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3akpbiBas I71a3a U 3achllasi, MAJIbYMK 110 UMEHU AXEpOH U3 pa3a B pa3 BUIUT
yKacalolye KoIIMaphbl, YTO TPOAOJIKAIOT Tep3aTh ero Bo cHax. Ctpax, ykac u
JaXe TepIKOe OTYasIHAE OKYTBIBAIOT €r0 C KaX/IbIM Pa30M BCE CUJIbHEE, HO OH
MOHHUMAET, YTO ITO TOJILKO MpayHasi WJUTIO3US €ro CHOB... OJIHAKO JIUIIb /10 TeX
1op, MOKa KOIIMAap BCKOPE HE CTAHOBUTBHCS YKACAIOIIEH SIBbIO, UTO OKYThIBAET
CBOEH KYTKOU MayTUHON YyXe Bech OpeHHbIN Mup! "Bl clblliTe AaNeKuil menot
CKpuMyurx rojocoB? Chplmmre ux 0e3x)anocTHoe 3xo?! CIblmTe CTeHaHNS
OeCUrCIeHHBIX MyYE€HUKOB MOJISIIIIUX BBI3BOJIUTH UX U3 OECKOHEYHOTO MpaKa 1
TeMHOTHI?! JIoCTaTOUHO JIMIITL HA MUT OTJISTHYThCSI Ha3a[l, YTOOBI MOHSTh. .. KOIIIMAp
y’Ke CTOUT 3a Balllel ClIMHOM ! "
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Anap MareppamoB
OTOponmieHHast TeHb

Apka 1. Moe ums - Axepon. I'napa 1.
IlosyynTcs Jiv 1 MHe CTaTh repoem?

Cnabo KOJplOyHiada ¢B€4a TYCKJIO OCBClIa/la TEMHOTY KOMHATHI. Omna Kazajlach COBCEM Ooau-
HOKOfI, cBa JI1 CIIOCOOHOM 60pOTbCH C OKPY)KaIOI_HCﬁ cc TCMHOTOfI, HO TEM HE MEHEE OHA OblIa HE
OJHa. Tuxuil menect H3peaKa NepeBOpaYnBACMbIX CTPAHULL I'IOpOfI Pa3sHOCHJICA IO KOMHATE, a TOH-
KHE, CJIETKa ApOXKAIIUE OT BOJIHECHUSA IAJIbIbI ACPKAJIN KOHYUK CTPAHULIBI B OKUTAHUN OYCPEIHOTIO
NepeBopoTa, B TO BPEMA KadK IJIa34d €€ COBCEM IOHOI'O MaJIbYMKa CUSAJIN, HAITOJTHEHHBIE Ka3aJIOCh C
Ka)KIIOﬁ CCKYH,HOfI Bce Oojiee HapacTarnuM BOJTHCHHUEM.

Ha GonbI1ioM epeBsIHHOM CTOJIE JIeXKAIIO ellle HECKOIBKO MOTPENaHHbIX U MbLTbHBIX KHUT. Eciu
NPUIJISIETBCS, TO CKBO3b JIETKYIO TeJIeHY STOW MbUIM ObUTH BUIHBI MYKUMHBI Y KEHIIIUHBI, YbH TEJIQ
NPUHMMAJIY UHOTAA PUYYUTUBbIE, a TOPO U reporyecKyre mo3bl. Ha HEKOTOPBIX KHUrax OHU CTOSUIN
OJIMHOKO, HO TBEp/10, OYATO KaMeHHbIEe, HeroKoneOnMble cToObl. Ha pyrux ke, moszaam HUX Haxo-
AWJIOCh MHOKECTBO JIPYTHX JIOZIEH, CJIOBHO OBl TOTOBBIX MOAJEPXKATh BIIEPEH CTOSILETO B 00O
MrHoBeHue. Ha3BaHus y Bcex 3TMX KHHUT ObUIM pas3Hble, HO TeM HEe MeHee 10 HUM MOXKHO ObLIO C
YBEPEHHOCTBIO TIOHSATH JIMIIb OTHO — 3TO OBUTH PACCKa3bl O BEIMKUX IeposiX mporwioro. Hekoropoie
U3 HUX Cracajlyd MHp, Jpyriue NpUBHOCHIN J0OPO M MUJIOCEpIHe, a KTO-TO CTPEMIICS K HETOKOJIe-
OouMoN npyx0Oe U TI0OBU.

Manbunk MpoaOJIZKAI YUTAThb C HECKPbIBAEMBIM HACJIAXKICHUEM. HOpOfI N3 €ro pra JOHOCHJICA
THXHUI meroT, HaroJHEHHBIA TO YOAUBJIICHUEM, TO BOCXNIICHUCM. C KaXabIM ITPOYUTAHHBIM IIPEIJIO-
KECHUEM €I'0 TOH MHOI'Ta CTAHOBUJICA Ha NMOPANOK BbIIIE, HO 3TO HU KAIUIM HE MEIAJIO EMY, a CKOpEe
HaO60pOT CIIE CUJIbHEC MOI'PyKaJIO B UCTOPUIO, OITMCAHHYIO B KHUTIC.

— W torpa Benukuii repoit PaitMoH oOHaxwm1 CBOM Med, 4TO B MPUCYTCTBUU JyXOB 3allbLIajl
CBSAIIEHHBIM TUIAMEHEM, CIIOCOOHBIM UCTPEOHTH JTI000E 3710!

Manpumk THXO IIENTa, caM TOro He 3aMedad, KakK ¢ KaKJbIM CJIOBOM €TI0 HICIIOT CTAaHOBUJICA
BCE€ IrpoMYEC, a SMOLMHN TAK U BLIIIJICCKUBAJIMCb HAPYKY. On npoaoIKal TOPOIIMBO YUTATh, HO €TI0
PYKH IIOCTECIICHHO APOXKaJIM BCE CUJIBHEEC, HO OTHIOOb HE OT BOJIHCHUA. Ha mur on OTOpBAJICA OT
KHUTH, TIOCJIC YE€ro CIICHIHO IMOJHEC CBOU PYKHU KO PTY, IpUXKUMad UX U HAYUHAA MEIJICHHO BBIIbI-
XaTb BO34YyX B HAICKIC COI'PETh. B xomHaTte He ObUIO HU OKOH, HM BETpa, U OaKC BO3AYX HC Ka3aJICA
XOJIOAHBIM, HO TEM HE MEHEC MaJIbYUK BCE PABHO HE MOI' M30aBUTHCSA OT 03H068., OXBaTUBLICTO €I0.
Hewmnoro COrpeB pyKU CBOUM IObIXaHUEM OH TYT K€ ITPOAOJIKUII YATATh, CTAPAACh HE O6paIJ_IaTI> BHU-
MaHUA Ha XOJIOA U BHOBb BJIMTHCA B UCTOPUIO.

MI/IHYTBI MpoJieTajin Apyr 3a ApyromM BCJIC] 3a IMEPEBOPAYNBACMBIMU CTPAHUIAMMU, TOI'Id KaAK
MaJIbUMK BC€ 3TO BpEMA JIMIIb IIPOOOIKA YATATh B3axje0. TeM He MeHee YK€ CIIYCTA MUT' BAPYT
IOCJIbIIIAJICA CTpaHHLIfI CKpuIl, a B CJIE[] 3a HUM U YTO-TO OoJIblIIEe TTOX0Xee Ha 3aBbiBaHMs. CHavasia
OH HE 06paman Ha 9TO HUKAKOI'0O BHUMAaHHW A, OAHAKO CITYCTA I[Tapy MUHYT 3aBbIBAHU A CTAJIA €IIC oonee
I'POMKUMU U MPOAOJLKHUTEIIbHBIMU, OTYETO OH TYT K€ OIVIAHYJICA U IIOCMOTPEI B TEMHOTY ITO3a4U
ce6s. Ha ero u tak 6J'IC,I[HOM " XOJIOAHOM JIMIE TYT KE OTpA3UWJICA €€ U UCIIYT, HO TEM HE MEHEC
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NOJHABIIMCH OH CJIEJOM HEMEIJIA B34 CBOU IICpGBHHHbIﬁ M€Y, aKKYpaTHO CTOHH.[I/IIjl BCE€ 3TO BpeMA
BO3JIE€ CTOJIA.

Toukas OneiHasA pyka MajlbuMKa, OOJIbIe TIOXOKask Ha BHICOXIIYIO BETKY CKaJla JePEBIHHYIO
PYKOSITh, OTHAKO €r0 3aMep3IIe MaIbIIBI CJIETKA YTPATUIA IyBCTBUTEIBHOCTD, OTYEr0 Med 4yBCTBO-
BaJIcsl ceiiyac OCOOCHHO He MPUBBIYHO. JIeBOW PYKOM MOMHSB CO CTOJIA TIOYTH MOTACIIyI0 CBEYY OH
MPOTSHYJI ee TIyOXe B TEMHOTY, HO Ta e/IBa JIM MOIJIa pa3BesiTh ee BOKPYT cedsl, He TOBOPs yxke 000
Bcell koMHate. OJTHAKO Jaxe TOro HeOOJBIIOro CBeTa XBAaTHJIO, YTOOB! YBUIETh YaCTh KOMHATHI,
3aCTaBJICHHOM CTeJIIaXKaMu, 4TO ObLIH TIePETIOIHEHbI MHOKECTBOM Pa3HBIX KHUT, CPE/IM KOTOPHIX HE
ObLIO HU OfiHOM HOBOW. Kakaast M3 HUX, Ka3ajaochk, OblIa YKacCHO CTapoOi M TIOKPHITON MBUIBIO, YTO
camo 1o cebe HABOIMJIO Ha MBICIIh O 3aIyIIEHHOCTH 3TOM CBOETO pojia OMOIMOTEKH.

3aBBIBAaHUSA K€ B 9TOT MOMEHT HE MpeKpaaJIuCb HU Ha MUT, a HaO60pOT CTaHOBUJIMCDH JIMIIb
HaropucTee, B TO BpEMA KaK CaM MaJIbUMK BUICJI €ABa JIX Ha ABa 1Iara Briepeanu ce0s. Tem He MeHee
CTUCHYB 3y6]:.l " B34B CMCJIOCTb B KYJIAK, OH CJICAOM YK€ MCIOJICHHO HAITPABWUJICA B JAJIbHIOK YaCTb
KOMHATBI, [T0 COBMECTUTEJILCTBY TaM K€ ObUT U CIII/IHCTBGHHbeI BBIXOJ U3 HEC.

OH npoposkal MEIJIEHHO UTH B CTOPOHY 3BYKOB, KOTOPBIE KaK OKa3aJIMCh 3By4alld MPSMO 32
JAJIbHEM CTEJJIaKOM C KHUTaMH, KOTOPbIH CTOST IPAaKTUYECKU y caMoi BXxogHoH aBepu. OH ¢ Tpy-
JIOM CZIEpKUBAIT UCIYT, Tof0aipuBasi ceOst JIUIb (bpa3aMu U3 MHOKECTBA MIPOYUTAHHBIX UM KHUT O
reposix, Belb JIMILb 3TO Ka3aJOCh MOIJIO IIPUATh €My HEMHOIO CMEJIOCTH B OKPYKAIOILEH €ro TeM-
HOTE.

— Mot CBSIIIEHHBIN OTOHb CMOKET TOOOPOTH JII0OOE 3J10...

Mautpuuk THXO TporienTai (ppa3y U3 TOJbKO YTO MPOYUTAHHBIA UM KHUIHY, TOTAA KakK BCIE]
3a ero CJIOBaMH pa3Jiajics KaKOW-TO CIAABJICHHBIN IIIyM, OOJbIIIE MOXOXHH Ha XJonmok. OH TyT ke
noOJIeTHeI IMyIIe MPeKHEero, HO TeM He MeHee CTUCKUBasi 3yObl 10 00NN cpa3y ke 3aBepHYJI 3a CTeJl-
JlaX, Aepka nepesi CoOOM MOYTH MOTYXINYIO0 CBeUY U IPOKAIIHIA, Jaxe CUIbHEe TUIAMEH! CBeYH Med,
3aMaxMBasiCh UM KaK pa3 Mpy caMOM IOBOPOTE.

— By! — Kak TospKk0 Masibumk 3aBEpHYJI 32 YToJ1 BAPYT pa3faajics IPOMKUI KPUK, MTHOBEHHO
OLIEJIOMUBIIIMI €r0, OTUYETrO CBE€Ya U MeU TYT K€ BBICKOJIB3HYJIM U3 €T0 JIPOXKAIIUX PYK.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOT TOJILKO MCIYTaHHO 3aKpUYaTh OT CTpaxa, TYT ke Majas Ha KOJeHU U
XBaTasich PyKoii 3a cepatie. [1oT Hauast 3a7MBaTh €ro JIMIO, a JbIXaHUue COUIIOCh, OTYEro Ka3ajaoch, YTO
OH MOJKET 3aJIOXHYThCS B 1000 MoMeHT. Cepiie cTydaso ¢ OellieHol CKOPOCThIO, CJIOBHO cerdvac
OHO BBICKOYMT U3 I'PyaH, TOrAa Kak paCIIMPEHHBIC OT yKaca Ijia3a YCTaBUJIUCh Ha IBYX JCBYLICK, YbH
JIMIa CJIeTKa OCBelllasia yIaBIasi ¥ yxke 3aTyxaiomiasi cBeya. VX TpOMKUI, HAPOUUTO SI3BUTEIIHHBIN
CMeX 3By4Yas B €ro ymax Ha0aTHbIM KOJIOKOJIOM. OH Ka3aJicsi HACTOJIbKO HEPEATUCTUYHBIM, OTUErO
CTAaHOBWJIOCH TIOHSITHO, YTO OHH CJIOBHO BBIJABIIMBAIOT €r0 U3 ceOsl, HAMOMHSAS eXUICTBOM U 3JI0pajl-
CTBOM.

— YTO-TO TBOW CBSIIIICHHBI OrOHb 3aTyXaeT CJMIIKOM ObICTpo, AxepoH. — PaccmesBIICH,
AmMenus clieioM MOorJia TOJIbKO ¢ HACMEIIKOM yKa3aTh MajiblieM Ha MOTYXAoIylo CBeuy, OJHOBpe-
MEHHO C 3TUM MPOAOJIKAS EXUTHO CMESIThCS.
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Hwu onna u3 eByIek, ka3auioch, He oOpalnaia ceiiuac HIKaKoro BHUMaHHUsI Ha CAMOUYYBCTBHUE
AxepoHa, oT4yero Ha0J0/1as1 32 HUIMU OH MOT JIMIIb 3allIaKaTh, TOTAA KaK AbIIIATh eMy CTAHOBHJIOCH
BCE CJIO)KHEE C KaXk/bIM MPOWJEHHBIM MTHOBEHHEM.

— Hy u yero Tl 11a4enIb Kak JeBUOHKA? Yke Aaxke MOYTUTh Hesb3sl. — C yIpeKkoM ThIKHYB
B AxepoHa nasbiieM, Kamenus B 3TOT MOMEHT Jiake He oOpalliaia BHUMAHUS Ha €ro ClIe3bl U OOujLy.

— 3-3aueM BBbI T-TaK €O M-MHOW?! — 3apblaB elle CuibHee NMPeKHEro, AXepOH MOT TOJILKO
YCTaBUTBCS HA IEBYIIEK 3allIaKaHHBIMU IJIa3aMHU, B TO BpeMsI KaK CJIe3bl JIMIIb TPOA0JIKaIn 6e30cTa-
HOBOYHO JIUThCA U3 HUX.

Ero s3bik 3aruierasics, BeJjb CTpax 10 CUX MOP CKUMaJI €ro CBOel KOTTUCTOW PYKOH, a cepiie
601710 OT HEBBIHOCHMO# 00JTH, HO HE CTOJIBKO M3-32 BPOKICHHBIX TIOPOKOB M CITA00CTH, CKOJIBKO U3-
3a OOUIBL.

— Kak Tak? M1 ipocto nomrytiu! Tosbko morpoOyelb erne pa3 MaMe pacckas3arh Kakylo-
HUOY/Ib OYepeTHYIO BRIIYMKY U B CJICAYIONIHMIA pa3 He OTAeaebcsl Tak pocTo!

He nponuto u MraoBenus, Kak co ClAeAyIOIIMMU CJIOBaMU JIEBYIIKH TYT K€ MEpecTaid cMe-
SIThCSI, @ EXUACTBO UX CJIOB CMEHWJIOCHh HAa HETIPUSI3Hb, ITOUTH UTO HEHABUCTh. Kaskoe c1oBo, KoTopoe
OHU MPOM3HOCUIIY CEefYac B CTOPOHY AXEpOHa, ObUIO CJIOBHO HATIOTHEHO SIIOM.

— Wwmenno! Ecm Oynennb kanoBaThCs MJIAIIMIUN OpaTUK, TO JOMKEH MOHUMATh, YTO TeOs
JKOET.

B 3TOT MOMEHT AXEpOH MOT' TOJIBKO C HEBEPOSTHON OOMION TIOCMOTPETh HA CBOMX CECTep,
HE TIOHMMasl, KaK OHM MOIJIM TIOCTYITUTh C HUM TaK HM3-3a MOJOOHOW TIIYNOCTH, BE/lb OH JIa)ke MOT
yMepeThb, He TOBOPSI ke O TOM, YTO OH BOOOIIIe HUKOMY He kajtoBajics. OH X0Tel ObLJIO OTBETUTb, HO
€ro CeCTPHl yKe Hauallu yXOAUTb, Jake He COOMPAsICh €ro CIyIIaTh, OT YEro OH MOT JIUIIIb IIPOTJIOTUTD
CJIOBA, IPOJOJIKASI JEPKAThCs 32 CEpILE U NEPEBOAUTD JIbIXaHUE.

— AXepoH ¥ einie Koe-4t0. — [locMoTpeB Ha miaiiero 6para u yoeauBIIKCh, YTO OH 00pa-
THJI Ha Hee BHUMaHUe, AMENHs TyT e MPOJOJIKMJIA TOBOPHUTH, HAMOJHSIS KaXKI0€ CBOE CIedyollee
CJIOBO 0CO0OM HenmpusI3HbI0. — YnTail CBOM JEeTCKHe CKa3KM MOJYa, CIYHIaTh TOIIHO TBOM YOOTrHe
ppazoukn.

He JOXKHIAACh OTBETA, IEBYHIKU CJICOOM TYT K€ BbIINIIU W3 6I/I6HI/IOT€KI/I, C 'POMKUM XJIOII-
KOM 3aKpbIBasi 3a co00ii 1Bepb. CBeva K 3TOMYy MOMEHTY YKe 3aTyXJia, OT 4ero AXepOH MOT TOJIBKO
OCTaTbCA CUIACTH Ha 1101y B [IOJIHOM TEMHOTE U TUXO IUIAKATD.

TOJBKO CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OH HAKOHEI] CMOT' OT/ABIIIATHCS U IPUITH B ceOs1, C TPYAOM
TMIOTHMMAsICh Ha HOTH U BBITUPAsI CJIE3bI PyKaBOM cBoel pyOaiku. Bokpyr ceifuac Oblia KpoMelHast
TEMHOTA, HO TEM HE MEHEee OH CMOT HAalTW CBOW JIEPEBSIHHBIM M€Y, Heclellla MoIHMMas ero, Toraa
KaK ero 3aTyMaHeHHBIN Clie3aMU B3IJIsi] 0OpaTHiICS Ha CBOIO TOHKYIO, JPOXKAIIyl0 OT OCTAaBIIErOCs

cTpaxa pyKy.

— Pa3Be Takoii Kak s1 CMOXeT cTaTh repoeM...? Pa3Be pyka repost OyaeT TpsCTUCH OT cTpaxa?
— B 3TO0T MOMEHT B KOMHaTe MOT JIUIIH pa3aaTbCsA TUXUN IernoT, HaCTOJIbKO TI/IXI/II';I, YTO Kas3aJIoCh
€ro HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO YCIIBIIIATH HUKOMY KPOME CAMOTO TOBOPSIIIIETO.
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CnoBa cecrtep, Ka3alioch, Jake celyac OCTPbIM HOKOM BOH3AJIUCh B caMoe ceprue AXepoHa,
CJIOBHO OBI pa3pyliasi ero yBepeHHOCTh, YTO M TaK ObUIA MOCTpOeHa U3 recka. OH MOr JIUIIb CKaTbh
PYKOSITh CBOETO JIEPEBSIHHOTO Meva CO BCel CBOEl CHUIBI JIUIIh Obl U30aBUTHCS OT APOXKH, HO JIUIIIb
ocnabui ee. Kazanoce, modoe, fake camoe JIerkoe JyHOBEHHE BeTpa CIIOCOOHO BHOBb BHIPBATh MY
13 ero ciaboi XBaTKM, OTYErO OH MOT JIMIIb TOPbKO YCMEXHYThCSI.

— Iomnyuwurcs i u MHe cTath repoeM? —THX0 MpoIIenTaB U oKayaB roloBor, AXepoH MOT
TOJIBKO HIOJHSATH Yally C MOTYXIIEH CBEYOil, CJIeIOM YK€ HalpaBJsisich 0OpaTHO K CTOIY.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OKpY’Kaloliasi TEeMHOTa BHOBb CJIETKa paccesulach CBETOM IUIaMEHU
HOBOI1 CBe4H, a caM AXEpOH ycTaso ycescs Ha cTyJ. OTKpbITast KHUTa, KOTOPYIO OH HEAABHO YMTAJ,
BCE ellle 3Bajla €ro CBOel MHTEPECHOH NCTOpHEH, HO TeM He MeHee OHa ObLIa CO B3/I0XOM 3aKphbiTa U
OCTaBJIEHA Ha CTOJIE, TOMHO JI0)KU/AsCh CBOETO Yaca.

Henonro mymast, AXepoH BHOBb MIOIHSIJICS, M COOpPaB OCTaJIbHbIe KHUTH TYT e TPUHSIJICS pac-
KJIQILIBaTh X MO cTesutaxkaM. OCTaTOYHbINA CTpax Bce ellle JaBall 0 ceOe 3HaTh, 1a M 03HOO He JTaBal
TMOKOS$1, TIO3TOMY 3aKOHYMB YOUPATh KHHUTH [0 MECTaM OH COOpaJICs yXke YXOAUTh, KOTJIa ero BHUMa-
HUE BIPYT MPUBJIEKJIA JOBOJBHO HEOOBIUHAS HA BUJ KHUTA.

— Huxkorna He Bunen ee... M3 yero cnenana ata o6moxka? — JIocTaB 1 BHUMATENTBHO OCMOTPEB
KHUTY, AXGpOH HC YBUECI HU Ha3BaAHHWA, HU KaAPTHUHOK, HU aBTOPOB... HUYETO.

KHnura Obl1a 4epHOH, CJIOBHO CMOJIa, C HETMOHSTHBIMM TOATEKAMM, TOTJAa KaK Marepuas ee
00JIOXKKY He ObLT TTOXOX HU Ha IEPeBO, HU Ha KOXKY, HM Ha Kakou-m6o Metayur. OHa OblIa MpocTo...
CTPaHHOM.

Henonro nymas v npuHsB peleHre, AXepoH TYT jKe HarpaBuiIcs OOpaTHO K CTONY, CTaBsl Ha
HEro CBeuy M CJeJOM yCaXkuBasich Ha cTyil. Hemenss Oonee M CeKyH/IBI OH TYT K€ OTKPbUI KHHUTY,
OJIHAaKO, K €ro yIUBJICHUIO, TIepBasi CTpaHMIIa ObUIa MOJTHOCTHIO MYCTOM M YepHOM. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH
MOT JIMIIIb HETOQYIOLIE HAaXMYPHUThCS, CJEJOM JIMIIb BHOBb IIEpEBOpPAYMBAs OYEPEIHYIO CTPAHMILY.
Tem He MeHee He IPOILIO U MUTra, Kak €ro JIMIO YK€ IPUHSJIO OLIEJIOMJIEHHOE BhIpaKEHUE, BE/b
BMECTO MPHUBBIYHOTO TEKCTA U CTaHIAPTHBIX OYKB Iepell HUM MPeACTaad KaKue-TO UCKaKeHHbIE
HEsICHBbIE YepHBIe CUMBOJIBI, CJIOBHO HallaparnaHHble Oe3yMIIeM B XaOoTHUeCcKOM mopsiake. CTpaHuiia
OblJ1a YepHOM, KaK M CUMBOJIBI, OTHAKO UX BCE PABHO OBUIO OTYETIMBO BUIHO, BBI3bIBasi TEM CAMbIM
CJIOBHO OBI UYBCTBO aOCTPaKTHOCTH.

— Y-y10 3710...7 — IIloKMpPOBaHO TTPOOOPMOTAB, AXEpPOH MOT TOJBKO TIPOIOJIKAThH BIJISIbI-
BaTbCsd B CUMBOJIBI, CJIOBHO II0 HAMTUIO, KOrJa KaK CTPpaHHOE€ W HETIOHATHOC YYBCTBO YK€ Ha4dajlo
BO3HMKATh B TIIyOMHE €ro AYyIH, a cepille 3a01I0Ch B CAMOM HACTOSIIIIEM HEUCTOBCTBE.

OH XOTeJ TYT e 3aKpbITh KHUTY, HO €r0 PYKH CJIOBHO BPOCIIM B HEE, OTUYETO €ro JIMLIO MOIJIO
TOJIBKO MCKAa3UThCA OT yKaca, a caM OH ObUI CIOCOOEH JIMIIIb MaHMKyollee 3akpuyarb. Ho Kak Obl
TaM HH ObLJI0, BMECTO MCIYTaHHOTO Y 3BOHKOTO KPHKA... ObUIA JIUIIb THETYIIAS TUIIMHA.

Bce 3ByK#M CIIOBHO pa30oM CTUXJIM, OCTaBJIsisl OC/e ceOsl JIMIb AaJIeKUid XOp TOIOCOB, UTO 3BY-
yaj ceivac B ymax AXepoHa Kak HeKkasl, IepBO3/laHHasi MOIUTBa. He mponuio u Mura, Kak u3 ero
HOCa y’e MIOTOKOM XJIbIHYJIA ajlasi KPOBb, OKPOILISS BCIO KHUTY, TOT/IA KaK CITYCTs OYepeTHON MUT Ta
yXke Bcsl OblJTa TIOTJIOIIEHAa POeM XaOTHUECKHMX YePHBIX CUMBOJIOB.
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EnBa kpoBb ceityac BMTaIach B )KYTKYIO KHUTY, KaK Ta BIPYT Hayajla CTPEMMTENIbHO TasATh Ha
r1azax AXepoHa, CJIOBHO CHET IO AJISIIMM COJHIIeM. YepHasi, Bsi3Kasi, CIOBHO cMOJIa CyOCTaHIUS,
ObIBINIAsI IO HETABHETO BPEMEHH YEPHOW KHUTOM TYT K€ PACTEKJach IO €ro pyKam OT 4ero OH MOr
JIMIIb B YKace 3aCThITh, HE CIOCOOHBIA UTO-TUOO0 MPEANPUHSTS.

CJOBHO XKMBOE CYIIIECTBO, 3TO YEPHOE HEUTO TYT ke MOTSIHYJIOCh K €ro JIMIly, a caM AXepoH
MOT JIMIIIb TPOAOJIKATh O€33ByYHO KpHUaTh OT ellle OOJIBIIEro ykaca, OMHAKO JIaXe ero TPOMKHUI U
TIOJTHBIN OTYASTHUSI KPHK C JIETKOCTHIO TIepeOUBaJICSl XOPOM THICSTY TOJIOCOB, 3BYYAIIUX ceiuac, Ka3a-
JIOCh, 110 BCEMY MUpy!

He niporiio u Mura, Kak uepHasi cyOcTaHIUs1 Oe3yMHBIM ITOTOKOM YK€ HayaJla BIMBAThCS B €TI0
POT, YIIIY ¥ TJIa3HUIIBI, TOTA KaK XOp FOJIOCOB 3ByYasl BCe IPOMYE U I'POMYE C KaKIbIM MTPOMIEHHBIM
murom. Kazanock, cio0BHO BeCh MHp ceifuac BO3HOCUT O€3yMHYIO MOJIUTBY !

AXepoH ceiiyac MOT JIMIIIb YyBCTBOBATb MOWCTHHE HEBEpOSTHYIO Oonb. EMy Kazanoch, 4To
B HETrO 3QJIMBAIOT PACIPABJICHHBIA METAJLI, OT Yero OH MOT JIMIIb Oe33ByYHO BOIUThH, B TO BpeMs
KaK CJIe3bl HENPEpbIBHO CKaThIBAJIMCh MO €ro juiy. Ero co3Hanue Havajao pa3MbIBaThCsl U JIMIIb
TOJIBKO OJIHA TTOCJIEHSSI MBIC/Ib YCIIENa IIPOHECTUCH B €I0 CO3HAHUE, MPEXKE YEM OHO OKOHYATEIbHO
MIOMEPKJIO, YHECEHHOE TEMHOTOM M MPAKOM.

— IMomorwute.... [Tporry, KTO-HAOY/b... TOMOTHTE MHE...



A. MareppamoB. «OTOpOIIIEHHAS TCHb»

I'naBa 2. Hounoin kommap. Yacrs 1.

Mepnnenno OTKPbIB 3dCTIAHHBIC TJIa3a, AXCpOH MOTI' TOJIBKO 3aCKPUIIETb 3}76aMI/I, TOrga Kak €ro
OHEMEBIIAada pyka TO U ACJIO OTHaBdJla HEIPUATHBIMU ITYJIbCAUAMU, a4 CIIMHA IMPOTAKHO HbLUIA OT
6omu. Ero TEJIO, JaKE CJICTKa OKOUYCHEBIICEC OT XOJI0Aa, C CaMOI'0 POXKIACHUSA OBLUIO KpaﬁHC caa0bIM U
COH 34 CTOJIOM B OMOJIMOTEKH SIBHO cEMYaC HE HO,I[CIZCTBOBEUI €MY Ha IIOJIb3Y.

K HbIHe1IHeMy MOMEHTY Jake CBeua yke JaBHO MOTyXJIa, I03TOMY AXepoHa cefiuac OKpy:xaja
JIMUIb TYCTasi TEMHOTA U TOJIBKO B CAMOM KOHILIE KOMHATbhl CKBO3b 330D MO IBEPhIO MPOCAYNBAIIACH
MaJIeHbKasl T0JIoca CBeTa, CJIOBHO OKU/IABILAsS TOr0, KTO OTKPOET ABEPb.

— 4.... 3acnyn? — Tuxo npoGopmMoTaB, AXEpOH CJIEIOM MOT TOJbKO Hecrella MOIHAThCS, B
TO BpeMsI Kak B €ro rojioBe OyaTo Obljla caMasi HACTOsIIIasl Kallia.

BocnomyHaHus Ka3aJuch pa3MbITBIMU, U OH Jaxe He TIOMHWJ THOCJIeAHUE MTHOBEHUs Mepe
TEM, KaK 3aCHYTb. PaHbpllle TaKOro HUKOIAA He CIy4yasloch IO3TOMY 3TO HE MOIJIO HH IOKa3aThCs
ceffuac emy yxacHo cTpaHHbIM. Clierka rnoxJyornas cedsi 1o meKaM, 4To0bl B3OOAPHUTHCS, OH YKe ObLIO
HAaIlpaBUJICS] B CTOPOHY ABEPH, Kak BAPYT yKacHasi 00JIb HAIOJHUJIA €rO ToloBY. XOJOIHbINA HOT TYT
K€ HavyaJl CTeKaTh I0 ero CIUHE U JIMLY, a BOCTIOMUHAHUS BO3BPAILAIMCH C KaK/IbIM MPOLIEIIINM
MrHoBeHueM: [IpouTeHue MHTEPEeCHOW UCTOPUHU O BEJIMKOM Iepoe, UCHYT, M3/1eBaTesIbCTBO CEecTep
Y KOHEYHO... YepHasl KHura. Bce BocrioMMHaHusl ceifyac CIIOBHO HACWJIBHO M Pa30M BJIE3JIM €MY B
T'OJIOBY, CMEH$Isl COHHOCTh — YKaCOM.

He nporio 1 mura, Kak CXBaTHBILIKCH 32 T'OJIOBY, AXEPOH 3acTOHaI OT Oonu. BocmomMuHanus o
YEpHOW KHHTe, IPEBPATUBLIEHCS B CTPAHHYIO, IIOX0KY Ha CMOJTy CyOCTaHLIMIO, 3a0paBIIyIOCs B HETO,
9XOM OT/ABAJIOCh B I'OJIOBE YKAaCHOU OOJIBIO.

— D-3T0 AOKHO OBITh OBUT K-KOIIMAp... IPOCTO K-KOIIMap...

B sTOoT MOMEHT pasym AXCpOHa MOT TOJIBKO IIBITaTbCA CITMCATh BCE HA HpHCHHBLHCfICH Kommap,
HO BOCIIOMUHAHHA, IIPOHOCHUBIIIEECA B €r0 IoJIOBE OBLIN YyKacarouie Y€TKMMHU, a B 0COOEHHOCTH —
HCBOO6pa31/IMaH U MYYHUTECJIbHAA 00JIb.

CTan BCE CWJIbHEEC OBJIAACBAJI €TI0 CEPALICM, U NAKE OKPYXKAIIAA TEMHOTA Ka3aJlaCb BCE oonee
MpaQHOIZ, CJIOBHO HAITOJIHEHHAS CKPBLITbIMU YiKaCaMH. CHYX TO U ACJIO YJIaBJIMBAJI CTPAHHBIE 3BYKU,
CJIOBHO I'aJUTIOLIMHALIMHA, HAIIOJIHABIIUE €TI0 pa3yM. Ila>1<e T'Ae-TO B JaJIM OH TO U ACJIO CJIBIIAJICA XOP
T'OJIOCOB, YTO CJIOBHO OBl BO31aBaJI HEACHYIO MOJIUTBY. Tricstun O6T>C,ILCHHLIX T'OJIOCOB Ka3aJIMCh CTOJIb
TUXUMH, CJIOBHO MECTO, I'’I€ OHU BO3AaBaJIN1 MOJIMTBY, HAXOAWJIOCh OYE€Hb U OUCHBb NAJICKO. 9T0 Kaza-
JIOCH OOJIbIIIE WIITIO3UEN OCTABIIErOCS CTpaxa, HEXKEJIIN HpaBHOﬁ.

JIuip CITYCTd IMIapy MUHYT 00JIb B TOJIOBE AXCpOHa HAKOHECII CJICTKA YTUXJId, 4 CaM OH CIICIIHO
NOAHABIINCH, HAITPABUJICA IMPAMHWKOM 110 HAITPABJICHUIO K ABEPU. Ceiiuac €My TO U AOCJIO Ka3aJIOChb,
6y,I[TO OBl U3 TEMHOTHI 32 HUM Ha6J'IIOILaIOT OeCUrCIIEHHbIE V1a3a... CJIOBHO IO IIATaM 3a HUM UAYyT
CaMbI€ CTpPAIIHBIE €TI0 KOIIMApPBbI.

TosbKO A0MIA 10 ABEPU OH HAKOHELl CMOT CJIETKa pacciaadUThCs, TYT Ke MPOTATUBasA PyKy K
JBEPHON pyUKe, HO JJake MPex/ie, YeM OH ycIes OBEPHYTh €€, €0 pyKa BMUT 33/1poxKaiia, a Cepue
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CJIOBHO OBUIO TOTOBO OCTAHOBUTHCS B JI0OYIO ceKkyHy. [lonoca cBera, 4yTo 1O HeIaBHUX IOp Mpoca-
YHMBAJIaCh MOJL IBEPHIO MCYE3Ta, 3aMEeHsIsl COOOI0 ITTMHHYIO... M TAKYI0 MPAuHYIO TE€Hb.

— D-3TO0 JIOKHO OBITH KTO-TO U3 C-CIIYT WJIM MOXKET ObITh... M-MaMa? — Jlpoxka OT yxkaca,
AXEpOH MOT JIMIIIb MMBITATHCS YCIIOKOUTH Ce0s1, OJHAKO y HEro e[Ba 3TO MOJyvaaoch, TOrJa Kak ero
3yOBI JIUIIIb TIPOJOIIKAIIH MTPEJATENILCKU CTYYaTh IPYT 00 apyra.

OH MoHMMaJI, YTO TaM HE MOXET ObITh HUKOTO KPOMe TeX JIIOfIeH, KOTOPBIX OH 3HAJ, HO TeM
HE MEHee ero pyka He rocMeJia CIBUHYThCS HU Ha JIIOMM, KaK M TeHb, OHa OCTaBaJIach HETIOIBUKHOM
Jae CITyCTS IeyI0, Ka3aJaoCch, OECKOHEYHO JO0JITYI0 MUHYTY.

Tem He MeHee, 4eM OoJIbllie BpeMEHH IMPOXOIUIIO B TOM TOMUTEIBHOM OKMIAHUH, TEM CHJIb-
Hee yKac MpoIoJKasl HAMIOMHATh AXepoHa 10 CaMbIX KPaeB, 3aCTaBIIsisA €ro cepiiie OSmeHo CTyvarh.
BocnomuHanusi 0 YepHOM KHUTE TO U JIeJI0 BCIUIBIBAJIU B €r0 T'OJIOBE, a XOP THICSY TOJIOCOB, BO3HO-
CAIIMX MOJIMTBY, Ka3aJ0Ch CTAHOBWJICS JIMILBL Bce rpomue. EMy Ka3anoch, 4TO WILTIO30PHBIE PYKH,
CJIOBHO TSIHYILIMIECS 32 HUIM M3 TEMHOTBI TI03a1, MpUOIKaioTcs Bee Omrke. OH CIOBHO YyBCTBOBA,
KAaK ero 3arHaJii B yroJ, HO He Bparu Wiy 3BepH, a KoLmap, Ipecielyoluil ero BO Mpake 1 TEMHOTE.

— [I-noyemy tam jo0 cux nop kro-To crout?! Y-uyto 310?!

C KaxJIpIM MPOUJEHHBIM MTHOBEHHEM IaHUKa BCE CUJIbHEE OBJIajieBajia cepiiemM AXepoHa,
BE€b JAXKE IO MPOIECTBUN HECKOJILKUX MUHYT MpadyHasd U JJIMHHAA TEHb 3a JIBCPbIO TaK U HE CABU-
HyJack ¢ Mecta. OHa J1a)ke He IIeBeIIach, CJIOBHO ropa, OHA JIMIIb HEMOKOJIEOMMO CTOsiJIa 3a JIBe-
PbI0, O)KUJIAs TTIOKA HAKOHEI] OTBOPUTCS JIBEPb.

AXepoH ke B 9TOT MOMEHT OOsIJICS JIake MOIIEBEIUThCA, MY Ka3ajloch, YTO TEMHOTA 00BOJIA-
KHMBAeT ero Bce CHIIbHee ¢ KaXIbIM ITPOUICHHBIM MIHOBEHEM. MUHYTH BpeMEHH TSHYJIUChH JIJIS1 HETO
CJIOBHO JIOJITIMH YaCaMHU. .. TIOKA HAKOHEII He Pa3/IaJiCs rOJIOC MOXOKHUI Ha PO U3MYUEHHBIX TOJIOCOB.
['onoc HY MOXOKUI HU HA YETOBEUSCKUU, HU Ha 3BEPUHBINA, TOJIOC, HAIIOJTHEHHBIA JIUIIH 3710001 U
Oe3ymueM, 4TO OJIMIIETBOPSIIO COOOM JIUIITh OJJHO — KOITIMap.

— MBI... YYEM... CTPAX...

B TOT Mur, Korma mpo3Byyalsl TOT YKacalolUil rooc AXepoHy Ka3aloch, 4YTO OH YMpPET OT
cTpaxa B 3TO e MraoBeHue. CioBa cyIiecTBa ObUTH HEy3HaBaeMbl, HO YTO MMEHHO OHH TOIpasy-
MEBaJI OH BCE PAaBHO KaKUM-TO 0Opa3oM CMOT MOHSATh. YKac, YTO OH MCHBITAN ObUIO He TiepeaaTh
CJIOBaMH, a ero OOJIbHOE ceplle OMIOCh C TAaKOW CKOPOCTBIO M SIPOCTBIO, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch OHO MOXKET
OCTQHOBHTHCS B JMI0OOE MTHOBeHHE. TeM He MeHee OHO CIIOBHO M HE MOIJIO 3TOTO CHIeNaTh...

— Yo 310?! Y-urO 310 Takoe?! Benukass MaTh MOMOrM MHE, N30aBb MEHS OT 3J1a CYIIETO,
MOJII0 TeOs!

XoJoIHBIMA MOT cefiyac HEMCTOBO CTEKas MO CMHEe AXEpoHa, a ero JIMIIO MOIJIO JIMIIb UCKa-
3UThCA OT yxkaca. OH MeIJICHHO HaYaJl OTCTYNaTh, Oe33ByYHO YMTask MOJUTBY, HE CMes U3JaTh HU
€IMHOTO 3BYKa, OOSICh TOTPEBOKUTH HEUTO, CTOsIIEe 32 ABepblo. OHAKO, CTOMJIO MOJIUTBE TIPO3BY-
YyaTb B €ro rojioBe, Kak T€Hb 3a IIBCprO TYT JK€ HavaJla UCKaXaTbCsd, CJIOBHO nepraﬂcr, B KOHBYHL-
CUdX, a 1yMm, HpOHOCHH.IHfICH 3a HGI?I B 9TOT MOMECHT, 6bIH ITOXO0XK Ha CTpeKOT 6€C‘II/ICJIGHHLIX CFyCTKOB
W3BUBAIOIIUXCS HACEKOMBIX.
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JIBepHast pydka BIpYT INEJIKHYNA, a caM AXEpOH B 3TOT MOMEHT UyTb HE 3aBONWII OT yKaca,
enBa caepxkuBasi ceOsl M MPOJoKasi OTCTYINATh Ha3ajl, JKejasl JIMIIb YCTIeTh CIIPSTAThCs 3a IIKad.
Koraa nBepb HEOKUAAHHO paciaxHy/Iach OH KaK pa3 CKPbUICS 32 HUM, TYT XKe 3aje3ast Ha HWKHIOI
MyCTYIOIIYo MoJIKy. OHa Oblia KpaiiHe y3KOW U MaJICHBKOM, HO JOCTaTOYHOM, YTOOBI 9-JTe THHIA TOIHIA
1 OOJbHOM MJIBUYMK CMOT B HE€ TIPOTHUCHYThCSI.

Ho kak Obl TaM HM ObLIO, JBEpPb yke ObUIA OTKPHITA... 2 HEYTO, YTO CTOSUIO B STOT MOMEHT
B JIBEPHOM IIpoeMe ObLJIO CIOBHO CaMHM OJIMLIETBOPEHHEM CJIoBa KomMap. JIMK, UCKaKeHHBIH OT
O0MH, CTpaJaHus U HACIAXACHHS YIbIOAJICS OT yXa /10 yxa. [J1a3HuIe ObUTM U3beaeHbl OeCUrClIeH-
HBIM pOEM HACEKOMBIX, U3 KOTOPBIX CIIOBHO OBl 1 COCTOSIIO 9TO HEBUJAHHOE paHee, CIIUTOE U3 KyC-
KOB Pa3HbIX CYIIECTB HEUTO. DTO ObLT MOHCTP, Ka3aJ0Ch, KOTOPOTro 00sj1ach Jlake cama TeMHOTa. Y
HEro ObLIOo YCTBIPE PYKH, IBE U3 KOTOPBIX OBLIH HACTOJIBKO JJIMHHBIMH, 4YTO KaCaJIUCh I10JIa, a ABE
ApyTue, BHIXOAAIINE U3 TPYJHOU KJIETKH, ObLITM Y)KaCHO KOPOTKUMHU, IMyXJIBIMU . IETCKUMH. Tem He
MeHee UMEHHO OHU U JIepKaJIi UICTOYHUK CBETa — MPAYHBIN COCY/, HATOMHUHAIOIIUI JIAMITY, HATION-
HEHHYIO0 OECUHCIICHHBIMH IJ1a3aMH1 YOUTHIX UM CYILIECTB U CBETAIIMMHUCS B OECKOHEYHOM Mpake. Oun
3TU OBUIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, HAMIOJIHEHBI y’KaCaMU, CJIOBHO HE 3HAIOIIME TOKOs JIaKe MOCJIe CMEPTH CBOETO
ObIBIIIEro oOagaTess.

AXEpOH ke B 3TOT MOMEHT, CIIPATABIIKCH HA HUKHE MOJIKE U IPUKPBIB POT pPyKaMu, MOT JIUIIIb
MPOJOJIKATh OE33BYYHO YUTATH MOJIMTBY B HAJIEK/IE Ha CIIACEHHE, TOT/IA KaK CIIe3bl YK€ HEPEPhIBHO
CTeKaJI 1o ero mekaM. OJJHaKo OH He CMEJI JaKe ABIIIATh, CTPAIIACh, YTO YKACAIOIIEe HEUTO, CTOSA-
1iee HbIHE B ABEPHOM IIPOEME CMOKET YCJIBILLIATH €TO.

K ero HecuacThlo, yxkacaioliee CyIIECTBO Aaxe TaK HE MEMJIWIO, YK€ HAauMHas HECIHEIHO
HAITPaBJIATHCS MPSAMUKOM IO HANpPABJIEHHUIO K 1IKady, B KOTOpoM ToT npsitajics. Ero mogodue Hor,
OoJIBIIIE TIOXOXKEe Ha OCTpPhIe OYTphl M3/1aBAJI0 HEPAaBHOMEPHBIH CTYK ITPU XOIb0e, TOraa Kak caMo OHO
CJIOBHO IePEBAIMBAIIOCH C HOTH Ha HOT'Y. J]ake Kak 110 CYIIECTBO, YKe BhI3bIBAJIO TAHMYECKHUI yKac
1ecTByIomien KaracTpodal... C KakIpIM [IarOM OHO CJIOBHO Pa3BaJIMBAJIOCh HA KYCKH, a OeCUnCIIeH-
Hble HACEKOMBIE TIAJ]aJIM HA TIOJ, CIIEIIHO CTapasich 3a0paThcsi 0OPATHO B IUIOTh, Yepe3 IIBU CBOETO
MpPa4YHOT'O FOCTIO/INHA.

— Benukas maTh... criacu MeHHL... YMOJIAIO BbITAIII MEHSA U3 9TOIO KOHIMapa! — AXGpOH MOr
JIMIb IIPOAOJIKATh YUTATh MOJIMTBY U HAACATHCA HA 4yAO, HO CTYK CTAHOBUJICA JIMIIb BCE onmxe u
OMKe K HEMY... CJIOBHO 3HAMCHYs KOHCI, 1 HOBO€ Ha4YaJjl0, OCBEIIAIOIIEE TEMHOTY CBOUMM IJ1a3aMU
B JIaMII€ Y>KaCHOI'o CyleCTBa.

He npomiio v HeCKONbKUX MTHOBEHUH, Kak 4epe3 JbIpy B MOJKE OH YK€ CMOI YBUAETh HOTU
CTPAIIIHOTO CYIIECTBA HEJIAJIEKO OT cebs1, Kak U OECUMCIIEHHBIX HACEKOMBIX, KOTIOIIAIUXCS ¥ TIOJI3Y-
KX BCJIE]] 32 CBOMM XO35IMHOM, CJIOBHO yKacartoiui riail. [Ipocto yBuzieB 310, Ka3aiock, HEBOOO-
pa3uMoN 3pesuIe, CTpax, UCTIHITAHHBI AXEPOHOM B 3TOT MOMEHT, ObLT MOUCTHUHE HeBbIpa3uM. OH
HE IPOCTO CKOBAJI pa3yM M TeJO, HO U Jyly...

HcnbiThiBast CTONb HEBOOOPA3UMBIH yKac, AXEpPOH B 3TOT MOMEHT JaXxe He IMOCMeI MPOJoJi-
JKaTh YATATh PO ceOsl MOJIMTBY, CTPAIIACh, YTO Jake TO CIIOCOOHO MPHBJIEYh BHUMAHKE YKAaCHOTO
MoOHcTpa. OH 00sIC... OH OOSUICS, UTO JAaXe €ro MBICIU OYIYT YCIIbIIIAHBL. ..

Tem He MeHee, e1Ba MOJIUTBA B MBICJISIX AXEpOHa NepecTaa 3Bydyarb, Kak CYIIECTBO B 3TO ke
MI'HOBEHHE BJIPYT HEOKHMIAaHHO 3aMepJio, CJIOBHO HaBEKU 3aCThLIO BO BpeMeHU. Kazanoch, oHO BMuUr
YMEPJIO... YTPATHIO XU3Hb. HO OTHIOAB... 3TO Obl1a OBl JIMIIb CAAKAsl JIOKb, Be/lb OSCUHMCIICHHBIE
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HACEKOMBIE TO BIOJI3AIONINE, TO BHIMOI3AIINE U3 MHOKECTBA IIIBOB CYILECTBA JI0KA3bIBAJIM HUUTO
MHOE... KaK ero BeUHYI0, HeTJICHHYIO U13Hb! CyIeCTBO JIUIIb OCTAJIOCHh CTOSITh B OECKOHEYHOM OXKH-
JaHUH, KOT/Ia HAKOHEeIl CMOXKET MOXKaTh TeX, KTO 3aIlTyTasl BO Mpake...

— Y-uro 3710 32 cymiectBo?! Kak nomodHoe M-mosxeT BooOmie kuTh?! Kak oHO Morio oka-
3aTbCs 3/1€Ch... B MoeM floMme?! YUTo ¢ poauTensiMu, rjie Mou cecTphbl?!

AXepOH HE MMOHHMaAJI, 4YTO IMPOUCXOAUT, JPpOKa OT yKaCa OH MOT JIMIIb ITPOAO/IKATL CMOTPETH
Ha HOI'M CYIIECTBA U OeCUMCIIEHHBIX HAaCEKOMBIX, BXOAAIIMWX W BBIXOOAIINX M3 HEIO. B ero rosose
BEPTEIUCH OeCcUnCIeHHbIE BOIIPOCHI, HO HX Ha OAWH M3 HHUX HC OBUIO OTBETA.

OH nponokal 1exarh Ha MOJKe, Jposka OT yKaca, CTpallach MOLIEBEIUTHCS, HO HE IbIIIATh OH
HUKAK HE MOT, [T03TOMY CIIYCTsI MUHYTY YTKHYBILIWCh B PYKY OH HAKOHEL| BIOXHYJI BO3yX, BHUMA-
TEJIbHO HaOMIoast 3a CTOSIIIMM HeJlasieKo cylecTBoM. HacekoMble, Ka3aioch, He 0Opaliaiv Ha HEero
HUKAKOI'O BHUMaHUs, a CaMO CYLIECTBO HE CMOIJIO YCIIBIILIATh €r0 TUXOTO M CIABJIEHHOTO [IbIXaHUS,
MPOJOJIKAs JIUIIb OE3MOJIBHO CTOSITD.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO YacoB CYIIECTBO TaK U MPOJIOIKAJIO CTOSITh, TOTAA Kak AXEpOH yKe J4yB-
CTBOBAJI ceOsl UCTOIIEHHBIM, KaK HUKOI/Ia paHee. Y Hero He ObUIo Obl CMEJIOCTH BBHIOPAThCS U3-TIOJ
9TOU TOJIKH, ecJi OBl HE OJJHO HO, 8 UMEHHO TO, YTO HACEKOMBIX, BBITION3AIOIINX U3 CYIIIeCTBa, CTAHO-
BUJIOCH Bce Oosbinie. OHM CJIOBHO OECKOHEUHBIN MOTOK BHIOMPATIMCH U3 MOHCTPA, PACIPOCTPAHSACH
BCe JaJjblie U aabiie. Ka3zaaock... UM HET KOHIIA.

— Ecim ponomky TyT JiekaTh HACEKOMBIE COXPYT MEHs 32)KUBO WM OJiaroiapsi KM MOHCTP
TOYHO MEH$ YBUIUT... MHe HY)KHO BBIOMPAThCS, KaK OBl CTPAIITHO 3TO HU ObLIIO. — AXEPOH IBITAJICS
COOpaThCsl C MBICJISIMH, HO €ro TeJO MPOAOJIKAIO HEMPEPHIBHO JAPOXATh OT ykKaca, He CIOCOOHOe
nioreBeMThcsl. — CoOeprch, AXepoH, MPOITY... COOSPHCh...

TombKO CIyCTs! HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, COOpaB BCIO CBOIO Pa30MTYIO B ITyX M IIPax CMENIOCTb, AXepOH
HAKOHEIl HauaJl MeJIICHHO M HECTIEIITHO BBIOMPAThCsI, CTAPAsCh HE M3aBaTh HU €IMHOTO 3BYKA.

Ero cepmue ceifuac OMJIOCHh € TaKOM SIPOCTBIO, YTO OH OOSUIICS, KaK Obl MOHCTP HE YCIIbIIIIAT
ero CTyK, HO BBIXOJa He OBUIO, OCTABAJIOCh JIMIIb ABUraThes Jajbiie. CymecTBo Bce ele CTOsUIO 3a
mKagoM, MOITOMY BBIOPABIINCH, OH ObLJT BHE €T0 OIS 3PEHHUS. .. €CJTH TAKOE TIOHATHE BOOOIIE ObLIO
NPHCYIIE MOI0OHOMY YyJOBHILLY.

[Mpomomkast akKypaTHO IIarath B TEMHOTE, AXepOH BCKOpe yxke oboren mkad U 3arisHyI
Yyepes ero Kpai Ha APYyryio CTOPOHY U TOJIBKO TOT/Ia OH HAKOHEIl YBHJIEI CO CITUHBI yKacalollee HeUToO
B TIOJIHOM ero ooimuue. B ero mia3ax TyT ke MOTEMHENIO OT HUCIBITBIBAEMOrO UM ykaca, a KUBOT
CKPYTUJIO B PBOTHOM ITO3BIBE, HO C/IEPXKABIIIHCH, OH BCE K€ CyMeJl OTBECTH B3MIsA. Jlake BCIIOMUHATD
00 3TOM MOHCTpe OBLIO ISl HETO MCIIBITAHUEM, Be/lb HACTOJILKO OTBPATUTEIFHBIM M U3YBEPCKUM OH
OBLTI.

— T-Takoro He MOXeT ObITh... TAKOTO TIPOcTO He cymectByer! A crumo! S crumo! MHe He cOe-
’KaTh OT HETO... OT TAKOT0 HEBO3MOKHO COEKATh... HEBO3MOXKHO. ..

Horu AxepoHa TyT e MOAKOCHIIMCh, @ CaM OH OECIITyMHO TpHCell, He CIOCOOHBIN J1ake CTO-
SITh OT UCHIBITBIBAEMOTO UM YKaca. Buj 3Toro MOHCTpa Ka3ajioch CIOCOOEH COKPYIIHTH J1aXke BOJIO
BEJIMKOTO Tepost. B pacckazax, KOTOpbIE OH YUTAJL... AaXe B HUX He ObUIO CTOJb YKACHOTO CYIIIECTBA. ..
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— M-mHe He cOexarh... Beukuii repoit PaiiMoH... 1axe OH He ofoses Obl IOJOOHOTO MOH-
CTpa... A MOXKHO JI BOOOIIIE O/I0JIETh HEUTO MO00HOE?

[Tpocues ere HECKOIBKO MUHYT AXEPOH CMOT BHOBb B3STh ce0s1 B PyKH U HAOPABIIINCh CMe-
JIOCTH CHOBA 3aIJIsTHYJI 3a Kad, OHAKO, K €ro ele OoJbIIeMy yKacy, MOHCTpa TaM yxke He ObUIO...
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I'naBa 3. Hounoin kommap. Yacrs 2.

Koma AXCpOH yBUECII MMYCTYIOIEE MECTO, 3aHATOEC IO HEJABHEIO BPEMEHU OTBPATUTCIIbHBIM
MOHCTPOM, €Io cepaue TyT K€ MPOITyCTUIIO yaap. EMy Kas3aJoCb, YTO TOT Ha6J'IIOILaCT 34 HUM M3 TCHU,
HO OINIAACBIINCH OH HE 3aMETUJI CBETA JIAMIIbI, YTO ACPKAJIN MAJICHbKHEC PYYKU CYIIECTBA. I[a>1<e Xop
JaJICKUX I'OJIO0COB, YTO 6CCHpeprBHO BO3aBaJl MOJIMTBY HadaJl OTAAJIATHCA C KAXKIbIM HpOﬁI{CHHHM
MI'HOBEHHEM, a4 BCKOPE TaK 1 BOBCE UCUC3. I[axce OeCcUnCIEHHBIE HACCKOMBbIC, YTO BCIOAY MMO3JIM BMUT
HUCYEC3JIM... KaK U UCUYE3 UX 66CKOHC‘IHLII>1, Y)KaCaIOIJ_[I/Iﬁ W HaIlOJIHEHHBIA roJIoAOM CTPEKOT.

— Bwmwr crano tak txo... CoBceM Huuero He cibiiHoO. H-Heyxenu moHcTp ymen? — Hcmy-
TaHHO Pa3MBIIILISA, AXEPOH HAKOHEL! CMOT XOTsI OBl CJIerka pacciabuThCs, TOria Kak THIIMHA ceiyac
CJIOBHO OKYTaJIa €ro CBOMM OJ1a)kKeHHBIM CaBaHHOM.

ITocne HECKOJMBKMX YacoB, MOIOIIUX B €ro rojoBe MHOKECTBOM rOJIOCOB, KaK MU YyXKacCalolleM
CTPEKOTOM KOIIOIIAMUXCA TTOTYUIL HACCKOMbBIX THUIIMHA Ka3aJlaCb I(paﬁHe HCHPHBBIQHOﬁ... Jaxe
HEMHOI'O HYFaIOHJCﬁ.

— Hapno koro-HuOyap HAlTH... XOTb KOro-HUOYb... — [[poxka oT cTpaxa, AXepoH CJIeIoM MOT
TOJIBKO Ha MOJKOCUBILIMXCS HOTax IIar 3a IaroM NpuOIU3UTLCS K JIBEPU.

BBIFJ'I}IHYB B KOpUIOP U HE 3aMETUB HUYCTO HCO6LI‘{HOFO, OH MOI' TOJIbKO HECIIEIITHO U OCTO-
POKHO HAITPABUTHBCA B CTOPOHY KaOMHETa CBOEro oTha. HOMCCTLC, B KOTOPOM OH XWUJI OBUIO HE
MaJICHbKUM U IIYTb NPEACTOAT HE 6HH3KHfI, HE IrOBOpPA YK€ O TOM, YTO IO HEMY XOOUJIO CTOJIb yKacC-
HOC€ 4yJOBUIIIC, 0€e3 COMHEHUSI IMPOTUB KOTOPOTI'O Y ACBATHJICTHETO MAJIbYMKaA HE OBLIIO U IIIaHCA.

CHYCTH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT XOI[L6BI AXCpOH YK€ Npolel 9aCTb IIYTU U AOLIET 1O KOMHATHI
CBOHUX CECTEDP. On xoten HpOfITPI MHMO, HO TTOIIPOCTY HE CMOT', JIMIIb IMOAXOAA K IBEPU U IIPUCTIOHAACH
K Her YXOM. K COXaJICHUIO, €IMHCTBEHHOEC, YTO OH CJIBIIIAJI ObLJ1a TOJIBKO MpavHa#, BCCO6'LCMJIIOH_[8.H
THUIIIMHA.

Tem He MeHee [lake TakK, OH JIMIIb MPOAOJIKAs BCIAYIIUBATHCS, B HAJEKAE YJIOBUTH rojioca
CBOUX CECTEp, YTO KaK M OH, CMOIVIM CIPATaTbCA BO BCEM 3TO Koumape. OJHAKO CITyCTs LENyI0
MUHYTY TUIIMHBI, KOTJa AXEPOH YK€ XOTel OTOWTH OT JBEPH, OH BIPYT CMOT YCJIbIIIATH HEOKHUIaH-
HBIM M TUXUH, HO TAKOM 3HAKOMBII TOJIOC, 3ByYalllui, Ka3aJoCh, PSMUKOM 3a JBEPbIO.

— Bparuk... moMoru MHe... mpouty Teos... — EaBa HeoXuJaHHbIA 1 YMOJISIOIUIA ronoc Ame-
JIMU pa3Jiaicsl ¢ APYroi CTOPOHBI ABEPU, KAK KPOBb TYT K€ OTXJIbIHYJIA C JIMIAa AXEPOHa, a caM OH
MOT JIUIIb YKaCHO MOOJIETHETb.

Pe3ko oTcTpaHuBIIKMCH OT ABEPH, OH MOT JIMILIb 33/1pOKaTh, TOTAA KAK CJI€3bl YK€ BMUT OTEKJIH
u3 ero ra3. Ero nporsHyTas K IBEpHOHN pyyKe pyKa ceiiyac HEMCTOBO APOXKaa, CJIOBHO OCHHOBBIN
JIUCT Ha 0e3XaJIOCTHOM BETPY, HO OHa TaK M He IIOCMeJla OTBOPUThH POKOBYIO ABepb. Kazanock, yopas
yXO OT JBEPH OH JOJIKEH ObLJ1 BHOBb BEPHYTCS K MYTalOILEH TUILIMHE, HO OTHIOAb, XOP F0JIOCOB, BO3HO-
CSIIX MOJIUTBY M T'OJIOC MOJIbOBI CECTPBI JIMIIb MTPOAOJIKATh 3BYYaTh B €ro roioBe HabaTHBHIM KOJIO-
KOJIOM.

— HpOCTI/I MCHA... [IPOCTU MCHH... IPOCTU MEHA... — AXCPOH MOT' TOJIbKO TOPECTHO I1JIaKaThb,
TOrJa Kak €ro cepaue, Ka3ajloChb, CKUMAJIIOCh OT HEHNCTOBOH OOJIN.
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MonbObl cecTpbl BCKOpe TIepepOcyv B yKacalolie KpUKU, HO OH TaK W MPOJIOJIKAN CTOSITS,
JIMIIb OECCUITBHO phifiast. XOp TOJI0COB, Ka3aJIoCh, YKe PEBEJ y HEro B TOJIOBE, @ BMECTO THICSY, CJIOBHO
BOCIIEBAJIA MUJIJTMOHBI. ..

— 51 Tpyc... S LB KAJIKUA TPYC...

[Tnaya u cxuMasi pyKoil crydaiiee oT O0JM cepiiie, AXepoH CIeJIOM OKOHYATeJIbHO OTCTpa-
HWJICA OT ABEPH, HAIIPABJIAACH AAJIBIIC 110 KOPUAOPY. Yem JaJabII€ OH OTXOOUJI, TEM CUJIbHEEC TUIIIMHA
BHOBb OKYThIBaJIa €T0, MIOKA T0JI0CA U BOBCE HE UCYE3IIH.

JIvib crycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, KOrAa AXEpOH yXke yIIes JajeKko BIepes, ABEph HaKOHELl
OTBApHJIACh, a MPSIMO Ha MOPOTe CTOSLJIO yKacaloliee MHoronukoe uygosuiie. Kaxnoe u3 ero 6ecuuc-
JIEHHBIX JIUI] OBUIO HAMOJHEHO CTPAAaHUSAMM U OOJIBbIO, TBEPASAIIUE U3 pa3a B pa3 JIMIIb CBOM Ipe[-
cMepTHbIe peun. Ul cpe STUX COTeH yTepsHHBIX BO MpaKe JIUII, ObLIO OAHO OCOOSHHO MPEKPacHoe,
TBEPAALLEE JIMIIb OJHO:

— Bparuk... TOMOTY MHe... IpoIry Teos...

B 3TOT MOMEHT AXEpOH MOT TOJBKO MPOIOIKATh UATH K KaOMHETY CBOETO OTIa, pbigasi OT
rieyasti M HeBeposiTHOM 0oy B cepriie. OH ykacHO HeHaBuieN cebsl... HO ceiiuac OH MOT JIMIIIb CHOBA
Y CHOBA IIPOXOJIUTB Nepe]] Pa3IMuHbIMU ABEPSIMU ITOMECTbS, TOT/Ia KaK 3HAKOMBIE IojIoca OTTyja TO
¥ JI€710 B3BBIBAJIM K HEMY, [TPOCs O TIOMOLIIY, CIIACEHUH, A TIOPOU ¥ CMEPTH...

Onu mMonmuiy, Iiakaau u crpagaiu. EMy ka3anoch, 4To OH monajl B yKacHbI KOILIMap, U3
KOTOPOTO BbIXOJa HATU eMy yKe He cyxkJeHo. Kaxaplil pa3 ronoca 3Baju €ro... U KaxJplil pa3 OH
JUIIb Tpoxoaut MuMo. C Kak0i MPOMyIIEHHOW UM ABEPBIO, C KaX/IbIM Y3HABAEMbIM U UTHOPUPY-
eMbIM MM TOJIOCOM €My Ka3aJioch, YTO OH TepsieT YaCTHUKY CBOel coOCTBeHHOM aynm. OH Tak XoTesn
HAWTU XOTh KOTO-HUOY/Ib, M Ka3aJI0Ch HAW/Is... OH JIMIIb MPOoIe] MUMO. Birykaaomui Bo Mpake,
OKPYKEHHBIH YKacaloIllMMHA MOHCTPaMH, YTO MOT C/IeJIaTh AEBATHICTHUI MaibuuK ? Mor jin BoooO1ie
YTO-TO CHEJIATh JaKe BEJIMKUI repoii?

JIvib crycTsi HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, Ka3aJl0Ch, HEBEPOATHBIX CTpaJaHui, AXepOH HaKOHEL| CMOT
YBUJIETD IBEPb B KAOWHET CBOETO OTIIA, B CBOIO OYepe/Ib MOIXO/sI K Hel Kak MOXHO ObicTpee. Tem He
MEHee CTpax, yXKac ¥ pacKasHUe JIIIIb MPOJOJIKAIM OKYThIBATh €ro Tesio U pasyM. OH Tak 0osuics...
OH OOsIICS, YTO JIaKe 3[eCh OH YCIIBIIIHT Te JKe caMble MOJIbOBI 0 TIomolu. Ho emy morpocty Gosibiiie
HHUYEro 0CTaBajioCh, a MOTOMY He MPOIUIO ¥ MCHOBEHHS, KaK €ro yXo yXe B CICAYIOIIUA MUT TIPH-
CJIOHWJIOCH K JiBepH... K cuacThio, He ObUIO HU MPOCKO O MOMOIIN, HA CTOHOB... HE OBbLJIO CJIBIIITHO
Jaxe JaJIeKOro XOpa rojIocoB, BHIHYKISHHOTO BOBHOCHTb, Ka3aJ0Ch Obl, BEYHYIO MOJIUTBY.

— TummHa...

AXepoH He 3HaJl paJIoBaThCs eMy WJIM HA0O0OpOT MyraThCsi, HO BHIOOpA Y HEro BCe paBHO HE
OBLI0, TIOTOMY YK B ClIeyIolllee MTHOBEHHE ero pyKa KOCHYJIACh IBEPHOW PYYKH ¥ OTBOPHJIA IBEPb.
Cepatie OMI0Ch Kak cymaciie/inee, Ka3aaoch B O6CKOHEYHOM OKHIaHUH, TOTIa KaK CITYCTSI MUT JieT-
KWIiA, HEO)KUIAHHBIN CKPUII yKe pa3faacs ot qepu. OH MOT TOJIBKO C YKacoM 0OepHYThCsI, HO 0311
Hero OblJIa BCe Ta ke TEMHOTA U MpakK, Kak U X0 YKe aJIeKOro CKpHIIa...

BcroMHUB 0 TOM, YTO IBEPh YKe CKOPEe BCEro OTKPbUIACh AXEPOH TYT e UCITyraHHO B3IJISHYT
00paTHO, HO KPOMe TeMHOTBI He ObLIO BUIHO OoJbIlie HU4ero. Jlajekuil Xop TojIoCOB BHOBL Havall
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3Byuarh B €r0 TOJIOBE, MOITOMY 3ai[is1 B KOMHATY OTIIa OH TYT 3aKpbLT 32 COOOM JBEpPb, OTYETO XOP
CJIEIOM YK€ HayaJl MEJIEHHO OTAAJISThCS.

— Huxoro Her... Heyxenu s ocrancs oguH... H-HO Kak... 4TO TOrga mpoMCXOQUT CHAPYXHU...
B mMupe?

AXepoH He MOHUMAJT, YTO TIPOMCXOIMT, KaK M He 3HAJI, YTO eMy JeJIaTh. 3aCHYB B OMOIMOTEKU
Y OTKPBIB IJ1a3a, OH OUYTHJICS B CAaMOM YKaCHOM CBOeM Kommape. Ho pa3Be ObIBAIOT Takue CHbI?
Pa3Be MokeT OH cefiyac criath U OJNyXkJIaTh B IPUCHUBIIIMMCS €My CHe?

— M-Mmoxer g u Brpsimb ciumio? MoxeT Bce 3To mpocto Kommap... H-Ho Kak... Kak MHe
MIPOCHYTbCA?

Hemenns, AXepoH cieioM TyT ke 00oIes BCI0 KOMHATy, HO B Hell He ObLJI0 HUYEero 0coOeH-
HOTO, a BCe ITPeIMEThl HAXOAMJIOCh TaM ke, T/e ¥ BCera, 0e3 Kakux-1moo n3MeHeHui. JIuibs TeMHoTa
¥ MpaK OTJIMYaJIM 3Ty KOMHATY OT TOH, YTO OH MOMHIJI. Hecrelna, OH cieioM MOT TOJTBKO HOJONTH K
CTOJIy, HA KOTOPOM €r0 OTeIl IIOCTOSTHHO BeJ KaKHe-JIM00 3aMeTKH, HO KOT/Ia OH YBUJIENI, UTO JIEKAIIO
Ha HeM, TO ero CepLie yIajo, a JUIIO0 MUTOM MOOJIeHEIO.

Ero ronosa 3aryznesna ot 60JH, a XOp roJIOCOB BMUT 3a3Byvall B yIlIaX Tak, KaK HUKOIJa paHee.
Cpenu kumbl Oymar ¥ KHUT, Jie)kayia aOCOMIOTHO YepHasi KHWTA... OHA BBIJIsAENIA TaKOW MPOCTOM,
naxe OObIYHOM, HO 3TO Ka3aJIoCh JIMIIIb BHEITHUM (pacajoM, Beb OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH HEe TaK U
HUCXOOAT MpaK M KOIMaphl.

— DTa KHUTA... HeYX)KeJI1 TPOUYUTaB €€ s ToTal B 3TOT KOILIMAp... UJIM ke OTKPBIB €€ OHA BBIITY-
CTHJIA KOIIMap BO Bech MUP? M-MoXkeT norpoOoBaTh BHOBb €€ MPOYECTbh... — AXEPOH MOT' TOJIBKO
MAaHUYECKH pa3lyMbIBaTh, YTO €MY JIeJIaTh, B TO BPeMsI KaK 3a JIBEpbI0 yxke pa3fajics TUXUH 1IENoT,
CTAHOBSIIWIACSA C KaXIbIM MIHOBEHUEM JIUIIIb TPOMYE... YTO-TO MPUOTUKATIOCH.

3BYK KOIIOIIAIIETOCs pOsi HACEKOMBIX CTAHOBUJICS JIMIIb BCE TPOMYE, @ MOJILOBI OECUNCIIEHHBIX
JIONIeH CIIMBAJIMCh B YKACHYI0 KakO(DOHMIO 3BYKOB. TYCKJIBIN CBET Hayal MPOOUBATHCS O] IBEPHIO,
TOr/a KaK TEPIIKUM, JIMIIKUI YyKac yke Hayall CKOBBIBATb CEpILE...

— O-onu uayt! Y-uto mue aenats?! Kak cractuch?! — Ilanuka cefiyac BMUT oBJiajiena cepi-
1eM AxepoHa, a OHO caMo OMJIOCh Kak CyMacIlie/iiiee, CJIOBHO TOTOBOE pa30pBaThCsl OT UCTILITHIBAC-
Moro uM crpaxa. — [lomorute! Kto-uubyns momorurte MHe!

AXepoHy Ka3aJIoCh, YTO Ha MPOTSKEHUU BCETO 3TOTO BPEMEHH ero Cepille JaBHO yxke JOJIKHO
ObLIIO PAa30pPBaThCS OT TIEPEHECEHHOTO UM YXaca, HO TeM He MeHee TOro Tak M He ciy4ymioch. Kak
Obl CHJIBHO OHO HM OMJIOCh, OHO BCE PABHO MPOAOJIKAJIO CTyYaTh jAajblne. Teno Tpscio oT yxkaca,
a 11a3a, HaroJTHEHHbIE OTYasHUEM, CMOTPEJIU JIMIIb Ha €JUHCTBEHHYIO Belllb, Ka3aJ0Ch CIIOCOOHYIO
eMy TIOMOYb — YEPHYIO KHUTY.

— M-MOXeT eciu 5 IPOUTY €e... M-MOXKET TOIZA... 1 BEpHYCh 0OpaTHO?
[Nonoiast Kk kHKUre, AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO MPOTSHYTh K HEH pyKy, W JIMIIb ceivac, mpudIM3uB-

IIUCH OJTMKE U MO TYCKJIBIIA CBET, MPOHOCSIIUICS TIOJ IBEPHI0 M OTPAKAIOIIUICS OT OKOH, OH CMOT
YBUJIETh CTOJI CBOETO OTIA B JeTasiX. CTON KaKUM OH €ro MOMHMII ObUT HIEAJIBHO OTIIONIMPOBAH, HO
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MOBEPXHOCTB 3TOro OblIa 320MTa HAI[APATIAHHBIMHU, CIIOBHO B ITPUCTYTIE O€3yMUsl KapaKyJIsIMu, CpeIH
KOTOPBIX (pUryprpoBaJIo JIMIIb J1Ba eAMHCTBEHHBIX cioBa — HE UNTAMN.

— H-so kak...? Yro...?7

HeoObsicHUMBII cTpax ceiyac CKOBaJl cepiile AXepoHa KeJIe3HbIMHU IIETISIMH, a TPOTSHYTas
PYKa OCTAaHOBHJIACH, OTHAKO BPEMEHU Ha pa3MBIIIJICHHUs Y HEeTro yke He ObuTo. [IBepHast pyuka 3acKpH-
resna, a ABephb OblIa TOTOBA OTBOPUTCS B JIDOOW MOMEHT, BITyCKasi BHYTPbh KOMHATHI BECh YKac, CTO-
SN CHAPYXKU.

— 4I-s1 He Mory... 5 ke TMPOCTO... IPOCTO TPYC... — 3aruiakaB, AXepOH MOT TOJIbKO CXBAaTUTh
KHHTY, OBICTPBIM JBVMKEHUEM OTKPBIBAs €e... TOrAa Kak B 3TOT MOMEHT BECh MU CJIOBHO 3aMep.

JIBepb Tak M OCTaIach 3aKPHITOM, XOP IOJIOCOB UCUE3, U IaKe CBET, MPOXOSIIUNA MO 1BEPbIO,
MIHOBEHHO Mpornat. B 3TOT MOMeHT, Ka3aJioch, BCe 00OpaTUIOCh B HUYTO, OCTABJISIS JIMIITh MAJICHbKHIA
OJVUHOKMIA CHITY3T, KaK U KHUTY B €r0 pyKax.

ITocMOTpeB Ha OTKPBITYIO CTPAHUILY KHUTA AXEPOH YBHUJIEI JIMIIb BCE TE K€ CamMble HEITOHAT-
HBIE CUMBOJIBI, OTHAKO Ceyac OH MOHUMAJI 3HaYeHUs1 KakA0ro u3 HuX. OH XOTeJl OTJIOKUTh KHUTY,
HO He Mor. OH XOTeJ He YUTaTh, HO CMBICTI CJIOB 1 CUMBOJIbI, CJIOBHO IMEJIH CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO BOJIIO,
BJIMBAasl B HETO CBOM COKPBIThIE BO Mpake UCTUHBL. CO3HaHME HaYaJlo NIOTyXaTh, a I71a3a 3aKPbIBaThCS
Y CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT BCE BMUI [IOMEPKJIO.
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I'maBa 4. Ilomecthe AjereeB. Yacre 1.

AXCpOHy ceiyac Kaz3aJIoCh, YTO OH IIVIBIBET B HECKOHYAaeMOM TEMHOTEC, 4 BpEMCHU 6y,HTO OBl U
HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO BOBCE. B onun mur Ka3aJIOoCh, MMpoUIeJI JINIIb YaC, TOI'Ad KaK B IIperfI OBLIIO omy-
[IEHUE MPOJICTAIOIUX JICT. Ero NoTyxXmee CO3HAaHUEC 3aCHYJIO, CJIOBHO 6CCHp06y,[[HbIM 1 HECKOHYAEC-
MBIM CHOM.

Cryctst MOXKeT OBITh MUT, @ MOKET M BEUHOCTD BJIAJIEKE ITOKA3JICs JIYUHK CBETa, CJIOBHO 30BY-
i ero. OH Ka3zaJics y’KacHO JaJleK, HO OJIHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM IepeJaBajl YyBCTBO HEOOBSICHUMOM
OJIM30CTH U TEIUIOTHI.

— OYHMUCE... IPOILLY... OYHUCH...

Jlasiekuii, HO TaKoW TeIUIbI U 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC cefiuac OecrpepbBHO 3Bajl AXEpPOHA, OTYEro
Jaxe ero r1a3a XoTeJIM OTKPBITHCS, a Jyllla TAHynachk TyAa. K coxkaneHnio, TeMHOTA CIIOBHO He keJlajia
OTITyCKaTh €ro, UEIJIAsACh 32 HETO CBOMMM MPAYHBIMH KOILIMAapaMHu.

— VYMOJI0... ThI I0JKEH MPOCHYTHCA. ..

[onoc craHoBMIICS Bce rpoMYe, BBIPbIBAsk CO3HAHME AXepoHa U3 OJ1a)KeHHOU THUIIMHBI, OTYETO
Jaxe ero rja3a Ha MUT cJIerka IPUOTK PbUIKCh, Ka3aJI0Ch, CJIOBHO HAJIUTHIE CBUHIIOM.

— 3aueM K10-TO 30BeT MeHA? Tak xouercd cnark... — EziBa 3Ta MBICIb poOJIeTeNa B rojIoBe
AXepoHa, Kak ero CO3HaHue BHOBb HAYaJI0 OTIAIATHCS, a IJ1a3a YCTaJIO 3aKPbIBATHCA.

TeMHOTa ObLIa TAKOW YIOTHOW, CHIOKOWHOM M yOQIOKWBAIOIIEH, a TOJIOC, UCXOMASIIIUEA OT MpOo-
Orecka cBeTa Kasajcs, IMycTh ¥ OJIM30K Jylle, HO TaK OECKOHEYHO JaJieK... A OH Bellb TaK yCTall...

— IIpocT MEHS CBIHOK... IPOCTH MEHS... 51 IOJKHA ObUIa JIyYlle CJIeJUTh 3a TOOOM... TPOCTH
CBOIO IIYNYIO MaTh...

He npomuno, ka3anock, 1 MUra, Kak FpOMKHe )KeHCKHE KPUKH BCKOPE CMEHWJIUCH JIUIIb TUXUM U
IUIAYYIIMM LIETOTOM, OHAKO B MOTYXAIOIIMM CO3HAHUM AXepOHa OHU MPO3BYYaJIM CJIOBHO PacKaThl
rpoma. Ero riaza MrHOBEHHO pacHaxHY/IUCh, a B TOJIOBE BMUI IPOHECTIHUCh BCE BOCIIOMUHAHUS O
MIPOKMTOM MM KOLIMApeE.

— 41 nomxeH npocHyThes !

AXepoH CJIOBHO YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO €MY HYXKHO JIeJIaTh, BEIb FOJIOC POJHOIO YeJIOBEKa BeJl €ro
CKBO3b Mpak. OH HeMeJIeHHO YCTpeMUJICS BCell CBOEH BOJIeH K JlaleKoMy MpOOJIecKy CBeTa, IMpH-
ONMMKasACh K HEMY CO CTPEMUTENBHOM CKOPOCTBIO, HBIPSISI B HETO CIYCTS Ka3aJloCh JIMIIb MUT, OCTaB-
JIs151 O3] ThMY U MpaK, OECKOHEUHO TSHYBIIYIOCS BCJIE/ 32 HUM.

B 31OT MOMEHT IM1a3a AXepoHa yCTajlo OTKPBUIUCh, @ CaM OH TYT e 3aMeTUJI CBOIO TUIaYyILyIo
Marthb, TPSCYIIYIO €ro, CJIOBHO KYKJTy, KOTOpo# oOpe3anu HUTU. HermoHrMaHnue u ucryr HeMeUIeHHO
OBJIAJICSIM UM, BMHT yOUpasi BCIO COHJIMBOCTb, OTYETO OH TYT K€ BCKOYMJI C KPOBATH, MTAHUYECKH
BEPTs FOJIOBOW B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI.

— AxepoH... CnaBa Benmkoi Matepu! — Kpenkue oObATHS TYT ke 0O0XBaTwiil AXepoHa, a
CJIe3bl HAMOYMJIM €r0 M TaK MPOMOKILYIO OT XOJIOZHOrO MoTa pyoaiky. — I tak ucmyranace! Mo
[JTYIIBIIL. .. MOW MAJIEHbKUU [JTYTIBIML. ..

Centyac AXepOH MOT JIMIIb pacTEpSHHO CMOTPETh 10 CTOpOHaM, Toraa Kak CuibBa B CBOIO
odepeb YK€ THUXOHBKO IJIakaja OT PajoCTH, HE OCMEUBAsCh OTITYCTUTh ChIHA U3 CBOMX KPENKUX
0OBATHUI Jlake Ha KPATKUI MHT, CJIOBHO €CJIM OTITYCTHT, TO TOT CHOBA MOKET 3aCHYTh OeCIIpOOyAHBIM
CHOM.

— Ilouemy T8I He npocemnainca? Ckaxu, 4To cayunsiocs? — Britepes cnesbl, CuiibBa MoIvIa
TOJIBKO B3IJISIHYTh B HEIMIOHMMAIOLIME IJ1a3a ChIHY, Be/lb CTPax 3a HEro J0 cux Hop Tep3al ee. Moxker
OH M IIPOCHYJICSI, HO IIPOU3OLIEIIee BCE PABHO ObLIO JaJIeKO HE HOPMAJIbHBIM.
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— $I-s1 He 3HAI0... KAXETCA... MHE CHUJICS OYeHb JOJITUIA KOIIMap...

AXepoH He 3HaJl, YTO €My CHWJIOCh, HO OH YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3TO ObLT Kommap. OH ormrymat
ceOs Tak, CJIOBHO BMECTO CHA OH paboTas 6e3 OT/abIXa BCIO HEJeso, a HEOObSICHUMBIN CTpax, Kasza-
JI0Ch, J1ake ceiuac npecieaoBa ero. OHAKO MBITASICh BCIOMHHUTH XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib BOCTIOMUHAHUS
YCKOJIB3aJTU OT HETO, KaK BOjIa CKBO3b MAJIBIIBI, a FOJIOBA HAYMHATIA PACKAJIBIBATHCS OT HEBBIHOCUMOW
oomm.

— 370 BCEro JMIIb KOMMap, AXEpOH... BCETro JIMIIb OOBIYHBINA KOIIIMAp.

BI/I)IH I/ICHyF nu CTpaI[aHI/IH CbIHA, CI/IJIbBa MOIJIa JINIIIb BHOBb KpCHKO €ro O6H${TL, TakK U HpO-
JOoJIKasd CUIETh C HUM B TCUCHHUE HECKOJIBKUX MUHYT, 6OHCB Jaxe OTHyCTI/ITb.

— [la, Bcero il Kommap...

CrycTst HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, Y3HaB O CAMOUYYBCTBUHM CBOETO ChIHA W3 MUCHhMA, JIOCTABJICHHOTO
BOpOHOM, [leMuaH AJieteil TyT e B3sJI caMylo OBICTPYIO JIOIIAh ¥ He3aMeJTUTETbHO TTOMYAJICS
00paTHO B CBOE POJIOBOE TIOMECThe. MHOIHe Yachl Y HEro 3aHsUI TajlornoM MyTh 0OpaTHO, B TEUSHHE
KOTOPBIX €My Jlake He pa3 MPHIILIOCh CMEHUTh CBOIO JIOIIA/Ib, KOTA Ta YKe BAIWIACH OT YCTAJIOCTU
1 NBHEMOXKCHU .

I[O HCOABHUX ITOP OH HAXOOWJICA Ha caMoU I0JKHOM rpaHruie 1nepea TyMaHHbIMU TOJIOCTAMM,
OXpaHsis IOPyYeHHYI0 eMy TeppuTopHio. Ero ycranoe ot 10/roi moe3aku JUIo TeM He MeHee BbIpa-
KaJlo TBEPIIOCTh BOJIM M yXa, a MeY, JIeXKalluid B HO)KHAX Ha Tosice, BBIJISIC] TTOYEPHEBIIIUM OT
KpoBu. Ero jmiio 6pU10 MOKPBITO JIETKOW MIETHHOW, KOTOPasi TEM He MeHee He CKpbIBaJia MOTyYeHHbIE
UM B 0010 MHOTOUHCIIEHHBIE IIPaMbl. BOIOCHI, TakKe ke YepHble Kak BOPOHOE KPbLIO ObUTH OOBSI3aHbI
HUTBIO U €1Ba KAaCAJIUCh IIEY, a4 JOCIIEXH, B KOTOPLIC OH 6])IJI OJ€eT, 6I)UII/I HcHapartadbl KJIMHKaMX 1
KOT'TSIMH, JJOKa3bIBasi HE OJIHY OMTBY, IPOUJCHHYIO CBOMM O0JIa/1aTesIeM.

HeckosbKo cyT B 3TOT MOMEHT YK€ CTOJITUIOCH Y BOPOT TIOMECThsI, 1a0bl K TpUObITHIO Jlemu-
aHa MIOMOYb €My CHSITh C ceOsl JIOCTIeXU M B CBOIO OYepe/lb ObITh TOTOBBIMH K JTIOOBIM BO3MOKHBIM
yKa3aHUSAM. Y3HaB, YTO HUKAKUX MPoOJeM B JaHHBII MOMEHT C CBIHOM HeT, JleMuaH MOTr TOJBKO
HECTIEIIHO YMBIThCS, TIEPEONCThCSA U YKe MMOCTIe HAMPABUTLCS B OOIIMK 3, Te K TOMYy MOMEHTY
HAXOJINJIACh YK BCS CEMBbSI.

CunbBa cefiyac ObUIa OfieTa B CHHEe TUIAThe, TAKOe JKe SIPKOe U SICHOe, KaK | ee royyOble TJia3a.
Ee nnvHHBIE, CBET/IBIE BOJIOCH CTPYWJIMCH BHU3 TIO TUIeYaM, TOr/Ia Kak MpU BUIe MyXa ee JIUIO 03a-
puiia oclenuTeNbHas YIbIOKa, TEM He MeHee OMpavyeHHast HelaBHUMU coObITrsAMU. Eit 610 yike 36
JIeT, OJIHAKO KpacoTa ee Oblla B CAMOM pacIiBETe.

Awmemus u Kamenus cuiienv Heslaeko, HECTICIITHO Hachakaasich iecepramu. OHU ObLTH OJTU3-
HAIIKAMU 1 BHEIIHOCTBHIO ITOJIHOCTHIO IIOIIIIM B MATh, OTUYUEIO MMEJIIU TAKUE KE CBETJIBIE BOJIOCHI U
royOble T1a3a. B qaHHBI MOMEHT OHU Ka3aJIMCh TAKUMU ke 0e33a00THBIMU, KaK TUIbIBYIIEE B HeOe
obnauko. Kazanocs, mpousoreainee ¢ OpaToM UX HU Karuid He 3a00THJIO, U ecii Obl He YBakeHNHe,
KOTOPOE OHU BBIHYKJICHBI ObUIM OKa3aTh MPHEXaBIEMy OTILy MX Obl He ObUIO  3[1ECh.

AXepoH e B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJILKO YCTAJIO CU/IETh BO3JIe MaTePH, TOT/Ia KaK YepHbIC MEIITKU
TOJT €T IIa3aMHU U JIOMSIIeECs OT YCTAJIOCTH TEJIO U TaK TOBOPUIIO Oojiee YeM 000 BceM. XOTsl OH U
MOT OCTaThCsl JIeXKaTh B KPOBATH, HO TeM HE MEHee caM el BCTPETUTh OTIIa, KOTOPOro He ObLIO
B TIOMECThE YK€ JIOBOJILHO JIOJro. V3-3a MOAKOHTPOBHOW €My TEPPUTOPHH Ha 0Te TOT MPUXOIHII
JIOMOM OYeHb Pe/IKO, a KOTJla MPUXOAUT Bce BpeMsl paboTall, TOCIIe Yero JIUIIbL BHOBb ye3kKall.

JlemuaH xe, 3aiis1 B KOMHATY B CBOIO OUepe/lb HeMeJTst OOHSUT KeHY U JIETEH, MOcyIe Yero yceB-
IIACh TIPUHSJICS PACCIIPAIIMBATh O TPOU3OILE/IIIEM, TIOIYTHO C STUM HAOMBAasi KMBOT Y:Ke MTOJaHHOM
CIIyraMu eJJoi. AXepoH COBCeM HUYEro He TIOMHII, [T03TOMY B OCHOBHOM roBopwuIa Jiuiib CHibBa.

— 41 3amuia B 6uOMMOTEKY, a AXEpOH B TOT MOMEHT JIeKaJl Ha MOJTY, BECh XOJIOMHbBIN U OJe/1-
HBIA. $1 Hauana ero OyaUTh, HO OH COBCEM He OTKJIMKaJICcs. S1 yxke mojgymara, 9ro OH... oH... — [Ipo-
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J0JIKas TsKes0 roBopuTh, CrilbBa Ha JieJie e[1Ba CIepK1BaJa Ciie3bl, TO U JEJI0 3alIMHAsCh Ha KaXJI0M
cioBe, ot4ero Jlemuan Mor JIMIIb IpepBaTh e, JJACKOBO OOHMMAsI U He 3aCTaBJIsIsl TPOJOIIKATb.

Hcropus u Tak Obula IOHATHA, Bellb AXEPOH C CAMOTO POKJIEHHUSI CTPaAal OT YHUKAIBHOW B
cBoeM pojie 6ose3Hu. Ero Teno v opranbl ObLTH KpaiiHe CIaObIMU U ¢ KaXIbIM TOJJIOM €T0 UMMYHHUTET
KO BCEMY JIMIIIb IPOAOJIKaIT yXyamaTbest. CKombKo Obl OH M CHUJIbBA HE MBITAIMCH BBUICYUTH €T0 WK
HAWTH UCTOK OOJIE3HU, BCe OBUIO BIYCTYI0. HeCcKoIbKO JIydInnX jiekapeii B KOpOJIeBCTBE 0OCIe0BaIN
ero, HO Ja’ke OHU HUKOTJa He BUIEIN HIUYero moxoxero. CITycTsi HECKOJIBKO JIeT 3Ta 00JIe3Hb MOy-
yriia opuMabHOE Ha3BaHWE — YBsJaHUe OECCUIIBHOTO, TOT/Ia Kak caM AXEepOH eIWHCTBEHHBIMH,
3a00JIeBINI €10. YHUKATBHBIN CTydall BO BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE M Jake 3a ero mpejenamMu. MHorue
JIeKapy MPOrHO3UPOBAJIM EMY CMEPTh €lIe Jake 1O COBEPLIEHHOIETHS, Yero OH caM KOHEYHO ke He
3HAJI, OAHAKO €r0 POAUTEN HUKOI/IA HE CMEJH OIyCKaTh pyKu. laxke oTell, 4YTO HaXOIWJICS B TIOCTO-
SIHHBIX OMTBaxX HUKOI/IA HE TPEKpaIiiaji MOMCKH BO3MOKHOTO JIEKAPCTBA.

— 41 yxe BbI3BaJIa JIEKapei JOPOroi, OHU BCKOPE JOJIKHBI IPUIATH U OCMOTPETh AXepoHa. —
OO0mbsacHuB cutyaruio, CribBa MOTJIa TOJIBKO KPAaTKO BHICKA3aThCs, TOrIa Kak JleMuaH B CBOIO ouepe/ib
yke TepeBelt B3IV Ha ChlHA, 3aBAJIMBAasi €ro0 BOIIPOCAMM.

AXepoH ke B 3TOT MOMEHT UyBCTBOBaJI ceOsi HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO OT BCEr0 3TOro BHUMaHMS,
OJIHAKO OH MOHUMaJ OECHIOKOMCTBO POOUTENIH M pacCKa3blBaJl BCE KaK €CTh, CTApasCh HUUYETO He
CKpbIBaTh, KPOME Pa3Be 4TO MOAJIOrO MOCTYIKa CBOMX cectep. Bee ke pyraHp 3TO mociegHee, uyto
OH XOTeJI celyac BUJETb U CJIbIILIATS.

3a HeCMenHbIM Pa3roBOPOM HE3aMETHO IPOIILIO OKOJIO MOTyJyaca U B IOMECThE YKe IPUOBLIO
HECKOJIbKO BBI3BaHHBIX paHee CHIIbBOM JieKapew, Torna Kak CIyrd He3aMeAIMTEeIbHO HAPaBUJIHCh
UX BCTpEYaTh, 1a0bl IPOBOAUTH BHYTPb.

— Mam, nan MoxHO MbI yiiaem? Bce paBHO ke Mbl HE HYXHBI 37e€ch. — UyTb JIM HE 3eBasi
OT CKyKH, AMenus ¢ Kamenueit MOIIIN TOJBKO 5KajlOOHO OpOCHTH B3IJISIIBI HA POIUTEINICH, HE kKenast
OCTaBaThCsl B 3TOM CKYYHOM MeCTe M MUHYTHI OOJIbIIIE.

CuibBa ke B 9TOT MOMEHT MOTJIa TOJIBKO HEIOBOJIbHO B3MISIHYTh Ha J0OuYepel, BUIs ux 0e3-
ydyacTHOe K OpaTy OTHOIIIEHHE, OIHAKO Jaxe Mpexk/e, YeM OHA ycriesna YTo-1u0o cKasarh, [lemuan
yXke JaJl UM CBOe paspellieHre, Jaxe He oOpariasi BHUMaHHUS Ha XMYpPOe BbIPaKEHHE JIUIIA KECHBI.

— Wute, HO BBl JOJDKHBI BITPE/Ib BHUMATEJIHHO CIIEIUTD 32 CBOMM OpartoMm. BbI ke 3HaeTe, uTo
y HETO Cepbhe3HbIe MPOOIEMBI CO 3I0POBHEM.

Kupas Ha kaxnoe cjioBo otiia, AMenust ¢ Kamenuent yxe B cieayioliee MrHOBEHUE BhIOSKaIN
13 TOCTUHOM, CJIOBHO JIMIIIHSISI CEKYH/Ia MTPOBECHHAs 3/1eCh ObUIa ISl HUX HEBBIHOCHUMA.

— Hy na, 6ynyT BHUMATEJIBHO CIEIUTh 32 MHOM M3 TEMHOTBI, YTOOBI HAITYTaTh... IPOTUBHBIE.
— Habmonas 3a cectpamMu AXepOH MOT JIMIIIb YCMEXHYThCS.

XOTs1 OH He MOMHUJI HUYETO T0CIe TOro, KaK JI0BOJIBHO CTPAaHHO 3aCHYJ, OAHAKO BOCIIOMUHA-
HUSI O TOM, KaK €ro COOCTBEHHbIE CECTpPBl HAIYTAIM €ro U Opocasii U3/IeBKU ObLIIM TAKUMH K€ CBe-
KMMU, KaK TOJBKO YTO BBHITAIIEHHBIN U3 reun xyied. [ToqoOHoe ObII0 He BIIEPBOM MOSTOMY OH MOT
UCIIBITBIBATh K HUM JIMIIIb JIETKYIO HEMTPUSI3Hb. B OTiIMury OT HUX cTapiuii OpaT Obu1 HA0OOPOT OYEHb
3200 TJIUBBIM U JTIOOSIIIIUM.

— IMam, a Mapkyc octajics Ha 1ore? — B3risiHyB Ha OTIa ¥ BCIIOMHHB CBOETO CTapiiero oOpara
AXepoH He MOT' HU CIIPOCUTb, HEMHOT'O COKaJlesl, YTO TOT OUEBHJHO HE CMOT IPUOBITh BMECTE C HUM.

— BepHo. MHe npuiuioch MOKMHYTH CBOM TMOCT, IOSTOMY MeHS B JTIOOOM city4ae kJeT dhop-
MaJTbHBIN BBITOBOP OT BUKOHTA, HO OCTABIIUCH TaM, MapKyc 1o KpaidHel Mepe MPUCMOTPUT OT MOETO
umeHu. Tol Obl BUEN, KaK OH pBAJICS CI0f1a, YTOOBI poBepuTh Tebs1. [Toutn Mecta cebe He HAXOMUI.
4 ¢ Tpynom yoenun ero ocrarbes. — Crerka norpenaB AxepoHa 1o rojiose, lemuan ciegom yxe
TIOBEPHYJICSI B CTOPOHY ABEpEN B 3aJ1, Ky/ia OyKBAJIBHO TOJIBKO YTO BOIIUIM HECKOIBKO MYKUMH U 5KEH-
IIVH, OJIETHIX B OeJIble XaIaThl.

[Mocne cnoB oTiia AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO ITOYYBCTBOBATH TEILIO B rpyau. Ero Opar neicTBUTeIbHO
Bcerga ObUT caMbIM YTO HU HAa €CTh 00pasiom [uisi noapaxkanuss. OH HUKOrIA He 3aBUIOBA €My,
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HA0OOPOT, JMIITL BocxuItaicsa uM. Ero craprmii Opat yeM-To ObLT TIOXOX Ha TepPOeB, O KOTOPBIX OH
caM JIIOOUT MOCTOSIHHO 4nTarh. He Takol BeNMKUi, HO 0e3 COMHEHMS TAKOU K€ HaIe KHBI.

— MBpI 1ymaiu BBl IO CHX TIOp Ha fore, OapoH JlemuaH. /{151 Hac 4yecTh OBITh TOCTSIMU B BallieM
MOMECThe ¥ OBITh BCTPEUESHHBIMHU B IIOMECThE JTMIHO BamMu. OropyaeT JIUIb pruarHa 3toro. — Jloro-
BOPUB, JIBOE MYKYMH W KEHIIMH TYT Xke TOKJOHWIUCH [lemuany, a nmocie u CuiibBe ¢ AXEpOHOM.

Bce onu Hocmn Oesible XalaThl, a Ha UX TPYIU HAXOIWIUCh HEOOJbIIE OPOH30BBIEC KETOHBI.
Bcs oTa yeTBepka npuHaIekata K HU3IIEMY JyXOBSHCTBY M HAXOWJIACH B UEpApXUU HUKE, TOITOMY
MX OTHOIIIeHHe K 6apoHy OBLIO 0COO0 MOUTUTEILHBIM, a AeWUCTBUSI COOJIOIATA BCE TIPABUJIA U HOPMBI
9THKeTa.

VYcnbimas jiekapeit, JleMuan MOT TOJIBKO Clierka KUBHYTh KaXkIOMY ITPUCYTCTBYIOLIIEMY B OTBET,
CJICTIOM YK€ OIMUCHIBAS BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSX YTO UMEHHO IIPOM3OIILIO, B TO BpeMsI KaK OHU yKe TO U
€710 UTO-TO YePKAJIM B CBOMX 3AMMCHBIX KHIKKaX. CIyCTs] HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OOrOBOPHYB M TIOTyUHB
KHMBOK OT XO3IMHA IIOMECThsI, OHU TYT ke TIOOIUIN K AXEpOHY.

— Bamia Musiocth, HaMm HYKHO OCMOTpPETh Bac, M Mokayicra OypTe Tak JoOphl OTBETUTH Ha
BCE HAIIIM BOIIPOCHI, KACAIOIIUECs Balllero 3/10pOBbs. B TOM uuciie BOZMOXXHBIM MPUYMHAM, CBSI3aH-
HBIM C €r0 U3MEHEHUEM.

VYcablas cepbe3Hble CJI0Ba MYKUUHBI, AXEPOH MOI' TOJIbKO HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO M JaKe UCIY-
raHHO KMBHYTh, IOCJIE Yero JieKapy Havyaly BHUMATeIbHO OCMATPUBATh KaXKIbIH JIOMM €ro Teja, TO
Y JeJI0 3a/laBasi pa3uyHble BOIPOCH U MPOBOJs TecThl. CHiibBA K 3TOMY MOMEHTY YyXke BHIIIUIA B
JPYTyI0 KOMHATY, TOTOMY 3/1eCh OCTJIMCh JIUIIIb JieKapy U caM JleMuaH.

CrycTst OKOJI0 Yaca Bce BOMPOCH ObLIH 33/1aHbI, 2 caM AXEpOH TIIATeNIbHO ocMoTpeH. OH XoTen
CKPBITh TO, UTO CECTPhI HAITYTAJIU €r0, HO OH OBbLT MOJIOA U HE XUTEP, MO TSKEIBIM B3TJIAIOM JieKa-
peii 1 OTIIa, eMy TPUIIIOCh PaccKa3aTh, YTO MPOU3OIILTIO BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTX, OT Yero K KOHILY
pacckaza mmuo Jlemuana yxe OblJIo KPaCHBIM OT SIPOCTH.

— bBapon [lemuaH, oTBeT, Ka3ajxoch Haien cam cebs, He HYXKHO CIMIIKOM MHOTO JyMaTb,
YTOOBI IOHATH MPUYMHY TIpor3oliemero. Oprann3M AxepoHa 3HAYAIbHO KpaiiHe UCTOIICHHBIN U
HY/Ia€TCsl B TIOCTOSIHHOM yXxofie ¥ oTbixe. [Ipoiiry Bac 3aMeTUTh, UYTO CTPECC MTPOCTO HETIO3BOJIUTE-
JIeH ¥ BO3MYTUTEJIeH, TOrla Kak myrarh peOeHKa ¢ TAKMMU MMOPOKAMU, KaK Y Hero sipyisiercst abcyp-
JIOM, KOTOPBII MOET MPUBECTH JIaXke K JIETAIbHOMY MCXOMY. DTO MPOCTO YyHO, YTO OH OUHYJICSA, a
TMOCJIE/ICTBHSA He TaJin 0 ceOe 3HaTh. BaM HyKHO IPUHATH MEPBI B OTHOIIICHUY JIBYX YBaXKaeMbIX JIC M.
— TloHsB IpUUYMHY MPOU3OIISAINX aOCYpPIHBIX COOBITUH, JIEKApy MOTJIM TOJIBKO TpeliaTh Harepe-
001, ¥ JIWIITH BHITOBOPHBIIUCH OHU CMOIJIM HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUThCS. — HacdeT niekapctB, TO moxka-
JycTa MPUMMUTE 3TO U ITyCTh €ro MUJIOCTh COOMIONAET BCE B TOYHOCTH HAITUCAHHOTO.

3aKOHYMB TOBOPUTb, OJIMH U3 JIEKAPEH CJIEIOM YKe JI0CTall HECKOJIbKO UCTIMCAHHBIX JIMCTOB U
BPYYMJI MIX TIPSIMUKOM B PYKH IPOKAIIEMY OT SIPOCTH OapOHY, HACTONYUBO OOBSICHSISI PEKOMEH/IAIUH.

Tem He Menee cam JleMuaH cefiyac MOT JIMIIIb MTPOJIOIKATh UCTIHITBIBATh BCe OOJiee CHITbHBIN
THEB, YTO Pa3ropajicsi B HEM C KaKIbIM MTHOBEHHEM Bce cuiibHee. OH Obl HUKOT/IA He MOAyMaJl, 4To
ero JoYepy MOTYT TaK MOCTYIHTh, Bpes Opary U Mo30psi ero, a Befib OH He eIMHOXK/Ibl HATIOMUHAIT
UM, C KaKoH 3a00TOW OHU JJOJKHBI OTHOCUTBCS K AXepoHy. Yero yx TaM... OyKBaJIbHO TOJIBKO UTO
OH BHOBb 00 3TOM TOBOPWJI, ¥ OHU COIIACHO KMBAJIM Ha €ro CJIOBA.

— Bnarozmapio Bac Bcex 3a MOMOIIb, HO OOIOCH ceifuac MHE HYKHO 3aHAThcs aenamu. Ciyru
MIPOBOJISAT BAC U B CJTydYae Yero yIOBJIeTBOPSAT BalllM IPOChObL. — B3sIB JIMCTOK M KMBHYB JieKapsM Ha
npolanue, JlemMmuan cieoM TYT ke HallpaBWICS B KOMHATY, Ijie ceituac Haxonuiaack CuibBa.

Jlekapw e B CBOIO 0UYepe/ib He COOMPAITHChH OOJIBIIIE OCTABATHCS 31€Ch, [TOITOMY YTOUHUB HEKO-
TOpPbIE BOIPOCH! CO CJIyTaMH OHHM CJIE/IOM YK€ HAIPaBUIMCh OOPATHO K KapeTe, OXKMIAIIEH UX CHA-
PYKH IOMECTbSI.
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I'masa 5. IlomecThe Agereen. Yacrto 2.

Ceiiyac noxozka [lemuana Oblia TBEpIOi M YBEPEHHOM, KaK M BCEr/a, TOr/ia Kak JIMIIb CKaThle
KYJIAKH TTOKa3bIBAJIM €0 HACTOALIME YyBCTBA, KaK U POCTh, CIEPKUBAEMYIO UM. AXEPOH ke B CBOIO
ovepe/ib JIMIIb MEJICHHO IIeJT BCE 32 OTIIOM C MOHUKINEH TOJIOBOM, CIIOBHO OBl yike MpeBerast
Oyayiye ceMeiHble TPoOJIeMbl, KOTOpPbIe OH COBCEM He KeJlal BUJIETh.

B st0oT MOMEHT B ipyroyi koMHate CuiibBa MOIJIA TOJIBKO MAHMYECKU XOIUTh U3 OJHOTO YITIa B
APYroi, B TO BpeMsl Kak OIHA U3 CITy’)KaHOK IbITAJIaCh BCAYECKHU €€ YCIIOKOUTb, IpeJiarasi IpUcecTb 1
BBIITUTD TOJILKO YTO IIPUTOTOBJIEHHOTO TPABSHOIO 4asi. OQHAKO OHA JIMILb ITPOAOJIKAJIA XOAUTh TyJa-
CloJ1a, a ee MOX0/IKa OblJIa y’KaCHO HEPBHOM, Be/lb IIEpeKMBaHK O AUArHO3€ ChlHA MOITPOCTY HE JaBaju
eil nokos. EnBa yBuieB, kak JlemMuan 1 AXepoH BOILIA B KOMHATY OHA TYT )K€ HAIlpaBUJIACh K HUM,
a 3aMETHB CKaTbhle KyJIaKi MyXa 3a0eCIIOKOMIACH ellle CHITbHEE TIPEKHETO.

— Joporoii, uyto ciyuymiocbk? Yro ckazamu sekapu? C AxepoHoMm Bce Oyner xopouio? —
OOHSB CblHA U JIETOHBKO MOMIaXkuBasi ero no rojose CuiibBa Bce HUKAK HE MOIJIA paccaaOUThCs,
HauyMHas 33/1aBaTh BOIPOCH! HarepeOoil.

[M151 Ha TOHUKIIYIO OT OECIOKOICTBA XkeHy, [leMuaH crerka yCHoKOMJICS, U YTOObI He MyTaTh
ee elle CUiIbHee, pelliul OOBbSICHUTh BCE TUXO U CIIOKOMHO. OH TYT ke MoAaJl 3HaK PyKOMl, U Bce CIIyTU
CJIE/IOM YK€ HeME/IJIEHHO YJaJMJIMCh U3 KOMHATBI, 3aKPbIBasi 32 COOOM JBEph C 0OpaTHOM CTOPOHBI.

— DT0 BCe JEBOYKH, OHH HAIyTaJli AXepoHa IOKa OH YUTAJl B 3TOH TPEKJIATON OMOIMOTEKH.
Jlekapu ckaszaau M3-3a 3TOr0 y HEro MpOU3O0LUIM KaKue-TO cOOM B Cepiue WM YTO-TO MOAO0OHOe,
OTYEro CJIyyuics napanny. — JleMuaH melTajacs roBOpUTh CIIOKOIHO, HO HATYpa BOMHA JlaBajia o cede
3HaTh, OTYETO €ro TOJI0C HEMPOU3BOJIBHO MOBBIIIAICA. — 1 ke BeJies AaBHO 3arepeTh OMOIMOTEKY,
AXepoH, 4TO Thl ONATh TaM AeJiai?

— AXepoH, Hy 3a4eM Thl CHOBa CTalllJI K04 U noren Tyaa? — Heroayromie npoienTas,
CubBa MIIb B3IOXHYJIA OT YCTAJIOCTH, NOAJEPKUBAsA Myka, Belb AXEPOH yKE HE BIEPBBIE JIEJIAcT
3TO, BbI3bIBasi TEM CaMbIM y HEe CaMyl0 HACTOSILYIO rOJIOBHYI0 00sib. — U 310 npasna? Kamenus u
Amenus IeCTBUTENLHO HAyraiu Te0s?

3anas Borpoc, CuiibBa B 3TOT MOMEHT He MOIJIa He ObITh HEMHOTO cKenTryeckoil. OHa 3Haua,
YTO JEBOYKH BedyT cedsl Mopoil OECCOBECTHO, HO OHA C MYKEM HE pa3 TOBOPHJIM MM O COCTOSTHUU
AXepoHa, CTpOro HaCTporo 3arperias UM Kak-J100 HaJ HUM LIyTUTb.

— IIpoxiarue, CunbBa, 4TO NMpaBa, a YTO HET yKE BBISCHEHO!

He cnepxas spocts, [leMuaH TyT e ygapu pyKou 1o croiy, oT 4yero CuiibBa cpasy e 3aMOoJI-
yaja, a AXepoH ellle Jla)ke He YCIeBINI KMBHYTh Ha CJIOBA MaTepH, ClIerka JepHYJICS OT HEOXKUAaH-
HOCTH.

— IIpoctute... He 3HaI0, YTO HA MeHs HalLIo. — [loHsB, YTO MepedopIII, [JeMuaH Mor JHIIb
IIPOKJIMHATH B J1yllle CBOIO HECIEP:KAHHOCTh, EPEBO/Is B3IVIA/ HA IBEPbh KOMHAThl. — ABI'YCTO, CEli-
yac ke IpUBEIH CIoJla IeBOYEK M Kak TaM ee... JIyusy aty.

EnBa JlemMuaH HErpoMKO KPUKHYJI, KaK yxke B CIEAyIOLMIA MUT B KOMHATY TYT K€ BOLIEN JBO-
PELIKUI TIOMECThS, ONIEThIN B UUCTBIH YepHbIid KOcTIoM. Ero ceppe3Hoe JIMLO U IJIaJIKUe YCbl, CIerka
CTapWJIM €10, OTYEro OH BBIMVISAAE] HEMHOTUM B3pOCyee, YeM eCTh Ha CaMOM JIeJIe.

— Muopn, g ceituac ke o30BYy AByX Muileu. — HemeneHHO KUBHYB M HEMHOTO ITOyMaB,
ABrycTO ClIeIoM y:xe MpoaoKuI roBoputh. — Ha cuer JIyussl, To y Hac B IOMeCTbe TAKOBOH HET,
a Bbl, HABEPHOE, UMEJIU B BULY - JIUCy, ciykaHKy, YTO ciefnT 3a AxepoHoM. Celvac s 1 ee I030BY.

Ha cnoBa gBoperkoro Jlemuad JuIib MaxHys pyKoi, a ABTYCTO B CBOIO O4Y€peib OTBECUB Hjle-
AJTBHBIN TIOJIOH TYT JK€ BBIIIE] 0OPAaTHO 32 JIBEpPb, HAUaB Pa3JaBaTh MPUKA3bI CIIyTaM.

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT K JIBEPH YK€ TOIOLUIM HEAOBOJIbHBIE AMenus 1 Kamenus, yen Buj
BBI3bIBAJI JIMIIIb KpaliHEe HEroIoBaHMUe, CJIOBHO MX OTBJIEKJIM OT BaxkHeiel padotsl. [1a3a e npu-
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CYTCTBYIOIIEH M CTOSIIIEH HelaleKo OT HUX JIMChl ObLIM HAIOJTHEHBI OAHUM TOJIBKO CAEPKUBAEMbIM
CTpaxoM.

— Muwutopn. Muneau npuObUTH, Kak H....

[Ipesxne yem ABrycro naxe ycrnesn JOroBOpUTh ABEPh BAPYT paciiaxHynach, a Kamenus ¢ Ame-
JIeN TYT e BOLUIM B KOMHATY, BCEM CBOMM BHMJOM IOKa3blBas HEAOBOJIbCTBO. He mporuio u mura,
KaK BCJIe/l 32 HUIMHU OIYCTMB TOJIOBY BOIIUIA U Cciy’kaHKa Jluca, ¢ auia KoTopoil B TOT MOMEHT He
CXOJIMJIa MacKa 3aTaeHHOI'O CTpaxa.

— IMana, Hy 4TO ONATH? MBI OBUIM 3aHATH BAXKHBIMU JICJIAMH. ..

— A ny 3amonkJia! Beiumm u 3anumm kak nogodaer! Ceituac ke ! — INepedus Amenuio, lemuan
MOT JIMIIb 3aKPUYaTh HACTOJIBKO TPOMKO U PE3KO, UTO JaKe YAHbIA CEpPBU3, CTOSIIMN HEMOJANIEKY
HENCTOBO 3a3BEHE.

Enpa ycnpiias rpoMKUi KpUK OTIA, HEIOBOJILCTBO CPa3y K€ UCHAapWIIOCh C JIMLA ABYX AEBY-
IIeK, 3aMeHsIst COOON 00uIy U 3aTacHHBINA cTpax. OHM yXe He TOMHWIM, KOT/Ia MOCJASTHUA pa3 OH
KpUYaJl Ha HUX, TTO9TOMY /ISl HUX 3TO OBUIO KpaiiHe HeMpUBBIYHO. TeM He MeHee OHU He MOCMENH
cKazarh 4To JMOO, JIMIIL MOJTYa BBIXO/SI 0OpaTHO 3a JBepb. Jlrca ke B OTIMYMU OT HUX TPU KPHUKE
IJ1aBBl CEMENCTBA MOATIPLITHYJIA OT CTpaxa M YyTh JIU He TIEPBOM BhIOEkKasa 3a IBEpb.

— Muopn. Munenu u Jluca npuObUIH, KaK BHL....

— Ilyctsb BoiayT! — OuepenHoli Kpuk JleMuana B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT JIMIIb BHOBb IIPEPBATh,
Ka3aJI0Ch, OTPENETUPOBAHHYIO PeUb IBOPELIKOTO, OHAKO €ro JIMLO HE U3MEHMJIOCh HU HA JIIOVM.

OTKpBIB IBEpPb, ABIYCTO TYT € MPOITYCTHJI JEBYIIIEK, IOC/IE Yero 3aKphIB 32 cOOOW JBEph U
pas3zaB yKa3aHus CJIyraM BeJel UM PacXOAWTbCS U 3aHUMAThCS JeJlaMU MIOMECThsI, TorjJa Kak cam
OCTAJICSI CTOSITh 3a JIBEPBIO.

B stoT MOMeHT AMenns u Kamenns MOIM TOJIBKO HETOAYIOLIE BCTATh ITOCPEAN KOMHATHI, BHU-
MaTesbHO TJISIAs Ha OTIA, TOTAA KaK MX B3MJIsIbl JIMIIb MHOTAA MEJbKOM MpoOeraan no AXepoHy.
KoneuHo, oHu noHMMainu npeanonaraemMmylo Npu4YrHy THeBa OTLA, IOITOMY HE BbIpakald B OTHOLLE-
HUM MJIQZIIIEro Opara Kakux-Iru00 SMOLMI Ha JAaHHBI MOMEHT.

— U kak Bce gouuio 1o 31oro... eme u Jlucy tenepb HakaxyT. Hago ckazaTh OTIly, 4TO OHa
31eCh HU MpU 4eM. — MpadHO pa3MBbIIUIsis, AXEpOH MOT TOJIBKO HEroAylolle MoKayaTh Mmpo ceos
T'OJIOBOIA.

Jluca Obl1a €TMHCTBEHHOM KTO ObUT HEOEe3pa3InyeH eMy U3 3TOM TPOUIIBI B JTAHHOW CUTYaIlUH.
XOTs cecTep OH TOXe JIIOOW, HO pa3 yXke BCe BBISCHUIOCH, TO HaKa3aHWeE JJIsl HUX SIBHO He OyaeT
JMIIHUM. MOXET XOTb TOrJa OHU HaKOHEIl [IEPEeCTaHyT BpeiuTb eMy?

Obs13aHHOCTSIMU ke JIMChI ObLIO CIIEUTH 32 HUM, ITI0O9TOMY OH ObLT YBEpEH, UTO Y Hee HaleTcs
MIPUYMHA B TOT Pa3, a TaM YK€ U OH caM 3aMOJIBUT 3a HEE CJIOBO IEPeJi OTLIOM.

— Haunewm c 1e6s1. — MaxHyB pyKo# B cTopony JIucel, JleMuaH TyT ke pomoykmit. — TBost
3a7a4a CJIeUTh 32 MOMM CBIHOM, TaK MOYEeMY OH HAXOJIMJICS OUH B 3aKpbITON OnOmmoTeku? I'ae Tol
ObLJIa ¥ 4TO THI Aenana?

I'maza JIucel mocsie coB 6apoHa CTaIi HAMOJTHEHbI, Ka3aJI0Ch, ellle OOJbIINM HCITYTOM, BeIb OHA
MOHMMAJIA... JasKe Hal[s1 KaKylo-JTM00 MPUUYUHY 3TO HE OTMEHHUT ee MPOCTYIKA, TOrAa KaK HaKa3aHue
B JTIOOOM ciydae Oy/leT OKuaaTh ee.

— $1-1 uckasia ero MUJIOCTb, HO TaK M HE CMOIvIa HalTH. § cripocuia... — OCTaHOBUBILIUCH HA
MrHoBeHue Jluca Moria ToJIbKo OpOCHTh BBIHYXIEHHbI KOPOTKUI B3MsiA Ha Kamenio u Amenmio,
MPOJOJIKasi TOBOPUTh. — 1 cripocuiia y AIByX MUJIEW, U OHU CKa3ajiM, YTO €r0 MUJIOCTh HAXOJUTCS
B cany. Tam 51 ero u Mckaja Bce TO BpeMsl...

BricymaB ciioBa ciy’aHKM 10 caMoro KOHIA, [leMraH MOr TOJIBKO MOAHSIB OpOBb OPOCHUTH
B3[JIsA] HA CBOMX Jovepeil. O4eBUAHO, OH IOHUMAJI, YTO MMEHHO OHU OKA3aJIMCh BO BCEM IMOBSI3aHbI,
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Be/Ib ITPOCTast CIIyXKaHKa He TIocMesia Obl UTpaTh B TIONOOHBIE UTPBI, TeM Oosiee ¢ HuM. [laxe yxe 3Hast
OTBET, KOTOPBII OH TIOJIyYHT, OH BCE PABHO HE MOT' HE CIIPOCHTh:

— Awmemus, Kamenus, sto npaBaa? Ydurture, eci COBpeTe, TO BaM OyJeT TOJIbKO XykKe. —
Crporo npousHecs, [leMraH MOT TOJIBKO KECTKO MOCMOTPETh Ha JJOUYepel, BCeM CBOUM BUIOM J1aBasi
MOHSATh, YTO MM JIy4llle TOBOPHUTH MPABIy U HE BPaTb.

ITox Takum B3mIAI0M OTIa, Kamenus, kazaiock, Ha MUT 3aK0jie0aach C OTBETOM, OHAKO AMe-
JIMsI B CBOIO 0Yepe/b He Me[UINIIA M CEKYH/Ibl, Cpa3y ke orpoBepras cioBa JIUCHL.

— 9710 JI0XKb! — AMenus ceiiyac MoIjia TOJIBKO BOCKJIMKHYTh CJIOBHO B IPaBEJHOM THEBE,
Torja kak Kamenus, nepecraB kone0arbcst TYT ke IMOAXBATHIIA CIIOBA CECTPHI.

— BepHo, 3T0 JoKUBas npuciIyra KJeBeler Ha Hac!

— Tama, onu Bpyt! Jluca Obl He craja Jrath MpH Takux oOctosTenbcTBax! OHM camu Bce
CIUTAaHMPOBAJIM, Y CKa3aJIM e Mpo cajl, YToObl OHA He CMOIJIa IOMeIaTh UM Hamyrarh MeHsl... KXa-
kxa! — VYCIIbIIaB cIoBa cectep U MOHSB, YTO MOpa CKa3aTh XOTh YTO-HUOYIh AXEpOH MOT TOJIBKO
BMUT cOOpaTh BCIO CBOIO CMEJIOCTh U Ha OJJHOM JIbIXaHUE CKa3asl BCe TaK, KaK CYUTAJ MPABUIIbHBIM,
OTYEro K KOHILy MPeIOKEHHS JakKe 3aKaIUIsIICS.

Bce-taku 610 04eBUIHO, UTO JIKca He IOCMEeT HU C KeM IpepeKaThesl. XOpoIIo Yke TO, 4TO
OHAa pelInIa CKa3aTh MPaBay, MO3TOMY OH eI, YTo Oojiee MOAXOASIIEro MOMEHTA 3aCTyUThCS
3a Hee MPOCTO He OyzeT.

— AXEpOH OTIBIIIHUCh, Bce Xopotro. Otelr pa3depercst cam, MO3TOMY JIydllie IPOCTO He Jie3b.
— Tyt *)e npuceB psiaoM ¢ cbiHoM, CHIIbBa MOIJIA TOJIBKO TOPOIUTMBO HAIUTH €My TPaBsHOTO vas,
OJIHOBPEMEHHO C YeM aKKypaTHO MOIJIakuBas 1o criuHe. Bcee ke ceifuac eMy CTporo HacTporo 3arpe-
I11aJ710Ch HEPBHUYATb.

KuBHYB Ha cioBa MaTtepu M BBIIUMB TPaBSHOTO 4asi, AXEPOH TYT XK€ MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOs
HEMHOT'O JIy4llle ¥ YCIIOKOWJICS, TOTa Kak CMOTpsl Ha mpoucxopsiee, Kamenss u Amenust Juiib
BCE CHJIbHEe HauMHaIM OecuThesl. To, UYTO MX XOTAT HaKa3aTh 3a KaKylo-TO IJIYIYIO IIYTKY, & B 3TOT
MOMEHT MX MJIAIIIHIA OpaT KyrmaeTcsi B TeIJIe U JIaCKe pa3apakall ux OOJblie BCEro Ha CBETe.

— He ynuBuTENHHO, YTO TH Ha CTOPOHE 3TOM JIKMBOM 0Ocmyru! Elle Ha3bBaelb HAC CBOUM
oparom?! MoxeT OHa OKa3bIBaeT Tede 0coObIe YCIyTrid, YTOOBI Thl MPUKphIBaT ee omuokn? CIu3HSK !
— He caepxaBimch, AMenusi TyT ke Havajla BBIIJIECKMBATh OJHY I'psi3b 3a JPYroW, MOJMBasi €o,
Kak CIIy’)KaHKy, TaK U Opara.

B stor MmomenT CuitbBa MOTJIa JIMIIH CTPOTO CMOTPETh Ha J104b, B TO BpeMs Kak JlemMuan mor
JIMIIb TIOKAYaTh TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO ObI COXaJiesi, YTO HEIOCTATOUHO XOPOIIO BOCIIUATA €.

Tem He MeHee He TTPOIILIO U MHTa, KaK YCTaB CIYIIaTh OIOOHBIN (hapc oT 10HOM Jieau, [lemuan
yXe HEMEeJICHHO MOJOIIeN K AMENUH, CJISIOM BJIEIUIsS ei XJIECTKYIO MOIIEUrHY, OT yAapa KOTOPO
OHa J]ake CJIerKa OTIIATHY/ACh, a €€ I71a3a MTHOBEHHO HAIOJTHMIIMCH IIIOKOM, OOMIO0H, OOJIBIO U Clie-
3aMHU.

— Tw1 Oyzenis criequTh 32 CBOMMU CIIOBaMH, M HE TOJIBKO B MOeM TpucyTcTBuu! S He mo3Bomo
MO30PUTh MOH YMH ¥ TUTYJ ONOOHBIMU BhipakeHusimu! He moka s xuB, Te0e sicHO?!

[Nocne cnoB otia, AMenusi MOTJIa TOIBKO ¢ OOUION U Jaxke sIpOCThIO MOCMOTPETh Ha HEro, Mpo-
JOJIKast IepKaThCsl 38 MOKPACHEBIIYIO M OMyXIIyIo meKky. OHa xoTesna 4To-HUOydb cKa3aTh U BO3pa-
3UTh, OIHAKO JIOBOJILHO CHJIbHAsI OOJIb IO CMX TIOP KPETKO JepKalia ee poT Ha 3aMKe.

— Tebe sicHo nnm 1o6aBuTh emie?! — Bust MoTuaHue 1 cAepkKaHHYIo SIPOCTh B IM1a3ax 10YEpH,
JleMuaH MOT TOJIBKO TYT K€ IIarHyTh BIEPE] U BHOBb 3aMaxXHYThCS PYKOM, OTYEro sIpOCTh B IJ1a3ax
AMeny MrHOBEHHO CMEHHJIACh CTPaXOM U TIOKOPHOCTHIO.

— S-scHo... scHo MHe. — He ciepxkaB crie3 o0uibl, AMeIns TyT Ke 3aKWBajia, BHYTPESHHE
cropast OT OOW/Ibl ¥ THEBA.

— Ecinu 5 emte pa3 ycibiiy nogoOHOe WIH YTO BbI M3/IeBaeTeCh Hajl OpaToM, TO BbI MOXKAJIeeTe.
XOpOIIeHbKO 3aITOMHUTE MO CJIOBA, a Tenepb cBOOOTHBI. — JloroBopus, [leMuaH MOT TOJIBKO YCTaJIO
MaxHYTb PYKOH B CTOPOHY JBYX JOY€pe.
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Enga ciioBa oTiia mporpemMeriu B yiax AMeJnu, Kak OHa TYT ke BbIOeKaJia 13 KOMHATBI, I1j1aua
U peBs, Tora Kak Kamerusi, UCriyraHHO MOMPOIIABIIICH CO BCEMU yKe ToOeskasia BCie]l 38 CECTPOH,
Oy/yuu Ha jiejie He MeHee OOMKEHHOM.

C camoro ieTcTBa AMeIusi OYTH BCeria neperndaa najiky, rorna kak Kamenus Bceraa Obuia
OoJiee MOKJIAUCTOM, HO TeM He MeHee OHAa BCe PABHO HE OTJIMYAJIACh MYIPHIMU TOCTYIIKAMM, JIUIIb
MOCTOSTHHO KOTIMPYsI CBOIO CECTPY.

— IpoknsaTee... — InsAas ceffuac Ha BHIOSTAIONIMX M3 KOMHAT JI0Yepei, OHA U3 KOTOPBIX
3aJIMBaJIach clie3amu, JleMuaH MOT TOJBKO YCTAJIO IPUCECTh Ha KPECIo, OTUPast MalbllaMUi BUCKH.

[Mopoii pa3duparbcsi C ASThbMU Ka3ajach eMy CIOXKHEE 4eM OTOUTh OCajy JUKOrO 3BEphbsl.
XOTs1... MOXKET OH TPOCTO OKazayics IIoxuM oTioM? Bee ke ero Bpemsi, MpoBeAEHHOE C JACThMH,
ObLIIO JOBOJILHO MAJIbIM.

— Thl Bce paBUJIBHO CIENA JOPOrod, AMeNHs IaBHO 3aCiTykKUBaa Ypoka. DTO MOsI BUHA,
YTO 51 HE yC/iequiIa 32 HUMHU, OTYEro OHM TIOCMEJTH TaK 0OpaIlaThCsi CO CBOUM OpaToMm.

CuubBe ceifyac ObLIO OUYeHb OOUIHO U 3a cesl, U 3a jouepeid. VM ObUIO ke TO YeThIpHAIIATh
JIeT, HO OHU TaK W He TIOHUMaJIM, HACKOJIbKO Cephe3Ha MpoliiemMa ¢ UX OpatoMm, CJIOBHO U HE XOTEIn
noHumath. Eciin Obl MX Jiepikaiu B HeBelleHbe, Kak U AXepoHa, OHa Obl ellle MOIJIa MOHSATh UX Oe3-
paccylcTBO, OIHAKO OHM BCe MpeKpacHo 3Hau. IIycTh UM U He cKasayu IpsiMO, HO TeM He MeHee
)1 IOCTATOYHO MUIIH JJ1s1 PA3MbIIIUICHUS ¥ OTIPEICJICHUS TOT0, KAKKE MIOCTYIKU CTOUT COBEPIIATb,
a Kakue Her.

— AXepoH uu K ce0e U OT/IbIXal, iepe/iail STOT JUCTOK ABTYCTO, OH JaJTbllie caM pa3OepeTcs.
— TlepenaBast TMCTOK ChIHY, [leMHaH 3aMeTHJI, YTO TOT B CBOIO OYepe/Ib TaK U MPOJOJIKAET CHIETb,
JIAIIIL MEJTBKOM TIOTJISI/IBIBAS HA CTOSIILYIO Heronasieky Jlucy.

B310XHYB OT OuepeHOro Jenia, HABAIMBIIETOCs Ha HETO, OH MOT TOJIBKO NEPEBECTH B3IJISI]T HA
OJIMHOKO CTOSIIIYIO CITy’KaHKY, YTO JIMIIb MPOIOKAJIA TUXO CTOSITh C OIYILEHHOM TOJI0BOM, He cMesI
HY BBIATH, HUA 3aTOBOPHUTH C KEM-JTHOO.

— Jluca, Thl MOXelTb UATU. Brpenb ciiequ 3a AXepOHOM Kak ClieayeT, Bellb B CICAYIONIUI
pa3 Thl HE OT/EJAeIbCs TaK JIeTKo. Bee ocranbHble TBOM Jiejia B IOMECThe OTHBIHE BO3BMET KTO-TO
Apyrou, cooOmy 06 3ToM ABTrycCTO.

VCrbliaB clioBa IIaBbl IOMECThsI, KOTOPBIE 3BYYaJIU CJIOBHO KOPOJIEBCKOE OMUJIOBaHuMe, Jlrca
Oy/aTo OBI 3aHOBO POJMJIACH U TIOOIArOIapUB HECKOJIBKO Pa3 TYT ke yMUaslach 3a JBEPh JOKHUIATHCS
AXepoHa, KOTOPBIi MOMPOINABIINCH C POAUTEISIMUA BCKOPE YKe BBILIEN CJIEJIOM 32 HEll.
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I'naBa 6. 3acpinas B pajocTu, A
JMIIb BHOBb BHKY Kommap. Yacrs 1.

AXCpOH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIBKO HECIIeIa BEITH 3a ABEPb, OCTABJIAA MATh U OTLA HACJUHE
U peiasd B CBOIO OUEPEIb KaK MOXKXHO CKOPEE BEPHYTHCA B CBOIO KOMHATY. ITocne yacoBoro O6CJIC,HO—
BaHUA HﬁKapefI, a CJIEOOM U ceMerHOn CCOPBI OH HE MOT' HX 1YBCTBOBATb ce0s1 0c000 BEIMOTABIIIMMCSI.
" 9TO, HE TOBOPA YK€ O TOM, YTO CEroAHs OH B IIPUHIUIIC YYBCTBYECT ceos AAJICKO OT CJIOBA XOPOLIO.

JIuca xe x 9TOMY MOMCHTY YK€ 3aKaH4YMBaJIa I10JIy4aTb KaKUe-TO OOBACHEHHUS OT ABOPELKOro,
Ha 4YbHM CJIOBA OHA TO M OCJIO KMBAJIa, 4 3aMETUB BBIIICAIICTO AXCpOHa " NTIOJIy4rB JIETKUA KUBOK OT
ABFYCTO, CJIEAOM YIKE TYT K€ IIOAOIIIA K HEMY.

— Bara MunocTs. Bnaro;lap}o, YTO 3aCTYIIUIIUCH 3a MEHA TIEpE] JIOPAOM HCMI/IB.HOM. — CkJ10-
HUBHIXUCH TTOA ITPAMBIM YTTIOM IIEPEL AXCpOHOM, JIuca Mora ToJbKO HUCKPEHHE HO6J'IaFO,I[apI/ITL.

Ecnm 6bl He ero ciioBa, TO Jaxe YUUThIBasA, YTO OAPOH BCE MPEKPACHOTO MIOHMMAI HaKa3aHUe
BCE PABHO HE 3aCTaBHUJIO Obl ceOs kKJaTh, KAK MUHHUMYM, YTOObI OHA caMa W Jpyrue CIyTd BIIPE/b
ObUTH OOJIee BHUMATETBHBI K 0OSI3aHHON UM padoTe.

— He 3a uro Jluca, Tl Beib Bce paBHO HE BUHOBATA... 51 JOJKEH ObUI TaK MOCTYMUTb... TOTO
TpeboBaia yectb. — [lepenaBast ABrycTo ouepeiHylo TUIIMUHYIO [TMCAaHUHY JieKapel, AXepoH cam
He IOHS1JI, KaK BBICOKOIIAPHBIE CJIOBA YK€ CJIETEJH C €r0 SA3bIKA.

Tem He MeHee OH He cMeJl IOoJaTh U BUY, YTO €EMY CTAJIO HEJIOBKO U CTBIJHO OT COOCTBEHHBIX
CJIOB. O,HHaI(O HAaXe TaK, [TpOHOJIKaA cergyac HUATU TTO KOPpUAOPY, OH MOTI' TOJIBKO CJIErKa CMYTUBIIUCH
1 MNOKPACHEB HEJIOBKO ITOYECATH CBOM HOC.

Panbnie oH HuKoOrna He TrOBOpUJI HO,I[O6HBIX CJIOB, OJHAKO ceriyac OHU CJIOBHO CaMU CJIETEJIN C
ero s3bika. Jluce ObLIO mecTHaauaThb JET, 1 OHa Obl1a OJap€Ha Kak KpaCOTOfI, TaK U O4YapOBaHUECM,
OTYETrO €€ ILCIZCTBPIH BBI3BAJIM B HEM HEOOBSICHUMOE CTECHEHHE U HEJIOBKOCTD.

— Bara MuJI0CTB OTHBIHE 51 TOCTapaloCh OBITH MOCTOSIHHO MOOJIIIKE K BaM, YTOOBI HE TIPOM30-
IIJIO ¥ APYTUX HecyacTuil. Bel coOnpaerech MOMTH OTIOXHYTh? — [ 15171 HA TO, KaK NMOKPaCHEBILIHI,
Kak MoMuI0p, AXepoH crecHsietcs, Jlica eqpa Jiu cMorvia ciepKaTh CMeX, TIOKa3bIBasi TOJIBKO SPKYIO
YIBIOKY.

Ilepen Tem Kak ee yyTh HE Haka3ajid, OHa OYEeHb OOsIaCh MOBTOPHO HAPYLIMTh CBOM 0OsI3aH-
HoctH. Ciyunch onoOHOEe BHOBb M OApOH SIBHO OyIeT KpaiiHe CypoB B €e OTHOIIEHHH, TeM Oosiee
T0CJIe TOTo, KaK y Hee OCTasach JIMIIbL OJJHA 3a00Ta B 9TOM IIOMECTbE.

— Il—aa... 1 MOKEIb ITPOCTO HAa3bIBATb MCHA AXCPOHOM, HY 9TO... KOI'la Mbl HA€AUHE. — Ocra-
HOBHMBIIUCD, AXCpOH I/ICHOIIJ'IO6LH MOCMOTPEI HA .HI/ICy U He 3aMedast KaKoi-11M00 MrHOBEHHOM peak-
YA JEBYHIKU MOI' TOJIBKO 3allaHUKOBATH, TYT K€ TapaTOpdA CBOU CIIEAYIOIIUE CJIOBA. — Hy €Cim
XO4Y€llb, KOHCYHO.

B stor MmomeHT Jluca elie HeCKOIbKO CECKYyHI CMOTpEJia Ha AXCpOHEl, IOCJIE Y€TO HE CACPKAB-
IIXCh IIPBICHYJIA CO CMEXY. BI/II[, HepeCuyp YK CEPbE3HOIO JIMla ACBATHUJICTHEIO MaJIbYUKa BKYIIE C
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ero cJ0BaMu, ObLT TPOCTO KpaiiHe ymopuTteseH. OH HAMOMHMJI €i1 CKa3KY O MPHUHIIAX U MPUHIECCax,
KOTOpBIC e/l YUTAJIM B JIETCTBE, U TaM Kak pa3 ObLJIO YTO-TO MOXOKEE.

AXxepoH e, Bujist ceiiuac cMex JIMChI Ha ero ¢JI0Ba, MOT TOJIBKO OIEIIUTh HACTOJIBKO, UTO JIaXKe
TMOIIATHYJICA. 3a MOocie/lHee MIHOBEHHE OH YKe TokKaJesI ASCATKHM pa3, 4To PEelIn CKa3aTh 4TO-TO
MOAOOHOE. .. IBAKIbIL.

— Benur 4YECTb, Ha3bIBall AXGpOHOM... IMPOKJIATHE KTO TOJIBKO TAHYJI MCHS 3a A3bIK.

Cropas co cTeiIa AXepOH He 3HaJI, 4TO M CKa3aTh, 1a0bl HEe CTAJIO eIlle XyXe, HO O1aro K 3Tomy
MoMeHTY Jluca yxe mepecrajia CMesATbCSI U CEPhe3HO TIOCMOTpesIa Ha Hero.

— IlpocTute 3a 3TO Ballla MIJIOCTh. XOPOIIO, OTHBIHE 51 OyIy 3BaTh Bac MO MMEHH... KOTJa MBI
HaeuHe. — KpaTko BbIcKa3aBILIUCh, JIuca MoIJIa TOJIBKO CEphe3HO KMBHYTh, HA JIEJIE €Ba CACP/KUBAsI
CMeX, TOI/Ia Kak caM AXepOH MOT TOJIbKO MPOJOIKUTH UITH K CBOEW KOMHATe.

Tem He MeHee J1axke YBUIEB CIIOKOWHOE JUIO JIMCHI, KaKk W yC/bIIIaB ee cJioBa AXepOoH MOr
TOJILKO MPOIOJIKATh TTPOKJIMHATH ceOsI 3a CBOM S3bIK. Bce-Taku OH IEHCTBUTENILHO CKa3al KaKUe-TO
HaJIMeHHbIe TITyNOCcTH. CO CTOPOHBI 3TO HABEPHO OBLIIO W BIIPSIMb CMEIITHO.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO JIOBOJIBHO JIONTUX MHUHYT AXEpOH yke HaKOHel[ JoOpajics 10 CBOeW KOM-
HAThI, HECTIENITHO 3aX0/1sl BHYTPb. Ero npixaHue K 5TOMy MOMEHTY yKe U3PSIHO COUIIOCh, a BCE TEJIO
JIOMHUJIO OT CKOMMBIIEHCS YCTAJIOCTU M HampsikeHusl. OHO ¢ caMoro pokaeHHs ObLJIO YKAacHO Clia-
ObIM ¥ HEMOIIIHBIMHU, TIPOJOJIKAsI CTAHOBUTCS TAKOBBIM U JAJIBIIIE, C KAKIBIM MPOUICHHBIM T'OOM.
OH faxe He MOT 3aHMMAThCsl TPEHUPOBKAMH KaK €ro OTell ¥ CTapIluil Opar, Bellb Jaxe HeOObIIoe
HanpsiKeHWe Ha CepIIlie YKe MOIJIO BbI3BaTh OUEPETHOW MPUCTYIT WK MTPUIAJIOK.

— Kaxk ke %kaJb, 4TO 51 He MOTY YIPaXHSTHCS C MEYOM... — C coxaJleHHeM MoKayas I'oJIOBOM,
AXepoH MOT TOJIbKO CJIEJOM ITOYYBCTBOBATH CeOsl ellle XyKe, YeM YKe €CTb.

Ero HacTpoeHure BMUI UCIIOPTUJIOCH, TTOITOMY 3aii/isl B KOMHATy OH TYT K€ yJIercs Ha CBOIO
KpOBaTh, COOMpAsiCh HEMHOTO OTIOXHYTb. JIvca xke, 3aii/isl ClieJoM CIIOKOMHO ycesach Ha CTYI, JIUIIb
BHUMATEJIbHO MOMJISIIbIBAsI HA HETO.

— T-1B1 Oyzems cupeTsb 31ech? — OmenoMIeHHO MPOOOPMOTaB, AXepOH MOTI' TOJIBKO BHOBb
MOYYBCTBOBATh HEOBIBATYIO HEJIOBKOCTb.

Emy kazanock crpanHbM, uto Jluca Oynmer Bcerga cMOTpeTh Ha Hero. B 0ocOOGHHOCTH MOKa
OH TIBITAETCS 3aCHYTh... WM yXKe CITUT. DTO OBUIO HE TOJBKO CJIerKa HEJIOBKO, HO M cTpaHHO. K ero
yIuBIIeHuI0, JIuca Moriia TolbKO HeOpeKHO KUBHYTh Ha €r0 CJIOBA.

— ABrycrTo ckazai, yToObl OTHBIHE 51 HE OTXOAMJA TeOs, MOITOMY /14, 51 Oyly CHIETh 31eCh, a
MIOTOM, KOT'ZJa 3[1ECh TIOCTABSAT €l1le OHY KpOBaTh, TO U CHATh.

UYem OGosbinie Jluca ceifuac mpoposiKaia TOBOPUTh, TEM CHIIbHEE AXepOH YyBCTBOBAJ HEJIOB-
KOCTb, B TO BpPeM$I KaK Ha MOCJIEIHUX CJIOBAX €ro JIMIO CTAJIO YKE CBEKOJIbHO-KPACHBIM M TOPEJIO CO
CTBIAA.

— C-cnarb 3aech? T-Tbl HABEPHO YTO-TO IyTaelllb, T-Thl yBEpeHa?

3aunkasich, AXepOH MOT JIMIIb TPOTApaTOPUTh HACTOJIBLKO OECCBA3HO, uTo JIuca enBa Jiv MoHsa,
YTO OH cKa3ajl. OHa BHOBb 3aXUXMKaJla, OTYETO OH TYT K€ PELLNJI OTBEPHYTHCS K CTEHE, YKPbIBILIUChH
OZIESJIOM BIUIOTB /IO T'OJIOBHI.

— Jl-nagHo motoMm paszdepemcs... s HeMHoro nocruiio. — He aaB BcraButh Jluce U CJI0BO,
AXEpoH CJIeIoM TYT ke 3aKpbLT I71a3a, COOMPasich HEMHOTO YCTIOKOUTHC.
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Tem He MeHee CITyCTsl HECKOJIbKO MMHYT, YCTaJIOCTb, K €r0 YAMBJIEHHUIO, YK€ Hayasa CIEeIIHO
oBJaieBaTh M. THIIMHA Ka3aJ1ach TaKOU OJTaKeHHOM, a MOCTOSTHHAS O0JTh B MBIIIIIAX M KOCTSAX HavYasa
orcrynatb. Cepiie, 10 HeJaBHEro BpeMeHU OUBIIIEe C ABOMHBIM YCHIIMEM HA4aJIo JIUIIb MEPHO MOCTY-
kuBath. He ycrien oH 1axe OMOMHMTBCS, KaK HAPCTBO CHOB, Ka3aJI0Ch, BHOBB 3BAJIO €10, a IJ1a3a BMUT
HAJIMJIUCh CBUHIIOM, HE KeJlasi OTKpbIBaThesl. He mporuio, ka3anoch 1 MTHOBEHU S, Kak OH YKe THXO
3aCHYII

Habmonapmas ke Bce 310 Bpems 3a AxepoHoM JIrica BCKOpe yke yCblaia JIMIIb JIETKOe
COMEHbE, OTYETrO J1a)ke HEMHOTO YMBUIIACh, HO TEM He MeHee He cTajla HU OyJUTh ero, HM Kak-I10o
ITyMETb.

— OH u npaBza 3acHys. — YOeIuBIIUCh, YTO AXEpOH AEHCTBUTENBHO 3acHyl, Jlnca Morna
TOJIBKO aKKYpaTHO B3$5ITh IEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS KHUTY CO CTOJA, CJIEJOM YK€ HauMHas HECIELIHO
YUTaTh.

Ceituac AXepoHy Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH MEAJIEHHO TOHET, TOrAa KakK OUIYIIEHHE HEsICHOCTU W
aOCTPaKTHOCTH MPOUCXOJISIIETO He JaBaJIo eMy coOpaThes C MBICTsAMU. YepHoe, Kak HOuHOe HeOO
MOpe MeJIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO 3aCachlBAJIO €r0 B CBOU IIIyOHMHBI, CIOBHO THHA. CONHIIE MPOJOIIKAIO
OCBeIaTh MOBEPXHOCTh YEPHOH BOJIBI, €Ba JI KOPOTKMMHU JIyYMKaMU MTPOHUKAsI CKBO3b €€ TOJIILY,
OTPBIBKAMH JOXO[IsI /IO €ro JIUIA.

Uem riyOxke AXepoH OIycKascs, TeM TeMHee CTaHOBHJIOChH, & CITYCTsI HECKOJIbKO MUHYT JIaXKe
TMIOCJIETHUM JTyYMK COJTHIIA HAKOHEI] ePecTal J0CTaBaTh 10 €ro JIMIA, IOrpykasi €ro B KPOMEIIHYIO
TEMHOTY. BeCKOHEeUYHBI MPOCTOP MpaKa, Ka3aJloch, OKyTHIBAI BCE BOKPYT, HO OH CaM JIMIIb IIPOAOI-
KaJI OITyCKaThCsl BCE HUXKE... B CAMBbIE HeJlpa.

— 4 nomxHO OBITH CILTIO... MHE HYXHO MPOCHYThcsi! — BMecTe ¢ 9Toi MaHMYECKOi MBICTIBIO,
AXepoH yke HauaJl KycaTb CBOM T'yOBl U OMTh ceOsl B Ipy/ib, HO BCe ObLIIO OECTONKY, BEllb OH JIUIIIb
MIPOJIOJIKAJT OIYCKAThCsl BCE HIKE, HE CIIOCOOHBIN JJaske M3MEHUTDb CBOE HAIpaBJIeHHE.

Ckosbko Obl AXepOH HU TOHYJI, BO3/IyX TaK U HE 3aKAHYMBAJICS B €0 JIETKUX, & IyBCTBO OBLIO
Takoe, CJIOBHO eMy M He HyXXHO OoJiee Ablarh. MOXeT... OH ¥ He TOHET BoBce?

Jlaxxe CIycTs HECKOJIBKO YacoB JJHA TaK U He ObLJIO BUJHO, U JIMIIb TEMHOTA, C KQXIbIM TPOW-
JEHHBIM BIJIyOb METPOM CTAaHOBUJIACh Ka3aJloch TOJIBKO TeMHee. Kazanock, MOXET Jin yke TOTHast
YepHOTa CTaTh elie TeMHee? B 5ToM He0ObSCHUMOM YepHOM MOpE OTBET ObUT JIMIIb OIMH — MOKET.

AXepoH Mpooka MorpyXkaTbes, TOra Kak Mopoi, CKBO3b OECKPAHIO TEMHOTY OH CJIOBHO
Obl 3aMeYaJl HesICHbIE CHITYITHI, IIPOTUIBIBAIOIIME MUMO. HeKoTopble 13 HUX ObUIM MaJIeHbKUMHU, KaK
Y OH CaM, OJJHAKO JIPyrre Ka3aJIuCh HACTOIBKO OOJIBIIMMHU, UTO MOpakasii BooopaxkeHune. C KakpIM
YBU/IEHHBIM CHJTY3TOM yKac HayaJl MIOJKPabIBAThCS K €ro Cepaily Bee Oke.

— Y-ut0 310?! — [NOoCcMOTpEB B I11yOMHY Oe3/1HBI, AXepOH Havas 3aMedaTh KaKOH-TO KPYIJIbIiA
Y HESICHBIN KOHTYD, OJJHAKO, YeM OOJIbIIIe OH MPOIOJIKAI OIYCKAThCs, TEM CUJIbHEE ero Cepiie Hauu-
HaJlo OUTBCS, CHaYasIa OT CTpaxa, a IoTOM M OT yKaca.

KoHTyp craHoBumiCSl Bce OTueT/IMBee, TOrJa Kak Jaxe OH caM He CMeJ OTPhIBaTh OT HEro
B3IVISI/1Q, JIMIIH Kycast TyObl 10 KPOBH U KeJlasi HAKOHEI] TPOCHYThesl. OHAKO, CTOMJIO TOJIBKO Oarpo-
BOW KPOBHU C €r0 UCKYCaHHBIX TyO MPOCOYUTHCS B UEPHOE MOpPE, KaK BECh MUP BMHUT 3a[IpOKal, a B
r1yOrHe Oe3/IHBl OrPOMHBIN KOHTYP HEMCTOBO JIEPHYJICS.

KpacHoe 0ko BMUT OTKPBUIOCH B CAMBIX HEJIPax YE€PHOTO MOpsI, & €ro pazmMep ObLT MOMCTHUHE
HeBooOpa3uM. CBeT, UCITyCKaeMBbIil UM, ObLIT CIIOCOOEH OCBETHUTh BCE MOpe, IIpeBpailas ero u3 ep-
Horo B aybiii! OH Ka3ajcs TaKUM OJM3KUM, 9TO AXEpOH CJIOBHO MOT MPOTSHYTh PYKY M KOCHYTCS
ero, OHAKO TOT ObLT JIMIIIb OECKOHEYHO JaJIeK.

— 3TO Xe MPOCTO... H-HEBO3MOXKHO... — IllokupoBaHo MpoOOpMOTaB, AXEPOH MOTI' TOJIBKO
BMUT TOYYBCTBOBATh HEBOOOPA3MMYIO BOJIHY HAKATHBIIMX HA HETO SMOLIMH.

Cryctst MuT JTaXe ero CMUpeHHe Tiepel] CHOM Paccesyioch, Bellb CTpax M yXkac OBIeN] UM
TMIOJIHOCTBIO ¥ 0e3B03BpaTHO. OH HayaJl MBITAThCS CHENaTh XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib, OJHAKO HE MOT JIaXe
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CIIBUHYTBCSI HA JIIONM, MPOAOJIKAS JIUIITH CTPEMUTEIBHO OMycKaThest BHU3. KpacHbIi 1a3, Ka3anoch,
He oOpalay Ha Hero BHUMaHUS, OTHAKO CITyCTsl MTHOBEHHUE, CJIOBHO UTO-TO IMOYYBCTBOBAB OH BPYT
SIPOCTHO CY3WICA. AJIble TPOXKWIKY MOSIBUIKMCH 110 BCEMY IJ1a3y, TOrAa Kak BMECTO CITIOKOMCTBUS TOT
CTaJl UCTOYATh JIMIIb HEBUJAHHOE J0CEJIE 3J10 U KECTOKOCTH !

Mope B 3TOT MOMEHT CJIOBHO BMUT 3a0ypIIMIIO OT SIPOCTH KPacHOTO OKa U AXepOH MOYyBCTBO-
BaJI, KaKk OHO Y€ Hauyajio B3UpaTh UMEHHO Ha Hero. JIMKo OmisiIeBIIUCh B TIOUCKAX CIIACEHUsI, OH He
CMOT cIepKaTh KpUKa yxkaca, Belb YepHOE MOpE, JOCEJIe CKPbITOE TEMHOTOM, ITOKAa3aJI0 CBOW UCTUH-
HBI ¥ yXacHbI 0OMMK. BMecTo BoAbI ObUIM JIMIITL OECKOHEYHBIE POM HACEKOMBIX, CIIOBHO KMXKa
Jexauue apyr Ha apyre. [Toka gpemasio oko, JpeMasio U MOpPe, HO OIYTUB €ro THEB... OCTABAJICS
JIUIIb yKac.

Bce mope 3a0ypnwio u 3aTpemayio W JIUIb Toraa AXepoH, KPUYaBIIUM OT yKaca, OIIyTHII
Ha cebe MUpUaIbl HACEKOMBIX, MOJ3YIIUX MO Hemy. HacekoMble, CJIOBHO BEYHOCTh CTPA/IAIOIIUE OT
roJIofa YCTPEMUJIUCH BO BCE €0 OTBEPCTHsI, 3a0MPasiCh B HO3/IPH, TJIA3HUIIBI, YIIIU U POT. AJIcKasi 60Jb
HAIOJTHUJIA BCE €ro TeJio, a CaM OH JIMIIb MOT KeJlaTh ceOe CMepTH, MEJIEHHO MOeIaeMblid 32)KUBO.
KpacHoe oko juIib mpogomkano HadmoaaTh, UCToYast 3710, TIOKa OT AXepoHa He OCTajloCh HUYEro,
Jlake KPYIUIBl KPOBH, HO OCTAJIOCh JIMIIh JAJIEKO 9XO €ro BU3rOB U BOILIEH, YHOCUMbIX TEMHOTOHA. ..

OTKpBIB M1a3a, AXepOH MOT TOJIBKO OE3yMHO 3aKpHUYaTh, MBITASICh PyKaMu COPOCHTH ¢ cels
TIOJTYMIIA HEBUIUMBIX HACEKOMBIX, HO TOJIBKO CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I OH OCO3HAJI, UTO JICKHT B
KpOBaTH, a Bce MPOU3OIIEIIee MTHOBEHUSIMU Ha3a,] ObLUIO JIUIIIb YKaCHBIM KormMapoM. CIie3bl TyT ke
MOTEKJIH U3 €ro I71a3, a APOKb COTpsicalia BCe TeJI0, Be/lb O0JIb U YKAaC Ka3aIUCh TAKMMU PEaTbHBIMH,
CJIOBHO MPOUCXOAWJIN HasIBY.

— K-kommap... n-npocro kommap... — Tuxo mnpoientaB, AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO MPOJOJIKATh
MBITATHCS OE3YCIIENTHO MOOOPOTH JIPOKb BO BCEM TeJle.

Tem He MeHee, OTJISAEBIIUCH CITYCTSI MHT, OH yke 3aMeTu1 JIucy, cuzieBIylo Ha CTyJ1e, CITUHOM K
HeMy. Ero Kprk HUKak He MOTPEBOXMUII €€, OTYET0 OH TYT e MOYYyBCTBOBA HEOBIBATYIO CTPAHHOCTD,
a CIyCTsI MTHOBEHHE U €/1Ba CICPKUBAEMBbII CTPax.

— Jluca... ToI ciumib? — BeTaB ¢ KpoBaTH M MOJOWASA K JIEBYIIKE, AXEPOH XOTeJl B3IJISIHYTh
Ha Hee, HO JJake Mpeskjie, YeM OH YCIIeNl ee OOOMTH, Ta YKe pe3Ko 0OepHYIach, a OH cam ObLT JIUIIIb
CrocoOeH 3aKphyaTh OT HeTlepelaBaéMoro yxaca, OTIIAThIBasCh HAa3a/l U Ma/iasl Ha TOJI.

— AXepoH... 4To y MeHs ¢ uioM? T-Tak OOJBHO... MHE TaK OOJIbHO AXEPOH... Thl TIOMOXKEIIIb
MHe...7

Ceituac Bce HEKor/1a MpeKpacHoe JUIO JIMCH ObLIO JIUIh U3BEICHO MOMYHIIAMU HACEKOMBIX,
JKUBYIIMX HbIHE B €€ TOJIOBE, TOT/Ia KaK C KaXJbIM MICKOBEPKAHHBIM CJIOBOM M3 €€ PTa BBIBAIMBAIIOCH
MHOXECTBO TBapeu, CJIOBHO HE3HAIOIIMX KOHIIA. OT TaKOro y’KaCHOTO 3perIlia MbICTA AXepOoHa BMUT
HavyaJi MEpKHYTb, Be/lb UCIIITHIBAEMBIN UM Y:kac ObuT OecripenesnieH. He mpomio u mura, Kak OH yxe
MOTEPsiT CO3HAHKE, HE CIIOCOOHBIN OoJiee BhIAEPkKaTh TaKOW OECKOHEYHBIN KOIIMap.
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I'naBa 7. 3acpinas B pajgocTu, A
JIMIIb BHOBb BHKY KomMap. Yacrts 2.

BraxxHble 1 npuIyxiive ot ciies riaza AXepoHa B 3TOT MOMEHT Pe3KO PaclaxHyJIUCh, a CaM OH
BCKOYMJI C KPOBATH C IMKUM KPUKOM, B TO BpeMs KaK Ha €ro JIMLe YUTAJICS YUCThIN yxac. [IpocHyB-
IIMCh BHOBb, OH BCE TAK)KE HAXOMJICS B CBOEW KOMHaTe, a Jluca Bce Takke HEM3MEHHO cujielia Ha
CTyJIe HEJJaJIEKO OT HETO, YIEPEeBIIMCh TOI0BOI B COOpaHHbIE MO HEHl pyKHU.

PeasibHOCTD 1 KOLIMAp cefiuac CIOBHO CIUIEMCh BOEIMHO, OTYETO OH MOT JIMIIb UCTIBITHIBATH
HEBOOOPA3UMBIH CTpax, O0sCh HABEUHO 3aCTPSTh B KPYTOBOPOTE STOrO MpakKa.

— IlIpocHytbes! S nomxeH npocHyThesi! — C OTYasiHHBIM KPUKOM, AXEpOH TYT ke Havall
OerieHo OUTH cedsl MO JIMILY, OJHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM Kycasl TyObl IO KPOBH, B HajeXkJe HaKOHeIl
OYHYTbCSI OT ITOTO HECKOHUAEMOT0 KOIIIMAapa.

CKOJIBKO OBl pa3 OH HE OTKPbIBAJI IJIa3a, KOIIMap CJIOBHO ITPOAOJIKAJI ITPECIEAOBATH €ro, OTYCTO
cepaue HaAIOJIHAIOCh OAHUM TOJIBKO IUICHIYINUM OTYasIHUEM. On 6OHJ'ICH, 4To 6y,IICT BBIHYK/ICH BCC-
r'la BUIETHh NOBTOPAOIIUECA KOIIMAPHBIC CHbI, HE CIIOCOOHBII MO-HACTOAMIEMY OTKPLITH CBOU IJId34a.

3acHyBlIas 3a ctosioM Jluca B 3TOT MOMEHT yxke HeMe[Isl BCKOUMIa OT JUKOTrO KpUKa, CIIpo-
COHbs1 JJa’ke He CIIOCOOHask MOHATh, YTO Mpou3olio. Ha ee iuie ynTanock HEMOHUMAaHUE U UCTIYT,
OJIHAKO B[Sl B KAKOM COCTOSTHUM AXEPOH OHa TYT e cOOpasiach C MBIC/ISIMU, CIEIIHO HAIIPABJISACh
B €I0 CTOPOHY.

— A-a-a-a-a! He nogxonu! He nonxonu ko MHe! — 3akpryuas ellie CuiibHee NpexHero, AXepoH
MOT TOJIBKO ITPOJOJIKATh HAHOCUTD ce0e OJIMH y/iap 3a IPyruM, HaJIesiCh, YTO XOTsI ObI OOJIb TIOMOXKET
€My HaKOHeI[ IIPOCHYThCS.

Koma JIuca BcTana u HalpaBUJIACh K HEMY, OH JaKE€ HE OCMEIIMBAJICA ITOCMOTPETL Ha €€ JINLO,
JIMIb MpoAOJIKad Kpru4arhb, OuTH ceds U KyCaTb FY6BI. EMy Ka3aJIOCh, CTOUT JIUIIb ITIOCMOTPETh Ha
HEE, KaK OH BHOBb YBUJUT TOJIbKO IIOJYHIIA HACEKOMBbIX, POAIIUXCA B €€ INIa3HULIAX, TOrla KaK €€
CJIOBA, B3bIBAIOIIME O ITIOMOIIH, 6y,HYT HaAImOJTHEHbI OAHUM TOJIBKO CTPpAJaHHUEM N 00JIBIO.

JIuca xe B CBOIO o4yepelb Tak U BOBCE HC IIOHUMAJIA, YTO cerigyac IMpouCxoauT, 1 HaXOAJIaCb
MMPOCTO B ITOJIHOM 3aMEHIATEIIbCTBE U JAKE UCITYTC. Mpiciu o TOM, 4YTO OHa BC€ €1I€ CIIMT, TO U JEJI0
MEJIbKAJIM B €€ I'OJIOBE, OOHAKO BCKOPE IMOHUMaAs BCIO pEaJIbHOCTb U a60yp,IIHOCTb IMpOUCXOOAIIEro
OHa MOIJIa TOJIbKO HE o6pama;1 BHUMAHHA Ha IICUXOBAHHBIE KPUKU HEMCJIA HOII6C)KaTb K AXCpOHy,
BEOb C Ka)KﬂOﬁ CCKYHHOﬁ TOT paHUJI ce0s Bce CHUJIBHEEC, CJIOBHO BOO6H_IC HE YYBCTBYA 00JIH.

— AXepoH 310 *e 1... JIuca. Bce xoporo... Tel IpocHycs... Bce xopoino. — OOHSAB AXepoHa,
Jluca Mory1a TOIBKO THXO 3alleNTaTh €My Ha YXO M JIMIIb TOTA OH NepecTal OpblKaThes, oceas Ha
T10J1, CJIOBHO JIMIIEHHbIN KU3HMU.

— JI-nuca... TBOE JIULIO... TBOE JIULIO ObL10.... — He INOoAHNMAs ITPOMOKIIHNX OT CJIE3 1143, Axe-

POH MOT JIMIIb MPOJOJIKAaTh CMOTPETH B TOJI, BE[Ib OH TaK OOSJICS, UTO, TOCMOTPEB, €r0 Oy/IeT KAaTh
JIMIIb OYEPETHON YoKac.
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Tem ne meHee Jluca ceityac He oOpalnaia Ha ero cJoBa HUKaKOro BHUMAaHUs, TYT ke 0OXBaThl-
Basl €ro JIMIIO0 CBOMMH PyKaMHU U pOBHsIsI cO cBoUM. OH CONPOTUBIISIICS €€ XBaTKe, jKeJlasi OMyCTUTh
TrOJIOBY B IOJI, OJHAKO OHA BCE PABHO JIMIIIb IPOJIOJIKAJIA JIepiKaTh €ro, OTHOBPEMEHHO KaK KPETIKo,
TaK U HEXHO.

— Bepb MHe... MOCMOTpPU HA MEHSI... TBOW KOIIMAp 3aKOHYWICS... — THUXUI U TakO# nevaib-
HBIA ros1oc JIMChl TyT ke pa3zgajics Bo3iie yxa AXepoHa, TOrja Kak ee CJIoBa CIOBHO 331U CTPYHBI
€ro 3arpsiTaBLICHCs TyIIH.

AXepoH MOT TOJIbKO MEIJICHHO ¥ OOSI3JIMBO OTKPHITH CBOY 3allJIAKAHHBIE T71a3a, BCTPEYasch C
TaKUMU JACHBIMU 3C€JICHBIMU IJla3aMH, OJHAKO HAIIOJIHEHHBIMU JIUIIIb O)lHOfI IIe4yaJibio 1 I/ICerHHGﬁ,
YUCTON KAIOCTHIO.

— Kommap 3akoHumsics.... — He caepxasiiyics AXepoH TyT ke 3aIljlakal CUJIbHEE IPEKHEro,
yIEpEBUINCH I'OJIOBOM B Irpyab Jluce, Torga kak TpOMKHE phliaHue Ha4ali pa3/iaBaThesl M0 BCel KOM-
Hare.

Bce ero caepkanHble sMonuM, 0O U OTYAsTHUE, YTO OH WCIBITHIBAJ, Ka3ajJoCh, HAKOHEIl
CMOIJIM HalTH BBIXO/I, BMECTE CO CJIe3aMU M OTHBIHE, HABEKU U3PAHEHHBIM CEPIIIIEM.

B 310T MOMEHT, KOrZa pbllaHus Jaxke €Ille He YCIeIU OKOHYATEJIbHO CTUXHYTh, JABOE MYXK-
YMH MIHOBEHHO BOEajM B KOMHATy, OyKBaJIbHO Ha XOy BbIIMOAst 1Bephb. VX pyKH KpemkKo CKu-
MaJIi Me4H, a I1a3a ObICTPO U TIIATEIbHO OCMAaTPUBAJIM KOMHATY, OIHAKO HUKOIO KPOME CHJEBIINX
B OOHUMKY AxepoHa U JIMChl OHU TaK U HE 3aMETHJIH.

— Bama mutocts, uto cinyunioch?! Bel kpuyanu! — OauH U3 phlliapeii BHOBb BHUMATEIbHO
OCMOTpeJT KOMHATY, B TO BpeMsI Kak Jpyrou BUs, YTo AXepOH He OTBEYAET TYT K€ HAIpaBUiI Med Ha
UCITyTaHHYIO JIEBYILIKY, TOTOBSICh TIPH HEOOXOOMMOCTH TYT ke ee 00e3BpenuTb. — OTOHIM OT Hero
ceryac e WIH MoXKaeels!

Jluca Tyt ke onenmia, CHa4ajaa He MOHUMAs1, YTO IPOMCXOJUT, OTHAKO YK€ Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE
OHa JIETKO CMOIJIa OCO3HaTh IPUYMHY AEUCTBUM philiaps. Ee poT HeMeaIeHHO pacKpbuIcs, OIHAKO
ellBa NIepBOE CJIOBO YCIIEJIO CIIETETh ¢ ee Ty0, Kak AXEpOH TYT e YCTaJlo MOAHSJICS, CIIOBHO OBl U3
MOCJIE/IHUX CUJL.

— Mupeiin... BunbrensMm, Omarogapio 3a 3a00Ty, HO BCe XOPOIO. MHe TPOCTO MPUCHUIICS
KOIIIMAap, a YBeubs 51 HaHeC ceOe caM B MPHCTYIIE TaHUKH.

AXepoH TrOBOPUJT YBEPEHHO, HO ITyCTO, CJIOBHO B €ro CJIOBax He ObL1o *ku3HU. Ero B3rs ensa
JI1 HA MTHOBEHUE HpO6e>KaJICH IO JIMaM JABYX 3HAKOMbIX MYKYUH, TOI'da KakK YK€ CITyCTA MUI' BHOBb
oOpaTwICs B MOJI.

JIBoe phlliape ke B CBOIO OUepe/ib He OTBEYAITH, JIMIIb MPOAOJIKAsi BHUMATEIBHO OCMaTPUBATh
AXepoHa, OTHAKO TIO Karakolle U3 ero ryd KpoBU U pa3oUTOMY JIMITY ObLIO HE COBCEM MOHATHO KTO
MOBHMHEH B 9TOM. TeM He MeHee OT MX BHUMATeIbHBIX B3IJISIOB HE YCKOJIB3HYJIO, UTO PYKHU CITY)KaHKU
ObLIM YMCTHI, TOT/IA KaK €ro pyKd HA00OPOT ObLITM PaHEHBl U UCTIAYKAHbI KPOBBIO.

XoTs JBOE phlLlapeil U Hauald IPUMEPHO MOHUMATh, YTO ITPOU30IILIO OHU BCE PABHO HE MOIIN
MPOCTO TaK YWUTH OTCIOAA, 3a0bIBasi O MPOU3OIIEIIEM, U Jake He TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OHHM ObLIH
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poILApAMUA MMOMECTbA, HO U TTIOTOMY, YTO 3HAJIM MaJIbYHUKa C CaMOro €ro IeTcrna, Ha6)110na51 KaK OH
MCIJICHHO POC Ha UX TIJla3ax.

— Ml MOHUMAcM, Ballla MHUJIOCTb, OJHAKO MUJIOPA I[eMI/IaH n jean CunbBa YK€ YBEIOMJICHBI,
W MBI JOJIZKHBI OTHECTH BaC B JIa3apeT.

[Nonumasi, yro AxepoH He coBceM B ceOe, MupeiiH He ctan Oojlee HUYero TOBOPUTh, M HE
JOKHUIASICh OTBETA, TYT K€ MOAXBATHII €T0 Ha PYKH, CITyCTsI MTHOBEHHE yKe OBICTPO HAINpaBJIsisCh B
CTOPOHY Jia3apeTa. Busbrebm xke JIMIb KUBKOM YKa3aB Jluce uaru cienoMm, caM ke Hauasl 3aMbIKaTh
CTPOi, HE CBOJISl ITPU ITOM C Hee CBOMX IJ1a3.

Heckosbko cyr B STOT MOMEHT TOJIITHJINCH 32 IBEPHIO, CPE/IM KOTOPBIX BUAUMO U ObLIT TOT, KTO
M03BaJI phIIapel, MOcJie TOro Kak YCiblain Kpuku Axepona. [1pu Buze paH Ha Jiuie chiHa OapoHa
MHOI'M€ U3 HUX HO6JIC}1H€HI/I, MPUHABIIWCH TYT XK€ YAUBJICHHO HICTITATHCA, 06cy>1<na51, YTO MOIJIO
MTPOU3OUTH, B TO BPeMsI KaK X B3IJISIIbl HEIIPOM3BOJILHO TO M JIEJIO A 1aJTH Ha JTYTITYIO IO HAI30POM
OJHOTO U3 phitiapeit Jlucy.

Jemuan u CuiibBa K 3TOMy MOMEHTY YK€ CTOSUIM B KOMHATe Jia3apeTa, B KOTOPYIO JIOJKHbI
JOCTaBUTh BO3MOXHO paHEHHOro AxepoHa. JIMIo I1aBel momMecThe, OyATo Obl He BhIpakayio adbco-
JIIOTHO HUYEro, B To BpeMsl Kak CuibBa MaHWYECKU I'pbl3Jia HOITH Ha pyKax, cropaeMasi epexkuBa-
HUSIMU 32 CbIHA. ByKBaJIbHO TOJIBKO YTO MX OTOPBAJIM OT BCEX JIEJ, CO CJIOBAMH O TOM, UTO M3 KOMHATBI
HX CbIHA UCXOUJIN UCTOUIHBIC KPUKHW U 3BYKHU JPAKH, U MI/IprIH ¢ Buibrensmom YK€ HAXOOATCSA TaM,
pa3dupasich B IPOU3OIICIIIIEM.

JloOpaBirck BCKope J10 JlazapeTa, MUperH TyT ke TOJIOKUIT AXepoHa Ha KpOBaTh, B TO BpeMsI
Kak ABIYyCTO HEMe[JIs Mo0eskaB, Hayajl BHITUPATh C HEr0 KPOBb, HAMA3bIBasl Ma3blo CHHSIKHU U cCa-
JWMHBI HA €TO CIMIIKOM YK OJeIHOe JIMIO. A TOCIie yKe Hayall CIIeNTHO 3aBapuBaTh KaKOW-TO HEo-
HATHBIA, BUJUMO YCIIOKAWBAIOUIUI OTBap.

VBUIEB cBOEro chiHa, JleMruaH MpayHO HaXMYpHJICs, B TO BpeMsl Kak HOru CHIIbBbI TIOIKOCH-
JIUCh, @ CaMa OHa e/1Ba He ynasia. TOJIBKO KpelKasl pyKa My’a BOBPEMs YCIesia €€ MOAXBATUTb U
yZAepKaTh OT MaJIeHUs.

— Y-uro ¢ moum ceiHoM?! KT0 3710 cienan?! Kro?! — fApoctHo kpuua, CribBa TYT ke Opocuia
B3MJIsA]] Ha UCITyraHHYIo0 JIucy, KoTopas TyT ke 3aapokaia, 00sICh, UTO MOXKET IOMACTh TOJ] TOPSIYIO

PYKY.

Ha nepBbli1 B31511 Ka3a10Ch, YTO CIy’KaHKa BO3MOXKHO Harnajla Ha AxepoHa, ofiHako JlemuaH
Cpa3y nmogMeETnJI MHOI'ME HECOCTBIKOBKU. B oTmiumu oT o4yt 4to APOCTHOT'O OOBUHEHNA CI/IJILB])I,
OH JIMIIb CIIOKOWHO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOETO CBIHA, JIEKAILET0 Ha KPOBATH M CJIOBHO HaXOJALIEMCS B
KaKOM-TO HUCCTYILJICHUU.

— Yro npousonuio, AxepoH? — Tuxo cnpocus, JleMuan Mor JIMIb MPOAOIKATh CMOTPETh
Ha CbIHA.

Tem He MeHee, AXepOH B 9TOT MOMCHT JIMIIb ITPOOOJIKAJI 6C3yqaCTHO CMOTPETDH B IIOTOJIOK, TaK

U He oTBevast oTIyy. MOMEHTHI U3 KOIIMApoB TO U JIEJI0 MeJIbKaIM B ero rosnose. [lorpyxenue B Oec-
KOHEYHOE JJHO Ka3aJIOCh JIUIIIb YEPHOTo Mopsl... KpacHoe 0Ko HeBUIaHHBIX MacIITaOOB, CTOYAIOIIEEe
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3JI0 1 JKECTOKOCTE.... CT)GIIGHI/IG 3aKHMBO MOTYUILIAMA HACEKOMBIX.... U AaXe, Korjga Ka3aJoCb KommMap
HAKOHECI 3aKOHYMJICA, JaKE€ OTKPLIB IV1a3a U IPOCHYBUIUCH €0 KAaJjl JIMIIb... O‘JGpGI[HOfI Kommap.

— AxepoH 5 Teds cpocuJ, 4to mpousonuio. OTBeTh MHe. — B 3T0T MOMeHT [lemuan mor
TOJIKO HAXMYPHUTbCS, CJIETKA TMOBBILIAS FOJIOC, OTYETO HABAXKAECHKE CJIOBHO CIAJO ¢ AXEpOHa, I0CIIe
Yero TOT TYT K€ ITOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY, B3Upasi Ha OTLA.

— Kormmap... MHE pocTo NPUCHWICS KOIIMap. — AXEpOH ceiiyac TOBOPUII CIIOKOMHO, TTOUTH
IIENIOTOM, HO TaKOW 3aKaJIeHHbIH B 0OSIX phIlIaph Kak JleMuaH CIOBHO yuysil yKac, CKpPbIBAIOIIUICS
B CJIOBAX CBbIHA, & [IO3TOMY OH HE MEUINIIL.

[MpuceB Bo3sie AXepoHa, OH TYT ke MOCMOTpEJT Ha Hero, akKypaTHO KJIaJisl PyKy Ha ero Iuiedo,
TOTJIa KaK CJIOBA, BHIXOAIINE U3 €r0 YCT, BhIPAKaJld JIUIIb IOHUMAHKE U CBOETO pojia MpochOy mojie-
JIUTCSI C HUM CBOMMH BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU U OOJIBIO.

— JlomKkHO OBITH KOIIMap ObLT CIIOBHO peajibHOCTh. Pacckaku HaM, Belb 3TO MOXET ObITh
KaKoe-TO MPOKJISITHE. Sl MOXKET M BCEro JIMIIb PHIAPb, OJHAKO HE pa3 BCTPEYAICs C MOJOOHBIM, BEph
MHe.

CUJIBHBIN U HETIOKOJIEOUMBIN TOJIOC OTIIA, CJIOBHO TIOMOT AXEpOHY NMPUITH B ceOsl, JaBasi CBO-
HUMHU CJIOBAMU IIOHATD, YTO EMY €CTh Ha KOI'O ITOJIOKUTCS, OTUETO ITPUIIOAHABIINUCH, OH YK€ HCCIICIITHO
yceJsicsl Ha Kpail KpoBatu. TeM He MeHee /1axe MPOCTO BCIIOMUHAThH MTPOMIEHHBIA UM KOIIIMap AaBa-
JIOCh ¢ TPyIoM. BoJb CJIOBHO NMPUJIMBHBIMU BOJTHAMHM HaKaThIBaJia HAa €ro Teso, BHI3bIBAs O3HOO U
yualeHHoe cepteOueHve.

XoTs emMy ObUIO M CJIOKHO PaccKasbiBaTb 00 3TOM, HO OH MOHMMAJI, YTO 3TO TO, YTO HYKHO
clieiaTh, BeJib OT MTPOKJIATHUS BCEria MOKHO M30aBUThCA. OH U caM He pa3 YMTal O HUX B paccKazax
0 TeposIX MPOIUIOro. B KHUrax OHM TakK JIErKo MOOek 1A STU MPOKJIATHE, HO JIUIIH CTOJKHYBIIUCH
C HACTOSIIIIMM KOIIIMapOM OH TOHSIT — MOOEAUTbh, Ka3aJI0Ch, TPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— M-MHe CHWJIOCH, YTO Sl TOHY B YEPHOM MODE... TOTOM... IOTOM TaM OBbUIO KPAaCHOE OKO...
OrPOMHOE... HE OIHCATh CJI0OBaMH ero pazmepbl. — C Kak/IbIM CJIOBOM, TOBOPUTH AXEpPOHY J1aBaJIOCh
BCE CJIOXKHEE, a TOJI0Ba pacKaJbIBaIach OT 00/i. — OHO TakK MOCMOTPEJIO Ha MEHsI, CJIOBHO UCTOYAJIO
HEBUJIAHHYIO 3JI0CTh BMECTe ¢ OECKOHEUHBIM aJIbIM CBETOM, ¥ IMEHHO TOT/1a, MMEHHO TOT/1a 51 TIOHSLIL....
9TO OBUIO HE YepHOe MOpPE, HO OECUHCIICHHBIE MOJTYUINA HACEKOMBIX. ..

AXepoHy BJIPYT CTaJIO TSKEIO JIbIIaTh, & CaM OH Hayasl ep3aTrh, TO U JICJIO CJIOBHO IBITAsICh
cOpocHTh ¢ cebs ITO-TO, TOrJa Kak CIIBIIIA ero cjoBa M HaOmonas 3a HuM, CriibBa MOIJIA TOJBKO
TOpPHKO pacIiiakaThcsi. Beero Jmiib HEJaBHO ee ChIH ObUI COBCEM APYTMM, HO IMPOIIEI, Ka3aioch,
JIMIIb MUT W OHA OOJIbIIIE HE MOXET €r0 Y3HaTh.

JlemMuaH e He CMeJT ceiyac oKa3aTh CJ1a00CTh, MTPOIOIIKAsT HETOKOJIEOMMO JeP/KAThCs, JIUIIID C
reyasibio HaOJoast 38 CBOMM ChIHOM, 10 HEJJABHETO BPEMEHH YJIBIOAOIIETOCS MaJIbuMKa, YTO cefuac
APOXKAJ OT yKaca.

— Ipomomxaii. Yto 6pu10 nasbie? — Jlaxke BUjIs, KaKyko OOJIb €ro ChIH MOJTyvaeT OT epeckasa

CBOero KoiMapa JleMuas Bce paBHO BeJiell Tpoaosikarh. OH JOJKeH ObLI 3HATh BCE, YUTOOBI TOHUMATh
C YeM OH MIMEET JIeJIO ¥ KaK C 3TUM OOpOThCSI.
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— OHMU... OHU 3aJ1€3/I1 BHYTPb MEHS... KyCaJIU... )KAJIWIN... OHU... OHU... — AXEpOH pacIlia-
KaJicsl, Bellb BCIIOMUHATh 00 3TOM OBUIO CaMOi HACTOSIIEeH MBITKOH. OH IO CHUX MOp MOMHUII 3Ty
yx)acaioniyio 001b. — OHM CbeJIi MEHS 32)KMBO MaMa... OHU CheJIM MEHSL. ..

Mupeiin ¢ BunbresibMoM JIUIIb TUXO CTOSUTH, CKUMasi KyJIaKU C TIeUasibio B IJ1a3ax, Torjaa Kak
CubBa He MOIJIAa HU 3apbiIaTh, Opocasch B OOHUMKY K ChIHY. Y3Kac, C KOTOPHIM TOT TOBOPHII OBLIIO
HE TiepeaTh CJIOBaMHU.

— [ToTom st MPOCHYJICA. .. 51 3aKpHYaIl, HO HUKOTO He ObLIO, JIMIIb THIIMHA. $1 lyMaut Bce 3aKOH-
YWJIOCh, KA3aJI0Ch, 1 IEUCTBUTEIBHO MPOCHYJICH, HO JlKca... OHa MoBepHYJIach KO MHE... ¥ BCE €€ JIULO
ObLIIO U3bEICHO MOMUYMIIAMU HaceKOMbIMH. — [lepeBens B3mis Ha JIucy, AXepoH OIHOBPEMEHHO
UCIIBITHIBAN CTHII U cTpax. — OHa yMOJIsijia IOMOYb €H... CKa3aia, 4To el OOJbHO... U TOCIIe 3TOro
s1 HAKOHEI ITPOCHYJICS.

3aKOHUYMB rOBOPUTh, AXEPOH TYT € BBIITWJI IIPOTSAHYTHIM €My IBOPELIKMM OTBap TpaB, TOrIa
Kak cam ABI'yCTO yXke B CIEAYIOLEee MTHOBEHHE ITPOAOJIKIII COPTUPOBATh Pa3IMYHbIE TPABHI U MOA-
TOTABJIMBATh OYEPEITHOE JIEKAPCTBO, TO U JEJIO NMPUCTYIIMBASACH K Pa3rOBOPY ¢ MPAYHBIM JIULIOM.

Tenblil 0TBap BMUI MOJIWJICS 1O Topily AXepoHa, YCIIOKauBasl U COrpeBasi €ro, 1ocje 4Yero oH
yCTaJIo JIer Ha KpoBaTb, MPUKPBIBASCH OAESJIOM C TroioBoi. ['0yoBHast 00k CIOBHO CBOIMIIA €TI0 C
yMa, Mellasi TPe3BO MBICIUTh U AyMaTh, HO TIOCTENIEHHO OH HaYMHAJ BCe OOJIbIIIE YCIIOKauBaThCs, a
CTpax OTTECHSJICA YCTAJIOCTHIO.

CuibBa, pOIOJIKAs MJIaKaTh TYT Ke BBIILIA U3 KOMHATHI, HE CIOCOOHast OoJiee HAXOAUThCS
31ech. Bech ee MakMsiK pacTEKCs 10 JIMILY M el HyKHO ObUTO TIpUBeCTH ceOsl B mopsiiok. OHa ykKacHO
nepexkrBalia 3a CblHa, HO TIOHMMaJla, YTO HUYEM He MOXET eMy IIOMOYb, OTUErO YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOs
ele XyKe.

Crpllia BCIO 3Ty UCTOPUIO U HE MOHUMAsI, IOYeMYy €€ M3HAYaIbHO HE BBHITHAIM W3 KOMHATHI,
Jluca morna yminb crosith B crynope. OHa He MOIJIa MOHATh, KaK BCE JIOLLIO JI0 3TOrO, Be/b elle
HEeJTaBHO AXEpOH CTECHSUICA, KpacHes U pajoBaiics. B ero rmasax Obula BUJHA CJIOBHO OBl JeTCKast
HAUBHOCTb U I0OHOCTh. Celuac ke, JIUIIb C IeCATOK MUHYT Ha3ajl, Iep’ka ero roJloBy BpOBEHb CO CBOEH
OHa He BUeIa HuJero u3 3toro. Kazanock, oHa He Bujiena O0Jbilie HIYero u3 Toro, 4yTo Ob1o. Bee:
CTeCHEeHUE, PaJIoCTh, HAMBHOCTh U I0HOCTb, BCE TO 3aMEHWJIOCH JIUIITh OJIHUM YYBCTBOM — YKaCOM,
410 O3 Kpas IJIeCKaJICs B €ro YepHbIX, CJIOBHO OMYT IJIa3ax.
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I'nasa 8. B myTtmn.

3aKOHUYMB CIyIIaTh pacckad AxepoHa, [emuan He cMesn Oojiee MeUIUTb, CIEIIHO BBIXOMS
Hapyy. EMy ObUIO OYE€BH/IHO, UTO €T0O ChIHY IPUCHUIICS HE COBCEM OOBIYHBII KOLIMap, Beb B CBOEH
’KW3HU OH M caM He Pa3 CTAJIKUBAJICSA C POSIBJICHUSMH TEMHBIX cuil. Ha 105kHOM rpaHuLie, U3 TyMaH-
HBIX TIOJIOCTEH MOPOY BHIOMPAJIUCH YXKAChl IOCTPALIHEE BOJIKOB, 3aCTABJISIOIIUE CIIOBHO ITOBEPUTD B
yKaCHbI€ CKa3KH, KOTOPbIMU ITyTaloT HEMOCIyIIHbIX JeTeid. OOuTaloIue B TyMaHe TBapy CTPALIUIINCH
BBIXOJUTh, HO JOCTATOYHO OBUIO JIMIIb HAWTHU TIIYIIA IIOCMEBIIETO YOeKaTh B TOT 3a0bITHIA, TyMaH-
HBII Kpaii, KaK CJbIIIAIKMCH JIMIIb €r0 KPUKH, a MOCIE... TOJIbKO CTOHBI.

— ABI'YCTO, IyCTh HECKOJIBKO CIIYT MOKA-4YTO CJIEAAT 32 COCTOsiHMEM AxepoHa. Bemu Takike
3anpsTub JIOMIA/IEH, Yepe3 vac 51 C ChIHOM U JKeHOU Hampapiioch B Mrpun, utoOsl ocetuth LlepKoBb
Spuaiitiero Ceera. Thl Oyzienb 3a I71aBHOTO, TIOTOMY CJIe/IM 3a JIEBOYKaMU B 00a raza. — Otias
npuKassl, [leMuaH cie/ioM yxe HeMeJlisl HallpaBuJjICsl B CBOUM KaOWHET.

— Cnymatocs, muiiopa. — KopoTko KMBHYB Ha cjioBa 6apoHa, ABIYCTO yXke B CleIYIOIINI
MUT YMYAJICSl, HAUaB BHIIIOIHATH IOCTABJIEHHBIE MY 33/1a4d U HE CMesl MeUIUTb.

Jlo6paBimchk 10 cBoero KaOMHeTa M 3aiis BHYTpb, [leMuaH TYT ke OTKPBUI MOJIKY U JOCTAT
Oymary. OH CrelHo B3sU1 Iepo U MaKHYB B UEpPHMJIA MIPUHSJICA BBIBOIUTH OJHY OyKBY 3a JIpyTOil.
[MuceMo ObLIO MpetHa3HaYeHO BUKOHTY Oapy, ero cio3epeHy 1 rnopipoOHO OMUCHIBAJIO TPUYMHY €T0
OTCYTCTBUSI Ha I0Te, a TaKKe BKpaTIie pacCKas3blBaJIO O MpoOieMax ¢ ChIHOM. 3aKOHYMB MUCATh, OH
TYT K€ B3J1 CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO [le4aTh, CHMBOJIM3UPYIOLLYIO TOAJMHHOCTb JOKYMEHTA U €10 BJIACTh,
TYT e MPUKJIA/IbIBAs €€ K yXKe 3aBEPHYTOMY CBEPTKY.

OTJI0KMB OIHO TOTOBOE THCHMO, OH TYT K€ B3sUI OUYEPEHOM JIKCT, TPOOJIKAs MUcaTh. DTO
MKChMO YK€ MPeIHa3HAYaIOCh €ro CTapiieMy ChiHy — MapKycy, KOTOPbIH OCTaJICSI Ha I0JKHOM T'pa-
Hure. OHo ere 6os1ee MoIpoOHO, YeM B MUCbME BUKOHTY OOBSICHSIJIO CITyYMBIIyIOCs cutyaruio. Cry-
CTS1 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, BHOBb [TOCTaBUB I€YaTh, OH TYT e OTJIOKKJI [epo U B35IB 00a CBUTKA HArpa-
BUWJICS1 0OpaTHO B OOIIUH 3aJl.

— Ornpasb 3TO NUCHMO BUKOHTY, a 310 Mapkycy. — Haiing ABrycro JleMuaH BHOBb Harpy3ui
TOrO OYEepeJHON 3a/1aueil, U MOTy4YMB OTBETHbIA KUBOK, HAITPABUIICS K CBOEH XKeHe.

ITpouwio yxe Hosnee nosyyaca No3TomMy K 3ToMy BpeMeHu CuiibBa yxke IMOJTHOCTBIO MPHUIILUIA B
cebs1. Ee n1iio BHOBb OBUIO YXOKEHO, OJHAKO BMECTO YJIBIOKM Ha €€ MPEKPACHOM JIMIie Oblia JIUIIb
nevyasib. OHa TUXO cHJesIa BO3JIe 3aCHYBILIEro AXepOoHa, JIETOHBKO MOIJIaKUBasi €ro, €Ba JIM Kacasch
JIaZIOHBIO BOJIOC.

— CunbBa, s nonecy Axepona. Mbl otnipaBumcst B Onmkaiimnyio Lepkoss Spuaitmero Ceera.
Sl 3HaKOM Tam ¢ OJHMM EMMCKOIIOM BBICIIETO TyXOBEHCTBA. OHM MOTYT CHUMATh MPOKJIATHUA... MBI
JOJDKHBI TOITPOOOBATb.

Xot4a HCMI/IaH HE MOT' 3HaTb IIPOKJIAT JIK AXCpOH, HO OH TOYHO OBIJI YBEPEH, 4TO €CJik Ia, TO
CITUCKOIT JOJKEH CYMETb CHATDb ITPOKJIATUC. I[a 1 B JIIOOOM CJIy4dac JIy4lIero BapruaHTa y HEro Ioka-
YTO HE OBLIO. ,HJIH Haydalia 6y,I[CT HC JIMITHUM BBIYEPKHYTb XOTA OBl OIHO ACJIO M3 BCE IOITOJIHAIOMIIC-
rocda CITMCKa np06neM.
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— 4 cama noHecy ero. [Ipocro... He Oyau ero. OH Tak caaako cnur.... — Ceityac CubBa Moria
TOJIKO MSATKO YJIBIOHYTBCS, TJISI/ISI HA CBOETO ChIHA U YK€ aKKypaTHO TIOMPAaBJIsAs YeJIKy ero clierka
JJIMHHBIX YE€PHBIX BOJIOC.

Bcras, oHa ciie1oM yxke akKypaTHO MOJHsIA €T0 Ha PYKH, HO JaXe OT TAKOTo JAeHCTBUS AXEpOH
HE MPOCHYJICS, YTO JIMIIb MOKa3bIBaJIO, HACKOJBKO CHJIBHO OH OBUI M3MOTaH, Kak MOpPAJIBHO, TaK U
(puznuecku.

JlemuaH xe B CBOIO ovepe/b JIMIIb KUBHYJ M OoJiee HUYEero He CKa3asl, HeMeIJIsl BhIXOIsS U3
noMecTbs1. Ero nocrnexu v opyxue K SToMy MOMEHTY yike ObUIH UjIeaTbHO OUUINIEHBI ¥ OTIIOTMPOBAHBI
CJIyramM#, KOTOpbIE CITYCTsI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT U TTIOMOIJIA €MY MOJTHOCTBIO HAJIETh UX.

CuiibBa K 3TOMY MOMEHTY YiKe Tak:ke OblIa TOTOBA, MOITOMY JI0KUAASICh MYy’Ka OHa JIMIIb aKKY-
PaTHO pa3MecTUIach B KapeTe, MOJIOKHUB rOJIOBY ChIHA ce0e Ha KOJIEHH, TOT/Ia Kak CIIyTH B CBOIO Oue-
pelb yxe HeMe sl TPUHECU TIOAYIIKH, MOKPhIBaJIa U e1y.

— Mupeiin, Bunbrenibm. — IlocMoTpeB Ha JBYX phblllapei, CTOSIIIIUX ceidvac BO3JIE Hero,
Jlemuan crierka yabIOHYJICS, TIOCE Yero Mo-ApPYXEeCKU MOMECTU PyKM Ha WX Iieun. — He 3Haio
CKOJIBKO MeH$I He OylleT, HO, KaK M BCEer/ia 51 PACCUUTHIBAIO HA BAC... MOM CTapble JPY3bsl.

— He Bonnyiicsa [lemuan. — MupeiiH Takxke cClierka yIbIOHYJICS B OTBET, OJHOBPEMEHHO C
BunsresnsmoM ki1aas pyky Ha medo Jlemuana. — [ToKyna Mbl KMBBI, e BOJIOC HE YIAJET € TOJIOB
JBYX MPOKA3HHUII.

BusibresibM B 9TOT MOMEHT MOT' TOJIBKO CJIeTKa YCMEXHYThCSl CO CJIOB MupeiiHa, Torga Kak
JleMuaH JHIb THXO paccMesiics, 00sCh pa3OyauTh ChiHA. TeM He MeHee UX MpoIaHue ObLIIO OBICT-
poe. Yixe B cieaytonmii Mur [leMuaH Harocse/IoK clierka MoTpenas IBYX phlllapeil Mo riedam, cie-
JIOM yke HampaBwics B KapeTy. Jlomaam K 3ToMy MOMEHTY yxke ObUIU COTPSIKEHB, a JIBOE JPYTUX
philiapeit coOupamch MpoBoKaTh AjieteeB B 3Tol noesake B Urpug.

Mupeiin 1 Busbrenibm ObUTH cCaMBIMU CTapbIMU OOEBBIMU TOBapUIllaMu [leMuaHa, mo3ToMy OH
PEeLIII OCTABUTh UX B IOMECTbE. Boiblile, ueM MM OH JOBEPsLT JIUIIb CBOEH CEMbE, IO3TOMY OCTaBJISIS
UX 371eCh ero cepate Oyaer crnokoiHo. KoHneuHo, moMUMO HHX, 3[1eCh ObUIH U IpyrHe phillapu, KOTO-
PbIM OH JIOBEPsLJI, OHAKO 3T JBOE OBUIM JJIsl HETO MOYTH Kak Opathsi. YUTO 10 3alIUTHI CBOEH CEMbH
B IIyTH, TO OH U CaM IPEKPACHO C STUM CIIPAaBUTHCS, HE TOBOPS YK€ O €Il JABYX YMEJbIX phILapsiX,
KOTOPBIE €TI0 COMPOBOXKAAIIH.

— beprpam, Caiino, ornpaBisemcsi. — [laB 3HaK JABYM pblLApsM, JAepXkKaliuM MOBOAbS,
MOBO3KA TYT %€ HalpaBWIaCh MPSIMUKOM T10 TPAKTY, YXOAAIIAs BAAJIb O] TEPIEIUBHIMU B3I AAMU
CIIYT.

Mupeiin 1 Busbrensm ke He COOMPAIUCh CTOSITh M JAJIbIlEe, TIOBOPAYMBASCh M HECIEIITHO
HAIpaBJIsisiCh 00paTHO B MoMecTbe. OHM JIMIIb HAJESUTUCh, YTO TI0 BO3BpAILEHUIO TIpodieMa OyaeT
peleHa.

B sTtoT MOMEHT AXGpOH MOTI' TOJIbKO MEIJICHHO OTKPLITH I71a3d, B TO BPEMA KaK CJICTKAa TPACY-
asacsd Ha KOYKaxX U HEPOBHOCTAX Kap€Ta BMUI' BbI3BaJld B HEM HeOOJIbIIION HUMITYJIbC CTpaxa. Tem He
MCHEC, JaXe IMPEXAC, YEM OH YCIIC/I HA4YaTb TAHUKOBATDb, CunbBa YK€ MAT'KO €ro OOHSIA.
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— AXepoH He nepexuBai, Mbl B jopore. — HexkHo noneoBaB NOAHABIILYIOCS MAaKyIIKY ChIHA,
CuiibBa MOTJIa TOJIBKO BBI3BATh STUM JIETKYIO YJIBIOKY y CUZAEBIIEro Henajneko emuana.

XoT, KaK phlllapb ¥ BOUH OH He 000PsLT TOI0OHOE, CIIMIITKOM JIACKOBOE OTHOIIEHUE, HO TIOHU-
MaJl, 4TO Jaxe C 3TUM AXEpOHY MPUXOAUTCS JJaxKe CIUIIKOM YK Tsbkeso. He roBops yxke o ToM, 4To
TOT IPOCTO B MIPUHIIMIIE HUKOTJ]Aa HE CMOXKET CTaTh HU TeM, HU JAPYTUM.

U3-3a cBOETO 310pOBbsI AXEPOH C JIETCTBAa OCOOEHHO TINATEILHO 00YJaJICs B JJeJlaX OMECTbs,
YT0OBI B OyIyIlleM I'PaMOTHO YIIPaBJIsITh UM BMECTO OTIIA, TOT/Ia KaK ero crapiuii opat Mapkyc ctam
ObI ero Mmeyom. ITo ObLI TUIaH [leMuana, BeJjb OH He coOMpasicsi OpaTh B pacuer, YTo Tak M He CMOXKET
BBUICUMTH chiHA. [I0Ka OH ele ABIIHT, OH COOMPAICs CleaTh BCE, YTO TOINBKO CMOXET.

— Kyna mbl HanpaBisiemcsi? — [TocMOTpeB cHauaia Ha OTIia, a MOTOM M Ha MaTb, AXepOH He
Mor He cripocuTsb. Jlaxe ceiiyac, HEMHOTO OTJOXHYB U IOCMHaB 0e3 KOIIMapoB OH BCE PABHO YYBCTBO-
BaJI ce0sl y’KacHO, M He MOT TIOHSTb 3a4€M OHHU PEIIWIM KyJa-TO OeXaTb.

CuubBa XoTes1a OTBETUTD ChIHY, OIHAKO JlemMuaH He Jajl il BCTABUTh CJI0BO, TYT K€ pacCcKa3blBast
BCE KaK eCTb, He COOMPAsCh CKPBIBATH €r0 MPEAIONOKEHNUS WM KaK-JIM00 I0UTh, HE IOTOBApHUBast

npaBjy.

— AXepoH, BO3MOXHO Ha TeOe KaKoe-TO MPOKJISITUE, TOITOMY Mbl HAaIlPaBJIsieMCsI B LIEPKOBb,
Haxopsiycs B ropoae Mrpuae, 4To B 1oj AHAX MyTH. Y MEHs TaM €CTh TaK CKakeM 3HaKOMBIN B
Kpyrax BBICILIETO AyXOBEHCTBa. lymalo, enucKoI CMOKET HaM [TIOMOYb, HO J1aXe €CJIU HET, TO Mbl BCE
PaBHO peIImM MpoodIeMy, Tak WM UHa4Ye, He COMHEBACSI.

— 4 nonsn... — BHUMAaTeIbHO BBICTYIIIAB OTIIA, AXGpOH MOT' TOJIBKO YCTaJIO KUBHYTb, TOTI'/ld
KaK YIIOMMWHAHHE O KOIIMape, CJIOBHO 6pem/mo CTapbIC paHbl, OTAABAA ITYJIbCAIUAMU B €TI0 I'OJIOBEC.

VceBmmch noypoOHee, OH TYT e B3IJIAHYJI B OKHO. TeMHOTa OKpy:kaJia TIOBO3KY U JIMIIIb JieT-
KU CBET (poHapel pa3roHsul OKpyKalolmii Mpak. OQHaKo, YeM J0JIblIe OH CMOTpe B TyIIy Jieca,
TEM TEMHEe eMy Ka3aJicsl OKpyxkatoumii Mup. IlokaunBaroiye ot BeTpa JepeBbs, CIOBHO 3aBOPaKU-
BaJIM YyXKOW B30p, B TO BpeMs KaK Cpely HUX, [IITyOOKO B TEMHOTE OH MOPO 3amevalt pooOeraioinme
Ty[a-CI0[a CHITy3Thl, HAIIOMMHAIOIINE J1aJIEKO HE 3BEPEN.

B 10T MOMEHT npeaartenbckas IpoKb HE MOIVIa HE HayaThb COTpsicaTh BCE €ro TeJlo, a ykKac
HaBaJIMBAThCSl HA MBICIIU CJIOBHO MPWIMBHAs BOJHA. [lake rjie-To B JaJeKoy Yalle BAPYT MPO3BEHEN
MIPOTSDKHBIN BOW, OT KOTOPOTO OH HU MOT HE 3aTperneTarh Mylle MpeXHero, MPIKUMAsCh MOOIMKe
K MaTepu.

— AxepoH ThI 3amMep3? — OOpaTvB BHUMaHME Ha ChIHA U HE JIOXKHIAsACh oTBeTa, CHITbBa TYT
ke HaOpocuIia Ha HEero TeIuioe MOKPHIBAJIO, TEM He MeHee OT JleMraHa He YCKOJIb3HYII UCTIYT B IJ1a3ax
CbIHA, KOTOPBIM TOT MBITAICS TIIATEILHO CKPBITh.

— AxepoH. — [1o3BaB cbIHa, 1 axke He JOKUIAACh €r0 OTBETa, [leMuaH yxe HeMeUIs JoCTall
CBOM MeY, CJIeJJIOM aKKypaTHO KJIaJisl ero cebe Ha KosleHU. — Thl 3Haelllb, YTO JICKUT y MEHs Ha Horax ?

VYenpimas ceiyac CTpaHHbIE CJI0Ba OTIA, AXEpOH TYT e IepeBel Ha Hero CBOM B3IUIAl, a B
0COOEHHOCTH Ha €ro MeY, YTo Ka3aJiock Osectel, oTpaxkas cBeT (poHapeil. Ero oren, kazanocs, 3aai
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OYEBU/IHBII BOMPOC, HO TEM HEe MEHee KECTKHUI B3IJIs YepHBIX IJ1a3 ceiiuac HermoKoIeOnMo yrepest
B AxepoHa, OynTo Obl JOKHIASICh €r0 OTBETA.

— Meu, nan. — He pa3nymbiBas HM CeKYH/Ibl, AXEPOH CJIE/IOM YK€ MTHOBEHHO JJaJl CBOM OTBET,
Ja’e He 3ayMbIBasICh O €0 IIPABUIBHOCTH.

Bormpoc ot11a ceituac kazajics eMy JeMeHTapHBIM U OOBIJIEHHBIM, OTHAKO, K €r0 y/IWBJICHHIO,
JlemuaH U1 IOKaYaJl TOJIOBOM C JIETKOM YJIBIOKOM Ha CBOMX YCTax.

— D710 cuia, AXepoH, 1 UMEHHO TOTr0 OOSIThCSI M YKachl, U Kolmmapbl. He crparimck Hudero,
ChIH MOV M TIOMJM Hamepekop BCceMy, HarepeKop JI00OMYy ykKacy M KOIIMapy, U CTaHb HACTOJIBKO
BEJIMKUM, YTOOBI caM KommMap crparmics Teds. He crparvchk, HO cam BHYyai yxac. He 6oiics, HO
MYCTh APOXAT T€, KTO TOIIeN MPOTUB Teds1. [epku B pyKax Takylo CHITY, YTOOBI BIpeIb HUKTO HeE
rocmen OpocHTh Tebe BBI30B, a €CIM TOCMEIOT — COKPYIIHU HX !

[Moce coB oTIIa, MpPAYHBIN U, Ka3aJI0Ch, OE3KU3HEHHBIN B3MJISIT AXepOHa BMUT U3MEHUJICS.
Cepatie 3a0m10ch 9y Th OBICTpEE, 2 KPOBb CJIOBHO MPIUTHIIA K PyKaMm, corpeBasi ux. CioBa OTIia, BBIXO-
A celuac ¢ ero yCT C JIETKOM TpyOOCThIO U He HAITyCKHBIM BeJTMuueM Oe3 BCAKMX COMHEHUH...
3By4YasH OoJjiee YeM BOOMYITIeBIeHHO!

— MOXHO JI... MOJKHO JIM CTaTh HACTOJIbKO BEJTMKUM, UTOOBI JIakKe KOIIIMAp CTpaIIuics Teos?
CroBa ot ceivac To U JIeJI0 MPOCKaIb3bIBAJIM B TOJIOBE AXEpOHa, a €ro B3IJIsi/I BHOBb yCTpe-
MUJICS] B OKHO MTOBO3KH, BIVISIBIBASICh B ITyOHHBI ya. OH MPOJOJIKal JIMIIb MOBTOPSTH CJIOBA OTIIA

CHOBaA U CHOBAQ, IIOKAa CHYIOIIHUEC BO MPAKE CUJTYIThlI HE MCUYE3JIU, CJIOBHO UX TaM HUKOI'la U HE OBLIIO.

— MOXHO JH... COKPYIIUTH KoIMap?

Cnycrst HeKoTOpoe BpeMsi AXepOH BHOBB YCHYJI, HO Ka3aJloCh, Jjaxke BO CHE CJIOBA OTIA BCE
ele 3ByYaid B €ro rojioBe, CJIOBHO Obl M3rOHSsI KOIIMAaphl U ypHble CHBI. [IpOoCHYBIIMCH CITyCTsI
HECKOJIbKO YacOB, OH UyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 OTIOXHYBIIMM KaK HUKOT/A paHee, Ka3aloch, YTO CBET BHOBb
3aCBETWICS B €I0 YEPHBIX IVIa3aX.

— AXepoH, Kak ThI ce0s1 UyBCTBYelllb? MBI yke MOYTH MPUObLIA. — BHUMAaTEIbHO MOCMOTPEB
Ha cbiHa, CUjIbBA HE MOIJIA HE CIPOCUTH, B ITTyOMHE Iyl HaAesCh, YTO €€ ChIHA He OECTIOKOMIIH
OYepEIHBIE KOIIMAPHI.

— 3ameuaresnbHO, Mama. Sl 4yBCTBYIO ceOsl Tak, CJIOBHO XOPOIIIO BhicTiavicsi. — [TocMoTpeB Ha
OTIIa AXEPOH He CMOT' CAEPKaTh JIETKOH YJIBIOKH, Belb MIMEHHO OJlarofapsi €My OH CMOT PacciabuThCs
Y OTJIOXHYTb, HAKOHEI] HE TeP3aeMblii KOILIMapOM.

JlemuaH ke B STOT MOMEHT MOT JIMIIIb CJIeTKa yILIOHYThCS B OTBET, MPOIOIKAst CHIETh POBHO,
CJIOBHO cTpenia. Ha nmpoTsikeHnH Bcell JOporu OH He pacciaadisiicss HA Ha CeKYHILY, B JTIOOOW MOMEHT
rOTOBBIN 3aLMILATH CBOIO CEMBIO JJO CAMOTO KOHIIA.

TeM He MeHee yxe CITyCTs [oTyaca KapeTa HaKOHELl OCTaHOBUJIACh, U PhILIAPY BCKOPE HECTIeIa
OTKpPbUIH ee aBepu. [leMuan BrIOpasics nepBbiM, a cieqom 1 CuibBa ¢ AXepOHOM. Yke cefiuac OHU
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HaXOJWJIKCh B caMOM IieHTpe Mrpua, a Heiaineko OT HUX HaXOOMJIOCh IOMCTHHE MPEKPACHOE apXu-
TeKTypHOe coopyxkenue — LlepkoBb Apuaiiiiero Ceera!
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I'nasa 9. Urpua.

AXCpOH MHOTI'O pa3 Moceual 9Ty HEPKOBb, HO JAKE cemgyac pu €€ BUJ€ OH MOTI' JIUIIIb BHOBb
HCIIBITBIBATH OJHO TOJIBKO BOCXUIIIEHUE, TO U ACJIO TTOPAKAACH €€ HEOOBIKHOBEHHOMN KpacoTe U CBA-
TOCTH. HOCTpOCHHaH n3 Oeyoro N1aJKOro KaMHs#A, OHa CJIOBHO CJIETKa CBETUJIAChb, OCBE€IIaEMaA JaJjic-
KHUMU JIy4aMU COJIHLIA.

Konokona 1o 1 Je/10 3BOHW/IM, B3BbIBasA K MAcTBE, HAIIOMUHAHMUS O BPEMEHU OuyepeIHOM
MOUTBbL. VIX SICHBIN M YMCTBI FOHT 3BYYaJs 110 BCEMY TOpOfy, Ka3ajoch, 3TOT 3BOH MOT OJIyLINUTb,
HO OH CJIOBHO JIETKWi1 OpU3 JIaCKall YIIH, BbI3bIBasi B CEPIIIaX CIBIIIAIINX, TOJIBKO CIIOKOMCTBUE U
YMUPOTBOpPEHHE.

MHoxecTBO HIOJICﬁ BXOOWJIN U BBIXOOWJIN U3 LICPKBU. BoJbIIMHCTBO M3 HUX OBLIO OICTO B PACHI,
Ha Tpydu KOTOPBIX TO U ACJIO MEJIbKAJIN pa3HOO6pa3HbIC 9M6J'ICMI>I, O3HAYammue nux JOLKHOCTHU U
MOJIOKEHU A TIPpU LICPKBU. Bce kazanoch nacajabHbIM, YUCTBIM U HAIIOJIHEHHBIM CBATOCTBIO.

OpnHako jaxe cpeay BCed 9TOW YMCTOTHI, PABEJHOCTH U CIIPABEAIMBOCTH CKPBIBAJICS MPAK,
00Jb ¥ camMoe IJIaBHOE — roJiofl. MHOKECTBO M3Ma3aHHBIX HEM3BECTHO B YEM HECUACTHBIX JIOJEH
CHUZENO BO3JIe LEPKBU, MPOTATUBasi TPACYLMECS, IPsA3HbIe PyKU. VX ro0Bbl ObUTH OMYILEHBI, TOrAA
KaK ycTa TBEpPIWJIM JIMIIb O MUJIOCTHIHU. HeKoTOpble 3 HUX JIMIIb Ha NEPBBII B3I/ KA3aIUCh 310-
POBBIMH, APYTHE ke HE UMEITH JIMOO pyKH, JIHOO HOrM. MHOkeCTBO UCKaJIeUeHHBIX JTI0JeN COOPAJIHCh,
Ka3aJI0Ch, B OJJHOM €/IMHCTBEHHOM, BCE €l11le CIOCOOHBIM Ha MUJIOCEpAME MECTE.

Habmonas 3a 3TuM 3penuineM AXepoH 4yBCTBOBAJ JIMIIL HEOBIBAITYIO kanocTb. EMy Bcerma
ObLIO y’KaCHO MeYaJIbHO 3a MOJOOHBIX JIIOZIEH, Ubsl Y4acTh IMPOBECTH OCTATOK KU3HM PACCUMTHIBAS
JIMIIb HA 9y’KO€, a MOPOH U KpaiiHe peKoe MUJIocepaue.

— AXepoH IOLLTH, ellle yCreellb HACMOTpeTbcsl. — MbIcin AXepoHa YXOIWIIU BCe Jalblle U
JaJjblile, OIHAKO B CJIEYIOIIMI MU €r0 yXe IpepBaJl roJIoc MaTepH, B3sBILEH €ro 3a PyKy U JIETOHBKO
MOTSIHYBIIIEH 32 COOOA.

— IlocToii MaMm... 3M... MOXET... 1aIMM UM HEMHOTO JIeHer ... — HeJloOBKO MocMOTpeB Ha MaTh U
oOepHYBIIIErocst OTIa, AXepOH MOT TOJILKO YKa3aTh PyKOW B CTOPOHY TOJIIBI MTPOCSIIIIUX MUJIOCTHIHA
JIIOIEN.

Tem He MeHee, 10 B3MIAJAMU POAUTENIEN OH YKE CIyCTsl MUT ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, CJIOBHO Cleal
YTO-TO HE TaK, OIHAKO JIaKe IPEK/IE, YUeM OH YCIes HEJIOBKO OTKa3aThCsl OT CBOEH 3aTeH, COKPYIIAsCh
O TOM, 4TO y HEro HeT CBOMX JeHer, CuibBa TeIJIo YJbIOHY/1ach, OTPEIaB €ro Mo rojiose.

— KoneuHo, Muiiblil, Aepxku. [Jail Kaxk/I0My 1O 4yTh-4yTh M BO3BpaIlaiics clofia OCKOpee.

VBuneB onoopeHre B I1a3ax Marepy, AXepoH JIMIIb MEJTbKOM B3IVISIHYI Ha OTLA U YBUJIEB, KaK
TOT KUBHYJI, IPKO YJBIOHYJICS, CIIEIOM yX€ HECHEIIHO HANpaBJsAsACh K psAJaM MHOXKECTBA CHIAIIMX

y LIEPKBH JIIOJIEH.

IToka oH meJ1, ToO 1 ACJIO 3aMeYdaJl KOChIC B3IJIANbI, HAIIPABJIICHHBIC HA HUX. HeKOTOPLIC IJieBa-
JIUChb B UX CTOPOHY, APYI'H€ JIUIIb OTBOAWJIU B3IJIAAbI, HO ObUIA U TAKHE, KTO HE HO6PC3FOB2UI Jaxe
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yaaputh Horoil. CBOMM MeJIJICHHBIM TEMITOM OH TOOMPAJICS Ty/Ia LIETyl0 MUHYTY, TOSTOMY HaOmoaa
3a COOBITUSIMH, CJIOBHO 32 KAPTHHOM.

— 3ayeM OHM TaK MOCTYMAIOT... 3TU HECYACTHBIE JIIO[M K€ U TaK cTpajaior... — CMoTps Ha
Oe3paznuue, a OpPOi 1 KECTOKOCTb MTPOXOXKKX K TOpily AXepoHa He MOT He MOACTYIUTD TsKeJIbIi
koM. OH IIPOCTO HE MOT MOHATH, I0YEMY HEKOTOPBIE JIIOAN HACTOJIBKO KECTOKH.

Tem He MeHee yke B CJACTYIONIM MUT OH TIOZIONIEST K OJTHOMY M3 HECYACTHBIX, KOTOPHIM OKa-
3aJICsl KAKOK-TO CTApUK C CEIBIMU BOJIOCAMH U JIMIIIEHHBIN 0001X HOT. He ymast, OH TyT ke OTChITa
HECKOJIbKO OPOH30BBIX MOHET B €r0 JIaJJOHb, OTYErO IJa3a CTaprKa BMUT 3a0JIeCTeNH, a U3 ero ycr
TIOJTUJICSI HECKOHYAEMBIH TMOTOK OJ1arogapHOCTEN.

— bnarocnoBu Bac Benmkas matb, rocnionuu! biarociou Bac Apuaiiiuii Ceer! Bek Bam kuTh
u Oelipl He 3HATH!

AxepoHy ObUIO HEJIOBKO, YTO-JTMOO OTBEYATh, TOSTOMY OH JIUIIL TAKXKe HEJIOBKO YJIBIOAJICS, TO
1 Jiesio 0e3 oCTaHOBKM KuBasl. JlociyIaB cTapyika O KOHIIA U OTOW/ISl, OH CHOBA MOBTOPHII TO ke
camoe, OTChINasi HECKOJIbKO OPOH30BBIX MOHET B3pPOCJION JKEHIIIMHE, Y KOTOPOH OTCYTCTBOBAJIA PyKa
¥ OBbLIT BLIOUT IJ1a3.

— C-cnacu60... A-100psIii r-rocroaut... — CoBa GnarogapHoOCcTel Ha4aad BBIXOAUTDb U3 YCT
JKEHIIIMHBI, OHAKO ee pevb OblIa KpailHe MCKOBEPKAHHOW M MCKaXEHHOW, HO AXEpOHY ObLIO BCe
PaBHO Ha 3TO, OH JIMIIIb TEIUIO YJIBIOAJICS, TSI/ HA Hee, COkKasiesi TOJIbKO O TOM, YTO He MOKET OKa3aTh
el errie OoJbIIel TOMOIIIN.

OH npojosKas Tak J0 TeX MoKa y Hero He 3aKOHYWJITUCh BCE MOHETBI, KOTOphIE EMY Jlajia Mama.
Ero ra3a cierka Onectenu oT cje3, Beib eMy Oblla KpaiiHe KaJlb BCeX TUX JIOACH U ecli Obl OH
MOT, OH OBbI U IaJIbIIIe TTPOIOJIKAIT TIOMOTaTh M.

— Korpa s BeIpacty s Oyay momoraTh BCEM, U TIOCTAPAIOCh, YTOOBI TAKMX CTPAIAIONIUX JTIOCH
OOJIBIIIE HUKOT/IA HE ObLIO!

BpocuB nocieanmii B3MIs HA HECUYACTHBIX, AXEPOH CJIEIOM YK€ Hadasl UITH 0OpaTHO, KOraa
BAPYT CO CITUHBI MOCIBIIIAJCS CAABIECHHBIN Xpuil. OOepHYyBIINCh, OH MOT JIMIIb 0OOMJIETh OT MPO-
WCXOJSIIIEro, Bellb IBOE€ KPENKUX MYKYMH Havyald MooYepeqHO OTOMpaTh OYKBAJIBHO TOJIBKO YTO
OTJAHHBIE STUM HECUACTHBIM JIIOASIM OPOH30BbIE MOHETHI.

— Y-uT0 3107 — AXEpOoHY ceifuac Ka3ajoch, YTO MPOUCXOIHUT KaKOe-TO TeaTpabHOe Tpej-
CTaBJICHUE, OAHAKO JICTKUEC ITOATIOHAIOINNE ITMHKW U COABJICHHBIC, OOJIE3HEHHBIE XpHuIlbl HECHACTHBIX
TOBOPWIJI 00 OOPAaTHOM.

[Tannuecku orIsAIBIBAsCH 10 CTOPOHAM, OH YBHJIEN HECKOJIBKO CTPaKHUKOB, JIEGHUBO CTOSIIIUX
Ha cBoeM nocty. VX B3misapl MOpOil MPOHOCUIIUCH 10 IPYIIE HECYACTHBIX, KOTOPBIX B JTaHHBIN
MOMEHT ITyOJTMYHO TPaOUJIH, HO B MX TOJIOBAX, Ka3aJI0Ch Jake HEe MPOJIETANIO MBICIIEH, YTOOBI ClIeIaTh
XOTb YTO-HUOY/Ib.

BHOBB mepeBes B3MIST HA IBYX 0Opa3vH, BRIOMBAIOIIUX JEHBIM, AXePOH IOHUMAJI, YTO OH HE
CMOXET OOBSICHUTh MM YTO-JIMO0, TIO3TOMY HEMHOT'O IOJIlyMaB TYT K€ HAIIPABUJICS K IPYIIIE CTOSIIMX
HerofiaeKy Oe3MSITEXHBIX CTPAKHUKOB.
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— Hano ckazare um, 4T00B OHM MOMOIM TUM JioasaM!. — Ceiiyac AXepoH MOT' TOJIBKO
crienHo OeXaTh K CTpaXHUKaM, OJIHAKO YCTAJIOCTh yKe Havajla JaBaTh O ceOe 3HaTh, OTYEro ero
JbIXaHUE YIaCTHIIOChH, a JIOO TIOKPBUICS UCTIAPUHOM.

HO,Z[OI';IIL}I K CTpaxe, AXepOH HEMHOI'O OTABbIIIAJICA, TO U ACJI0O HEPBHO OIIAAbIBAACH HA HECUACT-
HBIX, KOTOPBIX OO CUX ITOP TECHUJIK ABOC JOPOAHBIX MYKYKWH.

— DM... IPOCTHUTE... TaM BBIMOTAIOT AEHBI'M U-1 U30MBAIOT JTIOJEH... — AXEPOH C TPYIOM MO0~
OpaJt Hy’KHbIE CJIOBA, OHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM YKa3blBasi PyKOM, OHAKO CTPAKHUKH CJIOBHO Jaxke He
CJIBIILIAJIN €r0, IPOJOIIKAs 3aHUMAThCsl CBOMMHU JiesiaMu. — [1-mpocture T-TaM...

AXepOH PEHINIT TOBTOPHUTL €LIC pa3, AyMas, YTO MOXKET €ro IIOIPOCTY HE paCC/IbIIaIv, OOHAKO
AaXKe MpEXIAC, YEM OH YCIICI JOTOBOPHUTH, OAWH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB YK€ MPAYHO HAXMYPUJICH.

— Wnu otcrona, ceie ipudiyapl. He Buauiib, moau 3aHsThI? — ['py00 BHICKA3aBIIUCh U CILTIO-
HYB Ha T10JI, CTPAXKHUK YyXe B CJICAYIOIIUI MUT BEpHYJICS K CBoeMy Oe3fesibio, He oOpariasi Oonee
HHUKAKOIro BHUMaHUsA Ha HETIOHATHOIO MaJibdyraHa.

VYenbinaB cka3zaHHbIE €My CI0Ba, AXEpOH ke B 9TOT MOMEHT MOT JIMIIb CTOATh KaK UCTYKaH,
HermoHUMaroIe Moprasi razamu. OH XOTeJl CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYAb ellle, OOBUHUTh X B XaJIATHOCTH,
He coOmoeHre 00s3aHHOCTEN, HO OOEPHYBIIMCh OOPATHO YBHUJIEN JIMIIb, YTO JBOE MYXKYHH YKe
HNCYE3JIU, KaK U JEHbI'U, YTO OH OTOAJI. OCTaJII/IC]) JIMIIb HECYACTHBIC, KOTOprM OH IIbITAJICA IIOMOYb,
Y KOTOpbIE BBITJISZICIH Ceiuac elne Xyxke MpekHero.

K ero ropny TyT e MOACTYNWI TSKENBIA KOM, a 00Ma Ka3alach HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHA, YTO OH
XOTeJI pacIuiakaThCs MPSIMO 371eCh U ceftuac. OH He MOHUMAJI, KaK JIIOIM MOTYT OBbITh TAKUMH Oe3pa3-
JIMYHBIMU K 9yKUM OefaM, KOTOpbIe MPOUCXOAT OYKBAJIBLHO y TeOsI TJ1a3ax, He TOBOPS YKe O TOM,
YTO 3TO ObLIA UX MpsIMasi OOSI3aHHOCTb.

— Bu1 GecrionesHblil Mmycop! Bbl He nmeeTe npaBo Ha3bIBaTh ce0sl CTPaXKHUKAMM, BE/Ib BbI ITPO-
CTO HUKYEMHbIe, kKaJKue Tpychl! — CHOBA OIJISIHYBIINMCH HA CTPAKHUKOB, AXEPOH, HE CIIePKaBIIIUCh
TYT € HayaJl Ha HUX KpU4aTh, TOrJa KaK MevasibHbIe CIIE3bl OOU/IBI YKe TEKJIU U3 ero IJ1as.

MHOeCTBO JIOAeH TO U JeI0 Opocasii Ha HeTO pa3ipaskeHHbIE B3MJISIbl, & CTPAKHUKU B CBOIO
o4epe/b MOIJIM TOJIbKO 0OOMJIETh OT TaKOM Aep30cT. [ToaHSBIINCH, OAMH M3 HAX CHAaYasla Kak clie-
AyeT OIJISIAENCS, a TOC/e MOHSB, YTO HUKTO He oOpalaer ocoOOro BHUMaHMS Ha KPUKU COILISIKA
MOKA3aTeJIbHO MOJIOKUJI PYKY Ha PYKOSITKY CBOETrO Meya.

— INoxoxe y TeOst CIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3/10pOBbsI, ManaH. Jlydrie uay nogoopy-no3aopoBy, MOKa
cam He CTaJl CUJIETb BO3JI€ 1IEPKBU, BHINPAIIMBAsI MUJIOCTBIHU.

VYcnpimas c1oBa cTpakHUKa, AXEpOH MOT TOJIbKO MCIYTaThCs MOJ] CTOJb TSKENbIM B3IJISIIOM,
TYT € OTCTYyIasi HA HECKOJIbKO I11aroB Ha3a/l U HEYKJIIOKe YIUpasch B ueil-To cuinyaT. K ero cyacrolo,
OOEpHYBIIKCH YTOOBI U3BMHUTHCS OH C YAMBJICHHUEM 3aMETHJI CBOETO OTIIA, YTO YKe TBEpPIO CTOSUI
103a/11 HEro.
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— IMoxoxe y mogoOHOro Mycopa, Kak Thl, TOSIBIJIACH CMEJIOCTb, Pa3 OH IIOCMEJT 3arOBOPUTD TaK
C IBOPSTHUHOM. — BpOCHB KeCTOKMIA B3MJISA]] HAa CTpaKHUKA, [[eMUaH B CBOIO ouepe/ib He TPeMUHYIT
OCMOTpEeTh KaXJA0ro U3 HUX, MIOKa3aTeJIbHO XBATasCh 32 PYKOSITh CBOETO KJIMHKA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT rOBOPUBILIMIA 10 ITOTO CTPAKHUK, YBUJEB MOIOLIEIIET0 MYKUMHY U YCIIBIIIAB
€ero CJI0Ba, TYT K€ TIOHSUI, YTO UMEET JeJI0 C TBOPSTHUHOM, MTOTOMY €ro JIMIIO JJO 3TOTO BhIpaKaBIlee
yIpo3y CKOPOW pachpaBbl PACTSIHYJIOCh HBIHE B YJIBIOKY JAOOpPOAYITHOTrO Aeaymiku. OcTaibHble ke
CTPa’)XHHUKU TYT K€ IMOJHABIIUCH, YKC BbITAHYJIHCH IO CTPYHKE.

— JomxHo OBITH Oec mormyTan MeHs, Muiopa. — CkiioHuBIIHCh Ha 90 rpagycoB U nepeBes
B3IJIsJ HA AXEepOHa CTpaXXHUK 3anpuuntai. — I[Ipoctute, Baiia MUJIOCTb, pa3yMeeTcsl, Mbl HaliAEM
TeX OaHAWUTOB M HAKAXKEM HX IO BCEW CTPOTOCTH 3aKOHA.

VYenpimap ciioBa CTpakHUKa, JleMuaH JMIb 3aKaTWII I71a3a, TIOHMMAasl, 9TO HUKTO He Oyaer
HHMKOTI'O UCKAaTh, €CJIA TOJILKO OH He 3aliMeTCs 3THM AeJIOM JTUYHO. OHAKO JEHCTBOBATH CBOEBOJILHO
Ha TEPPUTOPHUH JPYroro JBOPSHUHA OH HEe COOMPAJICS, /1a U HE MMEJIO 9TO CMBICTIA.

— BoI yx mocrapaiitech, JIOABIPH, Beb U3-3a Bac 3TU Joau noctpagamu! Kak Bl BooOre
MokeTe ceOs Tak Bectu?! Bl maxe yrpoxkanu MHe pacrpaBoii! — BrickazaB Bce, 4TO OBUIO Y HErO
Ha Jy1ie, AXepoH Jaxe 3aKalulsyIcs OT HeXBAaTKU KUCIIOPO/IA, TO U JeJI0 BHITUPAs CJIe3bl PyKaBOM.

CTpaKHMK k€ MOT JIUIIb [TPOOJIKATh CTOATh C OIYILIEHHOU I'OJIOBOM K MOKPOI OT XOJIOIHOTO
I10Ta CHI/IHOI;'I, BBICTTYIIWBAA MMPUINUTAHUA KAKOTI'O-TO COILIAKA O )KU3HU, B IyHI€ HAACACH, YTO ABOPA-
HUH He coOMpaeTcsi eMy MCTUTD, Belb B TAKOM CIIy4ae ellie K yTpy OH OyzieT O0JITaThCsl Ha BUCEIUIIE,
1 €IJUHCTBEHHBIMU CUACTJIMBbIMU B 3TOM CUTyallu CTAHYT BOPOHBI, TMPYIOIIXE HAa €0 KOCTAX.

— Ilonutn, AxepoH, HamMm Nopa. — YBHIIEB, YTO COCTOSIHME ChlHA YXYIIIWIOCH, [lemuaH He
XOTeJI TPOJIOIKATh ITOT hapc U TeM 0ojiee MCTUTh STUM CTPaXKHUKAM, CJIEJJIOM yXke pa3BepurBasich
1 HAYMUHas HECIICIITHO yXO,III/ITb.

KuBHyB, AXepOoH MOT TOJIBKO OPOCHTBH ITOCIIEIHHMIA B3I/ HA CTPAKHUKOB M HATTPABUTHCS BCIIE
3a oToM. OH Jaxke He Aymall O KaKOH-TMOO MECTH UM, IIPOCTO HAEsUICs, YTO OHM 0Opa3yloTcs U

CMOT'YT CTaTh JyYILIMMH JTIOIbMHU.

XOTS CTpaXHUKH YyTh JIM HE KJISUTUCh, YTO HAWAYT STHX OAHJUTOB, B TIIyOMHE JYIIU OH U caM
MOHKMMAJI, YTO 3TOTO He MPOM30M/IET U OT ITOr0 eMy ObLIO ellle MevaibHee.

— Kto *xe TOorga 3aliuTUT U IMMOMOKET 9TUM JIIOIIHM?

AXepoHy CTaHOBWJIOCh Y:KaCHO CTPAIllHO 32 Y4YacTh BCEX STHUX HECUACTHBIX, CUJSIIUX BO3JIE
LIEPKBU, TIOSTOMY OH TO U JIEJIO OIJISIABIBAJICS HA HUX, C KAXK/IBIM II1arOM OTAAJISISICh BCE AaJIbIIIE.

— Tl He cMOxelb UM oMovb, AxepoH. He 3a0uBaii ronoBy. — CIIOBHO 3Hasi, 0 YeM JIyMaeT
ero cbiH, JlemMuan gaxe He 000pauMBasCh TYT Ke Jajl COBET.

— Ho nomxen xe....

— Xouenb UM 1oMoub? — OCTaHOBUBIIKCH, [leMuaH TyT ke 0OepHYJICS K ChIHY, pHUceast
Y CMOTPS1 TOMY BPOBEHb IIPAAMO €MY B IN1a3a. — Eciu Tl XO4elb UM IMOMOYb Thl JOJIKEH MOJYYUTh
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cuy. Pa3Be Mor Tel UM cefiuac moMoub? Eciv Obl He s, TeOst ObI XOpOIIeHbKO U30ri. B 3TOM ropojie
ThICAYN HUIIIUX. Ha TEPPUTOPHUAX BBICHIUX ABOPAH UX COTHH ThICAY, TOI'ld KaK BO BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE
MUJUTMOHBI TakuX! A CKOJIBKO B Apyrux KoposieBctBax?! CKOJIbKO TakMX ke BO BceM Mupe?!

HoroBopus, JleMuaH MOT TOJIbKO HETOAYIOIIE ITOKayaTh FOJI0BOM U YCTAJIO MOIHATHCS, IPOOI-
Kast HAIIPaBJIATHCS 0OpaTHa K skeHe. OYeBUIHO, OH He pas3/ieNisyl MHEHHE ChIHA, CJIEJOM MPOIOIIKasT
JIMIIIb TUXO TOBOPUTH:

— A THI HE CMOT TIOMOYb JaXe HECKOJIbKHM...

Beicnymmiap ceityac tupaay oTiia, AXepOH MOT JIMINb IOHYPO OMYCTHTh rojioBy. ClioBa OTiia
cefluac Kazaiuch KICTUHHOM, HO B TO e BpeMsl PAHIJIM €ro Cep/Ilie He XyKe CaMoro ocTporo Hoxa. OH
MOHUMAJI, YTO He CIOCOOCH HUKOMY TIOMOYb... TpaB/ia noHuMait. Ho passe npoiiss MUMO, IpHUHUTast
0 cBOeM Oeccriiue JIydilie, YeM XOTsI Obl MOMpoOOBaTh N3MEHUTD KU3Hb OJIHOTO YeJIOBeKa?

OpnHaxIpl B OMOIMOTEKM MOMECThsI OH TPOUUTAN ONHY KHUTY. B Hell onmchIBaaoCh, Kak CaMblil
O6bI‘wIHI)II';I HpOXOI[}IHlI/Iﬁ MHUMO YCJIOBEK OJHaXIbl IMOMOI' HUILIEMY. On HUKOI'Ja HE IPOTATruBall
HUKOMY PYKY JIO 9TOTO, HO YBHJIEB TOI'0 HECUYACTHOTO YeJIOBEKA, OH CIIOBHO YyBCTBOBAJI YIIIOW, YTO
JO/KeH moMoub. [1o3xke, CrycTss MHOTHE ToAa TOT HECYACTHBI CMOTI CTaTh BEJIMKMM YEJIOBEKOM,
W3MEHUBILIEM BECh MUP!

He mipoiins mumo, npuuutast o 6eccuive, MOMOIIb YyXkaka U3MEHWIa CyAbOy JIMIIb OHOTO
YeJIoBeKa, TOrja Kak TOT B CBOI0 o4epe/b U3MeHU cynp0y Bcero mupa! Tak ecTb Ji Bee ke CMBICT
B TOM, YTOOBI TIOMOTaTh OJIHOMY YeJIOBEKY WJIM JIydllle MPOUTH MUMO, CKa3aB: DTO JIMIIh OJVH U3
OeCUNCIEHHOTO MHOXECTBA... s1 HIUEro He U3MEHIO.

AXepOH MCJICHHO IIEJI BCJIE] 3a OTHOM, TOrJa Kak OeCUMCIIEHHbIE MBICIU MMpoaOJIKAJIHN IIPO-

HOCUTBCS B €ro rojiope. OH HAYEro He U3MEHUJ CErogHA, MOXET OaXC HaBpE€AWJI, HO OTHIOIb... I[ame
IOCJIE CJIOB OTLIA OH HC CUHTAJI, YTO IIOCTYIINJI 3PA.

45



A. MareppamoB. «OTOpOIIIEHHAS TCHb»

I'naBa 10. IlepkoBb Apuaiimero Cera.

Hemuan ¢ AXepoHOM yke BCKOpe MOJOILIN K oxuaaBiiend ux CuibBe, CTOsIIEN HeroganeKky
OT TMOBO3KU U COMPOBOXKIAIOIIEHCS ABYMsI PbILIAPSIMU. YBUIEB 3allbIXaBIIErocsl ChbiHA, OHA TYT ke
0eCroKOIHO MOAOIILIA K HEMY, aKKYypaTHO BBITHpAs IJIATKOM MOT € ero Jjoa.

— AxepoH, He Oerail Tak Oobine. Tl ke 3Haelb, YTo TeOe HeNb3s MepeHanpsaraTbCs. —
CuiibBa ¢ J1erkuM OeCOKOMCTBOM 3allpUuMTala, Ha YT0 AXEpOH MOT JIMIIb HEJIOBKO YIBIOHYThCS U
KHMBHYTb Ha CJIOBA MaTEpH.

— CuibBa, Axepon nouumire. Caiiio, beprpam Bbl ocranerech 371ech. §1 He Jymalo, UTO Hac He
OyJIeT CIIMIIKOM YK JJOJITO, TaK YTO HaOepuTech TeprieHnsl. — YCibllaB coBa [leMuana, 1Boe phlia-
peit MO TOJIBKO KMBHYTb, CJIEZIOM YK€ HaIlpaBJIsisich 00paTHO K Kapete. — U He 3a0bIBait AXepoH,
MBI TPUOBUTH TIO BAKHOMY JIeJTy Kacalolerocst Te0st TJMYHO M OCTAJIbHBIE IPOOJIEMbI TOJOK/IYT.

AXCpOH MOTI' TOJIBKO COINIACUTBCA CO CJIOBaMHM CBOE€IroO OTILA, 0T6paCbIBa}I JIMIITHHUEC TIePeKHUBaA-
HUA, BEb Y HETO U BIIPAMb XBaTaJI0O CBOUX HpOéIICM, 1 HY’>KHO CHavaJjla pa306paTbC$I XOTs OBl C HUMH.

He Tpatd OoJIBIIIE BpPEMCHU, HeMI/IaH CJIEAOM YIKE IOoIIC]I IIPAMUKOM K HEPKBU, TOIlda KaK
CI/IJ'ILBa, AC€pKa CbIHA 3a PYKY HAIIpaBHUJIaCh Cpa3y CJICAOM 3a HUM. XOTs1 OH MOT OBl ITOCETUTD LICPKOBb
1 CO CBOUMMU PpBIIApAMU, OOHAKO 9TO CYUTAJIOCh OBl AYPHBIM TOHOM, IIOKYJla CYAUTAJIOCH, YTO B LICPKBU
y HIOIICfI HET Bparos, B 0COOEHHOCTHU Y BacCaJIOB KOPOHBI, KOUMHU U ABJIAJIUCH IBOPSAHE.

UYem Onmmxe AXepoH moadupasics K IIepKBH, TeM OOJIbIIIe OHA OIIYINAIAch KPETOCThIO, CJIOBHO
3alMIIAIONIYI0 BCEX OTO 371a. [IBepu ObLIM TSKEJBIMU M BBICOKUMU, HE MEHbIIE TpeX MeTpoB. Emy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO PEIIMB 3alTH B LIEPKOBb O€3 OTIIa, IepXKaBIIIero IBepb, TO OH HE CMOT Obl Jaxe OTBO-
PUTh MX, HACTOJIBKO Ka3aJIMCh TSKENbl 9TU JBE MOXOKUE Ha KOJIOHHBI IBEPH.

[Nonas BHYTpb M PO Yepe3 JBOMHYIO apKy, COSJUHEHHYIO HEOObIINM TOMELIEHUEM C eIlie
O/IHUMM TAKMMHU K€ IBEPbMHU, IIIyM ¥ TOMOH TOJIIBI C YJIMLBI CMEHUJICS a0COIIOTHOM THIIMHOW. HuKTO
HE TOBOPWJI, JIUIIb TUXO CTyMasi IO LIEPKBH, BO3KUTask CBEUH, OIaroBOHUS M OJIar0YeCTUBO MOJISICh.

CrycTs1 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT M3 TTyOMH LIEPKBH JI0 YIIlel AXepoHa yke JOHECTIOCh TUXOe U TaKOe
ycroKauBaoIue necHonenue. OHO Ka3ajoch U JaJIeKuM, U OJIM3KUM OIHOBPEMEHHO, HO MOKYAA Thl
HAXOZIMJICSI B TIEPKBH, TO 00sI3aTeNIbHO YCIIBIIUIID €ro B To0o# ee yactu. [locie yaapa Koimokona
rpymnmna ciyxureseit coopanach Ha OOLIYI0 MOJIUTBY, U UMEHHO HX IECHOIIEHHU 1 pa3HOCUIIMCH IO BCei
LIEPKBHU.

AXCpOH HE 3HaJI, YTO UMCHHO 3Ha4aT CJIOBA4, BBIXOAAIIIHUE HperaCHOﬁ TecCHEN 130 pTa CIIyXKu-
TeJIen LEPKBU, OAHAKO 9TO HECOMHCHHO OBLJI JIUIIIb OIHH 13 OeCUNCIIEHHBIX KYIUIETOB, YTO HAXOQUJICA
B €lIC OOJIBIIIMX CBATHIX CBUTKAX U KHHTI'aX, BO3GHOCAIIIUX BCJ’II/IKYIO MaThb U Hp‘laﬁ]ﬂﬂﬁ Caer.

CKOJIBKO OBl pa3 AXCpOH HE TOCCIIaT HEPKOBb OH HE MOI' IIEPECTATh BOCXUIIATHCA, BEIb OHA
OblIa MOCTPOCHA C HCBOO6paSI/IMbIM BEJIMYHUEM. BOfI,I[H BHYTPb, OH 9yBCTBOBAJl ce0s1 TAKUM Ke 3allu-
IOEHHBIM, KaK U MOJ CYPOBbIM B3IVIAA0OM OTLA. OILHaKO 3TO OBblJIa CJIOBHO COBCEM Apyrad 3amura.
Ecnu nox B3rasigomM oTiia oH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro HC,HO6PO)KCJI8.TCIII/I 3allIaTAT, TO 34€Ch OH YYBCTBO-
BaJl, CJIOBHO HUKAKHMX HCJIO6PO)I(CHaTeHCfl Hn HE 6y,HCT, CJIOBHO 3JI0 HE TTOCMEECT CYHYTLCA B 3Ty CBA-

46



A. MareppamoB. «OTOporeHHast TeHb»

TyI0 oOuTeNlb. MOXeT 3TO OBUTIO TIPABIOK, & MOXET JIUIIb MBICTISIMU JAEBATUICTHETO MaJIbUMKa, YTO
ropeBal HaJl y4acThlo CTPAJAIOIIUX JIIOJEH, POCSIIMX MUJIOCTBIHIO CHAPY KU BCEH STOM CBSITOCTH.

IocepeauHe e OrpOMHOIO M KpacuBOI'O 3aj1a HAXOAMJIACh CTAaTysl JKEHILUHBI, Yell IpeKpac-
HBII JIMK ObLJT CKPBIT ByaJIblo, OCTABJISISl OTKPBITBIMHU JIMIIIb €€ HE MEHee MPEeKpacHbIe IJ1a3a, CJIOBHO
MpUTSTHBAIONIE K ceOe Bce B30phl BXoasmux. [log craryeil Ha MOHYMEHTe ObUTH BBIPE3aHbl JIUIIh
HECKOJIBKO CJIOB Ha fI3bIKe LIEpPKBU - Benukas marte, 11ans Spyaiiiiero Ceera.

AXepoH 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTpEJ Ha CTaTylo, TO U JIeJI0 NePeUThIBasl CJIOBA, HAIMCAHHBbIC HA
MoHyMeHTe. OH IIJTOXO 3HaJ SI3bIK 1IEPKBH, KOTOPBII 110 COBMECTUTEILCTBY ObLT SI3bIKOM JTaBHO pa3-
pYHICHHOI';I HUMIIEpUH, OJHAKO UMECHHO 3TH IIATH CJIOB OH 3HAJI HAU3YCThb. OH Tak)Xe YUTaJI HEKOTO-
PpbI€ NIEPEBEACHHBIC HA I/IMHCpCKI/Iﬁ A3BIK CBATBIE KHUT'H, B KOTOPLIX FOBOPUJIOCH, YTO JaXX€ KOrJa K
CaMbIM HA0OXXHBIM BEPYIOIIMM CHUCXOAUT Besnkas Math, TO 1aXe TOr/a ee JIMK CKPBIT Byasiblo, Bellb
B [IPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae OHH OyIyT OCJICIICHbl OECKOHEYHO SIPKUM CBETOM, UTO MCTOYAET ee JIMIIO, U
Jake BOCIIOMUHAHUE 00 YBHJICHHOM coTpeTcs 13 ux royioB! Hactompko Obl1 O0KECTBEHEH ee JIMK,
HEJIOCTYIHbIA B30PY CMEPTHBIX.

Benukast Math Obla IEpBHIM pEOSHKOM BCETO CBETA MHUPA, MPO3BAHHOTO Ha TMEPBOM BOCXO[E
conHna — Spyaiimv CBETOM, MOSTOMY SIBJISIACH OJHOBPEMEHHO BOIUIONICHUEM OO0XECTBA U €ro
IJIaHBIO, TOTAa Kak UMeHHO fApyaiiimuii CBet Obls1 60roM BO BCEM €ro NposiBJIeHUH. Borom, kak cyThio
obiTus1. imenHo 3to npomnosenosaia Llepkoss Apuaiimero Ceerta.

B stor MmomeHnT CuiibBa MOIJIa TOJIBKO JIETOHBKO MOTSHYTh 3aCMOTPEBILErocsi AXepoHa BCIle]l
3a My’eM, KOTOPBII B CBOIO OY€pe/Ib YK€ HECIIElIa HAlpaBUJICs K 3aKPbITOMY ITOMELIEHUIO, pe/IHa-
3HAYaBLIEMYCS JJIs1 TEX, KTO UCKaJl pa3roBopa co CIYKUTEISMHU LIEPKBU.

Boiizist BHyTph KOMHATBI, IECHOTICHU ST OTJAIMIINCH HA BTOPOM TUIaH, XOTS IaXe 3[eCh UX ObUIO
OBbI MPEKPACHO CITBIIITHO, €CJTA OBl He TUXHE ToJI0ca JIIofiel, epeduBaroliye ux. JleMuan TyT ke Harpa-
BUWJICSI K OJTHOMY U3 CIIy)KUTeJIed LIEPKBH, YTO CTOSLT BO3JIe KAMEHHOTO HAArpOOUsl OJHOTO U3 TTOYKB-
IIAX CBATHIX, TUXO MOJIsACh. OH yMaJl O TOM, YTOOBI MEPeOUTh €ro, OJHAKO HEMHOT'O IMOJAyMaB U
MOHUMasd, 4YTO IMpUIIECII C HpOCL6OI>'I MOTI' TOJIBKO JOXIOAThCA IIOKa TOT HE 3aKOHYMAT.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3aKOHYHMB MOJIUTBY, CBSIIIIEHHUK C YJIBIOKON OOepHYJICs, OJapuBast
100poii yIBIOKOM TPOUILY, IOCIE Yero TepeBes B3IV Ha CTOAIIEro Brepenu Beex JeMuana.

— Yem s Mory Bam nomMoub? — CBSILIIEHHUK BHUMATEJILHO OCMOTPEJI TPOULLY, Cpa3y ke MpH-
3HaBasl B HUX JABOpsH. JIuuo [lemuana ka3anoch emy cierka 3HakOMbIM, HO TEM HE MEHee OH Tak U
HE CMOT' BCTIOMHUTb, I71€ UMEHHO €ro BUEI.

— MHe HyXHO BcTpeTuthes ¢ enuckonom Jlaypoit. Ckaxute, 4To ee mpocut 6apoH Jlemuan.
— Jlemuan He coOMpaJics I0JIUTh WM KaK-TO YTOBapHUBaTh, IPOCTO T'OBOPSI BCE KAK €CTb.

Venbimap cioBa MyKUYUHBI, CBSIICHHUK MOT JIMIIb KUBHYTh. Eciv ero mpocut 6apoH, TeM
Oonee 3HaKOMBIH ¢ Jlaypoid, TO y Hero mpocTo He ObUIO MPUYMH OTKa3biBaTh. Eciu uto, Jlaypa Bceraa
MOJET cama OTKa3aThCsl OT BCTPEYH, BeJlb SIUCKOITBI OBUTH YaCThIO BBICIIIETO TyXOBEHCTBA U IBOPSIHE
HE MOIJIM UM TPSIMO MPUKa3bIBaTh.

— 4 coobmry enmckony Jlaype o Bac. OpHaKko s HE MOTY 3aBepsTb, UTO OHA COIIACHTCS Ha
BCTpEYy, Belb....
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— IIpocto coobmm. Ecim oHa He cornacuTes, TO Tak TOMY U OBbITb, 51 IPOCTO yiay. — 3aKaTuB
r1a3a, JleMuaH Mor TOJIbKO MepeOuTh CBAIIEHHUKA M TaK 3Hasi, YTO TOT COOMPAJICS CKa3aTh.

Bbosick rHeBa ABOPAHWHA, CBAIICHHUK XOTEJI JIMIIb JOHECTH MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OTBET Haypbl HE
3aBUCUT OT HET'O, YCTO0 OH CaM OYEBUIHO XOPOIIO ITOHHUMAJI, TYT KE JaBasd €My CBOU OTBET.

JoOpoayHO yIBIOHYBIIMCh ¥ KUBHYB, CBSIIIEHHUK CJIEAOM YK€ HECHEIIHO HampaBHJICS K
OOKOBOW JIBEpH, YCTPEMJISISCh B TIyOMHBI IepKBU. OH BEpHYJICS YK€ CIYCTsI OKOJIO IECSITU MUHYT,
coo01Ias XOpoIre sl OKUIAOIIEH TPOUIIbI BECTH.

— Enmckon Jlaypa cooOrimia, 4To BCTPETHUT Bac U Balty cemblo. OTHAKO el Hy)KHO 3aKOHYHUTh
MouTBy. Ipoliiry Bac mogoxaare nosyaca, nocjie 4ero s JJMYHO OTBEy Bac K HEu.

VYernplmag cioBa CIyKuUTeNsl HepKBY, JleMuaH He 3a[yMbIBasiCh KUBHYJI, TIOCJIE YEro BMECTE C
CunbBoit 1 AXepoOHOM BEpHYJICS B IVIABHBIN 31, OoJiee He oOpalasi HUKAKOro BHUMaHUSI Ha CBs-
IIIEHHUKA, YTO TIPOBOJMIT UX YJIBIOAIOIIMCS B3IJISIOM.

— Yepe3s nomyaca BCTpeTHMCS 371ech jke. CHiTbBa MOXKEIIIb TIOKa MTPOUTHUCh BMeCTe ¢ AXEpPOHOM,
ecim xotute pasymeercs. — Hudero Gosniee He roBopsi [leMuaH ciieiloM yxke ycescsl Ha CKaMeuKy,
TOrJa KaK ero MbIC/IM YHECIIUCh B HEM3BECTHOM HMKOMY KPOME HEro HarpaBJieHUU.

Kupnys myxy, CuiibBa HalpaBUjIach BMECTE C CBIHOM K CcTaTye BeJaukou Matepu. [Ipu Bxoze
OHa y’Ke MpruoOpesia HECKOJIBKO CBeUYeid, IOITOMY TYT K€ JOCTaBask U3 CBOEH CyMOUYKH OfIHY M3 HUX
Hemeis nepeaaia Axepony. OHa ¢ camMoro JercTBa Moiviack Benukoit Matepu u fApuaiiiemy
Cgerty, I03TOMY 3TO Jie/Iall U OH, XOTSI OHA HUKOTJJa U HE MPUHYK/Iala ero K 3TOMY.

AXepoH HHMKOT[a He COOMPAJICs MOIHOCTHIO TIOCBETUTh BCEro ceOsi Bepe Il CTAHOBUTCS CBSI-
IIEHHUKOM, OJJHAKO OH BCE PaBHO MOYMTAJ LIEPKOBb U Bepui B Benukyio math u Apuaiinmii Ceer,
KaK U ero Mama. Yuras MOJIUTBY, OH 3aXKeT CBedy, OIHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM CTaBs ee 1oj craryo. Ero
cBeya ObUIa JJaJIeKO He MEepBOi, Be[b K 9TOMY MOMEHTY IOJ] Hel CTOSIJIO YK€ MHOTO COTEH TOpsIIUX
CBeYel, TOr/ia KaK CrOpeBIIUX ObUIM YK€ MHOTHE THICSUH.

Bmecte ¢ marepbio OH mpoiiesics o OoJbllel YacTi JOCTYITHOTO HOMEILeHHUs LIepKBH, TO U
JIeJI0 MOJISICh M 3a)KUrasi CBeUHU. 3/1eCh OH CJIOBHO UyBCTBOBAJI Ce0s KAK HUKOI/IA CIIOKOWHO ¥ yMHUPO-
TBOPEHHO, OJJHAKO YCTaJIOCTh BCKOPE BCE PABHO Hayasla OJI0JIEBaTh €r0.

IMosryaca mpoILIM AOBOJIBHO OBICTPO U BCKOPE OHU 002 BEPHYJIMCh K TOMY MECTY, IZie JI0 CHX
nop cuzen Jlemuan, ¢ JMLO KOTOPOro He CXOAMJIa Macka 3aayMuuBocTtd. Hudero He rosops, oH
HECIENTHO TIOJHSJICS U HAIpaBUJICS 0OPAaTHO B KOMHATY, TJI€ JI0 CUX TOP CTOsUI CBSIIIIEHHUK, HbIHE
oxupaaomui ux. KuBHYB UM M [1aB 3HaK WATH 32 HUM, OH HECIELTHO HAIPAaBWJICS BIITyOb IIEPKBH,
TOrZa Kak TPOMILIA MOCTIEA0BAIA IPAMUKOM 32 HUM.

IMonzemHas yacTh LIepKBU ObLIa el1e OOoJIbIle, YeM HapyxHas U 37ecb AXepOH ObLT BIIEpBbIE,
MI03TOMY >Ka{HO MOeJIaJl IJIa3aMU BCeE, YTO BUJIEI, KpY:Ka I'0I0BOH 10 cTopoHaM. OfIHAaKo, K €ro coxa-
JIEHWIO, BCE KOMHATHI, BEAYyIFe HEeM3BECTHO Kyja ObLIM 3alepThl, JIUIIb M3PEIKa MPUOTKPHIBASCH
BXOZISIIIUMU ¥ BBIXOASIIIIUMH TyJa U OOPATHO CBSIIIEHHUKAMH U JJake phllapsiMu 1iepkBu. CKBO3b
IIIeJIM OH TIOPOM BUEN OYEHb BBICOKMX U BBIPA3UTEIbHBIX JIIOICH, HETIOXOKHMX Ha OOBIYHBIX CITYKH-
TeJIe, OJJHAKO eMy He XBaTaJlo HM BPEMEHH, HU 3PEHHsI MOHATh KeM OHH ObLIH MTPY LIEPKBH.
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HpOIIOJDKaH HUATHU, OH OCMATpUBAJICA BE3C, NO Kyda MOI' JOTAHYTbBCA €ro B30p. CunbBa xe
JIMIIb ITPUTTIAABbIBAJIA 3da HUM, B TO BPEMA KaK ILGMI/IaH CMOTPEJI TOJIBKO BIIEPE, a €ro JIMIO, Ka3aJI0Chb,
HHUYCTO HE BbIPpAXKaJo. JIumb HHOra JICTKOC NMMOACPruBaHusA I1j1a3a BblJaBaJIO €0 HE COBCEM OecrieuHoe
COCTOAHUE, OJHAKO HEU3BECTHO KAKYIO SMOIIMIO OH MCIIBITHIBAJI HA CaMOM /[ICJIC.

TeM He MeHee BpeMs JIULIb IPOAOJIKAJIO CBOM HEYMOJIMMBIH XO[ U yKE Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
CBSIILICHHUK HAKOHEIl OCTAHOBHJICSI BO3JIe OOBIYHOM Ha BUJI IBEPH, IEPEBO/IS B3IJIsA]] HA TPOMILY.

— Enuckon Jlaypa 3a 3T0i1 ABEpb0 B 0XUJaHUU Bac. MoxkeTe 3aX0uTh, a s TEM BPEMEHEM
OyIy ’kaTh Bac 37€Ch M OTBE/ly 0OpaTHO MOCIe TOrO, KaK Balllv Jiefia 371ech OynyT okoH4eHbI. [Toxka-
Jy#cTa, €Clv BAPYT KaKUM-TO 4y[OM MEHs 3/1eCh HE OKaXKeTCsl, HUKYJa HE OTXO/UTE.

Ckazas Bce, YTO HyKHO ObUIO CKa3aTh CBSIIIEHHUK OCTAJICS CTOSITh, TUXO YMTasi MOJIIUTBY, OoJiee
He oOpaliasi Ha TPOMX rOCTe HUKAKoro BHUMaHUsl. EMy He XOTesnoch ocTaBaThesl 3/1eCh CTOSATh, HO
HE CITY’KUTEJISIM 3arpeniagoch OpoauTh MO MOA3EMHON YaCTH LIEPKBH, TOSTOMY OH ObUT BBIHYK/IEH
MIPOCTIEAUTD, YTOOB! OHU BBIILIM TaKXke, KaK ¥ BOILIA. ECiii BAPYT OKaxeTcsl, 4To JIOIH, KOTOPBIX OH
IIpUBEJ B MOA3EMHYIO YacThb LIEPKBHU JIaXke C NMO3BOJIEHUS €MKCKOIIA, PHILLYT MOBCIOLY, TO HE CHOCUTD
€My T'OJIOBBI.

JleMuaH ke B 9TOT MOMEHT He coOupasicsi 6osee TpaTUTh BpeMsl, U He 3a1yMbIBasiCh, Kak U He

06pa1ua;1 YK€ HUKAKOI'0 BHMMAHHA Ha CJIOBA CBAIIECHHUKA TYT K€ OTKPBLI ABEPL U 3allICI BHYTPb, a
CJIEIOM 32 HUM BOIUIM U AxepoH ¢ CUIIbBO.
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I'nasa 11. JIlaypa, enuckon nepkBu.

KomHara, koTtopass B 3TOT MOMEHT IpeicTana nepej AXepoHOM, OTIMYalach OT JPYTUX B
LIEPKBU JIMILIb TEM, YTO BMECTO MHOKECTBA JIIOJEW TYT HaXOAWJIACh TOJILKO OJHA AEBYIIKA, CTOSAIIAs
ceiiuac Ha KOJIEHSIX M YMTaloIIas MOJIMTBY rieper craryeil Benukoi marepu. [Tog Horamu cratym Obuia
TOJIBKO OJJHA IPKO ropAlIas cBeva, Ta, KOTOPYIO U3 pa3a B Pa3 3aKUraeT JIMILb OfINH YEJIOBEK B 3TOM
Mecte — Jlaypa, enucKoIl LIEpKBH.

— $1 6buta youBIIeHa, KOrJa MHE COOOUIMIM, YTO JIMYHO OapoH JleMuaH MpoCcUT BCTPEUH CO
MHOI. Hukorga Obl He mogymala, 4yTo Bbl IEpecTyUTe Nopor HepkBu. — Jlaypa nmpojosikaia cCuJeTh
C 3aKpbITBIMU IVIA3aMH, TOTIA KAK JIMILb €€ TUXUH TOJI0C pa3Heccs N0 KOMHATe.

Omna ropopuiia IIENOTOM, OJHAKO €€ CJIOBA OTYETIIMBO MTPO3BYYasIH, Ka3aJ0Ch, IPSIMO BO3JIE
yimed AXepoHa, OTYEro MypallKH TO U JIEJI0 Ha4yald IPOCKaJIb3bIBATh [0 BCEMY €0 TETy.

— [opoii xkK3HB BBIHYKAAET AEHCTBOBATh HeCTaHIAPTHO. — JlemuaH b 6e33a00THO OTBe-
THWJI, HE YIUBJIEHHBIA TEM, KaKUMU cjioBaMu Jlaypa BcTpeuaer ero. Bee ke B IpOLUIBIA pa3 OHYU pac-
CTaJIACh HA IypHOM HOTE.

— U npaBpa, nopoii gaxe rMogoOHBI BaM MOXeT 00paTUThes K cBeTy. — Cllerka ycMexHyB-
LIKCB, JIaypa mogHsAIack ¢ 1oJ1a U MOBEPHYJIACh K TPOUIIE, TOrJa KaK €€ APKUE U SICHBIE XKEJITHIE I71a3a
yke BIWIKCh IPAMUAKOM B JleMuaHa.

Korna Jlaypa nogHsmace, AXEpOH TSAXKENIO CIJIOTHYJI, a €70 Ia3a PAaCIMPUINCh OT YIWBJIEHUS,
Bellb ee pocT ObLT Oo1ee 1ByX MeTpoB. OHA BO3BBIINIAIACH HA IIEJTYIO TOJIOBY Jake 0 CPABHEHHMIO C €T0
OTLIOM, OTUYETO OH MCTIBITHIBAJI Yy Th JIA HE IIOK. Ee spKue, jkenThle I1a3a, CIOBHO MbUIAJIN, Ka3aJI0Ch,
YTO JJa’ke B TEMHOTE OHM OyayT pa3roHATh Mpak. EjiBa yBuzieB ee, OH TYT ke MOHsLI... OHa SIBHO He
IIpOCTas JEBYIIKA.

Jlaype ObLIO JIUIIIL OKOJIO IBA/IIIATH JIET HA BU, OJHAKO TO, C KAKMUM B3IJISJIOM OHa B3Upaja Ha
JlemuaHa roBOpujio 0 MHOTOM. Ee UIMHHBIE CBETIIBIE BOJIOCHI CTPYWJIMCH JIO I10J1a, TOrJa Kak B HUX
TO U JIEJIO TPOCKaAJIb3bIBAJIA CEIMHA.

— Taxk yero ke Tebe Haslo oT MeHs1, lemuan? Pemv moBeputh B Benukyto math u Spuaiinmii
Cger? — C nerkoii ycmenko# Jlaypa Morsia ToJIbKO 3a/1aTh BOIPOC, JIMIIb OEryio mpooerast B3I oM
1o CusbBe M AXepoHy, CITyCTs] MUT YK€ BHOBb BO3Bpalliasi B3niAl Ha JlemuaHa.

— MoeMmy CbIHY CHATBCS yKacCHbIE KOIIMAaphbl, B KOTOPBIX OH HE MOXET TPOCHYThCA. OHU Tep-
3aI0T €r0, TOrJa Kak OHM peasibHee 4ero-inoo. MHe KaxeTcs, Ha HEM MOXET JIe)KaTh POKJIATHE. —
He oGparast BHuMaHus Ha BTopoii Boripoc Jlaypsl, [lemuan cpa3y nepeuien k neny. — OgHaxab 5
1OMOT TeOe€... Terepb U Thl IOMOTY MHE.

Venpimas cnoBa lemuana, Jlaypa Juib ycMeXHYJ1ach, OTHAKO HUYero Oosiee He ckazana. Ee
TOJIbIe CTOITBI MEJIEHHO HAIlPABUJIMCh B CTOPOHY AXEpPOHA, OTYEro OH M0OJIEJHEI TaK, CJIOBHO YBUE
npuspaka. C KaxabIM 11aroM eMucKOoIl Ka3aJIoCch CTAHOBUJIACH JIMILb BCE BbIIE, 3aTMEBast COOO0IO BCe.
Huxorga npexzae oH He BUJEN KOrO-TO CTOJIb BBICOKOTIO, HE TOBOPS YK€ O €€ IVla3ax, YTO CJIOBHO
3a4apOBBIBAJIM CMOTPSILLETO B HUX.

[Monoiins BIUIOTHYIO K AXepOHY, OHA MTPOTSIHYJIA CBOIO PYKY K €ro IoAOOPOAKY, IOAHUMASI €r0
B3IV K CBOEMY, BCMAaTpUBAasiCh B ITyOMHBI YEpHBIX, Kak OMYT Ina3. Ee pyku Obuti OeHbIMU 1
XOJIOIHBIMH, OJTHAKO CJIOBHO HAIIOJIHEHHBIMU CKPBITOM CWJIOW. [IIMHHBIE HOT'TH HAa pyKax, Ka3aJjocCh,
MOIJIY C JIETKOCTBIO ITOPE3aTh €ro KoKy, HO TEM He MeHee ee XBaTKa ObljIa KpaiiHe HeXHa.

— TBoii chIH s1BHO He momen B Te0s, Jemuan. OH Takoi XpyNKHIA...

UYem Oosbiue Jlaypa rosopuiia, TeM cuiibHee CriibBe HE HpPaBHJIOCh ITpoucxoasiee. [eBymika
niepe]] Hel XOTb 1 OblIa eMMCKONOM LIEPKBH, Ka3alach, KAK MUHMMYM HEOOBIUHOM, TEM HE MEHee OHa
HUYEro He TOBOpMJIA, CUUTAs1, YTO ee MYXK paz0epercs co BCeM SIBHO Kyja JIyyllle, YeM OHa cama.

— To1 uro-HMOYp 3ameTnna? — He oOparass BHUMaHHS Ha CJIOBa enuckorna, Jlemuan Mor
TOJIBKO HEMEUISA 3a/1aTh BOIIPOC.
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Ero ovenn OGecriokoms ciydait ¢ AXepoHOM, B IPOTUBHOM Clly4ae, Kak U ckaszasia Jlaypa oH
Obl HUKOT/Ia HE TIpHIIES B IIepKOBb. OH He 0100psiT HU UX BEpY, HM UX CKPBIThIE AEHCTBHS, CBUIETE-
JIeM KOTOPBIX OH OfHaKIbl cTajt. OHAKO eMUCKOM U BITPSIMb MOTJIa M30ABUTHCS OT MPOKJISATHS, €CITH
TaKOBOE JICWCTBUTENILHO OBLIO HAJIOKEHO Ha €ro ChIHA.

— 1 He BMXKY HMKAKOTO IPOKJIATHSA, OJHAKO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE B HEM BCE k€ €CTh, HO 3TO,
OJIHAKO, He TIOXOKE HU Ha YTO C YeM sI paHbllie UMelia JIeJ10... MHTepecHo. — Omyckast mogoopoaoK
AxepoHa, Jlaypa BHOBb B3IIsIHY1a Ha [lemuana. — $1 uutana MeJUIIMHCKUE TPAKTHI O OOJIE3HH TBOETO
ChIHA... CITy4Yail ¥ BIOPsIMb YHUKAJIBHBIA. S IpoBemy cBoe 0coOoe OUMITIeHNe, U €CJIM HA HEM U eCTb
KaKoe-TO 3JI0, TO OHO Oy/IeT YHUUTOXEHO.

— W 410 Xe Takoro CTpaHHOIO Thl yBUjIEIa? — YiepeBIuch B3rsgoM B Jlaypy, demuan Ty
e TPOLIEANIT CKBO3b 3yObI.

C Kax 101 CEeKyH/ION U KaKbIM HOBBIM CJIOBOM, €MMCKOIN pa3jipakasa ero Bce cuibHee. Bmecto
TOrO, YTOOBI CKa3aTh BCE KaK €CTh U IO JIeJly, OHA C CaMOro Havaja IOJUT U CTapaercs 3a/ieTh ero
3a XKMBOE.

— 41 BUXKy, UYTO OH YMHpPAET... THUET 3aXuBO. — [locMOTpeB MpsIMUKOM B I1a3a AXepoHy,
Jlaypa TyT e nmponomkuiia ObICTPO TOBOPHTH, AaXke Mpesk/e, yeM JleMuaH ycriesl ee OCTAHOBUTh. —
OH yMpeT y:xe uepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET...

— 3amomun! — B 3T0T MOMEHT JleMuaH MOT TOJIBKO B SIPOCTH 3aKpuyaTh, oTyero Jlaypa Tyt
ke TOZIHSJIa Ha HEro He MEeHee THEBHbIN B3IJIsA[l, TOrIA KaK €€ KeJThle IIa3a OMAcHO Cy3WINCh. Tem
HE MEeHee CITYCTsI MUT JIMIIIb JIETKasl yJIBIOKa OCTasach Ha ee MPEeKPacHOM JIUIIE.

— Tak 310 6B cekper? — [locMOTpeB BHOBb Ha AXEPOHA, UTO POk, CJIOBHO OCHHOBBIN
JMCT Ha BeTpy Jlaypa Moria TOJIbKO HEJIOBKO MokaTh ruiedamu. — OTKyaa MHae 0buto 3HaTh? Thl cam
TIOKeJIall, YTOObI 51 CKa3zaja BCe KaK €CTh... ThI K€ He MOXeIlb MEHsI BUHUTh 32 CBOM COOCTBEHHBIC
omOku u ipay ? — [lepeBens B3msa Ha JleMuaHa, 4To Ka3ajaoch B OO0 MOMEHT MOT B30PBaThCs
OT SIPOCTH OHA JIMIIb yCMexHyJ1ack. — W Moxenis?

Ceituac [lemuan MOT TOJIBKO THEBHO CMOTPETh Ha 3TY MOUTYIO AEBYIIKY-EMHICKOIa, B TIIyOuHe
AYIIH yXKe CoXayes, 4To BOoOIe peri npuiity cioga. Cuenus 3yObl, OH TYT e NepeBe B3I Ha
Apokalero AXepoHa, YTo TOJIBKO CedYac OCO3HAJI CBOIO yyacTh, a €ro CEepALe HANOJIHUIOCh HEBbI-
HOCHMOW 00JIbI0, B TO BpeMsI Kak y camoii CHIIbBHI I71a3a YK€, TaK M BOBCE ObUIM Ha MOKPOM MeCTe.

— Tel roBOpMIIa, YTO OIHAKABI IOMOXKEILIb MHE, HO [TOKA €JUHCTBEHHOE, UTO ThI JE€JIA€Ib - 3TO
Bpeuiib. Yero st TOJIBKO JKAal OT MOJOOHBIX TeOe... AxepoH, CuibBa Mbl yxonuMm! — EfBa ciioBa
MyKa pa3Jajich B KOMHate, Kak CriibBa TYT e B3sila AXepoHa 3a pyKy, cOOMpasich BBIITH 3a JBEPb,
onHako Jlaypa Heme1s1 OCTaHOBUIIA UX.

— Tocronire. 4 Oputa m3muiHe Tpyda. — Crierka CKJIOHWB rojioBy, Jlaypa mepecrania yibl-
0aTbCs1, Cepbe3HO MOCMOTpEB Ha Jlemuana. — Ycinyra 3a yciyry, s IpoBey OUMILEHUE U CIesalo Bce
YTO CMOTY, YTOOBI Thl HE JyMaJl, OYATO ENHCKOIIBI LIEPKBU HE 3HAIOT YECTH.

JlemMuaH BHUMaTesIbHO TIOCMOTpen Ha Jlaypy W yBuzeB, 4TO (hbajblilb HAKOHEI] hcue3iia C ee
JIMIA TSIKENIO KMBHYI. Y HEero He ObUIO BHIOOpA, B IPOTUBHOM ClTy4yae OH He CTaj Obl TepreTh TaKoe
YHUKEHHE €ro JOCTOMHCTBa. [lake B MpOLUIOM OH He Tepliel, JMILb Ceiyac, U TO, TOIbKO MOTOMY
YTO BBIHYX/IEH.

— IIpocro BeIiiAMTE BCe... KpoMme Tebst Maibuuk. — Erme npexnae, yem CunbBa wim demuan
yCTIeNIN J1a)ke BO3pasuTh, Jlaypa yke cTporo B3IIsIHY/IA HA HUX, IPOAOIKAs TOBOPUTh. — ITO 00s1-
3aTesibHO. §1 HUKaK eMy He HaBpexy, KJIssHych Benukoit Matepbio u Apuaiiinim CBeToM.

[Tocne kaATBBL, JleMuaH MOT JIMILb COTJIACUTBCS, XOTs U He 10 KoHIa Josepsut Jlaype. CunbBa
e TaKk U BOBCE 70 CAMOT'0 KOHIIA He XOTesa YXOAUTb, OIHAKO MOCJIe HACTOMYMBOTO OOBSICHEHUS OT
My’ka BCE K€ BBIIIUIA BMECTE C HUM U3 KOMHATHI, JIMIIb MOAOapUBasi ChIHA, BeJisl eMy He OeCrioKo-
UTbCA.
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Jlaypa e B CBOIO ouepe/ib HeMe Il Hayajla COOMpaTh KaKue-TO HEeM3BECTHbIe AXEPOHY Bellly,
cpeny KOTOphIX ObLTa yaia, HEMOHSITHAs Cyxasl TpaBa, Kyda 0OeperoB MU MHOTO BCETO MpOYero,
CJIOBHO OHA T'OTOBUJIACH K KAKOMY-TO HESICHOMY pUTYaJIy.

Cryctst MUHYTY AXEpOH YK€ CMOI' HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMTBHCS, M OTTOJIKHYB CTpax Ha 3aJBOPKHU
CO3HaHMA TYT ke OCMOTpe Ha Jlaypy, Takylo KpacuBYIO M OJHOBPEMEHHO C 3THM YXKacalolllylo 1
yramouryio AeBymky. OH JOIKEH y3Harb...

— 9ro n-npasjaa? — Celiyac AXepoHy XBaTHJIO MYyKECTBa JIULIb Ha 3TH ABa CJIOBA, U TO IPO-
W3HECEHHBIE 1IETIOTOM, HACTOJIBKO THXO, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, EMCKOII U HE YCIIBIIINT UX.

Co0OpaB Bce 4TO HYXHO, Jlaypa K 5TOMy MOMEHTY yXe HECIeIIHO Hayajia OOXOOUTh BCIO KOM-
HaTy, TO U JJI0 3aKUrasi MOBCIOAY CBEUYM, OCBELIAIOIIME KaX/bIil YTOJIOK KOMHATBI CBOUM TYCKJIBIM
CBETOM.

— Yro umeHHo nuts? — CII0BHO 3aJaB BOIIPOC MPOCTO Tak, Jlaypa TyT e npoposkuia ropo-
pUTh, He AaBasi AXepPOHY BHOBb COOpPAThCS C MYKECTBOM, 1a0bl OH CMOT JaTh OTBET €€ CJIOBaM. —
[IpaBpa 1 TO, YTO 51 CHUMY C TeOs1 TPOKJISATHE ECIIM TaKOe eCTh - 1a. [IpaBna i1 To, YTO Thl MEIEHHO
yMHUpaellb, CIOBHO CTHUBAs 3aKMBO - Ja.

Ha mocnennem mpeioxkeHue enucKomna, JUMIo AXepoHa MOIJIO JIMIIb BHOBb MOOJEAHETh, a
caM OH Jae HayaJj cJierKa TPSCTUCh. MBICb O TOM, YTO €My OCTaJIOCh KUTh BCEIO HECKOJIBKO JIET
Ka3ajach WLTIO3UEH, TypHBIM CHOM, HaBesTHHBIM KolMapamu. OJJHaKo MOXOXe... 9TO ObliIa TOpbKasl,
CKpbIBaeMasi OT HETo Mpas/a.

— Moer... MOXeT 51 Tak U He MPOCHYJICcs? MOXeT... 1 10 CUX TOp BUXKY KolMap?

Mpicnin AxepoHa HavyasM OyKAaTh, MOATOHSIEMBIE CTPaxoM, OfHaKo Jlaypa BCKope 3aKoHUYMIIa
BCE CBOM MPUTOTOBJIEHUSI, JOCTaBasl MOCAeTHUI HYKHBII €l JIEeMEHT — CBSITOM TPaKTaT, Ka3ajioch,
TMOJTHOCTBIO CAEIAHHBIN U3 30J10Ta.

— Ha npotsikeHrn Bcero OYMIeH s Thl JOJIKEH JIeNIaTh BCe, UTO s TeOe TOBOPIO. DTO MOHATHO?

Ha crporwuii Bonpoc envickona AxepoH MOT JIMIIb UCITYTaHHO KMBHYTh, TOr1a Kak Jlaypa B cBOIO
ouepe/ib yke BeJlesa eMy HEMEIJIEHHO ITPUCECTh, BMECTE C 3TUM cajisIich Ha NPOTUB Hero. Ee qyimHHbIe
Oye/iHbIe TIAJIBLIBI CIIE/IOM YKe aKKypaTHO OTKPBLIM KHUTY Cpa3y ke Ha Hy)KHOMU eil CTpaHuIle.

[TocMoTpeB Ha cTpaHUIly KHUTH, AXEPOH CO CBOUM CKY/IHBIM [TO3HAHUEM B SI3bIKE LIEPKBU CMOT
TIOHSITh JIUIIIb HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, M TO TOTy4Yasach JIMIIb Kakas-To OeccMbicniia. bpocus B3ris Ha
MOOOIBITHOTO MaJIbYMKa, Jlaypa JUIIb yeMeXHyIach, He oOpaliast 0oiee BHUIMAHUS Ha €ro JeTCKOe
TOOOTIBITCTBO.

— MBI ceituac HauHeM. 3aroMHH, s1 Oy[ly MOJIMUThCS 32 TeOs1, a Thl JOJIKEH JIepKaTh 9Ty KyKIIy.
TBOM MBICITH JIOJKHBI OBITh TOJBKO O TBOMX KOIIMapax U IUIOXMX CHaX, HU O yeM Oosbine. — He
JOXUAasCh KMBKa AxepoHa, Jlaypa TyT ke Bpyuusia eMy B JIEBYIO PYKYy KYKJIy, CAEIaHHYIO CJIOBHO
OIHOPYKHUM CYMACIIIEIIIIUM U3 HEMOHATHO Ybel KOXH, TMXOPAIOYHO CKPEIUIECHHON OeCUMCIeHHBIMU
BepeBKamu. — O0s13aTeNIbHO JyMai 0 KoIIMapax, 4to Te0si MyJaid, TAKUM 00pa3oM s CMOTY 3arHaTh
MIPOKJISITUE, €CJIU TAKOBOE €CTh B 3TY KYKJIy, a I10CJIE U YHUUTOXKHUTH €T0.

Bosnbie Huuero He ropops, Jlaypa TyT e Hauasia MOJIMTbCS, B TO BpeMs Kak AXEpOH TO U JIeJI0
HayaJ BCIIOMUHATH KOIIMaphl, YTO €My CHIJIUCh. XOTsI eMy ObUIO U OOJNIBHO 3TO [IefaTh, OH TeM He
MeHee CTapajicsl U30 BCEX CUJI, BCIOMUHAS BO BCEX JETAIISX.

Temn Jlaypsl ¢ KaxJ0i CEKYHIOM Hayal YCKOPATBCS, a TOJIOC CTAHOBUJICS TPOMYE, TOTAA Kak
AXepoHy Ka3aJloCh, UTO €ro pyKy HAYMHAET YKACHO Ke€Ub, CJIOBHO OH JEPKUT TOpSIIMNA KaMeHb.
Koimaps! To 1 [1e510 Hayaim camu JIe3Th B TOJIOBY, @ MUP TYCKHETb U TepsTh Kpacku. CBeun Havaiu
racHyTh OJJHA 32 OIHOM, IOTpykasi BCKOpPE BCI0 KOMHATY, Ka3aJ0Ch, B A0COIOTHBIN MpakK.

Jlaypa yurana Bce rpoMue, a CITyCTsI MMHYTY €€ TOJIOC YK€ CJIOBHO I'POMBIXaJI IO BCEl KOMHATE,
HaroJHeHHBIN Oosbio. Kykiia ke B pyke AXepoHa Hayasia y’KacHO Xkeub €ro PyKy, OJHAKO JIAKe eCIIH
ObI 3aX0TeJN, OH HE MOT OPOCUTD €€, Bellb OHA CJIOBHO MPUJIMILIA K €r0 pyKe.

— Y-uro npoucxoaut?! — BMmecTe ¢ 3TOI MbICIIbIO TAHKUKA TYT e Hayasla OBJIaJeBaTh CEPALIEM
AXxepoHa, OIHAKO OH JIMIIb MTPOJOJIKAI TePIeTh, CTUCKUBAS 3yObl OT OOJTH.
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TonbKO CIycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, KOTJIa OH yXe 4yTh JIU HE KPrUal OT HEBBIHOCUMOW 00NN B
CBOEH pyKe, rosioc Jlaypbl BAPYT pe3Ko 000pBaJICS ¥ B OJIH MHT BCE CBEUM BHOBb 3aKIJIHCh, N3TOHSIS
13 KOMHATHI BCIO TEMHOTY U MpaK.

AXepoH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT' TOJIbKO MTHOBEHHO OTOPOCHUTBH OT ceOsl KyKJTy B yroJl KOMHATHI,
CJIEZIOM yKe C KPUKOM M y’KacoM CMOTPS Ha CBOIO MOYEPHEBIIYIO J1aJoHb. OHa Ka3aiach OOyIJeH-
HOW, ¥ BCS B TPEIIIMHAX, HATIOJTHEHHBIX 3aIEKIIEeHCs KPOBBIO, B KOTOPBIX MPOIJISIIBIBATIICH OUePTAHUS
KaKOro-TO HesICHOTO 3Haka. bosk ObuIa yKacHOM, axe CHIIbHee TPEekKHEro, CJIOBHO PyKa JI0 CHX TOp
Jeprkaia KyKJIy, 4To TbUIajia, Kak pacKaJieHHbIE YIJIH.

JleMuaH CTOSIBIIIMT JTO STOTO CHAPY:KU HE CIIBIIIAT He €TUHOTO 3BYKa BO BpeMsI PUTYaJia, OTHAKO,
KaK TOJILKO TOT 3aKOHYMJICS, TO YKACAIOIIUN KPUK AXepOoHa OTUYETIMBO MOCIBIIIANICS Yepe3 ABepb.
He nymasi, oH TyT ke MCIONb30BaJl BCIO CBOIO CHJTY, CMeTasl IBepb C TeTesb U 3aberast B KOMHary,
Torja Kak naHukyoias CujibBa rocjeaoBaja 3a HUM.

— Axepon! Yrto nponsonuio?! — JlemuaH TyT *ke OIIEHIT 0OCTAHOBKY, OJTHAKO, KOTIa OH Opo-
CUJT B3IJIsI/T Ha OOYIJIGHHYIO JIAIOHb AXepoHa, TO CIIOBHO 00€3yMel OT sIPOCTH, MTHOBEHHO JIOCTaBast
Med. — Kak Thl mocMesna HaBpequTh Moemy chiny, Jlaypa?! HeyxkTo kisaTBa 1yis Tedst mycToi 3ByK ?!

Ceituac rosnoc Jlemuana ObLT HAMMOJTHEH MOUCTUHE HEBUJAHHOW SIPOCTHIO U KPOBOXKAJHOCTHIO,
Torja Kak CuiibBa yke HeMeAJIeHHO nondexana K ChiHy, a CMpaJl TOpesioro Msica yaapui B ee HOC.
W3 TpemuH Ha ero 0OyIJIeHHOM JIAJIOHU TO M JIeJI0 TIPOJOJIKAIa COUYMTHCS KPOBb, Karnas Ha TOJI.

JlemuaH xe, nqaxe He TOKHUIASACH 00bsiCHeHUsI Jlaypbl, KOTOpasi CIOBHO HAXOWJIACh B TIPOCTpa-
IIUH, HEUCTOBO OPOCHIICS HA MOCTISHION, JKeJlasi CXBaTUTh ee U ITPOoBeCcTH Aorpoc. OH MOHUMAJT, Y4TO
MOCTyIaeT Hepa3yMHO, OJJHAKO JIABHO CKOITUBINIASICS SPOCTh BMECTE C BUJIOM ChIHA, KPUYABIIETO OT
©0JIH, 3aTYMaHWJIH €ro TIOJTHBINA MPOWAEHHBIX BOWH pa3yM.

CKopocTh OTIIa ceiuac Ka3aiach AXepOHY IMOUCTUHE MIOPA3UTEIbHOM, JIUIIb KpaTKas CeKyH/Ia
Y OH y’Ke OKa3aJics CTosmM Haj Jlaypoid, 9To 10 cux rop He npuiinia B cedst. PykosaTs ero meua Obina
HalleJleHa Ha ee BUCOK, TOTJIa Kak CKOPOCTh e€ro IBUKYIIEHCS pyKH OYATO BBI3bIBAJIA CBUCT BETpA.

Ho kak 6bl Tam HU ObLT0, Jlaypa TYT ke MOYYBCTBOBAJIa UCKPY OMACHOCTH, a €€ KEeJThIE Ila3a
MIHOBEHHO pacnaxHyauch. OHa TYT jKe Hayala OTKJIOHSTH TOJIOBY, OIHAKO MOXKET U3-3a TOT0, UTO OHA
JI0 CHX TIOp HE OTOIILIa OT pUTYyasia, a MOXKeT U3-3a Toro, uto JleMuaH Haraj CJIMIITKOM HeOXUIaHHO,
OHa He ycreJsia OJTHOCTBIO YBEPHYThCsI. PyKosSITh Meua yxke B clie/lylolliee MTHOBEHHUE TYT ke paccekia
el OpoBb, a ropsvasi KpOBb MEJIKOH JIOPOKKON yCTpeMHJIach Yepes ee I71a3, cTeKkast 1Mo nogdopoaKy
Ha T10J1.

— JlemmaH, epetuk! Thl 3aruiaTuiim 3a cBoe 6e3paccyacTBO! — YBHIIEB CBOIO KPOBb, UTO CTe-
Kasa Ha noi Jlaypa Kazayiack BMUAT 00e3yMeia OT sIPOCTH, CJIEJIOM ykKe CKassl 3yObl.

HuxkTo 1 HMKOTI/Ia He CMeJT HaraIaTh Ha eMUcKoIa, TeM Oojiee B caMoM ceplie IiepkBu. [1oHSB,
YTO JEWCTBUTESIHHO TIOCTYIII HepasyMHO JleMHuaH TyT ke YCIIOKOWJICS, MTHOBEHHO MPHBOJISI CBOU
MBICTH B TIOPsIOK. Ero sipoct, clOBHO U He ObUIO, ClIEIOM 3aMeHsisl co0oI0 Mokoil. Tem He MeHee
Jase Tpex/ie, YeM OH ycriesl yOpaTh Med B HOJKHBI, HaJl €0 YXOM YiKe 3aCBHCTeJT BeTep, HO OH HUKaK
HE MOT YKJIOHWTBLCSI, TOTJa KaK yXkKe CITyCTs MUT MHOKECTBO Meuell ObLIO MPUCTABJICHO K ero Telry
CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Bapon JlemMuaH, Kak Bbl TOJIBKO IIOCMEJIM PAHUTh €MMCKONA LIEPKBU?! DTO BOZMYTUTE IbHAS
HaryiocTh! BbI 1 Baiia cembs OepeTech Moj] CTpaky JI0 TeX Mop, MOKa He Oy/IyT BBISICHEHBI BCe 00CTO-
SITENILCTBA MTPOM30LLIEIIEero!

B sTOoT MOMeEHT Jlaypa moria TOJIbKO THEBHO CMEPUTH [leMuaHa CBOMM IMbLIAIONIUM B3IJIS-
JIOM, OJTHAKO CITYCTSI KPAaTKMIA MUT OHA CMOIJIA YCIIOKOMTRLCS M TSKEJIO B3JJOXHYB JIMIIh B3IJISIHYIA HA
TMOCJIE/THETO C HEBUIAHHON HENPUSI3HBIO.

— Tsl kaK OOBIYHO CHAYAJIA MOAYMAJ YeM yrOIHO, HO TOJIbKO He CBOEH rofioBoi. $1 momora
TBOEMY CBIHY, [IOTOMY MO¥ JIOJT BbiTUIaueH. Ha 3ToT pas s ciyiy nogodHoe Tede ¢ pyK... B IOCTIeHUN
pa3! Youpaiitech, 1 4TOOH s OOJNBbIIIE HE BUJIENA BAaC 371eCh, B TPOTUBHOM ciydae [lemuaH... — C
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SIPOCTBIO B3MJISIHYB Ha JleMuaHa, uTo CTOs1 CO CTpaHHOM 3ayMYMBOCTBIO, JIaypa CIOBHO BBITUIIOHY 1A
CBOM ClIe[yIoIIye cioBa. — Thl y3Haellb Ha COOCTBEHHOH IIKYpe, YTO TaKoe THEB IIepKBH !

[Tocne cnoB Jlaypbl MHOXKECTBO phillapeid, Kak U [JleMuaH TyT e CJIOKWIA OpYXKUe, MOCIIe Yero
TIOJ1 TSUKEJTbIe B3IJIsIIbl OHM BBIBEJIM TPOMILY HAPYKY LIEpKBH, Oosiee Hu4ero He ropops. Eciu enmckon
pelmia He KapaTh UX 3a MoA00OHOE, TO PHIIAPSIM He 3a4eM ObLIO JIe3Th B 9TH PACIIPH.

Jlaypa B cBOIO Ouepe/h JIMIIb YCTAJIO BHIIIUIA U3 KOMHATBI, YTOOBI OTJOXHYTh M IPOMBITH PaHy.
VY Hee 10 cUX MOp KPYKUJIACh TOJIOBA MOC/IE PUTYyasia, a caMa OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOst CTPaHHO, CJIOBHO
SMOIIMY BHIIJIECKUBAIMCH Yepe3 Kpail. OHa e/iBa Jin cAepXkanach, 4yTh JIM HE OTAaBasi MpUKa3 00e3-
r1aBuTh [leMuaHa, 4To MOBJIEKJIO Obl 32 COOOI OeCUMCICHHBIE POOJIEMBI.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CBEUM B KOMHATE AOropaiv OJlHa 3a OJHOM, ¥ BCKOPE BCS KOMHATA YK€ MOrpy-
3WJIach B KPOMEUIHYI0 TeMHOTY. CJIOBHO 0OkMJasi IPUX0/ia Mpaka, B KOMHATE TYT ke pa3JaJicsl U3BU-
BAIOIIMICA 3BYK, a KYKJIa, YTO JIO CHX IOp JieXkaJa Ha ToJTy, Ka3ajaoch, Oblla FOTOBA JIOMHYTH B JIIOOOM
MoOMeHT. VI3 ee CIIMTBIX YacTell ¢ KaXIOW CEeKYHIIOM CIOBHO YTO-TO BBHIITHPAJIO, KeJlasi BEIOpAThCs
Hapyky. Tem He MeHee, He TIPOILLIO U MUTa, KaK IIIBU Ha KyKJIE YK€ pa30pBaJIUCh, BBITYCKasi HAPYKY
OECUNCIIEHHbIX HACEKOMBIX, UTO JEWCTBOBAJM CJIOBHO MAJICHPKHE HOKKH, BMHUT YHOCS KYKJIy IO
HAITPaBJICHUIO K KarlIsiM pa3OpbI3raHHOM 1O MOy KPOBH.

Korza kykiia KOCHY/1aCh KpOBH 110 BCell KOMHATE pa3alics yKacalolyid CTPEKOT OeCUNCIIEHHBIX
HACEKOMBIX, CJIOBHO KYMAIOLIUXCSI B HECPABHEHHOM OnaskeHCTBe. He mpoIuio 1 HeCKOIbKUX CEKyHI,
KaK BCE KaIuld KPOBU YK€ MCUE3JIM, a caMa KyKJia BMUT yIOJI371a B HEM3BECTHOM HAIIPABJIEHUU TIOJ
MEP3KHUI 3BYK THICSY U3BUBAIOIMXCS HACEKOMBIX.
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I'naBa 12. IIpokasToiil 3HAK.

Korga [lemuan, CunbBa 1 AXepoH OKa3aJliCh CHApy’kU OHM TYT e CIEIIHO HAalpPaBWIMCh K
OXKUIAIOIIMM X pbILAPsAM U KapeTe, 100Upasich Tyla yxke uyepe3 napy MUHYT. MHOXeCTBO B3IJISIIOB
BUJIEJIO, KaK PhIAPU LEPKBU BbIFHAIM MX, OTYETO I'yJ IOJIOCOB HE CMOJIKAJ HU HAa MUT, U JIaXe B
I[7IaBHOM XOJUI€ LIEPKBHU TO U JIEJIO 3ByYall TUXUI HIENOT OOCY:KICHHUS.

AXepoH ceifuac Tak ¥ BOBCE €/1Ba CIEPKUBaJI KPUKH, U TO JIMIIb IOTOMY, YTO OOJIb IOHEMHOT'Y
yTHXaJla, OCTaBJsAs Ha BUAY JIMIIb MOYEPHEBIIYIO, KAK Yrojb JIaJoHb, KOTOpylo CHUjbBa K 3TOMY
MOMEHTY YK€ MPUKPbLIA, YTOOBI HUKTO HE CMOT €€ YBU/IeThb. Karm KpoBu yxke rnepectaiu COUYUThCS
Hapy’Ky 4epe3 TPELHHBI B JIAJOHU, OJHAKO I10 HUM JJO CHX TIOP JIETKO MTPOC/IEKUBAJICSA KOHTYP CTPaH-
HOTO 3HaKa.

— AXepoH, ObIcTpee MOAOWAN, 51 MPOMOIO paHy U NepeBuxky ee OMHTOM. — IIporoBopus ¢
naHukol, CribBa CleJIoM yke HeMe[Uls JocTajla U3 KapeTbl MHOXKECTBO JIEKapCTB U OMHTOB, B TO
BpeMs KaK JIBO€ PhILapeil B 3TOT MOMEHT yXKe CTOSIIM Ha OXPaHe, He CMesl HUKOT'O MOAITYCKaTh OJnxKe,
YeM Ha JI0KUHY METPOB.

XOTg UM U OBUIO Y)KACHO MHTEPECHO MOHATh, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, OHU TEM HE MEHee He CMeJIH
OCJIyIIaThCs IIPUKa3a CBOET0 CEHbOPA MPOJOJIKAs CTOSATh M HUKOTO HE MOJITYCKAaTh.

AXepoH ke B TOT MOMEHT MOT TOJIBKO IIJIAKaTh OT OO0JIM, CKUMast APYTOi pyKOM 3aIsicThe CBOEH
PaHEHOM, Ka3aJoch, JHIIb 3TO HEMHOIO MOMOTajl0 YMEHBUIMTh YKACHYI0 OOJb, YTO €XKECEKyHIHO
Tep3aJia ero. A Korja CrieliHble cI0Ba MaTepy JOHECIIHCh JI0 €T0 yIIeH, OH TYT K€ HallpaBUJICS K Heil.

Bz OyThUIKY Bozibl, CHJIbBA TYT K€ Havajla JIMTh €€ Ha JIEBYIO PyKy AXepoHa, Torja Kak yyB-
CTBO ITPOXJIATHOM BOJIbI Ha CJIOBHO Obl paCKaJIEHHOM JIaJIOHU XOTs Obl CJIerkKa, HO MPUTYIHIIN ykKaca-
I0IIYI0 OOJTb.

Tem He MeHee CwiibBa U [leMuaH, 4TO BHMMATEJIbHO CMOTPENM Ccefuac Ha JIaJIOHb ChIHA He
MOTIJIM HU NTOOJIEJHETD, Belb HA HEW KPOBaBbIMU IIPOKUIIKAMU IPOCIIEKUBAJICS CTPAHHBIN 3HAK, JIUIb
BUJI KOTOPOTO OYATO BBI3bIBAI HEOOBSICHIMOE YyBCTBO CTpaxa.

— JI-lemMuaH... 4T0... 9TO C ero pykoii?! — CuiibBa BHIIIIsIAENA TaK, CJIOBHO B JIIOOOW MOMEHT
[IAHUKA OXBATUT €€, TOT/a KaK ee pykKa, Aepxkaniuas OyThUIKY C BOJOH, HE MOIJIa IIEPECTaTh IPOKATh.

— He 3Haro... 1 He 3Hatw... — Ceituac [lemuaH u cam okazajcsl B KaKOM-TO UCCTyIuieHuu. OH
IIPOCTO HE MOT' MOHATh, YTO Mpoucxoaut. C TOro MOMEHTa, KaKk OH YCJbIIIaJl KPUK AXepoHa BCe
TOIIUIO HATIEPEKOCSK, U JIMIIb ceifuyac OH Hadall IOCTENIEHHO MPUXOIUTh B cedst. — DTO MOXOXKe Ha
KaKOH-TO MPOKJISATHIA 3HAK... AXepOH, PACCKaKHM BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSIX UTO MPOM3O0IILIO, KOT/Ia MBI
BBIIILTH.

AXepoH ke ceiyac MOT TOJIbKO ITPOMIHOPUPOBATH CJIOBA OTLA, TPOJOJIKAS CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO
APOXKAILYIo PyKy. Bosb ¢ Kak/1pIM MIHOBEHHEM YTHXajla BCE CUJIbHEE, & KPOBaBble IPOKUIIKY UCUe-
3aJIM ¢ HEBUJIAHHOM CKOPOCTBIO. TOMBKO CITYCTSI MMHYTY, OH HaKOHEL! TIOH:JI, 4TO OO0JIb 11UIa UCKJTIO-
YUTEJIBHO OT 3HaKa.

Bunis u3meHeHus Ha pyke CblHA, [leMuaH He cTajl HACTauBaTh Ha €ro OTBETE, JIUIIb POIOJIKas
HaOJTI0/1aTh BMECTE C KEHOM, 4TO e/1Ba CAEepKUBaa CJe3bl, OT IOKa MPUKpPbIBas JagoHbl0 poT. Cry-
CTS1 HECKOJIBKO JJOJITMX MTHOBEHUI CTPAaHHBIN 3HAK, Ka3aJ0Ch, OJHOCTBIO MCYE3, U JIUIb PUCMOT-
PEBIIUCH U TIOMHsI, KaK OH BBITJISACN MOKHO OBLIIO YBUZETH €ro OJekJioe 3x0. M XOTs 3HaK U ucues,
JIaIOHb TaK M OCTaBajiach OOYIJIEHO-YEPHOH, OAHAKO HU Karui 00NN AXEpOH yXe He MCIIBITHIBA U
HHUKAKMX paH He ObUI0 BUAHO. JIniis oOyriieHHas1, yepHasi JIaJOHb SIBJISIACH JOKA3aTeIbCTBOM BCETO
MIPOU3O0ILIEIIETO.

— CubBa... MOJTHOCTBIO MEPEBSAKU €r0 PyKY. Mbl HEMEAJIEHHO BO3BpaIllaeMcsl B IOMECTbe. —
JleMuaH Mor JMIIb MpayHO IPOrOBOPUTb, HaNpasisasach K beprpamy u Caiino, cieoM yxe ropops
UM, YTO HYKHO cefiuac e BO3BpallaThCs.
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CubBa B 3TOT MOMEHT MOIJIa JIMILb KUBHYTh Ha CJIOBA MYka, CIIEITHO CMa3blBas JIaJOHb Axe-
POHa HETMIOHSITHBIM JIJI51 HETO I'eJIeM U TUIOTHO OOBSI3bIBAsI YKy OMHTaMU, YTOOBI HA €AMHOTO YEPHOTO
MATHBIIIKA He OBUTIO BUTHO.

CrycTst HeCKOJIBKO MUHYT, criemmaniye beprpam u Caiiio y:xe moAroToBWIM JIOMIAIed U KapeTy
K OTIIpaBKe, M03TOMY 3a0paBIvch BHYTph CriibBa, AXepoH U [leMuaH HeMe/IJIeHHO HAPaBUJIHCh B
CTOPOHY IOMECTbsI, OCTaBJIsIs 0331 ceOst Kak Vrpup, Tak v 1IepKoBb Spuaiiiiero cera.

— AXepoH Terepb pacCKaki BCE YTO MPOU3OIILIO. — YCEBIIUCh U YOEAUBIIUCH, YTO MOBO3KA
HaKOHeI| TPOHYJach [leMuaH He3aMeTUTeIbHO MOTPeOOBaJI OT ChIHA OTBETA.

— 41.... s He coBceM yBepeH. Hauasicst kakoi-To HEMOHSTHBIN pUTyal, a ciaenoM Jlaypa Hayaia
YUTaTh MOJIMTBY M CKa3ajla MHE JIepKaTh KaKylO-TO KYKJIy, YTOOBl M3THATH MPOKJISITUE TYA, €CIIH
TaKOBOE€ €CTh. — AXEPOH MPOJOJIKaJ CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY, HbIHE MOJTHOCTBIO TIOKPBITYIO
OWMHTaMHM BIUIOTH JI0 KUCTH, JJake ceiiyac OH He MOT 10 KOHIIa IOHSATh, UTO %ke nmpousonuio. — Kyka...
OHA HayaJsia jke4b MOI0 PYKY CJIOBHO ObUla pacKajieHHOW. fI He Mor OpoCHTh €e... MPOCTO He MOT.
IToTrom cBeur nMOTYyXJiM, ¥ Mbl OKa3aJIMCh B ITOJTHOM TEMHOTE, HO CITYCTs1 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBeHM# Jlaypa
3aKOHYMJIA MOJIUTBY M TOT/Ia CBEYH 3KIJICh BHOBb, & 51 TYT %€ BHIOPOCHIT KYKJTY, M MOSIL... MOSI pyKa
cTaja Takoil.

Bckope AXepoH 3aKOHYMII pacCcKas, a CJIE3bl BHICTYIIWIIM y HEro U3 ra3. Ecim paHble oH He
ObLT yBEpEH, TO TeNepb U caM IMOHUMAJI, YTO Ha HEM JEHUCTBUTENILHO KaKoe-TO MPOKJIsiTHe. bonesHb,
KOILIMAaplL... Ternepb 310. OH CJIOBHO AENUCTBUTEIBHO Hayasl YyBCTBOBATh, KAK ME/IJIEHHO YMHUPAET.

— 51 HUYero He CIbIIIAN TTOKa ObUT PUTYAJL... MOXKET 3TO Kakasi-To Marus Jlaypoi? — Jlemuan He
CJIVILIIKOM YAMBUJICSI STOMY, OH 3HaJI, YTO HEKOTOPBIE EMMCKOIbI CIOCOOHBI Ha TIONOOHOE, TOTOMY He
MpUaI STOMy 0co0oe 3HaueHre. — Ecim oHa 3akoHYMIa pUTYaJl, a Cyls MO pacckazy AXepoHa Tak
Y €CTh, TO MPOKJISITHE JIOJKHO OBITh B KYKJIe, HO TIOYEMY TOT/Ia 3Ta METKa MOsBIIIACH U JECTBOBAJIA
nocie putyasa? MoxkeT NpoKJISITHAE TaK U HE MOMNaJo B KyKJIy?

Ceituac JleMuaH MOT TOJIBKO TUXO CHJETh M ITPOJOJIKATh MPAUYHO Pa3MbILUIATh. Bo BceM aTom
JeJie ero CMYIIAJ0 MHOKECTBO BELIEH, M CIIMIIKOM MHOTO€ Ka3aJloCh CTPAHHBIM C CAMOIO Havasa.

— Hapo Oyznet y3Hath, 4TO C KyKJIOW. $1 yBepeH, UTo MOcje puTyala MX CKUTaloT B CBATOM
OrHE LIEPKBH, [TI03TOMY CKOPEE BCErO ITOT BOIPOC 3aKPHIT... HO MIOUYEMY S UCIIBITAJ TaKyl0 SIPOCTb U
YTO 3TO YE€PT BO3bMM 3a 3HAK HA PyKE MOETO ChiHA?

JleMuaH He MOT HMYEro MpHUIyMaTh, Beb OH MPHUBBIK PyOUTh CBOMX BPAaroB MEUOM, OJHAKO
MIPOKJISITUE Pa3pyOouTh OH ObUT YK€ HE B CHJIaX, OTYEro MOT JIMIIb HEroaylkolle KayaTh rojIOBOM OT
BCEX CBAIMBIIMXCS €My Ha TOJIOBY MPOOIEM.

— Xorts Jlaypa 1 mporHasia Hac rocJjie Toro, Kak s Ha Hee HaraJjl, OJHaKo 51 BCE paBHO MOTPeOyIo
OT Hee OTBeT B nuchMe. [IocMOTpHM, UTO OHa CKaxeT. S Tak:ke IpuIvially HEKOTOPBIX 3Haxapey u
3HATOKOB MPOKJISTUI, MOKET OHU CMOT'YT MOHSTh, YTO € MPOU3O0IILIO.

CubBa MIIb KMBAJIA Ha CJI0BA MYKa Halsd B HUX KaKOe HUKaKoe yMUPOTBOPEHHUE, POAOII-
’kasi B CBOIO ouepe/ib YCIOKanBaTh M AXepoHa, oOellasi eMy BO BCEM pa30o0paThCs U YTO TOMY He
CTOMT TIepexkunBaTh. Bee ke Jydriie nmpuaepKuBaThCsl XOTh KAKOTO-TO TUIAHA U IepKaTh ce0sl B pyKax,
yeM OeCCHIIbHO IJTaKaTh B OKUIAHUM Yy/a.

— AxepoH. — BHHMMaTesIbHO MOCMOTPEB Ha ChIHA U JIMIIb YOSAUBIINCH, YTO TOT €r0 BHUMA-
TEJIbHO CITymiaeT, JleMuaH mpesiesibHO Cepbe3HO MPOIOKUI. — HUKOMY, HM PH KaKuX 0OCTOSITEIb-
CTBax Thl HE JOJIKEH MOKa3bIBaTh CBOIO PYKY, 1a)Ke€ CBOMM cecTpaM. Thl MOHsT MeHs?

AXEpOoH TYT K€ UCITyTaHHO 3aep3aJl, OYEBUIHO, OH IOHMUMAJI, [TI0YeMy OTell Tak roBoput. Eciu
LIEPKOBb WJIM KTO-JIMOO eIlle CMOTYT BHISIBUTh B HEM HOCUTEJISI IPOKJISITUSI, TO MOXET €r0 ¥ He COKTYT
32KMBO, KaK HEKOTOPBIX, OMHAKO y Hero OyayT oueHb Oombime mpodiaeMsl. Ero Moryt 3anpsitath
Ky/Zla YTOIHO BO M30€kKaHKe PacrpOCTPaHEHUSI.

— A y-uto MHe roBopuTh Torna? — Tuxo nporentaB, AXepoH MOI' TOJIBKO IIOCMOTPETh Ha
OTLA, TOrAA KaK €ro s3blK BCE ellle MPOJOJIkKal 3aIlJIETaThCsl OT UCIBITHIBAEMOTO 11I0Ka U yXKaca.
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Crpax, KOTOpBI OH UCHBITAT W WCIBITHIBACT 10 CHX NOP HE MO3BOJISUT €My OKOHYATEIBHO
coOpaTbCsl C MBICIISIMH, & B TOJIOBE TO U JIEJIO BCILIBIBAJ 3HAK, TOPSIIAIA Ha ero 0OYTJIeHHOU JI/IOHH.

— IIpocto roBopH BceM, UTO Thl OOXKET PYKY U TeTieph BBIHYK/IEH CKPBIBATh YPOICTBO, HO HHA B
KOEM cJlyuyae He Moka3biBaid. Thl IBOPSAHUH, TOTOMY TeOs He IIOCMEIOT 3aCTaBHUTh, OOSICh OITUOUTHCS,
Be/lb B TAKOM CJTyyae He CHOCUTb UM TOJIOBBI. Jlake ecii mprXMYT, TO MPOIOJKAN BCe OTPHUIIATD /10
CaMoro KOHIIA.

JlemuaH crapajcs npuaaTh CBOEMY TOJIOCY U CEPbE3HOCTDb U JIETKOCTh, OMHAKO AXEPOH JIUIIb
MIPOJOJIKAI XaHPUTD, TO U JIEJIO ITYCTO KMBasi Ha ero ciioa. laxe CuibBa crapaiach ero nog0oipuTh,
OJIHAKO HUYEro He BhIXoausio. OH CIOBHO 3acesl B COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIISIX, YETO paHbllle HUKOTIA He
CITy4aJIoCh.

— AXepoH, TOCMOTpPY Ha MeHs1. — JleMHaH TyT ke M03BaJl CBOETo ChIHA, TOHUMAs], UTO JI0JIKEH
XOTb KaK-TO MOHATH EMY €ro M TaK yKe CIOMJICHHBIN AyX, aKKypaTHO KJIa[sl pyKy eMy Ha Iiedo. —
MBe1 Bo BeceM pazdepemcs, aio Tede coBo. M Tel He ympeltib, oHsi1? Thl Oyaemib KUTh 1 MPOKUBEIIb
TaK, Kak caMm Toro 3axodyernib. He oOpariaii BHUMaHue Ha TO, 4TO ckazania 3ta Jlaypa. f kisHyCh,
AxepoH, Bce OyZIeT XOpoIIIo.

JIumib rocrie mocyeAHUX CJIOB OTIa AXEPOH Cllerka ycrokounsics. HeMHOro moeB 1 BBIIIMB BOJIB,
OH TYT k€ OOJIOKOTHJICSI HA KOJICH MaTepH, a ero BeKM HAuaJIv 3aKPbIBATHCS MO TSIKECTHIO YCTaJIO-
cTu. JleMuaH pens He ITyMeTb, 1aBasi CBIHY OTAOXHYTh, Toraa Kak CribBa Havasla TUXO PaccKasbl-
BaTh CKa3Ky. JloOpylo, MPHUATHYIO U TaKyl0 MUPHYIO... CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW MOXET ObITh JIMIIb OIHO
TOJILKO JJOOPO.

— 3acpInail MOM MUJIBII MaJIbYMK, CIaAKo crii. He mpoOyauT 1eds 1mym, a JIMIIb CBET 3apu.
He yBuauIib Thl 1JI0XO0TO, JIMIIB Oy/IEIIb CYaCTheM OKpYyXkeH... — C KakIbIM CIOBOM I71a3a CHIIbBBI
HaYyaJM yBJIaXHATHCS, OHAKO BU/Sl yMUPOTBOPEHHBIE U 3aKPBITHIE I1a3a CBOETO ChIHA, KOTOPHIH TaK
CJIAJIKO CITUT, OHA JIMIIb TIPOAOJIKIIIA ellle THIIe MpekHero. — W nqpy3eit BOKpyr ceOsi Tbl coOepeltb.
W nHe yoourbes Tl 3710/1€€B, Beb 37107eeB HeT. OKpY:KeH Thl JIUIIb JPY3bsSMU... MUJIbIA AXEPOH.

CrycTsi HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI B TIOBO3KE YK€ ObLJIO CIIBIIIIHO JIMIITh THXOE€ ¥ MUPHOE COTICHUE,
pazbaBiisieMOe TOIBKO TUXUMH BCXJIUIIAMH OTOPYEHHON MaTepH.
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I'nasa 13. Tort, kTo npokasr. Yacrs 1.

IToka AxepoH crniaji, B €ro MbIC/ISX, TO U JeJI0 MeJIbKaJla ypo[uIuBasi KyKJia, Jexalas y Hero Ha
nagonn. OHa MPOJOJIKaja kKeub ero JIEBYI0 PYKY, a OH MOT JIMIIb TPOIODKaTh HaOMoAaTh Kak OHA
MIOCTENEHHO CTAHOBUTHLCS BCE YEPHEE U YepHee, B TO BPeMsI KaK yXkKacaloluii cMpa]] TOpesoro msca
3aM0JIHSJ €r0 HO3pH.

I'ne-to nmanexo oH cipliai ronoc Jlaypsl, 4To BocneBajga MOJIMTBY, OJHAKO C KaX/IbIM IPOW-
J€HHbIM MTHOBEHHEM €€ IoJIOC CTAHOBUJIACH JIMILIb THILE, TOTAA KaK A KEHHE B JIQJIOHU U 3aIlax rope-
JIOTO MsiCa BCE CUJIbHEE.

OH crapasicst oTOPOCUTh KYKJIy, HO OyaTO Obl HE MOT MOIIEBEIUTHCS, BBIHYKJEHHBIN JIMIIb
IIPOJOJIKATh TEPIeTh 3Ty aroHuio. CIycTs: HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI HEBUAMMBIE ITYThl CJIOBHO MUI'OM
CIIaJIA C HETO, OTYETO OH TYT e BHIOPOCHII KYKJTy, YCTaBUBIIMCH Ha OOYIJICHHYIO J1a/IOHb, HA KOTOPOH
SIPKO TOpeJl CTPAHHBIN ¥ HEMIOHATHBIN €My 3HaK.

AXepoH NOHMMaJI, YTO OH CIMT, YTO TU COOBITHS YK€ MPOU3OLLIN, OJHAKO OH BCE PABHO HE
MOI' HM IIPOCHYTbCS, HU JECTBOBATh TaK, KaK TOro xouer caM. OKpyXalol1il MUP CIOBHO TOHYJI
B TeMHOTe, U Jaxe Jlaypa, cuaeBlIasi HAIpOTHUB HEro, Ka3alach HaXOAUTCA YKACHO JTAJIEKO, JIMIIb
NIPOJOJIKAs OTAAIATHCA C KaXJbIM IPOLIESAIIMM MUTOM. Y3ke cefiuac OH He CJIbIIIajl ee MOJIUTBY, He
MOT pasmIsAEThb e JIUIO, 3a0bIBAT €€ UMS...

OH nopHsICA, CJIOBHO BEIOMBII YeM-TO, TYT K€ HauMHas HECIEIIHO HAIpaBJsATbCs BIEPE.
OH XOTeN BBIATH U3 KOMHAThI, XOTeJI MI03BaTh OTL[A U MaTh, HO BCE UTO OH MPOJOJIKAJ JIeslaTh, TaK
3TO MEJJIEHHO U/TH IO HAMPABJICHUIO K BAJISIOIIEHCS Ha MOy KYKJIe, YTO ceiiyac Ka3aaach eMy JIaxe
emie Oonee ypoaMBoi. Yepe3 MUT ero pyka yxke OIMyCTHJIach M TMOAHsJIA ee, a OHA caMa Ka3alach
ceifyac Kak HUKOI/IA TSKENIOW, CJIOBHO NEpPEroIHEHHAs BOJIOW, TO M €O MepesIMBaBLIECs, C OQHON
CTOPOHBI, Ha IPYTYIO.

Ho kak Obl TaM HM ObLJIO, AXEPOH ceiyac He MOT HUUETro CesaTh, JIMIIb MPOIOJKast JepKaTh
KYKJIy B CBOUX pyKax. OH ObLJ CJIOBHO 3pUTENEM, HO OJHOBPEMEHHO U caMUM co0oil. Ero pyka B
HEsICHOM TOpBIBE JIMIIIb CJIETKA CKajlach, OTYETO YPOIUIMBasl KyKJla MTHOBEHHO JIOIHYJIA, TOra Kak
U3 Hee OECUMCIICHHBIM POEM 10 €T0 pyKe yke M0Oekalo MHOXECTBO Pa3IMIHBIX HACEKOMBIX.

OT 1mI0Ka 1 MFHOBEHHO OTXBaTHMBLIETO €ro yxkaca AXepOoH MOT TOJIBKO TYT K€ 3aKpHU4aTh, HO
CITyCTS1 MTHOBEHHUE, OH CJIOBHO MUT'OM BBIHBIPHYJI U3 TEMHOTBI, OKPY>KaBLIEH €ro.

AXepoH pe3Ko pacraxHyJI [71a3a, HAIOJTHEHHBIE CTPAXOM, TYT e IMOJAHUMASICh C KOJIEH MaTepH,
KOTOpas cefiuac Tuxo crnajia. OH He 3aKpuyall M He 3aIulakall, JIMIIb YKacHO yCTall OT BCEro. Ycral
OT CBOEro HEMOIIHOIO TeJsa, OT CTpaxa M yxkaca, OT ropsl, IeYajau M HOILY, YTO BbIHYKIEHbI HECTU
ero pOAUTEIIH.

— Moxet MHe poCTO cAAThCA... — MBICIM AXepOHa OTIAISIMCH BCE JaJIbLIIe, @ CaM OH XOTeJl
BHOBb 3aCHYTb, OTHAKO CITyCTSI MUT B IIOBO3KE YK€ pa3JaJicsl THXUiA I'0JI0C ero oTIa.

— CHoBa kommap? — JlemuaH JIvIIb BHUMATEIbHO HAOMI0AAJ 32 CBIHOM, TOI/Ja KaK ero rojioc
ObLJT CIOKOEH M HallOJIHEH yBepeHHOCThI0. OH M Tak 3HAJ OTBET Ha CBOM BOIIPOC, JOCTATOYHO OBLIO
JIMIIBb B3IJISTHYTh Ha OJ1e/THOE JIMIIO ChIHA, TOKPHITOE UCHIAPUHOM.

AXepoH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOT JIMIIIb KUBHYTh Ha CJIOBA OTLA, OKOHYATEIbHO U30aBJIsisCh OT Jpe-
MOTBI, CJIEZIOM YK€ IOTHUMAsSICh M YCaKMBasICh 1oynooHee. Ero B3risiy HanpaBuiIcsi B OKHO MOBO3KH,
3a KOTOPOI CHOBA OblJIa OfIHA TOJILKO TEMHOTA U MpaK.

— MpI yxe ckopo npubyneM. OcTanoch OKOJIO Monyvaca MyTd. Thl HOMHHIIb, YTO JOJDKEH
roBopuTh? — BHISA KaKuM paccestHHBIM ObLT €ro ChiH, JleMuaH mpocTto He MOr HU HaroMHUTh. OH
CJIMIIIKOM TIEPEKUBAJI O TOM, YTO AXEpOH MOT COOJNTHYTh JIMIITHEr0, TEM CaAMbIM HaBJIeKast Oemy.

— $1 Bce MOMHIO 1arl, He BOJIHYHCS. — AXEpOH cepbe3HO KUBHYJI U TOJIBKO 1OcJIe 3Toro Jlemuan
CMOT CJIerKa pacciaadbuThCs.
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B KkoponeBcTBe He OIMH pa3 MPOMCXOAWIIN CIIydad, KOTJa KTO-TMOO0 OKa3bIBAJICS HOCUTENIEM
TOT'O UJIM UHOTO MPOKJIsATHS. HeKoTopble ObUIN JIETKMMU, TIO3TOMY M30aBUTHCS OT HUX HE COCTABJISIIO
TpyZAa, OJHAKO MOTYILECTBEHHbIE IPOKJIATHS MOIVIY BbI3BaTh AaXe LeJble SMUJEMUH, IOITOMY IIpU
OOHApYyKEHUH, TAKHX JIOJEH cpasy ke U30JIMPOBAJIH, a IOPOM U CXKUTAIM HA KOCTPax, Be/lb LIEPKOBb
OTHOCHJIACh K TAKOMY C IPEIEJIbHON CEPhE3HOCTHIO.

CHauana [lemuan gymai, 4ro Jaxke eciv Ha AXepoHe M eCcThb NPOKJISATHE, TO Jlaypa Jierko ero
CHUMET, HO BCE OKa3aJI0Ch HAMHOT'O XYK€, 4YeM OH MOT Jake ceOe npenactaBuTb. OOyriieHHas J1aJoHb
Y TIBUIAIOIIMH 3HAK... €CJIM O MOJA0OHOM Oy/IeT pacipoCTpaHEeHo, TO AaXe OH He CMOXET 3alllUTUTh
CBOETO ChIHA OT LIEPKBHU.

— Jlaypa... rmaBHOe, 4TOOBI OHA HE 3aMHTEPECOBAJIACH ITUM ciiydaeM. OHa eIMHCTBEHHAs, KTO
BUZEJ U KTO UMEET BJIACTh HA4YaTh pacciieloBaHue MPOTUB MEHSI U MOETo chiHa. Bo3MOXkHO, phlliapu
TOXE BUJIEJIU, HO 3TO MAJIOBEPOSITHO, Beb CuiibBa ycresa MPUKpPhITh AXEpOHa..

[Ipu Mbicnsax o TOM, Kak OH paccraiics ¢ Jlaypoil TOppKuil IPUBKYC MOPAXKEHUS TO U JEJI0
MPOCKAJIb3bIBAJ Ha ero rydoax. Jlo cux mop oH He MOT HOHSTh MPUYMHY CBOEH SIPOCTU U MOJOOHBIX
JEWCTBU.

— Buaumo g peiicTBuTeNIbHO NOcTapest... — B310XHYB OT ycranocTu [lemuaH Jiuiib IpUuKpbuUl
I71a3a, MPOAOJIKasl Pa3MbILUISTh O MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX AEHCTBUSAX, KOTOPBIE EMY €llie ITPEeICTOUT Mpe-
TIPUHSATB.

Crycrs nostyaca Kapera HakOHel| OCTAHOBUJIACh, a JleMuaH y:ke JIeroHbKo noiesenui CuibBy,
OT Yero Ta TYT e MPOCHY/ach. TeM He MeHee MoKa OHa MpUXoauia B ce0si, AXepOH B CBOIO O4Yepeb
yXke C KpAXTEHWEeM BBIOpAJICSl U3 KapeThl, JOKHUIASACh BO3JIE Hee M ITyOOKO BABIXasl MPOXJIAJHBIN
HOYHOU BO3[IYX.

— [Toxosxe 51 CIMIIIKOM U3MOTaJlach B AOPOTe... IPOCTH 1oporoi. — Tuxo nporosopus, CusbBa
MOTIJIa TOJIbKO OpPOCUThH HEJIOBKHIA B3IJISI/T HA MYyXa.

OHa JeiiCTBUTENILHO YyBCTBOBAJIA ce0sl yKacHO, naxke ceiuac. [Ipow3sormesiee ¢ CBIHOM He
JaBaJo ed MOKOs, OAHaKo JleMuaH 4yBCTBOBaJ ceOsi IBHO HEHaMHOTO JIydIlle, TI03TOMY el ObLIO
CJIETKA HEJIOBKO, YTO U3 HUX TPOUX JIUIIb OH OJVH TaK U HE OTIOXHYII.

— He oOparmaii BHnManusi, CunbBa. Thl ke 3Haelb, s MOTY He CraTh M AOJIbIIIe, BCE XOPOIIIO.
— JlemMuaH JMIb MAaXHYJ PyKOH, He oOparasi Ha T0O BHUMaHus1, oTdero CuiibBa JIMIIb € JTIOOSIIEH
YJIBIOKOM KUBHYJIA.

Bce ke kak pwlapp, ee MyX JEWCTBUTENHLHO ObLT HAMHOTO BBIHOCIMBEE OOBIYHBIX JIOCH,
MO3TOMY OHa OOJIbIlIe HE COOMPAJIach 3a0CTPSITh HA 3TOM BHMMaHue. He mymas, oHa TyT ke mocre-
J0BaJa HAPYKY 3a CHIHOM, TYT ke HaOpackiBasi Ha €ro TUIeYH TEerioe OAesiIo.

— AXepoH, XOTs ceiluac | JIETO, HO HOUbI0 Thl MOXeIlb 3a00eTh. [Todeperu ceds. — Tero
yneIOHYBIIMCh CHTbBa MATKMMU JIBUKEHUSIMU TIPUIVIAIAIIA OJEsUIO K IyiedaM AXepoHa, YTOObI OHO
HE CIaJlasio, U He yepKaBLIKCh MOLIEI0BaIa ChIHA B MaKYIIKY.

AXepoH MoCMOTpes Ha CBOI0 MaMy C OJ1arolapHOCTBIO, OIHAKO €€ B3IJIsA/L, YTO BCeraa ObUT YMCT
U SIPOK ceifuac CHOBa ObUT 3aTEMHEH MepekUBaHUSIMU 1 TIEYaJIblo, OTYEro OH MOT JIMIIIb UCTIBITHIBATH
CTBI/1 ¥ TIeYaJib, BE/Ib IMEHHO OH SIBJISIETCS] IPUUMHON BCEX ITUX MPOOIEM.

— HenaBuxy 370 cradoe Teso... HEHaBUKY 9TU KOIIMApBhL... HCHABUXKY 3TOT CTpax. — AXepoH
MOT' TOJIKO MSITKO YJBIOHYTHCSI MaTepH, OJJHAKO OTBEPHYBIINCH YJIbIOKA TYT ke Clie3/1a C ero JIMIa,
3aMeHsisl COO0I0 MpavyHOe BbIpaKeHHe, TOTa Kak BIEPBbe B )KU3HH OH TMOHSLI, YTO TAKOE UCKPEHHE
HEHABUAETH YTO-IH00.

TeMm He MeHee yXe CITyCTsi OH MOT JIMIIb TIepeBEeCT! B3I Ha MpuObIBIIMX Jmofed. Ceituac
ObLy1a TO3/IHSAS] HOYb, TIO3TOMY TOJIBKO HEKOTOPHBIE CITYTH, B TOM uHcie Busbrensm 1 Mupeiin BcTpe-
YaJ MPUOBIBIINX C JOPOTH XO35I€B IOMECTbS.

— Bubrensm, Mupeiin. — Kusnys [lemuan cpasy ke neperen k geay. — Kak neBouku?
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XOTs MX He ObLJIO BCEro JIMIIb 4yTh OOJIbIIE CYyTOK [leMuaH Bce paBHO HE MOT HU CIPOCHTH,
Be/Ib Ha MPOTSUKEHUH TIOCTEHUX THEeW BCe BEYHO MIET He Tak, Kak Hajo. OH yxe Oyaro Obl Be3ne
BUZEJ KaKyI0-TO MOJISIHKY.

— C Humu Bee B nopsiike. OHM yKe IaBHO CITSIT, IO9TOMY MBI U ABI'YCTO PEIIMIIY, YTO JTyYllie
HE CTOUT OyIuTh UX. — MHUpeiH HeMe/JIsl OTBETHJI, TOr/a Kak Mo Juily JleMuaHa oH yske MOHsUI, YTO
noe3aka B Virpuz sIBHO He MpUHeCa IO/

KusnysB, [leMuaH TyT e Bejesa BCEM CIIyraM pa3OWTUCh, OCTABJIAS JIMIIb oxuaoiyio Jlucy,
KOTOPOW BeJieJl PUTOTOBUTH €1y, a TIOC/Ie BHOBb IIPOJOJIKATh CIeUTh 32 AXepoHOM. [IByX phlua-
peit, Caitio u beprpama oH Takxe OTITYCTHJI OTJBIXaTh, TOHUMAs, YTO OHU TOKE JOBOJBHO CHUJIBHO
BBIMOTAJIHCh.

— CunbBa, AXepoH MAMTE OTAbIXaiiTe. 3aBTpa OyJeT HOBBIA JeHb M HOBBIE PE3Y/IbTATHI.
— IlepeBens ciemoM B3MISAA HAa JBYX CaMbIX ONMM3KMX pblnaped, [leMuan TyT ke MPOJOIKUIL. —
MupeiiH, Buibrensm HaMm HY’KHO MOrOBOpuTh. Uepes ueTBepTh uaca xkay y ceOs: kabuHeTe.

HoroBopuB, [leMuaH cieqoM yke He3ameUIMTeJIbHO HarpaBwics K cebe. Emy mpencrosiio
Halucatb He OJHO IHCbMO U BIIEPE/IU €Ille O)KMUAAJI0 HE MaJlo BaKHBIX pa3roBopoB. COH SIBHO MOJIO-
KJIET.

— Muwuieniu, Baiia MIIOCTb. I cefiuac ke pa3orpeio BaM ey, Tak YTO Bbl MOXKETE Y:Ke HallpaB-
JAThCs B 3ai1. S Bce mpuHecy Tyaa. — [TOKJIOHMBIIMCH U TOMY4MB KMBOK OT CumiibBbl, Jluca TyT xe
HarpaBuiIach Ha KyxHI0. Efa yxe Obl1a rotoBa, Hy’)KHO ObLIO MPOCTO C/AENaTh €¢ BHOBb rOpsuei
O/1aTh K CTOJY.

AXEepoH B 3TOT MOMEHT BMECTE C MaTepbl0 HAIpaBWJICS B TOCTUHBIN 3aJ1, TOIAA KaK OH caM I0
MYTH TOJBKO U JeJIajl, YTO ¢ OECIOKOMNCTBOM MPOAOIKA CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO 3a0MHTOBAHHYIO PYKY.
Eme B kapere, CuiibBa BHOBb 3a0MHTOBaJIa €€, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 YKe Hecriema, yToObl HU B KOeM
ciiyyae OMHT He CMOT Kak-JIMOO CJIe3Th C ero PyKH, OJJHAKO OH BCE PaBHO HE HAXOOWI ceOe MecTa
OT OECITOKOWCTBA.

JloOpaBiIuck 10 KOMHATHI M yceBIIMCh, CuiibBa 1 AXepOH MPHHSUTUCH KIaTh, TOTA KaK yKe
CITyCTsI OKOJIO TISITHAALATA MUHYT Jluca mprHecia MHOXKECTBO Pa3HBIX OMIOA, CIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO
BBITAIlIEHHBIX W3 Tieur. [loBapa rpearnosaraiym, YTo OHU MOTYT BEpHYThCSI IPUMEPHO B 9TO BpeMs,
MO3TOMY MHOXECTBO €JIbl yke ObUIO TIOATrOTOBJIEHHO, OCTABAJIOCH JIUIIIb €€ TIOArOpPeTh U MOJATh.

— Muwuuieau, Bailia MUAJIOCTb, IIPUATHOTO anreTuTa. 1 ckopo npuHecy vait. — JloroBopus, Jluca
XOTesa yxke ObLJIO Pa3BEPHYThCS U HAMIPABUTHCS HA KYXHIO, OMHAKO rosioc CHIIBBBI TYT ke 3aCTaBUI
ee 3aMepeTh.

— He nyxHo, Jluca, npucsags. Ham Hy’)kHO IOrOBOpUTH.

Ceituac CuibBa rOBOpHJIA C MPEJIENIbBHOM Cepbhe3HOCTHIO, 0TUero Jlvuca He Moriia He MoOJe/IHETh,
YCaKMBASACh 3a CTOJ. MBICIIM O TOM, YTO €€ XOTAT BBIKMUHYTh W3 IOMECTbsI TO M JI€JI0 MEJIbKAIU B
rosioBe. Tem He MeHee cClieylolIMe CJIOBA, BBINIEIIINE C YCT OapOHECCHl 3aCTaBUJIM €€ CJIerKa pac-
CITAOUTHCA.

— AXepoH oOXer pyKy MOKa Mbl ObUTH B TyTH. Thl TOJKHA CIEANTh, YTOOBl OH HUA B KOEM
cllyyae He CHUMaJl OMHTH Oe3 MeHsl, TeOe SICHO?

Vceapimas ciioBa CuibBhl, JIMca Ha MUT oIelnia, HE COBCEM MOHMMAas, YTO MMEHHO XO3sIMKa
ot Hee xo4eT. [IpockOa Mmokasanack eil caerka CTpaHHOM, OTHAKO OHA MOIJIA JIMIIb HEPEUIUTEIHHO
KHMBHYTb, IPOAOJIKAst HEYBEPEHHO TOBOPUTD:

— MuJieau, MHE HYXKHO MEHSITh €My OUHTHI....

— Her! — Enpa CuibBa ycnblinajia cjI0Ba CIY)KaHKHU, KaK HECHEpKaHHbIA BBHIKPUK TYT ke
BBIIIIEJ U3 ee pTa. TeM He MeHee yiKe CITyCTsI MUT OHa MOHS1J1a CBOIO OIIMOKY, CJIEIOM JIUIIIb IPOIOTIKAST
CIIOKOMHO TOBOPHUTH, CIOBHO HMYETO M He ObUI0. — Tebe MpocTo HYKHO CIAEUTh, YTOOB OMHTHI HE
CIaJIAJIM C €r0 PYKH, M OH CaM MX CIIy4YaiHO He CHsUI. DTo OyKBaJIbHO Bce. Tereph Thl MoHsiIa?

Hocnymas cnoBa GapoHecchl, JInca TyT ke TOPOIUTMBO 3aKHMBaja, CIOBHO KypHIIa, KITIOIOIIAsT
3€pHO, TO U J€JI0 UCITyTaHHO MO AbIBasl HA AxepoHa. Ee B3mis ] cMyTII ero, Mo3ToMy OH MOT JIMIIIb
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CMOTpPETh B CBOIO TapesiKy, HaOMBasi pOT €0l M He OCMEJMBasiCh IOCMOTPETh el B ra3a. OH yxke
MIPE/ICTABIISIT KaK eMy Oy/IeT HEeJIOBKO JIraTh KakJIOMy BCTPEYHOMY O CBOEH pyKe, HO BHIOOpa Y HEro
MIONPOCTY He OBLIO.

— Ha stom Bce, Jluca. Byas 1o6pa, mpurotoBb Ham Yaid, a Iocjie MOXKeIllb BMecTe ¢ AXepOHOM
BEPHYThCS OTabIXaTh. Cama TOXke MOelllb, €CIIU XOYellb.

[Mocne cnoB GapoHecchl Jluca cHOBa 3aKMBaa, CIEIIHO HAMPABJISASACh HA KYXHIO, YTOOBI TIPUTO-
TOBHUTH Yaii, OIHOBPEMEHHO C 9TMM HaOuBasi pOT e/10M. XOTs OHAa HUKOT/IA He TOJIOfIafia B TIOMECThE,
a ezibl OBUIO BIOBOJIb MPOOJIEMa 3aKJII0Yaiach B TOM, YTO MOPOHM OHA MPOCTO HE ycIieBajia MOeCTb.
OpHako 3TO He KacaJoch MOCAEJHUX CYTOK, B€/lb TEIIEph €€ €JUHCTBEHHAs 3a/aya CJIeIuThb 3a Axe-
POHOM, HO OHa BCE PaBHO HE MOIJIa HU MOECTh eIl Pa3, Beb 3TO yikKe ObLJIO CBOETO pojia MPUBBIYKOM.

Uepes HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi Yail ObUT rOTOB M JIMca akKypaTHO pasiiiiia ero Io yaiikam, mocie
Yero MOKJIOHMBIIIKCh, CHOBA YIILJIa Ha KyxHI0, octaisisi CuiibBy U AxepoHa ogHux. Eil emie Hy:XHO
ObLJIO MTPUHECTH eIy OAPOHY, TIO3TOMY OHA HE CMeJla MEJTUTh.

— AXepoH, 51 yBepeHa OTell yke cKazan Tede MOBTOPHO, HO HUKOMY... OHATHO? — [loHsB,
YTO OHM OcTayuch onHu CHlbBa He MOTJIa HEe TIOBTOPUTD, BElb €€, Kak M AXepoHa Mpojorkasa oec-
MOKOUTH MTpoOJIeMa CTPaHHOTO 3HAKA M YePHOM JIaIOHU.

VYenpimas cnoBa MaTepy AXepOH MOT JIAIIb YCTaJlo B3JOXHYTh, BEb OH YK€ MOHSLI C IEPBOTO
pasa, a eMy 40 CHX IOp FOBOPSAT PO 3TO, Tepeds pany. OnHako Bus OECIIOKOMHOE JIMI0 MaTepy OH
MO JINIIb [IOJABUTH pa3ApakeHue U CEphe3HO KUBHYTD.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, TTOCJIE TOTO KaK BBIIHJ Yail, AXepOH YyXe HeMeIs TIOJHSIICS, COOu-
pasichb UATH B CBOIO KOMHaTy, Torja Kak Jluca, yxxe BepHyBIIasicsl K 5TOMY MOMEHTY, HEMeAJIs IOf10-
nuia K Hemy. TeM He MeHee ee B3IUIsA[ 3€JI€HBIX IVIa3 cedyac TO U JIeNO MEepPEecKaKUBall C HEro Ha
OCTaBJICHHYIO [1OCY/1y.

— Moskenis octaButh nocyny. Jpyrue ciayru 3aBTpa Bce camu yoepyT. Mnu ¢ AxepoHoM u
HE OTXOIM OT HEero HW Ha mar. — be3pa3nnyHo MaxHyB pyKoil Ha nocyay, CujbBa Moria TOJIBKO
ornyctuth Jlucy. Bee ke rpssHas mocyna Ha cTosie ceidyac ee BOJHOBasla MeHble Bcero. Jla u B
mMoOOM clTydae CIyrH 1o yTPy U Tak Bce yOepyT.

— Ionsna... — INokJoHUBIIMCH, JIMca MOTIIa TOJIFKO KUBHYTH M TIOKeEJIaB JOOPO HOUX Gapo-
Hecce, HAPaBUThCS BCJIe 32 AXEpOHOM, KOTOPHIN yke HECIEeNIHO U KpaiiHe ycTalio el K cede B
KOMHATy.
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I'nasa 14. Tort, kTo npokasr. Yacrs 2.

Ceiiuac Jluca nuip MEIJICHHO 1JIa BCJIE 3a AXepOHOM, HE peasacCh rOBOPUTH yto-1100. OHa
[0 CUX TIOp NOMHMUJIA TOT yKaC, C KOTOPBIM OH CMOTPEJI Ha HEE, ITOCJIE TOI'O KaK C KPUKOM ITPOCHYJICA
OT HEIIOHATHOI'O KOIIIMapa, OT4YEro el ObLJIO JaX€ HEMHOI'O HE I10 ceOe.

— Muopn ¥ MuIe yexXajau B TOT K€ JIeHb... BUIMMO MPOM30IILIO JeHCTBUTENBHO YTO-TO
cepbe3Hoe. MoXeT... IEBOUKU MpaBbl 1 AxepoH npokiAaT? Tem Oosee ero pacckas o Koumape... —
Yem Gonpire JInca o6aymbIBaia MpOU3OLIE/AIIee, TEM CTpaIIHee el CTAHOBUIIOCh.

Korna AXepoH ¢ poaUTENsIMU B CICIIKe YeXald U3 MOMECTbs MHOXKECTBO CIIYT HE HAXOIWJIH
cebe MecTa, a B IOMeCTbe He CTUXaJl TUXMH HIernoT oocyxkaeHuit. Eci Obl He ABrycTo, 4TO CTPOro
HACTPOTO 3aIpeTuJ1 00CYKIaTh YTO-JIHOO CBSI3AHHOE C CEMbel AJleTeeB, TO 3TOT TUXMH LIETOT Ipe-
Bpatwicsi Obl B OypIo 0OCYX/ICHHI.

CHayasa, Korja Bce TOJIBKO IPOU30IILIO Bee MOLYMAaJIH, YTO AXEPOH MbITAJICS YTO-TO CHEJATh
c Jlucoii, oryero Ta nosesa ceds HEPA3yMHO U M30MJIA €r0, HO YBUJIEB €€ )KMBOW U 30POBOH CITy-
CTS1 HECKOJIBKO YacOB 3Ta MBIC/Ib MCYE3JIa Takke ObICTPO, KaK U mosiBUiIach. O4eBUIHO, U30MEHNE
c71aboro 310pOBbEM ChIHA OapOHA HE COLLIO Obl C PyK HHUKOMY, TIO9TOMY OCTaJIbHBIE CJIYTH MOTJIH
JMUIb JAocTaBaTh Jlucy, crnpaimBas, 4To ke MPOU30LUIo Ha caMoM Aene. OHa Mpojoikana MoI4yaTh
Y Pa3BOIUTh PyKaMH, TOSTOMY OCTAJIbHBIM HIUYETO He OCTaBaJIOCh KPOME KaK CaMOJIMYHO 00CYK/1aTh
MIPOM3OIIE/IIIEe U CTPOUTh TEOPUH, OfIHA U3 KOTOPBIX OblIa Opa3uTesIbHa Ou3Ka K McTuHe: Miaj-
mmii cbiH GapoHa [lemmana — mpoksAT. Kak TOJBKO 3TO MpeasiokeHHue Mpo3ByYaio, OHO CIOBHO
3aleNuIoCh 3a yCTa BCeX CIYT IOMECThSI.

[omoOGHBIA BBIBOM, CITYT HE OBUI YEM-TO YIUBHUTEIBHBIM, BE/Ib KOIJIA MPOUCXOIUIO YTO-JIMO0
CTpaHHOE, He 3HAIOIIME JIIOJY BCer/ia BUHWIN TEMHbIE CUJIbI U TTPOKJISATHS, OIHAKO B IAHHOM CJydae
OHU JIEHICTBUTEILHO MOI00PAIHCh K UCTUHE, KaK HUKOTJa OJU3KO.

TeMm He MeHee MoKa B rojioBe y JIMChl CTPOUINCh TEOPUU M PA3MBIIIIEHUS OHA M HE 3aMETHIa,
KaK JJa’ke CO CTOJIb MEJIEHHBIM TEMIIOM YK€ OKa3alach MPsMO Nepe]] BXOJOM B KOMHaTy AXepoHa,
a caM OH YXe MepeoieBaJICs B APYTYIO OAEKIY.

K 9TOMY MOMEHTY B KOMHATE YK€ CTOsJIa JOIIOJIHUTEJIbHAA KPOBATb, IIPUTOTOBJICHHAA JI HEC,
a TaKIKE€ BCE HCO6XO,I[I/IMI>IC BEIIIY, OTYETO AXCpOH HE MOI' HU1 YIUBUTBCA, OAHAKO OH 9yBCTBOBAJI cebs
CJIMIIIKOM I1JIOXO, YTOOBI Y HETO OBLIIU CUJIBI 1A CTECHEHU A UJIN YE€TO0-TO HO,HO6HOFO.

CMOTpH Ha Hero, JIuca He Moryia HUA 3aMETUTh U3MEHEHUS, npounsomeanmmne ¢ HuM. HpOH_UIO
Ka3aJioch JIMIIb Oosiee CYTOK, a Mpa‘IHbeI B3IJ144, Ka3aj1aCb HE CXOAMWJI C €ro Jia. ITocne Toro, kak
€€ Pa3MbIIIJICHU A ,Il06paJ'II/ICL a0 HpOI()'IHTPIfI 1 TEMHBIX CUJI, €0 TEMHBIC, CJIOBHO OMYT IJIa3a JI HEE
BBIITIAOECIN JAKE Oosiee yeM Imyraromie. He roBOpA YK€ O INOJHOCTbIO HOKpBITOfI OMHTaMU PYKE, Uepe3
cJjion KOTOpOfI He ObLIO BUHO HU €AMHOT'O MUJIJIMMETPA KOKHU, YTO ITOKA3AJIOCh en YKAaCHO CTpAHHBIM.

Xots neBast pyka AxepoHa Oblla 0OYIJIEHHOM JIMINb Ha JIQJI0HH, JaXe Ha Majbllax Bce PaBHO
MOXHO OBUIO PasIIsiZIETh YepHbIE MATHA, MIO3TOMY BCsl €ro KMCTh ObUIa IUIOTHO U YMeJO 0OBsi3aHa
OMHTaMU, 00XBaThIBAsI KK/IbIil caHTUMETP KOXU. [IepBoe Bpems eMy ObLI0 HEyTOOHO, OJHAKO CITYCTSI
HECKOJIbKO YacOB B KapeTe OH YK€ MOJHOCTBIO IIPUBBIK, Jake He 3aMeyast pa3jInuuil, eCiii KOHEYHO
CIIeMaIbHO He 0OpaliaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAHUSI.
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— Jluca, MOXelb JIOXUTLCS CIaTh, MHE HUYEr0 HE HYXKHO, a Thl JIOJDKHO OBITH ycTana. —
[NepeBens B3MIsA Ha 3aCTHIBIIYIO AEBYIIKY, AXEpPOH CllerKa YIbIOHYIcs, oTyero Jluca TyT ke MovyB-
CTBOBaJIa ce0s1 yXKacHO, pa3 Havyasa OOSATHCS STOTO MUJIOTO MaJIbyMKa, YTO TOJIBKO JIMIIb HEJAABHO
CTECHSUICS, TIPOCS €€ Ha3bIBaTh ceOsl 110 UMEHH.

Omna paboTaeT B 3TOM ITOMECThe yXkKe He OIVH IOl U MOJKHO CKa3aTh 3HaeT AXepoHa JIOCTATOYHO
xopoio. OH Bcera ObUT Ipeie/TbHO T00pP, OCTOPOXKEH U TIOUTUTEJIeH JIaXe CO CITyraMu, Yero He CKa-
JKeIIb O ero cecTpax. XOTs OH U BBITJIS/IEN JOBOJIBHO HEMPUTTISIHO, OCOOEHHO CO CBOEH XPOMOTOM,
CYTYJIOCTBIO ¥ OOJIBHBIM BHJIOM, JIoOpee MajlburKa OHa elrle He BcTpedasa. OH, Ka3aJioch, Beerua Obul
TOTOB IIOMOYb TeM, KTO TIOIIPOCUT Y HEro IMOMOIIHY U Jake TeM, KTO He MPOCHT.

— Xopor1i0o, AXepoH, Thl TOke OTAbIXal. Ecim Tebe uyTo-To HyXKHO cpasy ke roBOpU MHE, Be/lb
3a 3TUM £ U 37ecb. — Jluca ObICTPO NMPOroBOpMIIA, OTYETO CIYCTsS MHI Jaxe CJIerka MOKpacHea,
MIOHAB JBYCMBICJIEHHOCTb CBOUX CJIOB.

Ee HenoBkMid B3MISII TYT ke MpoOexkan Mo Uiy AXepoHa, OMHAKO OH BOOOIIEe He 0OpaThI
HUKAKOro BHUMaHHMsI Ha €€ CJIOBA, OTYEro OHAa YyBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl MpeesIbHO TIIYIIO, CTECHSICh MaJlb-
YUKa MOYTH BJIBOE MJIAJIIIIE HEe.

CrycTs1 HeKOTOpOE BpeMs, yKe 3eBast OHa TYT e JieryIa Ha KpoBaTh. CHauasia OHa XoTeJa HoJo-
KIaTh NOKa AXEpOH YCHET, OJIHAKO YyBCTBOBaJa CeOs CIMIIKOM YCTaBILeH, HE TOBOPS O TOM, YTO
ObUIa cepejHa HOUM, OTYETO COH MOCTEIIEHHO 3aXBaThIBAT €e.

Pazymeercst AXepoH MOHsUI 3HAUEHHUE €€ CIIOB, HO €TI0 MBICIIU ObUIM 320U THI JIUIII O TPOKJISTOM
3HaKe Ha JIAJOHU U YPOIJIMBOM KyKJIe, TIO3TOMY OH IPOCTO HE MOT COCPEIOTOUUTHCS Ha YeM-JIM00
ere. PelB HEMHOIO OTBJIEUBCS, OH TYT € B3sUJ1 OIHY U3 KHMT, JIEKAIIYIO HA €r0 CTOJIE U KOTOPYIO
OH YK€ UYUTaJl MHOKECTBO pas.

YceBimch HOY,Z[O6HC€ Ha KpoBaTH, U OTKPBIB HAYaJI0O KHUT'U OH TYT K€ Ha4YaJl YNTaTb, OJJHAKO
CKOJIBKO 6])1 OH HHU MBITAJICA COCPEAOTOYNTHCA, MBIC/IM BCE paBHO BHOBb BO3BpallajIMChb K OJHOMY U
TOMY Xe€.

— TloyeMy 3TO MPOUCXOOUT CO MHOM...7 MHe OCTaJOoCh KUTh BCETO HECKOJIBKO JIET U Jaxke
TaK... JaXe TaK sl He MOT'Y IIPOCTO XKHUTb CIIOKOWHO... mouemy? [IOYEMY ?!" — [NonHsB cBoIO 3201H-
TOBAHHYIO PYKY U B3IJISIHYB Ha Hee AXEpOH MOT TOJIBKO SIPOCTHO CTUCHYTb 3yObl, TOIIa KaKk HEBEpO-
ATHast OOK/Ia BMUT 3aXJIECTHYJIA €TO.

JOpoXKU cne3 TyT ke Hauald KaTUThCS W3 €ro IJia3, Monajasi Ha KHUTY U CJIEIO0M YK€ BIH-
ThIBasich B cTpaHuily. OH XxoTes 6€3yMHO 3aKpHyaTh, 3aBONKTH, CJIOBHO 3BEpPb, KOTOPOTO 3arHajy B
JIOBYIIKY, U3 KOTOPOI HET BBIXO/1a, HO HE MOT... TpocTo He Mor. Ero cnep:xupana Jluca, Haxonsiascs
B KOMHATe, ero CAEpKUBAJIM CIISIIUE B APYIrMX KOMHATaX CIyTH, POIUTENN, YTO IAHUYECKU TYT ke
OpocsTcs cioga BMecTe ¢ pbiapsMu. OH He MOT 3aKpUYaTrh, BHOBb JIMIIIAS KX BCEX OTABIXA... HE MOT
OBITh HACTOJIBKO CIAOBIM U STOMCTUYHBIM. ..

B stor MmomeHT Jluce, uTo ceiiuac sexana Ha CBOEH KpOBAaTH M MOYTH 3aCHYJA MOKa3aJoch,

CJIOBHO OHa YCJIbIlIajia TUXUH 3BYK 0K, OJHAKO OH ITPEKPATUJICA TAKKE 6bICTpO, KaK 1 HavaJiCd,
MMO3TOMY CITYCTA YK€ HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUII OHAa OKOHYATEJIbHO yCHYJIA. Ka3an001>, HE IPOLLIO U
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MHra, Kak B KOMHATE TPOJIOIKAIIO 3BYYATh JIMIIb JIETKOE CONICHHUE M MPUITYILICHHbIA CKPUIT CXKUMAa-
IOIIUXCS OT SIPOCTH 3yOOB.

Cryctsi OKOJIO Yaca AXEpOH TaK U He CMOT COCPE/IOTOUMThCSI HA KHUTE, a JKeJlaHHUe CIIaTh Hapac-
TaJIO C KaXIbIM MIHOBEHHEM. XOTs 70 3TOTO OH CIasl JOBOJBHO JOJTO, HO cefiuac BCe PaBHO YyB-
cTBoBaJI ceOs Oe3 cuit. Ero u tak cimaboe mocse mpou3oIIeAnX COOBITHIA TeIO CIIOBHO CTaJO eIlle
cnabee. ['1a3a moCTeneHHO 3aKPHIBATUCH, & CaM OH BCKOPE MTPOBATIMJIICS B OOBATHSI CHOBU/ICHUH.

Ceiiyac AxepoH 4yBCTBOBAJI ceOsl yKacHO roJIONHBIM. 1051011, Ka3anoch, MOKXUPAJ ero U3HYTPU.
Cuiona GeleHo BbIIessIach, OyIATO B MPUIIECTBUM JOJITOXKIAHHON €/Ibl, a 3yObl CTY4ald U TEPIUCh
apyr o0 apyra ¢ HEBUAAQHHOW SIPOCTHIO U 3JI000H, CIIOBHO Pa3MHHASCh MEpe MPEACTOSIEM eMy
MHPOM.

— Xo04y €CTb... KaK Xke 1 X04y €CTb...

Emy Ka3anoch, CJIOBHO IejieHa Oe3yMus, IpOCTHU U 37100BI OKYTHIBAET €ro pasyM. becunciieHHble
9MOLIMH, CJIOBHO Xa0TUYECKas peKa MPOIUIBIBAIOT B €r0 CO3HAHUHU, HO JIaXKe CPEIU BCETO ITOT0 Xaoca
BBIJIEJISIIOCH JIMIIB OJHO 0CO00 cHIIbHOE — ros1of1! OH CII0BHO yMUpaJL, ¥ JIUIIb KyCO4YeK, MaJICHbKUI
KyCOUeK IOKa3aJICs Obl eMy BeIMYalIINM O1a)KEHCTBOM KaKOe TOJIBKO MOXKHO MCIIBITATb.

— 41... 1 XO4y €CTb... YMUPAIO C TOIOAY

AXepoHy, Ka3aJoch, YTO TJie-TO JIAJIEKO CIBIIIAINCh Oe3yMHBIC KPUKU OOJU, BOILIEH U CTeHa-
Huii. Ho 3T0 He BOJIHOBAJIO €ro, Kak He BOJIHOBaJIa 00JIb, UCXO/SINASA OT €ro JIaJOHHU. .. JIUIIb TOJIO
MIPOJIOJIKAJT TeP3aTh €ro PacCyOK, HAIIOMHUHAS O TIOUCKE TTHIIIH.

EMy Ka3aJIOCb, HET... OH YYBCTBOBaAJI, 4YTO €14 Omu3ko. OCTajioch JIMIIL COBCEM HEMHOIo, U
OH HAKOHEI CMOXKET IIOECTb. 3amax... 0 3TOT OJaKEHHBII 3alax, 4To CJIOBHO CBOOMJII C yMa. JIummb
IMMOYYBCTBOBAB €ro, EMY Ka3aJIOCb, YTO OH B3MbLII Ha HG6CCEI, OJHOBPEMCHHO C YEM I'0JIOJ CTAJI ITIPOCTO
HEBBIHOCHM.

— WHTepecHo, 4TO MOXET TaK BKYCHO MaxHYTh? — MUMOJIETHBIN BOITPOC MPOJIETeN B TOJIOBE
AXepoHa, CIYCTSl MUT CMBIBAEMbI HENPEOAOIMMBIM TOJIONOM. — I Monpodyio Kycouek... JIUIIb
MaJICHbKHMI KYCOYeK U IOCJIE... TIOCTIe 5 TIOUAY... IOUy... Kyna?

He niporuio u mura, kKak AXEpOoH OIIyTHII, CJIOBHO YTO-TO 3a0bLI, YTO-TO OUSHb BaKHOE, OTHAKO
yXKe CITyCTsSI OUepeHOM MUT OH OTOPOCHJI HEHYXKHbIE MBICTH, YTO OTBJIEKAIOT €ro OT MPEeKPaCHOTO

3araxa JoiaroxaaHHou nuimy. OH He CTall MeITUTD, TYT Ke Jiesasi MepBbIi YKYC.

— DTOT BKYC... 3TOT BKYC... — AXEpOH CJIOBHO BO3HeCCs1 Ha HeOeca, HACTOJIbKO OJIaKeHHO OH
ce0s omryman. — becrionodeH!

Be3yMHBII BO3IJIAC PAIOCTU Pa3Isics U30 pTa AXepoHa, MOCIe Yero OH Hayal Oe3yMHO eCTh,
KyCOUEK 3a KyCOUYKOM, MHUHYTA 32 MUHYTOM... 4ac 38 YaCOM.

— [I-noyemy $ roJIOAHBIN... 3-3TOr0 HEAOCTATOUHO! DTOro Bee ele Majo!
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Kpuku To 1 fieno pazgaBaimuch BAajieke, a 00Jb, OTUasHUE, MMeYaib W CTPAJaHUs CIIYKUIN
JAJICKUMU OTTOJIOCKaMU 3THX BOIUIEH B yIIax AXepoHa, HO OH He oOpaIial Ha 3TO HUKaKOro BHUMa-
HusA. OH CIIBIIIAI JIMIIb TOJIOC, YTO 3BYYaJ TaK OJM3KO, CIIOBHO Y CaMOro €ro yxa, rojioc, 0e3yMHO
MOBTOPSIOIIHIA JIUIIIb OJJHO €IMHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO:

—Tonop...

OTKpBIB 1232, AXepOH MEJIJICHHO MOAHSJICS C KPOBATH, B TO BpeMsI Kak ero KMBOT MOT TOJIBKO
MPOJOJIKATh HEBBIHOCUMO yp4aTh OT royiona. [Jaxe Bce ero JMIo U NOayIIKa Oblla M3Ma3aHbl CITIO-
HSIMH, OTYETO OH He MOT' HU TIOMOPIIIUTHLCS OT OTBPAIIEHUSI K caMOMYy ceOsl.

— 41 e moes nepen CHOM, Tak MoYeMy s Takoy ronofHbiii? Ele v cioHell Hamyckall, Kak
peOeHOK... OJMH. .. Hazeloch, Jluca He Busiesna 3Toro. — MeUIeHHO NOJHSBIINCH, AXEPOH MOT TOJIBKO
HETO/yIOIIe OIISAEThCS, Kadasi TOJIOBOM OT J10CaIbl.

K ero C4acCTblO, B KOMHATE OBbLJI JIUIIIL OH OJIUH, TOIla KaK BOCXOOAIICE COJHIE YKE OMIIO CBO-
HUMU APKUMHA U 30JI0TBIMU JIy4aMHU B OKHO, OCBEIIAas BCIO KOMHATY.

[oTsHyBIIHCH, AXEPOH yKe cOOpaics MONTH 3aBTPAKaTh, KOT/IA BAPYT Pa3JaliCs JIETKUI CKPUIT
¥ Ha OTKpBIBIIEMCS] TIOpore mokasayachk Jluca, Kotopast TSHYyJa BCed 3a COOOM CepBUPOBOYHYIO
TEJIeXKKY, MOJTHOCTBIO HAOMTYIO €101 M HamUTKaMu. B3risiHyB Ha AXepoHa, y KOTOPOro B 3TOT MOMEHT
Ha BCI0 KOMHATy 3aypyaJj ) KMBOT, OHA TYT € IPUKPBIB JIAJOHBIO POT 3aXUXUKAJIA.

AXepoH TYT e Cllerka CMyTHJICS, TIOHUMast, uto Jluca moxoxe mpocHyIach OT €ro ypyariero
’KMBOTA U B TIOCJIE/ICTBUY YBU/IENA KAJTKOE 3pEJIHIIe, KaK ero MUJIOCTh OOJTMBAETCS CIIOHSIMH BO CHE.
TeMm He MeHee, 1ake Mpexk/e, YeM OH yCIen YTo-ImOo0 cKasaTh, JIuca TyT ke nepeduia ero.

— 41 nuyero He Buzena. Caauch Kymiarh, ea roroBa. — IIponomkas xuxukars Jluca yxe B
cleyiolee MrHOBeHHe 3a00TIIMBO TIOKATHIA TEJIEKKY PSMUKOM K KpoBaT AXepoHa.

— D-3M, cniacu6Oo Jluca, HO s1 Mor Obl M MoecTh B 3ayie. He cromno tak Hampsiratbes. — C
TPYIOM TOJHSBIIKCH C KPOBATH, AXEPOH MOT TOJIBKO MOKAa4YaTh TOJIOBOM.

Bce ke ceiiyac OH XOTes CHayasla yMBIThCSI M TIOYMCTUTh 3yOBbl, TIPEX/Ie YeM HaYMHATh €CTh.
Ceiivac BO PTy Yy HEro ObLI0 KaKOe-TO CTPAHHOE, HETIOHATHOE U 1K€ CJIerKa HeTIPUATHOE OLIyIIEHHE.

— TBo¥ KUBOT TaK ypyaJl, 4To s1 00sIaCh, €CIIU Thl IPOCHEIIBCS TYT e HAOPOCHUIIIBCS Ha MEHS
4TOOBI ChECTD.

[Tocne ciuB JIuckl HENOBKas TUIIMHA BMUT ITPOKATUIIACh 0 KOMHATe, a AXEPOH MOKPACHEB OT
CMYILIEHU S MOT TOJIKO TOCMOTPETh HA TAKYIO K€ MOKPpacHEBIIYIO JIUCY, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch XOTENA CTOPETh
co cTeiaa. OnsATh OHa MPOTApPATOPUJIA, aXke He 00IyMaB CJIOBa, OTYETro XOTesIa IPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b
3eMJTI0, TOT/Ia KaK OHM 00a MOTJIH JIUIIIb CTOSITh M TJTyIIO CMOTPETh APYT Ha Jpyra.
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— Th1 ke ckazana, 4To HM4YEro He Bujena.. — llepectaB KpacHeTb AXEPOH MOI TOJIBKO
HEJIOBKO MIPE/ICTABUTh HEJUIIENIPUSATHOE 3pesuiie ceOs, IyCKAIoIIEero CIOHU, Kak uauoT. — JlagHo,
A YMBIBATbCA.

Bups, uro Jluca 1o cux mop oOQyMBIBaeT, Ijie OHa CHOBA OIMMOIach, AXEpOH B CBOIO OUYepe/ib
y’ke HeMeJIJIsl HAllPaBWJICS B BAHHYIO KOMHATY, IPUMBIKAIONTYIO K ero. B3sB mieTky 1 J00aB1B Ha Hee
TPABSIHOW SKCTPAKT ISl OYMCTKYU 3yOOB M CBEXKETO JBIXaHUs, OH TYT e Havasl TepeTh 3yObl, OTHAKO
pe3kast 00JIb B Clieylolee MIHOBEHHE TYT XK€ 3aCTaBUJIa €r0 UyTh JIU He BHIPOHUTH ee.

— BuiuH... kak 601bHO. f 4TO, MOpaHWIICS BO CHE TOKA KeBasl SI3bIK?

Henonro mymasi, AXepoH TyT ke MPOTSHYJI PyKy B POT, AOTPArvBasich J0 JaJIbHEro 3yda, oT
KOTOPOro U ucxonmia 6osb. B3sB ero 000MMHM MasbliaMu, OH PeIu JIMIIb CIerka ero momararbh 1
MIPOBEPHUTH TIOUEMY UMEHHO OH OONUT. TeM He MeHee JIMIIb JIETKOe JaBJieHre, KaK CIyCTsl MHT 3y0
yKe JIeKal B er0 OKPOBABJICHHOU U JpOjKallleld TPaBoy pyKe.

— Y-yro0...? — OmresoMJIeHHO TPOOOPMOTaB, I1a3a AXepOHa BMUI' PACKPBUIMCh OT IIOKA U
y’)aca, a caM OH eJjBa Clep:KaJl KeJlaHUe 3aKpUYaTh.

CIUTIOHYB B PaKOBHMHY, OH MOT' BUJIET JIMIIIb KPOBb BIIEPEMEIIKY C THOEM, OTUETO €ro €/1Ba He
BBIPBAJIO. YKac BMUT HAIIOJIHUJI €TO CEeplie, a caM OH JaXe He MOHMUMaJ, 4To eMy jenarb. OH Obl
TaK U MPOJOJIKA CTOSATh B UCCTYIUIEHUH, IEPETIOJIHEHHBIN IIIOKOM, OJIHAKO 3a ABEPBIO YKE paszfalics

HEMHOT'O OECITOKONHBIN ro1oc JIUCHL.

— AXxepoH, Bce B nopsiake?
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I'nasa 15. ToT, k1O nmpokasit. Yacts 3.

ITocne Toro, kak AXepoH Bolled B BaHHY, Jluca yke CIyCTss MUHYTY YCJblIajga CTpaHHBIN
IIyM, IOSTOMY He MOIJIa HU 3a0ecroKouThesl. OH MOT yracTb B 0OMOPOK OT roJiofa WM Yero-Imoo
elle, Mo3TOMY OHA He3aMeAJIMTEbHO pelliiia CIIPOCUTh B YeM jiesio. TeM He MeHee, KOorja CIycTs
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJI OH TaK U He OTBETUJI, ee OECIIOKOMCTBO HayaJlo MEJIEHHO NepepacTarh B IAaHUKY.

— 41 cobupaiock BoiiTi. — Bmecrte ¢ 3TuMu cioBamu, Jluca TyT ke AepHYy/a pyduKy U JIMIIb
nocyie 3Toro AxepoH OyATO BMUT TPHIIEN B ceOs1, OTBIEKAsICh OT 3y0a, JISKAIIEro B €ro JIaJOHH.

On TYT K€ C KPAXTCHUEM HaBAJINJICA Ha YKE ITPUOTKPBIBIIYIOCA ABEPD, TOIId KAK €I'0 roJioC OBLT
HaIIOJIHEH €1Ba CIICp)KHBaCMOﬁ nma"nukor. OH HU 3a YTO He MOT IO3BOJIMTS Jlnce YBUIETb COCTOSAHUE,
B KOTOPOM HaXOOUTCH, BEAb OHA TOYHO HU3-3a OECIIOKOICTBA BCe PaCCKaXeT €ro pOAUTEIIAM.

— Bce B nopsake, Jluca. f npocto pasroBapuBai cam ¢ coOOH, He oOpaiaii BHUMaHUS. —
AXepoH crapaJicsi TOBOPUTh KaK MOXHO OoJsiee HEMPUHYKJIEHHO, O1HaKo Jluca Bce paBHO 3aMeTHJIa
JIETKYIO JPOXKb B €r0 rojioce, HO He MpUajia TOMY 3Ha4eHHe, PEellrB, YTO OH IIPOCTO CTECHSIETCS ee.

— HaIIHO, IIOHAJIA 4, IOHAIA. — OTXO,HFI OT ABCpU JIuca OTMAaxXHYJIaCb, IIOTUPAA YH_II/I6J'ICHHBII71
H06, TOrza Kak AXCpOH B CBOIO OYE€PCIb YK€ HEMEJIA 3aKPbLI ABEPh HA 3dMOK C JIETKUM HIEJTYKOM,
yCibllaB KOTOprfI Ta MOI'JIa JIMIIb 3aKaTUTh IJ1a3a.

HOHHB, yro Jluca oTouuia, AXCpOH CHOBA HEMEJIA HO)I6C)KEUI K PaKOBHHE, ITPU 3TOM 6bICTpO
BKJIIOYad BOAY. Jlerkas CTPYfIKa XOJIOILHOfI BOJBI ITOTEKJIA U3 KOJIOAA, U HpOfI,HH CKBO3b [IapOBOSA-
HOU rnogorpeBareijib CTAaHOBUJIACH C Ka)K,HLIfI MI'HOBEHHEM BCE TCILJICE. CHYCTH MMUI' OH TYT K€ Havall
MNaHNUYECKU CMbIBATb KPOBb U I"HOfI, KOTOPBIC 3alla4YKaJI1 PAKOBUHY, U JIUIIb BCE y6paB OH HaKOHCEI]
CMOT CJICTKa YCIIOKOUTBbCA.

— Henp34 4To0bI pOOAUTEIIN Y3HAJIA, BEIb Y HUX U TAdK XBATACT HpO6JICM. Bcee PpaBHO MHE OCTa-
JIOCh JKUThb BCcero Hm4ero.... — CioBa AXCpOHa Halyrajav Jaxe ero camoro, OqHako OH IIOHUMaAJI, YTO
BBUJICYUTD €T0 BCE PABHO HE CMOT'YT, BElb BCIO €TI0 )KU3Hb CACJIATH ITO IbITAJINCh MHOI'YE, a4 TIOTOMY
CMEPTH - JIMIIb O‘ICBH,I[HLIfI IJId HETO UCXOI.

OH 1 cam Bcerga 3To NOHMMAJI, JaXe 10 TOro, Kak Jlaypa OTKpbljia eMy rOpbKYIO HCTUHY CBOUMU
ycramu. OH 3HaJI, 9TO € KaXblii JHEM ci1abeeT BCce CUIIbHEE M BCKOPE Jlake HaCTaHeT TaKOM MOMEHT,
KOTJJa OH HE CMOXeT MOAHATHCS ¢ KpoBatH. IIpocTo faxe noHumas 310, OH CIIOBHO HE MOT JI0 KOHIIA
NoBepuUTh. JIUIlb MPOXKUB KAKUX-TO JIEBATH JIET, CIYCTs €Ille HECKOJIBKO €ro yXKe JKIYT XOJIOAHBIE
00BATUS cMepTH. XOTsI OTell ¥ YTBEPKAaJl 00paTHOE, OH MOHUMAJI, YTO TO ObLIO JIMIIb OTPUIIAHUE
MpaBJUBOM U TOPHKOW UCTHHBI.

— M-moxer - 310 cynp0a? Moxker Mosi cyapoa... ymepeTb? Benb He pocTo ke Tak 51 6oneio ¢
camoro jercrsa... Moxer Ha To Bons Benmkon marepu u Spyaitiero Csera?

C0BHO NIPUHAB HEJIETKYIO Cyb0y, AXEpOH Cllerka yCIOKOMIICS, TIOCJIe Yero MoCMOTpe B 3ep-

KaJIO, CJIEAOM HIMPOKO OTKpbIBAA POT. OcTanpHbIE €ro 3Y6I>I HE 6OJ'ICJII/I, OJHAKO OH 4YYyBCTBOBA4JI,
HACKOJIbKO 0oJiee XJIMIIKMMHU OHU HBIHYE CTaJIH.
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— Bunumo co BpeMeHeM s MOTepsiio Bee 3yObl... ¥ Oy1y CJIOBHO 0e33yOBIll CTapuK, OXKUIAI0-
Ui cMepTi — MpadHO MOKayaB ToJI0BOM, AXEPOH MOT TOJIBKO YCTAJIO B3JOXHYTh, Ha JEJie e/lBa
CIepXKUBAs Cle3bl eYaIH.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OTOPOCHB HEHY>KHbIE MBICJIM OH TYT e aKKYPaTHO 3ampsTai 3y0 Moj
BaHHYIO, [IOCJIE Yero yOeAUBILICh, YTO BCE THIATEIBHO YOPAaHO HAKOHEI! BBIILIEST U3 BAHHOM C JIETKOH,
HETIPUHYKAEHHO HATSHYTOU YJIBIOKOM.

— Yero b1 Tak fponro? Ena yxe octhiTh yenena! — [lepeBess B3I Ha BHILIEIIET0 AXepoHa,
Jluca Mora TOJIBKO ClleTKa HeIOBOJIBHO NIPOOYOHHTb.

TeMm He MeHee Aaxe B ee HEMPUHYKJICHHOM ToJIoce BCe PaBHO OBUIO CKPBITO JIETKOE MEpexku-
BaHue. Pazymeercs, oHa yBUjIeNna, 4TO HacTpoeHre AxepoHa nepeBepHy/ock Ha 180 rpaaycos, Kak
ObI OH HU TBITAJICS CKPBITH OOPATHOTO. DTO 3aCTaBJISIIO €€ MEePeKUBATh 3a Hero B ITyOUHE JTyIIIH.

— HemHoro xuBOT 3a001€7, a Tak Bce OWIMYHO. — CJierka yCMexXHyBIIHMCh, AXEPOH TYT ke
ceJl U IIPUHSLIICS €CTh, BEIb I'OJIO/ HUKY/A HE JIEJICS, JIMIIb IPUTYIWIICS HOBBIM MEPEKUBAHUSIMHU.

OH crapajscs ecTh Ha JPYTryl0 CTOPOHY YeJIOCTH, TaK KaK paHa OT BBIMABIIEro 3y0a ykKacHO
Oonena, OMHAKO AaXe Tak ea TO U JIeJIO TIoMajiaja Tyaa, OTYero OH MOpoi coporaics oT 60, cTa-
pasich M30 BCEX CUJI He OBITh 3aMeueHHBIM JIncoil. HeMHOro 1moeB, HO TOJKOM TakK ¥ He HACHITHBIIKCH
OH OTJIOKUJ PpUOOpPBL. EMy 110 cHX MOp XOTeNoCch eCcTh, OMHAKO OOJb CBOIMIIA €70 C yMa, I09TOMY OH
MOCTApAJICS KaK MOXKHO O0JIee HECTIEIITHO UATH IO HAITPABJICHUIO K BAHHOW KOMHATE, YTOOBI TPOMBITh
POT OT OCTATKOB IHIIIY.

Jluca HMYero He cKazala, JIMIIb KpaeM Iia3a MocMaTpuBasi 32 AXepOHOM, HANPaBJISIONIMCS
B BaHHyl0. OHa ¢ caMoro HavaJjia 3amMeyalia OfHy CTPAHHOCTb 3a JPYTOii, HO pelinia He Jie3Th, pa3
OH CaM HE XO4YE€T HUYETO rOBOPUTD.

— Mosker y Hero Bce ke 1 pasja 3adosiesn xkuBoT? — HemHoro nogymas, Jluca Bckope oTOpo-
CUJIa HCHYKHbIC MBICJIH, JIUIIb IPHUCTYIINBAsACh K 3ByKaM B BaHHOﬁ, ‘ITO6I)I HE IMPOU30LLTIO HECYACT-
HBIX CJIY4acB, IMOMEPEMEHHO C 3TUM y61/1pa51 OCTaTKM €11bl U BBIHOCS TCJICKKY B KOPHUIODP, ‘ITO6LI (&[]
3a0paju Apyrue Cayru.

BHOBb 3aiilis1 B BaHHYI0, AXepOH aKKypaTHO IMPOMBUI POT BOAOM, U JIMIIb TOraa OOJIb OTCTY-
TUJIa, OTYEr0 OH HAKOHEII CMOT B3/IOXHYTh ¢ oOeryenremM. OH He coOupasics 0ojee MeJITUTh, OBICTPO
BBIXOJIS1 HAPYXKY, 4TOOBI JIMca He 3anmono3puiia HeslaHOTO, OHAKO €/IBa OH OTKPBUI JBEPb, KaK ero
yXke BCTPETUJIN JIBE TIaphl IJ1a3, CMOTPSIIMX HAa HETO C HEBBIPA3UMOM PaIOCThIO.

— T HaKOHelT ioMa, OpaTtuk ! — Amenust u Kamenus TyT ke monoekaiv K AXepoHy, OOHUMast
C JIByX CTOPOH, O/IHAKO X PYKH, 0OXBaTHBIIIee €ro, ObLIM IBHO HATIOJIHEHBI U3JIUIIIHEN CHIION, OTYETO
OH YyTh HE 3aKpuyaj oT OOJIH.

— Bp#I crienmanbHO 1aBUTE Beeld cuitoi? { ceituac Bce marie pacckaxy! — AXepoH He coOu-

pajiCd Uurpatb B UX UI'PYy, MOITOMY Cpa3y KE PEIINJI BLUIOKHWTD INIABHYIO KapTy, IIPpHU 3TOM M3HbIBAA
ot 0o B pedpax.
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Kak To/bKO 3TH CJI0Ba MPO3BYYasd, CECTPBI TYT K€ OTCTPAHMIIUCh OT HEro, Kak OT YyMHOTO,
OTYEro OH MOT JIMIIb PaCCMESThCSI UM B JnI0. OHM CHOBA MPUIIUIA JIOCTABaTh €ro, HO OH He COOU-
paJicst OoJbIIe TOro TepreTb. TOYHO He CerogHs. .

— B koro TbI Tako#i Tpyc? BuaumMo B MpoIIOM y HaC B ceMbe ObUT Ae(DEeKTHBIA. — AMenus
TYT e IepecTalia yibl0aThes, a ee CJI0Ba HAIOJHWINCH SIIOM U HETIPUSI3HBIO.

OHna 10 cuX Mop MOMHWMJIA YHVKEHHE U 00JIb, KOTOPYIO € MPUIILIOCh UCIBITaTh OT OTIA U3-3a
KajioObl Opara, ¥ OHa He codupasiach CIycKaTh Noio0HOe eMy ¢ pyK. Ecim cefiuac oHa 3akpoer Ha
3TO I71a3a, TO B OyIyIeM OH OyeT Mpy Kaxaou nmpodieMe Oexarh U KaJoBaThCsl HA Hee C CECTPOU.

— EnuHCcTBEHHOE, YTO BBl MOKETE JeJ1aTh 9TO OECIIPUYMHHO 3aAUpaTh MeHs. JIerko, HaBepHoe,
OJIONIETh TOTO, KOMY JJaXke KPYKKY CJIOKHO JIONTO JiepkaTh? — AXepOH TOBOPHJI TBEPIO U YBEPEHHO,
TOT/Ia KaK Jjaxke Jierkast yCMelKa Oblla Ha ero ryoax.

OH MBITAJICS BHIIJISA/IETh KaK MOXHO CIIOKOWHEE M HEMPUHYXIEHHee Tiepe]] CeCTpaMu, OJHAKO
Ha Jiejie eMy ObUIO yKacHO OOMIHO, HACTOJIBKO, YTO XOTEJIOCh pa3pblaaThcsi. EMy ocTaBasioch KUTh
BCEIro HUYEro, HO CECTPLI BCE pABHO OTHOCHUJIUCh K HEMY ITOYTHU KaK K Bpary v OT 3TOI'0O CTAHOBUJIOCH
TOJILKO OOJTbHEE Ha cepilie.

— Byaro 310 MBI 3acTaBis Tedsl pOKAATHCS TAKUM HEMOIIHBIM cnabakom! — C KaxapiM
CJIOBOM AMenus MPOoAoJIKajia BbIIUIECKMBATh HA AxepoHa s, Torna kak Kamenus jauinb HeloBKO
Momuasia. Eif m3HaYaabHO He XOTenoCh MPUXOANUTH U I0CTaBaTh OpaTa, HO CecTpa MOCTOSHHO MOJIHA-
yrBaja ee. — BHUHU B 3TOM CBOIO NpOKJIATYI0 ynauy! Tel oObrunbil Heygaynuk! Thl gaxe He HaIl
Opar!

[Tpoposnxkast rHEeBHO TOBOPUTh, AMeJTHsI JIUIIb BHIIUIECKMBAJIA OJHY I'psi3b 32 IPYToi, TOTAa Kak
naxe Kamenus Hadasa 4yBCTBOBaTh, YTO €€ CECTPA NEPEXOAUT I'PaHb.

Crymasi cecTpy ¢ OTKPBITBIM OT IIOKa PTOM, AXepOH CHauaJia 4yBCTBOBAJ OOM/LY, OMHAKO, YeM
OoJbIIIe OHA MPOJOJIKAJIA TOBOPUTH, TEM CHJIbHEE CTAHOBMJIACh OOM/Ia, CMEHSISICh €1lie U Ha THEB.

— Ecim BB Bce ckazanu, 1o s uay Kk nane! [Tocmorpum, Amenusi, 4YTO OH CKaXeT Ha TBOU
Ips3HBIE CJIOBA B MOIO CTOPOHY. $1 eMy cefiuac Bce pacckaky H jiaxe oombie! §1 moCcTyIumno Kak B,
TaK’e MOJJIO U IPSI3HO. Sl HAroBOPIO Ha BacC Tak, Kak HUKOraa paHee! Cma3biBaiiTe IIEKU OJIMBKOBBIM
Macyiom! — BpIckazaB Bce, 4TO X0Tesn, AXepoH CJIe/IoM HEMEJICHHO BHIIIes U3 KOMHATHI, COOMPasCh
MOCTYNMTh B TOYHOCTH, KaK M 0Oelall, B TO BpeMs Kak cTosias Hegajaeko Jluca nmins HaOmonana
3a MOTACOBKOM, HE OCMEJIMBASICh BCTPEBATh, CIIEIITHO HAMPABJISSACH BCIIE/ 32 HUM.

Habumonas 3a yxonsamum AXepoHOM, KOTOPbIH YrKe CIIOKOWHO CITYCKaJICS 10 JIECTHUIIE, AMEJTHSI
B30eCHJIaCh IyIIle TPEKHEro, CJIOBHO Cropast OT sIpOCTH, HACTOJIKO, Ka3aJI0Ch, HEHABUCTEH €l ObLT
ee Muaaimmil Opar. Kamenust meiTanach Kak-To YCIIOKOUTb CECTPY, OJHAKO, Ta HEe cOOMpaiach KOro-
OO CITyIATh.

He nipomuio 1 Mura, kKak THEBHO CLIETIMB 3yObl, AMeNHs TYT e pBaHy/Ia K AXepoHy, mpooerast
MHUMO OIleJIOMJIeHHON JIMCBI U cO BCcell CHIIBI TOJIKast OpaTta B CIMHY, OTYETO OH C IIOKOM M YIUB-
JIeHHeM KyOapeM IMOBaUJICS C JIECTHUIIBI, CJIOBHO MEIIIOK C TIECKOM, peBsi OT 0omu. OH MombITasCs
CTPYIIMPOBATHCS, OHAKO HE YCIIeN, yIapsich TOJOBOW 00 JEPEeBSIHHBIA Kpail JIECTHUIIBI U Oe3/Ibl-
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XaHHO CKaThIBasIiCh B CAaMblil HU3, TOTJa KaK CTYMEHbKU TO ¥ JIEJI0 OCHINAIN €ro IpajoM 0e3kanocT-
HBIX YJApOB.

— Awmenus! Bo ums Benmkoii matepu 4to ke Tol HaTBopuiia?! — Bujisi, 4To Hajemnaia cectpa,
Kawmenus Mora auimb NOKMPOBAHO 3aKpUYaTh, CIIEIITHO HAITPABJIAsACH K Opary.

I'maza JIuChl B 3TOT MOMEHT TaK M BOBCE PAaCKPBUIUCh, CJIOBHO OMIO/IIA, OTYEr0 OHA MOTJIA JIUIIh
B CTYIIOpPE CTOATh U CMOTPETh Ha TeJIo AXepoHa, Oe3/IbIXaHHO BAJISIONIErocs BHU3Y JiecTHHIIBL. Ee
r71a3a ObLTM TOJHBI IIOKA U yXkaca, Be/lb TO, YTO HaTBOpUiIa AMesHsi ObUIO 3a TPaHbIO BCErO pa3yM-
HOTO.

— Omn... ymep? — CMoTps1 Ha OKpOBaBJieHHOE Teslo AXepoHa, JIluca Mornia Julib 3a1poxkars,
HE CrocOOHasi BBIMOJIBUTH U CJIOBA. [IeBATUICTHUI MaJIbUMK BAJISIONIMIACS CHU3Y ObUT BECh B KPOBH
1 ymmoOax, U axe CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I €ro I'py/ib TaK U He TOIHSIIAC.

— A-a-a-a-a-a!!! —Ilon6exaB kK AXepOHY Y IIPOBEPUB €T IMyJIbc, Kamesus TyT e 3aKprdaia
Y 3apblaia, a cie3bl notekyu u3 ee ra3. — OH He apimmt! OH He npimt, Amenusi! Chenait xe
YTO-HUOYb POKJIATAs UANOTKA! A-a-a-a-a!

AmMenus ke ceiiuac MOIJIA JIMIIb CTOSTh B IIIOKE, TJIsI/Isl BHU3 JIECTHUIIBL, TOTIa KaK ee PyKH ykKe
HETIPOM3BOIBHO Apoxkami. OHa cMOTpesia Ha yMUPOTBOPEHHOE JIUIO OpaTa, uTo Oe3/IbIXaHHO JIekKaT
Ha Moy, Torga Kak Kamemnust To 11 esio Tpsicia ero, yMoJisisi POCHYThCSI M OTKPBITh IJ1a3a.

Jlvib ceiiyac, Korja Ka3ajioch MOBEPHYTh Ha3ajl yke ObLIIO HEeJIb3s OHA CMOTJIa 3aMETUTh €r0
HCXyJaJIoe JIIIO, KOTOpOe axe Oe3 BhIpaKeHUsI, CJIOBHO ObLJIO HAMOHEHO YCTAJIOCTHIO U MeYabio.
Meiku 1oj1 ero 1yia3amMu, CJIOBHO TOBOPHIIM O TOM, KaK IJIOXO OH cIUT. BiienHoe, 601e3HeHHO JIMTIO
TO M JIeJIO JOKA3bIBAJIO, HACKOJIBKO CJIaOBIM OH OBLI, M Ha CKOJIBKO cllabee OH ceOsl OIIyIal, Mo JaB-
JIEHUEM CecTep, UTO JOJIKHBI ObLIIM OIApUBATh €ro JTI0OOBBIO 1 3a00TOM, HO HUKAK He OeCITPUIMHHON
HEHABUCTHIO. Ero JIMII0 10 9TOro HEHaBUCTHOE ISl Hee, cefivac CJIOBHO ObLJIO MUJIee U TIpeKpacHee
BCETO Ha CBETE.

— Yro... 4TO X€ A Haxeana?!

He nponuio u mura, Kak U3 a3 AMeJIMH YKe XJIbIHYJIU CJIE3Bl, OJJHAKO OHA JIMIIb IPOAOJLKaIa
CTOSITh M1 CMOTPETb, CJIOBHO HECITIOCOOHAS MOLIEBEIUTHCA OT yKaca TOro, 4To HarBopuia. Beck mup
J151 Hee CJIOBHO 3aMep, U JIMIIb OJIeHOe JTUI0 OpaTta ¥ KPUKHU CECTPhI CTAJIU €r0 MPayHOi KapTUHOM.

Vixacaromye Kpruku Kamenu ceityac ObLTH CITBIITHBI [T0 BCEMY TIOMECTBIO, TIO3TOMY YKe CITYCTSI
HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHUI, KOTOpPbIE /151 AEBYIIEK Ka3aJiCh BEUHOCTHIO, IIOIOCIIENI0O MHOKECTBO CIIYT U
napy pelliapeid. YBUJIEB JIeKAIero Mo JIECTHULIEH OKPOBABJICHHOTO AXEpOHa, OHM TYT e Mmoosie/-
HEJIM OT yKaca.

— Benukas mats! Yto 31echk npousomniio?! — Hemenist u cekyH sl MUpeiH TyT e Opocuiicst
K AXepoHy, rpy0o OTTalKBasi peiaaolyio Kamennio 1 0ofHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM KJIa sl TAJIbIIBI HA €0
OJeIHyI0 ¥ TOHKYIO 1ief0. He mpoIio 1 MrHoBeHHsl, Kak ero JIMIO YK€ HAIlOJTHUIOCh HEBBIPA3UMOU
NeYasIblo, OHAKO OH He CMeJT OMycKaTh pyku. — Busbresnsm! [TpuHecr cBUTOK B KaOuHeTe, ObicTpee!

Haxe npexnie, yeM MupeiiH ycren 3aKOHYMTh MpeJiokeHne, BusbrenabM yxke Heccsl, CJIOBHO
HeyAepkuMasi KOJIeCHUIIA TI0 HalpaBJICHUI0 K KaOWHETY, pacTajJKuBasi Toimy ciayr. Ero ckopoctb
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Obl1a KpaiiHe OBICTPOIA, OTUYEro CIYCTsI JIMIIb Mapy AECSATKOB CEKYHII OH yXKe CTOsUI BO3JIe HYKHOU
JBEPH, BHIINOAS €€ IJICUOM.

— Jlemuan! CButoK 1151 AxepoHa, ceiuac xe!

Korzaa neppb okazasiach BbIOHTA, [leMHaH yKe CTOSIT C MEYOM B PyKe, TPUHSIB CTOWKY U TOTOBBIH
K 0010, OJHAKO, €1Ba OH YCJIBIIIAJ UCITYTaHHBIA U MEYAJIbHBIHA I0JI0C CBOETO CTApOro TOBApHIIA, Kak
ero Med TyT ke OKa3aJicsl Ha 10Ty, a CaM OH OPOCHIICS K JaJIbHE! 4acTh KaOMHETa, CIIEITHO OTKPhIBasI
ceiip 1 JocTaBast 30J10TOM MEPraMeHT, UCIIMCAHHBII HEACHBIMU pyHaMU. BHICTpO cxBaTtuB ero, oH
HeMe[|JIs1 BbUIETEN U3 KOMHATHI, CJIOBHO BUXPb, TOIJa Kak Buiibresnbm yxe 6exal Beiesl 3a HUM.

Hemuan Obu1 ObicTpee Buuprenbma gaxke B Jocrexax, MOTOMY OJETHIA cefiuac B OOBIYHYIO
OfIeK Ay OH IIPOHECCS M0 KOPUAOPAM KaK TOPHAJIO, OCTABJIsIsl CBOETO OETYIIEro U 3BeHSIIEro OT CTyKa
JIaT qpyra no3aau. 3aBepHyB, 3a IMOCJIeJHUI IIOBOPOT OH YK MOT BUAETh AXepOHa, KOTOPHIN Oe3/bI-
XaHHBI M OKPOBABJICHHBIN JIeKal Ha IOy, OTYErO ero Cepile TYT jKe HAOJHUIOCh HEBEpOSTHOM
OO0JIBIO OT OJTHOTO JIMIIIb BHJA CHIHA.
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I'naBa 16. Ha rpanu »Ku3Hu U CMepPTH.

HCMI/IaH B MI'HOBCHHUE OKa OKa3aJiCd IepeL AXCPOHOM. On HCfICTBOBaJI PCHIMTEIIBHO, HE CMEA
MEIUINTD, TYT K€ JOCTaBas KUHKAJI U3-3a I10ACa 1 6LICTPLIM ABUKCHUCM pa3pe3and cebe JIaJOHb. 3o0-
TOH MNEPraMeHT TYT KE OBLT [puXKar K rpyia CblHa, a €ro OKpoBaBJICHHAA JIAJOHb ITPUJIOKUCH CIIEAOM
CBEPXY HEro, OT4ero 30JI0TOMN CBC€T, TaKOM K€ TeIUIBbI KakK JIy4M COJIHIIA Ha4aJI UCXOOUTh OT I'pyan
6C3ILLIXEIHHO JIEXKAIEro Teja.

HuxkTo He mocmen u3aath Jaxe 3BYKa, [I09TOMY CTOAJIA JINIIb rp060Ba;1 THUIIKWHA, pa363BJIHCMaH
THUXUM IIIAY€EM U IIMBIFAHBEM HOCA. O,I[HaKO CITYCTA HECKOJIbKO MT'HOBEHMI pasfajicsd MaHUYECKAN
rojaoc HO,I[OCHCBLHCIZ CI/IJILBBI, KOTOPYIO YBEAOMMJII OJUH U3 CJIIYT IIOMECTbA.

— Yro ciayuniocs?! - Ensa CuiibBa UCITyraHO IOTOBOPHWIIA, KAK IEPE €€ JIULOM YXKE Ipel-
CTaJIo JIeKalllee TeJIO ChIHA, TIOKPBITOe COOCTBEHHOM KPOBBIO M OECUMCICHHBIMY CHHSIKaMH. — A-a-
a-a-a-a-a! AxepoH... Moy cbiHOK! MoW Masbii!

CunbBa MoOIVIa JIMIIL 3aBOIUTH OT yKaca U 1neyajiu. En Ka3ajJoChb, 4YTO B 000N MOMEHT ee
cepaue MOKET HE BBIACPKATD TAKYIO 60716. OHa HEMCIJICHHO OITYCTWJIACh Ha KOJICHU MEPE TCJIOM
CblHa, IIPpOAOJIKAA pEBETh U KpU4aTh, CJIOBHO OMBILIICH B arOHUH.

Kamenus Takke, Kak M MaTh MOIJIa JIMIIb IJIaKaTh, MOJISACh Benukoi matepu u SApyaiiiemy
Cgery, 4T0OBI OHM MOMOIJIM CHACTU ee Opara, Toraa Kak AMenust NpoJoikaia CTosITh CBEpXY, a Bce
ee TeJIo COTPSICAJIOCh OT APOXHU. 3yObl CTydanu Apyr o0 Apyra B OCIIEHOM TaHIe, a OHa cama He
MoIJ1a BBIMOJIBUTb HU c10Ba. Kpuku cecTpel 1 MaTepu, TO U A€JI0 3ByYalliye B rojloBe, Ka3ajoch, pas-
pbIBAJIM €€ cep/ilie Ha KYCKH, a JIMLIO OTIIA, YTO BCErJa HEMOKOIEeOMMO, TaK U BOBCE €/1Ba CAEPKUBAIIO
NeyaJIbHbIE CIIE3BI.

— b-Oparuk... IpoCTH... IPOCTH MEHH...

AMeInst He MOIJIa BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOB4, HO B CBOMX MBICJIAAX OHA JIMIIb OECKOHEYHO mpoaoJi-
KaJla U3BBUHATHCA, OJHAKO HUYECTO YK€ HCJIb3 OBLIIO BEPHYTH Ha3al. Henp3s OBLJIO OCTAHOBUTH HU
6CFYIJ_ICC OT APOCTHU TEJIO, HA TOJIKAIOIIUE CO BCEM CHJIBI PYKH, HU TEJIO, YTO JICKAJIO BHU3Y, Ka3aJIOCh
YK€ JAaBHO OCThIBHICC. PoxoBoit IOCTYIIOK... ,HCfICTBHC, KOTOPOEC YK€ HUKOI'lda HE O6epHYTb BCIIATD.

JleMuaH B 3TOT MOMEHT HE MO OTBJIEYbCS] HU Ha MHUI, NIOTOMY ITOCMOTPEB Ha CHJEBLIETO
PAIIOM CTAporo Apyra OH TOJIBKO CJIerKa KMBHYJ B CTOPOHY keHbl. CriycTss MU MUpeliH Mor JIMIb
KHMBHYTb B OTBET, CJIEJOM NIEYaJIbHO MOJHUMASCh M aKKYPAaTHO OJHUMAsI M3HBIBAOIYI0 CUJIBBY, UTO
CJIOBHO TPSIMMYHAS KyKJIa, JIeXKasia BO3JIe Tesla ChIHa, He CIIOCOOHAs ake MOIIEBEIUThCS.

— AXCpOH... MOH MaJIbuHK... — CHjIbBa MOIVIA JIMIIL OECCHIILHO CMOTPETb Ha 663ILBIX8.HHOC
TEJIO CbIHA, ITIOKa MHpeﬁH YHOCHIJI €€ BCE OAJIbIIC, TOIld KaK €€ CepALeC C KaKIbIM MTHOBEHHUEM OMII0Ch
BCe caadee U TKellee.

B aToT MOMEHT ABrycTo yXke HeMeUIeHHO cKasas Mupeliny Hectu CuiibBy B Jla3aper, Opo-

CHBIIIUCH CJIEIOM 32 HUM. Y Hee ObUIM MPU3HAKM HEPBHOTO CPBIBA, IO3TOMY TPeOOBAIMCh CPOUHbIC
NENCTBUS.
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Buibrenibm ke ocrajcs CTosATh Heraeko ot Jlemuana, criesist 3a TeM, 9ToObl HUKTO K HEMY He
noaxoAws U He Memmain. OH Jaxe oTTaiui miadyiyio Kamenuio nogasisiiie, ocTaBisisi OTIA U ChIHA
OIHUX.

AXepoH MeJIEHHO M YCTaJIo MPUOTKPBUT CBOM 1a3a. OH Jiekasl U cMOTpest Ha He00, HO BMECTO
00JIaKOB, HOUHBIX 3BE3/1, WM SIPKUX JIy4el COJHIIA €r0 BCTPETHIIA JIMIIb Oe3rpaHnvHasi TeMHoTa. He
ObLIO a0COIOTHO HUYETO, U J]ake TOBEPTEB IOJIOBOM €ro MpOJ0JIKAT OKPYKaTh JIMIIb OJUH TOJIBKO
MpaK.

— JIomKHO OBITH 51 yMep... — AXEpOH MOT JIMIIb THXO MPOrOBOPUTH, HAOMIOAAS 32 HEU3MEH-
HBIM BH/IOM OKPYKaBIlIel €ro TEMHOTBI, OJHAKO B HEM He ObLIO CTpaxa.

B ero rosose, 4To CI0BHO pacKajbIBajiach OT OOJIM, HAYaJIM MOSBIATHCS Pa3pO3HEHHbBIE BOCIIO-
MUHaHHMSI, ¢ KaXKI0H CeKYHIION cOOMpaloIuecs B eIMHYI0 KapTUHY. YepHas KHUra, KOIIMAaphl, yxka-
CalOIME€ MOHCTPBL... U KOHEUHO, MPelaTesIbcTBO cecTpbl. IMEHHO OHO OBUIO CaMbIM OTYETJIMBBIM.
VIMeHHO OHO NPUBEJIO €ro B 3TO TMOJIOE U ITYCTOE MECTO.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa... — AXepOoH MOT JIMIIb OE3yMHO pacCMesIThCS, TIOKa YTpaueHHbIe BOCTIOMU-
HaHUS O KOUIMapax MeJIEHHO BO3BPAIlAIUCh K HEMY, CJIOBHO BIPbI3asiCh B IaMSTh.

[Tpoliuto HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, MPEXk/Ie YeM O0JIb HAKOHEII YIILIa, a AXepOH HECIEIITHO MOJHSIICH,
OJTHAKO OH YYBCTBOBAJI ceOsl Kak-To He Tak. KocTu He joMuiio ot 6oy, He ObIJI0 HU YCTaJIOCTH, HU
roJIofa, OH YyBCTBOBAJ ceOsl... mycThiM. CIIyCTsI MUT, TOCMOTPEB Ha ce0s1, OH MOT TOJIbKO PaCCMESThCSI
erre Oe3yMHee MPeXkKHEro, Be/lb BMECTO Tejla ObLIO JIMIIb YeJIOBEUECKOe OuepTaHe, TAKOE JKe YePHOE,
KaK OKpYXaBIluii ero Mpak. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro BpeMsl HAKOHEI MTPHUIILIO. ..

— BEJIMKAS MATH U IPYAMIIINN CBET! — BHoBb IepeBeisl B3I Ha HeGeca, uTo
Ka3aJlach JIUIIh TEMHBIM TOJIOTHOM, AXEpOH O€3yMHO MPOKPUYAJI, TOrJa KaK OKPYKAIOIN MpaK
COTpsICCS OT POKOTA, UTO Hec B cebe ero rojoc. — [Ipory... mpuMuTe MeHs B CBOE BEJTMKOE IAPCTBO!

AxepoH 6e3yMHO CMesiICs, a U3 €ro IJ1a3, YTO HbIHe ObUTU JIUIIh YePHBIMU JbIPAMU, CTEKAIN
YepHUIbHBIE TIOJIOCHI CJIe3, UTO TYIIE Jake OKPYXKaIIero ero Mmpaka. Ero pyku ObUTH IIMPOKO pac-
CTaBJICHBI, & CaM OH OKH/IAJT BEJIMKUI CBET, YTO MPOOBET 3aBEeCy ThMBI 1 3a0epeT ero B OeccMepTHOe
1IapCTBO — B JIOHO K Benukoil matepu u Apuaitiemy Caery.

Bcio cBOI0 KOPOTKYIO M3Hb OH MOJWICS, Bepu U Hajesnca. OH 3HaJL.. Korjga MpUAET ero
BpeMsl, CBET CITyCTUThCsI, 1 CBETOHOCHBIN OOJIMK Besmkoii Matepyu CHU30MAET K HeMy, IIPU3bIBAs €ro
B CBOM OOBSITUSI M CBOUM HECPABHEHHBIM JINKOM pa3BeHBasi BCIO ThMY.

— Benukas mars u Apuaiiiumii Ceer!

AXepoH BHOBb IPOKPHYAI M CHOBA MPaK COTPSCCA OT POKOTA, HECYIIETrocsl €ro rojiocoM,
OJIHAaKO OH ObLI citadee npeskHero. Cuja ero Mory4ero rojioca, Ka3anoch, Tasjia, Kak Tasia ¥ ero Bepa.

— Benukas mars... Apuaiimmii Ceer... § roTos...

AXepoH MbITAICS] BHOBb TPOKPUYATh, HO BMECTO PeBa, COTPSICAIONIETO MPAK ObLT CIIBIIIEH JIUIIH
THXHIA TOJIOC, €Ba JIU JOHOCSIIMIACS Aaxe 10 ero coOCTBeHHbIX yiiel. Hu Benukas mathb, Hu Apyaii-
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i CBeT He puBeTCTBOBAM ero. OH He CITBIIIAT BOMHCTBEHHBIX OapaOaHOB, IPUBETCTBYIOIIUX €T0
B OECCMEPTHOM IAPCTBE, KaK HE BUIEI €ro JAJIEKOro U BEJIMKOTO CBETa.

— Touemy...? - EnBa AxepoH ycrien 3a/1aTh BOIPOC, KaK IMOJ] er0 HOraMu TYT ke 3a0ypiu
MpakK, CJIOBHO PacXofsiCh B CTOPOHY, OH OTKPBLUT TIOJI COOOM HEBOOOPA3MMBII IO pa3MepaM pPas3jioM.
— Her... He MOXeT 3TOro OBITb...

AXepoH MpogoKal MapuTh HaJA TPEUIMHOM, OJHAKO €ro YepHBIe AbIPhl BMECTO IJIa3 ObLIH
HAIIOJIHEHBI JIMIIb IIIOKOM M OTYassHUEM. becunciieHHble pyKH pa3jM4HbIX MOHCTPOB HEMEIJIEHHO
BBIPBAJIMCh U3 Pa3jiOMa, XBATasACh 32 KAKAYI0 YaCTb €r0 HBIHEIIHETO TeJla, MEVIEHHO YTaCKUBAs €ro
BHU3. Cpen 3TOro GECKOHEYHOro MOTOKA OH BHUJEN M JJIaHW KOIIMAapoB, YTO TPECIIEI0BATA €ro
U JJake TOHKYIO, OJIeTHYI0 PyKy ero COOCTBEHHOM cecTpbl. B3risiHyB B MpauHble TIIyOWHBI, OH MOT
BUJIETD JINIIb OECUMCIIEHHOE KOJMUYECTBO HACEKOMBIX, CJIOBHO OKHMIAIONINX MPEACTOSINEro Mupa u
CTOJIb € MHOT'O€ KOJIMYECTBO MACTEN, KeJIAloIMX Pa3opBarh U MOKPaTh €ro.

— 4 HE TTPU3HAIO TOI'O! TAKOI'O ITPOCTO HE MOJKET BbITb!

AXxepoH 6e3yMHO 3aBOITII, XBaTasICh 32 OHY U3 PYK, Jepikaliyio ero. OH MbITaJiCsl pa3opBarh
ee, HO B ero Tejie He ObUIO HU Karum cuil. Kazanoch, OH HUYEro He MOTr C/eNarh... HUYEro He Mor
U3MEHMTb...

— HEHABWXKY! 1 HEHABNKY BAC BCEX!

BecuucienHbie pyKy MpoaoIKaIn yTaCKUBaTh AXepoHa BCe HUKE U HIKE, B TIIyOUHBI pa3ioMa,
TOT/Ia KaK OH caM JIMIIb 0e3yMHO Kpruaul. OH pelvyaj, pBaJl, OMJT ¥ KycaJiCsi, CJIOBHO 3BEpb U TOJIbKO
TOI/IA, CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT BCE K€ CMOI Pa30pBaTh OJHY U3 PYK, KOTOPYIO TYT k€ 3aMeHuJa
apyras. Teicguu pyK Jep:Kald ero, MUJUIMOHBI IEPXKaIUCh 3a HUMU... U MAJUIMAP/BL... HET... Aaxke
CBEpX TOTO JOKMIAIOCHh B TIIyOMHAxX pa3iomal

— 4 YHUYTOXY BAC! KIIIHYCb, 1 YHUUYTOXY BAC BCEX! s ITPOKJIMHAIO
BAC! — AXxepoH 11akaji KpoBaBBIMH CJIe3aMu, TPoAoskast Tuib 6e3yMHo Kpuuats. — BbI CJIbI-
NTE MEHA?! 1 COKPYIITY BAC! COKPYIITY BAC BCEX! 51 CAM CTAHY BAIIIMM KOIII-
MAPOM!

SIpocTHO Kprua, AXepoH ObLI CIIOCOOEH BBHITSHYTH JIMIIL OJHY M3 CBOMX YK, MPEXIe YeMm
OKOHYATEJIbHO He MICUYE3HYTh B PasjioMe, MPOAOJIKasl TSAHYThCS e K JaleKoMy TeMHOMY HeOy, Toraa
KaK M3 €ro Ijia3 HEOCTAHOBUMO TEKJIM KPOBAaBbIE CJIE3bI.

Ceftyac OH He YyBCTBOBAJI CTpaxa OT BEYHOTO 3aTOUYCHUS B TEMHOTE, He YyBCTBOBAJ OOJM OT
TOr'O, Kak €ro MnoxuparT U pa3pbiBalOT, OH YyBCTBOBAJI... JIMIIb 6€CKOHG‘~IHYIO HEHaBHUCTb.

30J10TOM CBET, HCXOAAIIUNA OT MepraMeHTa, ¢ KakJI0i CeKyHI0M OOBOAKUBAIT TeJI0 AXepoHa
BCE CHJIbHEe, CTAHOBSCh JIUIIH BCE SIpUe C KAKIbIM IMPOWAEHHBIM MUTOM. PaHbl Ha ero Teje mocre-
MIEHHO HAYaJIM 3aTSATUBATHCS, a IIBET JIMIIA BOCCTAHABIIMBATHCS, CTAHOBSICh U3 OJIEIHOTO CJIETKa PO30-
BaThIM.

74



A. MareppamoB. «OTOporeHHast TeHb»

OnHako, YeM po30Bee CTAaHOBWJIOCH JIMIIO AXepoHa, TeM OneJjHee CTaHOBWIICS caM [lemuaH,
CJIOBHO OTHaBasA CBOW XKMU3HCHHBLIC CHUJIbI CBIHY. CHyCT}I BCEro JMiib HECKOJIBKO MFHOBCHI/II;'I, Jaxe
Cp€au €ro Y€pPHLIX, KaK BOPOHOC KPLUIO BOJIOC MMOABUIUCH CEABIC OTTCHKU.

— Ilynsc! 4 yyBcTBYIO ero nysbe U apixanue! OcraHoBuch, [lemuan! — Buubresnsm K aTomy
MOMEHTY YK€ ¥ caM CHJEBLIMI BO3Jie AXEPOHA, TO U JIEJIO IIPOBEPSLI €r0 MYJIbC, JIbIXaHUE U CepLie-
OueHue, U Kak TOJIbKO 3aMETHJI, Cpa3y ke Hadal HeMCTOBO KpUYaTh.

VYernplmaB KpUKY CTaporo apyra, JleMuan mogosxkaain emie OyKBaIbHO MTHOBEHHE, MOCIIE Yero
TYT K€ C CWJIOW OTAEPHYJ PyKY. 30JIOTOM CBET, UCXOASAIIMI OT TIepraMeHTa CJIOBHO BMUT MOTEPST
BCIO CBOIO CHJTY, TYT e HauaB OJISKHYTh C KaX/JI0M CEKyHIOM, TIOKa ero OCTAaTKK He ObLITH MOTJIOICHBI
JeXkaImuM AXEpPOHOM, a caM NIepraMeHT He OOpaTHIICS TIPAXOM.

— TlosToMy 51 ¥ HEHaBMXKY LIEPKOBb... IPOKJATHE. — OCMOTpPEB HEOOJIBIIOE KOJIMYECTBO
CBOMX HOBOOOpPETEHHBIX Ce/IbIX BOJIOC, [leMHraH He MOr He BBIpYraTbcsi, OT4ero Buubrensm jumiib
MOHKMMAIOIIE KUBHYJI, HATSIHYTO YJIBIOHYBIINCH U TSKENO BBIIOXHYB.

[NokauaB rosoBo, 1 3a0bIB O BOJIOCaX, [leMuaH cieioM yke akKypaTHO Iorjiaani Oecco3Ha-
TEJILHOro AXepoHa 1o rojyioBe. HecMoTpst Ha ero cjioBa, OH Bce paBHO ObLIT OECKOHEYHO CYACTIINB, YTO
TOT CMOT BBIKHTb, ITyCTh M TAKON Hemasion 1ieHou. Ceiiuac, MoKa ero JiaJIoHb aKKypaTHO MOoTJIaKuBasia
BOJIOCHI ChIHA, B €r0 IJIa3ax ObUIO JIMIIb COXAJICHUE 3a ero y4yacTb. Ecim Obl AXepoH Tak U orud Ha
ero pykax, To OH Obl TOUHO HE CMOT' CMHPHTBCSI C TIOJOOHOM MOTEepEei.

— 4 otHecy ero otawixaTh U niepegaMm CHIIbBE XOPOIIIUEe HOBOCTH, a ThI TIOKA Pa30epucCh C TEM,
YTO 3JIECh ITPOUBOIILI0. — AKKYPaTHO MOJHSB ChiHA, [leMraH Heme sl Hauasl yXOIUTh.

B stotr MmomeHT B s1a3apete, ABrycto ¢ MupeiHOM JIMIIb TPOAOJIKATIA YHBUIO CU/IETh, pa3MBIIII-
JIs15 HaJ, BCE Meyallblo MPOUCXOIAILET0, KOra CIyCTsl MUT [leMuaH TyT ke 3allies1 BHyTpb, HECS Ha
pykax AxepoHa. CuiibBa e K 9TOMYy MOMEHTY YK€ TUXO clajia, I10CjIe TOro Kak MpUHsIA YCIOKau-
BalOI¥e TPaBbl, KOTOPHI JAaJT e ABOPEIIKHIA, YTOOBI OHA CMOIJIA XOTsI Obl HEMHOTO PacCliaOUThCs, B
MIPOTUBHOM Clly4yae TepekMBaHKs MO Obl 1axe yOUTh ee.

— ABrycro, MupeiiH, npoliy cieaure 3a MOei CeMbeid, a s TIoKa pa3depych, YTO MPOU3OILIO.
— He naB BCTaBUTH U CI0Ba MOAHSABIIEMYCs 1yd3Ty, demuan yoequBmch, uto CuibBa 1 AXepoH
B MOPSIJIKE TYT K€ BBIIIEN 3a IBEPh, TOrAAa Kak ABIYCTO B CBOIO OUEpe/ib ykKe HeMeyis moadexal K
AXepoHy, CIIEIITHO HaYaB MPOBEPSTh €0 COCTOSTHHE.

OH 6oJ1bIlle HIYEro He cMor Obl c/ieJIaTh, MPONOIDKAst CUJIETh B 9TOW KOMHATe U CMOTPETh Ha
CBOIO CEMBIO. ABT'YCTO €IMHCTBEHHBII KTO pa30MpaeTcs B JIEKapCTBaX M TPaBax CPEeJIH CIIYT TIOMECThs,
MO3TOMY B CJTydae JIeTKHMX MpoOieM OH pazOepeTcsi caM, Toraa Kak eMy cCaMoMy HYKHO pa300parhcs
C MPUYMHON MaieHus1 AXepoHa.
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I'nasa 17. Ileuausn, 00JIb... BO3HECEHHE.

JleMuaH BCKOpe MpauHO BEpHYJICsA OOpaTHO K MECTy NaJeHus1 AXEepPOHa, Iie K STOMY MOMEHTY
BuuteresnsM yxke pasroBapuBail ¢ JIucoi, yeil A3bIK 3aruieTasncs yepes Kaxjaoe cioBo. [laxe ceiiuac
OHa BCe ellle He OTOlLIa OT II0Ka, KOTOPBII UCIbITaNIa, a €€ ToJI0C TO U JIeJI0 HEMPOU3BOJIbHO JPOXKAJL.

Kamemmsa xe CcuJeci1a HEJAJIEKO OT MECTa, I'A€ C€IIE HEAABHO JIEKaJl AXCpOH. Ee no cux nop
CJIETKa TpACJIO, a OHa caMa IMPOAOJIIKaIa TUXO IVIAKATh, TO U ACJIO MOITIAAbIBAS Ha HeOOJIBIIIOE KOJIU-
YECTBO KpPOBH, OCTAaBHIECCCA Ha IOJIY.

— Y0 310€Ch NpOon301LI0 4epT BO3bMU?! AXepoH crioTkHyJIcsA?! Vnn notepsist co3HaHUe MoKa
criyckainics?! — Ilopoiias, lemuaH TyT e Havas 3a7aBaTh OMH BOIPOC 3a JPYIUM, IMOIVIsAbIBAs
cHauasia Ha JIucy, a norom n Ha Kamenuio. XoTs1 OH BHUMaTeIbHO CMOTPEJ Ha ABYX JIEBYILEK, BOIIPOC
Ha Jiesie ObUT Iipe/iHa3HaueH Oosiblie Buutbreabmy.

VYenpimas ronoc otia, Kamenust Moriia TobKo B3IISIHYTh Ha MECTO, I71e 0JKHA Oblla CTOSITh ee
cecTpa, OJIHAKO TaM YyXe HUKOro He Oputo. OHa Jake He 3aMeTH/Ia B KAKOH MMEHHO MOMEHT AMeIust
yIIUIa, OJIHAKO Ha Jiesie Obla Jake pajia TAKOMY pacKJjianay, 60sCh TOro, YTO B MIPUCTYIIE SIPOCTH MOT
OBl ceJIaTh OTell.

— HeMI/IaH... Awmenus... oHa... — Kak Tonbpko BuiibreiisM Hauaj KojaeOaThCsl B CBOMX CJIOBAXx,
TO U JCJIO IbITASACh KaAK MOJXHO MAI'Y€ BbIPA3UTBLCA, HCMI/IB.H YK€ BCC IIOHAJI, a4 €ro CEPALC TAKEIIO
cadaBujia 11€4ajb.

Eme xorga oH TOJIBKO HpI/I6bIJI, TO YK€ TOrJd 3aMETUJI HAMCKH Ha HE COBCEM ITPOCTOC IMaJICHUEC.
IToBenenue neBoUYeK TOXKe OBLIO HAOBOJIbHO CTPAHHBIM, OOHAKO OH HE AyMaJI O HAUXYyAIIEM BAPpUAHTEC,
Hag€AChb, YTO XOTA OBl 34€Ch UHTYHUHA €T0 NOABEILT... HO OH ormoacs.

Bunbrensm ke Tak 1 He cTaj AOTrOBApUBATDH YKACHBIC BECTU. OHu ObUTH 3HAKOMEI C ,HCMI/IaHOM
YK€ OY€Hb JABHO, ITO3TOMY OH MOT' Cpa3y IIOHATb, UYTO €ro ApYyr YK€ BCE U TAK IMOHAI 0€e3 JIMIITHUX
CJIOB.

— 3auem oHa 310 caenana...? Kak oHa Moria mocTynurh Tak nomio...? CoOCTBeHHOro Opara...
— JleMuaH MpOrOBOPHJI TaK TUXO, CJIOBHO 0OpaIIajics Wb K ceOe, a He KOMY-TTHOO U3 HaXOISIIIUXCSI
3aech. OIHAKO B KPOMEIITHON THINMHE, OKPYXaBIIEH BCEX, €ro CJIOBa BCE PABHO ObLIA OTYETIMBO
CJIBIIIIHBI KQXKJJOMY TTPUCYTCTBYIOIIIEMY.

Bunbrensm Hudero He CKa3saJl, IMIIb II€YaJIbHO Kadyas rosioBoil. Ero moiryanue ObUIO Kak OTBe-
TOM, TaK U HE3HAHUEM. OH u caM He IIOHMMaJI, KaK MOXXHO OBLIO TAK MOCTYIIUTD. Amennsa n KaMCJ'II/IH,
MapKyc u AXCpOH, OHH BCE€ POCIIK HA €ro ITla3aX, OH U CaM CYHUTAJl UX pOAHBIMU, TOTOBBIN OTIaTb
7KU3HDb 3a UX 3allIUTYy. On He IMOHUMaAJI, YTO MOIJIO CIIOABHUTHYTb Amenmio Tak MOCTYIUTb... IOCTYIIUTH
Tak I104J10, KOrga KaK JaXXE OH CaM, HE 6y,I[y‘~II/I HX POOHBIM I'OTOB OBLT OTHAaTh 3a HUX JXM3Hb.

— Kamemus... — Tuxo ImpouIenrTas, ,HCMI/IaH MOT JIMIIb IEPEBECTU B3IJIAL HA CUAANIYIO HETIO-
AAJICKYy 10Yb, TOTAd KaK IJId nnaqymeﬁ ACBYIIKHA 9TU CJIOBA 3BYyYaJIU CJIOBHO paCKaTbl 'poMa. Omna TYT
7K€ TTOAHAJIA 3aIllVTAKAHHBIC IT1a3a U IMOCMOTPEIa Ha OTHA, OOHAKO YiKE CIIYCTA CEKYHAY CTBIAJIMBO UX
OIIyCTWJIA, JINIb ITPOAOJIKAA CIIYIIATh €TO0 TUXHUC U IIEYAJIbHBIC CJIOBA. - Ckaxu MHE... rac 4 ommmocs?
Yro g cnenan He Tak? 3a YTO BHI TaK MOCTYIUJIN CO CBOUM 6paTOM...?

76



A. MareppamoB. «OTOporeHHast TeHb»

— D-310 AMenusl... s Hu4ero He... — EnBa ycrbimas otia, Kamenus TyT jxe NOAHSAB B3IJISA]
CITEIITHO 3arOBOPHJIA, CTApasCh OOBSICHUTD, KaK BCe OBLIO HA CAaMOM JIelie, HO JAaxke Tpex/e, YeM OHa
ycreJsia IoroBOpUTh, [lemuan yxe B30pBajicsl B HEUCTOBOM KpPHKE.

— 3akpoii cBoit port!

Tonbko HeaBHO JlemMuaH Ka3ajcs CIIOKOWHBIM, OTHAKO CIIOKOWCTBUE 3TO OBLIO JIUIIIb HAITYCK-
HeIM. Ero peB 3actaBun Kamenuio TyT ke 3aMOJIKHYTb, TOT/Ia KaK OHA caMa JIMIIb UCITyTaHHO 3a/1pO-
kKaJjla, He OCMEeJIMBAsICh HUYErO TOBOPUTb.

OT cTOJh TPOMOTTIACHOTO KPHKa Aaxke JIuca ucrmyraHHo Nmoekusach, 605ch, 4To JleMuan MoxkeT
BBITUIECHYTb 3JI0 HA TIPOCTOM CITy)KaHKe, BMECTO POIHbIX nouepei. Jlnib Buitbresasm He ObuT HIUEM
yAUBJIeH, Belb OH 3HAJI, YTO MOKA3aHHOE paHee CIIOKOMCTBUE OBbUIO JIMIIL MACKOW CIEpKUBAeMOM
SIPOCTH | Tiedayid. Yero yx Tam... Jaxe OH caM cefvac B MeYaiu U sIpOCTH.

— 4 3apan TebGe BoIpoc, a Thl TOBOPHUIIL MHE TTpo Amenuio! XoTena cka3aTh, YTO HUYETo He
nenana, a?! — CtucHyB 3yObl, [leMuaH yxe spocTHO nofonien k Kamenvu, mogHumas ee peIBKOM C
T0J1a ¥ CMOTPSI TIPSIMO B ee 3arUlaKaHHbIe U UCITyTaHHbIe I71a3a. — B TOM TO U /1e/10, 4TO Thl HUYEro
He nenana! Thl, UAMOTKA, CIOCOOHAS JIWIIH MOJPaXaTh CBOEH CecTpe, COrIalasch ¢ KakI0u ee TIy-
MOCTHIO, JOXO/SINEH. .. TIOXOAIIel 10 adcypaa u OpatoyouiicTsa!

Kamenus He Mora HM HauaTh pbLIaTh, OKa JleMHUaH MpogossKall ee AepkaTh, Kpyuda ed IpsMo
B JIMLIO, BBIMEIasi BECh THEB, 3JI0CTh M HEBBIHOCUMYIO IIe4allb, UTO CHEZAAJA €ro.

— Twt 3Haemb, yTo TBOM Muammuil O6par 6onen? — [yboko B3/10XHYB, [eMuaHn crapascs
3a7aTh BOMPOC CMOKOWHO, OJHAKO JPOXb B €ro ToJIoCe BCe PaBHO BbIaBaja ero spocTh. Tem He
MeHee BUjIs, uTo Kamenus mpogomkaeT MoT4aTh OH MOT OH JIMIIIb B IPOCTH YAAPHUTH €€ TIO IIeKe. —
Ortgeuaii! Thl 3HaeIIIb, YTO TBOM MJIAAIIHIA OpaT OoeH?!

[Tocne nomeunnsl, Kamenusi BCKpUKHYIA, OAHAKO BUAS OYEPETHOM 3aMax OTIia, OHa MOIJia
JIMIIIb TIAHUYECKU 3aKUBaTh, CTAPasiCh BRITOBOPUTH CJIOBA CBOMM 3aILIETAIOIIUMCS OT CTpaxa s3bIKOM.

— 3Haro... 51 3Ha1... — Kamenus ropbKo 1iakasa, B Jylie IpOKINHAs AMEJHIO 32 €€ IIOCTYIOK
1 32 c1abocTh, KOTOPYIO OHA MPOsIBIIIA, COekKaB OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, XOTs caMa ObljTa pajga 3ToMy
napy MUHYT Ha3a]l.

— Torza Tbl, HABEpHOE, 3HAEIIIb, YTO EMY OCTAJIOCh JKUTh HECKOMIBKO JieT? — [locie ciioB oTia
Kamenust HeoyMeHHO OCMOTpesia Ha Hero, OJJHAKO OH He JaJl ef BCTABUTH U CJIOBA, JIUIIb IPOJIOJ-
*kast roBOpUTh. — OH MeUIEHHO YMHPAET... C CAMOTO CBOETo pokaeHHs. OH... OH IPOCTO CTHUBAET
32)KMBO M3HYTPU... AXEpOH... MO OeTHbI MATBUYMK YMHUPAET, U sI HE CIIOCOOEH... HE CIOCOOEH eMy
HUYEM [TOMOYb...

C kaxapiM clIoBoM rosioc Jlemuana ciaben Bce CuilbHee, a ero spocTh MOTyXalla Takke ObICTpO,

KaK 1 pasropajach. K KOHIIY MPEAJIOKECHUA €ro rojioC, Ka3ajloCb, COBCEM CEJI, 4 OH CaM MOT JIMIIb
TAXKEIIO OIMYCTUTHCA Ha KOJICHU M 3allIaKaThb.
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Busbresism ke B 3TOT MOMEHT CTOsUT KaK CTaTysl, OJHAKO eABa JIU CAePKUBAs MOACTYNUBIIUI
K €ro ropiy Kom, B To BpeMsi Kak Jluca juiib B cTyrnope oOaymbIBajia cKazaHHoe OapoHOM. TeMm He
MEHee CJIE3bI JIMIIb TPOJOIKAIIM CTEKATh U IO ee JIULLY.

Omna HaOmogaia He OVH Tof1 32 AXepOHOM, U He MOIJIa IOBEPUTh, UTO JIMIIIb €Ille Yepe3 mapy
JIET €0 yKe KIeT cMepTb. BcroMuHast ero KpacHerolee JIMIo, COKPITOe CTECHEHHE U TIPOChOy BIEep-
BbI€ 32 MHOTHME TOJIbl HA3bIBATh €ro M0 MIMEHM, OHA TIPOCTO HE MOIJIa CliepKaTh MeYay.

JlemMuaHn GoJtbliie HUYEro He CKa3aJl, JIMIIb YCTAJIO MOJTHUMASCh U HAMIPABJISSICh OOPATHO B CTO-
pony nazapera. Ceifuac OH IMPOCTO XOTeJ MOOBITH C KeHOW U cbiHOM. Kak oTelr oH mpocTo ObLT 00s13aH
MPOBECTH BMECTE MOCJIEHUE TOIbl )KU3HU CBHIHA... KAK OTEI| OH MPOCTO ObLT 00sI3aH ClieaTh BCe...
BCE UTO TOJILKO MOJKET.

Kamenus xe ceffuac Tak ¥ BOBCE JIUILb IIPOAOJ/IKAJIA CTOATh B CTYIOPE... JAXKE KOIJAd CUILyIT
YAQJISIOIIETOCs OTLA pa3MbLICs OT clle3, TeKyIIUX U3 ee ri1a3. Ho gaxe Tak... oHa TO U JIeJ10 BCIIOMU-
HaJla KaXIylo TaKOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHU C CECTPOM BBHITBOPSUIM HaZl AXEpOHOM M IO TIPUYMHE, 1 Oe3.

CKBO3b ClIe3bl, ITIS/1S1 HA CHJTYST OTLIA, OHA MOIJIa 3aMETHTh, HACKOJIBKO CJIa0bIM OH Ka3aJics
el certuac. OH OBUT TAKMM MOTYYHM JIsl HEe, CJIOBHO CIIOCOOHBIM Ha BCeE... OJJHAKO OH BCE PaBHO
OCTABAJICS JIMIIIb YETIOBEKOM... YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHI HE MOKET CIACTH Jjake CBOEro chiHa. Kaxmyio
HOYb 3TO, CJIIOBHO MYYMJIO €rO, MOATAYMBAsS €ro BOJIO, ITOKA €ro MOI'Y4Mi rojioc M HeyaepKuMast
MOXOJIKa He 0cnaldia, gaBasi CROOOAY CACPKUBAEMOMY OTYASTHUIO U CJTA00CTH.

Kpome ynansiommerocs [lemuana, Bce Tak U CTOSITM HA CBOMX MECTaX, a MbICIIM ¥ BOCIIOMHUHA-
HUS TO W JIEJIO MTPOKPYUYMBAIUCH B UX TojioBax. Ha Mecte ocraBanmace Kamenus, 9ro mMoria JIMIib
HEBepsIIe CMOTPETh CIIOBHO ObI B ITYCTOTY, BCIIOMHUHAST KX IbIi MOMEHT, POBEICHHBIN C MJIa T
Oparom, cpelii KOTOPBIX He ObUIO HU OTHOTO MOJIOKUTENbHOr0. C caMoro ero poxaeHHs OHU C CeCT-
PO¥ HEeB3ITIOOWITN €0, Oe3 MPUUYHHBL... IPOCTO TaK... POCTO TaK...

Busnbresism npojoska CTosiTh, JUIIb BCIOMUHAS MAJTIOTKY AXEpOHA... BCIIOMUHA MOMEHTHI,
KOIJIa OH TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO HAY4HJICSI TOBOPUTD, Ha3biBasi ero Asaeil Buabsressmom. BenomuHas, kak
OH BIIEpPBBIC MMOHSIT ACPEBAHHBIA MeY, ¥ KaK BIIEPBbIE OPOCHIT €0, He CIIOCOOHBIN yIepkKaTh.

Crosua u Jluca, KoTopast IycTh ¥ He JI0JIr0, HO BCe paBHO BUJIENa, Kak pacter AxepoH. Hukoro
6onee yucToro u JOOporo oHa He BcTpevana. OH ObLT CIIOBHO YHCTHI, HE 3arps3HEHHBIN OKPYKalo-
MM 37I0M SIPKHIA IIBETOK. Ero MOkHO OBUTO ObI IOMPOCUTH TIOMOIIH B YeM YTOTHO. .. A0COTIOTHO 000
BCEM... M OH Obl BCE PABHO MOMOT. A KaK MOXHO He TIOMOYb? — 3TO TO, YTO OH CKa3aJl il OTHAXIbL.

OcraBasiach Ha MeCTe ¥ OMHOKO IUIavylast JAeByIIKa, CIpATABIIAsICA MO KPOBAThIO B KOM-
HaTe HaJl JIeCTHULIEH. [IeByIlKa, 4To ciblaia Kaxkaylo OyKBY, Kak0€ CJIOBO IPOU3HECEHHOE IPSIMO
0] TEM MECTOM, TJie OHa Jexaya. CBepHyBIIasics B KIIyOOK OHA MOIVIA JIMINb IUIAKaTh U APOKATb.
Oma OBl Tak XOTeJa BCe BEPHYTh Ha3aJl... IOCTYNHUTh MHAUYE, HO pa3Be He KaX[blid MeuTaa O TakoM?
BepHyTbcsl Ha3al ¥ OCTYIUTD 10-APYTOMY OCOOEHHO TOT/ja, KOrja OUIMOKa, COBEpIIEHHAs! TOOOM. ..
MeHsIeT JKU3HU Jmoaedt. Ho pa3Be MOXeT YesioBeK... MPOCTOM YesIOBeK... ObITh Ha TaKOe COoCOOeH?

AXepoH Me/IJIEHHO TOHYJI, CJIOBHO HaXo[sCh B OECKOHEYHOM Kolmape. becunciieHHble pyku
YyIOBUIIl Pa3PBIBAJIM €T0 TEJIO CHOBA U CHOBA. becuriciieHHble ypoasMBbie U 3y0acThle TacTh HEUCTOBO
KycaJld €ro, pBaji, *eBaiu U miotanu. OIHAKO OH CHOBAa U CHOBA MOSIBJISUICS BHOBb, CKOBAaHHBIN
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PYKaMHU YyJIOBHII], BBIHYK/ICHHbII JIMIIIb BHOBb OBITh PA30PBAHHBIM U MTPOIJIOUEHHBIM. BeCKOHeUHbIN
KPYTrOBOPOT IUICHIYIIETO OTYasHUS, 00U U 37I00BI.

becuncnennsie riaa3a CMOTPEJIN HA HEIo0 C HCHABUCTBIO U APOCTBIO, CJIOBHO UX 3aKJISATBIA Bpar
HAKOHCEII OKa3aJICA B UX MpaqHOfI oourtea. MHOXeCTBO Pa3/IMYHbIX HACEKOMBIX IMTUTAJIOCh €TI0 I1JI0-
TbIO, CJIOBHO HEHACBITHBIC OHU IMOXHUPATIX €0 BHOBb M BHOBb... CHOBA M CHOBA.

— HenaBuky...

Teno AxepoHa ObLJIO BHOBb Pa30pBaHO, MPOIJIOUEHO W TOTJIONIEHO. JIUIIb MUT OCTaBajics y
HEro Ha OCO3HaHWe TOTO, YTO C HUM MPOUCXOAMT. JIMIIIb 3TOr0 MHra XBarajio eMy, YTOObl CKa3aTh
OJIHO €AMHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO.

— HenaBuky...

N3 mura B mur. CHOBa 1 cHOBA. JIUIlIb OJHO CJIOBO CIETAJIO C €r0 YCT, IPEXKIE YEM KPyTOBOPOT
BHOBb HaUHET CBOW OECKOHEYHBIM IUKJ. JIMIIb 3TOT MUT MOT pa3opBaTh KPYroBOpPOT, pa3pyIIUTh
LIMKJI, HO CHOBA... JIMIIb OJTHO U TOXE CJIOBO CHOBA M CHOBA IIPOJOJIKAJIO CJIETATH C €0 YCT...

— HenaBuky...

AXepoH He 3HaJI CKOJIbKO MPOIILIO BpeMeHu. Ka3aioch BEeUHOCTb... a MOXET Jiib MUr? BaxHo
u 3107 Her... Beib Ba)XHO, Ka3aJ10Ch, JTULIb OJHO...

— Henasucrs...

He nporio u mMura, Kak BMecTe CO CIAEAYIOIIMME CJIOBaMH, BBILIEIIIUMH C €r0 YCT, AXepoH
BHE3AITHO paclaxHyI I71a3a, MbUIAIoIIUE OT sipocTi! MUr, OTBeEHHbIN €My, CJIOBHO 3aCThLUI, & AaJIeKO
HaBepXy, MpayHOe TEMHOE HeOO Pa3oIlIoCch B CTOPOHBI, IPOITYCKask CKBO3b ce0sl HEMCTOBBIN 30710-
TOU CBET, CHUCXO[SIIMI MPSIMO B Pas3sioM, UTO KaK paHa Ha 3eMJie, 10 CHX MOp He 3aTsSHYJICS OKOH-
YaTeJIbHO.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa! — Buas 310, AXepoH MOT TOJIBKO PacXOXOTaTbCsl Kak CyMacHIeIIInH,
TOT/Ia KaK ero JIMIO YXe UCKa3uIoch B 0e3yMHOM OCKajie. MUT yke TIPOIIel...

30J10TO# CBET TYT e OMBLT €r0 TeJIO0, OTTOHSIS ThbMY, MpaK 1 uyaoBHill. Tem He MeHee Jake ero
COOCTBEHHOE TEJIO CEMYAC CJIOBHO IUIABMJIOCH OT MOIIM, YTO HECET B Ce0E ITOT CBET, OAHAKO OH JIMIIIb
MIPOJOJIKaJ OE3yMHO CMESAThCSI, TSI/ Tya, OTKY/a UCXOIUT CTOJI0 Meplaolnero 300Ta. Ero riasa
MbUIAJIA. .. Ka3aJoch, oHU ropAt! Ho mgaxke Tak... OH BCe paBHO MPOJOIKAJl CMOTPETh U PACKaTHCTO
cMmesaTees!! On OblT HermokoneOum! ! !

C KaX/IbIM MPOIIEIMM MTHOBEHHEM CBET CTAHOBUJICS JIMIIb CUJIbHEE, & €r0 TeJIO IPOJIOIKAIIO
TUIABUTHCSL. .. KA3aJI0Ch, CITYCTSI MHT OT HErO He OCTAHETCs aOCOIOTHO HIYETO, HO OH JIMIIIb IIPOOJIKAIT
Oe3yMHO CMesIThCS... M JKJIaTh. BpeMms ellie He MPHIILIO... OH CIOCOOEH MPOIEePKATHCS ellle HEMHOTO.

HpOH_UIO clIc JIMb MIHOBEHHE, 1 B LIEHTPE cTo10a 30JI0TOrO CBETA AX@pOH HaKOHE CMOT

YBUZIETb TO, Y€r0 OH TaK AOJITO XJajl... Pyka cHU3oILIA U3 IeHTpa OECKOHEYHO JajieKOro CBETa,
MPOTSIHYBIIMCh BHA3 JJO CAMOT'0 PasjioMa... IITyOHH Mpaka!
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Be3ymHbIl cMeX CJIeIoM BBIPBAJICS M30 €ro pTa, HO OH He CMeJT MEUIUTh, MONIPHITUBAst U30
BCEX CHJI, B TO BpeMsI KaK 30JI0Tasi pyKa CJIOBHO OJKMJABINAs Yero-To, TYT e MPUTSHYJIACh K HEMY.
CXBaTUBIIKCH 32 TIPOTSIHYTYIO BBEPX PYKy AXepoHa, OHa HeMe/LIsl TIOHEeCIa €ro HaBepX, BHITACKUBASI
13 OECKOHEYHO-TTyOMHHOTO MPaKa U ThMBI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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