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Taitna 3amka Becoopr

CMoTpuHBI

3a BepHyI0 Ciy)0y KOpoJib nokasoBai [Ipione baproiie 3aMOK ¢ OKpECTHBIMU JIePEBHIMH, TIJIO-
JopoAHble 3eMii U TUTYI rpada. Ero BennuectBo nounran baproiiio gpyroMm — TOT He pa3 AoKa-
3bIBaJI CBOIO IIPEIAHHOCTD M OJJHAXK bl CIIAC MOHAPXY KU3Hb.

CraB 3HaTHBIM 3eMuleBJIafienblieM, [Iplona 3amymaiicst O keHuThOe. BooOie-To B pomHoi
IepeBHE y Hero yxke Obuia keHa. Ho MuHyno opmHHaguath Jyiet, u Jplona mpeanodén 3a0bTb 000
BCEM, UTO CBSA3BIBAJIO €r0 C MPOLUIBIM. PoinTenu ero ymepiu e 1o noxona, a AifHa, Kak uThb JaTh,
Hauuta ceGe gpyroro. Jla ¥ ctapa, HaBepHoe, ctana. Eif, 107KHO ObITh, OKOJIO TPUILIATH celyac.

Camomy rpady 6puto uyTh Oonbie. OH CTaTeH, BBICOK M KPAacHB TOM MYXCKOH KpacoTOM,
YTO 3aCTaBJISAET yYalEHHO OUThCA jkeHCKHe cepaua. OT oTua-ceBepsHUHA eMy JI0CTalICs KPEenKuil,
BBIJIEPXKAHHBIN XapakTep, a OT MaTepU-I0KaHKM — Kapue I71a3a U CMyIJIast Koxa.

ITo cBoemy HOBOMY cTaTycy rpady Haliexano B3STh B KEHbI apPUCTOKpATKy. [ploia pazociai
T'OHLIOB K COCEJISIM, Y KOTOPbIX ObUTH JJOUYEPHU HA BbIJAHBE.

OTBeta OH kAaJ ABa Mecsla, HO TaK U He 0K JAJICH.

Buso, repriorn 1 6apoHsI COWwIN HOBOTO X03siHa BecOopra HeIoCTaTOYHO 3HATHBIM 1151 CBOHMX
nouepeil. Koneuno, baproiist Obl1 OChIIIaH KOPOJIEBCKUMM MUJIOCTSIMH, HO... HET B MUPE HUYETO
M3MeHuMBee MOHapieil 61arockjoHHocTH. CeroaHs [plosa Ha KOHe, HO 4TO OyAeT ¢ HUM 3aBTpa?
¥V Hero He OBUIO CaMOTO IJIABHOTO — APEBHEN KPOBH U CBSI3€H, UTO COCTABIISIIOT OCHOBY JIIOOOM OJ1a-
TOPO/IHOM TUHACTHUM.

VACHUB, YTO HUKTO U3 cOcelled He 3aMHTEPECOBaH B €ro NpeIokKeHUH, rpad perni BEOpaTh
’KeHy M3 MECTHBIX JieByleK. Hy u uto, uto 6e3 pona v rnjiemMeHH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH U caM OblJT CBIHOM IPOCTOMIOAUHKU. Koposb BO3HEC ero, JapoBaB 3eMJIH
u TuTya rpacda. Teneps [lpiosia BOJIEH CO3AaBaTh CBOIO JUHACTHIO C YUCTOrO JicTa. Ero xkeHa craHer
rpaguHel ¥ poAUT eMy HacJleIHUKA !

HayTpo ero opyseHocel 1 BepHbIil TOMOIIHUK Pany, o npo3suily «CBUCTYH», OTHpaBUJICS
OIOBECTUTh BCEX MOJJIaHHBIX, YTO B MOCJAEeJHUI JieHb jeta Ero Musocts, rpadg dpiona Baproiis,
HOBBII X031H becOopra, K AET B 3aMKe JeBYIIEK OT LIeCTHAIATH 10 ABaAaTh jJeT. OH caM HaMepeH
BBIOpaTh ceOe HEBECTY.

U B 32KUTOYHBIX KPECThSHCKUX JIBOPaX, M B JOMax MoOeqHee 9Ta BECTh BhI3BAJIA MEPETIOJIOX.
[MpeTreHaeHTOK HAOPaIOCh HECKOJIBKO AeCSITKOB. HakaHyHe Ha3HauYeHHOTO JTHS U3 PeIKOil TpyOsl He
IIET JBIMOK — MOYTH B KO ceMbe TOMWIN OaHI0, HapsikKaly J0Yb-HEBECTY, YTOOBI OTIPABUTh €€
K rpady. Enpa 3ansnack 3aps, K BOpOTaM 3aMKa MOTSAHYJIMCh KPBIThIE TOBO3KH.

ITpu BXozie AeByIIeK BCTpevas MUcapb, 3aHOCUBIIMIA UMl M BO3PACT KaXkI0i B 0COObII CBUTOK,
TI0CJIE YEro UX MPOMYCKaIU B 3aMOK.

KpecTbsiHKa ¢ IIMPOKUM JIMIIOM rOpsYO CIIOPUJIA C IMTUCAPEM O CBOEH JI0UYEPH.

— Bl g0/mKHBI €€ MpOIyCTUTD, € UCTIOMHMWIIOCHh IIECTHAALATh! — KpUyalia jKeHIIMHA. —
bruio ckazano. ..

— TloGoiicst Bora, aToit feBoUKe camoe Oonbioe — ABeHaaAnarh. S cam orer, MeHs He oOMa-
Helllb! — BO3paxas mucapb. — YXOAUTE, He 3a/lepXKuBaiite Jpyrux!

— JlepXku, — KpecThsIHKA CyHYJIa eMy MOHETY. — MoXeT, 3T0 3acTaBUT TeOst mpo3peTh! Moeit
JOYKE MUHYJIO IIECTHALATD!

— Ecim T8I ceffuac ke He yOepelbes, s1 KIMKHY CTPaxy, — IPUTPO3KUIT TUCAPb.

Térka, CXBaTUB U MOHETY, U CBOIO TIIEAYLIHYIO 104b, pyras nucaps Ha YéM CBeT CTOMT, OTIIpa-
BWJIACh BOCBOSICH, COITPOBOXKJaeMasi HACMEIIIKaM1 COOPABIIMXCS MOITIA3eTh Ha HeBeCT rpada 3eBak.
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BbsiHKa, 10Yb MEJBbHUKA, BBIIENSIACH CPEIM JEBYIIEK, SIBUBLIMXCS MOMBITATh CUACThSI, BBICO-
KMM pocToM 1 Oenm3Hoi koxu. Oterr 6ayioBan e€ u padbotaTh He 3acTaBisil. OH BepwJl, 4To Cyip0a
OyneTr OIarocKJIOHHA, U €r0 JOYb BBIMET 3aMyXk 32 KOrO-TO TIOBaKHEE, YeM OH CaM.

[IpetenieHTOK cOOpaIM B 10)KHOM KpbUIE 3aMKa, B CBETJIOM 3aJie, r1e ObUI HAKPHIT AJTMHHBINI
y3Kuii cTos1. Bo r1aBe ero BICJIOCh CTAPUHHOE KPECIIO C BHICOKOW CITUHKOM, OTJeJaHHOE UCKYCHOM
pe3booi, — 111 Xo3auHa. OHO CKopee HAMOMHUHAJIO TPOH U MOKa MyCTOBAJIO.

JleByIIKH, 9To modoituee, MbITAIMCh 3aHSATh MECTa MOOIMKe K «TPOHY». HEeCKOJIbKO 1axe mepe-
PYrajich, ¥ YETBEPBIX MPUIILIOCh PA3HUMATh.

Kpacasuiam Ob110 HEBIOMEK, UTO U3 MOTAHOTO YKPBITHS 32 HUMH HaOJIo1aeT cam rpad.

Korga ciyru yroMoHMIM AEBUIL M PACCA/INIIN UX, TIO]] 3BYKH ABYX CKPHITOK M POKKA OH HAKOHEI]
BOWIEN B 3a1. JleBymky Buaenu rpada Tak OJU3KO BIEPBbIE, U NMOTOMY KaJHO Pa3IyIsAbIBAIN €ro,
M03a0bIB O MPUINYHSIX.

Jlplona cierka KJIaHsUICS HallpaBO M HAJIEBO U C JOCTOMHCTBOM IIPOCI/IEIOBANl HA CBOE MECTO.
OH ycerics B Kpeclio, a BepHbii Pany Bctan psaomM. OpykeHocell ObUT CTOJIb MaJl POCTOM, UTO €My He
HYXKHO OBUIO HAKJIOHATBCS, YTOOBI IIEMHYTh YTO-TMO0 XO3SIMHY Ha YXO.

Korga-to Pamy 6bu1 ipuaBOpHBIM 11yTOM. HO Hactan neHs, KOrja OH MepecTal CIpaBIIsThCsS
CO CBOMMHU OOSI3aHHOCTSIMU: IITYTKH €r0 CTAJIM HECMEIIHBIMHU, a B3TJISIT — TPYCTHBIM.

Koposb oTiycTiit ero u B3sil BMECTO HETO HACTOSIIETO KapJIuKa — C UTPYIICYHBIMH PyUKaMH
Y HOKKaMH M TAKWM JIMIIOM, OJJH B3IJISIIT HA KOTOPOE yXKe BhI3bIBAJT CMEX.

Iptona HaHsut Pagy opyxkeHocrieM, 4ToObl TOT He ymep ¢ rojoay. Bc€, uro ocranock ot ero
MPEXHUX YMEHHUI, — 3TO OCOOBII CBHCT, 32 KOTOPBIN €ro 1 Mpo3Bain «CBUCTYHOM»: OH MOT H300-
pa3uth MOOYIO NTUILY, XOTh METyXa, XOTb COJIOBBSI.

JIbloa LEHU OCTPBI YM CBOETO OPYKEHOCLA U MPUCITYILIUBAICSA K €r0 COBETaM — IPOXKHUB-
Ui OOJBINYIO YacTh KU3HK MIPU KOPOJIEBCKOM JiBOpe, Pamy mmen GecrieHHbIN OMBIT: pazoupacs
B TOHKOCTSIX TPHUIBOPHBIX MAaHEP U MHTPHT, B KOTOPBIX BUEpAIIHUI comngar [lpiosa ObUT OIHBIM
HEBEK 0.

Ceitvac OBIBIIMIA IITYT 30PKO CJIEIWIT 32 JIMIIOM TOCIIOIMHA, MBITAsACh yraJarh, KTO U3 JIEBYIIEK
MPULIENICS EMY M0 QyIIE.

Jpiona Toxke 6e3 cTeCHeHMs! pasriisabiBai npenectHull. OHAKO TeX, KTO CH/IeT B KOHIIE CTOJA,
OH BUJIEJ IUIOXO.

— Kak ObITb ¢ ocTanbHbIMU? S OBI XOTEN BUIETh BCEX, — IICMHYJT OH TTOMOIITHHKY.

— He BonnyiiTech, Mol TOCNOAWMH, — TaK ke IMIENOToM oTto3Bajcs Pany. — Kaxnas Oyner
YIOCTOEHA YeCTH MOKa3aTh ce0si, U Bbl CMOKETE PACCMOTPETh X Kak ciemyer!

— Moxer, He cTouT Bcex? — BapToiisl ¢ TOCKOW NOCMOTPE Ha MpbILABYI0 M HECKJIAJHYIO
AEBUILY, TIHITABIIYIOCS CTPOUTH MY TJIa3KH.

— Yro0 BBI, rOCTIONH, TakK He nmoiaeT! Kaskaas u3 npuriameéHHbix J0JKHa UMeTh BOZMOKHOCTh
MIPOSIBUTH Ce0s1, — OCMENWIICS BO3pa3uTh Pany u 1o0aBuit: — Y3k MoBepbTe MOEMY MPUIBOPHOMY
OIBITY !

— JlagHo, — B3110XHYJ [Iployia ¥ BBITSIHYJT OIyCTEBIINIA KyOOK. — BuHa!

— Io3Bomio cebe mpemocTepeub Bac, — HajMBasi BUHO, mporientan Pagy. — CeromHsi Bl
peraere coOCTBEHHYIO cynb0y. JIydinie npuHUMaTh pelrieHue sicHbIM yMoM !

— VY06upaiics, — MaxHyJ1 pykou [lptona.

Emé Haxomsce B TalHOM yOexkuIle, OH 0OpaTiJl BHUMaHUE Ha POCIyI0 KpacaBHIly C TOHKOM
TaJIMel, BIITHBIM OI0CTOM U POCKOIITHBIMU JIBHSIHBIMU BosiocaMu. Ceiivyac ero B3rJIsijl UCKAJI e€.

OpyxeHocell, IOHSIB, YTO MePerHyJi MajiKy, C BAHOBATBIM BUJOM OTCTYITWJI Ha3a.

Korga tparie3a Oblia OKOHYEHaA, CIIYTH YHECTM CKaMbH, HA KOTOPBIX CHIEH TMPHUIJIAIIEHHBIE.
Tenepb AEBYIIKY CTOSUTH, COUBIIUCH B CTAlKH.
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Cam rpadg nepeMecTuics B IJIaBHBIH 371, TJIE CTOSLT HACTOSIIIIUU TPOH, HA KOTOPOM €I11€ HeJIaBHO
BOCcezial caM Koponb. VIMEHHO OTTyJa OH MpoBO3IVIacHIL, YTo ero Apyr Hptona baproiis — HOBBIN
x03suH becbopra.

I'pad cen Ha TPOH U U pacriopsAANJICS MPUIJIAIIATH JEBYILIEK MO OJHO.

[lepBoii BomLIa Ta camas MpbllliaBasi AeBULA.

Jlblona, eBa CKOJIb3HYB 10 HEHl B3IVIS/I0M, XOTeJ ke MaXHYTb I1JIATKOM, HO, YBUJIEB OCYK/IEHHE
B IV1a3aX OpYy’KEHOCIA (HAIVIbI MaJIblid YK€ IIPOHUK B 3aJ1 U CTOSUT y TPOHA), IEpeayMall:

— HazoBwu cebs1, autsa. — monaeiiss 3eBOK, cripocu piona. — OTkyna Tei?

— Ponutenu 30ByT MeHs LIBeTouek, — Ke€MaHHO Mpucena AeBylKa. — S KUBY Ha CMOJIO-
KypHe, Ha ToM Oepery Epbl. Moii 6aTiomka. ..

— Ckonbko Tebe sieT? — niepedu e€ [pona.

— CeMHaIaTh! — pajIoCTHO COOOIMIIA OHA.

— Xoporo, LlBeTouek, MOXeIb UATA, — MaxXHYJI IUIaTKOM rpad.

— Kak? CoBcem? — ra3a JIeByIIKM HAMNOJHWINCH clie3aMd. — $l He mpuiliach Bam IO
cepaiy?

Hpiona mocmotpen Ha Pany, ria3a KOTOporo, Ka3ajioch, BOT-BOT BbUIE3YT U3 OpOUT.

— 3a 3TUMHU JBEPbMHU €1lE MHOTO JIEBYIIIEK, — JIACKOBO CKa3aJl rpad. — MBI TOKHBI YIEIUTh
BHUMAaHUE BCEM, a YK MIOTOM peluTsb... [Toka uTo crynaii, L{BeTouek.

Pany c oberuenremM mpucBUCTHYI.

Creyiontyio aeBuily 3samu Mapa. OHa GblIa 13 IepeByIIKH VIOBHIIBL, UTO y Jleca, Tak 1 IIpo-
3BaHHOrO MoBHIKIM.

CrpoiiHasi, ¢ YEPHBIMH, KaK CMOJIb BOJIOCAMH, YOPaHHBIMHU B JJBE KOCHI, OHa CKPOMHO CTOs1JIa
nepen IpioJiof 1 OTBeYasa Ha ero Bompockl. Mix ObUIO 3a/1aHO OOMbIIe, YeM MpeablIyIe mpeTeH-
JeHTKe, U3 yero Pagy caenan BbiBoa, 4to y Mapsl ecTbh Hajiexkaa.

OpHaxo, Korza BolIA ABEHaALATas JeBYyIIKa, [Iploia MOHsI, YTO BCE OHU CMEIIATNCh Y HETO
B rosoBe. ['pac 3anoMHm ToIbKO NEpBBIX TpEX. OH NOMaHUI OpY:KEHOCLA U, KOrJa TOT MOIOLIEN,
MOITPOCKJT IPUBECTU POCIIYIO KpAaCaBULLy C JIbHIHBIMU BOJIOCAMM.

ToT KMBHYIJI, 1 BCKOpPE JIEBYIIIKA MIPe/ICTaNIa Mepejl X03siMHOM 3amMKa. OHa He Oblla HaBSI3UMBa,
Kak L[Berouek, HO U CKpOMHHUIIEH, Kak Mapa, He Obl1a. B oTune ot 4epHOBOIOCOW KpacaBHIIbI,
OHa He OITyCKaJia B30p, M CMOTpesia Ha rpada 6e3 crpaxa.

— Kak TB0€ nms, npenectHrnia? — royioc Jplosibl 3By4asn Marde, 4eM npexe, U opykeHocell
MTHOBEHHO 3TO YJOBWI. Tem Oosiee, UTO HU OJHY W3 MPEABIAYIIMX MPETEHIEHTOK XO3SIMH TaK He
Ha3bIBaJL.

— BbsiHKa, — neByIiKa yIbIOHYIaCh, U CIIETKa MpUcea, CKIIOHUB XOPOIIEHBKYIO TOJIOBKY 4y Th
BOOK.

— Ckonbko TebOe Jet, bpsiaka? — JIpiosia MoAoImEN K Held COBCeM OJTM3KO U, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY
K €€ 1uiedy, BTsAHYJ Bo3ayx. — OTKyza Tl Takas?

— IllectHaguarb, — rojoc €€ Mpo3Byvall, Kak KOJIOKOJIbUMK. — S noub MesbHuKa SHoma.
Ham nom BuaHO u3 okHa Baiein Mutoctu.

OHa nojioniia K OKHy U ocMorpesia Ha Jlpiony.

I'pad nmomomEn k Hel, ¥ OHa CTajia MOKa3bIBaTh KyAa-TO BHU3, I/I€ B 3€JIEHU JEPEBbEB BUHE-
JIUCh KPBILIN JOMOB.

—I'me?

— BoH Tam, — e€ TOHKMI1 NAJIbUMK yKa3blBaJl HallpaBJICHHE.

Jpiosnie, 4ToOBI yBUIETH IOM, PUIILIOCH IJIOTHEE MPUKATHCS K OeApy AeByiku. OH MOKpacHel,
160 OIM30CTH IOHOTO TeNa BhI3BAJIa B HEM Krydee keiaHue. Ho 1oHast KOKETKa, BMECTO TOTO YTOObI
OTCTPaHUTbCS, MOBEPHYJIACh K Tpady, U TENepb OH HE BUJEJ HUYET0, KPOME Mapbl 3arOPEJIbIX IPYIOK,
APa3HUBIIMX €T0 M3-T10/] 0e3KAIOCTHOM IIHYPOBKH KopceTa. ['yObl JeByIITKY MPHUOTK PHUIKCH, a IJ1a3a,
HalpOTUB, CMYLIEHHO OMYCTUINCh. VIX MPUKpPHIBAIN IJTMHHBIE PECHULIBI.
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BbsiHKa JieiicTBOBaIa TOYHO TaK, KaK HaKa3aja efl Mauexa, a YK Ta 3Hajia TOJIK B OOOJIBIICHUH
MYKYMH.

«Kak Toy1K0 OYyBCTBYEIlIb, YTO €0 IUIOTh BOCCTaJIa, — HACTABJISJIA AYepULly MEJIbHUUMXa,
— He nyraiicsa. OTKpoics eMy HaBcTpeuy !»

He B cunax coBnagats ¢ codoi, [piona BOWICS B HEXHbIE TYOBI IEBYIIKH U, TPyOO MIPUTSIHYB
e€ Kk cebe, 3aCTOHAN OT HACIAXKICHUSI.

«Ho ne naBaii emy Bc€ cpasy, — 3Byuasl B rosioBe besiHKM rosioc Mauexu. — OH 10JKeH T1e0s
3aX0TeTh, a MOTOM JoOMBaThcs. BapToiiss — BouH. MyxuuHa. EMy HemHTepecHa JE€rkas 1oOb4ax.

[TopaBumcey nouenyio, AeBYyIIKa Ka3ajach pa3MsKIIEeNd U MOAATIMBOW, HO e€Ba ApOoXkaliue
pyku JIpIosbl PUHSUTICH pacyThIBaTh IIIHYPOBKY €€ KOPCeTa, OHA aXHyJa U OTCTPAHUIIACh.

— ¢l yectHas neBymika! — mpolnenTana oHa, Monpasisis COMBIINECs U3-TI0J TUIATKA BOJIOCHL.
— Yo BBHI 0 cebe BO3OMHMIN?

— Kasxercs, s1 Hamén cede HeBecTy! — 3apIXasich OT CTPacTH, Bo3BeCTHI [lpiosia, MOBEPHYB-
IIUCh K OPYKEHOCLLY.

VYernpimag 31y clioBa, BesiHka mopo3osena ot ynoBoibeTBH. [1nan Mmauexu cpadorain! Ona cra-
Het xo3s1kon becoopra!

— BBl 10JKHBI IPUHSTB BCEX, MUAJIOPI, — CAEPKaHHO MOKJIOHWICS Pany. — TakoB MOpsIOK.

— K uépry nopsinku! — mpopsruan [Ipiona. — 4 xemnaio, 4ToObl 3Ta IEBYyIIKA cTaja MOen
JKEHOU KaK MOHO ckopee!

— HyxHo 1aTh BOBMOKHOCTb OCTJILHBIM, YTOOBI M30€XaTh 00M1 1 KPUBOTONKOB. [IposiBuTe
MYIIPOCTh U T€PIIEHUE, MOM TOCTIOAWH, — IIEeNHYI [Iplojie Ha yXO ObIBIIUK IITYT.

I'pad HexoTts cornmacuics.

Pany nomommén k ynpidatorieiicss BesiHke, B357T €€ 1O PyKY | MOBEN K JIBEPU.

— Crynaii 1oMoii, Muiasi. Mbl U3BECTUM O pelIeHUH €ro MUJIOCTH, — MPOUIETITA OH EH.

VY nBepu BbsiHka obepHynach U Iep3Ko B3MIsiHYIa Ha [piomy. TOT HEMHOTo YCIOKOWJICS, HO
B3IJIsA] €ro BCE emé nbuial. IloTom neBylka okaTuia JeAsHbIM B3ISI0M OpYyKEHOCLA.

«[IpoTUBHBIN HETOMEPOK, — ToayMasa oHa. — W dero 3to rpad ero tak ciymiaercs? Hy,
HUYEro, KOT/ia 51 CTaHy TYT XO3SIHKOH, EpBbIM AEIOM OTIPABIII0 KOPOTHIIIKY B OPOIASYUIN LIUPK».

B oTMuHOM HAaCTpOEHMM OHA MOKHMHYJA 341y U, CBHICOKA OKMHYB B3IJISIOM JIEBYIIIEK, 10XKHU-
JaBIIMXCS CBOEW OYepe/id, MOCHelnIa IOMOW, YTOOb! paccKasaTh OTILY ¢ MaueXxou 00 ycriexe.
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baaropoanas Hesecra

I'pad co ckyuarommm JUIIOM CMOTPEN Ha OYepeIHYIO HEBECTY. Bee IeByIIKy, 1oj1 KOHEll Ka3a-
JIUCh EMY Ha OJIHO JIMLO. [Ipiosa MOII0KWII Ta0Hb O IEKY.

— Ilorepnure rocnonyH, — MIENHYJ EMY OPYKEHOCEL], — UX OCTAJIOCh BCETO JBE!

— Yr0 32 HaKa3aHbe! — HUYYTh HE CTECHAACH JEBYIIKH, BOCKJIMKHYJI Iplo1a. — YK€ HAYMHAET
TEMHETb !

Bapyr co cToponsl ynuisl pa3aaics 3ByK CUIHAJIBHOIO pora. Jplojia BMECTE ¢ OpyKEHOCLIEM
OpPOCUJIMCh K OKHAM, MOMJIAAETh, UTO 32 IIyM.

Y BOpOT 3aMKa CTOsiIa KapeTa ¢ repooM JBOpstHCKOro goMa bapko.

— Yo 3a gpsaBon? — mpodopmotai cede no Hoc [plona, — WaM-Ka y3Haid, 4To K 4emy,
CaucryH.

Pany nomeén, Ho 4yTh He ObUT COMT JIBEpPBIO, KOTOpAsi C CHJION pacliaxHy/lach, BIYCTHUB J0POM-
HOI'O OXpaHHUKA.

— Moi1 rocniofyH, — MOKJIOHWICS BEJIMKAaH, — TaM, Y BOPOT NOCJIaHHUK KHA34 Borapaa
Bapko! U ¢ Hum, npoity npouieHss, 18e 1ambl!

— Yr0 32 1aMbl? — OKUBUJICS OpY:KEHOCeLl, — OJIaropojiHbIX KPOBeit?

— Ta, uTo Mono)e, Ha3bIBaeT cedsl KHSKHOM Maprut, — MOKJIOHWICS OXPaHHUK.

— Tak 4uT0-ke Thl, OapaHbs OalllKa, 3aCTaB/IsICIIb KAAaTh UMEHHUTBIX TOCTeN? — BOCKJIMKHYJT
Hpiona. — ceiiuac xe Beau ux ciopa! Pagy, — oOpatuiicst oH K opykeHoclly, — MUToM Oerv Ha
KYXHIO, ¥ paclopsiiIuCh, YTOOBI HAKPBUIM CTOJ B MaJsiol 3aiie! Y pactonure Tam KamuH !

— A 41O *Xe [eNaTh C TeMHU JBYMsi? — POOKO HAallOMHHJI OpYXEHOCEl], KUBHYB B CTOPOHY
ABEpH, — TOPSIIOK TPeOyeT. ..

— IIpoBonu. N3BuHuck. [ait neHer HakoHen! — [Iptona xonui B3aa-BOEPEN, epolia BOJIOCH,
— u30aBbCA OT HUX JIIOOOH LIEHOM !

— Ho, rocrionuH. .. ux Beero aBe! — coxui pyku Ha rpynu Pany.

— 4 otnan npukas! cnonHsi! — pbIkHYJ Ha Hero baproiis. — MeHs KAyT rocTy noBaxHee!

Korza kamuH B MaJIoi 3aje ObUT Pa3oskikEH, MOCIAHHUKA KHs3s Bapko ¥ MOJIOIYI0 KHSDKHY
npoBoawiM TyAa. EfBa oHM paccennch Ha NPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE [UISI HUX IOYETHBIE MECTA, B JIBEPSX
NoKaszajsicsl 60raTo ofIeThlil YeJIOBEK MPEKJIOHHBIX JIeT.

— Jloporue rocti, — M3bICKAaHHO MOKJIOHWICA OH roctsim. — [Ipomty Bac, pacniosiaraitecs !

IIpu B3I7IA7A€ HA HETO, JIULIO MOJIOAOM KHSKHBI HECKOJIBKO pa3 U3MeHWI0ch. OHa IpHUHSIIA CTa-
pOro KacressiHa 3a rocroguHa. BrHoto BceMy OblUla TOJICTast 30J04€Hast 1Ielb LiepeMOoHuiMericTepa
Ha €ro IIee.

JleBy1iKa 4TO-TO IIEMHY/Ia CBOEMY CITyTHUKY M OHHM Pa3MECTHIIUCH 3 IIMPOKUM JyOOBBIM CTO-
JIOM, Ha KOTOPOM, KaK IO BOJIIEOCTBY, CTaJM BO3HHUKATh OMIOA C jKAPEHOM AWYBI0 U KYBIIHMHBI C
BHHOM.

— Xo3zsuH 3amKa becbopr u okpectHbix 3emenb, Ero Musocts, rpag ptona baproiis! —
TOPXKECTBEHHO OObsIBUJI KACTEJISIH.

Mornonast rocTbsi ¢ oOJIerdeHreM BhIIOXHYJIa M 0OpaTuiia B30p Ha IBEPHO MPOEM, B KOTOPOM
MOSIBUJICS] MY’KCKOHM CHITY3T.

E€ criyTHUK nocnenHo BCTall, MPUJIOKWI PYKy K TPyAM U HU3KO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY B 3HAK OCO-
ooro yBaxeHus. KHskHa ocranack cujieTh, OHa JIMIIb CJIerKa CKJIOHWIIA TooBy. Jlplosia MOJOIEN K
HUM, HE CBOJ IJIa3 C IOHOTO CBEXKEro JIMUnKa Maprur.

— Pajg npuBercTBOBaTh Y ce0si B 3aMKe CTOJIb OJaropoaHyio ocody, — rpady, B3sT pyKy
AEBYIIKH U MPUIOKWII K Ty0aM, 1ocie 4ero oOpaTuiics K e€ CIyTHUKY: — BbI IPOE3A0M?

— Her, Bama Musocts. Mbl ¢ ieMKaTHON MUCCUEN, — MOKJIOHUJICA MOCJIaHHUK, — €CJIU
YTOJHO, 1 ...
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— Her, Her, momunte! CHauana Bo3JaiuM JOIKHOE YKUHY, — Jlplosia IMYHO ycaaus MociaH-
HUKA 32 CTOJI, HE JIaB JIOTOBOPUTh. DTO HECKOJIBKO MPOTUBOPEUMIIO ITUKETY, HO IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIME
clieJlaJii BUJI, 4TO HE 3aMETHIIN.

Cam rpad cest Ha MPOTUBOIIONOKHYIO YacTh CTOA, M OTTY/1a UCTIOABOJIb MOIISAABIBAJI HA TOCTBIO.
ITO KPECThSHCKHX JIEBYIIEK MOKHO TOXHMPATh IJ1a3aMH, a 3[eCh HaIOOHO coOsToaTh TUKeT. [1pu-
uwsl. [lpiona HeHaBUIEN BCE 3TH YCIIOBHOCTH, OH ObLT YeJIOBEK MPOCTOM, BOeHHbI. Ho u3 yBaxeHus
K TocTsIM, U K Borapay Bapko, oH crapaiicst aepxatb cebsi B pamkax. CMOTPUHBI OTHSUTH Y HETO YMY
CWJI, U OH 3/10pOBO Tporosofaics. Ho xenast TOHpaBUTBCS TOCThE, OH €11 He PyKaMu, Kak OOBIYHO,
a C IOMOLIBIO BUJIKU M HOKa — I10 HOBOHM MOJIE.

[IEnKkHYB naabiaMu, YTOOB HATIOMTHUIM KyOKH, XO3MH JOKAAJICS, KOTAa IOHBI BUHOYEPITHIA
CIIPaBUTCS C 3TUM JEJIOM, I10CJIE YEro MPOBO3IIACKI TOCT:

— 3a mpeKpacHyIo rocThio!

OH ycnien pasrsaers Maprut. KHskHa 1 BIIpsIMb ObLTa XOpoII1a cOO0M: BHICOKMI YUCTBIN JI0O,
OonbliMe romyoble 171a3a, KallTaHOBBIE BOJIOCHL. .. OHA HAIOMUHAJA (peto U3 CKa3ok, KoTopbie [piore
B JIETCTBE PaccKa3plBajia €ro MaTyIlka.

ITocne Tpanessl NOCIaHHUK, MOKJIOHUBILUCH, BPyUUII Ipady CBUTOK.

— Yt0 Tam? — nouHTepecoBajcs baproiisi.

Emy ObLIO CTBHITHO IPU3HATHCS, UTO, B OTIIMYME OT CTAPOM 3HATH, OH, HOBAs 3HaTh, ObUT HErpa-
MoteH. Ho, moxosxe, Noc/IaHHUK He AOIMYCKaJl TAKOW MBICIIU, U PELLIL, YTO rpady IpOCTO JIEHb YTPY K-
nathb ceOst uteHueM. [IoaToMy OH caM pa3BepHYJI €ro U MPoYE:

— «Ero Munocrs, kHa3b Borapn bapko, skaiyer Bam B :k€HbI CBOIO J04b, Maprur»! — oH
KalUISHYJ, U 100aBUJI OT ceOsi: — caM KHS3b B MPEKJIOHHBIX JIETaX, M HaJIeeTCsl KaK MOJKHO CKopee
YBUJETh BHYKOB!

— Jla, Ham M3BECTHO, YTO HACJIeTHUK poaa BapKo cloxui rojoBy B HepaBHOM 0010, — IPO-
roBopuJ [Iptosia, — niepesaiite KHs3I0 MOU COXKAJIEHUS 110 STOMY ITOBOJLY.

— B 3TOM HeT Hy)/1bl, — OTO3BAJICSI IOCJAHHUK, — KaK TOJIbKO Bbl TOATBEPAUTE CBOE HaMe-
peHue xeHUThcsl Ha Maprur, s u3Beny Kusi3s. 1, camoe Gosblnoe yepe3 Tpu Hesiesid ero MuiocThb
C HeOOJIBIIION CBUTOM OY/IET 3/1eCh, YTOOBI MPUCYTCTBOBAThH HA BaIllel cBajpOe.

— IIpekpacHO, — MOAHSI CBOM KyOOK [lpona.

Ero B3m1s1 ackan HeXHYIO 1I€10 I0HOW KHSIKHBI, pyKaM He TepIesioch OLUTYTUTh IPOXJIaay eé
BOJIOC, & TIPY MBICJIH O TOM, YTO OH CTaHET 3aKOHHBIM MYKeM O0COObI IBOPSTHCKUX KPOBEH, MOJHUMAIA
HE TOJIbKO JyX.

Crnyru rpacda npuroroBua Maprur KOMHaTy B TEIUIOM KpbUIE 3aMKa, HEJAJIEKO OT MOKOEB
camoro Jlptosbl. KHskHA moskenara, 4ToObl ¢ Hell HoueBasia v e€ ciyxaHka, Po3a, v e€ sxenanue ObLIo
YIOBJIETBOPEHO — B KOMHATE YCTAaHOBWJIM JOTOJHUTEIbHYI0 KpoBaTh. Po3a Obuta Ha JecsATOK JieT
cTaplie CBOEl IrOCMOKH, Ta 3Hajla €€ C cCaMoro JeTCTBA, M OTHOCKJIACh K HEll OUeHb TeIlio. A ceryac,
OKa3aBIIKCh B 4yXKOM JIOME U TIOIaBHO, HE XOTeJIa OTIyCKaTh €€ OT ceOst HHM Ha IIar.

— Hy, kak Bam 6apon? — crnipocuia Po3a cBoIo rocnoxy, akKypaTHO pacuéchiBasi iepe]i CHOM
€€ BOJIOCHI.

— OH He 6apoH, — I/ Ha KaHIeJs10p ¢ AI0KUHOM ropsIKX cBevyei, oTBeThIa Maprur, —
BCEro JIUIIIb, rpad.

— Hy, Tak kak Bam rpag? — Po3a npuHsiiach 3a1uieTaTh BOJIOCH TOCIIOXKHU B KOCY.

— OH... — Maprur HakJIOHWJIa TOJIOBY, — OH CJIMIIIKOM UK U HeoTécaH. K Tomy ke, HeoO-
pas3oBaH.

— B myxunHe 310 He maBHOe! — yBepeHHO 3asBuia Po3a, — yx nosepbre!

B s10T camblii MOMeHT, [Iplosia OTOPSIHYJ OT OTBEPCTH S, MPOAETAHHOTO B CTEHE CMEKHOU KOM-
HATBI, U TIO3BOJISIBILIETO €My HAOMIOAaTh CIIMHY CITY)KaHKW W CJIBIIATh pa3roBop. JIuio ero ropeno,
KYJIaKU C)KUMAJTUCh.
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Emy Ob110 TIOOOMBITHO Y3HATh, YTO AyMaeT O HEM KHS)KHA, U €My He TIOHPAaBUJIOCh TO, YTO OH
yensiman! «[Iuk! Heorécan! HeoOpasoBan! — ma 4to oHa o cebe BoO30oMHMIIA!»

OH cHOBa TIpUIIAJI K OTBEPCTUIO, THITASCh YCIIOKOUTH JIbIXaHHE:

— A 4T0 Xe Torja iaBHoe? — cripocuiia Maprur.

— YTOOHI TACKOBBIN OB, — MeuTaTeIbHO B3I0XHYa Po3a, — kak moit Cumon. Takoii Obu1
30JI0TOM YeJIoBeK !

T'onoc cnyxanku 3aapoxan 1 Maprut npuHsiach €€ yCroKauBarh:

— He oropuaiics, Po3a! Beith MokeT 31ech, B BecOopre, Tl HaiiIEIb CBOE cyacThe !

— Her-ner, rocnioxa, He Haiiny. Takoro, kak Mot CUMOH, He ChICKaTh Mo Bceit 3emuie! Ternepnb
s1 CMUpEHHO Oy[y ’k/1aTh BCTPEUYM C HUM Ha Hebecax !

Jlptoa cHOBa OTHPSIHYJT OT cTeHbl. OTKPOBEHUs CITy’KaHKH ObUTM eMy HemHTepecHbl. KHskHa
3ajena ero 3a xkuBoe. EMy 3axoTesioch BOpBaThCsl K HAIMEHHOW JIEBUOHKE, CXBATUTh €€ 3a PYKH,
BBIBOJIOUD HAPYKY U 3aNMXHYTh B KapeTy, YTOOBI OTIPABUTh Ha3al, K € 3HaTHOMY marnairie!

Ho on cnepxancs. Benp Torma emy npunuiock Obl TPU3HATHCS, YTO OH TIOACTYIITUBA. . .

K Tomy e, OH BCTIOMHIIT, KaK JIEBYIIIKa CMOTpeJia Ha Hero. BcroMHwI, Kak mopo3oBesia, Korjua
OH HEB3HAYall KOCHYJICS €€ PYKH.

«To1 Oypenb Moei» ! — mnokJisics [Ipona, — «u, 9Y€PT MEeHs JepH, €CIM Thl HEe BITIOOUIIIBCS
B MEHSI, KaK KOIIIKa».
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Tanuasgs koMHara

Bepnysimch k cebe, [piona He pa3zaeBasich, JIET Ha KpoBaTh, HO He cMOT 3acHyTh. OH BoOoOpa-
KaJl, Kakou OyeT ero repsasi OpayHasi HOUb CO 3HATHOM JICBYIITKOM ?

Bynyun congatoM, OH 4acTo MPUHYXIAT K JIIOOBU OJaropofHbIX JEBYIIEK U KEHIIMH. bbuta
Cpely HUX M HEBUHHAsl, IOYTH JeBOouKa. OHa 0COOEHHO 3alIOMHMJIACH EMY.

Jlploia iepBbpIM BOpBAJICS B JIOM e€ OTLA. BhIcTpo M GeciryMHO OH OTpas3uil HamaJeHue JBYX
MY’KYMH, KOTOpble OPOCHITICh Ha HETrO, KakK TOJbKO OH BOIIENT — 3TO ObLI CaM XO3SIMH JI0Ma U €ro
cbiH. OHM, BEPOATHO, 3aMETWIN, KaK OH IIepeceKall IBOP.

CrpiHa Jlptosia yOus1 OJHUM yZIapoM, a CaM BEJIbMOXa, €II€ YTO-TO MbITAJICS CKa3aTh, 3aKUMast
CMEpTEJIbHYIO PaHy Ha Iee, U3 KOTOPOM, CKBO3b MaJblibl OeXkasa KPOBb.

Jpiosia pemm, 4To CTapyuK MPOCUT MPEKPATUTh €ro My4eHHs, 1 00e3JIaBUJI ero yaapoM Meua,
CUMTas, YTO OKa3aJl EMy MUJIOCTb.

OmasneB ot KpoBH, bapToiist 6pocuiics O TOMY B OMCKaxX OOraToi MOKHBBI.

IOnas kpacaBuia Obl1a 3acTUrHyTa Bpaciiiox. OHa cuzena, Moaxas HOTM, Ha MaTpace, Cpeu
aTJIACHBIX TOAYIIEK, M BepTesia B pyKax KaKylo-TO )KEHCKYIO Oe3/IeNnIly — KakeTcs, 3To Oblia TioOe-
TelKa, KOTOPYI0 OHa IPUAUPYMBO pacCMaTpUBaJa.

Heckoinpko cekyn oHa cMoTpea Ha [Iploity, a OH Ha He€. JleBouka JEpHYJIach B CTOPOHY OKHa,
HO [Iplona oKa3ajcsi MpOBOPHEE M CXBATUB €€ 3a PYKY, C CHIION Opocui oOpaTHO, Ha Marpac. [piona
YAUBUJICA, YTO OHA HE IUIaKaJla M He ITPOCKJIa O TIOIIAZE, Kak MpovKe ero keprebl. OHa JMIIb Conea,
VIS HA HETO C HEHABUCTBIO AUKOM KOIIKH.

Iloka oH pBaJ HA HEW MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE OZIEXK[Ibl, OHA COIPOTUBJIAIACH, KAK TUTPHUIIA, HO
KOI'Z1a TMOHSJIA, YTO OH BCE PABHO €€ BO3BMET, yMYyAPHIIACH IIPOIIOTUTD 5] IIPEKAE, YEM €TI0 ropsiee
«KOIbE» BOPBAJIOCH B €€ y3KO€E, IEBCTBEHHOE JIOHO.

Sl GBI ciipsiTaH B OMHOM U3 SIPKUX TOAYIIEK. [eByIKa mpeKkpaTuiia COnpoTUBIEHNE, 0OMaHyB
JIploiTy, KOTOPBIiA pelInII, 9To OHa HOKOpUJIach cyapoe. [1oka OH nblTasicst BOWTH B HEE, eMy MPHIIIOCh
OTIIYCTUTb €€ PYKH M OHa MOJIHUEHOCHBIM JIBUKEHMEM BBIXBATUJIA MAJIEHBKUN IIAPUK U IIPOIJIOTHIIA
ero. Jlptosia ObUI CIIMIIKOM 3aHSAT, YTOObI 3aMeTUTh 3T0. JIoOysch, Iaaui oH e€ ynpyrue Oeapa u
IIeNTal, KaK yMeJ, rpyoble KOMIUTIMEHTHI.

— Ilpumu MeHs, — menrai oH, He OI03PeBas, UTO A7 yKe Hadall CBOE IEVCTBUE.

Konuas, oH cmoTpen B €€ Takue NpeKpacHble, racHynye Iiasa. Bc€ 3akoHUMIOCh O4YeHb
ObIcTpO. [IplosIa XOTeJ MoLesIoBaTh €€ Ha MPOIIaHbe, HO TYT YBU/IEN KPOBABYIO MEHY Ha MOOEEBIINX
ryoax.

I'ma3a geBouYKM ObLIM MOMYOTKPBITHL. Ibl0sIa 3aKPbUI UX, HO €€ B3IJIsA]] OCTAJICS C HUM HaBCer/a.

OH BcrioMuHAI €€ KMBOYM M 9acTo (paHTa3MpoBaJl, MpeCcTaBisisa cede e€ 61arockJIOHHOCTh. U
ceiiuac, BCIIOMHMB O HEl, OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ CHJIbHOE BO30ykaeHHe. 13 ero mokoes ObUT OTAHOM
BXO[, B ITOJBAJI.

JIbrona B3sJ1 CBEYHOM CBETWJIBHUK U CITyCTUJICSI BHU3, B Pa3BETBJIEHHBIN NTOA3EMHBIA KOPUAOP,
I7ie B OHOM M3 HUII ObUT MCKYCHO 3aMAaCKMPOBAaH BXOJl B TailHYI0 KOMHATYy.

Tam, Ha JepeBAHHOM TOITYAHE, JIEKAIM PACIIUTHIE 30JI0TOM LIAPOBAphl IOHOM MEPCUSHKH, €€
IUIATOK Y MOpBaHHasl TyHUKa. JIptosia crpé0 BCE 9TO U MOIHEC K JIMILY, MOCTIE YerO CHOBA aKKYpPaTHO
pas3IOKWI HAa TOITYAHE.

OH cH: ¢ ceds KOkKaHbIi MIMPOKUI peMeHb, Pa3Bs3all IITAHbI U MOCJIE HECKOIBKUX SHEPIUY-
HBIX JIBWKEHUM PYKOM M3JIWJI Ha IIapoBapbl MOIIHBIM IIOTOK ceMeHU. EMy Iokaszasock, 4To rie-To
PAIOM pa3fajics 3BOHKUM, HEKHBIM CMEILOK.

Hprona npucaymancs. [Tokazanocs?
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«KT0 31€CHh»? — HErpOMKO CIPOCHII OH, M €My MOKa3ajoCh, YTO CBEYA B JIaMIle 3a4aJuiia.
3acTernyB peMmeHs, [lptona cen Ha Tonual. [lnams gaBano npuyyaavBbIiA OTCBET HA OIHY M3 CTEH,
IBE pyrue TOHYJIM BO Mpake.

O KOMHarte, CKpHITOM Cpey HHIII, [{piosia y3Ha CITyJailHO: OOHAPYKWJI B SAIIMKE CTApOro CTONA
IU1aH nojBasia. BHOBb HaHsTas MpHcIyra CKopee BCero He 3Hajla O KOMHATe, U YK TOYHO He MoCMera
Obl IPOHUKHYTh BHYTpPb. BO3MOXHO, O KOMHaTe 3HaJl cTapuk Buiib, iepeMoHMMeNcTep — OH CITy-
KU elg MpeXHEMY X031HY, IO TOro, Kak TOT 00e3yMell ¥ TPOrHaJ BCEX CIIYT.

[lepBeiii pa3 okazaBIIKCh B KOMHaTe, bapToiis yBUIe MHOKECTBO CTAPUHHBIX IPEIMETOB: TaM
ObLIM CYHJIyKH C UCTJIBIIIEW OAEXKIOM, KaKMe-TO KOJMObI, CIMTKH METAJUIOB, HETIOHSTHBIE MOPOIIKU
Y IIPOYUIl XJIaM.

Crapslil 3aMOK MPHIILIOCh 3aMEHUTh — Y Tpada He ObLI0 Kimoda. Terepb KOMHATa 3arpasach
Ha HOBBIM — KJIIOY OT Hero ObLT ToBbKO Y [ptosbl. [laxke ero mooumer Pany He viMen BO3MOKHOCTU
IIPOHUKHYTh B TaliHyl0 KOMHATy B OTCYTCTBUE I'OCIIOJMHA, U MOT TOJIbKO JIOTaJbIBAThCS, UTO TaM.

Hpiona pacniopsianiicst yopath BCE, OCTABUB BHYTPH JIMII CTON. Tyaa ke MpUHECIN TOITYaH,
€ OH BIOCJIEICTBUM PA3JIOKUI OAEKIY JEBYIIKU. Ty camylo Oekay, KOTOPYIO pBasl B )KUBOTHOM
CTPEMJIEHHH CKOpPEHIero oonaiaHusl.

[Nepen Tem, Kak MOKUHYTH JOM BEJIbMOXH C HArpaOieHHbIM, [Ipioa CHSUI C IEBYIIKU OfICKIY
Y TIOJIOKHJI B MEIIOK, K OCTILHOM OOBIYE — 30JI0THIM MOOPSIKYIIIKAM U KHUTE.

3aTeM OH C yBakeHHEM OOpPSIIIIT COBEPIIEHHOE TeJIO TOKOMHHMIIBI B UMCTYIO, [UIMHHYIO pyOaxy.
Croxu efl pyKd Ha TPy/IM U TIOIIEJIOBaB B JIOO, MOJHEC K e€ aTIacHOMY JIOKY (pakes.

Koraa Bo¥icKO MOKUIaI0 TOpos, 10M BeJIbMOXKH TIbLIAJ, KaK MOrpeOabHbIN KOCTED.
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IIpoucumecrsue B jecy

I'pacd ycHy:n TonBKO NOX yTPO, KaK pa3, KOrga CTapblil CIyra BBITYCTHII IITULL CO CTEHBI 3aMKa.
Bo3morkHO, Bee Tpu 100epyTces 10 rofyOssTHUA CTApUHHOTO IoMecTbsl bapko. A BO3MOXKHO, U HE OfiHa,
HO TAaKOE CIIy4aJoCh HEYACTO.

ITTrupl fomxHBI M3BECTUTH OTHA Maprut o ToMm, uto rpad plona baproisa coderaercs ¢ ero
JoYepblo 3aKOHHBIM OpakoM. CBaibba cOCTOMTCS HE paHee, YeM KHs3b npuoynet B becoopr.

W3Bectre o xeHuThOe [Iplonbl Ha 10HOH HaceiHuLEe posia Bapko pacKaThiiock, MogoOHO BOJHE,
Y JIOCTUTHYB COCEIHUX 3€MeJb, TYT K€ BBIHYAMJIO 3HATHBIX COCE/IEH OTIIPABHUTHCS B 3aMOK, YTOOBI
HaHeCTH BU3UT bapToiie 1 ero HeBecTe, OTMETUTD IIOMOJIBKY M TIOJIyYMTh TPUIJIAIICHIE HA CBAIbOY.

Ho, 0CHOBHO¥ 11€71b10, KOHEYHO, OBUIO JIMIIb JIIOOOMBITCTBO — BCEM XOTEJIOCh B3IJISIHYTh Ha
Maprut, HeBecTy xo3siuHa becbopra.

B oxupgaHny KHA34 TAHYIMCh JHU. ['pad noka3biBaa HEBECTE CBOM BJIAJICHUS U JAaXe YCTPOUII
B €€ 4ecTb 0xoTy. [Ipoe3xkas co cBUTOM MMMO JIEPEBHU, OH YBUJIEJ CTOSIBILYIO Y IOPOTH IOHYIO Kpa-
CaBUILy C JIbHIHBIMU BOJIOCAaMU. DTO Obl1a bpsHKa.

B cepaue meBenbHYIOCH YTO-TO BPOZE COXAJIEHHSI, YTO OH OOMaHyJ HaJeKabl AeBymku. Ho
TeTepb PSIOM C HUM, Ha Oesloil KoObljle exasia IoHast KHspkHa Maprut. E€ ropaast ocanka rosopuiia o
TOM, YTO IMEHHO OHa JIOCTOWHAas X03siiKa 3amKka becoopr. B Heil omymianack crats 1 6;1aropojcTso.
W rpad orBepHyIca OT J0YEPU MEJIBHUKA, CIEJIaB BUJ, YTO HE ITPU3HAI €.

BbsHKa 1UTIOHYIa BCJlel OXOTHUKAM U nodexana K Jomy. Benen el Hecimch HacMelKku jepe-
BeHCKUX. YTo K, OHa caMa BUHOBara: pazbonTaia BceM, 4to Jlptona baproiis BOT-BOT MPUILIET 3a
Hell cBaZieOHYI0 Kapery.

[MoroBapuBanm, yro Mauexa BpsHKEM He Ope3ryer KonnoBcTBoM. Ho B jaHHBII MOMEHT OHa
HUYEM HE MOIJIa [IOMOYb CBOEH NaJUeEPULIE, U JEPEBEHCKUE HACMELTHUKY C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM LIy TUIIN
Y Ha 9TOT CYET.

Tem BpemeHeM, Hauanach oxoTta. [locie BToporo HeynayHoOro 3aroHa, OXOTHMKH, BO IJIaBE C
Jpiosioll perniy nepeJoxHyTb. Ha BbIOpaHHOM MoJIsiHEe OCTaBUJIM IATPhl, PACCTEININ KOBPBI, a Ha
HUX pa3MeCTUIM KOP3UHbI ¢ (PPYKTAMM, CBIPAMH, XJIEOOM U BCAKOW APYTof CHEIBIO.

JIbtona, yBJIEKIINCh MTPECIEAOBAHUAMU KOCY/IM, OCTaBWJI YaCTh CBOEU CBUTHI, CPEJU KOTOPOU
OblIa M €ro HeBeCTa, M03aJu, ¥ BEPHYBIINCh, CTAJl BICMATpUBaTh MapruT cpein MOIbe3KaloImuX
BcaJHUKOB. Ho M0J10/10¥ KHSIKHBI He ObLIO BUAHO. [Iplosia og03Baj Opy:KEeHOCLA.

— 91, CeucryH! Ilouemy 4 He BuKy cBoer HeBecTol? I ie Maprur?

— 41 Toxe He BUIEN e€, rOCTIoNH, — 03a004eHHO Mpou3Héc Pagy, — BoT, pa3Be uto SIHorma
cripocuTb. OH, KaK MHE U3BECTHO, €XaJl MOCIIEAHNM.

— Kakoro fHoma? MenbHauka? — Bckpuvai [Iplona, ¥ cXBaTUB OpYKEHOCLA 3a KamM30J1, OTO-
pBaJI €r0 OT 3€MJIA, — CIIpalIMBai KOO XOY€Elllb, HO HAlIi MHE KHSIKHY !

OnHako 1 mogbexaBImii SIHOII He CMOT OTBETUTD, Ky/a rojeBaiack Maprurt. [Touecas 6opoxy,
MEJIBHMK JIMIIIb BCTIOMHWJI, YTO KHSKHA yexaJsa BIEPEN, U ¢ TeX MOp OH €€ HE BUMEIL.

TosBKO YTO sICHOE, MpUBETIMBOE HEOO 3aTAHYIM TyuyM. [loroga CTpeMUTENbHO MOPTUIIACK.
Csurta, HE cMesl IPUCTYIUTH K Tpare3e MpexIe, YeM 3TO CHEJAeT XO34MH, TOJKJIACh BO3JIE PasJlo-
’KEHHOM CHEJU, ITI0Tasl CIIOHKU.

3HaTHBIE JaMBl, KEHBI BBICOKOPOIHBIX COCEIEH, caeTeBinmrecs: B becOopr Bhpa3uTh CBOE mouTe-
Hre baproiie u ero HeBecte, 0OCYkJajdM IMPOMABUIYI0 KHsUKHY. OHM ObUTM HEJOBOJIBHBL. Maprur
MOKa3aJ1ach UM CJIMIIKOM BBICOKOMEPHOM, a TeMnephb eIIE 1 cTajla MPUIMHON 3aiepKKu odera!

Ha camom nene, coceickue ;x€HbI MPOCTO 3aBUAOBAJIN AEBYIIKE, €€ MOJIOAOCTU U Kpacote. K
TOMY Xe, e€ OyIyIIMid My ObLT Ha XOPOIIEM CUEeTy Y KOPOJIsi — TOT BBICOKO IIEHMJT 3aCTyrH Tpada,
LIEAPO OJapwWJl, M HAa3blBajl HE MHAYE, KaK «MOH JIpyTr».

— Dii, HaM HY)KHO BO3BpaIIaThcs B 3aMOK! — KpukHysna Kamuna, BnoBa 6apona Illtaiina.
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— [a! Tonbko nornsiauTe, Kakue Ty4u! — KyTasich B €éHOTOBYIO HAKHUJIKY, TOCMOTpelia B HeOO
rpaduHsa AHHA. — 37aK Henouro u npoctynuthesi! Ensa m mbl ycrieem BepHyThesi B Becoopr 10
noxas!

— Bor u s roBopio, — 3akuBana OapoHecca IlITalilH.— HaIO TMOCHENINTh, €CIU XOTUM
nobparscs 10 BecOopra npesxae, yem HauHETCS Oypsi! OToOenaeM B 3amke!

Omna ouenb coxasiena, yto [lptona baproiis He nocrancs e€ noapyre Anue. ['paduns Takxe,
Kak 1 cama OapoHecca, Oblla BIOBOM, U CO CMEPTHIO My’Ka yTpaTuia BIMsIHUE TIpH iBope. Bee, kpome
Kamuiuiel, mokuHym e€.

Baproiiss 1 AHHa 4dynecHO MoOIM Obl AOTIOJHUTH APYT Apyra: y AHHBI MOAPACTATN JETH OT
01aropoHOro Cynpyra, KOTopsiM Obl He Tiomeniaia npotekims dpionel. [Toka oH B haBOpe, oH MOr
Obl 1 caMmy AHHY BEpPHYTb KO JBOpY!

Bwmecro storo, Baproiisi nmokycuiicss Ha 1eBYOHKY Bapko, KoTopasi BbliiJsl 3a HEro, MOHU3UT
CBOM1 cTaTyc, cTaB rpaduHei, 1 OyaeT poxaThb AeTell He OT KaKoro-HuOyJb replora uiv KHsss, a oT
owiBIIeTO conpadona! AX, Kyaa KaTurcss Mup!

Kamusna yneibanace HeBecte rpada, HO B aynie He nmoHumasa e€. OHa He 3HaJla, YTO pellieHue
o cBaibOe Maprut ObUIO MPUHATO Oe3 e€ KHsKHBI. OHa BCEro JIMIIb MOAYNHUAIIACH BOJIE CBOETO OTIIA
— Borapna bapko.

A ceifyac 6apoHecca MaJOIYIIHO TMpeacTaBlisia cebe, Kak KHsOKHA 3a0JIyIniIach, WM CTajia
noObruert pazooiHMKoB. OHa MevTasa, uto Maprut He BepHETCS, U Torja e€ moapyra AHHa CMOXeT
MONBITATh CYACTHSI.

I'pad crosin Ha hoHe rpo3HOro HeOa, Kak Oor BOWHBI. Berep Tpemas ero crapblii CONIaTCKUi
TU1aII, KOTOPBIA OH HUKAK He Xkejlajl CMEHWTh Ha OoJiee HapsTHBIN, COOTBETCTBYIOIIUI €ro MOJIoXKe-
HUIO.

— locnonuH, BamM HaIJIEKHUT MPUHSATH pellieHre, — CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY opyskeHocell. — ['octu
nporosiofanuck. Kpome Toro, Hamsuraercs rpo3a. Hy:kHoO Bo3Bpamiarbcsi B 3aMOK !

— Kowns! — ucrnoasio6es mocMoTpesn Ha Hero rpad.

Bonblile He cka3aB HU CJIOBa, U He oOpallasi Ha 3apONTABIIYI0 CBUTY HMUKAKOTO BHUMAaHMS,
Jlpona, Kak TOJIbKO eMy TIOJBETN KOHsI, BCKOYMJI B CEJIO M YCKaKal B Jiec.

CTtaHOBUJIOCH BCE TEMHEE, MO/ XOJIOJHBIN BETEP.

— CoBceM MoTepsisl TONOBY U3-3a 3TOHM JeBYOHKM Bapko, — XMbikHyna OapoHecca IltaiiH,
Kak TosbKO Jpiona ckpbuics U3 Buay. — Mbl ¢ rpadpuHeit Bo3Bpaiiaemcsi, He Tak Jii, AHHa?

Ta ¢ TOCKOH MocMOTpesia Ha rpo3siIue B3JIeTeTh B TEMHOE HEOO MIaTphl, U KUBHYJIA.

— Koneuno, 3to pazymuee Bcero!

Hu onmHa 13 qBOPSHOK, TPUOBIBIIUX HA TMOMOJIBKY Tpada ¢ KHSKHOM, He Moryia cebe TpejicTa-
BUTD yKaca, KOTOPBIH UCTIbITaNna MapruT, oOHapyKuB ceOsi Cpeiv TEMHOTO, BHICOKOTO Jieca.

Benas koObu1a O6nauko CIOTKHYNIACh, M MOJIOfAsl KHSDKHA He yaepskaiach B ceqyie. OHa yrnaia
C JIOIIaJU MPSIMO B U3YMPYIHbI MOX, CMSAIIMBIINI yap.

Maprut ouHysach He Cpasy, a OTKpbIB IJla3a, MOMbITANACh MOAHATHCS. B ronose irymero,
6onena Hora. JleByIlKa B yKace OrJIsAbIBAIACh 10 CTOPOHaM — OOCTYIHMBIIIHE CO BCEX CTOPOH Jepe-
Bbs myranu e€. Jlomaay Hurae He ObUTO BUITHO.

— O06mnauko! — KpUKHY/A KHSDKHA, TPUJIOKUB JIAJI0HU KO PTY — I 371eCh !

W Brpyr, o uyno! Baaneke cnabo MOCIBIIANOCH JIOMAIMHOE pKaHKe.

«O0bmauko» ! — oOpamoBanach Maprut u nocrienia Ha 3ByK. [IpuxpamMpiBasi Ha OfiHY HOTY,
OHa I1UIa HATIPSIMKH, HE JIyMasi O TOM, YTO KECTKHUE, KOIOUME KyCThI [IAPAIAOT €€ OXOTHUYIHMIA KOCTIOM,
3a KOTOpHBIH €€ oTell, KHA3b bapko oTnan Hemasble JeHbIH.

KHsxHe HewacTo yaaBanoch ObIBaTh B IMKOM JIECY, OHA BBIPOCJIAa B MECTHOCTH, TJ1eé OCHOBHOE
MIPOCTPAHCTBO COCTABIISUIN OOIIMPHBIE MACTOUINA, PACKUHYBIIUECS Y peK. [lepeBbsi eciiu 1 pociiu, TO
B OCHOBHOM, 3TO ObUTH O€pE3bl, BBl M KIIEHB — CBETJIbIE, POTHBIC.

15



M. Menka. «TaitHa 3amka BecOopr»

A celiyac e€ OKpyXaJl XBOMHBIN O0p. BeTBM OrpOMHBIX €JIell M COCEeH Iapanajiy XMmypoe HeOo,
Y MOYTH HE TIPOITYCKAJIM CBET, YTO OBUIO OYEHb M0 AYIEe POCIIEMY Ha 3eMJie aOPOTHUKY.

Brpyr Maprut ocranoBusiack. OHa Gosbliie He CIbIIajia HIYero, KpoMe CKpHIa CTaphix jaepe-
BbEB, HAIIOMUHABIIUMI 3710BelUi cMeX. CTpax CKOBaJI IOHYIO KHSIKHY.

— O0nauko! — OTYaSABIIUCH, KPUKHYIA oHA. — OOMauKo, TAe Thi?

Brpyr cripaBa He€ n€pHYJICS MaNOPOTHUK, CJIOBHO MO HUM KTO-TO ObUL. Maprut noBepHyJiach,
HO TYT e JBHKEHHE MOBTOPUIIOCH clieBa. CJIOBHO B KyCTax MAaNOPTHHUKA IEBEIMIIOCh YTO-TO OTPOM-
HOE, CTpaIHoe.

— Kr0 31ech? — mpousHeca oHa, MepTBesi OT yKaca.

BooGpaxeHnue pucoBasio e OrpOMHOTO 3Méesl, KOTOPOTo CKpBIBAIOT 3apociu. OHa He BUUT, HO
OH BO3MOXHO, YK€ C)KUMAeT BOKPYT He€ CBOE CMepTeIbHOE KOJBLIO.

Brpyr B3risa e€ 3ametun urypy. Baaneke crosin yenoBek u cMoTped npsiMo Ha He€. Eii 6110
HE BUJIHO €ro0 JIMIA — OH CTOSIT HA MPUJIMYHOM PACCTOSIHUU.

Maprut xoTesa KpUKHYTb €My, HO C33/11 YCTIbIIIajia IyM U Tpeck BeTok. OHa oGepHynach. K
HEe, CKBO3b 3apOCiIH, Tipodupaics e€ xeHux, [pona baproiis.

— Maprur, — cKa3aJl OH, OKa3aBIINCh PSIIOM, — HAKOHEI[-TO 51 OOHapyKuJI Bac!

I'pa¢ kazancsa ucnyranapiM. OT HEPBHOTO HANPSIKEHUsI OHa OpOCKIIaCh My Ha TPydb U pas-
pblIanack.

— Boxe, 31ech Tak crpamHo... u Obnauko nponana! $1 ynana, a moToM... HaBepHOe, OHA Y
TOro yesioBekal

— Kakoro? I'me? — /Iptoia mocMOTpes B HallpaBJICHUH, Ky/a YKa3bIBaJl IPOXKAIIUI TaJiel]
aeBymiku. Ho Tam yxe HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— Wcues, — mporiernrania AeByilika, — HO, Bellb Bbl BepuTe MHe, rpad?

— 4l Hamén Bailly HaKMIKY, — CKa3aJl OH, — TaM, 1€ Bbl ynaiau. Eie s Hamen BepeBKY.
O061auKo CMOTKHY/ACh HE TIPOCTO TaK!

— Onu ykpanu eé!

— Bo3moxkHoO, 310 ObITH pazdoiitHuku! Ho mouemy He TpoHynu Bac? Benp Bbl Kyaa Oostee 1ieH-
Hasi 100bIYa, MOsI JOporasi, YeM Kakasi-To KoobLa!

bBnennoe U110 IEBYIIKMA HAYaI0 PO30BETh.

— 41 Tak GnarogapHa, YTO BHI CAC/iA MeHsl, rpad!

Jlblona B35 KHSKHY Ha PyKM M IIOHEC TyJa, Ille IpUBs3al cBoero KoHs. Ilocagus e€ Bepxom,
rpag oBKo B3oOpasics mo3anu He€. CocenctBo Maprut ObUIO BOTHUTEIBHO HACTOJIBKO, YTO €MY,
4yTOOBI ceOs1 He BBIIATh, IPUIILIOCH BBI3BATH B IAMSATH yBsiIIMe rpesecty OdapoHeccsl LTaiiH, KoTo-
past ypsiMo MpoJIOJKajia BHICTABIIATh MX HAIOKa3.

Jlposia ObUT OMBITHBIA BOMH U MPEBOCXOAHBIN cieqonbiT. OH pacrio3Hat 3acaay W MPeKpacHo
MOHMMas1, YTO YCTPOMBIIHNE €€ Pa30OMHUKM MOTYT HAXOOUTHCS MOOIM30CTH, MOTHAI KOHS BO BECh
OTOp, TaK OBICTPO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOXHO C IBYMSI BCAJJHUKAMH.

Samymerna suctBa. Hauasicst CUIbHBINA JOX/Ib, HO KPOHBI IEPEBbEB CIEPKUBAIM HATIOP BOIbI.
Bcio MOLIb CTUXUH BCAAHUKU OIYTUJIM, KOTI'la BbIEXAJIN U3 JIECA.

[To mpubkITHIO B 3aMOK, [Ipiosia pacriopsiiuiicsl pa3kedb KaMUH B KOMHATe€ CBOEH HEBECTHI.
OOBIYHO TOMMJIA TOJIBKO 3UMOM, HO OeHS)KKA TaK MPOJPOIJIa, YTO 3yObl CTYJaIH.

Korpa cnyxanka, HakpslB Maprut oesijioM, IpoBOAWIA €€ MUMO KOMHATBI, TJE MPOYKe FOCTH
pa3BJiCKaJIk cebs KapTOYHBIMHA UI'PaMH, HECCKOJIBKO J1aM BBIIJIN TOIVIA3€Th HA KHAKHY.

— Hy u e xe BH mpornajgand, Muias? — Tnoa0oveHsch, cripocria 6apoHecca Illraiin, u
HE3aMeTHO MOIMUTHYJIa CBOEH mojpyre AHHe.

— 4 3abnynunack, — cryva 3y0amu, oTBeTHIIa Maprut, — a rocJje ynaa.

— Kak ynana? Heysxenu c yiomaan? — palocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA GapoHecca, — BaM TOBE3JIO,
MUJIasi, YTO BbI TIOCJIE STOTO MOKETe UATH CBOMMH HOTamu!

16



M. Menka. «TaitHa 3amka BecOopr»

— Jla, Kamwna mpaBa, — 3akuBajia AHHA, — MOU Oe/IHBIT MYX, HalT[pUMeEp, TaK U He OIpa-
BUJICS TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK yIaJ ¢ Jiomaau. Tak ¥ CKOHYaJICS Ha TPEeTUH JIeHb, OeTHsIKKa !

OnHa NopeIBUCTO MepeKpecTHiach U ycTaBuiach Ha Maprut. Ho kHskHa, nopjaepxuBaemast
Po3oii, nponomkuia myTh B CBOI0 KOMHATY, HE YIOCTOMB AHHY OTBETOM.

B komHare Ob1T0 TET10, HO He AyIIHO. LIBeTsl, cpe3aHHble HakaHyHe M0 pacropsikeHuto rpada,
pacnpocTpaHsuIM HeHbI apomar. Kpome kamuHa ocBellieHre AaBajio NATHAAATh CBEYEH, UX CBET
OTPaKaJIo ¥ CTAPMHHOE HAIOJIBHOE 3€PKaJIo.

JeBy1ika 3a0panach N0 ONEsII0 U HATSIHY/Ia ero 1o camoro Hoca. Ensa Po3za Beiia, 4To0Os!
MIPUHECTH XO3SIMIKE TOPSIYEero rpora, Kak B IB€pb IOCTy4YaId U BOLIEN rpad.

OH ycren nepeoneThesi, HO BOJIOCH €ro BCE enié ObLIM BJIaXHBIMU: OH TaK ke, Kak U Maprurt,
IIPOMOK IO HUTKH.

— Kaxk BoI ce0s1 uyBcTByete, Maprut? [To3Bosnmte? — CpoCHT OH, PUCAXUBASICh HA KPaeIleK
KpOBaru.

— 4 ouennb 3amEpana u ycrana. A eme MHe kanb O0nauko, — OTBETH/IA KHSKHA. — KaK OHA
Tam, OeqHasl, B JJecy?

— 4 nomxeH cripocutsb Bac, — Jlprojia IOHU3MWII TOJIOC, — HE COYTUTE MEHSI HEBEKJIUBBIM. .. C
BaMU BC€ B nopske? f xores y3HaTh, HE HyKEeH JI1 BaM JieKapb?

— IMouemy BbI cripaimyBaeTe? — B €€ rojioce MOCIbIIaIach 0OUAa. — s TUIOXO BBITTISIKY ?

— Yro Bbl! Her! — BocksmkHyn [Iploa, — OpoCTO BBl yNAJM C JIOMIAAU, U IPUXPaMbIBaeTe.
4 momymant... Moxert ObITh, UTO-TO Bac OecrokonT? B 3amKe ecTh JieKapb, sl XOTeN paclopsAUThCs,
YTOOBI OH OCMOTpEJ Ballly HOTY.

— Her-ner. 4 B nopsinke, mpocto ymmoaack HeMHOTo, — 3aBepuiia rpadga Maprut. Eii Obu10
MPUSATHO ero OecrokoicTBo. — EmE 51 ycrana u ronosa kpyxurcs. Ho 310 mpoiaér, Hy’KHO pOCTO
OTIIOXHYTb.

— Torna cnaBHO, — ynsIOHYIICA [plonia, — oTabixaiTe, qoporast! 3aBTpa s MOKaXy BaM HEUTO
ocobenHoe! J[lo6poii Houn!

— JoOpoii HouH, rpad, — cKa3ajia oHa IIpexkie, YeM OH aKKYPaTHO MPUKPBLT 32 COOOM IBEPb.

Bckope BepHynack Po3a, npunecia rpor.

— BrimeiiTe, BaM cTaHeT Jierye, — CcKasajia OHa, IojaBasi CBOEU rOCIoKe CTaKaH TEMHOM KU/I-
KOCTU. — $1 caMa IPUroToBuiia ero! 31ecb HUKOMY HeJlb3sl JOBEPATD!

— [ouemy 1Bl Tak gymaenb? — crpocuiia Maprut, B3siB CTaKaH.

ChyxaHKa 3aMs1ach, IPEXK/IE YEM OTBETUTD.

— 4 capimana, kak ciayru 6aponeccsl IItaitH oOcyx1anu Bac. MHe coBceM He TIOHPaBHITUChH
UX LIyTKH, — OITyCTUB IJIa3a, MOJIBIJIA CITy’KaHKA.

— Jla HamieBath, 4TO AyMAalOT YbM-TO CIYI'M, — KHSDKHA cleJajia IJIOTOK TEIUIOro rpora u
MIPUKPBLIA I71a3a.

B e€ ronose Bcé emé 3Byuan rojoc baproiiu: «c Bamu Bc€ B nopsiake? He HyxeH i Bam
Jekapp»?

— Ecnm oM NO3BONSIOT ce0e Takue pa3roBOpbl HACUET Bareit MUocTy, 3HaUUT, CIBIIATN
AypHOE OT CBOEH X031KH, OapoHecchl! — yBepeHHO 3asiBuiia Poza. — Tak nim nHaue, BaM HaJloOHO
JepkaTh yX0 BOCTPO!

— He Bonnyiics 3a MeHs, Po3a, — Maprut jonuiia rpor U BepHyJia il CTakaH, — MbI 3/1eCh
0], 3AIUTON XO391HA 3aMKa !

— BuI Gostbilie He cuuTaeTe ero MyXJIaHOM? — TIOTYITIJIACH CITyKaHKa.

— Her... moka oH BeJ€T ceds1, Kak OIaropoIHbIi phillapb, — Maprut ormycTiaach Ha TIOAYIIKY
Y 3aKpbUIa IJ1a3a.
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ZKasp, uro B 3TOT pa3 [plona He noacyman pasroBop. Onu ¢ Pagy o6cyxaaim, KTo U ¢ Kakon
IIEJTBI0 YCTPOWI B JIECY 3acajly Ha KHSKHY, M PHIIUIA K BBIBOALY, UTO CKOpPEe BCETo, 3TO ObLITM MECTHBIC
Pa300MHMKH, KeJaBIIie TIOXUTUTh 3HATHYIO JaMy C IIEJIbI0 BBIKYMA. ploa CIyTHYJ HX.

Y TpoM MecTHbIN KPeCTbSIHUH MPUBET K BOPOTaM 3aMKa Oetyio KoOsuty. OHa 3aruia B ero oro-
POa, ra€ OH BbIpallIUBAJI KAIlyCTy W ITPOYUE OBOIIU. CHavana KPECTbAHUH XOTCJI OCTABUTH JIOIIAdb
ce0e, HO 3aMeTHB Ha Hell JI0pOryio cOpyIo, He PUCKHYJI U OTBEN B 3aMOK.

Pany ToTyac monoxuin 06 3TOM XO3SIMHY, W TOT PACHOPSAUIICS HArpaJiTh YECTHOTO KPECThbsI-
HuHA. O01aYKO OTIPABUIIA Ha KOHIOIIHIO.
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JIopHa, xeHa MeJbHMKA

Ionas B oM fHoIa BriepBble, OHA Besla ceOsl TUXO M O4€Hb CKPOMHO. MeNbHUK B35 €€, Uyke-
CTpPaHKy, B CBOM JJOM, IIOJILCTUBLINCH Ha SIPKYIO KpacoTy. 3a exy U KpoB JIopHa cormnacuiiach cTps-
naTh U NPUNIALBIBATE 32 BbAHKOM, MaJIEeHBKOM JOYKOU MEJIbHUKA. MaTh IEBOYKU B TO BpeMs T'Of,
KaK CKOHYAJIach OT BOJISIHOM OOJIE3HU.

Kak u cnenoBasio oxuaaTh, MoJI0KeHUE MPUCITYyTH ObICTpO HacKyumio JlopHe. OHa OTIIMYHO
MOHMMAJIa, YTO IMPOCTO COOJIA3HUTh MEJIbHUKA HE10CTaTOUHO. OH POCTO CTAHET MCIOJIb30BaTh €€ He
TOJIKO KaK MPUCIIYTY, HO M KaK OecruiaTHyio moOoBHHUILY. [Tostomy JlopHa He criemmia NCIbITHIBAaTh
Ha SIHoIIe CBOM )KEHCKUE Yapbl, M ITpeceKalla Bce ero HaMEKM Ha Om30cThb. [1o mopsl, 10 BpeMeHH.

«TyT HY)KHO CpPeJCTBO MOMOIIHEE, HEXKENN ITPOCTOE COMTUE» JyMaJsla XUTpas keHIHa. OHa
pelmIach MpUMEHHTh JTIOOOBHOE 3€Jbe, YTOOBI MEJIbHUK CTaJl €€ CITyTroi, a He Ha0OOpOT.

Ha VBanoB aeHb moau ckaspiBaid, YT0 JIOpHY BUAEIM OIHOBPEMEHHO B HECKOJBKMX MECTaxX
— Ha CTapoM KJIaJI0uIIe, Ha peKe 3a MeJibHULEeH 1 1o jopore B Kiesel, rae no ciayxam, xui yep-
HOKHWXHUK, TOPTYIOIIUANA BCIKON MEP30CThI0 — OT «BEPEBOK BUCEJIBHUKOB» JJO IPAKOHBEN KPOBH,
XOT$1 MOCJIEAHETO JIPAKOHa, MO CIyXaM, YOWJIU MAThCOT JIET Ha3al.

Mo:xeT 1 OpelIyT CIJIETHUKHU, HO IIPaB/a B TOM, YTO OUYEHb CKOPO MEJIbHUK CTaJl CaM He CBOM.
[Mepecran nocemark TaBepHy «JlexOwuine kabaHa», riae 0OBIMHO COOMPATUCH BCE MYKIMHBI OKPECT-
HBIX JE€pEBEHb. XOIWI CMYPHOU, KaK T€Hb. A IOTOM JIIOOW Y3HAJIM, YTO ITPUCITYKHULA MEJbHUKA
CTaja ero ,eHou.

Ortroro i, yto fHomIy CTajo CTHIIHO, @ MOKET IPOCTO MPUAKUMUCTBIA MEJIBHUK XOTEJI CIKO-
HOMMTb, HO CBabOBI HE OBLIO, YTO OUYEHb PACCTPOMIIO MECTHBIX TbSHHII.

Ho MenbHMYMxa pazapaxaiia He TOJIBKO MX: OHa Aep3uiia MyKy U Ilepeuria Ha I1a3ax y JoOpbIX
JIOJEN, YTO CHUCKAJIO i c1aBy CKJIOYHMLBL. HecMoTps Ha To, uTo SIHOII OyKBaJIbHO BHITALIUI €€ U3
Ipsi3U, OHA MO3BOJIsIa ceOe HaCMeXaThCsl HaJl HUM.

UYepes HeckonbKo JeT bbsHKa, 10Yb MeNbHMKA, BBIPOC/A U CTajla HACTOAILIEH KpacaBULIEH.
JleByIIKa BOCXUILAJIaCh Ma4eXoi M XOTh €l MHOM pa3 ObUI0 OOMIHO 3a OTLIA, OHA HE 3alllMIlaJia ero,
YyBCTBYS1, UTO UIITH TOTIEpEK BoM JIopHBI — cebe Jopoxe.

SHom 3a necATs JieT cocrapwics, a BOT JIopHa, HanpoTuB, noxopoluesna 1 pacusena. OHa He
I0CTapesia HU Ha I'ofl, ¥ BBIVISZIENA CTapIIed CECTPOU CBOEH NMaayepuLbl bpaHku.

NmenHo B 10 Bpems B BecOopr Bbexan kKoHHbIN oTpsia Ero Benmudectsa, kopons WimTBana
CenpMoro. 1o mpaByio pyKy MOHapxa Ha BOPOHOM jkepeOlie B Ooratoii copye Bocceiasl KOpOJIeBCKUH
(paBopur, [Iptona baproiis, nmpomeammii myTs OT MPOCTOrO Coljara 10 KOMaHAYIOIIETO.

K Tomy BpeMeHH 3aMOK He yCIiesIi pa3opuTh J0T/Ia — €ro NpeKHUI X0351H, 6apoH XeJbMo,
UcYe3 32 HECKOJIBKO MECALIEB /10 OKOHYaHUs BOWHBI. Koposb cuén GapoHa npenareneM U oObsBU,
YTO OTHBIHE UMEHHO JIpiona baproiis ABiAeTCs MOTHOBIACTHBIM XO3MHOM 3JCIIHHUX 3€MEb, U, B
YAaCTHOCTH, 3aMKa.

INoxanoBaTh TUTYS OapoHa KOpoJb [Ibloie He MOr — TakoBbl ObUIM 3aKOHBL. M1 KOposib caenat
cBoero oonmia rpagom. Tot ObUT ¥ TOMY HECKa3aHHO Pal.

Korna criycrs Bpemst Baptoiist 00bsIBIII, UTO KeslaeT caM BBIOpaTh cede HEBECTY U3 CBOMX MOJI-
naHbIX, DbsTHKa HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAJIACh, YTO OH BhIOEpeT e€. Mavexa yMmesio MOANUTHIBAIA STy
YBEPEHHOCTh, U yUMJla JIeBYIIKY BCAKMM JAMCKHUM IITYYKaM M YBEPTKaM, KOTOpbIe IOMOIJIM Obl il
HE TOJIbKO 00paTHTh Ha ceOsi BHUMaHUe, HO M pa3keub B TPYIU MYKYMHBI CTPACTb.

BbsAHKa HaMBHO MoJjiaraia, YTo Mayexa XkesaeT el cuacTbsl, HacTaB/sAs coOnazHUTh baproiiio.
Omna n nogymath He MoIIa, YTo JIoOpHa BCETO JIMIIb XOUET UCTIOb30BaTh €€, KaK CPEICTBO TOCTUKE-
HUA nesu. Madexa u cama Oblia Mosiona. M Medrana o Biacti. MenbHUKA € CTajlo Majlo — OHa
MeyTaJia CTaTh CHadasia Xo3siikon becbopra, a Tam, s aMIIb, U KOPOJIEBOH .

19



M. Menka. «TaitHa 3amka BecOopr»

— Jluts MO€, — OTnpaiisis JEBYILIKY B 3aMOK, HallleNThiBaja naguepue JlopHa, — Tbl, Heco-
MHEHHO, TIpeKkpacHeimas u3 Bcex! [Iplosia OyleT TBOM, TOJBKO He 3a0bIBaii, yeMy s TeOs yuuia, u
cliesiail BCE B TOUHOCTH !

— Jla, MaTy1ika, — IEKHU IEBYIIKY 3JIUBAJI PyMsIHEll, — CeJIalo BCE TaK, Kak Bbl HaKa3aIu!

[Tpu cnoBe «Mmarymika» JIopHa OTBOpauMBaIach, YTOObl MaJauepyila HE BUENA, KaK UCKaxka-
ercst 3710001 e€ KpacuBoe ymilo. [Tocie oHa MoBopauMBasiach M MPOTITUBAJIA JEBYIIKE KPOIISUHbINA
(pmakoHYMK TyXOB, OHA KaIulsi KOTOPBIX CTOMJIA, KaK MEILIOK OBEYbEH LIEpPCTH.

— K coxayieHuio, TpUpOIHON MpesiecTH ObIBAeT HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 3aBOEBATh MYKUHHY.
— Bpyy4as besaHke 1yxu, 1menrana mayexa.

OTtnpaBuB nmaguepuily B 3aMOK, HA CMOTPHUHBI, OHA MOYTH HE COMHEBAJIACh, YTO AEBYIIKE
yaactcst mokoputh rpaga. CtaB ero HeBecTol, bhsiHKa OTKpOeT eil [Bepu 3aMKa, a jaajbiie JlopHa
CBOEro He YImyCTuT!

[ToTom BpsiHKa THXO UCUE3HET, MOKET, YMPET OT 3araflouHoi 00JIe3HH, a MOKET, rpad OCTHIHET
K HeW ¥ CONUIET C I71a3 nojajbiie... Itoro JIopHa noka He periuia.

Bnarogapst 3010Ty Myka, MeJIbBHUYMXa MOIJIA TIO3BOJIUTH ceOe MOKYIaTh KPACUBYIO OICKIY U
[IPOYKE BELIH, C KOTOPHIMU M AYPHYLIKA CTAHET KPACaBUIIEH. .. a YK Mepe]] KpacaBULIEH, BaACIOLIen
YEPHON Maruem, Hu OJIMH MYy>K4/Ha He YCTOUT!

[NosiBuBIIasics KHsKHA Hapymwia e€ miaHbl, u JlopHa Obuta BHe cebst OT sSipocTU. Maprut
nomxkHa ymepets! [Togo6Ho 3mee, JIopHa 3aTannach M kJaia MOAXOASAIIETO MOMEHTA.
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Kuns3p bapko

Borapn Bapko — noHBIi 4esioBeK, ¢ aKKypaTHO MOACTPUKEHHOW OOPOION M KPACHBIM JIMILIOM,
C HEJABHUX MOP OIUIaKMBaJl chiHA. OCBasIb OrMO B TOM caMoM 0010, Iie OTIMYMIICS oTBaroil [ptona
Baproiis, cnaciumil OT BEpHOU CMEPTH CaMOro KOPOJIsL.

Kpome cbiHa y kH:34 ObUIa 10ub, Maprut. Ho OH He Bo3jara Ha He€ 0cOOBIX HaJIeK: JOUepH,
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Bceraa OyIyT MpUHAIJIekaTh MyKbsIM, a He oTiaM. Tak ObUIO 0 TOro, Kak Moruo
Ocsanba. Ho teneps, Maprut crana kio4dom k Oyaymemy. OHa Tenepb Hajesxk/a poaa bapko.

Borapn He IpocTo Tak pemm BbIAATh CBOIO €IMHCTBEHHYIO JOUb 32 3TOr0 BHICKOUKY bapronio.
Ero nnTepecoBall 3aMOK, BEpPHEE TO, YTO CKPBIBAJIM €0 ChIPHIE TIOIBAJIbI.

Jleso B ToM, 4TO OyayuH eIé A0CTaTOUHO MOJIOABIM, KHSI3b BOAWI JPYXKOY C UCTUHHBIM BJla-
nenbiieM becbopra, 6aponom Xensmo Becooprom.

— Bor uro, apyr moii Bapko, — menTan 6apoH, motdys Monogoro Borapaa kpenkum amnem u3
CBOMX IOrpeOOB. — Yy MeH$ ecTb ceKpeT. TobKO Thl M00OEIail, YTO HUKOMY HE pacCKaxellb!

— Moxenb Ha MeHs MOJOXUThCS, XeabMo. S Oyly HeM, Kak 3Ta ppl0al — 3axmesIeBIINI
Borapn BOTKHYI ABY3yOyI0 BUJIKY B OOJIBIIIYIO pHIOY, BBUIOKEHHYIO Ha OJTIONE ¥ YKPAIIEHHYIO 3€JIeHbI0
Y IIPSAHBIMU TPaBaMH.

— Tsl cme€mibest, — yKOPU3HEHHO TMOCMOTpPEN Ha TocTs OapoH, — JyMaelllb, YTO s MbsiH?
BcraBait-ka, yBUaMIIb BCE CBOMMMU IIa3amu !

— JlagHno, — Borapn snerko nonHsiics. B Ty mopy oH Obu1 cTpoeH u cuiéH. — Kyna uném?

— B nogpan, — MaxHy:s1 pykoo XenbpMo. — s IOKaXy TeOe HacTosiiee qyo!

BnBoém, conpoBokaaeMsle JIMILIb HEMbIM CIIyTOM, OHU CITyCKaJIACh 110 Y3KOM KaMEHHOM JIECT-
Hune. Ciyra, IeAmmi Biepeay, OcBelal UM IyTh (pakesloM. OT HETO OH 3aKEr CBETWJIBHUKH, YTO
CTOSUIY T10 TIEPUMETPY HeOOJBIIOrO MIOMEIEH I, B KOTOPOM OHHM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OKa3aJIUCh.

Tpu creHbl ObUTH BBUIOKEHBI TOPHOM TIOPOJION, HATIOMUHAIOIIEH paKyIIeYHHK, OHAKO Ooree
TBEPHOI. A OIJHa CTeHa OblTa aOCOMIOTHO TJIAJKOH, CJIOBHO BHICEYEHHOM M3 I1eIbHOTO KamMHs1. Ha Helt
ObUIO M300pakeHNe HEBUAAHHOTO YYJOBHWINA, HE TOAJAIOIErOCs OMMUCAHUIO: OHO BBIMVISA/ENO, KaK
poratslil IpakoH, C XBOCTOM CKOpIHOHA. C OCTPBIX 3MEMHBIX 3yOOB COUMJICA 111, TPU Haphl I71a3 CMOT-
PEJIM Ha BOIIEANIMX CO CBUPENOCTHIO, M Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OTOHb CBETWJIBHUKOB OTpaXaeTcs B HUX. Yyno-
BUIIE ObUIO TAKMM CTPAIIHBIM M IOXOKMM Ha HacTosiiee, yto Borapn cpa3y nporpesBert.

— Y10 3107 — €J1e CIBIIIHO CITPOCKJI OH Y XO35IMHA 3aMKa.

— 9r10 XMuMepa, — rojioc XeapMo MPo3Bydall TOPKEeCTBeHHO. — OHa CrocoOHa MCIIOTHUTh
KE€JIaHKE, HO. .. TOJIBKO OfIHO.

Borapn nopomén k HapucOBaHHOM IOJIOBE YyAOBUILA U ITPOTAHYJI PYKY, HO XeJIbMO ycIe Ipe-
AYTIPEAnTh, YTOOBI OH HE Kacajcs eé:

— Her! Bapko, apyr moii, He aenaii atoro! [IpukacaTbcst Hy)KHO TOJIBKO, KOrjia Oy/ienb TOTOB
3arajiaTh kejaHue. Bropoil monsITku He OyJer. ..

— A TBL... TBI 3arajaj? — APOXKaIIUM OT BO30YKAEHHS rOJIOCOM cIipocui y apyra Borapa.

— VBB, A3, — KUBHYJ 6apoH.— [Toatomy U npuBEn TeOs crofa, YTOOB! Thl 3arafaj To, O YEM
s1 TeOsI TIOTTPOIILY.

— Kak Tak? — yauBWICA KHA3b, Y MEHS K€ MOKET ObITh CBOE XkeJlaHue, MoYeMy s J0JKEH
3araneiBaTh TBOE? Thl cBOE 3aragan! Keratu, 4ro 310 ObLIO?

— borarctBo! — nonHsI pyku BBepx XesIbMO, — 1 IOTPaTWJI CBOE kenanue Ha Hero! Ho g
HE CMOT B IIOJIHOM MEpe HACIaUThCS UM — IOTOMY UTO, KaK Thl 3Ha€llb, TPH MECsALA Ha3aJ yMepJa
Mos1 o0oxaemast xkeHa Kas.

— ITO NeYasbHO, IpyT, — OIYCTUJI roJIoBY Borapz, — 1 4TO ThI XOTEJ MONPOCUTSH B 3TOT pa3?

— 4 xody, yToOB XMMepa BOoCcKpecuia e€, — TyObl OapoHa pacTSHYIHCh B JKaJIKOH YJIbIOKe.
XenpMo cMoTpesn Ha Borapia He Murasi, ¥ TOMy IOKa3aioch, 4To OapoH Oe3yMeH.

21



M. Menka. «TaitHa 3amka BecOopr»

— Her, — bapko HarpaBusics K BbIXOy, — IPOTUBUTBCS Bosie bora s He crany!

— Borock, uTo 310 HE Mpockda, TOPOroi KHA3b. . .

OT cTeHsl OTIENUIICS HEMOM CITyTa, U B cBeTe (hakesia OJIECHYJIO Jie3BUe KITMHKA.

— Ecnu Tl OTKaXembesi, JOPOror KHsi3b, MO Y€JIOBEK BBIMTYCTUT TeOe KUIIKH !— Mpeayrpe-
i1 XeJIbMo.

— Xopo1o ke TBOE roCTeNPUMMCTBO, — OIycTHJI rojioBy Borapa. — JlagHo, roBopu, 4rto s
JOJIKEH JieJ1aTh!

[Mpomuto 6e3 MaIoro ceMHaALATS JIET.

Ceitvac oH exaJs B KapeTe ¥ BCIIOMHHA Te COOBITHSI, CJIOBHO OHU CITyYMJIMCh Buepa. OH 3aragai
TO XeJIaHWe, KOTOPOe 3aCTaBMUII ero nmpousHecTr OGapoH. [Tocie yero Hemoii ciryra BbIBeJ IO KHUBOTO
OT CTpaxa KHsI3s1 HaBepX.

Bcio HOUb B 3aMKe CIIBIIATNCH CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH, a B OTJAJIEHHOM KpbLJIE — JKEHCKUIN CMEX.
KHs3b BBITJISIHYJT B OKHO, ¥ YBUJIEN OJTy KIAI0IIe OTOHBKH.

— Yro Tam? — cOpOCUJI OH CIIYTY, IPUHECIIEMY EMY YKHUH.

— I'ne? — He noHsu1 NapHULIKA.

— Bon tam, Buguis? — Borapa nokaszan pykod Ha oroHpku. IlapeHp mocmoTpen B OKHO,
TIOCJIE Yero CTaJl MATUTHCS K ABEPU M OCEHSTH Ce0s1 KPECTHBIM 3HAMEHHUEM.

— Yto0 Tam, oTBeTh! — mperpaaui eMmy asepb bapko.

— Knan6umie BecboproB! — oTBeTnI 10HOIIA, CTy4Ya 3yOamH.

— A Kaio noxoponuiu tam? — npoaosikai JonbIThiBaThest bapko.

[Mapens 3akuBa1, 1 Opocuscs Oexarhb.

Y1pom Borapn oOHapy kWi mof IBEPhIO 3aITUCKY OT OapoHa.

Tot Gnaromapwit KH35 32 BUSUT, U BRIpakasl HAAEXK Iy, 4To OH roceTuT Becbopr B crenyomem
roay. A moka, ero Kapera, 3anpsiKEHHask CBE:KMMM JIOIIAIbMU, KIET BHU3Y. BapoH BbIHYKIEH OTIIpa-
BUTCA 10 fesiaM B Kieery, u eMy G€CKOHEYHO *kaJlb, YTO OH HE CMOXKET MPOCTUThCS ¢ Bapko n4HO.

Hu cioBa 0 BockpereHum.

Ciyru CHOBaJIH TIO 3aMKY, Kak OecCIIOTHBIe TeHU. Borapy meitancst pa3roBOpUTh TOPHUYHYIO,
HO Ta HU CJIOBA €My HE OTBETWJIA, U3 YETO OH 3aKJIIOYMJI, YTO OHA INIyXOHeMasl.

Ho u xyuep nonascs eMy He OYEHb-TO pa3rOBOPUYUBBIIL.

— JlaBHO 7M1 yexas 6apoH? — CIIPOCHJI €r0 KHS3b.

— Jla KTO ero 3HaeT, — IOXaJI TOT IJIeYaMu, — I HUKOT'O He BUjIe!

[TpuexaB B cBOE momecThe, Tie ero J0KUIUTUCh OepeMeHHasI ’KeHa U MaJleHbKUH ChiH, Bapko
noutu 3a0bL1 1po Gapona becOopra. JIuis orHeHHBIN B3I XUMEPHI KET ero B CTPAITHBIX CHaX. A
T0CJIe IO HETrO JIONUTH CITyXH, YTO XeJIbMO BBITHAJ M3 3aMKa BCEX CIIYT M YEIUHUIICSA TaM C OCOOOM,
OUYEHb HATTIOMUHAIOIIEH er0 MOKOMHYIO JKeHY.

C Tex nop Borapza cran ogep:kum MBIC/IBIO CHOBA IIonacTh B noziBajl. Ero cnepxueaio oqHO —
OH He 3HaJI, YTO eMy TOKeJaTh, U IJIaBHOE, He 3HaJI KOMY Obl OH MOT JJOBEpHUTh ITPOU3HECTH KeJIaHHUE.

Koraa nmoru6 ero enuHcTBeHHBIN ChIH, Bapko Bo3xkemnas ero BockpecuTb. OCTanioch PeluTh JBe
3aJa4d: TONACTh B MOJIBAJ 3aMKa M HAWTH TOTO, KTO MOXeJNaeT, YTOOBI ero cbiH, OcBab/l, BOCKpEC.

Bue3sarnHo ero ocenuno — Maprurt! Ero nous czenaer u 1o, u gpyroe!

Huxkro u3 coceneii Baproiin He 3axoTesn OTAaBaTh €My CBOMX OJIArOPOTHBIX JOYepeid, a OH,
Bapko, otpacr.

KH:a3pb He cTan roBopuTh JOYEPH O TOM, UTO 3aAyMall — JAE€BYOHKA MoIJIa BCE UcopTuTh. OH
IIPOCTO MOCTaBUJI €€ niepel] (PAKTOM, UTO HAILEI el HaKOHEll, TIOAXOAAIIETO KeHUXa.

Kusruns, mate Maprut, Takxe octanach B HEBe/IEHUH, HO 3Hasl, YTO bapToiiss — repoil BONHbI
1 (baBOPUT KOPOJIsI, PEIInIa, YTO MYk HaBEpHsIKA IMOUYsUT BHITOLY OT Opaka JI04epH ¢ 3TUM YeJloBe-
koM. OHa OnarocioBuia Maprut, u npoBoxasi e€ B becOopr, Bblpa3uia HalekIay, YTO BCKOPE OHU
BHOBb YBUSITCS HA CBaJIb0e.
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YKyc 3men

— Baira MuJ10CTb, MBI €TI0 JOCTaBUJIM! — 3aIbIXaBIIUCh, JON0KUI CBUCTYH. — OH 0okuaa-
eTcs Bac B yacoBHe!

— Ilouemy B yacoBHe? — yauBuMIICA rpad.

— T'oBopHT, UTO €ci BBl 3aXOTUTE €r0 YOUTh, TO BO3bMETE I'PeX Ha IYyIIIY, IIOCKOJIBKY OH HU
B Y€M He BHHOBAT!

— Jlio6onbITHO, — BapTolist OTIOKIII Iepo, KOTOPBIM MBITAJICS BbIMKCATh cBOE uMsi. He npu-
cTajo emy, rpady, NOAMUCHIBATbCSA HE IOMMHU KaK. — HY, MOIUIM NOITIAIUM !

B yacoBHe ObLI0 TEMHO — CKBO3b y3KHE OKHA MPOXOIUIIO MaJIo CBeTa. [{Boe CTpaskHUKOB Jiep-
KaJIM 32 PyKM IUIOTHOTO 4eJioBeKa. [[pioa MoAomIEN K IUIEHHUKY U COPBajl MELIOK C €rO T'OJIOBBI.
Boponau 3akpyTui ronoBoii, 1 HaKOHEN MOIHST Ha rpada TSKENbIA B3IIAA.

— Iepen Bamu pa300iHUK, BHOPH, N3BECTHBIN, KAK «MEJIBE/Ib» |— INEIHYIJI CBOEMY FOCTIOUHY
Pany.

— A TbI TakOM, KaK MHE U PAaCCKa3blBAIN, — Pa3IJIsAbIBa pa30oiiHuKa [Ipioa. — U ¢ Kakux
3TO Nop Thl, BLOpH-MeBeIb, HaMAAACIb HA JEBYIIEK ?

— DT0 He 5, — NOKPYTWJI T'0JIOBOM IUIEHHUK, — $I HE HalaJalo Ha KeHIIWH !

— Moxer ObIThb, 3TO c/IeNaN KTO-TO U3 TBOMX Jiofiel, a, bbopH? C 1e/blo BHIKYIA, & MOXET
MPOCTO Orpaduth xotes? M nope3BUThes ¢ IEBYOHKOM ?

— Her, — xopotko otBeTr1 BhopH. — 51 Obl 3HAL

Jlployia HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHMI CMOTPEJI €My B IJ1a3a, MOCJIe YEro CIpoCu:

— A KTO0 3TO MOT chenars?

bropH-MenBenp OCMOTpEN Ha CBOM MOLIHBIE, HATEPTHIE IyTaMU PYKU U OITyCTHJI T'OJIOBY.

— B necy, kpoMe Hac, MHOTO KTO XOAMT, — OTBETWJI OH, — €CTb U T€, KOTO HE TaK-TO JIETKO
3aMeTUTh. MOM JTI0/11 HECKOJIBKO pa3 BUAEIH UyKaKa, IbITAIUCh [TPECIEI0BATh €TI0, HO TOT... KaK bl
pa3 OH CJIOBHO pacTBOPSUICA B Bo3ayxe!

— Xopormo. Tel 3Haemb, BropH, 32 TBOM NeMIIKY TeOst JKAET BUCEHIIA, — rpad MmoXJionan
pa3boiHUKA MO TUIeYY, — HO fl... TOXKAJIY| 51 OTHyILy TeOsl, U Jake Harpaxy, €Clu Thl... €CIIU Thl
y3Haelllb, KTO HAaTsHYJI Ty BEPEBKY, O KOTOPYIO CIIOTKHYJIACH JIOIIA/Ab MOEU HEBECTHI.

Pany rpomko KanuisHyJ, nocie 4ero oro3pai [Iplosly B CTOPOHY.

— TocnonuH, ero Henmb3sl OTITYCKaTh, — MPOIIENTaN OH, — 10 pa3doriHuk! OH youBan u
rpaduI MPWIIMYHBIX JIOJEH Ha MPOTSKEHUH JecsiTh JieT! Bbl JOMKHBI Haka3arh ero, TOCTOIMH, a He
OTITyCKaTh!

— 41 3Ha10, UTO AENAI0, — TaK XKe MENOTOM OTBETHII JIbl01a, — MHE BaXXHO 3HaTh, KTO YCTPOMIJI
Ty 3acajy, ¥ 9TOT pa300MHUK MOXET ObITh MHE TOJIe3eH !

— C gero Obl eMy BaM IIOMOTaTh? — SI3BUTEJIHHO MPUILLY P I71a3a OBIBIIMI IITyT, — MEIBE/b
OH U €CTb Me/IBeIb!

— C Toro, 4to 5 obeman eMy WeApylo Harpaay, — Jlplosia OTBEpHYJICS U CKPECTUJI PYKH Ha
IPyIH, JaBask OPyKEHOCLY MOHATH, YTO BCE PABHO MOCTYIIUT IO-CBOEMY.

OTnycTuB cBOMX JOfiel, rpad HakoHel ocTaics oquH. VI3 ero nokoes ObUT OTAENBHBINA BXOA
B TIOZIBAJIbI 3aMKa. I'padp B34 U3 MIKaTyIKM KPAacHOIO JAepeBa KJIOY, Y CIYCTWICA B CBOIO TalHYIO
MOZI3EMHYIO KEJIBIO.

Hecmotps Ha T0, uto [Ipiona baprolist ObUT HerpaMoOTeH, OH MPUBE3 U3 MOX0Ja TpU KHUTU. Bee
OHH, CyJs MO OOraThiM OKJIaJjaM, CTOMJIM LIEJIOE COCTOSTHUE.

Jlpiosa 001 paccMaTpUBaTh MX, MPUKAacaThCs K cTpaHuliaM. EMy kazanock, 4to OHM 3apsi-
KaIOT ero JpeBHel MyApocThio. OHa KHUTa OblIa HarmicaHa apaOCKoOi BS3BIO U B Hell He ObLIO Kap-
THHOK, 3aTO MEK/Ly CTpaHuIl [piosia OOHapy KM 3aKJIAIKy, YeM-TO HalloMUHaBIIas 3meto. OHa Oblia
yKpallieHa 0oratoi BbILIMBKOM, U, KaK XOTeJIOCh AyMaTh Jlplosie, K Hell MPUKACAIUCh U3SIIHbIE MaJlb-
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YHMKH JIEBYIIIKU, B )KU3HU KOTOPOUM OH CTaJl €IMHCTBEHHBIM. DTO ObUI CBAIIEHHBIN KopaH, KOTopbIit
Jlptosia, KpoMe BCEro MpOYero, YHEC U3 JIoMa €€ OTLA-BEJIbMOKHU.

Jlpyrast KHUTa, HACTOSIIMIA (DOJTUAHT, OblIa HAMKCAHA Ha JIATHIHU, U HEKOTOpbIe OYKBBI ObLIH
3HakoMbl [lpiosie. KHura umena TskEnyo oOMOKKY M3 TOJICTOM OYHBOJIMHOW KOXH, U ObUIa O0rato
WLTIOCTPUPOBAHA BeChbMa MOAPOOHBIMHU PHUCYHKAMH YCTPOMCTBA YeIOBEKa U3HYTPH.

Baproiis, kak 3ampaBcKuil yOHMiAlla ¥ TaK HETUIOXO 3HAJ 9TO YCTPOUCTBO: €My MPUITLIOCH TTOBH-
JaTh HEMAJIO TPYIOB: Pa3pyOIeHHBIX HA/IBOE, C BHIBOPOUSHHBIMH KUIIIKAMU M Pa30UTHIMU YeperiamH.
OH BuzieN, Kak BBIIISAUT HA CAMOM JieJie YeIOBEYeCKOe Ceplle — TaKoe He 3a0bITh.

Ho ropasno 6omee nepBbix ABYX, €ro MpUBJIeKasla TPEThs KHUTA, SIBJISBIIAS €MY BEIM BeChbMa
HeoObIYHbIe. B TO KHMIe OBUIO MaJIo TEKCTa — M OH MPEACTABIIsUT COOOM COBEPIIEHHO HETMIOHSITHBIE
kapakynmu. Kaxnas nmurepa — cama 1o cebe puCyHOK.

BHyTpH, Mex 1y ABYX AEpEBSHHBIX JOIIEUEK, PacIoNarajich TOHKUE, TUIOTHbIE cTpaHuIbl. Ha
HUX OBUTH M300paXkeHbI CIICHKH, 3arevyaTIeBIIie COObITHS U3 KU3HU KAKOr0-TO BaKHOTO YesIoBeKa.
Moxet ObITh, camMoro «Keénroro ummeparopa». Bor oH pa3roBaprBaeT ¢ KAKUMHU-TO MyJpellaMy B
IIMPOKOTIONBIX MUIATIAX, a 3Ta KapTUHKA n300paxkaet Oorarsiii mup. Jlionu, n3oopaxEHHble Ha Kap-
THHKaX, ObUIM C I71a3aMU-IIENKaMHU. [[ployie HeyacTo MPUXOAUIIOCh BCTPEYaTh TAKHX.

OpnHax[Ipl, B 3aMKe KOpOJisi OH BHUJEN 1nocia u3 JaabHuX 3eMesib, M TOT ObUT MOXOXK Ha U300-
PaxkE€HHOTO B KHUTE cTapuKa. [To3:xe oH BUEN KeHITMH-PaObIHb, 3aXBAUYCHHBIX MUPATAMHU, U MPOJIa-
IOIIUXCS] HA HEBOJILHUYbEM PhIHKE. MyXXUYMH eMy BHIETh TOXE JOBOIUIOCH, HO, KaK MIPABHJIO, MEPT-
BbIX. B moceHeii Kpernocty, Kyja ¢ Topapuinamu Bopsajics [piona, Obuti ogHu MepTBelibl. Bee oHu
ObLTIM TOIaHHBIMU «KENTOr0 MMImeparopax.

KaptrHku ObUTM IBETHBIMH, HO KOXa M300paKEHHBIX HA HEW Jmoaen Obuta Oenoi, a He KE-
TOH. JKeHIMHBI N300paXaiuch B ONESTHUSIX C IMUPOKUMH TOSICAMHU, C BHICOKMMHU MPUIECKAMHU, KaK
y IPU/IBOPHBIX JaM B 3aMKe KopoJist MimTBaHa.

Ho 6ompi11e Bcero rpada 3anuManu ppuBOJIbHbIE KAPTUHKH, U300paKaloIye CIIeHKH, ITIe KeH-
IIMHBI U MYKYUHBI IPUHUMAJIA BeCbMa HEOOBIYHbIE TIO3bl M U300PakKanCh TOJBIMUA. DT KaPTUHKH
HE BBI3BIBAIM Y rpaca HUUero, KpoMe CHUCXOAUTETBHOH YIBIOKH, HO OH JIIOOWIT X MOAONTY PasIiisi-
JBIBATH.

HeszameTHo a5 cebst OH 3agpemal, ¥ K HeMy sIBUJIach I0Hasi epcusiHKa. JleBouka cena emy
Ha KOJIEHW ¥ OOBWJIA €TO0 IIeI0 pyKaMH, JIMIIEHHBIMHA OpaciieToB, YKPAIIEHHBIMH JIUIIb PUCYHKAMU
13 XHbL. V3IIHBIE TATBYUKY IOHOW KPacaBUIIbI JTACKAJIH €r0 JIUIIO, a € O€apa TBUTAINCh, 3aCTaBIISIS
€ro 4yBCTBOBATh CTECHEHHE B Taxy.

«HyXHO cHATH ofieKay», — MOAYMaJ OH, HO OTKPBIB I71a3a, pe3KO BCKOYMJI M CXBATUBILIHCH 32
11ero, caesai aBa pe3kux nBrkeHus. CekyHaa, U pa3pyOsieHHas: HaJBoe 3Mesl OKa3asach Ha KaMeH-
HOM TIOJTy.

Jlponia 3aaJ majbllaMy paHKy M BeIpyrajcs. SIMOBUTas raguHa ycrena ero yKyCHTh, U XOTb
rpad ycrnen youts e€ O TOro, Kak OHa BBITUIECHYJIA BECh 3arac CMEPTOHOCHOTO 5i1a — OH MOYYyB-
CTBOBAJI TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE.

OCTOpO)KHO ACPKACh 3a CTCHBI, OH ITIOAHAJICS B CBOU IIOKOU, X TIO3BOHUJI B KOJIOKOJIBYHUK, ITOCJIC
4ero noTepsAs CO3HaHHUC.
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3Haxapka

Vernplna 0 HecyacTbe, MOCTHIIeM Tpada, MeJTbHUYMXA MMo00eIaia cBoeMy TEMHOMY Oory
6oraryio xeptBy. st JIopHBI OTKpbIBaJIach BEIMKOJIEMHAS] BOBMOKHOCTh POHUKHYTh B 3aMOK Ha
BITOJIHE 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBAaHMSIX.

OHa BbIMBLIACh B OOUKE C J0KJICBOI BOJIOH, HaJlesia CBOE JIydlliee TUIaThe, U HaTyIIAJIa BOJIOCHI
BBITSDKKOW M3 0COOOTO copTa po3.

— Kyna BB cobpasuch, MaTymika? — ocMelTiach ClipocuTh BbsiHKa, HO Mayexa cMepuia e€
TaKKM B3IJISIIOM, YTO y TOM MpOMaja 0XoTa 3a4aBaTh BOMPOCHI.

— Ilopay pa3sy3Haio, 4TO TaMm, J1a Kak, — TEM HEe MEHee, OTBETUJIa OHA, U MOTPEIaB AEBYIIKY
1o 11IeKe, 1o0aBuia: — BCE 7151 TBoero Omara, ntuuka Most! [lpuHecu-ka Mo mai!

Korna neBy1ika Beiluia, MEJIbHUYMXa OTKPbLIA TANHUK, 3aMACKMPOBAaHHbIN B KAMEHHOM KJIQJIKE
CTEHBI, U JOCTaJIa OTTY/A MMy3bIPEK TEMHOT'O CTeKJ1a. BHyTpu ObLI0 CpeicTBO, KOTOPOE Ha MPOTSKEHUN
MHOTHUX JIeT MpeBpaniajgo e€ Myxa B O0e3BosibHOrO pada. M mobdoro morio mpespatuth. Hanéxuo
crpATaB (PJIAKOH B MOSICHOM KapMaHe, BeIbMa 3aKpblila TAUHUK.

Bepnynach BpsiHKa 1 moMorsia Mauexe HajleTh KOPUYHEBBIN TUIAIl ¢ OOEMHBIM KaIIOIOHOM,
HAJIEKHO CKPBIBAIOIIUM JIUIIO OT JIIOOOIBITHBIX IJIa3.

Benpma otnipaBuiack B becoopr nemkom. OHa paccuuThiBaia OCTaThCs B 3aMKe Ha HECKOJIBKO
JHEW, a MOXKET (4eM 4EPT He IIYTUT?), U HaBCerja.

OxpaHHUKHU 3HAJIM €€, KaK jKeHY MeJIbHMKa, BeJb JIOpHa Bceraa Bocceqaia Ha KO371ax MOBO3KU
psgoM ¢ fHolieM, Koraa TOT BO3WII MYKY Ha XO3siicKylo KyxHi0. OHa OblUla KpacoTKa U oOpaliaia
Ha ceOsl BHIMAaHHUE.

OpnHako, OIHy OHU BUJIEJIH €€ BIIEPBHIE.

— DM, KpacaBula! — OKJIMKHYJ €€ HEBBICOKHMM, NTOXOKHMI HAa KPBICY CTPaX. — HE XOYeElllb
COOOIIUTH HaM, KyJa Toporuiibcsi? Y rae TBoit MykeHEK ?

JlopHa ocraHOBMJIaCh M IOBEPHYBILIMCH K HEMY, CHsLJIa KAMIOLIOH:

— 41 yecTHAA JXEHIIIMHA, UTO 32 HAMEKU ?

— 41 3Ha10 Tebs1, — MPOIOIIKAJ OX PAHHUK, — TBOKM MY MEJIbHUK. MHe OH IOKa3aJicst CTapoBatT
JUIs1 TAKOM ropsiye JIOIa Ky, Kak Tel. Mnu g1 He nipaB?

JlopHa Bpa3BaJIOUKy MOJIOILIA K HEMY, U CMEPHB €ro B3IJISI0M, OOpOHIJIA:

— 9TO0 TaK 3aMeTHO?

— V MeHs 1a3 HaMETaH, — cpasy MPUOCAHWIICS CTPaKHUK, — CITyIIai, s1 Obl MOT TeOs1 00b-
€3UTh. .. CKaXeM, Ioclie 3aKata. Mosi cMeHa 3aKOHYUTCS, U 51 Oy/1y B ITOJTHOM TBOEM pacIopsIKeHUH,
kpacaBuua. [lonxonu k Boporam.

— HenpemeHnno npuay, — MWIO yIBIOHYBIIHCH, JIOpHA MOAXBaTHIIa I0OKM M HAIIPaBUJIaCh K
HeOOJIBIIIOMY BXOJTY, KyJa OOBIYHO OHM C SIHOITIEeM 3aHOCHIJIN MYKY.

CTpaXHUK TPOBOIVI €€ B3MJISIIOM, Ha ry0ax y Hero urpaja OjaxkeHHas YJIbIOKa, OH IPEIBKY-
111 Be4epHee cBUJaHue. Bapyr Ha muiedo eMy ynaj MyJOBbIid KyJlaK €ro TOBapuIla.

— U kyna oHa HanpaBuIach? — CIPOCHUIT OH, BHITUPAS JIAJOHBIO KUPHbIE T'YOBI.

OH obenas1, 1 HAOMOIA PA3rOBOP MPUATENS C MEJIBHUUUXON B OKHO.

— Ha kyxHIo, Kak Bcerga, — ObICTPO cOOOpa3ui TOT, — y3HATh, CKOJIBKO MYKH HYKHO IpH-
BE3TH B CJIEAYIOIMHI pa3!

OkazaBivich B OTpOMHOM TNOMEIIEHUH, TAE€ HaXOOWIach 3aMKoOBas KyxHs, JIopHa noHavyairy
pactepsiiach. Eif mpuxoaniock ObIBaTh TOJIBKO CHAPYKH, JaJTbIie UM C SIHOIIEM HYX/Ibl XOOUTh HE
ObLTO: IITyCTpble paOOTHUKY B OEJIBIX KOJIIMAKAX PACTACKUBAIIN MEIIIKH C MyKOM, TOYHO MYypaBbH XJ1e0-
HBIE KPOILKH.

JlopHa mpoliia MUMO JBIMSIIIMXCS KOTJIOB, O04eKk ¢ (hpyKTaMu, CToja, 00arpéHHOro KPOBBIO,
r7ie He 0OpaIaIyi Ha He€ HUKaKoro BHUMAaHHS MSICHUK Pa3/IesIbIBaJl Ty KAKOT0O-TO JKMBOTHOTO,
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Y, HAKOHEll OKa3ajiach nepes IByMs OXOXKUMHU JBepbMU. OHa TOJKHY/A MEPBYIO, M OTTyJa Ha Heé
TMOBESIJIO XOJIOIOM, TO OBUT JIETHHK.

3aKpbIB 1BEPb, MEIbHUUYMXA OTKPbUIA BTOPYIO IBEPb, U Mepel] Hel OTKPBUICS OOUIMPHBIN 34
— Tparne3Hasi, TJie OYeBU/IHO, IPOXOAMIIN BCe 3BaHble 00€/Ibl U IIpoure TopkecTBa. OrpoMHbII KAMUH
OCTBLJI, 1a M B CAMOM 3aJjie ObLIO ITYCTO.

JlopHa monuia K ctoiny. 9Xo e€ maroB I'yJKO pa3HOCHIOCh BOKpYT. Ha crone crosiia 3a0bitast
Baza ¢ (ppykramMu. BoKpyr HUX yKe BUIUCH MEJKKe (DPYKTOBBIE MYIIIKH.

Bnpyr pazpancs rpomkuii ckpun c3aau. JlopHa 3amepia. OHa 3apaHee PUroToBUIIA peyb, Ha
cllydai, eciu e€ 3ajiepxkar.

— K10 TBHI? — yCbIIama oHa MyXCKOH rojioc, HO 0OepHYBIINCh, HUKOTO He YBHUJIENA.

— 41 3Haxapka, — cka3zayia oHa, — CriblilIazia, 4TO HAIEro TOCHoivHa YKycuia 3mes. 1 mory
MOCTaBUTh €r0 Ha HOTH !

— Heyxenu? — rosioc npo3By4das COBCEM PsJIOM, U Iiepe]l Hell BOZHUK HU3KOPOCIIBIA MYXK-
YMHA, — paJl COOONIUTh, YTO XO35IMHY, KOTOPOMY s CITyXKy, HAMHOTO Jiydie. Bpsin s TBou yciyru
notpedyorcsi!

OH npomén MuMo He€, 3alieB ciierka. JIopHa y3Hana KOPOTHIIIKY: HE pa3 BUJEJa ero psoM
¢ Jptonoii. 1o ObUT OpyXkeHOCell U TpaBas pyka [lpioiiel, KOTOpOro Bce 3Baiu Pany wiam mpocto
«CBHUCTYHOM>.

JlopHa Buziena ero usganieka, Terephb ke el CTany BUIHBI Bce MOIPOOHOCTH ero 0OIMKa: Mop-
IIMHBI ¥ 3aCTapesible MIPaMbl, a TaKke O0raTo paciMThiid KaM30J1, CIUIIKOM POCKOITHBIN IJ1s1 OpyXKe-
HOCIIa, ¥ OOJIbIIIe TIOAXOIUBIIHUH HIYTY.

B cBoto ouepenp, cepble m1aza Pagy uzydyaiv xKeHIIMHY.

— Tak K10 TBHI Ha cCaMoM JieJie? — CIIPOCHII OH, CKJIOHHB TOJIOBY HAOOK, CJIOBHO TOJIKOBBIH TEC.

— 3Haxapka, — MOBTOpuUJIa OHa, — 30BYT MeHs1 JIopHa, 51 )KMBY BHU3Y, Ha MeJIbHULE SIHOMIA.
OH MOl1 MyK.

— A! BoH Kakyio NTHYKY K HaM 3aHECJI0! — OpyKeHOCell IOCTalI U3 KapMaHa sI0JI0K0, ¥ TIoTe-
PEB €ro O CBOM CIOPTYK, HAJJKYCUJI C TPOMKHUM XpycTtoM. — [Iponomkaii! — ckaszan oH ¢ HAOMThIM
pTOM.

— Vcenbimas, uto rpada yKycuia siioBUTast TBapb, — CTapasiCh BBIISIIETh MUJIOHW, Mpoliede-
tana JlopHa, — 51 He Memisi, Opocuiiack ciofa. Co MHOIO TpaBbl, KOTOPBIE IOMOTYT OBICTPO BHIBECTH
ST

— 3aHATHO, — CHOBA TOCJBIIAJCSI TPOMKUN XPYCT, — OCTaBb MX Ha CTOJIe, JOporas, u
MOeIIb ObITh CBOOOHA. MBI MPOBEPUM UX JICHCTBHE, U €CJIM OHHM TaK XOPOIIHU, KaK Thl TOBOPHUIIIb,
TeOs1 KIET Harpasa!

— Kak ckaxere. .. — OHa CMOTpeJIa Ha KOPOTBHIIIKY ¢ 000KaHUEM, KaK MaTh CMOTPHT Ha JIIoOU-
MO JIUTsI, — KaK 51 MOTYy Bac Ha3bIBaTh?

— Pany, — nipukaB pyKy K TPy, TOKJIOHUJICS OH. — 51 BCETO JIUIIb TIPEIaHHbIA CITyTa MOETO
rocnonuHa! Crynaii, noporas. Haiinés cama nqopory?

— He GecrnokoiiTech, — HEXKHO IIENHYJa OHA, HO BHYTpH BCc€ Kumeso. JIopHa Obuia B IpOCTH.

— D, ook /I! — KPUKHYJI el BCliell OpyKeHocell, — a IieJieOHbIe TPaBbl?

— BuauTte 51, MX HYXKHO TIPAaBUJILHO MPUTOTOBUTH! OfHA OmMMOKa, ¥ HUYEro He BBIAJET, —
He 000paYnBasICh, CKa3aia OHa.

— Tak HayuM MeHsI, KpacoTKa. Sl BCE MCHOHIO B TOYHOCTH! — MooOeIall OpyKeHOcell.

— D710 cTaphlil ceMelHbIl petienT, — JlopHa noBepHyaach kK CBUCTYHY, M TOPIO BCKUHYJIA
rOJIOBY — €AMHCTBEHHAsl LICHHOCTb, KOTOpasi y MeHs1 ecTb! U s1 He cTaHy e€ BbJaBaTh HU BaM, HU
KoMy-Obl TO HU ObIIO! Bapyr Bb nipurotoBute He Tak? KTo craHer orBevats?

Pany Ha HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMI 3a/1lyMaJiCsl, M, HAKOHEII, COTJIaCUJICS.
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— Hy, xopomo. M1y 3a MHOM, 3HaXapKa, st JOI0XKY X03siiHy. CKaku, 4T TeOe HyKHO JIJISI TOTO,
YTOOBI IIPUTOTOBUTH CHAZIOObe. BCE OyleT mpenocTaBiaeHo, eClii OH COTJIACUTCS TOBEPUThCS Tede.
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IIpuBopoTHOE 3eJIbe

Pany He nran: ero Xo3siMHy IEHCTBHUTEIBHO cTasio Jydine. Tem Oonee, 4To Mosogas KHsKHA
cuziena y ero IocTelu, U paccKasblBasla UICTOPHHU, KOTOPBIE BBIUMTAIA U3 KHUT, XPAaHUBIIHXCS B OMO-
mvoteke KHA34 bapko. Cenyac oHa pacckasblBajla CBOEMY KEHHMXY O 3JIOKIIOYEHHUAX MOpSKa, IOo
umenu Cunadaj. E€ ronoc xkypuan kak pyuye€k, U JecTBOBaJ Ha rpada yMUPOTBOPSIOLLIE.

Jlplora ciymman KHsDKHY, IPUKPBIB IV1a3a, Kak KOTa-To B JETCTBE CBOIO MaTyIIKy. MHOrooo-
pas3ue MUpa OH MO3HaJl He 10 KHUIaM, a 3aXBaTblBasl Yy)KMe ropoja, pa3rpadnss ux KasHy, yousas
3aIIUTHUKOB U TeX, KTO HE JKeJajl CKJIOHUTb TOJI0Bbl HA MUJIOCTh TIoOeuTeNs, kopons MirBaHa.

Baproiist crapajicsi He Jymarb O TOM, YTO Te€, KOrO OH yOMBas, ObLIM OOBIYHBIMH JIIO/IBMHU,
TaKUMHU K€, KaK U OH CaM.

— BuI npekpacHas pacckazumia, — MOXBaJIWI OH Maprur, Korja OHa 3aKOHYMIIa paccKas. —
Pacckakute 4to-HUOYIb eI€, CTOMb jKe 3aHMMaTeNIbHOE !

— Bam HenpeMeHHO HyXHO BBIyYMTBHCS I'pamoTe, rpad), — Ha MIHOBEHBE HEXKHBIE MAJIbLIBI
Maprut KOCHYJIMCh €I0 JIMIIA, — TOrJa Bbl CMOXETE UuTaTh camu. llepen BamMu OTKpoeTcs Lieblid
mup!

— A 4 yxe, MEXIy NPOYMM, KOE-4TO U3Y4UWs! — € ropiocTeio oTBeTHI Jlplona, crapasch
3aIIOMHUTDb €€ IIPUKOCHOBEHHUE.

OH Me[IeHHO BCTal, MbITasiCh He OOHAPYXKUTh CBOIO C1a0OCTh Nepe]] JEeBYIIKOM, MOJoIIs K
CTOIY, TIepPEeBEPHYJI JIeXKaIluii Ha HEM JUCcTOK. Tam ObUTO HamucaHo e€ uMst — Maprut. Hanucano
KOPSIBO, CJIOBHO NMHUCaJl peOEHOK, HO JIULO JIEBYILIKU POCBETIIENIO.

— Xorwre, 51 cama Oyay JaBaTh BaM YpOKH, rpad? — CIIpocuiia OHa, CMYIIAsiCh: BCE-TaKH OH
BU/IABILIMI BU/Ibl BOMH, MYXK4MHA, HAMHOTO crapiue e€. He ockopouTt s ero e€ npeaoxexnue?

Ona cMoTpesia Ha HEro, IBITasACh yrajgarb €ro MbICIH, & OH JyMal O TOM, Kak HE BOBPEMS
YKYCHJIa €ro POKJIATas TBapb. Uepes AeHb, MOXeET ObITh ABa, 37€Ch OyeT KHA3b bapko, otery Maprurt.
Her Hyx b1 OTKJ1a1p1BaTh CBab0Y. [1omyunTCest 11 BOCCTAHOBUTD CHJTBI, YTOOBI HE OTIO30PUTHCS Iepe]]
MOJIONOH KeHOon?

Bot o0 uém nyman baproiis.

Pazpnasncs poOkuii cTyK B BEpb. DTO OBUT OpYKEHOCEI.

— Moi1 rocnogyH, — y4TMBO HOKJIOHWJICS OH [lptosie, a 3atem Maprut, — ['ocnioxka!

— Yro ¢ Toboit, Pamy? Yto-To ciyunsiock? — cripocu rpad.

— Ilpocrure, uro BpbiBatoch kK Bam! Tam U3 nepeBHM npuiuia 3Haxapka. OHa yBepseT, 4To 'y
Heé ¢ co0oil 1eeOHble TPaBbl, KOTOPbIE IOMOTYT BaM BOCCTAHOBUTH CHUJIbL. OHAKO, YTO-TO B HEW
MHE HE HPaBUTCA.

— 3Haxapka? — nepecripocu [plosia, pelMBIINE, YTO 9TO OTBET HA MYUYMBILINMI €I0 BOIIPOC.
— Kro Takas u uTo Xo4er 3a cBoM yciayru?

— Hexas Jlopna. U3 nogannsix Bameir Mutoctu. Ona cka3asia, 4To npuobuia, Kak TOJIBKO
yCTIbIIIaa O HecyacThbe, MmpousomieaneM ¢ Bamu. O Harpaje pa3roBopa He ObUIO, HO 51 YBEpEH, 4TO
OHa HE MOIIPOCUT MHOTO.

— Xoporo, — Jlptona godpajics A0 KpoBaTH, U OYKBaJbHO PYXHYJ Ha He€, — IpUBEIU €€
4yyTb MO3ke. 5 ycra.

On Temio npoctuiicst ¢ Maprur, ¥ OHM YCJIOBWIIMCh, YTO OHA 3aUIET K HEMY TIOCJIE BU3HTA 3HA-
xapku. KHskHa yIu1a, BOOLYIIEBIEHHAS TEM, YTO €€ CYIpyr caM CTPEMUTCS CTaTh 0OPa30BaHHBIM.
Omna ysnpibaach CBOMM MBICIISIM, U yKe TIPEACTaBIsIa cede, Kak OyayT MPOXOAUTD UX MEPBbIe YPOKH.

JlopHa, Tem BpemeHeM, ocBavBaiack B 3amke. OHa noTpeOoBaja cebe KOMHATy C O4aroM u
CTOJIOM, KyXOHHYIO YTBapb U O0UKY YHMCTeHIIell Bopl. A Takke 00en U (ppyKTHI, 1JIsl OICPKAHUS
CHJL.
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B 3amke, Kpome X03sIMHA U €T0 OpPYKEHOCIIA, MPOXUBAIIO OKOJIO JBAIIIATH YETIOBEK MPUCITYTH,
a Takke HeOOJNBINON OTPsJ] CTPAXHU, OKOJIO TPUALIATH YestoBeK. [TocT HauanbHUKA CTPaXu 3aHUMAl
crapbiil ToBapuil pIoibl, ¢ KOTOPEIM MM IPUIIIOCh HEMAJIO TIepeXuTh. I pad emy noBepsi.

[Tpucyroit pyKOBOAWII CTAPUK ABOPEIKUIA 10 MMeHH Buiib. OH e Opast Ha ceOs1 00s13aHHOCTH
[epeMOHUIMeNCcTepa, KOrjia Mpre3kalid BaxHbie rocTd. Ho 00a, 1 Ha4aIbHUK CTPaKH, ¥ IBOPEIIKHIA
— MOTUYUHSIIUCH TTPaBoy pyke rpada, Pany.

[TosTomy 3HaxXapke B KOPOTKMI CPOK OOECTIeurIIi BCE, AJIsl IPUTOTOBJICHHUSI LIeJIeOHOTO Cpefl-
crBa. Pagy xoten ObUIO MPHCYTCTBOBATh MPH €ro MPUTOTOBJICHUH, HO 3HAaXapKa BBHICTABWIIA €rO,
COCJIABIIIMCh HA TO, YTO HUKTO HE JIOJKEH y3HATh TalHy €€ CeMEHHOro perenta.

Oxono yaca 3Haxapka rOTOBWJIA 3ejibe, He MOKHIas KOMHaThl, a Pagy ocraBaigoch TOJBKO
XOUTh OKOJIO 3alepToil JIBEpH, COXajes, YTO B JAaHHOM IOMEIIEHUH HET CEKPETHOTO CIyXOBOIO
OKHa.

Hakomer, 3BSIKHYJT KOJIOKOJIBYMK — 3HaXapKa M3Belajia OpyKeHOCIa, YTO CPeICTBO FOTOBO.

Opy:xeHocell, B KOMITAHUH JIByX CTPaKHUKOB BOIIEN B noMerieHre. CHIIBHO MaxJio NajaeHou
TPaBOM, KAKOW-TO rOPEYbIo U e OOr 3HAET, YeM.

— Tsl pomkHa UCTIPOOOBATH CPENICTBO A0 TOTO, KaK MBI IaIUM ero Hamemy [ocrionuny, —
ckazas CBHUCTYH. — Ha I71a3ax y TUX JIIOAEH, OH KUBHYJ HA CTPAXKHHUKOB.

— Koneuno, s1 Mory, — mieku JIOpHBI 3a1ni1a Kpacka, — HO BOT He3ajada! 1o cpeicTBO 1ist
MYKYMHBI, Y JKEHIIMHBI OHO MOKET BBI3BaTh. .. HEKeJaTesbHble Bel. Poct 6opomsl, Harpumep. Tak
YTO, JIyYIlle IyCTh UCIIPOOYET KTO-TO U3 MYKYMH.

— 3abaBHO ObUTO OB TOCMOTPETH Ha Tebs1 ¢ Ooponoi, — Pany BriepBeie yibsiOHyICs JlopHe,
npeacTaBuB cede Takoe. — Tbl Moria Obl 3apadaThiBaTh B IMPKE rocroarHa ManbTyca!

CTpaXHUKH 3aCMesUUCh, a JIopHa, HUIyTh HE OOUAEBIINCH, 0OPATIIACH K HUM:

— Hy, myxuunsl! KT0 U3 Bac puckHET onpodoBath Mo¢ cpeicTBo? OHO CIOCOOHO yTPOUTH
Baiy cuiibl! MoxerT, ThI? — 00paTniachk OHa K MOJIOJOMY 3/I0POBSIKY.

Pany v BTOpo# cTpaXHUK YCTaBUIIUCh HA HETO.

— Hagaii, ToM, — mogdoapuII 3I0POBSIKA €0 TOBAPHIII.

— Jla MeHs MaTyIIKa-PUPOJIA U TaK He o0uena, — MpodaCcHII TOT, sl He 3HAI0, KyJa CUITYIIKY
neBath! Moxet ObITh Thl, Muxan? Moriu Obl Torga modopoThCs.

CyxomaBsiii Muxan nogymail, 1 MaxHyJl pyKoH,

— 39X, JagHO! — OH B3s11 U3 pyK JIOpHBI CTakaH cpeAcTBa, M MOIHSJ €ro Ha rojloBOi: — 3a
3nopoBbe Ero Musoctu, rpaca dpiosisl!

W et Tpu nape! r1a3 BHUMAaTEIBHO HAOMIONAHN, KaK IEPHYIICS €ro KaJplK.

Beinus, Muxas nokpyTus rojioBoi:

— 3abopucras Mep30cTh! — MPOCUTIE OH, ¥ TIOBEPHYJICA K 3HAXapKe,— 4TO ThI TyAa 100a-
BUJIA, a?

— Hwugero Takoro, 4to mMorJio Ob1 Tebst youTh, — nipoBopKoBaia JIopHa, 3a0upasi y Hero cTakas.
— BCKOpE Thl IOYYBCTBYeIIb ceOst borareipéM, Muxait. 3a 706aBKOM MPUOEKHIIb!

— MuxaJ, HUKy/a He OTIyvaiics u3 3aMka, — nonpocui Pany. Y mpuxonu Ko MHe yepes napy
yacoB. OlieHNM, Kak Ha TeOsl MOJEeUCTBOBAIO 3eJIbe TOCTIOKHU JIOPHBL.

— l'ocnionuH! — MoKJIOHMIACh Ta, — 3a JIBa Yaca CpelICTBO YTPATUT CBOU CBOWCTBA, TIPUIETCS
TOTOBUTH HOBOE. MBI IOJIKHBI ceivac ke Aarh ero ['ocrionuny.

— Bor kak? — Haxmypwiics Pany.

On nopomén y Muxaity, ¥ IIsIs eMy B IJIa3a, CIIPOCHT: — KakK Thl ceOs OIyIIaeiib?

— Xoporio! — 601po OTBETHII CTPAKHUK, — eIIE HEMHOTO, M CMOTY TIOOOPOTh TOTO 3/10PO-
Bsika! OH TosIKHYJ TOoMa KyJ1akoM B IJ1e4O.

— JlagHo, cnenyit 3a MHOM, 3HaXapKa.—B3/I0XHYJI OPYKEHOCELl, — 1 IPUXBATU CBOE 3€J1be.

— Cnymatock, rocnionud Pany, — kpoTko ynbiOHyaachk JlopHa.
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['maBHBIN MHTpEAUEHT OHA TIpUnacia 1Jis [Iplosbl, ¥ Terepb Aymaia, Kak J0OaBUTb €ro B Cpell-
CTBO, KOTOPOE TaK YAaYHO UCIIBITANT Ha ce0e CTPaKHHUK.

I'pacpa pazdymun cryk. OH yBuaen mepe codooit Pamy, KOTOpBI OCTaBUB 3HaXapKy 3a JiBe-
PbIO, 171 €1 BOBMOXKHOCTb «YJIyUIIUTh» CBOE 3€JIbe. BOCTIONb30BaBLIMCH MOMEHTOM, OHA JJOCTAJIA U3
JEKOJIbTE KPOIICUHBIH My3bIPEK, U KallHyJIa B KyBIIMHYMK, B 11eJI€OHBII OTBap.

HcnyraBimck, 4To JBeph BOT-BOT OTKPOETCs, OHA KalHy/Ia YyTh MEHbIIE, YeM ObLJIO HYKHO,
U TENepb, COPATaB My3bIPEK, COXKaAJIEIa O CBOEU MOCHEUTHOCTH.

Haxonen, nBepp OTKpbLIACK.

— Moxenib BoiTH. — Pagy aain eil BO3MOKHOCTb MPOUTH, HO BO B3IJIsI/IE €r0 BCE eIllé YuTa-
JIOCh HEJIOBEpPHE U HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Moii lNocriogun! — JlopHa ornycTuiach Ha KOJIEHHU Tiepe]] KpoBartblo rpada, — s IPUroTo-
BUJIA CPECTBO, KOTOPOE M30aBUT BAC OT JII0OOI XBOPH, HAMIOJHUT Ballle TeJI0 MOJIOIOCTHIO M CHIION !

— He ouensb-To 51 Bepio 3HaxapsM, — ycMexHyJIcs JIploia, — HO 4TO K€ Thl IIONPOCHUIIb B3a-
MeH, KpacaBuiia?

— Ecimm moé€ cpencreo nomosker Bameir Munoctu, — ckaszana JlopHa, onyctuB B30p, — £
OBl XOTeJa OcTaThes B 3aMKe. S Obl Moruia sieunTsb ciyr Bamein Musocty, ecnu HykHO, Bac u Barry
MIPEKPaCcHYI0 HeBeCTY !

— CKOpO OHa CTaHeT KeHOW, — BCIIOMHUB 0 Maprut, ynbiOHyJIcs [lpiona.

— 4 mory ObITh M0JIe3HA, — CKPOMHO MOKJIOHMIACh JIOpHa. — KpoMe Mpodvero, s yMelo Mpu-
HUMAaTb POJbI!

— Xopo1uo, — cortacuics [lpiona, — eciu Thl TaK XOpoIlia, KaK TOBOPHILIb, MOXKEIIb PACCUU-
THIBaTh Ha CTOJI U KPOB B 3aMKe€.

— Braropapio, moit ['ocmoguu! — oHa npuiioxmiack rydamMu K ero pyke, M MOJHsIIA I71a3a:
— MHE HYKHO BUJIETh PaHYy.

I'pac noBepHyJICs K HEll IPYroil CTOPOHOM U yKa3asl Ha €/1Ba 3aMETHbIE TOUYKU, BOKPYT KOTOPBIX
BOCTIAJIUJIACH KOXKa.

— DTO0 NOXOXe Ha APEBHIOI Maruio, — nokavaja ronooy JlopHa. Hauienus 3enbe U3 cBoero
KYBIIIMHYMKA B CTaKaH, OHA TO/IHECIIa CHAaIo0be JIpioie. — HO MOE CpelIcTBO HEUTpan3yeT U e¢!

I'pad nonHEC HAMUTOK K JIKILY, IOHIOXaJI, U OCYILIWJI B IBa IJIOTKA.

Bcé 310 Bpems JIopHa, He OTphIBasACh, CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO.

— Teneps cTymnaii, — OH BEpHYJI el IycToi cTakaH. — Pajy pacrnopsiautcst, 4ToObI TeOe Bhizie-
JIMJIM KOMHATYy.

Iptona 3amomyait 1 mocMotpest Ha Pany. B ero B3rsue yuTaioch n3yMIICHHE.

— UYro moii rocrioguH?! YTO-TO He Tak? — HCIyrajcs opykeHocell U OPOCHIICS Ha 3HaXapKy.
CxBatuB e€ 3a 1ieun, CTaj TpsACTU: — TeOe OTPyOAT rOJIOBY, €CJIM UTO He Tak, MoHsiIa?

— Ortnycru e€, CBuctyH, — Jlplosia OlIyIbIBaJ CBOIO IIEI0 U TPyab. S U mpaBaa, ONIyIIalo
CUJTY, KOTOPOM HaJMBAIOTCS MOU MBIIIIIBI.

Pany Bbimoxnyi1, u ormycrun Jlopny. [ptona mocMoTpest Ha HE€, CIIOBHO YBUJIEJ BIIEPBBIE.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT, kpacaBuma?
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Kavmaia IHlranu

Kamuina 6su1a BocbMoit jodepsio rpacda Pycrepa, HacneaHuka HeKora 3HaTHOTO, HO Ha TOT
MOMEHT €J1Ba CBOJSIIET0 KOHLBI C KOHIaMH pojaa. Korzja aeByllike MCHOJHWIOCH MATHALATD, €€
IIPEACTaBUIIM KO ABOpY. Kamuiia Obl1a HexxHa, Kak HepacKphIBILUIICs OyTOH: TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, (hraJl-
KOBBIE TJ1a3a, (papdopoBast Koxa. MHorue odpamiaiy Ha JIeByIIKY BHUMaHKE, M BCKOpE OHa IOJy-
YMJIa HECKOJIbKO OpayuHbIX MPEAJIOKEHUI.

Ponutenn BoiOpany camoe BeirogHoe — oT Oapona IlItaiina. Coryxu o GorarctBe 6apoHa 3acta-
BWJIM poauTesierd KaMusuibl 3aKphITh IJ1a3a HA OTPOMHYIO Pa3HUILy B BO3pacTe, KEHUXY ObLIO MOUTH
IIECTBECHT.

— OH ke crapiie Moero AeAyliku! — MpuuuTasa AeBylika, oopamiasich K MaTtepu, — 51 He
*kelato ObITh ero cuaenkor! Mue ropasno 6osbiire o ayme Mopuc JletieH!
— Kakas Tl y MeHsI DJIymbIlKa, — CMesiCh, OTBeuana rpaguts. — Yem crapiie Myx, TeM

ayudie. TeMm paHblie oH yiAET Ha HeOeca, a Tl CTaHelllb Ooraroi BOOBYIIKOW. BoT Torna mut Oyznelib
BHIOMpaTh, a He TeOs !

— Ho Mopuc...

— Tsoit Mopuc, no cpaBaenuio ¢ 6apoHom IllTaitHom, HuI! — BCTYNMJI B pa3roBop OTell,
— ¥ HAlll OTBET TAaKOB: Thl CTaHEIlIb jkeHOoM OapoHa IlTaiiHa. B mpoTuBHOM cityyae, MOXellb IpsMO
ceifuac uaTH K cBoeMy Mopucy. EcTb s1ykoByio OXJIEOKY 1 Tpo3510aTh B capae, KOTOPbI OH rOpao
Ha3bIBAET 3aMKOM!

I'pacpuns ¢ yKOpU3HOHN MocMoTpena Ha Myxka U oOHsuia aoub. Kamwuia paspblganachk eil B
wievo. ['pad pjonwmit KpyxKy NEHUCTOTO I ¥ MPOTSKHO PHITHYJL.

Yepes nBe Henenn Kamuuia craiia sKeHOM CTapuKa.

BorarcTBo 6apoHa efBa Ji MPeBOCXOAMIIO ero cKynocTb. K Tomy ke, oH ObUI elmé BechMa Kpe-
NOK (PU3MYECKH, U MEeUTaJ O HacJAeHUKe. [[Bax /bl B HEAEIO OH TPeOOBaJl OT MOJIOOM KEeHbl UCIOJI-
HEHHSI CYIPYKEeCKOTO JIONTa, M MBIXTEN HaJl Heid, B TO BpeMsl Kak OHa Ooposach ¢ MPHUCTYaMH TOIII-
HOTBI OT 3allaxa ero CTapyeckoro TeJja.

OpHaxapl OH 3aMETUJT 9TO, U BBICKA3aJI €1, YTO €CJIM OHA HE U3MEHUT CBOETO OTHOILIEHMS K
HeMy, OH OyZeT BbIHY:K/IeH e€ Haka3aTh. 1 GapoHecca craia rojoars: 3a eHb 10 BU3UTA MykKa, OHA
HUYEro He eJ1a U He MUJIa, YTOObI He CITy4mIoch KOH(Py3a. OIHAKO, CTaIo etIé XykKe: rojo 000CTpsl
oOoHstHUe. JIuIb yepes roj el ynauoch NPUBBIKHYTh, HO OJIM30CTh C MYXEM BCE PaBHO BOCIIPUHH-
MaJach €M, Kak IIOBUHHOCTb.

Korga nonroxgaHHas 6epeMeHHOCTb HACTyNUjIa, OapoH, HaKOHEL, OCTaBUJI MOJIOZYIO JKEHY B
nokoe. g Kamuuiel HacTana cyacTimBast Nopa — OHa COBEpILAJia ITPOTyJIKH 10 CTAPUHHOMY ITapKy,
NpUHMMAaNa y ceOsl MoPYT, a HEHABUCTHOTO CYNpyra HaOMoaa TONbKO 32 3aBTPAKOM.

Ho eaBa celH HEMHOTO NOAPOC, CTAJIO OYEBUAHO, YTO MaJIBIII HE3I0POB, CKylIeH ymoM. Torma
GapoOH CTaJI MO/I03peBaTh, YTO peOEHOK HE OT Hero. XMypbIM OCEHHUM YTPOM OH BOPBAJICS B AETCKYIO,
B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/1a MoJiofasi GapoHecca Obljia ¢ CBIHOM OJIHA.

Hecmotps Ha HenpusisHb K cynpyry, Kamusuia ob6osxana cBoero pedGénka. M orToro, 4to oH ObL1
HETIOJTHOLIeHeH, oowia ero emé oonpine. OHa B3sjla MaJIBIIA HA PYKH, [IEJIOBAJIA €T0 MaJICHbKHE
NaJIbYMKH, Iepedrpaia ero peJKue, CBeTIble KyIpsIIKH.

— CynapbIHs, BaM HEOOXOIMMO OOBSICHUTBCSI! — 3aopast Ha He€ OapoH. — VI3BobTe MOJO-
KUTh peOEHKa!

— He xpuuure, cymappb, Bbl Hamyraji Majbillal — YKOPU3HEHHO IOCMOTpesia Ha Myxa
Kamunna.

— MHe Hazioeno, — GapoH MOHU3UJI TOJIOC U 3aTPSIC YKA3aTeIbHBIM MAJIBIEM Iepe/1 €€ JINIIOM:
— HAJI0eJI0, UTO CIyru cMmetotcsi MHe Beien! Yeit ato pedénok? OTevaii-e!
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OH cran BBIpHIBATH ChIHA W3 PyK Kamuyuiel, Ml 3arjiakain ¥ Ha HIyM HpUOeKaiu JBe
HSIHBKH, KOTOPBIX OapoHecca OTITYCTUJIA, YTOOBI OCTAThCs ¢ MAJIbYMKOM HaeAuHE.

— Cypnapsp, npekparute, — OapoHecca eme Kpende Mprkumaia K cede MajabuuKa, — BbI
COIIUTU ¢ yMa!

Ei1 ynanochk BRIBEpHYTBCS ¥ OTJAaTh peOEHKA OHOM 13 HsiHb. [1ocse uero oHa 3aKpbljia X CBOEH
IPyIbI0, KOTOPast BBICOKO B3bIMaach. JIMIIO €€ Mbliaio rHEBOM.

— Kak BbI cMeeTe OOBUHSATH MEHsI B HEBEPHOCTH? — KPUKHYJIA OHA MYXKY B JIUIIO. — KpOMe
BaC, 51 HE 3HAJIa HU OJIHOTO MYKYMHBI. TO — OHa MMoKa3asia Ha pebeHka, — Bail cbiH — Togo! Kposb
OT KPOBH, IUIOTb OT iotu!

— $I 3Ha10, KTO Balll TIOOOBHUK | — OAPOH B35U1 KEHY 32 PyKaB U BBITOJIKAN U3 IeTCKOM. Yensiip
paccrynaiach nepej HUMu, MOYTUTENIBHO KIIAHAACH.

Bapon npusonok Kamusuty B momerienue, rjae He ObIO HUKAKOW MeOen, 1 KpUKHYJI CBOEMY
CIIyre uepes IUievo:

— Ipusectu!

Kamusia He Bepuiia B mpoucxofsiiee, el Ka3aaoch, 4TO OHa BUAMT AypHOH coH. Hakoner,
MOCITBIIIAJICS TPOXOT, U IBOE CIIYT OPOCHJIH Ha TMOJ U3PAHEHHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

— K10 3107 — rpadmHs oTBepHYJIach, HE B CUJIaX CMOTPETh Ha KPOBOTOYAIIME PAHbI HA CUJTb-
HOM, MYCKYJIICTOM TeJIe MYKUHHBI.

— He y3Haérte? — u3aeBaTeIbCKu MPOU3HEC OapoH, U 0OpaTHIICS K CIyraM: — MpUBEIUTE
€ro B 4yBCTBO!

HecuactHoro okatuim Boo# u3 Begpa. OIuH U3 CIIyT, CXBaTHUB IJIEHHHUKA 32 BOJIOCHI, TPUTIOJ-
HSLJT €r0 TOJIOBY.

Koraa paHeHblit OTKpBLT I71a3a, TyObl €10 APOTHYINH, HO TaK M HE CMOTJIN CIIOXKUTHCS B YIIBIOKY,
MOTOMY UTO CHEKJIUCh OT KPOBH.

— Most m0o060Bb. .. — cKazaJl oH, oOparasch k 6aporecce. — I[Ipocrtu.

— Yro BBl ¢ HUM caenamu? — axHyna rpaduHs U KpUKHY/IA HA CIyr:— OOXe MOM, OH Xke
nBopsinuH! Bac noBecsT!

— OHHU [IeWCTBOBAJIH 10 MOEMY ITPUKa3y, — MOCbIIIAJICS rojioc 6apoHa, — A Bainero yo60B-
HUKa, CyAapbIHs, 3aKOMAIOT B siMe, Kak Oe3pomHyio codaky! $1 He moTperutio nogoOHOro YHUKEeHU !

— Ho, s He 3Ha0, Kak OH 3/1ech okazasics! S He Bunena Moprca co aHs Hatrel ¢ Bamu cBagbObi!
— orpaBabIBaiachk 6aponecca, —MeHs OroBOpuIn!

Bapon Momua oTBepHYJICS U BHIIIEN, cAeaB 3Hak ciyram. OHu nocienoBaiu 3a HUM. Ha mommy
ocTajics m30UTHIN 0 noycmeptu rpad JletineH.

— Panu Bcero cBsiToro, 4To BHI TYT Jenaere? — Opocuiiach K Hemy Kamuiuia, — novemy Bbl
B TakoM coctosiHuu? 13-3a Bac...

— 41... XoTen B3IJIsAHYTh HA BaC — €Jie BITOBAPMBAs CJI0Ba, Mpou3HEC Mopuc. — enie pas...
HE CMOT... He TIPOCTHUBIIIKCh. .. HA BOCTOKE BOWHA.... 51 XOTeJI 3a0parh Ball oOpa3s... ¢ COOOIL. .

— 41 moroBopio ¢ MykeM, 51 0OOBSCHIO OIMIMOKY! — OHa KOCHYJIaCh KOHYMKAMH TAJIbIIEB €r0
IIEKH, U XOTeJla BCTaTh, HO...
— Her... croitre! ITopoxaute... — cXBaTWJI €€ 3a 3aMsCThe YMUPAIOIIUHN U MOTHEC €€ JIaJJOHb

K OKPOBaBJICHHBIM I'y0aM,— IPOCTO MOOyAbTe CO MHOW! YMepeTh Ha BalllMX pyKax — CYacThe.
Kamwna...

D10 OBLIO MOCJEAHEE CJIOBO, KOTOPOE OHA OT HEro YCJIbIIIaa.

— Kro-au0yap! Crona! [Tomorute! — 3akpuyana 6GapoHecca, bapadaHs B JBEpPb, a MyXK, KOTO-
PhIii TIOAMIISAABIBAI 32 HEW B CIICIIMAIBHOE OKOIIIKO, TTOHSLI, YTO YBUAEHHOE €ro BO30YIHIIO.

Boweniue yepe3 kakoe-to Bpems ciayru ortopBayim Kamuty ot tena Mopwuca, nocie yero,
YIOBJICTBOPEHHBIN OApOH PEIIrJI, YTO HAIIEN CIIOCOO OTOMCTHUTD KeHe 32 e€ HeOOOBb.
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Ha cnenyromiee yrpo 6apoHnecca o6Hapy)uia ceOsl oo, MPUBSI3aHHOM K CTOJIOUMKAM KPOBATH.
I'onoBa cierka 6oena, BCE MIbLIO, CIOBHO B TYMaHe.

Kamuina néprynack, HO BepEBKM OOJTHO BIWJIKMCH B 3AITSICThS M JIOIBIKKH.

— Jlynza! — no3BaJia OHa CITyKaHKY.

Ho Bmecto JIyussl B KOMHATY BOmEn 6apoH. OH MOAOMIEN U MPOBEN JIEASTHON PYKOW O BHYT-
PEeHHel MoBepxXHOCTH Oefpa KeHbl. E€ Teslo MOKPBIIIOCh Mypalkamu.

— TMoxommmBas cydka! — OH OTBECHJI el JIETKYI0, HO OOMIHYIO MOUIEYNHY U CIIETKa MPUCBUCT-
HYJL

[Mocnpimancst mym 1 BO3Hs, CHapy XXy ObUIO CIIBIIITHO COTMIEHHE U IOPOX cOpachiBAMOM Ha MO
OfIEK b, TIOCTIE Yero, K KpOBaTH MOJOIILIN JIBa OOHAKEHHBIX MYXKUYMHBL. VX uIa ObLUTH CKPBITHI MOJT
MacKaMH.

— Omna Baia, — paBHOIYIIHO OPOCHII GapOH, ¥ MOBEPHYBIIKCD, YAATUJICA 32 IIUPMY, OTKYy/a
coOpaJicst HaOMOAATh CIICKTAKIIb.

— Bepnurech, 6apoH! S ymonsio, He ocTymnaiTe Tak co MHOW! — kpuuasia Kamuina, u mbita-
JIach TJIeBaTh B 3a0paBIIMXCsA B €€ MOCTeNIb MYKUUH, — YHANUTE OT MeHsl, Mep3aBlibl! $1 y3Haio KTo
BBI, BaC Ka3HAT!

Ho onu He cnymanu, v nenajiv CBOE Aesi0 — U BCKope Kpuku Kamwuuiel 3aTuXiu, a mocsie
MIPEBPATUIIMCH B MHOTOTOJIOCHIH CTOH. M3-3a IIMPMBI TOCTIBIIIAIHMCH AaTUIOAMCMEHTHI OAPOHA, KOTOPHIH
ocTajicsl BecbMa J1oBoJieH. OH iymaJl, 4TO Haka3aJl )keHy, HO MMEHHO B TO yTPO OHa BIIEPBbIE UCTIbITAIA
oprasm.

Bapon 00bsIBII KeHe, YTO eCIM OHA B3IyMaeT KOMY-HUOY/Ib MOKAJIOBAThCS O CITyUMBILEMCS C
Mopucom, Wim ¢ Hell, «e€ yOrmoaKa» TOT4ac OTIPABAT KyJa-HUOYb MOJJIbIIE, B TPHIOT.

N 6aponecca momyana.

Uepes mecsll OHa y3Hasla, YTO BHOBb OepeMeHHa, HEMOHSTHO OT KOTo, M OHA U3 CIIYKaHOK,
PUCKYs TOJIOBOM, IOCTaBUJIa €l CPEJICTBO, BHIIIUMB KOTOpoe, Kamusuia eqsa He ymepra.

Cityumsicst BBIKUIIBIII, ¥ TIOYTH OMHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM coObITHEM Y KamMusuisl poausiock ropsi-
Yee keJJaHhue IOMOYb OApOHY TOKMHYTb TOT MHUP.

BepHas ciyxaHka BTOpoy pa3 MojBEpIIach PUCKY, U Ha ITOT Pa3 MOCTaBUIIA TIepe]] CBOE roc-
MOXOU M3AHBINA (1akoH ¢ syoM. OHa Kak pa3 HaménTeiBania Kamusuie coco0 ero nmpuMeHeHus,
Kak BIPYT, BOPBABIIMICS CIIyra OOBSBUII, UTO OapOHa 3aKOJIONH MPSIMO BO BPEMS OXOTHI.

BunoBHOro Tak u He Hanum, HO Kamwina Hazmesach, uto 310 Ob1 Mopuc. Eit xotenoch
AyMaTh, 9TO OH BBIKUJI, TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK €ro, Oe3/IbIXaHHOT0, COPOCHIIM B POB BMECTE C OTXOJAMHU.

Ho 3710 He 6bu1 Mopuc, Tak Kak OH Tak M He 00bsiBUIICS. BeposiTHO, GapoHa 3aK0J10/1 HAaéMHBIH
yOwmiilla, HAHATBHIN KEM-TO U3 €ro MHOTOUMCIICHHBIX BparoB. Kamusuia Obia emy OnarogapHa.

Hakoner oHa ctana 6oratoii BIOBOM, U MOIJIa PACTUTh ChIHA He 0OSICh pa3nyKu. B 3To Bpems
oHa cOnm3mach ¢ rpaduHelt AHHOM.

B BecOopre, kyna noapyru npruObLIN Ha IOMOJIBKY rpada, 00e 1yBCTBOBAU Ce0s1 YaCThIO CBET-
cKoro oodrmiecTBa. VIMEHHO 1MOSTOMY OHHM He CIIEIIWIM MOKUAATh 3aMOK, a PEIIIN J0KIAThCs CBa-
apObl Iptonsl 1 Maprut. Beuepamu Kamuina u AHHA Urpaim ¢ OCTJIbHBIME TOCTSIMH B KapThl.

X0351H 3aMKa, a TeM 0oJiee, ero «0one3Hast HeBeCTa», Kak criepBa oT3bBasiach 0 Maprut 6apo-
Hecca lITaiiH, pesko MPUHUMAIN Y4acThe B 9TUX 3a0aBax.

OpHax bl TOCTU 3aTesUIU Pa3BJIeyubCsl UTPO B (DaHTHI.

Kaxp1i1 Urpok 1aBasi cBOIO BElllb, U CKJIaIbIBAJ B KOP3UHY, [10CTIE YETO, BOASAIIEMY 3aBS3bIBAIN
71232, U I0CTaBasi U3 KOP3UHBI BEIllb, CIPAITMBAIIN: «UTO JOJDKEH JIeNIaTh STOT (paHT» ?

B 310T pa3 ma3a ObuTM 3aBsI3aHBI y caMOW OAPOHECCH, U OHA BECEJIO 03ByUMBAJIa KAK MIMEHHO
JOJIKEH pa3Bjieyb UTPAIOIIMX TOT UM UHOW YYACTHUK UTPBI.

I'padune AHHe, HanpuMep, A0CTaJIOCh BECbMa MPUSATHOE 3aJaHUE: @ UMEHHO BBIIUTH MO
aBa OOKaJsia BUHA, TIOCJIE Yero MPU3HATLCS B JIIOOBU JIIOOOMY HI'POKY.
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Mapku3 MOHTUHBSIK X pIOKaJl, 1300paskasi CBUHBIO, a TOCTH JIOJKHBI ObLIT KOPMUTSB ero. Moro-
JeHbKasl )KeHa MapKu3a CTaHIeBajla Ha CTOJe, U CIieia apy CKaOpe3HbIX KYyILJIETOB.

OcraJioch Tpoe UTPOKOB — JIBOE MYKUMH U cama OapoHecca.

Korma u3 kop3uHbl ObUT U3BJICUEH OUEPeHOUN «(aHT», OHA MPHUKa3aja ero BIACIbIly CITy-
CTUTBCS B OABAJ O3 COnmpoBOkIeHus1. 1 mpoBenst TaM HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi, B aOCOMIOTHON TEMHOTE,
BEPHYTBCS M paccKas3aTh BCEM «HCTOPUIO, JIEACHSIIYIO KPOBb».

Kamuina Hagesnach, 4to Belllb, KOTOPYIO M3BJIEKJIM W3 KOP3MHbBl HEXHbIE PYYKHM MapKU3bl
MOHTHUHBSK, IPUHAIVIEKUT KOMY-TO U3 My:K4MH. Bce pazom 3amonuanu. bapoHnecca copsaiia ¢ a3
TMIOBSI3KY U YBHUJIeJIa COOCTBEHHYIO OpOIIIb.

s xpabpocTu, niepe] TeM, Kak CITyCTUTbCsl, KaMuiia BeINiIa BHHA, U OCTaBUB BECENYIO,
XMeJIbHYI0 KOMIIAaHUMIO HaBepXy, Hauasa CIyck Bo TbMy. Korja oHa ouyTuiach BHU3Y, JIIOK 3aXJIOM-
HYJICSl ¥ OHA OKa3aJ1ach B MOJTHOM TEMHOTE.

«51 HUYero He BUXKY» — cKazasia cama cebe OapoHecca. — «IJyree HUYero 1 He MPUIyMaTh».

Brpyr okono He€ 3axkércsi ManeHbkuil oronék. Ilotom emg€, u emg. Bekope, ux ObUIO yxe
HECKOJIbKO — M C TOMOIIBIO X CBEeTa, OapoHecca yBujena CTelIaxu ¢ OyThUIKAMHU U KOPUAOp, B
KOHIIE KOTOPOTO YTO-TO Mepuano. OroHbKM YCTPEMUJIUCH Ty/a, HO OapoHecca He IMoluia 32 HUMH,
e crano 60s3H0. OHA cMOTpena Ha 0OJIAuKO CBETa, yAASIBILIEECs OT He€, U JKJIaja, KOTja UCTeUET
TOJIO’KEHHBIN CPOK, U CBEPXY HAaKOHEL-TO OTKPOETCS BBIXO/.

Brpyr o6mauko ocTaHOBHUJIOCH, M IBUHYJIOCh Ha3aj, K OapoHecce. B LieHTpe ero siBHO Bbijie-
asinack purypa. 1o Obul yesoBek. Korma oH mopomén onmxke, oHa 4yyTh HE BCKPUKHYJA: HA HeE,
ynbioasich, cMotpen Mopuc. C Toro caMoro JHsI, Kak OHa BUJIeIa ero B OCJAEHUN pa3 MPOIILUIO TPH
JecsiTKa JIeT, HO OH ObUT BCE TaK e MOJIOJ M KPacuB, KaK M TOT/Ia, KOTJa MOCBATaJICs 3a HeE.

OH mnoz1o11€1 coBCceM OJIM3KO U CKa3all OHO CJIOBO:

— Kamuna!
— Mopuc?! — orcTynuia oHa, HalIynbiBas Iepuja — Ho... Kak?
— baponecca! — nocnbimanochk ceepxy. Bpems Boiiio! Mbl kJIEM UCTOPUIO, JIEIEHSIITYIO

KpOBbB!

— 4 npuny x Tede, — nooderntan Moprc 1 paCTBOPUIICS BO Mpake.

OroHbku, O/IUH 3a IpyruM, noraciu. baponecca npotépia riasa.

— Kamwiina! — ona y3Hasia rosoc AHHbI, — 171 ke Bbl? [logHumaiitecs!

OkxkazaBimch HaBepxy, Kamuiiia, moacinenoBaro 11y puiach, s Ha BECETYI0 KOMITAHUIO.

— ¥ Bac Tako# Buf, GapoHecca, CJIOBHO Bbl YBUEM MpHU3paKa! — 3axJionaia B Ja oIy Map-
Kr3a MOHTUHBSIK, — MBI kJIEM 0OEIIaHHYI0 UCTOPUIO!

— Jla-z1a, UCTOpuIO, JIEAEHSIIYIO KPOBb! — clieJiajl CTpalHbIe 71a3a MapKU3, U CXBATUJI KEHY
3a MSITKOE MECTO, OTYETO Ta 3aBU3kKaJla U 3aCMEsIach.

— ... — Kamunna okuHyna B3[JII0OM CMEIOIIMECs JIMLA, U OIyCTHIIA TOJIOBY: — IMPOCTHUTE,
HO 51 HEBaXKHO ceO0s1 UyBCTBYIO... IOWAY MPUJIATY.

CocnaBuvce Ha JypHOE CaMOUYYBCTBHE, OHA, B COMPOBOXKIECHUM CBOEM MOAPYrv AHHBI, OTIpa-
BUJ1aChb B CBOU IIOKOMH.

— BbI Tak OnieqiHBI, CIOBHO M TIPaBIa, YBUIEIW TaM UYTO-TO CTpaliHoe,— AHHA C TPeBOrou
nocMorpena Ha Kamwny.

— 4 Buzena Mopuca, — HaKJIOHUJIA TOIOBY AHHA, — OH COBCEM He rocrtapeJ!

— I'pad Jleiinen? OH xuB?

— Borock, uTo HeT. D10 ObUT TPUBPAK.

[o B3mIs1y oapyru GapoHecca MoHsIa, YTo AHHA HE BEPUT €id, ¥ 3aMorJaia.

— MHe noObITh ¢ BaM#? — CIIpocuiIa rpaduHs.

— Her, sHer, Bam Jiyuiie yiitu, goporas, — oto3Bayiach Kamusuia. — 4 ycrana, xody B3apeM-
HYTb.

— Bbl yBepeHbl? — Ha BCAKUU Cllydail epecrnpocuiia rpacpuHs.
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— VBepena. [lo 3aBTpa, muiasi AHHa!

He ckpwiBas pasouapoBanus, rpacuHs npoogwia Kamuiuly 1o €€ KOMHaThl, U IOXKENaB
MOKOWHOW HOYH, YIILIA.

CrycTst KOpOTKOE BpeMs TIOCTIbIIIAJICS CTYK, U BOMIEN ciyra 6apoHecchl, o uMeHu bat. D1o
OBbLIT CUJTBHBIT MYKUYHMHA, CIIOCOOHBIN 3aBaUTh MeaBes. [IpaBaa, B ociie/iHee BpeMsi e JMHCTBEHHOE,
KOTO eMy MTPUXOJIMIIOCH «3aBAJIMBATh», OblIa cama GapoHecca.

— Yro-To ceropHs 10nro, — (aMUIbIPHO YCMEXHYJICS OH, TIOMOTasi paCCTErHYTh €i1 I1J1aThe.
— K Bam onath npucraBai 3TOT BOJIOKUTA, MapKu3?

— 3aueM eMy KO MHe ITpUCTaBaTh? Y HEro ecTh MOJIOIEHbKAsI JKeHa, — JEPHYIIA IieuoM 6apo-
Hecca.

OHa Ka3zayiach paccestHHOM ¥ baT MrHOBEHHO YJIOBUJI 3TO.

— Bac kto-To 00H€es, MOS rOCTioka? — CHPOCHI OH, — TOJIBKO CKaKHTE, 51 COTPY Balllero
00MUMKA B MOPOIIOK !

— Tl Tak ropsd, MOOOBH MOsi! — HEXHO MPUKOCHYJIACh K JIMITy ciiyru OapoHecca. bar ¢
TOTOBHOCTBIO MMOJIXBAaTHJI €€ Ha PYKH M MOHEC HA KPOBaTh. AKKYPaTHO Pa3MECTUB €€ Ha MEepUHE, OH
coOpaJicss 0OHAKUTh CBOM MOIIHBIN TOpC, HO Kamuiiia octaHoBHIA €ro.

— Bar, cerogns s HOUyI0 OIHA, — €€ TOJI0C OBUT JOCTATOYHO TBEP]I.

— B#I k0ro-T0 X/1€Te? — M300pakas peBHOCTb, Cripociil bat, omyckast pyoaxy.

— Her, Her, npocTo ycrana, — CJMIIKOM MOCHENTHO 3aBepuJia ero GapoHecca.

— Wwmeiite BBUjLY, TOCTIORA, s1 Oyy 3a CTEHKOW! — rpo3HO mpeaynpeauns ol e€é. — U modoi
MYyKUWHA, TPUOIM3UBINUICS K Barrei nocrenu, Oynet 0e3 npeaynpexaeHus your!

— AXx, bar! Kako#i TbI Bc€ xe... qymka!

OHa nocajia eMy BO3/1yIIHBIN MMOIIETYH, ¥ OH BBIIIES B COCEJHIO KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO JIETUJI CO
cayroi rpaduHH, Xbio. Bopouem, 10/1ro oH TaM He 3aiepKaJicsi — 3aMOK ObLT TIOJIOH XOPOIIEHBKHX
ciykaHoK U pabotHui. KpacaBurk Bar yacto oBui Ha cebe MX BOCXMIIIEHHbIE BIIJISIIBL.

OH criycTusics B CTOJNOBYIO, T/I€ YeJIsIb J0€/1ajIa OCTATKH FOCHOICKOIO YKMHA U Yepe3 KOPOTKOe
BpeMs yxke YeIUHWICS B UyJaHe C I0HOM MOCYJOMOWKOM, BOIUIOTUBILEHN BCE €ro (paHTa3uU JapoM U
¢ OOJIBIIION OXOTOM.

Baponecca 1oaro He cMbIKaa 171a3, KOr/a e HAKOHEI] COH CMOPUIT €€, KTO-TO KOCHYJICS e€ Ji0a.
Kamwina oTkpelia 1m1a3a u yBUjena HalpOTHB CBETICIOIIMI B MPEIPACCBETHBIX CyMEpKax CHJTY3T
MyskuuHbl. Eil mokaszasnock, 4to 310 Mopwuc.

— 1 nymana, Thl He IPUEITb, — CKa3ajla OHA, — WJIM s IO CUX 1op crutio? Mopwuc, s aymaia,
THI YMEp.

— $1 He Mopwuc, — ckazana myxunHa, — Ho s Mory BepHyTh TeOe Mopuca.

— Kak? — GapoHecce cTajio CTpaliHO: «KTO 3T0»? AHTes UK CaM JbsIBOJ?

— 4 Mory ucnonHuTh 000 TBOE KeaHKue, — Ha He€ MaXHYJIO YeM-TO CBEXUM U IIPUSTHBIM:
— HO, TOJILKO OFHO!

— Tol MOXenIb BCE? — mpeononeBast CTpax, Cpocuia dapoHecca.

— Mos Bnactb He 6e3rpannyna. Ho, s1 MHOTOe MOTY, — OTBETHJI HE3HAKOMEII.

— K10 THI?

— Tbl x0ouelb NOTPATUTh CBOE KeJIaHUE Ha 3TO 3HaHMWe? — MyKunMHa BCTaJl U MOAOLIEN K
OKHY.

— Her.... Her! Tak b1 MOXenib Bockpecuts Mopuca?

— Jla.

— A 4TO THI MOKeENaelb B3aMeH? — roJioc 0apOHECCH 3aJpOXKall.

— Vcenyry, — He obopauuBasich, OTBETHI JikeMopuc.

— Kakyio xe? — Moo 6eccmepTHyto ay1ry? — Kamuiiia modyBcTBOBaJIa BOJIHY CTpaxa, OKa-
TUBIIYIO e€. Ha 10y BBICTYITHIT XOJIOAHBIH TOT.
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— ¢ xenato, 4TOOBI THI YOenuia KHsKHY Maprut nokunyth becOopr, — mporiesnecten mnpu-
3pax.

— Ho kak? — GapoHecca cejia B KpoBaTH, — MHI C Helt 1axe He noapyru! C yero Obl el MeHs
ciymarb?

— VYo6enu e€, Kamma! — TOHKHUI TOJI0C 3aBHOPUPOBA, U CJIOBHO OOBAIMBIIUCH BHU3, CTaJl
[JIyXUM U CKPUITyuYuM: — A 3a 3T0 51 Bockpelly Mopuca!

— Her. .. He Hano Bockpemath Mopuca, — criotHy/a Kamusia. — y MeHsi ecTb Jpyroe keJa-
HIE.

— Bor kak? — npuspak MoBepHyJIcs K Hel, ero B3I npoxuran e€. — Kakoe-xe?

— Moii cbiH, Tomo... OH 0osieH, — OHa TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA CTPALTHYIO XaxIy, W, JepKach 3a
ropJio, 100aBMIa: — eMy Y:Ke ABaLATh ISATh, HO OH BCE enie peOEHOK. S X0uy, YTOOBI OH BBI3JOPOBE.
[Tos3pocnen. Cran MyK4UHOM.

— BbITh MOceMy, — TOHeCI0Ch 110 €€ co3HaHus. Korga oHa ocmenuiack NOAHATS I71a3a, B KOM-
HaTe HUKOro He ObuTo. JIWIb BeTepoK IeBevI 3aHaBecKy. Kamuia ocTOpOXHO TOJIOKKUIIA TOJIOBY
Ha TMOAYIIKY, Y 3aKpbLa I71a3a.

[TpoOyauBIIHCh, OHA HE MOTJIa Pa300paTh, YTO TO OBLIO: COH WU 51Bb? B OKHO SIPKO CBETHIIO
COJIHIIE, U OapoHecca peluia, YTo He CTOMJIO MEeIIaTh MaMITAaHCKOe C TIOPTBEHHOM.
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Maprut

Hesecra npunupumnBo orsiaena cedsi B 3epkalie, KOTopoe Jiepxkaiiu qBoe ciyr. Po3a pacrpas-
JIs1a KPY’KEBO CBaJIeOHOTO TUIaThs, KOTopoe Maprut npusessa ¢ coOOM, elme He 3Hast, MPUIAETCS JI
€l ero HaJeTh.

E€ Heckonbko yapyydan ToT (akT, 4YTO OHA IMOYTH He Bujiea rpada: ToT u3bderay BCTped, CChl-
JIasiCh HA 3aHATOCTb. A J1Ba THA Ha3a/1 M BOBCE yeXaJjl B COCEJHUI T'OPOJIOK, CKa3aB, YTO XOUET CHENIATh
TIOKYITKU K CBaJbOe, ¥ IO CUX TIOp He BEPHYJICS.

B nBepb nocryuanu. KHskHa, gymasi, 4To BEPHYJICS KEHHMX, PAJOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Bowigure!

Ho B nBepsb Bomién ve [piona, a nepemonuiimMericrep Buuib. JIniio ero 0Opu10 MoAaBsA3aHO MIATKOM,
y OeiHsATH OOJeIH 3yOHl.

— KHus3b 1 kHsATHHA Bapko! — crapaTtesHO BHITOBOPUII CTAPUK, IepkKach 3a ieKky. Kinanssce,
OH MOCTOPOHWUJICS, POMYCKask KHAKECKYIO YeTy.

— Marymka! — 6pocunack kK HUM Maprut, — Bariorika!

OOHUMast 10Yb, KHATUHS MPOCIIE3HIIACh.

— Tl Takas kpacusas B 3ToM arbe! C0BHO npuHIecca!

Borap 01 OoJiee cliepkaH B 1yBCTBaX.

— Tsl moB3poOCIIENa, Most Ioporast, — CKa3asl OH, 0OHUMasi Maprut, — OJJHaKO, MHE CKa3aJIH,
YTO TBOW XEHUX B 0The3/e? DTO CTPAHHO: Be/Ib MOH UEJIOBEK JOJIKEH ObUT MPEAYIPEAUTh O HaIlleM

npuesze!

— He rneBaiitech GaTiommka! — XOpOIIEHbKOE JIMYMKO Maprut o3apwia yibioka: — rpad
roexasi 3a TIOKynkamu K cBaapOe. OH JToJkeH ObUT BEPHYTBCS €l YTPOM, HO BUAMMO, €r0 YTO-TO
3aJepKao.

— CrpaHHO, YTO MBI €70 HE BCTPETUIIN, — Tpoaoiikai KHa3b. — B KakoM HampaBjieHHH OT
otobL1? B cronuily onHa nopora.

— Ero Mwuiocts ckopo Oyner 31ech! — OTBETWII 32 KHSKHY TIOSIBUBILIUIACS B KOMHate Pany,
Y NIPWIOKUB MPABYI0 PYKY K CEpilly, MOKJIOHWICH KHA3I0 U KHATUHE: — 51 BEPHBbIN ciayra rpada.
ToJbKO YTO IPUOBLT YEJIOBEK OT HETO, U COOOIIII, YTO Kapera Ero MuiocTu 3acTpsiia Ha Bble3Jie U3
HMoBuikoro feca, 1 9To0bI €6 BHITAIIUTS, rpady npuaeTcs KaaTh MOMOIIb U3 OMMKaNIIIe 1epeBHU.

— Joporasi, Tebe HaJlo MepeosieThcs! — IIeNHy/Ia JoYepy KHSTHHS, — He TPHUCTAJI0, YTOOBI
KEHUX BUjiel 1eds 10 CBa/IbOBI B CBaJIcOHOM Hapsizie!

Korma kHsA3b ¢ KHATMHEW, CONPOBOXIAEMbIE CIyramH, yIUIM, U MapruT ocranach JIMIIb C
Po3soi, oHa pa3peigaiace.

— YT0 ¢ Bamu, rocnoxa? — yaquBWIACh CITy)KaHKa, — IMOYEMY BHI I1ayere?

— He 3Ha10, — oTBeTWIa AeBYIlIKa, — Y MEHs TeCHO B Ipyau! U Kaxercs, 4To CIIyYUTCs UTO-
TO CTpaIIHOE, HeroIpaBuMoe !

— JloikHO OBITH, BBl HEPBHHYAETE TIepe]] CBaibOOM, — IMPEATOJIOKIIIA CITy’)KaHKa. — 3HaeTe,
KOrJa s BIxoguiia 3a cBoero CHUMOHa, 51 TOKe peBejia, Iynasi.

— Her, Po3a, Tb1 He noHnMaenb, — Maprur nokavasa rojoBo, — HUKTO He nonMeT! §1 ogna!
CosceMm onHa!

— He nmausre, rocnoxa, a To miasza cranyT kpacHeiMu! ['pad nipuener, u He y3HaeT Bac, —
HeyMeJo nourytuia Po3za. — paBaiite-Ka Jiydilie CHUIMEM Ballle 4y/IeCHOe IuiaThe !

MapruT nociayIHo BcTajia v MO3BOJIWIIA CITy)KaHKe CHATH ¢ ceOs1 Hapsi.

Korga Po3a, npogomxkas 6opMorath ceOe Mmoj HOC, BBIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI, MapruT OmycTHIach
Ha KpOBaTh U JEPHYJIA ITHYPOK, OIMYCTUB BOKPYT ceOsl METKOBBIH MOJIOT.

OHa Jiexa’a B OIHOM OeJIbe Y TI03TOMY, KOTJIa YCIIbIIIasia CTPAHHBIH IITyM CHapYXH, UCITyTaJiach
Y HaKMHYJIa Ha ce0s1 ofIesiio.
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— Kro 31ech? Po3a, Th1? — 1IENOTOM CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

Ho otBera He nocieaoBaso. JIuibs TeHb MEJIbKHYJIA M0 MIEIKOBOUM TKaHU TOJIOra.

Maprut nexaina, HA X1Ba HU MepTBa, pyras ce0s, 4To He 3aKkpbiia 3a Po3oii neepb. [Tocibi-
I1aJICsl 3BOH YacOB, PACIHOJIOKEHHBIX Ha I71aBHOW OarrHe Becbopra. Yacel nmpodunm apa paza. Cron
K 00ey OOBIYHO HAKPBIBATIH K TPEM.

B nBepb mocryyvanu, 3aTeM pas3nalics CKpHIL.

— Tlocroxa, BBI 371eCh? — yCIIbIIIaNa KHsKHA royoc Pamy.

— [Hla, 51 30ech! — oOpagoBanach OHa, — W3BUHMTE, 1 HE MOTY K BaM BBIATH, 5 HE OfIeTa..

— Tak mMoxeT, MHe BBIATH, ITOKa Bbl ofieHeTech? S Mook Iy cHapyxu!

— Her! — ucnyranace oHa, — He yxonute, ymosnsio! 1 6otock. B komMHaTte KTO-TO ecTh!

[Mocnbimanuck OpicTphle maru. OpyxkeHocell MOAOMEN K KPOBAaTH, U YBEPEHHO CKa3al:

— 31ech HUKOTO HeT, Mos rocrioka! JIoJKHO ObITh, BaM TOIYIUIOCH.

— 4 Bunena Tens! — mnosor gporuyn u Paay yBuaen nepemnyraHHoe Mo Maprur. — v OH
npIat!

— BpI gymaerte, 310 ObUT MyXK4YMHA? — CITPOCHIT OPYKEHOCEIL.

— MHe Tak Mmokas3ajiock, — OTBeTHIIa Maprut, — He yxonuTe, oxaiyicra, cyaapb. He ocras-
nsite MeHs onHy! Tlomoxaure, moka s 0fIeHYCh, TOJIBKO OTBEPHUTECH.

OpyskeHocel] OTBEepHYJICs, a MapruT BCTaja M 3aKyTaBIIUCh B OSSO, MOIONIA K BellaJlke,
i€ BUCEJIO €€ NMOBCEAHEBHOE TUIAThE.

— HagepHoe, y MeHsI pacITaJIWIMCh HEPBBI, — CKa3ajia OHa, BEBas PyKU B pyKaBa, — BpsiJI
JI KTO-TO U3 CIIYT MOCMeJT Obl 3aiTH B MOU TTOKOM.

— MoxeT, OH cripsATaJICs MOJ KPOBAThIO ? — B TOJIOCE OPYKEHOCIIA CIIBIIIAIACH 03a00UEHHOCTb.
— KakoW-HUOY/Ib BOPUIIIKA, 3a0pEN U cripsATaICs].

Pany Buzen, 4to neByika HamyraHa, U CYMTall, YTO HET OCHOBAHUH TOI03peBaTh €€ BO JIKU.
Korna ona Hazena miarbe, OH €IE pa3 MPOBEpUJI KOMHATY, 3aljIssHyB B HIKa( U MOJ KpoBaTh, HO
HUKOTO He OOHAPY KWL

ITo3nHO Beuepom BepHyics [Iptona. OH Ka3aJicsl yCTaBIIUM U U3MOXAEHHBIM, HO TEM HE MEHEe,
HaIEN B ceOe CHITbI TO3HAKOMUTHCS C POIUTeIsIMU HeBecThl. Ha Maprut oH 1axe He B3IJISIHYJI, XOTS
OHa JIOBWJIA €T0 B3MIsA. KHATHHS 3aMeTrIIa 9T0, ¥ epe]] TeM, Kak IMPOCTUTHLCS C JI0UEPhIO 1 TIOKeIaTh
el JoOpoii HOUM, CIIpoCHIIa, He cepautcs Jiu piona Ha He€ 3a 4To-roo.

Maprut u cama crajia aymMarhb, 4TO MOIJIa CIeNaTh WM CKa3aTh HEUTO TaKoe, U3-3a 4ero rpad
Ha He€ odupencs.

Housblo oHa cMOTpena B MOTOJIOK, CHOBA M CHOBA IMPOKPYYMBAsi B TOJIOBE MOCIIETHIO BCTPEUY
¢ Iptonoit. Mosxer, oH 0OuIeics, Korja OHa MpeIoKuIa 1aBaTh eMy YPOKH? DTo ObLIO HETTO3BOJIH-
TEJILHO... BHICOKOMEPHO !
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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