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AHHOTaAMSA

3akpeiBas IM1a3a M 3achinas, MajJb4yrK M0 UMEHU AXEPOH U3 pa3a
B pa3 BUIMUT yXKacaiolre KOIIMapsl, YTO MPOJOJIKAIOT Tep3aTb €ro
Bo cHax. CTpax, yXac W Jaxe TepIKOoe OTYasHHE OKYThIBAIOT €ro
C KaX[bIM pa3oM BCE CHIbHEE, HO OH IIOHUMAET, YTO 3TO TOJBKO
MpayHas WNO3Usl ero cHoB... OJHaKko JMlb JO TexX Iop, IOKa
KOIIIMap BCKOPE HE CTAHOBUTHCS YKACAIOIIEH SIBBIO, YTO OKYTHIBAET
CBOEH KYTKOU NayTHHOH yke Bech OpeHHbIN Mup!

"Bpl criplyTe AaIeKUit EnoT CKPUITyYuX ronocos? CrblmTe ux
Oe3xkanocTHoe 9x0?! ChpluTe CTeHaHUs1 OECUKCIIEHHBIX MyUYEHUKOB
MOJISIIUX BBI3BOJIUTh MX M3 OECKOHEYHOr0 Mpaka M TEeMHOTHI?!
JlocTaTouyHO NHIIb HAa MW OMISHYTBCS Hazall, YTOOBI MOHSTb...
KOILIMap YK€ CTOUT 3a Ballel CIuHOM!"
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Anap MareppamoB
OTOpomeHHast TEHDb

Apka 1. Moe umsa - Axepon. I'tasa 1.
Iloay4yurcs i 1 MHe CTaTh repoem?

CnabGo KoJbIIIyIas cBeya TYCKJIO OCBEIala TEMHOTY KOM-
Hatbl. OHa Ka3ajaach COBCEM OJIMHOKOM, e/1Ba JI1 CIIOCOOHOM 00-
POTBCS C OKPYXKAIOIIEH ee TEMHOTOM, HO TeM He MeHee oHa Oblia
He ofHa. TUXuil 1menectT u3peaka nepeBOpaurBaeMbIX CTPAHUIL
NOPOH pa3HOCUJICS [0 KOMHATE, a TOHKUE, CJIETKa JIpoXKallie OT
BOJTHEHM I TIAJTBIIBI IEPKAJIA KOHYMK CTPAHUIIBI B OXKUIAHUM OYe-
PEIHOTO MepeBOpoTa, B TO BpeMsI KaK IJ1a3a ellle COBCEM I0HOTO
MaJIbYMKa CHUSUIM, HAMOJHEHHbIE Ka3aJI0Ch C KaXI0W CEKyHJOM
Bce OoJiee HApaCTaIOIMM BOJTHEHHEM.

Ha 60m1bI110M IepeBsSHHOM CTOJIE JIEXAJIO ellle HECKOJIBKO T0-
TPENaHHbIX W TMBUIBHBIX KHUT. Eciu nmpurisgerses, TO CKBO3b
JIETKYIO TIeJIeHY 9TOU MbLTA ObUTM BUAHBI MYKUMHBI U KEHIIHBI,
YbH TeJla MPUHUMAINA WHOT/IA TPUIYIJIMBbIE, 2 TIOPOH M TepOu-
yecKue Mo3bl. Ha HEKOTOpHIX KHUTaX OHU CTOST OJMHOKO, HO
TBEpIO, OyITO KaMeHHbIe, HerokoaeOumeie ctonobl. Ha npyrux
e, 03311 HUX HaXOAMUJIOCh MHOXKECTBO JPYTHX JIOAEH, CJIOBHO



Obl TOTOBBIX MOJIEPKATh BIIEPEIN CTOSIIETO B JIIOOOE MTHOBE-
Huie. Ha3BaHKs y BCeX 9TUX KHUT ObLIM pa3Hble, HO TeM He Me-
Hee 10 HUM MOYHO ObLIIO C YBEPEHHOCTBIO IMOHSTh JIMIIH OJHO —
9TO OBUTH PACcCKa3bl O BEJMKHX Ieposix mporiioro. Hekotophie
13 HUX CTacajid MUP, APyrie NPUBHOCKHIIN J00PO U MUJIOCEPIIHE,
a KTO-TO CTPEMUICS] K HETTOKOJIEOMMON IpyKOe U JIIOOBH.

ManbumK MpojosIKal YATATh C HECKPhIBAEMbIM HACTIAXK ICHU-
eM. [Topo¥t U3 ero pra JOHOCUJICSI TUXUU IIETIOT, HAITOJTHEHHBIN
TO yauBJeHUEM, TO BocxulleHueM. C KaKAbIM MPOYMTAHHBIM
MpeIOKeHUEM ero TOH MHOT/Ia CTAHOBUWJICS Ha TOPSJIOK BBIIIIE,
HO 3TO HU KarlJIi He MEIIaJio eMy, a CKopee Ha000pOT elle CUJTb-
Hee TMOTrPyKaJio B UCTOPHIO, ONMCAHHYIO B KHUTE.

— W torna Benmkuii repoit PaiiMoH 0OHaXUIT CBOM Med, YTO
B MIPUCYTCTBUM IyXOB 3arblIajI CBAIIEHHBIM IJIAMEHEM, CIIOCO0-
HBIM UCTPeOUTH JII000e 3J10!

MaJibuiK THXO IIeMNTalI, caM TOro He 3aMevasi, Kak ¢ KaxabIM
CJIOBOM €rO IIIETIOT CTAHOBUJICS] BCE TPOMYE, & IMOILIMH TaK U Bbl-
MJIECKUBAIUCH Hapy:Ky. OH MPOAOIKaa TOPOIIMBO YUTATh, HO
€ro pyKH MOCTENEHHO JPOXKAJIM BCE CUJIbHEE, HO OTHIOb HE OT
BOJIHEHMSI. Ha MUT OH OTOpBaJICSl OT KHUTH, MOCIE YEro CHEIIHO
MOJJHEC CBOU PYKH KO PTY, MPUAKUMAasi UX U HAYMHAs1 MeJIJICHHO
BBIJIBIXaTh BO3/yX B HaJIekKJe corperb. B komMHaTe He ObLJIO HU
OKOH, HH BETPA, U 1aK€ BO3/AyX HE Ka3aJICS XOJIOIHBIM, HO TEM HE



MeHee MaJIbuMK BCE PaBHO HE MOT M30aBUTHCS OT 03HOOA, OXBa-
THBIIETO ero. HeMHOTO corpeB pyKy CBOMM JIBIXaHUEM OH TYT ke
MPOJOJIKKJI YUTATh, CTApasiCh He 0OpaIaTh BHUMAaHUS Ha XOJION
Y BHOBb BJIMTHCSI B HICTOPUIO.

MuHyTBI TIpOJIETAH JIPYT 32 IPyrOM BCJIe]] 32 IepeBOpaYMBa-
€MbIMU CTPAHUI[AMH, TOIa KaK MaJb4MK BCE TO BPEMs JIUIIb
NPOJIOIKAJT YUTaTh B3axjeO. TeM He MeHee yxKe CITyCTS MUT
BJPYT MOCJIBIIIAJICS CTPAHHBIA CKPHII, a B CJIeJ 34 HUM U UTO-
TO OOJIBITIEe TIOXOXKee Ha 3aBbiBaHMs. CHavasia OH He oOpariai Ha
9TO HUKAKOTrO0 BHMMAaHHsI, OJHAKO CIYCTsI Mapy MUHYT 3aBbIBa-
HHUSI CTAJI ertie 0osiee TPOMKUMH U MIPOIOTIKUTETbHBIME, OTYErO
OH TYT K€ OIIAHYJICS M IIOCMOTPEJT B TEMHOTY mo3aau ceOst. Ha
ero M Tak OJIeTHOM U XOJIOJHOM JIUIIE TYT Xe OTPa3uJICs elle u
HUCIIyT, HO TeM He MeHee MOIHSIBIIMCH OH CJIeJIOM HEMEJIs B3sUT
CBOI1 IePEBSHHBIN MeY, aKKYPATHO CTOSIIIUI BCE 9TO BPeMsl BO3-
Jie CTona.

Tonkas OniefHas pyKa MajiburKa, OOJIbIIIe TIOX0Xkast Ha BBICOX-
IIYI0 BETKY CKaJla AePEBSIHHYIO PYKOSTh, OTHAKO €ro 3amMmep3Iine
NAJIbIBI CJIETKA YTPATHIIM YyBCTBUTEILHOCTh, OTUETO Me4 UyB-
CTBOBAJICSI cefiuac 0COOEHHO He MPUBHIYHO. JIeBoil pyko# moj-
HSIB CO CTOJIa TIOUTH IOTACIIYI0 CBeYy OH IPOTSHYJI ee Iyoxke
B TEMHOTY, HO Ta €JiBa JI1 MOIJIa pa3BesATh ee BOKPYr cedsl, He
roBopsi y’ke 000 Bcelt komHare. OTHAKO J1a)kKe TOr0 HeOOJBIIO-
r0 CBETa XBaTWJIO, YTOOBI YBUIETh YaCTh KOMHATHI, 3ACTaBJICH-



HOW CTeJIJTaKaMHM, YTO OBLITU IEePETTOTHEHBI MHOKECTBOM Pa3HbBIX
KHUT, CPe/Ii KOTOPBIX He ObLJIO HU OTHOW HOBOW. Kaxnas u3 Hux,
Ka3aJI0Ch, OblJIa y’KaCHO CTApPOH U MOKPBITOM MbUIBIO, YTO CAMO
1o ceOe HaBOJIMJIO Ha MBICJIb O 3aMyIIeHHOCTH 3TON CBOETO pojia
OMOTNOTEK .

3aBbIBaHUS K€ B 3TOT MOMEHT HE MPEKPALIATNCh HUA HA MU,
a Ha00OPOT CTAHOBWJIMCH JIMITIh HATTIOPUCTEE, B TO BPeMs KaK cam
MaJIbYMK BUJIE]T €/IBa JI Ha JIBa Iiara Brepeau ceds. Tem He Me-
Hee CTHICHYB 3yObl M B35IB CMEJIOCTh B KYJIaK, OH CJIE/IOM YKe Me/I-
JIEHHO HalpaBWICS B JAJIbHIOI YaCThb KOMHATHI, 10 COBMECTHU-
TEeJBCTBY TaM ke ObLT U €IMHCTBEHHBIN BHIXOJI U3 Hee.

OH npojomkan MeJIEHHO UATH B CTOPOHY 3BYKOB, KOTOpbIE
KaK OKa3aJIMCh 3ByYaJv MPSIMO 32 JIaIbHEM CTEJIJIaKOM C KHUTa-
MU, KOTOPbIN CTOSLJT MPAKTUYECKU y caMOi BXOJHOM JiBepu. OH ¢
TPY/IOM C/ICPKUBAJI UCITYT, ToAOaipuBasi ceOs JIUIb hpa3aMu u3
MHO’KECTBA MPOYUTAHHBIX UM KHUT O T€POsIX, BE/Ib JIUIIIb TO Ka-
3aJI0Ch MOIJIO MPUJIATh €My HEMHOIO CMEJIOCTH B OKpYXKarollen
€ro TeMHOTE.

— Moii CBAIIEHHBIN OTOHb CMOXET MOOOPOTH JII0O0E 3710...
Masiburk THXO TporenTai ¢ppasdy U3 TOJIBKO YTO MPOYUTAH-

HBIA UM KHUTH, TOTJIa KaK BCJIE/] 3a €ro CJIOBaMU pasjiajics Ka-
KOU-TO CHAABJICHHBIN IITyM, OOJIBIIIE TIOXOKHI Ha XJIOMOK. OH TyT



e ToOJIeIHET IMTyIIE MPEKHEr0, HO TEM HE MEeHee CTUCKHBAs 3Y-
OBl /10 OOJM cpasy ke 3aBEpHYIT 3a CTeJUIAX, JIepXka mepe]] cooon
MOYTH TIOTYXIIYIO CBEUY U JPOKAIIUK, Take CUJIbHEE TIaMEHH
CBEYM MeY, 3aMaxMBasiCh MM Kak pa3 [Py caMOM TOBOPOTE.

— by! — Kak To/1pK0 MasibuuK 3aBEpHYII 3a Yroj BAPYT pas-
JJIC TPOMKUI KPUK, MTHOBEHHO OLIEJIOMUBLIMU €r0, OTYETO
CBEeYa M M€Y TYT K€ BBICKOJIb3HYJI U3 €70 JAPOXKAIIUX PYK.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOT TOJIBKO MCITyTaHHO 3aKpHvarh OT CTpa-
Xa, TYT K€ Ia/1asi Ha KOJIEHW W XBaTasch pyKou 3a cepaue. [lor
HayaJl 3aJIMBATh €ro JIMIIO, a IbIXaHue COMIIOCh, OTYETr0 Ka3asioch,
YTO OH MOXET 3a/IOXHYThCs B J1I0O0M MoMeHT. Cepiie cTydaso
¢ OerIeHON CKOPOCTBIO, CIIOBHO CEYac OHO BHICKOUMT U3 TPYIIH,
TOrAAa Kak pacIIMpEeHHbIE OT yXkaca Ivla3a YCTaBWINCh Ha JIBYX
JEBYLIEK, YbM JIMLIA CJIETKA OCBELIaIa yIaBIIas U yXKe 3aTyxalo-
mias ceeva. VIx rpoMKuil, HApOUMTO SI3BUTEIbHBIN CMEX 3ByUal B
ero ymax HabaTHBIM KOJIOKomoM. OH Ka3aJicsl HACTONIBKO Hepea-
JIMCTUYHBIM, OTYETO CTAHOBWJIOCH IIOHATHO, YTO OHU CJIOBHO BbI-
JAaBJIMBAIOT €ro u3 ceOsl, HAMOMHSS €XUICTBOM U 3JI0PaJICTBOM.

— YT0-TO TBO¥I CBAIIIEHHBIA OTOHb 3aTYXaeT CJMIITKOM OBICT-
po, AxepoH. — PaccmesiBIIMCh, AMeNus CJIEI0M MOIJIA TOJIBKO C
HACMEUIKOW yKa3aTh NaJIbIIEM Ha MOTYXAIOIIyI0 CBeUY, OJJHOBpE-
MEHHO C 3TUM IPOJOJIKAsA EXUTHO CMESIThCS.



Hwu onHa u3 AeByIiek, Ka3zanochk, He oOpaiaia celyac HuKa-
KOTO BHUMaHHSI HA CAMOYYBCTBUE AXEpOHa, OTYero Haomonas
32 HUMH OH MOT JIMIIIb 3aIJIakaTh, TOT/IA KaK JIBIIIATH €My CTaHO-
BUJIOCh BCE CIIOJKHEE C KaKIbIM IMPOWJEHHBIM MIHOBEHUEM.

— Hy u 4ero TbI rulavyenb Kak JAEBYOHKA? YkKe Jaxe Moury-
TUTb HeJb3s. — C yIpeKkoM THIKHYB B AXepoHa najielieM, Kame-
JIMS B 9TOT MOMEHT Jaxe He oOpallaja BHUMAHUS Ha €ro CJie3bl
u oouy.

— 3-3a4eM BbI T-TaK CO M-MHOU?! — 3apbl/iaB elle CUuiibHee
MpeKHEero, AXepoH MOT TOJIbKO YCTaBUThLCS Ha JEBYIIIEK 3arljia-
KaHHBIMU TJIa3aMH, B TO BpeMs KakK CJIe3bl JIMIIb MPOJOJIKAIN
0€30CTAHOBOYHO JIUTLCS U3 HUX.

Ero si3pIk 3arierasicsi, Bejib CTpax JI0 CUX IOP CKUMAJ €ro
CBOEH KOTTUCTOM PYKOM, a cepaiie O0Jesio OT HeBHIHOCUMOU 00-
JIM, HO HE CTOJIKO W3-32 BPOXKJEHHBIX MOPOKOB M CIAOOCTH,
CKOJIbKO M3-3a OOUIBI.

— Kak Tak? MsI nipocto nomytuu! Tonpko mompoOyerib
elle pa3 Mame pacckasaTb KaKylo-HUOYIb OUepPEIHYIO BBIAYMKY
U B CJIEAYIOIINNI Pa3 HE OTAENAEIIbCs TaK MpoCTo!

He MMpONLIO U MTHOBEHU S, KaK CO CIICAYIOIIUMU CJIIOBAMM 1€~
BYIIKU TYT K€ IEPECTATIN CMEATHCA, a CXUACTBO UX CJIOB CMECHU-



JIOCh Ha HETIPHSI3Hb, TIOUTH YTO HEHaBUCTh. Kaskoe cJIoBo, KOTO-
pOe OHM MPOU3HOCUIIU Ceilyac B CTOPOHY AXepoHa, ObLIO CIIOB-
HO HAIlOJIHEHO $1]J0M.

— Wmenno! Ecnu Gynens sxanoBaTbcst MIa MR OpaTHK, TO
IOJDKEH [TIOHUMATh, YTO TeOs XKIET.

B 3TOT MOMEHT AXepOH MOT' TOJIKO C HEBEPOSITHON 00MI0M
MIOCMOTPETh HA CBOMX CECTep, He TIOHUMAsI, KaK OHU MOIJIU T10-
CTYIUTh C HUM TaK W3-3a OI00HOH TITYTIOCTH, BElb OH JJa’Ke MOT
yMepeTh, He TOBOPsI y’Ke O TOM, YTO OH BOOOIIIe HUKOMY He a-
noBasicst. OH XoTesn ObLJIO OTBETHUTh, HO €0 CECTPhI YKe Hauaau
YXOIUTh, IaXe He COOUPAsICh ero CIYIIaTh, OT Y€ro OH MOT JIUIIIb
MPOIJIOTUTH CJIOBA, MPOAOJIKAS AEPKAThCS 3a CEpIILE U MepeBo-
JIUTh JbIXaHUE.

— AxepoH u elne koe-uto. — [TocMoTpeB Ha Mutafiero opa-
Ta ¥ YOeMBIINCh, YTO OH 0OpaTWJI Ha Hee BHUMaHue, AMeus
TYT e MPOJIOJIKUIIA TOBOPUTb, HATIOHSIS KAXI0€ CBOE CIIETYIO-
11ee cJI0BO 0co00i HeTPHUA3HBI0. — YnTail CBOM JETCKUE CKa3KU
MOJT4a, CIIYIIaTh TOITHO TBOM yoorue (ppa3ouku.

He noxupnasce oreera, JEBYLIKU CJIEIOM TYT € BBILIUIA U3
OUOIMOTEKH, C TPOMKHUM XJIOIIKOM 3aKpbIBasi 32 COOOH JBEpb.
CBeua K 3TOMy MOMEHTY YK€ 3aTyXJ1a, OT Yero AXepOH MOT TOJIb-
KO OCTaTbCsl CUAETh HA MOJIy B TIOJTHOM TEMHOTE M THXO IJIAKaTh.



TONBKO CITyCTSI HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OH HAaKOHEI[ CMOT OT/bI-
IaThCS ¥ IPUATH B ceOs1, C TPYOM MOJHUMASICh HA HOTHY U BHITH-
pasi ciie3bl pykaBoM cBoel pyOariku. Bokpyr cefiyac Oblia Kpo-
MeIlTHas TeMHOTa, HO TeM He MeHee OH CMOT HaWTH CBOM Jepe-
BSIHHBII Me4, HeCTIella MOJHUMAs ero, TOr/1a Kak ero 3aTyMaHeH-
HBI CJle3aMu B3I OOPATHIICS HAa CBOIO TOHKYIO, JPOKAITYIO
OT OCTABIIIErOCs CTpaxa pyKy.

— Pa3Be TakoW Kak s CMOXKET crarh repoeM...? Pa3se pyka
repost OyIeT TpsCTUCH OT cTpaxa? — B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHaTe
MOT JIAIIb PA3JaThCsl TUXUH IIETOT, HACTOJIBKO TUXUM, YTO Ka-
3aJI0Ch €0 HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO YCTIBIIIATE HUKOMY KPOME CaMOTO
TOBOPSILLETO.

CroBa cectep, Ka3auochk, Jaxe cefiuac OCTpbIM HOXKOM BOH3a-
JIMCh B caMoe cepalle AXepoHa, CJIOBHO Obl paspylliasi ero yBe-
PEHHOCTb, UTO U TaK OblIa MocTpoeHa u3 necka. OH MOT JIUIIb
CKaTb PYKOSATb CBOEIO JEPEBSIHHOIO Meya CO BCEW CBOEU CHJIBbI
JMuIb Obl N30aBUTHCS OT APOXKU, HO JIMIIb Ocaadu ee. Kaszasocs,
moboe, Jaxke camoe JIeTKOe AyHOBEHHE BETpa CIIOCOOHO BHOBb
BBIPBATh M€Y U3 €ro CJa00i XBaTKU, OTYEr0 OH MOT JIUIIb TOPb-
KO YCMEXHYThCA.

— Ilonyuutcs i1 1 MHe cTaTh repoeM? — [Uxo nporenTtas u
MOKA4aB T'OJIOBOM, AXEPOH MOT TOJIbKO MOAHATh Yally C MOTyX-



Il CBEYOM, CIIe[IoM YKe HaIlpaBJIsisiCh OOPaTHO K CTOIY.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OKpY:Karolasi TEeMHOTa BHOBb CJIeT-
Ka paccesiylach CBETOM IUIAMEHM HOBOHM CBeuH, a caM AXepoH
ycTajio ycencs Ha cTysl. OTKpbITasi KHUra, KOTOPYIO OH HEJJaBHO
YUTAJI, BCE €lIe 3BAJIa €r0 CBOEW MHTEPECHOM UCTOPUEN, HO TEM
He MeHee OHa Oblj1a CO B3[I0XOM 3aKpbITa U OCTAaBJIEHA Ha CTOJIE,
TOMHO JIOKHJASICh CBOETO Yaca.

Henonro mymasi, AXepoH BHOBb TIOTHSIJICS, U COOpaB OCTaJIb-
HblE KHUTHU TYT € MPUHSJICS PacKJIabIBaTh UX IO CTeJUIaXaM.
OcTtaToYHBII CTpax BCe ellle AaBajl o cede 3HaTh, 1a U 03HOO He
JaBaJl MIOKOsI, TO9TOMY 3aKOHUMB YOUPATh KHUTHU TI0 MECTaM OH
coOpaJicsl y’Ke yXOIuTb, KOTJIa ero BHUMAaHUe BJIPYT MPHUBJICKIIA
JOBOJIbHO HEOOBIYHASI HA BUJ KHHTA.

— Huxkorga ge Bunen ee... 13 dyero caemnana sta oooxka? —
JlocTaB 1 BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTPEB KHUT'Y, AXEpOH HE YBUJIET HA
Ha3BaHMs1, HU KAPTUHOK, HU aBTOPOB... HUYETO.

KHura Obl1a yepHOH, CJIOBHO CMOJIa, C HETIOHSTHBIMU TTO/ITe-
KaMHU, TOTJIa KaK MaTepra ee 0OJIOKKHU He ObUT IOXOK HU HA Jie-
peBO, HU Ha KOXY, HA Ha Kakou-1mbo merayul. OHa ObUia mpo-
CTO... CTPaHHOM.

Henonro nymas v npuHsAB penieHne, AXepoH TyT K€ Harpa-



BUJICSI OOPATHO K CTOJTY, CTaBsi HA HETO CBEYY U CJIeJIOM yCaK1Ba-
sick Ha cTyn. Hemenmst Gonee 1 CeKyHIbI OH TYT K€ OTKPBUT KHU-
Iy, O/IHAKO, K €ro yIWBJICHHIO, TIepBasi CTpaHUIla OblIa TIOJTHO-
CTBIO ITYCTOM Y YEPHOM. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOT JIMIIb HETOYIOIIIE
HaXMYPUTbCS, CJIEZIOM JIMILb BHOBb [IEPEBOPAYMBAS OUEPEIHYIO
cTpanuily. Tem He MeHee He IIPOIIO M MUTa, Kak €ro JIMLO yxke
IIPUHSJIO OLIEJIOMJIEHHOE BbIpAXEHHE, BEJb BMECTO IIPUBBIYHO-
ro TEKCTa U CTaHAAPTHBIX OYKB Mepe HUM MPeAcTalu KaKue-To
VICKQXEHHBIE M HESCHBIE YEPHBIE CUMBOJIBI, CJIOBHO HallaparaH-
Hble Oe3yMIleM B XaoTrueckoM mopsiake. Ctpanuria Obuia yep-
HOM, KaK ¥ CUMBOJTbI, OIHAKO MX BCE PAaBHO OBUIO OTYETIMBO BH/I-
HO, BBI3bIBASI TEM CAMbIM CJIOBHO Obl UyBCTBO aOCTPaKTHOCTH.

— Y-4rt0 370...7 — [lloKMpOBaHO MPOOOPMOTAB, AXEPOH MOT
TOJIBKO MTPOJIOJIKATh BIJISIIBIBATHCSI B CUMBOJIBI, CJIOBHO T10 HaM-
THIO, KOTJIa KaK CTPaHHOE M HETOHSATHOE YyBCTBO yXke Hayallo
BO3HHKATh B INTyOMHE €ro Y1y, a cepie 3a0UIoch B CAMOM Ha-
CTOSILLIEM HEMCTOBCTBE.

OH XOTeJ TyT e 3aKPbITh KHUTY, HO €ro pyKH CJIOBHO BPOCIIU
B Hee, OTYEro ero JIMIO MOIJIO TOJIBKO MCKa3WThCs OT yKaca, a
caM OH ObUT crocOOeH JMIb MaHuKylolee 3akpudarb. Ho kak
ObI TAM HH OBLJIO, BMECTO UCITyTaHHOTO ¥ 3BOHKOTO KPHKA... ObLIa
JIMIIb THETYIIAsl TUIIMHA.

Bce 3ByKU CTOBHO Pa3oM CTHXJIM, OCTABIISS TIOCIE ceOst JIUIIb



JAJIEKUIA XOP TOJIOCOB, YTO 3BYYall cefvac B ymax AXepoHa Kak
HeKas, IepBo3JaHHas MoauTBa. He nmpoiuio u Mura, Kak U3 ero
HOCa y’Ke IOTOKOM XJIbIHYJIa ajlasi KPOBb, OKPOIUISiSl BCIO KHUTY,
TOrJa Kak CITyCTsI OUYEPEeIHOM MUTI Ta yxke BCsl Obljla MOIIOLIEHA
pPOEM XaOTHMUYECKHUX YEPHBIX CUMBOJIOB.

EnBa kpoBb ceruac BIUTAIACh B )KYTKYIO KHUTY, KaK Ta BAPYT
HayaJla CTPEMUTEJILHO TasATh HA MIa3ax AXepoHa, CIIOBHO CHET
1O/l MAJSIIAM COJTHIIEM. YepHasi, Bs3Kasl, CJIOBHO CMoOJa CyO-
CTaHIUs, OBIBIIAs /IO HEIABHETO BPEMEHU YePHOU KHHWTOU TYT
K€ pacTeKJyach Mo €ero pykaMm OT Yero OH MOT JIMIIb B yKace 3a-
CTHITh, HE CIIOCOOHBIN YTO-TMOO MPEATNPUHSTS.

CJ0BHO XHMBOE CYIIECTBO, 9TO YEPHOE HEUTO TYT K€ MOTSHY-
JIOCh K €r0 JIMILY, a caM AXEpOH MOT JIMIIIb TPOOJKATh O€33BYY-
HO KpHUYarth OT ellie OOJIBIIEro ykaca, OAHAKO J1aXke ero 'POMKHIA
¥ TIOJTHBIN OTYASTHUS KPUK C JIETKOCTBIO TIEPeOHBAJICS XOPOM ThI-
Cs4 TOJIOCOB, 3BYYallIUX ceMYac, Kazajaock, 0 BceMy Mupy!

He nponuio u mura, Kak yepHas cyOcTaHIust Oe3yMHBIM TIO-
TOKOM YK€ HaJyaJia BIIMBaThCs B €r0 POT, YIIU U [JIA3HHUIIBI, TOT/IA
KaK XOp rOJIOCOB 3By4aJsl BCe I'POMUE U IPOMYE C KA IbIM IPOWi-
JeHHbIM Murom. Kazasock, CIOBHO BeChb MUp cefiuac BOZHOCUT
6e3yMHYI0 MOJIUTBY!

AXCpOH cerJyac MOr JIUIIb YYBCTBOBAThb ITOUCTUHE HEBEPOAT-



Hy10 0011k, EMy Ka3asock, 4TO B HETO 3aJIMBAIOT PaCIPaBJICHHBIN
METaJI, OT Yero OH MOT JIMIIIb O€33ByYHO BOIIMTH, B TO BPEMsI KaK
CJIe3bl HEITPEPBIBHO CKAThIBAJIUCH I10 €ro Jimiy. Ero co3Hanue Ha-
YaJIO pa3MbIBATLCS U JIMILb TOJILKO OJHA MTOCJIEAH A MBICIIb YCIIE-
JIa IPOHECTUCH B €TI0 CO3HAHUE, MPEXKIE YEM OHO OKOHYATEIIBHO
MIOMEPKJIO, YHECEHHOE TEMHOTOU U MPAKOM.

— Ilomorwure.... [Tporty, KTO-HUOY/Ib... TOMOTUTE MHE...



I'naBa 2. Hounoi kommap. Yacrs 1.

MeJieHHO OTKPBIB 3aCTlaHHBIE I71a3a, AXepOH MOT TOJIBKO 3a-
CKpHIIETh 3y0aMu, TOT/Ia KaK ero OHEMEBIIasi pyKa TO U JIeJI0 OT-
JaBajia HEMPUSTHBIMU MYJIbCALMSIME, a CIIMHA TPOTSKHO HbLIA
ot 6omu. Ero Teno, qaxe cierka okoyeHeBIee OT X0JIoAa, C ca-
MOTO pOKIeHUs ObIJIO KpaifHe C1a0bIM U COH 3a CTOJIOM B OMO-
JIMOTEKH SIBHO ceiiuac He MOJEUCTBOBAJ EMY Ha IOJIb3Y.

K HbIHeIIHeMy MOMEHTY Jake cBeua yxke JaBHO MOTyXJ1a, 0-
3TOMy AXepoHa ceifyac OKpy:kaJia JIMIIb I'ycTasi TEMHOTA U TOJb-
KO B CAMOM KOHIIe KOMHATBI CKBO3b 3230p I10J1 IBEPBIO TPOCAYH-
BaJIaCh MaJIEHbKas 110JI0CA CBETA, CJIOBHO OXKUJABILAS TOTO, KTO
OTKPOET JIBEPb.

— 41.... 3acHyn? — Tuxo mpodopmoTaB, AXepoH CJIelOM MOT
TOJIBKO HECIelIa MOAHSTHCS, B TO BpeMs KaK B €ro TojioBe OyaTo
OblJ1a camasi HacTosIIas Kalla.

BocromiHaHWUS Ka3aJIich pa3MbITHIMU, M OH JaXe He TOMHUIT
TIOCJIe[IHAE MTHOBEHUS TIepe/l TeM, Kak 3acHyTb. PaHbIle Tako-
0 HAKOT/IA He CIy4aJIoCh IIO9TOMY 3TO HE MOIJIO HU TIOKa3aThCsl
cefiuac emy yxacHo cTpaHHbIM. Cllerka moxJionas ceOs 1o Ie-
KaM, 4T0OBI B30OOIPUTHCS, OH yKe ObLJIO HAIIPABUJICS B CTOPOHY
IBEpH, KaKk BAPYT yxkacHas O0JIb HAMOIHIIIA €r0 TOJIOBY. XO0J0-



HBII TIOT TYT € Hayaj CTeKaTh IO €ro CIMHE U JIMLY, & BOCIIO-
MUHaHHS BO3BPAIIAIUCH C KAXKIbIM MPOLIEIIIIMM MTHOBEHHUEM:
[IpouTreHne MHTEPECHON UCTOPUM O BEIUKOM I'epoe, UCIIYT, U3-
JEBATEJILCTBO CECTEP U KOHEYHO... YepHas KHura. Bee Bocriomu-
HaHUs cefyac CJI0BHO HACWIIBHO M Pa3OM BJIE3JIHA €MY B I'OJIOBY,
CMEH#S1 COHHOCTb — YKaCOM.

He mpoliiuio v Mura, Kak CXBaTUBIIIKCH 3a TOJIOBY, AXepOH 3a-
CTOHaJ OT O0M. BOoCcIOMUHAHHMSA O YepHOW KHHUTE, TIPEBPATHB-
IIECs B CTPAHHYIO, TTOXOKY Ha CMOJIy CyOCTaHIIMIO, 3a0paBIIIy-
I0CS1 B HETO, 9XOM OT/IaBaJIOCh B T'OJIOBE Y)KACHOW OOJIBIO.

— D-3T0 JOIKHO OBITH OBUT K-KOIIMAap... TPOCTO K-KOIIMap...

B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3zym AxepoHa MOT TOJIbKO IIBITAThCsI CITUCATh
BCE Ha MPUCHMBIIEHCS KOIIMAp, HO BOCIIOMUHAHUSI, TPOHOCHB-
1Ieecs B €ro rojioBe ObUIM yKacalolle YeTKUMHU, a B OCOOEHHOCTH
— HeBOOOpa3uMasi 1 My4YHTesIbHas OOJb.

Crpax Bce cuiibHEe OBJIQZIeBaJl €r0 CepIlIeM, U 1aXe OKpykKa-
I0Iast TEMHOTA Ka3asiach Bce 0oJiee MpayHOM, CJIOBHO HAITOJTHEH-
Hasl CKPBITHIMU Ykacamu. CIlyX TO U JIEJIO yJaBJIMBaJl CTPaHHbIE
3BYKHU, CJIOBHO TJUTIOIIMHAIIMY, HATIOJHSBIINE ero pasyM. Jlaxe
I71e-TO B JIaJIM OH TO U JIEJIO CJIBIIIAJICSI XOP FOJIOCOB, YTO CJIOBHO
Obl BO3JIaBAJT HESICHYIO MOJIUTBY. ThICSUM OObEIEHHBIX TOJIOCOB
Ka3aJIMCh CTOJIb TUXUMH, CJIOBHO MECTO, I7Ie OHU BO3/IaBaJI MO-



JIMTBY, HAXOIWJIOCh OYE€Hb U OUEHb JAJIEKO. DTO Ka3aaoch OOJb-
1€ WITIO3UEN OCTABILIETOCs CTpaxa, HEKEJU MPaBIou.

Jlvib cryctst mapy MUHYT 60Jb B rosioBe AXepoHa HaKOHell
CJIeTKa yTUXJIa, & CaM OH CIIEIITHO MO/IHIBIINCh, HATTPABUIICS TIPSI-
MHKOM MO HampaBJIeHUIO K 1Bepu. Celyac eMy TO U JeJI0 Ka-
3aJ10Ch, OyATO OB U3 TEMHOTHI 32 HUM HAOMIONAI0T OecunciieH-
HbIE I71a3a... CJIOBHO MO MATaM 32 HUM HJIYT CaMble CTpaIlIHbIe
€ro KOIIMaphl.

TosbKO 10¥/1s1 10 IBEPU OH HAKOHEIT CMOT CJIeTKa PacciaduTh-
csl, TYT e MPOTATUBAsI PYKY K IBEPHOM PyUKe, HO Jaxe Mpex/ie,
94eM OH YCIIeJT TIOBEPHYTD €€, ero pyKa BMHT 3apOKaia, a Cepiiie
CJIOBHO OBLJIO TOTOBO OCTaHOBWTKLCS B JIIOOYI0 cekyHny. [Tomoca
CBETa, YTO JI0 HEJJABHUX MOP MPOCAYMBANIACh MO]] ABEPhIO UCUE3-
J1a, 3aMeHsIsi COOO0I0 TMHHYIO... U TAKYI0 MPAYHYIO TEHb.

— D-3TO JOIKHO OBITh KTO-TO W3 C-CJIYT WJIA MOXKET OBIThb...
M-Mama? — Jlpoxa OT yxkaca, AXEpOH MO JIMIIb MbITaThCS
YCTIOKOUTh ceOsl, OIHAKO Yy HEero ejpa 3TO MOJydyaloch, TOTAA
KaK ero 3yObl JIMIIb TPOJOIIKAIIH TPEIATeIbCKU CTY4aTh IPYT 00

apyra.

OH MoHMMAaJI, YTO TaM He MOXKET OBITh HUKOTO KPOME TeX JII0-
JIeil, KOTOPBIX OH 3HaJl, HO TEM HE MEHEE ero pyKa He MocMesa
CIBUHYThCS HU HA JIOWM, KaK Y T€Hb, OHA OCTABAJIACh HEMOABHIK-



HOU JIaXke CITyCTsI 11eJTy10, Ka3aJoch, OECKOHEYHO JIONTYI0 MHUHY-
Ty.

Tem He MeHee, YeM OoJIbllie BpeMeHHU MTPOXOAUIIO B 3TOM TO-
MUTEIBHOM OXWJAHWU, TEM CUJIbHEE YKac MPOIOJKal Harlom-
HATH AXEpOHa JI0 CAMBIX KpaeB, 3aCTaBJIsIsl €ro ceplle OereHo
cryvath. BocmoMuHaHusI O Y€pHON KHUTE TO U JIeJIO BCILIbIBA-
JIM B €r0 TOJIOBE, a XOP THICAY IOJIOCOB, BO3HOCAIIUX MOJIUTBY,
Ka3aJI0Ch CTAHOBWJICS JIMIIIL Bce rpomue. EMy Ka3anock, 4To ui-
JII030PHbIE PYKH, CJIOBHO TSHYIIUECS 32 HUM U3 TEMHOTHI 1032~
1M, ipuOnnxkaioTcs Bee Onvxke. OH CJIOBHO UyBCTBOBAJI, Kak €ro
3arHajiv B yroji, HO He Bpark WM 3BepH, a KOIIMap, pecieayo-
I €ro BO Mpake U TEMHOTE.

— [I-mouemy Tam o0 cux nop KTo-To crout?! Y-uyro 3107?!

C KaxOpIM TIPOMJIEHHHIM MTHOBEHHMEM IIaHWKA BCE CHJIb-
Hee OBJiajieBasa cepaueM AXepoHa, Bellb Jake MO MPOIIECTBUN
HECKOJIbKMX MHUHYT MpauHasi v JJIMHHAS TeHb 3a JABEPbIO TaK 1
He c/IBUHYJach ¢ MecTa. OHa axe He IeBeInIach, CJIOBHO ro-
pa, OHA JIMIIIb HEIOKOJIeOMMO CTOsIa 3a JIBEpPhIO, OJKUAast IMOKa
HAaKOHEI[ OTBOPUTCS IBEPb.

AXCpOH K€ B 9TOT MOMEHT 00sICs JAXKC IOMICBC/IUTHCA, EMY
Ka3aJIOCh, YTO TEMHOTA 0OBOJIAKMBAET €r0 BCE CUJIbHEE C KakK-
JbIM HpOI‘/JII[CHHbIM MI'HOBEHUEM. MI/IHYTBI BPEMCHU TAHYJIHCH



JUTS1 HETO CJIOBHO JOJITMMU YacaMH... TIOKa HAaKOHEI He pa3aalics
TOJIOC TTOXOKHUU HA POM M3MYUYEHHBIX TOJIOCOB. ['0J10C HU MTOXO-
KU HU HA YEJIOBEYECKUM, HU Ha 3BEPUHBIM, T'OJIOC, HAIOJHEH-
HBI JIUIII 37I0001 1 0e3yMKeM, U4TO OJUILIETBOPSIO COOOH JIHIIb
OJTHO — KOIIIMap.

— MBI... YYEM... CTPAX...

B TOT Mur, Korga nmpo3Bydali 3TOT yKacarlui rojoc Axepo-
HY Ka3aJI0Ch, 4YTO OH YMpPET OT CTpaxa B 3TO ke Mraoenue. Cio-
Ba CyIllecTBa ObUIM Hey3HaBaeMbl, HO YTO UMEHHO OHU TOPa3y-
MeBaJIM OH BCE PaBHO KaKMM-TO 0Opa3oM CMOT TMOHSTh. YKac,
YTO OH WCIBITA OBLJIO HE IMepeaTh CIOBaMH, a ero OOJIbHOE
cepiie OUIIOCh C TAKOUM CKOPOCTBIO U IPOCTHIO, UTO Ka3aJI0Ch OHO
MOJKET OCTAHOBUTLCS B JII000e MrHOBeHue. TeM He MeHee OHO
CJIOBHO M HE MOIJIO 3TOr'O ClejiaTh...

— Y10 910?! Y-uTO 310 Takoe?! Benukasg Mate HOMOTry MHE,
n30aBb MEHS OT 3J1a CYIIEro, Moo Teos!

XOJIOAHBIN TIOT cefiyac HEMCTOBO CTEKaJ IO CIiMHe AXepoHa,
a ero JIMIIO MOTJIO JIMIIIb UCKa3UThCs OT ykaca. OH MeJJIeHHO Ha-
YaJi OTCTyIaTh, OE33ByYHO YMTAsT MOJIMTBY, HE CMesl U3JIaTh HU
€IMHOTO 3BYyKa, 00sICh MOTPEBOKUTH HEUTO, CTOSAIIEE 32 ABEPHIO.
OpHako, CTOMUJIO MOJUTBE MPO3BYYaTh B €ro rojoBe, Kak TeHb
3a IBEPHIO TYT XK€ HAYasla UCKAXKAThCSI, CJIOBHO JIEPrasich B KOH-



BYJIbCHSIX, @ IIIyM, MIPOHOCSIIMICS 32 HEW B 9TOT MOMEHT, ObLI
MIOXOX HA CTPEKOT OECUUCIIEHHBIX CTYCTKOB M3BUBAIOIINXCS Ha-
CEKOMBIX.

JlBepHas pydka BAPYT LIEJIKHY/IA, a caM AXEpPOH B 3TOT MO-
MEHT 4yTh HE 3aBOMUJI OT yXaca, e[Ba cAepXkuBas ceds U mpo-
JIOJbKasi OTCTYNaTh Ha3ajd, Kejasl JIMIb YCIeTh CIPATaThCs 3a
mkad. Korma nBepb HEOXKMAAHHO paclaxHylach OH Kak pa3
CKPBUICS 32 HUM, TYT K€ 3aJI€3as1 Ha HUKHIOK MTYCTYIOIIYIO MOJ-
Ky. OHa ObUIa KpaiiHe Y3KO! 1 MaJIeHbKOH, HO IOCTATOYHOM, UTO-
Obl 9-7IeTHUI TOIIMIA ¥ OOJBHON MaJIbuMK CMOT B Hee MPOTHUC-
HYThCSI.

Ho kak Obl TaM HU OBLJTO, IBEPH yKe OblIa OTKPHITA... & HEUTO,
YTO CTOSIJIO B TOT MOMEHT B JIBEPHOM IpoeMe ObLIO CJIOBHO ca-
MUM OJIMIIETBOPEHHUEM CJIOBa Kommmap. JIMK, iCKaXeHHbIH OT 60-
JIM, CTPaJiaHusI U HACTaXIeHUs yIbIOascs OT yxa Jio yxa. [as-
HUIIBI OBUTH U3be/IEHBI OSCUKCIIEHHBIM POEM HACEKOMBIX, U3 KO-
TOPBIX CJIOBHO OBbI M COCTOSIJIO 9TO HEBUIAHHOE paHee, CIIUTOE U3
KYCKOB pa3HBIX CYIIECTB HEUTO. DTO ObLIT MOHCTP, Ka3aJoCh, KO-
TOpOTo OOsIIACh Jake cama TEMHOTA. Y Hero ObLIO YeThIpe PYKH,
JIBE U3 KOTOPHIX OBUTM HACTOJIBKO JITMHHBIMU, YTO KACAJIUCH T10-
JIa, a JIBe JIpyrue, BHIXOIAIIME U3 TPYIHON KJICTKH, ObUIM yXkKac-
HO KOPOTKUMH, MyXJIBIMU U. JIETCKUMH. TeM He MeHee MMEHHO
OHH U JIepKaJii KICTOYHHUK CBETa — MPAYHBIA COCY[l, HATIOMHHA-
IONIWIA JIAMITY, HATIOJTHEHHYIO OECUMCIICHHBIMU TJIa3aMU YOUTHIX



UM CYIIECTB U CBCTAIIMMUCA B OECKOHEYHOM Mpake. Ouu 3t
6I>IJ'II/I, Ka3aJIOCh, HAIMOJIHCHBI y)KaCaMH, CJIOBHO HE 3HAIOMIUE 110~
KOA JdaXKe MOCJIC CMEPTU CBOCTO OBIBILIETO O6HaL[21TeJ'IH.

AXEpOH ke B 3TOT MOMEHT, CIIPATABIINCh HA HUKHEH TOJIKE U
NPUKPBIB POT PyKaMH, MOT JIMIIb TPOJOIKATh O€33BYYHO YATATH
MOJIUTBY B HaJIekK/Ie HA CIIACEHUE, TOI/A KakK CJIe3bl yKe Hempe-
PBIBHO CTE€KaJM MO ero mekam. OJHako OH He CMeN Jake Obl-
111aTh, CTPAILIACh, YTO Y/KACAIOILEE HEUYTO, CTOALIEE HBIHE B BEP-
HOM ITPOEME CMOXET YCIIBIIIATh €T0.

K ero HecuacThlo, ykacallee CyIECTBO Jake TaK HE MeJl-
JIJIO, YK€ HAUMHAsl HECIIEIIHO HAITPABJIATHCS MPSIMUKOM I10 Ha-
IpaBJieHnIo K mKady, B KOTOpoM TOT mpsitajics. Ero mogooue
HOT, OOJIbIIIe TOXOKee Ha OCTpble Oyrpbl M3/1aBaJI0 HEPaBHOMED-
HbII CTYK IPH X0A1bO€, TOr/1a KaK CaMo OHO CJIOBHO MepeBalvBa-
JIOCh € HOI'M Ha Hory. [lake Kak IUIO CyIIECTBO, YK€ BbI3bIBAJIO
MAaHWYECKUH yKaC IIECTBYIOMIEN KatacTpodwl... C KaxJbpIM 11a-
T'OM OHO CJIOBHO Pa3BajIMBajIOCh HA KYCKH, a OECUMC/ICHHbIE Ha-
CEKOMbIEe TaJajIi Ha T0J1, CIIELHO cTapasich 3a0parbcst 0OpaTHO
B IUIOTh, YEPE3 LIBU CBOETO MPAYHOI'0 FOCOIUHA.

— Benukasi MaThb... crlacl MeHsl... YMOJIAIO BbITAIIK MEHA U3
9TOro KomMapa! — AXepOH MOT' JIUIIIb ITPpOJOJIKATh YUTAaTh MO-
JIMTBY U HAACATHCA Ha YO, HO CTYK CTAaHOBUJICS JIMIIb BCE on-
Ke U OJvKe K HEMY... CJIOBHO 3HAMCHYA KOHCII, 1 HOBOC Ha4va-



JI0, OCBeIIaiolee TeMHOTY CBOMMHU IJ1a3aMM B JIAMITE yXKACHOTO
CyILIeCTBA.

He mipol1u1o 1 HECKOJIBKMX MTHOBEHUI, KaK Yepe3 IbIPY B IOJI-
K€ OH YK€ CMOT YBH/IETh HOT'M CTPAIITHOTO CYIIIECTBA HEJAJIEKO OT
ceOs, Kak U OEeCUMCIIEHHBIX HACEKOMBIX, KOITOIIAIINXCSA U IIOJI-
3yIIMX BCJIE] 32 CBOUM XO3MHOM, CJIOBHO YKACAIONIMKA TUIAIL.
ITpocTo yBHUEB 3TO, Ka3aJI0Ch, HEBOOOPA3UMOM 3pEITHIIIE, CTPaXx,
UCIIBITAHHBI AXEPOHOM B 9TOT MOMEHT, OBbUI IIOMCTUHE HEBBI-
pasum. OH He MPOCTO CKOBAJI Pa3yM M TeJIO, HO U JyIIY...

HcripiThiBast CTONIL HEBOOOPA3UMBIH yKac, AXEpPOH B 9TOT MO-
MEHT Jla)ke He TIOCMeJT TTPOJOJKATh YUTATh MPO ce0s1 MOJIUTBY,
CTpaiack, 4To Jaxe 3TO CIIOCOOHO MPUBJIEYbh BHUMAHHE YXKac-
Horo MoHcTpa. OH 60suICs... OH OOsJICS, UTO Ja)ke ero MBICIH
Oy/yT YCIIBIIIIAHBL...

Tem He MeHee, eiBa MOJIMTBA B MBICIIAX AXEpoOHa INepecra-
JIa 3ByYarh, KaK CYIIECTBO B 3TO )K€ MTHOBEHHUE BJIPYI HEOXKHU-
JAHHO 3aMepJIo, CJIOBHO HABEKU 3aCThUIO BO BpeMeHU. Kaszaiocs,
OHO BMUT YMEPJIO... yTPaTUiIO Ku3Hb. HO OTHIONB... 9TO ObLTa Obl
JIMIIb CNAJIKas JIOKb, BeIb OECUMCIEHHbIE HACEKOMBIE TO BITOJ-
3aI011IME, TO BHINOJI3AIOIIME U3 MHOKECTBA IIBOB CYIIECTBA JOKA-
3bIBAJIM HUYTO MHOE... KaK €ro BEYHYI0, HETJIEHHYIO k13Hb! Cy-
IIECTBO JIMIIb OCTAJIOCh CTOSITh B OECKOHEYHOM OKMJAHUH, KO-
I’Ja HAKOHELl CMOXET IOkKAaThb Te€X, KTO 3aIUIyTall BO MPAKe...



— Y-ygro0 3710 32 cymectBo?! Kak moqo6Hoe M-MoskeT BooOIIe
kuTh?! Kak 0OHO MOIJIO OKa3aTbes 3/1eCh... B MoeM aome?! Uto ¢
POAUTENISIMU, TJIe MOU CecTpbI?!

AXepoH He MOHMUMAJI, YTO TIPOUCXOMIUT, APOkKa OT yKaca OH
MOT JIMIIIb TPOJIOJIKATh CMOTPETh Ha HOTH CYIIIECTBAa M OeCcuunc-
JIEHHBIX HACEKOMBIX, BXOSIIMX M BBIXOAAIIMX U3 Hero. B ero
roJIOBE BEPTEINMCh OSCUMCIIEHHbIE BOMPOCH, HO HU HA OJWH U3
HUX HE ObUIO OTBETA.

OH npononzalt Jiexkars Ha MOJIKe, IPoXKa OT y)kKaca, CTpallach
TIOIIEBEJIUTBCS, HO HE AbIIIATh OH HUKAaK HE MOT, IOTOMY CITy-
CTSI MAHYTY YTKHYBLIMCh B PyKy OH HAaKOHELl BIOXHYJ BO3JYX,
BHUMATEJIbHO HaOI0/1as1 32 CTOSIIIMM Heflasieko cyiiectsom. Ha-
CEKOMbIe, Ka3aJ10Ch, He 00paIliaid Ha HETO HUKAKOTO BHUMaHM,
a camMo CyHIECTBO HE CMOIJIO YCJIbIIIATh €r0 TUXOIO W CIABJIEH-
HOTO JIBIXaHUSI, TPOAOJIKAS JIUIITh OE3MOBHO CTOSITb.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO 4acOB CYIIECTBO TaK M MPOIOJIKAIIO CTO-
SITh, TOT/IA KaK AXEpOH yKe YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 UCTOICHHBIM, KaK
HHKOTZIa paHee. Y Hero He ObUIO Obl CMENIOCTH BBIOPATHCS W3-
TIOJT STOM TOJIKH, ecJT Obl He OTHO HO, @ UMEHHO TO, YTO Hace-
KOMBIX, BBITIOJI3AIOIIMX U3 CYIIECTBA, CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE OOJbIIIE.
OHu CJIOBHO OECKOHEYHBIN MMOTOK BRIOMPAICH U3 MOHCTPA, pac-
MIPOCTPAHSISICh BCE AIbIle U Jajbiie. Ka3anock... UM HEeT KOHIIA.



— Ecam npoposky TyT JiekaTh HaCEKOMbIE COXKPYT MEHs 3a-
’KMBO WM Onarojiapss UM MOHCTP TOYHO MEHSI YBHIMT... MHe
HY)KHO BBIOMPATbCs, Kak Obl CTPAIIHO 3TO HU ObLJIO. — AXe-
POH TIBITAJICSI COOPATHCSI C MBICIISIMH, HO €r0 TeJIO MPOI0JIKAIIO
HETPEePhIBHO APOXKATh OT yXkaca, He CIOCOOHOE TMOIIEBETUTHCS.
— Cobepuch, AXepoH, TpOIIYy... COOEPUCH...

TosbKO CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, COOpaB BCIO CBOIO pa3ou-
TyIO B IIyX M Ipax CMEJIOCTb, AXEPOH HaKOHeIl Hauyasl MeJlIeH-
HO ¥ HECIEIIHO BHIOMPAThCS, CTapasiCh He U3AaBaTh HU €JMHOTO
3BYKa.

Ero cepmie ceituac OUI0Ch C TaKOW SIPOCTHIO, UTO OH OOSIICS,
Kak Obl MOHCTP He YCIIBIIIAT €ro CTYK, HO BbIXOJIa He ObLJIO, OCTa-
BAJIOCh JIMIIb JBUTATHCS Aajibiie. CyIIecTBO BCe elle CTOsIo 3a
1mKkaoM, O3TOMY BBIOPABIIKCh, OH OBUT BHE €r0 IMOJIs 3PEHUS. .
€CJIM TaKoe MOHSITHE BOOOIIEe OBUIO MPHCYITE TOA0OHOMY UYJI0-
BUIILY.

[Iponmoskass akKypaTHO IIaratb B TEMHOTE, AXEPOH BCKOpE
yxke oborren mkad U 3arIsiHY/ Yepe3 ero Kpai Ha Jpyryio CTo-
POHY ¥ TOJIBKO TOTJa OH HAaKOHEL! YBUEJ CO CITMHBI YKacalollee
HEUTO B MOJTHOM ero odnuyue. B ero rmazax TyT ke NOTeMHeNO
OT UCTIBITHIBAEMOI'0 UM yKaca, a KUBOT CKPYTUJIO B PBOTHOM IO-
3bIBE, HO CHEPKABLIMCh, OH BCE K€ CyMeN OTBeCTH B3I, [la-



JK€ BCIIOMUHATH 00 3TOM MOHCTPEC OBLJIO OJIA HETO UCIIBITAHHUEM,
BEIb HACTOJILKO OTBPATUTEJIILHBIM U NU3YBCPCKUM OH OBLI.

— T-Takoro He MOXeT ObITb... TAKOTO MPOCTO HE CYIIECTBYET!
4 crumo! 4 cruno! Mue He cOexarh OT HEro... OT TAKOTO HEBO3-
MOKHO COEXaTh... HEBO3MOKHO...

Horu AxepoHa TyT e MOJKOCHJIMChH, & CaM OH OeCIITyMHO
TIpHICEJI, He CIIOCOOHBIN ake CTOSATH OT UCIIBITHIBAEMOTO UM YiKa-
ca. Bujt aT0ro MoHcTpa Kazanock CiocodeH COKPYLIUTD AakKe BO-
JII0 BEJIMKOTO reposi. B pacckasax, KOTOpble OH YMTAI... JaXe B
HHX He OBbUIO CTOJIb Y)KaCHOTO CYIIECTBA...

— M-wmHe He cOexarb... Benmukuit repoit PaiiMoH... 1axke oH
He 07107171 ObI TOIOOHOTO MOHCTPA... A MOXHO JIM BOOOIIE 0/I0-
JIeTh HEYTO Mo00HOoe?

[Ipocunes enie HECKOJIBKO MUHYT AXEPOH CMOT BHOBb B3SITh
ce0s1 B pyKH M HaOpaBILICh CMEJIOCTH CHOBA 3alvIsHYJI 3a IKadg,
O/IHAaKO, K €ro erie OoJbIIeEMY yXkacy, MOHCTpa TaM Yke He Obl-
JIO...



I'naBa 3. Hounoi kommap. Yacrs 2.

Korga AXepoH yBuze IycTyIOIIee MECTO, 3aHATOE JO HE/IaB-
HErO BPEMEHU OTBPATUTEIbHBIM MOHCTPOM, €TI0 CEPALIE TYT ke
nporycTuiio yaap. EmMy kazanock, 94to TOT HaOMogaeT 3a HUM 13
TEHU, HO OIJISIEBIINCH OH HE 3aMETHJI CBETa JIaMIIbl, YTO JIep-
’KaJIM MaJIEHbKHE PYUKH cyllecTBa. JJaxke Xop JaJeKux rojocos,
4TO OECIpPEepHIBHO BO3aBAI MOJIMTBY HauaJl OTHAISATHCS C KakK-
JbIM TPOM/IEHHBIM MTHOBEHHMEM, a BCKOpE TaK M BOBCE MCYE3.
Haxe 6ecuncieHHbIe HACEKOMBbIE, UTO BCIOAY MO3JIM BMUT HCYE3-
JIM.... KaK 1 Mcye3 MX OECKOHEUHBIH, yKacaloIMi 1 HallOJTHEHHBIH
T'OJIOIOM CTPEKOT.

— Bwmur craso Tak tuxo... CoBceM HUYero He ciblHO. H-
HeyKeJr MOHCTp yiien? — HcnyraHHo pasMsliiuissi, AXepoH
HaKOHeIl CMOT XOTsI ObI CJIeTKa pacciabuThCsl, TOrIa Kak THIITIHA
ceiyac CIIOBHO OKyTaJla €r0 CBOMM OJIaKEHHBIM CaBaHHOM.

Ilocnne HecCKOIbKUX 4acCoB, IIOIOHIMX B €I0 I'OJIOBE MHOXC-
CTBOM T'OJIOCOB, KaK M YKaCalolICM CTPEKOTOM KOIIOHIAIIHUXCS
IIOJTYUIIL HACEKOMBIX THUIIIMHA Ka3aJ1aCb KpaﬁHC HCHpI/IBI)I‘IHOfI...
JaXXe HEMHOI'O Hyralomeﬁ.

— Hapno koro-HuOyap HaWTH... XOTb KOTO-HUOYAB... — Jlpo-
’a OT cTpaxa, AXepOH CJIelOM MOT TOJIbKO Ha MOJKOCHBILIHMXCS



HOrax mar 3a marom HpI/I6JII/I3I/ITbCH K OBEpPH.

BrITJISIHYB B KOPUJIOp ¥ HE 3aMETUB HUYErO HEOOBIYHOTO, OH
MOT TOJIbKO HECTICIITHO ¥ OCTOPOKHO HAIIPABUTHCS B CTOPOHY Ka-
OuHeTa cBoero oTia. [lomectbe, B KOTOPOM OH XHJI OBLIO HE Ma-
JIEHBKUM U TIYTh MPEJCTOsT He OJIM3KUIA, HE TOBOPS YKe O TOM,
YTO TI0 HEMY XOIMJIO CTOJIb YKACHOE Uy/IOBMIIE, O€3 COMHEHUS
MPOTHB KOTOPOT'O Y JEBATUJIETHETO MaJIbYMKa He OBLIO U ITIaHCA.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT XOIbOBI AXEPOH yKe TPOIIIeN YacTh
MyTH U JIOIIIEJT O KOMHATBI CBouX cectep. OH XOTe MPONTH MU-
MO, HO TIOIPOCTY HE CMOT, JIMIIb TOAXO/s K ABEPH U ITPUCIIOHS-
sICh K Hell yxoM. K coxkaieHnio, eTMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CJIBIIIAI
ObLJIa TOJILKO MpayHasi, BCEOObhEeMJTIONIAsT THUIIIUHA.

Tem He MeHee Jake TakK, OH JIMIIb ITPOIOJIKasi BCIYIIUBAThCS,
B HaJIeXK/IE YJIOBUTh rojloca CBOMX CECTep, YTO KaK ¥ OH, CMOTJIA
COpATaTbCS BO BceM 3TO KomMape. OAHAKO CIyCTs LENyl0 MU-
HYTY THIIMHBI, KOTJja AXepOH YyXke XOTeJl OTOWTH OT JBEPU, OH
BIPYT CMOT YCJIBIIIIATh HEOKHMIAHHBIN U TUXUI, HO TAKOW 3HAKO-
MBIl TOJIOC, 3ByYalllii, Ka3aJI0Ch, IPSIMUKOM 32 JBEPBIO.

— Bparuk... momMoru MHe... mipomty 1eds... — EnBa Heoxu-
JAHHBIA U YMOJIAIOIIUEI TOJI0C AMEINU pa3Jaics C Ipyrou CTo-
POHBI IBEPU, KaK KPOBb TYT K€ OTXJIbIHYJIA C JII[a AXEpoHa, a
caM OH MOT JIWIIIb YKaCHO TOOJIeTHETh.



Pe3ko OTCTpaHMBIIMCH OT JBEPU, OH MOT JIUIIb 3aIPOXKaTh,
TOrJa Kak CJie3bl y’Ke BMUT MOTEKJIM U3 ero mas. Ero nporsny-
Tasi K ABEpHOM pydyKe pyKa ceiluac HEMCTOBO JposKalia, CIOBHO
OCHHOBBIH JIUCT Ha OE3KaJIOCTHOM BETpPY, HO OHA TaK M HE I0-
CMeJla OTBOPHUThH POKOBYIO J1Bepb. Kazasnock, yopaB yxo OT jBe-
pU OH JOJKeH ObUT BHOBb BEPHYTCS K IyTraloled TUINWHE, HO
OTHIO/Ib, XOP TOJIOCOB, BO3HOCSIIIUX MOJIMTBY U TOJIOC MOJILOBI
CECTpBI JIMIIH MPOAOJIKATh 3By4aTh B €r0 TOJIOBE HAOATHBIM KO-
JIOKOJIOM.

— IpocTr MeHSL... IPOCTH MEHSL. .. IPOCTH MEHS... — AXepOH
MOT TOJIbKO TOPECTHO IIJIaKaTh, TOIMIA KaK €ro cepille, Ka3aaoch,
CKUMAJIOCh OT HEUCTOBOM OOJIH.

Mos0bl cecTpbl BCKOpe Mepepociiv B yKacaolIye KPUKH, HO
OH TaK U MPOJIOJIKAJ CTOSITh, JIUIIb OECCUIILHO pbiaasi. Xop ro-
JIOCOB, Ka3aJIoCh, YK€ PEBEJ y HErO B IOJIOBE, 4 BMECTO ThICSY,
CJIOBHO BOCTIEBAJIM MUJUTUOHBI. ..

— 4 Tpyc... A UMb KaJIKUAXA TPYC...

[Tnaya m cxxvMasi pykou cTydaiiee oT Ooim cepaie, Axe-
POH CJI€IOM OKOHYATEJIbHO OTCTPAHUIICS OT ABEPH, HAIIPABJIASACH
JaJipliie o Kopuaopy. YeM faiibliie OH OTXOAWJI, TEM CHIIbHEE
TUIIIMHA BHOBb OKYTHIBAJIA €T0, MIOKA r0JI0ca M BOBCE HE UCYE3IIH.



JIne crycrs HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, KOria AXEpOH yxke yIlen J1a-
JIEKO BIIEpe]], 1BEpb HAKOHEIl OTBAPWJIACh, a MPSAMO Ha IOpore
CTOSIIIO ysKacaroliee MHOTrofMKoe uynosuiie. Kaxmoe us ero 6ec-
YHCJIEHHBIX JIMIT ObLJIO HATIOJIHEHO CTPAIaHUSIMU U OOJIBIO, TBEP-
JAIMe U3 pa3a B pa3 JMIIb CBOM IpeacMepTHsle peun. U cpe-
1M STUX COTEH YTePSTHHBIX BO MpaKe JIUI], ObLJIO OTHO OCOOEHHO
MPEKPACHOE, TBEPASALIEE JIUILb OIHO:

— Bparuk... moMors MHe... porry TeOsl...

B 3TOT MOMEHT AXEpOH MOT TOJILKO MPOJOJIKATh UJITH K Ka-
OUHETy CBOEro OTIIa, PhiAasi OT MeYaJu U HEBEPOSITHOU OO B
cepmiie. OH y’kacHO HeHaBHIe) ceOsl... HO ceiiyac OH MOT JIUIIIb
CHOBA W CHOBA IPOXOJIUTH Tepe]l pa3InIHbIMU IBEPSIMU TIOME-
CThsl, TOT/Ia KaK 3HAKOMBIE T'0JI0Ca OTTY/IA TO U JIeJI0 B3BBIBAIM K
HeMY, TPOCs1 O TIOMOIIH, CIIACEHHH, a TIOPOH U CMEPTH...

OnHu MomWIH, TUTAKAU U CTpajanu. EMy kazaioch, 4To OH
TIOTAJ1 B Y>KaCHbIM KOLLIMAp, U3 KOTOPOI'O BBIXO/1A HAWTHU EMY YKe
He cykaeHo. Kax/plil pa3 ronoca 3Baju €ro... M Kax/iplid pa3 oH
JIIb Ipoxoaus MUMO. C KaKAO0W MPOIYIIEHHOW UM JBEPBIO, C
KQK/IbIM Y3HaBa€MbIM ¥ HITHOPUPYEMBIM UM TOJIOCOM €My Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO OH TePsIeT YACTUUKY CBOeU cOOCTBEHHOM Iymiu. OH Tak
XOTeJI HAWTH XOTb KOrO-HUOYIb, M Ka3aJIOCh HAW... OH JIUIIIb
MpOLIE MUMO. BilykAalonmil BO Mpake, OKPYKEHHBIN y:Kacaro-



MMM MOHCTPaMH, YTO MOT C/IeaTh JIEBATUIETHUI MaJIbUuK ?
Mor i1 BOOOIIE YTO-TO C/IENATh JIaXe BEMKUN Tepoii?

JIuip cyctsi HECKOJBKO MHUHYT, Ka3aJloch, HEBEPOSITHBIX
CTpajaHuii, AXepOH HAaKOHeIl CMOT' yBUZIETh JABEph B KaOWHET
CBOETO OTIIa, B CBOIO OUepe/lb MOAXO/s K Hell KaK MOKHO OBICT-
pee. Tem He MeHee cTpax, yKac ¥ pacKastHUe JIMIIb MPOIOIKAIN
OKYTBIBaTh €ro TeJjio U padyMm. OH Tak Oosiics... OH OOsLICs, UTO
Jake 37IeCh OH YCIIBIIIIUT Te ke caMble MOJIbOBI O romoru. Ho
€My TIOIPOCTY OOJIbINIE HUUETO OCTABAJIOCH, & TOTOMY HE ITPOIILIO
Y MTHOBEHH S, KaK €r0 yXO yKe B CJIEAYIOIIMNA MUT TPUCTIOHUIIOCH
K aBepH... K cuacTpio, He ObLJIO HU MPOCHO O MOMOIIU, HU CTO-
HOB... He ObLJIO CIIBIIIHO JIaXe JaJIeKOr0 Xopa ToJIOCOB, BHIHYX-
JIEHHOTO BO3HOCHUTb, Ka3aJIOCh Obl, BEYHYIO MOJIUTBY.

— Tumuna...

AXepoH He 3HaJl PajioBaThCs €My WJIM HAO0OOPOT Myrarhcs,
HO BBIOOpA y HEro BCe PaBHO HE OBLIO, IOITOMY YKe B CIIETYIO-
1[e€ MTHOBEHUE €ro pyKa KOCHYJIAaCh ABEPHOM PYUYKU U OTBOPU-
na aepsb. Cepaiie OMIOCh Kak cymaciie/iee, Ka3aaoch B OECKO-
HEYHOM OKUJIaHUM, TOrJa KakK CITyCTs] MUI JIETKHUI, HEOXKUJaH-
HBIA CKPUII YK€ pa3aaics oT ABepd. OH MOT TOJIBKO € ykKacoM
00epHYTbCs, HO MO3a7qK Hero Obla BCE Ta ke TEMHOTA U MpPaK,
KaK ¥ 9XO0 yiKe JIaJISKOTO CKpUIIA...

BCIIOMHMB O TOM, 4YTO [IBEpPb YK€ CKOpPEE BCETrO OTKPbLIACH



AXepoH TYT e MCITyTaHHO B3IJISIHYJ1 0OpaTHO, HO KPOME TEMHO-
ThI He OBUTO BUJTHO OOJIbINie HUYero. Jlajekuii Xop rojlocoB BHOBb
Hayas 3Byvarh B €ro roJIoBe, IO3TOMY 3aii/Is1 B KOMHATY OTIIA OH
TYT 3aKPbLT 32 COOO# IBEPh, OTYETO XOP CJIE/IOM YKe Haval Me[l-
JIEHHO OTHAJIATHCSI.

— Huxkoro Her... Heyxenu s octasncst oquH... H-Ho Kak... 4to
TOr/1a IPOUCXOAUT CHAPYXKU... B MUpe?

AXepoH He TIOHMMAaJI, 4TO MPOMCXOIHT, KaK U He 3HAJI, YTO
eMy JenaTh. 3aCHYB B OMOIMOTEKH M OTKPHIB I71a3a, OH OUyTHJI-
sl B CaMOM Y’KacHOM cBoeM Koimape. Ho pasBe ObiBatoT Takue
cHbI? Pa3Be MOKeET OH ceiiuac crath U OykK/1aTh B IPUCHUBIIIM-
cs eMy CHe?

— M-moxeT s 1 BIpsAMb cIutio? MoxeTt Bce 3TO MPOCTO KOIII-
Map... H-Ho Kak... Kak MHe IpPOCHYTbCS?

Hemeiss, AXepOoH cJIe[IoM TYT e 0OOIIIeN BCIO KOMHATY, HO B
Hel He ObLJI0 HUYEro 0COOEHHOr0, a BCe MpeIMEThl HaXOAUIOCh
TaM ke, TIe U Bcerna, 0e3 Kakux-am00 usMeHenni. JInmnie tem-
HOTA U MPaK OTJIMYAIA 3Ty KOMHATY OT TOW, YTO OH MOMHUIL
Hecniemma, oH cj1e10M MOT TOJIBKO TOJIOMTH K CTONTY, HA KOTOPOM
€ro OTell MOCTOSTHHO BeJl KaKKe-JTMO0 3aMETKH, HO KOT/la OH YBH-
€1, YTO JIeXkKaao Ha HeM, TO ero Cepiile yrnajo, a JIMIO MUTOM
1100J1e THEIO.



Ero ronosa 3aryznesna ot 60/, a XOp roJIOCOB BMUT 3a3By4al B
yIlax TaK, Kak HUKoraa panee. Cpey KUIbl Oymar v KHUT, JIe)Ka-
Jia aOCOJTIOTHO YepHasi KHUTA... OHA BHIMVIsA/ENA TAaKOW MPOCTOM,
Jiake OOBIYHOM, HO 9TO Ka3aJI0Ch JIUIIIb BHEIITHUM (DacajioM, Be/lb
OH YYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO OH HEE€ TaK U UCXOIAT MPaK U KOLIMAaphl.

— Ta KHUrA... HEYXeJIU MPOYUTAB €€ s NOoMaJl B 3TOT KOIII-
Map... WM K€ OTKPbIB €€ OHA BBITYCTUJIA KOIIIMAap BO BECh MUpP?
M-MoxeT morpoOoBaTh BHOBb €€ MPOYECTh... — AXEpOH MOT
TOJILKO MAHWYECKU Pa3AyMbIBaTh, YTO €My AeJiaTh, B TO BpeMs
KaK 3a JIBepbl0 yXke pa3fayics TUXUU LIENOT, CTAHOBSIIMUCS C
KaX/IbIM MTHOBEHHEM JIUIIIb TPOMYE... YTO-TO MPUOIMNKATIOC.

3BYK KOIOIIAIIErocsl posi HACEKOMBIX CTAHOBUJICS JIUIIIh BCE
rpoMye, a MOJIbObI OECUMCIIEHHBIX JIOJEH CIMBAIUCD B YKACHYIO
KakooHuI0 3ByKOB. TYCKJIbIN CBET HaYaJI TPOOMBATHCS O] JIBE-
pblo, TOIJIAa KaK TEPIKUH, JIMIKUIA yKac yKe Havyajl CKOBBIBATh
cepauue...

— O-onu nayt! Y-uro mue genats?! Kak cnacruce?! — Ila-
HUKA cefiuac BMHT OBJIaJIeNa cepieM AXepoHa, a OHO caMo Ou-
JIOCh Kak Cymacuieliee, CJIOBHO FOTOBOE pa30pBaThCsl OT MC-
MBITHIBAEMOro MM cTpaxa. — [Tomorute! KTo-HHOYIL momMorute
MHe !



AXepoHy Ka3alioch, 4YTO HA MIPOTSKEHUH BCETO STOrO BpeMe-
HM €0 Cepalle JaBHO yke JOJDKHO ObLIO pa3opBaThCs OT Iepe-
HECEeHHOTO MM YXaca, HO TeM He MeHee TOro TaK U He CIIy4u-
sochk. Kak Obl cIbHO OHO HU OUJIOCH, OHO BCE PaBHO MPOIOJIKA-
JI0 cTy4arsh jaajbiie. Teno Tpscio ot yxaca, a 11a3a, HaroJTHEH-
HbIe OTYasTHUEM, CMOTPEJHU JIMIIh Ha €JMHCTBEHHYIO BEIllb, Ka-
3aJ10Ch CIIOCOOHYIO €My ITOMOYb — YepHYIO KHUTY.

— M-MOXET eCJIH 51 [TPOUTY €€... M-MOKET TOIJIA... 1 BEPHYCh
o0OpaTHO?

[Momoiins k kHUre, AXepoH MOT TOJBKO MPOTSHYTh K HEH py-
Ky, Y JIUIIb Ceiuac, MpUOTU3UBIIMCH OJIVKE U MO TYCKJIbIN CBET,
MIPOHOCSIIUICS TIOJT IBEPHIO U OTPAKAIOIIUIICS OT OKOH, OH CMOT
YBHUJETh CTOJI CBOETO OTIa B AeTayisix. CTON KaKUM OH ero MoM-
HWI ObUT UJIEAJTbHO OTIHOJMPOBAH, HO TIOBEPXHOCThH TOr0 OblIa
3a0WTa HallapalaHHBIMU, CJIOBHO B MPUCTYTIE Oe3yMUsl Kapaky-
JISIMU, CPEIX KOTOPBIX (PUTYPUPOBAJIO JIMIIID JIBA €TUHCTBEHHBIX
coBa — HE UMTAT.

— H-no kak...? Yro...?

HeoObsicHUMBIN CTpax cefiyac CKOBaJ cepiie AXepoHa xe-
JIE3HBIMM LIETISIMU, a TPOTSIHYTasl pyKa OCTaHOBUJIACh, OJHAKO
BpEMEHH Ha pa3MBIILICHUs Y HETO yke He ObL1o. [IBepHas pyuka
3aCKpHIIea, a JBeph ObUIa TOTOBA OTBOPHUTCS B JTIIOOOH MOMEHT,



BITyCKasl BHYTPb KOMHATBI BECh YKaC, CTOSIILIMI CHAPYXH.

— {1-51 He MorYy... 51 3Ke IPOCTO... MPOCTO TPYC... — 3aIljIakas,
AXEepOoH MOT TOJIbKO CXBaTUTh KHUTY, OBICTPbIM JBMKEHUEM OT-
KpBIBas €e... TOrJa Kak B 9TOT MOMEHT BECh MUP CJIOBHO 3aMep.

JIBEpb Tak W OCTAJIACh 3aKPHITOM, XOP TOJIOCOB UCYE3, U JAAKE
CBET, NPOXOASAIINN MO]] JBEPbIO, MTHOBEHHO Iporal. B 3ToT mo-
MEHT, Ka3aJIoCh, BCE 0OPATHJIOCh B HUUTO, OCTABJISIS JIUIIb Ma-
JICHbKMM OJUHOKHUM CHIIY3T, KAK U KHHUTY B €r0 pyKax.

[TocMOTpeB Ha OTKPBITYIO CTPAaHUILy KHUTM AXEPOH YyBHIEI
JIVIIITH BCE TE JK€ CaMble HETIOHSITHbIE CUMBOJTBI, OJTHAKO Ceifuac OH
MOHMMAJT 3HaUEHUs1 KaXJ0ro u3 Hux. OH XOTeN OTJI0KUTh KHU-
Iy, HO He Mor. OH XOTeJ He YUTaTh, HO CMBICJI CJIOB M CUMBOJIBI,
CJIOBHO MMEJIM CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO BOJIIO, BIMBasi B HET0 CBOU
COKPBIThIE BO Mpake UCcThHbI. CO3HAHME HAYAJIO MTOTYXaTh, a IJ1a-
32 3aKPBIBATHCS U CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT BCE BMUT TTIOMEPKJIO.



I'nmasa 4. IlomecThe
AJjereen. Yactp 1.

AXepoHy ceifyac Ka3aJloch, YTO OH IUIBIBET B HECKOHUYAEMOI
TEMHOTE, 2 BpeMeHH Oy/1TO OBl U He CYIIIeCTBOBAJIO BOBce. B ofvH
MWI' Ka3aJIOCh, MPOIIIEJT JIMIIIb Yac, TOra Kak B JAPYroi ObLIO
OIIIYIIIEHHE MPOJIETAIOIIUX JieT. Ero moryxiiee co3HaHUe 3acHY-
JI0, CJIOBHO OeCripoOyJHBIM Y HECKOHYAEMbIM CHOM.

CrycTst MOKeT OBITh MUT, 2 MOKET M BEYHOCTD B/IaJIeKe TTOKa-
3aJICs JTy4YUK CBeTa, CJIOBHO 30BYIIMI ero. OH Ka3zaJics yKacHO
JaJieK, HO OJJHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM TepeaBall YyBCTBO HEOOBSIC-
HUMOW OJIM30CTU U TEIUIOTHI.

— OYHUCB... TPOITY... OUYHUCH...

Jlanekuii, HO TaKOW TEIUIbIA M 3HAKOMBIHM rojioc ceruac Oec-
MPEPBIBHO 3BaJl AXEpOHA, OTYEro JIaXe €ro masa XOTeJlId OT-
KPBITbCS, a Iyllia TSAHYJIACh Tyaa. K coxaieHnio, TEeMHOTa CJIOBHO
HE JKeJilasia OTITyCKaTh ero, EerisisiCh 32 Hero CBOUMHU MPAaYHbIMU
KOIIIMapaMH.

— YMOJISIO... THI IOJIKEH MPOCHYTHCH. .

['onoc craHoBUIICA BCe rpoMYe, BBIPBIBAsi CO3HaHUE AXepoHa
13 OJla)kKeHHOM THUIIMHBI, OTUEro JaXe ero Ijia3a Ha MUl Cllerka
MPUOTKPBLIUCH, KA3aJIOCh, CJIOBHO HAJTUTHIE CBUHIIOM.

— 3aueM KT0-TO 30BeT MeHsA? Tak xouercs crarth... — En-



Ba 3Ta MBIC/Ib MPOJIETENA B FOJIOBE AXEpPOHA, KaK €ro CO3HaHUe
BHOBb HA4aJIO OTJAJIATHCS, a IJ1a3a YCTAJIO 3aKPhIBATHCS.

TeMHoTa ObLTa TAKOW YIOTHOM, CIOKOMHOW 1 YOAIOKHUBAIOIIIEH,
a roJioc, UCXOASIIMI OT MpodJecKa cBeTa Ka3acs, MycTh 1 OJu-
30K AyIlle, HO TaK OECKOHEUHO /ajieK... A OH BeJlb TaK YCTall...

— Tlpocty MeHSI CHIHOK... IPOCTH MeHSI... 51 IOJKHA ObLia
JIydIlie CJIEIUTh 3a TOOOM... TPOCTH CBOIO TIIYIYIO MaTh...

He npouuio, ka3anoch, 1 MUra, Kak FPOMKHE )KEHCKUE KPUKU
BCKOPE CMEHWIUChH JIUIIb TUXUM U IUIAUyLUM LIETIOTOM, OJHa-
KO B MTOTYXAIOUIMM CO3HaHUKM AXEpOHa OHU ITPO3BYYaJIM CJIOBHO
packaTsl rpoma. Ero mia3a MrHOBEHHO pacnaxHyJIMCh, & B FOJIO-
BE€ BMUI [IPOHECIINCh BCE BOCIIOMMHAHUS O TIPOKUTOM UM KOIII-
Mape.

— 41 nomxeH mpocHyThCA !

AXEepOH CJIOBHO 4yBCTBOBAJI, UYTO EMY HYKHO JI€JIaTh, BEb IO-
JIOC POJIHOTO YeJIOBEeKa BeJl ero CKBO3b Mpak. OH HEMeJIEHHO
YCTpEeMWJICSI BCe CBOEW BOJIEH K JaJIeKOMy MPOOJIECKy CBeTa,
npuOIMKAsACh K HEMY CO CTPEMHTENTBHOW CKOPOCTBIO, HBIPSIS B
HETrO CITYCTsI Ka3aJIOCh JIMIIb MUT, OCTaBJIsisl 03314 TbMY U MPakK,
OECKOHEYHO TSHYBIIYIOCS BCJIE]T 32 HUM.

B 310T MOMEHT I71a3a AXepoHa yCTaja0 OTKPbUIMCh, a CaM OH
TYT € 3aMETUJI CBOIO IUIAYYILYIO MaTh, TPACYILYIO €r0, CJIOBHO
KyKJIy, KOTOpo# oOpe3anu HUTu. HemoHrumMaHue u ucryr Heme/-
JIEHHO OBJIA/IENI MM, BMUT yOUpasi BCIO COHJIMBOCTh, OTYETO OH



TYT € BCKOUMJI C KPOBATH, TAHUYECKU BEPTs FOJIOBOW B pa3HbIe

CTOPOHBI.

— AxepoH... CnaBa Benukoy Matepu! — Kpernkue oObATHS
TYT ke 00XBaTHJIM AXepoHa, a CJie3bl HAMOUMIIM €ro U TaK Mpo-
MOKIIIYI0O OT XOJIOHOTO ToTa pydamky. — S Tak ucryraiach!

Mo¥ IynsblIil... MO MAJIEHBKUU [JTYTIBIIL. ..

Ceityac AXepoH MOT JIMIIb PACTEPSHHO CMOTPETH MO CTOPO-
HaM, Torja Kak CusbBa B CBOIO OUYepe/ib YKe TUXOHBKO TUIaKaia
OT PaJIOCTH, HE OCMETUBASICh OTITYCTUTh ChIHA U3 CBOMX KPETKUX
OOBSTUI JaXe Ha KPATKU MHT, CJIOBHO €CITU OTIYCTHUT, TO TOT
CHOBA MOJET 3aCHYTbh OeCIIpOOYJHBIM CHOM.

— Ilouemy T He nipockinancs? CKkaxku, 4YTO CIYyYUIOCh? —
Britepes cie3bl, CuiibBa MOIJIa TOJIBKO B3IJISTHYTh B HEITOHUMA-
I0II[ME TJIa3a ChIHY, Be/Ib CTPax 3a HEro /0 CUX MOp Tep3ai ee.
MoxeT OH ¥ TPOCHYJICSI, HO TIPOM3OIIIE/IIee BCE PAaBHO ObLIO /1a-
JIEKO HEe HOPMaJIbHBIM.

— {1-51 He 3HAI0... KAXKETCs... MHE CHUJICSI OYeHb JIOJTHIA KOIII-
Map...

AXepoH He 3HaJl, YTO eMy CHUJIOCh, HO OH UYBCTBOBAJI, UTO
910 ObLI KolMap. OH orryinan cedsl Tak, CJIOBHO BMECTO CHA OH
padotan 6e3 oTapIXa BCIO HEJEIN0, a HEOObSICHUMBIN CTpax, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, AaXe cervac npecyiesoBai ero. OJHAKO MbITasCh BCIIOM-
HUTb XOTb YTO-HUOY/Ib BOCTIOMUHAHUS YCKOJIb3aJIM OT HEro, Kak
BOJa CKBO3b MaJjbllbl, a TOJ0OBAa HAYMHAJIA PACKAJIBIBATHCS OT
HEBBIHOCUMOM OOJTH.

— 3TO BCEro JIMIIb KOIMMap, AXEPOH... BCETO JIUIIb OOBIIHBIN



KOIIIMap.
Buns ucnyr u crpaganus ceiHa, CuiibBa MOIJIA JIMIIb BHOBb
KPEIKO ero OOHSATh, TaK U MPOJIOIKasl CUJETh C HUM B TeUEHUE
HECKOJIbKMX MUHYT, O0SICh 1aXke OTITYCTHUTb.
— Jla, Bcero Jimiiip Kommap...

Criyctsi HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsl, y3HaB O CAMOYYBCTBUH CBOETO Chl-
Ha U3 MKCbMa, JOCTABJIEHHOrO BOpPOHOM, lemuan Anerell TyT
e B3SUI CaMyio OBICTPYIO JIOMIA/Ib U He3aMeJTUTETbHO TIOMYaJl-
cs1 00paTHO B CBOE POJIOBOE MOMECThe. MHOTMe Jachl y Hero 3a-
HsUJT TAJIONIOM TYTh OOpaTHO, B TeYeHHE KOTOPBIX eMy Jake He
pa3 MpUIIJIOCh CMEHUTD CBOIO JIOIIA/Ib, KOIZIA Ta YK€ BaJINJIACh
OT YCTaJIOCTH U U3HEMOXKEHUS.

Jlo HelaBHUX MOP OH HAXOAWJICS Ha CAMOM I0KHOM T'paHUIIe
nepel TYMaHHbIMU TOJIOCTSIMU, OXPaHsisl IOPYYEHHYIO eMy Tep-
putopuio. Ero ycranoe ot goirov moe3jku JUIo TeM He MeHee
BBIPAXaJIO TBEPIOCTb BOJIM U AyXa, a M€Y, JIeKAIMKA B HOKHAX
Ha TosiCe, BBIVISAE] IMOYEPHEBIIUM OT KpoBH. Ero jmiio Obu1o
MOKPBITO JIETKOU IETUHOM, KOTOPasi TeM HE MEHee He CKpbIBaJia
NOJTyYeHHbIe UM B OO0 MHOTOYHMCIIEHHBIE Ipambl. Bomockl, Ta-
KHe X YepHble KaKk BOPOHOE KPbLJIO ObUIM OOBSI3aHBI HUTHIO U
€/1Ba KacaJluCh IJieY, a JIOCTIeXH, B KOTOPbIE OH ObUI OJIET, ObLIN
UcIIapanaHbl KJIMHKAaMH ¥ KOTTSMU, JOKa3bIBas He OIHY OUTBY,
MPOKICHHYIO CBOMM O0JIa/IaTesIeM.

HeckobKko c1yr B 3TOT MOMEHT YK€ CTOIIUIOCh Y BOPOT IT0-



MeCTbs1, 1a0bl K TPUOBITHIO JleMuaHa momModb eMy CHATh C ceOst
JOCTIEXH U B CBOIO OUepe/ib ObITh TOTOBBIMU K JTIOOBIM BO3MOXK-
HBIM yKa3aHUsIM. Y3HaB, YTO HUKAKUX MPOOJIEM B JAHHBIA MO-
MEHT C CBIHOM HeT, JleMHraH MOT TOJIbKO HECTIEIITHO YMBbIThCS, Tie-
PEONEeThCs U yKe TIOCIie HalPaBUThCS B OOIIUI 3aJ1, T1e K TOMY
MOMEHTY HaXOJIUJIACh yKEe BCS CEMBbSI.

CwbBa ceriyac OblIa OfIeTa B CUHEE TUIaThe, TAKOE JKe PKOoe
U SICHOE, KaK U ee ronyosle rmas3a. Ee qyimHHbIe, CBET/IbIe BOJIOCH
CTPYWIMCh BHM3 IO TUIEYaM, TOTJa KaK MpU BUJIE MYyXka ee JIH-
110 O3apuiia OCJIeTIUTe IbHAS YIIBIOKA, TeM He MeHee OMpayeHHast
HeJlaBHUMU coObIThsAMU. Eil ObU10 yke 36 JeT, oqHako KpacoTta
ee ObUIa B CAaMOM pacIIBeTe.

Awmemmg n Kamennda cuaenn Henajieko, HECIIENTHO Hacaaxaa-
sick necepramu. OHU ObUTM OTUBHSAIIKAMY M BHEITHOCTBIO TTOJI-
HOCTBIO TOIIUIA B MaTh, OTYETO UMEJI TaKHUE JKe CBETJIbIe BOJIO-
Chl M TOTyOBle I71a3a. B 1aHHBII MOMEHT OHM Ka3aJIuCh TAKUMU
xe 6e33a00THBIMU, KaK IUIbIBYIIee B HeOe oOmauko. Kazaocs,
npowu3olesnee ¢ 6paToM UX HA Karuid He 3a00THIIO, Y eCITv Obl
HE YBa)KeHHE, KOTOPOE OHM BBIHY K ICHBI ObLIIM OKa3aTh MPHUEXaB-
IIeMy OTITy UX Obl He ObLJIO U 37€Ch.

AXEpoH ke B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIBKO YCTaJIO CHJETh BO3JIE
MaTtepu, TOr/ia Kak YepHbIe MEIIKH TOJI €T0 I71a3aMU U JIOMSIIIee-
Cs1 OT YCTAJIOCTH TEJIO ¥ TaK TOBOPUJIO OoJjiee ueM 000 BceM. Xo-
Ts1 OH U MOT' OCTaTbhCsl JIeKaTh B KPOBATH, HO TEM HE MEHee caM
pEelI BCTPETUTh OTIIA, KOTOPOTo He ObUIO B IIOMECThE yKe JI0-
BOJIBHO J10J1T0. M3-3a OAKOHTPOJILHOM €EMY TEPPUTOPUHU HA 10Te



TOT MPUXOIWJI JOMOW OYEeHb PEIKO, a KOrJa MPUXOIUI BCe Bpe-
Ms1 paboTal, TOCyIe Yero JUIIb BHOBb ye3Kall.

JlemuaH sxe, 3aii/isl B KOMHATy B CBOIO 04Yepeb HeMeJisl 00-
HsLJT )KeHY U JIeTel, TIOCJie Yero YCEeBIIMCh IPUHSIICS pacCIipaliy-
BaTh O MPOUW3OIIE/IIEM, MOMYTHO C STUM HAOMBAsl KUBOT yxke
MOJIAHHOU CJIyTaMM €10M. AXEpOH COBCEM HUYETO HE IMOMHWII,
M03TOMY B OCHOBHOM roBopuia jiuiib CuiibBa.

— 1 3ana B 6MOMMOTEKY, a AXepOH B 3TOT MOMEHT JIeKall
Ha TIOJTy, BeCh XOJIONHBIN U Onenbiid. 1 Hayanma ero OyauTh, HO
OH COBCEM He OTKJIMKaicA. Sl yxxe mogymana, 4ro OH... OH... —
[Tponomxkas Tskeno ropoputh, CusibBa Ha jiesie eBa CAepKUBa-
JIa cNe3bl, TO M JeJI0 3alMHAsCh Ha KakJIOM clioBe, oTyero [le-
MUaH MOT JIMIIIb TIPEPBaTh €€, JTJACKOBO OOHMMAsI U HE 3aCTaBJIsIs
IPOJOIKATH.

Hctopus u Tak Obla MOHATHA, Beb AXEPOH C CaMOT0 POXK-
JeHUs CTpaJall OT YHUKaJIBLHOUM B cBoeM pojie 6one3Hu. Ero teno
¥ OpraHbl ObUTH KpaiiHe CIa0BIMU U C KaXKbIM TOJJIOM €r0 UMMY-
HHTET KO BCEMY JIMIIIb MPOAOIIKAI yXyamaTbesi. CKOIBKO OBl OH
u CriibBa He MBITAIHMCh BHUIEUUTh €r0 WM HAlTU UCTOK Ooles-
HU, Bce ObLIO BITyCTYI0. HecKombKO JTydInx jgeKkapeii B KoposieB-
CTBe 00CJIe[IOBAJIM €0, HO JIa)Ke OHM HUKOT/IA HE BUACTH HUUYETO
noxoxero. CIycTst HECKOJIBKO JIeT 3Ta 00J1e3Hb Nomydnia opu-
MaJIbHOE Ha3BaHUe — YBsilaHWe OECCUIIbHOIO, TOrjJa Kak cam
AXepoH eIMHCTBEHHBIN, 3a00JIeBINNI €10. YHUKAIbHBINA CITydai
BO BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE U JIaXe 3a ero npeaenamu. MHoOrue jiekapu
IPOrHO3UPOBAJIM EMY CMEPTh ellle Jake IO COBEPIIEHHOIETH S,



Yero OH caM KOHEYHO K€ He 3HaJl, OIHAKO €ro POJUTEIN HUKO-
I1a HE CMENN OIMycKarh pyKd. Jlaxe oTew, 4To HaXOauscs B IO-
CTOSIHHBIX OMTBaX HMKOT/A He MPeKparial IOUCKU BO3MOXKHOTO
JieKapcTBa.

— 4 yxe BbI3BaJIa JieKapen NOpPOroi, OHM BCKOPE TOJKHbI
NPUITH U OcMOTpeTh AxepoHa. — OObsicHUB cuTyario, Cuiib-
Ba MOIJIA TOJIBKO KPATKO BBICKA3aThCsl, TOra Kak JleMuaH B CBOIO
ouepelb yKe NepeBel B3IVIsA]] Ha ChlHA, 3aBaJIMBasi €ro BOMPOCa-
MHU.

AXepoH e B 3TOT MOMEHT YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 HEMHOTO HEJIOB-
KO OT BCEro 3TOro BHUMAHUsI, OIHAKO OH MOHUMaJ OeCIOKOM-
CTBO pOAMTENIEN U paccKa3blBajl BCE KAK €CThb, CTAPAsSCh HUYETO
HE CKpbIBaTh, KPOME pa3Be UTO MOJIOTO MOCTYIKa CBOUX CECTEP.
Bce ke pyranp 310 mociegHee, 4To OH XOTeJl cerdac BUACTh U
CJIBIIIIATb.

3a HecnelHbIM pa3roBOPOM HE3aMETHO IPOIILIO OKOJIO MOIY-
Jaca ¥ B IOMECTbe yXke MPUOBbLIO HECKOJIBKO BBI3BAHHBIX paHee
CurbBoM JIeKapey, Torga Kak CIyryd He3aMeIJIMTEIbHO HallpaBu-
JIUCh UX BCTPEYaTh, 1a0bl MPOBOIUTH BHYTPb.

— Mawm, namn Mo:xHO MBI yitiem? Bee paBHO k€ Mbl HE HYKHBI
3necb. — YyTh 11 He 3eBasi OT cKyku, AMenusi ¢ Kamenueii mor-
JIM TOJIBKO KATOOHO OPOCUTH B3IJISIAbI HA POAMTENICH, HE Keast
OCTaBaThCS B 3TOM CKyYHOM MECTE U MUHYThI OOJIbIIIE.

CubBa e B 3TOT MOMEHT MOIJIA TOJIbKO HEJJOBOJIHO B3IJIS-
HYTb Ha JJouepel, BUjisi UX 0e3y4acTHOe K OpaTy OTHOIIIEHHE, O1-
HAKO JaXe Mpek/ie, YeM OHa ycresa 4To-1mdo cKa3arh, [lemuan



y&Ke J1aJl UM CBOE pa3pellieHue, gaxe He oOparas BHUMaHHS Ha
XMYPO€ BbIpa)KEHHUE JIUIIA KEHbI.

— WpuTe, HO BBl IOJDKHBI BIIPEb BHUMATEBHO CIIEIUTD 32
cBouM Opatom. Bbl ke 3HaeTe, 4To y Hero cepbe3Hble MPOOIEeMbl
CO 3JIOPOBBEM.

KuBas Ha kaxnaoe cioBo orua, Amenus ¢ Kamenuen yxe B
clieflylolliee MrHOBEHUE BbIO€KaJld U3 TOCTUHOW, CJIOBHO JIMIII-
HsIsl CEKYH/Ia ITPOBe/IeHHasI 3/1ech Oblla /11 HUX HEBBIHOCHMA.

— Hy na, OyayT BHUMATEJIbHO CJEUThH 32 MHOW M3 TEMHOTHI,
9TOOBI HAIYTaTh... MpoTHBHBIE. — Habmonas 3a cectpamu Axe-
POH MOT JIMIIIb YCMEXHYThCS.

XOTs1 OH He IOMHWJI HUYero MOcJie TOro, Kak JI0BOJIHO CTPaH-
HO 3aCHYJI, OJHAKO BOCIIOMUHAHUSI O TOM, KaK €ro COOCTBEHHbIE
CEeCTpPbI HAITYTaJIA €r0 1 OpOCaJI U3/IEBKU ObUIA TAKUMU JKe CBE-
’KMMH, KaK TOJIBKO YTO BBITAIICHHBIH 13 nieun xyied. [lomooHoe
ObLIO HE BIIEPBOI MIO3TOMY OH MOT UCTIBITHIBATH K HUM JIMIIIb JIeT-
KYI0 HENPUS3Hb. B OTIMUMY OT HUX cTapmmii OpaT ObLT HA000-
POT 0YeHb 3a00TIMBBIM U JTIOOSIIINM.

— ITamn, a Mapkyc ocracs Ha 1ore? — B3nIsHyB Ha OTHA U
BCIIOMHMB CBOETO cTapiiero 6para AXepoH He MOT HU CIIPOCUTbD,
HEMHOTO COXaJiesl, YTO TOT OUEBUIHO HE CMOT MPUOBITh BMECTe
C HUM.

— BepHo. MHe npunuiock NOKMHYTh CBOM IIOCT, [I03TOMY Mé-
Hsl B JIIOOOM ciiy4ae *kJeT (popMasbHbII BHITOBOP OT BUKOHTA,
HO OCTaBIIIMCh TaM, MapKyc 1o KpallHel Mepe MPUCMOTPUT OT
Moero uMenu. Tol Obl BUEN, KaK OH PBAaJICA CIOfIa, YTOOBI MPO-



BepuTth Te0s1. [Toutn mecra cebe He Haxoau. $1 ¢ Tpynom yoenun
ero ocrarbcsl. — Crerka norpenas AxepoHa no rojiose, JlemMuan
CJICJIOM yKe TTOBEPHYJICSI B CTOPOHY JIBEpel B 3aJl, Kyjia OyKBaJIb-
HO TOJILKO YTO BOIIUIM HECKOJIbKO MYKUHMH U JKEHIIMH, OJIEThIX B
OeJible XaJaThl.

[Mocrne cioB oTIia AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO TIOYYBCTBOBATH TETLIIO
B rpyau. Ero Opar peficTBuTebHO Beeryia OblT CaMbIM YTO HU
Ha ecTb 00paslioM 1Jis noapaxanusi. OH HUKOI/Ia He 3aBUIO0BAI
€My, HaoO0OPOT, JIMIIIb BocxuIascs um. Ero craprmii Opat yem-
TO OBLJT IIOXOX HA TePOEB, O KOTOPHIX OH CaM JIIOOUT ITOCTOSTHHO
ynrtarh. He Takoi BeMKuiA, HO 6€3 COMHEHMS TAaKOW Ke Ha/Iexk-
HBIN.

— MBI gymanu Bbl 10 cuX 1op Ha tore, OapoH lemuan. [{ns
HAC YeCTh OBITh TOCTSIMU B BAIlleM TIOMECThE M ObITh BCTPEUCH-
HBIMM B TIOMECThe JIMYHO Bamu. Oropuaet JIMIIb TPUIMHA STOTO.
— JloroBopuB, 1BO€ MYKYHMH U KEHIIUH TYT k€ TMOKJIOHUJIUChH
Hemuany, a nociie 1 CuiibBe ¢ AXEPOHOM.

Bce oHn HOCMM Gejble XasaThl, a HA UX TPYAU HAXOIVIIUChH
HeOoJIbIe OPOH30BbIE KETOHBL. BCsi 3Ta yeTBepKa MpHHAjIIe-
’Kaja K HU3IIeMY TyXOBEHCTBY M HAXOIUJIACh B UEPAPXUU HIKE,
MO3TOMY MX OTHOIIIEHHE K OapoHY ObLJIO 0CO0O0 MOUTUTEIBHBIM,
a JISVCTBHS COOMIONATM BCE TIPABUIIa M HOPMBI STHKETA.

YcapimaB jekapei, Jlemuad Mor TOJNBKO C1eTKa KUBHYTh KakK-
JOMY TPUCYTCTBYIOIIIEMY B OTBET, CJIEIOM YK€ OINHUCHIBAsl BO
BCEX MOIPOOHOCTSIX YTO MMEHHO MPOU3OIILIO, B TO BpeMsl Kak
OHH yXe TO U JIeJIO YTO-TO YE€PKATU B CBOMX 3aITMCHBIX KHIKKAX.



CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OOTOBOPUB U TOJNTYYHB KUBOK OT XO-
351MHA [TOMECTbS1, OHU TYT XK€ MOAOLLIN K AXEPOHY.

— Baiia MHAJIOCTb, HaM HYKHO OCMOTPETb Bac, U MOKalyicTa
Oy/pTe Tak J0OpPBI OTBETUTh HA BCE HAIIM BOMPOCHI, Kacaroliye-
Cs1 BalIero 3/10poBbs. B TOM unciie BO3MOKHBIM IPUYMHAM, CBS-
3aHHBIM C €70 U3MEHEHHEM.

VYcnblaB cepbe3Hble CI0Ba MYKYMHBI, AXEpPOH MOTI TOJIBKO
HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO M JIa)K€ UCIYTAHHO KHUBHYTb, IOCJIE YETO Jie-
Kapy HayaJli BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTpUBATh KaK/Abli II0MM €ro Te-
JIa, TO M JIeJIO 3a/1aBasi pa3jIMyHble BOIPOCHI M IPOBOJS TECTHI.
CusbBa K 3TOMY MOMEHTY YK€ BbIIUIA B APYTYI0 KOMHATy, MO-
TOMY 3/I€Ch OCTAJIUCh JIMIIb JIEKapu U caM Jlemuan.

CrycTst OKOJIO Yaca Bce BOTPOCH ObLIH 3a/1aHbl, & caM AXepOH
TILATEJIBHO OCMOTPEH. OH XOTEN CKPBITh TO, YTO CECTPBI HAITy-
rajiy ero, Ho OH ObUI MOJIOZ M HE XUTEP, MO TSKEJIbIM B3[JIs1I0M
JIeKapeu 1 oTLa, eEMy IPUIIIIOCh PacCKa3aTh, YTO MPOU3OILIO BO
BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSIX, OT Yero K KOHILy pacckasa Juuo JlemuaHa
yXe ObUTO KPacHbIM OT SIPOCTH.

— Bapon JlemuaH, OTBeT, Ka3aJ0Ch Halles caM cedsl, He HyxX-
HO CJIMIIKOM MHOIO AyMaTb, YTOOBI MOHSATh NPUUYMHY IPOU30-
meqmero. Oprann3sm AxepoHa M3HAYaJIbHO KpailHe MCTOIIECH-
HBI U HYKJAeTCA B NIOCTOSSHHOM yxofe U otapixe. [Ipomry Bac
3aMETHUTb, UTO CTPECC IMPOCTO HEMO3BOJIUTENIEH U BO3MYTHUTEIEH,
TOrja Kak Mmyratb peOeHKa ¢ TAKMMU MOPOKaMH, KaK y Hero siB-
asieTcst abcypaoM, KOTOPIA MOKET MPUBECTH JIaXe K JIETaJIbHO-
My MCXOMy. DTO MPOCTO YyJO, YTO OH OYHYJICH, a MOCJIEICTBUA



He 1anu o cebe 3HaTh. Bam HYKHO IPUHATH MEPHI B OTHOIIIEHUN
JIBYX yBakaeMbIX Jieqid. — [TOHSB MPUUYUHY TPOU3OIIE X a0-
CYPIHBIX COOBITHH, JIEKApX MOTIJIM TOJIBKO TpeIlaTh HanepeOou,
Y JIUIIIb BBITOBOPUBIIIMCH OHW CMOTJI HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUThCS. —
Hacder nekapctB, TO moxainyicra MpUMHUTE TO U IYCTh €0 MU-
JIOCTb COOJIIOAET BCE B TOYHOCTU HAMMCAHHOTO.

3aKOHYMB TOBOPUTDH, OJIMH U3 JIEKAPEU CIEIOM YXKe A0CTal
HECKOJIbKO MCITUCAHHBIX JIICTOB W BPYYUJI UX MPSIMUKOM B py-
KU JPOXKAIIeMy OT SIpOCTU OAPOHY, HACTOWYMBO OOBSICHSS pe-
KOMEH/IalIH.

Tem He mMeHee cam [lemmuaH cefiyac MOT JIMIIb MTPOAOIKATH
UCTIBITHIBATh BCe OOJiee CUIIbHBIN THEB, UTO pa3ropajcs B HEM C
Ka’KIbIM MTHOBEHHEM Bce criibHee. OH Obl HUKOT/IA He TToAyMaJl,
9TO €ro J0Yepr MOTYT TaK MOCTYIHTh, Bpeast OpaTy M 1mo3opsi
€ro, a BeJlb OH He eAVMHOXK bl HAIIOMHUHAJI UM, C Kakoi 3a00Ton
OHH JIOJKHBI OTHOCUTBCS K AXepoHy. Yero yx TaM... OyKBaJIbHO
TOJIBKO YTO OH BHOBb 00 9TOM rOBOPUJI, U OHU COTJIACHO KMBAJIA
Ha ero cJoBa.

— bnarogapio Bac Bcex 3a MOMOIIb, HO OOIOCh ceiiuac MHe
HYXXKHO 3aHAThCSA Aeamu. CIyry MPOBOAST Bac U B ClIydae 4ero
YIOBJIETBOPAT Ballly MPOChObI. — B3sIB JIMCTOK M KUBHYB JieKa-
pSIM Ha TIpolanvie, JleMuaH ciejoM TYT e HAIpaBUICS B KOM-
HaTy, rjae cenyac Haxoauiaach CuibBa.

Jlekapu e B CBOIO ouepe/ib He COOMPATUCh OOJIbIIIE OCTABATh-
sl 3/1€Ch, TIO3TOMY YTOUYHUB HEKOTOPbIE BOIPOCHI CO CIIyraMu
OHU CJIE/IOM YXe HallpaBUJIMCh OOPAaTHO K KapeTe, OKUatonien



YX CHApYXU [TIOMECTbS.



I'masa 5. IlomecThe
AJjereeB. HacTtp 2.

Ceituac moxozka [lemuana Opuia TBEpIOH ¥ YBEPEHHOM, KaK U
BCer/a, TOrja Kak JIMIIb CKaThle KYJIaKy MOKa3blBaIN €ro HaCTO-
SIIUE YYBCTBA, KAK U APOCTh, CAEPKUBAEMYIO UM. AXEPOH Ke
B CBOIO OYEPE/Ib JIMILIb MEJJIEHHO 1LIEJ BCJIEH, 32 OTLIOM C ITOHUK-
IIei TOOBOM, CJIOBHO OBl yXke IpeaBelast OyayIye ceMeiHble
po0IeMBbl, KOTOPbIE OH COBCEM HE *keJajl BUAETb.

B 10T MOMEHT B Apyroi komHare CuiibBa MOIJIa TOJIBKO I1a-
HUYECKHU XOIUTb U3 OIHOI'O yIJIa B IPYTOM, B TO BpeMs Kak OfHa
U3 CJTy’KaHOK MbITAJIACh BCYECKU €€ YCIIOKOUTB, Mpejiiaras npu-
CECTh U BBIIUTH TOJBKO YTO MPUTOTOBJIEHHOIO TPABSHOIO Yasl.
OnHako OHa JIMIIb NTPOOJIKAJIA XOAUTh Tyla-CIoa, a €€ MOXO/I-
Ka ObUIa y)KaCHO HEPBHOM, Belb MEPEKUBAHUSA O JUArHO3E ChI-
Ha TOMPOCTY HE JaBayiv ey Nmokosi. Enea yBuaeB, kak [lemuan
¥ AXepoH BOILIM B KOMHATYy OHa TYT K€ HalpaBUJIAach K HUM,
a 3aMEeTHB CKaTble KyJIaKu Mya 3a0eClOKOMJIACH ellle CHIIbHEe
IIPEKHETO.

— Hoporowu, uro cinyywiock? Yro ckazamm nekapu? C Axe-
poHoM Bce OyaeT xopomo? — OOHSB ChIHA U JIETOHBKO TOIJIa-
’KuBas ero no ronose CuibBa Bce HUKAK HE MOIJIa pacciaOuTh-
cs1, HAUMHAs 33/1aBaTh BOIPOCHI HANepeOol.

[ Ha TOHUKIITYIO OT OECIIOKOMCTBA KeHy, [lemuaH cierka



YCTIOKOWMJICS, ¥ YTOOBI HE MyTaTh e ellle CUIIbHee, Pl 0ObsIC-
HUTb BCE TUXO U CITIOKOMHO. OH TYT k€ Mojai 3HaK PyKOu, U BCE
CJIyTH CJIEIOM YK€ HEMEJIEHHO YIAJTUINCh U3 KOMHATbI, 3aKPbl-
Basi 3a cOOOM J1BEpb C 0OPATHON CTOPOHBDI.

— 3ITO BCE JEBOYKH, OHU HANyraJId AXepOHa IMOKa OH YUATaJ
B 3TOU TpeKJIiATON OMOMMoTeku. Jlekapu cka3aiu u3-3a 3Toro y
HEro MpPOM3OIIUIN KaKue-To cOOM B CEp/lle WM YTO-TO MOJA00-
HOE, OTYEro CIy4ywics napajuy. — JlemuaH neitancs roBOpuTh
CIOKOWHO, HO HAaTypa BOMHA JaBajia 0 ceOe 3HaTh, OTYETO €ro
rOJIOC HEMPOMU3BOJIBHO MOBBIIIAJICSA. — {1 e BeJies JaBHO 3arie-
peTh OMOIMOTEKY, AXEPOH, UTO ThI OIAThH TaM JieJiai?

— AXepOoH, Hy 3a4€M Thl CHOBA CTAIIWJI KJII0Y Y MoIen Tyaa?
— Heroayomie npomenTas, CrjbBa JMIIb B3I0XHY/A OT yCTa-
JIOCTH, TOAJCPKUBAsS MYXKa, Belb AXEPOH YK€ HE BIEPBBIC JIe-
JIaeT 3TO, BbI3bIBASI TEM CAMbBIM Y HEE CaMYI0 HACTOSIIIIYIO FOJIOB-
Hyl0 6071b. — U 310 npaBna? Kamenus u Amenust JeicTBUTEb-
HO Hamyrajm Teos ?

3anaB Borpoc, CwiibBa B 9TOT MOMEHT He MOIJIa He ObITh
HEMHOTO cKentuveckoi. OHa 3HaJla, YTO JEBOYKH BEIyT ceOst
Nopol 6eccoBECTHO, HO OHA C MY>KeM He pa3 TOBOPUJIM UM O CO-
CTOSTHUM AXepOHa, CTPOro HACTPOTO 3arperias UM Kak-11u0o0 HaJl
HUM IIIyTUTb.

— Ilpoknsitue, CuiibBa, 4TO MPaB/a, a YTO HET yXke BhISICHE-
HO!

He caepxaB sipocth, [leMuaH TYT ke yAapuil pyKou IO CTO-
ay, ot yero CwibBa cpasy ke 3aMoiyasia, a AXEpOH elle axe



HE YCIIEBILMI KMBHYTh Ha CJIOBA MAaTepH, Clerka JEpHYJCS OT
HEOXKHUJAHHOCTH.

— Ilpocrure... He 3HaW0, 4TO HAa MeHs Hanulo. — [loHsB,
41O nepedopun, JeMuan Mor Juib TPOKJIMHATH B IyIlIE CBOIO
HECIEPKaHHOCTb, MIEPEBOASA B3IVIA] HA ABEPb KOMHATHL. — AB-
I'yCTO, Cedvac e NMPUBEIN CIofla AEBOYEK U Kak TaMm ee... JIynsy
ITYy.

EnBa JlemMraH HErpOMKO KpPUKHYJI, KaK YK€ B CJI€AYIOIIANA MUT
B KOMHATy TYT € BOILEJ JIBOPELIKUI TOMECTbSI, ONETHIN B UM-
CTBIM YEPHBIY KOCTIOM. Ero ceppe3Hoe MO U INIaAKUE YCbI, CIIeT-
Ka CTapWIX €ro, OTYETO OH BBINIA/IE] HEMHOTMM B3pOCJIEe, YeEM
€CTb Ha CaMOM [IeJIE.

— Muopa, s ceityac ke no3oBy AByX muienu. — Hewmen-
JICHHO KMBHYB U HEMHOTO IIOJyMaB, ABIYCTO CJIEIOM YXke€ ITpO-
Josxui ropoputb. — Ha cuer JIyussl, T0 y Hac B IIOMECTbE Ta-
KOBOM HET, a Bbl, HABEPHOE, UMEJM B BUAy - Jlucy, ciyxaHky,
q1o ceauT 3a AxepoHoM. Celuac s U ee MO30BYy.

Ha cnoBa nBopenkoro JlemuaH Jidiib MaxHyJ1 pyKoH, a ABry-
CTO B CBOIO OYEpPEAb OTBECUB MACAJIBHBIN MOJIOH TYT K€ BBILIEI
00paTHO 3a JIBEpb, HAYaB pa3JaBaTh MPUKa3bl CIyraM.

CryCcTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT K JABEPU YK€ MOJOLUIA HEAOBOJIb-
Hble AMenus 1 Kamenns, yer BUJ BbI3bIBAJI JIMIIIb KpaillHee HEro-
JIOBaHUe, CIIOBHO MX OTBJIEKJIM OT BaskHeHen padoTsl. [71a3a xe
NPUCYTCTBYIOIIEH U CTOSILEN HeAaeko OT HuX Jluckl ObUIM Ha-
IIOJTHEHBI OJHUM TOJIBKO CIEPKUBAEMBIM CTPAXOM.

— Muwtopn. Musiein mpuObUIH, Kak u....



[Ipexae yeM ABrycToO Jake ycIien JOrOBOPUTH ABEPH BIAPYT
pacniaxHynace, a Kamenus ¢ AMenuen TyT ke BOIIUIA B KOMHA-
Ty, BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM TOKa3biBasi HEAOBOJILCTBO. He mponuio
Y MUra, Kak BCJe]] 32 HUMU OITyCTUB I'OJIOBY BOIIUIA U CITyKaHKa
Jluca, ¢ nmua KOTOpOM B 9TOT MOMEHT HE CXOJMJIa MacKa 3aTa-
€HHOIO CTpaxa.

— Ilana, Hy yTO OonATH? MBI ObUIM 3aHSATH BaXKHBIMU JIeJIa-
MH...

— A Hy 3amonkJa! Beimm u 3anum kak nmogooaet! Ceityac
xe! — IlepebuB Amenmio, [leMuan Mor Jmibs 3aKkpryarh Ha-
CTOJIBKO TPOMKO M PE3KO, YTO JIa’Ke YaWHBbIA CEPBU3, CTOSIIUU
HEINoajIeKy HEUCTOBO 3a3BEHEII.

EnBa ycnplliaB rpOMKHiIl KPUK OTLA, HEJOBOJILCTBO CPa3y ke
UCTIAPWJIOCH C JIWIIA JIBYX JIEBYIIIEK, 3aMeHsIsl COOON oOuy U 3a-
TaeHHbIN cTpax. OHU yke He MOMHWJIM, KOIJa MOCIEAHUN pa3
OH KpWYaJl Ha HUX, TIOTOMY JJIsl HUX 3TO ObLJIO KpaiiHe Herpu-
BBIYHO. TeM He MeHee OHU He TIOCMENH CKa3aTh YTo OO, JIUIIIb
MoOJT4a BBIXOIsI 0OpaTHO 3a JBepb. JIvca ke B OTIMYMU OT HUX
MIPU KPUKE TJ1aBbl CEMENCTBA MOAMPHITHY/IA OT CTpaxa v 4yTh JIU
He MepBO BbIOe:Kasia 3a 1BEPb.

— Musopa. Munenu u Jlvca npuObUIH, KaK BHL....

— Ilycts Bounyt! — OuepenHout Kpuk [lemuana B 3TOT MO-
MEHT MOT JIUIIIb BHOBb IIPEPBATh, KA3aJIOCh, OTPENETUPOBAHHYIO
peub ABOPELIKOT0, OJJHAKO E€r'0 JIMIO HE U3MEHUJIOCh HA Ha JJIOWM.

OTKpBIB 1BEPb, ABIYCTO TYT K€ IIPOMYCTUJ IEBYIIEK, MOCTe
9ero 3aKpbIB 3a COOOM JIBEpPh M Pa3[aB YKa3aHUsl CIIyraMm Beliell



UM PACXOIUTHCA U 3aHUMATbCA A€/ IaMU ITIOMECTbA, TOrJa Kak CaM
OCTaJICA CTOATH 3a IBCPLIO.

B stor momenT Amenus u Kamenusi MOIJIM TOJIBKO HETOyI0-
1€ BCTAaTh MMOCPEAN KOMHAThl, BHUMATEIBHO IJIs1I8 HAa OTLA, TO-
r1a KakK MX B3MJISIIbI JIUIh MHOT/IA MEJILKOM MpoOerau rno Axe-
pony. KoHeuHO, OHM MOHMMAJIA ITPEANONIAraeMyI0 IPUYUHY THE-
Ba OTIIA, IO3TOMY HE BBIPaXKaJld B OTHOIIEHUH MJIaJIIiero opara
KaKUX-JIM0O SMOLIMI HA JAaHHBIA MOMEHT.

— W kak Bce 101110 A0 3TOrO... eule 1 JIucy Ternepb HaKaxyT.
Hano ckazatsp oTIly, 4TO OHA 3/1€Ch HU IIPU YeM. — MpaydHoO pas-
MBIILISAS,, AXEPOH MOT TOJILKO HErofylolle MmokKavyars mpo ceos
r'OJIOBOIA.

Jluca Obuta eAMHCTBEHHON KTO ObLT HeOe3pasivyveH eMy W3
9TOU TPOUIIBI B TAHHOM CUTYallMU. XOTsI CECTEP OH TOXE JIIOOWI,
HO pa3 yXe BCe BBISICHUIIOCh, TO HAKa3aHWe JIJIsl HUX SIBHO He Oy-
JeT JUIIHUM. MOXeT XOTb TOrJJa OHU HAaKOHEI] IEPECTAHYT Bpe-
JUTh emy?

Oo0s3aHHOCTAMU ke JIUCHI OBLTIO CIeUTD 32 HUM, TTI0O3TOMY OH
ObLIT yBEepEH, UTO y Hee HalIeTCsl IPUYKHA B TOT pa3, a TaM yxke
Y OH CaM 3aMOJIBUT 32 HEE CJIOBO MEPE]] OTLIOM.

— Haunewm c te6s1. — MaxHyB pyko#t B ctopony Jluchl, [le-
MMAH TYT ke MPOAoJKUI. — TBOsA 3a/1a4a CIEAUTh 32 MOUM Chbl-
HOM, TaK ITOYE€MY OH HaXOIWJICS OIMH B 3aKPbITOM OMOTMOTEKH ?
I'me To1 ObUTA ¥ YTO THI Aetaa?



['ma3a JIucel ocye cJioB OapoHa CTaid HaIlOJTHEeHbI, Ka3aJioch,
erre OOJBIITNM WCITYTOM, Belb OHA MOHUMAJIA... JaXe HAlIs Ka-
Ky0-JTM0O MPUYMHY 3TO HE OTMEHHT ee MPOCTYIMKa, TOrja Kak
Haka3aHue B JIIOOOM ciTydae OyJeT OuaaTh ee.

— 4l-9 nuckana ero MMJIOCTh, HO TaK M HE CMOIJIa HaWTH.
A crpocmna... — OcTtaHOBHUBIIMCH Ha MrHOBeHMe Jluca morma
TOJILKO OPOCUTH BBIHYKACHHBIA KOPOTKMIA B3I HAa Kamenuio
1 AMenuio, mpoaoJikasi TOBOpUTh. — 1 cripocuiia y IByX Mujie-
I, 1 OHU CKa3aJiM, YTO €ro MUJIOCTb HaXOOUTCA B camy. Tam s
€ro M MCKaJia BCE TO BPEMSL...

BeicymiaB cioBa ciy:kaHKM IO caMoro KoHua, Jlemuan mor
TOJIbKO TIOJIHSIB OpPOBb OPOCHTH B3IJIsIT HA CBoMX Jodepeit. Oue-
BHMIHO, OH ITOHMMaJI, YTO UIMEHHO OHM OKa3aJIMCh BO BCEM ITOBSI-
3aHbl, Be/Ib MPOCTasl CIIy’)KaHKa He IMmocMesia Obl UTPaTh B MOI00-
HbIE UTPHI, TeM OoJjiee ¢ HUM. [lake yxke 3Hast OTBET, KOTOPbIA OH
MOJTyYHUT, OH BCE PAaBHO HE MOTI' HE CIIPOCHUTb:

— Awmenus, Kamenus, 3to npaBaa? Yurure, eciu coBpeTe,
TO BaM OyZeT ToJbKO xyxke. — CTporo mpousHecs, [lemuan Mor
TOJIBKO KE€CTKO MOCMOTPETh HA JI0YEPEN, BCEM CBOMM BUJIOM J1a-
Basl MIOHSATh, YTO UM JIy4llle TOBOPUTH MIPaBy U HE BPaTh.

Ilox Takum B3mIAnOM oTtia, Kamenusa, ka3ajnoch, HaA MUT 3a-
KoJie0asiach C OTBETOM, OJIHAKO AMeJIHsI B CBOIO OUYepe/b He Me/I-
JIWJIa U CEKYH]IbI, Cpa3y ke onposeprasi cjioBa JIUChI.

— 9710 JI0Xkb! — AMeJus ceryac MorJjia ToJIbKO BOCKJIMKHYTh
CJIOBHO B TIPaBEIHOM I'HEBe, Torja Kak Kamenus, nepecraB Ko-
7e0aThCs TYT Ke MOJXBAaTU/IA CJIOBA CECTPHL.



— BepHo, 3T0 JIKMBas NpUciIyra KJIeBeleT Ha Hac!

— Iama, onm BpyT! Jluca Obl He cTana JArath MpH TaKKUX 00-
crosTenbcTBax! OHU caMU BCe CIJIAHUPOBAJIN, M CKA3aJIU €1 IIPO
cafl, 4ToObl OHA HE CMOIJIa IOMeIlIaTh UM HaIyraTh MeHsl... KXa-
kxa! — VYciblmas cioBa cecrep U NOHSB, UTO ITOpa CKa3aTh XOTh
9TO-HUOYAb AXEPOH MOT TOJIBKO BMHUT COOpaTh BCIO CBOIO CMe-
JIOCTb U HA OJHOM JIbIXaHHE CKa3aJl BCE TAK, KAK CUYMTAJI [IPABUJIb-
HBIM, OTYETrO K KOHIY ITPEUIOKEHUS 1aXKe 3aKALUISICS.

Bce-taku ObUIO O4eBUIHO, YTO JIrica HE IMOCMEET HU C KEM
IpepeKaTbcs. XOpoulo yKe TO, YTO OHa pellnia cKa3aTh IIPaB-
1y, IO9TOMY OH pellul, 4To OoJjiee MOAXOASIIEro MOMEHTa 3a-
CTYNHUTHCS 32 Hee MPOCTO He Oy/ieT.

— AXepoH oTabIIIUCh, Bce xopomno. OTter pazdepercs cam,
MIO3TOMY JIy4dlle IPOCTO He Jie3b. — TyT ke mpuceB psAaoM ¢
cbiHOM, CHJIbBa MOIJIA TOJIBKO TOPOILIMBO HAJIUTh €MY TPaBsIHO-
IO 4asi, OJHOBPEMEHHO C YEM aKKYpaTHO IMOIJIa)KUBasl 10 CIHHE.
Bce e ceituac eMy CTpOro HaCTpOro 3arpeiagoch HEPBHUYATb.

KuBHYB Ha c/i0Ba Marepu W BBIIMB TPABSIHOIO 4asi, AXEpOH
TYT K€ MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOsi HEMHOTO JIyUllle ¥ YCIIOKOUJICS, TO-
Ija Kak CMOTps Ha npoucxogsuiee, Kamenusa u Amenus juiiib
BCE CUJIbHee HauMHAIM OecuThest. To, 4TO MX XOTSAT HaKas3aTh 3a
KaKylo-TO IJIyIyIO HIyTKY, & B 9TOT MOMEHT MX MJIAANINNA Opat
KYIaeTcsl B TEIJIE U JIACKE pa3paxa ux OoJiblIe BCEro Ha CBeTe.

— He ynuBHTENBHO, YTO ThI HA CTOPOHE STOU JIKMBOM 00CITY-
ru! Emte Ha3biBae» Hac cBonuM OparoM?! MoskeT OHa OKa3biBaeT
Tebe 0coOble YCIyTH, YTOOBI ThI TPUKPBIBAJ ee ook ? Crms-



Hsk! — He cnepxasiuch, AMenusi TYT K€ Havyasla BbITUIECKU-
BaTh OJHY I'PsI3b 3a APYroOM, MOJMBAs €10, KaK CIYXKaHKY, TaKk 1
Opara.

B stor MmomenT CusbBa Morjia JiMillb CTPOrO CMOTPETh Ha
JI0Yb, B TO BpeMs Kak [lemuaH Mor Jviib MmokayaTrh TOJIOBOM,
CJIOBHO OBbI COXaJiesl, YTO HEeIOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO BOCIIUTAI ee.

TeMm He MeHee He MPOIIUIO U MUTA, KaK YCTaB CITyIIaTh MOI00-
HbII (hapc OT I0HOM Jieau, JleMuaH yxke HeMeIeHHO MOAOoIIes
K AMmeluu, CJIeIoM BJIEIUISAS ei XJIECTKYIO MOLIEUrHY, OT yaapa
KOTOPOI OHA Jake CJIerKa OTIIATHYJIACh, a €€ I71a3a MTHOBEHHO
HAITOJIHUJIUCH IITIOKOM, OOUIOM, OOJIBIO M CIIE3aMU.

— Th1 Oyzerb caeauTh 3a CBOMMM CJIOBaMH, U HE TOJBKO B
MoeM TipucyTcTBun! $1 He MO3BOJTIO MO30PUTH MOUM YMH U TUTYJI
nooOHBIMK BhipaskeHusimu! He moka s kuB, Tede sicHo?!

ITocne cnoB otma, AMeans MOIJIa TOJILKO ¢ OOMION U Jaxke
SIPOCTHI0 TIOCMOTPETh Ha HEro, MpoAoJKasi JepkKaTbCs 3a TO-
KPAacCHEBIIYI0 ¥ OMyXxIyio meKky. OHa xorena 4Tto-HUOYIb CKa-
3aTh U BO3PA3WTh, OJHAKO JIOBOJILHO CHJIbHAsI OOJb 710 CUX TOP
KPEIKO Jiepxkalia ee poT Ha 3aMKe.

— Tebe sacHo wim nodaButh eme?! — Buasa Monyanue u
CIIEPKAHHYIO SIPOCThb B IIa3ax AovepH, Jdemuran Mor TOJIbKO TYT
K€ IIarHyTh BIIEPe]] ¥ BHOBb 3aMaXHYThCsl PYKOI, OTYErO sipOCTh
B I1a3ax AMeIUU MTHOBEHHO CMEHWJIACh CTPaXOM U TMOKOPHO-
CTBIO.

— Sl-s1cHo... sicHo MHe. — He caepxas ciie3 oOuabl, AMenust
TYT e 3aKMBaJia, BHyTPEHHE Cropasi OT OOUIbI U THEBA.



— Ecnm s emme pa3 ycibliny mogoOHOe WM YTO BBl U3EBa-
eTech HaJy OpaToM, TO BbI MokasieeTe. XOPOIIEHbKO 3alIOMHUTE
MOHU CJIOBa, a Terepb cBoOoAHb. — [loroBopus, [lemMuan mor
TOJIBKO YCTaJIO MaXHYTh PYKOM B CTOPOHY JIByX JI0UEPEU.

EnBa cioBa oTiia nmporpeMenu B ymiax AMeliu, Kak OHa TYT
e BbIOeXasia U3 KOMHATHI, TJT1a4a W peBs, Torga kak Kamenus,
UCITyTaHHO TIOMPOIIABIIMCH CO BCEMH YKe MoOekasa BCies 3a
CecTpoii, Oyayuu Ha jiese He MeHee OOMKEHHOM.

C camoro seTcTBa AMenusi OYTH Beeryia neperudana najky,
Torja kak Kamenus Bcerma Obuta Oojiee TOKJIAQJMCTOM, HO TeM
HE MeHee OHa BCe PaBHO HE OTIMYAIACh MYJPbIMU MOCTYITKAMU,
JIMILIb TIOCTOSIHHO KOIUPY$ CBOIO CECTPY.

— Ipoksatee... — [ ceiiuac Ha BHIOSTAIOIIUX U3 KOMHAT
Jodepeni, olHa U3 KOTOPBIX 3aIMBasiach cie3amu, lemMuaH mor
TOJIBKO YCTaJIO MPUCECTh Ha KPEecJio, MOTUpast MaablaMU BUCKH.

[Mopoii pa3dupaTbes ¢ AEThbMH Ka3alach €My CJIOKHEE YeM OT-
OUTH Ocaly JUKOTO 3BEPhbs. XOTs... MOXKET OH MPOCTO OKA3AJICS
wioxuM otiiom? Bee xke ero Bpemsi, MpoBeICHHOE C IEThbMU, ObI-
JIO JOBOJIbHO MaJIbIM.

— Tl Bce npaBMIIbHO cAAemall 4OPOroi, AMesus JaBHO 3aciy-
KUBaJla ypoKa. TO MOsl BUHA, UTO 51 HE YCJIeaua 3a HUMHU, OT-
9Yero OHM MOCMEITN TaKk 00paIaThCsi CO CBOUM OpPATOM.

CuitbBe ceituac ObUIO OYeHb OOMIHO U 3a cedsl, ¥ 3a JIouepen.
Vim ObL110 yKe MO YeThIpHAAIIATh JIET, HO OHU TaK U He TOHUMAJIH,
HACKOJIbKO cepbe3Ha mpodyiema ¢ ux 6paTtoM, CJIOBHO U HE XOTe-
7 ioHumartk. Eciii Obl MX Aepkayii B HEBeJIeHbe, Kak U AXepo-



Ha, OHa OBl eIlle MorJia MOHATh UX 0e3pacCyACTBO, OJHAKO OHU
BCe MpeKpacHo 3Hau. [1ycTs UM U He cKa3aiu NpsiMo, HO TeM He
MeHee Jaid JOCTaTOYHO MUINH JJIsl pa3MBIIIUICHUs U Ompejiese-
HUs TOTO, KaKKe TIOCTYIIKKM CTOUT COBEPIIIATh, a KAKUe HeT.

— AXepoH uu K cede U OT/IbIXal, Imepeaai STOT JIUCTOK AB-
T'yCTO, OH Jiajibllie caM pazoepercs. — [lepenaBasi TMCTOK CHIHY,
JleMuaH 3aMeTUsI, YTO TOT B CBOIO OYepe/ib TaK U MPOAOJIKAET
CHUJIETh, JIMIIIb METbKOM TIOIJISIABIBAS HA CTOSIIIYIO HEMOAAJIeKY
Jlucy.

B3noxHyB OT oyepeHoro [iena, HaBAIMBILIErocsi Ha Hero, OH
MOT TOJIBKO TIEPEeBECTH B3IJIS] HA OJUHOKO CTOSIIYIO CITYKaHKY,
YTO JIMIIb MTPOAOJIKAIA TUXO CTOATH C OMYIIEHHOW TOJIOBOM, He
CMesl HM BBIMTH, HU 3aTOBOPHTH C KEM-JIHOO.

— Jluca, o1 MOxews uaTu. Bripenp cieny 3a AXepoHOM Kak
ClieflyeT, Bellb B CJEIYIOIIUI pa3 Thl HE OT/EJIACIIILCS TaK JIETKO.
Bce ocranbHble TBOU Jiejla B TIOMECTbE OTHBIHE BO3bMET KTO-TO
Jpyroi, cooOIm 006 3ToM ABIyCTO.

VYcnpliaB ¢c10Ba I71aBbl IOMECThSI, KOTOPBIE 3BYYald CJIOBHO
KOPOJIEBCKOE TIOMUJIOBaHue, Jluca OyaTo Obl 3aHOBO POAMIIACH U
no0JIarogapuB HECKOJIBKO Pa3 TYT e yM4Yasach 3a IBEPb JOKH-
JaTbcst AXepoHa, KOTOPBIH TOIPOIIABIIUCH C POIUTEIISIMUA BCKO-
PE€ YK€ BBILIEJ CIEJOM 32 HEW.



I'naBa 6. 3aceinasi B pajgocTu, si
JIMIIb BHOBb BILKY kKommap. Yacrts 1.

AXEpOoH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIbKO HecTIelia BBITH 3a IBepb,
OCTaBJIsisA MaTh U OTIIA HaeJMHE U pelliasi B CBOI0 ouyepe/lb Kak
MO’HO CKOpee BEpPHYThCA B CBOIO KOMHaTYy. [Tocse yacoBoro 06-
CJIeZIOBaHUS JieKapeu, a CJIeJIOM U CEMEMHOM CCOpbl OH HE MOT
HU Y9yBCTBOBAaTh ceOs1 0c000 BRIMOTaBIMMCS. M 310, He roBOps
y’e O TOM, UTO CETOJHsI OH B MIPUHIIUIIE YYBCTBYET ceOsl 1aieKo
OT CJIOBa XOPOIIIO.

Jluca xe K 3TOMy MOMEHTY YK€ 3aKaHUYMBaJla IMOJy4yaTh Ka-
KHe-TO OObsSICHEHUsI OT TBOPEIIKOTO, Ha YbM CJIOBA OHA TO U Jie-
JIO KMBaJIa, a 3AMETUB BBILLIEAIIET0 AXepOHa U MOJIyYUB JIETKUNA
KMBOK OT ABI'YCTO, CJIEIOM YK€ TYT e MOJIOILIA K HEMY.

— Bama munocts. biarogapio, 4to 3acTynwimMch 3a MEHS
nepen jJopaoM lemuanom. — CKJIOHMBUIMCH MO IPSIMBIM YT-
JioM Tiepen; AxepoHoM, JIuca Morsa ToJbKO MCKpeHHe To0siaro-
JApUTb.

Ecm Ob1 He ero CJIOBA4, TO JaXC YYUTbIBAA, YTO 6ap0H BCC ITpEC-
KPaCHOI'o IIOHUMaJI HaKa3aHUEC BCC paBHO HE 3aCTaBUJIO Obl ceOs
K1aTb, KAK MUHHUMYM, yTOOBI OHA cCaMa 1 Apyrue CiIyru BIpeab



ObLUTM OO0JIee BHUMATENILHBI K 00s3aHHON UM padoTe.

— He 3a yro Jluca, Tl Beib BCE paBHO HE BUHOBATA... 51 10JI-
’KeH ObUI TaK MOCTYIUTD... TOro TpeboBasia yectb. — [lepena-
Basi ABI'yCTO OUEpeJHYIO0 TUITMYHYIO [TMCAHUHY JIEKapei, AXepoH
caM He MOH$LI, KaK BBICOKOIIAPHBIE CJIOBA YKE CJIETEIIH C €TO SA3bl-
Ka.

Tem He MeHee OH He CMeJl TOAaTh U BHJY, YTO €My CTaJlo
HEJIOBKO M CTBIAHO OT COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOB. OIHAKO Jaxe Tak,
MPOJIOIKasl ceyac UATU MO0 KOPUIOPY, OH MOT TOJIBKO CJIeTKa
CMYTHBIIIMCH ¥ TIOKPACHEB HEJIOBKO TOYecaTh CBOM HOC.

Panbliie OH HUKOT/1a HE TOBOPHJI ITOJIOOHBIX CJIOB, OTHAKO CEl-
Yyac OHM CJIOBHO CaMU CJIETEJIN C ero sA3bIKa. JIrce ObUIO HIECTHA-
J1ath JIeT, U OHa ObIa oflapeHa KaK KpacoToM, Tak U 04apoBa-
HUEM, OTYETO €€ IEeWCTBUSA BhI3BAIM B HEM HEOOBSICHUMOE CTEC-
HEHHE U HEJIOBKOCTb.

— Baina Mu1ocTh OTHBIHE 51 TOCTAPAIOCh OBITH IIOCTOSTHHO T10-
Omske K BaM, YTOOBI He MTPOU3OIIUIO U PYTUX HeCUYacTuil. Bl co-
Oupaerech IOWTH OTAOXHYTh? — [T/ Ha TO, KaK MOKPaCHeB-
IIMH, KaK TOMUI0p, AXEpOH cTecHseTcs, Jluca ensa oM cMoria
cliepaTh CMeX, TOKa3bIBasi TOJIbKO SIPKYIO YJIBIOKY.

Ilepen Tem Kak ee 4yTh HE HAKA3aJIM, OHA OYEHb OOSJIaCh M0-



BTOPHO HAPYIIUTh CBOM 00s13aHHOCTH. CITy4nch OTOOHOE BHOBb
1 OapoH SIBHO OyJeT KpaiiHe CypoB B €€ OTHOIIIEHUH, TeM Oosiee
TI0CJIe TOTO, KaK y Hee OCTajach JMIIb OfiHA 3200Ta B 9TOM I1O-
MeCThe.

— JI-na... 1 MOXelb IPOCTO HAa3bIBaThb MEHS AXEPOHOM, HY
3TO... Korjga mMbl HaeguHe. — OCTaHOBUBIIMCH, AXEPOH UCHO/I-
7100bs1 MOCMOTpe Ha JIucy u He 3amMevasi Kakor-TuO0 MTHOBEH-
HOW peaKIMM JEBYITKU MOT TOJIBKO 3alTaHUKOBATh, TYT ke Tapa-
TOpSI CBOM clieiyolue cjioBa. — Hy ecim Xouelb, KOHEYHO.

B stor momenT Jluca erie HECKOMBKO CEKYH/ CMOTpesia Ha
AxepoHa, Toclie 4ero He CAEPXKaBIIMCh TMPBICHYJIA CO CMeXy.
Buj, uepecuyp yk cepbe3HOro JIMIA JEBATHIETHETO MaJlbuuKa
BKYTIE C €r0 CJI0OBaMH, ObLT TPOCTO KpaiiHe ymoputeseH. OH Ha-
TIOMHWJI €/ CKa3KH O MPUHIAX U MPUHIIECCaX, KOTOpbIE el YnTa-
JIM B JIETCTBE, M TaM KaK pa3 ObLJIO YTO-TO TIOXOKEE.

AXepoH *ke, Bujisl ceiuac cMex JIMchl Ha ero cjioBa, MOr TOJIb-
KO OINENIUTbh HACTOJIbKO, YTO JIaKe IMOIIATHYJICS. 3a MocjenHee
MI'HOBEHHME OH Y€ MOXaJiell IECATKHU pa3, UTO Pellns CKa3aTh
YTO-TO MTOJOOHOE. .. IBAXK/IBL.

— Benur 4ECTh, Ha3bIBai AXCpOHOM.. . IPOKRJIATBHE KTO TOJIBKO
TAHYJI MEHA 3a A3bIK.



Cropas co cTeiga AXepoH He 3HaJl, 4TO U CKa3aTh, JaOBl He
CTaJIo elre Xyxe, Ho Oy1aro K 3ToMy MoMeHTy Jluca yxe mepecra-
Jla CMESIThCSI U CEPbE3HO MOCMOTPEJIA Ha HETO.

— Tlpoctute 3a 3TO Balia MIJIOCTb. XOPOIIIO, OTHBIHE ST OY-
Zly 3BaTh BaC MO UMEHHU... KOr1a Mbl HaeiuHe. — Kparko BbICKa-
3aBIIIKCh, JIMca MOIIa TONBKO CEphe3HO KMBHYTh, HA JEJIe eBa
crepxuBasi CMeX, TOra Kak caM AXEpOH MOT TOJIBKO MPOJOI-
JKUTh UITHU K CBOEU KOMHATE.

Tem He MeHee Jaxe YBUJIEB CIIOKOMHOE JUIO JIUCHI, Kak U
yCIIbIIIIAB €€ CJI0Ba AXEPOH MOI TOJBKO MPOAOJIKATh MPOKJIU-
HaThb ce0d 32 CBOU A3bIK. Bce-Taku OH IEMCTBUTENILHO CKa3aJl Ka-
KHe-TO HaJIMeHHbIe TITynocTr. CO CTOPOHBI 3TO HABEPHO OBUIO U
BIIPSIMb CMEIITHO.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO JOBOJIBHO JOJITUX MUHYT AXEPOH yXke Ha-
KOHeII 100paJcs 10 CBOEH KOMHATHI, HECTIIITHO 3aXO/IsI BHYTPb.
Ero npixanue K 3ToMy MOMEHTY yXke U3PSITHO COMIIOCH, a BCE Te-
JI0 JIOMHJIO OT CKOIMBILIEHCS YCTANOCTH M HamnpspkeHusi. OHO ¢
CaMoro pokJIeHUsT ObLIO yXKacHO CJIaObIM M HEMOITHBIMHU, ITPO-
JIOJKasi CTAHOBUTCSI TAKOBBIM M JTAJIbINE, C KAXABIM IPOW/ICH-
HbIM rofioM. OH J1ake He MOT 3aHUMAaThCsl TPEHUPOBKAMHU KaK €ro
OTell ¥ CTapimi Opat, Belb Jake HeOOJbIIoe HaNpsyKeHUe Ha
cepiIiie yKe MOIJIO BbI3BaTh OYEPEIHON MPUCTYIT UJIH TIPHIIAJIOK.



— Kak ke xasb, 4TO 51 He MOTY YIPaXHATHCS C MEYOM... —
C coxaneHreM IMOKavaB rojgoBoM, AXEpOH MOT TOJIBKO CJIEIOM
MOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0sl €lIe XykKe, YeM YKe eCTb.

Ero HacTpoeHue BMUT UCHOPTUIOCH, TIOITOMY 3aijisi B KOM-
HATy OH TYT Xe YJIercsl Ha CBOI0 KpOBaTh, COOMPAsCh HEMHOTO
OTAOXHYTh. Jluca ke, 3aiifis c1eoM CIIOKOMHO ycesach Ha CTYII,
JIMIIT, BHUMATEJILHO MOIJISIIbIBasl Ha HETO.

— T-1B1 Oynems cuzets 3aech? — OIIETOMIIEHHO MTPOOOp-
MOTaB, AXEpPOH MOT TOJbKO BHOBb TIOUYBCTBOBATh HEOBIBAITYIO
HEJIOBKOCTb.

Emy kazasioch cTpaHHbIM, 4TO JIuca Oyder Bcerma cCMOTpPETh
Ha Hero. B 0cOOEHHOCTH MOKa OH TBITAETCS 3aCHYTh... WIN yKe
crmuT. D10 OBUIO HE TOJBKO CIIETKA HENIOBKO, HO M cTpaHHO. K
ero yjauBJeHu1o, Jluca Moriia ToJIbKO HEOpPeKHO KUBHYTh Ha €ro
cJioBa.

— ABrycTO CKa3aj, 4ToObl OTHBIHE 51 HE OTXOAUJIA Tebs, T0-
TOMY J1a, 51 Oy/Iy CU/IETh 3/1€Ch, & TIOTOM, KOT/Ia 3/IeCh TIOCTABAT
ele OfHy KpoBaTh, TO U CMaTh.

Yem Oonpirie Jluca ceftuac mpogoskaia roBOpUTh, TEM CHUJTb-
Hee AXepOH 4yBCTBOBAJI HEJIOBKOCTD, B TO BpeMsI KaK Ha MOC/Ie/I-
HUX CJIOBaX €ro JIMIIO CTAJIO YK€ CBEKOJIbHO-KPACHBIM U TOPEso
CO CThIfA.

— C-cnartb 31ech? T-Thl HABEPHO YTO-TO MyTaelllb, T-Thl yBe-
peHa?

3aukasich, AXepOH MOT JIMIIh IPOTAPATOPUTh HACTOJIBKO Oec-



CBSA3HO, uTO JInca ensa M MOHsJIA, 4TO OH cKa3aj. OHa BHOBb
3aXMXMKaJla, OTUYEr0 OH TYT K€ PEIn OTBEPHYThCSl K CTEHE,
YKPBIBIIHUCH OJIESJIOM BILIOTH JIO TOJIOBBI.

— Jl-nagHO noToM pazdepemcsl... 1 HeMHoro nocruio. — He
JlaB BCTAaBUTb JIuce 1 c1oBO, AXEpOH CJIEIOM TYT K€ 3aKPbLI IJ1a-
3a, COOMpasich HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTBHCSI.

Tem He MeHee CIyCTs HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT, YCTaJIOCTh, K €ro
YAMBIIEHUIO, YK€ HayaJla CIIEIIHO OBJIaieBaTh UM. TulMHa Ka3a-
JIaCh TaKOM OJIaKEHHOM, a OCTOSIHHAS O0JIb B MBIIIIAX U KOCTIX
Havyasa orcrymnark. Cepjlie, 10 HeJaBHETO BpeMeHU OuBIiiee ¢
JIBOMHBIM YCUJTUEM HAuaJIo JIMIIIL MEPHO MOCTyKuBaTh. He ycren
OH J1a)K€ OMIOMHUTBCS, KaK [IAPCTBO CHOB, KA3aJI0Ch, BHOBD 3BAJI0
€ro, a rja3a BMUI HAJIUJIUCh CBUHLIOM, HE ejasi OTKPbIBAThCSI.
He nipoiiino, ka3anock 1 MrTHOBEHUsI, KaK OH YK€ THXO 3aCHYIL.

HaGmionagias ke Bce 310 BpeMs 3a AxepoHoM Jluca Bcko-
pe yKe ycIpllalia JIMIIb JIETKOE CONEHbE, OTYETO JaKe HEMHOIO
yIUBWIIACh, HO TEM HE MEHee He cTaja HU OyIuTh ero, HU Kak-
MO0 TIyMETb.

— OH u mpaBaa 3acHyl. — YOeauBIINCh, YTO AXEpoH
JEVCTBUTENIBHO 3acHyJ, Jluca morna ToJabKO aKKypaTHO B3SIThb
NEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS KHUTY CO CTOJA, CJIEIOM YXE€ HauuHas
HECTICIIHO YUTATh.

Ceityac AxepoHy Ka3ajaoch, YTO OH MEJICHHO TOHET, TOrja
KaK OIIyIIIEHUe HESICHOCTH ¥ a0CTPAKTHOCTH TIPOUCXOJISIIIIETO HEe
JaBajio eMy coOpatbesi ¢ MbICTsAMU. YepHoe, Kak HOYHOe HeOo



MOpe MEIJIEHHO, HO BEpHO 3aCachlBAJIO €r0 B CBOM IITyOWHBI,
¢s10BHO THHA. COJHIIE MPOJOIKAJIO OCBELIATh TOBEPXHOCTD Yep-
HOW BOJIBI, €/1BA JIM KOPOTKMMH JTyYMKAMU ITPOHUKAs CKBO3b €€
TOJILLY, OTPbIBKAMM JOXOZS IO €r0 JIMLA.

Yem riryOxe AXepoH OITyCKaJICs, TEM TeMHee CTAaHOBHJIOCh, a
CITYCTSI HECKOJIPKO MUHYT JIaXe MOCJIEHNAN JIyYMK COJTHIIA HAKO-
Hell [IepecTall I0CTaBaTh A0 €ro JIULA, [OTpyXKas ero B KpoMelll-
HYIO TEMHOTY. BeCKOHEUHBIN POCTOp MpaKa, Ka3aJoCh, OKYTbI-
BaJl BCE€ BOKPYT, HO OH CaM JIMIIb IPOJOJIKAJ OIyCKaThCs BCe
HUKE... B CaMble HEApa.

— 51 momxHO OBITH CIUTO... MHE HYXHO NPOCcHYThcsi! — Bme-
CTe C 3TOW TAaHWYECKOU MBICIIBIO, AXEPOH YK€ Haual KycaTb CBOU
ryObI 1 OUTH ce0s1 B TPy/Ib, HO BCe ObLIO OECTOJIKY, BE/Ib OH JIUIIIb
NIPOAOJIKAJT OMYCKaThCsl BCE HIKE, HE CIIOCOOHBIN JIake M3Me-
HUTb CBOE HaIPABJICHUE.

CkonbKo Obl AXepOH HU TOHYJI, BO3AYX TaK M HE 3aKaHYMBaJI-
Cs1 B €I'0 JIETKHMX, @ YYBCTBO OBLIO TAaKOE, CIOBHO €MY U HEe HYKHO
6onee apimarh. MOXeT... OH ¥ He TOHET BOBce?

Jlaxe crycTsi HECKOJIbKO YacoB JHA TakK U He ObUIO BUIIHO, U
JIMIIb TEMHOTA, C KaXJbIM [TPOIJJEHHBIM BITyOb METPOM CTaHO-
BWJIACh Ka3aJI0Ch TOJIBKO TeMHee. Kazanock, MOXET Ju y:xe MoJ-
Hasi YepHOTa CTaTh ele TeMHee? B 3ToM HeoObSICHUMOM YepHOM
MOpe OTBET ObUI JIUIIIb OUH — MOJKET.

AXEpOoH NpoAoJIKa MOTPykKaThCs, TOrIA Kak MOPOM, CKBO3b
OeCKpaiHIO TEMHOTY OH CJIOBHO ObI 3aMeyaJl HesICHbIE CHITY3THI,
nporUIbiBatoye MuMo. Hekotopbie 13 HUX ObUTH MaTeHbKUMU,



KaK ¥ OH caM, OJIHAKO JIPyTHe Ka3aJiCh HACTOIBLKO OOJBIITIMH,
9TO Mopakasin Booopaxerue. C KaXabM YBUICHHBIM CUITySTOM
yXKac HavyaJl MOAKPaAbIBATLCS K €r0 CEep/Ily Bce ONmKe.

— Y-uro 310?! — IMocMoTpeB B miyOuHY Oe3/aHbI, AXepoH
HayvaJl 3aMevyaTh KaKOW-TO KPYIJIbI 1 HESICHBIM KOHTYP, OJHAKO,
4yeM OOJIbIIe OH IPOAOJIKAIT OIYCKAThCsI, TEM CUIIbHEE ero cep-
1le HAYMHAJIO OUTHCS, CHaYasIa OT CTpaxa, a MOTOM M OT yKaca.

KoHTyp cTaHOBUMIICA BCe OTUET/IMBEE, TOr/IA KaK J1aXe OH caM
HE CMeJI OTPBIBATh OT HEro B3IVISA/IA, JIUIIb Kycasi TyObl 1O KpOBU
M Kenasi HaKOHeI[ TPOCHYThesl. OIHAKO, CTOMIIO TOJIBKO Oarpo-
BOU KPOBH C €r0 MCKYCaHHBIX I'yO TIPOCOYUTHCS B UEpPHOE MOpeE,
KaK BECb MHUP BMUT 33IpOXKaJjl, a B IIyOuHe Oe3/IHbl OrPOMHBII
KOHTYP HEUCTOBO JIEPHYJICS.

KpacHoe oko BMUT OTKPBUIOCH B CAMBIX HEJPax YEPHOTO MO-
psl, a ero pasmep ObUT MOUCTUHE HeBOOOpa3uM. CBeT, HCITyCcKa-
eMbIil UM, ObLT CIIOCOOEH OCBETUTh BCE MOpe, IpeBpaliasi ero
u3 yepHoro B anbiii! OH Kazajcs TakuM OMU3KUM, 9TO AXepoH
CJIOBHO MOT TIPOTSIHYTh PYKY M KOCHYTCS €r0, OJHAKO TOT ObLI
JIMIIb OECKOHEYHO JIaJIeK.

— IT0 ke MPOCTO... H-HEBO3MOXKHO... — [IloknpoBaHo mpo-
60pMOTaB, AXEPOH MOT' TOJILKO BMUT TIO4yBCTBOBATh HEBOOOpA-
3UMYIO BOJIHY HAKATHUBIIIKMX HA HETO SMOLIMH.

Cnyctsi MU Ja)ke €ro CMUpEHHe Tepell CHOM paccesioch,
Be/Ib CTPAaX U yKac OBJIaJie]1 UM TMOJHOCTHIO U 0e3B03BpaTHO. OH
HavaJl MBITaThCS CAENaTh XOTh YTO-HUOY/b, OTHAKO HE MOT Jaxe
CIIBUHYTHCSI HA JIOWM, MPOAOJIKAS JIMIIb CTPEMUTENILHO OITyC-



KaTbcsi BHU3. KpacHblii 171a3, Ka3asnock, He oOpariaji Ha Hero BHU-
MaHMs, OHAKO CIYCTsl MIHOBEHME, CJIOBHO YTO-TO MOYYBCTBO-
BaB OH BJIPYT' APOCTHO CY3WJICS. AJIble TPOXKUJIKY MOSBUIUCH 110
BCEMY IJ1a3y, TOIAA KaK BMECTO CIIOKOWCTBUS TOT CTaJl KCTOYATh
JIMIIb HEBUJIAHHOE JOCEJIE 3J10 U KECTOKOCTH !

Mope B 3TOT MOMEHT CJIOBHO BMHI 3a0ypJIJIO OT SIPOCTH
KPacHOro oka U AXEpOH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK OHO YK€ Hayajo
B3MpaTh UIMEHHO Ha Hero. J{MKo OomIAJeBIINCh B IOUCKAX CIiace-
HMS, OH HE CMOT C/IepkKaTh KpUKa yKaca, Beb YEPHOE MOpe, J10-
ceJie CKpPBITOE TEMHOTOM, ITOKA3aJ10 CBOW UCTUHHBIA U yKACHBIN
o0suK. BMecTo Bojibl ObLIH JIMIIIb OECKOHEYHbIE POM HACEKOMBIX,
CJIOBHO >KM>Ka Jiexkanye gpyr Ha apyre. Iloka gpemaiio oko, npe-
MaJIo ¥ MOp€, HO OLIYTHUB €r0 I'HEB... OCTABAJICS JIMIIIb YKac.

Bce mope 3a0ypimiio u 3arpemiano v b Torga AXepoH,
KPUYaBIIMI OT yKaca, OIIyTWI Ha cebe MUpUaIbl HACEKOMBIX,
no/Bylux no Hemy. Hacekomele, CIIOBHO BEYHOCTh CTPajalo-
I1IMe OT T0JI0/ja YCTPEMUIIMCH BO BCE €r0 OTBEPCTHSI, 3a0MPasiCh B
HO3/IPH, TJIA3HUIIBI, YIIIN M POT. AJICKast O0JIb HATIOIHIIIA BCE €0
TeJI0, & CaM OH JIMILb MOT KeJ1aTh cebe CMEPTH, MEJIEHHO Moe/a-
eMblii 3ak1BO. KpacHoe 0Ko JIMIb TpoAosiKalo HaOMoAaTh, UC-
TOYas 3J10, IOKa OT AXepoHa He OCTaJI0Ch HUYETO, AaXe KPYIH-
1Bl KPOBH, HO OCTaJIOCh JIMIIb AAJIEKO 9XO €r0 BU3IOB U BOILIEH,
YHOCHMBIX TEMHOTOH. ..

OTKpBIB 1712332, AXEpOH MOT TOJIKO O€3yMHO 3aKpHUYaTh, I1bl-
TasiCh pyKamu COPOCHTH C ceOsl TIONUYMINA HEBUIUMBIX HACEKO-



MBIX, HO TOJIbKO CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]T OH OCO3HAJI, UTO Jie-
KWT B KPOBATH, a BCE MPOU3OIIIE/IIIee MTHOBEHUSIMU Ha3a]] Obl-
JIO JIAIIb yKacHbIM KommMapoM. Crie3bl TYT ke MOTEKJIM U3 ero
J1a3, a JpOkb coTpsicalia BCe TeNo, Be[jb OOJb U yKac Ka3aliuch
TaKVUMH PEAJTbHBIMU, CJIOBHO IPOUCXOIWIN HASIBY.

— K-kommap... n-npocto kommap... — Tuxo mporenras,
AXEepOoH MOT TOJILKO MPOAOJIKATh MBITATHCS Oe3yCIelHO n00o-
POTb APOXKb BO BCEM TeJIe.

Tem He MeHee, OIVISIIEBIINCH CITYCTSI MUT, OH YK€ 3aMeTHII
Jlucy, cuneBylo Ha CTyse, CHMHOM K HeMy. Ero Kpuk HUKak He
MOTPEBOXKUII €€, OTYETrO OH TYT K€ TOYYBCTBOBAJI HEOBIBATYIO
CTPaHHOCTb, a CITYCTSl MTHOBEHHE U e/IBa CAEPKUBAEMBII CTpax.

— Jluca... Tol criaib? — BeTaB ¢ KpoBaty v OAOWASA K Jie-
BYIIIKe, AXEPOH XOTeJl B3IJISIHYTh Ha Hee, HO Jae MPex/e, YeM
OH ycrien ee 00OHTH, Ta yKe pe3Ko 0OepHYyJIach, a OH caMm ObLT
JIMIIb CIOCOOEH 3aKpUYaTh OT Herlepe1aBaeMoro yxaca, OTIla-
THIBASICh HA3a/1 M Ma/1asi Ha TIOJI.

— AXepoH... 4To y MeHsI ¢ urom? T-Tak 60JbHO... MHE Tak
00JIbHO AXEpOH... Thl IOMOXeIIb MHE...?

Ceituac Bce HeKor/1a peKkpacHoe JUI0 JIMCh ObLIO JHIIb U3b-
€/IeHO TIOTYMIIIAMH HACEKOMBIX, )KUBYIIIX HBIHE B €€ TOJIOBE, TO-
I3 KaK ¢ KaX/bIM MICKOBEPKAHHBIM CJIOBOM U3 €€ PTa BhIBAJINBA-
JIOCh MHOKECTBO TBapew, CJIOBHO He3HAIUX KOoHIa. OT Tako-
IO y’KaCHOTO 3peJIiIa MBI AXepOHa BMUT HAYaJIu MEPKHYTb,
BeJIb MICTIBITHIBAEMBI UM Y:kac ObL1 OecripeneneH. He mpomuio u
Mura, Kak OH yXe TIOTepsil CO3HaHWe, He CIIOCOOHBIN OoJiee BbI-



JepKaTh TAKOW OECKOHEUHBIN KOIIMAp.



I'naBa 7. 3aceinasi B pajgocTu, si
JIMIIb BHOBb BILKY Kommap. Yacrts 2.

Bnaxsble 1 npunyximue oT cie3 rinaza AXepoHa B 3TOT MO-
MEHT PE3KO paclaxHyJIMCh, & CaM OH BCKOYWJI C KpPOBAaTU C JH-
KHMM KPUKOM, B TO BpeMs KaK Ha €ro JIMLIE YUTaJICA YUCTBIM yKac.
ITpocHyBIIMCh BHOBb, OH BCE TAaKkKe HAXOIWIICS B CBOEH KOMHA-
Te, a JIuca Bce TakKe HEM3MEHHO CUZETA Ha CTYJIE HEJAJIEKO OT
HEro, yIepeBIrCh TOJIOBOM B COOpaHHBIE MO/ HEW PYKHU.

PeasbHOCTB 1 KOIIMap ceivac CIOBHO CILIETUCh BOEANHO, OT-
9Yero OH MOT JIMIIb UCIIBITBIBATh HEBOOOPA3UMBIHA CTpax, OOsICh
HABEYHO 3aCTPATh B KPYT'OBOPOTE 3TOTO MPaKa.

— IIpocuytbea! S nomxeH npocHyTbesa! — C OTYasAHHBIM
KPHUKOM, AXEpOH TYT e Hadas OeleHo OuTh ceOs 1o JIMILy, Ofl-
HOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM Kycasi TyOBI JI0 KPOBH, B HA/IEK /1€ HAKOHEII
OUYHYTBCS OT ITOTO HECKOHYAEMOI'0 KOLIMapa.

Cxosbko OB pa3 OH He OTKpbIBaJI 7132, KOIIMAap CIOBHO IPO-
JOJIKAJ IPECIeNoBaTh €ro, OTYEro CepALe HAOIHAIOCh OQHUM
TOJIKO TUIEHTyIIUM oTyasiHueM. OH 00suics, 4To Oy/eT BbIHYX-
JE€H BCErJa BUJAETh NOBTOPSIOIIMECS KOIIMApPHBIE CHBI, HE CIIO-
COOHBII MO-HACTOAIIEMY OTKPHITh CBOM IJ1a3a.



3acHyBIas 3a cTojoM Jluca B 9TOT MOMEHT yxe HeMells
BCKOYMJIA OT AUKOTO KPUKA, CIIPOCOHBS JJake HE CIIOCOOHAas To-
HATh, YTO Ipousolwio. Ha ee smie ynrtasoch HENOHMMaHUE U
UCITYT, OJJHAKO BU/S1 B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM AXEpOH OHa TYT ke CO-
Opajiach ¢ MbICJISIMH, CIIELITHO HAIPABJISASACh B €T0 CTOPOHY.

— A-a-a-a-a! He nogxonu! He nonxonu ko Mue! — 3akpu-
YaBp ele CUJIbHee MpeXHero, AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO IMPOJOJIKATh
HAHOCHTH ceOe OIMH yIap 3a APYTUM, HAJIESICh, UTO XOTsI ObI OOJTH
TIOMOKET €My HaKOHEI[ MPOCHYThCS.

Korpa Jluca Bcrasia v HanpaBUIaCh K HEMY, OH JIaKe HE OCMe-
JIMBAJICS TIOCMOTPETh HA €€ JIMIIO, JIMIIb MPOJODKAsi KpPUJaTh,
ouTh ceds1 1 Kycatb TyObl. EMy Ka3anock, CTOUT JIMIIh TIOCMOT-
peTh Ha Hee, KaK OH BHOBb YBUJIUT TOJIbKO IOTYMILA HACEKOMBIX,
pOSIIIMXCS B €e MIa3HUIAX, TOra Kak ee CJIOBa, B3bIBAIOIINE O
NIOMOIIM, OyAyT HAMOJTHEHbl OJHUM TOJBKO CTpaJaHueM u 0o-
JIBIO.

Jluca xe B CBOIO ouepe/ib TaKk U BOBCE HE TOHUMAJIa, 4YTO Cell-
4ac MPOUCXOJUT, U HAXOAWIACh TPOCTO B MIOJTHOM 3aMEIIATENb-
CTBE U Jaxe uciyre. MpICv 0 TOM, YTO OHA BCE €Ile CIUT, TO
Y JIeJIO MeJIbKaJIM B €€ TOJIOBE, OIHAKO BCKOPE MOHUMasI BCIO pe-
aJIBHOCTh ¥ a0CYPIHOCTh MPOMCXOMSIIETO OHA MOTJIa TOJIBKO He
oOpariasi BHUMaHHSI Ha TICMXOBAaHHbIE KPUKHM HEMeIsl Tojoe-



KaTh K AXepoHy, Be/Ib C KaXJOW CEeKYHJION TOT paHUJ ceOsi Bce
CHJIbHEE, CJIOBHO BOOOIIIE HEe YyBCTBYsI OOJIH.

— AXepoH 310 *e€ ... JIuca. Bce Xxopo1io... Tbl TPOCHYJICA. ..
Bce xoporio. — O6HsB AxepoHa, JIuca Moriia TOIbKO THXO 3a-
IIENTaTh €My Ha YXO U JIAIIb TOTJa OH TIepecTas OpbIKaThCsI, OCe-
Jlasi Ha T0J1, CJIOBHO JIMIIIEHHBIN KU3HU.

— Jl-nmca... TBOE JINIIO... TBOE JINLO ObLIO.... — He momHu-
Masi IMPOMOKIIKX OT CJie3 1J1a3, AXEpOH MOT JIMIIb MPOIOIKATh
CMOTPETb B TIOJT, Be/Ib OH TaK OOSJICS, YTO, TOCMOTPEB, €ro OyaeT
KJ1aTh JIUIIL OYEPETHOM yiKac.

Tem He meHee Jluca ceituac He oOpariaia Ha ero cjIoBa HUKa-
KOro BHUMAaHHUSI, TYT e 00XBaThIBasi €ro JIMII0O CBOMMU PyKaMu
Y POBHsAA cO CBOUM. OH COIPOTUBIISAJICS €€ XBaTKe, KeJsas OIly-
CTUTh TOJIOBY B IOJI, OJHAKO OHA BCE PaBHO JIMIIIb MPOJOJKAIA
JepXKaThb €ro, OAHOBPEMEHHO KaK KPEINKO, TaK U HEXKHO.

— Bepb MHe... TOCMOTPY Ha MEHSL... TBOU KOIIIMAp 3aKOHYMJI-
csl... — TUXui ¥ Takoy NevasbHbliA rooc JIUCh TyT ke pa3aaics
BO3JIe yXa AXepoHa, TOTa Kak ee CJI0Ba CIIOBHO 3a/IeJIA CTPYHBI
€ro 3arpATaBIICHCS AYIIH.

AXepOoH MOT TOJIbKO ME/IJIEHHO ¥ OOSI3TMBO OTKPHITH CBOM 3a-
TMJTAKAHHBIE I71a3a, BCTPEYasiCh C TAKMMU SICHBIMU 3€JIEHBIMH IJ1a-



3aMH, OJIHAKO HATIOJTHEHHBIMU JIMIIIb OTHOM TeYasibio U UCKPEH-
HEW, YNCTOU KaAJIOCTBIO.

— Kommap 3akoHuwnsics.... — He cnepxaBimmch AXEpOH TyT
K€ 3aruiakajl CUJIbHee MPEKHEro, yIepeBIIUCh TOJIOBOM B Ipy/ib
Jluce, Torga Kak rpOMKUE pbIIAHME HAYAIW Pa3/1aBaThCs M0 BCEU
KOMHarTe.

Bce ero cnepxkaHHble SMOLIMHU, OOJIb U OTYAasTHUE, YTO OH HMC-
MBITHIBAJI, Ka3aJIOCh, HAKOHEL] CMOIVIM HAWTHU BBIXOH, BMECTE CO
Clie3aMU Y OTHBIHE, HABEKU U3PAHEHHBIM CEPIIIEM.

B 10T MOMEHT, KOT/1a phlIaHusI IAXKeE EI1Ie HE YCIIeJIM OKOHYa-
TEJIbHO CTUXHYTb, JIBOE MYKYMH MTHOBEHHO BOEkKaJM B KOMHA-
Ty, OYKBJILHO Ha XO/y BBIIINOAsT qBEPh. VIX pyKH KPErKo CKH-
MaJli MeuH, a I71a3a ObICTPO U TIIATEIbHO OCMATPUBAIM KOMHA-
Ty, OJIHAKO HUKOTO KPOME CHJICBIIINX B OOHUMKY AxepoHa u JIu-
Chl OHU TaK U HE 3aAMETHUJIN.

— Bamma musocts, yro cinyywioch?! Bl kpuyanu! — Opaun
U3 phlllapeld BHOBb BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEJ KOMHATY, B TO BpeMs
KAaK IpYrOM BUJIsl, 4TO AXEPOH HE OTBEYAET TYT K€ HAlIPABUJI MY
Ha UCIYTaHHYIO JEBYIIIKY, TOTOBSICH ITPU HEOOXOAUMOCTH TYT Xke
ee 00e3BpenTh. — OTOWIM OT HETO cervac ke WM MmosKaieelb !

JInuca TYT K€ OIClnjia, CHa4YdJla HE MOHUMasdA, 4TO IPOUCXO-



JWT, OJIHAKO YK€ Yepe3 MIHOBEHUE OHa JIETKO CMOIJIa OCO3HATh
IIPUYMHY JEUCTBUM peilaps. Ee poT HeMemIeHHO pacKpbuICcs,
OJIHAaKO eJ1Ba IIEPBOE CJIOBO YCIIEJNIO CIIETETh C ee I'y0, Kak AXepoH
TYT e YCTaJIO MOJHSJICSA, CJIOBHO Obl U3 MOCJIEAHUX CUIL.

— Mupeiin... Bunbrensm, Onmaromapio 3a 3a00Ty, HO BCe XO-
poirio. MHe poCcTo MPUCHUIICS KOIIMAap, a YBeUbs 51 HaHeC ceOe
caM B MPHUCTYIIC MAHUKH.

AXepoH TrOBOPWJI YBEPEHHO, HO MyCTO, CJIOBHO B €r0 CJIOBAax
He ObUTO XMU3HU. Ero B3ris/ e/1Ba i1 Ha MTHOBEHHUE TIPOOesKacs
10 JIUIAM JIBYX 3HAKOMBIX MY)KUUH, TOT/IA KaK YK€ CITyCTsI MUT
BHOBb 00OpaTHJICS B TOJL.

JIBoe phlliapeii ke B CBOIO ouepe/ib He OTBEYaIIH, JIUIIb IPO-
J0JKasi BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTpUBaTh AXEpOHa, OJIHAKO TI0 Karla-
IoIeld U3 ero ryd KpoBH U pa30UTOMY JIMITY OBLIO HE COBCEM I10-
HSTHO KTO MOBUHEH B 9TOM. TeM He MeHee OT X BHUMATEeTbHBIX
B3IJISZIOB HE YCKOJIb3HYJIO, YTO PYKH CITY)KAHKU OBLTH YKCTHI, TO-
I71a KaK ero pyKy Ha000pOT ObUTH PaHEHBI ¥ KCITAYKAaHbI KPOBBIO.

XoT4 1BO€E phILIapEeX ¥ HA4aJIu IIPUMEPHO IOHUMATh, YTO IIPO-
W30IIJIO OHU BCE PAaBHO HE MOIVIM IIPOCTO TaK yYWTH OTCIOAA, 3a-
ObIBasi O MPOU3OLIEAIIEM, U JIaKe HE TOJbKO MOTOMY, YTO OHU
ObLIM PHILIAPSIMH TTIOMECThsSI, HO U TIOTOMY, YTO 3HAJIM MaJIbYMKa
C CaMoro ero JeTcTBa, HaOmogash Kak OH MEUIEHHO poC Ha UX



rjiasax.

— MBbI noHMMaeMm, Bailla MUJIOCTh, OHAKO Muiopn lemuax
u ey CuiibBa yxke YBeJIOMIIEHbI, U Mbl JIOJDKHBI OTHECTH Bac B
Jazaper.

[Tonumasi, yto AXxepoH He coBceM B cede, MupeliH He crai
Oosiee HUYErO rOBOPUTD, U HE JJOKUAASACh OTBETa, TYT K€ MOJ-
XBaTHJI €T0 Ha PYKH, CIIyCTsI MTHOBEHHE Y:Ke ObICTPO HarpasJisi-
SCh B CTOPOHY J1a3apeTa. BusbrenasM ke JMIIb KUBKOM yKa3aB
Jluce uaTy cnepoMm, cam Ke Hadasl 3aMbIKAaTh CTPOM, HE CBOISA
IIPY 3TOM C HEE CBOMX IJIa3.

Heckonpko ci1yr B 3TOT MOMEHT TOJITUJIMCH 32 JABEPBIO, Cpe-
JIM KOTOPBIX BUJMIMO U OBUT TOT, KTO TO3BAJT PHITIAPEH, ITOCTIe TO-
ro Kak yciblmaji Kpuku AxepoHa. [1pu Bue paH Ha Jidiie ChiHa
OGapoHa MHOTHE U3 HUX MOOJIeTHEN, PUHSIBIINCH TYT K€ Y/IUB-
JIEHHO TIETITaThCsl, 00CYKasi, YTO MOTJIO TPON3OUTH, B TO BpEMsI
KaK UX B3MJISIbl HEMPOU3BOJIBHO TO U JEJIO MaIaiv Ha UIYITYI0
T0J] HAJI30POM OJIHOTO U3 philiapeit Jlucy.

Hemuan n CujibBa K 3TOMY MOMEHTY YK€ CTOSIJIM B KOMHATe
Jla3apera, B KOTOPYIO AOJIKHBI IOCTABUTh BO3MOKHO PAaHEHHOTO
AxepoHa. JIu1o raBbl momecTbe, OyaTo Obl HE BhIpakasio abco-
JIIOTHO HUYETOo, B TO Bpemsi Kak CuiibBa MAHWYECKU I'PbI3/ia HOT-
TH Ha pyKax, cropaeMasl epe:KMBaHUsIMM 32 CblHa. ByKBajbHO



TOJILKO YTO UX OTOPBAJIM OT BCEX JIEJI, CO CJIOBAMU O TOM, UTO U3
KOMHATBI UX ChIHA UCXOQUJIM MCTOLLIHbIE KPUKU U 3BYKH JPAKH,
1 MupeiiH ¢ BusbreasMom yxe HaxoasaTcsl Tam, pa3oupasch B
MPOU3OLIE/IIIEM.

JloGpaBimch BCKOpe 10 j1a3apera, MUperH TyT ke MoK
AxepoHa Ha KpoBaTh, B TO BpeMsl Kak ABIyCTO HeMeisl moaoe-
’KaB, Ha4yaJl BBITUPATh C HETO KPOBb, HAMAa3blBasi Ma3bl0 CUHSKHU
Y CCaJIMHbI HA €r0 CIIMIIIKOM YK OJIeTHOe JIUIIO. A Moce yKe Ha-
YaJl CIIENIHO 3aBAPUBATh KAKOW-TO HEMOHSTHBIM, BUJUMO YCIO-
KauBalOUMI OTBap.

¥YBuzeB cBoero cpiHa, JleMran MpauyHO HaXMYpHIICS, B TO Bpe-
M Kak Hord CHIIbBBI TOAKOCWIIACH, 4 CaMa OHA €JBa HE yIaa.
TosnbKko Kperkasi pyka Myska BOBpeMsl ycIiesa ee MoaXBaTUTh 1
yAepKaTb OT NaJeHUS.

— Y-uro ¢ moum ceiHOM?! KTO 3710 ciennan?! Kro?! — Apocr-
HO Kpuua, CusbBa TYT ke Opocuia B3I Ha UCIyraHHyio Jlu-
Cy, KOTOpasi TyT e 3aJposkaiia, 00sCh, UTO MOXKET MONACTh MO

TOPSYYIO PYKY.

Ha nepBpii B3MIA Ka3al0Ch, YTO CIIy’KaHKa BO3MOXHO Ha-
naja Ha AxepoHa, ogHako JleMuaH cpa3y NOAMETHJI MHOIue
HECOCTBIKOBKH. B OT/IMYMM OT OYTH YTO SIPOCTHOTO OOBUHEHU S
CuiibBBI, OH JIMIIB CIIOKOMHO MTOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOETO ChIHA, JIekKa-



IIEro Ha KpoOBAaTHU U CJIOBHO HAXOOAIEMCA B KaAKOM-TO UCCTYII-
JICHUU.

— Yro npousoiio, Axepon? — Tuxo cnpocus, [lemMran mor
JIMILIb TTPOJIOJIKATh CMOTPETh Ha ChIHA.

Tem He MeHee, AXepOH B 9TOT MOMEHT JIMIIIb ITPOJOJIKA Oe3-
Y4YacTHO CMOTPETD B IOTOJIOK, TaK U HE OTBeYast OTIy. MOMEHTHI
U3 KOIIIMAapoB TO U JIeJI0 MeJIbKaJiM B ero rojioee. [lorpyxeHue
B OECKOHEYHOE JHO Ka3aJoCh JIMIIL YepHOro Mops... Kpacnoe
OKO HEBUJIAHHBIX MacIITabOB, KCTOYAIOIIEE 3710 U KECTOKOCTb....
CheneHvie 3aKMBO TMOTYUIAMUA HACEKOMBIX.... M maxe, koraa
Ka3aJI0Ch KOIIMAp HAKOHEI| 3aKOHYMJICSA, JaKe OTKPBIB IJ1a3a U
MIPOCHYBIIIKCH €0 JKJIJT JIUIIb... OYEPEAHON KOIIMap.

— AXxepoH s Tebs cripocui, 4To npousonuio. OTBeTh MHE.
— B 10T MOMEHT [leMHraH MOr TOJIBKO HAXMYPHUThCS, CJIETKa
TMOBBIIIIAsA I'OJIOC, OTYETO HaBaXJCHHUE CIIOBHO CIajio ¢ AXepoHa,
TI0CJIE€ YETro TOT TYT € MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY, B3UPasl HA OTLIA.

— Kommap... MHe mpOCTO MPUCHUJICS KolIMap. — AXEpoH
cernyac roBOpUJI CIIOKOMHO, MOYTH HIETIOTOM, HO TAKOW 3aKaJIeH-
HBII B 00SIX pBIIIAPh KaK JleMuaH CIIOBHO yUysil yKac, CKPbIBAIO-
HIMIACA B CJI0BaX ChIHA, & IOITOMY OH HE MEJIJIHIL.

[TpriceB Bo3ie AXepoHa, OH TYT jKe MOCMOTpEJT Ha Hero, aKKY-



paTHO KJiaJisl PyKy Ha €ro IJIeuo, TOrja Kak CJjOBa, BBIXOASIINE
U3 €0 YCT, BBIPAKAJIU JIUIIb IOHUMAHUE U CBOETO POjia MPOChOY
[TOJEUTCS C HUM CBOMMH BOCIIOMHUHAHUAMHA U OOJIBIO.

— JloikHO OBITH KOIIMap OBLIT CJIOBHO pealbHOCTh. Paccka-
KM HaM, Bellb 9TO MOXeT OBITh KaKoe-TO MPOKJIsThE. S MOXeT
Y BCETO JIMIIb PhIIIaph, OJHAKO HE pa3 BCTpeYasICsl ¢ OI0OHbBIM,
BEph MHE.

CwIIbHBII 1 HENTOKOJIEOMMBIIA TOJIOC OTIIA, CJIOBHO TIOMOT AXe-
pOHY TIpUiTH B ceOs, AaBas CBOMMH CJIOBAMU TOHSITh, UTO
€My €CTh Ha KOT'O MOJIOKUTCS, OTYETO MPUIOIHSBIINCH, OH yXKe
HECTIEIIHO yCeJICsl Ha Kpail KpoBaTu. TeM He MeHee Jaxe MPOCTO
BCIIOMMHATh MPONICHHBIA UM KOLIMAp JaBAJIOCh C TpyAoM. boib
CJIOBHO MPUJIMBHBIMM BOJTHAMM HaKaThIBaJla Ha €ro TeJlO, BbI3bI-
Basi 03HOO U yYallleHHoe cep/iieOreHue.

XOoTs eMy ObLIO U CIIOKHO PaccKas3biBaTh 00 3TOM, HO OH TO-
HHUMAaJI, 4TO 3TO TO, YTO HYKHO C/IeJIaTh, Belb OT MPOKJISITUS BCe-
r71a MOXHO n30aBuThCst. OH M caM He pa3 YMUTall O HUX B paccKa-
3aX O TeposiX MPOILIOro. B KHUrax OHU Tak JIETKO MOOEKAATH
9TH MPOKJISATHE, HO JIUIIb CTOJIKHYBIIUCH C HACTOSIIIIMM KOIIIMa-
POM OH TIOHSUT — TIOOEANTH, KA3aJI0Ch, IIPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO.

— M-MHe CHWIOCH, YTO 1 TOHY B YEPHOM MOpE... ITIOTOM...
MIOTOM TaM OBUIO KPacHOE OKO... OTPOMHOE... HE OMHUCATh CJIOBA-



MU ero pa3mepbl. — C KaxJIpIM CIIOBOM, TOBOPUTh AXEPOHY J1a-
BAJIOCh BCE CIIOXKHEE, a FOJIOBA pacKajbiBaiach ot 6omu. — OHO
TaK IOCMOTPEJIO HAa MEHS1, CJIOBHO MCTOYAJIO HEBU/IAHHYIO 3JI0CTh
BMecTe ¢ OECKOHEUHbIM aJIbM CBETOM, U IMEHHO TOTja, UMEHHO
TOrAa s TIOHSUL.. 9TO OBUIO HE YepHOE MOpe, HO OeCUCIICHHbIE
MOJTYMIIIA HACEKOMBIX....

AXepoHy BApYT CTaJO TSKENO JbIIIaTh, a CaM OH Havall ep-
3aTh, TO | JICJIO CJIOBHO ITHITAsICh COPOCHTD C ceOs1 YTO-TO, TOT/Ia
KaK CJIbIIIIA €ro CJIOBa ¥ HaOmoaas 3a HuM, CrujibBa MOIJIA TOJILKO
TOPBKO pacIllakaThcsl. Bcero i HeTaBHO ee ChIH ObLT COBCEM
JPYTMM, HO TPOIIIe, Ka3aJ0Ch, JIUIIIb MHT U OHA OOJIbIIIE HE MO-
JKET €ro y3Harh.

JlemuaH xe He cMes cefiuac MmoKas3arh clad0CTh, POAOIIKAS
HETOKOJIEOMMO JIepKaThCs, JIMIIIb C MeYasiblo HaOoas 32 CBOUM
CBIHOM, JI0O HEJJABHETO BPEMEHH YJIBIOAIONIErOCcs] MaIbuiKa, 9To
ceryac Jpoxkall oT yxaca.

— TIponomxkaii. Yto Obuto manbie? — Jlake BHUIS, KaKylo
00JIb €ro ChIH MOJIy4YaeT OT Mepeckas3a cBoero Kormapa lemuan
BCE PaBHO BeJies MpoAoikaTh. OH JOJIKeH ObLUT 3HATh BCE, YTOOBI
MOHMMATh C YeM OH UMEET JIEJIO U KaK C 3TUM OOPOThCS.

— OHHU... OHM 3QJIE37TM BHYTPb MEHS... KyCaJIH... KaJWIH. ..
OHH... OHU... — AXEPOH pacIlIaKaJICs, BeJJb BCIOMUHATH 00 3TOM



OBbLIO caMoii HacTosiIIed MbTKOW. OH 0 CUX MOp TOMHMJI 3TY
ykacamoryio 60b. — OHU Che Tl MeH$I 3aKMUBO MaMa... OHU Che-
JIA MEHS...

MupeiiH ¢ BUibreisMOM JIMIIb TUXO CTOSLTH, CKUMAast KYJIaKH
C TIeYasiblo B TIa3ax, toraa kak CuiibBa He MOTJIa HU 3apblIaTh,
Opocasich B OOHMMKY K ChIHY. Y3Kac, C KOTOPBIM TOT TOBOPHUT ObI-
JIO He Tepe/iaTh CJIOBAMMU.

— [loToMm 51 mpocHy”Cs... A 3aKpuyall, HO HUKOTO He ObLIO,
JIMIIb TULIMHA. §l Jymall Bce 3aKOHUMIIOCh, Ka3aJIoCh, s IEHCTBU-
TEJIbHO MPOCHYJICS, HO Jluca... OHa MOBEpHYJIACh KO MHE... U BCE
ee Mo ObUIO U3bEAEHO MOTYUIAMU HaceKoMbIMU. — [lepese-
I B3I Ha Jlucy, AXepoH OJHOBPEMEHHO UCTIBITHIBAN CThI U
crpax. — OHa ymoJisijTa IOMOYb e... CKa3ajia, uTo e OOJBHO...
¥ T10CJIE 3TOTO 51 HAKOHEI] ITPOCHYJICS.

3aKOHYMB I'OBOPUTH, AXEPOH TYT K€ BBIITWII IIPOTSHYTHIA EMY
JBOPELIKMM OTBap TPaB, TOrJa Kak caMm ABIyCTO yXke B CIEyIo-
111e€ MTHOBEHME MPOAOJIKIJ COPTUPOBATh Pa3IMyYHbIE TPABbl U
NO/IrOTaBJIMBaTh OYEPEJHOE JIEKAPCTBO, TO U AEJI0 PUCITYIINBA-
[Ch K Pa3roBOPY C MPaYHbIM JIMLIOM.

Teruiblii OTBap BMUT MOJIWICS MO TOpiay AXepoHa, YCIoKau-
Basl ¥ COrpeBasi €ro, MocJjie Yero OH yCTaso JieT Ha KpoBaTh, MPH-
KPBIBAsICh ONIESIIOM C TONIOBOM. I 0/10BHas1 60Jb CIOBHO CBOIMIIA



€ro € yma, Memas Tpe3BO MBICJIMTh U IYMaThb, HO IIOCTCTICHHO OH
HauMHaJ Bce OOJIbIIIE YCITOKaMBATHCA, a CTPaX OTTECHAJICA YyCTa-
JIOCTBIO.

CuiibBa, IPOIOJIKAS TJIAKATh TYT K€ BBIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI, HE
criocoOHast 6oee HaXOAUThCS 371ech. Bech ee MakMsIK pacTek-
csl 10 JIMILY M el Hy:KHO ObUIO TipuBecTu cedst B nopsiaok. Ona
yXKaCHO Mepek1BajIa 3a ChIHA, HO IOHMMAJIA, YTO HUYEM He MO-
JKET eMy IOMOYb, OTUETO YyBCTBOBAJIA ceOs eIle XyKe.

Crbliia BCIO 9Ty UCTOPUIO U HE TIOHMMas, MoYeMy €€ M3Ha-
YaJILHO HE BBIMHAAM W3 KOMHatkl, JIca Moria JMIlb CTOATh B
crynope. OHa He MOIJIa MOHSTh, KaK BCE JIONLIO JIO 3TOro, Be/lb
ele HeJlaBHO AXEpOH CTECHsUICS, KpacHes W pajaoBajics. B ero
r1a3ax OblUIa BHIHA CJIOBHO ObI JETCKAas HAMBHOCTb U IOHOCTb.
Ceituac ke, JMIIb C JIECITOK MHHYT Ha3aj, JEpXka €ro rojoBy
BPOBEHb CO CBOEH OHA He BHEIa HUYEro u3 sroro. Kasamocs,
OHa He BHUeIa OOJIbIIIE HUYETO U3 TOro, YTo OblI0. Bee: crecHe-
HME, PafioCTh, HAMBHOCTDb U I0HOCTh, BCE 9TO 3aMEHHUJIOCH JIUIIIh
OJIHUM YyBCTBOM — yKacoM, 4To O3 Kpasi IUIECKAJICA B €r0 Yep-
HBIX, CJIOBHO OMYT TJia3ax.



I'naBa 8. B myTn.

3aKOHYMB CITyIIaTh paccka3 AxepoHa, JlemMuaH He cMmen Oosiee
MEJUTUTD, CIIELTHO BBIXOAS HAPYKY. EMy ObLJIO O4eBHIHO, UTO €10
CBIHY TIPUCHWJICSI HE COBCEM OOBIYHBIN KOIIMAap, BeIb B CBOEH
’KU3HU OH U CaM He pa3 CTAJIKUBAJICS C MPOSIBJICHUSIMU TEMHBIX
cui1. Ha 10HO# rpaHuiie, U3 TYMaHHBIX MOJIOCTeN OPOii BBIOU-
PAJIMCh yXKaChl IOCTpPAIIIHEE BOJIKOB, 3aCTABJISIONIME CIOBHO TIO-
BEPUTh B Y)KACHBIE CKa3KU, KOTOPHIMH ITyTal0T HEMOCTYIIIHBIX Je-
Teil. ObuTalolMe B TyMaHe TBapy CTPALIMIMCh BBIXOAUTh, HO J10-
CTaTOYHO ObLIO JIMIIIb HAWTH DI TOCMEBILIEro yoexkaTh B TOT
3a0BbITBIN, TYMAaHHBIA Kpai, KaK CIBIIIAJIMCH JIUIIb €r0 KPUKH, a
TIOCJIE... TOJIBKO CTOHBI.

— ABI'YCTO, IIyCTh HECKOJIBKO CJIYI MOKA-4TO CJIEAAT 3a CO-
crosinueM AxepoHa. Benu Takske 3anpsiub Jiolaziel, yepes vac s
C CBIHOM M XEHOU HarpaBioch B Urpua, uyroosl nocetuts Lep-
koBb fApuaitinero Cera. Trl Oyaelb 3a I71aBHOTO, TOITOMY CJie-
I4 32 JIeBOYKaMu B o0a r1aza. — OTtaaB npukassl, JlemMuan ce-
JIOM yke HEeMeJIsl HallpaBIJICS B CBOM KaOHMHET.

— Caymaioch, Musiopa. — KopoTko KMBHYB Ha ciioBa Oapo-
Ha, ABTYCTO yXe B CJIEIYIOIIUIA MUT yMYAJICS, HAUaB BHITIOJHSTD
TIOCTaBJICHHbIE €MY 33/1a41 U He CMes ME/IJTUTh.



JloOpaBimch 10 cBOero KaOMHeTa W 3aiisg BHYTph, [leMuaH
TYT € OTKPBLT MOJKY 1 AocTas 6ymary. OH CIIENTHO B3I IEPO
Y MakHYB B YEpHWJIA MPUHSJICSA BHIBOAUTH OJHY OYKBY 3a JIpy-
roui. [Tucemo ObLIO MpeHa3HaYeHO BUKOHTY Onapy, ero ciose-
peHy | MoJPOOHO OMUCHIBAJIO MTPUYKMHY €r0 OTCYTCTBHS HA fore,
a Takke BKparTIie pacCKas3bIBaJIo O MpoOieMax ¢ ChIHOM. 3aKOH-
YMB IUCaTh, OH TYT k€ B3sUI CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO 1e4aTh, CHM-
BOJIU3UPYIOILYIO TIOTTMHHOCTh IOKYMEHTA U €ro BJIACTh, TYT ke
NIPUKJIa/IbIBast €€ K yiKe 3aBEPHYTOMY CBEPTKY.

OT/I0KMB OJHO TOTOBOE MMCHMO, OH TYT K€ B3sUI OUepeTHOM
JIMCT, MPOAOJIKAsA MHUCaTh. DTO MHUCHMO yXke IMpeTHa3HA4YaI0Ch
€ro crapiiemMy cbiHy — MapKycy, KOTOpPbIi OCTaJICsl Ha I03KHOM
rpanuiie. OHO erie 6osiee TOIPOOHO, YeM B MUChME BUKOHTY
OOBSICHSJIO CITYYHMBIIYIOCS cUTyaruio. CrycTsi HECKOJIbKO MUHYT,
BHOBb TOCTaBHB I€4aTh, OH TYT ke OTJIOXMWI Nepo U B3sB 00a
CBUTKA HAIPaBWJICS OOPATHO B OOIIUH 3aJ1.

— OTrmpaBb 3TO MUCBMO BUKOHTY, a 3T0 Mapkycy. — Haiins
Asrycro JleMyuaH BHOBb Harpy3ws TOrO O4YepeHOU 3aaadeid, u
MOJTYYMB OTBETHBI KMBOK, HAITPABUJICSI K CBOEH JKEHE.

[Npomno yxe Gosnee momydyaca MOITOMY K STOMY BpeMEHU
CuiibBa yske MOJHOCTBIO npHiuia B ceds. Ee nmio BHOBb ObUIO
YXOKEHO, OTHAKO BMECTO YJIBIOKHM Ha €€ MPEKPACHOM JIUIIe Obl-
J1a mAIb nedasb. OHa TMXO cujesia BO3Je 3aCHYBIIEro AXepoHa,



JIETOHBKO IIOIJIaXXMBasd €ro, €1Ba JIM KaCcadacCh J1aJOHBIO BOJIOC.

— CunbBa, s ioHecy AxepoHa. Mbl OoTIIpaBUMCS B OJvxKaii-
uryto LlepkoBb Apuaiiinero Cera. 1 3HaKoM TaM ¢ OJHUM €IH-
CKOIIOM BBICIIETO 1yXOBEHCTBA. OHM MOI'YyT CHUMAaTh ITPOKJIS-
THSL... MBI JIOJDKHBI TTOIPOOOBATb.

Xord JleMuaH He MOT 3HaTh IPOKJIAT JIM AXEPOH, HO OH TOY-
HO OBUI YBEpEH, 4TO €CJIY /14, TO eMUCKOI J0JKEH CyMEThb CHSATh
npoksisgtue. Jla ¥ B JI0OOM ciydae JIydIlero BapraHTa y Hero
NOKa-4To He ObL10. [I1s Havyana OyaeTr He JIMIIHUM BbIYEPKHYTh
XOTs1 OBl OTHO JIEJI0 U3 BCE MOMOMHSIOIIErocs CIUCKa MpooieMm.

— 4 cama nonecy ero. [Ipocro... He Oyau ero. OH Tak CIaaKO
crut.... — Ceituac CuiibBa MOIJIA TOJIBKO MSATKO YJIBIOHYTbCS,
VIS HA CBOETO ChIHA U YK€ aKKYPaTHO IOINPABJIss YENIKY €ro
cJIerKa JUIMHHBIX YE€PHBIX BOJIOC.

Bcras, oHa cieioM yke aKKypaTHO MOAHSIIA €T0 Ha PYKH, HO
Jaxe OT TaKOro JeUCTBUA AXEpPOH HE MPOCHYJICS, YTO JIUII I10-
Ka3bIBAJIO, HACKOJIBKO CHJIBHO OH OBbLT M3MOTaH, KaK MOPAJbHO,
TaK ¥ (PU3NYECKH.

JlemuaH e B CBOIO 0UYepe/ib JIUIIb KUBHYI 1 O0Jiee HUUero He
CKa3aJ1, HeMeJIsl BBIXO/ISI U3 MoMecThbs1. Ero mocnexu u opyxkue K
TOMY MOMEHTY Y€ ObUTH MeaTbHO OUYMIIEHB! M OTIIOJIMPOBA-



HBI CJIyTaMHU, KOTOPBIC CITYCTA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT U ITIOMOITIA EMY
INOJHOCTBIO HAJAECTh UX.

CuibBa K 3TOMY MOMEHTY Y€ Takke Oblla TOTOBa, IOITOMY
JOXKUJASICh MYy>Ka OHA JIMIIIb aKKYPaTHO pa3MeCTHIACh B KapeTe,
TIOJIOKMB TOJIOBY ChIHA ce0e Ha KOJIEHH, TOra KaK CIyTH B CBOIO
ouepeib yKe HeMe ISl TPUHECU MOAYIIKY, TOKPbIBAJIa U e1Ty.

— Mupeiin, Bunbsrensm. — IlocMoTpeB Ha OBYX phllapen,
CTOAIIMX Ceilvac BO3Je Hero, [leMuaH ciierka yislOHYIICs, TIoCTe
Yero Mo-JApyKeCKH MOMECTUJI PyKW Ha ux Tuieun. — He 3Haio
CKOJIbKO MeHsI He Oy/eT, HO, KaK M BCerJa sl pacCUMThIBAIO HA
BAC... MOM CTapble APY3bsl.

— He Bonnyiica [leMuan. — MupeliH Takke Clierka YJblo-
HYJICSl B OTBET, OAHOBPEMEHHO C BuibresisMom Kiazas pykKy Ha
mieyo [emumana. — Ilokyna Mel KUBBI, aKe BOJIOC HE YIAAET C
rOJIOB JIBYX IPOKA3HHUII.

BubrensM B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIBKO CJIETKA YCMEXHYThCS
co cyoB MupeiiHa, Torjna Kak JleMuaH JIMIb TUXO pacCMesLIcs,
60s1ch pa30yauTh ChiHA. TeM He MeHee UX MpoITaHue ObLIO ObICT-
poe. Yike B cinenyromui Mur Jlemuan HarocaeJoK cllerka norpe-
aB JIBYX pbIlIapen M0 IJIeuaMm, CIe0M YKE HallpaBUJICS B Kape-
Ty. Jlomaay K 3ToMy MOMEHTY YXe ObUIM CONPSIKEHBI, a JBOE
APYTUX phIllapeil COOUPACh MPOBOXATh AJieTeeB B 9TOH MO-



e3nke B Urpug.

Muipeiin u BuibresibM ObLIM CAMBIMK CTapbIMUA OOCBBHIMH TO-
BapuIiamu Jlemuana, mo3ToMy OH el OCTABUTh UX B MOMe-
ctbe. borbilie, YeM UM OH JOBEpSUT JIMIIb CBOEW CEMbE, TOITO-
My OCTaBJIsIsl MX 37IeCh €ro cepie OyneT crnokoiHo. KoneuHo,
TIOMUMO HHX, 3JIeCh ObLIIM U JIPyTHe PhILIapy, KOTOPHIM OH JIOBE-
psiI, OJTHAKO 3T JIBOe ObUIM [IIsl HErO MOYTH Kak OpaTbs. YUTo
JI0 3aIIUTHI CBOEH CEMbU B ITyTH, TO OH U CaM MPEKPACHO C STUM
CIPABUTHCS, HE TOBOPSI YKE O €llle JIBYX YMEJIbIX PhIlIapsiX, KO-
TOpPBIE €r0 COMPOBOXKAAIH.

— beprpam, Caiino, ornpasisiemcsi. — JlaB 3HaK ABYM pbl-
LapsM, JIepKalivum MOBO/IbS, TOBO3KA TYT K€ HAPABWJIACH MPsI-
MUKOM TIO TPAKTY, YXOAsIasl BAajib MO TEPIETUBbIMU B3IJIsI/1a-
MHU CIIYT.

Mupeiin u ButerensM ke He COOMPAINCh CTOSITh U JIAJIBIIIE,
TIOBOPAYMBAsICh U HECTICIITHO HAIPABJISASCh OOPAaTHO B IIOMECThE.
OHU JUIIb HAJIESUTUCh, YTO IO BO3BpAICHUIO MpodieMa OyieT
pelieHa.

B 10T MOMEHT AXEPOH MOT TOJBKO MEJJIEHHO OTKPHITh IJ1a-
3a, B TO BpeMsI KaK cJerka TpsCyIiasicsl Ha KOUYKax ¥ HEpOBHO-
CTSIX KapeTa BMHT BbI3BaJIa B HEM HEOOJIBIIION UMITYJILC CTpaxa.



Tem He MeHee, Jaxe MPex/ie, YeM OH YCIIeNl HauaTh AaHUKOBATb,
CuitbBa yke MATKO ero OOHsLIA.

— AXepoH He nepexuBaii, Mbl B jopore. — HexHo moniesno-
BaB TOJHSBIIYIOCS MaKylIKy cbiHa, CrjibBa MOTJIA TOJBKO BbI-
3BaTh ITUM JIETKYIO YABIOKY Y CH/IEBIIIETO Heslaneko JlemMuana.

Xo0Ts, KaK peIl[apb U BOMH OH HE 000ps1 NOJOOHOE, CIIUII-
KOM JIACKOBOE OTHOILIEHNE, HO IIOHUMAJI, YTO Jake ¢ 3TUM Axe-
POHY ITPUXOAUTCA JIaXke CIMIIKOM yX Tskesno. He roBops yxke o
TOM, YTO TOT IIPOCTO B IIPUHLIAIIE HUKOTJIA HE CMOXET CTaTh HU
TEM, HU JPYTUM.

W3-3a cBoero 3710poBbsi AXEpOH C JIETCTBA OCOOEHHO TINIa-
TeJIbHO 00y4aJics B JieJiaX TIOMECTbhsI, YTOOBI B Oy/IyIIIEM I'PaMOT-
HO YIpaBJIATh UM BMECTO OTIIA, TOTJIa KaK ero crapiuui opar
Mapkyc crai 6b1 ero meuoM. Dto ObuI TU1aH [lemMuana, Beib OH He
cobupavicst Oparh B pacyueT, YToO TaK U HE CMOXET BbUJICUUTD ChI-
Ha. [Toka OH elrie ABIINUT, OH COOMPAJICS CeJIaTh BCE, UTO TOJIBKO
CMOKET.

— Kyna mb1 HantpaBiisiemcs? — [TocmoTpeB cHavasia Ha OTLa,
a MOTOM U Ha MaTb, AXEpOH He MOT He CIIpOcHTh. [laxe ceiuac,
HEMHOI'0 OT/IOXHYB U MOcCIaB 0e3 KOIIMapoB OH BCE PaBHO 4yB-
CTBOBaJI ce0s1 y)KacHO, U He MOT TIOHSITh 3a4€M OHHU PEIINIU KY-
Ja-TO TIOEXAaTb.



CunpBa XOTeJIa OTBETUTH ChIHY, OfHAKO JleMuaH He Aail eu
BCTaBUTb CJIOBO, TYT K€ paccKasblBasi BCE KaK €CTb, HE cOOMpa-
SICh CKPBIBATh €T0 MPEIONI0KEHHS UM KaK-TOO I0IUTh, HE J0-
roBapvBasi MpaBiy.

— AXepoH, BO3MOXHO Ha Te0e KaKoe-TO MPOKJIATHE, M03TO-
My MBI HallpaBJIieMCsl B LIEPKOBb, Haxonsulywocs B ropoue Ur-
pUIE, 4TO B IIOJ JHAX IYTU. Y MEHSA TaM €CTb TaK CKaXeM 3Ha-
KOMBIN B Kpyrax BBICIIETO JyXOBEHCTBa. [lymalo, ermmcKoIl cMo-
’KET HaM IOMOYb, HO JaXe €CJIM HET, TO Mbl BCE PABHO PEIIUM
npoOJieMy, Tak WM UHaye, He COMHEBACs.

— 41 noHs1... — BHUMAaTENTbHO BBIC/IYIIAB OTHA, AXEPOH MOT
TOJIKO YCTAJIO KMBHYTh, TOrJa KAaK YIIOMHMHAHUE O KOILIMape,
CJIOBHO Ope/nJio cTapble paHbl, OTIaBast MyJbCAllUsIMU B €r0 T0-
JIOBE.

VYcepimmich oygoOHee, OH TYT ke B3MISIHYJI B OKHO. TeMHo-
Ta OKpY’KaJja MOBO3KY U JIMIIb JIETKUI CBET (POHApel pa3roHsiI
OKpy:xatonmii Mmpak. OHaKo, 4YeM J0JIblle OH CMOTPEN B Ty
Jieca, TeM TeMHee eMy Kazasicsl okpyxatoimid mup. [Tokaunsaio-
1K€ OT BeTpa JAePeBbs, CJIOBHO 3aBOPAKUBAIIN UykKOU B30p, B TO
BpeMsl KaK Cpeid HHX, ITyOOKO B TEMHOTE OH IOpOW 3ameval
npoderaioruye Tyla-clofa CUIy3Thl, HATOMHUHAIOIINE JaJIeKO He
3BEPEU.



B sTOoT MOMEHT mpenarenbcKasi ApoXkb HE MOIJIa HE HAvaTh
COTpsicaTh BCE €ro Teso, a yKac HaBAIMBaTbhCsl HA MBICIIU CJIOB-
HO NpWJIMBHAs BojiHA. [laxke rjie-To B JajieKOoH vaille BIPYT Mpo-
3BEHEJI MPOTSKHBIN BOM, OT KOTOPOTO OH HU MOT' HE 3aTpeNneTarh
TyIle PeXHEero, MPUKUMAsICh TOOJMKE K MaTepH.

— AxepoH Tl 3amep3? — OOpaTuB BHUMaHUE HA ChIHA U HE
noxuaasice orBera, CuiibBa TYT e HaOpOCHIIA Ha HETO TeIuioe
HOKPBIBAJIO, TEM HEe MeHee OT JleMuaHa He YCKOJIb3HYJI UCIIYT B
r71a3aX CbIHA, KOTOPBIN TOT MBITAJICS TIIATELHO CKPHITh.

— AxepoH. — [103BaB CbIHa, U J1aKe HE I0)KUJIASICh ETO OTBE-
Ta, [leMuan yxe Heme[1sl JOCTal CBOM Med, CJIeJOM aKKypaTHO
KJIa/s ero ceOe Ha KojieHU. — Tbl 3Haelllb, YTO JIEKUT Yy MEeHS
Ha Horax?

VYcnplmas cermyac CTpaHHBIE CJIOBA OTLA, AXEPOH TYT XK€ Iie-
peBeJT Ha Hero CBOW B3IJIsA[l, 2 B OCOOCHHOCTH Ha €ro Mey, UTo Ka-
3aJ10ch Onecte, oTpaxas cBeT ¢hoHapeit. Ero orelr, kazanoch, 3a-
JlaJT OYEeBUIHBINA BOITPOC, HO TeM HE MEHee JKeCTKUM B3IJIsL Yep-
HBIX IJIa3 cefvac HermoKoiIeOnMo yriepcst B AxepoHa, OyaTo Obl
JOXUIAsICh €r0 OTBETa.

— Meu, nan. — He pa3nymsiBas HU CeKyHIbI, AXEpOH cClie-
JIOM YK€ MTHOBEHHO AaJI CBOM OTBET, Ja)k€ HE 3aAyMBbIBAsICh O



€TI0 IIPaBUJILHOCTH.

Bonpoc oTna ceifuac kazaicsi eMy 3JIeMEHTapHbIM U OOblJIEH-
HbIM, OJJHAaKO, K €ro yAuBJeHMIO, JleMuaH Juib nokayai roso-
BOU C JIETKOW YJIBIOKOW Ha CBOMX YCTaXx.

— D710 cwia, AXepoH, U UMEHHO 3TOr0O OOSIThCS M YKacChl, U
kommMapbl. He cTpaiich HU4ero, CbiH MOW U MOMIU HarepeKop
BCEMY, HallepeKop JII0OOMY yKacy v KOIIIMAapy, U CTaHb HACTOJTb-
KO BEJIMKHMM, 4TOOBI caM Kommap crpamwics 1eds. He crpa-
IIMCh, HO CaM BHYIIaH yxac. He Oo¥icsi, HO IyCcTh IpoXar Te, KTo
Toies1 MpoTuB Teds. Jlepku B pykax Takylo CHITy, 4TOOBI BIIPE/lb
HUKTO HE IOCMeJ OpOCUTh TeOe BhI30B, a €CJIM MIOCMEIT — CO-
KpyIIH Ux!

[Tocne cnoB orua, MpauHbIl M, Ka3anochk, Oe3KU3HEHHBIN
B3IIs1/1 AXepoHa BMHT u3MeHuIcs. Cepitie 3a0Moch 4yTh ObICT-
pee, a KpoBb CJIOBHO IIPWIMJIA K pyKaM, corpesad ux. Ciosa
OTIIA, BBIXOJSAIIME Ceiiuac ¢ €ro yCT C JIETKOM rpyOOCTbIO U HE
HAITyCKHBIM BeJIn4reM Oe3 BCAKMX COMHEHM... 3Bydanu Oosee
YEM BOOAYLIEBJIEHHO!

— MOXHO JIi... MOXKHO JI CTaTh HACTOJIBKO BEJTMKUM, YTOOBI
Jlake KoIIMap CTpanuics 1edsi?

CroBa oT1a cenyac T0 M AeJ10 MPOCKAJIb3bIBAIN B TOJIOBE AXe-



POHa, a €ro B3IV BHOBb YCTPEMUJICA B OKHO IMOBO3KH, BIJIAbI-
BasChb B FJ'IY6I/IHLI qaiiu. On MMPpOAOJIKAJI JINIIb TOBTOPATH CJIOBA
OTHa CHOBA U CHOBAQ, IIOKa CHYIOIIHUE BO MPAKE CHUIIYIThI HC UC-
4E€3JiM, CJIOBHO MX TaM HUKOI'Ja U HE OBLJIO.

— MOXHO JIH... COKpYIIUTh Kommap?

Cryctsa HeKoTOopoe BpeMs1 AXepOH BHOBb YCHYJI, HO Ka3aJIoCh,
Ja’xe BO CHE CJIOBA OTLA BCE €Ile 3BY4YaIM B €r0 rojioBe, CIOB-
HO OBl M3rOHSIS KOIIMaps! U AypHble cHbL. [IpocHyBIIMCh criycTs
HECKOJIBKO YacoB, OH YyBCTBOBAJI C€0s1 OTAOXHYBILMM KaK HUKO-
IIa paHee, Ka3ajoch, YTO CBET BHOBb 3aCBETWIICA B €TI0 YEPHBIX
IJ1a3ax.

— AXepoH, Kak Thl ce0s1 4yBCTBYelllb? Mbl yXke MoYTH MpH-
ObUTM. — BHMMaTenpHO MOCMOTpeB Ha chiHa, CHibBa HE MOTJIa
HE CIIPOCUTh, B TJIyOMHE AYIIU HA/IEsICh, UYTO €€ ChIHA He Oecro-
KOWJIM OYEePEAHbIE KOIIIMapBhI.

— 3ameuarenbHo, Mama. Sl 4yBCTBYIO ceOsl Tak, CIIOBHO XO-
poto Bbicnasicsi. — [TocMoTpeB Ha oTia AXEpOH HE CMOT Cep-
’KaTh JIETKOM YJBIOKY, Be[lb UMEHHO OJ1aroiapsi eMy OH CMOT pac-
CNaOUTHCS U OTJOXHYTh, HAKOHEII He TeP3aeMBbIil KOIIIMApOM.



JleMuaH xe B TOT MOMEHT MOT JIMIIb CJIETKa YJIBIOHYThCS B
OTBET, MPOI0JIKas CUJETh POBHO, CJIOBHO cTpena. Ha mpotsike-
HWU BCEW JIOPOTY OH He pacciadiisiyicss HU Ha CEKYHILY, B JIIOOOM
MOMEHT IOTOBBIH 3allMIIATh CBOIO CEMBIO IO CAMOTO KOHLIA.

Tem He MeHee yxe CIycTs ojJaca KapeTa HaKOHell OCTaHO-
BUJIACh, U PbILIAPU BCKOPE HecIIellla OTKPbLIM ee JBepu. [lemuan
BbIOpaJICs MEepBbIM, a ciiefoM 1 CuiibBa ¢ AXepOHOM. Yxke cell-
Yyac OHM HAXOAWJIMCh B camoM IieHTpe Urpuaa, a Heganeko ot
HMX HaxXOAWJIOCh IIOMCTHHE IPEKPACHOE aPXUTEKTYPHOE COOpY-
xenue — LlepkoBb Apuanmero Ceera!



I'maBa 9. Urpun.

AXepoH MHOTO pa3 Tocelan 3Ty epKOBb, HO Jake ceiuac
IIpY €e BUJIe OH MOT JIMIITb BHOBb MCIIBITHIBATH OJJHO TOJIBKO BOC-
XHINEHUE, TO U JIEJIO TIOpakasach ee HEOOBIKHOBEHHOW KpacoTe 1
csaTocTH. [locTpoeHHast u3 6esIoro r1ajkoro KaMHsl, OHa CJIOBHO
CclierKa CBEeTHJIach, OCBelaeMast JaJeKMMU JTy9aMuy COJTHIIA.

Konokosa 1o 1 1e10 3BOHWIN, B3BbIBAs K I1aCTBE, HATIOMUHA-
HUS1 O BpEMEHU OYEpETHOM MOJMUTBBI. VIX SICHBIM M YHCTBIA TOHT
3By4aJl 10 BCEMY I'OpPOAY, Ka3aJI0Ch, 9TOT 3BOH MOI' OIVIyLLUTh, HO
OH CJIOBHO JIETKUI OpH3 JIAaCKAJI YIIIM, BbI3bIBAsI B CEPALIAX CIIbI-
HIAIUX, TOJIKO CHOKOMCTBHE M YMUPOTBOPEHHE.

MHOkecTBO Jofiel BXOIWIN U BBIXOAWIN U3 LIEPKBU. Bosib-
IIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBLJIO OJIETO B PSICHI, HA TPYAM KOTOPHIX TO U JIe-
JI0 MEJIbKAJIM pa3HOOOpa3Hbie IMOIEMbI, O3HAYAIOIINE UX JTOMIK-
HOCTH U TIOJIOKEHU S MPH LIEpKBU. Bce Ka3aioch uaeaibHbIM, Y1-
CTHIM Y HAITOJTHEHHBIM CBSITOCTBIO.

OpHako Jaxke cpeav BCEH 3TOM YUCTOTHI, NPABEJAHOCTH U
CIIPaBEAIMBOCTH CKPBIBAJICS MPakK, 00JIb 1 cCaMO€ TJIaBHOE — I'O-
Jo1. MHOXeCTBO M3Ma3aHHbIX HEU3BECTHO B YEM HECUACTHBIX
JIONEN CUAENO BO3JIE LEPKBU, MPOTATUBasl TPACYLLUECs, IpsA3-
Hble pyKu. VX rofoBsl ObUTM OMYINEHBI, TOTJA KaK yCTa TBEPIH-



JIM JIMIIIb O MUJIOCTHIHUA. HekoTophle U3 HUX JIMIIb HA MEepPBbIA
B3IJISI]] KA3aJIMCh 37I0POBBIMHU, APYTHe ke He UMENU MO0 PYKH,
100 HOru. MHOXECTBO MCKaJIeYeHHBIX JIIo[el cOOpasiuCh, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, B OTHOM €JVUHCTBEHHOM, BCE ellle CIIOCOOHBIM Ha MUJIO-
cepaue Mecre.

HaOmopas 3a stuM 3penuineM AXepoH 4YyBCTBOBA JIMIIb
HeOBIBaTYIO kanocTh. EMy Bceraa ObUIo yKacHO MevaibHO 32 Mo-
JOOHBIX JIOMEH, Ubsl y4acTh MPOBECTU OCTATOK XU3HU PACCUU-
TBIBAS JIMIIIb HA YYKO€, a MOPOM U KpaHE PeIKOEe MUJIOCEPIUE.

— AXepoH NOoIUH, elle ycreellb HACMOTPeTbcsl. — MeICH
AXepoHa yXOM/Iv Bce JaJibliie U AajIbllle, OAHAKO B CIIETYIOMINI
MM €r0 yXe IIpepBaJ IojI0C MaTepH, B3SBILEH €ro 3a pyKy U Jie-
T'OHBKO MOTSIHYBIIEH 32 COOOIA.

— ITocToi Mam... 3M... MOXKET... JaJUM UM HEMHOTO JIEHET...
— HenoBko mocMoTpeB Ha MaTh U OOEpHYBIIErocs 0TI, AXe-
POH MOT TOJIbKO YKa3aTh PYKOU B CTOPOHY TOJITBI TPOCSIIUX MU-
JIOCTBIHM JIIOIEN.

Tem He MeHee, NOA B3NIAAAMU PONUTENIEM OH YXKE CITyCTS
MUT TIO9YBCTBOBAJI, CJIOBHO CEJIAJI YTO-TO HE TaK, OJHAKO Aaxe
IPEXKJIE, YEM OH YCIIEN HEJIOBKO OTKA3aTbCs OT CBOEU 3aTeH, CO-
KpylLIasich O TOM, YTO y HEro Her cBoux AeHer, CuibBa TEIUIo
YIBIOHYJIACh, TOTPEMaB ero IO TOJIOBE.



— KoneuHo, Musbii, Aepxku. JJal KaxaoMy MO 4yTb-4yTh U
BO3BPALIAKCA CloJa IOCKOpee.

YBuzeB onoOpeHue B riiazax MaTepu, AXepoH JIMIIh MEJTbKOM
B3IJISIHYJT HAa OTIIA U YBUJEB, KAK TOT KUBHYJI, IPKO YJILIOHYJICS,
CJIE/IOM YK€ HECTICIIIHO HAITPaBJIAACh K psAJaM MHOKECTBA CUJS-
HIMX Y HEPKBU JIIOAEH.

[Toka oH e, TO U JeJI0 3aMevasl KOCBIE B3IVIAIbI, HAITPABJICH-
Hble Ha HUX. HeKoTopble IIeBaIMCh B UX CTOPOHY, JPYTHUE JIUIb
OTBOJIWJIY B3IJIS/Ibl, HO OBUIM U TAKKE, KTO HE MOOPEe3roBas 1axe
ynaputh Horoid. CBOMM MeJIJIEHHBIM TEMITOM OH JJOOMpaJcs Tyla
1Ie/yl0 MUHYTY, TIO9TOMY HaOJI0Aal 3a COOBITUSIMU, CJIOBHO 32
KApTUHOM.

— 3a4eM OHM TaK IMOCTYMAIOT... 3TU HECUACTHBIE JIIOAU KE U
Tak cTpajaioT... — CMOTps Ha Oe3pas3nuuue, a Mopor 1 KeCTo-
KOCTb MPOXOKUX K TOPITYy AXepOHa He MOT He MOJCTYIUTH TsKe-
Jb1id KoM. OH MTPOCTO HE MOT TMOHSATh, MIOYEMY HEKOTOPBIE JIIOAU
HACTOJIBKO KECTOKH.

Tem He MeHee yxke B CeIyIOIIMI MUT OH MOJOIIEIN K OTHOMY
Y3 HECUACTHBIX, KOTOPHIM OKa3aJICsl KAKOW-TO CTAPUK C CEAbIMU
BOJIOCAMU U JIMIIIEHHBI 00oux Hor. He mymasi, OH TyT e OTChI-
naJl HeCKOJIbKO OPOH30BBIX MOHET B €ro JIaJjOHb, OTYEro Iyia3a



CTapyvKa BMUT 3a0JIECTENIH, @ U3 €0 YCT MOJIMJICS HECKOHYAEMbIA
TIOTOK OJIarofapHOCTEN.

— Bnarocnosu Bac Bemukas marts, rocrioguu! Biarocnosu
Bac Spuanimmii Ceet! Bek Bam XuUTh 1 Oe/ibl HE 3HATH !

AxepoHy OBUIO HEJIOBKO, YTO-JIMOO OTBEYaTh, IMOITOMY OH
JIMIIb TaKKe HEJOBKO Y/bIOasIcs, TO U Jes10 63 OCTAaHOBKHU KHU-
Bas. JlociyIas cTapyka 10 KOHIIA ¥ OTOM[1s, OH CHOBA IOBTOPHII
TO XK€ caMoe, OTCHINAask HECKOJIbKO OPOH30BBIX MOHET B3POCIIOH
’KEHIIIMHE, Y KOTOPOW OTCYTCTBOBaJa PyKa M ObLT BHIOWT IJ1a3.

— C-cnacu6o... 1-100psIi r-rocroaux... — Croa Garogap-
HOCTEW HA4aJIv BBIXOAUTD U3 YCT KEHIIMHBI, OTHAKO €€ peyb Obl-
Jla KpaiilHe MCKOBEPKAaHHOW M MCKaXEeHHOH, HO AXepoHY ObLIO
BCE PaBHO Ha 3TO, OH JIMIIb TEIUIO Y/IbIOasIcs, I Ha Hee, Co-
JKajies] TOJIBKO O TOM, 4TO HE MOXKET OKa3aTh €M ele OOJIbIIen
HIOMOLIH.

OH npopoikai Tak 0 TeX MOKa y Hero He 3aKOHYMJIMCh BCe
MOHETHI, KOTOpBIE eMy J1ajia Mama. Ero ria3a cierka Gnecrenu ot
clie3, Be/lb eMy OblTa KpaliHe aJib BCeX ITUX JIONEeH U eclii Obl
OH MOT, OH OBl 1 JIaJIbIle MPOJOJIKaJ IOMOTaTh UM.

— Korna s Beipacty st Oyay momorarh BCeEM, M IOCTAPAOCh,
YTOOBI TAKUX CTPAIAIONINX JIIOfIEH OOJIbIIIe HUKOTIA He ObLUIO!



bpocuB mocnenHuid B3IV Ha HECYACTHBIX, AXEpPOH Cclie-
JIOM YK€ HayaJl UJITH 0OpaTHO, KOTAa BAPYT CO CITMHBI TIOCIIBI-
majacs cAaaBieHHbI Xpun. OOepHYBIIUCh, OH MOT JIUIIb 000-
MJIETh OT MPOMCXOASAIIETO, Be/lb JIBOE€ KPEMKUX MYKUUH HAYaJIU
MOOUYEPETHO OTOMpaTh OYKBAJIBbHO TOJBLKO UTO OTIAHHBIE STUM
HECYACTHBIM JTIO[ISIM OPOH30BbIC MOHETHI.

— Y-yT0 3T10? — AXEpOHY ceiuac Ka3aaoch, 4YTO IPOUCXO-
JUT KAKOE-TO TeaTpaibHOE NIPEACTaBIEHUE, OIHAKO JIETKUE TOJI-
TOHSIOIIYE TMHKY U CIIABJICHHBIE, O0JIe3HEHHbIE X PUTTHI HECUYaCT-
HBIX TOBOPUJIA 00 OOpPaTHOM.

[MaHnvyecku OTIAIBIBASICH IO CTOPOHAM, OH YBUET HECKOJIb-
KO CTPaXHUKOB, JICHMBO CTOSIIIIUX HA CBOEM IMOCTY. VX B3IJIsiIbI
MIOPOM IIPOHOCUJTUCH IO TPYIIIE HECYACTHBIX, KOTOPBIX B JIAHHBIN
MOMEHT IyOJIMYHO Tpadmiiv, HO B X TOJIOBAX, Ka3aJIoch Jake He
MPOJIETAJIO MBICJIEH, YTOOBI CIIETIATh XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib.

BHOBb TiepeBenss B3MIsS Ha JIByX OOpa3vH, BBIOMBAIOIIMX
JEHbI'd, AXepPOH MIOHUMAJT, YTO OH HE CMOXKET OOBSICHUTh IM UTO-
7100, TIOSTOMY HEMHOTO TIOIyMaB TYT e HallPaBUJICS K TPyIITe
CTOSIIIIUX HETIOAaJIeKy Oe3MSITEeKHBIX CTPaKHUKOB.

— Hapno ckasare uMm, 4TOOBI OHM [IOMOIJIA 9TUM JIIogsAM!. —
Ceityac AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO CIIEHTHO OeKaTh K CTPAKHUKAM, OfI-



HAKO yCTaJIOCTh yXe Havasia AaBaTh O ceOe 3HaTh, OTUETO ero Jbl-
XaHHe Y9aCTUIIOCh, a JIOO MOKPBUICS UCTIAPUHOM.

[Tonowias k cTpaxke, AXepOH HEMHOT'O OTABIIIAJICS, TO U AEJIO
HEPBHO OMISAABIBASICH HA HECUACTHBIX, KOTOPBIX JIO CUX TIOP TeC-
HWIU ABOE JOPOAHBIX MYKUYHH.

— DM... IPOCTUTE... TaM BBIMOTAIOT JIEHbIU U-U U30UBAIOT
JONieH... — AXEpOH C TPYyJOM MoA0Opall Hy)KHbIE CJIOBA, OJHO-
BPEMEHHO C 3TUM YKa3blBasl PyKOM, OJHAKO CTPAXKHUKHU CJIOBHO
JaKe He CJIBIIIAIIM €T0, TPOA0JIKAS 3aHUMAThCS CBOMMHU JEJIaMH.
— Il-nmpoctute T-TaM....

AXepoH pelni NOBTOPUTD €llle pa3, AyMasi, YTO MOXET ero
TIONIPOCTY HE PACCIIbIIIAIN, OTHAKO JJAXe MPEK/E, YEM OH yCIel
JIOTOBOPHUTb, OJJUH U3 CTPAKHUKOB YK€ MPAYHO HaXMYPHJICS.

— Wnm orcrona, cbin ipulmyapl. He Bumuib, Jmoau 3aHSITH?
— I'py00 BBICKA3aBIIUCh W CIUTIOHYB Ha TOJ, CTPAXKHHK YKe B
CJIeIYIOILINI MUT BEPHYJICA K CBOeMy Oe3/ielTbio, He oOpariias 00-
Jiee HUKAKOr0 BHUMAHUSI HA HETMIOHSATHOTO MaJlbuyraHa.

Vcabimas cKka3aHHbIe eMy CJI0Ba, AXEpOH ke B 9TOT MOMEHT
MOT JIMIIb CTOSITh KK UCTYKaH, HeIOHMMAIOIIe MOprasi IJia3amu.
OH XO0Ten cKa3aTh YTO-HUOY/b ellle, OOBUHUTH UX B XaJIATHOCTH,
He coOoieHre 00SI3aHHOCTEH, HO 0OepHYBIIINCH OOPaTHO YBU-



ACJI JIKIb, YTO ABOC MYXKXYMH YK€ MCUYC3JIU, KAK U JEHbIU, YTO
OH OTAaJ. Ocranuch umib HECYACTHLIC, KOTOPbIM OH IIbITAJICA
NMOMOYb, 1 KOTOPBIC BBITJTIAACTIA ceryac CIIC XYIKE ITPEIKHETO.

K ero ropiy TyT e MOACTYNWI TSDKEJBIA KOM, a oOuaa Ka-
3aJ1aCh HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHA, YTO OH XOTEN PACIUIaKaThCs MPSIMO
31ech U ceriyac. OH He TIOHUMAJI, KaK JIIOIU MOTYT OBbITh TaKH-
MU 0e3pa3IMUHBIMU K 4yKUM OeJjaM, KOTOpble POUCXOIAT OyK-
BaJIbHO y TeOs IJ1a3ax, He TOBOPS yKe O TOM, YTO 3TO OblIa MX
npsiMasi OOSI3aHHOCTb.

— Bp#I OGecrionesHsiii Mycop! Bel He nMeeTe TTpaBoO Ha3biBaTh
ceOsl CTpaXXHUKAMHU, BeJb BbI IIPOCTO HUKYEMHBIE, JKATKHUE TPY-
cbl! — CHOBA OITISIHYBIIMCh HA CTPAKHUKOB, AXEpOH, HE CIep-
’KaBIIKCh TYT )K€ HA4YaJl HA HUX KpUYaTh, TOT/IA KaK MeYabHbIe
CJie3bl OOWIBI YKe TEKJIU U3 ero Iyas.

MHoXecTBO JIIofiel TO U AeJI0 Opocain Ha Hero pasjipakeH-
HBIE B3IJIS/BI, & CTPAKHUKU B CBOIO OYEPE/Ib MOTJIM TOJIBKO 000-
MJIETh OT Takoil aep3octu. [logHsABIIMCH, OOUH U3 HUX CHavyasla
KakK ClieyeT OrJIsIIeNICs, a TIOCIIe TIOHSIB, YTO HUKTO He oOparaer
0c0o00ro BHUMAHUsI Ha KPUKH COTUISIKA TTOKA3aTeTbHO TIOJIOKIIT
PYKY Ha PyKOSITKY CBOEroO Meua.

— Tloxoxe y TeOst CIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3[J0POBbsI, TataH. Jlyurire
Ui ION0OPY-TI03JJOPOBY, MOKA CaM He CTaJl CHJETh BO3JIE IIePK-



BH, BBIIIpalivMBada MUJIOCTBIHH.

YcapimaB ¢ioBa CTpakHUKA, AXEPOH MOT TOJILKO UCITYTaThCst
TI0J] CTOJIb TSAXKEJIBIM B3IJISIOM, TYT K€ OTCTyIas Ha HECKOJIBKO
I1aroB Ha3a]] U HEYKJIIOXKE YIUpasich B ueil-to cuityaT. K ero cua-
CTBI0, 0OEPHYBIIIUCH YTOOBI N3BUHUTHLCS OH C Y/IUBJIEHHEM 3aMe-
THJI CBOETO OTLA, YTO YK€ TBEPAO CTOSI MO3aAU HETO.

— Tloxoxe y momoGHOro mMycopa, Kak Thl, MOSIBIJIACH CMe-
JIOCTb, Pa3 OH MOCMEJI 3arOBOPUThH TaK C JIBOPSHUHOM. — bBpo-
CHB KeCTOKHI B3[JIsI[l HA CTPaKHUKA, [leMraH B CBOIO ouepelib
HE MIPEMUHYJI OCMOTPETh KakKI0ro U3 HUX, OKa3aTeJIbHO XBaTa-
SICh 32 PYKOSITh CBOETO KJIMHKA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT rOBOPUBILINY JI0 ITOTO CTPAXKHUK, YBUJIEB I10-
JOUIEJIIEro MyKYAHY U YCIIBIILIAB €TI0 CJIOBA, TYT K€ MOHsI, 4TO
UMEET JIEJI0 C JBOPSAHUHOM, II03TOMY €rO JIMLO 10 3TOrO BbIPA-
JKaBIllee yrpo3y CKOPOH pachpaBbl pacTSHYIOCh HBIHE B YIIBIO-
Ky A00poayiHoro aeaymku. OcTanbHble e CTPaXKHUKU TYT ke
NOJAHABLINCH, YK€ BBITSHYJIUCH IO CTPYHKE.

— HomxHOo ObITh Oec momyTan MeHs, Muitops. — CKJIOHUB-
mmch Ha 90 rpajycoB U mepeBe/s B3MIAL Ha AXepoHa CTpax-
HUK 3anpuunTal. — [IpocTute, Baria MUJIOCTh, pa3yMeeTCsl, Mbl
HalJIeM TeX OaHIMTOB M HaKakeM HX TI0 BCE CTPOrOCTH 3aKOHa.



YciblilaB cnoBa CTpakHUKA, [leMuaH Juiib 3akaTuil rjas3a,
MOHUMasl, YTO HUKTO He OyIeT HUKOTO UCKATh, €CJIM TOJIbKO OH He
3aliMETCS STUM AeJIoM JTUUHO. OJIHAaKO JeHCTBOBATh CBOEBOJILHO
Ha TEPPUTOPUU JIPYroro JIBOPSIHMHA OH He cOOMpaJcs, Aa U He
HMEJIO 9TO CMBICIIA.

— BbI yk nocrapanTech, JIOAbIPH, Bellb U3-3a BaC T JIIOAU
nocrpananu! Kak Bel BooOie Moxerte cebst Tak Bect?! Bol gaxe
yrpoxajii MHe pacrpaBoii! — Beicka3aB Bce, 4TO ObUIO Y HETO
Ha ay1e, AXepoH JaKe 3aKalUIsUICA OT HEXBATKY KACIOPOJa, TO
Y JIEJIO BBITUPAS CJIE€3bl PyKaBOM.

CrpaxHUK *e MOT JIMIIb MPOAOJIKATh CTOSATh C OMYIIEHHOW
TOJIOBOM M MOKPOM OT XOJIOJHOIO IMOTa CHWHOM, BBICIYIIMBAS
MPUYUTAHUS KAKOTO-TO COIUISIKA O XKU3HU, B AyIIIE HAJIESACh, UYTO
JIBOPSTHUH HE COOMPAETCsl EMy MCTUTh, BEJlb B TAKOM CITydae eIe
K yTpy OH OyneT OONTaThCsl HA BUCENUIIE, U €IMHCTBEHHBIMU
CUACT/IMBBIMU B 9TOU CUTYallUU CTAHYT BOPOHBI, MUPYIOIIME HA
€ro KOCTSIX.

— Tlonuii, AXepoH, HaM Mopa. — YBUJIEB, YTO COCTOSIHUE
ChIHA YXYIIIWIOCH, [leMuaH He XOTel MpoJoKaTh 3TOT (hapc U
TeMm 0ojiee MCTUTh 3TUM CTPAKHUKAM, CIIEIOM YKe pa3BepurBa-
SIChb U1 HAYMHAS HECTICIITHO YXOAUTbD.

KuBHyB, AXepOH MOT' TOJIBKO OPOCHUTH MOCIETHUN B3I HA



CTPaXXHUKOB U HAIPaBUThCS Beiel 3a oTioM. OH Jlaxe He JyMal
0 KaKoW-JIMO0 MEeCTH UM, TIPOCTO HAJIESJICSI, YTO OHU OOPa3yI0TCs
Y CMOT'YT CTaTh JyYIIAMH JIIOIbMHU.

XOTs1 CTPaKHUKY YyTb JIM HE KJISUTUCh, YTO HAWAYT STHX OaH-
JWTOB, B TIIyOWHE Ty OH M CaM MOHMMAJ, YTO STOTO He Mpo-
U30MJET U OT 3TOro emy ObLJIO elle MeyaibHee.

— K10 e Torma 3aiiuTUT U IOMOKET STUM JIIoAAM?

AXepoHy CTaHOBWJIOCH YKAaCHO CTPAIIIHO 32 Y4aCTb BCEX ITUX
HECYACTHBIX, CUASAIIMX BO3JE LIEPKBU, MIO3TOMY OH TO U [JIEJI0
OIJISIABIBAJICS] HA HUX, C KQXK/IBIM IIArOM OTIAJISISICh BCE JIaIbIIIe.

— Tl HE cMoOenTh M TOMOYb, AXepoH. He 3a0uBaii royiosy.
— CJI0BHO 3Has1, 0 YeM JlyMaeT ero chid, [leMuan gaxe He 000-
pavYMBasICh TYT ke /1aJT COBET.

— Ho mosxen xe....

— Xouemp UM NoMo4b? — OCTaHOBUBILHUCH, [leMuaH TyT xe
00epHYJICSI K CBIHY, MpHCEast U CMOTPS TOMY BPOBEHb MPSMO
eMy B 171a3a. — EC/i ThI XOUelllb UM IIOMOYb ThI JIOJKEH TIOTY-
yuTh cuity. Pazese Mor Tel UM ceituac momoub? Eciu Obl He 1,
TeOs1 ObI XOPOIIIEHHKO M30MIU. B 3TOM ropojie ThiCSAYr HUIIKX.
Ha TeppuTopusix BHICIIIMX ABOPSIH KX COTHU THICSTY, TOTIa KaK BO



BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE MWJIJIMOHBI TaKMX! A CKOJIBKO B JPYTMX KO-
ponescrBax?! CKOJIBKO TaKMX %€ BO BceM Mupe?!

Horosopus, [leMraH MOT TOJIBKO HErOAyIOLIe I0KayaTh rojo-
BOU U yCTAJIO TIOAHATHLCS, MPOAOJIKAs HATIPABIISITHCS 0OpaTHA K
keHe. OUeBHUAHO, OH HE PA3[esyl MHEHUE CBbIHA, CJIEIOM IIPO-
JIOJIKast JIMIIb TUXO TOBOPUTD:

— A THI HE CMOT IOMOYb Ja’X€ HECKOJIBKHM...

BeicymaB ceruac tupany oTia, AXepOH MOT JIMIIb IOHYPO
onyctuth rojioBy. Ci0Ba OTIIa cerdyac Ka3auch UCTUHHOM, HO B
TO K€ BPEMsI PaHUJIM €ro Cepjlle He Xyke CaMoro OCTporo Ho-
*a. OH MOHUMAJI, YTO HE CIMIOCOOEH HUKOMY ITOMOUYb... TIPaBIa
nonuMa. Ho pa3gse npoiijisgs MUMO, IPUYUTAsi O CBOEM Oeccuiine
JIydIiie, 4eM XOTs1 Obl TOMPOOOBaTh U3MEHUTH JKU3Hb OTHOTO Ye-
JioBeka?

OpHax /el B OMOTUOTEKHU ITOMECThsI OH MPOUUTAIT OTHY KHUTY.
B Hell onuceIBaIoOCh, Kak CaMblii OOBIYHBINA MPOXOASIINANA MUMO
YeJIOBEK OfIHAXk /bl TOMOT HUIlleMy. OH HUKOTJa He MPOTATUBal
HUKOMY PYKY JIO 9TOrO, HO YBHUJIEB 9TOI'O HECUYACTHOTO YeJioBe-
Ka, OH CJIOBHO YYBCTBOBAJI JIyIIIOM, UTO JIOJIKeH NMoMoub. [1o3xe,
CIyCTs MHOTHE TOJa 3TOT HECUYACTHBIA CMOT CTaTh BEJIMKUM Ye-
JIOBEKOM, M3MEHUBIIIEM BeCh MHp!



He npoiigs mumo, npuunras o Oeccuine, IOMOIIb JykKaka
W3MEeHWJIa CYbOY JIMIIL OJJHOTO YeJIOBEeKa, TOr/Ia KaK TOT B CBOIO
ouepeb U3MEeHWI Cyib0y Bcero mupa! Tak ecThb i1 Bce e CMBICIT
B TOM, YTOOBI TIOMOTaTh OJHOMY YeJIOBEKY WJIM JydIlle POUTH
MHMO, CKa3aB: ITO JIMIIIb OJUH 13 OeCUMCIIEHHOIO MHOKECTBA. ..
1 HUYero He M3MeHIO.

AXCpOH MCAJICHHO IICJI BCJIEA 3a OTHOM, TOI'Ja Kak oecunc-
JICHHBIC MBICJIA ITPOOOJDKAIN IIPOHOCUTLCA B €I'0 I'OJIOBE. OH HU-
4Y€ro HEC NUBMEHWJT CETrOAHA, MOKET Jd:K€ HABPECANJI, HO OTHIOb...
I[a>1<e ocJie CJIOB OTHA OH HE CYUTAJI, YTO IMOCTYIINII 3PA.



I'naBa 10. IlepkoBb
Apuanmero Csera.

HemuaH ¢ AXEpOHOM YK€ BCKOpPE NMOAOIUINA K OKUJABIIEH UX
CuibBe, CTOAIIEN HENOAAIEKY OT IOBO3KHU U COITPOBOXK IAIOIIIEH -
csl IByM# phlLIApsIMU. YBU/IEB 3albIXaBIIIErOCs ChIHA, OHA TYT ke
0eCMOKOIHO MOAOIIIA K HEMY, aKKYPaTHO BHITUPAs IIATKOM IOT
c ero Joa.

— AxepoH, He Oeraii Tak Oosbirie. Thl ke 3Haelb, 4To Tede
HeJb3s nepeHanpsaratbcsi. — CuibBa ¢ JIeTKUM OeCITOKOHCTBOM
3aMpUUMTANA, HA YTO AXEPOH MOT JIUIIIb HEJIOBKO YJIBIOHYTHCS U
KMBHYTb Ha CJIOBa MaTepHu.

— CuibBa, AxepoH nonutute. Caino, beprpam Bbl ocTane-
Tech 31ech. S He Jymalo, 4yTo Hac He OyIeT CIMIIKOM YK JOJI-
ro, TaK 4TO HaOepUTECh TeprieHnsl. — YCIbIaB cioBa [lemMuana,
JBOE PbILIAPEN MOIJIM TOJILKO KUBHYTh, CJIEJOM YK€ HalpaBJsi-
sCb 00paTHO K Kapere. — U He 3a0bIBaii AXepOH, Mbl TTPHOBLIH
10 BaKHOMY [IeJTy KacaloIierocsi Te0st IMYHO M OCTaJIbHBIE MTPO-
OJIeMbI IOOKTYT.

AXCpOH MOI' TOJIBKO COITIAaCUTBCA CO CJIOBAMM CBOCIo OTHa,
OT6paCbIBaH JIMITHUC TMIEPEIKNBAHUSA, BEIb Y HCTO U BIIPSAMb XBa-



TaJIo CBOMX MPOOJIEM, M HY)KHO CHaJajia pa3o0paTbcst XOTs Obl ¢
HUMH.

He Tpars Gonbliie BpeMenu, [leMuaH cieioM yxe Nolien npsi-
MUKOM K IIepKBH, Torna kak CriibBa, iepska ChbiHa 32 PyKY Harpa-
BUJIACh CPasy CJIe/IOM 32 HUM. XOTsI OH MOT ObI [TOCETUTD [IEPKOBb
Y CO CBOMMHU PBIIIAPSMU, OTHAKO 3TO CUUTATIOCH ObI IyPHBIM TO-
HOM, TMOKYJa CUUTAJIOCh, YTO B LIEPKBU Y JIIOJE HET BParoB, B
0COOEHHOCTH Y BacCaJIOB KOPOHBI, KOUMU U SIBJISUIUCH ABOPSIHE.

Yem Omke AXEpoH MogOMpasics K IEpKBU, TeM OoJIbIle OHA
OLLYIIAJIaCh KPEMOCThIO, CJIOBHO 3ALMINAIIIYI0 BCEX OTO 3Ja.
JIBepu ObLTH TSKETBIMU M BHICOKMMH, HE MEHbITIe TPEX METPOB.
Emy kazanochk, 4To pemmB 3aiTH B IIEPKOBb 03 OTIIa, JAepiKaB-
IIEr0 JIBEPbh, TO OH HE CMOT ObI JJa)ke OTBOPUTH MX, HACTOJILKO
KA3aJIUCh TSIKEJIbl 3TH JIBE IMOX0KHE Ha KOJIOHHBI IBEPH.

[lonas BHYTpb 1 IpOWs Y€pe3 ABOMHYIO apKy, COEJMHEHHYIO
HEOOJIbIIMM [MOMEIIEHUEM C ellle OHUMU TAKUMU K€ JBEPbMH,
IIIyM ¥ TOMOH TOJIIbI C YJIMILIBI CMEHUJICS] ADCOMIOTHOM TUILIMHOM.
HukTo He roBopwi, JMIb TUXO CTymas MO LIEPKBHU, BO3KUras
cBeuH, OIaroBOHMS 1 OJ1aro4ecTUBO MOJISICh.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MUHYT M3 IJTyOUH LIEPKBH JI0 yiend Axe-
POHA YK€ JIOHECIIOCh THXO€ U TaKOE YCIIOKAMBAIOIIUe TIeCHOIe-
Hre. OHO Ka3aJoch U JAJICKUM, U OJIM3KUM OTHOBPEMEHHO, HO



MOKY/Ia Thl HAXOMJICS B LIEPKBH, TO 00S13aTEIIbHO YCIBIIIHIIb €10
B moboii ee vactu. [loce ynapa Komokomna rpymma CiryKuTenen
coOpanachk Ha OOIIYI0 MOIUTBY, 1 UIMEHHO UX MECHONEHUs pas-
HOCHUJIUCh O BCEH LIEPKBH.

AXEepOoH He 3HaJl, YTO UMEHHO 3HAyar CJIOBa, BBIXOAALIME Mpe-
KPAaCHOU IECHEN 30 PTa CIIyKUTEJIEU LIEPKBU, OOHAKO 3TO HECO-
MHEHHO ObLJ1 JIUILIb OIVH U3 OECYUCIIEHHBIX KYILIETOB, YTO HaXO0-
JWJICA B ellle OOMBIIUX CBATBIX CBUTKAX M KHUI'AX, BO3HOCSIIMX
Benukyo mats 1 Apyanmmii Cser.

CkonbKo Obl pa3 AXepOH He MOCela IIEPKOBb OH He MOT Tie-
pecraTh BOCXHIIATHCSA, Be/lb OHA OblIa IIOCTPOEHA C HEBOOOPa3H-
MBIM BeJMureM. Boiins BHYTpb, OH 4yBCTBOBAJI CE0s1 TAKUM Ke
3alUINEHHBIM, KaK ¥ TIO CYPOBBIM B3MIs,IOM OTHA. OIHAKO 3TO
ObLJ1a CJIOBHO COBCeM Jipyrasi 3ammra. Eciu moj B3risaoM otia
OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro HeJ0OpOKesaTeu 3arviaTsIT, TO 31eCh
OH YYBCTBOBAJI, CJIOBHO HUKAKHX HeZIOOpOKeIaTesiei u He Oyrer,
CJIOBHO 3JI0 HE TIOCMEET CYHYThCSI B 9Ty CBATYI0 obutens. Mo-
KET TO OBLIO MPABJIOA, @ MOKET JIUIIb MBICIISIMU JAEBSATHIIETHETO
MaJIbuMKa, YTO TOpeBasl HaJl y4acThi0 CTPAJAIONIHX JIOEH, ITPo-
CALIMX MWIOCTBIHIO CHAPY KU BCEU 9TOU CBATOCTH.

Ilocepeaune *e OrpOMHOIO M KpacHWBOIO 3ajla HaXOAWJIACH
CTaTys KEHIIWHbBI, Yell TPEKPACHBIN JIUK ObLT CKPBIT BYaJbIO,
OCTaBJIsIsl OTKPBITHIMU JIMIIb €€ HE MEHEEe MpPEeKpacHbIe IJ1a3a,



CJIOBHO MPUTATHBAIOIIME K ceOe Bce B3ophl BXxoasmuXx. [lox cra-
Tyell HA MOHyMeHTe ObUIM BBIPE3aHbl JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO CJIOB Ha
sI3bIKE 1IEpPKBU - Benukas mate, ajanb Apuaniiero Ceera.

AXepoH 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPEJT Ha CTaTYI0, TO U IEJIO NEPeUn-
ThIBas CJIOBA, HAIIMCAHHbIE HA MOHYMeHTEe. OH IIJIOXO 3HAJ SA3bIK
IIEPKBH, KOTOPBI 10 COBMECTHTEIBCTBY OBLT SI3BIKOM JIABHO pa3-
PYILLIEHHOM UMIIEPUHU, OJHAKO UMEHHO 3TH ISATh CJIOB OH 3HAJ Ha-
u3ycTb. OH TakXke 4MTasl HEKOTOpbIe MepeBE/IEHHbIE Ha UMIIEP-
CKHU SA3BIK CBATHIE KHUTM, B KOTOPBIX TOBOPHJIOCH, UTO J1aXkKe KO-
I71a K cCaMbIM HaOOKHBIM BEPYIOIIMM CHUCXOAUT Bennkast Mats,
TO J1aXke TOI/a €€ JIMK CKPBIT ByaJiblo, Be[lb B IPOTMBHOM CIlydae
OHM OyIyT OCJIETUIeHbl OECKOHEYHO SIPKUM CBETOM, UTO UCTOYA-
T ee JIMIIO, U JJa’ke BOCIOMHMHAHUE 00 YBUIEHHOM COTPETCS U3
ux ronoB! Hacrosnbko Obu1 O0XKECTBEHEH €€ JIMK, HEIOCTYITHBIA
B30pY CMEPTHBIX.

Benmukast math Obla mepBhIM peOEHKOM BCEro CBeTa MUpA,
MPO3BaHHOTO Ha MEPBOM Bocxoje coyHia — fpuaiimvm Cee-
TOM, TO3TOMY SIBJISIIACh OJHOBPEMEHHO BOILIOIIEHUEM OO0sKe-
CTBa U €ro JIJIaHbI0, TOr/a Kak uMeHHO SIpyaiimmii CBet ObL1 00-
T'OM BO BCEM €ro IposiBJIeHUH. borom, Kak cyThio ObitHs. MimeH-
HO 310 nponioBesioBasia Llepkoss Spuaiiiiero Ceera.

B stor momenT CuibBa MOIJIA TOJNBKO JIETOHBKO HOTSHYTh
3acMOTpeBLIerocss AXepoHa BCJIE[ 32 MYXKEM, KOTOPBI B CBOIO



o4yepeab YK€ HECIICHIA HAITPABUIICA K 3aKPbITOMY IMOMEIICHUIO,
npeaHasHavYaBIHIEMYCA JJIA TEX, KTO MCKAJI Pa3roBopa CoO CIIyKu-
TCJIAMU LICPKBU.

Boiizist BHyTph KOMHATBI, [IECHOTICHHU S OTIAIAINCH HA BTOPOi
TUIaH, XOTS JIaXe 3[1eCh X ObUIO Obl IIPEKPACHO CIIBIIIHO, €CIU
Obl HE THXHUE TOJIOCa JIIofIeH, nepeOuBaroiye ux. JlemMuan Tyt xe
HarpaBUJICS K OJTHOMY U3 CITy)XKHMTeJel LIEPKBH, YTO CTOSLT BO3JIE
KaMEHHOTO HaJrpOOusi OMHOTO U3 MOYMBIIMX CBATHIX, TAXO MO-
asick. OH AyMani O TOM, YTOOBI IEPeOUTh €ro, OHAKO HEMHOTO
MOJyMaB Y TIOHMUMasl, YTO IPUINESI C MPOCKOOW MOT TOJIBKO JIO-
KJIAThCSI TTOKA TOT HE 3aKOHYUT.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3aKOHYMB MOJIUTBY, CBSIIIIEHHUK C
YJIBIOKO#M 0OepHYJICS, OlaprBasi J00POi YIBIOKOH TPOUILY, TOCIIe
4ero rnepeseJ B3IJIs]] Ha CTOSIIIEro Brepenu Beex leMuana.

— Yem 51 Mory Bam nomoub? — CBSIICHHUK BHUMATEJIBHO
OCMOTpEJ TPOULLY, Cpa3y ke NpU3HaBas B HUX ABOPsH. Jluuo [e-
MHaHa Ka3aJloCh €My CJIETKa 3HAKOMBIM, HO TEM HE MEHEE OH TaK
Y HE CMOTI' BCIIOMHUTB, I7I€ UIMEHHO €T0 BUJIEN.

— MHe HyXHO BCTpeTUThCs ¢ enrckonoM Jlaypoil. Ckaxure,
91O ee npocut 6apoH lemuan. — JlemMuan He codupaics 10JIUThb
WIN KaK-TO YTOBapyBaTh, MPOCTO TOBOPSI BCE KaK €CTh.



Ycnblap ¢10Ba MyKYKMHBI, CBSIIIEHHUK MOT JIMITb KUBHYTh.
Ecmu ero mpocut 6apoH, Tem 6osee 3HaKoMBbIi ¢ Jlaypoid, To y
HEro MPOCTO He ObLIO MPUYKH OTKa3biBaTh. Eciu uto, Jlaypa Bee-
I7la MOXXET cama OTKa3aThCsl OT BCTPEYH, Be/b EMUCKOIbI ObLIN
YaCThIO BBICIIIETO JIyXOBEHCTBA U JBOPSIHE HE MOIJIA UM IPSIMO
NPUKA3bIBATh.

— $1 cooby enumckorny Jlaype o Bac. OfHako s1 He MOTY 3a-
BEPSITh, UTO OHA COTJIACUTCS Ha BCTPEUy, Belb....

— Ilpocto coobmu. Ecni oHa HE cOracuTcs, TO Tak TOMY
¥ OBITh, 51 TIPOCTO Yiy. — 3aKaTuB I71a3a, JleMuaH Mor TOJIbKO
niepeOnTh CBAIICHHUKA U TaK 3Hasl, YTO TOT COOMPAJICS CKa3aTh.

Bosick THeBa BOpsIHMHA, CBAIIEHHUK XOTEJ JIUIIb JOHECTU
MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OTBET Jlaypbl HE 3aBUCUT OT HETO, YETO OH CaM
OUYEBHUJIHO XOPOLIO IOHUMAJ, TYT K€ J1aBasi eMy CBOU OTBET.

JoOpoayIHO YABIOHYBIIKMCh U KUBHYB, CBSIIIIEHHUK CIIEIOM
yXe HECIeITHO HarpaBujcs K OOKOBOW ABEpU, YCTPEMIISISCH B
r1yOuHbI IepkBU. OH BEpHYJICS YKe CITYCTSl OKOJIO JIECSITH MU-
HYT, cOOOIasi XOPOILHE I OKUAAIOMIEN TPOULIBI BECTH.

— Enmckon Jlaypa coobuiia, 4To BCTPETUT Bac U Ballly ce-
Mb10. OfIHaKO el HY’)KHO 3aKOHYUTbh MONUTBY. [Ipoly Bac nomao-
KJIaTh 110J19aCa, MOCJIE Yero S JMYHO OTBEy BaC K HEH.



VYcnbliaB cioBa CyXuTess UepKBH, [leMuaH He 3alyMbIBa-
sIChb KMBHYJ, nocsie yero BMecte ¢ CuibBord U AXEpOHOM Bep-
HYJICSl B IJIaBHBIN 3a71, Ooniee He oOpallas HUKaKoro BHUMAaHUsI
Ha CBSAIIEHHUKA, YTO MPOBOIWII UX YJIBIOAIOIIMMCS B3TJISIOM.

— Yepes nonmyaca Bcrperumcs 31ech ke. CruabBa MOXKELIb
TIOKa IPOWTHUCh BMECTE C AXEPOHOM, €CIIM XOTUTE Pa3yMeeTCs.
— Huuero Gosee He roBopst [lemuan crnenom yxe ycelncs Ha CKa-
MEMKY, TOrJa KaKk ero MbIC/IA YHECIUCh B HEU3BECTHOM HUKOMY
KPOME HETO HallpaBJICHUMU.

KupnyB Myxy, CuibBa HarpaBUach BMECTE C CBIHOM K CTa-
Tye BeJmKoi Matepu. [1pu BXoze oHa yxe mproOpesa HECKOJIBKO
CBEYeil, MO3TOMY TYT K€ JI0CTaBasi U3 CBOEW CYyMOUKH OJIHY U3
HUX HeMe/1s nepenaia Axepony. OHa ¢ caMoro JIeTCcTBa MOJIH-
nack Benukoi marepu u Apuaitiiemy CBeTy, I0O3TOMY 3TO JeJial
Y OH, XOTs1 OHA HUKOI/Ia M HE MPUHYK/aja ero K 3Tomy.

AXepoH HUKOIJa He cOOMpAJICS TOJTHOCTBIO OCBETUTh BCETO
ce0s1 Bepe UM CTAHOBUTCS CBAIIIIEHHMKOM, OJJHAKO OH BCE PAaBHO
NIOYMTAJ LIEPKOBb U Bepwil B Benukyo mats u Apuanmmii Ceer,
KaK 4 ero Mama. Yuras MOJIMTBY, OH 3aXer CBEUYy, OJHOBPEMEH-
HO C 9TUM CTaBs ee nof crarylo. Ero cBeua Oblia Jajieko He nep-
BOi1, B€/Ib K TOMY MOMEHTY MOJl HE! CTOSJIO YK€ MHOTO COTEH
TOpSIIUX CBEYeH, TOrma Kak CrOpeBIINX ObUIM YK€ MHOTHE ThI-



CAYH.

Bmecrte ¢ Matepbio OH MPOIIIENcs 1Mo OOJbINeN YacTH JOCTYTI-
HOTO TIOMEIeHUs] 1IePKBU, TO U JeJI0 MOJISICh M 3a)Xurasi CBe-
4r. 3/1eCh OH CJIOBHO UYBCTBOBAJI ce0sl KaK HUKOTA CIIOKOWHO
Y YMUPOTBOPEHHO, OJJHAKO YCTAJIOCTh BCKOPE BCE PaBHO Hayasa
0710JIEBATH €TO.

[Nogaca mponu J0BOJIBHO OBICTPO W BCKOpPE OHU 00a Bep-
HYJMCh K TOMY MECTY, Tlie JO CuX mop cuzen [emuan, ¢ Juio
KOTOPOTO HE CXO/IMJIa MacKa 3ayMunBocTy. Hudero He roBops,
OH HECIIEIITHO TOHSIICS U HalpaBUJICSI OOpaTHO B KOMHATY, I/ie
JI0 CHX TIOp CTOSUI CBAIIIEHHUK, HbIHE OXUJIA0IINI X. KuBHYB
UM U JIaB 3HaK WITH 32 HUM, OH HECIelTHO HaIllpaBUJICS BIIIyOb
IIEpKBH, TOT/Ia KaK TPOMIIA TTOCTIEI0BAa TIPSIMUKOM 32 HUM.

[Noa3emMHast yacTh HepKBH ObLIA ellle OOJIbIe, YeM HapyXKHast
¥ 37ech AXepoH ObUI BIEPBbIE, IOITOMY KaIHO MOEAAN IIa3a-
MH BCe, UTO BUJIEJ, Kpy’Ka TOIOBOM 1o ctopoHaM. O/IHaKo, K €ro
COXaJICHUI0, BCe KOMHATHI, BeJIyIllie HeN3BECTHO Ky/a ObLIM 3a-
NIePTHI, JIAIIb U3PEIKA MPUOTKPHIBASICh BXOISIIMMU U BBIXOS-
MU TYy/Ia ¥ OOPATHO CBSIIIIEHHUKAMU U JIaXe PHIIIAPSIMU TIEPK-
Bu. CKBO3b IIEJIM OH MOPOH BUJIET OYCHb BBICOKMX M BbIPA3M-
TeJIbHBIX JIIOJIEH, HETMOXOKUX Ha OOBIYHBIX CITyKHUTEJIed, OTHAKO
€My He XBaTaJlo HM BPEMEHHU, HU 3pEHMS IOHSATh KeM OHH ObLIH
TIPY TIePKBHU.



[Iponomxast uIATH, OH OCMATPUBAJICS Be3jie, 10 KyJa MOr JI0-
TAHYThCS ero B3op. CuibBa ke JIMIIb MPUIIIsIIbIBaIa 32 HUM, B
TO BpeMs Kak JleMuaH cMOTpelT TOJIBKO BIEpes, a ero JIMIo, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, HIYETO He BhIpaskasio. JIMIb MHOT 1A JIETKOe MoJepruBa-
HUS I71a3a BBIAABAJIO €r0 HE COBCEM OeCIEeYHOE COCTOSIHUE, OfI-
HAKO HEM3BECTHO KaKyI0 SMOIIMIO OH UCTIBITHIBAJI HA CAMOM JIeJie.

Tem He MeHee BpeMmsi JIUIIIb MPOAOJIKAJIO CBOM HEYMOJMMbII
XO[l ¥ YK€ uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CBSIIIIEHHUK HAKOHEI] OCTaHO-
BUJICS BO3JIe OOBIYHOM HA BUJI IBEPH, MIEPEBOJISI B3I/ HA TPO-

uity.

— Enuckon Jlaypa 3a 3Ton 1Bepbio B oxuganuu Bac. Moxe-
T€ 3aXO[UTh, a s TEM BpeMeHeM Oyay kJaTb Bac 3[€Ch U OTBE-
Ay 0OpaTHO MOCJIe TOro, Kak BallX jesa 3/1ech OyyT OKOHUYEHBI.
[Moxanyiicta, eciiv BAPYr KaKUM-TO 4yAOM MEHS 3[1eCh HE OKa-
JKETCs1, HUKyJa HE OTXOIUTE.

CkazaB Bce, YTO HYKHO ObLIO CKa3aTh CBSIIIEHHUK OCTAJICS
CTOSITh, TUXO YUTasi MOJIUTBY, Oosiee He oOpariasi Ha TPOUX To-
CTeld HMKAKOro BHUMaHUs. EMy He XOTeJlIOCh OCTaBaThCs 3/1€Ch
CTOSITh, HO HE CITY)XKUTEJISIM 3aMpeliagoch OpOAUTh MO MOA3eM-
HOM YacTH LEPKBH, MO3TOMY OH ObLI BBIHYXAEH IMPOCIEIUTD,
9TOOBl OHM BBIILIM TaKke, Kak U Bouu. Eciu BIpyr okaxer-
Csl, UTO JIIO[IM, KOTOPBIX OH IPUBEJ B MOA3EMHYIO YaCTh LIEPKBU



Jla’ke C TIO3BOJIEHHSI eTHCKOTIA, PHIIIYT MOBCIOY, TO HE CHOCUTD
€My TOJIOBBbI.

JleMuaH *e B 3TOT MOMEHT He coOupasicst Oojiee TpaTuTh Bpe-
Msl, 1 HE 3a/lyMbIBasiCh, KaKk M He oOpainas y:xe HUKaKoro BHH-
MaHHsI Ha CJIOBa CBAIEHHUKA TYT € OTKPbUI JIBepb U 3allell
BHYTPb, a CJIEZIOM 32 HUM BOLLIU U AXepoH ¢ CUJIbBOU.



I'nasa 11. Jlaypa, enuckon nepkBH.

KomHara, kKoTopasi B TOT MOMEHT TpeacTaia nepea Axepo-
HOM, OTJIMYAJIach OT OPYrMX B IIEPKBU JIMIIb TEM, YTO BMECTO
MHOKECTBA JIOJIEH TyT HAXOAWJIACh TOJIBKO OHA JEBYIIKA, CTO-
AIas ceiiuac Ha KOJICHSIX Y YMTAoINAasi MOJIUTBY Tepes] CTaTyeu
Bemukon matepu. Ilog Horamu cratym Oblla TOJTBKO OTHA SIPKO
ropsiiasi cBeua, Ta, KOTOpyIo U3 pa3a B pa3 3aKUraeT JIMIIb OUH
YeJIoBeK B 9TOM Mecte — Jlaypa, ernmucKoI [epKBy.

— 4 Oblna ynuBieHa, Koraa MHE COOOIIWIN, YTO JIMYHO Oa-
poH JlemuaH MpOCUT BCTpeur co MHOUM. Hukorma 0wl He momyma-
JIa, 4TO BBI TIEpECTynuUTe mopor 1epkeu. — Jlaypa nponomkana
CHJIECTh C 3aKPHITBIMU IJIA3aMHM, TOT/Ia KaK JIMIIb €€ TUXHUI roJIoc
pa3zHeccs 1Mo KOMHare.

Ona roBopuja IIENOTOM, OJHAKO €€ CJIOBa OTYETIUBO MPO-
3By4Yald, Ka3aJloch, MPSIMO BO3JIe yIield AXEpoHa, OTYEro My-
PAIIKH TO U JIEJIO HAYaJId TTPOCKATB3BIBATh TI0 BCEMY €r0 Telly.

— Iopoii Xu3Hb BHIHYKAAET JAEHCTBOBATh HECTAaHJAPTHO. —
JeMuan nuib 6e33a00THO OTBETHII, HE YIUBJICHHBIN TeM, KaKH-
Mmu cioBamu Jlaypa Bcrpeuaer ero. Bee ke B mpoluislil pa3 OHU
paccrajauch Ha JypHOM HOTE.

— W npaBna, mopoii axe MogoOHbI BaM MOKET 0OpaTUThCS
K cBery. — Crerka ycMexHyBIIuch, Jlaypa mogHsiiace ¢ mona
Y TIOBEPHYJIACh K TPOMIIE, TOTJa KaK ee sIPKHe U SICHBIC JKeJThie
J1a3a yKe BIWJIKCH MPSIMUKOM B JlemuaHa.



Korpa Jlaypa nonHsnack, AXEpOH TSAXKENO CIVIOTHYJN, a €ro
IJ1a3a PacHIMPIIINCh OT YIUBIICHHUS, Belb €€ POCT ObLT O0Jiee IBYX
MeTpoB. OHa BO3BBIIIATACH HA LENYIO TOJIOBY J1ake MO CpaBHE-
HUIO C €r0 OTLIOM, OTYETO OH MCTIBITHIBAJI UYTh JIU He 1IOK. Ee sp-
KUe, KeNThIe 171434, CJIOBHO MbUIAH, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 1AXKe B TEM-
HOTe OHM Oy/IyT pa3roHsTh Mpak. EjiBa yBUIIEB ee, OH TYT Xke IM0-
HSUL.. OHA SIBHO HE MPOCTasl IEBYIIIKA.

Jlaype ObUIO NMIITL OKOJIO IBA/ALIATH JIET HA BUI, OIHAKO TO, C
KaKUM B3[VISII0M OHA B3upasa Ha JleMuaHa roBOpUIO O MHOTOM.
Ee nnuHHBIE CBETJIBIE BOJIOCH CTPYWIMCH IO TOJIA, TOr/A KaK B
HUX TO U JIEJI0 TPOCKaJIb3bIBaJIa CeIMHA.

— Tak 4ero xe Tebe Hago oT MeHd, demuan? Peri nose-
puth B Benukyio mate u Apuaiiimii Ceer? — C sierkoit ycMmel-
koit Jlaypa Moria TOJbKO 3aaTh BOIIPOC, JIUIIH OErsIo mpoderast
B30IsiA0M 10 CuibBe M AXEpOHY, CITyCTS MUT YK€ BHOBb BO3-
Bpailias B30I Ha Jlemuana.

— Moemy ChIHY CHSAITbCSl yKACHBIE KOILIMAPbl, B KOTOPHIX OH
HE MOXKET MPOCHYThCs. OHU TEP3al0T €ro, TOrJa Kak OHU pealib-
Hee 4ero-mdo. MHe Kaxercsi, HA HEM MOXET JIeKaTh MPOKJIs-
the. — He oOpaias BHUMaHus Ha BTopoi Borpoc Jlaypsr, [e-
MUaH cpasy nepeien K aeny. — OmHakapl s moMor Tede... Te-
nepb ¥ Thl IOMOTY MHE.

VYcapimas cnosa lemuana, Jlaypa nuiinb ycMexHys1ach, OHa-
KO HUYero 6osee He ckazania. Ee rospie cTorsl MeaJIeHHO Harpa-
BWJIUCh B CTOPOHY AXEepOHa, OTYEro OH MoOJIeAHeN TaK, CIOBHO
yBuzen npuspaka. C KaxJpIM [IaroM €nUCcKOIl Ka3aJIoCh CTaHO-



BWJIACh JIMIIIb BCE BBIIIE, 3aTMEBasi coO00 Bee. Hukorna mpex e
OH HE BUJIeJI KOTO-TO CTOJIb BBICOKOI'O, HE TOBOPS yXke O €€ IJ1a-
3aX, YTO CJIOBHO 3a4apOBBIBIM CMOTPSIILIETO B HUX.

IMonoiins BIUIOTHYIO K AXEpOHY, OHA MPOTSIHYJIa CBOIO PYKY K
€ro notOOPOAKY, MOAHUMAS €70 B3IJISI K CBOEMY, BCMATPHUBAsICh
B IIIyOWHBI YEpPHBIX, KaK OMYT r71a3. Ee pyku Obumn OeaHbIMU
Y XOJIOAHBIMH, O/IHAKO CJIOBHO HAIOJHEHHBIMU CKPBITOI CUIION.
JITMHHbBIE HOTTH Ha pyKax, Ka3aloch, MOIJIM C JIETKOCTBIO MOpe-
3aTh €r0 KOXY, HO TEM HE MEHee ee XBaTKa Obljla KpailHe HeXHa.

— TBolii chIH sIBHO He momen B Te0s1, lemuan. OH Takou XpyTi-

Yem Oosbine Jlaypa roBopuia, Tem cuiibHee CuibBe He Hpa-
BWJIOCH Mpoucxofsinee. JleByika nepen Hel XO0Th U OblIa eru-
CKOTIOM LIEPKBH, Ka3aJlach, KAK MUHIMYM HEOOBIYHOM, TEM He
MeHee OHa HUYEero He TOBOPHIIA, CUMTasI, YTO ee MyX pazoepercs
CO BCEM $SIBHO KyJa JIydllle, YeM OHa cama.

— Tw1 yro-HMOYB 3amMeTHIa? — He oOpaiias BHUMaHKS Ha
CJIOBa enucKorna, JleMuaH Mor TOJIbKO HEMeAJIs 3aJJaTh BOIIPOC.

Ero ouenp Oecriokows1 ciydail ¢ AXepoOHOM, B MPOTUBHOM
clyvae, Kak U ckasaza Jlaypa oH Obl HUKOIja He IIpUILeN B Liep-
koBb. OH He 0100PsIT HU UX BepY, HU X CKPBIThIE JEWCTBUS, CBU-
JeTesieM KOTOPbIX OH OfHaX bl cTasl. OHAKO eMUCKON U BIPSIMb
MorJ1a U30aBUTHCS OT MPOKJISATHS, €CITU TAKOBOE AEUCTBUTEIIBHO
ObLJIO HAJIOXKEHO Ha ero ChlHa.

— $1 He BUKY HUKAKOT'O MPOKJISATHSI, OJHAKO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE
B HEM BCE K€ €CTb, HO 3TO, OJJHAKO, HE MTOXOKE HU Ha 4TO C YeM



s paHbIlle UMena Jeno... uHTepecHo. — Omyckasi mogdopoaoK
AxepoHa, Jlaypa BHOBb B3IIsIHY/Ia Ha lemuana. — {1 unrana me-
JUILIMHCKUE TPAKThl O OOJIE3HU TBOETO ChIHA... CIIy4ail U BOPSIMb
YHUKaJIbHBIH. Sl IpoBeny cBoe 0coboe OUMIIIeHUE, U €CIT Ha HeM
U €CTh KaKOe-TO 3JI10, TO OHO OyJIeT YHUUTOXKEHO.

— W 4T0 )€ Takoro CTpaHHOro Thl yBUAEAa? — YNEepeBIIUCH
B3rIs170M B Jlaypy, Jlemuan TyT ke mpoueau CKBO3b 3yObl.

C Kax 0¥ CEKyHIOM 1 KaXAbIM HOBBIM CJIOBOM, €MCKOI pa3-
Jpakaia ero Bce criibHee. BMecTo Toro, 4ro0Obl cka3arh Bce Kak
€CTb U 10 JIeNy, OHAa C CAMOI0 HavyaJla I0JIMT U CTapaeTcs 3aAeTh
€ro 3a KUBOE.

— 4 BUXKy, 4TO OH yMHpaET... THUET 3akuBO. — IlocMoTpeB
NPSIMUKOM B I71a3a Axepony, Jlaypa TyT e MpoIoyiKiia ObICTPO
TOBOPHTD, ke MpeKIe, 4eM [leMuaH ycnel ee OCTAHOBUTh. —
OH yMpeT yxke yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET...

— 3amomuu! — B 310T MOMeEHT JleMuaH Mor TOJIBKO B sIpO-
CTH 3aKpHuyYarh, oT4yero Jlaypa TyT xe nogHsia Ha HETO HE MEHEe
THEBHBIM B3IJIAJ, TOrJA KaK €€ JKEJTHIE I71a3a ONACHO CY3UJIUCh.
TeM He MeHee CITyCTsI MUT JIMIIb JIeTKas y/IblOKa OCTanach Ha ee
IIPEKPACHOM JIULIE.

— Tak 310 OBLT cekper? — IlocMoTpeB BHOBb Ha AXepo-
Ha, 4TO APOsKaJl, CJIOBHO OCUHOBBIY JIUCT Ha BeTpy Jlaypa moria
TOJIBKO HEJIOBKO MOkaTh mjiedyamu. — OTKyaa MHe ObUIO 3HaTh?
Tol cam noxxenat, YToObI 51 CKa3aia BCe KaK €CTh... Thl K€ HE MO-
JKEIIb MEHsI BUHUTD 32 CBOM COOCTBEHHbIE OIMOKY U TIpaB1y ? —
[NepeBens B3rmsn Ha [lemMuana, 94To Ka3ajaock B JIIOOOH MOMEHT



MOT B30pPBaThCsl OT SIPOCTU OHA JIMIIIb YyCMEXHYach. — nu mo-
Kellb?

Ceiiuac [leMuaH MOI' TOJIbKO THEBHO CMOTPETh Ha 3Ty MOJ-
JIyI0 IEBYIIIKY-€MKICKONA, B IITyOWHE IYIIH YKe COXKaes, 4TO BO-
oOme permwi npuiitu cioga. Crenus 3yObl, OH TYT Xe MepeBel
B3I HA APOKAILIETO AXEpPOHA, YTO TOJBKO CEMYac OCO3HAI
CBOIO yYacTh, a €ro Ceplie HaOJTHUIOCh HEBBIHOCUMOM OOJIBIO,
B TO BpeMs Kak y camoil CUJIbBBI I71a3a yKe, TaK U BOBCe ObLIU
Ha MOKPOM MecTe.

— Thl roBopuiia, 4TO OTHAXKABI MOMOXKEIIb MHE, HO TMOKa
€IMHCTBEHHOE, UTO ThI JIEJIAeIllb - 3TO BpeauIllb. Yero s TOIbKO
KJan ot mopoOHbIX Tede... AxepoH, CuibBa Mbl yxonum! — Eji-
Ba CJIOBAa MYXa pa3Jaluch B KOMHaTe, Kak CujbBa TyT ke B3fl-
Ja AXepoHa 3a pyKy, coOMpasich BBIATH 3a JABEPb, OHAKO Jlaypa
HEeMe/1J1s1 OCTAHOBUJIA UX.

— Tocroiite. { 6bina uznMiHe rpyda. — Clierka CKJIOHUB
rosyioBy, Jlaypa nepecrasia yasiOaThCsl, CEphe3HO MOCMOTPEB HA
Hemuana. — Yciyra 3a yciyry, s IpOBEAY OUMILEHUE U CEJIAI0
BCE UTO CMOTY, YTOOBI Thl HE AyMaJl, Oy/ITO eMUCKOMbI IEPKBU HE
3HAIOT YECTH.

JleMyaH BHUMaTENIbHO MOCMOTpen Ha Jlaypy U yBUIEB, UTO
(pasbllib HAKOHEI! UCYE3Ia C ee JIMLIA TSKE0 KUBHYJ. Y HEro He
OBbLIIO BHIOOPA, B IPOTUBHOM CJTy4yae OH He CTaJl Obl TePIeTh TaKOe
YHUKEHUE €ro OCTOMHCTBA. Jlake B MPOILJIOM OH HE TEpIe,
JIMILIb Cevac, U TO, TOJILKO MOTOMY UTO BbIHYK/EH.

— Ilpocro BeIimUTE BCe... KpoMe TeOs mManbuuk. — Erme



npexae, yeM Cuibea M Jlemuan ycrnienu jaxe Bo3pasurs, Jla-
ypa y:ke CTpOro B3IJIsIHYJ/IA Ha HUX, TPOJOJIAKAsi TOBOPUTh. — DTO
oOs13arenibHO. $1 HUKaK eMy He HaBpeKy, KJISHYCh Benukoii ma-
Tepbio U SApuaitiiiim Cetom.

[ocne knATBbL, JleMuaH MOT JIUIIIb CONIACUTHCS, XOTS U HE J10
KOHIIa 1oBepsi Jlaype. CuibBa e Tak M BOBCE JJO CaMOro KOHLIA
HE XOTeJIa YXOJUTh, OJIHAKO [10CJIe HACTOMYUBOTO OOBSICHEHUS OT
Myka BCe K€ BBIIIUIA BMECTE C HUM M3 KOMHATHI, JIUIIIb MOA0a/-
pUBasi CbIHA, BeJIsl eMy He OECTIOKOUThCHL.

Jlaypa xe B cBOIO ouepenb HeMeassl Hadaja coOMparh Ka-
KHe-TO HeW3BECTHbIE AXEPOHY Bellld, Cpe/id KOTOPBIX OblIa Ya-
1l1a, HETMOHSATHAs cyXasl TpaBa, Ky4a 0OeperoB 1 MHOTO BCEro
MPOYEro, CJIOBHO OHAa TOTOBUJIACH K KAKOMY-TO HESICHOMY PUTY-
any.

Cnyctsi MUHYTY AXEpOH YK€ CMOT HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMTBCS, U
OTTOJIKHYB CTpax Ha 3a/IBOPKU CO3HAHUS TYT K€ MOCMOTpPEJI Ha
Jlaypy, Takyio KpacuByI0 U OJHOBPEMEHHO C STUM YKaCAIOIIYIO
Y Myraiolnyo aeBylky. OH IOJKEH y3HarTh...

— 910 n-npaBaa? — Ceilyac AXEpOHY XBaTUJIO MYXECTBa
JIMILIb HA 3TU [IBa CJIOBA, U TO MPOW3HECEHHbIE IIENOTOM, Ha-
CTOJIBKO THXO, YTO Ka3aJIOCh, €IUCKOI U HE YCIIbIIIUT UX.

CobOpaB Bce 4TO HyXHO, Jlaypa K 3TOMy MOMEHTYy YXe
HECIEIIHO Havaia OOXOIUTh BCIO KOMHATY, TO U JeJI0 3aKHrast
MIOBCIOJly CBEUM, OCBEIIAIIIME KAXK/IbIi YTOJOK KOMHAThl CBOUM
TYCKJIBIM CBETOM.

— Yro umenHo quta? — COBHO 3a/1aB BOIIPOC MPOCTO TaK,



Jlaypa TyT ke nponoskuiia TOBOpUTh, He 1aBasi AXEpOHY BHOBb
coOpaThCsl ¢ MYKeCTBOM, Aa0bl OH CMOT JIaTh OTBET €€ CJIOBaM.
— IlpaBaa i TO, YTO 51 CHUMY C TeOsl POKJISITUE eCJIA TaKoe
ectb - 1a. [IpaBaa au 1o, YTO THl MEJIEHHO YMUpAEIllb, CIIOBHO
CTHUBAasl 32KUBO - [1a.

Ha nocnennem npeajioxkeHue ernucKorna, Mo AXepoHa Mor-
JIO JIUIIIb BHOBb MOOJIEIHETh, a4 CaM OH JIa)Ke Hayas Clierka Tps-
CTUCh. MBICIIb O TOM, UTO €MY OCTaJIOCh KUTb BCETO HECKOJIBKO
JIeT Ka3ajiach WUTIO3UEW, JyPHbIM CHOM, HABESTHHBIM KOIIIMapa-
Mu. OJIHaKO MOXOKe... ITO OblTa TOpPbKasi, CKpbIBaeMasi OT HETO
npaBJa.

— MOXeT... MOXET 5 TaK ¥ He TPOCHYJICSA? MOXKeT... 5 10 CUX
IOp BUKY Kommap?

Meiciiu AxepoHa Havam OMyXJIaTh, TIOATOHSIEMbIE CTPAXOM,
onHako Jlaypa BCKOpe 3aKOHYMJIA BCE CBOM MPUTOTOBJICHU S, J10-
cTaBasi MOCJIEIHUM HYKHBIM €i1 JIeMEHT — CBSITOM TpaKTar, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, TMIOJIHOCTBIO CIICJIAHHBIN U3 30J10Ta.

— Ha npotsikeHrn Bcero ouMIleHus Thl IOJDKEH JelaTh BCe,
41O 51 TeOe TOBOPI0. DTO MOHATHO?

Ha crporuii Bonpoc enuckona AXepoH MOr JIMIIb UCITyTaH-
HO KMBHYTb, TOrAa Kak Jlaypa B CBOIO ouepelb yxke Bejiesa emy
HEMe[IJIEHHO MPUCECTh, BMECTE C 3TUM Ca/ISICh Ha MPOTUB HETO.
Ee nnviHHbIE OJ1eJHBIE MAJBIIBI CJIEIOM YK€ aKKYPaTHO OTKPbUIN
KHUTY Cpa3y kK€ Ha HY)KHOU €l CTpaHMIIE.

[TocMOTpeB Ha cTpaHUIy KHUTY, AXEPOH CO CBOUM CKYIHBIM
MO3HAHUEM B SI3bIKE [IEPKBU CMOT MOHSTh JIUIIh HECKOJIBKO CJIOB,



Y TO TOJTyYasiach JIMIIb Kakasi-To Oeccmbicniia. bpocus B3Iisi
Ha JOOOTBITHOTO MaJbuKKa, Jlaypa nmmib ycMexHynachk, He 00-
parast 6ojee BHUMaHHUsI Ha €ro ISTCKOe JIOOMBITCTBO.

— MBplI ceituac HayHeM. 3arnoMHH, s1 Oyay MOJIUTbCA 3a Tebsd,
a Thl JOJKEH JIepXkKaTh 3Ty KyKi1y. TBOM MBICIH JIOJKHBI OBITH
TOJIBKO O TBOMX KOIIIMapax M TIOXMX CHaX, HU O 4eM OOJIbIIe. —
He noxunasich kuBka AxepoHa, Jlaypa TyT e Bpyuusia emy B Jie-
BYIO PYKY KYKJIY, C/IEJIaHHYIO CJIOBHO OZIHOPYKMM CYyMaCIIIE/AIUM
13 HETIOHATHO Ybel KOXH, JIMXOPAJ0YHO CKPETUIEHHON Oecumc-
JIEHHBIMH BepeBKamu. — O0s13aTeIbHO JyMai 0 KOIIMapax, uTo
Te0s1 My4aJii, TAKMM 00pa3oM 51 CMOT'Y 3arHaTh [TPOKJISITUE, €CIU
TaKOBOE €CTh B 3Ty KYKJIy, a [IOCJIE U YHUUTOXUTD €rO0.

Bonbie Huyero He ropops, Jlaypa TyT ke Hayaia MOJIUTHCS,
B TO BpeMs1 Kak AXEpOH TO U JIeJI0 HaYaJl BCHOMUHATb KOIIMaphbl,
YTO €My CHUJIMCh. XOTSI eMy ObLIO 1 OOJIbHO 3TO JIe1aTh, OH TeM
HE MEHEe CTapaJicsl U130 BCEX CWUJI, BCIIOMUHAS BO BCEX JIETAJISIX.

Temr Jlaypsl ¢ Kax/101 CEKYHIOM Ha4yasl yCKOPATbCS, a roJIoc
CTAHOBWJICS] POMYE, TOI1a Kak AXepOHY Ka3aJloch, 4TO €r0 PyKy
HAYMHAET y’KaCHO KeUb, CIIOBHO OH JEP:KUT TOPSLINIA KaMeHb.
Koimapsl To ¥ [1€J10 HaYaJli caMH JIE3Th B FOJIOBY, @ MUP TYCK-
HeTb U TepsTh Kpacku. CBeYM Hayasau racHyTh OJIHA 32 OJIHOW,
Horpy’kast BCKOpe BCI0 KOMHATY, Ka3aJI0Ch, B AOCOMIOTHBIN MPaK.

Jlaypa 4urana Bce rpomue, a CIycTsi MUHYTY €€ roJloc yxke
CJIOBHO IPOMBIXAJI [0 BCel KOMHATe, HaoJTHEHHbIH 00/1bi0. Kyk-
Jla ke B pyke AXepoHa Hauyaja y)kKacHO Keub €ro PyKy, OJHAKO
Jaxe ecyu Obl 3aX0Tesl, OH He MOT OPOCHUTH €€, Be/lb OHA CJIOBHO



NPUINILIA K €r0 pyKE.

— Y-ur0 npoucxomut?! — BMmecTe ¢ 3T0M MBIC/IBIO TAaHUKA
TYT K€ HavyaJla OBJIAJIEBATh cepaLeM AXEpOHa, OJHAKO OH JIMIIb
IPOAOJDKAJT TEPIETh, CTUCKHMBAsI 3yObl OT OOJIH.

TOJNIBKO CIYCTSA HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT, KOIZIa OH YK€ 4yTh JIU
HEe KpU4ajl OT HEeBBIHOCUMOW OOJM B CBOel pyke, rosoc Jlay-
PBI BOPYT pe3KO 00OPBAJICS U B OIWMH MUT BCE CBEUM BHOBb 3a-
KIJIMCh, U3TOHSAS U3 KOMHATBI BCIO TEMHOTY U MPaK.

AXepoH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIBKO MTHOBEHHO OTOPOCUTD OT
ce0s1 KyKJIy B yroJl KOMHATBI, CJISTIOM YK€ C KPUKOM M yKacoM
CMOTPS$1 Ha CBOIO MOYEPHEBIIYIO J1aAoHb. OHa Ka3anach OOyIJIeH-
HOM, ¥ BCA B TPELIMHAX, HAIIOJHEHHBIX 3alleKIIEeNcs KPOBbIO, B
KOTOPBIX MPOIJIAABIBAIMCH OYEPTAHKS KAKOT'O-TO HESICHOTO 3HA-
ka. bomp OblTa ykacHOM, Jaxe CUIIbHEe MPEkKHETO, CIIOBHO pyKa
JI0 CUX TOp AeprKaja KyKJIy, YTO IblIajia, KaK paCKaJIeHHBIE YITIN.

JleMuaH CTOABIINI O 9TOTO CHapY K1 HE CJIBIIIAJ HE €JUHOTO
3ByKa BO BpPEMs pUTYyasa, OQHAKO, KaK TOJIBKO TOT 3aKOHYMJICA,
TO yXKacalolMi KPpUK AXEpOHa OTYETIMBO IOCIBILIAICA Yepe3
nsepb. He nymas, oH TyT e MCIIOIb30BaJl BCIO CBOIO CUJTY, CMe-
Tast IBepb C NeTesb U 3a0erast B KOMHATy, TOI/la Kak MaHUKYIO-
mas CuibBa NOCIeIoBajIa 3a HUM.

— Axepon! Yto nmpousonuio?! — JlemMuaH TyT ke OLICHUJ
0OCTaHOBKY, OJIHAKO, KOTAa OH OpOCHII B3IVISAA Ha OOYITIEHHYIO
JaioHb AXEpOHa, TO CJIOBHO 00€3yMesl OT SIpOCTH, MTHOBEHHO
Jocrasast Med. — Kak Tbl MocMesa HaBpeAUuTb MOEMY ChIHY, Jla-
ypa?! HeyxTto knsiTBa 1yist TeOst ycTou 3BYK ?!



Ceriuac ronoc [lemnana OblJ1 HAITOJIHEH IMOMCTUHE HEBH/IAH-
HOW SIPOCTBIO ¥ KPOBOKAJHOCTBIO, TOrJa Kak CHIIbBa YK€ HEMEI-
JIEHHO Tof10eXaa K ChIHY, a CMPaJi FOpeJioro Msica yaapuil B ee
Hoc. VI3 TpelyH Ha ero oOyIJIeHHOMW JIaZIOHU TO U JIEJIO MTPOJIO-
’KaJla COUUTHCS1 KPOBb, Karasi Ha TOJ.

Jlemuan xe, naxe He MOXUIASACH 0ObsicHeHUs Jlaypsbl, KOTO-
pasi CJIOBHO HAXOIWJIACh B MPOCTPAIIMU, HEMCTOBO OpPOCHJICS HA
MOCJIEHION, keJasi CXBaTUTh €€ U MpoBecTy Aonpoc. OH MOHU-
MaJl, 4TO MOCTYMAaeT Hepa3yMHO, OJHAKO TaBHO CKOIMBUIASICS
SIPOCTh BMECTE C BUJIOM ChIHa, KPUYABIIEro OT OOJU, 3aTyMaHU-
JIM €ro TMOJIHbIA MPOUIEHHBIX BOWH pa3yM.

CkopocTb oTla cervac Kazajach AXepoHy IOUCTUHE NOpa3u-
TEJIbHOM, JIUIIb KPaTKasi CEKYHAA U OH YK€ OKa3aJICsl CTOSIIUM
Han Jlaypoii, 4to 0 cux mop He mpuinuia B ceds. PykosaTs ero
Meya OblIa HalleJieHa Ha ee BUCOK, TOTIa KaK CKOPOCTh €ro JIBU-
KylIencs: pyKu OyJTO BbI3bIBaJIa CBUCT BETPA.

Ho kak 01 Tam HU ObLJI0, Jlaypa TyT ke MOYyBCTBOBAJIA HCKPY
OMACHOCTH, a €€ KEJIThIE IVla3a MTHOBEHHO pacnaxHyauch. OHa
TYT € Hayajia OTKJIOHSITh TOJIOBY, OTHAKO MOXKET U3-3a TOT0, 4YTO
OHa JI0 CUX TIOp HE OTOILIa OT PUTYyasa, a MOXET U3-3a TOr0, YTO
JleMuaH Hamaj CIMIIKOM HEOXUAAHHO, OHA HE ycresa MOJIHO-
CTBIO YBEPHYTbCS. PyKOsAITh Meua yike B Ciieylollee MIHOBEHUE
TYT e paccekJia el OpoBb, a ropsiyast KPOBb MEJIKOU JIOPOKKON
yCTpeMUJIach Yyepe3 ee I1a3, CTeKas Mo Nojg00pOIKy Ha IMoJl.

— Hemuan, epetuk! Tol 3armaTuinb 3a cBoe Oe3paccyAacTBo!
— VYBUZIEB CBOIO KPOBb, YTO CTEKasa Ha mon Jlaypa kazanach



BMUT 00e3yMesia OT sIPOCTH, CIIEIOM yKe CKaJisl 3yObl.

HukTo 1 HMKOIIa HE CMeJI HaragaTh Ha eMucKoIa, TeM Ooee
B CaMOM cepile HepkBu. [ToHAB, UTO IEMCTBUTEIBHO MOCTYITAIT
HepasyMHO JleMuaH TyT ke YCIIOKOWJICSI, MTHOBEHHO TMPHUBOJS
CBOM MBIC/IA B TIOpsINOK. Ero sipoctu, CI0BHO U He OBLIO, Cile-
JIOM 3aMeHsisi coO0ol0 TIokoi. Tem He MeHee Jlake MpexkJie, YeM
OH ycriesn yopath Med B HOXHBI, HaJl €T0 YXOM YK€ 3aCBUCTEI
BeTep, HO OH HUKAK HEe MOT YKJIOHUThCS, TOT/IA KaK yKe CITyCTS
MUT MHOXECTBO MeJel ObLJIO MPUCTABJICHO K €ro Tely CO BCEeX
CTOPOH.

— Bapon [lemuaH, Kak BbI TOJIBKO TIOCMEJIN PAHHUTh EITHCKO-
na 1epkBu?! DTo BO3MyTUTENIbHAsI HArjlocTh! Bbl U Ballia cembst
OepeTech MOJI CTPaXKy 10 TeX IMOop, MoKa He OYIyT BBISICHEHBI BCe
00CTOSITEJILCTBA TTPON3OIIEIIIETO !

B stoT MomeHT Jlaypa mMoria TOJIbKO THEBHO CMepuTh JleMu-
aHa CBOMM IIbLIAIOIIMM B3IJISIZIOM, OJHAKO CIYCTSI KPaTKU MUT
OHA CMOIJIa YCTIOKOWTBCS U TSKEJIO B3/IOXHYB JIMIIb B3MJISHYJA
Ha TMOCJIE/IHETO C HEBU/IAHHOUM HETPUSI3HBIO.

— Tl kak OOBIYHO CHaYasa MOIYMAaJ YeM YrOTHO, HO TOJIb-
KO He CBOel rojioBoi. $I momoria TBoeMy ChIHY, TIOTOMY MOK
Joir BeltuiadueH. Ha atoT pa3 s crynry nonoOHoe tede ¢ pykK...
B mocyeanuil pa3! Youpaiitech, 1 9ToObI s OOJBIIIE HE BUIETA
Bac 3/1eCh, B IPOTUBHOM city4dae [lemuan... — C sipoCThIO B3IJIsI-
HYB Ha JlemMuaHa, 4TO CTOSI CO CTPAaHHOM 3alyMYMBOCTHIO, Jlay-
pa CJIOBHO BBITUTIOHYJIA CBOM CJISAYIOIUE CIoBa. — ThI y3Haelllb
Ha COOCTBEHHOM IIIKype, YTO TaKOe THEB IEPKBH !



[ocne cnoB Jlaypbl MHOKECTBO pblliapeil, Kak u JleMuaH TyT
K€ CIJIOKUIIN OPY>KHUE, TIOCIIE YEro MO TsKEeble B3Il OHU BbI-
BeJIM TPOUILy HapyXKy IIepKBH, Oojiee HUUYero He ropopsi. Eciu
eMKCKOII pellinia He KapaTh UX 3a TIOI0OHOE, TO PhIIIApsIM He 3a-
9yeM ObLIO JIe3Th B 3TU PACIIPH.

Jlaypa B cBOI0 0OUYepe/ib JIMIIIb YCTAJIO BbIIIUIA U3 KOMHATBI, YTO-
Obl OT/IOXHYTh U MPOMBITH paHy. Y Hee JI0 CHX MOp KPYKUIACh
rojioBa Iocjie puTyasja, a caMa OHA YyBCTBOBaja ce0si CTpaH-
HO, CJIOBHO MOLIMU BBIIUIECKUBAIUCH uepe3 Kpail. OHa eBa Jin
caepiKaach, 4yTh JIM He OTJaBast MprKa3 o0e3rmaButh [lemMuana,
YTO TIOBJIEKJIO ObI 32 COO0I OECUNCITIEHHBIE TPOOTEMBI.

B 3T0T MOMEHT CBeur B KOMHATE JI0TOpaJlvi OAHA 32 OJHOM, U
BCKOpE BCSI KOMHATA YK€ MOrpy3uiach B KPOMEIIHYIO TEMHOTY.
CnoBHO Oxpaas NMpUXoJa Mpaka, B KOMHATE TYT K€ pa3iajcs
M3BUBAIOIIMIACS 3BYK, a KyKJIa, 4TO 10 CUX MOp Jiexkasa Ha Moy,
Ka3aJioch, ObUIA TOTOBA JIOMHYTH B JII0OON MoMeHT. U3 ee ciim-
TBHIX YacTeH C KaXJOW CEKYHJIOM CJIOBHO UTO-TO BBIITUPAJIO, Ke-
Jast BRIOpaThcsl HapyKy. Tem He MeHee, He MPOIIUIO U MUTa, KakK
IIIBU HA KyKJIe YK€ pa30pBaJIUCh, BHIITYCKasi HAPYXKY OeCUMCIICH-
HBIX HACEKOMBIX, YTO JIEMCTBOBAIN CJIIOBHO MAJIEHBKUE HOXKH,
BMUT YHOCSI KYKJIy 110 HAITPaBJICHUIO K KaIuIsiM pa30pbI3raHHON
10 TIOJTy KPOBH.

Kornma KykJia KOCHyJIaCh KpPOBU IO BCE KOMHATE pa3lajics
yKacalolui CTPEKOT OECUMCIIEHHBIX HACEKOMBIX, CJIOBHO KyTia-
IOIIMXCS B HECPAaBHEHHOM OnakeHCTBe. He mpoIiio u HecKosb-
KHUX CEKYH[I, KaK BCE Karld KPOBU yXke MCYe3/d, a caMa KyKJia



BMUT YIIOJI3JIa B HEU3BCCTHOM HAITPABJICHUU T10[ Mep31<1/11‘71 3BYK
ThICAY U3BUBAKOINNXCA HACECKOMBIX.



I'naBa 12. IIpokJaATHIN 3HAK.

Korpa [lemuan, CusbBa 1 AXepoH OKa3aJluCh CHApYKU OHU
TYT K€ CIEIIHO HalpaBWIMCh K OXMIAIONIMM HMX PhILAPAM H
KapeTe, JOOMpasch Tyaa yxke depe3 mapy MUHYT. MHOXKECTBO
B3[JISIIOB BUJIENO, KaK PhILApU IIEPKBU BBITHAJIM UX, OTYETO Iyl
r0JI0COB HE CMOJIKJI HY HA MUT, U J]a’ke B IJIaBHOM XOJUIE LIEPKBU
TO U JIEJIO 3ByYaJl TUXUH IENOT OOCYKICHUSI.

AXEepoH cervac Tak ¥ BOBCE €Ba CIEPKUBAI KPUKH, U TO
JIMIIb TIOTOMY, YTO OO0JIb TOHEMHOTY yTHXasa, OCTaBJisisl HA BU-
Ay JIMIIb IOYEPHEBIIYIO, KaK YroJib JIaI0Hb, KOTOpylo CHilbBa K
TOMY MOMEHTY YK€ MPUKPbUIA, YTOOBl HUKTO HE CMOT €€ YBH-
neTh. Karm KpoBu yxe nepectaiy COYMThCS Hapy XKy Yepes Tpe-
IIMHBI B JIAJOHU, OIHAKO [0 HUM JIO0 CHX TOp JIETKO MPOCTIeKU-
BAJICS1 KOHTYP CTPAHHOI'O 3HaKa.

— AXepoH, ObICTpee MOIOWAM, 51 MPOMOI0 paHy U NepeBU-
Ky ee OuaTOM. — [IporoBopus ¢ manukoit, CribBa CIeioM yxe
HeMeJIsl I0CTajla U3 KapeThl MHOKECTBO JIEKapCTB U OMHTOB, B
TO BpeMs Kak JBOE PhILIapel B 3TOT MOMEHT YyXe CTOSLIA Ha OXpa-
He, He CMesI HUKOT'O MOAITYCKATh OJIKe, YeM Ha II0KUHY METPOB.

XOTs UM 1 OBUIO Y’KaCHO MHTEPECHO MOHSTh, YTO MPOKCXO-
JWUT, OHA TEM HEe MEHee He CMeJIM OCIIyLIaThCs IPUKa3a CBOEro
CEeHbOPA MPOIOJIKASI CTOSITh U HUKOTO HE MOITYCKATh.

AXepoH ke B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIbKO IJIAKATh OT OOJIH, CXKU-
Masi Apyrov pPyKOW 3aIsICThe CBOEW PAHEHOW, Ka3aJlOCh, JIUIIb



9TO HEMHOT'O TIOMOTAJIO YMEHBIIIUTh YKACHYIO 0OJIb, UTO exXece-
KYH/IHO Tep3aJia ero. A Korja ClielHble CJIOBAa MaTepy JOHECIIUCh
JIO €r0 YIIEH, OH TYT K€ HAIPaBWICS K HEM.

B3t 6yThUIKY Bofibl, CHIIbBA TYT %€ Havasa JIMTh €€ Ha JIEBYIO
PYKy AXepoHa, Torja Kak 4yBCTBO IIPOXJIaJTHOM BO/IbI HA CIIOBHO
Obl pacKaJIeHHOU JIaZIOHW XOTS OB CJIeTKa, HO TIPUTYITHIIN YKa-
caoIyo 00Jb.

Tem He meHee CuibBa 1 [lemMuaH, 4TO BHUMATEIbHO CMOTpE-
JIM celuac Ha JIaJIoHb ChIHA HE MOINIM HU MOOJIEAHETh, Beb Ha
Hell KPOBABBIMU MPOXKIIKAMU MTPOCICKUBAIICS CTPAHHBIN 3HAK,
JIMIIIb BUJ KOTOPOrO OYATO BBI3BIBI HEOOBSICHUMOE YYBCTBO
cTpaxa.

— J-HemmuaH... uTo... 4TO C ero pykoin?! — CusbBa BbIIIISA-
JeJla Tak, CJIOBHO B JII0OOOW MOMEHT TIaHHMKa OXBaTHUT ee, TOrjia
KaK ee pyKa, Jiepxkaiiiasi OyThIJIKY C BOJJOH, HE MOTJIa IepecTaTh
JPOXKATh.

— He 3Haw... g1 He 3Ha10... — Ceiyac [lemuaH u cam okazai-
Csl B KaKOM-TO McCTyIieHnd. OH MPOCTO HE MOT MOHSATh, YTO
npoucxoaut. C Toro MOMeHTa, Kak OH YCJIBIIIIAT KPUK AXepoHa
BCE TIOIILJIO HANepeKOCsK, U JIMIIb celyac OH Hayasl MOCTeneH-
HO MIPUXOJNTH B ce0s1. — DTO MOXOkKE HA KAKOW-TO MPOKJISITHIN
3HaK... AXepOH, PacCKaku BO BCEX MOIPOOHOCTSX UTO MPOU30-
IUT0, KOT/1a MBI BBIIILIH.

AXepoH ke ceilyac MOI' TOJIbKO MPOMTHOPUPOBATh CJIOBA OT-
1A, IPOJOJIKasi CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO PO:KAIlyio pyKy. Bosib ¢ Kax-
JIbIM MTHOBEHUEM YTHXaJla BCE CUJIbHEE, & KPOBABbIE MTPOKUIKU



MCUE3aJIU C HEBUJAHHOU CKOPOCTHIO. TOJIBKO CITCTSI MUHYTY, OH
HAKOHeIl TIOHSIT, YTO OOJIb IIJIa UCKJTIOUMTEHHO OT 3HAKA.

Bus usmeHeHus Ha pyke cbiHa, [leMHraH He cTajl HaCTauBaTh
Ha ero OTBeTe, JIMIIb MPOAoJKas HAOMOIaTh BMECTe C KEHOM,
YTO €/1Ba CEPKUBAJIA CJIE3bl, OT IIIOKA MPUKPBIBASI JTaJJOHBIO POT.
CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO JOJITMX MTHOBEHMM CTpPaHHBIM 3HAK, Ka3a-
JIOCh, TIOJTHOCTBIO UCYE3, U JIMIITh TPUCMOTPEBILMCH U TIOMHS, KaK
OH BHIIVISIAET MOXXHO ObUIO YBHUIETH ero Oneksoe sxo. U xots
3HaK W MCYe3, JIaJJOHb TaK U OCTaBAJIaCh OOYIJIEHO-YepHOU, Of1-
HAKO HU Karum 001 AXepOH yXkKe He UCTIBITHIBA U HUKAKUX PaH
He ObLIo0 BUAHO. JIuis oOyrieHHas, yepHas JIaJIOHb SBJISIach
JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBOM BCETO MPOU3OLLIEANIETO.

— CuibBa... IOJMHOCTBIO MIEPEBSIKU €TI0 PYKY. MBI HEMEJIEH-
HO BO3BpalllaeMcsl B IoMecTbe. — JleMuaH MOT JIMIIb MPavHO
MIPOrOBOPUTD, HaMpasJsAsich K beprpamy u Caidso, ciieioM yxe
TOBOPS1 UM, UTO HYKHO Celuac ke BO3BPALIAThCS.

CuibBa B 3TOT MOMEHT MOTJIA JIMIIb KUBHYTh Ha CJIOBA MY-
’a, CIIENTHO CMa3biBas JIAJOHb AXEpOHA HETIOHSATHBIM J1J1s HETO
rejieM W TUIOTHO OOBSI3bIBast pyKy OMHTaMU, YTOOBI HU €TUHOTO
YEepHOro MATHBIIIKA He ObUIO BUIHO.

CrycTst HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, cnetaiue beprpam u Caitno yxe
TIO/IFOTOBWJIM JIOIIAJICH U KapeTy K OTIPaBKe, MO3TOMY 3a0paB-
ek BHYTph CriibBa, AXepoH U JlemMuaH HeMeJIEHHO HalpaBu-
JICh B CTOPOHY TOMECTbsI, OCTaBJIsisl Mo3aau ceds kak Urpun,
TaK ¥ LIEPKOBb Slpyaiiiiero ceera.

— AXEpOH Teneph pacCKaky BCE YTO MPOU30ILIO. — YCEB-



IIUCh U YOEMBIIKICH, YTO TIOBO3KA HAKOHEIl TPOoHyach [lemuan
He3aMeTUTeIbHO TIOTpeOOBaI OT ChiHA OTBETA.

— 41.... s He coBceM yBepeH. Havasicst Kakor-TO HEMOHSITHBIN
putyad, a cineaoM Jlaypa Hayaia yuTaTh MOJIMTBY M CKa3ajla MHE
JepKaTh KaKylo-TO KYKJTy, YTOObI U3THATH MPOKJISITHE TY/IA, €CIIH
TaKOBOE €CTh. — AXEpPOH MPOJOJIKAJI CMOTPETh HA CBOIO JIEBYIO
PYKY, HbIHE TIOJTHOCTBHIO TIOKPHITYI0 OWHTAMU BIUIOTH J0 KUCTH,
JlaKe ceryac OH He MOT /10 KOHIIA [TOHSTb, YTO e IPOU30IILI0. —
Kyka... oHa Hauasia ’edb MOIO PYKY CJIOBHO ObLJIa paCKaJICHHOM.
S1 He Mor OpocuTh ee... pocTo He Mor. [IoToM cBeun MoTyXJIv, 1
MbI OKa3aJIUCh B ITOJTHOW TEMHOTE, HO CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO MIHOBE-
Hull Jlaypa 3akOHYMIIa MOJIUTBY M TOT/Ia CBEUM 3aXKIJIUCh BHOBb,
a s TYT ke BBIOPOCHIT KYKJTY, M MOSI... MOsI pyKa CTaJla TaKOW.

Bckope AXepoH 3aKOHYMII paccKas, a CJe3bl BBICTYIWIU Y
Hero u3 mia3. Ecim paHbiiie oH He ObUT yBEpeH, TO Ternepb U cam
MOHMMAJ1, YTO Ha HEM JEUCTBUTEJIBHO KaKoe-TO MpokKJjsATue. bo-
JIE3Hb, KOIIMApbL... Tenepb 310. OH CIOBHO JAEUCTBUTENILHO Ha-
YaJl 4YyBCTBOBATh, KAK MEJIEHHO YMHUPAET.

— 41 HUYero He CJIBIIAI MTOKA ObLT PUTYAJI... MOXKET 3TO Ka-
kasg-to Marus Jlaypel? — JleMuaH He CIMIIKOM YAMBWJICS 3TO-
MY, OH 3HAJI, YTO HEKOTOPbIE EMUCKOIIBI CIIOCOOHBI HA TIOJJOOHOE,
MO3TOMY He MpUAal 3ToMy ocoboe 3HaueHne. — Ecnm oHa 3a-
KOHYWIA pUTyall, a Cy/sl MO pacckasy AXepoHa Tak U €CTh, TO
MPOKJISATHE JIOMKHO OBITh B KyKJIe, HO MOYeMY TOI/Ia 9Ta MeTKa
MOSIBUJIACh W JAGUCTBOBAsA rocye puryaia? MoxkeT MpoKIsATHe
TaK Y HE IOMNAJo B KyKJIy?



Ceiiuac [lemuadn MoOr TOJIBKO THXO CHAETbh W TPOAOJIKATDH
Mpa4vHO Pa3MBILLIATE. BO BceM 3TOM Jiesie ero cMyInano MHOKe-
CTBO BEILEU, U CJMIIKOM MHOIO€ Ka3aJoCh CTPAHHBIM C CaMOI0
Havasa.

— Hapo Gyzert y3Hats, 4To ¢ KyKJIO#. $1 yBepeH, uTo rmocJe pu-
Tyasla X CKUTaloT B CBATOM OTHE LIEPKBH, ITO3TOMY CKOpPEe BCe-
'O 3TOT BOMPOC 3aKPHIT... HO MIOYEMY 51 UCTIBITA TAKYIO SIPOCTh U
YTO 3TO YEPT BO3bMHU 32 3HAK HA PYKE MOEro ChiHa?

JlemMuaH He MOT HUYErO MPUayMaTh, Be/Ib OH IPUBBIK PyOUTDH
CBOMIX BpParoB MEYOM, OJTHAKO MTPOKJISTHE pa3pyOUTh OH ObLI ykKe
HE B CHJIaX, OTYEr0 MOT JIMIIIb HErOaylolle KayaTh rOJIOBOU OT
BCEX CBAJIMBIIMXCS €My Ha TOJIOBY MPOOJIEM.

— Xor Jlaypa 1 nporsaja Hac IOCJIE TOro, Kak 1 Ha Hee
HaraJ, OfIHaKoO sl BCe PaBHO MOTpedyio OT Hee OTBET B MHCHME.
[TocMoTpuM, 4TO OHA CKaxeT. Sl Takxke Mpuriairy HEKOTOPbIX
3Haxapeu U 3HATOKOB MPOKJIATUM, MOXKET OHU CMOTYT IOHSTD,
YTO K€ MPOU3OLILIO.

CuipBa JIMIIL KMBAJIA HA CJI0BA MY’Ka HaWsl B HUX KaKOE HU-
KAaKO€ YyMHUPOTBOPEHHUE, NIPOIOJIKAsA B CBOIO OUYEpPE/db YCIOKaM-
BaTh U AxepoHa, o0elliasi eMy BO BCeEM pa3o0paThCs U UTO TOMY
HE CTOMT NepexuBath. Bee ke sydliie npuaepkuBaThCs XOTh Ka-
KOTO-TO IJTaHa U JepKaTh ceOsl B pyKax, 4eM OeCCHIIbHO TUIaKaTh
B OJKUJIAHUU Yy7a.

— AXxepoH. — BHuMaTenbHO NMOCMOTPEB HA ChlHA U JIMILIb
yOeUBIIKCh, YTO TOT €r0 BHUMATENIHO ciyinaer, Jlemuan mnpe-
JeTTBHO CEPbEe3HO MPOIOIKMI. — HUKOMY, HU ITpH KaKuX 00CTO-



SITEJIbCTBAX Thl HE JAOJIKEH MOKa3bIBaTh CBOIO PYKY, [1aK€ CBOUM
cectpaM. Thl NOHST MeHs?

AXEpOoH TYT K€ UCIYyTaHHO 3aep3aJl, OYEBUIHO, OH ITOHUMAJI,
noyeMy oTell Tak roBoput. Eciiu 1iepkoBb WM KTO-IMOO elnie
CMOT'YT BbISIBUTh B HEM HOCHUTEJISl IPOKJIATUS, TO MOKET €ro u
HE COXTYT 32KMBO, KAK HEKOTOPBIX, OTHAKO Y HEro OyAyT OUeHb
6onbime podneMsl. Ero MoryT 3anpstath Kyga yromHo BO M3-
Oe’xaHue pacrpoCTpaHeHHUsl.

— A 4-yTO MHe roBoputh Torga? — Tuxo npomentas, Axe-
POH MOT' TOJIBKO ITOCMOTPETh Ha OTLA, TOrAa KaK €ro sA3bIK BCe
elLle MPOAOJIKAJI 3aIJIETAThCS OT UCTIBITHIBAEMOTO I1I0KA U yKaca.

Crpax, KOTOpPBII1 OH UCOBITAJ U UCHBITHIBAET JI0 CUX IOp HE
TIO3BOJISUT €My OKOHYATEIbHO COOPAThCS C MBICIISIMU, a B TOJIOBE
TO Y JIEJIO BCIUTBIBAJI 3HAK, TOPSIIUIA Ha ero 0OYTJIEHHOH JIaJIOHH.

— TIIpocto roBOopH BCeM, UTO Thl OOKEr PYKy U Terepb BbI-
HYXJIEH CKpbIBaTh YPOJCTBO, HO HU B KOEM CJIy4ae He MOKa3bl-
Bail. Thl IBOPSIHUH, TOTOMY TeOsI HE TIOCMEIOT 3aCTaBUTh, OOSICh
OIIMOUNTHCS, Bellb B TAKOM CJTydae He CHOCUTb M TOJIOBBI. [laxke
€CJIM IPUAKMYT, TO IPOAOJIKANA BCE OTPULIATh IO CAMOIO KOHIIA.

JleMuaH crapajics NpuaaTb CBOEMY rojocy M CEpbe3HOCTb U
JIETKOCTh, OTHAKO AXEPOH JIUIIIb POJOJIKaI XaHAPUTb, TO U -
JIO IyCTO KMBas Ha ero ciosa. [Jaxe CuibBa crapaiack ero noj-
60pUTh, OHAKO HUYETro He BhIxoamio. OH CIIOBHO 3acen B c00-
CTBEHHBIX MBICJISIX, YETO paHblle HUKOTAA HE CJTyYasioCh.

— AXepoH, NOCMOTPHU Ha MeHs. — JleMuaH TyT ke Mo3Baj
CBOETO ChIHA, IOHUMAs1, YTO JIOJIKEH XOTh KAK-TO MOAHSATh MY



€ro M Tak yxke CJIOMJICHHBIH IyX, aKKYypaTHO KJIaJsl PyKy eMy Ha
wiedo. — MbI BO BceM paszdepemcs, aaio tede coBo. U Th He
ympeliib, moHs1? Tel Oyzienib KuTh U MPOKXUBEIIb TaK, KaKk caM
Toro 3axoyenib. He oOpaiiaii BHUMaHue Ha TO, YTO CKa3aja 3Ta
Jlaypa. {1 knsiHych, AXepoH, Bce OyzieT XOpOIIIO.

JIuiie nocne nmocnenHux cloB OTiia AXEpOH Cllerka yCHoKo-
wicsi. HeMHOro noes ¥ BBITIMB BOJIBI, OH TYT e OOJIOKOTHIICS Ha
KOJIEHU MaTepH, a ero BeKM HaYali 3aKPbIBAThHCS MO TSKECTHIO
ycranoctu. JleMuaH penui He IIIyMeTh, AaBasi ChIHY OTJOXHYTb,
Torja kak CuibBa Havajia TUXO paccKasbiBaTh cKasky. [loOpyio,
NPUSTHYIO U TaKyl0 MUPHYIO... CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW MOXET OBITh
JIMIITH OTHO TOJIBKO 100PO.

— 3aceInai Mo MIJIBIA MaJIbUMK, ClIaaKo crii. He mpoOymut
TeOs IIyM, a JIWIb CBeT 3apu. He yBUAMIND ThI IJIOXOTO, JIUIIIH
Oy/ielllb cyacTbeM OKpyxkeH... — C KakIpIM cJIOBOM I1aza CuJib-
Bbl HAYAJIM YBJIAXKHATHCS, OJHAKO BUJISI YMUPOTBOPEHHbIE U 3a-
KPBITHIE 71232 CBOETO ChIHA, KOTOPBIH TaK CJIAJIKO CITUT, OHA JIUIIIb
IPONOJIKIIIA ellle Tullle TpexHero. — W apyseit BOKpyr ceOst
Thl coOepeliib. VI He yOOUIIIbCS THI 3JI0/ICeB, Be/lb 37I0/ICEB HET.
OKpy>XeH Tbl JIMIIb JPY3bSIMHU... MUJIBIA AXEPOH.

CrycTsi HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHUM B IMTOBO3KE yXke OBbUIO CIIBIITHO
JIVIIITH TUXOE ¥ MUPHOE COTIeHHe, Pa30aBIIsieMOe TOJIBKO THXUMHU
BCXJIUTIAMH OTOPYEHHOW MaTepH.



I'nasa 13. Tort, k1O mpokJsAT. Yacrs 1.

[Toka AxepoH criaj, B €ro MbICJISIX, TO U JIEJIO MeJIbKasia ypol-
JMBasi KyKJia, Jiexamasi y Hero Ha jajoHu. OHa mpomoimkana
’Kedb ero JIeBYI0 PyKy, a OH MOT JIMIIb IPOAOJIKATh HAOMOAATh
KaK OHa TMOCTETNeHHO CTAaHOBUTHCS BCE UepHee W YepHee, B TO
BpeMsl KaK YXacalollluil cMpaj] Topesioro Msca 3arojHsUl ero
HOBJIPU.

I'ne-To manexko oH ciblial rosoc Jlaypsl, 4To BocneBaia Mo-
JIMTBY, OTHAKO C KaXJbIM MPOWJEHHBIM MITHOBEHUEM €€ TOJIOC
CTAaHOBWJIACH JIMIIIb THUIIIE, TOT/IA KaK JKKEeHHUE B JIAJJOHU U 3arax
TOpEJIOro Msica Bce CUJTbHEE.

OH crapajncst OTOpOCUTh KyKJTy, HO OyATO OBl HE MOT TIOIIIe-
BEJIUThCS, BHIHYXKJCHHBIN JIUIIb TIPOJOJIKATh TEPIETh 3Ty aro-
HUO. CITyCTs] HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHMI HEBUJMMbIE MYThI CIOBHO
MUTOM CIaJIi C HETO, OTYErO OH TYT K€ BHIOPOCHIT KYKJTy, YCTa-
BUBIIIKCH HA OOYTJICHHYIO JIAJIOHb, HA KOTOPOU SIPKO TOpPeJT CTPaH-
HbI/ ¥ HEMIOHSITHBIN €MY 3HaK.

AXepoH MOHUMAJI, YTO OH CITUT, YTO TU COOBITUS yXke MPO-
W30IIUTH, OJTHAKO OH BCE PABHO HE MOT HU MPOCHYTHCS, HU JIeH-
CTBOBATh TakK, Kak TOro xo4er caMm. OKpyKaoluid MUP CJIOBHO
TOHYJI B TEMHOTe, U axe Jlaypa, cujieBiiasi HApOTUB HEro, Ka-
3aJ1ach HAXOAUTCS YKacHO AAJIeKO, JIUIIb MPOAOJIKAs OTAAATh-
CS1 C KQKIBIM MPOIICANINM MUTOM. Y3Ke ceiidac OH He CJIbIIIa
ee MOJIUTBY, HE MOT pasIVIsAETh €e JIMLO, 3a0bIBajl €€ UMHL...



OH momHSJICS, CIOBHO BEIOMBIA YeM-TO, TYT XK€ HauuHasi
HECIIEITHO HAMPaBJISIThCS Briepea. OH XOTes BBIUTU U3 KOMHATHI,
XOTeJI 103BaTh OTIIA U MaTh, HO BCE YTO OH MPOJIOJIKAJI JeJIaTh,
TaK 9TO MeJIJICHHO M/ITH TI0 HaIpaBJICHHIO K BaJISIONIENCS Ha T10-
JIy KyKJIe, 4TO celyac Kazaiach emMy Jiaxe erie 6osee ypommBOu.
Yepes mur ero pyka yxe OMycTHIach U MOJHSIA ee, a OHA caMa
Ka3aJjiach celuac Kak HUKOT/IA TSDKEJION, CJIOBHO TIepEeTOJTHEHHAS
BOJIOM, TO U JIEJIO TIePEJIMBABIICHCS, C OJHOM CTOPOHBI, HA JIPY-
TyIo.

Ho kax 6bl Tam HE ObUTO, AXEpOH cefiuac He MOT HUYero cjie-
JIaTh, JIMIb MTPOJIOJIKAS IEPXKaTh KYKJTy B CBOMX pykax. OH ObLI
CJIOBHO 3pUTejieM, HO OJTHOBPEMEHHO U caMuM co0oii. Ero pyka B
HESICHOM TIOPBIBE JIUIIIb CJIErKa CKaJlach, OTUETO YPOIINBasI KyK-
Jla MTHOBEHHO JIOIHYJI4, TOT/Ia KaK U3 Hee OECUUCIICHHBIM POeM
TIO €r0 PYKe yKe 00ekalo MHOKECTBO Pa3IMUHBbIX HACEKOMBIX.

OT 1110Ka 1 MTHOBEHHO OTXBATHBILIETO €ro y’kaca AXepOH MOT
TOJILKO TYT K€ 3aKpUYaTh, HO CITyCTsI MTHOBEHHE, OH CIIOBHO MU-
T'OM BBIHBIPHYJT U3 TEMHOTBI, OKPYKaBIIIEH ero.

AXepoH Pe3KO pachaxHyJl I71a3a, HallOJIHEHHBIE CTPAXOM, TYT
K€ TIOJAHUMAsICh C KOJIEH MaTepu, KOTopasi cefiyac THXO Criaja.
OH He 3aKkpuyan ¥ He 3aIIakall, JUIIb YKACHO YCTal OT BCEro.
Ycran ot cBOEro HEMOLHOIO Teja, OT CTpaxa U yxkaca, OT Tops,
NIeYasIv ¥ HOUIM, YTO BbIHYX/JIEHbI HECTU €I0 POIUTENIH.

— MoxeTr MHe TTpoCTO caaTbes... — Mpicau AXepoHa oTaa-
JIJIUCH BCE JIAJIbIIE, a CaM OH XOTEJI BHOBb 3aCHYTh, OJHAKO CITy-



CTs1 MUT B IIOBO3KE YK€ pa3Aajicsl TUXUH IoJoC ero oTua.

— CHoBa kommap? — JlemMuaH nuibs BHUIMATEIHHO HAOIIO-
JaJ 32 CBIHOM, TOrJa Kak ero rojoc ObUT CIIOKOEH U HAIOJHEH
yYBEpEHHOCTBI0. OH ¥ Tak 3HaJ OTBET HAa CBOU BOIIPOC, JA0CTaTOY-
HO OBLJIO JIMIIIb B3MJISIHYTh HA OJIEAHOE JIMILIO ChIHA, TOKPBITOE HC-
MApUHON.

AXepoH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT JIMIIIb KUBHYTh Ha CJIOBa OTII,
OKOHYATeJIbHO N30aBJIsAACh OT APEMOTHI, CJIEA0M Yke NOIHUMA-
SCh U ycaxkuBasich noygooHee. Ero B3risig HanpaBuicsi B OKHO
MIOBO3KH, 32 KOTOPOM CHOBa ObLIa OIHA TOJIBKO TEMHOTA U MPAK.

— MBI yxe ckopo npudyaem. Ocranoch OKOJIO NosTyvaca ITy-
TH. Thl IOMHHUILIb, YTO I0JIKEH TOBOPUTH ? — Bujid KakuM pacce-
SITHHBIM OBLI €10 CbIH, JleMuaH mpocTo He MOT HM HarloMHUTb. OH
CJIMIIIKOM TIEPEKHUBAT O TOM, YTO AXEPOH MOT COONTHYTh JIUIII-
HEero, TeM CaMbIM HaBJieKast Oefy.

— 51 Bce NOMHIO 1ar1, He BOJIHYWCS. — AXEpPOH CEpbE3HO KUB-
HYJI 4 TOJIBKO TOCJIe 9TOro JleMuaH cMor ciierka pacciaOuThCsl.

B xoponeBcTBE HE OOMH pa3 MPOUCXOOWIN Cllydad, KOrjaa
KTO-JTM0O OKa3bIBAJICSI HOCUTEJIEM TOTO WJIM MHOTO MPOKJISATHSI.
HekoTtopble ObuTH JIETKUMHU, I03TOMY U30aBUThCS OT HUX HE CO-
CTaBJISUIO TPY/a, OJHAKO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIE MPOKJATUSA MOIIU
BBI3BATh JAXe IIeJble SMUAEMHHU, TIOITOMY MpU OOHAPYKEHUH,
TAKMUX JIOJEU Cpasy Ke WU30JMPOBAIM, a IOPOU U CXKUTaId Ha
KOCTpPax, Be/Ib IEPKOBb OTHOCWJIACH K TAKOMY C IPEJEIbHOMU Ce-
PbE3HOCTHIO.

CHauana [lemnan gyman, 4ro Jaxe eciii Ha AXEpOHeE U eCThb



MPOKJIATHE, TO Jlaypa JIETKO ero CHUMET, HO BCE OKa3aJloCh Ha-
MHOTO XYK€, YeM OH MOT Jlaxe cebe mpencraButh. OOyriaeHHas
JIaJJOHb Y MbUIAIOIIMHI 3HAK... €CIM O MOoA0OHOM OyIeT pacmpo-
CTPaHEHO, TO JaXX€ OH HE CMOXKET 3alllUTUTh CBOETO ChIHA OT
LEPKBHU.

— Jlaypa... TmaBHOe, YTOOBI OHA HE 3aMHTEPECOBAIACH ITUM
ciydaeM. OHa eIMHCTBEHHAs, KTO BUJIEJ U KTO UMEET BJIACTh Ha-
yarh pacciefoBaHUe MPOTUB MEHsS U MOEro CbhiHa. Bo3MOKHO,
pBILIAPU TOKE BUAEIIU, HO 3TO MAJIOBEPOATHO, Bellb CHIlbBa ycIie-
JIa IPUKPBITh AXEpOHa..

[Ipu MBICIIAX O TOM, KaK OH paccraics ¢ Jlaypoii ropbkuii pu-
BKYC TIOpaK€HHs TO U JIeO MPOCKab3biBasl Ha ero rydax. [o
CHX TTOp OH HE MOT TMOHSTh MPUYMHY CBOEH SIPOCTU M TOJOOHBIX
JEUCTBUM.

— BuauMo s JelcTBUTENBHO MOCTapent... — B3I0XHYB OT
ycTajiocT JleMuaH JIuIib TPUKPbLT [J1a3a, IPOJOoJKas Pa3MblIll-
JIATh O MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX JIEVICTBUSIX, KOTOPBIE €MY €lle Mpej-
CTOUT ITPENIIPAHATD.

Crycra nosyaca Kapera HaKOHell OCTaHOBWJIACh, a [lemuaH
ye JIETOHbKO noieBenny CUibBY, OT YEro Ta TYT XK€ IPOCHY-
nack. Tem He MeHee TToKa OHa IIPUXO/IUIIA B ce0s1, AXepOH B CBOIO
odepenpb ykKe C KPAXTEHUEM BBIOPAJICS M3 KapeThl, T0KUAASCH
BO3JIe Hee U ITYOOKO BJbIXasi MPOXJIJHBII HOUHON BO3IYX.

— Iloxoxe s CIUIIKOM M3MOTajach B JIOPOre... IPOCTU AO-
poroii. — Tuxo mporoBopuB, CuiibBa MOTJIa TOJIBKO OPOCUTDH
HEJIOBKMU B3IJISAJL HA MyXKa.



OHa eiicTBUTENTHHO YyBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 yKAaCHO, Taxe cernyac.
[Iponsomeaiee ¢ CBIHOM HE JaBajO €l MOKOs, OfHaKo lemu-
aH YYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 IBHO HEHAMHOTO JTydlIlle, [I03TOMY il ObLIO
CJIeTKa HEJIOBKO, YTO U3 HUX TPOMX JIMIIb OH OIUH TaK U HE OT-
JOXHYJL.

— He o6parmiaii Buumanust, CvutbBa. Thl ke 3HaeIlb, S MOTY
HE CraTh U JOJIbIIe, BCe XOPOoIo. — JleMuaH Juiis MaxHys py-
KO, He oOparnasi Ha 3To BHUMaHwu s, oTyero CuibBa JIMIIIb C JII0-
Ot ynbpIOKOW KUBHYIA.

Bce ke kak philiaph, €e MyX JeHCTBUTETLHO ObLT HAMHOTO BbI-
HOCJIMBee OOBIYHBIX JIIOJICH, TTOSTOMY OHA OOJIbIIE He COOMpaIach
3a0CTPsITh Ha 9TOM BHMMaHue. He nymasi, oHa TyT ke mocieno-
BaJIa HAPYXKy 32 CHIHOM, TYT K€ HaOpachIBasi Ha €ro Iie4d Ter-
JIOe OIesiyIo0.

— AXepoH, XOTsl ceiyac 1 JIeTO, HO HOUbIO Thl MOXeIIIb 3a00-
netb. [ToGeperu ceds1. — Teruto ynbiOHYBIMC, CUTBBA MSATKH-
MU JIBWKEHUSIMM TTPUTJIAANIIA OfIESsUIO K TiieuaM AXepoHa, uTo-
ObI OHO HE CMaJAJIo, ¥ HE YAEPKaBIIVCH MOIIEIOBaJIa ChIHA B Ma-
KYIIIKY.

AXepoH TocMOTpeJT Ha CBOI0 MaMy ¢ OJIaroflapHOCTHIO, OTHA-
KO ee B3IJIsJI, YTO Bceraa ObUT YHMCT U SIPOK celuyac CHOBa ObLI
3aTeMHEH MepeKUBAHUSMHU U MEYAJIbI0, OTYETr0 OH MOT JIMIIIb UC-
TIBITHIBATD CTHIJ] U TIeUaslb, BEIb UMEHHO OH SIBJISIETCS TTPUUUHOMN
BCEX TUX MPOOJIEM.

— HenaBuxy 310 cnadoe Teno... HeHaBUKY 3TH KOIIIMApBL...
HEHABHMKY TOT CTpax. — AXEPOH MOT TOJILKO MSTKO YJBIOHYTh-



Cs1 MaTepy, OJJHAKO OTBEPHYBIIIUCH YBIOKA TYT XKe CIIe3/a C ero
JIVIIIA, 3aMEeHsIsI COOOI0 MPAavYHOE BhIPaXKeHHE, TOTIa KaK BIEPBbIC
B KUM3HU OH MOHSJI, YTO TAKOE UCKPEHHE HEHABUAETh YTO-TH0O0.

Tem He MeHee yxKe CIYCTs OH MOT JIMILb IEPEBECTU B3I/
Ha npuObIBIIUX mofed. Ceituac OblIa TIO3IHSSI HOUb, MTOITOMY
TOJIBKO HEKOTOpPBIE CIIYTH, B TOM uucie Buibrensm u Mupein
BCTpeYaIM IPUOBIBIIUX C JOPOTU XO351€B MOMECThSI.

— Buubrensm, Mupeiin. — KuBHyB [leMuan cpasy ke nepe-
uies K geny. — Kak nesouku?

XoTs uX He ObLJIO BCEro JIMIIb 4yTh OOJbie CyToK [lemuan
BCE PABHO HE MOT HU CIIPOCUTh, BE/Ib HA MPOTSI’KEHUH MTOCJIETHUX
JIHE Bce BEYHO UJET He Tak, Kak Hajo. OH yxke OyarTo Obl Be3/e
BU/JIENI KaKYI0-TO MOJISTHKY.

— C Humu Bee B nopsiike. OHU y:xe JaBHO CIIST, TO3TOMY MbI
¥ ABrYCTO PelIviv, YTO Jydille He CTOUT OyauTh UX. — MupeiH
HEMEJIS OTBETWJI, TOrJIA Kak Mo JiMiy JleMuaHa oH yxe MOHsI,
4yTO noe3aka B rpuj sBHO He ITpUHECIA TUIO/BL.

KuBnyB, JlemuaH TyT ke BeJieJl BCEM CIyraM pPa3OMTHCh,
OCTaBJIsIs JIMIIb OXUIAIYI0 JIMCy, KOTOpOU Bejesl MpUroTo-
BUTh €1y, a TI0C/Ie BHOBb IMPOAOJIKATh CIEAUTH 3a AXEPOHOM.
JByx pbitiapeit, Caiiio 1 beprpama oH TakKe OTIYCTHJI OT/bI-
XaTb, TOHUMAs1, YTO OHU TOKE JTOBOJIBHO CHJIbHO BHIMOTAJIHCh.

— CwibBa, AXEpOH UIUTE OTAbIXaiTe. 3aBTpa OyJIeT HOBBIN
JIEHb Y HOBBIE pe3ynbTaThl. — llepeBens ciaeiom B3I/ Ha IByX
caMbIX OMM3KUX philiapedt, JleMuaH TyT ke mpopobKumL. — Mu-
peviH, BubresibMm HaMm Hy’)KHO IIOTOBOPUTB. Yepes ueTBepTh yaca



Ky y ceOs1 kKabuHere.

Horosopus, [lemMuaH ciegoMm yxe He3amMeIATEIbHO Harpa-
BUJICA K ceOe. EMy npeacTosiyio Hanvcath He OJHO TUChMO U BIIe-
penu enie 0XkKMUIaI0 HE MaJio BaXHBIX pa3roBopoB. COH SIBHO MO-
JOXKJIET.

— Muneau, Bamia MUAJIOCTb. $l ceryac e pa3orpero Bam efy,
TaK 4TO Bbl MOJKETE YK€ HampaBisAThCS B 3al. S Bce mpuHecy
Tyna. — [ToKkJIOHMBIIKCB U 1TOSTyYMB KMBOK OT CuibBbl, JIuca TyT
K€ HalpaBUJIach Ha KyxHI0. Ena yke Oblia roToBa, HY:KHO ObLIO
IIPOCTO CHEJIaTh €€ BHOBb TOPAYEN U MOJATh K CTOJY.

AXEepoH B 3TOT MOMEHT BMECTE C MATEPBIO HAIPABUJICS B TO-
CTUHBIW 3271, TOIIa KaK OH caM IO YT TOJBKO U JIeNaj, 4To C
0eCrOKOWCTBOM MPOAOJIKAT CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO 3a0MHTOBAHHYIO
pyky. Eme B kapere, CuibBa BHOBb 3a0MHTOBAJIA €€, HO HA 3TOT
pa3 yxke Hecrela, 4Toobl HM B KOeM Cilyyae OMHT He CMOT KaK-
7100 CIIE3Th C €ro PyKH, OMHAKO OH BCE PABHO HE HAXOAWUJI cede
MecTa OT OeCIOKOMCTBA.

JoOpaBmmcy 1O KOMHATHl M yceBHmch, CuibBa 1 AXepoH
NIPUHSIUCH KAATh, TOTJA KaK yXke CITyCTsI OKOJIO IISATHAIIIATH MU-
HyT JIuca npuHecna MHOXECTBO pa3HbIX OJIOf, CIIOBHO TOJIBKO
YTO BBITAIIEHHBIX U3 neun. [loBapa npenmnosnaraiy, 4To OHA MO-
I'yT BEPHYTHCSI IPUMEPHO B 3TO BPEMsl, [I03TOMY MHOKECTBO €/1bl
yXke ObUIO MOATOTOBJIEHHO, OCTABAJIOCH JIUIIIH €€ TIOATrOPeTh U IMO-
Jath.

— Munenu, Bailia MWIOCTb, IPUSATHOTO amnmeTuTa. Sl ckopo
npuHecy 4ail. — JloroBopus, Jluca xotena yxe ObuTO pasBep-



HYTBCS1 M HAIIPABUTHCS HA KyXHIO, OIHAKO roioc CUITbBBI TYT ke
3aCTaBUJI €€ 3aMEPETh.

— He nyxHo, Jluca, npucaap. Ham HyKHO OroBOpuUTb.

Ceiiuac CusbBa roBopuiia ¢ MpejesibHOW CEPbe3HOCThIO, OT-
yero Jlrca He Moryia He OOJIeTHETh, YCaKUBAsCh 3a CTONN. MbIC-
JIM O TOM, UYTO €€ XOTSIT BBIKUHYTh U3 MIOMECThS TO U JIEJIO MEJIb-
KaJId B TosioBe. TeM He MeHee CIielyIolIUe CJIOBA, BBILIEAIIUE C
yCT GapOHECCHl 3aCTaBUJIH €€ CJIeTKa PaccaadUThCsl.

— AXepoH OOXer pyKy MokKa Mbl ObUTM B MyTU. Thl JOMKHA
CIEZIUTh, YTOOBI OH HA B KOEM CJTydae He CHUMaJ OMHTHI Oe3 Me-
He, TeOe ACHO?

VYcnbiuas cnoBa Cusbbbl, JInca Ha MuUr oneiuia, He COBCEM
MOHMMasl, YTO UIMEHHO XO3sIiiKa OT Hee xoueT. [IpockOa nmokasa-
JIaCh €M CJIerKa CTPAHHOWM, OTHAKO OHA MOIJIa JIMIIb HEPEIIUTEb-
HO KUBHYTb, MPOAOJIKAST HEYBEPEHHO FOBOPUTH:

— Muwieiu, MHE HYKHO MEHSITh €My OMHTHL....

— Her! — Enga CuipBa ycablmaia caoBa CIIyKaHKH, Kak
HECIEePKaHHBIN BBIKPHUK TYT € BBILIEN U3 €€ pra. Tem He MeHee
yXKe CITyCTSI MUT OHa TOHSJIa CBOIO OIMOKY, CJIeJIOM JIUIIIb TIPO-
J0JIXKast CIIOKOMHO TOBOPUTb, CIOBHO HUYETO U He ObL10. — Tebe
MIPOCTO HYKHO CJIE/IUTh, YTOOBI OMHTHI HE CNIA/IAIA C €r0 PYKH,
¥ OH CaM UX CJIy4YaiHO He CHsUI. DTo OyKBaIbHO Bee. Terneps Thl
noHsia?

Hocnymas cioBa 6apoHecchl, JIuca TyT ke TOpOIIMBO 3aKH-
BaJjia, CJIOBHO KypUla, KJIOKIAsl 3€pPHO, TO U AEJI0 UCITyTaHHO
norysiapiBasi Ha AxepoHa. Ee B3misin cMyTuil ero, no3romMy OH



MOT' JIMIIIb CMOTPETh B CBOIO TapesKy, HaOWBasi poT e/loi U He
OCMEJMBAAACh MIOCMOTPETH €M B I1a3a. OH yxke MpeCcTaBIsl Kak
eMy OyJeT HEeJIOBKO JIraTh KakJAOMYy BCTPEYHOMY O CBOEH pyKe,
HO BBIOOpA Y HETO MOMPOCTY He ObLIO.

— Ha stom Bce, Jluca. Bynp noOpa, npuroToBs Ham 4ai, a
10CJIE MOXEIIb BMeCTe ¢ AXEpOHOM BEpHYThCS OTAbIXaTh. Cama
TOXE MOEIlIb, €CJIU XOYEIlb.

[Mocne cnoB GapoHecchl Jluca cHOBa 3akMBaja, CHEIIHO Ha-
MPaBJISAsACh HA KYXHIO, YTOOBI TPUTOTOBUTH Yail, OJTHOBPEMEHHO
C 9TUM HaOMBasi POT e0i. XOTsI OHa HUKOT/A He TOJIOfIaNa B TIO-
MECThe, a eJIbl ObLIO BIOBOJIb TPOOIEMa 3aKJII0YaIaCh B TOM, 4TO
MIOpOW OHA MPOCTO HE ycneBasia noecTb. OIHAKO 3TO HE Kacalloch
MOCJIEAHUX CYTOK, BeJlb TENIEPh €€ €IMHCTBEHHAs 3a/1a4a CIIEAUTh
32 AXEpOHOM, HO OHA BCE PaBHO HE MOIJIA HU IIOECThb €Ile pas,
Be/Ib 3TO yke ObLJIO CBOEro pojia MPUBBIYKOM.

Yepes HekoTopoe Bpemsi 4ail Obul ToTOoB M Jluca akkypar-
HO pas3jiiiia ero 1o Yairkam, Mocje 4ero noKJIOHMWBIIMCH, CHOBA
yIITa Ha KyxHI0, ocTaBiiAsad CunbBy n AxepoHa opHux. Eu emie
HY’KHO ObLIO TIPUHECTH ey OapoHy, IO9TOMY OHA HE CMeJia Me/l-
JIUTb.

— AXepoH, 5 yBepeHa OTell yXe CKazal TeOe MOBTOPHO, HO
HUKOMY... IOHATHO? — [IoHAB, 4yTO OHM OcTammchk onuu CuibBa
HE MOIJIa HE MTOBTOPUTb, BEb €€, Kak U AXepOoHa MpOoJoJKala
6ecroKoUTh MpodeMa CTPAHHOTO 3HAKA U YEPHOM JIaJOHH.

Ycenpimae ciaoBa Matepu AXEpPOH MO JIMIIb YCTAJIO B3J0X-
HYTb, Be[Ib OH YK€ IIOHSUI C IEPBOrO pas3a, a eMy JO CHX IOp ro-



BOPSAT TIPO 3TO, Tepedst paHy. OaHAKO BUs OECTIOKOMHOE JIUIIO
MaTepy OH MOT JIMIIb [TOAABUTh Pa3IpaxkeHre U CEPbEe3HO KUB-
HYTb.

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, MOCJIE TOTO KaK BbIIWII yal, Axe-
POH y3Ke HeMeJIsl TIOAHSIICS, COOMPAasiCh UIITH B CBOI0 KOMHATY,
Torja Kak Jluca, yxe BepHyBIIasCs K 9TOMY MOMEHTY, HEMe/1JIs
nojonuia K Hemy. TeM He MeHee ee B3IJIsA]] 3eJIeHbIX IJ1a3 ceilvac
TO U JIEJIO MIEPECKAKMBAJI C HETO HA OCTABJIEHHYIO MTOCYAY.

— Moxenb octaBuTh ocyy. [lpyrue ciryru 3aBTpa BCce caMmu
yoepyT. Unu ¢ AxepoHOM ¥ He OTXOQM OT Hero HW Ha Imar. —
be3paznnuHo MaxHyB pykoi Ha nocyay, CuiibBa MOIJIa TOJIBKO
ornyctuth Jlucy. Bee ke rpsi3Has mocyiga Ha cTone cenyac ee
BOJTHOBAJIa MeHbIIe Bcero. [la v B 1oOoM ciydae ciyru o yTpy
U Tak Bce yOepyT.

— Ilongna... — IloknonuBIMCh, JlMca mMoryia TOJILKO KMB-
HYTb U TIOXeJlaB JoOpoil HOUM OapoHecce, HApPaBUTLCS BCIEN
32 AXepOHOM, KOTOPbII YK€ HECIIEIIIHO U KpalHe YCTalo el K
ceOe B KOMHATY.



I'nasa 14. Tot, kTO mpokJAT. Yacrs 2.

Ceityac Jluca mumb MeUIEHHO Lula Bees 32 AXEpOHOM, HE
pemasch ToBOPUTh UTO-100. OHa O CHX MOp MOMHMJIA TOT
yXkac, ¢ KOTOPBIM OH CMOTpEJ Ha Hee, MOCie TOro Kak ¢ Kpu-
KOM IIPOCHYJICSl OT HEMOHATHOIO KOIlIMapa, OT4ero ei ObuIo J1a-
’Ke HEMHOT'0 He I10 cele.

— Muopn ¥ MusieIu yexaiu B TOT ke IeHb... Bumumo mpo-
W30IIJIO JeWCTBUTENIBHO YTO-TO Cepbe3HOe. MOXET... IeBOUKH
npaBbl U AxepoH npokJAT? Tem Gonee ero pacckas o Kommape...
— UYem Gonbiite JInca 06aymbIBasia MpoOM3O0IIE/IIee, TEM CTpalll-
HEe el CTAHOBUJIOCh.

Korna AXepoH ¢ poauTesiMu B CIIEIIKE YeXaJld U3 IOMECTbS
MHOKECTBO CIIyT He HAXOIWIM ceOe MecTa, a B IOMECTbe He CTH-
XaJl TUXUH 1menot oocyxaeHuil. Ecim 6bl He ABrycTo, 4To CTpo-
'O HACTPOT'o 3alPeTJT 00CYKAaTh YTO-JIMOO0 CBSI3aHHOE C CEMbE
AneteeB, TO TOT TUXUH HIENOT MpeBpaTuiics Obl B Oypro 00Cyxk-
TICHUH.

Chauasia, Korga Bce TOJIBKO MPOU3OILIO BCe TOAYMalH, 4TO
AXepOH IBITAJICS 9TO-TO czienaTh ¢ JIucoii, oTyero ta mosena ce-
Os1 Hepa3yMHO U M30WJIa ero, HO YBHUJEB €€ KUBOW M 3[J0POBOM
CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO 4acOB 3Ta MBIC/Ib MCUE3T1a TaK:Ke OBICTPO, KaK



1 nosBuiack. O4eBUIHO, M30KMEHUe CIadoro 3J0pOBbEM ChIHA
6apoHa He conuIo Obl C PyK HUKOMY, TIO3TOMY OCTAJIbHbIE CITyTH
MOTIJIH JIMIIIb JOCTaBaTh JIuCy, cripammBas, 4to ke MpOU30IILIO
Ha camoM jejie. OHa MpojoIKaia MOJYaTh U Pa3BOIUTh pyKa-
MU, TIO3TOMY OCTaJIbHBIM HHUYEro HEe OCTAaBaJIOCh KpOMeE KakK ca-
MOJIMYHO OOCYK/IaTh MPOU3OIIE/IIEe W CTPOUTh TEOPHH, OIHA
U3 KOTOpBIX ObUIa TIOpa3uTeNibHA OJIM3Ka K WCTHHE: Mutaaimi
cbiH OapoHa JleMuaHa — mpokIAT. Kak TONbKO 3TO mpejioxe-
HMeE MPO3BYYaJIO, OHO CJIOBHO 3alIENUIOCh 32 YCTa BCEX CIIYT T0-
MECTbSI.

[TooOHbIH BBHIBOJ CITYT HE ObUT YEM-TO YAMBUTEIbHBIM, BEJlb
KOI/Ia IMPOMCXOAMJIO YTO-TMO0 CTPAHHOE, HE 3HAIOIIHE JIIOIU BCe-
I/1a BUHWIN TEMHbIC CUJIbI U TIPOKJISITHS, OMHAKO B IAHHOM CITy-
Yyae OHU JEWCTBUTEJIHHO MOJOOpAMCh K UCTUHE, KaK HHUKOT/A
OJIN3KO.

Tem He mMeHee MOoKa B rojioBe Y JIMCHI CTPOMIIUCH TEOpUU U
Pa3MBILIUIEHNUS OHA M HE 3aMETWJIA, KaK Jaxe CO CTOJb MEIJIEH-
HBIM TEMIIOM YK€ OKa3ajach MPsMO NEepell BXOJAOM B KOMHATY
AxepoHa, a caM OH yke NIepeOIEBAIICA B APYTYIO OEKY.

K 3TOMy MOMEHTY B KOMHATe YyXe CTOsiIa JIOTIOJTHUTE bHAS
KpOBaTh, MPUTOTOBJIEHHAs )T Hee, a TAKKe BCe HEOOXOIMMBbIE
BEIllM, OTYer0 AXEpOH He MOT' HU YIAMBUTBHCS, OMHAKO OH UYB-
CTBOBAJI Ce0s1 CJIMIIIKOM IIJIOXO, YTOOBI y HEro ObLIM CHUIIBI JIJISI



CTECHEHHU A WUJIN YETrO-TO HOILO6HOFO.

Cmotps Ha Hero, JIuca He Morjla HU 3aMETUThb U3MEHEHMS,
npowusotiennme ¢ HuM. [1poiio kazanock b 0ojee CyToK, a
MpauHbIil B3IJIsiI, Ka3anaach He cxoaui ¢ ero juua. [locie toro,
KaK ee pa3MBIIUICHUs] JOOPATUCH JIO TTPOKJIATHI U TEMHBIX CHIT,
€ro TeMHbIe, CJIOBHO OMYT IJ1a3a /iJisl Hee BBITTISAIeH Jake Oonee
yeM myraioiiie. He roBopst y:xe 0 MOJTHOCTBIO MOKPHITON OMHTaMU
PYKe, uepe3 CJI0M KOTOPOi He ObUIO BUJHO HU €MHOTO MUJLJIH-
MeTpa KOXH, 4TO MOKA3aJI0Ch €1 Y)KaCHO CTPAHHBIM.

Xors neBast pyka AxepoHa Obl1a 0OYIJIEHHO! JIMIIb Ha JIaj10-
HH, JIaKe Ha Mabllax BCe PABHO MOXKHO ObLIO pasriisieTh dep-
HbIE MATHA, TIO3TOMY BCSI €r0 KUCTh ObLJTa IJIOTHO U YMEJIO 00BSI-
3aHa OMHTaMM, OOXBAaTHIBAsI KK/l CAHTUMETp KOxku. [lepBoe
BpeMsi eMy ObLIO HEeylI0OHO, OJHAKO CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO YacOB B
KapeTe OH y:Ke MOJTHOCTBIO ITPUBBIK, IaKe He 3aMeyast pa3inyui,
€CJI KOHEYHO CIeNMaIbHO He 0OpaliaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAaHHUSI.

— Jluca, MOXeIlIb JIOKUTBCA CIaTh, MHE HUYETO HE HYXKHO,
a Thl JIOJUKHO ObITh ycTasa. — [lepeBe/st B3MIIsL HAa 3aCTHIBIIYIO
JEBYIIKY, AXEpOH clierka ynslOHyscs, otdero Jluca TyT e mo-
YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOsl yXKacHO, pa3 Havyaja OOSATHCS TOr0 MHUJIOTO
MaJIb4MKa, YTO TOJIBKO JIMLIb HEJIABHO CTECHSJICA, ITPOCS €€ Ha-
3bIBaTh CeOsI 10 UMEHHU.



Ona paGoTaer B 3TOM MOMECTbE Y€ HE OJUH IOl M MOXHO
CKazarh 3HaeT AXepoHa IocTaToyHO Xoporo. OH Bcerma ObLT
npeieNTbHO 100, OCTOPOKEH M MOYTUTENEH Jake CO CIIyraMu,
Yero He CKaxellb O ero cecTpax. XoTsl OH U BbIIVIA/EN JOBOJb-
HO HEMPUIIISTHO, OCOOEHHO CO CBOEW XPOMOTOM, CYTYJOCTBIO U
OONBHBIM BUIOM, T0Opee MaJIburKa OHa elrle He BcTpedana. OH,
Ka3aJ10Ch, Bceryia ObUT TOTOB MTOMOYb T€M, KTO TOTPOCHT Y HEro
MOMOIIY U IaXe TeM, KTO He IPOCHUT.

— Xoporo, AXepoH, Tl Toxe oTasixail. Eciu tebe uro-To
HYKHO Cpa3y K€ TOBOPU MHE, B€/lb 32 3TUM £ U 371ech. — Jluca
OBICTPO ITPOrOBOPHIIA, OTYETO CITYCTSI MUT JJa)Ke CJerka MmoKpac-
HeJla, TIOHSB JIBYCMBICJIEGHHOCTb CBOMX CJIOB.

Ee HeoBKMA B3I TYT jKe MPOOeka 1o ity AXepoHa, ofl-
HAKO OH BOOOIIe He 00paTHJl HUKAKOTO BHUMaHUS Ha ee CJIoBa,
OTYEro OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 PE/IEIbHO TITYTIO, CTECHSICh MaJTb-
YMKa [OYTH BJIBOE MJIAJILIE HEe.

CrycTst HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl, Y:Ke 3€Basi OHa TYT ke Jierjia Ha
Kkposare. CHavasaa OHa XOTesa MOJOKATh IMOKa AXEPOH YCHET,
OJIHAKO YyBCTBOBAJIA ceOsI CIMIIIKOM yCTaBIIel, He TOBOPSI O TOM,
4TO OBLTA CepeIMHa HOYM, OTYErO COH MOCTENEeHHO 3aXBaThiBa
ee.

Pa3ymeercsi AXepoH MOHsUT 3HAYEHHE €€ CJIOB, HO €ro MbIC-



7 ObUTH 3a0MTHI JIMIITL O MPOKJISITOM 3HAKE HA JIAZJOHU U YPO[I-
JIMBOU KYKJIE, IO9TOMY OH MPOCTO HE MOT COCPEJOTOUYUTHCS Ha
yeM-J100 ernie. PernmB HEMHOTO OTBJIEUbCSI, OH TYT K€ B3SUT Of1-
HY U3 KHWT, JIEKAIYI0 Ha €r0 CTOJI€ U KOTOPYIO OH YK€ UMTall
MHOECTBO pa3.

VYcepmmich NoygoOHee Ha KPOBATH, M OTKPHIB HAYAIO0 KHUTH
OH TYT € Ha4yaJl YUTaTh, OHAKO CKOJILKO Obl OH HU MBITAJICS CO-
CPEeIOTOUUTHCS, MBIC/IM BCE PABHO BHOBb BO3BPAILAJICH K OTHO-
MY U TOMY Xke.

— Iloyemy 3TO MPOUCXOAUT CO MHOM...? MHE OCTaloCh KUTh
BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO JIET U JaKe TaK... JaXke TaK s HE MOTY Ipo-
CTO XUTb CIIOKOMHO... TouyeMy? [TIOYEMY?!" — IloaHsB cBo
3a0MHTOBAaHHYI0 PYKY W B3IJISIHYB Ha Hee AXEpOH MOT TOJBKO
SIPOCTHO CTUCHYTb 3yOblI, TOIJIa KaK HEBepOsATHAsI OOM/1a BMMT 3a-
XJIECTHYJIA €rO0.

JlopokKu cje3 TyT ke Hayald KaTUThCS U3 ero Ijas, momna-
Jasi HA KHUTY ¥ CJIeIOM YK€ BIUTBIBasiCh B cTpaHuily. OH xoten
0e3yMHO 3aKpHYaTh, 3aBOMUTH, CJIOBHO 3B€Pb, KOTOPOTO 3arHAJIN
B JIOBYIIKY, U3 KOTOPOW HET BBIXOIA, HO HE MOT... [IPOCTO HE MOT.
Ero caepxuBana Jluca, Haxoasimascs B KOMHATe, €ero cAepKuBa-
JIM CTISIIIIUE B JPYIMX KOMHATaxX CIYTd, POAUTENH, YTO MaHUve-
CKH TYT ke OpocsTcs crofia BMecTe ¢ poiapsimu. OH He MOr 3a-
KpH4aTh, BHOBb JIMINAS UX BCEX OT/BIXA... HE MOT OBITh HACTOJNb-



KO C1a0bIM ¥ STOMCTUYHBIM. ..

B stor MmomeHT Jluce, 4to cenyac Jiexkasia Ha CBOer KpoBaTu U
MOYTH 3aCHYJIa MMOKA3aJI0Ch, CJIOBHO OHA YCIIbIIIATa TUXUH 3BYK
JOXK[IsI, OTHAKO OH MPEKpaTUiICS Takke ObICTPO, KaK M HAvaJICs,
MO3TOMY CITYCTS1 YK€ HECKOJIbBKO MTHOBEHUM OHA OKOHYATEIbHO
ycHyna. Kazanock, He mponuio U Mura, Kak B KOMHaTe MpojoJ-
’KaJIO 3By4aTh JIMIIb JIETKOE CONIEHUE W MPUITYIIEHHBI CKPUIT
C)KUMAIOIIUXCS OT SIPOCTHU 3yOOB.

Criyctst OKOJIO Yaca AXEepOH TaK M He CMOT COCPEOTOYHUTHCS
Ha KHUTe, a JKeJIaHue CraTh HApacTajio ¢ KaXkIbIM MTHOBEHHEM.
XOTs1 IO 3TOTrO OH CIaJl JOBOJBHO JIONTO, HO ceifyac BCe PaBHO
qyBcTBOBaN ce0s1 Oe3 cuil. Ero u tak ciaboe mocne mpousornes-
IIMX COOBITHI TEJIO CJIOBHO CTaIo elne ciabee. [71a3a nmocreneH-
HO 3aKPBIBAJIMCh,  CaM OH BCKOPE MPOBAIIICS B OOBATHUS CHO-
BUJIEHUM.

Ceituac AxepoH 4yBCTBOBaJ ceOs1 ykacHo rojoaHsM. oo,
Ka3aJioch, MOKUpai ero u3HyTpu. CioHa OellleHO BbIAESIACD,
Oy/ITO B MPHINIECTBUY JIOTOKIAaHHOM €]1bl, a 3yOBl CTy4aJIv U Tep-
JIMCh IPYT 00 Jpyra ¢ HEBUJAHHOM SIPOCTBIO U 371000, CJIOBHO
pa3MUHAasACh Nepe] NPeACTOAEM MY ITUPOM.

— XO04y €CTb... KaK XK€ g XOUy €CTb...



Emy kazanoch, CIOBHO MeseHa 6e3yMust, SpOCTH U 371005l OKY-
THIBAET €ro pa3yM. becuncieHHble SMOIUH, CIOBHO XaOTUYecKast
peKa MPOIUIBIBAIOT B €r0 CO3HAHUU, HO JaKe CPEAN BCEro 3TO-
IO Xaoca BBIIEJIAIOCH JIMIIL OJHO 0C000 criibHOE — royozn! OH
CJIOBHO YMUPAJI, U JIUIIb KyCOYEK, MATIEHbKUI KyCOUEK MoKa3a-
cs1 Obl eMy BeJTMYaiIIMM OJIaKEHCTBOM KaKOe TOJIbKO MOKHO MC-
TIBITATh.

— 41... 1 X04y €CTb... yMUPAIO C TOJIOY

AXxepoHy, Ka3ajioch, YTO TJe-TO JAJeKO CIBIIIAINCh Oe3yM-
HBIE KpUKH 00JTH, BOILIEH M cTeHaHui. Ho 3To He BOIHOBAIO ero,
KaK He BOJIHOBaJIa 00JIb, MCXOAAIIASI OT €ro JIAJOHH. .. JIUIIb IO-
JIO/1 POJOJIKAJT TEP3aTh €r0 PacCyAOK, HATOMUHAS O TIOMCKE TH-
IIH.

Emy ka3anock, HET... OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, 4To efa Omm3ko. Ocra-
JIOCh JIUIITb COBCEM HEMHOIO, M OH HAKOHEILl CMOXET MOeCTh. 3a-
Tax... 0 TOT ONakeHHBIH 3amax, YTo CJIOBHO CBOIWII ¢ yMa. JIuiib
MIOYYBCTBOBAB €T0, EMY Ka3aJioCh, YTO OH B3MbLI Ha HebGeca, Of1-
HOBPEMEHHO C Y€M TOJIOJL CTAJT IMPOCTO HEBBIHOCUM.

— HHTepecHo, YTO MOXET Tak BKYCHO MaxHyTb? — Mumo-
JIETHBIA BOMPOC MPOJIETEN B TOJIOBE AXEPOHA, CITYCTSl MUT CMbI-
BAEMBIN HETTPEOAOIMMBIM TOJI0NoM. — ] IOmpoOyIo KyCOUex...



JIMIIIb MAJIEHbKUIA KYCOYEK U MOCIIE... TIOCIIE 51 MOUY... TOUAY...
Kyga?

He nponuio u mura, kak AXepoH OIyTWI, CJIOBHO YTO-TO 3a-
ObLJI, YTO-TO OUYEHDb BAKHOE, OTHAKO YKe CITYCTsI OUePEAHON MUT
OH OTOPOCHJT HEHYKHBIE MBICJIH, YTO OTBJIEKAIOT €ro OT IpeKpac-
HOT'O 3araxa AoJroxaaHHou nuiy. OH He CTall MeJTUTb, TYT ke
Jieniasi epBbIid YKYC.

— DTOT BKYC... 3TOT BKYC... — AXEpPOH CJIOBHO BO3HECCS Ha
HeOeca, HACTOJIBKO OJ1a)keHHO OH ceOst onryain. — becrionooen!

Be3yMHbII BO3ITIAC pajiocTy pa3aalics U30 pra AXepoHa, ro-
CJIe Yero OH Havas 0e3yMHO €CTh, KyCOUYeK 32 KYCOYKOM, MHHYTa
32 MUHYTOM... 4acC 32 4YacOM.

— [l-moyemy 1 roJOAHBIN... -3TOT0 HEAOCTaTOYHO! DTOrO
BCe ellle MaJio!

Kpuku 1O 1 1en0 pa3paBajich BJajieke, a 00/b, OTYAsIHUE,
nevyayb W CTpaJlaHusl CIYKWIA JAJIEKUMHU OTIOJIOCKAaMM STHX
BOIUIEH B ymax AXepoHa, HO OH He oOpaiiai Ha 3TO HUKAKOTO
BHUMaHUsl. OH CIIbIIAN JIMIIb TOJ0C, YTO 3ByYasl Tak OJM3KO,
CJIOBHO Y CaMOIO0 €ro yxa, rojoc, 6e3yMHO NOBTOPSIOIIMI JIUIIb
OIHO €AMHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO:



— Tonop...

OTKpbIB 1a3a, AXepoH MeJIEHHO TIOJIHSJICS C KPOBaTH, B TO
BpeMsI KaK ero >KMBOT MOT TOJIbKO IMPOJIOKATh HEBBIHOCUMO YP-
9aTh OT royioza. Jlaxxe Bce ero JMI0 1 MOAYIIKa OblIa M3Ma3aHbI
CITIOHSIMH, OTYETO OH HE MOT' HU TTOMOPIIUTHCS OT OTBPAIICHUS
K caMoMy ceOsl.

— 4 xe moen nepes CHOM, Tak MOYEMY 1 TAKOW TOJIOIHBIN ?
Elie u cmoHelt HammycKasl, Kak peOeHOK... OJMH... Hazeoch, JIu-
ca He Bujesia 3Toro. — MeIeHHO NOJHABIINCh, AXEPOH MOT
TOJIBKO HETOIYIOIIE OMIAEThCS, Kayasi TOJI0BOM OT 10CA/Ibl.

K ero C4YaCTblO, B KOMHATE OBbLI JIUIIH OH OIHH, TOrJa KakK BOC-
XooAmee COJHIEC YKE O1JI0 CBOUMH APKUMU U 30JI0TBIMU JTy4ad-
MM B OKHO, OCB€IIAs BCIO KOMHATY.

[MoTsHyBIMCH, AXEpOH yXke coOpasiCs TOUTH 3aBTPaKaTh, KO-
I71a BAPYT pa3fajics JIETKUU CKPUII U Ha OTKPBIBILEMCS MTOpore
nokaszanack Jluca, KoTopas TsHysa Beies 3a OO0 CepBUPOBOY-
HYIO TEJIeXKKY, IMOTHOCTbIO HAOWTYIO €101 M HarmMTKaMu. Barms-
HYB Ha AXEpOHa, Y KOTOPOro B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha BCI0 KOMHATY
3aypyall )KUBOT, OHA TYT € IPUKPHIB JIAJOHBIO POT 3aXUXUKaJA.

AXEpOH TYT XK€ CJIeTKa CMyTWJICS, IOHUMAast, 4To JIuca rnoxo-



e TIPOCHYJNIACh OT €r0 ypyallero )KMBOTa U B TIOC/IE/ICTBUN YBU-
JeNa KaJIKOe 3PEUIIe, KaK ero MIJIOCTh OOJIMBAETCS CITIOHSIMU
BO cHe. Tem He MeHee, faxe Mpexjae, YeM OH YCIea 4To-Tu00
cKazatb, Jluca TyT e nepedua ero.

— 4 muuero He Buaena. Caguck KymaThb, ena roropa. — IIpo-
Jo/Kast XMxuKarh Jluca yxe B ciemyoliee MrHOBEHUE 3a00T/H-
BO MOJIKATWJIA TEJIEKKY MPSAMUKOM K KPOBAaTH AXEpOHa.

— D-3M, cacu6o Jlnca, HO g mor Obl 1 moecTs B 3ajie. He
CTOMJIO TaK Harpsiratbcst. — C TPyI0M MOJHABIIUCH C KPOBATH,
AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO TOKayaTh roJIOBOM.

Bce xe ceifuac OH XOTeJ CHaYasla YMBITbCSI U TIOUUCTUThH 3Y-
OBI, MPesK/ie YeM HauuHaTh ecTh. Cefiuac BO PTy Y Hero ObLIO Ka-
KO€-TO CTPaHHOE, HETIOHSITHOE U JIA)Ke CJIErKa HEMPUSTHOE OIIly-
IIEHHE.

— Tsoil xuBOT Tak ypyas, 4yro s Oo0sIach, €Clu Thl
IPOCHEUIbCS TYT K€ HAOPOCHUILIbCS HA MEHS YTOOBI ChECTb.

[Mocne cnuB Jluckl HENMOBKask TUIIIMHA BMUT MPOKATUIACH TI0
KOMHaTe, a AXepoH MOKPACHEB OT CMYIIEHUSI MOT TOJIBKO TO-
CMOTPETDb Ha TaKylo e MOKpacHeBIylo JIucy, 4To Ka3zanoch Xo-



TeJa CropeTh co cThiia. OnsATh OHA MPOTapaToOpuiIa, Aaxe He 00-
JYMaB CJIOBA, OTYETO XOTeJa IPOBAUTHCA CKBO3b 3€MJIIO, TOTA
KaK OHU 002 MOIJIY JIWIITh CTOSITh Y TJIYIIO CMOTPETh JPYT Ha JIPY-
ra.

— Ter ke ckazana, yTo HUYEro He Bupena... — llepecras
KpacHETh AXEpOH MOI' TOJBKO HEJIOBKO MPEICTABUTh HEJIUIIE-
MPUATHOE 3penuile ceOsl, MyCKaIIero CIoHU, Kak MIUOT. —
JlagHo, g ymbIBaThCA.

Bups, uro Jluca no cux mop oOmaymbIBaeT, rje OHa CHOBa
omu61ach, AXepoH B CBOIO OYepe/ib yKe HeMe ISl HallpaBUJIC
B BaHHYI0 KOMHATY, IPUMBIKAIONIYIO K ero. B3sB 1meTky u noda-
BUB Ha Hee TPaBSTHOW KCTPAKT ISl OUMCTKH 3yOOB U CBEKETO
JIBIXaHWS1, OH TYT e Hadasl TepeThb 3yObl, OOHAKO pe3Kasi O0Jb B
CJIeIyIOIIEE MTHOBEHHUE TYT k€ 3aCTaBUJIa €0 YyTh JIA HE BBIPO-
HUTD €e€.

— bauH... kak 605bHO. S 4TO, MOpPaHUJICS BO CHE TTOKa kKeBajl
A3BIK ?

Henonro nymasi, AXepoH TyT e MPOTSHYJI PyKY B pOT, 10Tpa-
TMBasICh 10 AAJIbHEro 3y0a, OT KOTOPOro U ucxoauia 0osb. B3sis
ero 060MMH NMaybliaMH, OH PELINJI JIMLIb CJIerKa ero rnouaTarh 1
IIPOBEPUTH TIOUYEMY UMEHHO OH O0iHT. TeM He MeHee JIMIIIb JieT-
KO€ JTaBJIeHUEe, KaK CITyCTs MHT 3y0 yXe JieXkal B ero OKpOBaB-



JICHHOM U JIpO’KaIlien MpaBoul pyKe.

— Y-yr0...? — OmmenomMiaeHHO TpoOOPMOTaB, riiaza Axepo-
Ha BMUT' PacKpPBUIKCh OT IIOKA U yKaca, a caM OH eJlBa CepxKal
JKeJaHWe 3aKpUYaTh.

CrutioHyB B pakOBHMHY, OH MOT BUJETb JIUIIIb KPOBb BIiepe-
MEIIKY C THOEM, OTYEro €ro €/iBa He BHIPBAJIO. YKac BMUI Ha-
TIOJTHWJI €70 CEepIIIe, a CaM OH Jake He IIOHUMAJI, UYTO €My JIeJIaTh.
OH OBl Tak W MPOJIOIKAJ CTOSATh B MCCTYIUICHUU, TIEPETIOTHEeH-
HBIW IIIOKOM, OJJHAKO 3a JIBEPBIO YK€ pa3jiajicsi HEMHOro Oecrio-
KOMHBIN rojioc JIncel.

— AXepoH, Bce B nopsijike?



I'nasa 15. Tor, k1O npokasar. Yacrs 3.

[locne Toro, kak AxepoH Bollles B BaHHY, Jluca yxe crycrs
MUHYTY YCTIbIIIAIa CTPAHHBIN IITyM, TIOSTOMY He MOTJIa HU 3a0ec-
nokouThesi. OH MOT yracTb B OOMOPOK OT ToJIofia FJTH Yero-1moo
elie, Mo3TOMY OHA He3aMeUIMTENIbHO Pellniia CIIPOCUTh B YeM
neno. Tem He MeHee, KOTa CITyCTs] HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, OH Tak U
HE OTBETWJI, ee OECIIOKOMCTBO HAYaJI0 MeIJIEHHO TiepepacTaTh B
NAHUKY.

— 4 cobupatoch BoiiTn. — BMmecTe ¢ atumu cioBamu, Jlvca
TYT ke JepHYyJia Py4Ky U JIUIIIb [TOCTIe 3TOr0 AXepoH OyATO BMUT
nipuIten B ce0s1, OTBJIEKAsCh OT 3y0a, JIeKalero B ero JIaJIoH!.

OH TYT e C KPSIXTEHUEM HaBAJIWJICS HA YKe IPUOTKPBIBIIIY-
10CS1 IBEPb, TOT/IA KaK €ro rojioc ObLT HAMOJTHEH €/1Ba CAEPXKUBa-
emoy naHvkor. OH HU 3a 4TO HE MOT MO3BOJIMTH Jluce yBUaeTh
COCTOsIHME, B KOTOPOM HAaXOAUTCS, Be[b OHa TOYHO U3-3a Oecro-
KOWCTBA BCE PACCKAXKET €ro POAUTENSAM.

— Bce B nopsaake, Jluca. A npocro pasroBapusai cam c Co-
60i1, He oOpalail BHUMaHusl. — AXepOH cTapasicsi TOBOPUTDH Kak
MOXHO OoJiee HeMpUHYKAEHHO, ofHaKo Jluca Bce paBHO 3ame-
THJIA JIETKYIO JPOXb B €ro Tojoce, HO He MpUaia 3TOMY 3Have-
HHE, PEeIlNB, YTO OH MPOCTO CTECHSIETCS ee.



— JlagHo, monsana 4, nonsna. — Otxons ot asepu Jluca or-
MaxHyJ1ach, MOTUpasl YIIUOIEHHBIN 100, TOrma Kak AXepoH B
CBOIO OYepe/lb YK€ HEMEJIS 3aKPbUI IBEPb HA 3aMOK C JIETKUM
IIETYKOM, YCJIBIIIIAB KOTOPBIM Ta MOIJIA JIUIIb 3aKATUTh IJ1a3a.

[Mouss, uto Jluca ortoruia, AXepoH CHOBa HeMeJIJIs ToI0esKal
K PaKOBHHE, IPU 3TOM OBICTPO BKJIIOYasi BoAy. Jlerkas crpyiika
XOJIOHOM BOJIBI MTOTEKJ1a U3 KOJIOALIA, ¥ PO IS CKBO3b ITAPOBO-
JISTHOM TOJI0TpeBaTesib CTAHOBUJIACH C KaX /Il MTHOBEHHEM BCe
teriee. CIycTs MUT OH TYT e Hayasl TaHUYeCKU CMBIBATh KPOBb
Y THOM, KOTOpbIE 3aravykaid paKOBWHY, W JIMIIb Bce yOpaB OH
HAaKOHeIl CMOT CJIeTKa YCIIOKOUTBCS.

— Henb3st 4TOOBI poAUTENY Y3HAIM, BEIb Y HUX U TaK XBa-
TaeT npobiemM. Bce paBHO MHE OCTasloch KUTh BCETO HUYETO....
— CiioBa AXepoHa Halyrajy Jaxe ero caMoro, OJHaKo OH IO-
HUMAJI, YTO BBUIEYHUTH €r0 BCE PABHO HE CMOI'YT, BEllb BCIO €r0
KU3Hb CIIENATh TO NBITAUIMCH MHOTHUE, & TIOTOMY CMEPTb - JIUIIb
OUYEBU/IHBIN 1J151 HETO UCXO[L.

OH u caMm Bcerza 3To NOHUMAJI, Jake A0 Toro, Kak Jlaypa ot-
KpbUIa €My TOpbKYI0O MUCTUHY cBOMMHU yctamu. OH 3HajI, 4To C
KaX[Iblil HEM cabeeT Bce CHIIbHee U BCKOpE J1a)Ke HACTaHeT Ta-
KO MOMEHT, KOTJla OH He CMOXET TMOTHAThCS ¢ KpoBatH. [Ipo-
CTO Jla)ke MOHMMAsl 3TO, OH CJIOBHO HE MOT JI0 KOHIIa MIOBEPUTb.



JIuiib NpoKUB KaKUX-TO AEBSITh JIET, CIYCTS €11le HECKOJIBKO €ro
y&Ke KIYT XOIOIHbIE OOBITUSI CMEPTH. XOTSI OTEI] U YTBEPK/IAT
oOparHOe, OH MOHUMAJI, YTO ITO OBUIO JIMIIL OTPUIIAHKE TIPAB-
JIMBOUN Y TOPbKOUW UCTUHBI.

— M-moxer - 310 cynp06a? Moxer mMost cyapOa... ymepeTs?
Benp He mpocto ke Tak s 0oJ1elo ¢ caMoro JeTcTsa... MoxkeT Ha
To Bosisi Benukoit marepu u Spuaiiiiero Cera?

CoBHO MTPUHSIB HEJIETKYIO CyAb0y, AXepPOH Cllerka yCroKOUII-
cs1, TIOCJIe Yero MoCMOTpeS B 3epKaJIO, CJIEIOM IIUPOKO OTKPbI-
Bast poT. OcTasnbHble ero 3yObl He 00JeI, OMHAKO OH YyBCTBO-
BaJI, HACKOJIKO O0JIee XJIMIKUMK OHU HbIHUE CTAJIH.

— Buaumo co BpeMeHeM s oTepsito Bce 3yObl... U OyIdy CIOB-
HO 6e33yOblIil CTapHK, OKUIAOIINNA cMepTH — MpadHo NoKavaB
rOJIOBO, AXEPOH MOT' TOJIBKO YCTaJIO B3[IOXHYTb, Ha JieJie e/lBa
CIIEpPKUBAsI CJIE3bl MeYasIu.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MMHYT OTOPOCUB HEHY:KHbIE MBICIH OH TYT
K€ aKKypaTHO 3ampstai 3yO Moj BaHHYIO, MOCIe Yero yoeauB-
IIMCh, YTO BCE THIATEIbHO YOPaHO HAKOHEI BBIIIE] U3 BAHHOM C
JIETKOM, HEMPUHYKAEHHO HATSHYTOU YIbIOKOM.

— Yero T Tak gonro? Enpa yxe octeiTh yenena! — Ilepese-
Js B3IJIsA]1 Ha Beleamero Axeposa, JInca Moria ToJabKO clierka



HEJJOBOJIbHO MTPOOYOHUTD.

TeMm He MeHee J1axke B ee HeMTPUHYKJIEHHOM roJIoce BCe paBHO
OBbLJIO CKPBITO JIETKOE MepekuBaHue. Pazymeercsi, oHa yBujena,
YTO HACTpOEeHHE AXepoHa nepeBepHy/ock Ha 180 rpagycos, Kak
Obl OH HU TTBITAJICS CKPBITh OOPATHOTO. DTO 3aCTABIISIIO €e repe-
’KMBaTh 32 HErO B INIyOMHE TyIIH.

— HemHoro xuBoT 3a007€e1, a Tak Bce onmyHo. — Ciierka
YCMEXHYBILUCh, AXEPOH TYT K€ CEJI U MPUHSUICS €CTh, BElIb IO-
JIOA, HUKYJA HE JIEJICS, JIUIIb MPUTYIUJICS HOBBIM MEPEKUBAHU-
SAMU.

OH crapaJics ecTb Ha APYTYIO CTOPOHY YEJIOCTH, TaK Kak pa-
Ha OT BHITIABIIEro 3y0a ykacHo OoJiesa, OMHAKO Jaxe TaK eaa To
U JIeJIo Momnajana Tyaa, OTYero OH MOpoil copporascs ot 0o,
cTapasich U30 BCeX CHJI He ObITh 3ameueHHbIM JIucoit. HemHoro
MIOEB, HO TOJIKOM TaK M HE HACHITUBIIIMCH OH OTJIOKUJ TPUOOPHIL.
Emy 10 cux nop xotenock ecTb, OJHaKO 00JIb CBOAMJIA €T0 C yMa,
MO3TOMY OH MOCTapajcs Kak MOXHO Oojiee HEeCHEelIHO UATH IO
HAITPaBJICHUIO K BAHHON KOMHATE, YTOOBI IIPOMBIThH POT OT OCTaT-
KOB THUIIN.

JIuca HU4ero He ckaszaina, JIMIIb KPaeMm IJ1a3a ocMaTprBas 3a
AXepOoHOM, HaIpaBJIAIIIMMCA B BaHHYI0. OHa ¢ caMoro Havyasa
3aMevalla OHY CTPaHHOCTb 3a IPYTOW, HO pellInia He JIE3Th, pa3



OH CaM HE€ XO4Y€T HUYETO rOBOPUTD.

— Moxer y Hero Bce ke W Ipapia 3a0onen KUBOT? —
Hemnoro nonymas, Jluca Bckope oTOpocuiia HeHYKHbIe MbICIH,
JIMIIb TIPUCITYIIMBASCh K 3ByKaM B BaHHOW, YTOOBI HE MPOU30-
IIIJIO HECYACTHBIX CITy4aeB, MOMEPEeMEHHO C 3TUM yOupasi ocrar-
KU eIl ¥ BBIHOCS TEJIEKKY B KOPUAOP, YTOOBI ee 3a0paiu apyrue
CIIyTH.

BHOBb 3211151 B BaHHY10, AXEpOH aKKypPaTHO MPOMBLI POT BO-
JOH, 1 uiib Toraa O0ob OTCTYNUJIA, OTYETO OH HAKOHEI] CMOT
B3JIOXHYTh ¢ obOneryenuem. OH He coOupascs Oonee MeIUTb,
OBICTPO BBIXOJISI HAPYKY, UTOOBI JInca He 3anono3puiia HelaaHo-
r0, OJJHAKO €/1Ba OH OTKPBUI JBEPb, KAK €r0 yKe BCTPETUJIN OBE
napbl [J1a3, CMOTPSAIIMX HA HETO C HEBBIPA3UMOU PaJOCThIO.

— Twt HakoHe1 ToMa, Opatuk! — Amernus u Kamenus Tyt xe
nondexany K AXepoHy, OOHMMAs C IByX CTOPOH, OTHAKO UX py-
KU, 0OXBaTHBILIEE €r0, ObIJIM IBHO HAMOJHEHbI U3JIUIIHEN CUJION,
OTYEro OH YyTh HE 3aKpUYasl OT OOJH.

— BuI crienuanipHO JaBuTe Beeu cuiion? § ceruac Bee mare
pacckaxy! — AxepoH He coOupaJsicst UrpaTh B UX UIPY, TOITOMY
Cpasy ke PelIn BbIIOKUTH IJIABHYIO KapTy, IPU 3TOM U3HbIBAS
ot 601 B pedpax.



Kak To/MpKO 3TH cioBa MpPO3BYYasM, CECTPBI TYT ke OTCTpa-
HWJIKUCH OT HETrO, KaKk OT YyMHOTO, OTYETr0 OH MOT JIUIIb paccMe-
aTbcsl UM B Jni10. OHY CHOBA MPUIIUTK AOCTaBaTh €ro, HO OH He
cobupavicsi 60JbIIe STOro Teprerb. TOYHO He CeroaHsl. ..

— B koro eI Takou Tpyc? Buaumo B MponuIoM y Hac B CEMbE
ObLT AepeKTHDIA. — AMeNus TYT ke NiepecTtasia yiabloarhces, a ee
CJIOBA HAIOJHUJIMCH SII0M U HETIPUS3HBIO.

OHa 710 cuX Mop NOMHWIA YHYKEHHUE U O0JTb, KOTOPYIO i ITpu-
IIUIOCh UCTIBITAaTh OT OTIIA M3-3a Kaj00bl Opara, U OHa He cOOU-
pajiach CIycKaTh Mo00HOe eMy ¢ pyK. Eciu ceiiuac oHa 3aKkpo-
€T Ha 3TO IJ1a3a, To B OymyIieM oH OyleT py KaxJou nmpoodieme
OexaTh U KAJIOBAThCS HA HEe C CECTPOH.

— EnuHCTBEHHOE, YTO Bbl MOXETe JieJlaTh 3TO OeClpUyMH-
HO 3aauparb MeHs. JIerko, HaBepHOe, OIOJIETh TOr0, KOMY J1axe
KPYXKY CJIOKHO JOJITO JepXkaTh? — AXEPOH rOBOPWII TBEPAO U
YBEPEHHO, TOr/la KaK Jake JIerkas ycMellka OblIa Ha ero ryoax.

OH nbITascs BHIIVISAIETh KAK MOXHO CIIOKOIHEE M HEMPUHY K-
JeHHee Tepesl CecTpaMM, OHAKO Ha Jiesie eMy ObLIO YKAacHO
0OMJIHO, HACTOJBKO, YTO XOTEJIOCh paspblaatbcsi. EMy ocraBa-
JIOCh KUTh BCETO HUYEIO, HO CECTPbl BCE PABHO OTHOCWIIMCH K
HEeMYy TOUTH KaK K Bpary v OT 3TOr0 CTAHOBUJIOCH TOJIBKO OOJTb-
Hee Ha cepaLe.



— Bynro 310 MBI 3acTaBsAM TEOS POKAATHCS TAKUM HEMOIII-
HbIM crtabakom ! — C Kak/IbIM CJIOBOM AMeJHs IPOJIOKaa Bbl-
TUIECKMBaTh Ha AXepoHa i1, Toraa Kak Kamenust Juiib HellIOBKO
momyana. Eil n3HayaabHO HE XOTeJIOCh MPUXOAUTh U TOCTABATh
Opara, HO cecTpa MOCTOSIHHO TIOJHAUYMBaia ee. — BUHU B 3TOM
CBOIO TTPOKJIATYIO ynauy! Tel 0ObruHbIN HeynauHuk! Tel 1axke He
Har Opart!

[Iponom:kast THEBHO TOBOPHUTH, AMEHS JIUILIb BBIIUIECKMBAIA
OJIHY T'psi3b 3a APYrou, toraa Kak naxe Kamenus Hadana 4yB-
CTBOBATh, UTO €€ CECTPa NEPEXOIUT IPaHb.

Crnymas cectpy ¢ OTKPBITBIM OT IIOKa pPTOM, AXEPOH CHavyaa
YyBCTBOBAJ OO 1Y, OJJHAKO, YeM OOJIbIle OHA IMPOIOIKANIA TOBO-
pUTh, TEM CUJIbHEE CTAHOBMJIACh 00K 12, CMEHSISICH ellle U Ha FHEB.

— Ecim BB Bee ckazanu, To g uay K nane! Ilocmorpum, Ame-
JIYsl, 4YTO OH CKaXeT Ha TBOU I'PsI3HbIE CJIOBA B MOIO CTOPOHY. 1
€My ceifuac Bce paccKaxy u jaxe 6osbie! 1 mocTyIumo Kak B,
TaK>Ke TIOJIO U IPsA3HO. S1 HaroBopIo Ha Bac TaK, Kak HUKOT/IA pa-
Hee! CMasbIBaiiTe 1eKH OJIMBKOBBIM MacjoMm! — Bricka3aB Bce,
YTO XOTeJ1, AXEPOH CJIeIOM HEME/IJICHHO BbIILIET U3 KOMHAThI, CO-
Oupasich MOCTYMUTh B TOYHOCTH, KaK 1 OOeIaj, B TO BpeMs Kak
crogiiasa Heganeko Jluca juibs HaOII0gaIa 32 IOTACOBKOM, HE
OCMEJIMBASICh BCTPEBATH, CIIEITHO HANTPABJISISACH BCJIE] 32 HAM.



Hab6monas 3a yxonsmum AXepOoHOM, KOTOPHIA yKe CIIOKOHHO
CITyCKAJICS TIO JIECTHHIIE, AMeNusl B30echIach mylie MpekHero,
CJIOBHO Cropasi OT sIpOCTH, HACTOJIbKO, Ka3aJI0Ch, HEHABKCTEH e
ObuUT ee mutaamui Opar. Kamenus mbitanach Kak-TO YCIIOKOUTh
CecTpy, OIHAKO, Ta He COOMPAIAch KOTO-JIMOO CITYIIATh.

He nporio u mura, Kak THEBHO CLENUB 3yObl, AMeNHs TyT
e pBaHy/ia K AXepoHy, mpoderasi MUMO olieIoMIeHHO! JIuch
W CO BCeH CHIIBI TOJIKast Opara B CIHHY, OTYEr0 OH C IMOKOM U
YIMBJICHAEM KyOapeM MOBAIICS C JIECTHUIIBI, CJIOBHO MEIIOK C
NeCKOM, peBsi OT 60siu. OH MOMNBITAJICS CTPYMITUPOBATLCS, OTHA-
KO He ycreJ, yAapsCh roJIOBOU 00 JIepeBSHHBIN Kpaid JIECTHUIIBI
U Oe3/IbIXaHHO CKaThIBAsICh B CAMbIi HU3, TOTAA KaK CTYNEHbKU
TO U JIEJIO OCHITAJIN €T0 IPaJoM Oe3KaJOCTHBIX YIapOB.

— Awmenus! Bo umsa Benukoit marepu 4to e Thl HATBOPH-
na?! — Bupad, dro Hazenana cecrpa, Kamenusa morna auims mo-
KHMPOBAHO 3aKpHYaTh, CIEIIHO HAMPABJISIACH K Opary.

I'naza JIucel B 3TOT MOMEHT TaK Y BOBCE PACKPBUIUCH, CIIOBHO
OTI0/11a, OTYETO OHA MOTJIA JIUIIb B CTYNOPE CTOATh U CMOTPETh
Ha TeJio AXepoHa, Oe3[IPIXaHHO BAJISIONIETOCS] BHU3Y JIECTHHUITHI.
Ee rnaza ObUIM MOJTHBI IIOKA U YXaca, Be[jb TO, YTO HATBOPUJIA
Awmenust ObLIO 32 TPaHbIO BCETO Pa3yMHOTO.



— OH... ymep? — CMOTpsl Ha OKPOBABJIEHHOE TEJNO AXEpo-
Ha, Jluca Moria Juib 3apokarh, He CrocOOHAsT BRIMOJIBUTh U
cioBa. JleBITUNETHUN MaJIbUUK BAJISIONIUICS CHU3Y ObLT BeCh B
KpOBH U yImHMOax, U Jaxe CIYCTsl HECKOJBKO CEKYH]I €ero Tpy/b
TaK ¥ HE MOJHSIACS.

— A-a-a-a-a-a!!! — INonGexaB kK AXepoHy U IPOBEPUB €T0
nyJisc, Kamenus TyT ke 3akpruyaiia v 3apblaa, a cle3bl IOTEKIIN
n3 ee mia3z. — On "He gpinut! OH He apiumT, Amenus! Coenan
K€ 4TO-HUOYIb MPOKJIATAsA uanoTKa! A-a-a-a-a!

Amenus ke ceiiyac MOIJIa JIMIb CTOSITh B IOKe, IJIsIs BHU3
JIECTHHIIBI, TOTJIA KaK €€ PYKH YK€ HEMPOM3BOJIBHO IPOKAIIH.
Ona cMoTpesia Ha yMUPOTBOPEHHOE JIUTIO OpaTa, u4To Oe3/IbIXaH-
HO JIeXaJl Ha TojTy, Toraa Kak Kamenust To u jeno Tpsicia ero,
YMOJIsIsI TPOCHYTBCSI M OTKPHITh IJ1a3a.

Jlumb ceiiyac, Koraa Kasanaoch TOBEPHYTh Ha3aj yke ObLIo
HeJIb3s1 OHa CMOTJIa 3aMETUTD €r0 UCXYIaJIoe JIMII0, KOTOpoe Jia-
ke 0e3 BhIpaKeHHU s, CJIOBHO ObLIIO HAMOJTHEHO YCTAIOCTHIO U Tie-
Yasipio. MeIIKY Moj1 ero rjia3aMu, CJIOBHO TOBOPUJIM O TOM, Kak
TUI0XO OH cruT. biienHoe, 60NIe3HEHHO JIUIIO TO U IENO JOKAa3bl-
BaJIO, HACKOJIBKO CJIA0bIM OH OBUI, M Ha CKOJIBKO cilabee OH ceds
OIIYIIAJI, TIOJT IABJICHUEM CeCTep, UTO JIOJKHBI ObLIM OJIapUBATh
€ro JI0OOBBIO M 3a00TOM, HO HUKAK He OeCIIPUYMHHON HEHABH-
ctbio. Ero mIio 10 3T0ro HEHaBUCTHOE TSI Hee, Ceidac CJIOBHO



OBLITIO MUJIEE U TIPEKpacHee BCEro Ha CBeTe.
— Yro... yTO )€ g Hazmenana?!

He niporio u mura, Kak v3 ria3 AMeauu yxe XJIbIHYJIA Clie-
3bl, OJIHAKO OHA JIMIIb ITPOAOJIKAJIA CTOATh U CMOTPETh, CJIOB-
HO HECTOCOOHAsI TIOMIEBEIUTHCS OT yKaca TOro, YTO HaTBOPHIIA.
Bech Mup 117151 Hee CIIOBHO 3amep, U JIMIIIb OfieJHOe JIMIo Oparta
Y KPUKU CECTPBI CTAJIM €r0 MPauyHOU KapTUHOM.

Vkacatonie Kpuku Kamenuu ceituac ObLTH CIIBIITHBL TIO BCe-
MYy MOMECTBIO, [IO3TOMY YK€ CITyCTS] HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMH, KO-
TOpBIE /151 AEBYLIEK Ka3aJIWCh BEYHOCTBIO, MOJOCHETI0 MHOXKE-
CTBO CJIYT U NApy phILApe. YBUIEB JIEKALIETO MO JIECTHULIEU
OKPOBAaBJIEHHOIO AXEPOHa, OHU TYT K€ NOOJIEIHENM OT yKaca.

— Benukasa mats! Yto 3aech npousonuio?! — Hemennsa u
CeKyHIbl MupelH TyT xe Opocuiicsi K AXepoHy, rpy00 OTTaJIKu-
Bas pelaolnyio Kamesnnio 1 oTHOBpeMEHHO ¢ STUM KJ1a/isl Majib-
bl Ha ero OJ1eHyI0 ¥ TOHKYIO 1eo. He mponuio 1 MruoBeHus,
KaK €ro JIMILIO Y€ HANIOJTHUJIOCh HEBBIPA3UMOM TeYasiblo, OHAKO
OH He cMel omyckarb pyku. — Buuterensm! [Ipunecu cBUTOK B
kaOuHete, ObicTpee!

Haxe npexje, yeM MupeitH ycrien 3aKkOHYUTh TPe/IoKeHue,
BuubrensMm yxe Heccs, CIIOBHO HeyAepKMMasi KOJIECHUALA 110 Ha-



MPaBJIEHUIO K KaOWHETY, pacTaJIKUBasi TOMIY CIyr. Ero ckopocTb
ObL1a KpaiiHe OBICTPOMA, OTYErO CITyCTSI JIMIIIb TApPY JAECITKOB Ce-
KYHJI OH YK€ CTOSUT BO3JIe HY)KHOH JIBEpH, BBIIIIOAS ee IJIeYOM.

— Jemuan! CButok misi AXepoHa, ceityac xe!

Korna nBepp okazasiach BHIOUTa, [leMuaH yxe CTosi1 ¢ MEUOM
B pyKe, IPUHSIB CTOMKY Y TOTOBBIN K 6010, OJIHAKO, €/1Ba OH YCJIbI-
I1aJT UCITyTaHHBIN U MEYaIbHBIN TOJIOC CBOETO CTApOro TOBAPH-
113, KaK ero Med TYT ke OKa3aJics Ha TONTy, a caM OH OpOCHIICS
K JaJIbHel YacTu KaOMHeTa, CTIEITHO OTKpbIBasi ceid u nocraBast
30JI0TOM MepramMeHT, UCTIMCAHHBI HEeSCHBIMU pyHaMU. BICTpo
CXBaTHB €r0, OH HeMe/JIsl BblJIeTesl U3 KOMHAThI, CJIOBHO BUXPb,
Tor/ia Kak Buutbresibm yxe Oesxait BCie]] 3a HAM.

Hemuan Obu1 ObicTpee BustbrenbMa fake B 1ocnexax, HoTomy
OZIETHIN ceiiyac B OOBIYHYIO OJIEK/IY OH IMPOHECCs IO KOPUI0pamM
KaK TOPHA/I0, OCTaBJISIsI CBOETO OEryIIero 1 3BEHSIIEro OT CTyKa
JIaT ipyra no3aau. 3aBepHyB, 3a MOCJeJHUI TOBOPOT OH yXke MOT
BUIETh AXepOHa, KOTOPbI Oe3/IbIXaHHBIN U OKPOBABJIEHHBIH Jie-
JKaJl Ha TIOJTy, OTUYEro ero Cepile TYT ke HAINOJTHUIIOCh HEBEPO-
SITHOU OOJTBIO OT OTHOTO JIWIITh BU/IA CHIHA.



I'naa 16. Ha rpanu :ku3HU M CMEPTH.

JlemMuaH B MTHOBeHME OKa OKazajcs repel AxepoHoM. OH
JEfCTBOBAJ PELIMTENbHO, HE CMesl MEAJINTh, TYT K€ JOCTaBast
KMHKaJT M3-3a TI0sica M OBICTPBIM ABWKEHUEM pa3pesasi ceOe sia-
JOHb. 30JIOTOM MepraMeHT TYT ke ObUT MpHXaT K IPYyIu ChiHa,
a ero OKpOBaBJIEHHAs JIAJJOHb MTPUJIOKKCH CJIEIOM CBEPXY HEro,
OTYEro 30JI0TOU CBET, TAKOM K€ TETLIbII KaK JIy4d COJIHLA Hayall
WCXOIUTH OT TPy OE3/IbIXaHHO JIEXKAIIETO Tea.

HukTo He mocMen u3AaTh Aaxe 3ByKa, MOTOMY CTOSUIA JIUIIIb
rpoOoBasi TUITIMHA, pa30aBiisieMast THXUM I1JIa4eM U IIMBITaHbeM
Hoca. OHaKO CIYCTsl HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMIA pa3/iaicsl MaHuve-
CKMI1 ToJioc nofocrnieBiert CHiibBbl, KOTOPYIO YBEIOMUJI OJUH U3
CITYT TIOMECTBSI.

— Yro ciayumnocs?! - Enpa CuibBa HCITyraHO JOTOBOPUIIA,
Kak Iepej ee JIMLIOM yKe MpeCTaso Jiexallee TeJo CblHA, IM0-
KPBITOE COOCTBEHHO!N KPOBBIO M OECUKMCIIEHHBIMUA CHHSIKAMH. —
A-a-a-a-a-a-a! AxepoH... Mol ceiHOK! Mo MaJibin!

CubBa MoOIIIa JIMIIB 3aBOIUTH OT ykaca U nedanu. Ei kaza-
JIOCh, YTO B JIIOOOI MOMEHT €€ Cep/ilie MOXKET He BhlAepkKaThb Ta-
KyIo 0011b. OHa HEMEeJIEHHO OITyCTHJIACh Ha KOJIEHH MIepe]t TEJIOM
CbIHA, IPOJOJIXKasl PEBETh M KPUYaTh, CJIOBHO OMBIIKCH B arOHUU.



Kamenus Takke, Kak ¥ MaTh MOTJIA JIMIIb TUIAKaTh, MOJISICh
Bemukoii marepu u fpuaiiimemy CBeTy, 4TOOBI OHU TOMOIJIA
cracT ee Opara, Torja Kak Amesusi IpojioJKasa CTOSTh CBep-
Xy, a BCE €€ TeJIO COTPSICAIOCH OT IPOKU. 3yObl CTy4asH JIpyr 00
Apyra B OEIIEHOM TaHIle, a OHA caMa He MOTJIa BHIMOJIBUTh HU
cnoBa. Kpuku cecTpbl 1 MaTepy, TO U JIeJI0 3ByYalllie B TOJIOBE,
Ka3aJI0Ch, pa3pbiBaJIU ee Cepilie Ha KYCKH, a JIUIIO OTIIa, YTO BCe-
I/1a HEMOKOJIEOMMO, TaK U BOBCE €/1Ba CACPXKUBAJIO TeUYabHbIC
CIIEe3BI.

— B-Oparuk... IpoCTH... MPOCTH MEHH...

Awmenusi He MOIJIa BIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA, HO B CBOMX MBICIISIX
OHa JIMIIh OECKOHEYHO MPOIOKAaa U3BUHSITHCS, OHAKO HIYe-
ro yXe Hellb3s OblJI0 BepHYTh Hazajd. Henb3st ObUIO OCTaHOBUTD
HU Oeryiiee OT SpOCTH TeJO, HA TOJKAIOIIUE CO BCEH CUJIBI PY-
KU, HU TeJIO, YTO JIeXKaJI0 BHU3Y, Ka3aJI0Ch yKe JABHO OCTHIBLIEE.
PoKOBOI1 MOCTYNOK... JEWCTBUE, KOTOPOE YK€ HUKOIAa He 00ep-
HYTb BCIIAITh.

JleMuaH B 9TOT MOMEHT HE MOT OTBJIEULCSI HU HA MUT, TIO3TO-
My MOCMOTPEB Ha CHJIEBIIIETO PsiIOM CTApOro JIpyra OH TOJIBKO
clierka KMBHYJI B CTOpOHY keHbl. CriycTst Mur MupeiiH Mor JIuIIb
KMBHYTh B OTBET, CJIEJIOM MEYaJbHO MOJAHMUMASICh U aKKypaTHO
MOAHUMAsI U3HBIBAIOIYI0 CHIIBBY, YTO CIIOBHO TPSIMUYHAS KYK-



JIa, JIe’Kajia BO3JIE Tejla ChbIHA, HE CIIOCOOHAS JaKe IOIIEBENTh-
csl.

— AXepoH... Moil MaJibuuK... — CuibBa MorJIa JIb Oec-
CHJIBHO CMOTpETh Ha Oe3/bIXaHHOEe TEeJIO ChiHA, MoKa MupeiiH
YHOCWJI €€ BCe JIaIbllle, TOTAA KaK ee cepalle ¢ Kaxk/bIM MIHOBE-
HHEM OWJIOCh Bce ciiadee U Tshkelee.

B 310T MOMEHT ABrycCTO YK€ HEMEIJIEHHO CKazall MupeiiHy
Hectr CWibBY B J1azapeT, OPOCHBIINCH CIEIOM 3a HUM. Y Hee
ObLIM MPU3HAKW HEPBHOTO CPbHIBA, MOTOMY TPEOOBAIUCH CPOYU-
HbIE IEHCTBUS.

Buibrensm ke ocrajics CTOATh Heajieko oT JlemMuana, crieas
3a TeM, YTOOBl HUKTO K HEMY He ToIXoaui v He Memmai. OH na-
e OTTaIuiI Tiavymyo Kamenuio nogasneiie, ocTaBisas oTia u
CbIHA OJTHHUX.

AXEepOH MeJIEHHO M YCTaJIO MPHOTKPBLT CBOM Tia3a. OH Jie-
JaJl 1 CMOTpeJT Ha He60, HO BMeCTO 00J1aKOB, HOUHBIX 3BE€3/1, UJIH
SIPKMX JIy4ell COJIHIIA erO BCTPeTW/Ia JIUIIbh Oe3rpaHryYHas TeM-
HoTa. He ObUIO aOCOMIOTHO HUYEro, U JIaXe MOBEepPTEB TOJIOBOM
€ro MpOoJOJIKAJ OKPYKaTh JIMIIIb OAMH TOJBKO MpPaK.

— J1omKHO OBITH 1 yMep... — AXEpOH MOT JIMIIIb THXO TPO-



rOBOpUTH, HAOMIONAST 32 HEU3MEHHBIM BUJIOM OKPYKaBIIel €ro
TEMHOTBI, OTHAKO B HEM He OBbLIO CTpaxa.

B ero ronose, 4TO CIOBHO pacKajblBanach OT OOJIHM, Haya-
JIM IOSIBJISITBCSL Pa3pO3HEHHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHWSI, C KQK/I0M CEKYH-
J0# coOMparoIuecs B eIUHYI0 KapThHy. YepHast KHUTa, KOIIIMa-
PBI, yKacalollieé MOHCTPBL... U KOHEYHO, TIPEAATENIbCTBO CECTPBL.
VMeHHO OHO OBbLIO CaMbIM OTUYETIMBBIM. VIMEHHO OHO MPUBEO
€ro B 3TO rMOJIOe U IMyCTOEe MECTO.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa... — AXGpOH MOT' JIMIIIb 663}’MHO pacCMeAThb-
Cd, IIOKa YTPAUYCHHBIC BOCIIOMMHAHMUA O KOIIMapax MCIAJICHHO
BO3BpalllaJIMCh K HEMY, CJIOBHO BI'PbI3aACh B IIAMATh.

ITpo1110 HECKOIBKO MUHYT, IIPEsk/e YeM OO0Jb HaKOHeI] yIIuIa,
a AXEpoH HECIIelTHO TOAHSJICSA, OJHAKO OH YYBCTBOBJ ceOs
Kak-To He Tak. Koctu He joMuino ot 601, He ObLIO HU YCTaJIO-
CTH, HU TOJIO[A, OH YyBCTBOBAJI Ce0sl... MycThIM. CITyCTsI MUT, TIO-
CMOTpeB Ha ce0si, OH MOT' TOJIbKO paccMesiThCs ellle Oe3yMHee
IPEKHEro, Be/lb BMECTO Tesa ObLIO JIMIIb YeJTOBEYECKOoe ouep-
TaHKe, TAKOE JKe YepHOe, KaK OKPYXaBIIUil ero Mpak. OH 4yB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 BpeMsI HAKOHEL IPHUIILIO. ..

— BEJIMKAY MATH U IPYAUIINN CBET! — BhoBb
HepCBC,IIﬂ B3IJ140 HA He6eca, YTO Ka3aJaChb JIUIIIb TEMHBIM I10-
JIOTHOM, AXepOH 0€3yMHO MPOKPUYAJI, TOT/Ia KaK OKPYKAIOITHIA



MpaK cOTpsiccsl OT POKOTa, UTO Hec B cede ero ronoc. — [Ipo-
11y... IPUMHUTE MEHs B CBOE BEJIMKOE LAPCTBO!

AxepoH 0e3yMHO CMeslICs, @ U3 ero rja3, Yro HblHe ObUIM
JIMIITh YEPHBIMH JbIPAMH, CTEKaJId YePHUIIbHBIE TIOJIOCH Clie3,
YTO TyIIE AaKe OKPYKAIoIIero ero Mpaka. Ero pyku Obuty 1mm-
POKO paccTaBlIeHbl, & CaM OH OKMJ1aJ1 BEIMKHIA CBET, YTO MPO-
ObeT 3aBecy TbMbI U 3a0epeT ero B OeccMepTHOe 1IapCTBO — B
JIoHO K Benukoii matepu u Slpuaiimnemy Cgery.

Bcio cBOI0 KOPOTKYIO K13Hb OH MOJIUJICS, BEPUJT U HAJIESIICS.
OH 3HaJ... KOrja NpuieT ero BpeMsl, CBET CIIYCTUThCS, U CBETO-
HOCHBII 001MK Benmukod MaTepu CHU30WIET K HeMy, PU3bIBas
€ro B CBOM OOBATHS 1 CBOMM HECPAaBHEHHBIM JINKOM pa3BenBast
BCIO ThbMY.

— Benukas math u Apuaitimii Ceer!

AXepoH BHOBb MPOKPHYAT U CHOBA MPAK COTPSICCS OT POKO-
Ta, HECYIIIErocsi €ro rojiocoM, OTHAKO OH ObLT c1abee MpeKHEro.
Cuna ero mMoryyero rojoca, Kazajaoch, Tasuia, Kak Tasjia U ero
Bepa.

— Benukas mare... Apuanmmii Ceer... { rotos...

AXEepOH IbITaJICS BHOBb IPOKPUYATh, HO BMECTO PEBa, COTPSI-



CaloIIero Mpak ObLT CIIBIIIEH JIUIIb TUXUH TOJIOC, €/1Ba JIU JOHO-
CSIIUNCS Jake /10 ero coOcTBeHHbIX yme. Hu Benmkas marth,
HU Spuaimii CBeT He MPUBETCTBOBAIM €ro. OH He ClIblial BO-
MHCTBEHHbIX O0apaOaHOB, MPUBETCTBYIOLIMX €ro B 0eCCMEPTHOM
LIAPCTBE, KaK HE BUJIE €I0 JAJIEKOTr0 U BEJIMKOIO CBETA.

— IMouemy...? - EnBa AXepoH ycrien 3aath BOMPOC, Kak Mo
€ro HOraMu TYT ke 3a0ypJIiiI MpaK, CJIOBHO PAacXOMsICh B CTOPO-
HY, OH OTKPBUI TI0/I COO0M HEBOOOPA3HMBIH IO pa3MepaM pa3-
jomM. — Her... He MOXeT 3TOrO ObITh...

AXepoH MPOIOIIKaIl MAPUTh HAJl TPEIIMHOM, OTHAKO €ro Yep-
HbIE JIBIPBI BMECTO I71a3 ObUTH HAIIOJHEHBI JIUIIb IIOKOM U OTYa-
stHueM. BecuuciieHHble pyKHU pa3IMYHbIX MOHCTPOB HEME/IJIEHHO
BBIPBAJIMCh M3 Pa3jioMa, XBaTasiCh 3a Kak/IyI0 4acTh €ro HbIHEII-
HEro TeJjia, Me/UICHHO yTacKuBas ero BHU3. Cpeu 3Toro 6ecko-
HEYHOTO IMOTOKA OH BHEI U JJTAHK KOIIIMAPOB, YTO MPeCIieI0Ba-
JIM €TO U JIaXKe TOHKYIO, OJIETHYIO PYKY €ro COOCTBEHHOW CECTPBHI.
B3riissHyB B MpauHble [TyOMHBI, OH MOT' BUJETh JIMIIb OCCUKC-
JIEHHOE KOJIMYECTBO HACEKOMBIX, CJIOBHO OKHUIAIONIMX MPEICTO-
SIIIETO MUPa U CTOJTh K€ MHOTOE KOJIMYECTBO MACTEH, KeTAoIIIX
pa3opBath 1 MOXPaTh €ro.

— 4 HE INIPU3HAIO 3TOI'O! TAKOI'O ITPOCTO HE
MOJKET BbITb!



AxepoH 6e3yMHO 3aBOITWII, XBaTasiCh 32 OJIHY U3 PYK, JiepXka-
mryio ero. OH meITajIcs pa3opBarh ee, HO B €r0 TeJie He ObUIO HU
Karu cui. Kazanock, OH HUYero He Mor ciesarh... HIYero He
MOT' U3MEHHUTb...

— HEHABUMXY! 4 HEHABNKY BAC BCEX!

BecunciieHHble pyKH MPOIOIKAIN YTACKMBaTh AXepoHa Bce
HIDKE W HWKE, B [TyOMHBI pa3jioMa, TOTa Kak OH caM JIMIIIb
6e3ymHo Kpuyai. OH pbrua, pBaji, Oui v Kycascs, CJIOBHO 3Bepb
¥ TOJIBKO TOTJIA, CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO MHHYT BCE %€ CMOT pa30pBaTh
OJIHYy M3 PYyK, KOTOPYIO TYT K€ 3aMeHma apyrasi. Teicsun pyk
JEPXKaM €r0, MAJUTHOHBI JIEPKATKCh 3 HUMHU. .. U MUJUTAAPIIBL. .
HET... JaXe CBepX TOro JIOKHUIAIOCh B ITyOMHaX pazjioma!

— 4 YHUYTOXY BAC! KJIZIHYCb, 1 YHUYTOXY
BAC BCEX! d ITPOKJIMHAIO BAC! — AxepoH miakain Kpo-
BaBBIMH CJIE3aMHU, TIPOJOJIKAsK JIUIIb Oe3yMHO KpuiaTh. — BbI
CJIBIIINUTE MEHA?! 1 COKPYITY BAC! COKPYIIY BAC
BCEX! 41 CAM CTAHY BAIIIMM KOIIIMAPOM!

SIpocTHO Kprya, AXepoH ObLT CIOCOOEH BHITSHYTD JIMIIIbL OfI-
HY M3 CBOMX PYK, MpEXJe YeM OKOHYATEJIbHO HE MCUYE3HYTh B
pasioMe, MpooKasi TAHYThCSA €H K JaJlekoMy TEMHOMY HeOy,
TOrJja KaK M3 ero rja3 HeOCTAaHOBUMO TEKJIM KPOBaBbIE CIIE3BI.



Ceityac OH He YYBCTBOBaJI CTpaxa OT BEUHOrO 3aTOYEHMS B
TEMHOTE, He YyBCTBOBAJ OOJIM OT TOTO, KaK €ro MoKUpPaloT v pas-
PBIBAIOT, OH YyBCTBOBAJ... JIUITh OECKOHEYHYIO HEHABUCTb.

30J10TOM CBET, UCXOOAINN OT NEPraMeHTa, ¢ KaXkJA0M CEKyH-
101 00BOIAaKMBaJI TeJIO AXEpOHa BCE CHJIbHEE, CTAHOBSCH JIUIIb
BCE sIpye C Kak/IbIM ITPOiIEHHBIM MUTOM. PaHbl Ha ero Tese no-
CTETIEHHO Ha4yaJi 3aTsrMBaThCs, a 1IBET JIMIA BOCCTAaHABIMBATh-
Cs1, CTAHOBSICh U3 OJIEIHOTO CJIEerKa pO30BaThIM.

OIIH&KO, 4EeM PO30BEC CTAHOBUJIOCH JIMIIO Axep0Ha, TEM 6JI€,H-
HEE CTAHOBUJICA CaM ,HCMI/IaH, CJIOBHO OTAaBas CBOU )KM3HCHHbBIC
CUJIbI CBIHY. CHYCTH BCEro b HECKOJIbKO MFHOBCHHfI, Jaxe
Cp€au €ro YCPHbIX, KAK BOPOHOC KPbLJIO BOJIOC ITOABUJIUCH CCABIC
OTTCHKH.

— Ilynec! 51 gyBcTBYyIO ero mynasc U apixanue! OCTaHOBUCH,
Hemuan! — BubresbM K 3TOMy MOMEHTY YK€ M CaM CHJEB-
A BO3Jie AXepOHa, TO U JEJI0 TPOBEPSLI €0 MYJIbC, IbIXaHUE U
cepaueOrenHue, U Kak TOJIbKO 3aMeTWJI, Cpa3y ke Hayasl HeUCTO-
BO KpUYaTh.

YcaplmaB KpUKy cTaporo apyra, Jlemuan nogoxaan emie Oyk-
BaJIbHO MTHOBEHHE, TIOCJIE Yero TYT K€ C CUJION OTAEPHY PYKY.
30J10TOM CBET, UCXOAAIIMM OT NEpPraMeHTa CIOBHO BMUI TOTE-



PSLT BCIO CBOIO CUITY, TYT e HayaB OJIEKHYTh C KKI0U CEKYH/ION,
MIOKA €r0 OCTaTKY He ObLIM TOTJIOIEHHI JIeXKAIUM AXEPOHOM, a
caM TepraMeHT He 0OpaTHIICS ITPAXOM.

— IloaTomy 5 M HEHaBUKY LEPKOBb... POKJIATHE. — OCMOT-
peB HeOOJIBITIOE KOJIMIECTBO CBOMX HOBOOOPETEHHBIX CEIIBIX BO-
Joc, JleMuaH He MOr HE BBIpYratbCsi, OT4ero BusbresibMm Juiib
MOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYJI, HATSIHYTO YJABIOHYBIIKCH U TSIKEJO BBIIOX-
HYB.

[ToxayaB rojioBoM, 1 3a0bIB O BOJIOCAX, JleMuaH cieqom yxe
AKKypaTHO TMOrIaaui Oecco3HaTebHOro AXepoHa MO TOJIOBe.
HecmoTpst Ha ero cjioBa, OH BCe PaBHO ObLT OECKOHEYHO CUaCT-
JIUB, 4TO TOT CMOT BBUKUTb, IyCTh X TAKOM HEMAJIOW 1ieHoM. Cen-
Jac, ToKa ero JiaJIoHb aKKypaTHO TOTJIaKMBaJla BOJIOCH ChIHA, B
€ero ra3ax ObLJIO JIMIIb COXKAJIeHUE 3a ero y4yacTtb. Ecm Ob1 Axe-
POH TaK M MOrud Ha ero pykax, TO OH Obl TOYHO HE CMOT CMH-
PUTHCS C TIOIOOHOW TIOTEpPEH.

— 4 orHecy ero otapixath U niepegam CuiibBe XOpollyue HO-
BOCTH, a ThI TIOKa pa30epUCh C TeM, YTO 3/IeCh ITPOU3OIILIO. —
AKKypaTHO MOJHSB ChiHA, [leMuaH Heme 1s1 Hadall yXOJUTb.

B sTor MomeHT B nazapete, ABrycto ¢ MupeinHoM JIuIiib [po-
JOJKQJIM YHBUIO CUIETh, PA3MBbILUISAS HAJ BCEU MeYaliblo Mpo-
UCXOJISIIEro, Korjaa crycts Mur [leMuaH TyT e 3aiien BHYTpPb,



Hecs Ha pyKax AxepoHa. CuibBa e K 9TOMY MOMEHTY YKE TH-
X0 CHaJia, MOCje TOro Kak MPUHsIIA YCIOKaBAIOIIUE TPABbl, KO-
TOPBII AaJl eid IBOPELKHUil, YTOObl OHA CMOTJIA XOTsI Obl HEMHO-
0 paccaaduThCs, B IPOTUBHOM ClTydae MepeKUBaHUsI MOTIIU Obl
naxe youTs ee.

— ABgrycro, Mupens, npoiy clIeaure 3a MOEU CEMbEH, a g
noka pasdepych, 4to nmpousonuio. — He gaB BcraBuUTh U cjio-
Ba MOJHsBIIEMYCs 1y3Ty, demuan yoeausimch, yto CuibBa 1
AXepoH B MOpsiAKE TYT e BbILLEJ 32 ABEPb, TOIAA KaK ABIyCTO
B CBOIO OYepelb yxke HeMeass nogoexanl K AXepoHy, CHELIHO
Ha4aB MPOBEPSATh €r0 COCTOSIHUE.

Ou OosbIlie HIYETo He CMOT ObI C/IeNIaTh, IIPOIOIIKAsI CU/IETD B
9TOW KOMHATe U CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO CEMbIO. ABI'YCTO €TMHCTBEH-
HBIIA KTO pa3dupaercs B JIeKapCTBax U TpaBax CpPeau CIyT MoMe-
CThsl, TIO3TOMY B CJIydyae JIETKUX IMPOoOJIieM OH pa3depeTcs cam,
TOrga Kak eMy caMOMy HY)XKHO pa300parbcsi C IPUUMHON Tajie-
HUS AXepoHa.



I'nmaa 17. IleuaJn,
00JIb... BO3HECEHHE.

JlemuaH BCKOpe MpayHO BEPHYJICSI OOPATHO K MECTY MaJeHHs
AXxepoHa, rie K 5TOMy MOMEHTY BUjibresibM yske pasroBapusall ¢
Jlucoii, uei sI3bIK 3aruIeTalics yepes Kaxjoe coBo. [Jaxe ceituac
OHa BCe €llle He OTOIIa OT II0Ka, KOTOPBIN UCIIBITAJIA, 4 €€ T0JI0C
TO U JIEJIO HEITPOU3BOJILHO APOKAIL

Kamenus xe cunena HeaaaeKko OT MecTa, Ijie ellle HeJaBHO Jie-
*a AxepoH. Ee 1o cux mop crierka Tpsiciio, a oHa cama Impojios-
’Kajla THXO TUIaKaTh, TO W JeJI0 MOIJIsAbBas Ha HEOOJbIIIOe KO-
JIMYECTBO KPOBH, OCTABILIEECs Ha MOJTY.

— Yro 31€ech pon301uIo YepT BO3bMU?! AXEpPOH CIIOTKHYII-
cs?! nu notepsin co3Hanue noka cnyckanics?! — Iopoiins, He-
MUaH TYT € HayaJs 3a/1aBaTh OJIMH BOMPOC 3a JPYTUM, MOTJISIIbI-
Bas cHauasa Ha Jlucy, a norom u Ha Kamenuio. XoTs OH BHMMa-
TEeJIbHO CMOTpEeJ Ha ABYX JEBYIIEK, BOMPOC HA Jesie ObLT Ipe/-
Ha3HaveH Oonbiie Bubrenbmy.

Ycapimas ronoc otia, Kamenus mMoria TojabpKo B3MISHYTh Ha
MECTO, TJIe JOJKHA ObLIa CTOSITh €€ CeCcTpa, OJHAKO TaM YKe HH-
Koro He ObU10. OHA Jaxe He 3aMeTwIa B KaKOM UMEHHO MOMEHT



Amenus yIia, OqHaKO Ha jiesie Oblia 1aXe paja TAKOMY packia-
1y, 00SICh TOTO, YTO B MPUCTYTIE SIPOCTU MOT ObI CIIEJIaTh OTell.

— Jlemuan... Amenus... oHa... — Kak Tojpko Buibrensm Ha-
yaJI KojieOaThCsl B CBOMX CJIOBAX, TO M JIEJIO MBITASICh KAK MOXKHO
MsIr4e BbIpa3uThes, [leMuaH yxe BCe MOHsIL, a €ro Cep/Le TsakKe-
JIO CIaBUJIA TIevaJlb.

Eltie korja oH TOJIbKO MPUOBLI, TO YKe TOr/Ia 3aMETHI HAMEKH
Ha He coBceM Ipoctoe nagenue. [lopeneHne 1eBoUeK Toxe ObLUIO
JOBOJIBHO CTPaHHBIM, OJJHAKO OH HE JyMaJl O HauXy/IIeM Bapu-
aHTe, HAJIEsICh, YTO XOTsI ObI 3/1eCh MHTYMIIMS €r0 MOABE/ET... HO
OH OIINOAJICS.

BusibresibM ke Tak M He CTajl J0roBapUBaTh YKACHBIE BECTH.
OnHu ObUIM 3HAKOMBI ¢ [leMHaHOM yXke O4YeHb AAaBHO, MOITOMY
OH MOT Cpazy MOHSATh, YTO €ro JPYr yKe BCe W TakK MOHsII 0e3
JIMIITHUX CJIOB.

— 3ayem oHa 310 czenana...? Kak oHa Moria noctynurh Tak
noayo...? CobcrBeHHOro Opara... — JleMuaH mporoBopmi Tak
THXO, CJIOBHO OOpaInascs Juiib K cede, a He KoMy-JIM00 U3 Ha-
xoasmxcs 31ech. OqHaKO B KPOMEITHOM TUIIIMHE, OKPYKaBIIen
BCEX, €ro CJIOBA BCE PaBHO ObUIA OTUYETJIMBO CJIBIIIHBI KAXKIOMY
MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIEMY.



BuiibresisM HAYEro He cKasall, JIMIb MeYajbHO Kavas rojio-
Boi. Ero Moiuanne ObLJIO Kak OTBETOM, Tak M He3HaHueMm. OH
U caM He TIOHUMaJI, KaK MOKHO OBbLIO TaK MOCTYMUTh. AMeJus
u Kamenus, Mapkyc u AXepoH, OHM BCe POCIIM Ha €ro riaasax,
OH ¥ CaM CYMTAJI X POIHBIMHU, TOTOBBIM OTAATh KU3Hb 32 UX 3a-
umty. OH HEe IOHUMAJI, YTO MOIJIO CHOABUTHYTh AMEJIMIO Tak
MOCTYIUTh... TOCTYMUTH TaK MOJJIO, KOTJIa KaK Jake OH caM, He
Oydy4H UX POJHBIM TOTOB OBLT OTAATh 32 HUX KHU3Hb.

— Kamenus... — Tuxo nporrentas, [lemuan mMor nwiib me-
peBecTH B3IV HAa CUJAIIYIO HEMOJAJICKy JOYb, TOTAA KaK JjIs
TUIAYYIIeH IeBYIIIKY 3TH CJIOBA 3BYYaJIM CJIOBHO PAacKaThl IpoMa.
OHa TyT e MO/HsIIA 3aTUIaKaHHbIE I71a3a ¥ IIOCMOTpesia Ha OTIIa,
OJTHAKO YK€ CITyCTsI CEKYH/Ty CTBIIJTUBO UX OIYCTHUJIA, JIUIIH TIPO-
J0JDKast CITyIIaTh €ro TUXHE U TiedasibHble coBa. - CKaxu MHe...
e 51 ommocs? Yo s caenan He Tak? 3a YTO BB TaK OCTYITHITH
CO CBOMM OpartoMm...?

— 2-310 AMeinus... 1 HA4Yero He... — EfBa yciblnaB oTIa,
Kamenust TyT ke MOmHSIB B3MJIsA/L CHIEITHO 3aroBOpUIa, CTapasich
OOBSICHHUTH, KaK Bce OBLIO HA CAaMOM JIeJie, HO JAaKe Ipek/ie, 4eM
OHa ycriesa JOrOBOpUTH, JleMuaH yxe B30pBaJICS B HEMCTOBOM
KpUKeE.

— 3akpoii cBOi1 por!



Tonpko HemaBHO JleMMaH Kaszajics CITOKOMHBIM, OJHAKO CIIO-
KOWCTBHE 3TO OBLIO JIMIIb HAaycKHBIM. Ero peB 3acraBun Kame-
JIMIO TYT %€ 3aMOJIKHYTh, TOIJJa KaK OHa cama JIMIIb UCITyTaHHO
3a/iposkajia, He OCMEeIMBAasIChb HUUEro rOBOPHUTh.

OT cToIb rPOMOITIACHOrO KpUKa Jaxe Jluca MCIyraHHo Io-
eXuach, 005iCh, 4TO JleMraH MOXKET BBITUIECHYTb 3710 Ha Ipo-
CTOM CJTy’)KaHKe, BMECTO pOJHbIX Aouepeil. JIuib Busbrensm He
ObLT HUYEeM YJIUBJIEH, Be/Ib OH 3HAJ, YTO MOKAa3aHHOE paHee CIIo-
KOUCTBHE OBUIO JIUIITh MACKOU CIEP)KUBAEMOU SIPOCTH U TIEYaIIH.
Yero yx TaMm... Jaxke OH caM cerlyac B I1€YaJI U IPOCTH.

— 4 3agan Tebe BOonpoc, a Thl TOBOPUIIL MHE PO AMEJIHIO !
XoTena cKa3arb, 4TO HUYEro He Aenana, a?! — CTHUCHYB 3yOHl,
Hemuan yxe apocTHO nojoien k Kamenuu, nonHumas ee pbis-
KOM C I0JIa U CMOTPsI IPSIMO B €€ 3aIUIaKAHHBIE U UCITyTaHHbIE
ma3a. — B ToM To U zieno, 4to Tl HU4ero He nenaina! Tel, uan-
OTKa, COCOOHAS JIMIIb MOIPakaTh CBOEH CECTPe, COIAIIAsCh C
KaXJOH ee TIIyIMOCThIO, TOXOASINEH. .. TOXOASIIen 10 adcypaa u
OpatoyouricTpa!

Kamenus He MOria H1 HavyaTh pbLIaTh, Moka Jlemuan npoaos-
KaJl ee Jepkarhb, Kpuya el IpsiMo B JIMIIO, BBIMEIasi BECh THEB,

3JIOCTb U HEBBIHOCUMYIO II€YadJIb, YTO CHEdJIa €T0.

— Toi 3Haemb, 4To TBOM Mua i 6par 6onen? — [yboko



B3JIOXHYB, [leMuaH crapasicsi 3a/1aTb BOIPOC CIIOKOIHO, OTHAKO
JPOKb B €0 rOJI0Ce BCE PABHO BbIJIaBaJIa €ro sIpoCcThb. TeM He Me-
Hee BujIs, uyTo Kamenusi mpoiomkaeT MordaTh OH MOT OH JIMIIIb B
SIPOCTH yaapuTh ee 1o 1eke. — Otpevaid! Twl 3HaeIIb, YTO TBOU
M opat 6oseH?!

ITocne IIOIIICYNHBI, Kamenus BCKPUKHYJIA, OJHAKO BUJA O4YC-
pem-loﬁ 3aMax O0THod, OHa MOIJia JIMIIb IMaHWYECKM 3aKUBAaThb,
CcTapasChb BbI'OBOPUTH CJIOBA CBOUM 3aIUICTAIOIIMMCA OT CTpaxa
A3BIKOM.

— 3Hao... s 3Ha... — Kamenus ropbko Iiakaia, B IyIle
NPOKJIMHAS AMEJIHMIO 3a €€ MOCTYIOK M 3a ClIad0CTh, KOTOPYIO
OHa IIPOSIBIJIA, COEKaB OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, XOTsI cama ObLIa pa-
72 TOMY T1apy MUHYT Ha3a/l.

— Torma T, HABEpHOE, 3HAEIb, YTO €MY OCTaJIOCh KUTb
HecKonbKo JieT? — [locne cnoB ortia Kamennsa HeqoyMeHHoO 1o-
CMOTpeJIa Ha HErO, OJHAKO OH HE /1aJ1 €M BCTABUTB U CJIOBA, JIUIIIb
pojokast roBOpUTb. — OH MEIJIEHHO yMHUPAET... C CaMoro
cBOero poskaeHus. OH... OH IPOCTO CTHUBAET 3aKUBO U3HYTPH. ..
AXepoH... MO¥ OeTHBI MaJIbYMK YMHUPAET, U s He CIOCOOEH... He
CrocoOeH eMy HU4eM NOMOYb...

C kaxpIM c10BOM rojioc Jlemuana ciiabesn Bce CHIIbHEE, a ero
SIPOCTh TMOTYyXajla TaKke OBICTPO, KaK M pasropayiack. K koHIry



MMpEaIOKCHUA €ro rojioC, Ka3ajaoCb, COBCEM CCJI, a OH CaM MOT
JIMIIb TAKEIO OIMYCTUTHCA HAa KOJICHU U 3allJIaKaTh.

BuuibresibM ke B 9TOT MOMEHT CTOSLT KaK CTaTysl, OHAKO eBa
JIU CePXKUBAst MOJICTYIUBIIKI K €r0 ropily KOM, B TO BpeMsl Kak
Jluca b B cTynope oOaymMbIBasia ckazaHHoe OapoHoM. Tem He
MeHee CJIe3bl JIMIIIb ITPOJIOJIKAIM CTEKaTh U 10 ee JIUILY.

Omna Ha0mo1a1a He OMH Tof1 32 AXEpOHOM, M HE MOTJIa ITOBe-
PUTD, UTO JIMIIb EILE YEPE3 Mapy JIET €r0 YKe KJIET CMepTh. Beno-
MUHasi €ro KpacHelolee JIMIO, COKPHITOE CTECHEHUE W MPOChOy
BIIEPBBIE 32 MHOT'ME T'OJIbl HA3bIBATh €r0 10 UMEHU, OHA MPOCTO
HE MOTJIa CIepKaTh MeYain.

JlemuaH GoJTbIlie HIYETO He CKa3aJl, JIUIIb YCTAJIO MOJHUMASICh
Y HaIpaeJisAsiCh 00paTHO B CTOPOHY JiazapeTa. Celyac OH IPOCTO
XOTeJ MOOBITH € KeHOW M cbIHOM. Kak otell oH mpocTo ObLT 0051-
3aH TIPOBECTH BMECTE MMOCTIeHUAE TObI JKU3HU ChIHA... KaK OTell
OH TIPOCTO OBbLT 00sI3aH C/IeNaTh BCE... BCE YTO TOJIBKO MOJXKET.

Kamenust e ceituac Tak 1 BOBCE JIMIIb ITPOAOJIKATIA CTOSITh B
CTYHOPE... AakKe KOIJa CUITy3T YIAJSAIOIErocs OTLA pa3MBbLICs OT
crie3, Tekylmux u3 ee mia3. Ho gake Tak... oHa TO U JIENIO BCIIO-
MUHaJIa KXyl NaKOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHU C CECTPOU BBITBOPSIU
HaJl AXepOHOM U T10 PUYrHE, U Oe3.



CKBO3b Cie3bl, [T/ HA CHJTYST OTIA, OHA MOIJIAa 3aMETHUTb,
HACKOJIBKO CJTa0bIM OH Kazauics ei ceiryac. OH ObLT TAKUM MOTY-
YUM JIsI Hee, CJIOBHO CTIOCOOHBIM Ha BCE... OJIHAKO OH BCE PABHO
OCTaBAJICS JIMIIIb YEJIOBEKOM... YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBII HE MOXET
CIIACTH JIAKe CBOEro ChiHa. Kax/ylo HOUb 3TO, CJIOBHO MYUHJIO
ero, MOATa4YMBasi €ro BOJIIO, ITOKAa €ro MOTY4YHii TOJIOC U Heyaep-
’KMMast TOXoJIKa He ocitadia, 1aBasi CBO00Y CAEepKUBAEMOMY OT-
YasHUIO U C1a00CTH.

Kpowme ynansmomerocs JlemMuana, BCe Tak U CTOSIM HA CBOMX
MECTaXx, a MBICJIM U BOCIIOMMHAHUS TO U JIEJIO TPOKPYUUBAIINCH
B ux ronosax. Ha mecre ocraBanace Kamenus, uyro moria b
HEBepsIIEe CMOTPETh CIIOBHO OB B ITYCTOTY, BCIIOMUHAST KK b1
MOMEHT, MMPOBEICHHBIA ¢ MJIAIIIMI OpaToOM, CpeIy KOTOPHIX He
ObLJIO HY OJTHOTO MOJIOKUTEIBHOr0. C caMoro ero poxieHusi OHU
C CeCTpOil HEeB3MOOWIN €ro, 0e3 MPUYMHBL... IPOCTO TaK... IPO-
CTO TaK...

BustbreibM mpojioka CTosITh, JIMIIL BCIIOMUAHASI MATIOTKY
AXepoHa... BCIOMHUHAJI MOMEHTHI, KOT/]a OH TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO Ha-
yUHJICSI TOBOPHTH, Ha3bIBasl ero Jsaeil Bubreasmom. Bermomu-
HaJI, KaK OH BIIEpBbIE MOIHSLT JEPEBSIHHBIA MeU, M KaK BIIEPBbIE
Opocul ero, He CIIOCOOHBIN YepKaTh.

Crosna u Jluca, koTopast myCTh U HE JOJIT0, HO BCE PaBHO BU-
Jena, Kak pactet AxepoH. Hukoro 6osee unuctoro u 100poro oHa



He BcTpedana. OH ObLT CJIOBHO YHCTHIN, HE 3arpsi3HEHHBIN OKPY-
JKAIOIIVM 3JIOM SIpKUM 1IBETOK. Ero MoxHO ObLIO OBl IIOIIPOCUTD
MIOMOIIM B YEM YTOJIHO... aOCOJIIOTHO 000 BCEM... M OH ObI BCe
PaBHO MOMOT. A KaK MOXHO He ITOMOYb? — 3TO TO, YTO OH CKa-
3aJ1 el OTHAXKIBL.

OcraBayiach Ha MECTE M OJMHOKO IUIAvyIlas JeBYIIKA, CIpsi-
TaBILIAsACA IOJ KPOBaThl0 B KOMHATE Haj JecTHUleu. [leByi-
Ka, YTO CJIBIIIANA KKyl OYKBY, Kak/10€ CJIOBO IIPOU3HECEHHOE
MPSIMO TOJ TEM MECTOM, I/ie OHAa Jiexkaya. CBepHyBILAsCS B KJTy-
OOK OHa MOTJIa JIUIIIb TUIAKaTh U IpoxkaTh. OHa Obl TaK XOTeJ1a Bce
BEPHYTb Ha3a/l... HOCTYIIUTh UHAYE, HO PA3BE HE KAXK/IbIA MEUTAJ
o TakoM? BepHyTbcsl Ha3al ¥ MOCTYNHTH MO-IPYroMy OCOOEeH-
HO TOT/Ia, KOTJIa OMMOKA, COBEpIIIEHHAsI TOOOH... MEHSIET KU3HU
moniei. Ho pa3Be MOXeT YesioBeK... POCTOM YesiOBeK... ObITh Ha
Takoe crocoOen?

AXepoH MeUICHHO TOHYII, CIOBHO HaXOsCh B OECKOHEYHOM
KolMape. BecunciieHHble PYKU YyIOBHIN Pa3phiBAIM €ro TEJO
CHOBa M CHOBa. BecuuciieHHble ypOIMBBIE U 3yOacThle MacTu
HEHCTOBO KyCajld ero, pBajiv, eBaau W mioTaan. OJHAKO OH
CHOBa M CHOBA IMOSIBJISLICS] BHOBb, CKOBAHHBIN PyKaMU YyOBHII,
BBIHYK/ICHHBIH JIAIIb BHOBb OBITh PA30PBAHHBIM U IPOIIOYEH-
HbIM. BeCKOHEeUHbII KPyroBOPOT IUIEIIYIIEro OTYasTHUsI, 00N U
3JI00BI.



becuucnenHsle rna3a CMOTPEJIN Ha HETO C HCHABUCTBIO U APO-
CThIO, CJIOBHO HUX 3aKJISTHIN Bpar HAKOHEII OKa3aJICA B UX Mpa4d-
HON oOuTe. MHOXeCTBO PA3JIMYHBIX HACCKOMBIX ITUTAJIOCH
€ro IJIOThbIO, CJIOBHO HEHACBITHBIC OHU ITOXUPAIN €0 BHOBb U
BHOBb... CHOBA 1 CHOBA.

— HenaBuxy...

Teno AxepoHa ObIIO BHOBb Pa30pBaHO, MPOIJIOYEHO U TIOTJIO-
IIEeHO. JIMIb MUT OCTaBaJICsl Y HErO Ha OCO3HAaHHE TOTO, YTO C
HHUM TTPOUCXOAUT. JIMIIIb 3TOro Mura xBarajao emy, 4ToObl CKa-
3aTh OJJHO €MTHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO.

— Henauxy...

N3 mura B mur. CHoBa ¥ cHoBa. JIUIIb OTHO CJIOBO CJIETANIO C
€ro YCT, IPexk/ie YeM KPYyrOBOPOT BHOBb HAYHET CBON OECKOHEY-
HBIM [IUKJL. JIMIIb 3TOT MUT MOT pa3opBaTh KpPyroBOpoT, pa3py-
IIATH IIUKJI, HO CHOBA... JIMIIb OJHO M TOXE CJIOBO CHOBA M CHOBA
MPOJIOJIKAJIO CIIETaTh C €ro YCT...

— HenaBuxy...

AXepoH He 3HaJl CKOJIbKO TMpoluio BpemeHu. Kazanoch Beu-
HOCTb... a MOXeT Jiiib Mur? Baxkuo i 310? Her... Beap BakHO,



Ka3aJIOCh, JIMIIL OTHO...
— Henasucrs...

He mpomwio u mura, Kak BMeCTe CO CJIeyIOIUMH CIOBAMH,
BBIIIEIIMMU C €70 YCT, AXEPOH BHE3AIHO PACMaxXHYyJ 171434, Ibl-
natormye ot sipoctr! Mur, OTBeIeHHBII eMy, CIIOBHO 3aCThbLI, a
JIAJIeKO HaBepXy, MpayHOe TeMHOe HeOO pa3oIlljioCh B CTOPOHBI,
MPOIMYyCKasi CKBO3b ceOsl HEMCTOBBIM 30JI0TOM CBET, CHUCXO[SI-
WA TIPSIMO B Pa3jioM, YTO KaK paHa Ha 3eMJie, JI0 CUX MOop He
3aTsIHYJICS] OKOHYATEJIbHO.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa! — Bujs 310, AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO pacxo-
XOTaTbCs KaK CyMacCIIEIIINK, TOrJa KaK ero JMIO YK€ UCKa3h-
JI0Ch B O€3yMHOM OcCKaJsie. Mur yxe npouies...

30JI0TOM CBET TYT K€ OMBUI €0 TEJO, OTTOHSASA ThMY, MpaKk
1 dygoBuil. Tem He MeHee Jaxke ero cCoOCTBEHHOE TeJlo ceifuac
CJIOBHO IUIABMJIOCH OT MOIIIH, YTO HECET B ceOe ITOT CBET, OfIHA-
KO OH JIMIIb IPOAOJIKA OE3yMHO CMeAThCs, MIAAS Tya, OTKya
UCXOAUT cTONO Mepiiaoriero 3oyota. Ero rasa meutany... Kasa-
Jock, oHu ropAt! Ho gaxe Tak... OH Bce paBHO IPOAOJIKAII CMOT-
peTh U packaTucto cMesThesi!! OH ObuT HerokoeOum! ! !

C KaxJapIM npomeanmmM MIrHOBEHUEM CBET CTAHOBUJICA JIMIIb
CUJIBHEE, a €T0 TEJIO POJOIKAIIO IUIABUTHCA... Ka3aJIOCh, CITYCTS



MUT OT HETO He OCTaHEeTCs aOCOIIOTHO HUYETro, HO OH JIMIIb ITPO-
J0JDKaT 6€3yMHO CMESIThCS... M JK/1aTh. Bpems eltie He pUIILo. ..
OH CNocOOeH MPOoJEePKaThCs ellle HEMHOTO.

[Mporiwio erme auib MTHOBEHHUE, W B LIEHTPE CTOJI0a 30JI0TO-
ro cBera AXepoH HAaKOHEIl CMOT' YBUAETh TO, YEro OH TaK AOJITO
Kaant... Pyka cHu3oI11a U3 1IeHTpa OECKOHEYHO JJAJIEKOrO CBETA,
MPOTSHYBIIUCH BHU3 JI0 CAMOTO Pa3jioMa... IITyOuH Mpaka!

Be3ymHBIIi cMeX CJIeJIOM BBIPBAJICSI M30 €r0 PTa, HO OH He CMelT
MEJUTUTh, TIOAIPHITUBAsT U30 BCEX CUJI, B TO BpeMs KaK 30JI0Tast
pYyKa CJIOBHO OHUJIaBIIIasi YEro-TO, TYT e MPUTSIHYJIACh K HEMY.
CXBaTHBIIIUCH 32 POTSHYTYIO BBEPX PYKY AXepoHa, OHa HeMe/l-
JIs1 TIOHECJIa er0 HaBepX, BBITACKMBasI N3 OECKOHEYHO-TTyOMHHO-
r'O MpaKa W ThMBHl.

DTOT TEMHBIN MHP, Ka3aJI0Ch, BCET/1a ObLT HATIOIHEH a0COTIOT-
HOW TUIIMHOW, OTHAKO cervac, 3a Joiroe, OylaTo OeCKOHEUHOe
BpeMs Oe3yMHBII CMeX U €JUHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO TO M JIEJIO T'PO-
MBIXaJIM, COTPsICasi €ro, MoKa BCe He MCUEe3JI0 BMECTe C IaJIeKUM,
Y YK€ TAKUM TYCKJIBIM CBETOM...



I'nraBa 18. 4 npomaro Te6s. Yacrts 1.

AXepoH pe3KO OTKPBLT I71a3a, OMHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM ITOIHU-
Mast TYJIOBHIIE C KPOBAaTH W MPUHUMAsI CUsTUyIo 1o3y. Ero -
110 OBUIO UCKAXEHO B OE3yMHOM, CJIOBHO 3BEpUHOM OCKaJje, a B
J1a3ax ropesia JMiib 37700a 1 HeHaBUCTh. OJHAKO Jake CO CTOJb
y’KaCHBIM BBIPaKEHHEM JIUI[A, B €70 FOJIOBE KPYTUIICS JIUIIb BO-
POX HETMOHMMAaHUS U CTpaxa.

— HenaBuxy...?! — HemoymenHo mpoOopmotaB, AXepoH
MOT TOJIBKO B IIIOKE TIOCMOTPETh Ha CBOM JIpOXKAIlMe OT CTpaxa

PYKH.

TonbKO OHO €TUHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO CIIETENIO Cefyac ¢ ero ycr,
HO OH He TIOHKMAaJI, II0YeMY IIPOU3HEC €r0, BEIb ITO CIIOBO, Ka3a-
JIOCh, HE TTPUHAJIJIEKAIIO eMY, He TIPHHAIEKATIO €ro Xu3Hu. EMy
Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH YTO-TO 3a0bU1, 3a0bLJ HEUTO BAKHOE, 3a0BLI. ..

OH Mor JTUIIIb TPOJOJIKATh CMOTPETh Ha CBOM BCE CHITbHEE Ha-
YUHAOLKe ApoXxarh pyku. Ero rasa ObUTH IIMPOKO pacraxHy-
ThI, TOTJa KaK B HUX BCE CUJIbHEe pasropasnoch Oesymue. OH 4yB-
CTBOBAJL... 3HAJ... OH JJOJUKEH BCTIOMHUTD. VICTUHBI, COKPHITHIE B
BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX, OBLIM CJIOBHO 3allepThl B HEBUAUMOM KJIETKe,
HO OH ObLJT OJIU30K K UX pasrajke. EMy He XBaTasio Juiih HEMHO-
ro, CaMOi MaJIOCTH... JIUIIb MHTa!



— A-axepoH...? — Wcnyraano npomienTas, CuibBa, HaOIo-
JIaBIIIasi 3a CHIHOM, MOIJIa CeYac JUIIb IPUUTHU B yKac, B TO Bpe-
Ms KakK €€ Tojioc yKe NPeAaTesIbCKy 3apOoxKal.

Hukorga eme oHa He BHjeNna MOMOOHOE BBIpaXEHHE JIHMIIA
AxepoHa, CJIOBHO... 3TO ObLI yke He ee ChiH. HeHaBUCTh, KOTOPOi
ObLIM MEpEeNoIHeHbl €ro YepHbIe I71a3a... TAKOrO0 OHA HUKOT/IA He
BUJIEA.

TeMm He MeHee, Kak TOJIBKO AXEPOH YCJIbIIIA FOJIOC MaTepH,
HAIOJIHEHHBIH CTPaxoM, OECIIOKONCTBOM U NEpeKMBaHUMU, Ha-
BaXXJEHUE CIOBHO BMUI CIIAJIO C €0 pa3yma, a rojoBa Hayazia
PacCKaJIbIBaThCSI OT HEBBIHOCHMOW OONM. 3aCTOHaB, OH TYT K€
CXBATHUJICS 32 TOJIOBY, CIOCOOHBIH JIIITb KPHUYaTh, 2 BOCIOMHHA-
HUS U COKPBITBIE UCTUHBI YXOAWJIM OT HETO BCE JAJIBIIIE... TIOKA
Jake UX JaJIEKOE X0 HE MEPECTAJIO 3ByYaTh B €ro rojoBe.

B stor momenT CuibBa yxe HeMeAJIs MOICKOYMIA K ChIHY, a
CITyCTSI MUT B KOMHate ObUT U ABrycTO, OepyIluil TOTOBOE JIeKap-
CTBO ¥ 3QJIMBAIOIINI €70 MPSIMUKOM B TOPJIO KpyUJareMy ot 0o
Axepony. He mpomuio 1 mura, kKak HeBRIHOCHMast O0JIb ke CTa-
HOBUJIACh Bee criabee, MoKa BCKOpe He OTCTYIUIIa OKOHYATE IbHO.

Criycts MUHYTY BHOBb MOJHSABIIMCH U MOTUPAs TMaJIbLIAMUA
BUCKM, AXepOH HaKOHEIl CMOT yCTaJIO OTJISIACThCS, N30aBJICHHBIN



OT MpaYyHOro HaBaxaeHus. Ero B3mIsiI TYT yxke ynepcsi B MaTb,
4TO C JTOOOBBIO U TIepeKMBaHKEM CMOTpesia Ha Hero. OHa ka3a-
Jlach eMy TaKOU IMOCTapeBIIei... Ka3ajJoch, OH HE BUJIEN €€ TaK
JIABHO. ..

— M-mama... — AXepoH He CMOI CAepKaThbCs, Ilaya U TyT
e Tpbirasi B oObATUSL MaTepu CO cjle3aMu Ha Iazax. — MHe
CHOBA CHWJICS KOIIIMAp... 51 TaK yCTaJl MaM...

AXepoH MOr JIMIIb MPOAOJKATh IUIAKaTh, HaWJs YCIIOKOE-
HIe B 00bATHAX MaTepu. C1aOblii 1 yMUPAIOITHAA TEBSITUIECTHUIA
MaJIbYMK, 3aTHAaHHBII B yroj KommMapamu. Yo enie eMy ocraer-
csl IesiaTh, KPOME KaK MCKaTh MOMOIIM Y TeX, KTO KAXKETCs eMy
HeroOeauM 1 BcezHamom? Ponuteny Obutn 17151 HETO BCEM, U HE
OBLJIO TOTO, C YeM He MoMorJIa Obl eMy MaMa, Kak He ObLIO ¥ TOTO,
¢ yeM He pazoOpasics Obl ero otell. OH BepuII B 3TO, TaK Ke Ipa-
BEJIHO U OJIaro4ecTrBO, Kak B Benukyio mate u Apuaiimmii Ceer.

ABTYCTO 32 3TO BpeMsl ellle pa3 MPOBEPUJI COCTOsSIHUE AXepo-
Ha, ¥ He cTaB 0oJjiee MelaTh BOCCOEIMHEHUIO, BBIIIIE] U3 KOMHA-
ThI TIO HaMpaBJieHWIo kK KabuHery [lemuana. Ceifuac OH JIOJKEeH
OBbLT pacckaszarh XOpOIIUE, a TaKke TUIOXMe HOBOCTH, MOITOMY
yX&Ke CIyCTS1 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OH CTOSIT BO3Jie KaOMHETa, aKKy-
paTHO MOCTYKMBAs O JIBEPH.

— Bxonpure. — Ycranslid, HO BCe paBHO CUJIBHBIM T'OJIOC TYT



ke pasznayics U3 KaOMHeTa, Mmocyie KOToporo ABrycro 0e3 mpo-
MeJIJICHUI 3a1ie1 BHYTPb, TIOMYTHO 3aKPhIBast 32 COOOU BEPS.

JlemuaH ceityac CIOKOMHO CUJEJ 32 CBOUM CTOJIOM, HECIIELITHO
nonueas Koge, a MMCbMO € MeYaThlo BUKOHTA B €T0 PyKax TO U
JIeJI0 TIePEeUNTHIBAJIOCh CHOBA M CHOBA. Ero miio 66110 XMypbIM,
TOrJa Kak OH caM Jlake He OOpaTHJl BHUMaHHUS Ha BOLIEAIIErO
JBOPELKOro, MPOAOJIKAsI MOJTYA Pa3MbILUIATS.

— Muopa. — Crierka MOKJIOHMBIIKChH, YTO TOrO TpeOyeT
ycTaB, ABIYCTO TyT e npono/kui. — l'ocnioxa CuiibBa U ero
MWIOCTb MPULIUIA B ceOsl.

Kak Tonbko JleMuaH HaKOHEIl YCJIbIIIAA XOpOIIhe BECTH OH
TYT K€ MPOTSKHO BBIJOXHYJ. 3I0POBbE €r0 CEMbU CTOSIO Ha
HIepPBOCTENIEHHOM YPOBHE BaKHOCTH, TIO3TOMY 3TO TYT ke 00JIer-
quJ10 ero Homry. Ero B3mis TyT ke mepeMecTHIICs ¢ MMchMa Ha
ABrycTO, KOTOPBIT COOMPAJICS MPOIOIKATD, BUIS, YTO CMOT ITPHU-
BJIeYb BHUMaHHUE OapoHa.

— C AXepoHOM Bce B NOPSAJKE, & BCE €r0 TPABMBI 3AKUJIU
YyAeCHBIM 00pa3oM. 30JI0TOM MepraMeHT U BIPSMb JOCTOHHOE
BOCXMILEHHUSI COKPOBHUIIIE LEPKBHU... — ABI'YCTO TOBOPHUJI C UHTE-
pPECOM, OJHAKO BUSl HAXMYPEHHBIN B3IV JleMuaHa u ero me-
CTaMM CeJible BOJIOCHI, OTKAILIABLIMCH TYT K€ CMEHUT Temy. - C
XOPOLUIMMM HOBOCTSIMU BCe MUJIOpA. Teneps Ha CYeT IIOXHX...



— Hy xoHeuHo, a Kak 6e3 HUX TO? — YCMEXHYBIIUCHh HAJl
aOCYpIHOCTBIO CBOMX ke CJIOB, [leMuaH BHOBb OTITWII Kodbe, 1a-
Baid 3HaK ABIYCTO MPOIOJIKATb.

— Mpbl HE MOKXEM HaUTH OOHY M3 CIY’)KAHOK INOMecThbs. S
OIIPOCUJI CIIYT, HO HUKTO HE BUAEJ €€ U HE pa3roBapuBall ¢ I0-
3aBuepalHero aHsA. S xoresn Bac yBeIOMHUTD €lle BYepa, HO Bbl
Y CaMHU ITIOHUMAETe.

ABrycTO OYeHb CHJIBHO He HPaBIJIOCh, UTO OIHA U3 CITYKaHOK
TaK U He TOSIBUIIACh, KaK U KaKasi-inOo nHdopmanus o Heil. OH
XOTeJT 3aHSThCsI TIOUCKAMH elle BUepa, ONHAKO HECYACTHBIH CITy-
Yail BLIOWJI BCEX U3 KOJIEU, OTYETO OH MOT JIUIIb MEPEHECTH 3TO
Ha CJIe/LyIOIHH JIeHb, yKe NOocIe Toro, Kak AxepoH u CuibBa Io-
npaBuKch. TeM He MeHee OH BCe PaBHO HaBesl CIIPaBKH, MOro-
BOPUB C ee ONTM3KUMH JPY3bsIMHU B oMecThe. Kak aBoperkuit oH
XOPOIIIO OOMIAJICS CO CIyTraMu, YTOObl OHU BCETAa JEPKaIH €ro
B Kypce Bcex Jell. DTO MO3BOJISUIO eMy JIydllle KOHTPOJIMPOBATh
CUTYAIIHIO, CTApasiCh YIYCKaTh U3 BUIY KaK MOXHO MEHbIIIE.

— JlomxHo OBITh OHA TpocTO cOeskana. Hy Tl ke, HaBepHOe,
Y caM CJIBIIAJ 3TU CIyXU O MPOKJIATHAX, BepHO? Ciiyru camu
He 3HAIOT, Yero UM CTOUT 00sAThCS... — JloroBopus, [leMuan Mor
JIAIITL OTMAXHYThCS OT CJIOB JBOPEIIKOTO.



OH He 0c000 X0TeN pa3dupaThest ¢ MOIOOHBIMU TTYTIOCTSIMH,
BeJIb ero 0oJIbIlie HepBrpoBasa Jlaypa u mucbMo BUKOHTA, KOTO-
poe OH IpoYes yke HECKOJIBKO pa3. Bce ke 3T jena HaMHOTo
Ba)KHEE KaKOK-TO TaM CITy’)KaHKH, KOTOpasi CKOpee BCero mpocTo
cOexana. ITUM BOIPOCOM MOKHO 3aHSTHCSI U TIOTOM.

— Mutopn nipy Bcem yBaskeHuu. — Ilokavas ronoBoii, AB-
T'YCTO MOT TOJIbKO TNepeOuTh Jlemuana, moHMMas Kyjaa TOT KJIO-
HUT, OJIHAKO OH He ObLI corylaceH ¢ HUM. — $1 OTKpPOBEHHO ITOro-
BOPWJI C TEMH, KTO XOPOIIIO C Hel 00IIascs, 1 OHA UIMEHHO, YTO
nponayia. 9To MOXKET CKa3aThCsl HA TIOMECThE, TIOITOMY 51 PEKO-
MEH/IYI0O HalTH ee.

VYenpiaB ouepeiHble HACTOMYMBBIE CJIOBA JBOpeLKoro, e-
MHaH MOT TOJIbKO CEPbE3HO B3IVISIHYTh Ha ABIYCTO, KOTOPBII B
CBOIO 0Yepe/lb JIALIb IPOAOJIKAJ YBEPEHHO CTOATh Ha cBoeM. OH
HE XOTeJI, YTOOBI KTO-TO OTBJIEKAJICS HA TOMCKH CITY)KAaHKH, OJHA-
KO JIBOPELKMI ObLT BEPHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM U TIOTOMY OH MOT YCTY-
IUTb €MY B 3TOT pa3, XOTsI CUUTAJI, YTO TOT YK CJMIIKOM CUJIbHO
NIPUBA3AICA K CIIyraMm.

— Eciw ThI cunTaenipb, 4to ee Mor KT0-TO YOUTbh, TO XOPOIIIO.
Paccrienyit Tak, Kak cuuTaellb HYyX)KHbIM, a TIOTOM JIOJIOKH MHE.
— TloxaB mieyamu, JlemMuaH MOr JIMIIL COIJIACUTHCS, CIIEAOM
K1Basl TOJIOBOM.



[Tocne cnoB [lemuana, ABryCTO CMOI HAKOHEL BBIAOXHYTh C
obseryenrieM. be3 mo3BojieHMsI OH HE MOT JEHCTBOBATh CBOE-
BOJIBHO, JIMIIIb B paMKaX YCTaHOBJICHHBIX MPaBUJ, CPEIU KOTO-
PBIX, pa3yMeeTcsl, He ObIJIO HUKAKOTO pacciaeoBaHus O IMPOIaxe
yenoBeka. [TomyuuB paspeliieHre, OH CMOXKET pa3o0paThcs Ha-
KOHEI| C 3TUM JEJIOM, MyYUBIIUM €I0 YK€ BTOPBIE CYTKH.

— Buaronapio, musiopa. Kak y3Hato, 4To CIyduioch s TYT ke
1am BaMm 3HaTh. ECin sT Bce ke OKazascs IVIyIOM, M OHA JeH-
CTBUTEJILHO cOeXaa, TO s MpUMY JTII0OOU BBITOBOP.

[TOKJIOHUBIIIKCH, ABIYCTO CJI€IOM YK€ HEMEJICHHO BBIIIES U3
KaOuHeTa, Torja Kak JleMuaH B CBOIO ouepesib yxke axe He 00-
paIan; Ha 3TO JeJI0 HUKAKOTO BHMMAaHUS, BHOBb HAUMHAS TIPO-
YUTBHIBATh TMCbMO OT BUKOHTA, HEU3BECTHO B KaKOH yKe pas.

— Crapbiii BUKOHT Onap pas3OyieBasncs, MpU3biBas MeHs
HEMEJUIEHHO BEPHYTHCA Ha I0KHYIO T'paHMIly... cTpaHHO. OH He
JOJKeH ObUT 00paTUTh Ha 3TO 0COOOro BHUMaHUsL. MOXET JIH. ..

Tem He MeHee, axke MpexkJe, YeM pa3MblllieHus [leMuana
YCIEJIU AATh EMY XOTb KAKOW-TO pa3yMHBIA UTOT YK€ MOCIIbIIIAI-
Cs1 OUEpEe/IHOM CTYK B IBepb KaOWHETa, OTYEro OH MOT JIMIIIb 3a-
KaTuThb M1a3a. CIMIIKOM MHOTO JIEJl Pa30M B3BaJIMJIOCh Ha HETO,
a OH, He ycreBasi pa300parThbCsl ake C OHUM, KaK CJIEIOM YKe
BBIHYK/IEH BBICIYIIMBATh JAPYIOE.



— Boupaure. — Jlemuan crapajics npuaaTh roiaocy CoKOu-
CTBHE, OTHAKO B HEM BCE PaBHO OBLIO CJIBIIIIHO MOJIABJIEHHOE Pa3-
JpaxeHue. A Korjaa ABepb B KAOMHET Havyajla CO CKPUIIOM Me/I-
JIEHHO OTKPBIBAThCSA, OH MOT JIAIIb 3aCTOHATh OT HErOJOBaHMS
ele cribHee mpexHero. - Yero tede, Kamenusa? Twl gamb Mae
padoTarh B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?

— Ilpoctu mar... s 10 CMX MOP HE MOTY HaWTH AMEJHIO... a
BIPYT YTO-TO CIYYUJIOCh C HEU? ABryCTO NEpeaasl MHE, YTO Thl
CKazas eMy, YToObl OH He JIe3 B 3TO JIEJIO... HO BJIPYT BCE K€ 4YTO-
TO CIYUYWJIOCh C Hei? Bapyr oHa mpornana... Wim ee NoxXuTuin?!
— C xaxpapv cnoBoM Kamenus Bce cuibHEe HAUMHAJIA BOJTHO-
BaThCsl, €€ MBICJIM YXOJIMJIM B caMble 1eOpH, Toraa Kak cam Jle-
MHaH MOT JIMILb 3aKaThIBaTh IJ1a3a.

Yem Oosbirie Kamenust mpojoinkaia roBOpUTh, TEM CUJIbHEE
OH YyBCTBOBAJI MyJIbCHPYIOIIYIO TOJOBHYI0 007b. CHavana oHa
MPUXOAWIA y3HATh MPO AXEepoHa, BHYTPEHHE CTBIASICh BCTpE-
4aTbCsl C HUM CaMOI, a YK€ MOCJIe HE pa3 IPUXOIuiIa K HEMY ca-
MOMY, CJIE3HO YMOJIsisl HAUTHU CECTPY, OAHAKO OH MOT JIMIIb OT-
MaxMBaTbCSA OT ITOTO, pa3ApaxkascCh ¢ KaxIbIM pa3OM BCE CHJIb-
Hee.

— Kawmenus, ¢ tBoelt cectpoil Bce xopoio. Hy... B cmbicie
OHA HAaXOJUThCS B IOMecThe. — JleMHuaH clierka mpoKarisics,



oryero Kamenusa e rmoodseaHesnia, a Ha ee JIMIE MTOKa3ajoch
ere O6osbine vcrmyra. OHaKo, IpeX/Ie YeM OHa yCIiena CKa3aTh
elre XOTh CJIOBO, OH, He XeJiast OOJIbIIle BBICIYIIMBATh ITYHOCTH
MPOAOJIKUI TOBOPUTh. - OHA JIEXKUT IMOJl KPOBAThI0O B KOMHATE
Ha/Jl JIECTHULIEH, I7ie CTOJIKHYJIa AXepoHa. Moxelllb UATH.

3aKOHYMB rOBOPUTH, JleMuaH TyT ke MaXHYJ PyKOW HeCKOJTb-
KO pa3 B CTOPOHY JOYEPHU, MOKa3biBasi BCEM CBOMM BUJOM, YTO
Ha 9TOM HX JHAaJIOr 3aKoHYeH. Bee ke oH ckazas Oosee 4em 0-
CTaTOYHO, a €ro JI0Yb SIBHO YK€ He MaJICHbKUI peOEHOK U JJOJIK-
Ha caMa TMOHSATH, YTO K YeMy.

Kamenwst 5xe B 3TOT MOMEHT XOTeJa cKa3aTh YTO-TO ellle, Ofl-
HAKO CYpOBBIM B3IJISA OTLA TYT K€ OTOMJI 3TO JKeJaHUe C KOp-
HeM. OHa MoIJIa JIMIIb TUXOHBKO BHIUTU M3 KaOWHETa, a Tocie
6erom nomMuarbcsi B KOMHaTy, O KOTOpO# roBopuI otell. [lemuan
TOJIBKO ¥ CJIBIIIAN OBICTPBIA CTYK OOCOHOXEK TIO TMOJY, OT Yero
Ha ero JIMIE NOSBUJIACh JIeTKas yJIbIOKa.

— Tak nepexuBaeT o cectpe, HO OblIa Tak Oe3paszaryHa K
coOcTBeHHOMY Opary. BUnumo st JefiCTBUTENIHHO ClieNial YTO-TO
He Tak. DX... He JalT nmopadoratb. — Kavas ronosoit, [lemuan
MOT TOJIbKO TSIKEJI0 B3JOXHYTh, CJIE/IOM YK€ OTKJIa/IbIBast TMCbMO
BUKOHTA U YCTAJIO MOAHUMASCH C KpecJa.




Kamenusi B 9TOT MOMEHT yXke TOPOIUIMBO Oexana, mpoderas
1O JIECTHUIIC U TIOJHUMASCh B KOMHATY, O KOTOPOH TOBOPHII
orerl. Hemeyist 1 CEKyH[IbI, OHA TYT K€ CIENTHO OTKPbhUIA JIBEPh
¥ 3a111a BHYTPb. [TbUIb MOJTHOCTHIO OKPBIBAJIA 01, a cCaMa KOM-
HaTa Tak ¥ BOBCe ObljIa MMOJT 3aBA3KY 3a0MTa BCAKMM JaBHO HEUC-
TIOJTE3YEMBIM XJIAMOM.

— Awmenusd... Amemmd TH 31ech? — Tuxo menya, Kamenns
MOTJIa JIMIIb MOMBITAThCS M03BATh CECTPY, OTHOBPEMEHHO C YeEM
TBITASICh PA3MIIS/IETh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb.

K coxanenuio, cefiyac oHa MOMPOCTy HUYEro He BUJETa B
TEMHOTE KOMHATBI, JIUIIIb OYepTaHUe KPOBATH B CAMOM €€ KOHIIE.
TeMm He MeHee, UYTOOBI Ty/Ia MONACTh OHA JIOJKHA ObLTa TIPOJIE3Th
10 TBLJTBHOMY TIOJTy ME3K/1y BCAKHM XJIaMOM.

OpHako He MOJy4MB OTBET JIaXke CITYCTs] HECKOJIBKO CEKYH],
OHA HEJIONro Jymasl yxke XOTesla HayaTh JIe3Th, HO HarHyBILIUCh
TYT K€ yBHJIeJIa MOJTHOCTBIO I'PSA3HBIA CUITY3T, MEJJIEHHO MOJI3Y-
M K CBETY, OTUYEro TYT € I'POMKO BCKPUKHYJIa OT CTpaxa.

— T-tuxo! He kpuun, Kamenus, a To BAPYr nmana ycJIbIIIuUT.
— Awmenus MOIJIa JIMIIb CO CTPaXxOM MPOTroOBOPUTH, 3a0UpasiCh
00OpaTHO U TO U JIEJIO TIOIJIsI/IbIBasi B CTOPOHY JIBEPU, CITCTSI MUT
BHOBb MepeBO/Is B3IV Ha cecTpy. — Kamenus, npuHecu noxa-
JIYMCTa MHE IOKYIIaTh U MOIUTH, a TO I POCTO YMHUPAIO C I'OJIO-



ay...

— Awmenus! Trl okoHUaTespHO comia ¢ yma?! BoiOupaiics u
NOIILIA Ha KyXHIO M BaHHY! — CxBatuB AmesnMio 3a pyky, Ka-
MeJHs TYT jKe Havyajia SpOCTHO BHITACKMBAThH CECTPY HAPYXKY, TO
¥ JIeJI0 prumTast u OyOHsI.

— Tol yto, He monumaenib? Ilana yobeT MeHs 3a TO, UTO f
caenana ¢ AxepoHoMm! Camoe MEHbIIEE OH BBITOHUT MEHS U3 MO-
MecThsi! — JKanoOHo mporrenTaB, AMenvst MOTJIa TOJIbKO BHOBb
TOPBKO 3aIUIaKaTh, OHAKO CJIe3bl Y Hee yiKe He TeKJIH, CJIOBHO BCe
YTO MOIJIH, €€ I71a3a yXke BblIIakanu. — MHe 0cTaeTcsl TOIbKO
NPSATATHCS 371€Ch, YTOOBI THI TPUHOCKIIA MHE €1y Y BOJLY, a AaJTb-
11e... JaJibile... pazoepemcs...

Crpia croBa cBoeit cecTpbl, Kamenust ot ynuBneHus naxe
OTKpbLJIa POT, BElb Ta HeCJIa celuac NMOoJTHeuni B310p. TeM He
MEHee TOJIBKO B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa HaKOHEI] MOH:1a, YTO €€ OTell ¢
CaMoro HayaJa 3HaJ, rjae HaxoauTbest AMenus. C caMoro Havana
OH TOBOPWUJL... K C CAMOT'O Havasa Ta BCe CIIbIIIaa.

— Awmemns, AxepoH xuB! Ilama crac ero, n oH cam ckazan
MHE, YTO Thl Haxoaubcs TyT! — ExBa AMenus ycopliana ciio-
Ba CECTPBI, KaK CJIE3BI TYT ke MOTEKJU U3 ee 1a3. — OH He X0-
TeJI TOBOPUTD, HO £ CIIpalliMBaJla Er0 MHOI'O-MHOTO pa3, U OH BCe-
TAKM PELIWI PACCKa3aTh...



Kamenus nponosmkana TsSkKea0 rOBOPUTh, TO U AEJIO MbITASICh
MPOIJIOTUTD TSIKENbIM KOM, CIABUBIIEN ee ropsao. OHa UCKpeH-
Hee pacKauBaJlach, 3a TO, Kak OTHOCHJIACh K Opaty, ¥ HaJesiach,
YTO U €€ CECTpa TOKE.

— Buaumo... BUAMMO OH XOTeJI... XOTeJI... YTOOBI ThI BBIIILIA
cama...

[Ipomomxkas ciymarb clI0Ba CBOEW CECTpbl, AMenus yxe
BHOBb 3apblla/ia, Kak OT CuUacThsl, YTO ee OpaT KUB, TaK U OT
CTBI/1a, BE/Ib BCE UTO OHA MOIJIa — 3TO MPATATHCS 3[€Ch, CJIOBHO
Tpycuxa.

Haxe Kamenus cHauana rosopusia ObICTPO U TOPOIUTUBO, Mbl-
TasICh YCIIOKOUTb CECTPY, HO C Ka/IbIM MTHOBEHHUEM... C KaKAbIM
CKa3aHHBIM €10 CJIOBOM, €€ A3BIK 3aIlIeTaJICSl BCE CUJIbHEE, TIOKa
OHA M caMa He 3alllakajia, He CIIOCOOHAasl CAEpXKaTh MevalbHbIX
cIIes.



I'nraBa 19. 4 npomaro Te6s. Yactp 2.

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT PhIJaHUN, OOBATHHN M YOCKIEHUH,
Kamenus ¢ Amenueil gepxkach 3a pyKd TUXO BBIIUIM U3 KOMHA-
ThI, HAITPABJISISCh B CTOPOHY KyXHU. VX 171a3a ObUTM KpacHBIMH U
3arUlakaHHbBIMU, HO OTHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM CYACT/IMBbIE, BeJJb UX
Opar KuB, a 3HAYUT BCE €I11e MOKHO ObLIO UCIIPABUTD.

JleMHraH B 3TOT MOMEHT CTOsLI Cpa3y 3a MOBOPOTOM B JPYTOi
CTOpOHE, HeOpeKHO OOJOKOTUBIIKCH Ha cTeHYy. OH ¢ caMoro Ha-
yajia 3HaJl, IJie HaXOAUTbCs AMenus, Bellb CIbIIIal ee TPOMKHUE
PHIIAHU S, OMHAKO HIYETO He TOBOPWUJL, JKeJlasi, YTOObI OHA CMOIJIA
HaeJnHe ¢ cOOOW OMyMAaThCsl, OHSITh CBOM TIOCTYITKHM M UCIIPa-
BUThCA. OH cumTas, 4to 310 OyAeT Kyaa Jy4IIUM HaKa3aHUeM
JUIsl Hee, YeM KPUKHU B JIMIO U norieunHbl. OH HaJesuics, 4To
NOOBIB 3pUTEJIEM... OHA CMOXKET TTOHSTb.

— Bunumo, XOTh 4TO-TO 1 cfiesal He 3psi. — YCMeXHYBIIIHCh,
IleMran Mor JIMIIb TMEeYaabHO MOKayaTh TOJOBOHM, B TO BpeMsl
KaK CTYK OOCOHOXEK O JIEPEBSHHBIN OJT OTAAJISJICS OT HEero Bce
JIaJIbIIIe.

Tem He MeHee OH JIMIIb MTPOAOIKAT MOTYA CTOSATh, 3aHATHIU
CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU MBICIISIMU, B TO BPEMsI KaK €ro YepHbie
BOJIOCHI MATKO KacaJIiCh TUIeY, a HeOOJTbIINE Cefible MPSIN IIe-



KOTaJIn HOC.

— YrT0 e OHO JIeJI0 HAKOHEIl MOXHO BHIUEPKHYTh U3 OCKO-
HEYHO [UTMHHOTO CIIMCKA MOMX 3a00T. — YCMEXHYBIIKCh B OYe-
penHoi pas, JleMuaH yxe Hecrela MmorpaBKI BOJIOCH, COOMpast
UX BCEX BMECTE U MepeBs3bIBasi HUTHIO, CJIEJIOM YKe HarpaBJisi-
sICh OOpaTHO B CBOV KaOWHET.

OnHOKMIA MOJIOZION MYKYMHA CTOSLT Ha OpycTBEpe B HEOOIIb-
II0M KaMeHHOU KpernocTu. JKapKuii JIETHUI BO3AyX 0O0LyBaJl €ero
JIMIIO, TOT/Ia KaK €ro YepHbIe BOJIOCHI, 3aBSI3aHHBIE B JUIMHHbIN
XBOCT, CJIOBHO IUIsICAJIU JUKUH TaHell. Ero cepeie nocnexu Oblm
TIEPETIOTHEHbl PA3IMYHBIMUA OOEBHIMM OTMETHHAMU, CPEU KO-
TOPBIX ObLIa 0COOO JIJIMHHAS, HAHECEHHAas1 OyATO Obl O'POMHBIM
KOTTUCTBIM uynoBuiieM. OTMeTHHA IUIa Yepe3 BeCh JOCMeX U
3aKaHYMBAJIACh IIPAMOM Ha MPABOM IJ1a3y MY KUMHBI, OHAKO TaK
U HE CyMEBIIIasl €r0 OCJICNUTD, MPeXk/ie YeM 00JaaaTellb KOrTH-
CTOU PYKH HE JIMILIUIICA CBOEW MOHCTPYO3HOU T'OJIOBBI.

CoJHIle PUIEKAIO MYKYKHE TOJIOBY, a JIOO ObLT MOKPHIT KC-
MIAPUHOM, OJJHAKO OH OBLT HEMOKOJIeOUM, CIIOBHO CTaTysl OH CTO-
SUT U, Ka3aJIoCh, HE MOprasi CMOTpeJl B IaJIeKyIO /1ajib, 3allOTHEeH-
HYyI0 Oe3rpaHMYHbIM TYMaHOM, Yepe3 KOTOPHIH Jlake sIpKUe JTyJH
COJTHIIA He OBbLTM CIIOCOOHBI TIPOUTH.



— TymaHHbIe ONOCTH. — My:XUMHa TPOAOIIKAT CMOTPETh U
JIMIIb TUXUY IIETIOT BBIPBAJICA U3 €I0 CJIETKA IPUOTKPHITOTO PTa,
Hapy1ias TUIIMHY CBUCTAIIETO BeTpa. — HeHaBuky 310 TpekJis-
TOE MECTO...

MyxurHa Tak Obl U TPOIOKWII Pa3MBIILIATH, MMOKA KTO-
HUOY/Ib JIPYrOil €ro He CMEHWT, OJIHAKO C3adM yXke TOCIIbIIIA-
JIUCh HECTICITHbIC IIark, MPUOJIFMIKAIINE ¢ KaX/IbIM IMPOUJICH-
HBIM MTHOBEeHUEM Bce Onmke K Hemy. OHY Ka3aJIMCh TAKUMU TH-
XHMMHU, CJIOBHO TIOCTYIIh 3aTAUBIIErOCs] YOUMIIBI, OTHAKO B YIIIaX
OJIMHOKO CTOSIIIIEr0 MYKYMHBI UX 001aJaTe/ b He ObLIT COKPBIT.

— Pemmmmn cmenuts MeHst nopanbiie, Kangen? — MyxunHa
CIOKOMHO MPOTrOBOPUJI, JaXK€ HE TOBOPAUYMUBASI TOJIOBBI.

Ero ronoc ObLT JIETKMM, HO YBEPEHHBIM, 3BYYaIllUM Jaxe C
HEOOJBIIIMM BECENIbEeM, CIIOBHO €ro 3a0aBisuli UyXkKue MOTYrd
NpUOIM3UTHCS K HEMY HE3aMETHO.

— Yepr BO3bMU, TBOM CIIyX HE MEPECTAET MEHs MOPAXKATh.
— KanneH, npunsaBmmid 3a6aBHYI0 103y U HECHENTHO MOIKpa-
JBIBABIIMICSA 10 3TOTO MOMEHTA MOT TOJIbKO BCTaTh M C YCMEIII-
KOH, YK€ HE MbITAsICh 3aTAUThCS1, HAITPABUTHCS K yKe HAYaBIIEMY
CMEATHCS MYKUMHE.

[lonoWiasa U CpaBHABIIMCH CO CBOMM JipyroM, KannueH B3mis-



HYJI B IAJIEKUI TyMaH, 4TO CJIOBHO MPAYHbIil CABaHH MOK PbIBAJI
BCE, B ITpeJIeNax MoJjisi 3peHus... BeCb TOpu30HT. Ero kapue rnasa,
JI0 9TOTO YJIBIOAIOIIHUECS TYT ke MOMPAYHETN OT OTKPBIBIIETOCS
€My BHJa, B TO BPEM: KaK COJIHLIE, ITPUIIEKAIOLLEE €T JILICYIO I'0-
JIOBY, HE JJaBaJIO MTOKOS.

— HenaBuky 310 Tpekisitoe Mecto... — CMOTps Ha ropu-
30HT KasiieH He 3ayMbIBasiCh TYT e CIUTIOHYJI TTOJ] HOTH, TOT/1a
KaK ero cjioBa ObLJIM HAIOJTHEHBI JIMIIb HEMPUS3HBI0. — A THI,
Mapkyc?

— He noBepwuiiib, HO MpeXk/e YeM Thbl MOAOIIES 51 CKa3aJl Te
XKe camble clioBa. — MapKyc MOT TOJIBKO YCMEXHYThCSI Hajl Ta-
KUM COBIIQJICHUEM, XOTsI, YUUTBIBAsA 3TO MECTO, OTBETOM B JIO-
60M cirydae ObUIO OBl UTO-TO MOXOXKeEe.

TyMaHHbBIE MOJIOCTH. .. IOUCTUHE THOT0E MecTO. beckoHeUHbI
MIPOCTOP 3€MeJIb, UTO HAIMOJHEH OJHMM JIMIIb TYMAHOM, TaKXke
OECKOHEYHO CTEKAlIIUM B OE3[JOHHBIC JBIPbI, YTO CJIOBHO OT-
KPBITBIE PaHbl TIEPENOIHSUIM 3TH 3emid. Kazanoch Ovbl, 3/1€Ch MO-
KeT ObITH OJHO JIUIIIH HEYIOOCTBO, 32 UCKJIIOUEHUEM TBape, po-
SIIUXCS] B 3TOM TyMaHe, CJIOBHO B CBOeW OOWTENH, U TO U JIEJNIO
BBITIONI3AI0IIME HAPYXKY. Be3/10HHbIe IBIPHI, B KOTOPBIX, Ka3aJI0Ch
HET JHa, HACTOJIbKO TEMHbI, UTO JIUIIL CBET BesmKon marepu u
Spuaiimero Ceeta criocodeH NOTSHYTHCA 10 UX MPAYHBIX TITy-
OWH.



— Hao6opor, Bepro. Eciu kto-HUuOYb 1 Korma-HuOyIb cKa-
KET MHE, YTO €My HPaBUThCS HAIII 10T, TO 51 IPUBE/LY €ro Mpory-
JIATBCA B 3TOM OXJIAXKJA0LEeM TyMaHe. He 3Hato moHpaBUTLCA 1
€My IpOryjka, HO KOMY-TO OHa TOYHO MOHPABUTCA. — YCMeX-
HyBIIUCh, KangeH Becesno MaxHysl pyKOU Ha aJieKUi TOPU30HT,
TIOCJIe Yero TYT K€ CKPUBWII JIMIIO, TIOMBITABIIMCH U300pPa3UTh
CTpAIIHOTO 3BEpsl.

VYcnpimas cioBa gpyra v BUASA €ro AeUcTBus, Mapkyc He Mor
He pacxoxorarbcs. YyBCTBO I0MOpa TeX, KTO OXPaHsJI TYMAHHBIE
HOJIOCTH, OBUIO SIBHO Ha COBCEM JIPYTOM YpPOBHE.

— Taxk 4uro ciyumnocs, Kannen? — Ilepecras cmesATscs u ie-
peBe/is B3IVIAA Ha CBOETo Jipyra, Mapkyc He MOT' HU CIIPOCHUTb.

OH B *ku3HU OBl HE TIOBEPUJI, UTO €T0 JIBICHIN JIPYT PEInI Mo-
IPEThCSI C HAUM Ha COJIHIIE TIO CBOEH BOJIE, U SIBHO OBbLT ITPaB Ha
10T cueT. He nmponuio u mura, kak KanneH Hu4ero He roBops
yKe JOCTaJl N3-3a Ma3yXu CJIErKa MoMsITOe MUCbMO, CJIEIOM JIUIIIb
nepenasasi ero Mapkycy. [TedaTs Ha mucbMe OblTa N3BECTHA KaX-
JOMY M3 T€X, KTO OXPaHSET TYMaHHbIE MOJIOCTU B 3TOM KPEMno-
CTH, Bellb 3TO ObLJIa TieyaTh OapoHa AjeTesl.

— ITucemo ot otna... — Tuxo npomentas, Mapkyc Hemensist
B3$1J1 IMCbMO M BCKPBIB €r0 TYT K€ MPUHSLICS YUTATh.



Tem He MeHee ero [0 ITOrO YJBIOAINIUECS JUIO HAYAJIO0
MpayHeTh C KaKAON CEKYH/ION U C KaXIbIM TPOYUTAHHBIM CJIO-
BOM, TOIJla KaKk K KOHILy OT Becejbs B €ro rja3zax He OCTaJloch
U clena.

— Yepr... HOBOCTH AOJI)KHO OBITh JJEPHMOBBIE JIPYT MON. —
Kangen crnerka ycmexsyscsi, otHako Mapkyc He oOupencst u He
0OpaTHJT Ha STOTO HUKAKOTO BHUMAHUS, JIUIIb KMUBAs U MOATBEP-
JKJlask TEM CaMbIM CJIOBa pyra.

Morio nokasartbes, uto Kanjen uzneBaercs, ogHako Mapkyc
3HAJI, YTO B CJIyUyae Yero TOT BCEr/ia MPOTSHET PyKY MOMOIIIHU, Kak
€My, TaK 1 €ro OTILy. ITO KacajaoCh, HABEPHOE, KAkKA0I0 YeI0Be-
Ka, HaXO[SIIErocsl B 3TOM KPENOCTH.

— IIpobnembr ¢ myagmum OpatoM. Kaxkercsi, OH MPOKJIAT,
TIOSTOMY OTEIl PEIIHJI OTBE3TH €ro B IIEPKOBb, KOTOPAsi HAXOIUT-
cs1 B Urpuge. — Mapkyc MpayHO MPOLEIUT CKBO3b 3yObl, TYT
K€ CMUHas TMCbMO M pacTHpasi ero JATHBIMU IepYaTKaMy MOYTH
YTO B TIbLIb.

— Jlemuas... B iepkoBb? — HeBepue, ka3anoch, 3Bydaso B
rosioce Kasigena, Torga Kak OH caM JIMIIb ITPOAOJIKUI TOBOPUTB,
HO yke 0e3 ycMemKku. — Yept Bo3bMU. .. BUJVIMO JIEJIO U BIIPSIMb
CEPbE3HOE.



3aKOHYMB TOBOPUTH, Kasi/ieH He MOr He HAXMYPHUThCsI, TOra
Kak MapKyc Mor JIuIIb B OYepeHOU pa3 Tskeslo KUBHYTh. Ecin
€ro oTell, KOTOPbIi Ha IyX He IEPEHOCUT LIEPKOBb, PEIInI 0Opa-
TUTb K HEH 32 MOMOIIIBIO, TO IPOKJISTUE SIBHO HE KAKasi-TO IIyTKa
WU MYCTSIK, HA KOTOPBII MOXKHO 3aKPBITh IJ1a3a.

B stor MOMeHT AMenust u Kamenust THXO TpoOpaiuch Ha KyX-
HIO, HA KOTOPOX MHOECTBO CJIYT TO U A€JI0 CYeTIMBO TOTOBUIIN
e/y. YBUJIEB JIBYX JIEBYIIIEK, OHU HE MOJIAJIU BULLY, JIMIIb IJIaBHAS
KyXapKa, *KEHIIMHA CPEJHUX JIET HETOPOIUIMBO HAlpaBWJIACh K
HUM, B TO BpeMsl KaK JIpyrue JMillb UHOT/IA MOIJIS/IbIBAJIU, CTa-
pasich He TIPUBJIEKATh K ce0e BHUMAHUS IBYX JIE/IH.

JIurio JIuel, T1aBHOM KyXapKy HUYETo He BhIpaXxasio, Kak u ee
JeWCTBYSI, OTHAKO T0JI0Ba Oy piiuiia OT TSKeJIOHM MO3TOBOM aKTHB-
HocTH. Pazymeercs, Bce Clyri B IOMECTbE, B TOM YHC/IE U OHA
ye MPO3HAIM, KTO UMEHHO CTOJIKHYJT MJIQJIIIIEr0 ChiHA OapoHa,
a TocJjie Yero rje-To 3ampsitajics. Bce 3To BpeMs OHM Bce MOT-
JIV JIMIIIb HEMPEPHIBHO 0OCACHIBATH TY TEMY, MTOKA PSIOM KpoMme
HUX HUKOI'O HE OBLJIO.

— Munenu, Bbl roiogHbl? Eciau aa, TO s y’Ke MOry HaKpbITh
JUIsl Bac ctol B roctuHol. — IlokyioHuBIIMCh, Jluga Tyt ke
YIBIOHYJIACh, COOJTIOMAsI P STOM Bce (POPMAaTbHOCTH.



Jena 6apoHa 1 ero aeTell He Kacajuch CIyr HApsMyIo, Mo-
9TOMY OHa TMPOJIOKajla BEeCTH cedsl Takke, Kak U Bcerga. Ko-
HEYHO, €CJTU TOJIbKO He OyIeT CKa3aHO 0OpaTHOE JIMYHO OApOHOM
WA OapOHECCOM.

— He HyxHO, pocTo Aail HaMm MOJHOCH C €01 U HalMWTKa-
MU. MBIl camu MOMAEM MOeUM B IpyroM Mecte. — AMmenus He
MeJIJINIa ¢ OTBETOM, TOI/Ia KakK €€ TOH cerdvac Tak U BOBCE ObLI
6oree YeM TOPOILIHB.

Ona 10 cux nop 60s71ack, YTO B JIIOOOH MOMEHT MOXET BCTpe-
TUTh OTLIA WM MaTh, WM 4YTO elle Xyke — MIIJIIero opara.
OHa He MoOIIa Jaxe MPeACTaBUThb, Kak OyIeT CMOTpeTb eMy B
IJ1a3a ¥ YTO TOBOPUTb.

Veapmas cioBa 10HOM Jieau, JIuma, MOKJIOHMBINKMCH MOIIIA
BBITIOJIHSAITh TO, YTO €M CKAa3aJId U yXKe CITyCTsI Mapy MUHYT, KOTO-
pble Uisl AMeNIMY Ka3aJIiCh LIEIbIM YacoM, Mapy MOJHOCOB, Ha-
OUTHIE €101 OBUIA TOTOBBI.

— Munenu, s nonpoty Puany oMo4db BaM JOHECTU OJHO-
cbl... — [IporoBopus, Jlnga TyT ke oOepHyIach, OTHAKO Jake
IIpEkJe, YEM OHA YyCIIesla JIOTOBOPUTH U MO3BATh OAHY U3 CIIy-
’KaHOK, YTOOBI OHA MOMOIJIa IBYM Jieau, Amenus u Kamenus B
CBOIO OYepe/ib yKE MOAXBATUIIN ITIOAHOCH U YHECIIUCh U3 KYXHU,



CJIOBHO 3a HUMHM I'HAJIaCh CTas BOJIKOB.

Jlupa v ocranbHble CIIyTH B STOT MOMEHT MOIJIH JIMIIh HeJO-
YMEHHO CMOTPETh MIM BCJIe]] IO TeX IMOp, MOKa TOMOT OOCOHOKEK
He rcye3 Baasieke. JIMIib 1ocse 3Toro OHu Takke, Kak U paHbIIe
TIPOIOJIKIIIH TIETNTAThCS, OHAKO YKe C ellle OOJbIIUM UHTepe-
COM YeM paHee.

Kamenus u Amenusi cHauasaa HECJIUCh MO KOPUJOPY, OHAKO
CITyCTSI MUHYTY BBIJIOXHYBIIIUCH TYT K€ 3aMeJTUIUCD, TTIOCTIe Ye-
r0 aKKypaTHO TOIILUTH B CBOIO OOIIYI0 KOMHATY, TO U JIEJIO TIPU-
CIyImuBasich K 3ByKaM. OJJHaKO 3aBEpHYB 3a IMOBOPOT, AMeHs
BAPYT HEOXKUJAHHO CTOJKHYJIACh C TeM, KOro O0Jibilie Bcero 0o-
SUIaCh YBUJIETb.

— A-axepoH... — YBujieB Mjiajiiiero oOpata AMesus CIIOBHO
BIAJIa B CTYIIOP, TOTJA KaK €€ SA3bIK 3aIUIeTalICsl HACTOMBKO, UTO
JIaKe ero UMsl OHa e/IBa JIM CMOIJIA TPOU3HECTH.

— Awmenus... — HenoBko npousHecs: UMs cecTpbl, AXepoH
MOT TOJILKO TIOCMOTPETD MPSIMO B €€ ellle KPacHbIe OT MPOIUTHIX
CJIe3 I71a3a, YyBCTBYS HEJIOBKOCTb.

Ceiiuac oHa BBITJIsIIENA BCSI TPSI3HOM M UCTIAYKaHHOM, CJIOBHO
TOJIBKO UTO cOexaia U3 MbUIbHOM KJIAJOBKH, TOr/Ia KaK €€ HEKO-
I/1a KPacHBbIC U yXOKEHHbBIE BOJIOCH HBIHE OBUTN BCE 3aITy TABIIIH-



MHCA U B3JIOXMAYCHHBIMU.

— A...9M... K-KaK ThL... ce0sl... KaK Thl C-ceOsl UyBCTBYeIb? —
Awmenusi eBa Jiu BbITOBapUBaja CJIOBA, OMHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM
OITyCKasl IJ1a3a B MMOJI, He OCMEJIMBASICh BCTPEUYAThCS B3IJISIOM CO
CBOMM OpartoMm.

Ho kak Obl TaM HM ObLIO, AXEpOH ceiiuac HUYero He cKa-
3aJ1, IPOCTO MPOOJIKAsk CMOTPETh HA AMEJHIO, YTO OT MOJTJa-
HIs Opara erne cuiibHee yiuia B ce0s. OT BOCOMHUHAHUI ee TIo-
CTYIIKa COXaJICHHs 3aTalUTMBAJIN CepALe.

OHa xoTea NOMpOCUTh MPOIIEHHS, XOTella YIacTh Ha KoJe-
HY ¥ M3BUHSITHCS. .. IPaB/ia XOTela, HO BCe, YTO OHA MPOAOIIKaIa
JeNiaTh 3TO MPOCTO CTOATh, IVISIIETh B MOJ U MepeOrpaTh Malib-
1Bl Ha pyKax. [jis Hee, CJIOBHO MpOIILIA 1iesiasi BEeYHOCTh B TO-
MHTEJILHOM OXUIAHWUH, TIPEXK/IE YeM OHA HAKOHEIl CMOIJIA B3SITh
ce0s1 B pyKH.

— A-axepoH... IPOCTH MEHH...

Awmenust IOMHSTa B3I/ HA MII/IIIEro Oparta, perasi U3BH-
HUTBCS TIepe/i HAM, CMOTpsI eMy npsiMo B mia3za. OjHako, Ja-
e Tpexe, YeM OHa YCIiesla 3aKOHYMTh NpPEeJIOKEHHE ee Iia-
3a BCTPETWIUCh C ImMazamMu AxepoHa. OHa oxujgana yBUJIETb
TaM Bce: 37100y, HEHAaBUCTb, OO0JIb, THEB, KeJIaHUE MECTH, OTHAKO



CMOTPSI B €0 IJ1a3a OHA HE MOIJIa TOBEPHTh, BEIb €I0 JIUIIO 03a-
psiia JIMIIb CYACTIINBASL... ¥ TaKas JoOpast yJIblOKa.

— He nepexuBaii, AMenusi, Befib 51 yke JaBHO TeOsi TPOCTHUIL.

Yenpimas ciioBa Opata, YBUIEB €r0 SIPKYIO U JI00PYIO YJIbIO-
Ky AMeJust JIMIIb XJIONAaJa [71a3aMH, CJIOBHO HE MOIJIa OCO3HATb.
Kak... kak oH cMor npoctuTth ee...? Heyxenu... Tak nmpocto?

— I1-nouemy? — TsxKenbId KOM CAABWII TOpJIO0 AMEUH, TO-
rJja Kak OHa MOIJIa BBITOBOPUTD JIUIIb OJJHO €IMHCTBEHHOE CJIO-
BO, CJIOBHO Ha OoJIbIliee Y Hee He ObLIO CHIL

— [louemy...? D10 ke ¥ Tak O4EBUAHO... — CIIOBHO yCIIbIIIaB
KaKylo-TO IIyTKY AXEpOH Cllerka paccMesiyics, Torja Kak emy ca-
MoMy OBUIO /1a)k€ HEMHOT'O HEJIOBKO T'OBOPUTBb CBOM CJIEYIOILUE
cnoBa. — Hy 1bI Besib... M0g cecrpa.

JloroBopuB, AXepOH MOT TOJILKO HEJIOBKO [0YecaTh CBO HOC,
TOrja Kak AMenusi He MoIJa MoBepuTh cBouM yiaMm. Eil kaza-
JIOCh, UTO MJIQAIIMKN OpaT ee pasbirpbiBaeT. Kazamock, ceiiyac
MacKa ChajieT ¢ ero JMIla, a BOJIHA HEHABUCTHU U 37I00bI CMETET
ee, OJHAKO CMOTPsI B €r0 IJ1a3a, B €ro HeJIOBKYIO YJIBIOKY OHa He
BUJIeNa HUA Karliu (pasiblli, JIMITh UCKPEHHOCTb U YUCTOTY...

— Kak... kak...?



Awmenusi cTosiIa, TaK U He CIIOCOOHAsI POM3HECTH XOTh CJIOBO,
OJIHAKO CJIe3bl YK€ CTeKaJIH TI0 ee JIMILY, TO U JIeJI0 Karasi Ha Mo
u Jenas ee 00Uk eire Oonee 6e3006pa3HeiM. OHa X0oTesa pa3Bep-
HYTbCS U yOEKaTh, OJJHAKO TEILJIbIC U TAKHE MITKUE OOBATHS TYT
e OKPYKHWIIH ee, TAK U He TIO3BOJISISI €€ MBICIISIM TIEPEUTH K JIeH-
CTBUSIM.

— He nnau, Amenus... s mpaBaa rpoctui 1eds... — OOHsIB
cecTpy, AXepoH cervac JMIlb UCKPEHHEe MPOUIENTall, OTYEro
CIyCTs1 MUT AMeJTvsi MOTJIa JIUIIIb TPOMKO 3apbliaTh U yIacTh Ha
KOJICHHU.

Ee pyku TyT ke Kpenko oOHsm OpaTa B OTBET, a TOJIoBa yIep-
JIach B €ro Ka3aJoch Cevac Takyio NIMPOKYIO Tpyab. VI3BuHeHus
HOTEKJIM U3 ee yCT OECKOHEYHBIM MOTOKOM, a OHA cama MOrJa
JIAIIIG TTPOAOJIKATh IIPOCUTD TPOIIEHU S, CTOSI Ha KOJIHSIX TIepest
MUTA/IIIAM OpaToM, Be/Ib JIUIIh TAKOW IOCTYIOK JOCTOMH €ro, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, OECKOHEYHOTO MIJIOCEPANS 1 JTOOBH.



I'nmaBa 20. CBATOCTE.

MHOXECTBO SIPKHX CBEUYCH, BBICTABJICHHBIX B XaOTHUYECKOM
HOpsAJIKE, Cevac TYCKJIO OCBELIaIM HeOOJIbIITYI0 KOMHATY, MPO-
Oupasich Jake B ee camble 3aTaEHHBIE YTOMKH. VX TeTIbli U TyCK-
JIBIF CBET JOCTaBaJjl CJIOBHO JI0 Ka)KJOr0 TEMHOIO MECTA, BHIKHU-
rass B HEeM BeChb COKPBHITBI MpakK. CBATOCTBIO CJIOBHO IEPEroJ-
HEHO OBLIO 9TO MECTO, Ha3BaHHOE — OOUTEND CBATBIX.

— He y0otoch £ 371a... He yCcTpallyCh HEBEPHBIX...

3BYKH yAapoB IJIETH O TUIOTh, TO U JEJI0 3BY4aIl MEKY CJIO-
BaMH, YTO C HEObIBAJIBIM OCTEPBEHEHHEM CJIETalu ILIEeTOTOM C
ry0 HeBEpOSITHO KPacHUBOU NEBYILIKM, CTOSIILIEN ceiiuac Ha KoJjie-
HsX. C Kak/IpIM yJapOM ee JIMIIO HAalOJIHSJI0Ch HEBEPOSATHOM 00-
JIBIO... HO OHA JIMIIb IPO0JIKAJIA HECTH CBOM HEYCTaHHbIM KPECT.

— He APOTrHET BOJIA MOA... HO IPOrHET 3J10 JIIOICKOC...

VYnape! et pasnaBaiuck Bee ObicTpee... Bce rpomye. Ciibl-
IIAJIOCh JaXe JIeTKoe XJIoNaHbe, pa3daBiiseMoe 3BYYalllUMU
OpbI3raMu KpoBH, YTO CJIOBHO KpacKa CJIeTald ¢ KUCTU HeObIBa-
JIOTO XY[I0’KHUKA, BBIPMCOBBIBAasI MpauHYIO KAPTUHY Ha OKPOBaB-
JIEHHOM TIOJTy.



— W BcTaHy 51 psAaoM ¢ TOOOM... M TBOEH JJIAHBIO MOTYYEN. .

XpHIIbl ¥ CTOHBI TO U JIEJIO HAYaJIu 3ByYarh M0 BCEil KOMHATe,
CJIOBHO OMpauasi ee, Torja Kak Jiaxe OHU BCKOpe MPeBPaTUIMCh
B OellleHoe phlYaHue 3arHAHHOTO B yroi 3Beps. [laxe rae-To Baa-
JIEKE, Ka3aJ10Ch, 3By4aJT JAIEKUI U WILTIO30PHBIN XOP TOJIOC. .. KaK
Y 3BYKHM U3BUBAIOIIUXCSA C KaXKJOW U HEHABUCTHIO HACEKOMBIX.

— HeuecTtuBies s nmokaparo... 1 BO3HECYCb ...

['ma3a AeBYNIKM NOIHSINCh, B3UPasi Ha MPEKPACHYIO CTaTYIo,
B TO BpeMsl KaK U3 ee IJ1a3 yKe TeKJIM KpoBaBble ciie3bl. besymue
MCKaKaJIo ee JIMIIO, OJJHAKO, JIUIIb MTPABEAHOCTHIO U BEININEM

MIPENCIOTHEHO OHO OBLIO!

— W torna cama... Benukoit martepblo s craHy!

B 310T MOMeHT MupeiiH 1 Busibresibsm TOpOIIMBO 3aIpsAraiu
JBYX JIOIIa/Ied, B TO BpeMsl Kak JlemMuaH Juiiib CTOsUT HEAAIeKo
OT HHX, HAOMIOAs 32 CBOUMHU CTAPBIMH JPY3bsIMU C HEOOJBIIION
HEJIOBKOCTHIO BO B3IJISIIC.

Ceiiyac MoJHbIe JIATHBIE JOCTIEXH YKe TUIOTHO TOKPhIBAJIU Te-
Jla 000MX phIlIapel, TOrIa Kak JIMIIh ToJIoBa Obllla CBOOOHA OT



IIJTEMa, aKKYPATHO JIEKAIIEro B CeJIE U JOKUIAIOIIEroCs, KOraa
OH HaKOHEI| CMOXET COCITYXUTh BEPHYIO CITy)kOy cBoeMy 00Ja-
AaTeio.

— MHe HeJIOBKO, UTO 5 YCJIOXKHHJI BaM JKH3Hb MTOJOOHOM pa-
60Toi, 1py3bsi. — Clierka CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, JleMraH MOT TOJIBKO
HErofIyIoIIe MOKa4aTh FOJIOBOM.

OH JelCTBUTENHHO HE XOTeN MOChUIaTh UX pelath ero coo-
CTBEHHBIE IIPOOJIEMBI, OTHAKO CPEAN TEX, KOMY OH JIOBEPSLIT M KTO
MOT' CIIPaBUTbCS C STUM JIydllle BCEro, ObUTM JIMIIb OHU JBOE.
Crapble Jpy3bs... CTapble TOBAPUIIIHU... OpaThs MO OPYKHUIO.

— MHi Besib yke 00CYk/IaIH 3TO KOTJa Thl TOJBKO TpUeXxal
u3 Urpuna, lemuan. Mbl camu BBI3BIMCH MOeXaTh. [la M Kak Mbl
MOKEM MOPYUYUTh ITO AEJI0 KOMY-TO IPYromMy? DTO ke KacaeTcst
HE KOro-To TaM, a AxepoHa. — MupeiH Beceo paccMmesuics,
TOrna Kak Buibresasm TOJMBKO KMBHYJ, MOJHOCTBIO COIIAIIASACh
CO CBOMM TOBAPHUILIEM.

— Xa....— YnpiOHyBIIMCh, [leMuan Mor TOJIBKO OKayaTh ro-
JIOBOM, B3Upasi Ha YJIBIOKM Jpy3€ei U BHIOPACHIBAsl M3 TOJIOBBI BCIO
OCTaBLIYIOCA B HEM HEJIOBKOCTb. Bce ke 3T0 JeUCTBUTEIIBHO TO,
YTO HYXKHO C/IENATh...

Kak Tonbko [lemuan BepHyJics ¢ cemben u3 Urpuaga oH cpasy



CKa3aJ IByM CTapbiM JIpy3bsIM MPUITU K HEMY B KaOWHET, Be/Ib
Jena He Tepriesid omiararensers. CHavyaa OH XOTesl OTIPaBUTh
nucbMo Jlaype, OqHaKo, 3Ta MbIC/Ib MCUYE3J1a U3 €0 FOJIOBbI TAKKE
OBICTPO, Kak ¥ NosiBUIach. Eciu envckon OyaeT HacTpoeHa Moii-
T ITPOTUB HETO, TUCbMO C €r0 MEeYaThl0, ONKCHIBAIOIIEE MPOKJISI-
The OyJIeT JIydIlIuM JIOKA3aTeIbCTBOM U MPUYUHON IS TIEPKBU
3abparh AxepoHa. He roBopst yxe o mucbme Omnapa, rae ObUio
HE MaJi0 HAMEKOB Ha TO, YTO BUKOHT YaCTUYHO 3HAET O MPOMC-
XO[ISILEM.

— BbI 1IpaBbL... B 3TOM JieJie s He MOT'Y MOJTHOCTBIO JIOBEPUTh-
Csl HHIKOMY, KpoMe Bac. — JleMuaH MOT TOJIBKO B OUepe/IHOH pa3
KMBHYTb Ha CJIOBA Jpyra, MPOAOJKasi TOBOPUTh. — OJIHAKO BB
ONPeeIIMIIUCh, KTO OTIIPABUTHCS B IIEPKOBb, a KTO MOEJIET K CTa-
puky Bapoy?

— BuubresieM uyp Thl IOEJEIIb K CTAPUKY. S CIMIIKOM JaB-
HO HE UCNOBeOBAICA. — MUpEnH paccMmesiyics, TPUIyMbIBas
MIEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS EMY Ha SI3bIK IPUUMHY, Ha 4TO Busbresibm
MOT TOJIbKO 3aKaTUTh IJIa3a.

Crapuk Bap0 ObLT 3HATOKOM MPOKJIATHH, KOTOpoMy [lemuan
JTABHO TIOMOT, OJTHAKO €r0 TOYHOE MECTOIOJIOKEeHNEe ObLIO HEen3-
BECTHO Y OYEBHUJIHO C 3TUM JIeJIOM MPUIETCS pa3OMpaThesl 10Jb-
111e, HeXKeJIM C MOJIyHOUHOU Moe3/1Kou rajionom ao WUrpuna.



— Mupeiin. — Kora BiOop ObL1 crienaH, [leMuaH TyT ke ce-
PbE3HO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOEro Jipyra. — HensBecTHO Kak oTpe-
arupyet Jlaypa, 1 Kak yxke BO3MOXHO OTpearupoBajia IepKOBb,
103TOMY Oy/ib KpaiiHe OCTOPOKEH, KaK B IEUCTBUSX, TaK U B CJIO-
Bax.

JleMraH HEMHOTO IepexuBall 0 Jlaype, Tak Kak B IIUCbME BU-
KOHTa, KOTOPOE OH MPOoYesI MHOKECTBO pa3, ObUIN HAMEKH O TOM,
YTO O MPOU3OILEIIINX COOBITUSX TOT YK€ OCBEJOMJIEH, & 3HAUUT
COOBITHSI BOBMOKHO CTaJT U3BECTHBI HE TOJIBKO JBOPSIHCTBY, HO
¥ BBICILIEMY TyXOBEHCTBY, HO BCE € 3TO OBLJIO 1O/ OOJIBIINM BO-
npocoM. Ceifuac Hy’KHO ObLIO J€HCTBOBAaTh OBICTPO, YTOOBI 3a-
MECTH CJI€bl U OTBA/IUTh UYKUE B30PbI OT AXEpOHa.

— He nepexuBai, [lemMuaH. — MupeiH MOT TOJIBKO CEPbE3HO
KUBHYTb, BE[Jb OH M CaM [IOHUMaJI BCIO CEPbE3HOCTb CUTYaLIMU.

Morio moKa3aThCsi, YTO OH BHIOPAJT IMOE3/IKY B IIEPKOBb, TTOTO-
MY YTO HE XOTeJI TPaTUTh BPeMsl Ha TIOUCKH OPOJTYEro HE TOM-
MU [Ji€ CTapyKa, OIHAKO Ha Jiesie ¢ Jlaypoil OH MOTr HaillTU S3bIK
ropasgo Jjyuiie Buiiereiasma, mosroMy TOT M HE BO3paxkail. 3a
MAaCKOM JIETKOTO BeceJbsi 00a phIIIapsi Ha Aeje TOTOBBI ObUIN MTPH-
JIOKUTb BCE CBOU CUJIbI 1 BO3MOKHOCTH.

— Torpa ynauu Bam, 1py3bs.



He roBopst Oosnbliie HU ciioBa, 00a peIlapst CIIEAOM TYT Ke
BCKOYMJIM Ha CBOMX JIOIIAJIeW 1 YCKaKaJIM IO TPAKTY, Pa3/IeisisiCh
CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 110 pa3HbiM joporam. OJIuH HaripaBuII-
cs1 B Urpup, Toraa kak Apyroi Ha ceBep, riie MpearnoioKUTEIbHO
paHbIIIe KU cTapuk Bapo.

JleMuaH JUIIb CMOTPES BCJIE/l CBOMM JPY3bsiM, HE MOJISICh, HO
HaJiesiCh Ha MX CKOpOe U TpuyMasbHOE BO3BpallieHue. XOTs OH
He 0co00 CUJIbHO TiepekuBasl 3a BuibresibMa, Kak U 3a MOUCKH
crapuka. [Ipobiema 1iepkBu OblIa HAMHOTO CEpPbE3HEee Yero-Jiv-
00.

Amennsi 1 AXepoH OOHMMAIMCh eIle Ha NPOTSHKEHUU
HECKOJIbKMX MUHYT, IoKa Kamenuis, cTost B CTOpOHE SIpKO YITbioa-
JIach, TO M JIEJI0 BBITUPAs CIIE3bl PYKABOM CBOETO IUIaThs. TeM He
MeHee CIyCTs ellle MUHYTY 00a TTOYyBCTBOBAJIU JIETKYIO HEJIOB-
KOCTb, IO3TOMY AMeJs BBITEPEB CJIE3bl U MOAHABIINCH TYT Ke
OTCTpPaHMJIACh OT MJIaALIero opara.

— Cnacn60, uTto mpocTii MeHsl. S 6osbilie HUKOraa He Oymy
HaJl TOOOM M3eBaThcs... Kamenus, KOHEYHO ke Toxe. — AMe-
JIVisl HEJIOBKO TTOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY CECTPBI, a Ta B CBOIO
ouepe/ib IPOCTHO 3aKMBaJIa, YBUICB OOpaIlleHHbIN Ha Hee B3IJISIT
MJIairero opara.



— DM... cmacu6o HaBepHO. Hy... BbI TOJKHO OBITH CIIETIIUIN
MOECTh, TIOTOMY s He Oyny OTBIIeKaTh Bac. Jla u Tebe Ha/o Obl
NpUBeCTU ceOs B MOPSIOK, AMeIusl.

AXepoH, cierka ynpioasch mpoOesxascs riiazamu o AMenuu,
OTYEro Ta TYT ke TMOKpPAcHeNa, OCO3HABAsl, YTO OHA Celvac BbI-
DJISIAT J1aJIeKO He Kak foHas jieau. Bce ke el AefCTBUTETBHO
HY’)KHO MPHUHATH BAaHHY KaK MOXHO CKOpee.

— Ha... ol npas. Eme yBugumca. — beicTpo nporaparo-
puB, AMeNUS CIIEIOM YKE€ CXBaTWJIA TIOJHOC C €/10M U yM4asach
BJaIb, TOrna Kak Kamenusa B cBOI0O oyepenpb yxke MOCHEIInIa
BCJIE]T 32 CeCTPOM.

AXepoH cefiuac Mor JIMIIIb CMOTPETh UM BCJIE]T, OHAKO Ha Ty-
11Ie Y Hero ObUIO Kak HUKorAa xopoino. HakoHert, crycTst HeJ1o1-
'Y€ TO/Ibl CBOEH JKU3HU OH CMOT IIPUMMPHUTHCSI CO CBOUMHU CECT-
pamu, XOTb 1 Joporoi rieHoi. Ho kak Obl TamM HU OBLIO, OHU BCe
PaBHO OCTaBAJIMCh €ro OJIM3KUMM, U Bceraa umu oyayT. OH Bce-
rj1a OyzieT 3a00TUTHCS O HUX... YCTh JJaKe eMY OCTaBajoCh U He
JIOJITO.

— Yepe3s HECKOJIBKO JIET sl BCE PABHO YMPY, TaK KAaKOW CMBICIT
JepKaTh OOMTY U 3JI0CTh. — AXEPOH CJIerka oMpavHesT OT MbIC-
JIeld, YTO €My OCTaJIOCh )KUTh COBCEM MaJlo, OJHAKO PaJoCTh OT
NepeMUpHs C CECTpPaMH BCe PaBHO TepeKpbiBasia 3T0. — Most



JKU3Hb BCC paBHO JAK€ MCHLIIC, YEM MMUT'...

EnBa nocnennee cioBo crereno ¢ ry0 AxepoHa, Kak OH TYT
)K€ CXBATWJICS 3a TOJIOBY M YNl HA KOJIEHU. XOJOIHbIN MOT Ha-
JaJ1 CTeKarh 1o ero JIOy U CIIMHE, HO 00U He ObLIO... Ka3aJIoCh...
ceryac OH BOT-BOT YTO-TO BCIIOMHMUT... YTO-TO KPAWHE BaXXHOE.

— AXEpOoH BOT Tl Ijie... Benmkas mMath, 4To CIyuymnoch? —
OretoMJIeHHO TIPOK pUYaB, 3amnbixapiascs Jluca Tyt xe monoe-
Kajla K AXepOoHY, BHUMATEJIbHO OCMaTpHUBasi BCE JIM C HUM B IO-
pAaKe.

['onoc, HaroTHEHHBIN TIEPeKUBAHUSIMHU, TYT K€ OTBJIEK AXe-
pOHa OT erie OOJBIIEro MOrPyKEeHMs, a CaM OH TIOTHSUICS, TaXKe
HE COBCEM INOHMMasi, YTO UMEHHO MPOMU30IILIO TOJIBKO 4TO. OH
CJIOBHO Ha MIHOBEHME BbIIIAJl U3 PEAJIbHOCTH, J1ake He ITIOMHS, O
YeM UMEHHO JyMaJl.

— Bce xopomio, mpocro... 1a He BaxHO. — MaxHyB py-
KOi1, AXepOH He CcTaJl yMaTh 00 9TOM, CIIUChIBAsI HA OYepPeTHYIO
CTPaHHOCTH CBOETO ¢1aboro 1 HemoIHoro Tena. — [Ipoctu, JIu-
ca s IMMPOCTO XOTEJ HEMHOIO MPOUTUCH OIMH, HE yMaJl, YTO Thl
Oyzelb Tak MepeKUBaTh.

HenoymenHno cmotpst Ha AxepoHa, Jluca xorena BHOBb NOA-
HATH TEMY TOTO, YTO OH OYKBaJILHO HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH Ha3a/]l



CTOSLJI Ha KOJIEHSIX, OOJIMBASCH IIOTOM, OJHAKO BHJIS €70 XOPOIIIEE
HACTPOEHME PellInia 3aKPhITh ITOT BOIpoc. Bee ke eciu oH He
XOUET TOBOPHUTH 0O 3TOM, TO OHA OeCCHIbHA.

— AxepoH He yxoau 6ombliie 6e3 MeHs1, a To Musiequ CuibBa
U MuJIopa Jlemuian TOYHO MeHsI YOBIOT... — Tuxo mpoOopMoTaB,
Jlvica MorJIa TOJIBKO JKaJIOOHO MIOCMOTPETh Ha AXEpOHa.

Bce e oHa JIeiicTBUTENILHO OYeHb MepeskuBaia 00 3toM. OHa
BUJIe/Ia B KAKOM TTO/IBEIIICHHOM COCTOSTHUM HAXOTUTHCS BCSI Ce-
Mbs1, IOTOMY He MOIJIa He MepeXruBaTh O TOM, YTO TMOMAAETCs
TI0J1 YbI0-TO TOpsIUYIO pyKy. Eciu ee 3ameTsiT 3a HecoOumoaeHueM
00513aHHOCTEN, TO KaK MUHUMYM BBITOBOP € OyeT obecreyeH.

— Xopoltio, s He Oyy HUKYJa yXOOUTh O€3 TBOETro IMO3BoJIe-
HUs, Jeau Jluca. — AXepoH ciierka paccMestics, Tocjie 4ero 1uc-
TIOJTHWJT HeOOJIBITIION JIBOPSTHCKUH ITOKJIOH, KOTOPBIN OOBIYHO JIe-
JIAIOT JaMaM Ha OaHKeTax.

Jluca TyT ke cierka mokpacHena OT ero JENCTBUsl, HEPBHO
OIJISIABIBASICh, CJIOBHO 0OSICh, YTO KTO-TO MOT 3TO YBUJETHh U
HEMPaBUJIBHO MOHSITh, OTYET0 AXEPOH pacCMesICs IMyIIE MPex-
Hero. HactpoeHue y Hero ObIJIO Kak HUKOIZIA XOpoIee U JIaxe
MHIIUJICHT, MPOU3OIIEANINI MIHOBEHUSI Ha3a/l, He CMOT €ro UC-
TIOPTUTb.



— JlagHo-nagHo... 1 Bce noHs. — CIyCcTsl HECKOJIBKO MIHO-
BEHUI IPEKPATUB CMEATHCS O] CTPOrMM B3IJ1s110M JIuckl, Axe-
POH HECIIEITHO HANTPaBUJICS B KAOMHET OTIIA.

OH He BHUJIEN €ro € TeX CaMbIX MOpP, Kak AMeJHs CTOJIKHYJIA
€ro, OJJTHaKO 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO oTel| cnac ero. M mycrs, oren u
HE BCTPETUJI €r0, KOrJla OH OTKPbUI I71a3a, AXEPOH 3HaJ, YTO TOT
clienaeT BCce BOZMOKHOE pajid Hero, U axe OOoJIbIlle, TOSTOMY OH
He OB OIevasieH, a JIMIIb pajl, 3Hasl, KAKOB €ro oTell Ha CaMOM
Jiene.

XOThb U 3Hasl, KAK MHOT'O HAaBAJIMJIOCh Ha cbhiHA, CuiibBa BCE
PaBHO pacckasajia eMy MpaBly, Belb PaHO WU TO3JHO OH Obl
Y3HAJI ¥ TaK. YCJIBIIIAB O TOM, KaK OTeI] UCIIONIb30BaJl COOCTBEH-
HYIO JKM3Hb, YTOOBI €ro CracTh, AXepOH OJIHOBPEMEHHO ObUT U
OmarogapeH, u oredaneH. OH ObUT pajl MOXKUTH ellle HEMHOTO...
elle JuinHUe napy Jjer. Ho B To ke Bpems, mevyaib cHeJasia
€r0... Be/Ib OTBEICHHbIC OTIY FO/Ibl YMEHBIIWJINCH N3-3a HETO eIl
6osbiie. OnATh OH BUHOBAT BO BCEM...

— lNama... Mama... MHe *kaJb... BeJlb Hallle BpeMsi BMecTe Oy-
J€T TaK KOPOTKO... MHE UCKPEHHEE KaJlb... Kajb... YTO JOCTaB-
JISII0 BaM OJTHU JIULIb TTpoOieMbl... — [Iponoskas pa3MbIILIATS,
AXepoH Ha JieJie efjBa CAep:KUBaJI ClIe3bl OOMIbI, HECTICIITHO U
1o Kopuaopy. Jaxe ero xopoiiee HaCTPOEHHUE CJIErKa UCIIOPTU-
JIOCb.



JIuca ke celyac JIMIIb HEOTCTYITHO CJIeJOoBajIa 3a AXEpOHOM.
Tem He MeHee, ero cropOMBIIAsCs CIIMHA Ka3ajiach ceiuac s
Hee ellle Oosiee CYTYJIOM, a ¥ TaK HECHEIIHO 1Iaraloiiye Brepes
HOTHW CTaj eme Oonee MenuTeabHbIMUA. OHa CIIOBHO BUjena,
Kak OH cyiadest n30 AHS B IEHb, OTYEro He MOIJIa He MCTBITHIBATH
HEBBIPA3UMYIO IIeYasIb 32 HETO.



I'nasa 21. IlponaBmas. Yacrts 1.

ABrycTO TOPOIUIMBO IIIaraj mo JJIMHHBIM KOPHIOpaM MoMe-
cTbs. Ero uieanbHblil YEepHBIA KOCTIOM CHUJIEN Ha HEM CIIOBHO
BJIUTOM, a HEOOJBIION KaOIyK TaKMX JKe YepHbIX Tyduiell To 1
JIeJI0 TIOCTYKUBAJ 10 IepeBIHHOMY Tofty. Ero nmiio, paHnee Bce-
r1a YMUPOTBOPEHHOE, ceiluac Ka3ajloch ObLJIO HEMHOTO HaXMY-
PEHHBIM, TOT/Ia KaK Jlaxe HeOOJbIIasi Kpynuila BOJTHEHUS TPO-
CKaJIb3bIBaJia Ha HEM.

Ero ocTpslii B3[JI1 TO 1 €710 Mpodera rno paboTalonmM Ciy-
raM, HO caM OH JIMIIIb MOJTYAJIMBO aHATM3UPOBAJ MX MPOJIETIaH-
HyI0 paboTy, TOBOps TOJNBKO TOTIa, Korga padoTa Obuia ciena-
Ha norcTrHe GeccoBecTHO. OIHAKO 3a JONTHeE TO/IBI er0 PadOTHI,
HoJ0OHOE MTPOUCXOUIIO OYeHb PEIKO, IOTOMY JIMIIb CTYK Kab-
JIyKa O JePEBSHHBIN MapKeT CITyXKUJI ONOBEIICHUEM /IS MHOTO-
YHCJIEHHBIX paOOTAOMIKX CITYT.

[Tpoxoass Mumo crapoil OMOIMOTEeKH, ABIYCTO HE MO He
BCIIOMHMTbh AXEPOHa, TYT k€ JOCTaBasi CBA3KY U3 MHOTOUMCIIEH-
HBIX KJIIOYEU M OTIMpas IBepb. TeM He MeHee, Ha €ro c4acThbe,
BHYTPY HUKOTO He ObLIO, JIUIIIb TEMHOTA, MbUIb U KOHEYHO —
crapble KHUTH. B30XHYB ¢ o0seryeHreM, OH BHOBb 3ariep JBEpb
Y HAaIIpaBWICA JAJIbILIE.



TeM He MeHee yke CIYCTsI HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT €ro paBHOMep-
Has M YBEpPEeHHas MOXOAKa OCTAaHOBMJIACH MEPE] OHOM U3 MHO-
T'UX caMbIX OOBIKHOBEHHBIX JIBepell momecThsl. B komHate T0 1
JIeJI0 CIIBIIIAJCS KaKOK-TO IIyM, HO OH, He oOpaliiasi Ha 3TO HU-
KaKOro BHUMAHWSI JIUIIb TPHK/IBI TIOCTYYall ¢ HEOONBIIIUM Tiepe-
PBIBOM, a TIOCJIe OTKPBLT JIBEPb.

3a ponrue rofpl cBoeil paboThl OH BBEJ MHOXKECTBO HOBBIX
MIPABUJI, KACAIOIIUXCS CIYT B IOMECThE, CPEAU KOTOPBIX ObLIH U
CTYKHM B JiBepb. EC/IM OH CTy4as TpUKABI C IEPEPHIBOM KaK CEu-
Yac 9TO 03HAYaJIo, YTO OH HaXoAuTcs oauH. Bee aTo ObuIO cae-
J1aHO OOJIbIle IS CYT, YTOOBI OHU HE MOTEPSUTH JIMIO TEpes]
X035IeBaMU TIOMECThsI, B TO BpeMsl, KaKk U caMOMYy ABTYCTO He
MPUIIIOCH OBl 32 HUX KpacHeTb. Takxke cpeu CIyT y Hero ObLIo
HEMAJIO CBOMX JIIOZIEW, TOKJIAIbIBAIOIINX O PA3JIMYHBIX UHIU/ICH-
Tax, TAKMX, KaK [MPOUCXOAAIINE CeYac 3a ABEPBIO.

— ABrycro, HakoHell Tol npuiuen! — BpICOKuMM U ToIMMN
MYXKYMHA PAaJOCTHO BOCKJMKHYJ, Jaxe IpPexIe, YeM JBEpb
ycresa OTKPBIThCS NOJHOCTBIO. — MupaHJa HUKAK He YCIIOKO-
UTCA, BCE TBEPIOMT, YTO XOUET YeXaTh U3 MOMECTbS, MOCJE TOrO
Kak nponaiga Ocmupa.

BeiciymaB My XunHy, ABTYCTO TYT %€ TSKEJIO B3AOXHYI, Tle-
peBos B3I HA MupaHay, TPOJOIKAIONTYIO TAHMYECKU COOM-
path BEIllM B YeMOJAH JIaXke MOCJIe TOro, Kak €ro CUIy3T OKa3a-



cs1 BHYTPY KOMHATHL. TeM He MeHee OH He CTaJ MbITaThCs Tepe-
yOenauTh ee, a BMECTO TOTO TYT K€ TIepelien K Aey.

— Dbapon paspemmn MHe 3aHSTbCA Touckamu OCMHUpHI.
YcnokonTecs, s CKOpO Halay...

— Haiigems ee xyaaHoe Teno! — MupaHnaa TyT ke 3aKpu-
yaJia, He CrocoOHasl CepKaTh SMOIWH, Jake He JaaBasi ABIyCTO
JIOTOBOPHTb.

Ocmupa Obula ee MoApyro AeTcTBa, MOITOMY Iponaxa je-
BYIIKH TsKeJIo yaapuia no Heil. OHa Oblia yBepeHa, uTo ee I0-
Jpyra He MOIJIa UCUE3HYTh MPOCTO TaK, HE MPEIyINpeuB ee, a
3HAUUT, YTO-TO MTPOU3OLLIO. A €CJIM YTO-TO MPOU3OIILIO B [IOME-
CTb€ JBOPSIH, 3HAYUT 3TO TOT BOMPOC, KOTOPHIM OHA HUKAK HE
CMOXeT petuTh. JIuib noryouT u ceds Toxe...

— Mupanpa gepxu ceost B pykax! Mbl B He TBOel iepeBHe!
— VYcenpimas cnoBa AeBylIKM, Majar Mor TOJNBKO clierka Boc-
KJIMKHYTb, BE/Ib €€ KpUK ObL1 ykacHO rpoMok. — Eciu 6apoH
YCIIBIIIUT, TO TIpoOJIeM He obepeMcs. XOuelllb, YTOOb TeOs1 yro-
CTWJIM IUIETHIO 34 HAPYILIECHUE IOKOS B IOMECThe? !

HoroBopuB, Manar TyT e MCIyraHHO MpHUCIyHIaics K 3BY-
KaM 3a IBEPbIO, 1 JIMIIb KOTIa HUYETrO He YCIIbIIIAI CMOT OKOHYA-
TEJTbHO YCTIOKOMTHCSI. ABTYCTO, HAOMIOAAIOIMIMI 32 BCEM 9THM He



MOT He 3aKaTUTh IJ1a3a, OJHAKO NepeyOekaaTh TOIIEr0 My KUMHY
BCE PABHO HE CTaJl, B TO BpeMs Kak Mupan/a Juiib NOCMOTpeNa
Ha MYKUYHHY TaK, CJIOBHO TOT ObLJT IPOTHBHBIM CJIM3HIIKOM, JIaXe
HE y/IOCTauBasi €ro KakUM-JIMOO OTBETOM.

— Mupanga, TBosI moJpyra mpomnasna, a Thl XOUelllb MTPOCTO
B34ITh ¥ BOT TaK BOT cOexaTh? — MpauHo mporoBopuB, ABIryCTO
MOT TOJIBKO BIIEPUTh CBOW B3IJISAA B IEBYIIKY, TOI/A KakK €ro Ts-
JKeJIble CII0Ba yKe 3a/1e/v TIIyOUMHHBIe CTPYHBI ee nymm. [axe ee
TOPOIUIMBO COOMpAIOIIME Bl PyKM HA MHT 3aCTBhUIM, a TOTO-
My BUJIS €e CTynop, ABryCTO HEMe/IJIsl POIOJIKUIT KOBATh, MOKa
ropstuo. — 1 pa3depych 1 Haiiy ee... KMBOW. YCIIOKOKCS U He
HABOJIM MAHUKY, XOPOIIO?

JloroBopuB, ABIycTO MOT TOJIbKO MPOJOJIKaTh BHUMATEIbHO
CMOTpETb Ha JIEBYILIKY, TOra Kak MupaHsa B 5TOT MOMEHT CJIOB-
HO 3aCTblIa, 0OyMbIBasi CKa3aHHbBIE IBOPELIKMM CJIoBa. B ee ro-
JIOBE TO U JIEJIO IPOHOCWIUCH BOCIIOMUHAHNS, CBSI3aHHBIE C IO-
ApYroi, OTYEro Ha MFHOBEHHE €l Jaxe cTano cThigHo. OcMmupa
ee JaBHsAs MoApyra JeTcTBa, OHAKO OHAa camMa MPOCTO pelua
TPYCJMBO COEXaTh U3 MOMECTbSI, Jake HE MBITASACh Y3HATh, UTO
C HEW MOIJIO ITPOU30MUTH.

— Xoporo... — [Tocse cioB ABrycto 1 BOCHOMUHAHUM, TO U
JIeJI0 TIPOHOCSIIMXCS B €€ royioBe, MupaH/ia UcCrbITaaa HeBepo-
SITHBIA CTHIJT 32 ceOs1 caMy, TIO3TOMY MOIJIA JIMIIIb TSKEIO KUB-



HYTb, €[IBa JIX BblJaBJIMBasA OOHO €IMHCTBCHHOC CJIOBO.

ABryCTO K€ JIMIIb B OYEPEOHOM Pa3 BHUMATEIBHO IOCMOT-
peJl Ha yKe IJIaYyllylo AEBYIIKY, MOC/e Yero neyaybHO B3J0X-
HYB CJIE/IOM BBIILIEN HAPYKY, Maxasi Manary Ha nipoutanue. Ceii-
9ac OH eI OObICKAaTh BCE TIOMECTbe KaK BHYTPH, TaK ¥ 32 €0
npenesamu. Bo3amMoxHO, yractcs HauTH cripATaHHoe Tes1o OcMu-
Pbl B KAKOM-HUOYIb YKPOMHOM yroJike. OH He ObLT CJIeOMbITOM,
OJJHAKO U MOMECThE HE JIeC, HO JaXKe B TAKOM ClIydae MOMOIIlb
€My IIPUTOIUTHCS.

Cnyctsi mapy MUHYT, ABTYCTO YK€ BBIIEN HApyxKy U3 JoMa
MIOMECTbSI, HAMPABJISSICh B CTOPOHY HEOOJBINION MPUCTPONKH, B
KOTOPO# Ha CKambe CHjIeN OJUH U3 philiapeii — beprpam, uTo
MIPOJIOJIKAJ JIUIITH HETOPOIUIMBO HATUPATh CBOHM U TakK yxke Oje-
CTAIIMIA Ha COJTHIIE MeY.

— beprpam. — IlokyIOHMBIINCH, ABIYCTO TYT k€ IPUBJIEK
BHUMAaHMSA phllaps, HAa YTO TOT JIMILb CJIErKa KUBHYJ, CIEAOM
IIPOJOJIKAS CBOIO HECTIEIIHYIO U KAXKJOIHEBHYIO ITPOLIEYPY I10-
JIMPOBKM Me4a. — MHe HyHa TBOSI [IOMOILIb B [IOMCKE MPOIIaB-
LIEW CITy’KAHKHU.

— W KoHe4Ho, ABIyCTO, U3 BCEX pblaped Thl PEelnl Mo-
JIOWTH UMEHHO KO MHe... — [lepectaB HaTtuparh Meu, beprpam
MOT TOJIBKO YCTaJIO B3I0XHYTb, OTKM/BIBASICh HA CIIMHKY CKaMbH



Y OJlapuBasi JIBOPEIKOTO TAKUM B3IJISIIOM, CJIOBHO €My MPUXO-
JWJIOCh PAa3rOBApUBaTh C MOJTHBIM UIUOTOM. — B00OIIe-T0 MbI
¢ Caiuto HegaBHO corpoBoxaanu AsieteeB B Urpup, eciau Thl
BIpYT 3anamsaToBaj. Moy nmonpocu nomoiiy y JIuteccel, yBepeH
9Ta JICHUBasl 3aTHUIIA TTOOTPeTCs TOOOM He Xyke MeHs. Hy wim
nonpocu AxepoHa TeOs1 COITPOBOXK/IaTh, TOT/Ia MOXET OHA U CO-
rinacutcs. OHa Bcerga UCIBbIThIBaIA K JIETSAM... Kak Obl CKa3arh...
0C00YI0 TeIIOTY.

[msinst Hanocniemok Ha ABTYCTO, Ube TIOUTH BCET/ia yMUPOTBO-
PEHHOE JIUIIO ceiuac efiBa Jil CAePKUBAJIO HEPBHBIN THK, BepT-
paM He MOT He YCMEXHYThCS, CJIeJIOM YKe MPOIoJIKash HaTUpaTh
CBOW MeY U He oOpariasi Ha Toro 6oJiee HUKAaKoro BHUMaHHUS.

— Hckats enie Kakylo-To ciIyxkaHky...xa? 51 4ro, ronyasn?

B 3TO0T MOMEHT ABryCTO MOI' TOJBKO OOOMJIETH, IJISIASL Ha
caMoJIOBOJIbHOTO BepTpama, 4rto JILIOUICS, CJIOBHO KOT, 0OBEB-
IIMICS CMETaHbl U TTPOAOIIKAN TepeTh CBOM Med. OH yxke XOTell
IIPUrPO3UTH EMY TEM, UTO [leMuaH 1aj MojaHoe pa3pelieHue, of-
HAKO CITyCTSI MUT OTOPOCHJI 3Ty 3ateto. [IoMOIIHUK, KOTOpOTo 3a-
CTaBWJIM PabOTaTh TOIBKO BCE UCTIOPTHUT. Jla 1 OH yKe OTYeT/IH-
BO TpeacTanisii cede orBeT Caidsio, MOTOMY MOT JIUIITb TIOMTPOOO-
BaTh NoiTu K Jlutecce. XoTs B momecTbe ObLIO ellle ABOE philla-
peii, HpaB y HUX ObUI Jjake elle xyxke, ueM y beprpama. bes nmnu-
HOTO MPUCYTCTBUSA JleMHraHa OHM Ja)ke HE IOCMOTPAT Ha HETO.



— Yepr... xaub Caiisio He 37eCh, OH Obl TOUHO OlIeHIT. — Bu-
151 yXOJSIIIEro YIpIoMOro ABOpelKoro, beprpam mor nuiib Hero-
JyIoIe MOKaJaTh roJI0BOM, TOT/IAa KaK Ha ero cjoBa ABIYCTO yikKe
Mpa4YHO OOEpHYJICS, a U3 €r0 HOca UyTh JIM He 11en nap. — Yto
TeOe OMsATh HAJ/I0, CTAPUK...

MpauHo mpoOopMOTaB MocaeJHUE CI0Ba, bepTpam Mor ToJb-
KO C JIETKOM JIPOXKbIO YCTaBUThCS HA ABrycTo. Bee ke pazonersiit
CTapUK cefvac BBIJISIIEN U BIPSIMb I'PO3HO, HO OH U CaM HE U3
pOOKOro JecATKa.... TeM He MeHee JJaxe Mpeskie, 4YeM OH YCIiel
JIOTOBOPUTb, ABOPELIKUIA yKe SIPOCTHO ero rnepeous.

— 4 npunomuio 310 Tebe, beprpam... npunomuoo. Bot yBu-
Juiilb... — CTUCHYB 3yObl OT THEBa, ABTYCTO MOT JIUIIIb MPOJOJ-
’KaTh TO U JIEJI0O MaxaThb YKa3aTeJbHbIM MaJIbLEM B CTOPOHY Pbl-
uapsi.

Ceityac ero ycol ApoKayiv OT SIPOCTH, a OH CaM yxkKe JIECATKU
pas Mmosxajes, 9YTo BOOOIIe pelrl MOJOUTH Ciofa. ITOT HaJMEH-
HBIW PHILIAPh, HE CTABAIIMKA €ro HU BO YTO JEMCTBUTEIBHO OKa-
3aJics HeOaroapHbIM COTUTSIKOM, a OH BeZIb HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpH-
KpbIBaJI €ro Kocsiku nepej JleMuaHoM, He pocsi HUYEro B3aMeH.

— Tombko naBait He OyneM, ABrycro. Thl AymMaelis s He 3Halo,
YTO UMEHHO ThI CAAJI MEHs, KOraa s npusel cioga Tamapy? —



[MepecraB ynbiOatbesi, beprpam TyT ke Briepuut B3IJIsIT B ABry-
CTO, B TO BpeMsI KaK €ro rojioc yKe HAOJTHUJICS JIETKON OOMIOM.

Jlo cuX mop OH MOMHWJI TOT HECMBIBAEMBIH 030D, KaK U Ipe-
3peHHbIN B3Isi Tamapbl, oOpallieHHbIN Ha Hero. 1o ObLI0 ObLI
TaK YHU3WUTEIILHO, YTO JIaXke AXEPOH TOTJa CMESUICS HaJl HAM.

— TBomo matb, beprpam! D10 momectbe HGapoHa, a HE TBOK
JIMYHBIN Oopriests v Kabak ! — 3akpuyaB OT pOoCTH, ABI'YCTO MOT
TOJIBKO BIEPUTh SIPOCTHBIN B3MJISA B PhILIApPs, OIIETIOMJICHHBIN
ero 6penoBbIMHU citoBamu. CaM PUTBOPSIICS OAPOHOM Tiepe] Ka-
KOW-TO JIEBYOHKOM, 2 BUHOBAThI OKA3JIUCh JIPYTHE. ..

beprpam ke numb noxain mniedamu, IOocie Yero MponoKAl
NOJIMPOBAaTh MeY, B TO BpeMsl Kak ABTYCTO, He CITIOCOOHBIN O0JTb-
111e TepIeTh MOI0OHOTO MOT TOJIBKO HAITPaBUTHCSI OOPATHO B I0-
MECTBE.

Ene ogvH reHuanbHblid pa3roBop, HO yxke ¢ Jluteccoil OH He
BBIJICPKUT, IMO3TOMY eCi AXepOoH ce0sl XOPOIIIO YyBCTBYeT OH
MIOIIPOCHUT €r0 MOMOYb YOeIUTh JAEBYIIKY, & €CJIH HET, TO TIPOCTO
MIOWJET UCKaTh B ONMHOUKY. [10 KpaliHEen mepe ero HepBblI OCTa-
HYTCSI LIETIBL.

3aiias B OMecThe, ABIYCTO MEPBBIM AEJIOM HAINpPaBUJICS B
BAHHYIO, ¥ YMBIB JIULIO XOJIOAHOM BOJIOW U MOMPABUB OACKAY 10



1J1eaJIbHOTO COCTOSTHHS BBIITIE] HAPYKY, HECTICIITHO HAIPAaBJIASICh
K KOMHaTe AXepoHa, TO U AeJIO IePeBO/Isl JbIXaHHE.



I'nasa 22. IlponaBmas. Yacrts 2.

Hoiins Bmecte ¢ Jlucoil mo kadbwHera [lemmana, AxepoH
HeMe[|Is1 IOCTyYall B ABEPb. YCTabIid TOJIOC OTIA TYT K€ JOHeC-
CA IO €ro yILEH, OIHAKO BCE TAKOU K€ YBEPEHHBIM U HAITOJIHEH-
HbIA cuwion. He pazmymbiBasi, OH cpa3y ke OTKPbLI IBEpPb U 3a-
11eJ1 BHYTPb, B TO BpeMs Kak Jluca Bce Tak ke MpojoiKaiia CTo-
SITh CHAPYXKH, JIUIIH HEJIOBKO YJIBIOASICh €My BCJIel, CTapasich He
MIOTIACThCS HA TJ1a3a OApOoHY.

Bunsg 310, AXEpOH MOTI TOJIBKO IMOXaTh IUIEYaMH C JIETKOM
YJIBIOKOM, CIIEIOM yKe 3aX0is BHYTpb U ocTaBsis Jlucy cHapy-
KU, He OECIIOKOsI ee JIUIIHUH pa3. PAaoM ¢ oTiioM emy Bce paBHO
HUYETO HE IPO3UJIO, TO3TOMY OH HE XOTeJI JIMIIHUM Pa3 CMyLIAaTh
JEBYIIKY, U Jjaxe B Clly4yae yero ObITh IpyLIel AJ1s CIOBECHOTO
OuTbhs. XOTs €ro oTell He ObUT IVIOXKUM YEJTOBEKOM, OH BCE K€ MOT
W3JIUTD TUIOXO€ HACTPOEHME HA CIIyKAHKY, YETO OH CaM BUIEThb
HE JKeJlal.

— Pap, uro ThI B opsiike, AxepoH. [Ipoctu, 4to He ObUI psi-
JIOM, KOTAa Thl OYHYJICS. ABIYCTO YTBEpKIAJ, YTO BCE YKE XO-
poio. — YBujieB chiHa JleMuaH TyT ke OTJI0KUI NIEPO, KOTOPOe
ele MrHOBEHMEe Ha3a]l HEMCTOBO BBHIPUCOBBIBAJIO HA TIEpraMeHTe
psizibl (PUITMTPAHHBIX OYKB.



— Huuero nmar... s 3Hato Thl 3aHAT. — AXEPOH MOT JIMIb TYT
JKe MOKavaTh TOJIOBOM, TOrJa Kak CIeQYIOIIHE CIOBA €/1BA JIU XO-
TEJIM COCKAKMBATh C €r0 S3bIKA, OJHAKO B3IVISIHYB Ha YCTaBIIIEE
JIMLIO OTIIA, a TAKJKE €r0 MECTAMM CeJible BOJIOCH OH OOJIbIIIE HE
cMel konebaTtbest. — Cracu0o0, 4To criac mar...

EnBa cnoBa AxepoHa ceituac mpo3Byuyaiu B ymax [lemwa-
Ha, KaK OH TYT € YAUBJIEHHO [MOCMOTPEN Ha ChiHa. TeM He Me-
Hee, Jaxe MpexJe, YeM OH yCIesl cKa3aTb XOTb CJIOBO, Axe-
POH yXke OBICTPO MPOIOIKUAT TOBOPUTH, TYBCTBYS HEOOJIBIITYIO
HEJIOBKOCTh, OKPYKUBIIYIO UX.

— MHe mama pacckazaia...

VcrnplmaB oyepeaHsie CIoBa ChiHa, JleMraH MOT TOJIBKO TeTlIo
YJIBIOHYThCA, [T/ HA €0 cMylnaoleecs Jiio. biarogapHocTs
cblHa ObUIa M3JUIIHEN, Belb KaK OTell Pa3Be MOI' OH MOCTYIHTh
nHaue? Pa3Be mo0Ooi Apyroil HOpMaIbHBIA OTEll TTOCTYIH OblI
KaK-TO MO-JIpyromy?

— He nepexusaii, AxepoH. — IlogHsABIIMCE ¥ OTOUAS K
ChIHY, [leMuaH JUIIb Cerka moTpemna ero no roaose. — CKopo
OyzeT Gan B yecTb UMEHHMH Jovepu rpaga Arpasanja, Buoner-
Tbl. MOXET MPOryJIsielbcsl BMECTE C CECTPAMH U MaTepbio?

[nsiist Ha CBOETO ChIHA, CIUIIIKOM YK TOTPYKEHHOTO B ceos,



IleMriaH He MOT HM BCIIOMHUThH O npuriameHuu rpada. ITpo-
T'YJISIBIIACH U TTOOOIIABIIUCH CO CBEPCTHUKAMHU, BO3MOXKHO TOT
CMOXeT TOYyBCTBOBaTh ceOsl JIydllle, OCO3HAB, YTO KU3Hb HE
KOHYAEeTCsl Ha OIHOM TOJIBKO TIpoliieme.

AXepoH cHauasa XOTeJl OTKa3aThCsl, TO U AEJIO TMOIJIsIbIBasI
Ha CBOIO IIepeOMHTOBAHHYIO PYKY, OJHAKO JIaXe MPek/ie, YeM OH
ycres 9To-1ub0 cka3aTh, [leMuaH yxke ciierka paccMmesiyics.

— He nepexwuBaii Tak cwibHO 00 3ToM. [Ipocto Gyms octo-
pO’keH, HO TeOe He HYKHO, YTOOBI 3TO BJIMSIO HA TBOIO KU3Hb
elle CUJIbHee, YeM yxe BiuseT. Briepenu teOst KIeT ele 1enas
JKU3Hb.

AXepoH nepeBe B3IUIsi/ Ha YIbIOAIoIerocs: oTia, Mo riazam
KOTOPOTo ObLJIO BUIHO, HACKOJIBKO TOT XOUET, YTOOBI OH CXOIUJI
Ha 3TOT OaJ1, TO3TOMY OH MOT TOJIbKO KMBHYTh, TIBITASICh TIPU/IATh
CBOEMY MPauyHOMY JIMIy HEMHOIO MJUTI030pHOTO Becenbsl. OH He
3HAJI, IEUCTBUTEIIHHO JIM OTEI] BEPUT, YTO OH MPOKUBET JIOTYIO
’KU3Hb, WM K€ TTPOCTO PEIIUJI ero Tak noajaepxarb. OQHako of-
HO OH 3HAJI TOYHO... IOJTasi }KMU3Hb 3TO SIBHO HE MPO HEro.

— Tlouemy ObI U HET, 51 C paJIOCTHIO CXOXKY Ha Oast. Jla v 51 yxe
nojiaaui ¢ cecrpamu. OHM Jake U3BMHUJIACH MIepeo MHOU. —
AXepoH crierka yiblOHYJICS, Toraa Kak JlemuaH jumib eie pas
TIOTpenaJl ero Mo rojioBe, BO3BpaIasich 00PaTHO K CBOEMY CTOITY.



— Hy Torma ecim Tel Bce ckasail, To Moxelb uaru. He no-
BEpUIllb, HO Y TBOETO CTapuKa padOThl TOJBKO MPUOABIISAETCS.
— Kparko BbIcKa3aBIINCh, [leMMaH ci1ei0M MOT TOJIBKO BHOBb
YCECTBCS 3a CBOM CTOJI, IPOJIOJIKAsA YTO-TO MUCATh.

AxepoH u 0e3 CJIOB OTIIa yKe cOOUpascs YXOAUTh, TIOTOMY
MOT JIMIIIb KUBHYTb U MOMPOIIABIINCH BBIUTH 32 ABEPb, IIIE €ro
oxunana Jlvca, KoTopast Ipy OTKPHITUU JBEPU TYT K€ OTCTpa-
HUWJIACh, JieJiasi BUM, YTO MOMPABJISIET OACKIY.

— JIuca, noAcayMBaTh He XOPOIIIO... — YBUJIEB CJIETKa CMY-
1eHHoe JIMIo JIMCchl, AXepOH MOT TOJIBKO C YJIBIOKOM IOMaxaTh
najbliEM [EPE €e HOCOM, e1Ba CAepKHBasi cMex. Bee ke kpac-
HEIoI[asl U AyIoIIascs JAeByIIKa BeIIIAAeNA ceiiuac oueHb 3a0aB-
HO Y MUJIO.

— Boo01e-To 51 He moAcIymMBaia, a NOMpaBsa OfeKAY...

— Kak ckaxenb. — yCMeXHYBHII/ICL, AX@pOH MOI' TOJIb-
KO CIIYCTA MUI' IIPEKpAaTUTb CMEATHBCA, U HCMHOI'O IIOAYMAB,
HECIICIIHO HAITPaBUJICA B CBOIO KOMHATY.

OH yke JaBHO He YMTaJl HUKAKUX KHUT, a ceiiyac y Hero Obl-
JIO CITMIIKOM XOpOIliee HACTPOeHUe, YTOObI IPOCTo cnath. [1po-
XOZIs1 MUMO CTapoil OMOJIMOTEKH, OH CIIOBHO HEB3HAUYAW TOJIKHYJI



PYKO# /IBepb, U TIOHSIB, UTO Ta 3allepTa MOT TOJBKO COKpYIIa-
SICb TIPOAOJIKUTh UATH B CBOIO KOMHATy. Tem He MeHee, Aaxe
Mpeskie, YeM OH JIOIIeNT 10 ABEPHU rojioC JBOPEIKOTO YKe Mpo-
3ByYaJl B €ro yIiax.

— Kak cebs uyBcTBYeTe, Balla MUAIOCTD?

EnBa ABrycro, 4to 10 3TOro MOMEHTA TepHeIMBO OKUIA T1e-
pen KoMHaTol AXepoHa 3a/1aJ1 BOIIPOC, KaK TOT TYT e MepeBel
Ha HEro CBOM CJIETKa HEIOYMEHHBIN B3I,

— Jlsana ABrycro, Kakas eunie Baila MWIOCTb, IIPOCTO 30BU
MEHs TI0 UMEHH U BCe. — YIBIOHYBIIMCh, AXEPOH MOT' TOJIbKO
IoKa4yaTh roJIOBOM Ha (POPMaJIbHYIO peub ABIyCTO. — A BOT UyB-
CTBYIO 5 ceds1 JoBOJIbHO xoporo. Criacn6o 3a 3a60Ty U 6ecrio-
KOWCTBO.

JloroBopuB, AXepoH TyT e TEIIO MOIMPUBETCTBOBAJI JIBOPEII-
KOT'0, CJIEIOM HECIIEITHO 3aX0/Is B CBOI0 KOMHATY U TpHIJIaIliast
TOro BHYTpb. EMy He 0c000 HPaBUIIOCH, KOT/Ia K HEMY Tak 00pa-
IAJTICh, BEIb TSI HETO 3TO OBUIO CJIMIIKOM YK BBIYYPHO, TEM
0oJiee OT CTOJIb OJIM3KOI0o YeJIOBEKA.

Mo:keT 3TO ObUIO CBA3AHO C TEM, CKOJIbKO KHUTI' OH ITPpOYUTAJI,
BEIb OaKC TaM K BECJIMKHUM I'€posAM 4aCTO O6paIJ_[2UII/ICb JINIIb I10
HNMCHHU, HEC TOBOpPA YK€ O TOM, YTO OH 3HaJ ABFYCTO C caMoro



poXxaeHus. Byab OHM B 4y:KOM MOMECThe OH OBl COTJIacUJICS C
9TUM, OTHAKO B CBOEM e JIOMe MOXHO U He oOpaiarh Ha I0-
JOOHOE U3JHIITHE MPUCTATbHOEe BHUMAaHUE.

— AxepoH... — ABrycTo cjerka kojebascs, OJHaKO BHJIS
TETUTYI0, OXKUJIAIONIYIO €r0 CJIOB YJIBIOKY MaJIbUUKA MOT TOJIBKO
MPOAOJIKUTH TOBOPUTH TO, YTO XOTEN CKa3aTh. — [lo mpagpe ro-
BOpsl MHE HyXHa nomorilb. [Iponana cinyxanka Ocmupa, Torna
KaK phIlIapy HE XOTAT nmomorarb. Mor Obl Thl yoenuTs Jluteccy
IOMOYb MHe?

— Ocmupa nponana?! — Beinyuus m1a3a, AXepoH MOT TOJTb-
KO OINIEJIOMJIEHHO TTPOOOPMOTATh, POrOBAPUBAS CJIOBA UyTh JI
HE OCHUMIIUM TojIocoM. — W Thl TaK JOJTO TSHYJ C 9TUM, ABry-
cro?! Iomum ckopee, s1 yBepeH Jlutecca Obl He OTKa3asna Tede
U TaK, HO 51 y’Ke He MOTy OCTaBaThCsl B CTOPOHE, KOIjla B MOeM
JIOMe TIPOM30IILIa Takast Oeyia!

He niporio u Mura, Kak JIOrOBOPUB, AXEPOH yke HeMe/IJIeH-
HO TOCHEIIHIT HAPYKY TIOMECTbsI, JIake He JOCYIIMBast 10 KOHIIA
cyioBa gBopeltkoro. Tem He MeHee 1mociie HeOONBIION MPOOEKKU
C Hero Obuta cOMTA CIieCh, IOTOMY YCIIOKOMBIIUCH, JIAJIbIIIE OH
yKe HaIlpaBUJICS CBOUM OOBIYHBIM pa3MePEHHBIM TEMITOM.

Haxe Jlnca, 4yto He Haxomwia ceryac ceOe Mecra OT HO-
BBbIX HEOXKMJAHHBIX HOBOCTEW BMECTE C ABIYCTO YK€ MOCIEINIIA



BCJIel 32 AXEPOHOM, TO M JIEJIO TBEPASA EMY HE TOPOIUTHCH.

Cryctst ecsiTok MUHYT, ABrycro, Jluca u AXepoH yxe cTos-
71 niepes; HeOonbIM JoMoM JIuTecchl, Torna Kak u3-3a ABepH,
TO W JIeJI0 Pa3JaBaJiCsl ee MeYaIbHbIA U CIUIIKOM YK HaJpbiB-
HOM 1u1a4. Tem He MeHee AXEpOH cerlvac CHelnl JeMCTBOBATh
KaK MOXXHO ObICTpee, IT03TOMY, Jake He OT/ABIIIABIINCH OH yXKe
I'POMKO TOCTY4Yasl B JABEPb, MOCIIE YEro OTKPhIB ee, ObICTPO 3a-
I11eJT BHYTPb.

— JIutecca Ham HY>XHa TBOA MOMOUIb...

AXepoH XOTeNl cpa3y ke TMeperTH K Jiely, OIHAKO, Aaxe
npekze, YeM OH JOTOBOPHJI YK€ pa3fajcs HeOOMbIIONW PagoCT-
HBIW BU3T U JIBE KEHCKUE PYKH OTOPBAJIM €ro OT MoJjia, CIIOBHO
OH OBUI JIETKOW MYITUHKOM.

— AXEpOHUYHK... 1 TaK CKyyaia... — [laxe He ycneB Aoro-
BOpHTH, JIuTecca TyT ke mpuxana AXxepoHa K CBOell 00beMHOM
IPYIH, TOTJIa KaK Ha ee CTOJIEe YKe CTOSIIO HECKOJBKO MyCThIX OY-
TBUIOK M3-TI011 BUHA. — $1 y’kacHO 00siIach, YTO ThI MOT ITOTHO-
HyTb! Kak Thl MOXeEIlIb Tak MyraTh CBOIO CTAPIIYIO CECTPEHKY...7

Kano6Ho nmporoBopus, Jlutecca ciefoM TYT ke MPUHSLIIACH
IEKOTaTh AXepoHa, TOrIa Kak OH caM He CIIOCOOHBIN CIepKaTh-
sl y’&Ke Haual CMEAThCS, TO U JIENIO BECEJIO MOXPIOKUBASI.



— Xa-xa, Jlurecca npekparu... Xxa-xa... XBarTur...

Jluca e cefiuac Morya TOJIbKO HaOMIOAATh 32 TPOUCXOASAIINM
C OTKPBITOM OT IIIOKA PTOM, TOrJa KaK YCbl ABTYCTO TaK U BOBCE
JPOKaJI OT OYEPEAHOTO SPOCTHOTO MPUMIAIKA.

— Jlutecca! IloctaBb €ro HEMEAJEHHO, MHAYE MCIIbITACIllb
Moii rHeB! — 'HEBHO MPOroBOpUB, ABIYCTO TYT K€ MOMBITAJICS
OoTOUTH AXEPOHA, OTHAKO CITYCTSI MHHYTY OH TOJIbKO MCTIOPTHII
CBOM 10 3TOTO MJIEATIbHO BBIMJIAXKEHHBIM KOCTIOM, U JIMIIb Kpac-
HOE OT I'HEBA JIMLIO BbIIABAJIO €r0 HETOJJOBAHUE.

— A Hy IpOYb OT MEHS CTapUKallIKa... MEHsI MOXET TpOraTh
Tosibko AxepoHunk ! — HeOpesxHo nporoBopus, Jlutecca Ha fe-
JIe Jaxe He MOCMOTpesa Ha ABIyCTO, TO U JIEJIO MTPOJOJIKAs LLie-
KOTaThb AXepoHa.

— C-crapukamka? — OmreloMJIeHHO TpoOOpMOTaB, ABry-
CTO BBIIVISZIEIN TaK, CJIOBHO MY JJaJIU MOILEYMHY, B TO BpeMsI Kak
€ro YChlI yXKe TPSICIIUChH OT THeBa. Takoe yHM)KeHUE OH UCTIBITHIBA
JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO pa3 B JKWU3HU, U BCE Pa3bl OT pbIllapell B 3TOM
MIOMECThE, YbM BaApBAPCKUE MAHEPbl HEUCIIPABUMBI. — AX ThI...
ThL... THL...

— ... 4... 1. — Paccmesasiucs, Jlurecca B ¢BOIO o4epenb



JIMILIb TPOJOJKala Mepepa3HuBaTh ABrYCTO, KOTOPbIA M TaK
Y€ BECb TPACCSA OT THEBA.

Bce ke, naxe npuBesi AXepoHa eMy BCe PaBHO TIPUXOIUTHCS
OBbITh YHMXKEHHBIM. DTO HE MOIJIO HU 3aCTaBJISITh €r0 ropeTh OT
MIPaBE/IHON SIPOCTH M THEBA, B TO K€ BpeMs Oyy4H He CIoco0-
HBIM 4TO-JIMO0 CenaTh.

— Jlutecca Bce XBaTuT... — AXEPOH MPOJOJIKATI CMEATHCH,
OJTHAKO OH MPaBJia CHEIWJI, jKeJlasi ICKPEHHE U KaK MOKHO CKO-
pee HaiT OcMUpy, IOTOMY €r0 T'0JI0C IMTOCTENIEHHO HavaJl IIPU-
oOpeTarh cepbe3Hble HOTKU. — JIuTecca XBaTuT... XBaTUT 5 CKa-
3au!

Ha nocnieiHux cioBax AXepoH yke ObUT HEMHOTO pa3/ipakeH
MOTOMY CJIETKa 3aKkpuyai, ordero Jlutecca mMoryia Jidiib nocra-
BUTh €ro 0OpaTHO, €J1Ba CIepKUBas cjae3bl 00uabl. Bus ee BbI-
paxxeHue Juia, AXepoH HE MOT HE MCIIBIThIBATh YIPhI3€HUS CO-
BECTH.

— II-mpoctu Jlurecca, mpocTo MBI NpaBia CHEMIMM. —
HenoBko mpobopmoTaB, AXepoH MOT TOJBKO 3aMSIThCS, TPOIOI-
’kasi roBOpUTh. — OcMupa nponajia ¥ Mbl JIOJIKHBI HAUTH €€ KaK
MOKHO CKOpEee, I03TOMY HaM Hy’Ha TBOSI IOMOIIIb.

— A eciu s IOMOT'Y ee HalTH, 1 CMOTY IPUITH K TeOe Korjia



3axouy? — CII0BHO YBUJEB JIa3€iKy, TAMHYIO TPOIYy K HECMET-
HBIM COKPOBHIIAM, I71a3a JIuteccel BMUT 3aropeinuch Kak HUKO-
I71a paHee.

— K-koHeuHo, THI e 1 Tak Mora... — HegoymeHHo mpoOop-
MOTaB, AXEpOH MOI' TOJIbKO HEMOHMMAIOIIE YCTaBUThCA Ha JIu-
Teccy, KMBas TOJIOBOM.

Bce ke oH neficTBUTENIbHO HE IOHMMAJI, moyemy Jlutecca 3a-
ropopuiia 00 3TOM Tak, CJIOBHO y Hee ObUT Kakou-To 3amnpeT. OH
HUKOI/Ia He 3amperiag KoMy-I100 3aX0IuTh K HeMy, TeM OoJiee
PHIAPI0, KOTOPOW ObLT HAMHOT'O BHIITIE TIO TIOJIOKEHUIO, HEXKEITH
OOBIYHBIE CITYTH.

— Her, Het u HeT! — Ycunpimas ciioBa AxepoHa, ABIyCTO TYT
’Ke 3aBepelall, Npuokasch K Jlutecce u 1menya e Ha yXo Tak,
YTOOBI KPOME HUX JBOMX HUKTO HE CiIblai. — Tbl 3a0bL1a, 4TO
ckazan [lemuan? Eme pa3 yBuauT 1e0si B IOMECThe, U Thl MUTOM
OTITPaBUILILCS B TYMAHHBIE MOJIOCTH... K Mapkycy!

EnBa nocnenHee cnoBo ciereno ¢ ryd ABrycro, Kak riasa Jlu-
TECCBl MATOM IIPEBPATWIIACH B UCITYT'aHHBIE, 4 CaMa OHA CJIE3HO
B3IVISTHY/Ia HA AXEpOHa, CJIOBHO B TIOMCKAX 3alUTHI. 371ast yibIO-
Ka TYT K€ MCKa3Wa JIMLIO ABOPELIKOr0, OAHAKO CIYCTS MUI OHA
BHOBb BEpPHYJIACh K MPEkKHEMY YMUPOTBOPEHMIO, TOI/Ia KaK OH
caM JIMIIb HEJIOBKO MPOKAIUTSJICS, 3aMETHUB Ha ceOe yKOpU3HEH-



HBIW B3I AXepoHa.

— Asgrycro! Twl yrpoxaems Jlutecce? 10 %€ MPOCTO BO3-
MYTUTEBHO !

AXEpOH 4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO OH HE IOHUMAET CUTYallMX OO KOH-
112, OIHAKO BCE €ro MbICJH ObLIM TOJIBKO 00 Ocmupe, MosTomy
B3IJIsI1a Ha 3JTYI0 YJIBIOKY IBOPEIKOTO JUIsl HEro ObLJIO I0CTaTOY-
HO, 4TOOBI IPUHSTH CTOPOHY YYTb JIM He TU1auyiieit Jiureccsl.

— Jlutecca He BosHyics. CHavana Haiem OcMupy, a mo-
TOM YXe paz0epemcsi co BceM. — 3aKOHYMB FOBOPUTh, AXEpOH
HEeMeJIJIs BBIIIeST U3 KOMHATBI, HAMIPABJISISICh HAPYKY, TOT/A Kak
OCTAJIbHBIE Y:K€ MOCHELINIIN BCIIE, 32 HUM.

ABrycTo Tak M HE MOHMMAJ, KaK MOMCKU MPOMABILIEN CITy-
KaHKU JOKATWIUCh 10 TaKOTo, OJHAKO OH MOT JIMIIb MPOIO-
KAaTh IUIBITh TIO TEYEHUIO, UCTIONB3YSl MOTYYSHHYI0 UM MOMOIIIb
10 MaKCUMYMYy.



I'nasa 23. IlponaBmas. Yacrts 3.

Boliins u3 komHathl Jlutecchl, AXepoH ObICTPO HampaBHJICS
BIIEpE]l, B TO BPEMSI KaK OCTaJIbHOE TPHO YK€ HallPaBUJIOCh BCIIE]L
32 HUM. TeM He MeHee ero IOXOOKa C KaXJbIM ITPONJACHHBIM
MI'HOBEHMEM CTaHOBUJIACh BCE MEHEE YBEPEHHOM, a J0 3TOrO Ce-
PbE3HOE JIMLIO HAyaJlo KPACHETh OT HEJOBKOCTH. OH CIMIIKOM
CTIEIINJI ¥ AGUCTBOBAJT OBICTPEe BCeX, OMHAKO TOJIBKO ceifvac rmo-
HsUJI, YTO HEe UMeeT MOoHATHS, riae uckarb Ocmupy. U 310, He ro-
BOP# YK€ O HEJOCTATKE MH(POPMALIMH.

— 9-3M... ABrycro. [lymato, TeGe CTOUT UATH BOEpeIH... —
HenoBko mporoBopuB, AXEpOH MOT TOJBKO MPOOEKATHCS O
BCEM CMYIIIEHHBIM B3[JIAIOM.

Jlutecca nuib HabMIOgAIA 32 HUM, BBIKHMIAsi MOMEHTA IOTUC-
KarTb, a Jluca ciierka Xuxukasna, O4eBUJHO [IOHUMAas1, IOYEMY OH
ocTaHoBUJIcA. JIuIib ABrycTO, YeJIOBEK C BEJIMKOW COEpKaHHO-
CTBIO U OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO HE M3MEHWJT CBOETO BbIPAKEHU S JIMLIA
TI0CJIE €r0 1030Pa, TOJIBKO CIIOKOMHO KMBAas M YXOAs BIEPE.

— Cmnacu6o, ABrycro.

HenoBko npokanuisBIuce, AXEPOH CJIEIOM YKE MPUCTPOUII-
Cs1 IOCEpEe/INHE CTPOs], B caMoe yI0OHOe MeCTO, KOTOpoe Be Je-
BYIIKH PEIIWINA €My BbIJEJIUTh, B TO BpeMsl Kak ABI'YCTa B CBOIO
ouepe/ib yKe HECIEITHO TOLIEN BIepel, MOEpKUBas MEIJIEH-
HBIU TEMII.

— Jlutecca, Oyap noOpa OTHECHCh K 9TOMY CEpbe3HO, BEIb



TBOSI TIOMOIIIb O€3 COMHEHHSI HaM MOHAIOOUThHCSI. — ABTYCTO He
MOT HU HAIIOMHUTD, OIJISIIBIBASICh HA3a/l U BUJSA, KaK Ta TOJBKO
U JIeJIaeT, 4To MSIUTCS Ha AXEpOoHa, sIBHO HE JyMmasi O MOCTaB-
JIEHHOH 3aJa4e.

Jlutecca umena siyunivie HaBbIKM B BBIC/IEXKUBAHUU KOTO-JIU-
00 cpeau Bcex peiiapeit moMecthbsi. Eciu oHa 3afimercst nesiom
BCEpbe3, TO pasrajgka OyaeT Oim3Ka Kak HUKOI/IA, a €U HeT, TO
B OJJMHOYKY OH HE CIIPaBUTCS U MOIABHO.

AXepoH ke B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT JIUIIb TYT K€ 3aKUBATh B CO-
I71acuy, MONJEPKUBasi ABOPEIKOTO B JKEJAaHUU HAWTU MPOIaB-
nryio aeBymky. OH 3Hasl BceX CIYTr B MIOMECTbe MOMMEHHO, U C
KaXIbIM OOIIAJICS JIMYHO HE OJIVH pa3, MOTOMY HUKAK He MOT 3a-
KPBITh HA TIPOTaxy riasa. Jlaxe eciu Obl pora KTo-JIMO0 Hers3-
BECTHBI} U €ro NOMPOCKIIY IOMOYb, TO OH BCE PABHO COITIACUIICS
Obl HE pa3ayMbIBasl.

— Jla noHsna s, noHsuia. Pacckaxu nydine Bcio MHGpOpMa-
1I1I0, KOTOPOW Thl BJIaA€elIb. JTO SBHO Kyda Jydlle, YeM UATU
BIepe/l, Kak uanoT. — JluTecca Moria JIMIb 3aKaTUTh IJ1a3a Ha
CJIOBA IBOPELIKOTO, OTHOBPEMEHHO C ITUM YKaJIbBasi €ro B 04e-
penHoM pas.

AXepoH cJierka norepxHyJscs nocje cjioB Jlureccel, oqHako
He nofai Buay. Ero B3misi Ha moepruBaBIIUiAcs 171a3 ABIyCTO
BBIpaKaJl UCKpEeHHee TIOHMMaHUe U couyBcTBHE. JInTecca Oblia
CBOE0OPA3HBIM YEJIOBEKOM, C HeJIETKOM XKU3HBI0, OJHAKO OHA BCe
PaBHO HPABUJIACh MY, IyCTh Y HEee NMOPOM U 37101 SI3bIK.

— AXepOHYHK, KOHEUHO Xke s He 0 TeOe. — CJIOBHO 3aMeTHB



aymbl AxepoHa, JIutecca TyT e ObICTPO IPOTOBOPHMIIA, OTHAKO
OT €€ CJIOB TOT JIMIIIb €1le CUJIbHEE CMYTHUJICS.

ABryCTO 3Ke JIUIIbh Kavyall TOJIOBOM, He cOOMpasich OOJbIIIe Tpa-
TUTb BPEMsI HA NPENUpPATEeNIbCTBA, IOTOMY HEMEUISl PaccKasall
BCE, UTO 3HAET, OIHAKO HEMHOTO COKPBITO, UTOOBI HE IyraTh Axe-
POHa, JIeJIICh CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMU MPaYHbIMU MBICTISIMH. XO-
TSl OH cKa3ajl MupaHje, 4To HalJeT ee MoApyry )KUBOU U B IJTy-
OuHe IyIM Hajesiics Ha 3TO, BCe ke MOHMMAJ, YTo Haubosee
BEPOSATHBIX UCXOJ] — CMEPTb CIIyKaHKHU.

Tem He MeHee ImycTh ABIyCTO CEMYacC U MBITAJICA CKPbITh CBOM
VCTUHHBIE MBICJIM Ha CYET 3TOro Aeja, AXepoH He ObUI IITyIbIM,
C JIETKOCTBIO MOHMMas CKBO3b CTPOKU. Ecim Ocmupa nencTBu-
TeJIbHO ObLIa KeM-TO yOUTa, TO 3TO OblIa OUeHb Cephe3Hasi MPO-
Oema a5 Bcero momecTbsl. He roBopsi yxke O MOTeHIMATbHOM
OIACHOCTH JIJ1s1 OCTAJIbHBIX.

— Ecnu nocnennuil pa3 ee BUAEIM BHIXOASIIEH U3 CBOEU
KOMHAThl B HamlpaBJIieHUH YOOPHOM, TO C TOrO U HAYHEM. —
Kpatko BeIcKazaBmmch, JIutecca cienom yxe HarrpaBuIach mps-
MUKOM MO HaIlpaBJIEHUIO K [JIABHOMY JJOMY.

Ecnu ciykaHka mporasia o nyTd B yOOpHYI0, TO OHH TOYHO
JOJDKHBI OyIyT HAUTH TaM XOTh Kakue-HUOyb 3arenku. Crmi-
KOM MHOTO JyMaTh 00 9TOM He CTOUT. Bce ke sierde mpocTo BbI-
OpaThb HauOoJee MPsSIMOU BapUaHT, a Jajibllle OTTAJIKUBATHCS OT
OOCTOSITENbCTB.

— $1 myman cHauana oOBICKAaTh BCE MOTAWHbIE MECTa B IO-
mectbe... — [locne cnoB JIureccsl, ABryCTo MOr TOJIBKO CJIeTKa



HEJJOBOJIbHO HAXMYPHTHLCSI BHIOOPOM HAYaJILHOTO TTYTH.

OH ObLT HE COBCEM coryiaceH ¢ MHeHueM Jlurtecchl. XOTs Haui-
TH 3aIlellKi BO3Jie YOOpHOU OBbLIO BCe ke BO3MOXHO, HO OH CO-
MHEBAJICS, UTO OHU CMOTYT... Aaxe cama Jlurecca. Bee xe mpo-
110 HEMAJIO BPEMEHH, J1a U OH CaM yXke CJierka TaM OCMOTPEJICS,
TaK HAYErO U He Hau[s elle B IEPBbIA IEHb MTPOIAKH.

— Twl x0uernb, YTOOBI 51 MOMOTJIa ee HalTh win HetT? — [loa-
Hs1B OpoBb, JluTecca Morsia TOJIbKO HEJOBOJBHO B3IVISIHYTh Ha
ABrycTO, TOrJa KaK BeCh €€ BUJ| BbIPAKaJl HETEPIIEHUE.

Ei1 yacHO He XOTeJI0Ch 3aHUMAThCsl ITUM JIEJIOM, TOT/Ia KaK B
r1yOvHe yIlv ee He BOJTHOBaJIA JIake y4acTh HE3HAKOMOM CITy-
’KaHKU. EMMHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, TI0 KOTOPOW OHA BCE XK€ PellIn-
Jia IOMOYb, ObLIa IIPOoch0a AXepoHa.

— Kak ckaxens, JIutecca, HO Kak 51 M cKa3ajl paHee MpOIILUIO
yKe JIBa JIHS, [IO9TOMY...

— He Ttpeunm, crapuk. — 3akaruB miasza, Jlurecca moria
TOJIBKO B OUEPEIHOM pa3 MaxHYTh PYKOW Ha CJIOBAa JBOPELIKOTO,
Jlake He CITyIlasi ero U JIMIb MPOJOoJKas UATH JaJIblIIe.

ABryCTO X€ B 9TOT MOMEHT BHIIJISJEN YKACHO pa3ipaxkeH-
HBIM JIeNiCTBUSIMU JIuTecchl, Torja Kak ee cioBa JIMIIb [O/JIMBa-
JI1 Macsio B oroHb. OAHAKO CIop celvyac HU K YemMy He IpuBe-
JIeT, Ja ¥ IPOBEPUTH 3allelIKU BCE PABHO MMeeT cMbICI. Bee xe
BEPHYTHCSI K IMOKCKY TeJla [0 BCeMy MOMEeCThIO OHHM ellIe YCIIeIOT.
JIuip 3Ta MBICIB CedYac cMOIJIa OCTAHOBUTh €0 OT MOTEHIIM-
aJIbHOM pyraHu M OYepeTHOM TpaThl BpEeMEHHU.

CrycTs1 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT YeTBEpKa ke 100pajach JI0 KOM-



HaTtbl OCMUpBI, KOTOPYIO Ta jAeiuia BMecte ¢ Mupanjgoi. Axe-
poH, ABrycto u aaxe Jluca MO Juliib Tyro CMOTPETH MO CTO-
pOHaM, TBITASICh HANIA XOTh KaKOW-HUOY/Ib CJie]] Wiu 3atiernky. K
COXAJICHUIO, IAKE CITyCTS Napy MUHYT OHU TaK HUYETO U HE YBU-
nenu. Jlaxe mpoist BIUIOTh O caMoi yOOPHOM, KOTopasi Oblia
HE TaK yX U IaJIeKO, OHM TaK ¥ He CMOIJIU YTO-JTMO0 OOHAPYKUTb.

— 4 Hudero He Hamen... — [lokayaB ronoBou, AXepoH
MOT JIMIIIb MeYaTbHO B3JIOXHYTh, TAK M HE 3aMETUB KaKOU-T100
CTPaHHOCTH.

Tem He MeHee OH MOHMMAJ CBOM MpEJelibl, HE CUUTasl, 4TO
CMOXET clieJlaThb TO, Yero He CMOIJIO CleJlaTh OCTaJbHOE TPHO.
Buas, 4To NOMCKY 3alIeTIOK HE YBEHYAJIMCh YCIIEXOM HU Y ABry-
CTO, HU Yy JIUCBI OH MOT TOJIKO MEPEBECTH B3IVISA HA 3aHATYIO
nenoMm Jlureccy.

K ero ynuBieHuo, Kak TOJBKO OHU JOOPAUCh 1O KOMHATBI
nponasiieir Ocmupsl, Jlutecca yxe Bena cedsi peAeIbHO CO-
OpaHHO, Ka3aJI0Ch, AK€ HECKOJIBLKO OYTHUIOK BBHIMUTOTO paHee
QJIKOTOJISI YK€ BBIBETPUJIOCH U3 €€ KPOBH, TOrJa Kak OHa cama
TO U JIeJI0O OCMaTpUBajia Kaxplil canTumeTp nosa. Cieapl Hor,
KOTOpbIE OHA YMYAPUJIACH Pa3IJIsiIeTh, ObLIM CIUIIKOM XaO0THUY-
HBI, TI0O9TOMY 3TOT IyHKT OBbLT Cpa3y ke BBIYEPKHYT elo. Torma
KaK HY JUTMHHBIX PIKHUX BOJIOC CITyXKaHKU, HU CJIEIOB OOPHOBI,
HU KPOBH, HU CJICJIOB 10T, aOCOTIOTHO HUYETO TaKke He ObLIO
HaWIEHO.

— Ee ToOuHO He NOXUTUIIN, HO TaK Kak CJIEI0B HET, MOTY Tpe/l-
NOJIOKUTH JIMILb OJHO - OHa cama Kyaa-To yuuia. [Ipokisrse...



0e3 BUIUMBIX CJIeJIOB HOT TSIKEJIO TIOHSATH Ky/a.

JIutecca To 1 €10 OcMaTpuBaa Kakablid 3aKOYJIOK U CITyCTS
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT €¢ BHUMaHHUe BCe JKe MPUBJIEKJIa HeOobIIasi,
COBCEM KpOXOTHasl CTPAaHHOCTb. MexXly TOCKaMH, J1axe CJerka
UX OKpacuB OOHAPYKWJIACH 3eJIeHasl, TOX0Xasi HA HEMOHSATHYIO
KKy CyOCTaHIMSI, YKe TaBHO BbIcoX1asi. Bokpyr Hee Obutu efi-
Ba 3aMETHBIE CJI€bl HOT, CJIOBHO HA YTO-TO HACTYIIWJIA HOTOM.

— 41 He 3amMeTHIa HUYEero KpoMe 3TOrO... CIIOBHO 3[I€Ch KTO-
TO HACTYIWJI HAa YTO-TO, YTO OPBI3HYJIO TOU 3EJICHOU JKMKEH.
Mozxer 310 ea... UM MOXKET KyK KaKOU-TO?

JIutecca He MorvIa cienaTh HUKAKUX BBIBOJIOB, HA OCHOBE IO~
Jy4eHHoU nHpopmauuu. Kto-1o pazgaBui ey Wiu Kyka... 3To-
ro masno. [logHsBIIMCH, OHA MOTIa TOJIBKO OPOCHTH B3IJISA HA
XOIAILETO B3a[ BIIEpe]] JBOPELKOrO, YTO CTApPaTeJIbHO IMBITAJICA
OOHAPYKUTb YTO-THOO.

— ABryCTO, 32 MOC/EHIOn HeAeo Oblla e1a UM HAIUTKH,
MOXOKME HA ITY 3€JIeHYI0 KUKy ? M MOXET HaXOAWIA CTPaH-
HBIX HACEKOMBIX 7 TO MOXKET OBITh BaKHO, TAK YTO MOILyMaid XO-
Ts1 Ob1 HeMHOT0. — JloroBopus, JluTecca TyT e yKazaja Ha Haii-
JEHHYIO €10 3aLETKY.

He nponuto u mura, kak ABrycro, JInca u AXepoH 3auHTepe-
COBABILUCH TYT K€ MOJOLUIM K JIuTtecce, TO M IEJI0 MOOYEPEIHO
HaruOasich U C UHTEPECOM CMOTPS Ha YKa3aHHOE €10 MECTO.

— Huuero noxoxero He ObLJIO, KAK U HUKAKUX HACEKOMBIX.
— VBepeHHO OTBETMB M BUAA, YTO JIuTecca yxke CHOBa XOYer
€ro YKOJIOTb, ABTyCTO MOI' TOJIBKO 3aKaTWB IIa3a MPOJOJIKUATH



ropoputh. — ¢l yBepeH, Jlurecca, 4To HUYEro TakKoro He OBLIO.
Jlyuie nonpuaepxu CBOA KOJIKOCTH 1S CJIEAYIOIIETO pa3a, Xo-
poro?

VYcnbinas nocnegHue ciaosa Aprycro, Jlutecca b ycmex-
HYJIach, ISl HA IBOpelKoro. Bce ke y Hero NerCcTBUTENbHO
ObLJ1a XKMJIKA M HIOX, BE/Ib OHA KaK pa3 coOMpasiach CHOBA Ha3BaTh
ero uauoTom. Tem He MeHee yepe3 MIHOBEHUE BbIOpAchiBasi U3
I'OJIOBbl HEHYKHbIE MBICJIM OHA BHOBb BEPHYJIACh K HETIOHATHON
3€JICHOM KIUKe, JieNasi caMblil ITPeICKa3yeMblil BbIBOJI, YTO CKO-
pee BCero pas3IaBuiId IMEHHO HACEKOMOE.

KoHeuHo, 3T0 MOXeT ObITh MHOTO Yero, Ha4MHasi C Karwiy sija,
3aKaH4MBas TeM, YTO ABIYCTO BCE€ k€ WAMOT, HO 3TO MaJlOBe-
positHO. [lycTh OHa U He yuyeHasi, OIHAKO OHA JAOBOJIbHO CUJIbHO
YBEpPEHa, YTO 3[IECh HE BOOUTHCS HACEKOMBIE C TAKOW KPOBBIO, HE
rOBOpSI yke O ee OOWIMM, a 3HAYUT STO CTAHOBUTCS MOYTH YTO
CTPaHHOM 3alIeTIKOM, KOTOPYIO 0€3 COMHEHUSsI HY)KHO PACKPHITb.

— B obmiem ecnu XoTtuTe MOMOYb, TO MPOCTO TOUIIUTE B
OKpYT€ UYTO-TO ITOXOXEE Ha 3Ty 3€JIEHYI0 KUKYy. — [loroBopus,
U JJaXke MpexJe, YeM TPUO pa3lesMBIIMCh yulo, JIutecca yxe
JIACKOBO B3IJIsIHYJIa HA AXepoHa. — AXEpOHYMK, a Thl JIyullle
OCTaHbCsI CO MHOM, TBOSI TIOMOIIlb MHE MIPUTOJUTCS.

VYenpimas nocnennue ciaosa Jlureccel, ABrycTo JIMIIb CY3UB
I71a3a IOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee, TOrJa Kak OHa B CBOIO OY€pe/lb JIMIIb
HeOpeKHO Mokana rie4yaMu. AXepoH ke COMHEBAJICS, YTO CMO-
JKET MIOMOYb, OJTHAKO HE CIIOPUJI, OCTABASICH PSJIOM C JIEBYIIKOIA.

— JIuTecca ThI Tymaenb TyT pa3aaBuin Hacekomoe? Ho naxe



€CJIM M TaK, KaK 3TO MOXET OTHOCUTbCA K nponasiieil Ocmupe?
— AXxepoHy Heuero ObUTO Jenath psgoM ¢ Jluteccoil, Beab oHa
SIBHO 3aMevaJla BCE HAMHOTO JIy4lIlle, YEM OH, [IO3TOMY OH ITPOCTO
HE MOI HE 3aaTh BOIPOC.

— MoxeT 1 HUKakK, HO 3TO €IMHCTBEHHAs CTPAHHOCTD. 3eJie-
Hasi )KMKA... Y KAKOro HaCEKOMOTO 3/1eCh TaKast KPOBb, TEM Oosiee
crosbko? — Jlutecca ¢ MUJION YABIOKOM MOCMOTpesia Ha Axepo-
Ha. — Her u Tesbua, a 3HauMT OHO ellle BUIMMO U BbUKIJIO. Kak
MHUHUMYM 3TO CTPAHHO ¥ MOTOMY HaJI0 IPOBEPUTD.
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