ed

-

-

JlaHapPeMeHIoBa”




JleMOHBI

Jlana PemeH1iioBa

Muxen

«ABTOp»
2026



Pemennona JI. A.
Muxeir / JI. A. PemennioBa — «ABtop», 2026 — (JleMOHBbI)

Muixeii rieBath X0oTes1 Ha uepapxuio. [Iponomkenue mukia: «JIeMoHbl», Kak 1

OH caM, JIOJKeH ObUT B30pBaTh YCTOSIBIIUICS MopsAaoK. Jemon? Ila. Ho nemoH ¢
MPUHIMIIAMU. AJICKME KOJIEKCh uecTu ero cmenmid. [Toka crapiive 1eMoHbI T1ed
uHTpUru, Muxei TpeHupoBaicsa. He mis Bnactu, a ais ce0s.Ero kpacora nakyoa
OTKpbIBaJa JI0ObIe ABEPU, HO OH MPEANIOYNTal TPoOMBaThCs crio. M Bepui, 4To
OH BCE XK€ BOMHCTBEHHBIN JIEMOH, TaK KakK MPOBET HeMasio OOEB B aay. BiacTs?
Emy xBaTasio yBaxkeHHs TeX, KTO BUJIEI B HEM He TTPOCTO KPACHUBYIO 0OO0JIOUKY.
Jlotmdep, cam Bnaapika ajga, norisiasiBai Ha Muxes ¢ uaTepecoM. JIbsiBony
SIBHO Hajioes1a MpeAcKa3yeMoCTh aJckux OyaHen. OmHaxapl, Muxei ciydaiiHO
3a0pén B ropon Tereit. Tam, B ero rimyOMHAxX, OH HAIIEN HEYTO. .. kuBoe. He mymny
IpeliHrKa, a 4YT0-TO COBEPIIIEHHO MHOe. HeuTto, 4To 3acTaBUiIo €ro yCOMHUTBCS BO
BCEM, BO 4TO OH Bepril.OH 3HaJI, 4To Bragpika He onoOput ero moodomnsitcTBa. Ho
Muxei Ob11 OyHTapEM, M He MOT ITPOCTO 3aKPBITh IJ1a3a Ha TO, UYTO YBHUJEI.

© Pemenrosa JI. A., 2026
© Astop, 2026
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Jlana PemennoBa
Muxen

IIpoJior

Muxeii, MOJOIOW OTIPBICK JAEMOHMYECKOTO poa, POXIEHHBI BHe Opaka or BonOpawna,
AeMoHa, 060ocHOBaBILerocs cpeau moaei B Jloprusione. Ero cBogHas cectpa, Mupa, Teneps cyrpyra
KaBuHa, eluHCcTBEHHOro HaceHUKa BepxoBHoro qemona MopuHa.
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Boreit aackux cuil, BHEIIHOCTh MUXesl peACTaBiisijia cOO0M HEYTO MPOMEKYTOUHOE MEKIY
MHKYOOM M BOMHCTBEHHBIM JIeMOHOM. He nOTSruBasi HM 10 OJHOTO U3 9THX PAHIOB, aJl ONpPEIenI
eMy pOJIb JIMYHOTO TesnoxpaHuTens KaBuHa.
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Braropapst cxoxkemy Bo3pacTy ¥ 0OOIIMM HHTepecaM, TIEMOHBI OBICTPO cOMM3UHch. K Tomy xe,
KaBuH, Oyayun CHIIBHBIM M YMEJIBIM BOMHOM, HECMOTPsI Ha IOHBII BO3pAcT, HE 0CO00 HYKIAICS B
Tesoxpanutese. Takum obpazom, y Muxest HOSIBUIOCh MHOTO CBOOOTHOTO BPEMEHH.

Jhotudep, y3naB 00 3ToM, nopyunst Muxero JUYHOE 3aJaHue, C KOTOPBIM TOT C OTTYIINTEb-
HBIM TPECKOM MpoBaIWiIcs. [IpsBOJ, C HAYaJla pa3rHEBaBIIMCh, B UTOTE POCTHUII €TO.

B nocnenHee Bpems B ajly MPOU30IIUIO MHOKECTBO HEBEPOSTHBIX COOBITUM, BKJIIOYAsH Criace-
HHe caMoro ajga. B pesysbrare, al pemmi Bce-Taku caenarh Muxest ”HKyOOM, HAaCJIeTHUKOM TIPEk-
HEro BepXOBHOTro MHKyOa PuanHa. JleMOH, BHOBb MPOSIBUB CTPOINTHBOCTb, HE COMIACHIICS C 3THUM
peleHreM 1, BOCIOJb30BaBIIUCh apTedakToM «Ceplie xaoca», coexan u3 ajaa depe3 o3epo Ilpe-
oOpaxenus. K yauBiieHHIO, 03epo GJIarOBOJIWIIO IOHOMY JIEMOHY M HE OTJIAI0 OOpaTHO ajay, a repe-
MECTHJIO Ha Kpaii CBeTa, B 3a0pOIIEHHBIN ropof DJIepaHTUl, paclioIOKEHHBIN rocpen OecKpaiiHeit
nomvHbl. 3adem? Ha 3Ti BOpock I0HOMY JIEMOHY MPUAETCS caMOMYy HalTu oTBeThl. MHKyOam He
JaHO VICKPEHHE JOOUTb, 2 BOMHCTBEHHBIM JEMOHaM — JaHo. Tak KTo e Ha camoM jenie Muxeii?
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I'maBa 1
Ilouck ceds

DepaHTUH BCTPETUJI IEMOHA TUILIMHOM U 3arycTeHueM. KameHHble 31aHus, KOoraa-To BeJye-
CTBEHHBIE, TeTepb 3MsUTH MPOBAJIAMK OKOH, OyITO IMycThle Ia3sHUIpL. [TblTbh U MeCOK, BEYHBIE CITyT-
HHKH 3a0BEHNs1, TIOKPBHIBAJIM YITUILIBI TOJICTHIM CJIoeM. BeTep, TyiisBImii Mesx 1y pyrH, 3aBbIBaJ Kajlo0-
HbIE [IECHU O OBUIOM BEJIMUUM ropoza. Muxei, OrisiIbIBasich 110 CTOPOHAM, YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 UyKaKOM
B 3TOM MEPTBOM MHMpe. 3anax 3alyCTeHUst U CHIPOCTU IEKOTal HO3JPH, HAIOMHHAsA O OPEHHOCTH
BCETO CYLIETO.

JleMoH, He 3Has, Ky/la ITH, IPOCTO IBUHYJICA BIIEpEN, Hayra]| BblOMpas HanpasieHue. OH Opén
II0 Y3KAM YJIOYKaM, BCMaTpHUBasCh B MOJTypa3pylleHHbIE (hacasl IOMOB. B HEKOTOpPBIX MECTax eIe
MO>KHO OBUIO Pa3IM4UTh OCTATKU (PPECOK M JISTHUHBI, CBU/IETEJIbCTBOBABILIMX O OBUIOM BEJTMKOJICITHU
DnepaHTus. B Ipyrux — 3usu OrpoMHbBIE JBIPHI, IPOOUTHIE, BEPOSITHO, BpEMEHEM HMJTA HEBEIOMOM
KaracTpodon.

BHe3arnHo ero BHUMaHWe NPUBJIEKIIO clladoe MepLaHKe, UCXOJMBIIEE U3 OJHOIO U3 3/1aHUH.
[MprOMM3KUBIIMCEH, JEMOH YBHUIEI, YTO 3TO OblIa HEOOIbINAs JIABKA, Yy/IOM YIIEJIeBIIasi CPEi PYHUH.
BHyTpu ropena Tyckias cBeuya, OCBEILAs bUIBHBIE MOJIKH, 3aCTaBJIEHHbIE BCEBO3MOXHBIMU apTe(pak-
TaMH ¥ JUKOBUHHBIMH TIpeJMETaMH. 3a MPUJIABKOM, CTOPOMBIIIMCH, CHAEN CTAPUK C AJIMHHOW Ce1on
60poaoH, paccMaTPUBABIINI KAKON-TO CTAPUHHBIA MaHYCK PUIIT.

— 30paBCTBYM, ITyTHUK, — IPOU3HEC CTAPUK, OTOPBABLINCH OT YTEHUS. — JlaBHO B DiiepaHTUA
He 3arIsAbIBIM rocTy. Uto mpuBeso Teds1 B 3TOT 3a0bITHIE Gorom ropon?

Muxeit OMEINII, a TIOCJIE IIPOU3HEC:

— 41... a mpocTto noreps JOpory.

Crapblil YeJIOBEeK MOMBITAJICS M300Pa3UTh MOA00HE YIIBIOKH.

— [onunmaro. Henocmyminblii 6ec€HOK, yOexkaBIHiA OT peJHAYSPTAHHOTO.

JleMoH ObLI MOpakeH:

— Kak BbI y3HA/IN?

CrapuK OTKaNUISICS U TUXOHBKO 3aCMESUICS B Ceftyto Oopony.

— Jla TaK, 1 — U3rHaHHUK U3 pas, naammi a"res. [1o Kakon-To HeBeJOMOW IPUYKMHE HE MoIall
B IIPEUCTIOJHIOI0, a OUYTWIICA 3[ECh U OCTaJICA. 31€Ch MOsl y4acTb M BEYHOE CyllecTBOBaHUE. Bor
TOJIbKO Haka3aHus He u3dexai. Ctapero. TeOs, moxoxe, TOXe YTO-TO 371€Ch KAET. A BOT UTO UMEHHO,
HE MOTY CKa3aTb.

— 3HauuT, 3TO HE Halle BpeMA? — U3yMUJICS JEMOH.

Crapuk ocMOTpes1 Ha HErO MCHOATHILIKA, TIPULLLY PUBLIHCS.

— Hae, nmpocto 3T0T yrosok 3emiu 3a0bIT BceMH, U borom, u apsiBosoM. TyT HMKOro He
ObU10 Bekamu. Kpome MeHs, u Teniepb TeOs. A ThI... BUKY, HE ITOXOX Ha JeMOHA-BOMTEIs, CKOpee
Ha MHKYOAa. ..

— Her! — cepauro orBetun Muxeil. — I — BOUHCTBEHHBII 1eMOH! A MHKYOBI — 9TO CJIACTOIMIO-
OuBble CIIOHTAU. [IpOCTUTYTKM B MYKCKOM OOJIMYbE.

Crapuk cHOBa yCMEXHYJICA.

— Xe-xe, a TBl, 3HAYNT, HE JIIOOUIIL TUCKATh 0a0?

JleMOoH HaxmypuJcs.

— JlioGimo, oueHs Jaxe, HO Bce JEMOHBI TaKMe, M 9TO COBCEM He O3HAYaeT, UTo 51 — UHKYO.

— ScHo. Yro *k, Bpems nokaxet. He ropsturice. Jlaxe OOru u ieMOHBI MOTYT 3a0mykaarbest.
OyMaio, ! aJi He UCKJII0YEHUE.
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Muixeil O4yBCTBOBaJI, KAK BHYTPH 3aKUIaeT HEUYTO OOJbIliee, YeM MPOCTO THEB, M OIIyIIAJ,
YTO CTapvK BbI3bIBAET B HEM HETEPIMMOCTb, 3aCTaBJISIET COMHEBAThCS B CBOEH cyniHocTu. [la, oH
ObLJT IEMOH, HO HEaKKypaTHbIe pa3roBOPHI O MaJEHUH U UCKYIIIEHUN HAYaJIi 3aCTaBJISATh YyBCTBOBATD
HEYBEpEeHHOCTb B caMoM cede. ByaTo nmpo3Byuasia HeKasi BelMKasi ICTUHA, KOTOpasi JaBajia TPELHY
B €r0 CaMOIO3HAHUU.

— MBI He Tak yX pa3Hble, — HaKOHell Mpou3HEC MUXel, MbITasiCh ypaBHOBECUTh CBOU SMOLIUU. —
ThI TOKE OKa3ascs 37ech He TI0 CBOel BOJIe, ¥ JIMIIEH CUibl. [louemy ke s JOoJIkeH ObITh TeM, KOTO
Thl Cyauilb? VI3SrHaHHMK WM HET, 1 BCE paBHO JeMOH. M TOUHO 3a CBOEH LIeJIblo, a HE 3a MyCThIMU
pasroBopamu.

Crapuk, ¢ puIypoM HaOmonas 32 HAM, KMBHYI, OYATO 3alTOMHIJT KakJ10€ CJIOBO.

— Tb mpaB, MO¥ 10HBIN IpyT, — KaIUIAHYI. — Kaxkap1il BosieH BeIOMpaTth cBoIo cynp0y. Ho 31moe
ceplie He Bcerga BeJeT K goopout menu. [Topoit mMeHHO majgeHre BeAET K MOHMMAHUIO TTyOOKOM
Mmynpoctu. He BeIOMpaii myTh 37100b1, €CIIM HE 3HAEIlIb, KyAa OH TeOst PUBEET.

JleMOH (PBIPKHYJ U OTBEPHYJICS, HO €r0 BHYTPEHHMI KOH(IMKT He yTuxaj. TulmHa 3araru-
BaJIaCh, U BOKPYT CTAHOBWJIOCH KaK-TO IJIYXO.

— Kak TbI BeIKMBaeIIb 371€ch, cTapye? Yk He 3aurpblBaelilb ¢ MPauHbIMU TEHSIMU HOUU?

— Mowu TeHeBbIe Jpy3bsi — ITO CYIIECTBA, YTO OOUTAIOT B AyIlIax 3a0MyIUBIINXCS, — FOJIOC CTa-
pUKa CTa]l MEJOAWYHBIM, KaK CTapuHHas Oauiaga. — S oOHMMalo WX, He OCTaBJIsAsl BO3MOKHOCTH
oTnanThCsl. OHU MPUXOAAT, YTOOBI YCIIBIIATh YKPAIICHHBIE CTPAJAaHUsI, ¥ YXOIAT C HOBBIMH TPO-
30pJIMBBIMH UCTUHAMU. Tak s ¥ JOKMBAIO ICHb 32 THEM, HAOMOAas 32 TeMU, KTO IPUXOAUT U YXOAUT.

Muxeii, 3ayMaBILIICh, CHOBA BCTPETHII €I0 B3IJIs1[l, B KOTOPOM CKBO3MJIA MYIPOCTb JOJITHX JIET.

— Bo3MoXkHO, TBOSI y4acTb He TaKOBa, YTOOBI ocysk1aTh. Ho s He Takoi, Kak Thl. 5 He coOnpaioch
TepsATh ceOsl B IMYCTBIX PAa3rOBOpax M TEIUIBLIX OOBATHAX. Y MeHsl eCTh CBOsl 3a00Ta, M €€ He CTOUT
3a0bIBaTh. JlasHO, CTApHK, MOy, MOUILY MPHUCTAaHUIIE. A TO HEU3BECTHO HACKOJIBKO MEHS CIoAa
3a0pocuIio.

A B rosnoBe npoHecnock: «byner Tyt MeHs noyvars nagmuii. He HaMHOro oH u jtyyiie mens. 51—
nemoH. Coia BonGpana. M cam paz6epych co BceM B 3TOM 3aXy/1aJIOM THUJIOM 3aroHe JUTsl IAPUHTOB.

CrapyKk aCHMMETPUYHO YCMEXHYJICs, OYITO MPOYUTAI €r0 MBICIIH.

— [lomMHHM, IyTHUK, YTO MyTb, KOTOPHIM THI BHIOMpAEIIIb, OMpeesseT He TOIbKO TBOE HaIlpaB-
JIEHUE, HO M TBOIO CyTh. Kaxkplil 11ar MOXKET MPUBECTH K HEOKUIAHHBIM BCTpeYaM U, BO3MOXKHO,
ypOKam, KOTOpbIe Thl HE CIIOCOOEH TIpe/lyTraaaTh.

Muixeit Haxmypwicsi. OH ObLT BOMHOM, 3aKQJIEHHBIM B OMTBaX M UCKYIIEHUSX, U HE COOUpAJICS
CIyIIaTh CKa3KM U3 yCT U3rHaHHMKa. Ero 1iesp Oblia sicHa, 1 HU OJJH CTapuK C OOPOJOI HE CMOXET
3aCTaBUTh YCOMHUTBCS B 3TOM. [IeMOH yBEepeHHO HalpaBWIICS K JBEPY JIaBKM, HO IIPY IIEPBOM Li1are
MOYYBCTBOBAJI HEBUIUMYIO TIperpaay, OyaTo Obl caM BO3JIyX €ro OCTAaHOBHIL

— IloHsu1. .. — MPOM3HEC CTAPUK C JIETKOU J0Jiel UPOHUH. — YOeraid, CKOJIBKO Obl He XOTeJOCh,
HO OyJIb TOTOB CTOJIKHYTBCSI C T€M, UTO OT ceOs1 He cOexuIb. TeHn cieayoT 3a TOOOM, Kak Obl ThI
HU crapascs. OHM 3HAIOT, KTO Thl €CTb.

[TonHuMas ronoBy, AEMOH BCTPETUII €T0 MPUCTANIBHBIN B3I, BHYyTpH Hero 3akumnaaum npoTu-
BOpEYMBbIEC UyBCTBA: THEB, HEYBEPEHHOCTD, OTUassHUE. OH MOTI C JIETKOCTBIO YHUUTOXUTh CTApUKa,
ecsii Obl y Hero ObUT XOTs1 Obl MUT Ha 3TO.

— Ho =e Oynp, Kak Bce JeMOHBI, Belb JaXe B HEITPUBBIYHOM CpeJie OH He MOT TIO3BOJIUThH CJla-
00CTH BO300J1a1aTh.

— He 3Hai0, 0 4éM Tl TOBOpHUIILIB, — TPOOYOHMIT MUXeli 1 pe3KO BbILIEN Ha YIIHILY, TJI0Tast THUJION
BO3/IyX Pa3pylIEHHOIo ropoja.

BeuepHee conHIle yxke OImyCKaloch 32 TOPU30HTOM, OCTABJISIsI JIUIIL OJIeAHBIE TIOJIOCH CBETa Ha
3ayCTeBIIMX 3[aHUsX. [IeMOH OIJISTHYJICS Ha JIaBKY U YBHUJIEN, KaK cTapasi cBeua Meplaer, Oopsch C
HapacraoIiei TbMoi. OH MPOKJISUT 3TOT FOPOJl, HO B TIIyOMHE ce0s MOHUMAJT, YTO He TOJIBKO JIOPOTH,
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HO ¥ BHYTPY HETO CaMOTO HavaJId IPOUCXOIUTh M3MeHeHus1. Kyaa Obl H1 HarpaBuMiICcs, €r0 TeHb BCeraa
Oy/ieT ¢ HAM.

JleMOH nBHrascs 1o yauiam, rjae JaBHO He CIBIIIAIOCh HU CMeXa, HA pagocTu. Kaxapiii mar
OTIABaJICS TPOMKHM XOM B CO3HAHUHM, MOATOHSIEMBIN HEMPEKPAIAlONMCsl BHYTPEHHUM TYJIOM.
Muixell IOCTOSIHHO OIIyINaI Ha ceOe B3MISIIbl TeHel, TaK HAOMHUHAIOIIME €My O €r0 COOCTBEHHOM
nponuioM. BocriomuHaHusi 0 ObUIBIX T0OapadaHUBAHUSIX TIO BparaM, BCIUIBIBAJIM B yMe, KaK CBepKa-
IOIIME BCIIBIIIKK MOJTHUM B HOYM. B KakI0M M3 HUX CKPBIBAJIKCH TaBHO 3a0BIThIE CTPAXy U OOHIbI,
O KOTOPBIX OH TPEIIOYUTAI HE JyMaTh.

3BYKM I11aroB 3a CIIMHOM 3aCTaBWIM €ro MoBepHYThCs. Ha MmyTH BO3HHMKJIO HECKOJBKO (pUryp,
00JTaYE€HHBIX B MOHOIIEHHBIE OACXKbl. VIX rIa ObUIM 3aKPBITHI KAIMIOIOHAMH, HO AEMOH 4yBCTBO-
BaJI, YTO 3T JIIOM HE NMPUHECYT eMy HUYero xoporiero. OuiyiieHne HaCTOPOKEHHOCTH HAIMOJTHUIIO
BO3/1yX, 1 OH MHCTUHKTHUBHO rOTOBWJICS K O0phOe. OHAKO BMECTO HUX, Y HETro ObLJIO YAUBUTEIHLHOE
YyBCTBO, OYATO 3arjIsiHyJ B COOCTBEHHBIE TEHU: UCKaJIeYeHHbIE, IOTEPSIHHBIE, HO BCE ellle MIITyIIue
MyTh K CMACEHUIO.

— MBbI 3HaeM, KTO Tbl, — POU3HEC OMH U3 HUX, TOJIOC ObLT ITPyOBIM, KaK IIepIIaBblii KAMEHb. —
ToI uiens 3a0BeHus1, HO 3a0bITh — 3HAYUT, OCTAThCS B IUIEHY. MBI MOJKEM TTIOMOYb.

Jemon 3akonedasicsi. Ero MHCTUHKTBI TOBOPHITH O€:KaTh, HO B IITyOMHE AYIIH 32KIJIACh HICKOPKa
HAJEKIbl. DTH JHOAW Ka3aJIUCh MOTEPSHHBIMY, MTOOOHO €My, U, BOBMOKXHO, OHU JIepKaJI KJII0Y K
TOW caMoU MepeMeHe, O KOTOPOUl TOBOPHJI CTapuK. Muxeil BAPYT BCIIOMHUII €r0 TIPeIoCTepekeHue:
«Tenu Bceraa ¢ To00i». MoXkeT, MPUIILIO BpeMsl B3IJISIHYTh B JIMII0 COOCTBEHHbIM cTpaxam? OH He
MOT YITH OT 3TOrO.

CoOpaBIIvch ¢ AyXOM, CITPOCHIT:

— Kak BbI Moxxete nomoub? U k10 BbI? OTKyAa 3HaeTe MeHs?

— MBpl 3HaeM, Kak HalTH Ty 9acThb TeOsl, KOTOPYIO ThI 3a0bLT, — OTBETHIIA JpyTrast (pUrypa, BbITs-
ruBas nepen coooit pyKy, OyITo rpeasiarast Yto-To HeBUauMoe. — EcTb MecTo, rjie TEeHu MOTYT TOBO-
PUTb, T/I€ Thl CMOXEIIb CTOJIKHYTHCS C MTPOIUIBIM M OCTaBUTD €T0 MO3a/IH.

JleMOH MOYyBCTBOBaN, KaK Cepile 3acTydano OwbicTpee. YIMBIEHHE M HEKUH LIOK Teperie-
Tanmuch B HEM. OH BCIIOMHMJT CTapble paHbl, KOTOPbIE CHOBA HA4ad KPOBOTOUUTH OT OJHOTO JIMIIb
HaMEKa Ha BO3MOKHOCTb BO3BpaTa K ’KM3HH, IIOJIHOW YyBCTBa M cMbicia. B ponHoii JloprunoH, rae
MIPOBEJT AETCTBO U BBIPOC, HE 3HAas €IlIE€ O CBOEM UCTMHHOM ITPOUCXOKAECHUU. DTU CTPAaHHbIE HE3HA-
KOMIIBl MOIJIU TIPEJIOKUTh EMY He TIPOCTO MOMOIIIb, a IAHC Ha HOBOE Havyasjio. MBICII O TOM, YTO
MOXET ObITh, CTOUT PUCKHYTb, HAUAJIU TIEPEIOHSATH €r0 PasyM.

— Y0 3a MecTO? — CIIPOCKJT OH, SIS HA X 3aTeMHEHHBIC JIUIIA.

— D70 3a0pOIIEHHBII IOM Ha Kpalo CBETa, — OTBETHJIA JKEHIIIMHA C TOJIOCOM, KaK BETep Ha 3UM-
HeM rosie. — Tam, TailHO MpsiYeT CBOM CTpaxH Liejiasi apeHa, rae teHd He CMOTYT YCKOJb3HYTh OT
npaBabl. Thl yBUIMIIb, YTO OHHM HE TaK YK U CTPAIIHBI, KOIJa 3arjIsiHEellb B UX I71a3a.

Muixeit konebasicsi. Kaxaplii HOpsIB BHYTPEHHETO Irojioca TOBOPHUJI eMy, Oeru, YToObl He HCKY-
math cyap0y. Ho 4uto, ecm 3T TeHU — UMb OTpaskeHHe ero camoro B ycTamibix Jmmax? Yro, ecnu
OH JICWCTBUTEILHO CMOKET HalTH ceOsl Cpeiv ITUX 3a0IyIIImX ayi?

— S rotoB, — MpoOU3HEC, UyBCTBYS, KaK IIEMH MPOILIOr0 HAYMHAIOT OCJIa0eBaTh.

OHU HanpaBUJIMCh B CTOPOHY TEMHOIO TEpeyJsiKa, U AeMOH marnyi cienoM. Kyna on unér? B
HeusBecTHOCTh. Ho MMEeHHO B Hell HaJleslicsl HAalTU OTBET.

— U BcEé xe, KTO BbI?

— Mu1 He m1004.

— A s gymas, 4To mornaj B MUp JTIOJIeN.

— U okazancsa He npaB. Dta Borom 3a0bITast 3emiist oOpeTeHre My MaiuX aHreioB. [opon
Teneit. Tex, koro He 3a0paJt aJi MO KAKUM-TO CBOMM cOoOoOpakeHrsIM. HeKoTophIx oTciona 3abupaiot
aHTeJNbl Ha iepeBocriuTaHre. JIpyrux — HaKas3bIBaIOT CTAPEHUEM U YeJIOBEYECKON cMepThio. TpeTbux
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— KaJIGYMT STOT MPOKJISATHIN rOpo, ejiash N3BepraMu, MOHCTPaMH, M TOT/IA a1 3a0MpaeT uX Ha KOpM
JApUHTaM.
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— A 4r0 Xe Torza s — 1IeMoH 3j1ech aenato?!  He maaumii anresn. CtpaHHo.

— Vmm otBeTH y TeHeH. .. — [IpOTSKHBIN TOJI0C JKeHIIMHBI OTIIUIICA, U 00e (PUTryphl MCTIapH-
JIUCh y TIOpOTa B BETXUM JIOM.

JleMOH HeAOBEpPYMBO OCMOTPEN €r0.

«CTouT M MHE Tyza BXOAUTb? A BAPYT 3TH T€HH enié Oosblie 3amyTaoT MeHsA? 1 TouHo He
WHKYO, ¥ HUKOT/Ia He XOTeJl UM OBbITh. S JTI0OITIO0 CeKC, HO He COOMPAIOCh CTAHOBUTHCS YUUTENIEM JIEBOK
1Tl APYTUX JAEMOHOB. A TeM OoJiee He XOUuy pa3BpaiiaTh CMEPTHBIX M BECTH UX AYIIU B aj MyTEM
camoyowutiicts. bpen. 1 — Boun!»

Muxeii B3IOXHYJI, OIIyIIasi, KAK COMHEHHUS TSIHYT €ro Ha3a/l, K PUBBIYHOMY COCTOSTHUIO 037100~
JIGHHOCTH Y ofiuHOYecTBa. HO 4TO-TO BHYTpPH, HEUTO, YTO OH JIOJTO CTAPAJICS MOJABHUTH, IIESITHYJIO O
BO3MOXHOCTH TiepeMeH. «BouH», — mogymai oH. — «OqHako BouH 0e3 1ie1u, Oe3 OUTBBI, JIUIIbh TeHb
OBLIIOTO BeTMUMs». JIeMOH ycTaBUJICS Ha MOKOCHBIIUICS JOM, HAa TEMHBIE OKHA, IIOXOKHE Ha ITyCThIe
TJTa3HUIIBL.

CobpaBIIvch ¢ IyXoM, JEeMOH TepecTyIuI opor. BHYTpy mapui moiaympak, CKBO3b eI B
CTeHax MPOOMBAIUCH TOHKHUE JIyYM CBETA, PUCYS MPUIYIJIUBBIC Y30Pbl HA THUTBHOM MOJTy. Bo3myx
OBLT MPOITMTAH 3aIlaXOM CHIPOCTH U TJIeHa, 3a0pOIIEHHOCTH U 3a0BIThIX Hajexa. OH MeJICHHO MPo-
JBUTAJICS BIEPEN, CTyIask OCTOPOKHO, OyATO OOSICh HAPYIIUTh XPYITKOE PaBHOBECHE TOro Mecrta. B
KQKJIOM YTy €My MEPelvIUCh TeHH, IIeMIyIIUe YTO-TO Hepa300purBOe, MaHSIIINE W OTTATKMBAIO-
1€ OTHOBPEMEHHO.

B 11eHTpe KOMHATBI CTOSUT CTAPhIA, TTOKOCUBIIIAIACS CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM JIeKaJl OTKPBITHIA JTHEB-
HUK. CTpaHUIIBI TIOKEJTeIM OT BpEMEHH, a YepPHUIA BBIIBEIN, HO Muxell Bce ke CMOT pa3InyuTh
oTnesbHbIe clioBa U dpasbl. «OTuasnue. .. [loreps... Hagexna...»

OH MoYyBCTBOBAJ, KaKk YTO-TO €KaeT B IPy/IH, Kak OyATO TH CJIoBa ObLIM HAITUCAHBI CIEIIU-
aJIbHO JIJIS1 HeTO.

BHe3anHo, B yIriTy KOMHATHI pa3fajics TUXHMH MOpoX. [IleMOoH pe3Ko 00epHYyIIcs, TOTOBSCH K 00I0.
W3 TeMHOTHI TIOsIBUTIACH (hUTYypa, 3aKyTaHHAS B JIOXMOThs1. JIniia He ObLJIO BUIHO, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJI
Ha ceOe TTPUCTAJIbHBIN B3IJISII.

— Wimerb oTBeTHI? — MPO3BYYa XPUILIBIA TOJIOC, — 371eCh X MHOro. Ho Oyib roToB K TOMY,
YTO MpaB/ia MOKET OKa3aThCs TopUe, YeM Thl TyMaelllb.

Muixeil Harpsircsi, TOTOBbIN B JTIOOOW MOMEHT OOHAKMTh KOTTU M PUHYThCS B aTaky. OgHako
YTO-TO B 3TOH (pUType, B €€ yCTaJIOM Tojoce, OCTAHOBIJIO. DTO He ObLT Bpar, CKOpee — XpaHHUTeb.
XpaHuTe b TAH TOrO MPOKJIATOrO MeCTa.

— Kt0 THI? — IpOpbIYal, cTapasich CKPhITh BOIIHEHUE 32 MacKol rpyooctu. durypa MenieHHO
MPUOSTU3UIIACH, U B TYCKJIOM CBETE OH CMOT Pa3IMYMTh YePTHI JIMIA — M3MOXKIEHHOE, UCTICIIPEHHOE
MOpIIMHAMH, ¢ TIIyOOKO 3amaBmmmu riazamu. Ctapuk. JIMIo, Ha KOTOPOM OTHeYaTaivuch 0Oib U
crpananue. CHOBa CTapuk.

— 4 — 3X0, — mpoIenTan ToT, — X0 MPOLUILIX KU3HEH, MPOIUTBIX HAIEK] U Pa30YapOBAHUIA.
41 BUzeN, Kak 3TOT JOM paciBeTal, Kak yMHUpal. S 3Hal0 BCe ero CeKpeThl.

OH yKa3aj Ha IHEBHUK.

— Tam THI HalifielIb OTBETHI, KOTOPBIE UIllellb. Ho moMHM, 3HaHUE — 3TO OpeMs, KOTOPOe MOXKET
CJIOMHTBH JJa’Ke CAMOTO CHJIBHOTO BOMHA.

JleMOH TofIOmEN K CTOJTy ¥ CHOBA B3MJIsIHYT Ha THeBHUK. CJIOBa Teneph Ka3aauch eMy KpUKaMu
0 TIOMOIIH, MOJTIEOaMU O criaceHur. OH OTKPBUT €r0 Ha CTyY9aliHOUM CTpaHMIle U HaYaJl YATaTh. ByKBbI
CKJIaJIbIBATUCh B UCTOPUH O JIIOOBU U MPEJATENILCTBE, O BEPHOCTU M U3MEHE, O HAJIek/Ie U OTYASTHUU.
Hcropuwn, koTopble ObLITH TaK TTOXOXKH Ha €ro COOCTBEHHbIE, TOJIFKO OH OIMOAJICS B CBOEH JIIOOBH, TO
mooun Mupy emi€ B Jlopruione, He 3Hasi TOTa, YTO OHA €ro CBojmHas cectpa. To eMy HaBsSI3bIBAIU
moOoBb k Kaccanjpe, 3acTaBiisisi JKeHUThCS Ha HEH, TO ajl CIeJIall ero TeJIoXpaHuTesieM chiHa BepxoB-
HOT'O JIEMOHA, TO elIE Xy’kKe — TOCJie BCeX CpakeHU, Tjie YyBCTBOBAI ceOsl B COOCTBEHHOM TapeJike,

12



JI. A. PemennoBa. «Muxei»

an peri caenath ero nHKyoom. KomyHerBo! Kaxk tak? 4 — Boun! [Touemy aj pemmm Tak OCKOpOUTD
MEeHsI U HaBs3aTh pora MOXOTJIMBBIX JEMOHOB-UHKYOOB? 3a 4T0?

BHesarHO 1eMOH MOHSUI, YTO HEe OJMHOK. UTO ake B STOM MPOKJISTOM MecTe, B TOM JIOME,
TIOJIHOM TEHeW U 3a0BIThIX HA/IEK/, €CTh KTO-TO, KTO IOHMMAeT ero 6osb. W, MoxeT ObITh, IMEHHO
31€Ch, B 9TOM MeCTe, OH CMOXXET HAlTH IyTh K MCIEIEHHIO, K HOBOM 11eJT1, K HOBOU OHTBE.

Muixeit yriryOousicsi B YTeHUE, KaJHO BIUTHIBast Kaxka0e cJoBO. CTpaHMIIBI THEBHUKA PACKPbI-
BaJIM TIepe]] HUM KaJIeHI0CKOI YeIOBEYECKHUX Cye0, MePeruIeTEHHBIX MEK1y COOON HUTSIMH CTPACTH,
rops ¥ Hajiexkabl. OH YUTaT O MOJIOIBIX BIIOOJIEHHBIX, YbI0 TIOOOBb pa3pylliiia BOWHA, O MTPeAaHHbIX
APY3bsiX, CTABIIMX 3aKJISTHIMU BparaMmu, O pOIUTENSIX, TOTEPSIBIIMX CBOMX AeTel. B Kax 1o uctopun
HAXOJIWJI OTTOJIOCKH COOCTBEHHOM OOJTH, CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE YTPAThl M Pa309apOBAHHMS.

Crapuk HaOmoaa 3a HIM, MOJTYa ¥ HEOTPhIBHO. Ero riasa, ka3anoch, BUIEIN HACKBO3b, MTPO-
HUKas B caMble TEMHBIE YTOJIKU €r0 CyTH. JIeMOH OIIyIas ero npucyTcTBIe, Kak TUXUH, HO HACTOM-
YHMBBIA YKOP. YKOP 3a TO, YTO TaK JOJIT0 Oexas oT cedsl, 3a TO, YTO MO3BOJIWII 37100€ U OAMHOYECTBY
OBJIJIETh M.

[NocreneHHO, CKBO3b TEJIeHy OTYasiHUSI, BHYTPH HEro 3a0pe3Xuil c1adblil yd Hagexapl. OH
TIOHSLT, YTO HE OIMHOK B CBOMX CTpaJlaHUsAX. YTO BCe JIOM, BCe CYIIECTBA, B TOW UM MHOM CTETEHH,
CTAJIKUBAIOTCSA € OONBIO ¥ yTpaToil. 11 4TO MMEHHO B TIPEOIOIEHUH STUX TPYJHOCTEN M 3aKJII0YaeTCs
CMBICJT KU3HH.

Muixell 3aKpbUT JHEBHHK U MTOCMOTpEN Ha CTapuka. B ero rasax 6omblie He ObUIO MpekHeH
37100b1 ¥ OTYasiHUA. VIX cMeHMIa TuXas permmocCTb.

— Bnaronapio, — mpoxpuriesn, — 5 lyMaio, 4To Terepb MOHUMAIO.

— [ToHnmanue — 3TO TONBKO HAYaJIo, — OTBETHJI CTAPHK, — TeTeph Tede MPEeICTOUT HAUTH CBON
coocTBeHHbIN My Th. [1yTh K rcreneHuio. [Tyt kK HOBOY OUTBE.

JleMOH MofHsIICs, ONIyIas, Kak TSHKECTh, CKOBBIBABIIASI €0 MPEXk/e, OCTENIEHHO OTCTYTIaeT.
CnoBa craprka XOM OTAABAIMCh B CO3HaHUM. Vcuienienue. .. OUTBA. .. CJI0Ba, Ka3aBIIMECs €My Hero-
HATHBIMU ¥ 9yXJbIMHU €IIE COBCEM HEIaBHO, Terepb oOpeTanu cMbici. OH Oolbllie He BUIIE Mepe
coOO0¥ JIUIIb 6ECIIPOCBETHYIO THMY.

Muixeil B3IJISIHY/T Ha JHEBHUK, JISKAIiA Ha cTose. Teneppb 3To OblIa HE MPOCTO KHUTA O TyKUX
CTpaJaHUsX, a KapTa, yKas3blBaomias eMy myTb. OH MOHMMAJ, YTO MCIIEIEHUEe — 3TO He 3a0BeHue, a
npunsaTre. [IpuasaTue cBoeit 00, ommMOOK, CBOUX yTpaT. M 4To, TOJIBKO MPHU3HAB CBOIO C1a0OCTh,
MOHO OOpECTH HACTOSIIIYIO CUTTY.

Crapuk mofoméen K OKHY |, 3aJI0KHMB PYKH 32 CIIMHY, YCTPEMIJI B3MJIsA BOaIb. Muxeil rocre-
JOBaJI 32 HUM. 3a OKHOM IPOCTUpAJICS OeCKpallHUIA Mei3ax: XOJIMBI, Jieca, peKd... Mup, MoTHbIN
KPacoThl ¥ OMACHOCTH, KM3HU U cMepTU. MUp, B KOTOPOM €My MPEACTOSIIO HAUTHA CBOE MECTO.

— Ho kax?.. T'opon e ObUT cepbIM U MEPTBBIM, OTKY/Ia TaKue Kpacku?!

— BuTtBa, 0 KOTOPO¥ 51 TOBOPIO, — MPOU3HEC CTAPHK, HE TIOBOPAYMBASICH, — TO OUTBA C CAMUM
coOoii. buTBa 3a mpaBo ObITH COOOM. 3a IPAaBO Ha cYacThe. DTO camasi CIOKHast OUTBA, HO M camasi
BakHas. A Topon A Tedst MpuoOPEN Takue KPacKu, IOTOMY UTO ThI 371€Ch U ceiiuac MpocTH ceds,
MpOCTHI cecTpy, npoctu KaBuna, npoctui otia, mpoctui Braapiky u... aj.

INepen To60# ropox Tenei.

Muxeit MOTYaJT U 3HAJI, YTO CTAPUK IMpaB. XOTs U HEe TIOHUMAJI, OTKY/Ia TOT BCE O HEM 3HaeT.
Emy nipezcTosiyio mpoiTy [oNruil U TpyAHbIi myTh. Ho Tenephb oH Obi1 roToB. BHYTpH ropen cnalsiii,
HO HEYracCUMbIil OTOHEK HaJekAbl. OTOHEK, KOTOPBIN YKa3bIBaJl eMY IyTh BIEPE.
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I'naBa 2
Bcrpeua ¢ Helt

JIeMOH 1IarHy/1 yBepeHHBIM IIaroM B KpPacOYHYI0 AOJIMHY, [1e Ha IPUTOpKe BUAHEJCS TOpol.
Bokpyr nietain 6adouky 1 nesau nTutibl. VIX Tpesm 3BeHesn Kak KOJIOKOIbYUKU. Ero ciyx Tak CuiibHO
000CTpUIICS B 3THX KpasiX, YTO OH CIIBIIAJ JaXke [IeleCT KpbUlbeB 0a00yueK.

«Yrto MeHs xAET Tam? 3aueM 03epo 3a0pocuiio MeHs ciopa? UTo s nomkeH 3aech Haiitu? Vnu
ocosHatb? $1 3Hal0, YTO MOW aJCKMii IyTh BOMHCTBEHHBIH. 1 He MOry OBITh MHKYOOM. DTO COBCEM He
sorngHo. MO€ IeTCTBO M I0HOCTH B JIopruoHe ObIIO BCeraa CONpsikKeHO ¢ BOMHAMU. 5] ObLT BOKaKOM
Hu3MH. U TyT... uHKY0! Bpem»

Muixell OCTaHOBWJICS, IPUKPBIB I71a3a PYKOW OT CJIETISIILIEro COoMHIA. TOT MUP ObUT UyXK[ eMY,
Oy[ITO COTKaHHBII U3 MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOCTEN €ro MpayHOi poiuHbl. OH UyBCTBOBAJI, KAK CMATrYaeTcs
JEMOHHMYECKOe ceplilie, Kak MPUBbIYHAS IPOCTh OTCTYIAET Mepe]] HeXKHOM KpacoToi gonuHel. Ho He
JOBEPSLJT 3TOMY OIIYIIEHHIO. 3HAJI, YTO TOJ] ITOM OIaroCTHON MacKOW MOKET CKPBIBAThCS OMACHOCTb,
KOBApCTBO, HEBEJIOMOE EMY.

Jlemon aBunyics k ropony Tenell, crynas no msarkor Tpase. IIpu kaxaom 1iare ero Tsxke-
Jible OOTMHKY OCTABJISUTH €/1Ba 3aMETHBIE CJIe/Ibl, KOTOPBIE TYT € CKPBIBAJIMCH IO T'YCTOM 3€JIEHBIO.
JKutemn ropona, Kazanoch, He 3aMevany MpUOIKEHHUs dykaKa C SIpKOW BHEHNTHOCThIO. OHU ObLIN
3aHATHI JIeJIaMU, TTOrPYKeHbl B MUPHbIE 3a00Thl. [leTH urpaim Ha yiuiax, peMecJeHHUKH padoTaIu
B CBOMX MacCTEpPCKHUX, TOProOBLIbl 3a3bIBAJIM MOKYyMaTENEH.

I'opon Teneit. .. HO KaKOM-TO TaApMOHWYHBIN, U IaXKe YTONAIOIINY B LIBETAX. Ta (ppa3a Kaxercs
OKCIOMOPOHOM, HEKMM apaJOKCOM, HO MMEHHO OHa JIy4llle BCEro OMuchiBaeT ero. [a, oH BeIpoc Ha
KOCTSIX CTapOi MMIIEPUH, J1a, STH YJIHLIBl XPaHAT OTIOJIOCKM TEMHBIX PUTYAJIOB U KPOBABBIX Cpaxe-
Huil. Ho Teneppb 310 ropop, rjae JpeBHUE pyrHbI OOBUTHI MIMIIMHKUEN, @ CKBO3b TPEILMHbI B CTEHAX
IPOOMBAIOTCS aJIble MaKH.

I'opon Teneit — 310 cuMOHUSA KOHTPAcTOB. BrICOKME MMM, HEKOr/ia CIIyKUBIIAE CUMBO-
JIaMH BJIACTH M CTpaxa, Ternepb CIIyXkaT ONOpol IS KackaaoB po3. Iliomany, rae Ka3HuIM epeTu-
KOB, IPEBPATHJIMCh B IIBETOYHBIE PHIHKH, T7Ie TOPTOBLIBI HarlepeOoi MpeuiaraioT OyKeThl AMKOBUHHBIX
OpXMJE U AyHIMCTOM JlaBaH/bl. Jlaxe TEeHH, CKOJIB3AIIIME M0 Y3KMM MepeyiKkaM, KaxyTcsl He TAKUMU
3JIOBELLIMMH, a CKOpEee 3araJJOYHbIMU U MaHSAIIUMHU.

7Ku3Hb 371€Ch OBET KIIIOYOM, HO B KAKOM-TO CBOEM MPUIIIYIIEHHOM, YMUPOTBOPEHHOM PUTME.
Jlionu, KuBYyIIKE B TOPOJIE, HAYUYMJIUCh XKUTh B FTAPMOHUHU C ITPOILLIBIM, HE IIBITASICh CTEPETh U U3Me-
HUTb. OHU IPUHUMAIOT €r0 KaK YacTh CBOEH MCTOPHHU, KaK (PyHAAMEHT, Ha KOTOPOM BBIPOC UX Ipe-
KpacHbI ¥ HEOOBIYHBINA ropo. OHM cakaloT IBETH B TPEIMHBI, 3aKPAIIUBAOT IrpadpuTh IpKIUMHU
KpacKaMu M HalOJHSIOT BO3AYX My3bIKON U cmexoM. ['opon TeHelt — 310 JOKa3aTenbCTBO TOTO, YTO
Jaxe Ha CaMbIX TEMHBIX PyMHaX MOXET PacLBECTU KpacoTa. DTO rOpoj, Iie MPOILIOe U HacTosILee
MeperIeTalTCs, CO3JaBasi yHUKAIbHYIO U HETIOBTOPUMYIO aTMOcepy.

Muixeil ocTaHOBMJICA Ha IVIaBHOMH IJIOIIAIH, OIVIsAABIBAsACH 10 cTopoHaM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI cebs
Yy’;KaKOM, MHOPOJIHBIM TEJIOM B 3TOM FApMOHUYHOM MMpe. B3rsaa ynan Ha (OHTaH, yKpalleHHBbIH
LBETaMM U cTaTysMu. [Togomen, HaKJIOHWICS U HalWICs MPOXJIaJHON Boabl. OHa OblIa YUCTON U
CBEXeHl, Kak ciesa.

«YT0 51 HOMKeH 3[ech Ienarh?» — MpoIIenTal, Msas Ha CBOE oTpaxeHue B Boje. OH Bujen
B HEM JIMIIb TEHb MPOIILIOTO, OTTOJIOCOK BOMHA, KOTOPHIM Koraa-To Obul. Teneps ke cTosit 31ech, B
9TOM MPEKPACHOM, HO 4yKOM MHpe, Oe3 LieJ1 ¥ TOHUMAaHUSI.

BnesanHo ero B3misiz 3anenuiics 3a He€. Y (poHTaHa, OyATO N3BasHUE U3 OPOH3BI M CariprpoB,
CTOsIJ1a IeByIIKa. E€ BoIOCH OT/IMBaIM Meblo, a I71a3a CUsUIM HeOecHoW crHeBoi. OHa MPUBETIIMBO
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ybIOaiach, B €€ B3IJIsA/Ie He ObIJIO HM TEHU CTpaxa, JIMIIb UICKpEeHHUI HHTepec U go0poTa. Y nemona
OCEHMJIO: €ro KOIIMapHOEe CTPAHCTBHE, BOZMOXHO, TOJIbKO HAYMHAETCS.

15



JI. A. PemennoBa. «Muxei»

— IOnas uckycurenbHuna’? — ¢ UpOHUEW MPOU3HEC.

—Xa... I0Has — 3, HO [I0YeMy cpa3y UCKycuTesIbHUIA? Sl HeBUHHA, KaK aHTeJl, YCTh U MaAIIHA.
Ckopee, Thl cCaM CMaxXUBaelllb Ha COONA3HUTENsI, HE3HAKOMEII.

JIeMOH ¢ yauBiIeHHEeM OKMHYJI B3IJISIOM €€ coBepleHHbIe (hOPMBL: BHICOKYIO TPYAb, KOHTpa-
CTUPYIOIIYIO ¢ TOHKOH Tasnei. OHa OblIa BRICOKOH, JIMIITh HEMHOTO HUXE €r0 CaMOro, Yedd poCT IpH-
Omkasics K IByM MeTpam. HeBeposTHO npuBJieKaTenbHas, BCsI Takast THOKast, OyITO CYKKYO, MaHsI-
I1ast B CJIAJJOCTHBIE OOBATHS.

— To1... magmmii anren? Ho 3a yro?

— DT0 ropoj najIuMx aHrejJoB 1 TeHel. S okazanach 37ech 3a To, UTO pa3Ouia cepie cMepT-
HOMY, Y TMOTUIATUIACh 3a 310. OH yBHUIET MeHs, a Tocle. .. BCE 0OEpPHYIOCh Tpareauei, MOKOHYMT
¢ co0oil.

Muxeii ynuBIEHHO BCKUHYJ OPOBb.

— HeBepositHO. Ho eciu ThI ObUIa BIIIOOJIEHA, KaK ke 0CTaach HEBUHHOM ?

— 41 He ucTBITHIBaNA JTIOOBU. DTO OH OBUT OUYApOBAaH MHOM. A s JIMIIIb XOTeJIa HEMHOT'O TIOUTPaTh
C HUM.

— 3abaBHo. He noxosxe Ha nosezenue anrena. Ckopee majiiero.

JleByIIKa ycMeXHyJ1ach, CTaB eIe OOJbIIe MOX0kKeH Ha KOBAPHOTO I0HOTO CYKKYOa.

— MmenHo nosatomy s 311ech. Ha nepeBocnuTanuu, Tak cka3arb. 31ech BCe, KTO elI¢ He Morpsi3
IO YU B IpeXe, U y HAC eCTh IMAHC UCKYIUTh BUHY WJIH. .. HU3BEPTHYThCS B ajl.

Muxeii ycMeXHyJICs B OTBET:

— IlepeBocniuranue? B ropone naaimmx aHresaoB ¥ TeHen? 3ByUuT Kak OKCIOMOpOH. M uTo ke,
31€Ch Y BaC YpPOKHM CMHUPEHUs U TOKASIHUS ?

JleByIlIKa JIyKaBo MpUIILypIIaCh.

— He coBcem. Ckopee, Hac ucnibIThiBaioT. [TogBepraioT codiazHaM U UCKYIIEHUSIM, YTOOBI TIPO-
BEPUTb, HACKOJIBKO MBI YCBOWJIM YpoK. Ecin mogmamumces, To npsiMukoMm B aa. Eciu ycroum, To. ..
BO3MOXHO, HaM TO3BOJISAAT BEPHYThCS.

OHa cnenana mar Brepén, 1 e€ JbIXxaHue KOCHYJIOCh €ro IEKH.

— U TbI, He3HAKOMeEI, BBINJIIUING KaK OYepeTHOE UCTILITAHNE.

JIeMOH OTIIaTHYJICS, He 0XKU/Aast TAKOWM OTKPOBEHHOCTH OT MA/IIEro aHrena, BCE-Taku He 1eMO-
HUIIA.

— 41?7 Ucnibitanue? ComHeBatoch. S cam jmib 3a0myaias Ayia, UIyas BEIXO U3 3TOTO KOIII-
Mapa.

— He ckpomHunyaii, — npoinenraia, a majiblbl JETKO KOCHYJIUCH ero pyku. — B Tebe ecTph TbMa,
sl 4yBCTBYIO €€. W cBeT, KOTOpBIi MbITaeTcsi ¢ Hell O0pOThes. Thl — HACTOAIIMI XA0C, 3aKTIOUEHHBIH
B 9TO IIUKapHOe TeJo. VIMeHHO Takue, KaK Thl, U CTAHOBATCS HAIIIMMU TJIABHBIMH UCKYIIICHUSIMHU.

Muxeii OTIEPHYI PYKY, OYATO OOKETTIHCH.

— OcTtaBb MeHs B TIOKoe. §I He X0uy ObITh HIUBUM HCKYIIEHUEM. Sl MPOCTO X04y HAWTH CIIOCO0
BBIOpAThCS OTCIONA.

OH oTBepHYJICS ¥ OBICTPBIM IIArOM HAIPaBUJICS MIPOYb OT (POHTAHA, YyBCTBYs €€ B3IJIS, MTPO-
JKUTAIOIMIUH ero CiiHy. [IeMOH 3Hau1, YTO OHA He OTCTAHeT Tak MPOcTo. B 3ToOM ropoie HUYTO He 1aBa-
JIOCh JIETKO, W KaK/Iblii BCTPEUHBII MOT OKA3aThCsl JIOBYILIKOM.

Ero cepauie 6emmeHo KoJIOTHIOCh, OYITO NMTHIIA B KJIETKe, pBYIIasics Ha cBodoay. Muxeil mipu-
OaBWJI 1I1ar, JaBUPYs MEXIy TEHSIMH, KOTOpbIe, Ka3aJoCh, TSAHYJIUCh K HEMY, MBITAasICh YAEpPKaTb B
3TOM MPOKJIATOM MecTe. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK €€ CJIOBA 3aMajid eMy B HYTpO, KaK sIZIOBUTHIC IIUTIBL.
«TbMa... CBeT... xaoc...». Muxei Bcerja onyma 3Ty BHyTPEHHIOK 00pbOy, HO HUKOT/Ia He TI03BO-
JISIT € BBIPBAThCS HAPYKY.
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JleMOH 3aBepHYJI 3a yroJi, HaJIesiCh TIOTePATh €€ U3 BUIY, HO TOPOJ, Ka3aJioCh, UTpasl MPOTUB
Hero. YWl NeTISUIA U TIeperuieTalrch, OyITo 3Mer, BO3Bpallas ero K Tomy ke (hOHTaHy, Iie OHa
BCE el k/1aja C BBI3bIBAOIIEH YIBIOKOM, 00JIOKOTHBIIICH HAa Kpail.

— Heyxenu Thl gymalt, 4To CMOKEIIb TaK MPOCTO yOexkaTh? — MPOMYpIIbIKaa, MPUOIMKAsICh K
HeMy. — MBI 371€Ch BCe CBSI3aHbI, He3HaKoMell. M Thl He UCKIIIOYEHHE.

JleMOH OCTaHOBWJICS, TIOHUMasI, YTO OekaTh OeCCMBICICHHO. EMy TpuUAETCsl BCTPETHTHCS C
STUM JIMIIOM K JIUITY.

— Yero ThI XO4eIb? — HAXMYPHJICS, CTAPAsICh, YTOOBI €r0 TOJIOC 3BYYal POBHO.

— Jlunib HEMHOTO pa3BJieubCsl, — MPOIIENTala UCKYCUTEIbHUIIA, TIPOBOJS MaJbIeM IO ero
meke. — M mpoBepuTh, HACKOJIBKO CHJIbHA TBOsI Bouisl. JlaBail mourpaem, nemoH. [locmoTpuM, KTo
MIEPBBIM CIIOMAETCS.

VY Hero 3aJieriia CKJIaJIka Mexay OpoBeid, XOTsSI BBICOKUH JIOO OBLT 10 STOTO MCATBHO TJIaJKUM.

— Kak 1b1 goraganace? Kro 51?7

— Cnoxwna na3i. TeMbl B TeOe BCE ke ropasio Oobliie CBeTa, — €€ royioc 3ByJasl IPUNTYIIeHHO,
Oy/ITO TIeJIeCT KPbLJIbeB HOYHON 0a00UKH.

— Kakoii urpsl Tel OT MeHS X IEI1Ib, €CITH IEBCTBEHHUIIA U CeKca He npejiaraeiiib? S mpaBuibHO
MOHS1T?

— AOGCONIOTHO, — CHOBa MpOIIENTala, U B 9TOM 3BYKE CJBIIIAIOCH OOEIIaHue OMAacHOCTH. —
Nném. Thl HYy)KE€H MHE B OIHOM. .. YHUKQJIBHOM MECTE.

— Ilouemy umenHo 5?

JleByIIKa OKMHYJIA €r0 BBICOKOMEPHBIM B3IJISZIOM, B KOTOPOM YMTAJIOCh HEJIOYMEHUE.

«Kak oH emg moxer conpotuBisaTbcsa? CMepTHbIE M MHKYOBI Ma/lald K MOMM HOTaMm, e/Ba
3aBuzeB. C JeMOHaMU, BUJVIMO, HYKEH JIPYroi MOIXOmI».

— Tam, Kyga Mbl IOMAEM, TOJIBKO Uy’KaK CMOXKET JIOCTaTh O/IHY Belllb. Belllb, KoTopast MHE KU3-
HEHHO HeoOXoarMa.

— Kakyio?

— Bcé notom. Mném. Buauib, CKOIBKO TeHEH yke coOpanoch? DTH He JTOOST KIaTh.

OHM ABUHYJHCH BIyOb TOpOJA, COBCEM YK€ HETOXOXKEro Ha KpacOuHbIH IIEHTP, 3/1eCh CKO-
pee UCKOPEKXESHHOTO TeHSIMH TOTUIeCKHX 30aHni. DoHapH, Kak MPU3paYHbIe CTPaKHU, TPOBOKAIN UX
M3BUJIMCTBIN MyTh. [leByIIKa HAMEPEHHO KPYKUJla dyKaka, yBO/sl BCE JaJiblle OT 3HAKOMbIX OpUEH-
THPOB, OYTO Onacasach, 4YTO OH HAMAET TOPOry Hasa.

Muxeii HACTOPOXKEHHO TIOCJIEIOBAJT 32 HEl, YyBCTBYs, KaK HAIlPsKCHUE HAPACTaeT C KAk IbIM
rrarom. OH ObLT yBEepeH, UTo ero 0OMaHBIBAIOT, HO JIIDOOIBITCTBO M KaKasi-TO CTPAHHAS MPUTATATEITh-
HOCTb 9TOH HaIIIHefI HE TMO3BOJIAJIN OTCTYIIUTD. Teun CrylmqajavucCb BOKPYT, CTAHOBACH IMOYTHU OCA3ac-
MBIMH, W IEMOH TIOHUMAJI, YTO OHU HE OJIHU B 3TOM CTPAHHOM JBOWCTBEHHOM TOpOJIe.

Crajno cmepkarhcsl.

Bckope oHM OKazanmuch y 3a0pOIIEHHOTO KJIAAOMINA, OKPYKEHHOTO BBICOKMMHU KOBAaHBIMU
Boporamu. JlyHa eqBa mpoOuBasiachk CKBO3b IJIOTHBIE 00JaKa, M KJIaJOUINe Ka3aaoch 3JI0BEIIMM U
3a0BITHIM MeCTOM. JIeByIIIKa OCTAaHOBHJIACH TIEpe]] BOPOTAMH U TTOBEPHYNIACH K HEMY.

— 31ech HaXOOUTCS TO, UYTO MHE HY)KHO. B cKJierie, KOTOpPBIH Tl YBUIUIIb B IICHTPE KJIaI0UIIIA.
Bynp ocropoxen, neMoH. Tam He BCE CITOKOIHO.

— NntepecHo, pa3se nagmue ymupaiot? Bol ske OeccMepTHbIe, Kak U Mbl. 3a4eM BaM 3TO KJIajI-
ourie?

OHa noxaJa rnjieJamu.

— OHo He Haine, a ObLIO 371€Ch elIE 3a/J0JITO 0 HAIIETO MOSIBJICHUSI.

Muxeii KUBHYJI, C COMHEHHEM s Ha K1aaoutie. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI IPUCYTCTBHE YeTO-TO TPeB-
HEro ¥ MOTYITIIECTBEHHOT'O, U 3TO 3aCTaBJISJIO €70 HACTOPOKUTHLCS eme Oosbine. TONKHY CKpuyJre
BOPOTA U BOILIEN HA MEPTBYIO TEPPUTOPUIO, OCTABUB JIEBYILKY I10331U.
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[Tpobupasich Mex 1y MOKOCUBIIUMHUCS HAITPOOUSIMU ¥ MPaYHBIMU CKJIETIAMHU, IEMOH 1yBCTBO-
BaJI, KAK XOJIOZI IPOHMKAET B €r0 KOCTH. A a/ICKUe CO3/IaHUsI OYeHb He JTIOOMIIN TaKOe YyBCTBO. XOJO
uM ayx 1. Jlyare sxap. TurmmHa 31ech OblTa OTTYIIAIONICH, HAPYIIAEMOH JIMIIb PEIKMMU 3aBbIBAHU-
ssMu BeTpa. HakoHell, oH yBujiesn cKiien, 0 KOTOPOM roBopuJja JeBymika. ToT ObUT CTapsiM U 0OBET-
IIaJTbIM, C TPEIMHAMM Ha CTeHaX U 3a0MTOM IOCKAMH JABEPHIO.

CpenaB rimyOOKMiA BIOX, JEMOH TOJOIIEN K CKJIETY U TOMBITANICS OTKPBITH ABepb. OHa mopa-
J1ach € TPYJOM, U3JaB KYTKHIA CKPHUII, KOTOPBIA 9XOM pa3HEccs Mo BceMy Kiiaaowmily. BHyTpu Obuto
TEMHO U CBIPO, ¥ OTTY/A BEsUI0O MOTHIIBHBIM XoJionoM. OH J0cTan U3 KapMaHa HeOOJBIION a/ICKUit
KaMeHb, 3aKEr CUJION B3IVIsAa M HAIpaBUJI OTOHb BIIyOb ckiena. To, 4To yBWesN, 3aCTaBUIIO €ro
3aMepeTh.

Ha crene, mopociueii 3e1IEHBIM MXOM, BUCEJH, CKOBAHHBIE IIETISIMU, OCJIETUTETbHO-O0eIbIe K Pbl-
JIbs1, TIPUHAJUICKABIINE HEeKorga anreny. Mx cusiue ObUIO CTOJNb MHTEHCUBHBIM, YTO JEMOHY IpH-
IIJIOCh OTBEPHYTHCS.

— Henenas aypéxa! Kak ncuyaaue aga MOxeT KOCHYThCS UX?!

O aeBIIMCh B MOMCKAX KaKOro-TMOO0 MpeaMeTa, JeMOH 3aMeTH 3a0CTpEHHBIN Kot [ToaHsB,
OH OCTOPO’KHO TIOTIBITAJICSI KOCHYTHCSI KOHYHMKA OTHOTO U3 TIepbeB. B TOT jke MUT KPbLJTbsI 32IpOKaIIH,
OyITO BO3MYIIEHHbIE, M 3aCUsLIU emé sipye. [[peBKO MOMEHTAILHO MPEBPATHIIOCh B TOPCTKY ceped-
PSIHOTO TIeruia.

Muixeit OTIIpsIHYJT Ha3aj ¥, BPE3aBILIMCh TOJIOBOM B TPOTUBOIIONOKHYIO CTEHY, IOTEPsLT CO3HA-
HHeE, 4TO OBUIO JOBOJILHO CTPaHHBIM SIBJICHUEM JIs1 OOUTATeNs aja.

BHesarHo ero noceTuso BUaeHMe:

BepxoBHblit nHKYO Puann npubnukaercs K KpbUibsM. EfBa KOCHYBIIMCH MX KOHUMKAMH YTOH-
YEHHBIX MAJIBLIEB, OH BCIIBIXMBAET CEpeOPUCTHIM TUIAMEHEM, UCTOPrasi MyUUTEIbHBIN KPUK, U Ma1aeT
Ha 3emumio. Ta camast IeByIIIKa XBaTaeT ero 3a pora, OyITo MHKYO HEBECOM, U TAlIUT KyAa-To. Muxeit
CJeyeT 32 HUMH, U OHM OKa3bIBAIOTCS B OTPOMHOM KaMEHHOM 3ajie C )KEPTBEHHHKOM B IIEHTpE U
MHOXECTBOM TeHel. [IlleHHMKa MPUKOBBIBAIOT K HEMY, a Ha 3aIlsCThsl U JIOABIKKHU KJIAIyT 1O HeBe-
COMOMY NEPBIIIKY C TEX CaMbIX KpbUIbeB. PuanH, mpuas B ce0s1, 0CO3HAET, UTO JIaXe ero IeMOHUYe-
CKas cujia OeccriibHA TIPOTHB 9TOM HENu U NEpbiiiek. [eBymka oTaaér npukas, U K Hemy npuosim-
XKaloTCsl TpY OOHAXEHHBIE JIEBHI B 30JI0THIX yKpaleHusx. [1a3a PuanHa pacimpsiioresi, a ero Teno
MIPe/IaTeNIbCKH pearupyeT MOIIHBIM BO30YkKICHUEM.

— CykkyO®blI. .. 30ech? KTO ThI, OpOH30Bast OecTHsA? — KPUUUT OH, TIIETHO IBITAsICh COITPOTHB-
JISITbCS] HAYABILIEHCS] OPIUK.

— Moiryu, ThI Beero b pad. 1 — napuia storo mecta. M 4to0b1 BHOBb OOpECTH KPbUIbsl, MHE
HY)XKHA 9HEpPrus MOXOTH, MO0 TOJBKO OHA CIIOCOOHA CTaTh MUKCUPOM OOHOBJICHHS B MOEM CiTydae
rpexonazaeHus. S crany anresiom moOBH. M 00 3TOM HUKTO ¥ HUKOTJa He y3HaeT. Tak uTo paccnalbes.

— To1 6e3ymna! Takoe HEBO3MOKHO CKPHITh.

— Bo3MmoxkHO, Tyroi nHKYO. B 3TOM CKJIerie TeHu racsrt Bce MO JeHCTBUSI.

Muxeii B yxxace HaOmoaaer 3a 6e3yMHOU oprueit. JleByiika ¢ OpOH30BBIMU BOJIOCAMH CTOWT
PSIIOM ¥ COOMpPAET SHEPrHIO UX IKCTa3a B XPYCTATbHBINA (PIIAKOH, OOBUTHIN 30JI0TOM 3MEEH.

On, HaOmogas 3Ty KapTUHY HACHIMS HaJ MHKYOOM, MOHUMAET, YTO MPOXOAUT HEMAJIo Bpe-
MeHH, U U3 PrMaHHa BHIKAYMBAIOT IOXOT/IMBYIO HEPIHUIO Jaxe OeccmepTHoro. Oprus 3aBepiiaercs.
JleBbl BCTAIOT, KJIAHSIOTCS Hapuiie. Ta, moriakuBasi OfHy U3 HUX TI0 IIeKe, YIbI0aeTcsi M YTO-TO TOBO-
purt. Puann ocraércs B OeciamsatcTBe. Muxeil yxe He CIBIIINT CJIOB JIeByIIKU. OH pasJieriser riasa
Y, JOTParnBasich O BUCKOB, BCTAET, MOIIATHIBASICh.

«Kyna s monan? Hudvero ce6e umcTast aHremia, oxJjele Halix JeMOHUIL. DTH KPbUIbs Cro-
PAT Ha Hel, KaK TOJIbKO OHA MX 3anoayduT. Tak. Puann! S XoTh 1 HeqoMoOIMBaIO €ro, HO OCTaBIISATH
31ech He codupatoch. Haio HaiiTu ero».

JIeMOH OILTyTWJT HEMPUSITHBIN MPUBKYC BO PTY M TOIIAPWII B3MJISIIOM MO CKJieny. BHumanue
NPUBJIEK TYCKJIBIA OTONMECK MeTauia B yriy. [IpuOnm3uBIIMCh, pasriisaesn oOJOMOK LIeMnH, BasiB-
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IIWIACS B TIBUTA. «3HAYUT, BUJICHHE ObUIO HE TIPOCTO CHOM». PelmB 1eficTBOBaTh, OH BHIOpAscs U3
CKJIeTa ¥ HalpaBWICs TyAa, Te, Kak eMy Ka3aJioCh, BUIE] KaMEHHbBIN 3aJ1.

Bryxnas mo kiagOuiy, HaTKHYJICS Ha e/lBa 3aMETHYIO TPOMHMHKY, BEAyIyl0 BIIyOb Jieca.
JloBepUBIIMCh UHTYUIMK, MuXeil ocieioBal Mo Heid, MOKa He JIOCTUT MACCUBHOUN KAMEHHOW CTEHBI,
yBUTOM ILTOIIOM. OCTOPOKHO OIIYTaB CTEHY, OH OOHAPYKUJI TIOTARHYIO IBEPbh, UCKYCHO 3aMacKUPO-
BaHHYIO IMOJ] CKaJTy. 3a ABEPbIO OTKPHIBAJICS 3K TPOXOJ], KOTOPBIN MPUBENT B TOT CaMblii KAMEHHBII
3aJ1, KOTOPBIA BUJE] B CBOEM BUJCHUM.

B nentpe 3ana, MpUKOBaHHBIN K JKEPTBEHHUKY, Jiexkan PuanH. Ero Teno ObLIO MCTOIIEHO,
a TIa3a 3aryMaHeHbl. Muxel, He Tepsisi BpeMEHH, MPUHSIICA UCKaTh CIOCOO OCBOOOAMTH MHKYOA.
OcMoOTpeB 1ienu, OH MOHSLT, YTO OHU CEJIaHbl U3 KAKOTO-TO HEM3BECTHOTO MaTepraa, 001aaaloero
MOIITHOM Marnyeckoil cuioid. Torna 1eMoH BCIOMHU O nEpbiKax. CXBaTUB MajKy M aKKYpaTHO
MOJHSIB OJIUH U3 HUX, BAISABIIMICS Ha oy, Muxel ocTopoxkHO nogHéc ero K uenu. K ero ynusie-
HUIO, TIepO HAYAJIO UCTOYATh CJIA0BIA CBET, U BCKOPE IIeMb PACCHINaiach B Mpax.

OcBoOoauB PuanHa, IeMOH MOMOT eMy TOAHSThCA. IHKYO ObLT CIIUMIIKOM ¢J1a0, YTOOBI CTOSATH
CaMOCTOSITEJILHO.

— Yro 31€ch NpOU30ILI0? — MPOX PUTIE.

Muxeii BKpartiie paccka3al O CBOEM BUACHUM M O OE3yMHOU LApUIIe, MOXUINAIOIIEH SHEPTUI0
noxotu. 1 napuia s ona? Wi npocto camoolieHKa HernoMepHa. PuanH ObUT B IpOCTH.

— Omna 3ariaTur 3a 310! — MpophIvat, coorpas OC/IeTHUEe OCTATKY CHJIBL.

BMecTte oHM TOKWHY/IM KaMEHHBIH 3aJ1, MOKJISBIIMCH OCTAHOBUTH KOBAPHBIE IJIAHBI AHT€JTHIIBL.

Muxeii oBoJIok PraHHa K TyCTBIM 3apOCIisIM 1 TIOMOT €My OCECTb Ha IepOaThlil BaTyH.

— Mosxer, Tebe BepHyThcs B af? Tam ObicTpee BOCCTAHOBWIIL CHJIBI U TIPUMEIIILCS 32 CBOU
npsiMble 00S3aHHOCTH.

— Her. 4 nomkeH oTOMCTUTB 3TOM. .. eid. BocctanoBimock 31ech. CToii! A Thl U4TO 3a0BUT B 3TOM
JbSIBOJIOM 320BITOM TOPOJIUIIKE? — IJ1a3a ero OKPYIJIMIMCH OT BHE3AITHOM JIOTa KH.

JleMOH HeBOJILHO OTIIPSIHYJI, OIIYTUB Ha ceOe U3yJaloIuil B3I

— Yo ¢ ToO0#?

— Jla TaK, HUYero, — a B TOJIOBE MIPOHECIIOCH: « TOJIBKO OT HETO TaK U MBIIIET MOXOThI0. BOT KTO
AENCTBUTENILHO POKAEH AJisl paHra BepXxoBHOro MHKYOa».

Puann OypaBu1 MBITJMBBIM B3MJISIOM JHIIO Muxesi, OyITO MBITasCh MPOYECTh B HEM OTBET.

— ¢l 3mech okazascs Tak ke, Kak M Thl, Cy/Is 10 BceMy, — uepe3 03epo [IpeodpaxkeHusl.

— W 4ro THl HamMmepeH fenath?

— Tloka He 3HaI0, HO BEPHYThHCS B aJl MHe HeoOXomumo. EcTh Koe-Kakue... He3aBepIIEHHbIC
aena.

Puann npuiiy pusics, 4ysi HSUCKPEHHOCTb.

— Yro Thl HEIOTOBAPUBAEIIIb?

Muxeii copBaJl BETKY ¢ ONMIKAMIIEro iepeBa U ¢ XPyCTOM MepeJIOMUT O KOJICHO.

— Tsl e UHKYO, a TPO30PIUB, Kak cam Brajpika.

— Ja, s1 6bu1 BepXoBHBIM MHKYOOM, OJTHAKO C HEABHHMX TIOpP 3Ta JOHKHOCTh CTajla MHE HeHa-
BUCTHA.

— [ouemy?

— 41 nmomo6w.

— Koro?!

— Kaccannpy. Kak ona? Cuactimsa ¢ Binagpikoii?

— Omna... moruoOna.

— Kak?! — PuaHH BCKOYMII, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE €IIE CKOBBIBAIOIIYIO CJTA00CTb.

— Crana nerenjoit. B et Haxogwicst npeBHMi apTedakT: «Cepiie xaoca», KOTOpblii criac Bia-
IBIKY, BCEX BOMHCTBYIOIIUX JIEMOHOB U JIaXke MPUBBIYHBIN YKJIag afa. Teno Kaccanapel oOparmioch
B Ienell.
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PuanH ¢ SpocThIo ymapwil KylakoM B CTBOJ OJIMKAHINETo JepeBa, M TOT OCHINAJICS TPYXOW K
€ro HoraMm.

OH packpbUl JIaJIOHb, CHJISICh COTBOPUTD a/ICKHE PO3bl — CHMBOJI IEMOHUYECKOH BITIOOJIEHHOCTH,
HO Marus He nojpaaBanack. O6eccuieHHbI NHKYO, BHOBb OITYCTHJICSI HA BJIYH M, CXBAaTUBILIHUCH 32
rOJIOBY, 3allPUYMTAIL:

— INouemy Tak? 3a uro? OHa ObUIa TaK IOHA. . .

Muxeii mpuces psJoM Ha KOPTOYKH.

— Puann, Kaccanapa Bonuia B jereHabl aga. TakoBa e€ cymp0a. A TBosI — ObITh BepXoBHBIM
uHKyOOM. BosBparaiicst B aJi ¥ TpUMH CBOW TUTYIL.

— Her! Crauana st oromiity 31oii. .. 9T0# cyke. Kcratu, HeBeposiTHO KpacuBas cyka. ['pyaacrasi.
Thl e€ Bunen?

JIeMOH KUBHYIIL.

— 41 cam xo4y oTOMCTHUTD eil 3a oOMaH. Eciii Ob1 He MOE BUJIEHHUE, TO TOXKE ObI CTAJT TAKUM XKe
BBIKATBIM, KaK U Thl ceiiyac. M oTKyga oHO B3sJI0Ch, IOHATHSA He nMel0. Bo3MoxkHO, 03epo omoraer.

— Bo3moxHO. OHO CBOEHpaBHOE.

— Jlagno. BoccranapnuBaiics, a s OTIPaBIIOCh HA €€ MOUCKU. Eciu BApyr Haaymaelb Bep-
HYTbCS B a]], BOT, BO3bMU. — [IpoTsAHYN Kpyuiblid amysieT. — OH OTKpOET MopTall.

— Oro! — I'maza uHKy0a ¢ )agHOCTBIO YCTaBMIIUCHh Ha amyseT. — OTkyna y Te0s 31o? MHe an
IIpY NIEpECEICHUU HUKOTIa U HUYETro He JAaBaJl.

— Mue Toxe. OH MpOCTo MOSIBWICS y MeHsI B pyKe, kKoraa o3epo [IpeoOpaxeHust nepeHecio
MEeHS Cloa.

Muixell OTCTpaHWICS, He KeJlasi 3aAepKUBaThcsl. PUaHH ObUT CIMIIIKOM SMOIMOHAJIEH, a €My
TpeOOBaJIOCh COCPEOTOUNThCS Ha COOCTBeHHOM 1enu. «[laamas apsaHb. .. OHa 3aruiaTuT 3a 0OMaH.
3a TO, 4TO 3aCTaBWJIa MEHsI yCOMHHUTBCS B CBOMX CHJIaX. 3a TO, UTO 51 UyTh HE CTaJl XKAJIKUM ITOA00HUeM
3TOro U3MOK/IEHHOTO HACWJIMEM UHKYOa».

JIeMOH IBHMHYJICSI B CTOPOHY T'OpPOAa, Pa3MBIIIUIsis O TuiaHe. HyKHO ObUIO HallTH aHTeNHUILy, HO
kak? ['opoyiok ObUT HEBEJIMK, HO UTOJIKY B CTOre CeHa HaWTH Mpoiie. Bo3MOXHO, CTOUT 00paTUThCs
K MecTHbIM? Ho Kak OOBSICHUTBL CBOM MHTEpEC K 3TOM JieBUOHKe? «HaBepHsKa, OHa yxke ycresa ova-
poBartb nosropoaa. [puaercs necTBoBaTh OCTOPOKHO.

B rosnose BCIUIBUIO KOPOTKOE BUIEHHME KaK BCIIBbIIIKA. Ta JEBYIIKA, OKPYKEHHAS MY KUMHAMH,
Kynamouiascs B ux BocxuuieHuu. Ho B e€ ra3ax usera carndupa — rmycrora v Hacmenka. OHa urpaer
C HUMM, KaK JAPUHI C JyIIaMH CaMbIX OTIIETHIX IPEIIHMKOB, a IIOCJIE C APOCThIO MOKUpaeT. «[la, oHa
onacHa. V1 Tem uHTepecHee».

JloOpaBiIucy 10 OKpanHbl ropoAa, Muxei OCTaHOBMIICS y cTapo TaBepHbl. OTTyna JOHOCHU-
JICh TPOMKHE Tosioca. «eanpHoe MecTo /17151 Hayasla IOMCKOB. 3/1eCh HaBepHsIKA 3HAIOT BCE MECT-
HBIE CIUIETHU».

OH pemmTenbHO BOWIENT BHYTPb, OIIyIas Ha cebe B3MIsAbl 3aBcergaraeB. [Ipuiiio Bpems
HauuHaTh Urpy. TaBepHa BCTpeTMIIa TOCTS TYJIOM TOJIOCOB, 3allaXOM IMPOJIMTOrO MUBA U KAPEHOTO
Msica. 3a CTOMKOW BO3BBIIAJICS KPEMKUN MYXYMHA C OarpOBBIM JIMIIOM, MPOTHPAIOIINIA KPYXKKY.
JleMOH HarnpaBujcs K HEMY, CTapasiCh HE IIPUBJIEKATh JUIIIHETO BHUMAHUSI.

— KpykKy 2114 1 nmapy cj0B, eciiy He 3aHSThl, — Ipou3HEC Muxel, mprca)xuBasich Ha BBICOKUI
TaOypet. BapmeH, OKMHYB €ro OIeHUBAIOLIMM B3IJISIIOM, HATTOJTHWJ KPYKKY M TIOCTABUJI TIepe]] HUM.

— 3aBUCHUT OT CJIOB, MyTHUK. 3[IECh Y KaXKJ0T0 CBOsI, MIpaB/a.

— Ny onny aeBymky. ['oBopsT, HegaBHO nosiBuiach B ropoae. O4yeHb KpacuBasi, I71a3a CUHUE,
Kak carupbl, — HAPOUUTO HEOPEKHO OOPOHMT Muxei.

Jluro 6apMeHa cierka u3MEeHUIIOCh.

— Mosxer, u ciblman o Takoi. Ho siydriie ¢ Hell He CBSI3bIBaThCs, MyTHUK. [loOpa He KIu.

JleMOH yCMEeXHYJICS.

— ¢ u He 3a o6pom npumen. [Tpocto xouy B3UIAHYTh. [ 1e €€ MOkHO HalTH?
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— Jla ona Be3ne. Ha mutomanu, ¢ 6orateiMu Kymniamu odenaet. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO e€ CcTajio B
nocyiesiHee BpeMsi. CIUIIKOM ObICTPO, — OapMeH MOI03PUTENTLHO OTJISHYJICS 1o cTopoHaM. — Ho, eciu
YECTHO, MyTHUK, s1 ObI HA TBOEM MecCTe AepKaJiCsl OT He€ MoJaIbIIe.

Muxeii JOTII 3JTh, MTOMIAPWIT IO KapMaHaM, 03epo M03a00TUIIOCh U O MECTHOM BAUTIOTE, OCTABHII
MOHETY Ha CTOWKe W, moonarogapve OapMeHa, BBIIIET U3 TaBepHbI. «HTepecHO, Kak ObICTPO OHa
CMOIJIa OITyTaTh MECTHBIX JKUTEJICH CBOCH JIOKBIO». Terephb y Hero mpuOIu3uTeIbHOE MPECTaBICHIE
0 MECTOHAXOXAEHUH ITOU UCKYCUTEILHUIIBL. OCTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO HAWTH €€ U 3aCTaBUTh 3aIIaTUTh 32
oOmaH. 1 ieMoH ObUT TIOJIOH PEelIMMOCTH, 3TO CIEJaTh.

OH nommén K mpeArnoaaraeMoMy MecTy OOUTaHUS JeBYOHKH.

[Tnomaap, Kak U B POIUILINA pa3, BCTPETHIIA €ro MeCTPOTON KPACOK M TOMOHOM TOJIThL. Kymiiibl
HariepeOoll pacXBaJMBAJIM CBOW TOBAp, JETU TOHSJIM OOPYYH, a YJIUYHbIE MY3bIKAHTHI HAUTPHIBAJIN
He3aTelMBbie Meoaury. [leMOH Me/IJIeHHO poOUpasicsi CKBO3b TOJITY, BHUMATEILHO OCMATPUBASCh.
OH nckan e€ — IeByIKy ¢ canpMpOBBIMU IIa3aMH, KYTAIOIIYIOCS B POCKOIIA U BHUMAHUH.

Bckope 3amerwi anrenuity. OHa cujiesna 3a CTOJIMKOM B TEHW HaBeca, MPUHAIeKAIIEro OqHON
13 CaMBIX JOPOTHX JIABOK. BOKPYT He€ BUIIMCh HECKOJIBKO OOTaThIX KYMIIOB, OCBHITIasi KOMILTUMEHTAMU
U TIpejiarasi BCeBO3MOKHBIEC Japhl. [leByika yiasioanack, HO B I71a3ax JEWCTBUTEBHO YMTAIACh Ta
camas IyCTOTa M HaCMeIIKa, KOTOPYIO OH BUZEJ B BUJCHUU.

«OHa MCKyCHa B CBOEH Wrpe, MaJIeHbKasl IPsiHb», — MOyMaJl JIEMOH, HaOJofast 32 HEeW.

OH npuOIM3KUIICS K CTOJIMKY, OTTOJIKHYB OJHOTO U3 OCOOEHHO HAa30MIMBBIX KyMIIOB. JleByIiKa
MOBepHYJIa K HeMy Jiilo. E€ B3MIsI CKOJIB3HYI IO HeMy, OyATO OIleHUBASI.

— Ipory mpoineHwus, HO BB MHE KOTO-TO HAIOMUHAETE, — IPOMYPJIBIKAJIA, B TOJIOCE CIIBIIIATUCH
HOTKHM Oapxara.

JleMOH U3PSIHO YIUBUIICS.

«Kak Tak? OHa yxe He moMHUT MeHs1? Vm 310 Kakas-to e€ odepenHas urpa? Cydka Oeno-
kpbtas. Ckopee Oeckpbuias. JIagHo, MOABITPaI0».

— B0o3mMOXkHO, BBl BU/IESIM MEHS B CBOMX KOIIMapax, — MPOLEAWII, HE CBOJS C HEE, TEMHBIX Kak
Oe31Ha, I1as.

Omna paccMmesiiach, OJHAKO CMeX ObLTT HATSIHYTHIM.

— NnTepecHoe 3HakoMcTBO. U ueM ke s 3aciykujia Takylo 4ecTh?

— O6manHom. Thl oOMaHbBIBaCIITh UX, OOMaHbIBaelIb ceOs1. M 3a 310 pUAETCS 3ariaTuTb.

JleByIika BcTasia, MOTSAHY/IACh, THOKAS KaK KOIIKA C JOCTAaTOYHO KPYITHOHM I'PyAblo, KOTOPYIO
BBICTaBJIsJIa HAIlOKA3 B IIIyOOKOM JIEKOJIbTE OOBETIIAION (DyTOONKHY.

— Wném, Hao noroBoputh. — OH CXBATUJI €€ 32 3aIsICThe.

— Kyna? Orcrans!

OHa norsiTajiachk BBIPBaTh PYKY, HO TIIETHO.

JleMOH HaxMypuICS.

— Yromonuce. nm ornymry. — [pomumen, mpubmvikas JIMIo K Hell.

— INomorute! — BHE3aITHO BHIPBAJIOCH U3 HEE.

TyT ke ux oOCTynmuIM roioBope3sl. JIuiia CypoBble, pyduIly CHITbHBIE.

Muxeii OKMHYJT B3[JISIZIOM BOZHUKIIYIO BOKPYT HEro CTeHy M3 MBI U 3710061, «He xotenoch
OBbI cpa3y Tak HalayvkaTh 3/1eCh, MOKa3aB CBOK IEMOHMUYECKYIO CYIIHOCTh», — MOAyMaJl, HO OTCTYIIaTh
He cobuparcs.

— OcraBb €€ B MOKoe, YOMOIoK | — TpophIYall CaMblil 3lI0POBEHHBIN U3 MYKJIAHOB, CO IIIPAMOM,
paccekaiomumM 1eky. — Mimu noxaseels, 4To poAKICS.

— A 3mech He 115 Ipaku, — CIOKOMHO OTBETHIT Uy’KaK, XOTsI BHYTPU BCE Kurmeso. — MHe mpocto
HYKHO TIOTOBOPUTH C 3TOH. .. 0COOOH.

JleByIiKa cripsitaiach 3a CIMHAMU CBOMX TeJIOXpaHUTENIeH, 3JI00HO CBepKas IIa3aMHU.

— Pa36epurech ¢ Hum! [Tokaxure eMy, Kak Hy’KHO BeCTH ceOsl C JIaMaMH.

21



JI. A. PemennoBa. «Muxei»

Muxeit B3poxnyi. [Ipunércs neiictBoBath. OH pe3Ko KPyTaHYJICSI BOKPYT COOCTBEHHOM OCH U
C pa3maxy yJapui KyJakoM B YeTIOCTh NIEPBOMY, a Yepe3 MUT HOrol BTOPOMY — B TOJIOBY.

T'onoBope3sl GpOCHITUCE B IPaKY.

JleMoH Buiel, KaK JIMIO JeBYOHKHU UCKA3MIIOCh OT 3JIOCTH.

OH noHMMaJ, 4To Ta OXpaHa He CMEPTHBIE, a MaJIIIMe U OOBIYHON APaKol TYT He 000METCS.
Te, yBUIEB, UTO I0HOIIA CUJIEH KaK ObIK, TPUTOTOBIIIUCH aTakoBaTh Heprueil. OHU BHITYCTHIIN OOe-
BbIE [TUKH B HErO. JIeMOH JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS OT BCEX, YCIEB 3aMETHTh, UTO LIBET UX SHEPTUU CEPHIHL.

«To4HO magmme», — MPOMENIBKHYJIO Y HETO B TOJIOBE.

OH MrHOBEHHO 0OpaTWJICS B IEMOHMUYECKYIO UTIOCTACh M aTAKOBAJI MX OTHEHHBIMU NTMKAMHU.

Nrpa Tonbko Hayasiack.

[Tnomanp 3amepra. TOproBibl U IPOXOXkKKE B yKace pa30Oeraiuch, HATHIKASCh OPYT HA Apyra.
[Magmue, He OXUAABIINE TAKOTO MPEeoOpakeHUsl, OTIIATHYIUCH, HO ObLJIO O3HO. OTHEHHBbIE TTMKH
JeMOHa OOPYIIMIICH Ha HUX, MCIIeTIeNIsis IUIOTh U UCTOprast BOTUTH 00yd. JIMIIIb OT UX TeJ OCTaBaJIMCh
KyUKH TIeTUIa, pa3BeBaeMble BETPOM.

JleBUOHKa, yBUAEB, BO UYTO MpPEBPAaTWICS ITOT JEMOH, 3aKpUyaia OT YyXaca U TOIMbITaIach
OexaTb, HO OH CXBAaTWJI €€ 3a PyKy, oOkurasi HexHylo koxy. OHa U3BMBasIach, Kak 3Mesl, TBITAsICh
BBIPBATHCS, OTHAKO XBATKa JIeMOHA ObUIa MEPTBOM.

— Teneps noroBopuM, — npopbran Muxen, ero JeMOHHUYECKUIA TOJIOC 9XOM Pa3HOCUIICS TI0
rontaau. — Pacckaxu MHe, 3a4eM Thl 3TO Jiesiaelib? 3aueM 0OMaHbIBaelllb 3TUX HeCUacTHHIX ? Benp
3[1eCb MHOTO I CMEPTHBIX ?

[Magmas 3arpsiciach BceM TesioM. B e€ candupoBbix 11a3zax mecKkajics KUBOTHBIN cTpax. OHa
TMOHsIJIA, YTO Nepell Hell He MPOCTOM IOHBIM JIEMOH C TEMHOU HEprueil, Kak MoKa3ajoch €i M3Ha-
YaJibHO, a CYIIECTBO C HEBEPOSITHOM CHJIOW, CIOCOOHOE YHMUTOKHUTh MHOTMX maammx. M xots eé
CUJIa, HAMTaHHAsI SHEPTUEH TIOXOTH ObLiIa TOPa3/Io CUIIbHEE OCTAIbHBIX COPOINYEH, BCE e 3paBblid
CMBIC]T Y HEE UMEJICA.

«A BIpYT 51 ¢ HUIM He cripaBmock? Hao ¢ HUM OBITH OCTOPOXHEE».

—$1... g1 He 3Ha10, O YEM THI TOBOPHIIIb, — MPOJIETETANA, MHITAsICh KAa3aThCsl HEBUHHOM.

JleMoH ycMexHyIIcsi, OOHaKHMB OCTpble 3yObl. — He iru Mue, anrenuna. S Bunen te0si B BUIeHUN.
4l 3Ha10, YTO THI CKpbIBaeIllb. M eciu Thl He pacCKaXellb MHe MPaBAYy, s BRIPBY €€ U3 TeOs CUIION.

OHa ckoH(Y:XEHHO ITpoIIenTana:

— Xopol1o, TOJILKO He 3/1eCb. OHU. .. HaM HYXHBI.

OH KUBHYJI, CXBaTHJI €€ U, IEPEKUHYB Yepe3 IUIeY0 BHU3 T'OJIOBOM, TIOHEC MOJAJIbIIE OT ILJI0-
maau. JleByIika 3arojocuia, MmeliTasich MOJIOTUTD €r0 KyJIaKaMH T10 CIIMHE.

— ITocTaBp MeHs Ha 3eMUITIO, WJTH 3aIlyIly SHepreTHUecKre MUKK Te0e B 3aaHuILy!

— Tonbko monpoOyii U TOPHKO TMOKAJIEEIIb.

— YTO0 THI MOXEUIb MHE cAeaTh? ...

— 3Haio k1o Tl [TomH10. [Tagimas, mpITaomascs 3amoayYuTh CBOM KPbUIbsl, CUIION TTIOXOTH.

JleMOH yBUJIeNT OTKPBITHIN capaii, BOIIET BHYTPbh U COPOCHJI € B CEHO. A caM BCTaJl B JBEPHOM
IIPOEME, IUPOKO PACCTABUB HOTU.

— OtBeyait, 4To 3TO 3a pUTYyal HACKITUS HaJy MIHKyOOM? 3auem TebGe Takast sHeprus? Kak MokHO
Onarozapsi et BepHyTh ceOe Oestble KpbUTbsi? ITO COBCEM HE BSIKETCS C TEM, UTO s 3HaI0 00 aHresax.
[Mocite Takoro THI CKOpee CTaHelIb TJIABHOM CYKKYO, a He aHTeJIUTICH.

JleByIiIka MoJT4a OTION3/1a CIIMHOW K CTEHE.

— A TH?..

— 4 — ucTUHHBIN 1eMOH!

— T BUgeN T Kpbuihsi?

— Jla. Onu TBOM?

— Hert. Mou cropenu. A 3T OCTaJIMCh 3[€Ch OT. .. He 3Haio oT Koro! YectHo! [Io MeHs TyT Oblia
napuna. Bor oHa kak pa3 u Havasa conmmkarbes ¢ naanmmu. Co BceMH, KTO e PUIVISTHYJICS.
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Muixelt puroaHsi1 OpoBb.

— Tax... a nouemy 311 KpbLiibs He cropenu? U rie tenepsp 3ta napuna?

Tot cken, 4To ThI BU/IEN, IIIUT UcTHHY. Llapuna ycnena cupsATaTbest TaM 10 CBOe ruoenu.
W B MOMEHT o4epeHOI Opriu, e€ BHe3aItHO 3a0pa aj.

— Thbl yuacTBOBajsia Bo BcéM 3tom? JDxuBasi TBaph! Torga kakast ke Thl JEBCTBEHHUIIA, KaK
Harwiena MHe TPy NepBOM 3HAKOMCTBe?

— Her!

— He Bepro. CUIkoM MHOTO Thl HArPOMO3HJIA BOKPYT CeOs JIKH.

OH obparuicst 0OpaTHO B KPACHMBOT'O MYCKYJIUCTOTO IOHOIITY, TTOACKOYMII K HEH U, OMHOU PyKOH
CXBAaTUB 32 HOTH, BTOPOH — pa3opBa 100Ky, MOJ KOTOPOW OOJIbIIe HUYEro U He ObLIo, Kpome 0OHa-
KEHHOW KEHCKOU TPEJIECTH.

— Otnyctu! CrotrHa! — OHa Havyasia aTakoBaTh SHEPrUel B BUJIE NHK.

Bcé em€ nepxa €€, OT HECKOJIBKMX OH YBEpPHYJICS, a OfHA, [ONaB €My B IUIEYO, PUYMHUIIA
HEMMOBEPHYIO 00J1b. MUXel MpOCTOHAJT, CTUCHYB 3yObl.

— 'V 1ebs yxe coBceM cadast cuiia, Majmas... a celuyac Thl O3Haellb COUTHE C JeMOHOM. U
AyMmaio, 3To OyJeT ropaso MHTepecHee, YeM ¢ maammmMu. Hammm opransl 6oiblie v Kperye.

OH yxe nepxkan 3a 00e pyKd OpBIKAIOIIYIOCS] aHTeJMILy, BTAJIKUBAsi WIEH B PO30BYIO IUIOTh.
Oma 3akpryasia emmge cuiibHee, Koraa JeMoH 3aMmep. Ero JIMio BHE3amHo oTpa3uio HeJOyMeHHe.

— Bcé-Taku He conrana Hac4€T TBoei (PU3NYECKOM YMCTOTHI. 3aKpoil poT. S1 He HaCWIIBHUK. A
ecqu O ThI ObLIA yKe Pa3/IoJ0aHHOM, TOXe M03a0aBUIICS OHI.

OH ocTraBwI €€ 1 3anpaBUJICS.

— Kak TbI cMoriia Tak uctomuTh BepxoBHOro MHKyOa TOi oprueit ¢ TpeMs Cykkyo? Emy maHo
OBITh CAMBIM TTOXOTJIMBBIM JIEMOHOM B aJIy, HO Ceiiyac OH KakK BbDKaTasl TPSIIKa.

JleBy1iIKa, CyTOpOKHO TBITAasiCh MPUKPBITHCSL OCTATKaMU 100KH, TpoJieneTaa:

— DTO 3aKOJI0BaHHBIE MTy3bIPHKU OBIBIIICH APUIIBL.

— WHTepecHas naamas v oHa, ¥ Thl. Benére ceOst Kak IUTIOXH, 2 XOTUTE BEPHYTh OeJTble K PbLTbSI.
Besymue!

— 51 xouy cTarh aHresIoM JIIOOBU.

Muixeit cHoBa npuou3uics. OHa 3aMepria, TOHUMast, 9To AEMOH CUJIbHee e€ M O4eHb HAMHOTO,
yTO yapy4asno. OH cxaJl eid JIMLO MPaBOM PyKOM.

— AHreJisl JIIOOBU HE HACHITYIOT MYKUHH.

—Ho on—unky6! A He mysxunna! Ero sHeprusi B COTHH pa3 cuiibHee CMEPTHBIX U JIaKe Ma/IIIInX.
M1 Bc€ yxe npodosau. Eciit © Tel BCE He MCIOPTHJL, e1IE Obl II0)KMHA OPIUi C HUM U KPbUTbsI CTaJIH
6 mon!

JleMoH cy3u 11a3a, OypaBsi €€ HEeHaBUCTHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— A 4ro crano Obl ¢ HUM?

— OH... 661 moOruo.

— TBapp! — xnectHy: eit nomeunHy. — Celyac Tbl MOWAEIIb 32 CBOUMU CKJISIHKAMU U BEPHEIIb
YKpaJieHHyI0 2Hepruio BepxoBHoMy nHKYOy. VIHaue OH 13 TeOsl perieTo cAenaeT BO BCE IbIXaTe/IbHbIC
Y MUXaTeJIbHBIE, U TBOSI IEBCTBEHHOCTh €TI0 HE OCTAHOBUT.

— On He nocmeet! 4 He nmumoxa! A... aHren! — e€ akKypaTHble OPOBH B3JICTEIIH.

— Hypa! IloBepb, emy Ha 3TO coBepilIeHHO HaruieBaTh. OH B sipocTu. — Yl ocMOTpeB €€ ¢ HacMmell-
KO, CIUTIOHY. B O0K. — Jla 1 Kakou ThI aHres? Thl — majmas 1 yke Ha TpaHu MaieHus B aji. B cykkyObI
WM B MOACTUJIKM KOMY-TO 3TO MHE Hem3BecTHO. OIHO MOry cKa3aTh TOYHO, TBOS sIpKas KpacoTa
chirpaeT Tede Ha PyKy U, 3Hast 3aKOHBI aia, Thl TMOO Oy/Ielb BblIaHa 3aMYK 32 IOCTOMHOTO JeMOHa,
00 cTaHenb HajoxkHULeH Brnagpiku. Ho Takoit moBopoT HeHanonro. EMy ObICTpo HajioeaatoT Iud-
HbIE IIUTIOXH, ¥ OH OXOTHO MX OTHAAET BOMHCTBEHHBIM JIEMOHAM Ha MOTEXY 3a 3aC/IyTy Mepel a/I0M.

[Mammas cy3una ria3a, HEBOJIBHO PacCMaTpPHBasi €ro: BHIOIIMECS BOJOCH! 1IBETa CTPOro ayoda,
Ha BUJ MATKHUE, OyITO METK, TOHKME YepThl JIUIA MTOYTH KEHCKHE KaK y He€, BBICOKMI POCT U atiie-
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THUYECKOE TeJIOCIOKEHNE, a I1a3a — TEMHbIE, Kak 0e3[IHa, ¢ OTHEHHBIMU KPOIIEYHBIMU UCKOPKAMH.
3pauka OyATO U BOBCE He ObLJIO, JIMIIb MYTaiolas YepHOTa, KOraa OH ObLT B THEBE, M Yapylonias B
CIMIOKOMCTBUMU.

— A THI?..

— Yt0? — ciBuHYJ OpOBH.

— Th TOXe oOnagaenb HEOPAMHAPHON KPACOTOM, W, HACKOJIBKO MHE M3BECTHO, U3 TEOPUHU O
JeMOHaX, Thl He BOMHCTBEHHBIN, OHU 00JIa/IaloT Oojiee rpyObIMH YepTaMu. 3HAYUT, Thl TOXKE UHKYO,
Kak 3TOT. .. TBOU APyr?

Muixeil BCIIBIXHYJI, KaK (pakes1, ¥, CHOBA MOICKOYMB, CXBATHUII €€ 3a MOAOOPOIIOK, CKaB U MOJIHSIB
nvio. be3nHa ero rma3 npubnusuiack. Y ieBylike Ha MUT TOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHU MOTYT €€ CKeUb.
OroHbkM B HUX OyIIIeBaJM KaK KHBbIE, CO3aBasi HEKOe c1aboe CBeUeHHe.

— 3aTKHUCK!.. — IO ero Koxen 3a0erajii OrHeHHEBIE 3MENKU. — S — BOMHCTBEHHEBIN IEMOH, U
HE pa3 3To yxke Aokazan Brangpike u... aay! A Most yTOHUEHHAs KpacoTa YepT JIMIA — STO OT/Ae/IbHAs
3aragka. Ha 3ToT Bompoc y MeHs TIOKa HeT OTBeTa. XBaTHUT! « AHTeUIa», — C/Iesial OCOObIN aKIIeHT
Ha 3TOM CJIOBe C SIBHOU u3ieBKor. — ném. ['ie TBou CKJIsSIHKM ¢ sHepruen Pruanna?

JleByIlIKa He MIETOXHY/IACh MO, ero KECTKUM 3axBaToM. OTOHb B I71a3axX JIEMOHA YK€ TbLIa
SIPOCTBIO, HO OHA YJIOBHJIA M HOTKH CTpaxa, CKPHIThIe TITyOOKO B 9TOM Oe3nHe. «CTpax. .. mepen npas-
N0 7» — IPOMEJIbKHYJIO B €€ TOJIOBE.

— 41 HuKyna He MOy, MOKa Thl HE OTIYCTHINL MEHs, — CIIOKOWHO MPOU3HECIIa, CTapasich He
BBIJIATh JPOKU B rosioce. — M 1a, ThI BOMHCTBEHHBIN JeMOH. Ho ThI Takske OOMINLCS MPU3HATH B cede
YTO-TO JIPyToe.

Muxeii pe3ko OTIYCTHII €€ TIOI00POJIOK, OyITO 0OKErcs. ApocTh B €ro riiazax BHE3aHO Havasia
yracarb, CMEHsISICh 3amMeniaTebcTBOM. OH OTCTYMUJI Ha Inar, OyATO MBITasiCh AUCTAHIIMPOBATHCS HE
TOJIBKO (DU3UYECKH, HO M OT CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIICH.

— Tol roBopuIlb uylib. MHe Heuero 60sThCs, — MpopbIYall, OTBOpaunBasch. — CkissHkU. [ie
oHM? Y HAc HET BpEMEHU Ha TBOU aHTeJIbCKKEe OpEeTHHU.

Ona B3nmoxHyna. I[loxoxe, konare ryoxke ceiiyac ObuTo Oecrionie3Ho. Ero spocts ciykuia
IIUTOM, 32 KOTOPbIM OH mpsitasicsi. HykHO ObLJIO IeCTBOBATh XUTpEE.

— OHu B TOX)eE CKJIene, — IPOTSHYJIa, HalPaBUBIINCH K Bbixony. — Mném. Ho npenynpexnato, s
He coOuparoch MoMorarh Tede U TBoeMy Ipyry yoexars orciona. ['opox TeHel, maammx u cMEpTHBIX
— 9TO KallkaH, W Bl ke TOYHO B Hero nonaiu. He s, Tak Apyrue BHITIHYT U3 Bac HEOOXOAUMOE.

— HackonbKo s OHsI, THI Clieqylolast apuiia B TOM ropojie, ¥ Bce o4apoBaHbl TOOOH. Tak
YyTO He Jirk MHe. U, m1aBHoOe, 51 CuiibHee ¥ TBOMX COPOAMYEH, U, JyMalo, TeHE! TOXe.

— Ommbaerbcs. MOXeT, Thl ¥ CHJIbHEE TIA/IIINX, HO He TeHel — TouHo. [ToBepb, eciii oHU TeOs
3axBaTAT, TO CBeOyT ¢ ymMa. U s He napuia, a naamas, 3apyou cebe 3To Ha HOCY.

— lemoHny 310 He rpo3uTt. — [IpoOypyar, XOTs TOJIMKAa COMHEHUH 3arajia eMy B HyTpoO, HO 9TOr0
OH He coOupasics eil mokassiBath. OH — JIEMOH, a He Kakas-TO CMa3jiMBasl aHreJMla WM TICeBIO
apuua.

— Kak 3HaTh, KaK 3HaTh.

Ona cripsiTana eXuJHYyI0 YXMBUIKY, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY.

Muixeit (pbIpKHYJI, Kak IOHBIH JApUHT, HE COIVIACHBIM C HPABOYUEHUSIMHU, TeM OoJiee TaKoH mura-
JIMILIBI, XOTh U O€3yMHO cMa3MBOK. BepHee ckasarh, cekcyabHOM 10 ymorniompadeHus. OH Obl eé
3acail TOra ke, eciii O OHa He OKa3alach JEBCTBEHHUIIEH. A B 3TOM cilydyae OJ1aropojicTBO B HEM
niepeBecuIo kenanue. M emy 3To oueHb He HPaBUIIOCh, OHAKO TMOJENaTh C COOON HUYEro He MOT.

OHM BHIIIUTYA ¥ OTIIPABIIIUCH K CKJICTTY 32 3aBETHBIMU CKJISTHKAMHU.

JleByIiIka mpojomkasa uaTy, He oOpaliasi BHUMaHUs Ha ero cjioBa. OHa 3Hajia 3TOT ropoj Kak
CBOM TIATh MAJIBIIEB, KAXK/IBIN MIEPEYJIOK, KaXIyI0 TeHb, CKPBIBAIOIIYIOCS B moyMpake. OH ke, XOTb
Y CUJIbHBIN, OBUT 3/1€Ch 1y’KaKOM, CJIeNIbIM KOTEHKOM, Oy JAIOIIIM B JTaOUpPUHTE.
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— Cuna — 310 emé He BCE, — HAaKOHeI] CKa3ajia OHa, He 000paunBasich. — 371eCh BaXKHbI CBS3H,
3HaHUE MPaBUJI UT'PBI, YMEHHUE JOroBapuBaThCs. Thl MOXEIb ObITh CAMBIM CUJIbHBIM BOMHOM, HO ITPO-
THB CETH UHTPUT M OOMaHa TBOs ciila OeccuiibHa. TeHM He cpakaloTcsl B OTKPHITYIO, OHU UTPAIOT C
pa3syMoM, [UTAIOTCS CTpaXxamMH, CBOAAT C yMa.

OHn npomosnyai.

JIeMOH 1 aHTeNIIa [T TI0 Y3KUM, U3BMIJIMCTBIM YJIOUKaM, I7ie CBeT (haKkesIoB e1Ba MpoOrBasICs
CKBO3b IUIOTHYIO 3aBECY BJIAXHOTO BO3/yXxa. BOKpyr Mesbkaau (purypsl, CKOJIb35IME B TEHSX, CIIbl-
IIAJTACh MIEMOTKY U MPUIITYIIEHHBIE rosioca. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA MX B3MJISIbI Ha cebe, OIyIaa npu-
CyTCTBUE, Oy/ITO MayTHHA, OOBOJIAKMBAIONIAS €€ KOXKY.

— He crpoii wiuto3uil, — Ipogokuiia, OCTAHOBUBIINCH NIEpe]l MACCUBHOW KaMEHHOM JBEPBIO
CKJIera. — DTOT TOpOJI BHICACHIBAET BCE, UTO y TeOsI €CTh: CUITY, HAIEKAY, paccynok. M ecm Tl gyma-
elllb, YTO CMOXeIllTb cOexaTh, TO TIIyOOKO omubdaenibesi. OqHaXIBI TOTaB CIo/Ia, Thl HABCETrJa OCTa-
Helbes 371ech, B ['opone Tenen.

— Tol roBOpHIIIL 3araIKaMu. 5 OBLT B 9TOM CKJIETIe, HO... YTO JIEHCTBUTEIBHO CTPAHHO, IMET K
HEMY B MPOLIBIM pa3 Mo-Apyromy, COBCEM HE TaK CJIOKHO, Kak Thl Besla. CrieliranbHO MeHs IyTaja
10 TOpoy? — CHOBa yrposxaoiie npuonusuics. [71a3a TyT ke CBepKHYIH.

— Her. — [leBy1ika He OTIpsiHYJIa, HEBOJIBHO BIBIXasi OT HETO TOHKHIA apOMaT K KEHBIX JINCTHEB.
UYro 31O 3a 3amax, He TOHsUIA, HO OH el He ObLT mpoTuBeH. CKopee HAaoOOpOT, Clerka KpyKu
TOJIOBY. — DTO 51 Te0e U MBITAIaCh OOBSICHUTb. 3€Ch HET MPOCTHIX JOPOr HUKYyAa. Besne myranuiia
1 1aOMpuHTHL. U axe jiec, Tak JIeTKO He HalTH.

JleMoH Haripsircst, mogymaB, 4To BepXOBHBIN MHKYO Kak pa3 M OCTAJICS €ro KIaTh B JIECy.

— A MHe HYKHO UMEHHO B JIeC.

ToH ieMoHa He ObUT ApYyXKeTI0OSH.

— Ero Hago uckarte. 10 eé ciioxkHee, 4eM IIOCTOSTHHO HAXOOUTh 9TOT cKiierl. Cam He Halellb.
Tenwu 3ammyTaror Bce MyTH.

OH cxBartui e€ 3arscThe U, CKaB, MPOLIEANIT:

— Torga TeI TOMOKewb. M craHels Moed IUIEHHHULIER TOKa 1 1 PraHH He HaWgéM BBIXOH U3
3TOro MPOKJISATOrO roposa.

OHa KMBHYJIA.

— B ogHoM T8I paB. VIMEHHO NIPOKJIATOr0. MBI BCE TYT IPOKJIATHI.

JleBy1IKa TOJKHY/IA ABEPb, ¥ OHU BOLIA B MpayHOE, ChIpOe NOMEILIEHUE, HAIIOJTHEHHOE 3arla-
XOM IUIECEHU U CMepTU. B nosymMpake BUAHENUCDH PsIbl CKJIETIOB U capKo(aroB, Ha KOTOPBIX TYCKJIO,
MepLaId OTOHbKU cBeuell. OHa HallpaBUJIaCh K JaJIbHEMY YITTy CKJIETa, IJie Ha KAMEHHOM IOJIKe CTO-
SUTM 3aBETHBIE CKJISTHKU.

JleMOH cpa3y HarpaBUjICS K HUM, OTTOJIKHYB €€.

— Toxe MHe aHrenuua, MevTaoIast CTaTh HUTOXOM.

Ero mpoHu4HbI TOH BbIBEI €€ U3 ceOsl.

— He nwtioxoit, a anresiom moOBu! Thl crienuaibHO MeHST OCKOPOJISeIh ?

OH ockamucs, oOHaxasi OeJIOCHEeKHbIE POBHbIE 3yOBI.

— Koneuno, crnenanbHo. AHrenoB moOBU He ObiBaeT. Kakas ke Tol mymas. f yuwics cto
JIeT B JIUTHOM TAaHCHOHE JIEMOHOB M 3HAIO, YTO CPEeIy Balllell OpaTuM MMEIOTCSl TOJbKO AMYpBI
Kynuaonsl, a 310 KpacuBble MaJIBUMKUA UM I0HOMIU. ThI... — ycMexHysics. — be3ycnoBHO, kpacuBa,
HO, KaKeTcsl, 1 BUJIEJT KEHCKHE TeHUTAJIHY.

JleBy1ika 3apaesach.

OH paccmestics.

— Ilagimme ymeror kpacHeTb?

— Ho nemMoHbI e KpacHeIoT, U Mbl TOXe MOXeM, — poOypyaia. — Thl OCKBEPHIIT MEHSI.

— 51 He TPOHYJI TBOEM IEBCTBEHHOCTH, 3HAYUT, HE OCKBEPHUJI, TAK UTO YCIIOKOMCS. 3aMyXk BbIH-
Jelb B YMCTOTE, €CJIH eIIE 3aCTyKUIIb 3TON 0aOCKOW YeCTH.
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— Toi!.. HecHOCHBII 1eMOH! — BCKpUKHYJIA, IJ1a3a OKPYIJIMCh, U OHA CTaja elié Kpacusee B
THEBe.

— Kaxoit ectp. — YxmbutbHysICS. — W TIOBEPB, /10 BCTpeUH ¢ TOOOH C KEHIIIMHAMU ObLT OYEHb
naxe cHOCHBIM. ThI ske Oecuiib MeHs1. KpacuBasi, Tinymnas, JKUBasi U. .. — OIHAKO OCTAJIbHOE I0AyMaJ,
pelmB He MPOU3HOCUTD: «CobOnasHuTebHasA. Tak W TSIHET BOH3UTHCA B € CIIaJKue Hellpa U OcTa-
BaThCsl TaM, TIOKA HE HAI0ECT».

JleByIiIka MOCMOTpesia Ha Her0 C HEHaBUCThIO, HO BHYTPHU BCE K€ IIEBEIbHY/IACh UCKPa UHTe-
peca. Bpsi iu oHa Moriia ceGe TO3BOJUThH PacclabuThCs B OOIIECTBE TAKOTO HaxXaja, HO TPOTHUBO-
CTOSIHME HAITPSKEHUIO CTAHOBUJIOCH €€ BTOPBIM SICTBOM. MuXeil Toke 4yBCTBOBAJI 3TO HANpPsIKEHHE,
Kak Oy[ITO WX Mepenajku ObUIM 9acThI0 KAKOT0-TO OoJiee IITyOOKOTro 3aroBopa CybObI.

— ToI cMe€ibes HaJ MOMMH MEeUTaMu, HO Hey’KeJIi He TIOHUMAeIIlb, YTO 32 HUMH CTOUT OOJIbIIIe,
4yeM npocTo (paHTazuu? — MPOroBOpUiIa, CKaB KyJIaKH, YTOObI He OpOCUTHCS Ha Hero. PasroBop c
JEMOHOM JICWCTBUTENILHO BbI3bIBAJ B HEW 3aMEIIATeNIbCTBO, M €€ TOPIOCTh HAUMHAJIA MEJIEHHO Tpe-
I1aTh IO IIBaM.

OH XMBIKHYJT, 00BOJIS B3IJISZIOM OIMYCTEBIIUI CKJICTI.

— Meurthsl TIpeKpacHbl, OIHAKO B HAIllEeM MUpEe JIEHCTBUTEILHOCTh Kyga Oolsiee *kecTtoka. Tel
XOYellb CTaTh aHresioM JoOBH? BMecTo 3TOro mojBeprHemibCcsi OMacHOCTSM M MPelaTesbCTBaM,
KaK¥e He CHWJIMCh HU OMTHOMY U3 TBOUX MeasoB. Thl 3Haelllb, KAKOB 3TOT MHUpP?

JleBy1iKa oTBeJa B3MJIsII, IOrPY3UBIIHCH B COOCTBEHHBIC pa3MbIlIUIeHH. [la, OH 1paB — eé uze-
aJIBl YaCTO MEPECEKAIIMCH C CYPOBOH peasibHOCThI0. OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK CTEHBI BOKPYT CKUMAIOTCS,
a Bce HaIeXk bl OKYTHIBAIOT MPaK, IJe He yaactcs Hailtu cBeT. Ho B miiyOuHe e€ cepania 3peno otya-
SIHAE, TOTOBOE MTPOTUBOCTOATH AABJICHUIO.

— Jla, g He uyeat, HO U THl HE TAKOW Y’k OXOTHUK, KAKUM XOYelllb ceOsl PeCTaBUTh, — Mpo-
M3HECNa, OTYEKAaHWBast Kak/I0€ CIIOBO, BCTPETHB €r0 HACMEIUTUBbIN B3MJIsiA. — Mbl 002 3aImyTajmch
B 9TOM IIPOKJISITOM TOpOJIE, U, BO3MOXHO, TOJIbKO BMECTE CMOKEM BBIOPAThCS U3 HETO. A eciu IpH-
NETCS HACTYIUTH HA TOPJIO CBOUM MeuTaM, TO, MOXKET, TaK TOMY U OBITb.

JleMOH clierka pUIiofHsUT OpOBb, YIMBIEHHBIN e€ oTBeToM. OH He OXH/aJI, YTO 3Ta Majiiasi,
Jepkach C TAKOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO, BIPYT OKaXETCS TOTOBA MIATH HAa KOMIPOMECCH. Bynro 4to-To,
OCO3HAaB, IIarHyJ1 OJIMKe, U B €ro rojoce MPO3ByYaId HOTKHA 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH.

— Tsl roTOBa MpegaTh cBOM MeuThl? — TOH JIEMOHA CTasl 0oJiee OCTOPOXKHBIM, Kak OyITO OH
3amycKajl CBOIO a[CKyI0 MayTHHY, IPOBepsis, Ille OHa HauHeT pBaTbcs. — [loxoxke, B 3TOM ropome
MoOOM 1Iar MOXET CTaTh MOCIEIHUM, U €CJIU Thl He TIPeICTAHEeIlb Mepe]] peabHOCThIO CBOEH MCTHH-
HOW HaTYPBhI, TO TOJIBKO TOTEpsielTh ceOsl.

Omna rocmoTpena Ha Hero € ’aaHOCThIO, Kak OYJTO MCKaJla OTBETHI B €r0 ITyOOKOM B3rsiae. — 51
He O0I0Ch IOTEePATH ce0s1, — MPOM3HECIa Pe3K0, — a 60ICh, UTO MOTY OCTAThCsI HEBUIUMOM IS BCETO,
4yTO MHE Jloporo. Heyxenu sta pealbHOCTh — €JUHCTBEHHBI BapUAHT, KOTOPBI HaM IpeJIoKeH?
Yro, ecjii MBI CMOKEM U3MEHUTD €67

Muxeii CKeNTUYECKH YCMEXHYJICS, HO €l CTaJI0 BUAHO, YTO OH MEJICHHO HAuWHAeT MEHSITh
CBOE MHEHHE O € PEeIIUTENIbHOCTH. DTa UCKpa MHTepeca, KOTopask BOHUKJIA B HEH, 3apa3uja U ero.
Bo3MOKXHO, OHM JEHCTBUTENIBHO MOTYT CTaTh HE TIPOCTO BparaMu B 3TOM 3aIlyTaHHOM T'Opojie, HO U
COIO3HMKAMM, TOTOBBIMU TIPOTUBOCTOSTH €TI0 KECTOKOCTH.

— Xopolt110, — BHIJOXHYJI OH, BHOBb OTCTYIIasl Ha IIIar Ha3ajl, 9ToObI JaTh €l TPOCTPAHCTBO IS
pasmblIeHui. — Eciv Tel JeWCTBUTENTLHO X0Uelllh OOPOThes, JaBaii nmornpodyeM. Ho 3Haid, myTh 3TOT
TpyJIeH, U, BO3MOKHO, ThI TOTEPsIeIIb OOJIBbIIIE, YeM TeOe MPeICTaBIIACTCS.

Ona KMBHYJa, TOHUMAsI, YTO PUCK COMPOBOKAAET JoOble AeiicTBrs. HO B 9TOT MOMEHT B eé
ceplie 3aXIJach UCKpa HAJIEKAbl — HAJEKIIBl HA TO, YTO OHU CMOTYT CIIPABUTHCS C STUM MHPOM
BMECTe, HECMOTPsI Ha TeHH, YTO TOKUIAN UX 32 KaXK/IBIM YIJIOM.

26



JI. A. PemennoBa. «Muxei»

«MOXeT, 9TOT AeMOH IMOoCIaH MHe cyap0oi? I BO3MOXHO, OH MOKaKeT MHE TOT HEe3pUMBbIIA
MUD JTI0OBH, KOTOPOro MHE Tak He XxBataer? I MoxkerT... st BooOie He Oyaymuii anres moosu? A...
cykky0? Her! Bpen! CykkyO — 3TO Tpsi3b, MHOKECTBO MYKUUH».

JleMoH ¢ uHTepecoM HabMoAAN 3a e€ 33 JyMUMBBIM JIUIIOM, HAXO[s1 €r0 CAMUM COBEPIIIEHCTBOM,
a TO, YTO Y HEero JIaBHO He ObUIO CeKca, CHITHO J1aBaJIo O ceOe 3HaTb.

— He xouy! — HeO)kMIaHHO BHIKPUKHYJIA OHA.

— Yero He xouelb? — MPUIIOAHSLT OpOBb, B €r0 I71a3aX CHOBA IUIECKAIach UPOHUSI.

JleBy1iika CKOH(Y3UIACh.

—Yro? O1, s BckpukHyJa Benyx? Her. Huuero.

OH cHOBa NpuOIU3MIICS, 00/1aB € TaKUM KapoM, 4To y He€ Ha MUT ociabenu Horu. OHa ermné
HE 0CO3HaJIa TOTO COCTOSTHM S, 30BYIIIEECs «BO30YKIEHHUEM>» IPH BU/IE MOJIOAOTO IMIMKAPHOTO IOHOIIIH.

— JloroBapuBaii, MajieHbKasl JITYHbSI.

BricTaBui pyku Ha CTeHY BOKPYT €€ T'OJIOBBI.

— ¢ He Xouy cTaTh CYKKYO.

Ero rmaza pactmpuiuchk. OH yeMeXHYJICS.

— I'mynas anrenuna. CykkyO Takve HaMBHbIC JIEBCTBEHHHUIIBI KaK Thl He CTaHOBATCS. O TBOEM
yzene st Tebe yxke ToBeJal paHHee. A BOT MOEH JIMYHOU CYKKYO — ObLT Obl HE TIPOTHB.

[TpoBEN THUTBHOM YACTBIO KMCTH €H TO IIeKe, I1ee U OMyCTUJICS Ha IPyb.

JleByIIka 3acThula Kak W3BasHUE, HE B CWJIAX OTTOJIKHYThH ero. IJla3za geMoHa 3aTsSruBajiu
KyZ1a-TO B TaKylo O€3JIHY, UTO €CJT OCTYIHThCS, BBIXO/IA OTTYa He OyIeT.

Ona nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK B TPyAM HApPACTaeT MAHUKA, NEPEeruIeTalonasics ¢ HeBeJOMbIM Blieue-
HueM. Cepjlle CTy4aao B TaKT HApacTaIOIIEMy BOJTHEHHIO, M Y)KACHO XOTEJIOCh OIIYTHUTh €ro JibIXa-
Hue, ero terio. Her. 1o He ObII0 TeruioM. DTo OBLUIO KapoM, TaKWM, YTO Ka3ajoch, OHA cerlvac
3aropyTCs, BCIIBIXHET Kak (pakes. HamoMuHaHue 0 ToM, YTO OH AEMOH, OTAAJISNIO €€, HO 3TOT MOMEHT
ObLJT CITUIIIKOM CHJIBHBIM, YTOOBI OTCTPAHUTHCS.

— Twl Tpyaunachk Tak JOJITO, YTOOBI CTaTh AHTEJIOM JIIOOBH, pa3Be 9TO HE Kaxercs Tebe riry-
nbIM? — Muxeil pooiiKal, ero roioc HalmoMUHaJ IIENOT BETPa B IEPEBbsIX, HATHETAIOLIMIA aTMO-
cepy UHTUMHOCTH.

— 3aueM npATaThCs OT TOTO, YTO Thl MOKEIIIb CTaTh CHIIbHEE, YeM Koraa-immoo? Tebe He ctout
OO0ATHCSI CBOEH CYITHOCTH. BO3MOXKHO. .. THI yke JaBHO He aHres. W motepst OenbIX KpbUIbeB JIUIIIb
NepBbIX mar Ha myTy. [1yTu B Ipyryio peasbHOCTb. IHOW MHp U CyIIIeCTBOBaHHUE.

E€ coOcTBeHHBIE MBICTHM TIEpETLIeTaINCh, CO3aBasi MO3anvHble KAPTUHKU — 00pasbl KU3HH,
HAIIOJTHEHHOM CTPaXOM M CKPBITHOCTBIO, U IPYTOM, MOJTHOM CMEJNIOCTH U OTKPHITOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa
TaK kaxaana. Heyxemu o mpaB? MoxeT, BHYTpH He€ IeMCTBUTEIbHO TAUTCS CUJIa, CIIOCOOHAS 3Me-
HUTb BCE?

— 1 He yBepeHa, 4To TOTOBa K 9TOMY, — IPOU3HECIIA B 3aMeIIaTeILCTBE, HO TOJIOC 3aJpOXKa OT
KeJIaHUsI IOHATh. — YTO eciu 51 motepsiio cedsi B 3ToM?

— Yro, eciu TH 0OpeTeNIb ceOsi? — OTIaprupoBaI JIEMOH, €ro I71a3a OJecTesi MPUIMBOM YITyO-
Jsttomerocsi MHTepeca. — JKU3Hb B ay — 3TO HE TOJBKO CTpaxH, HO U vyaeca. Tak mouemy Obl He
PUCKHYTb?

OH cHOBa MPUOIU3UIICS, ¥ OHA OIIYTHUJIa €T0 ropsiyee JbIXaHue Ha KOXe, OIyIeHHe ObLIO KakK
1esIeOHbIN Oab3aM, 3aKUBJIAIONINN €€ BHYTpEeHHHE paHbl. [71a3a ero CBeTW/IMCh MPUTSIKEHUEM, U
B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa IMOHsIJIa — BOZMOXKHO, €/ CTOUT CHEJIaTh IIar BIEePER U COSAMHUTh CBOU CTPAXU C
KEJIAaHUSIMH, YTOOBI 0OPECTU Ty CaMyl0 HEBUIUMYIO PEaIbHOCTh, O KOTOPOM TaK JaBHO MEUTaa.

JleByIiIka 3aKpblia I71a3a B OKUJAHUH Yero-To Oosbiiero. [leMoHa He Hao ObUIO YTOBapyBaTh.
OH npuxai e€ K cede ¥ MPUIBHYIT K 30BYIITUM I'yOam.

[Nonemnyit OpUT 6e3MOJIBHBIM OTBETOM Ha BCe €€ TpeBOru. B TOT mur, Korjaa ux ryOobl BCTpeTu-
JIMCh, MUP BOKPYT OYATO pacCTBOPUJICS, OCTABUB JIMIIIb UX IBOUX B TYCTOM OOJIaKe CTPACTH U 3arajiku.
7Kap ero Tena MpoHUKa B KAKAYIO €€ KIETOUKY, 3aCTaBIsAs 3a0bITh O OECIIOKOMCTBAX U CTpaxax, 4To
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TaK JI0JTO Biajienu ero. [IpekpacHblil JeMOH ObUI, KaK TUIATUHOBAsI HUTh, MPOTSHYTAasA CKBO3b ThMY,
roToBasi MPOBECTH €€ B HOBBII MUP, O KOTOPOM OHa JJa’ke HE OCMEJIMBAJIaCh MEUTATh.

JleByIKa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK €ro PyKH UCCIIEAYIOT € TaJMIo, MPHKUMas K cebe. ITOT KOHTAKT
OBbLIT OTHOBPEMEHHO OOKHUTAIONIMM U YAUBUTEBHO ycrokauBaonmM. C Kaka0i MUHYTON e€ Tpex-
HUE TIPEJICTABJICHUSI O KU3HU U JIOOBU PYIIAJIKMCh, OCTABJISIS MECTO HOBBIM OIIYIIEHUSIM, HOBBIM
keJlaHusiM. BeIBasio JiM Tak, 4yTO MOTEPsi CTAHOBWJIACH HAYAJIOM Y€ro-TO HEBEPOSITHOTO?

— Tr1 He moTepsienb ceOs1, — MPOIIENTAN OH, OCTaBJIsAsA Noneyit Ha e€ mee. Ero romoc Obut
HAIOJTHEH YBEPEHHOCTH, M OHA IBITAJIACh YJIOBUTH €ro CyTh, OyATO e€ AyIla Kakialla ero Teria,
KaK 3eMJIS TIoClie IOk /asl. A Belb y Heé emié Oblia aymia. BepHee OCKOJIKY, OCTaBIMECs TOC/Ie BCEX
notepb. ByATo cama ThMa TuIsicana BOKPYT, yBepsisl, YTO BBIOOP ObLT JIUIITH 32 Hel — IIOBEPUTH B CBOIO
CHJTY UJIM OCTAThCSl B 3aTOUECHUM HEXeJIaTeJIbHbIX HOPM M CTPaxoB.

— 51 He TroTOBA, HO. .. — MpoIIeNTala, U Ha MTHOBeHUe Kosiebanack. bophOa ¢ coO0i MpoIoKu-
Jack. — Xouy. f Xouy y3HaTh, UTO CKPBITO 32 TpaHblo. MOXET, TO UMEHHO TO, YTO 51 UCKaJia BCE ITU
rogsl. U ceituac, Korja rpaHuiia Mex/y CBETOM M ThbMOMW pa3MbIBaslach, OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€
CepILe 3aMoHAETCsl CMEJIOCThIO, HaJl KOTOPOH paHblIIe JIUIIb CMEsIach.

C Kax/1pIM I111arOM HaBCTPe4y HEM3BECTHOMY, €€ MUP HAIOJTHSLJICS HOBBIMHU KpacKkamu, (POpMHU-
pys HOBbIe TOpr30HTHL. OHa roToBa ObLJIA HAYaTh MyTh, M 3TOT IEMOH OBbLT TEM KOMITACOM, KOTOPBIN
yKa3blBaJl HAIPaBJIEHUE.

OH nioMor eii 0CBOOOTUTHCS OT OJICKIBI, U caM, Oy/ITO cOpackiBast OKOBBI, OBICTPO N30ABUJICS OT
cBoeit. OOHaKEHHBbIE, OHU MPWILHYJIN APYT K APYTY, KOXKA K KOXKe, KaK IBa MarHUTA, MPEOIOJICBIINX
Bce mperpajsl. JIeMOH HeXHO Apa3HUIT e€ HalpsKEHHBIE COCKH, TIOOYEPEIHO Jlackas Ty0aMu, Oy/ITo
coOupasi HeKTap C IMKOBMHHBIX 1BeTOB. Ero pyku CKOJIB3MIIN 10 M3rudam AeBUYbero Teja, 00BOIs
Kak/Iplid canTUMeETp. HO B KakJOM ero mpuKOCHOBEHUH 1yBCTBOBAJIACH CACPKAHHOCTb, KaK OyJTO OH
OCTaBJISUT €i1 TIOCTIeHUI IITAHC OTCTYINUTh. MuXesi MaHUJIO K Hell ¢ MepBoro B3MIsAAa, HO ceidvac, B
9TON MHTUMHOM OJIM30CTH, OH OTYETIMBO OCO3HABAI: OHA MPUIIUIA K HEMY, TBHKAMAs OTYasSTHUEM,
3aKJIIOYMB CAEJKY B HaJIeK/ie OOpPecTH yTpaueHHbI cMMBOJ ooBU. Ho 3T0 He To, uero oH xoten. Mx
cOMmmkeHre, HaYaToe CO JIKK, Hen30eXKHO MPHUBEIET K pazoyapoBaHuio. M korma 10 He€ ToUaeET, 4to
BCe €€ YCHIIUSI OOpECTH KPbUIbsl pa30MIIUCh O CKJIBl peajbHOCTH, OHA TOPbKO MOKaJIeeT.

OH 3amep, OUHYBIIKCh OT HaBaXJeHUs. [IeByIKa BOIPOCUTEIBHO MTOCMOTpENa Ha Hero, U Ha
e€ IeKax paciBes HEXKHbIA PyMSsIHELI.

— Kak T1e6s 30ByT?

HeoxunaanHsiil Bonpoc, Mpo3ByyaBlIMi B TAKOW MUKAHTHBIA MOMEHT, 3aCTall €€ BPacCIlIOX.

— Yro?!

— Kak TBO€ nms? — B ero mazax Mepuaii oTONecKH IJIaMeHH, a BO30YKAEHHBIA OpraH yIu-
pavics eii B Oepo, HAIIOMUHAS O JKeJIaHUH, KOTOpoe OH 00Y3/IbIBaJL.

— Mu... panga.

JleMOH yJIBIOHYJICS, ¥ HA €T IeKaX MPOsSBUIHACH TYKaBble IMOUKH.

— A meHst — Muxeid. Mupanpa. .. Tol ipekpacHa. Ho Tl coBepinmia ommoky.

— B cmbicne?

— Tol TIynasi aHTeNIMIa, — OH JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICA €€ J10a MaJiblieM M OTCTpaHuJICs. — 51 6e3yMHO
X0uy TeOs1, HO He MOT'Y JIUIIIUTh HEBUHHOCTH.

— Ilouemy? — €€ HaMBHBII BOIIPOC BbI3BAJ Y HETO KOPOTKUN CMEIIOK.

OH Hauas ofieBaThCsl, He OTPbIBasi OT HEE B3MIISIA.

— IoTomy 4TO THI He pa3BpaTHasI JEMOHMIIA U HE I'PEIIHUIA, TOTOBasI Ha BCE, JIMIIL Obl N30e-
KaTh Y4aCTH CTaTh KOPMOM yisi JapuHroB. Tel — maammii anren. M umenno anresn. Iloka... naBait
JOTOBOPUMCSI, THI OT/IAIIb ceOsl TOMY, KOTO IOJTI0OMIITH TIO-HACTOSAIIEMY. A He TaK, Kak ceiuac, MmbiTa-
SICh KyITUTb JTIOOOBB TIOTCKUMU yTexamu. CoracHa?

JleBy1ika, cropasi OT CThI/1a, TOKE Hayala OfIeBaThCsl.

— He oxupaia, 94To THI TaKOW. ..
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— Kakoii?

On ynbidascs, HaOMmoaas 3a e€ 3aMeNIaTeIbCTBOM.

— IIpaBunbHbIiA. TBOsI BBIIEPKKA COBCEM HE BSDKETCSI C 00pa30M MHKYOA.

— 41 — He uHKyO! — ero rosnoc cran xécrue. — 4 ke roBopui Tede.

— Ha. ITomuwo. Bepro. Teneps Bepio.

Mupanja oTBesa B3IJIsII, CTapasich CKPHITh CMyIlieHHe. B royoBe napui momHbii xaoc. OHa ¢
TPY/ZIOM TOXEPTBOBATh COOOHM pajii MPU3PAYHON HAIEK/Ibl, a BMECTO STOTO MOTyYrIa MOPAIHHYIO
JIGKIIMIO ¥ OTKa3. DTOT JIEMOH Ka3aJICsl COBEPIIIEHHO He IMOXOKUM Ha TeX KPOBOKATHBIX UyHOBHIII, O
KOTOPBIX €l paccKa3biBaIU. B ero riazax oHa Bujesa He TIOXOTh, a YTO-TO COBCEM APYTOe. .. COUyB-
crue?

— 41 He 3Hal0, YTO CKa3aTh, — MPOIIENTaNa, Tepeds Kpail CBOel pa3opBaHHOM 0OKU. — S mpo-
CTO... 1 B OTYASIHUU.

Muxeii iopomes Ovxke U KOCHYJICS e€ IeKH.

— §I nonumaro. Ho otyasinue — mioxoi copetunk. He mo3Bosisiii eMmy NpUHUMATh pellieHus 3a
TeOsI.

OH B37I0XHYJI M OTBEPHYJICSI K OKHY, 32 KOTOPBIM MTPOCTUPAJICS OECKOHEUHBIN CyMpaK.

— BosBpamnaiicss tomoit, Mupanaa. [Togymaii 000 BcéM. A 3aBTpa B MOJIeHb PUXOAU CIOIA.
[Noiném K UCTUHHOMY UHKYOY, U Thl BEPHEIIH €My BCIO OTKQUaHHYIO SHEPTHIO.

HeBymika Morda kuBHYy/Ia. OHa 9yBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 YHVKEHHOW M OMTHOBPEMEHHO OJIarojiapHO.
ITOT IEMOH TIOKa3aJl e, YTO OHA JOCTOMHA OOJBINEro, YeM MPOCTO ObITh pa3MEHHON MOHETOW B
Yy:;KOU UTpe.

Mupan/ia BbIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI, OCTABUB €T0 OTHOTO B CyMpadyHOM yoexuine. Briepenu e€ xna
JOJITUH ITyTh JOMOU U, BOZMOXKHO, IIIAHC HaYaTh BCE CHavasIa.

29



JI. A. PemennoBa. «Muxei»

I'nmasa 3
HoBble ncnbiTaHus

Muixeit OJITO CTOSIT y OKHA, IJIsijisl B TEMHOTY. B HEM OOpoiuch MPOTHBOPEUMBBIC YYBCTBA.
OH He Mor MOHSATb, 3a4eM OTITYCTU e€. [IleMOH, OTKa3bIBaOIIUICS OT cob1a3Ha, — 3T0 HoHceHe. Ho
YTO-TO B 3TOW HAMBHOW MAJIIIEX aHTeINLIE 3aTPOHYJIO ero. E€ oruasHue, ya3BUMOCTh... OH He MOT
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs €€ MOJI0KEHUEM.

Ha crienytormiee yrpo Mupania, coOpaBIIHCh C IyXOM, BHOBb IIEPECTYIHIIA TOPOT STOTO CKJIETIA.
Muxeii sxaan e€. B 3T0T pa3 B ero B3nisae He ObLIO U HaMEKa Ha TOXOTh, JIUIIb TEIoe yyactie. OHu
MOJTYa OTHPABHIICH K MECTy NpeObIBaHUsI UCTUHHOTO MHKYOA. [1yTh ObUT HEONMM3KWIA, U JEBYIIIKA
yyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 BCE Oosiee HeyBepeHHO. [Ipencrosinas BeTpeda myraiia e€, Ho mpucyTcTBie Muxest
JaBaJIO OLIYIIEHUE 3aIUTHI.

— OmH... B gapoctu?

JleMOH KMBHYI.

— Yro 51 emy ckaxy?

Yro nepenymaiia 1 OTIAEIIb €TI0 SHEPIHIO.

—Ho...

— XBarut! MuI yxe 310 06cyxnam. Ha sHeprun BepxoBHOro MHKYOa aHTesIOM Thl HE CTaHelllb.
Tem Goree AMypom.

OHa TsKes10 B3JOXHYJIA.

— Ioxosxke, Thl TOpa3I0 YMHEE MEHS.

— 9l mHoro yunscs. Cro Jiet u roBopu Tede 00 3ToM. A Thl Koraa-To yumiachk? Kak Tel BooOIIIe
cTajia aHrejaom?

—4... He noMHIO. — OrnycTHIa ToJIoBY.

— TouHO. MBI TO)€ 3TO MPOXOAXJIN: Bbl HE TOMHHUTE CBOEW MPOLION )KU3HU CMEPTHBIX 10 TOTO,
KaK CTAaHOBHUTECH aHTeJIaMH.

Tyt Mupanaa yBuaena MpauHoe, 3/I0Belliee CTPOeHue, OyATO BHIPOCIIIEE U3 CAMOW ThbMBI.

— Tenu! D1o ux nororo! OHO NosABIIsIETCS B pa3HBIX MecTax ropojaa. Hamo 6exars!

— 3auem? — OpOBU JIEMOHA B3JICTEIH.

— Onu cBenyT Hac ¢ yma!

— YromoHuch. § — 1eMOH, 1 MHe He npHcTaio 60saThes TeHel. x Basom B agy. U onu Gositest
Hac.

OH B34 €€ 3a PyKy U IOLIEN BIEPE], YBEPEHHOU ITOXOLKOM.

[TpuOMM3MBIIKCH K JIOTOBY TEHEH, AEBYIIKA MOYYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK XOJIOJ MPOHUKAET B caMoe
HYTpO. 3J0Bellee CTPOeHHe MCTOYaIo aypy Oe3bICXOIHOCTH, 3acCTaBiisisi €€ HEBOJBHO CXKATbCS.
OpHaxko ropsiyasi pyka IeMOHa, KPerko C:KUMaBIas e€ JIaJ0Hb, JaBajia CTOJIb HEOOXOIUMOE OIILyIIe-
Hue Oe3onacHoctu. OH OyATO U3TyYal yBEPEHHOCTb, KOTOpas nepegaBaiach v eu.

— ThI e aHren, XOTh ¥ NN, & TPACENIbCS KaK JapyK.

— 9710 KTO?

— Menkue rpei3yHbl 13 MOEW MTPOLUION KU3HHU.

— SIcno. 4I... HUKora He ObUTa CUJIbHA, CKOpee Ha0OOPOT U MOITOMY MCKaja ceOsl B MeuTax
CTaTh aHTeJIOM JIIOOBU. DTO MpOIIIe.

On ycmexHyics.

— Kakasg xe Tbl rynas.

BHyTpu n0roBa napui noaympak, JUIb TYCKJIble OTOJIECKU TUIAMEHU OCBEIlaid CBOAYAThHIC
MOTOJIKA Y U3BUJIUCTBIE KOPUAOPBL. TeHHU, Ka3aJl0Ch, )KUJIM CBOEH KU3HBIO, TAHIYsl HA CTEHAX U IPU-
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HUMas npuuynvBbie popmbl. MupaHga 4yBCTBOBaa MX B3IVISAbL, IPOHU3BIBAIOLINE HACKBO3b, HO
JEMOH ocTaBaJicsi HeBo3MyTUM. OH BBeJ €€ BIepE], Kak CKBO3b CTPOI HEBUIMMBIX BPAroB.

Bckope oHM Okazanuch B OOIIMPHOM 3aJie, TIe B IEHTPE BO3BBIIIAICS TPOH, OYATO COTKAHHBIH
U3 caMol KpoMelIHoi TeMbl. Ha 3TOM TpoHe Boccenana purypa, ckpbitast B U€pHBIX ofesiHusAX. Ot
He€ MCXOIUIIa HACTOJIbKO MOIITHAS aypa, UTO AEBYIIKY €Ba He JIMIIUJIO YyBCTB. DTO ObLT MOBEJIUTENb
TEHeW TOro ropoja.

31



JI. A. PemennoBa. «Muxei»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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