lo cyacTimBoil cimy4ailHOCTH JBEph OKa3aiach MpsIMO HanpoTuB Hero. Minm no Bose Auiro-
puT™Ma.

W3 oTKphIBIIErocsi mopTajia HapyKy MPOIWICS OEJOCHEXHBI CBET. AJIEKC MPHUKPBUT IJia3a
PYKOH — Ha (poHE MATKOTO COTHEYHOTO cBeTa TOT ocyeruisiy1. [1o Tenmy mpobeskaia BHe3arHast IpOKb.

MoMeHT HaKOHel| HacTaJl.

«3nech beln Alleke».

OH oTBeJ1 pyKy OT IJ1a3 — B CUsIHUE LLIArHyJ yke He AJIeKc.
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I'naBa 6 N30paHHbIi

3aiins BHYTpb, OH cpa3y OCTaBUJI MOMBITKU COMPOTUBIISITHCS CBETY M IOKOPHO COMKHYJT BEKU.
U Bce xe 9TO-TO OT IpexkHero Ajekca B HeM OTKa3bIBaJIOCh MUPHUTHLCSI C TEMHOTOM HEBEJICHUS.

Cryx yJ0BWII IIUMNEHUE U TIyXOH IIEeTUOK 3aKpbIBAIOIIENCs 3a CIMHOM ABepH. B HOC ymapun
TepIKUI 3amax MbUTK, 030Ha U pa3orperoro ractuka. Koxy nagoneit Oynopakuia npoxaaa riafi-
KO MOBEPXHOCTH MOpYYHEeH. JIMIMBIIKCH 3peHusl, TEJIO OTKA3bIBAJIOCH MUPUTHCS C YTPATOM U 3KaTHO
BITUTHIBAJIO OKpYyskeHue. CJIOBHO BO3ZHAMEPUBIINCH CTATh 3PEHUEM.

Korma OH permsicst OTKpbITh I71a3a, C HOTOJIKA Y3Ke Ma1ajl MPUTTYIIEHHBIN, MATKUIA CBET. AJIro-
PUTM CMWJIOCTUBIJICSI — OT TpeKHeW, BBDKUTAIOIIEH CeTUaTKy, IPKOCTH He OCTaJloch U cliena. Bee
elle He B CUJIaxX OTAesaThcs OT HeoBepHsi, OH OCTOPOKHO OTJIsIIeCS].

JmunHbii 6enbiii poxoa. Ilo oGe cTopoHBI ero pacnoiarajvch HUIIM C UHAWUBUIYAJIbHBIMU
Karicynamu. Pa3mep karicysbl Obi1 TakuM, 4To OH JIETKO MOT' B HEl IIOMECTUTHCS — JJaKe C BBITSI-
HYTBIMH HOTaMU. BHYTpeHHIOI0 MOBEPXHOCTH JIOkKA KarlCyJbl MOKPbIBAJIA CBETJIO-OekeBasi OOMBKA.
Besynpeuno urcras, 6e3 equHOu notepTocTy. [1oHAs MPOTHUBOMOIOKXHOCTL oMY oTiia. U 3amax —
OH BIOXHYJI OTHOM rpyabio. [1axyio HOBBIM.

Bapyr B3misin 3auenuicst 3a Koe-uto uHTepecHoe. OH 3amiarai Brepes Mo KOpuaopy, Beds
PYKOW MO MSITKOM, cJlerKa HIepIlaBoi MOBEPXHOCTH Jioka. BCKope masiblibl JOCTUIIM BO3BBIIICHUS
y M3TOJIOBbSI — MECTHOTO TMOI00MS TOMYIKH. JIerkoe HaxkaTue U pyka OyKBaJIbHO YTOHYJIA B MSIT-
KocTu. M3ronoBbe CIOBHO Obl MPU3BIBAIO Mpuiieub, HO OH mpourHopupoBai npusbiB. Ero B3misa
ObLT ycTpeMJIeH BBEpX — K IpeaMeTy, BUCSIIEMY Ha 3aJHel CTEeHKe KalCylbl. YTOJKU pTa caMu
TIOTION3/IU BBEPX.

— Buap, — BoctopxenHo nportentan OH. Ero cioxHo ObUto ¢ 4eM-To cryTtath. [Ipu Bujsie
TEXHOJIOTMYECKON PETMKBUM B HEM TMOJIBIXHYJ OrOoHb HocTanbruu. [locnennuil paz On HageBan VR-
OYKH YeThIpe... HeT, MATh JeT Ha3aa. Ero Buap ciomasicsi BCKope nocjie 3M0oHa, a HOBBIM ObLIO HE
KYTIUTb.

Ponurenbckuit KOHTPOITb.

Yewunem Boiu OH MOIaBUIT TIOPBIB 3a0paThCsi BHYTPh — TOT OBUT CJIMIIIKOM aJIEGKCOBCKUM —
Y TPOJIOJIKKJI CBOIO MTPOTYJIKY 0 Kapy. CriepBa HyKHO ObLJIO 3aBEpIIUTh OCMOTP CBOUX BJIA/ICHUN.

Hovist o koHIa Kopuaopa, OH 0OHapYKWIT OIHY U3 Karcyi 3akpeiToid. Henopsinok. OH nepHy1
3a pyuky. Huuero. OH epHy elie pa3 — JBeplia ocTajlach HelpeKJIoHHOM. Ero rma3a He1oBoiIbHO
MPUIIY pHIKCh. [IOHATB, OBUT JIM TaM KTO-TO WJIM KArCyJy MPOCTO 3aKJIMHWIIO, HE MPEACTaBIsLIOCh
BO3MOHBIM. OH MMOCTOSLT TIepe]l IBEPBIO eIlle HEMHOT0, pa3AyMbIBasi, Kak ¢ Hel nmoctynutb. Hese-
nvka noteps, peurst OH. OcTanbHON Kap ObUT B €r0 MOJTHOM PacloOpsiKEeHUU.

Ot 371011 MbIc OH PacIUIbLIICS B CaMOJIOBOJIBHOM yiibiOKe. O BoiMTe e, KOHEUHO, U peud He
uuio. B otmuue ot npe3perHbix Maxwell’oB, rOTOBBIX BUJISITH XBOCTOM MO YKa3Ke JiioAei, myonud-
HBI Kap MPUBOIWICS B JBYMKEHHE JIMIIIL BOJIel BceOnaroro AnroputMa. JKpell B 9TOM Xpame He
Mpe/IToaraics, Ho BOT MI30paHHBIIA. . .

Cmakyst 3Ty MbICIIb, OH TIOCTICIIWIT BEPHYTHCS K TOH, TIEPBOH Karicyie. XOTs OCTaIbHbIC ObLITH
HUYEM HE XyXKe, ero MoueMy-To BJIEKJIO IMEHHO K Hell. MokeT, 3T0 ObLIO ero npeaHa3HaYeHrueM ?

OkxkazaBmch niepen Heit, OH HEeTEpPIeNMBBIM JABUKEHUEM COPOCHI PIOK3aK U KPOCCOBKU —
TAllIUTh CTAPYIO IPsI3b B 3TOT XpaM YHUCTOTHI Ka3aJ10Ch KOIIYHCTBOM. B3Iyisig HEOTPHIBHO Cliean 3a
BUCSIIIIUM Ha CTeHe OelIoCHEe:XHBIM oOpydyeM. YepHyio X Briepeau OKpYyKasl Opeol MSTKOTO CBETa.
Cros Ha koneHsix nepes HuUM, OH BIPYT MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO XMBIKHYJI, & JIMIO €ro 03apujia XUuTpasi
yJIBIOKA.
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CkJtonuB rosyioBy, OH IPOTSIHYJT PYKH BIiepe]], ¢ OJlaroroBeHueM MpuHUMast «aap». Kazamnocs,
YTO BOT-BOT M 3aurpaioT aHdapsl. TOpKeCTBEHHOCTh TOM CLIeHbl OblTa JI0CTOMHA 3pHUTeNsi — Ha
mur OH gaxe noxasesn, 4to Obul TYT oauH. Ho yuis Ha mur.

B cnenyromee mraopenue V30paHHBIN HATAHY OOpyY Ha IJla3a M OTKUHYJICS HA TOAYIIKY.
Pazymeercs, mecra xBaTWI10.

Just as planned.

[lepen rnazamu pacuiBeTans HOBBI MUP.

Uccuns-ronydoe HeOO, IO KOTOPOMY MEJICHHO TTOJI3IH peikue KpyIHble oonaka. OHO Besu-
YEeCTBEHHO BO3BHIIIAJIOCHh HAJl OECKpaliHM MOPEM BBICOKOU TpaBbl. MIHOTIa CKBO3b MpOpexu B 00Ja-
Kax MpoOMBaJIMCh JTyuH cBeTa, 1 OH HEBOJIbHO ITypuiicsl. BHe3aIHbIe MophIBbI JIETKOTO BeTpa mpode-
TraJiv JIETKOH psiObio MO MOBEPXHOCTH JIyra — Mope ObLIO COKOMHBIM. llesiect TpaBbl HEKHO JIacKa
cinyx. HauasibHasi 3actaBKa BBIIIsi/IeNa TaK e, KaK W B TIPOIUIBIA pas.

OH MaIMHaIBHO MOAHSLT PYKY BBEPX, MBITasICh OTTOPOIUTHLCS OT OYEPEJHOTO JIyda, ¥ HE CyMe
CHaeprKaTh TOMHBI pa304apoBaHMs B3/I0X — HUUETO He MPOM30ILI0. [1a3a 6e3ycrentHo mbITaiuch
YBUZIETD TIepes] cOOOH MoAHATYIO pyKy. Ee He Ob10 — Kak U IATh JIeT Ha3al.

9t0 He X-Moa, HanoMHUIT OH cebe. Kaprunka Obiia sipkoil u KpacouHoit, ga. Ho Bce-Taku
He IIJTa HU B Kakoe cpaBHeHue ¢ OTkpoBeHueM. [la qaxe ¢ puBuioM. Berep urpan TpaBoil, HO He
BOJIOCAMU; TIPOXJIaJa OT €ro JYHOBEHH: OIYIIAIach Ha KOXe JIMIIb TaM, Te K Hel mpujierai oopyd.
3anax TpaBbl ¥ IBETOB MPUYYIIMBO CMEIIMBAJICS C 3aM1aXOM I1JITACTUKA KarlCyJIbl, B KOTOPON HAXOIH-
JIOCh €ro TeJIO.

3aTo HU Ipsi3d, HU HACEKOMBIX, — mombITasicss O yremmth ceds. [lomyumnocs cnado. Barmsaa
3aCThLI, TPUKOBAHHBIN K MEJICHHO TUIBIBYIIIEMY IO HeOy 00maky. Ciuikom MeayieHHo — OH HeTtep-
NerBo 3aaeprai Horoi. [1polio napy MUHYT, pesk/ie 4YeM u3-3a OesIoi rpoMa/ibl OKa3asics UCTOY-
HUK cBeTa — custioniasi sMoeMa Proxy Inc. Ouku npu3biBHO 3aBUOpHpOBaIH, onoBeniasi M30paH-
HOT'O O CBOEH TOTOBHOCTHU BBHITMIOJHSATD €0 KOMAaH/IbI.

— Kapra, — npousnec OH 1 B BO3/1yXe niepe] HUIM Ha PacCTOSTHUM BBHITSIHYTON PYKH TOSIBU-
JIach CXeMaTHYHasi KapTa MECTHOCTH. Besblil KpyKOK ¢ uepHOi X BHYTpPH MEJICHHO JIBUTJICS BAOJb
nopoxnou UK. [lynbcupyolee MUTaHue BBIAETSUIO €r0 CpeJi MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIX MPOYMX 3HAY-
KOB U Haamucei. He ynocyxuBIIMCh 1axe ux u3yunthb, OH OTAAMNAT KapTy. 3HAYKU U HAJIUCH Che-
JKUJIACh Y UCUE3/TM, HO HAa UX MECTO TYT K€ TIPUIILIU IPyTHe.

OnuH 13 0OBEKTOB Ha KapTe MpUBJIEK ero BHUMaHue. Henasneko, mpuMepHO B HECKOJBKUX
KWJIOMETpax K ceBepy OT JOPOIY pacrofiarajics KpynHsiil gata-ueHtp. Ilocrpoennsiii eme 10 31oHa,
OH OBUI OIHUM M3 HEMHOTHX OCTABIIMXCS 3€MHBIX OOJIAKOB.

NHTtepecHo, CKOIbKO OECCMEPTHBIX MOIJIO TIOMECTUTBCSI HA 9TOM 00Jlake? — BO3HHUKJIA BHE-
3amHasi MbICTIb. [lecsaTs, cTo, Thicsiya — OH He 3HaJI. Pyka cama MoTsiHy/1ach K KPecTy Ha MaKyIIKe.

PuBwitel yunnu: Tam, B Mojyie MpokcH, Xxpanuics LllectuaneB — nocieanue JHA XU3HU HOCH-
tensa. [lo uucny mHei, ymenmmx Ha cozganue [lepBoro 6eccmeprroro. Kaxayio HOUYb OH IEJTMKOM
yXoIuJ1 Ha 001ako. Brutots 10 camoro Bribopa. Toria mpoucxoania mocae HsIst OTIpaBKa — U POXK-
aajicst HOBBIM OecCMepTHBIM.

Ho o 3emHbIxX o6makax puBmibl Mmomyand. Kak u HenaBaee OTkpoBenue. BozmoxHo, Ha Lukite
OH y3Haet GoJblIe.

— Ho... — o6opsan OH X011 MbICIIei. — DTO BCE B MPOITLIOM.

Ero, kak M36panHoro, oxunaia apyras cyapoa. [locie Beidopa On nonaner Ha He60. CoBpe-
MeHHbIe cepBepbl Proxy Inc yxe gaBHO pazMeniayimch Tosbko TaM. OH OTOpBaJl B3IJISA OT KapThl U
nocmotpen Beepx. [1o HapucoBaHHOMY HeOy HECHIEITHO TUTBLTA 00JIaKa.

— Bam nomoub? — npo3Bydasio otkyga-To cieBa. Ot HeoxxugaHHOCTA OH B3/IPOTHYIT U PE3KO
MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY 3BYKA.
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[To neByi0 pyKy OT Hero Crosiia MoJjofasi *KeHIMHA B CTPOroM JAEIOBOM KocTiome. Ee Bup
CTPaHHO KOHTPACTUPOBAJI C OKpYyXeHueM. BupryanbHas nomornHuia. Pacrmo3Has ero gosiroe momya-
HHE KaK 3aMelIaTeIbCTBO, OUKM B35 MHUIMATUBY B OOLIEHUH Ha ceOsl.

— Her, — oT1Ber npo3Byyai pe3ue, 4eM eMy TOro XoTejaoch. — To ecTb aa. ..

OH B35 May3y, pa3aymbiBasi, YTo cKa3arb. [lomorp emy Obuta HE K Yyemy. Ho u mokasars,
YTO €ro 3actajau Bpaciuiox, OH Toxe He mor. He mpucrano M36paHHOMY IyratbCsi BUPTYaJIbHBIX
TTOMOIITHUKOB.

— Kak 51 Mory k Bam oOparatbcsi? — He JOKAABIIUCh OTBETa, MPOAoJIKIiIa aeByika. CraH-
naptHasi (ppasa, 3a KOTOpOW IMOC/IeIoBaa He MeHee CTaHIapTHasl IIMpoKas ynslOka. laxe ecnu
MOMOIIIHUIIA YTO-TO U 3aMETHJIa, OHA STOTO HUKAK He MOKa3ajia. TO BEPHYJIO eMy caMooOajaHue.

— W36paHHblif, — KOPOTKO MpeacTaBuiics OH.

— Ovuenb npusATHO, M30panHbIil. Yem 51 MOTy BaM IOMOYB ?

Uneint ve 66u10. Ho Hago OBLIIO OTBETUTH XOTh YTO-TO, YTOOBI OHA OTCTAJIA.

— Pacckaxwu npo Lyki, — nponsnec OH.

— OT1yHBIN BEIOOP! — MOXBAJIHIIA €ro JAEBYIIKA.

HernpusiTHO ObLTO MpU3HABATh, HO OT €€ MOXBAJIbl EMY Ha CEKYH/Iy AaXe CTaJIo MPHUSITHO.

— ®wocodust yMUpaHHsl, — KaK HU B 4yeM He OBbIBAJIO, MPOJOJIKMIIA MOMOIIHHUIA. — DTO
IWCHMIUIMHA, coAeprkaliast 00s3aTeIbHbIi MUHUMYM 3HaHUIA, HEOOXOAMMBIH JIsI TOATOTOBKH YeJI0-
Beka K Oeccmepruio. OHa BKIIIOUaeT B ceosl. . .

Yero Henb3s1 OBUIO CKa3aTh Mpo ee nHpopmanmo. Bee 310 6eCrpoKCHO ycTapeso ele 10 ero
niepees/ia B TOCEJIOK. A Jake eciii Obl M HeT — Kakoi cMbici. OH 1 He ciymai. Bee HeoOxonumoe
ObLIO B pUBUJIAX.

Co cmpiciiom BooO1ie 010 Tyro. [laxke eciu Obl B BUape Hallach Mojie3Hast MH(popMarys, Ha
YTO OHA emy?

OH BBITIOJIHWII CBOE Tpe/IHa3HaueHue: onyunt OTKpoBeHue, cell B Kap, ctai 30panHbM. Uto
ere?

OcTaBaJioch JIMIIb KJATh.

OH gymai, 4TO Hay4dWJICs XJaTh 3a BCE TOIbl, MPoBeieHHbIe ¢ oToM. Ho Temneps, Koraa ero
JaBHee KeJlaHue UCTIONMHMIOCh, OH Oorbllie He 3HaJ, yero xoueT. [loaToMy M BbIJAN MEpBOE, YTO
MIPUIILJIO €My B TOJIOBY.

C HapOYMTHIM SHTY3MA3MOM JEBYIIKA MPOIOIKAIa YTO-TO BEIIaTh, HO CMBICI ObLT OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO yTpaueH. [IpeBpaTuBIIMCh B HEPa30OPUMBOE MOTPECKMBAHUE, €€ Peub YeM-TO HAllOMHMIIA
eMy yTpeHHHI cTpekoT. OH CIIylasl CBEpYKOB BIOJyXa, MOTPY3HUBILIKCH B CBOU MBICITH.

[TpobuBartompecs n3-3a 00IAKOB JIy4r CBETa MOMBITAIUCH BEPHYTH €T0 B peaIbHOCTh BUApa, HO
TIIETHO. MBICTIM HEBOJILHO TSHYJO Ha3al. Henb3s ckazarh, 4to OH 9TOro He IpeIBuel.

ComHeHus.

Y1pom OH ObUT yBEpeH, YTO C HUMH IMIOKOHUYEHO pa3 U HaBcera. [loroMy uTo emy Hesb3st ObUIO
COMHeBaThcs. Jlaxke B Takoi epeMeHYMBOM Belld, Kak kefanust. OcOOeHHO B TAKOH MepeMEHUNBOM
Bemmy. Beb coMHeHMe B XkeJlaHUH JIETKO MOKET CTaTh COMHEHHeM B Brioope.

OnacHocTb! — cUpeHOH B3BBUIO y Hero B rojyiose. [lonbiTka mpepBaTh MOTOK MBICIIEH HE YBEH-
yasnach ycrexoM. OH HOMBITAICSI BHOBb COCPEOTOUMTRLCS HA CIIOBAX BUPTYaJILHOTO MOMOIITHUKA, HO
Te OECTMIOMOIITHO TOHYJIM B OTJIYIIUTEILHOM CTPEKOTE.

Tpenb ¢ KaxkI0W CEKYHAON CTAHOBWJIACh BCE T'POMUYE, OCTpee, MOKa HaKOHeI] He opopMuUiIach B
TOHYAMIITYIO 3ByKOBYIO UIITy. Ta BOH3MIACh €My B MPaBblii BUCOK, CTPEMHUTEILHO MIPOHUKAs BIITyOb
yeperna. OMHOBPEMEHHO C HEH Ipyrasi Urjia — JIy4 OCJIENUTEILHO OeJIoro cBeTa — BIIJIACH B ITPABbI
r1a3. 3a JOJIM CEeKYHbI 10 TOT0, KaK MX BEKTOPBI COLIUTUCH B OHOW TOYKE, CUTHAJ OMTACHOCTH B3BBLT
elle CiIbHee, HO ObUIO TTO3IHO.

Muip, ObIBIIHIA 3BYKOM U CBETOM, BHE3AITHO CTaJl OOJIBIO.

Co3nanue Asnekca Mmorpy3uioch BO TbMY.
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I'naBa 7 OTkpoBenne. Mup 00m

Mup Gbu1 GOJIBIO.

Mup 6b1 CBETOM.

Mup 6b11 CTOBOM.

«OTKpOBEeHUE 3HAMEHYeT OO0 MOCTIeHUI KaMeHb, IOJIOKEHHBIA AJTOpUTMOM B (DyHIAMEHT
Oymy1iero 6eccMepTHsi», — pa3fiajics ToJoc.

AJexkc moreITajcs MOBEPHYTh TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY 3BYKa, HO CTOJIKHYJICS C HENpeIBUIEHHOM
npoOJIeMOI — y Hero He ObLIO TOJIOBHL. Bee ero Teno ckoBasio yKacom, MM Tak CrepBa MoKa3aioch,
MIOTOMY YTO... TeJa Toxxe He Obl10. He 6bu10 HUYero. Tosbko 0oJb.

«Ho He kaxaplil pyHIaMEHT criocoOeH BhlAEpkKaTh 3[JaHue, IPU3BAHHOE CTAaTh BMECTHJIMILEM
Caerta», — MPOIOIIKUI TOJIOC.

¥ rosoca He ObLIO UCTOUYHHMKA — OH MCXOAMJI Cpasy OTOBCIONY M HUOTKyAa. He cymecTBoBano
HM TeMOpa, HA BBICOTHI, HM MHTOHAIMY. VI He cyIecTBOBao AJleKca, CIIOCOOHOTO MX Pa3IniuTh?
EnuHCTBEHHOI IOCTYITHOM XapaKTEepUCTUKOM rooca Oblia 00Ib.

«YenoBek He ObLT pokJeH AJ1s1 BeuHocT», — HEBO3MYTHUMO, HJTH TaK XOTEJIOCh CYUTATh, ITPO-
aospkai ronoc. — «IIpokcH cusieH, Ho TIIoTh ciada ¥ IEPBOPOJHO HE TOTUTCS IS TOCTPOMKI».

Kasxoe cioBo, mpon3HeCeHHOE rojIocoM, OT3BIBATIOCh Oombio. Kaskias mbiciib Asiekca 00 3ToM
— toxe. Bech mup 6b11 60sbi0. Kazanock, 4to ¢ HUM roBoput cama 60Jb.

Bonb 6puta CioBOM.

«be3 uetkoro Bekropa, Beaymiero k Cery, KJajika pUcKyeT MOWTH BOJHOM, a TO U BOBCE pac-
CBINIAThCS B TJINY», — MTPOU3HOCS 3TH CJI0Ba, OO0JIb 3aApOXKaa.

B crenyroryio cekyHmy 60Jb pacchinanach Ha MATHAPIBI YACTHUI], Kakaast U3 KOTOPBIX 3aCBep-
Kaja CBOMM OCOOEHHBIM OTTeHKoM. Kakmas yactuiia Oblia yHUMKanbHa U HemoBTropuma. M rme-to
Cpeay HUX — OIHOM M3 HUX — ObLT caM AJjiekc. OH Toxke cHsil OOJBIO.

Bonb 6puta CeeTom.

«3a7aTh TaKOW BEKTOp — 3aja4ya 30q4ero», — rpemMesia U CBepKajia Ha Bce JiaJibl 00JIb. —
«JInmb 30q4mil cnocoOeH y3peTh U BBIPOBHATh KPUBU3HY KJIAAKH, HE AaB 3[AHUI0 PYXHYTb».

Cronyio nocyeHeMy CIIOBY MPO3BYYaTh, KaK BCE YaCTHIIBI OOIM coOpavch B equHyio boib,
BCIIBIXHYB 0COOEHHO sipKo. [lociie 4ero cBeT cTas racHyTh.

Bwmecre ¢ Hum noracna u 60ib.
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I'naBa 8 UcnbiTanune Bepbl

Anexkc oOHapy k1T ceOs JIeKaIlM B KPOMEIITHOM TeMHOoTe. ['010BY OyTO CIaBMIIO N3BHE HEBH-
AMMBIM 00pyueM. B ymmax 4ro-To TMXO MOTPEecKHBaso, a BO PTY OLIYLIAJICs COJIEHO-METaJUTMIECKUI
NPUBKYC KpoBU. Bekn Obutn 11oTHO cxatel. OOpa3 UIJIbI CBETa BCE €llIe CTOsUI Mepe]l MbICJIEHHBIM
B30pOM, OT3BIBASICh B IIPABOM IJ1a3y OOJIE3HEHHO! MyJIbCalUei.

Koraa oH HakoHel] permics OTKpbITh Mla3a, AJIeKe 0OHapyKuJI repe]] cOOOH TYCKJIOe CHsTHUE.
OHO 110 OTKYJa-TO CBEpXY. BHUMAaTeNbHO NMPUIIANEBIINCH K UCTOYHHUKY TOTO CBETA, OH LIYMHO
BBIJIOXHY/I. DTO ObLIO BCETO JIMIIIb MEpPIAHKE CISIIEro BUapa.

OH cTsiHy1 00pyY C ToJIoBEL. TOT HEYKJIIOKE IpoexaJl 10 JIMITY, CMAXHYB CO JI0A Karid XOJI0/-
Horo rota. [Tor nokpeiBan u octasibHoe Teno. Ero Tpscio. Cepaiie OM10Ch Tak, CIOBHO XOTEJO BBICKO-
yuTh. [ pyapb B3IbIMAIIACh U OITyCKaJIach B OMBITKE YePKaTh CEPALIE BHYTPH, 3aTOPMO3UTH €ro Oellie-
Hell Oer. Bnox-sernox. Brox—Beranox. Baox—BsbeLIox.

B ronose kpyrunmck 06passl u3 HepaBHero OTkpoBeHus. Ero cMbici ObUT IpeaenbHO sICEH:
OHO roToBwIO ero K lukiy. 3oqunit — npenogasarens puaocopun ymupanus — xjan. Kpan
BO3MOKHOCTH HAIpaBUTh €r0, yKa3aTb eMy BEepHBbIH MmyThb. [1yTh K mpaBuiibHOMY BhIOOpY. 311ech He
0 4eM ObLJIO U TyMaTb.

Anexca rmyrano pyroe — 00sb. JJIMBILIAsACS TO JIM MUT, TO JI1 BEUHOCTh, OHA PaCTBOPUJIACh O3
ciena. [Ipyctyn MUrpeHr HacTUT €ro IpsAMO BO BpEMs UCIIOJIb30BaHU:A Buapa. [IoAaBUBIINCH TPSAMO
nepen ouepesHbIM OTKpOBeHHEM, 00JIb KAK-TO CTalla €ro YacThlo.

bbuto mm tak 3amymMaHo? — OH CyJOPOXHO CIVIOTHYJ COJIOHOBAaTylo ciiioHy. — Mm oH Bce
ucnopTui?

Cepaue, ensa yCIIOKOMBILNCH, CHOBA HA4aJI0 BOBCIO KOJIOTUTS. [lepes rmaszamMu Momsibui TeM-
Hble msTHa. OHU HanoMHUHaIH 6echOpPMEHHbIE YepHbIE KIISKCHI U3 TIepBoro OTKPOBEHHSI.

Anekc He 3Has orBeTta. Ho 3Has TOro, KTo 3Has OTBET. 300YMMA. DTa MBICIb €I0 YCIIOKOWIIA.
OcraBasioch JIilIb K JaTh, IOKa Kap MPUBE3ET €0 K Hy)KHOMY MECTY.

Knare.

On nocmotpen HaBepx. Tam, Ha OOKOBOH CTEHKE TOJ] CaMbIM TTOTOJIKOM KariCyJibl, pacrosara-
JIach CMOTpOBas 1esb. Ha3BaTb ee OKHOM A3BIK HE TOBOPAYMBAJICS: Y3Kasl II0JIOCA U3 TEMHOI'O CTEKJIA
SIBHO ObLTa JEKOPATMBHOM M HE Tpefrosaraia mogoOHOro MCIoIb30BaHUs. AJIEKC BCe ke TPHIIOf-
HSUJICS U TIOMBITAJICA B Hee 3aIsIHYTh. CKBO3b CTEKJIO PACIUIBIBYATO MEJIbKATIA TEMHBIE TEHU.

OH c 0OpeYeHHBIM B3/I0XOM PYXHYJI 0OpaTHO Ha MOAYLIKY. [ 0/10Ba INIyX0 CTyKHYJIach 000 YTO-
TO TBEPIOE.

— Al1! — BCKpUKHYJ AJIEKC M HE IV OTIIBBIPHYJI HECUACTHBIM MpeaMeT. Buap, KoTopsiil
elre COBCEM HEIaBHO BBI3HIBAJI B HEM OJIarOroBeHHe, yIajl B HOTH C KaJTOOHBIM IIACTUKOBBIM CKpH-
oM. Tor ero pazouaposai.

Anexc notep 3aTblIOK pyKoil. OT yaapa B rojIoBy CHOBa BEpHYJIach 00J1b. M, 4TO Xyke — MBICIH
00 OTKpOBEHHUH.

Borb, ucripiTaHHas BO BpeMsl Hero, Oblia HeBbiHOCUMOM. HeBunannou. HecpixanHoii. HeOwI-
BaJION.

PasHuia Mexay «3HaTb» U «IIEPEKUTh» — BAPYT BCIUIBUIA MBICJIH, KPYTHBILIHECS B TOJIOBE 110
IIyTH Ha OcTaHOBKY. CumysAnmu X-MoJa cO34aBajIich Ha OCHOBE NEPEKUTOrO onbiTa. OTKpOBEHNE
JIMIIIb CBSI3BIBAJIO MEX/Ly COOOM €ro COOCTBEHHBIE 3HAHUS U OIIBIT.

Bonb. OH Korna-To Jo/KeH ObLT e UCTIBITHIBATb.

Ho kak oH Hu crapascs, AJIeKC HE MOI' BCIIOMHUTb HUYETO XOTb OTJAJIEHHO Noxoxero. Ot
MecTa yAapa BHU3 110 I11ee MoOeKail My palliKy.
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Bo3mokHOCTh cO0s1 B OTKpOBEHUHM TO-TIpekHEMY Tyraia ero. Ho mbicib o Tom, uto Bonb
MorJia ObITh MM KOT/Ia-TO MepeKUTa, CTpalniia ropa3ao cuibHee. Belb B TAKOM cilydae ee nmpuieTcs
MIepEeKUTH elle He pas.

Ecnmu ObITh TOYHBIM, OECKOHEYHOE YKCIIO pa3, — C OKeCTOUeHHeM ToryMal AJieKc.

Kaxnpii. [ukn. Becemeprus. Byner. Hectu. B ce6e. Ee. Cren.

COBHO MOJIOTOM, OH BKOJIauMBaJsl B ceOsl CJIOBO 3a CJIOBOM. M Kakablil yaap 3acTaBIisil €ro
TEJIO COAPOTaThCsl.

Bripouem, ’ecTOKOCT I11J1a eMy Ha MOJIb3y — CTPax MOTUXOHbKY Havyasl OTCTynaTh. bosb oTcTy-
najia BMecte ¢ HuM. [logyika MsArko oOHsiIa €ro roJioBy, ¥ BOT OT OOJIM OCTAJIOCh JIMIIb IPUSATHOE
MOKaJIbIBaHKe. AJIEKC MTPUKPBUI IJ1a3a, jkeJlast MPOUTUTh Hery. Terio pa3nuioch Mo Teny, CAENaB ero
JICHUBBIM U MATKUM.

A Bapyr eme ogHO? — IEJNKHYIO BHYTpH Hero. OH pe3Ko pacnaxHyI riia3a U MOACKOYMI C
nocrenu. Ceparie yxe B KOTOPBIA pa3 3a ceropHs myctuioch B 6er. Cnarb Obuto Henb3si. K ouepen-
HOMYy OTKpPOBEHHIO OH OBbLIT HE TOTOB.

Henonro mymasi, Anekc nogHsICcs U Bbljie3 U3 HUIIM. KpoCcCOBKM Ha HOTH, CYMKY Ha TJIeU0 —
cOOpbI HE 3aHSTM MHOTO BpeMeHH. OH pelMTebHO IBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY BBIXO/Ia — TOIOXKET TaM.
Llenee 6yner. YTo-TO My MOJACKa3bIBAJIO, YTO KJIATh OCTABAJIOCh HEAOTO.

Kak 00bIYHO, OH OKa3aJjcs Mpa..

Crowio eMy 3aHSTh MECTO TEpej BBIXOIOM, KaK Kap Hayasl cOaBisTh CKOpPOCTh. OT 3TOrO
ceptie B rpyau 3a01iI0ch eie cuiibHee. OJHaKo Ternepb B ero OMeHUH CIBIIIAIOCh PAJOCTHOE Mpe-
YyBCTBHUE. AJIEKC HEITPOM3BOJILHO MOMPABIII CYMKY Ha I1JIede M C/ieJlall KOPOTKHIA IIIar BIIEpe.

Vike uepe3 MUHYTY Kap 3amep. [Bepb ¢ TUXUM IIHMIIEHHEM OTheXajla B CTOPOHY, OO/IaB €ro
BOJIHOM CBEKEro Bo3Ayxa. B mpoeme mokaszasiach 3HakOMasi OCTAHOBKa. AJieKca 9TO HE CMYTHJIO —
BCE OHM OBUTM Ha OJHO JIMIIO. Jlaxe Tulakar ¢ HalpaBJIeHHBIM B €ro cTopoHy nepcrom [Ipokcu pac-
ToJIarascs Tam e, MPUBBIYHO B3bIBASI:

«Beunocts — TBO¥ Bp1OOD!»

B TOuKy, — C JIerkoit yXMbUIKOW NOATBEPAUII OH, CIICKasCh IO CTyNEHbKAM U3 CaJIOHA.

Crouso o6enm ero Horam oKa3aThCsi Ha TBepAOM acdasbTe, Kak JIBEPhb 3a CIIMHOM CHOBA 3alll-
riesia, 3aKpbiBasicb. HaOpaB Bo3yxa B rpyap, Ajieke pa3BepHyJics. Ero JaioHb ¢ TpyCTHOM pelImMo-
CTBIO OITYCTUJIACh HAa MPOXJIAJHBIN maakuid Ook. [Tpuria mopa mpomiarsces.

Kap B uepHO-06esioM 00a4eHur UCTIOTHUI CBOIO MECCHIO U TeTieph J0JKEH ObLT MCUE3HYTh B
3aKaTe — Kak ¥ MOoJIarajioch reposiM. AJieKCy Toxke rmopa OblIo B IyTb. 31€Ch UX IMyTH JOJKHBI ObLITH
Pa3oOUTUCH.

Ero orpaxeHnue B TEeMHOM CTEKJIe TIeYaJIbHO YIIBIOHYI0Ch. Kazaoch, kap yneioascs emy B OTBET.

Harocnenok motpemnas ero mo naHenu, AJIeKC TPWIOKUIT PYKy K TPyOM U Clerka CKJIOHUT
rOJIOBY B IIPOIIAJIbHOM skecte. [Toe3aka Beanach HEMPOCTOM, HO OH BCe-Taku ObUT eMy OarojiapeH.

Kap mouemy-to He npurascs. [To 16y Asekca nmpoOeskaia CKJIaJKa, OHAKO TYT JKe PacipsMu-
Jack. 3HAYUT, HA TO BOJISI AJITOPUTMA.

OH noynoOHee 3aKMHYJI CYMKY Ha I1JIe40, 00OIIIe]T OCTAaHOBKY U 0OMep.

Ha Hero cmotperno yxkacHoe cepo-3e1eHO-KOPUYHEBOE UyaUILE. AJIEKC HEBOJIBHO OTILATHYJICS
Hazal. [Tokaunyincs. Mima onopsl, pyka CHOBa OITyCTHJIACh HA MPOXJIaHOE Teso Kapa. He orpbiBas
PYKH, OH OBICTPBIM IIAroM OOOIIIe ero BOKPYT U CHOBA 3aCThUI Ha MecTe. MeTHyJIcs Ha3al K OcTa-
HOBKe. [ 71a3a ¥ pykH LETIKO BIMJIUCH B IOBEPXHOCTh CKAMENKU — HETY.

AJnekc 0OMSIK U PyXHYJI Ha Hee.

— Cnaga [Tpokcu, — BBIIOXHYJI OH ¢ oOsieryeHreM. 3HaKOMOH HAJIMCH Ha Hell He 0Ka3aJioCh.
He noma.

Ho yxe B crepytonmii Mur odnerdyeHre CMEHIIOCh OTYasiHueM. PacTtyrye noBcioqy Tpasa u
KyCTapHUKU. BujHeomumecss Ha HUIMU KpBIIIA OJHOITAXHBIX JOMOB. IloTpeckaBimiicss acgainbT.
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['psi3b M 1meOeHb MPOCETOYHBIX JOPOTr, KOTOpble K Hemy Beslu. CKBO3b THXHIA TyJl paOOTaIoIIero
MOTOpa OH Teepb OTUETIIMBO CJIBIIIAT CTPEKOT CBEPUYKOB. Takoro oH He MOT TIPEJICTABUTh ce0e 1axe
B cambIx Tukux (panrtasusx. [Tocenok. He ero, HO Bce ke MOCEIOK.

HeoOpaTHBIN Meranosnuc, HeBUAaHHbIE TEXHOJIOTHH, MHOTOTBICSTYHAST TOJMA JTIOAeN — AJeKC
OBbLJI TOTOB KO MHOTOMY, HO He K 3ToMy. B ropiie komom 3actpsii Borpoc. [Touemy? IMoyemy oH cHOBa
B Iocesike?

OH 3aTpsc ronoBoy, NbITasACh MPOrHATh YBUIEHHOE U3 MbIC/Iel. BOKOBbIM 3peHreM OH pa3iu-
ywit purypy [Ipokcu. ToT npoposkan yka3siBaTh Ha HETO.

«Beunocts — TBO¥ Bp1OOD!»

CnoBa Ha TTaKkare rokas3ajrch KeCTOKOM HacMelkor. Heyxen oH 0OpeyeH HaBEYHO OCTaThCs
B 1oceske?

Her. Ha rnazax BbicTyniu 37bie cie3bl. OH OTKa3bIBAJICS ¢ STUM MUPHUTBHCS. AJIEKC BCKOUMII
CO CKaMeWKH, CKMMasi pyKU B KyJakd. DTO Kakasg-To omuOKa. AIropuT™ rpusen ero e tyga. Ox
ceiyac csAeT B Kap, M TOT OTBE3ET €ro, KyJa eMy HaJo.

AJleKkc peruTebHBIM IIaroM HarpaBuiICcs K Kapy. PaHblnie oH Obl He TOCMeN TPOHYTh ITyOJTiY-
HbII1 Kap. Ho ceifuac — oH 3a cebs1 He pyvaics.

Tot cam BUHOBAT, YTO HE yeXall.

OH BApyr BCTa, KaK BKOTIAHHBIA. B MaMsaTH BCILIBLUIM €ro COOCTBEHHbIE CIIOBA.

Ha Bce Bonst Asropurma.

Kap ne yexai.

OH cros11 30€Ch, y OCTAHOBKM, M 4Yero-To xjaai. Yto, eciu 310 nposepka? VcnbitaHue Bepsl
st I30paHHBIX. DTa MBIC/Ib MOKa3aiach eMy pasymHoi. Ho ecm 310 Obula TpoBepKa, Kak emMy ee
npoutu?

OH He 3Ha

Anekc monpo6oBai pazHoe. [TooxuTh pyky Ha aBepb Kapa. [IpukazaTb eMy OTKPHITh 1BEPb.
[TonpocuTk ero OTKPHITH ABEPb. YMOJISATH €r0 OTKPBITH 1Beph. Hiuero ve cpadotano. [IBepb octaBa-
J1aCh HETNOJIBUKHOU.

— Yro 3a mypatikoe ucrbitanue? — OH OECCHITBHO YAAPUIT KYJIAKOM I10 IBEpH. AJITOPUTM Kapa
HaBepHSKA COOOIIUT 00 3TOM OTILY, HO eMy ObUIO BCe PABHO.

Bapyr u3 kapa JoHeca0Ch 3HaKOMO€ LIUIIEHHE.

Hey:xenu Bce-Taku nonyuminochk? — OH HEIOBEPYMBO CMOTPEI Ha TO, KaK JBEPb MOTUXOHBKY
oTbe3kasna B cropoHy. Ho yxe B creaymolyio ceKyHay ero JiMio npocsemieno. To am usz-3a uumo-
MUHAIIIY, TO JIK U3-32 YJIBIOKU.

— Yes! — AJieKkc TOp;KeCTBYIOIIEe BCKMHYJI PyKY BBepX. M KTO mocie 3Toro ckaxer, 4Tto Hacu-
Jie — He OTBeT?

BricTpo yTepeB ciesbl pykoil, OH yke HamepeBaJICsl IIAarHyTh BHYTPb, KaK BAPYT U3 MOTOKA
CBETa BBICTYIIWJIA TEHb.

AJekc 3amep ¥ OIIEeJIOMJICHHO YCTaBUIICS Tiepelt coOoi. TeMHbIN CHITyST eMy KOro-TO HalloMU-
HaJl.

OH OBLJT TTOXOX HA. ..
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I'maBa 9 Konusa

[Mpokcu, — yxe noutu npousnec Anekc. Her. Koneuno, 3to 6bu1 He [1epBbiii GeccMepTHBI.

TeMHBIN CHITYST B TIpoeMe NMPUHSUT OYepTaHusl JeBYIIKU. Y Hee OblIo XxMypoe ymio. Pacrtpe-
NIAHHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, CIIAJAOIIMe JO CepeJuHbl 1eu. TeMHo-cepasi, Ha HECKOJBKO Pa3MepOB
OoJbile, YeM HY)XHO, (pyTOOJIKA Jiesiajia ee COBCeM MUHHMATIOPHOM. VI3-1of] INTMHHON TEeMHOMW 100KH
BBIIISIIBIBAIIN M3SIIHBIE IUKOJIOTKU. YepHble KpPOCCOBKM Ha OOCYI0 HOT'Y 3aBepLIaiv 00pas.

Ona morz1a Obl coiTH 3a ero kormio. Ecim, koHeuHo, He OpaTh B pacyeT ee poCT M CBUCAIOIINE
C IlIeM MACCHBHbIE HayIIHUKU. Ee pyka KOCHy/nach 4epHOro KOpIlyca HayIIHUKOB U HA HEM TYT ke
3aropesnack Oenas X. Bolrsazeno. .. KpyTo.

Paccmotpets ce0s Kak cremyer konusi eMy He aana. OHa JIETKO M HeNPUHYKAEHHO cOexaia 1mo
CTYIEHSIM BHU3 U CHPBITHYJa Ha acaybT. OKa3aBIIMCh HA TOM CaMOM MECTE, Ile COBCEM HEJABHO
ObL11 OH.

Heyxenu kap ka1 ee? — MbIC/Ib BCIIBIXHYJIA U 110TAcIa, HE YCIIEB Pa3BEPHYThCA.

Muip BHe3arHo npuuien B ABuxkeHue. Tuxoe xKyxkaHUe JBUraTessi CMEHUIOCh TYJIKUM PEBOM.
JIBepb XapaKTepHO 3allluIena U Hayajia 3aKpbIBaThcs. AJIEKC TOKE OYHYIICS U3 OLIETIEHEHUs U PE3BO
nocrientn BHyTpb. OH monbiTancs 00OTHYTh JEBYIIKY, HO. ..

BckuHyTas pyka nouTH ynepiach eMy B Ipy/b, OT/IEJIUB €r0 OT 3aBETHOTO BXOJa. AJIEKC OTILAaT-
HYJICSI Ha3aJ ¥ HEIOYMEHHO YCTaBWIICS Ha CBOIO Kormio. Kazanock, ee pyka Obliia CIMIIIKOM OJTM3KO
U 3alluTa JokHa Oblia cpadotats. Ho He cpaboraia.

3HauuT, Ha TO ObLJIa BOJISI AJITOPUTMA.

C myXxuM IIeaYKkoM ABeph Kapa 3aXJIOMHY/1ach. AJIEKC pacTepsiHHO HaOMo#at 3a TeM, Kak
YyepHO-0es1asi MaxuHa yjaansercs oT octaHoBKM. CyMKa CHoJ3/a ¢ ero Iuleda U yrnajia Ha acgalbT.
Bricoxime r1a3za BHOBb HAIOJIHWIKCH CIIE3AMU.

— Cobmonait AucTaHImIo, — 0e3pa3InIHO OPOCHIIa ero KONUs U, pa3BepHYBIIHCh, IBUHY/IACH
¢ ocTaHOBKU. Ee JIMI0 He BbIpaxkaso HU COXaJIeHUs1, HU Jjae 3aMETHOro HeJJOBOIbCTBA. OHa OTMax-
HYyJIaCh OT HETO TaK ke OyIHUYHO, KaK OTMaXUBAIOTCS OT MYXH.

OH nepesen B3MIAA Ha MyOnMuHbi Kap. ToT yxke HaOpan CKOpOCTh M Tereph MHAJ Ha BCeX
napax, YHOCsI C COOOM Ha/iek Ly AJleKca CBaIUTh OTCIOIA.

OH cHOBa MOCMOTpEJT Ha CBOIO KOIMHUIO.

ITpuurHa ero Heygaum OblIa MpsAMo nepe HuM. Ero ri1a3a oracHo Cy3uinck. 9To He IPOU3BEIIo
HHMKaKoro 3¢ ekra — CruHa JEeBYIIKU ocTajach Oe3ydacTHor. OOOrHYB OCTaHOBKY, Ta JIEJIOBUTO
HaIlpaBUWJIach B CTOPOHY OJIHOM U3 MPOCEIOYHbIX JOPOT.

— i1 To1! — okymKHYN oH Konvio, HO Ta 1axe He oOepHyaach. — B HaynHuKax!

Komus ocraHoBmiachk M, cierka MoBepHYB I'OJIOBY, HEIOBOJIBHO MOCMOTpea Ha HEro yepes
TUIEYO.

— Yero? — npou3Hecia OHa Ha BbIJOXE.

— Tol He xouelllb U3BMHUTHCA?! — He BblIEpXKaB, AJIEKC Iepeles Ha KpUk. B ero romoce
3BeHea 00MIa.

— I, — oHa BelIycTHIIa BO3YX CKBO3b CKaTble I'yObl. CIOBHO el OBbUIO jKaJIKO TPaTUTh Ha
Hero cioBa. He tepss Hu cexkynapl, Konus npogoskuia myTh.

Koportbiiika, — npormnes oH npo cedst. — Dit! — ouepe1HOl OKJIMK ocTajics 0e3 BHUMAHMUS.

AJiekc He TIpeJICTaBIIsLI, YTO JIeJIaTh B IIOAOOHBIX CUTYallUsX, a BpeMEHH Ha pa3ayMbsi He ObLIO.
[lonxBaTuB CyMKy € 3eMJIM M 3aKMHYB €€ Ha IUIeYo, OH mocremw 3a Heid. Konus sBHO Kyaa-To
TOPOIIJIACh, HO Pa3HMIIA B POCTE He TIO3BOJIMIIA €/ OTOPBATHCSI — PACCTOSTHHUE MEKLy HUMHU OBICTPO
COKpalIaIoCh.
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Korma ux pasgensna Bcero mapa merpoB, Komusi pesko pa3BepHyjlach M cAefaja Iuar
HaBCTpeuy. AJIeKC, He JKIABIIUIA TAKOTO TIOBOPOTA, OTIIATHYJICS.

Pe3ko BITSIHYTasi BBEpPX pyKa MPAaKTHUECKH YIepiach yKa3aTeIbHbIM MajbleM B ero rmogdopo-
A0K. OTTOIBIPEHHBIN MO/ JEBSTHOCTO T'PaycOB OOJBIION Maiel] IpuIaBal €l CXOICTBO C MUCTOJIe-
TOM, JIefasi KeCT ellle OoJiee YrpoKaloIuM. 3alluTa BHOBb O€3MOIBCTBOBAIA. 3HAUUT, OMACHOCTH
He ObLIO.

OpnHako 3aKOJNOTHBILEECS B TPyAM cepiie ObUIo C 3TMM SIBHO He coracHo. [logmaBimich
MOMEHTY, AJIEKC HEBOJIbHO MOAHSIT PYKH BBEPX.

— TlpobGnem xouemib? — CKBO3b 3yObl Mpoliequa AeByiika. Ee mmpokue depHsle OpoBU
COIITMCh Ha IEPEHOCHULIE, A I71a3a CY3UJIUCh.

Vk yero-uero, a mpodsiemM AJiekc TOYHO He XoTes1. Ho momxoasmmx cjioB, YTOObl BHIPa3UTh 3TO,
y HEro He HAIUIOCh, TOTOMY OH MPOCTO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM.

B teuenue Heckonbkux cekyHn Korust mpopomkaina ceepiuth ero B3risinoM. [oce yero men-
JIEHHO — OH BHUMATEJIbHO CJIE/INIT 3a YAAISIOIMMCS NalIbLEM — OTBeJa PyKy Ha3al.

— Bamc! — Bapyr BeImanamiia oHa, pe3Ko AEPHYB KHUCTBIO, CJIOBHO CTpEJisisi U3 CBOETO UMITPO-
BU3MPOBAHHOTO THCTOJIETA.

Anexc onenmit. OH CTOsUT, IEPEMHUHASICH C HOTY Ha HOTY Y UCTIBITBIBASI CTPAHHYIO CMECh OOHIbI
u Boctopra. Konust oqapuia ero cBepKaolnei yiabp0Koi — BUAUMO, SMOILIMH OTPa3HIIUCh Ha €r0 JIUIIE.

SIBHO TOBOJIbHAS COOOM, OHA CMEpHJIA €r0 HAIOCJIEIOK B3IISI0M M TIOCTIEITIIIA B TIPEKHEM —
OJIHOM €l BeJOMOM — HaIlpaBJICHUHU.

AJIeKC TPOIOIIKII CTOATH HA MECTE, PACTEPSIHHO IJIsIIs B yAASIOMEcs IeBYIIKe.

UYro 310 OBLTO?

B kakoit MOMEHT Bce TMOILIO He Tak?

Bce ke Tak XOpOIII0 HAUMHATIOCH. Y TpeHHUE COOPBI, MYTh 10 OCTAHOBKH, ITyOJIMYHBIN Kap, MpU-
HaJyIekanmi emy ogHoMmy. [ourwu. ..

Ona Obuta TaM, — BIpPYT oco3Han Anekc. Komusi. B 3akpbIToil Karicysie, KOTOpYIO OH MOCYUTAT
ciioMaHHo#. [Tponenaa Bech 3TOT MyTh C HUM U BbIIILIA B 9TOM I[IyXOM TOCesKe. 3auem?

AJTOpUTM NpUBEI €€ CI0fia, — Cpas3y ke POAUJICS OTBET.

BHyTpH BHOBB pasropesicsi cnaOblil OrOHEK HaJekIbl. B3ryisa BIWICs B yKe YCIEBIIYIO CTaTh
KporieyHou ¢purypy Brami. Operas B Takylo ke TEMHYIO OJeK]1y, KaK M y Hero, oHa 00fIpo Iia. ..

...B OJIHOU €il BEJIOMOM HalpaBJIeHUH, — YAMUBJIEHHO MpollenTtan oH. BHe3anHo Bce BCcTano
Ha CBOM MeCTa.

— I'ne nmpoxogut LMK1? — KpUKHYJ OH, 4TO ecTh MOuU. Kpuk pa3Heccs 3XxoM cpeu rnpoce-
JIOUHBIX Jopor U cTux. CeKyHpI TSHY/IUCh, HO OTBeTa He Obl10. He ckasarhb, 4To ero 3To yauBuiao —
JeBYIIKa He BHITTIsAAETa 0c000 OT3pIBUMBOM. Hy, monbITaThCs BCE paBHO CTOMJIO.

— 3HauuT, nepexoauM K miany b, — tuxo npodopmotan Asekc. Hukakoro miana b y Hero,
KOHEYHO, He Obuto. Ho craBaThest Tak MPOCTO OH HE COOMpaIcs.

Brpyr kpaem ra3a oH 3aMeTHI1 BIaJIeKe pe3Koe JBvkeHue. Komusi BCKUHY/a pyKy BBEpX U,
Ka3aJI0Ch, KyAa-TO yKa3bIBajia. AJIEKC MOCTIEIIII POCISUTh HApaBJieH!e B3JISIIOM U €/1Ba YCIed.
B criepyommii MUr oHa IOBepHYJIa 3a YroJj U Mmporaja u3 BUy.

— Cnacu6o! — 3ano3fano Opocui OH el BIOTOHKY. Peakiuu, KOHEYHO ke, He MOCIeI0BAIIO.
Anexc 3agymancs. Ocobsix mpuunH noBepsATh Kommu y Hero He Obi10. Ho ¢ apyroii ctopoHbl —
3a4yeM eyl BpaTh?

[NonzneBarbCsi? — MBICTIEHHO OTBETHII OH caM cede. M TyT ke OTpuIaTesIbHO TTOMOTAJ FOJIOBOM.
Jns takoro Konmst kazanack cimiiikom npoctoit. [TpocroBaroi, aa, MpocTOBaTOM.

B mo6om citydae, yem He 1iad B?

AJieKc OKMHYJT B3IJISIIOM YXOZSIIYIO BAAJIb IPOCENIOUHYI0 1opory. [TokpbITas OMTHIM KpacHbIM
KMPIIMYOM, Ta BHIIJIsAAeNa 3ioBeite. OH cienan riyOOKUi BIOX, PElasich.

— Hy, 3Hauur, Tyna.
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U nepecrymun yepe3 6opmaiop.

ConHeuHblil Kpyr MEJIEHHO MOJ3 Ha 3amajl. AJIeKC, Cllelysl YKa3aHUIO JEBUYbEW PYKH, LIes
3a cBeTWJIOM. UepHasi TeHb, BHIpACTAIOIIAsl U3 €ro HOT, MOJIYa TJIeIach 32 HUM. 3a TeHbIO He ObLIO
HUKOTO.

CKOJIBKO OH YK€ 1eJT TaK?

Ecnu Beputh HOWIIEH TsIKECTH B HOrax — J10ro. Ho Ajiekc He 3HaJl, CTOWJIO JIU €il JOBEPSITh.
B camom Havase myTu KMpnuyu ObUIM MOYTH LIEJBIMH: UATH MO0 HAM OBUIO KyJa CJIOKHEe, YeM I10
MEJIKOM KMPIMYHOM KPOIIIKe, KOTOpasi XpycTelia Moji Horamu ceidac. Bo3aMokHO, 1e/10 ObLIO B STOM.

OH ocraHOBWIICS, J1aBasi HOraM MepebIIKY, U OIIsIeNcs o ctopoHaM. Bece BOokpyr nectpeno
KpacHeIM. Kuprinunas nopora, KOTopas, XOTeJI0Ch BEpUTh, IIpuBeAeT ero Ha L{ukir. Pxxa Ha mokocus-
mmxcst 3a00pax, HaJ KOTOPHIMH CTBIIJIMBO BBHIIJISABIBAIN KPBIIIA OHOITAXHBIX MOCTpoek. Okpa-
CHBIIIHECS K OCEHH JIMCThsI OANYABIIMX canoB. Hebo moka ere aepkanoch, HO U OHO CKOPO JOJIKHO
ObLJIO MOKPACHETb.

HagepHoe, MOXHO OBUIO OIIEHUThH MPOMJEHHOE UM PACCTOSIHUE IO COJHILY, COOOpa3uj OH.
AJleKkc BHUMATEbHO MPUIJISAEINCS K TEHSM, CTETIONIMMCS BJIOJb 3a00pOB.

Hagepnoe.

Te ObuM COBepIIEHHO HeNmonBMKHBL. Kazanock, KTO-TO MPOCTO pasiui MO AOpore TEMHYIO
Kpacky. Bapyr ot Gnukaiiiieit TeH! OTAeIMIach KPOIIeUHas YacTh M IIPOHECIACh MPSIMO Miepe]] HUM,
elBa Kacasich 3eMJIM. B mapy MpbDKKOB OKa3aBIIKCh y JIepeBa, KOIIKa MPOJO/IKUIA Oer yxke BepTH-
KaJIbHO — I10Ka HAaKOHEI] HE pacTBOPUJIaCh B TEHU KPOHBI.

He moxosxe, 4To0sl y Hee ObLT X03siH. Kak 1 y Bcero BOKpyT.

3HaKkoMasi KapTUHAa.

AJleKkc MeJJIEHHO JIBUHYJICS 1aJIbllIe.

Eie Buepa oH 11es1 BJOJIb TAKMX ke JOMOB Yy ce0s1 — AJIeKC XMBIKHYJI — Y OTIIa B MOCEJIKE.
Cazsich B Kap, OH HaJIeslJICs, UTO MPOILIOoe OCTaHeTcs B pouioM. OH HEBOJIBHO OIVISIHYJICS Ha3al.
TeMHast TeHb HEOTCTYITHO CJIe[0Bajia 32 HUM IO TsATaM. Eciu 3a0bITh 000 BCEM CITy4MBIIEMCS
CETO/IHSI, JIETKO OBUIO MPECTaBUTh, OYITO OH HUKYJA U HE Ye3Kall.

AJIeKC MpaYHO YXMBUTBbHYJICS — Takoe 3a0y/elb.

HenpepbiBHasi BepeHHIIa 00pa30B BBHICTPOWJIACH SIPKMMH TSITHAMH T€pejl BHYTPEHHUM B30-
poM. OHa otzensia cerofHs OT BYepa HEeMpeoJoIUMMbIM paccTosiHeM. MIMeHeM 3ToMy paccTOsSIHUIO
OBbLIO. ...

Mpicnb cioTkHysMach. OH coOupasicsi TpOAOKUTh: «OTKpOBEHHE», — HO BAPYT TOHSUI, YTO
1eso ObLIO He TOJILKO B HeM. BhUTo i BOOOIIIE y MPOIeIaHHOTO UM TTYTH UMSI?

[TorpyxeHHblli B CBOM MBICJIHM, OH U HE 3aMETWJI, KaK JOUIEN /10 OYEpPEeIHOro NEepeKpecTKa.
Jlopora U3 KpacHOTo KMpIn4a 0OpbIBaIach, ymupasich B acanbroBoe 1noinotHo. He 6e3 siM, KOHEYHO:
3aChIIIAHHBIE KUPITUYHON KPOILIKOW, OHU aJIeJIU, CJIOBHO CTapble PaHBbl.

Barsaa ckonb3HYN Aajblie U 3aCTbUl, IPUKOBAHHBIN K 3JaHUI0 HA APYroil CTOPOHE JOPOIU.
Koraa-to Tam Ob11 Mara3un wim kage. Tenepb 31aHne TOHYJI0 BO Mpake. Haanuck Ha BBITIBETINEH
BbIBECKe — «PyOnH» — eqBa unTasach. 3ejeHas Kpacka Ha CTeHaX MOTYCKHeNla U MecTaMH O0JTy-
MWIach. 3a NbUIBHBIMU OKHAMU YEpHEJIa MyCcToTa.

Jlaxe COJNHIE OTBEpHYJIOCh OT HETO — TEeHb OT 3/1aHMs yXke pacnonsaiach 1o gopore. Tem
cTpaHHee ObLJIO BUZIETD Y IBEPYU KUBOM, CHSIONIMI HEOHOM BEHAWHTOBBIH anmapar. YBUIEHHOE ObLIO
HACTOJIbKO HEBEPOSATHBIM, UTO AJIEKC YIIMIHYJI ceOs 32 MOUKY yXa.

— Al

Butprna aBromara mpojosiKaia CBETUThCS B TEMHOTE. Psijibl CHEKOB OecCThIke MaHMIIU CBO-
VMU TJISTHIEBBIMU (popMamu.

CHuzy pa3ganoch SIpOCTHOE yp4yaHUE — TOJIO0[, MOJYABIIMI C CaMOro YyTpa, HACTOMYMBO
3asiBUJI O cede. U, He MoKuAasCh OTBETa, TYT Xke B3opBaIcs 00bi0. Ee Menkie OCKONIKY paseTesuch
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10 BCEMY KUBOTY. AJIEKC CJIOKUIICA ToroJiam, ocefas Ha acganbT. Prok3ak ynan psaom. [1peonorne-
Basi CyIOpOr'y, OH JJOCTaJI TOYATHIH MAKET C KPEeKepaMHy M BBICHITIAT OCTaTKH ceOe B poT. Bo pry Obu10
IMMPpAHO U CyXO. He cuurasa Mapsl INIOTKOB BOABI U3-TIOJ] KpaHa YTPOM, Anekc CEerogHAa HU4YEero He ImuJl.
C Tex nop Kak Kap IpuBe3 €ro Clojia, HU OJJHOI KOJIOHKH €My He BCTPETHIIOCh.

HoBblil B3pbIB O0NM CITyYHyICsS paHbIlle, YeM OH YCIIeN MpoXeBaTh Kpekephl. [omon Obut 6e3-
kanocteH. OH MBICJIEHHO B3MOJIMJICS O TPOIIEHUH, HArTaXuBasi ;KUBOT CBOOOIHOM pykoi. CiioHa
3aro3/1aJ10, HO Bce ke nosiBuiack. Hacnex Bce mpoxkeBaB, AJIEKC OTIPABUJI MTUITIEBOM KOMOK B KeJly-
JOK U 3aMep.

CekyHJpl TAHYIUCh, HO HOBOTO B3pbIBa HE MocjenoBaio. IlepBas BojHa rosojga OTCTyINWIIA.
Iloka.

Adtekc 3HaJ, 9T0 O0JIL CKOPO BepHeTcsA. Ero mpUHIMNMATIBHOCT B OTHOIIICHUN OTIIOBCKOM €/1blI
uMmesna cBoi 1ieHy. OH nogHs B3misA. Tam, Ha TEMHOM CTOPOHE YJIMIIbI, MO-TIIPEKHEMY CBETHIICS
aBromMar. B Hem ObLia efa.

B pyke xpycTHyna mycras mayka KpeKepos.

— IleyeHpku. .. — roJ0C 3By4asl XpuIuio. — W 4to-HUOYyAb MOMUTb.

AJtekc ObICTPO TIepeceK YIHUILY U He KOeOsich BOIIEN B TeHb. ABTOMAT BCTPETHJI €r0 pajocT-
HBIM T'YICHHUEM. AJIeKc ook PYKH Ha IPOXJIAJHYIO ITOBEPXHOCTb BUTPUHBI U Ta 3aJp0OKaJjia OT €ro
npukocHOBeHUs1. CKOpO K HEeH ke MPWIBHYJIO ero Juio. B crekiie oTpasuiics xKaaHblil OJecK ri1as.
[Manbiel HETEPHIEMBO 3a0apadaHMIN IO TIOBEPXHOCTH, TIOKa B3IJIS CKOJIB3HII O TIOJIKaM, M3ydast
cozepxkumMoe. Brpyr oH ocTraHOBMIICS — Halled.

OroHek B €ro riaasax BCIIBIXHYJI €1IE€ APYC, a POT TYT JKE HAIIOJTHUJICA cmoHoi. Ileuenbe u
OJIM3KO HEe MOTJIO BBI3BATh Takou peakiuu. Eime Ob1. Begb TaM, B MATHAALIATA CAHTUMETPAX OT HETO,
JieKas cHUKepc!

— HOCH@HHHﬁ, — BBIJOXHYJI OH C TUXUM TPCIIETOM. KT0-TO M3 MECTHBIX SIBHO ClI0Ja 3axaxu-
BaJl — 3TO HEMHOTO paccrpauBaio. Ho ropasno cuibHee omtymasicst Boctopr. CHUKepc OynTo Obl
MpeJHa3Hayvascs emy.

BocTop:xeHHble MbIC/U Tpy0O MpepBal 3aBOPOYABIIMIACSA BHU3Y kemynoK. HykxHo ObLIo crie-
mTh. Criesyioniasi BOJIHa T0J10[ja HEYyMOJIMMO MPUOIMAKATIACh.

CHuxkepc 6601 TyT. OcTaBasioch TOJBKO €ro 10cTaTh. Bompoc — kak?

JI7151 TOKYTIKM HYKHBI OBUTH CTapble IEHbI'M — KPEAUTHI IPOKCH aBTOMAT He MpUHUMaJ. Bripo-
4yeM, y Hero He ObUIO HU TOro, Hu japyroro. Hecmotpst Ha npuimenmee OTKpOBEHUE, POAUTETbCKHUI
KOHTPOJIb MPOJOJIKAT JEUCTBOBATh. AJjieke CKpUBIIICA. Ho yxke B ciieylonuil MUT Ha ero JIIe pac-
[BCJIa XUIIHAaA YXMbLJIKA:

— 3aT0 OBUIO KOe-4TO MOJTyYIIIe.

Barisin 3a6erasn no cTopoHaM B MOMCKAX MOAXOISIIEH MK, A B TaMSATH CaMy COOOH HaYasIu
BCIUTBIBATh COOBITHSI HEIAaBHETro, HO OECKOHEYHO JIAJIEKOro IMPOILIOro: odenianue cienarb Boioop
cpazy nocie Llykoia, yxecToueHre poauTebCKOro KOHTPOIS, IByXJIETHEE 3aTOYEHUE B AaHTUKBAPHOW
JIaBKEe — U 3alpeT BKYCHSAIIEK. B3I ocTaHOBWICS Ha pacTyllel HenojaaieKky MOJIOJOM MOpOCIv
copHOro KJjeHa. MaeanbHo.

AJnekc HampaBWICS K HEH, MO IMYTH 3aCOBbIBas B KapMaH MyCTyI0 yHakoBKY. Cbe/ieHHble
HEAABHO KPCKEPLL OBLIN €IMHCTBEHHBIM CHEKOM, KOTOpLIfI OTEL, XOTb U HEXOTA, HO IPUHOCUJT IIOMOﬁ.
TosbKO OHU ¥ TIO3BOJIWJIA €MY BbIIEpKaTh JBa rofa «JOMaIlIHel eibl». Ta, BMecTe ¢ poAUTEeIbCKUM
KOHTPOJIEM, CTaJla elle OJHOI YacThlo ero Haka3aHus. [IBa roga. OrpoMHBIN CPOK, €CJIM MOLyMaTh.

Uro yaAMBUTEIBHO — 3JI0CTH Ha OTIIA He ObUTO0. JIMITb JIETKUI a3apT H... YTO-TO Bpoje Oiaro-
napHoctu? Bpems, MpoBeeHHOE B MOCEIKE, HAYUMIIO €r0 He TOJBKO OXOTUTHCS, HO U «PhIOAYMTh».

OH nogIOMIMIT OIMH U3 MOOETOB KJIEHA y CaMOro OCHOBAHUS U ¢ CUIIon JepHyI1. [Torocka cuzo-
3€JIEHOW KOPbl B3METHYJIaCh BBEPX IO MPYTY, HE Xkesasl OTAABaTh €ro YyKaKy, HO BCKOpE Caach U
©e3BOJIbHO MOBHUCIA HaJl 3eMiield. Be3kanocTHO 000pBaB JIMCThsI, AJIEKC BBITSIHYJ MAJIKY Tiepes coOoi
Y TIPUHSUICS ee u3ydath. B ero pyke jexana uaeanbHas «yJ04uKa» — JOCTATOYHO MpsiMasi ajiKa Toj-
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IIIMHOM C MU3MHEI M [UIMHOKN OKOoJIo MeTpa. OH yIOBJIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYJ M HAIIPaBUJICS OOPaTHO.
OcrasibHOE OBUIO JEIOM TEXHUKH.

OxkazaBlmch niepes; aBTOMaToM, AJIEKC TYT e OIMyCTHICS Ha KoneH!. [lanbipl nogieny kpai
KPBIIIKY BBIIAYM — M Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/ Ta C JISTKUM CKPHIIOM ToILIa BBepX. JIOBKUM BU-
KEHUEM «YJOYKa» MPOCKOIb3HYJIA BHYTPh YCTPOWCTBA M BCKOPE MOSIBUJIACH 3a CTEKJIOM. KpsixTs oT
ycepnusi, AJIEKC MbITAJICS NMONACTh KOHUMKOM NAJIKU B LEJIb — YAEPKUBAIOILYIO0 JJAKOMCTBO CITUPAJIb.
Bcero nummib napa 1€CATKOB MOIMBITOK — U €MY 3TO YIaJIOCh.

CHukepc, CJIOBHO HEXOTSI, HAKJIOHWJICS, 3aMep Ha Kpaio Ha JOJII0 CEKYH/Ibl — U C IIyXUM CTY-
KOM MMOOETHO PyXHYJI BHH3.

Muccus BBIIOJHEHA.

AJleKc yIoBIETBOPEHHO YJIBIOHYJCS M BITAIMI Tpodeit. U TyT ero B3misia ynepcst B UbU-TO
HOTY. B 3HAKOMBIX YepHBIX KPOCCOBKAX.

UepHble yKOpOUYEHHBIE IXKUHCHI M TOTO e I[BeTa pyOalika ¢ HOTHATHIM BOPOTOM MOBEPX (PyT-
6ok — ¢ npouuion Bcrpeun Konms ycnena cvenuts oonmuk. Ho He BhIpakeHue JMIia: OHO I0-
MpexXHEMY OCTaBaJIOCh HeJOBOIbHBIM. OHa MPUCTAIBHO U3yYalla CKOPUHMBIIIEroCcs y aBToMaTa AJiekca
— CJIOBHO Ha3oMIMBOe HacekoMoe. Bpeanoe wiu Het? Pa3gaButh wiv mpoiT MUMO?

Boruapuiacek TuImHa, KOTOPYIO IPEPIBAIO TOJIBKO MEPHOE Ty/IeHHE aBTOMATa.

— IIpuBer, — pemwica HapymmTh Mosyanue Ajiekc. Ho ero pemmmocts He BO3bIMela
3 deKrTa — MoTUaHue He APOrHYyJI0. JIUIIb MmyXJibie ryObl IEBYIIKH BHITSHYJIMCH B TPYOOUKY, a I71a3a
CJIeTKa CY3WINCh. YTOJIBKY €€ 3payKoB ObUIM TAKUMHU K€ YEPHBIMH, KaK U HAYIIHUKH, €/1Ba BUIHEB-
IIMecst 3a MOJHSITHIM BOpoTOM pyoarku. Mkcel Ha HUX He ropesu. Barsan Konuu, menyienHo Kypeu-
PYIOIIUI MEX]Ly aBTOMATOM, «yJIOYKON» M 3)KaThIM B PyKe CHUKEPCOM, ObLT KPAaCHOpEUHBEe JIIOObIX
CJIOB.

«[Ipobnem xoyenib?» — 9XOM MPO3BYUYAIO Y HEro B rojioe. [Ipo6neM oH mo-mpexHeMy He
XOTeJI, HO ¥ JOOBIUY OT/IaBaTh ObLT HE TOTOB.

Kormus 3anecna Hory. MeajieHHO — HEBOOOpPa3sMMO MEIJIEHHO — Ta OIyCTMJIACh Ha 3EMITIO
BCEro B HECKOJIBKMX CAHTHUMETpax OT €ro pyKH. AJIeKC BHYTPEHHE BBIJIOXHYJ C OOJerYeHueM: Bce-
TaK¥ «IPOUTH MUMO». OH TYT e CIIOXBaTUJICS. 3aIuTa He MO3BOJIIIA OBl e BRIOPATh APYTOi BapH-
aHT. CTpaHHO, KaK OBICTPO B €€ MPUCYTCTBUH OH TIOUTH OTBBIK Ha HEe MOJIaraThCsl.

Ob6oiins ero o pyre, Komus mojonuia K aBTOMaTy 1 TKHYJIa B OIHY 13 KHOMOK. Ha HeGobIIoM
9KPaHYMKE BBHICBETUIIOCH TPEOOBAHUE OTLIATHI.

AJlekc TeM BpeMeHeM MOMeHsUT TIo3y. OOJIOKOTUBIIKCH JIEBOW PYKOW Ha COTHYTOE KOJIEHO, OH
BHUMAaTEIbHO HAOIOAIT: UTO K€ CIyduTcs Jasbine. Komus HUKak He oTpearnpoBaia Ha ero Tejo-
nwxeHus. Ee pyka omycruiach B 3a/IHUI KapMaH JUKMHCOB M JIOCTasla OTTyla MOHETKY. Bckope
Ta Ucye3na B Mpope3u psiioM ¢ 3kpaHoM. CTomsio aBToMary 3apuKCHpoBaTh OIUIATy, Kak ee pyKa
PE3KO B3MbLIa BBEPX — U, CJIOBHO COEIMHEHHAsI C Hell HEBUIMMOM HUTHIO, MOHETa BHOBb BEPHYJIACh
B KyJIaK.

Marus? — npomesbKHYJa B TOJIOBE HeJlerasi MbICIb, HO AJIEKC TYT ke ee oTOpocuil. B cambiii
MOCJIE/IHAA MOMEHT B BO3/IyX€ BCIIBIXHYJT TOHKUU OTONecKk — Jiecka. Korus Toxke «pwioaunna». U
OH JIOJKEH ObLT MPU3HATH — JieJ1ajia 3TO MaCTePCKU.

OnHa noBTOpMIJIa MaHUITYJISIIAIO HECKOJIBKO pa3 — aBTOMAT BECENIO J3UHbKHYJI — M TYT XKe
BHYTPH YTO-TO 3aBOPOYAJIOCH U 3alymesnio. VI3 ero Heip nmosiBUIICS OyMakHbI CTaKaHUMK, B KOTO-
PbIi CITYCTSI Tapy MTHOBEHHMH MOJIMIIKCH JIBE CTPYH. B BO3qyXe pacnpocTpaHuiICs MPUSITHBIA apoMar
CBEKECBAPEHHOro Kode. DTOT 3arax v OJM3KO He MOT CPABHUTHLCS C OBICTPOPACTBOPHUMBIM.

VY Anekca BHOBb BBIIEJTIIIACH CITIOHA, A KeJYJOK yrpoxaoine 3aBopyai. OH ObUT yBepeH: elle
HEMHOTO M TOT pa3pa3uTcs O4YepeaHOW BOIHON Oomu. OH MallMHATBHO CKaJl CHUKEPC — TOJIOA
MOXHO OBLJIO YTOIUTH MPAMO ceityac. Ho 4To ecnu chirpath 1Mo ee mpaBuiiam?
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KaxeTtcst, OH MOHsUT MPUHIIUTL. DTO OBLTIO MOXOXKe Ha ero 0XOTY. TONBKO HEJTbIo ero UTrphl ObLIO,
YTOOBI 3aIUTa cpaboTana, a ee — 4ToObI HeT. M, moxoxke, OHa B 3TOM M3PAIHO HajoBYMiIack. Ho
€CJIM MOTyInIoch y Koruu, momy4yurTcst 'y Hero.

[Tpu mbIcu 0 OGNakeHCTBE, KOTOPOE MOIIM TOIApPUTh TOJNBKO Kode W CHHKEepC BMeCTe, OH
HEBOJILHO 32)KMYPHJICH.

Korma oH oTKpBUT 71232, B3JISIT Cpa3y BIUJICS B CTAKaHYMK. B HEro TOHKMMU CTpyHKaMH IPO-
Joyskait TUThest Kope. CTpyMKU CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE TOHBIIE U HAKOHEI UCCAKIIM. [lefCTBOBATh HYKHO
OBLIIO OBICTPO.

Bpems 3amemmmiock. ABTOMAT MPOTSKHO J3WHBKHYT U TIOYEMY-TO CTall CBETHTLCS sIpye.
Kormust mpoTsiHyna pyKy K cTakaH4MKy, HO Ajiekc Obut ObicTpee. C OCIenuTeNIbHONW CKOPOCTBIO €ro
pYKa JIepHYJach Briepe/, Iperpajans myTh K Kode.

[Tay3a.

Komusi MesieHHO TIpoBesia B3MJISIIOM OT MeIIaolien el B3sITh Kode Jambl K ee xo3auHy. Ee
r71a3a OKPYIJIMJIMCh U CTPAHHO 3a0JieCTeNId — OHa SIBHO HEJOOIIEHWIA ero MPBITKOCTh. He naB ei
OTMOMHUTBCSI, AJIEKC Pe3KO BBITSHYJI JIPYTYIO PYKY BIIEpe/.

— Tlogenum!

B 3TOT BBIKpUK OH BJIOXKUJI BCE Cpasy: MOJILOY, TOPT, yrpo3y. DTo ObLIa ero Jiydiliasi CTaBKa.
AJekc mocrapaicsl mpuath cebe yBepeHHBIN BU, HO B €ro TUIaHbl BMemayiack 0oib. HoBast BonHa
ObLIa TOpa3a0 CHJIbHEE MPEIbIIYIIEH.

JKemynok ckpyTuiio pe3koit cygoporoi. M3 ria3, ka3zanock, mojeTesu UCKpbl. Ero pyku 1epHy-
JIVCh K TYJIOBHIILY M pa3kaJIMCh — CHUKEPC TIIYXO ynai Ha 3emitio. Ho Ajiekcy ObUIO He 10 3TOro: OH
BLIETIUJICS] OCBOOOVBIIIMMUCS PYKaMH B TOPJIO, TIHITASICh CIIEpKaTh pBaBIlieecs Hapyxy HeuTo. Eakas
CMech TIOJTyTIePeBAPEHHBIX KPEKEPOB M HKETYIOYHOTO COKa 3arojHWIA POT, Melllasi eMy B3JIOXHYTb.
Crpax mpobieM, a3apT A0ObIYH, MPEIBKYIIIEHHE CIaJOCTH — BCE 3TO MEPecTajo UMeTh 3HAUeHHE,
KOTJIa TIOSIBUIJIACh 00JTb. B I1a3ax moTeMHesno U, Ka3ajaoch, cCaMO CO3HAHHUE CTall0 MEPKHYTh.

Cypopora pa3opBajia TeMHOTY.

[Tay3a.

Eme ogna nomensiie. M cHoBa TUIIMHA.

B 310T pa3 TummHa MpoInIIach JA0JTO.

Konern, moHsut Asiekc 1 oTKpbUT Beku. Ha 1ma3zax crosina nesneHa cie3. CKOJIBKO BpeMeHH Mpo-
uwuio? Ilsare, necars munyT? Yac?

V3HaTh OBUIO HE Y KOTO.

OH ObLT COBEPIIEHHO OJIUH.

He6o yxe ycnieno nokpachets. [ukit. HyxHo criemmuTs. [onos 3actaBui ero 3a0bITh PO CBOKO
1iesb. VI skaqHoCTh, — MeJIbKHYJIa HeBOJIbHAS MbICTIh. He BakHO.

Terneps, koraa 00Jb OTCTYIWIIA, HE OBUIO TIOBOAA OECIIOKOUTHCS HU O TOM, HU O Apyrom. Ilo
KpaiiHeli Mepe /10 3aBTpa. Tem Gonee, uto 100bYa yiyieHa. B Tom, yro Konms 3a0pana cHuKepc ¢
c000M, AJIEKC HE COMHEBAJICS.

OH noxHsiics ¢ acdanbra U Haval oTpsxuBarhes. JIoWas 10 MITaHOB, OH 3amMep, YBUAEB TOJ
HOTraMU sipKoe TATHO. [TpsiMo repe HUM B TBLTH JIeKal HeTPOHYTHIN cHUKepc. Ero rimasza ynueieHHO
PaCIIMPIITUCE.

AJIeKC MeJJIeHHO MOJHSLT B3MJIsAl Ha aBToMar. B oTceke BbIIauM CTOsT CTakaHUuK ¢ Kode. OH
MIPOTSHYJI K HEMY PYKY, He Bepsl CBOMM TIJIa3aM, — TIOJIHBIN.

[TonubIi ocThIBIIETO KOE.

38



B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

I'nasa 10 Ilpuzpakn

AJIeKc CTOsIT BO3JIe aBTOMATa, KpyTs B pyKax MyCTOM OyMaKHbI cTakaHYMK. OH TOJNBKO YTO
3aTOJIKAJI B ce0s1 CHUKEPC, 3aIMB €r0 OCTaTKaMK X0JI0qHOro kode. Ena mpoBaimiack BHYTPb TSKETbIM
KOMOM, HE BbI3BaB HUKAKOW pEaklIvu.

OxugaeMoro OJakeHCTBa He CITy4rsIoch. bosee Toro — oH He 4yBCTBOBAJI HU BKyca, HU HACHI-
1eHus, Ha Jaxke oo, JKemyaok yxke ckazasi eMy Bce, 4TO O HeM JyMaeT, u Terepb Momdai. Teno
CJIOBHO OHEMeJO. THUIIMHY MPephIBAJIO JIMIIb MOHOTOHHOE T'yJEHHUE aBToMara. AJIEKC YyBCTBOBAI,
KaK OHO MPOCAYMBAIOCh CKBO3b YIIH B FOJIOBY, CTAHOBSCh MBIC/ISIMU. O/IHA MpayHee IPyrou.

OH npourpain Koruu. [TonmrocTeio. [To3opHo. MiMen i oH paBo BooOinie Ha3kiBaTh ee Kommeid,
€CJIM PSJIOM C HEN OpUTMHAJI Ka3aJIcs XyKe BO BceM?

Crhi JIeIsTHOM XBAaTKOW B3s1 AJleKca 3a TPYJKU M CO BCEX CHJI HaYaul TPSICTH — TEeJIO COfIpora-
JIOCh B KPyNHOU Apoxu. CIIOBHO MPOIUIAs €ro peuIMMOoCTh OblIa B3SITa B JIOJT, U TETIEPh CThI BO3-
HAMEPWJICS BHITPSCTH ee TocieqHre octatki. OH He cMor cam ronacth Ha Llykii, cam 100bITh cede
ely, — 4TO OH BOOOIIIe cienan cam?

AJIeKC MpuKajcs CIIMHOM K aBTOMary, 3alpOKU/IbIBas TONIOBY Ha3a/ U 3aKpbiBas IJ1a3a. 3aThl-
JIOK [IyXO CTYKHYJI O METAJUIMYECKUI KOPITYC.

Emy nomorimm. Hag Hum cxamiiuce. [Isaxapl.

OH XOTeJ B 3JI0CTH CXaTb KyJIakd, HO He ObUIO HU 3JI0CTH, HU CHJIbl. ToNbKO ycTanoctb. OHa
ObLJIa HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHOM, YTO €r0 Ha4yasio TSHYTb K 3eMJIe.

MosxeT, Bce OpOCUTb M BEPHYThCS K OTILY.

OT 3TOM MBICIH, JaXe HE BOIPOCa, AJIEKCa 3aTpsACIO elle CUibHee. B roioBe OTphIBKAMU
BCIUTBIBAJIM 0Opa3bl: YPOHUBIIMI TOJIOBY Ha CTOJI OTell, €ro Tskeloe, crieproe aAbixanue. I — Oynro
He ero — MbIcib: «IIpocto BeiHOITY Mycop». Cepilie 3acTy4aslo B BUCKAX.

Kak xe cTeigHo.

Ceituac oH orryman mycopom cedst. Her, o Obul M. HEBBIHOCHMMO TSIKEIBIM U MEP3KUM
MYCOpPHBIM MEIIIKOM, OCTaBJIEHHBIM KEM-TO IOCPEr MycToro ropoaa. Kem-to — ero oo 6omes-
HEHHO CKPHMBUJIOCH. JIeByIIKa yIIia, He BEIHECs ero oOmecTBa. AJIeKC He MOT ee BUHUTh — caM ceOst
OH TOK€ HE BBIHOCHII.

Agnekc nomarHyscs. M3 ero ociadeBIIMX pyK, CIOBHO U3 MEPENOTHEHHOIO MelllKa, BbIMal U
nokatwuics o acanbTy OyMakHbIN cTakaHuMK. Kazanock, elje HEeMHOTO — M OH BECh PACCHITNETCHI.

U Benp oH ele naxe He npuctynui K npoxoxaeHuio Lukia. [laxe e Haen mecta. Jlaxe He
3HaJI, TJIe ero UcKarhb. [laxke... — MOTOK cCaMOOMUYEBaHUSI HEOXKUIAHHO TPEPBAJICS.

AJIeKc 3aMoprail ria3amMu U MPUILYPUIICS, MbITasCh PACCMOTPETh YTO-TO BJAJIU, HA POTUBO-
TOJIO’KHOU CTOPOHE YJIULIBL.

Tam, B OTHOM M3 OKOH JIBYX3Ta)KHOTO KUPIUYHOIO 3JaHUs, ONPEAETICHHO TOpeN CBET. AJIEKC
HE 3HaJI, Topest JIu OH paHbiie. Eciu yecTHO, eMy ObUIO Bce paBHO. BHYTpH Hero 3aTerumiach pu-
3pavyHas HaJexKa.

SIpkuil PsIMOYTONIBHUK Topen Ha (poHe ajioro Heba, CIOBHO yKasbiBasi Aliekcy myTh. Ho 3to
ObL1 ipyrou cBeT. OH MaJio MOXOAMII Ha BRIKUTAIOIIEe CETUATKy CUSHUE Kapa.

ToTr — ocnenuTenbHO OelTblii — BOCIUIAMEHSUT IyITY MPU3bIBOM: Thl — €TMHCTBEHHBIN.

DTOT Xe — TEIUIbIH, JIAMIIOBBII — O0€eIa)l HHOE.

To1 He onuH.

W, cnoBHO OTBEYas Ha HEro, MOTYXIIWI B3I AJIEKca MOJIBIXHYJ HOBOU UCKpou. OH OTTOJIK-
HYJICS OT aBTOMAra M ceJial EPBbIN ar — K JieKalleMy Ha acajibTe CTAKaHUMKY.

[Topa BeIHECTU MYCOD.
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UYepes mapy MUHYT AJIEKC YK€ CTOSLT Iepell HyKHbIM 3/1aHreM. BOmM3u oHO BHevaTssiio.

JIByX3TaXHbII OCOOHSIK U3 KPACHOTO KMPIHYa MOTYAIMBO BO3BBIIIAJICS HAJ MPU3EMUACTBIMU
Jla9yraMu OKpeCcTHbIX JOMOB. OT ero HeHTpaIbHOM YacTH, BBICTYIABIIEH BIEpe MOTyKPyroM, pas-
Oeranuch /1Ba Kpblia. BeIcOKHe apovyHble OKHA, 3yOuaThie BBICTYITH HA KPHIIIe, MACCUBHASI ICPEBSIH-
Hasl JBepb. 31aHKe HATIOMUHAJIO HEOOJIBIION 3aMOK. B Tydax 3akaTHOTO COJNHIIA €ro KpacHOTa Ka3a-
Jlach KPOBABOM.

BHe3arHblii MOphIB BeTpa 3acTaBriI AJieKca OSKUTHCS OT Xosoaa. [TorpaBuB JISIMKH PIOK3akKa,
OH MeJIJIEHHO TIOTLIENICS K ABEPH.

[Nocenok 1 6e3 TOro BHIIJIAAEN CTApbIM, HO 3TO 3aHKe ObUIO MO-HACTOSIIEMY...

«AHTUKBapHBIM» — IIIEMHYN eMy Betep. Mnm namsite. Anekc B3aporayn. OH 3HAI: UMEHHO
B TaKMX MeCTax OOBIYHO CeNSTCS NMpU3paku. B qpyroii pa3 3ta MbeIC/Ib MoIJIa Obl BEI3BAaTh BOOLYIIIEB-
nieHue, Ho He certuac. OH Tskeo B30XHYI. CHUJT Ha 3TO He OBUIO OT CJIOBA COBCEM.

[Nomo#ast K qBepH, OH MOHSUT B3MJIsAA HaBepX. CBET B OKHE, KOTOPHIN MPUBEIT €ro CIofIa, YKe
ycries noracHyTh. Ho B Tpex Apyrux, Ha MepBOM STaxe, OH CHSUI TETUIBIM JKeAThiM orHeM. B nome
TOYHO KTO-TO ObLT. KTO-TO jKMBOM.

OH 00XBaTWJI py4Ky ABEPH M OCTOPOXKHO TOTsIHYJ ee Ha cebs1. HecMOTpst Ha CBOM BHYILIUTEITb-
HBIE pa3Mepsl, IBEPh M01AIACh Ha YIUBIICHUE JIETKO.

B mpuxoxeit 6pu10 TeMHO. TYCKIJIOTO YJIMYHOTO CBETa HE XBaTajlo, YTOObI pa30rHaTh KIIyOUB-
mryiocsi TbMy. Ho XBaTuiio, 4ToObl MOHSITH TJIABHOE: BHYTPH JIOM ObLT TAaKUM ke cTapbiM. Bosbliero
Y He TpeOOBaIOCh.

AJIEeKC m1arHys BHYTpb.

[TpocTpaHCcTBO 32 MOPOrOM BCTPETHJIO €ro BETXMM 3allaxoM M CKpHUIoM nososuil. [Tpuspaku
TYT ¥ TipaB/ia ObLTM — Ha CEKYH]Ly eMy IM0Ka3aJoCh, YTO OH BEPHYJICS B oM oTIia. Cepaiie TPeBOKHO
3actydasio. CX0ACTBO ObLIO CTOJIb CUIIBHBIM, YTO AJIEKC HEBOJIBHO MpHHIOXaJcs. K cuacTpio, MeCTHBIH
BO3/IyX He cofiepXkal B ceOe elKMX MmapoB ankorons. HecMoTpst Ha pacTyliyio B HEM TPeBOTY, OH
MPOJOJIKIIT UITH BIEpe].

Bnepenu Haxomuiiack ee ofiHa IBEpb, BeAyIas BIIyOb goMa. AJIeKC MOJOIIeN K Hel BIUIOT-
HyI0 U nipucnymaics. Tumuaa. OH IPUOTKPBLT JBEPh U 3arJIsIHYJl BHYTPb. B oTiM4me oT npuxoxeit
TaM [apuiia KpoMelIHasi TeMHOTa. Eciv He cumTaTh TOHKOH MOJIOCKY cBeTa M3-Tof Aepu. Tyma-To
eMy U ObLIO Hy)XHO. Pyka cama moTsiHy/1ach K ipamy Ha Makymike. ['0OHsI Ipoub MBIC/IM O TTpU3paKax,
AJIeKC nepeKpecTusIcs ¥ IarHyJ BO Mpak.

OH [o111es1 10 TOJIOCKY CBETA MOYTH HAOIIyIb. PyKa moTsHy/ack Bepea, HalylbiBasi B TEM-
HOTE pyYKy JBepU. Bapyr us-3a aBepu mocislmancs MykKCKoW rojoc. [1yxoil 3ByK 4esoBedecKon
peur He CKJIaAbIBAJICSA BO YTO-TO OCMBICJIEHHOE, HO €r0 MHTOHAIIMK — Pa3MEepeHHbIe U POBHbIE —
TMOJICVCTBOBAJIM Ha AJiekca ycrokavBaole. OH perics: U IOBEpHYJI pyUKY.

JIBepb OTBOPUIIACH MPAKTHUECKH OeCITyMHO. TeIuIblil 30I0TUCTBIN CBET, JIMBIIUICS U3 TPOEMa,
3aCTaBWJI €ro Iiia3a COMKHYThcs. Ho He OoT 60/ — cBeT He 0OKHUrall, CKopee corpeBall U JIake. ..
yOatokuBas. HakoruBiascsi 3a IeHb yCTaJIOCTh Pa3oM OOPYIIMIACH HA HETO. AJIEKC C TPYIIOM pasie-
W TJ1a32 ¥, OTYAsTHHO OOPSICh C TIOIKATUBIIIEH 3€BOTOM, OCMOTPEJICH.

B raza cpazy Opocuiuch crosiye B TPU psifia CTOJBI CO CTybsiMU. KoMHata HamomuHaia
yueOHbII KaOWHET WM JIEKITMOHHBIN 3aJ1. Y MPOTHBOMOIOKHON OT BXOJA CTEHBI PACIIONATAJICS elle
OfIMH cTOJ1 — 1000JbIIe. CKIOHMBIIMICS Ha/l HUIM MYX4YHHA ObUT OIET B UepHYIO pyOaliky c 3aKa-
TaHHBIMU pyKaBaMu. JIuIa ¢ Takoro pakypca OblJIo He pasmisiieTh, HO CY/s MO YepHBIM C CeAMHOM
BOJIOCaM, TOT BHITJISIZIENl POBECHUKOM OTIIA.

My>X4rMHa BOOWJI MO CTONY MAJIBLIEM M YTO-TO THXO OopmoTan cebe moj Hoc. YTo MMEHHO,
MOHSATH ObLJIO HEBO3MOKHO — CJIUIIKOM JIAJIeKO. AJIEKCY YAAJIOCh pa300paTh OYKBaJIBHO Iapy CJIOB:
«TOCIIETHUN» U «YEJIOBEK». DTO eMy HUYEro He TOBOPUJIO.

— M3BUHUTE, — HEPEIIUTEBHO MPOU3HEC AJIEKC.
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Hesnakomerr otopBaj B3[JIsiA OT CTOJA U TIOCMOTpPEN Ha Hero. Y Hero ObUIM TroyOble Ii1asa,
oTMeTHJT AJiekc rpo cebs1. OHU CMOTpe TPOH3UTEIHHO U OTHOBPEMEHHO OYITO C JIETKOW HacMellI-
KOM.

— AJekceii? — BKpaJuMBO MIOMHTEPECOBAJICS MYKUMHA.

CoH cpa3zy Kak pyKoOu CHSLIO.

— Hla? — uzymJiieHHO BbIIOXHYT AJiekc. — Ho... otkyna?!

My>X4rHa IUPOKO YIBIOHYICS.

— Ilpodeccop Arusos. [Ipenonasarens dpunocopur yMUpaHUs.

AJlexkc cTosin mepest IBEephl0 KOMHATHI, HA OJIVIKAWIIYI0 Heeso CTaBIiei ero. B roigose ObLT
BOIIPOC.

Kak?

OH He10BEpUYMBO TIOCMOTPE Ha KJIIOY B pyKe ¢ HoMepoM 21, CJIOBHO Obl UIlla Y HErO OTBETA.
Kiiou oTBETHIT XOIOAHBIM MOTYaHUEM. AJIEKC TIepeBe B3IJIsA]] Ha IBEph — BUCEBIIIast Ha HEll MeTaJl-
ardecKast TaOJIMUKa cofeprkaia Ty e MOCIeA0BaTeIbHOCTh [Up.

Kak tak BbIILIO?

MyX4nHa, TpeICTaBUBIIMICS MperoaBaresieM Mo (uiaocodpuu ymupanus, mepeaail ero
AJlekcy BMeCTe ¢ TIOKeJTaHUSMH OTAOXHYTh U HAOpaThCs CUJI Tiepe]] 3aBTPAIHUM 3aHsTueM. U BOT,
TMOJTHSIBIIXCH TIO JIECTHUIIE HA BTOPOM 3TaXK, OH OKA3aJICs 3/1€Ch.

Kimiou nponomkan Morgarh, BCeM CBOMM BHJIOM TOKa3bIBasi, YTO OH 31ech He aj1si 3toro. Ocra-
BUB pa3iyMbsi, AJIEKC BCTABWII €70 B 3aMOYHYIO CKBAKUHY U TIOBEPHYJI — BHYTPH UTO-TO IIEIKHYJIO.
OH Haxa py4Ky, pa3qaJics elie OUH MIETYOK, U JBepPb PaclaxHylach BHYTPb.

OH cpienas mar B KOMHaty u oriisiaescs. KpoBarh ¢ TyMOOUKOI, 1kag BO3j1e OKHA, MUChbMEH-
HBII CTON co cTynoM. Bee Boirisiaeno oxugaemo crapsiM. Hemynpero. CioBHO BHYTpPH TaKO# ApeB-
HOCTHU MOTIJIO OBITh UTO-TO MHOE. OH IIEIKHYI BHIKJIIOYATEIIEM PsIZIOM CO BXOJOM U B KOMHATE BCIIbIX-
HYJI TIPUTJTYILICHHBIA CBET.

[TpukpsIB 32 coOO IBEPH, OH OPOCKIJI CYMKY Ha TIOJI y TIOpora M Mojouien K okHy. JKenrsie
Tpareyy CBeTa OCBEIIAIN 3eMJII0 BO3JIe JIEKIIMOHHOTO 3aj1a, KaK ero OKpecTu ist cest Ajieke —
npoeccop He CremnI UATH CaTh.

Kak tak nosmyuunsiocs?

B Tperwnii pa3 3agan oH ceGe TOT e BOIpOC.

AJleKc ocMOTpesT Ha CBOe OTpaxkeHue B cTekiie. [Ipo3pauHblii CHITyST IOCMOTpPET B OTBET.
Cxnagxu Ha ero JO0y Bepaxasu riyookoe HemoyMenue. OTBeTa y Hero Toxe He ObLIO.

Ewme nonuaca Hazan Asekc Bassuicsl Ha 3eMJle BO3JIE aBTOMAaTa CO CHEKaMM, NOTEpPSHHbIA U
COBEPIIIEHHO OECIIOMOIIIHBIA. A Tereph y Hero Oblla CBOsl KOMHATa, MPEToiaBaTellb M KaKoe-HUKaKoe
MOHMMaHue, yTo OyaeT 3aBTpa. OH mokeBas TyObl, YAMBIEHHO NMOKAYMBasi TOJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B
CTOPOHY.

«[Tytu [Tpokcu HercnoBeJMMbI» — IIEMHYJa U3 TaMaTH MaMa. Ee (ppaza npuiinia Ha moMoIp,
BOCIIOJIHMB €r0 COOCTBEHHYIO HEXBATKY CJIOB.

SIBnenus cerogusi He Obu10. He Oyner ero u 3aBTpa. U Tak 1o camoro konna Lykna. MoxHo
JIM CKa3aTh, YTO OH COCKYUMJICS ?

OtpaxeHue B CTEKJIE C COMHEHUEM 3aMOTaJIO TOJI0BOM.

Ho 6ecena ¢ MaMuHOI TPOKCH, Beeria mpeackasyemasi v MoHsTHas, eMy Obl ceiiuac TOYHO He
nomemana. OnqHako AnroputM noonaxkek He aena. Kak roBoputcs, BO M30aBieHUE OT TIIMYA.

Anekc peieKTOpHO BCKUHYJI PyKY U JOTPOHYJICS 10 KpecTa Ha Makymike. OTpaxeHue MoBTo-
PUJIO STOT XKECT 32 HUM U C JOCAT0N OTBEPHYJIOCh. AJIEKC OTBEPHYJICSI BMECTE C HUM U OTOMIEN OT
OKHa.

B 3aBepienue qHs ObUTO ObI HETIJIOXO MIOMBITHCSI, HO OH HE 3HaJI, €CTh JIM 3[1eCh IyII. A y3Ha-
BaTh... YCTAJIOCTh TYT K€ HABAIMJIACh BCEM CBOMM BECOM, HE JaBasi CTYITUTh U IIIary.
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Her, He ceromus.
OH cHs ¢ ce0s1 3arauKaHHYIO THUIBI0 01Ky, BBIKJIIOUMI CBET U JIeT B KPOBATh.
[NonenensHUK — AeHb TsoKesbld. Ho 3aBTpa ero sxaain eme Ooliee TpyIHbINA AeHb.

42



B. Yepnsen. «IIpokcu»

I'naBa 11 OTkpoBeHue. Bbioop

YepHblii IPAMOYTOJIBHUK IBEPU PACTIAXHYJICA HAPYXKy U B OTKPBIBIIUICS IIPOEM XJIBIHYJI IIOTOK
Cgera, 3a110/1H54 BCE BOKPYT.

ITpocrpancTBO, BoOpaBiee B ceOs AJiekca, CTaJo OKMBJIEHHOH YJIMLEH Merarnoiuca, Kak B
cambIX OyiHBIX ero Meurax. I je-To 3aech 1omkeH ObITh 3HaK Proxy Inc — Ho ero He BUAHO.

HeoOpaTHas kosbllnymascs Macca, COCTosIast U3 TeHeH U CUITy3TOB, OKpYyKajla CO BCeX CTO-
poH. Co Bce BO3pacTaiolel CKOPOCTBIO €r0 TEJIO HECJIOCh Kyla-To BIepel. Biekiio i ero BoHaMu
3TOr0 MHOTOJIMKOTO MOp$1, WJIM OH JBHUIajics caM — HeNoHATHO. CKOpoCTh OblLIa TakoW, 4TO BCE
BOKPYT IIPEBPATWJIOCH B Pa3MBIThIE 1T0JI0CHI CBeTa.

HagepHoe, Tak ouyImaioT ce0st NTULBI W JIETY4re MBIIIKU. Bl JIn OH NTHLIEH, Yel0BEKOM —
WM 4eM-To Mexay? HeBo3amoxHO pasnmnunts. Bee cnmiocs B MepLAOIEM CUSHUM.

Bembimka. Peskoe Topmoxkenue. becuncieHHOe MHOKECTBO PYK, PTOB, IJla3, OOpAIIEHHBIX K
Hemy. OH aOcomoTHo roneiil. Het, He Bech — cBetsnieecs odnako Cera HUXke osica. beckoHeuHsle
PAABL KpeCeJl, 3aHATHIX CBETAILMMUCS CUTy3TaMHU.

I'ne on?

Ha cuiene — BHe3aItHO MpUIUIO OCO3HaHKE. AJIEKC I0JKEH BBICTYIIATh nepes HUMU. OHU K ITyT.
VcrionHeHHble 0KUJAHNUEM B3IJIAJbI TPOKUTAIOT KOKY; BO3IVIACHI M CMEX OIVIYIIAIOT HEBBICKA3aHHBIM
TpeOOBaHMEM; MEPHO CMBIKAIOLIMECS JIAJOHU 30T PUTM ero JBMxeHussM. OH — akTep.

WX B3m1s18l, Cl1yX, MIHTEPEC — BCE B €r0 pykKax. Ilepen miazamu ouepraHus JaJOHEN: B JIEBOU
3aaT CHUKEPC, B IIPaBOM UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOE OpPYXKUE — Naslel-NUcToeT. OHU XKIyT — YTO OH
MOKaXeT UM?

HyxHo cpenats Bribop. Pyka npubmkaercs ko pry. Ilemdok. [onoBa B3peiBaercs. Yem —
60J1b10, KOH(PETTH, ArIOAUCMEHTaMuU?

3aHaBec.
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I'nasa 12 Tpoumna

AJekc OTKpbUI IJ1a3a.

Ero B3mmsiay mperncrana xenToBaTo-Oenasi TyKaTypKa, Mo KOTOPOH pachoi3aiach ceTh Tpe-
muH. Kak njoma 1 He kak goma. OH moBepHY/cs Ha OOK M TPYKMHBI KPOBAaTU THUXO 3aCKPHITEIIH.
BmecTo cBepyKOB, — NOIyMall OH.

ITpoOuBaBIIMIACS CKBO3b OKHO COJTHEUHBII IOTOK BBICBEUMBAJ MapsIIME B BO3/1yXe YaCTUUKU
IIBUTH, 3aCTABJISAS UX CUATh. YTPO HACTYNUJIO.

AJexkc IpUKpsbUI 71432 — B TEMHOTE M0]] BEKaMU 3aIlIsICaIi pa3HOLIBETHbIE OTOHBKY — CJIOBHO
KOoH(peTTH. OH YacTo 3aMopral U cjierka rnorpsic rojloBoi, OTTOHss NpuBA3aBLIMics o0pa3. CeronHs
JOJDKEeH HadaTbest Lkt

CkoJ1bKO BpeMeHH ? — MOJHAIACh ObLIO TPEBOI'a, HO OH OBICTPO B3s1 ceds B pyku. [Ipodeccop
BYEpa He YIIOMSHYJI BpeMsl Hauasla 3aHsATUsl, I03TOMY (pOpPMaJIbHO OH HUKYJA He omnasiblBajl. XOTs,
KOHEYHO, TAHYTh BpeMs He cTors10. Majo Jim.

COopbl HE OTHSUT MHOTO BpeMeHH: ObLIo Obl uTO codupartb. OH IOCTal U3 CyMKH OAWH U3
JIeXKABIIUX TaM KOMIUIEKTOB cepoil ofexapl. HarsaHyB (pyTOONKY, IITaHbI, KPOCCOBKHU, AJIEKC Kak
CMOT TPUITIAANI TOPYALIKE BOJIOCH — U B IIPUHIIMIIE ObLI FOTOB.

AXx pa, kmod. OH Jiexa’ Ha IOJIOKOHHMKE, TaM K€, 1€ OH OCTaBUJI €0 BUepa. AJIEKC HE TPUBBIK
T0JIb30BAThCA KJIIOYaMH: B MOCEJIKE KPOME HHUX C OTLIOM NMOYTH HUKTO HE KWJI, M JBEpH JOMa He
3aKPBIBATUCH.

Crounso OTKpBITH BEPb, KaK B HO3JPH yNapujl TEPIKUM 3anax Koge. W yero-to eme — oH
HE CMOr' pa3inuuThb. KeayJok HeTepneauBo 3aBopyall. AJIEKC CIIEIIHO 3aKpbUl ABEPh HA KIIIOY U
MOCTIEIINIT BHU3 110 JIECTHULIE.

XOJu1 epBoro Taxa, 4epe3 KOTOphIi OH BYepa MPOOUPaJICS HAOMIYIIb, ObUT OCBEIIEH JIaMITOM.
AJeKc 3aKpyTHJ1 FOJIOBOM B ITOMCKAX MCTOYHMKA KobelHoro apomata. Ara. TOT MCXOAWIT U3 KOMHATHI
NPsMO HAIPOTUB JIEKLIIMOHHOTO 3aJ1a. [IBeph B Hee Obljla IPUOTKPHITA.

OtTygna e UCXOAWI U Jpyror, MeHee NpUATHBIN 3anax. OH CONPOBOXKAAICS €JI€ CIBIILNMBIM
IIKBOPYaHUEM Macjla — BHYTPU SIBHO YTO-TO FOTOBMJIU. AJIEKC HAXMYPHJICS U, OCTOPOKHO MPUOIIH-
3MBLIKCH K ABEPHOMY IIPOEMY, 3arJIsIHYJl BHYTPb.

Kowmnara okazanach BecbMa MpocTopHOH. Jlaxe Oosblie, 4eM JIEKIIMOHHBIN 3ay1. OHa Obuta
3aJIMTa SIPKUM COJIHEUHBIM CBETOM, IPOHMKABIIMM BHYTPb Y€pe3 TPU BBICOKMX OKHa. Ha KkyxHe, a
9T0 ObUIa UMEHHO OHa, OBUIO BCE, YTO AJIEKC OXHMIa TaM YBHAETb. [JJTMHHBIA NEepeBSHHBIN CTO,
OKPYKEHHBII CO BCEX CTOPOH CTYJIbsIMU. MHOXECTBO IIKahOB U MOJOK, 3aCTAaBJIEHHBIX MOCYI0N U
yTBapbio. KoHeuHo, Bcst MeOelth Obl1a CTapoid.

Bbiio u Heuto HeoxunanHoe. Ero mpenopaBarenb — ArMoB WM KaK-TO TaK — JIEJIOBUTO
TOTOBHJI YTO-TO Y TUTUTHL. TOT OBUT HACTOIBKO YBJIEYEH CBOMM 3aHSATHEM, UTO JaXe HEe 3aMETHJI er0
TMOSIBJIEHU 1.

— IIpodeccop?.. — ocTOpOKHO MO3BAT AJIEKC.

ITpodeccop Ha MUT MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, YEMY-TO KMBHYII, [TOCJIE YETO CHOBA OTBEpHYJICA. Tak
YTO OTBEYAJIa NMAPHIO YK€ €ro CIuHa.

— O! A BOT ¥ HOCIIETHHH YeIIoBEeK, — OOIpO BOCKJIMKHYIIA criMHa npodeccopa. — Kak cra-
J0Ch?

AJiekca HEMHOTO 3a]1eJ10, YTO OH ObLT NociefHUM. OTHAKO OTBETUTh €My Ha 9TO ObUIO HEYero.
CronJo ckazarth criacu0o, 4To OH BooOIIe cioa goopasics. K Tomy xke ero ropaso Oosblie yauBIIsIIo
3aHATHE Tpodeccopa.

— BbI... — Aulekc 3anHysics Ha nonycioBe. — ['otoBute ey ?
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— Ja, xapio siiiia! — TOT roBOPHJT 00 TOM C HECKPHIBAEMBIM YIOBOJIbCTBUEM. — BblI, HaBep-
HOE, MTPOTrOJIOAIUCH ?

Kemynok Aekca OTBETHIT 32 HET0 OJJOOPUTETbHBIM ypyaHueM. K ero nuiry nmprimia Kpacka.

— Ommmy4HO! — cyYen HyKHbIM TPOKOMMEHTHPOBATh rpodeccop. — Ckopo OyzeT rotoBo. Be
MOKa MPUCAKUBANTEC.

AJlekcy He 0CTaBaJIoCh HUYETo JPYroro, Kpome Kak Mocie/ioBaTh ero mpeasiokeHuo. Beiopas
OJIVH U3 CTYJIbEB, OH CeJI U MOMBITAJICS coOpaTh MbIcIU B Kydy. Ho ouepenHoii Borpoc npodeccopa
HE JJaJl EMy 3TO C/IeNaTh.

— Kodpe Oynere?

AJIEKC KUBHYL.

Peaknuu He nocienosaso.

Jla 1 He MOIJI0 — TOHST OH — MPOeccop ke CTOsLT K HEMY CITUHOM.

— Jla, cnacn0o0, — mocrnenHo 100aBuI AJIEKC.

— Xopol1o, 3/1eCh KaK pa3 Ha TPOUX.

Tpoux?

AJIeKkc HeBOJILHO OIJIsi/Iesicsl TIo cTopoHaM. Ha KyxHe KpoMe HUX JJBOMX HUKOTO He OBLIO.

Brpyr co cTopoHBI IJIUTHI IOHECCS UCK, TOTOM YTO-TO HIEJIKHYJIO, M 3ByKM TOTOBKH CTUXJIU.
Bckope nipodeccop noBepHyJcs, epka B pyKax ABE Yallku ¢ Kode.

OpmHy — C KpacHBIM sI0JIOKOM — OH mpoTsaHyn Asekcy. U3 apyroit — c Haamuceio AGI u
KPacHBIM cepeM — mpogeccop OTXJIeOHYNI caM M JJOBOJIBHO KPSKHYIL.

— Cnacu60, — pacTepssHHO IpousHec AJieKc, MpUHUMast yamky. Ho ero B3misig ObLT HarpaB-
JIEH Ha elle OHY YaulKy, TpeTblo. OHa CTosila IyCTOM Ha CTOJIEIHULIE psAoM c IuuTol. Ha Heil He
ObLIO KAKHMX-TO OMO3HABATEJbHBIX 3HAKOB. [IpocTo Oenas yarka.

— K Ham erie npucoeIuHUTCS MOSI TIOMOIIIHUIIA, — CJIOBHO MPOYMTAB €r0 MBICIH, JOOABIIT
nipocpeccop.

AJIeKc nepeBelt B3IUIsA/L Ha HEro.

— A ocTasibHble ? — IIPOU3HEC OH XPUTUIBIM rosiocoMm. Ilepen riazamMu BO3HUK 00pa3 JeBYIIKU
B YEPHOM.

— BuI nielite, — nipoceccop T0OPOLYIITHO YIBIOHYIC.

AJekc HakoHel[ 0OpaTWI BHUMaHUe Ha YallKy B CBOMX pykKax. B Heii Obl1 Kode. CBexecBa-
penHblii. HaBepHOe, BKYCHBIN.

OH 0TXJIEOHYJT U MOHSLIT, YTO He OIroCs.

— Yro KacaeTcs Ballero Borpoca, — npofoskui npodgeccop. — Mx Her!

OH pa3Bes pykamu.

— Her? — Anekc He noHumal.

— Tonbko Bel, Bain nokopHslii ciyra, — npodeccop LepeMOHHO CKJI0HW rosioBy. — M Kare-
pyHa. Bbl — eIMHCTBEHHBIH CllylIaTesb JAHHOTO IUKJIA.

AJlekc He 3HaJl, paJioBaThCsl eMy WU paccTpauBarhcsl. C OOHOUN CTOPOHBI OH ObUT MI30paHHBIM.
Ho pasBe n30paHHbIX HE JOKHO ObITH OOJIbIIE?

Ha xyxHe noBucia TuivHa.

— Wnu coydacTHHK, — BBIIEPKAB May3y, 100aBUI IPOo¢heccop U XUTPO MPHUIILYPHIT I1a3a. —
Bripouewm, 310 yxe Bam perars.

Brpyr ero B3misa nepemectuiicsi AJieKCy 3a CIIMHY, a Ha JIMIE BHOBb Pa3ropenach yablOKa.

— Jlerka Ha moMuHe, — BOCKJIMKHYI pogeccop. — MBI Kak pa3 o Tede roBOpHITi. 3HAKOMb-
Tech, Katepuna, Ajekcei.

AJekc, — XOTeJsl OH MOIpaBUTh Ipodeccopa: TOT CHOBA Ha3BaJl €0 UMEHEM, JaHHBIM IpU
poxaeHuu. Ho BHe3anmHo Mmics cioB.

Ha Bxope crostna Komus.
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Ona OblJ1a 07eTa B TOYHOCTH, KaK BYepa: B UepHYIO pyOaIky nmosepx (pyTOOIKN U YKOPOUSHHBIE
IKUHCHL. Ha 1mee BucenM HayIIHUKY C MKCAMHU — CETOHSI OHU TaKKe He TOPEeJIH.

Barisn Konmum — vy, Kak Temnephb CIeoBajio ee Ha3biBaTh, KaTepuHbI — JIMIIb CKOJb3HYIT
1o AJieKcy, ycTpeMIIsisich K npodeccopy. JOCTUTHYB 111, ee B3I MOTeIUIes, W JIMIO AEBYIIKH
03apUJIOCh BCTPEUHOU YJIBIOKOM.

— Ho6poe yTpo, mpoeccop! — mporrederania oHa.

Anekc cMoTpen Ha mpoucxopsiee ¢ Hepoymenuem. Komms-Karepuna Oputa criocoOHa v Ha
Takue uHTOHaMK? OHa OTIMYaNach OT ceOs BUepallHel Tak *ke, KaKk CBeXKeCBapeHHbIN Kode B ero
PYKE OTIIMYAJICS OT PACTBOPUMOTO.

AJlekc BAPYT OUIYTWJ Ha SI3bIKE BKYC CyXOro Kode, 3aKMHYTOro B pOT Tepe] OThe3IOoM, U
nomopuics. CTpeMsich OTOTHaTh HENPUSITHOE BOCIIOMUHAHUE, OH MOCKOpEe OTIHII U3 KPYXKKH.
SI3bIK OKyTasa MPHUATHAS TOPEUb, B KOTOPOW XOTEJIOCh 3a/IepKaThCsl MOIOJIbIIIE.

[Tpodeccop Tem BpeMeHeM He MojiepKall BECEblid TOH JeBYIIKHM M BbDKUAAATEILHO CMOTPEI Ha
Hee. Wrpa B msaenku npommiack Hegonro — KaTtepuHa B3oxHyna, Mpr3HaBasi CBOE MOPaKEHHUE.
[Tocnie yero noBepHyIach K AJIEKCY U MPEACTABUIIACD:

— Keiir.

Keiir. Karepuna. Konus. Tpu K.

Keiit, — moBTOpMI OH TIPO ceds, HETOPOIIMBO TOHsISI KOe BO PTy — CIOBHO Obl TIPOOYs
UMs Ha BKyC. 3aTeM OH MonpoOoBasl octaBivecs aBa. KedT emy noHpasuiock Oonbine. 1 TyT xe
MOYYBCTBOBAJI BHYTPH ce0sl TPEBOTY.

INouemy npoceccop He Ha3bIBaeT ee KpecTHhM uMeHeM? Heyxenn oH He Ooutcs ramya? —
POWIIKCH B €r0 TOJIOBE BOMPOCH. AJIeKC He OECHOKOMJICS MO MOBOAY BPEMEHH: HACTall ero 4epes
3aCTaBJISATh JEBYIIKY KAaTb.

— AJiekc, — HaKOHell IPOM3HEC OH, MporaThiBas Kode. — Paj 3HaKOMCTBY.

OH nocrapasicsi IpuaaTh rojocy BEeXJIMBHIA OTTEHOK, HO TIOOEIHbIE HOTKHM BCE-TAKH CMOTJIH
npopBarbcs HapyKy. KeilT ckpunHyia 3ydamu, HO HI4ero He CKazasa.

— Bot u omMuHO, — 0TBETHJI IMpohpeccop BMECTO Hee. 3aTeM HeOHOOPHUTETHHO MOKavaJl rojio-
BOM U TOOABUIL:

— KoneuHo, 311 Baiu no3siBHbIE. DPPEKTUBHOCTh 3alIUCU NEpecTaa 3aBUCETh OT SI3bIKA
CKOJIBKO, IeCATh-TIATHALIATD JIET Ha3a[?

— IIpodeccop! — AJjiekc He caep:kas KpUKa, MOpaKeHHBIN TaKUM KOIyHCTBOM. U, K cBOei
HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, YCIIbIIIAJ Tako! ke Bo3riac Keit. 1o ero cMytusio. OH nocnenni OTBECTH I71a3a,
YTOOBI HEHAPOKOM HE TMOMMaTh Ha ceOe 300HBIN B3MIAA AeBymkd. [lo cytu, mpodeccop Obi,
KOHEYHO, npaB. Ho roBoputh Takoe Bciyx?

[Tpodeccopa ata cutyarus, KaxeTcs, JUIb 3a0aBsia.

— JlagHo, 1aIHO, — OH NPUMUPUTEIBHO NOAHSIT PyKU. — 3aTO KaKOW KOMaHIHbIN AYyX. ..

— Ipodeccop, — nmpousHecna Keit yxe criokoiiHee, OTHAKO B €€ T0JI0Ce 3By4asIi 3HAKOMbIE
Anekcy crasbHble HOTKH. Kaxkercs, mpodeccop Toxe 3TO MOYYBCTBOBAJ U TIOCTIEIINII CMEHUTD TEMY:

— JlaBaiite ecTb, a TO Bce OCTbIHET. KatepuHa, Thl MHE HE TOMOKEIlb ?

He noxwupasich oTBeTa IeBYIIKHM, OH TIOBEpHYJICS K TUIMTE U Ha4Yasl HaJMBaTh Kode B Mocie/-
HIOI0 Yaniky. Keit mosya nojoiiia Kk otHoMy 13 1ikagoB U cTaja A0cTaBaTh OTTyAa Tapenku. OnHa,
apyrasi. Pyka notsiHyach K ABeplie, HO IpOTHYJIa — JEBYIIKA MPE3pUTEIbHO B3IMISIHYIA HA AJIeKca,
— W JI0CTaJIa elle OJHY.

OH 6e3MOJIBHO HAOMIOAT 32 TEM, KaK OHU HaKpBIBAIOT Ha cToil. [Ipodeccop mopaas aeBymike
0eJ10-XKeNTYI0 Kapexy, a Ta BUJIKOW MOMOTraja pacKjiajplBaTh ee Mo TapeikaM. Ilpe-ropaBarens u
ero nomornHuia. Kakoit adcypn. Hapyxky u3 Hero BhIpBajics UCTEPHMUECKHIA CMEIIOK, a Ha Iia3ax
BBICTYTIVITH CJIE3BI.
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[Tpodeccop ¢ MOMOIIHUIIEH TOCMOTPEIN HA HErO W TMeperissHyJIUCh, HO AJleKCy ObLIO BCe
paBHO. Mup ero oxugaHuii pymscs Moj BECOM HaKJIaJbIBAEMbIX Ha TapeJIKy )KapeHsIX Aul. Moxer
OBITh, 3TO KAKOW-TO PO3BITPHIII? — MPOMEJIbKHYJIA IATbHAS MBICTb.

— UYro, He 31010 *XAam? — nmpodeccop XUTPO yIBIOHYIC.

[Toxoxe, AJeKc MPOU3HEC MOCIEAHIO MbICb BCIYX.

— Her-x, — oH nonbITasacs OTBETUTh CEPhE3HO, HO EMY HE TO3BOJIMII CMEX.

— To nm eme Oyaer, — nooOeran npodeccop, CTaBs TapesKy rnepes napuem. — Enibre.

AJIEKC HAaCTOPOXXKEHHO M3Yy4asl COACPKMMOE Tapesku. [J1a3yHbs. [IBa BBITyYEHHBIX KEITHIX
«raza». [lobneckuBawoIye Ha CONHIIE, OHM Ka3aJIMCh MOYTH KUBBIMU. M 4eM JoJbIle OH CMOTpen
Ha HUX, TeM CHJIbHee CTAaHOBMJIOCH 3TO omrymieHue. Kaszanock, 4to oH cMoTpen B 6e31Hy, a OHa —
JKEJITHIM HEMHTAIONIUM B3IJIs1J0M — B3upaja B oTeT. [1o crimue mpodeskai xonoqok. OH 0CTOPOKHO
KOCHYJICSI JKE€JITKA BUJIKOM — TOT 3aApOXKaJl, pa3pyliasi WUTIO3HUIO.

Kak 310 MOXHO ecTb? — COIpPOTHYJICSI OH BHYTPEHHE, HO O3BYUUTh STOT BOIPOC HE PEIIUIICS.
Bnpouem, oTBeT ObUT y Hero nepeq riazamu — AruiioB ¢ Kelt yxe 3aBepimim Tparnesy u Tenepb
MONMBAIA KOhe, MUJIO O YeM-TO Oecemysl.

— Karepuna, — Beceo npousHec npodeccop. — Tbl He HAXOIUILb YAUBUTEbHBIM, YTO AAKE
B 9TOM IVTyIlIM HAC CMOIJIM HallTU?

Her, He 0 uem-10. O HEM — IIOHSUT AJIEKC, HO HE OO BUA.

— OueHb, — TeM BpeMeHeM CKYKCHJIACh JIeBYIIKA.

— Moxet ObITb, ITPaBAy TOBOPSAT MPOTIOBEAHNKY CMEPTH, U MyTH [Ipokcu HencroBeaAuMBbI? —
HE CKpbIBasi UPOHUH, MIPOJIOIKUI Ipodeccop.

Keiit He ynepskanach v (pbIpKHYJIA.

AJleKC OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU B3IPOTHYJI: 3yOUMK BHJIKM MTPOKOJION KEJITOK, M TOT HavaJl pacTe-
KaTbCsl 1O Tapesike. Benen 3a HUM 1o Testy pacTtekanach 3710cTh. CIoBa, BUepa MpUHECIIIE eMy CIo-
KOUCTBHE, ObLITM 0e3:KaI0CTHO BhICMestHbl. CHOBa 3T0 4yBCTBO. OH C CHJION CTUCHYIT BUJIKY.

— Wnu, — nve ynumascs npodeccop. — B Hammx Kpasix mosiBUIach OarofeTebHuUIa, YKa-
3bIBalOIIAsT 320 TyALIMM AyIIaM MyTh?

«bnarogerenpHuIa» UL OpOCHiIa Ha AJleKca KOPOTKUI B3IJIsi/L, HO HUYETro He CKa3asa.

— Moxer xBaTuT yxke?! — B30pBajcs OH.

[Tpodeccop yauBIeHHO MOAHSIT OPOBH.

— XBaruT? — yTOYHMJI OH, CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY BOOK.

— T'oBopHTH Tak, OyATO BHI 3/1€Ch OHK! — rojioc AjieKkca MPaKTUYECKH CPBIBAJICS HA KPHUK.

— Opuu? — npodeccop MoBepHyI1 rojioBy K nomorHuile. — Ckaxu, Katepuna, pa3zse mbl
371eCh OHU?

— Her, npocdeccop, — B TOH emMy OTBETHJIa JeBYIIKA.

— He nenaiite Bua, 4To BBl HEe MOHMUMaeTe! — OH BCKOYMJI M3-3a cTosia. OH MOMbITaJICs MPo-
JOJKUTh, HO TOJIOC COPBAJICS, M HAYAJIO CJISAYIOINIeH (ppas3bl BHIILIO HA BIOXE:

— ... TIpuexal cioja, urod npoutu [k, a He 3T0 BOT Bee!

Buuika noneresna Ha CTOM M, OTCKOYHB OT HETro C METAITMYECKUM JISI3TOM, UCTIAuKala CKaTepTh
HKEJITHIM.

[Tpodeccop MeneHHO OMyCTHIT YaIlIKYy.

— Ho s Bac efCTBUTENIBHO HE MOHUMAI0, — MPOM3HEC OH, YeKaHsl KaxJoe CJIOBO. — Bbl
MpuObLIM BUEpa MO3IHO BEYEPOM U JIETJIH CraTh. A CETOJHS BpeMsl JISKIMH ellie He HACTaJIo.

— MBpl.... 3aBTpakaem, — 3aKOHYUJ Mpodeccop, 0OBeIs PyKO CTOI.

CrnoBa npodeccopa nopeicTBoBaji Ha AJiekca oTpesisionie. I npaBga — 4ero oH Tak
BCITBIXHYJI?
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Bueparmnss ycranocth HakaTuiIa HOBoW BosHOM. CoH He momor. EmMy BIpyr cTano HEeJloBKO
3a cBoe mnoBeeHre. Ho n3BMHEHne BCTajlo B ropiie, OTKa3bIBasCh BHIXOAUTh. OIMyCTUB r1as3a, AJeKc
MOJT4a CeJl Ha CTYJI, C KOTOPOTrO B MbULY YCIE BCKOUUTb.

— Hy BOT 1 oTIUHO, — TOH Mpoeccopa CHOBA MOTerien. — A Terepb, He CTECHSUTECH,
paszienuTe 3aBTpak C HAMU.

— ...He eM JJOMAIITHIO eIy, — Hepa30opuuBO MpoOypUan AJiekc.

— BOH OH, UCTUHHBIH MTOCTIETHUIN YeJIOBEK, — BOCTOP:KEHHO ITPOKOMMEHTUPOBA Ipodeccop,
oOpamasce k Keiit. Ta nomxkasa ryOsl v JIMIIb TIOKavyasia rojIOBOM.

— ThI ToXke ObIJTa TAKON COBCEM HEeJJaBHO, — YKOPU3HEHHO Tpor3Hec mpodeccop.

— Henpaspna! — nporecryioie BockaukHya Keir.

— [lpaBna-npasna, — noaTBepaul mpodeccop.

— Ilocneanuii yenoBek ? — UrHOPUPYS UX Mepenaiky, nepecrnpocui Ajsiekc. B maMsTi BCIuibLI
BYEPAIIHUI BeYep U CErofiHsIIHEee TPUBETCTBHE.

— Bainie mo00nBITCTBO NOXBAJIBHO, MOJIONOH Y€JIOBEK. .. HO, O0I0Ch, BaM MPUAETCS MOA0KIATh
10 JIEKLIMU, — BEKJIMBO OTpe3al npogeccop.

Uepes cekyHy Ha €ro JIMIIEe CHOBA pacliBesia IIMPOKast yIbIOKa.

— AX J1a, Ha Hee He ITyCKAaloT TOJIOAHBIMH.

IMoceHuit KYCOK SIMUHUIIBL, YBJIEKaeMbIii TIOTOKOM Kode, TIPOBATUIICS B Oe3/IHY KeTyIKa.

HenacpITHOE XTOHMUYECKOE OOKECTBO, KUBYIIee B Oe3/1He, TOBOJILHO 3aBopUasio. ;KepTea Obuia
MpUHATA.

Kpenr 60xecTBa M, IO COBMECTUTENBCTBY, MpenoaaBaresb (puiocopru yMUpPAHUS, PEIId-
TEeJILHO BCTAJ M3-3a cTosa. Putyan Obul coOmoneH. J[IBrkeHreM pyKH MPU3BaB MOMOIIHUILY CIIE/I0-
BaTh 3a OO0, Tpoeccop MOKUHY. KyxHI0. Hy:KHO OBUIO TTOATOTOBUTH JIEKIIMOHHBIN 3aJ1 K TAMHCTBY
[ukna.

AJlekc oHsIICS W3-3a cToNa nociieHuM. HeoOXomumMocCTh TOTIOMEHHsT IOMAIITHEH MU OH
cues 4yacThlo vcnbiTaHus. Kak v (puHaNbHBIA Haka3 kperna — yoparh cO CTOJA Clie/ibl YyTPEHHETO
JepTBONpUHOIIeHus1. Bee 310 ObuT0 Masiol miiatoil 3a mpaBo Bridopa.

Vixe cros B 1BepsxX, AJIEKC IPUAUPYABO OKUHYJI B3IJIAIOM KyXHIO — OH BHEC €€ C JOCTOWH-
CTBOM. AKKYpaTHO MPHUKPBIB 32 COOOM IBEPh, OH TOCTIEIINI K IBEPU HAIIPOTUB.

Iukn Havascs.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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