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Yacrse 1: Cepane xoama

I'naBa 1: YroJuéxk Hajgexabl

Makc weén no ynuie, He NOgHUMAs TroloBhl. g Hero mup
HAYMHAJICS ¥ 3aKaHYMBAJICS HA YPOBHE OOPIIOPHOTO KamHsI. Ac-
(basbT Moz ero cronTaHHBIMU KedaMu ObUT MOXOX Ha CTapylo,
pacTpecKaBIlylOCsl KApTY HEBEOMOM CcTpaHbl, 1 Makc, Kaxer-
cs1, BBIYYMJT Ha HEeW KXyl JIMHUIO, KQKAYI0 MIEpOMHKY, KakK-
AyI0 TEMHYI0O OTMETHHY OT IPOJIUTOrO KeM-To Koe. CMOTpeTh
1071 HOT'M OBUTO MPUBBIYHBIM AejioM. Tam, BHU3Y, HE ObLIO JIMII,
He OBbLIO I71a3, KOTOpble MOIIA OBl TOCMOTPETh HA HETO. .. WJIH,
YTO €IIE XYyKe, CKOJIb3HYTb IO HEMY, KaK I10 ITyCTOMY MECTY.

Boxkpyr Hero 6ypini ropon. [ToTok siosieit ObUT IIIOTHBIM, KakK
peka B 1ojioBofse. OHU CIENINIIN, CMESINCh, KECTUKYJIMPOBA-
JIY, TOBOPHJIU TIO TesiepOHy, CO3/1aBasi €AMHBIA, Hepa300OpUYHUBHINA
ryl1. Makc ObUT KaMHEM Ha JHe 3Toi peku. [ToTok He 3amedan
€ro, OH MPOCTO OOTEKAN ero ¢ IByX CTOPOH, M HUKTO, Ka3aJIoCh,
Jake He MeHsUT TpaeKTopuu. MIHOrIa ero Toskaiu mnjiedom, Opo-
cast Ha XO/1y KOPOTKO€ «M3BUHU», He 000paunBasich. [1Jiss HUX OH
ObLT MUMOJIETHBIM, OECIUIOTHBIM TIPEMSTCTBHEM, He Ooliee.

OH 3actaBu1 ceOs1 MOAHATD B3IJIsA[l, HO HE Ha JIIOJIEH, — Ha BUT-
puHbl. OrpoMHbIE, OTIIOJMPOBAHHbIE O OJiecKa CTEKJIA Maras3u-
HOB OBLIH €r0 JIMYHBIM 3epKajioM Mupa. B HuX orpaxkainach Bcs



KUITy4asi )KU3Hb YJIMIIBL: BOT Mpoexalia XKEHIIMHA Ha SPKO-KEN-
TOM BEJIOCHUIIEIE, €€ BOJIOCHI pa3BEBAIUCH, KaK (piar; BOT Mapoy-
Ka, B3SIBIIIKCh 32 PYKH, YTO-TO C 3KapoM 00CykJalia, UX JUIa Obl-
JI COBCeM OJIM3KO APYT K JAPYry; BOT OTell MOJKUHYM HA pyKax
MaJICHbKYIO JIOUKY, U €€ OTPaKEHHBIN B CTEKJIE CMEX, Ka3aJloCh,
OBLJT CJTBIIICH JIaXe CKBO3b TOPOJCKOM IITyM.

Cpenu 3TUX JI0/ied, B TOM e BUTpUHE, IUTbLT Makc. Ero ot-
paxenue ObuIO ApyruM. OHO Kazanoch ONeJHbIM, MMOYTH MPO-
3pauyHbIM. PuUrypa c onyieHHbIMU I1JIEYaMU, B CEPOid TOJICTOBKE
C HATSIHYTHIM Ha T'OJIOBY KaITIOIIOHOM, KOTOPBIN CKPBIBAJI €I0 JIH-
110 HEe XyXe, 4eM Iuiali-HeBuauMKa. OH He MET — OH CKOJIb3WII,
KaK MPU3pakK, HAJIOKEHHBIN Ha SIPKYIO, KUBYIO KapTUHKY. py-
TYe JTIOI B OTPaKeHUH ObLTM OOBEMHBIMU, HAcTOSATIIMMU. OH ke
OBbLT TUIOCKUM, JIByXMEPHBIM HaOPOCKOM, KOTOPBIA BOT-BOT CO-
TPET CJyYalHbIA TPOXOKHM.

Makc ocTaHOBWJICSI HAITPOTUB BUTPUHBI Mara3snHa UrpylIeK.
Tam, 3a ero nNpu3pavuHbIM CUITYITOM, CTOSIT OTPOMHBIN ILTIOIIE-
BBII MeJIBe/lb C JOOPHIMHU IJ1a3aMu-Tiyroputiamu. Ha MrHoBeHme
€My IMOKa3aJioch, YTO ME/IBEIb CMOTPUT HE B MUP, & CKBO3b HETO,
CKBO3b €I'0 OTPAKEHUE, BU/IS JIULIb ITYCTOTY. B 3TOT MOMEHT uyB-
CTBO OJJMHOYECTBA CTAJIO MOYTH (PUBUUECKUM — XOJIOJI, CKaBIIUI
rpyab. OH OBbLT 371€Ch, OH BN, €0 cepille OWIoch, HO s
MUpa, OTPAKEHHOTO B CTEKJIE, €ro He CYITIeCTBOBAJIO.

OH cHOBa OIMyCTWJI TOJIOBY U ILLIArHYJ AaJiblle, BO3BPAIIAsCh
K CBOE PacTpecKaBlIeNcs KapTe Mo HoraMu, KOTopasi BeJia ero
KaXJ/I0€ YyTPO B OJHO U TO k€ MECTO, — K IIUPOKUM IIKOJIbHBIM



nBepsim. Y eciu Ha ynulie ero MaHTHUsI-HEBUIMMKA €1IE XOTh KaK-
TO paboTaa, To 3/1eCh, BHYTPH, OHA HAYMHAJIA IPUHOCUTH COOH.

[IkoNbHBIA KOPUIOP HAa TMEPEMEHE HANOMMHAJ JIKYHIJIH.
Kpuku, BU3r, TPOMKUI CMEX, COTHSI Pa3rOBOPOB OJHOBPEMEH-
HO — BCE 3TO CMENIMBAIOCh B OMUH OOJBINON BOAOMAM 3BYKOB,
KOTOPBI, Ka3aJloCh, MOT cOUTH ¢ HOT. B aTOM Bofomane Makc
ObLT yesloBeKOM-xamesieoHoM. Ero rmaBHasi 3aaya — CIMTBCS
CO CTEHOM, CTaTh TAKUM K€ HE3aMETHbIM, KaK TPEILMHKA Ha Ka-
(penbHOM MUIMTKE.

OH nprKUMaJICA K TPOXJIAAHOM CTEHE, AeJlast BUJI, YTO UIIET
B PIOK3aKe UTO-TO OUeHb BakHOE. M3 3TOro yKphITHSI OH HAOJI0-
Jasi. MUMO MPOHOCUJIUCH CTAKU OIHOKJIACCHUKOB, U Makc uyB-
CTBOBaJI cedsl Tak, OyATO cuauT B Oatuckade Ha JIHE IIyMHO-
ro, Oypusiero okeana. OH BUJIEN, KaK BOKPYT TUIABAIOT BECETbIC
PBIOKH-OTHOKJIACCHUKH, HO BCE MX 3BYKHU JIOHOCWJIUCH JIO HETO
IJTyXO, KaK CKBO3b TOJIIILY BOMBI.

Bot Aptém, camblil OMY/ISIPHBIA MaJIbYMK B KJIACCE, TOKA3bI-
BA€T YTO-TO HA 3KpaHe TesnedoHa, U BCA €ro KOMIIAHUS B3PbI-
Baercsl or xoxora. Bor AHsa u JleHa, nyuive nmoapyxku, 3a-
KPBIB PTHI JIA/IONIKAMHU, IIEMYYTCsI O KAKOM-TO OOJIBIIIOM CeKpe-
Te. Makc He nibITajics nojaciymarb. OH 3HaI — J1ake ecii Obl OH
CTOSIT PSOM, OH Obl BCE paBHO He ycibiiai. Bokpyr Hero Obl-
Jm cteHbl. HeBuanmble, HO oueHb poyHble. OH caM UX CTPOUII,
KUPIUYKK 32 KUPIIUUMKOM, U3 MOJTYAHHUS U OIYIIEHHOTO B3IJIsI-
aa.
J3331Hb!



3BOHOK ObLT MOXOX Ha BOMIIEOHYH Mayodyky. OH OfHUM
B3MaxOM 3aCTaBUJI BCEX 3aMEPETh, a IOTOM — UCcYe3HyTh. Lllym-
HBIIA BOJIOMAJI BBICOX 32 JIeCATh CeKyHII. Bce phIOKM-OIHOKIIacC-
HWKH YIUTBITA B CBOM KJIACCHI-aKBAPUYMB.

Hacrynasa ocoOeHHasi TUIIMHA — HE TTPOCTO OTCYTCTBHE 3BY-
KOB, 2 HEUTO OOJIbIIIEe: OrPOMHAs], CJIOBHO OECKpaiHSIs IyCTHIHS,
¥ T'yJIKasi, OyATO BHYTPH He€ 3Bydall TUXUH, eBa YJIOBUMBI ro-
noc BeeneHHoM. Kaskpiil mar Makca 1o mycTomy KOpuiopy ot-
JaBaJICSl TPOMKHUM 3XOM. DTa THIIIMHA B €0 MUpe OblJIa HAMHO-
o TpoMYe, YeM Bech IIyM nepeMenbl. OH HIEN Mo KOpUIopY TO-
CJIEJITHAM, ¥ €ro HeBUIMMbIEC CTeHBl HUKYJa He Jienuch. [Ipocto
Ternepb, B 9TOM MMyCTOTE, OH YYBCTBOBAJ UX OCOOCHHO OTYETIIUBO.

STU CTEHbI OH 3aHOCUJI ¢ cOOOH U B KJ1acc. OH MPOCKaIb3bIBAI
BHYTPb, KaK MBIIIIOHOK. BOJBITMHCTBO pedsT yke CHIeIH Ha Me-
CTax, 3aKaHYMBasl TIOCJIE/IHUE Pa3rOBOPHI, U €ro MosiBJIieHNe HU-
KTO HE 3ameyvall.

Ero napra Opl1a caMo# ocieAHel, y OKHa. D10 ObLJIO JTyyuliiee
U camoe Oe30macHoe MecTo B Kiacce. UToObl 100paThest 10 HeE,
€My HY)XHO ObLIO MPOKTH yepe3 Bech psn. st Hero ato ObLI0
TIOXOXe Ha TPOXOf 1Mo MUHHOMY moimo. OH ABUTACS Kak Ha-
BUTATOP, IPOKJIAIBIBAIOIINI CaMbIil ©€30MACHBIN MapIIpyT: 000-
THYTb plok3ak Kupuna, He 3aeTh Horow cryn Marm, ¥ Hi B KO-
€M cJIydae He BCTPETUTHCS B3MISIIOM ¢ APTEMOM, KOTOPBIH CH-
e B TIeHTpe.

HakoHen-To ciacutesibHasi TaBaHb — COOCTBeHHas mapta. st
HEro 3T0 OBUIO HACTOSAIIMM YOEKHINEM, MAaIeHbKUM HeoOuTae-



MBIM OCTPOBKOM IOCpe v Oy piIsIIero okeaHa IKOJIbHOW KU3HU.
OH ceJt Ha CTYyJI TaK THUXO, 4TO TOT JJa)ke HE CKpuIHy. becirym-
HO TIOCTAaBWJI PIOK3aK Ha MO, OECIITyMHO JI0CTal yUYeOHUK U Tie-
HaJl. T0 ObLT ero oTpabOTaHHbIA 10 MeJoYeld puTyan HeBUIM-
MocTH. Ypok Havascs. Ha Onuxkaiiiue cOpok MsATh MUHYT OH
B 0€30MacHOCTH.

Bpems ypoka mposeresno, Kak B TymaHe. Makc cmotpen
Ha YUYUTEJbHUILY, HO €€ ToJ0C JOHOCHIICS OyATO U3 CTaporo pa-
JVOTPUEMHHUKA — CJIOBA ObUTH, & CMBIC/IA B HUX — HeT. OH 1po-
CTO kJaj. 2Kaai 3BOHKa, KOTOPBIM, KaK CTAPTOBBIM CUTHAJ, pa3-
peluT eMy HayaTh TOHKY. ['OHKY 1O MapIipyTy «IIKOJa-J0M».

Hy BoT, HakoHeIl-To, — n30aBUTENIbHAS TPEJIb!

[Mocnennuii ypok OKOHYEH. Makc He CpbIBaJICsl C MecTa, Kak
octasbHble. OH JEUCTBOBA MO CBOEMY, TaBHO IPOBEPEHHOMY
wiany «[Ipuspak». CHavyama T0KIaThCS, TIOKA CaMblid OOJIBIIION
NOTOK pedsAT BblHeceTcsl U3 Kiacca. [lotom, korma ocraHyTtcs
TOJIBKO CaMbl€ MeJUIUTENIbHbIE, HE CIellla CJIOKUTh BEILU U TOJb-
KO TIOCJIE 3TOT0, CTaB TEHBIO, BHICKOIB3HYTh B KOPUAOP.

[TyTh gOMOIi OBLT MOX0X HAa YPOBEHb B KOMIIBIOTEPHOM UTPE.
['maBHast 3agaya — noOpaTbesi O CBoe «0asbl», HE MOTEPsIB HU
OIHOM «KU3HW». «KMU3HM» OTHUMAJIUCh OT CIIyYallHbIX TOJY-
KOB, OT HACMEUUIMBBIX B3IJISI0B, OT TPOMKHUX KPUKOB 3a CIIH-
HOW. Makc JIOBKO yBOpAauMBAJICS, JIABUPOBAJI, MHOT/IA 3aMUPAJT
y CTEeHBI, MPOIYCKas 0COOEHHO OMACHYIO «BOJIHY» CTapIleKsIacc-
HUKOB.

ITocne, ka3ayioch, JOJATOro MyTH, OH JIOLIEN 0 JABEPU CBO-



el kBapTupsl OH BCTaBWJI KJIIOY, MTPOBEPHYJI, IIArHYJ BHYTPb
1 3aXJI0MHYJ e€ 3a coboit. IIEJIK. DToT 3ByK ObLT CAMBIM JTy4-
1M 3BYKOM Ha CBETE: 3BYK 3aKPbIBAIOLIETOCS IILJII03a €ro JINY-
HOT0 KOCMUYecKOro kopadsi. Bech 111yMHbIi, HEMOHATHBIA MUP
OCTAJICSI CHAPYXHU.

OH CKMHYII € IJIeY PIOK3aK, KOTOPBIA Ka3aJICsl HEMOIbEMHBIM,
CNIOBHO ObUT HaOWUT He ydeOHMKaMHu, a actepoujamu. [Jyxoit
cTyK 00 moJ1. Bc€. Muccus «BppkrBaHue» Ha CErofiHsl OKOHYEHa.

KomHara Makca ciaykuia €ro KaruTaHCKUM MOCTHUKOM.
TyCKJIBIV CBET OT JIAMITHI C OPAHKEBBIM a0a5KyPOM JIealt e€ yIoT-
Hol nemepoil. Ha crene Bucen Gosnbinoit miakar ¢ FOmurepom
U ero cnyTHUKaMu. Ha mosnke crosiia Mozienb pakeTbl, KOTOPYIO
OHH KOTJIa-TO KJIEWJIH C Manoi. 3/1ech Kax/1as Bellb OblIa Ha CBO-
€M MecTe. 371ech OH ObUT IJIABHBIM.

Makc nogomen k crony. Ero cokposuiie xpaHuioch B ca-
MOM HaIEXKHOM MeCTe — MOJl CTOMKOM CTapbIX KOMHUKCOB IPO CY-
neprepoeB. OH aKKypaTHO OTOABHHYJI KOMHKCHI U JIOCTaJT OOJTb-
IIyIO TETPajb B TBEPION YEPHOI OONIOKKE, TTAAKON U XOJIOTHOM
Ha orrynb. Ha Hell He ObUIO HM HaKJIEWKH, HU noamuc. HUKTo
U He jiorajaics Obl, 4TO ITO — €ro IJIABHbIA CEKpeT.

OH oTKpbUT TeTpaab. bernble, YUCThIe JTUCTHI MAXJIA YEM-TO
0COOEHHBIM — CMeChI0 OyMaru 1 BoeOcTBa. 1o ObLI ero THEeB-
HUK, B KOTOPOM OH He mucal, a pucoBail. [foroMy 4To Kak Hamnm-
caTh CIOBAMHU YyBCTBO, Oy/ATO Thl cTal mpo3paynbiM? Mim kak
OOBSICHUTD, YTO TUIIIMHA MHOT/Ia OBIBAET TAKOW I'POMKOM, UTO 3a-
kyaapBaer ymm? CiioBa BCE myTayid. A KapaHJall — HET, OH BCE



MOHUMAJT.

Makc B351 CBOM JTIOOMMBIF, OCTPO 3aTOUYEHHBIH KapaH/IaIll.
Dro ObUIa ero BoieOHas majovka. Ha MrHoBeHwe OH 3amep,
IJIsi/1s1 HAa TYCTOM JIUCT. Bech 1IyMHBIN JIeHb, BCE 9TH ObICTpbIE,
HEMOHSTHBIE JTIOIM B KOPUAOPAX, BCE KOChIE B3IISAbI — BCE ITO
ceifiyac MOXHO OBUTO TIPEBPATUTh B KAPTUHKY, U TOTJA OHO Tie-
pecTaHeT ObITh TAKUM CTPAIITHBIM.

[Manbiibl caMy HaYaIM pUCOBaTh. Y BCEX B Kjlacce ObLIM CBOU
KOMITaHWH, CBOM «KOMAaH/Ibl», a Y HEro KoMaHIsl He Obuto. Ka-
paHanl HAPUCOBAJI KPOIIEUHBIA KPYKOK B LIEHTPE JIUCTA. DTO
Obuta ero miaHera. [Torom Ha Hell MOSBUJICS MAJICHbKHI Yeslo-
BeueK B cKadaHape — 3To oH, Makc, — KOCMOHABT Ha HEOOUTa-
emoi 1uianete. OH cujienl, OOHSIB KOJIEHH, U CMOTpEN B YE€PHBIN
KOCMOC.

Kapanpam 3amTpuxoBajl TpOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT, Jejasi ero
TEMHBIM-TEMHBIM. A TIOTOM B 3TOI TEMHOTE HAYaJIU MOSABIIATHCS
Jpyrue riaHeTsl. Bot Oosbliasi, myMHasi, BCS B OTHSIX — «ILIa-
HeTa-BeuepuHKa». OT He€, Ka3aoch, Aaxke Ha Oymare JOHOCHT-
Cs1 My3bIKa. DTO, KOHEYHO, APTEM M €ro Apy3bs. A BOT ABE Ma-
JICHbKME TUUTAHETKHU, KOTOPBIE BCET/IA JIETAIOT BMECTE, CBS3aHHbIE
cBeTsIeNcs: HUTOYKor. 10 AHs 1 JleHa. [1o kocmocy nponocu-
JIVICh TIEJTbIE TAJITAKTUKY, KOMETHI, 3BE3/THbIe Kopadimu. OHM ObLIH
sIPKUE, )KUBBIE, © HUKOMY M3 HUX He ObUIO Jiesia JI0 €ro MaJjieHb-
KOI'0, OJMIHOKOTO aCTPOHABTA.

Makc omnoxui kapasaam. OH OCMOTPEST HA pUCYHOK, U EMY
CTAJIO YyTOYKY Jierye. byIro oH B3s11 BCIO CBOIO IPYCTh, BCIO CBOIO



HEBU/IMMOCTb, KOTOPAasi HAKOIUJIACh 3a JIEHb, U AaKKYPaTHO CJIO-
KW e€ Ha 3TOT JucT Oymaru. Tereps oHa OblTa HE BHYTPH HETO,
a CHapyXu, Ha KOTOPYIO MOXHO ObLIO MOCMOTpeTh. [levans yxe
HE Ka3aJiach TaKOM OOJIBIIION 1 CTPAIITHOM.

OH aKKypaTHO 3aKpbll CBOIO YEPHYIO TeTpaab. BHyTpu Hero
CTaJIO TaK e TUXO0, KaK B €ro KOMHaTe, Kak OyITo U3 OOJBIION
YaIlllK¥ BBUTMJIM BCIO MYTHYIO, TPSI3HYIO BOIYy W HAIlOJHWIN €€
YUCTOM M TTpoxJiagHoi. OH CripsTai CBOM JTHEBHUK OOpaTHO MO
cTornKy KoMukcoB. Ero cexper cHoBa Obul B Oe3omacHocTu. OH
TOYHO 3HAJ — THEBHUK BCE-BCE MOHSUT €3 €IUHOTO CIIOBA.

Criemytoriiee yTpo Ha4ajaoch Kak OOBIYHO: TaK ke, Kak BUYepa,
Y TaK K€, Kak no3aBuepa. by1uibHUK, KOTOPBIA HE XOUYETCs Bbl-
KJIIOUaTh, 3aBTPAK, KOTOPBIN HE JIE3ET B TOPJIO, TSIKENBIN PIOK3AK,
KOTOPBIX, KaXeTCs, 32 HOUb CTAJI €IlE Tsokesee. Make CHOBa Ha-
JieJ1 CBOIO CEPYI0 TOJICTOBKY — IPUBBIYHYIO, KAK BTOpasi KOXka, —
Y TIPEBPATHIICS B HEBUIMMKY. OH ObLI TOTOB K €I1I€ OHOMY JIHIO,
MOXOKEMY Ha BCE OCTaJIbHbIE.

Onnako Beenennas, BUIumo, peruia B 3TOT JJeHb HEMHOIO
U3MEHUTh CLICHAPUH.

3TO CIyYUIOCh Ha OOJIBILION MepeMeHe, KOTAa IKOIbHBIN KO-
pPUIIOp TYAEN, KaK pa3BOPOLIEHHBIA MypaBeHUK. Makc, Kak Bce-
/14, IJIbUI 110 TEYEHUIO, HO JEepKaJICsl y CaMoro Kpasi, y CTEHBI,
I71e IOTOK ObUT HEe TAKMM CHIIbHBIM. Ero myTh Jiexxan Mumo aoc-
K1 00bsiBIIeHUA. OOBIYHO OH YCKOPSUI 1Har B 3ToM mecte. [{ocka
OOBsIBIICHUI ObLTA TIEHTPOM MPUTSKEHUS ISl CAMBIX TPOMKUX,
CaMBIX BECENBIX, CAMBIX «BUIUMBIX» peOsT, 1 Makc 4yBCTBOBAT



ceOs1 psIIOM C HUMU TaK, CJIOBHO €ro BOT-BOT CMOET BOJTHOM.

CeronHs 4TO-TO 3aCTABUJIO €I0 3aTOPMO3UTD.

BricOKO€ OKHO HANpOTHB JOCKK OBUIO 3aJIMTO COJIHIIEM.
W onuH, 0cOOEHHO SIPKUIA U IIUPOKUH JTy4, Ma1aj MpsIMO Ha CTe-
HY, IIpeBpaias OObIYHYI0 MTPOOKOBYIO JIOCKY B CIIEHY, Ha KOTO-
POii BOT-BOT AOJIKHO OBLIIO HAUaThCs IipeicTaBiaenue. M B camom
LEHTPE 3TOU CUSIOLIEN CLIEHbI BUCEJT HOBBIM IUIaKat. SIpKo-ken-
ThI, COJTHEUHBI, OH CJIOBHO CBETHJICS U3HYTPH.

Cepauie Makca caenano crpaHHbiil KyisouT. OH 3amMep, Tpu-
TBOPUBIIIKCH, UTO €EMY HYKHO 3aBsI3aTh IIIHYPOK, KOTOPBIN U Tak
ObLT 3aBsI3aH Ha JiBa y31a. 13 310il «O6e30mnacHoi» MO3UIIH, TI0-
YTU CUJS1 HA KOPTOYKaX, OH YKpaJaKou HaOoaa.

K mnakary nopomniina kommnanust Apréma. OHU ObUTH TIOXOKHU
Ha MQJICHbKYI0O KOPOJIEBCKYIO CBHUTY: CMESUIUCh, TOJIKUIA APYT
JIpyra, ¥ Ka3ajoch, YTO BCE OCTaJIbHbIE B KOPUJIOPE PACCTYMAIOT-
cs1, naBasi UM fopory. OHU OPOCHUIIM HA KETHIN JIUCT MUMOJIET-
HBI, CKYYalOIMI B3IJIsA.

— «[Iporpamma oOMeHa» ? — poTsaHy1 ApTéMm. — Jl71s1 GoTaHU-
koB. [lonutuTe sydilie B CTOJIOBYIO, TaM cerojHs nuuua. Y ceu-
Ta, COIJIACHO KMBasi, IBUHYJIACh JaJIbIIIE.

Makxc Bb110XHY/1. OH Ja)ke He HOHSIL, UTO JI0 3TOrO HE JIbIIIAl.
Ecim ApTéMy 3TO HEMHTEPECHO, 3HAYUT, ITO HE «KKPYTO». A BCE,
9TO He «KPYyTO», ObLIO O30MacHON TepPUTOPUEH. DTO ObLI ero
IIaHC.

HN3331Hb!

CrniacuTesbHBIM 3BOHOK pa30rHaj Bcex Mo kjaccam. Kopumop



OIlyCTeJl 33 CYMTAHHBIE CEKYyH[Ibl. Makc ocTalsicsi OOUH Ha OJIMH
¢ cusgiommM wiakatoM. OH memneHHo nopassuics. [ar. Emge
omuH. Kaxaplii mar K 1ocke ObLT TOXO0X Ha IIar B HEU3BEJaHHOE.
OH uyBcTBOBaJ ce0s1 KOCMOHABTOM, KOTOPBIN BIIEPBbIE CTYIAET
Ha MOBEPXHOCTb HOBOW TIAHETHI.

[Momolias BIUIOTHYIO, OH TTOHSUI, YTO TUIAKAT OBLT eIIe JIyyllie,
JyeM Kazajcs uzaaineka. Ha HéEM ObLTi HapuCOBaHBI CHHKE TOPHI
C 3aCHEKEHHBIMU BEPLIMHAMH, TEIJIOE MOPE, B KOTOPOM OTpa-
KaJIOCh COJIHLIE, U HE3HAKOMBIN TOpPOJ C YIOTHBIMU JOMHUKAMU,
a HaJI BCEM TUM — OOJIbIIINE, PHITAIINe OYKBHI, CJIOBHO HATIH-
CaHHBIE KUCThIO, OOMaKHYTOW B CAMO COJIHIIE:

«XOYEUIb [TOIMTPOBOBATD IPYT' VIO XKU3Hb?»

DT1H YeThIpe ciloBa ynapwii Makcy npsamo B cepaue. Ha. [a,
OH XxoreJl. bosblie Bcero Ha cBere.

Huke, 4yTh G0Jiee CIOKOMHBIM IPUMTOM, OBLIO 0OBSICHEHHE:
«[Iporpamma mikonbpHOrO oOMena! ITpoBenu 1ienbiit Mecsil B HO-
BOM ropojie, B HOBOH IIIKOJIE, C HOBBIMU JIPY3bsIMHU | »

Hoewtii 20po0. Hoeast wikona. Hoevie Opy3bsi.

DTU C/IOBa 3aKPYXWIUCh Y HETO B TOJIOBE, KaK BOJIIIEOHBIN
BUXPb. B HOBOM ropozie HUKTO He 3HaJl, YTO OH — «TUXUI Makc».
B HOBOI1 1IKOJIE Y HEro He ObLI0 ObI 3TOro Hutelida HeBUIUMKH,
KOTOPBIM TSHYJICS 32 HUM C TiepBoro kiacca. OH mMor Obl. .. Tpo-
CTO 3aiiTH B KJlacc M cka3aTh: «[IpuBer!». 1, MoxeT ObITh, KTO-
TO OBl €My OTBETHIL

TyT ke, OTKy/1a-TO U3 TIIyOWHBI, BHITION3 XOJMOAHBIN, JTATTKUNA
CTpax. «A umo, ecau u mam HUKmMo He omeemum? — NPoOwIU-



nea on. — Ymo, ecau mot npuedeutb, a mam 8cé O6yoem MouHO
mak dice? 1 mol Oyoeuuv eué 6onee 0OUHOKUM, NOMOMY YUMo MAM
He Oyodem dadce Meoeli KOMHAMbL U MB0e20 OHEBHUKA ?»

Makc modyBCTBOBaJ, KaK JaJOHU CTaau BiaxHbMH. CTpax
ObLT 1paB. DTO ObUT OTPOMHBIN PUCK.

OH cHOBa OCMOTpeJT Ha Tu1akat. Ha 3Tu cuHue ropel u Témioe
Mope. «Ho umo, ecau... umo, ecau 6cé oyoem no-opyzomy ? —npo-
uenman Opyeoli 2010¢, MOHEHLKULL U NOUMU HeCAbUHbLE. — Ymo,
ecau mam Haroémes xoms Obl O0UH UEN08EK, KOMOPbILL NOUMEM
meou pucyHku oe3 caoe?»

DTOT TOHEHBKHUI IOJIOC ObLT TOJIOCOM Ha/I€XK1bl, KOTOPbIH ObLT
TaKUM PeJIKUM rocteM, 4To Makc ucmyrascsi ero cnyrayTh. Hyxk-
HO OBUTO YTO-TO cenath. [IpsAMo ceiyac. 3anenurhbest 3a 3TOT
JIYYUIK.

Pyku, crierka poxa, moTsHy/IMCh K KapMaHy. OH J1ocTai Te-
nedoH. BrIcTpo ornsaencs mo cTopoHaMm — KOpUIOp ObLT MYCT,
JIMIIIIb T'YJT YPOKOB JIOHOCHJICS M3-3a 3aKPHITHIX ABepeid. OH HaBE
Kamepy.

HIEJIK!

DTOT 3BYK ObLJT TUXUM, MOYTH HECJBIIIHBIM, HO 111 Makca
OH MPO3BYYaJl, KaK BBICTPEJ CTAPTOBOrO nucrojiera. Bee. ['oHka
Hayvasach.

OH cyHyn TeiehOH B KapMaH M TIOYTH OeroM OpOCHIICS K CBO-
€My KJiaccy, Oro3/aB Ha 1oOpyo MUHYTY. Bech ypok oH cujen,
He crblma HU cioBa. OH MPOCTO YyBCTBOBAI, KAK B KapMaHe
JUKUWHCOB, TaM, IJ1e JIEKUT TeehOH, TEIUTUTCS YTO-TO MAJIEHbKOE



1 KUBOE.

It0 Gosble He OblTa MPOcTo (poTorpacdust. To OBUT €ro JIHY-
HBII, CEeKpEeTHBIN OusieT. MajleHbKUil, CBETAINUICS Yroj€K Ha-
JIeKIbI, KOTOPBIT OH TeTephb OyJeT HOCUTD ¢ COOOH U HE JaCT eMy
TIOTaCHYTh.

JloOpaBmivch 1OMOW U 3aXJIOMHYB 32 COOOW CHACUTETBLHYIO
JBepb, Makc mepBbIM J1eJIoM Opocui prok3ak B yron. CeromHs
emy Obl1o He 110 putyana «[Ipuspak». Ero cepaie BcE emé Ko-
JIOTHJIOCH OT JIHEBHOTO MpUKJII0UeHNs. OH BBITAIIWII U3 KapMaHa
Tesie(pOH U CHOBa OTKPbLUI (poTorpaduio.

Bort oH, stoT *)énteiii makar. « XOYEIID ITOITPOBOBATD
OPYTVYIO XXU3Hb?».

B sxuBoTe 3akpytuics uensiii poi 6adouek. OpHu ObuH
PaJOCTHBIE, 30JIOTUCTBIE, W MIEKOTAIM KPBUIBIIIKAMH, OOeras
HEBEPOATHBIE MPUKIIOYEeHUs. «[Ipedcmasnsiemn, — wenmanu
OHU, — HO8bllE 20pod! Hosvie yauyvt! Mooicem, mam ecmo maza-
3UH KOMUKCO8, Komopozo Hem Y Hac? Hau cmapwiii 3a0pouten-
HblIl NAPK, 20€ MONMCHO HAWIMU COKPOBULA ?»

Cpenv HUX ObUIM U Ipyryue 6A00YKK — TEMHBIE, C TSIKETBIMU
KpbUIbSIMU. «H umo mel mam 6yoewvp deaames 00uH? — 2yoeau
onu. — [lpsmamocs y cmenvt 6 Hogol wkone? Pucosamuv 6 Ho-
8ol komHame? /lymaeuts, ecau yexamos, meost MAHMUSI-HEBUOUM-
Ka cama coooti ucuesnem? Cmarem moavko xyoice!»

PanocTHbIe U cTpaliHble 0a00YKH YCTPOUIIU B )KMBOTE HACTO-
SIILy10 OUTBY. Makc OYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO €My HE XBaTaeT BO3AyXa.
Hy:xHo Obuto cpouHo crpstatbest. Ho ero oObranOe yoexwuiie —



JHEBHUK C PUCYHKaMH — Ka3aJIOCh CETO/IHSI CIMIIKOM MaJleHb-
KUM JIJISl TAKUX OTPOMHBIX YyBCTB.

Emy HyXHO ObUIO 4YTO-TO Apyroe. YTo-To MO-HACTOSIIeMY
OosbIIIoE.

Ero B3misA ynan Ha KHWKHYIO MONKy. Tam, cpenu yueOHu-
KOB Y TOHKHUX KYPHAJIOB, CTOSIJIU TOJICTBIE, MOTPENAHHBIE KHUTH
B TBEPIBIX OONOKKAX.

Makc nomomen K nojike M MPOBEN MajbleM M0 KOpPEIIKaMm.
OH 3Han Kaxayl KHUTY Ha oumiynb. Bor 3ta, ¢ IpakoHOM, —
ero joouMast. OH BelTam eé. Kaura Oblia TAKEION, Kak CIIv-
TOK 30j0Ta. HaspiBasach oHa «XpoHuku 3arepsinHbix Kopo-
JieBcTB». OH OTKpbUI €€. CTpaHUIIbl MAaXJIM NbUIbIO, TPUKJIIOYE-
HUSAMHM ¥ 9YeM-TO ell€, HeyJIOBUMO-CIIaKIM, KaK CTapblii 0a0yIII-
KUH CYHAYK.

Makc He cran yutaTb. OH OTKPbLUT KHUTY Ha CAaMOM MHTEpEC-
HOM MecTe — Ha ¢pop3anie. Tam Oblia kapTa. OrpoMHasi, CKJIaaHas
Kapra Bcero 3arepssHHoro KoposnescrBa. OH akKkypaTHO pa3Bep-
HYJI €€ Ha TOJTy U JIET Ha JKUBOT, TOAITIEPEB MOAO00POIOK PyKAMHU.

3710 OBLT €10 MUP.

31ech He ObUIO CKYYHBIX, OJIMHAKOBBIX YIHUIl. 371€Ch ObUIM
CkanucTble ropsl, TOX0XKE Ha 3yObl CIAIIEro ApakoHa, peka Ce-
peOpsiHast Hutb, kOTOpas, Mo JiereH/ie, TeKja u3 caMmoro cepia
aynbl, 1 lenuynmia Jlec, rae aepeBbsi yMeIW pa3roBapyuBarth.

Makc 3akpbli 1a3a U npeacraBui ceds tam. Bot on, Makc-
cieponsIT, UAET 1o tpore yepe3 lenmuymmii Jlec. OH He oauH.
PsimoM ¢ HUM — BOPWIMBHINA, HO TOOPHIA THOM 10 uMeHH [ prmM-



JIM, KOTOPBIH 3HAET BCe MOI3EMHBIE XOJIbl, 4 32 HUMU — ObICTpast
U JIoBKas 3Mbduiika Jlnapa, kotopasi yMeeT YMTaTh Cle/ibl 3Be-
peu ¥ NTUll.

Onu He npocTto 1| psiioM. OHK ObLTM KoMaHAoR. OHM J10-
BepsUIM eMy. «Makc, KyJa HaMm Ternepb?» — COpalIvBajl THOM,
1 Makc, B3MJISIHYB HA MOX Ha JIEPEBbsIX, YBEPEHHO IMOKAa3bIBAJI
MyTh. «Makc, Thl CHBIIIAT 3TOT 3BYK?» — IenTtana 1bpuiika,
1 Makc npuciymmBaics, omimyas XpycT BETKM M0 JIATIOM OJie-
Hsl OT LIaroB Bpara.

B atoMm mupe oH He ObuT HeBUANMKON. OH ObLT HYKHBIM. Bask-
HbIM. OH OBLT IpyroM.

OH OTKpBLI IV1a3a M CHOBa MocMoTpen Ha kapry. Ero ma-
sery ckomb3Hy oT [Hlemuymero Jleca k gaiekum CMHUM ropam.
HiMeHHO Tam, MO CIOXKETY KHUTH, T€POEB KJAJIO TJIaBHOE UCIIbI-
TaHUe.

Bnpyr ero ocenuio.

OH OBICTPO BCKOYMJI, CXBATHJI Teie(pOH M CHOBA OTKPBUI (o-
Torpacdwmio rakata. CuHYe ropsl, HAPUCOBAaHHbBIC HA HEM, ObUIH
TaK MOXO0XU Ha TOPHI C ero KapTel! Y 3TOT HOBBIW TOPOJI... ITO
Be/Ib TOKe ObLIO 4TO-TO Bpofe 3arepssHHoro Koponescrsa.

BHyTpu uTO-TO IENKHY0. Bee 3TM yackl, TpOBEAEHHBIE HAJL
KHUTaMH, BCE 9T MyTELIECTBUS MO BbIAYMaHHBIM KapTaM. .. MO-
XKeT, 9T0 ObUIa He mpocTto urpa? Moxer, 3T0 ObUla TPEHHPOB-
ka? BceneHHast TOTOBUJIA €70 K €ro COOCTBEHHOMY, HACTOSIIIIEMY
MPUKJTIOYEHUIO.

bursa 6aboyek B xuBoTe 3aTrxiya. CTpax HUKYyJA HE JIENICH.



[epen 6oIbIIIMM KBECTOM BCET/Ia CTPAIITHO, 9TO 3HAET JTI0OOH Ie-
pou. Ho Teneps, s Ha 1Ba MUpa — HAPUCOBAHHBIN B KHUTE
1 0OelaHHbIN Ha I1akate, — Makc 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO TOTOB.

OH ObLJT TOTOB C/IeJIaTh MEePBBIN IIIar.

[locne yxuHa, CKa3aB POAUTEINISIM, YTO XOYET HEMHOIO IO-
JBIIATh BO3MYXOM (YTO OBUIO OTYACTH TMPABIOH, MOTOMY YTO
OT MBICJIEH B TOJIOBE CTAJIO COBCEM JIYIIHO), MaKc BbIIIIEN Ha yJIH-
my.

Ha ropon onyckanuck cymepku. He6o u3 royooro craso Tém-
HO-CUHHM, TIOYTH (DUOJIETOBBIM, U HA HEM, KaK TIepBbIe CBETJISIU-
KU, 3KIJIUCh HECKOJIBKO 3B€3/1. POHApH HA YJIUIIE BKITIOYMIUCD,
UX JKENTHIN CBET JI€J1aJl MUP YIOTHBIM ¥ HEMHOTO TAWHCTBEHHBIM.

Makc meén, 3acyHyB pyKd B KapMaHbl. B onHOM KapMaHe Jie-
JKaJI KJII0Y OT JOMa, B Ipyrom — tesiepoH ¢ pororpadpuent mia-
Kara, KOTOPbIH, Ka3aJIOCh, BCE €€ CBETUJICSL.

On He crpows1 MapuipyT. OH IpOCTO WIEN, Ky/a BEIU HOTH,
a caMm B 310 BpeMs caymiai. CHOBa ciyIiaj 3Ty ABa rojoca, Ko-
TOpble paHee CIIOPUJIN Y HErO B TOJIOBE.

Makc nomen 10 KOHILA YJIUIbl U OCTAHOBWICA TOJ CTapbIM
kamTaHoM. Crop rojocoB 3aTux. Makc NOHsLI, €CJIM OH OCTaHeT-
cs1, BCE OyeT mo-crapomy: 0e30MacHO, IPUBBIYHO U OECKOHEY-
HO OITMHOKO. A ecjii OH ToejieT. .. OyneT crpamHo. Ho tam Oy-
JeT warc.

On npuHsin pemieare. OH monpooyer.

OpHako, Kak TOJIBKO OH 9TO PelInI, B )XMBOTE BMECTO MOpXa-
IOIMX 0a00YeK MOSIBUICS OIVH, HO OYEHb TSIKENBIA KaMEHb, KO-



TOpBIN HazbIBaICs «[IOrOBOpUTH C poaUTENAME>.

Makc MeIsIeHHO MOIIEN 00paTHO K cBoeMy jioMy. Tenepb, Ko-
I/1a OH OOEIUI CBOMX BHYTPEHHUX JPAKOHOB, €MY MPEICTOSLIIO
BCTpeTUThCs ¢ Hactosimmu. Hy, He coBceM ¢ ipakOoHamu, KO-
HEYHO, ¢ MaMol | nanoi. Ho 310 OblJ10 e/1Ba i He CTpariHee.

OHu ke HUYero He 3HaIoT.

JlJ1st HUX OH — MPOCTO UX ChIH. CIIOKOMHBIN, TUXUW MAJIbUUK,
KOTOPBIN JIIOOUT YuTaTh U pricoBaTb. OHU HE BUJAST €ro MaH-
TUM-HeBUIUMKHU. OHHU HE 3HAIOT, YTO OH 00€EAET B IIIKOJIE OJMH,
MpsYach B CaMOM JIAJIbHEM YTy CTOJIOBOM. OHU HE 3HAIOT, YTO
OH PUCYET B CBOEM JTHEBHUKE OIMHOKUX KOCMOHABTOB.

Uro oH um ckaxer? «Mam, mam, s XOo4y yexaThb Ha MeCSIIl
B ApYyrou ropoa»?

[lepseiii sxe Borpoc Oyzet: «[louemMy, CBIHOK 7.

UYro on orBeTUT? UTO Y HEro 311ech HeT Apy3en? Uto oH uyB-
ctByeT cebst mpuspakoM? CkaszaTh 3TO BCIYX — BCE paBHO UTO
MPU3HATHCS B CaMOU yKacHOW TailHe. OH He XOTel BUIETh B UX
rJ1a3ax rpycTb WK xkanocTb. OH HE XOTEJN UX pacCTPanBaTh.

«Mooicem, onu npocmo ckadxcym ,Hem“?» — nopyman Makc,
1 OT 3TOM MBICJIM KAMEHb B JKMBOTE CTa elle Tsokenee. OHU cKa-
kYT, UTO 3TO MJIYNOCTH, YTO y HErO BCE XOPOIIO, U TOrAA €ro
MaJICHbKUH, CBETAIIMKCA YTOJEK HAJEXKbl MPOCTO. .. MIIUKHET
1 MOracHeT.

Makc AomI€En 10 CBOEro IoMa U OCTaHOBUJICSI HA TTPOTHUBOIIO-
JIOKHOW CTOpOHE yiuIpl. OH MOCMOTpPEN Ha CBETAIIUECS OKHA
CBOEH KBapTUPHI HA TpPeTheM dTaxe. BOT oHa, ero «baza», ero



KPErnocTh, HO CErOHs OHA BhIIIsiienia nHaue. OHa Obla oX0Xka
Ha 3aMOK, B TPOHHOM 3aJieé KOTOPOT'o €ro ka0 caMoe IIaBHOE
ucnbitanue. [lepBoiii 60cc B €ro KBecTe.

OH npezcTaBul, Kak 3aX0IUT, KaK Mama CIpalIMBaeT, i€ OH
ObLJI, M KaKk eMy HYKHO OyZIeT HauaTh TOT pa3roBop... M kameHb
B JKUBOTE CTaJl TAKUM TSIKETIBIM, UTO, KQ3aJI0Ch, TSIHYJI €70 K 3eM-
Je.

Her. He cefiyac. Emié He cenuac.

['epou B kHUTax Bcerga HaXonwim B cede cmenocts. OHu cpa-
KaJMCh C OPKaMU, KOJITyHAMH ¥ IPAKOHAMU, & eMy HYKHO ObLIO
MIPOCTO TIOTOBOPHTb.

OH crioTHy1. D70 ObLIO0 cTpaiHo. Ho OH MOMHWMI, 4TO 4yB-
CTBOBAJI, IM1s151 Ha T1akaT. OH OMHUJI CBOM PUCYHOK OIMHOKO-
ro KOCMOHABTA, U OH TIOHSLJI, YTO OOSATHCS Pa3roBOpa — 3TO Ofi-
HO, & OCTaThCsl HA CBOEM OJIMHOKOM IJIAHETE HAaBCEraa — ropasio
CTpallIHEE.

Emy HyXHO OBUIO e1Ié HEMHOTO BpEMEHH, eIllé HEeMHOTO TIo-
XOIWTh, COOPATHCSI C MBICTISIMU.

OH OTBepHYJICSI OT CBOMX CBETSIIIMXCSI OKOH U TIOIIEN /1ajIblIie,
BIJTYOb YJHUIIBI, IPOCTO YTOOBI OTTSIHYTh 3TOT MOMeHT. OH cje-
Jlasl eni€ OMH KPyYr IO KBapTaly, MOTOM €IIE€ OJUH, HO YJIMLIBI
HE MOTJIN ObITh OECKOHEUHBIMH, a BeUep CTAHOBUJICS BCE XOJIOI-
Hee. [Topa ObUTO BO3BpaIlaThCsl.

OH cHOBa MOAOIIEN K cBoeMy AoMy. Ternepb OH ObLT FOTOB.
Hy, nournu.

[1yTe OT Kpasi 1BOpa OO ABEPU €ro Moabe3aa BAPYT MoKa3a-



Cs1 eMy CaMbIM OIaCHbIM YYaCTKOM BCETrO €ro KBeCTa: YPOBHEM
«JIBOp TEHEWN».

31ech ObLIO THXO, HO 3Ta TUINIMHA ObUIa )KUBOK. OHa ObliIa Ha-
MIOJIHEHA IIOPOXaMU, CKPUIIaMU U JAJIEKUM TYJIOM Topoja 1 Te-
HSIMHU, KOTOPbIE ObLITA TIOBCIONY.

OrpomHOe cTapoe AepeBo, KOTOpoe THEM Ka3ajoch JOOPHIM
JIEIYIIKOM, ceryac MpeBpaTujioch B KOCTJISIBOTO BejukaHa. Ero
roJible BETKU TSHYJIUCh K HEOY, Kak COTHU CKPIOYEHHBIX MaJIbIIEB,
a TeHb OT HEro Ha 3emJie ObLIa MOXOXa Ha TMUTaHTCKOTO TayKa,
KOTOPBIN 3aMep U KJal.

Makc noexuscs.

OH cpenan miar, noTom emi€ onuH. PoHapp HaJ €ro rojloBou
3aKErcsi, BHIXBATUB U3 TEMHOTHI Kpyr acaibra. Ha cekyHay cra-
70 6e3onacHo. Ho kak TOJBKO OH chenaj Imar u3 3TOro Kpyra
cBeTa, (pOHaph, Ka3ajaoCh, HE MMPOCTO OCTAJICA MO3a1, OH CMOMI-
pen emy Beaell. Ocyxpaatomie. CinoBHo cripammBan: «M kyna ato
ThI UAIEIIL, MaJIeHbKMI Tpyc? [lymaerib, y TeOs1 4TO-TO MOITyYHUT-
cat».

Ero cobcTBeHHas TeHb, JUIMHHAS U KpUBasi, MooOexasa Briepe-
v "Hero. OHa ObuIa MOX0%a Ha TOIIero, ropdaToro Tposis, Ko-
TOPBIN B cTpaxe yoeras, OpOCHUB CBOETo XO3sMHA.

«Bom-6om, — npouunen y nezo 6 2onoee Brympennuii Bop-
uyH, — 0adice Meost MeHb 3HAEN, Umo Mo naoxas ames!»

[Tpoexana mamuHa. E€ dappl Ha MrHoBeHue ocienwiu Mak-
ca, a Bce TeHU BO J1BOpe BAPYT OkWid. OHU BBITSHYJIUCH, MET-
HYJIMCh B CTOPOHBI, 3aluisicaid. Te€Hb OT Kadejeu INpeBparu-



JIach B O'POMHBIE YEJTIOCTH, KOTOPbIE MIETKHY/IN B BO3yXe. TeHb
OT KyCTa CUPEHM CTaJla II0X0Ka Ha IMMPUTAUBILIErOCS BOJIKA, TOTO-
BOT'O K MTPBDKKY. DTOT BOJIK OBUT COTKAH U3 ero crpaxoB. M3 cTpa-
Xa YBUJETh pa304yapoBaHue B Ila3ax Mambl. M3 crpaxa, 4To nana
CKaXeT CBOE TBEPHOE «HET». M3 cTpaxa, YTO OHM HA4YHYT 3a/1a-
BaTh BOIPOCH], HA KOTOPbIE Y HEro He ObLIIO OTBETOB.

Makc yckopwi wmar. Cnenyiomuid ¢poHaps. HoBbIl 0CTpoBOK
6e3onacHocT. OH nepesén nyx. [lo ABepH ero noabesaa ocra-
BaJIOCh BCETO HECKOJILKO METPOB, HO OHU ObLITM CAMBIMU TEMHBI-
mu. PoHaph HaJ BXOIOM MOYEMY-TO He ropedn. [Ieeps Oblia mo-
X0%ka Ha 4€pHYyI0, 6€33y0yIo MacTh Merephl.

Betep npoHEccs no JBOpy, 3alleeCTeB CYyXUMU JHUCThSIMU.
IroT menect ObUT MOXOX HA MIETOT.

«Huuez0-0-0 ne @vl-vi-iidem... Huuezo0-0-o ne uzmenumcs-a-
a...»

Makc 3amep. OH OYTH MOBEPUJT ITOMY HIENOTY, MOYTH pa3-
BEPHYJICs, YTOOBI yOekaTh OOpaTHO, Ha CBET, M 3a0BITh PO 3TY
JOypAaLKyIo 3aTelo.

TyT OH BCIIOMHWJI OAMIHOKOTO KOCMOHABTa HA CBOEH IJIAHET-
ke. BcroMHuMII repoeB U3 KHUT, KOTOpblE HUKOTAA HE CIaBaJINCh
niepes; BXOIOM B Meniepy APakoHa.

OH r1yOOKO B3IOXHYJI, 32KMYPHJICS W IIarHyl B TEMHOTY.
OpuH miar. Bropoii. Tpetunt. Ero pyka Hatynaia XoJoAHyI0 Me-
TAJIMYECKYIO PYUKY JIBEpH.

On cnpaBuiics. OH nporen «/IBop TeHem».

Tenepp ocrancs MocjaelHUd ypoBeHb: «JlecTHuiia comHe-



HUW».

IBepp moabe3ga 3axJONHYJACh 32 HAM, U €€ I'POMKOE
«KJTALL!» 3X0M pa3Heca0ch MO JECTHUYHOU KJIETKE. JTOT 3BYK
OBbLJT MOXOX Ha IIETYOK TaliMepa, KOTOPbIN Havyal 0OpaTHBI OT-
CYET.

31eck, B mogbe3e, ObUIO THXO, HO 3TO ObUIA HE Ta THIIVHA,
YTO B €ro KOMHaTe. JTa Obl1a TyjKas, JaBsinas TumuHa. [1axio
YEeM-TO CTAPbIM: MbUIbI0, KPACKON M HEMHOI'O — MAMUHBIM CYIIOM
u3-3a cocelcKor aBepu. TycKJas JaMIiouka 1noj NoTOJIKOM MHU-
rajia, To Morpyxas JEeCTHUILy BO MpakK, TO CHOBA BbIXBAThIBasl €€
Y3 TEMHOTBI.

Makc B3sICA 3a XOJIOIHBIE, INIAJKKE TIEpUJIa U TOCTABUII HOTY
Ha NIEPBYIO CTYIIEHBKY.

Tyt ke ero BHyrpennnit BopuyH, KOTOpBIN, Ka3a0Ch, 3aTUX
Ha YyJIUIIE, CHOBA IMPOCHYJICSI.

«Hy 6om, — 3awenman on npamo 6 yxo. — Ilocaeonuii warc
nepeoymamo. IIpocmo eepréutvest 6 ceoro komnamy. byoeuro pu-
cosamv. Yumamo. U nHuxkmo Huuezo e ysnaem. Bcé oydem xax
parvite. CnoKotHO».

Horu BOpyr crany TsKENBIMM, CIIOBHO K KEAAaM IPUBA3AIN
CBUHIIOBbIE TMpU. KaxIplii 111ar HaBepx JaBajics C TPYAOM.

[lepBbii TPONET. MUMO MpOIUIbUIA JBEPh KBAPTUPHI HOMEP
cemb. OHa ObUIa TMOXOXA HA 3aKPBITHIA IV1a3 CIISIIETO BeUKa-
Ha. Makc crapa’scs cTynarh Kak MOKHO THIIIE, YTOObI He pa30y-
JUTh €TO0.

«A mul nooyman, umo oHu ckaxcym? — He yHumanacs Bop-



uyn. — Onu dce oyoym cmesmocs. ,Makc, kakoi Opyeoii 20-
poo? Tet ewé manenvkuil!“ Uau naunym 3zadasams 60npocwi.
Cmo moicsu onpocos. ,,A nouemy? A 3auem? A umo mebe 30ech
He Hpasumcs?“ U umo mol um omeemuuto, a?»

Makc OCTaHOBWJICS Ha TIOIIAJIKE MeX 1y dTaxkamu. OH nipea-
craBu cede 3ToT pa3roBop. OH CTOUT, MHETCSI, HE MOXET CBSI-
3aTh U JIBYX CJIOB. A Mama M mara CMOTPSIT Ha HEro ¢ HeJjoyMe-
HueM. Emy crasio xapko.

Bropoii nponér. Horu cranu eme tsoxenee.

«A 0 mame mol nooyman? —zonoc Bopuyna cman 6Kpaouusvim
u oueHv Henpusimuovim. — Ona dHce 6ydem gonHosamocs. Llenviii
mecsay! Ona ne 6yoem cnamo no Houam, Oyoem Oymams, KaxK mol
mam oout. Tol xoueurv e¢ paccmpoumu 2»

Dror ymap ObLT caMbIM CHJIBHBIM. Makc 3amep, aepkach
3a nepwia. OH MpeacTaBui MaMUHO TpycTHOe juilo. OH He XO-
TeJ1, 4ToOBl OHa rpycTuiia. Moxer, BopuyH npaB? Moxer, 310
Y paBJa SrOMCTUYHAs, TIynas 3ates?

«H nana, — doousan Bopuyn. — On nodymaem, umo meoe ¢ Hu-
Mu naoxo. Ymo mwit xouewtv om Hux coedxcamo. Tot ux 060ux oou-
Ouutb. OHO mozo cmoum ?»

Bot on. Tperuii atax. Ero neeps. Takas 3Hakomasi, ¢ TOW ke
[ApanuHOM BHU3Y, TJ€ OH KOTJa-TO YUPKHYIT BEJOCUIEIOM,
HO cefiuac OHa BHIIJIsIeNIa KaKk O'POMHbIE BOPOTa B 3aMOK IJ1aB-
HOro 60cca, a 32 HUMU — CaMOe CTPAIITHOE.

Makc cTosis1 iepes; ABEPhIO M HE MOTI noueBenuTbes. OTery-
nuThb. Botr uto HyX)HO caenarb. CIyCTUTBCS BHU3, CHOBA BbIii-



TH Ha YJIUIy, HOXOAUTh €€ YaCOK U BEPHYTHCS, KAK HU B UYEM
He ObBasio. CKazark, 4TO MPOCTO TIyJisil. M ero MajeHbKui yro-
JIEK HAIEK OBl ITPOCTO. .. moracHer. U Bce.

OH noutu pa3BepHYJNCSA, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IOYEMY-TO
BCIIOMHWJI HE TUIAKaT U He KHUTU. OH BCIIOMHWJI CBOW PUCYHOK.
ManeHbKoro, OIMHOKOTO 4YeJI0BEeYKa B cKaaHIpe Ha Kpoulley-
HOM T1aHeTe. BCIOMHMIT, KaK XOJIOAHO U IYCTO OBbLJIO B TOM KOC-
MOcCe, KOTOPbI OH HApUCOBAJ.

OH noHsT: 00UAeTh POIUTENIel — 3TO OBUIO OYEeHb CTPAIITHO,
HO OCTaThCSl B 3TOM XOJIOAHOM, OAMHOKOM KOCMOCE HaBCerja —
OBbLIO elIe cTpalHee.

Makc Me[IJIEeHHO, CJIOBHO B 3aMeJIJIEHHOW ChEMKE, OAHS PY-
Ky. [lanbupl npoxkanu. Cepaue cTtydyano Tak IpOMKO, YTO, Ka3a-
JIOCh, €r0 CJIBIIIHO 32 1Bepblo. Ero nanen 3aBuc B MHWIJTMMETPE
OT KHOMKHU 3BOHKA.

Becb Mup 3amep B 0:kMAAHUN.

[Mamer; Makca npoai B MUJUTUMETPE OT OEJION TIaCTHKOBOKN
KHOITIKM 3BOHKA. OH y:xe 1oyt Haxasl. OH peacTaBuJl, Kak pas-
JIACTCSl TPeJib, KaK 3a JIBEPbI0 MOCBIIIATCS IIArk, Kak METKHET
3aMOK. . .

B sTOT cambIil MOMEHT 13-3a JBEPH TIOHECCS MAMUH CMEX.

OH OBLI TAKMM 3HAKOMBIM, TAaKUM TEIUIBIM U 0€33a00THBIM.
Mawma cMmesiach HaJl 4eM-To, 4TO, HaBepHoe, ckaszai nama. [lo-
TOM OH YCJIBIIIAJI U MAIUH TOJIOC, PUIIYIIEHHBIM, — OH YTO-TO
OyOHMJI, CKOpee Bcero, KOMMEHTHPYsI (PUIIBM TI0 TEJIEBU30PY.

Onu ObUTH TaM, B CBOEM YIOTHOM, BEUEpHEM MHUpE, The BCE



OBLIIO XOPOIIIO, I7Ie BCE OBLIIO HOPMAJIBHO.

B aToT Mur Maxkc o4eHs sICHO TTpeJICTaBUJI, 4TO OyeT JaJIblIie.
OH HaXMET Ha KHOMKY. Mama OTKpOeT JBepb, YIBIOHETCS emy,
a IIOTOM CIIPOCHUT, IIOYEMY Y HETO Takoe cTpaHHoe auio. 1 emy
NpUAETCS HAYaTh STOT Pa3rOBOP, U e€ YJIBIOKA KCUYE3HET, B Ila3ax
MOSIBUTCSI TPEBOTA, & OH OOJIBIIIE BCETO HAa CBETE HE XOTeJI CTUPATh
3Ty YIBIOKY.

«Cmompu, —npowunen ezo Buympennuii Bopuyn, nanocs no-
cneoHutl, camulii mounslii yoap. — Onu cuacmaugsl. A mol ceiuac
801I0éUb U 8cé ucnopmuus. Ipurecéuv um céou npobnemvl. 3a-
cmasub ux 8oaHosamucsl. Ilpocmo padu ceoeii 2aynoii meumul.
Pazee smo uecmno?»

Bc€ BHe3armHO 000pBaioch, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BHIKJTIOUMJI HEBH-
JVIMBII PyOWJTBHUK y HEro BHYTpH. Bes ero HakorieHHast 3a Be-
Yep CMEJIOCThb, BCSl €r0 PENIMMOCTh — BCE 3TO YTEKJIO KyJa-TO
BHHU3, B CTOITaHHBIE KeJbl. PyKa, KOTOpas TOJBKO YTO Ka3alach
PYKOI1 reposi, TOTOBOTO CPa3uThCsl C IPAKOHOM, BIPYT CTaja Ts-
*eEnmoii n 6e3BosbHON. OHa MPOCTO yrasia U OECCUIIBHO TIOBUCTIA
BJIOJIb TEJA.

Ilaner Tak 1 HE KOCHYJICS KHOIIKH.

BwmecTo 31010 OH, cTapasch NPOU3BOAUTH KAK MOKHO MEHBIIIE
IIIyMa, BBITAIIMII U3 KAPMaHa CBOH KJTI0Y. DTO ObLT KJIIOY OT CTa-
poro, puBblYHOrO Mupa. Kimou ajis «tuxoro Makca», a He it
reposi-lyTenecTBeHHUKa. OH BCTaBUJI €T0 B 3aMOYHYIO CKBaXKHU-
Hy. Tuxuii memyok. JIBepb nojaanach.

OH NIPOCKOJIBb3HYJ B KBAPTUPY, KAK MBIIIOHOK.



—Makc, 310 ThI? — JOHECIOCh U3 KOMHATHI. — PyKku MO# 1 y:xu-
HaTh.

— Ara, — TUXO OTBETUJI OH, U €T0 I0JI0C MOKA3AJICS eMY UYKHUM.

OH OBICTPO MPOIIMBITHYJI B CBOIO KOMHATY M 3aKPbUI JIBEPb.
TyT ero KpenocTb, ero KanuTaHckuii Moctuk. Ho cerogns 3aech
He ObUI0 yIoTHO. CerofHs ero KOMHara Ka3anach eMy TIOPbMOW,
U3 KOTOPOM OH TOJILKO UTO MTPOBAJIHII TTOOET.

[Tnakat ¢ KOnurepom Ha cTeHe, Ka3aJloch, HACMEXaJICs Hajl
HUM. «3Ix mol, Kakou uz meos uccaedosamenv kocmoca? Tel oa-
JHce KHONKY 360HKA HAdcams bouubcsi». Mojiesnb pakeThl Ha T0JI-
K€ MOJIYAJIMBO YKOPsiJIa €ro.

OH cen Ha KpoBath 1 foctai tenedoH. Ha sxpane BcE Tak ke
cBetuiics sipko-xkenthii Takar. «XOYEIIDb ITOITPOBOBATD
HPYT'VIO XXN3HDb?».

XoTen, HO He CMOT.

Makc nouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK K ropily NMOAKATHII FTOPSYUi, KOJTIO-
ynii KoMOK. OH ObUT He TpocTo pacctpoeH. OH ObLT Ha celst
y’&KacHO 30J. ['epor B KHWrax HHMKOIAa Obl TaK HE MOCTYIIHJIH.
Onu Obl He ucnyranuch. OHM Obl BOIUIM M BCE CKa3ajM, a OH
He repou, OH nMpocto Makc.

OH BbIKJIIOUMI TesiepOH. MasleHbKUiA, CBETSIIMUCS YTOJIEK
HAJICKJIbI, KOTOPBI OH HOCHJI C COOOH Bech Beuep, PeBPaTHIICS
B FOPCTKY CEPOro, XOJIOAHOIO Meruia.

Crenyroiiiee yTpo ObLJIO CEPBIM.

HagepHoe, 3a OKHOM U CBETHJIO COJIHIIE, HO MaKc ero He BU-
Jein. JUis Hero BeCh MUp CJIOBHO BBILBEJ 32 HOYb, KaK crapas



ororpadus. Ero komHarta, 0ObIYHO yIOTHAsI, Ka3aiach IPOCTO
KOpoOKoii ¢ Bemamu. [Tnakat ¢ FOmutepom — mpocTo KapTUHKOM.
PIok3ak — MpocTo TAKENON HOLIEH.

Buepa oH ObL1 repoeM, KOTOpPbI TOTOBUJICS K TJIABHOMY KBe-
cry. CeronHsa yTpoM, DA Ha CBOE OTPAXEHHUE B 3€pKAJIE, OH
cHOBa yBujien npocto Makca. U 310 Obuto XyKe, YeM KOoraa-Ju-
60. [ToroMy 4yTO Tenepb OH 3HAN, YTO MOT OBbITh KEM-TO JPYTHM,
HO UCITyTaJcs.

B 11kone 6bU10 HEBHIHOCKMO.

PanbIrie OH ObUT YETTOBEKOM-HEBUMMKOM, U 3TO OBLIO €ro 3a-
mtoi. CeroHs OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 UeJI0BEKOM-CTEKJISTHHBIM.
Emy kazanock, 4TO Bce BUAAT €r0 HACKBO3b, €r0 BYEpAILHUI
MIPOBAJI, €ro CTpax, ero pazovyapoBaHue B camoMm cede. Koneuno,
HHKTO Ha HEro He cMoTpen. Be€ Ob11o Kak 00BIYHO, HO OIIyIIle-
HUe ObLJI0O UMEHHO TaKUM.

Ha ypoke maremaTuku OH cUJel 3a CBOEH MOC/IeIHEeN NapToi,
Ha CBOEM «HEOOMTaeMOM OCTPOBE», HO €CIIM PaHbIIIe 3TO ObLI
OCTPOB-YOE@KHIIIE, TO CETOTHS OH CTaJl OCTPOBOM-TIOppMOi. OH
CMOTpeJ Ha CITHBI OTHOKJIACCHUKOB Y BUJEJ HE TIPOCTO PeOsIT.
OH BujeN, Kak OHU MEPEUIENThIBAIOTCS, NEPEAAIOT APYT APYry
3alUCKH, YIbIOaloTCsl yepe3 mpoxod. OHu Bce ObLTM CBSI3aHBI
JpYT ¢ APYrOM HEBUAMMBIMU HUTOUYKaMH. V1 TOJIBKO ero ocTpos
ObLIT OTOPBaH OT 3TOTO BECENIOro, )HUBOro apXuIiesnara.

Camoe TpyaHOe BpeMmsi, Kak Bcerja, — Oouiblliasi iepemMeHa
Ha 00e.

[IxonbHas cTonoBas ryiesna, Kak orpoMHbli Bok3ajl. COTHU



roJIOCOB, CMEX, 3BOH BUJIOK, IPOXOT MOJHOCOB. Makc, B3s1B CBOM
MaKeTUK ¢ OyTepOpomoM, KOTOPHIA YTPOM coOpaja Mama, CTall
uckath Mecto. OH OBbUI MOXOX Ha MaJeHbKOTO poOOTa, y KOTO-
POro B porpaMme 3aJI0KEH TOJIbKO OIMH MapuIpyT.

OH mpomEn MuUMo crona, rae cuaenu ¢Gpytoonuctsl. OHU
T'POMKO OOCY>K/1a/IM BUepaIHuii Maty. [Ipommen Mumo crona, rae
xuxukajga komrnanusa AHu U Jlensl. [Ipomén Mumo Bcex 3TmX
OKUBJIEHHBIX, IIIYMHBIX «ILJIAHET». Ero 1espio ObLT caMBbli 1a7Tb-
HUH CTOJIMK B yrity, y camoro okHa. «Cron [Torepsaabix Kopad-
nei». OOBIYHO 32 HUIM HUKTO HE CHUMEN.

OH cen, MONOXUI niepen co0oi cBOi OyTepOpOI 1 MEJIEHHO
ero pasBepHyJ. 1o Obl1 ero putyan. HyxHo ObUIO nenats Bé
OYeHb MEIJICHHO, YTOOBI 3aHATh KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIe BPEMEHHU.
OTtkycuTh Ma-a-ajleHbKUM Kycouek. JKeBartb ero n10-o-oinro. Ilo-
CMOTpeThb B OKHO. CHOBa OTKYCHUTh. Tak MOKHO ObLIO MPOTSHYTh
MIOYTH BCIO IIEPEMEHY, JIeN1ast BUII, YTO Thl OYE€Hb 3aHAT BAKHBIM
JesioM — efjod. [ 1aBHOe — He MoIHMMATB 1J1a3a, MOTOMY UTO €C/U
MO/THATh, MOXHO OBUIO YBUJETh, YTO THl — €MHCTBEHHBIH, KTO
CUJIIUT 32 CTOJIOM OJMH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH, caM He 3Has 3a4eM, 10CTall U3 KapMaHa Te-
nedoH. Pyku camu Hakany Ha KHOMNKY. DKpaH BCIBIXHY. «XO-
YEIIb ITOITPOBOBATD JIPYI'VIO KM3Hb?».

Buepa 31 cnoBa Oputi BOJIIIEOHBIM 3akarHaHUeM. CeromHs
OHM OBLTH KaK COJIb, KOTOPYIO CHIILTIOT HA paHy.

«Xomen, —nooyman oH ¢ MakKoii 20peusio, Ymo 60 pmy cma.no
kucno. — Ho st mpyc. I'epou mak ne nocmynarom».



OH no4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK K IVla3aM IMOACTYNAOT 3JIble, KOJIO-
ype cy1€3bl. OH OBICTPO BBIKJIIOYMII 9KPaH U CyHYI TeseoH B ca-
MBI TAIBHUI OTCEK PIOK3aKa, C T7a3 J0JION, YTOObl He BUIIETH,
HE BCIIOMUHATb.

[Mocneanuil 3BOHOK MPO3BEHEN HE KaK CUTHAJT K OCBOOOK 1e-
HMIO, @ KaK HAIIOMUHAHUE, YTO HYKHO uATH Aomoi. Tyna, rae on
BYEpa MPOBAJIAJ CBOE INIABHOE HUCIIbITAHUE.

OH menyieHHO Opén K BbixoAy. CeroiHs OH axe He MblTajcs
yBopauuBatbcs. Ero mapy pa3 TOMKHYH, U OH JIa)e He B3/1pOr-
Hys1. Kakas pasHuna.

Bblii51 U3 IIKOJIBI, OH OCTAHOBWJICS Ha pa3Buiike. OniHa 10po-
ra BeJla Halpaso — K €ro oMy, IpUBbIYHAsA, 3HaKOMas, Oe3omnac-
Hasi 1 HEBBIHOCMMO TOCKJIMBasl. [lpyras — HasieBo.

Makc crosut Ha 3Tom nepenytbe. OH He Mor uaTH 1oMoM. Emne
He Mor. OH He XOTeJ BUJETh COUYBCTBHE WJIM BOIIPOCHI B IIa3ax
pouteneid. OH XOTeN IPOCTO. .. UCUE3HYTh, XOTsI Obl Ha YaCOK.

He pa3mymbiBasi Oosbllle HU CEKYH/Ibl, OH TIOBEPHYJI HAJIEBO.
Tyna, rae 3a rycTbiMU, CTapbIMM JE€PEBbSIMU HAYMHAJICS MOYTU
3a0pOIIEHHBIN Kpail TOPOICKOTO MapKa.



I'naBa 2: Cepaue xoma

Tot kpaii mapka, Kyia cBepHy/1 Makc, ObLT TOXOX Ha TAalHYIO,
3a0BITYI0O BCEMH CTpPaHy, Kak OyITO KTO-TO MPOBENT HEBUIUMYIO
YepTy, 3a KOTOPOW 3aKaHUMBAJICS] OOBIYHBIN ITyMHBIA MUP 1 Ha-
YUHAJIOCh YTO-TO COBCEM JPYToOe.

Makc meén, 1 noj ero KeaaMmu ypiiaiv MpoIUIOTOIHUAE JIN-
CThbs1. 371ECh HE ObLIIO POBHBIX, IOAMETEHHBIX TOPOKEK, KaK B TOM,
«mapagHon» Jact napka. Crapbiii acdaabT MOYTH MOTHOCTHIO
cllaJicsi — ero MpoJioMuUJIa, MOAHSIA U «Chesla» BHICOKAs, yIpsmas
TpaBa, KOTopasi pocJa, rae ei B3aymaercs. Bo3myx Obu1 Apyrum:
OH Max He CJIAJKOW BaTOM U IyXaMH MPOXOKHUX, & YeM-TO HACTO-
SIIUM — BJIQKHOW 3€MJIEN 1OCIIe BUEpAIIHETro AOKIS, MPeIbiMU
JIUCTBHSIMU U CTapbIM JEPEBOM.

«Xopowo mym», — nogyman Makc.

DT1a MBICTH OblIa POCTON U HEOKUTAHHOU. OH He MbITajCs
ceOs1 pa3BecesuTh WM HAWTU YTO-TO MHTepecHoe. EMy mpocTo
OBLIO XOpouto. 31ech ObUIO HEOOBIYAHO THXO.

OH 3a0pén emg rmyoxe. Briepean, Kak CKeJeThl JIOUCTOpUYe-
CKMX KMBOTHBIX, CTOSUIM OCTATKU JIETCKOM Iutomaaku. Kauenu,
C KOTOPBIX JaBHO oOJie3Jia BCs Becenast Kpacka, BUCEIN Ha pxkKa-
BbIX Liensix. Korja Hasneran Betep, OHM TUXO-TUXO MOCK PUTIbIBA-
m: «CKpU-U-UII... CKpU-U-UII...». MaKC OCTaHOBUJICS U TIPU-
clymacs. DTOT 3BYK ObUT MOXOK Ha KaJIOOHBIN IMIEMOT.

«OHu mooice oOHu», — nopyman oH. OT 3TOW MBICIH €My



He crajo rpyctHee. Hao60poT, OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ C STUMH CTa-
PbIMH KaueIsiMU Kakoe-TO POJCTBO.

JlepeBsiHHas TOpKa, ¢ KOTOPOM, HABEpHOE, EIIIE ero mara Mor
KaTaTbCsl B JETCTBE, BCs MO3e/eHeNa OT MATKOro, 6apxaTHOro
mxa. OHa OblIa MOXO0a Ha CIIUHY OIPOMHOTO, CIISIIIIETO JIECHOTO
3Bepsi: CKa304HOTO, JOOPOro, KOTOPBIM MPOCTO YCTA M PEIIHT
npujiedb OTJIOXHYTh Ha Mapy COTEH JieT.

Jlio6oi1 apyroii peGEHOK, HaBepHOE, MOCUUTAI Obl TO MECTO
CKYYHBIM WJIM JIa)Ke CTpaliHeiM. AHs 1 JleHa ckazanu Obl, 4TO
3[IECh TPSI3HO, APTEM CO CBOMMHU JIPY3bsIMU MPOCTO HE 3aMETH-
711 OBbI €10, TPOMYABIIIMCh MUMO Ha BeJIOCHIeAax, HO AJist Makca
9TO MECTO ObUIO UEaTbHBIM.

3p1ech He HYKHO ObUIO OBITh BECENBIM, HE HY)KHO OBbLIO YIIbI-
Oatbcs. 371eCh HUKTO HE /1A OT HEro HUKAaKuX cJIoB. PxaBbie
Kayellv, Ka3aJloch, MOHUMAJIA €r0 MOJTYaHHUe JIydIlle, YeM KTO-
7100 U3 €ro NIYMHBIX OIHOKJIACCHUKOB. DTOT 3a0pOIIEHHBI, 3a-
OBITHII YTOJIOK OBLT TAKUM K€ OJUHOKHMM, KaK U OH caM, M TI0-
TOMY, BIIEPBbIE 32 BECh ITOT CEPbIl IeHb, MaKc MOYyBCTBOBAJ
cebs. .. Ha CBOEM MecTe.

OH Hameén HeOOJBIION, TOKATHIA XOJIMHMK B CAMOM Cepile
9TOTO 3apOCHIero yroyika. JlepeBbst HaJl HUIM CTOSITH TaK TUIOTHO,
YTO MX BETBU CIUIETAJIMCh B 3€JIE€HBIM, CyMpadyHbli Kynoi. Coin-
HEYHbIEe JIy4d MPOOUBAIUCH CKBO3b HETO JIMIIL TOHKUMHU, JIPO-
KalMMU HUTOYKaMU. ITO MECTO OBUIO MOXOXKE Ha BOMIIEOHbI
marep.

Makc moxHysIcs IpsMo Ha MATKUKA MOX. PIOK3ak, KOTOpbIi



OH JI0 9TOr0 HEC KaK TSIKEIBI MELIOK C KaMHAMU — KaMHSIMU
BUHBI U pa30yapoBaHus, — MPOcTo cOpocui psimom. OH ymas
Ha 3eMJTIO C ITTyXMM CTYKOM, 1 Makc mo4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro Iuie-
YK CTaJIM YyTOUKY Jierye. ITo Obliia ero HoBasi ceKkpeTHas 6aza —
KPEIoCTh OIMHOYECTBA, II€ €r0 HUKTO HEe HANJIET.

OH cupen, OOHSIB KOJIGHU, U CMOTpPEJI Ha UTPY CBETa W TEHU
Ha TpaBe. BHyTpu Oblia Takasi ke TUIIMHA, KaK U BOKPYT, TOJILKO
HE CIOKOWHasl, a MycTas, Kak OyITO U3 Hero BbIHYJIM Bce Oara-
pEeiKu, U Terepb TaM, BHYTPU, HE OCTATIOCh HU PaAOCTU, HU IPy-
CTH, HUA CTpaxa — HUYEro, IPOCTO cepas, MblJIbHAS MTYCTOTA.

«H umo menepw ?» — cipocuy OH cam ce0Os1, HO OTBeTa He T0-
cnenoaso. OH cuesn Moirya, MorpykEHHbINA B COOCTBEHHbBIE Mbl-
JIM ¥ eMy OBUIO XOPOIIIO U CIIOKOMHO.

Bpewmsi B 3T0M 320pOIIIEHHON YacTy MapKa, Ka3aaoch, OCTaHO-
BUJIOCh, UJTU, MOKET, OHO MTPOCTO TEKJIO OYEHb-OYEHb MEIJIEHHO,
KaK rycroi Méa. Makc cuzien Ha CBOEM MILKMCTOM XOJIME, HUUEM
HE 3aHUMAsICh.

[ITnia, KOTOpPYIO OH HE 3HaJI, CeJia Ha BETKY MPsSMO HaJl HUM
Y 3aresia KOpoTKYIo, TPOCTYI0 eceHKy. Betep npoiéncs no Bep-
XyILIKaM JI€PEBbEB, 1 OHU OTBETWIIM EMY TUXMM, COHHBIM IIIEJIe-
croMm. JKyk, AeJ0BUTO niepedupast JIankaMmu, Mporioi3 1o ero Ke-
1y, CJIOBHO 3TO ObUIa He 00yBb, a IIPOCTO CTpaHHas Oesasi ropa.
Makc aaxe He MOIIeBeTUICs.

«Tym kak 6yomo 6cé dHcugoe», — NOAYMAI OH.

He Tak, kak B ropone, rae BCE T'YIUT, CIEIIUT U TOJIKAETCH,
a MO-JIPyroMy: CIIOKOMHO, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH CJIBIIINUT, KAK JIBIIINAT



cama 3eMJIs1. DTOT 3arax BIaKHOM MOYBBI, TOT LIEJIECT JIUCTHEB,
STOT CKPHIT CTAPBIX Kadyesiel — BCE 3TO ObUTO €€ Me/IJICHHBIM, TITy-
OOKUM JBbIXaHUEM.

YToObI XOTh YEM-TO 3aHSITh PYKH, OH HAYaJT KOBBIPSTH HOCKOM
Ke/la 3eMJTI0 Y TIOJIHOXKMS XOJIMHUKA, IMPOCTO Tak 0e3 KaKOU-JH-
60 nemm. CHavasa OH CYMCTHII CJIOM CyXUX, MPOIUIOTOAHUX JIU-
CTbEB, TIOTOM — MaJIeHbKHE BETOUKH U CyXylo TpaBy. OOHa)U-
Jlach TéMHas1, BiaxHas 3emiisd. OH MPOAOJIKUI KOBBIPATh, pa3-
pbiBasi e€, esast HeOOJbIIYIO SIMKY.

«Hnmepecro, umo mam, enympu? — nenuso nooyman Makc. —
Moowcem, mam sncusym eromwt? Uau 3mo 6x00 8 noozemHoe Ko-
POnescmeo Kpomoa 2»

OH ynbIOHYJICS CBOMM MBICIISAIM. DTO Oblla TiepBasi, ciadasi
TEeHb YJIBIOKH 32 BECh JICHb.

Ero ken HaTKHYJICS HAa YTO-TO TBEPJIOE.

«Kopenv», — periii1 OH U XOTeJl YK€ EPeCcTaBUTh HOT'Y, HO OH
NoYeMy-TO He MepecTaBWI. 3BYK ObUT HE TaKuUM, KaK OT yda-
pa Mo KOPHIO: HE INIYXOU «CTYK», & KAKOM-TO CTPAaHHBIA, KOPOT-
KMU «J3bIHb!» — 3BOHKHUH, CJIOBHO OH CTYKHYJICSI HE TIO J€PEBY,
a 10 YeMY-TO. .. CTEKJITHHOMY WIN METAJUTMYECKOMY ?

JIio6onbITCTBO, cnadoe, Kak JaIEKUid OTOHEK, IEBETbHYIOCH
BHYTpU. Makc HaKJIOHWJICSI ¥ Pa3rpéd PhIXJIYIO 3eMITI0 PYKaMHU.
W3 TEMHOI MOYBHI TOpYA KPOIIEUHBIH, [IAJKUI Kpaeliek ve-
I'O-TO HETIOHSTHOTO.

OH ormycTHICs Ha KOJIEeHH, 3a0bIB TIPO BCE HA CBETE, OH Havasl
Komath. 3emuis Oblla MATKOM U MPOXJIATHOM, OHA MPHUSITHO XO-



Jonuia nasbiibl. OH pa3pbul IMKY TONTyOKe, U ero MaJIbIlbl Ha-
Iy YTO-TO OKPYIJIOe, CTpaHHOU (popmbl. OHO OBUIO TIaf-
KOE U XOJIOJHOE.

Makc nopuenui cBol HaxoIKy HOI'TSIMU U OCTOPOXKHO, CJIOB-
HO 3TO OBUIO COKPOBHIIIE, BBITAIIII €€ Ha CBET.

CHauasia ero xJ1aJio pa3odapoBaHue. ITo ObLT TPOCTO KAMEHb
HEMHOT'0 CTPaHHOW (POPMBI, TOXOKHUI Ha OOJIBIIIOE CITMBOBOE Ce-
MEYKO, ¥ BECh NIEPENIauKaHHbI{ B JIMIKOW, YEPHOM 3eMJIE.

«Hy xoneuno, — e300xuyn on. — Kaxue ewe uyoeca. Ilpocmo
KAMEHb.

OH yxe xoTen ObUI0 BHIOPOCUTD €ro, HO YTO-TO €ro OCTaHO-
BuI10. KameHb ObLT HEOOBIYHO ITIaJJKUM U TOYEMY-TO. .. TETUIBIM.
Moxet eMy nokaszasocs?

OH pemm1 OYUCTUTD €r0: BHITEP O INTAHNHY CBOUX J)KAHCOB.
OpnuH pa3. Bropou. YépHas 3emiis cMa3alach, HO HE OTTEPIIACH.
Torna oH czenan To, 4To caesnana Obl ero Mama, — OH IMPOCTO T0-
JbIIIIAT HA HETO TEIJIBIM BO3JYXOM U MPUHSLICS TEPETh C HOBOU
CHJION.

Koraa Makc ctép nocneqHuil HATMIIIMN KOMOYEK 3eMJIU, OH
YBUJEJI, UTO IEPKUT B PYKe UTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE. DTO ObLI IM1a]1-
KW, TEMHBII KpUCTaJLI, TI0 (hopMe MOXOKUI Ha OOJBIINYIO CITH-
BOBYIO KOCTOUKY. OH ObLT He YEPHBIM, a CKOpee TEMHO-TEM-
HO-(PUOJIETOBBIM, KaK HEOO B camble MOC/IeTHIE MAHYTHI 3aKara.

CBeT, KOTOpBII MPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b 3EJIEHBIA KON Jiepe-
BbEB, MaJaJl HA KPUCTAJUT U HE MPOCTO OTpaxkall ero, OH, Kasa-
JIOCh, 6numbleéan ero B ceds. BHyTpu kpucrayia, B caMOi ero



DIyOMHE, BCIIBIXMBAIM U TaCId KPOIIEYHbIE, KaK MBUIMHKH, UC-
KOPKH: TO KpacHbIe, TO CHHUE, TO 3eJIEHBIE, CJIOBHO BHYTPH ObLI
3arepT KpoLIEeYHbIN (perepBepK.

Makc 3arau JpIXaHue.

«CmexasimKa», — TOTBITAJICS CKa3aTh ceOe OH, HO OH B JKU3HU
HE BUJIEJ TAKUX CTEKJISIIIEK.

OH nognéc Kpuctan Onmmke K razam. OH ObUT MICaJTBHO
[JIaIKUM, OTIIOIMPOBAHHBIM, OYJITO €0 ThICSIUM JIET 00TaurMBaIN
MOPCKHE BOJIHBI, ¥ €IIE. .. OH ObUT TEMUIBIM, HE TIPOCTO HArPEJICs
OT €ro pyKH, a ObUT MO-HACTOSIIEMY TEIUIHIM, KaK MaJIeHbKUM,
KUBOU 3BEPEK.

Makc 3axaJ ero B Kyjake. OH IOYyBCTBOBAJL. .. UTO-TO CTPaH-
HOE: JIETKYIO, e[]Ba YJOBUMYIO BHOpPAIM0. ITO ObUIO MOXOXKeE
HEe Ha JIpOXb, a Ha... OMEHHWe, OUeHb-OYCHb MEJIEHHOE, KaK
y OrPOMHOTO, CHsIiero cymecrsa. Tyk... may3a... TyK... may-
3a...

«Cepoye?» — IPOHECIIOCh Y HETO B IOJIOBE, U OT 3TOW MbICIIH
10 CIIHE MPOOekKaTd My palllKH.

On pazxan nagonb. Ha BUI — MpOCTO KpacUBBIT, HEOOBIYHBII
kameHb. OH CHOBa 3a)kaJl ero M CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJ ciadoe,
PUTMHUYHOE «TYK... TYK...».

3710 OBUIO HEBEPOSATHO M HEMHOT'O CTPAIITHO.

OH cujen Ha KOJICHSIX TTOCPEI CBOEro 3a0pOIIeHHOT0 TapKa,
JepiKall B pyKe ObIOIUiiCsS KaMeHb 1 He 3HaJI, 4T Jiesath. YacTb
ero, Ta, 4to OblIa Moxoxka Ha BHyTpenHero BopuyHa, roBopu-
JIa, 9TO 3TO BCE €pyH[a, YTO ITO MPOCTO MYyIbCHPYET ero coo-



CTBEHHAsl KPOBb B MAJIBIIAX, & TEIUIO — OT €ro ke JagoHu. [Ipy-
rast 4acTh, Ta, 4to ObuIa oxoxa Ha ['onoc [TpukmoueHwid, mern-
Tasia coBceM apyroe. OHa Ienrtasna, 4Yro 3TO — HACTOSIIAsT Ma-
TYsl, YTO OH HAlIENT He MPOCTO KaMeHb, & COKPOBHUIIE, YTO-TO,
9TO HE JOJIKHO OBLTIO 3/IECh JIeKaTh, UTO-TO, YTO, BO3MOXHO. ..
/14710 UMEHHO €roO.

UYro 310? Amyner? Ockonok ynasuien 38e3ab1? Cepatie cris-
IIETO JIECHOTO 3BePsl, Ha CIIMHE KOTOPOro oH cuen? OH He 3Ha,
HO OH TOYHO 3HAJ, YTO HUKOMY 00 3TOM He paccKaxker. 1o Oy-
JIeT ero HOBasl, camasi I1aBHas TaiiHa. OH aKKypaTHO, CJIOBHO 3TO
OBUIO caMOe XPYIKOe COKPOBUINE B MUPE, MOJOKWI KPUCTAILT
B KapMaH CBOMX [[)KMHCOB, B TOT CaMbIil KapMaH, Tjie ellé Buepa
nexan tenaedoH ¢ pororpaduen makara.

XONOAHBIN TETeN BUEpalllHEN HAIEKIbl, Ka3aJ10Ch, HEMHOTO
TIOTeTIe] OT STOTO CTPAHHOTO, OBIOIIETOCS B JIAJIOHU Yy/A.

Makc Bc€ Tak ke CHJIel Ha KOJIEHSIX, HO TeTIeph yKe He OT My-
CTOTHI, @ OT U3yMyieHHsl. Ero pyka CHOBa M CHOBa OITyCKasach
B KapMaH, IIPOCTO YTOOBI yOSAUTHCS — KpUCTAILT Ha MecTe. [lanb-
bl KACAJIUCh €ro TJIaJJKOU, TEIJION MOBEPXHOCTU, U OH CHOBA
YyBCTBOBAJI 9TO cadoe, yBepeHHoe Ouenue. Tyk... TyK...

310 OBUIO HAsBY, MY IMOKA3aJI0Ch, U KaK TOJBKO OH OKOH-
YareslbHO B 3TO MOBEPUJI, MUP BOKPYT, Ka3ajaoCh, U3MEHUIICS.
Her, Hu4ero He BCIBIXHYJIO BOMIIIEOHBIM CBETOM, U3-TIO/1 3eMJIU
HE BBIPOCJIM roBopsiiiye rpuobl. Bc€ ocranoch mpexHuM: Te ke
CTapble epeBbs, TE Ke pPXKaBble Kauesu, Ta ke TUIIMHA, HO OHA
crana Apyroi. Panpine 310 ObUIa MPOCTO THINMHA: OTCYTCTBHE



3BYKOB, a Ternepb Makc Havail... caviuams e€.

Betep, KOTOpBIIl 40 TOrO MPOCTO LIyMeN B JIUCTBE, TEMepb,
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO-TO IIIEMYET, HE CJI0BA, a MPOCTO. .. «II-II-II... (-
(b-d...», cnoBHO cTapoe nepeBo AETUTCS C HUM KaKOW-TO CBOEN
JpEBHEN UCTOpHUEN.

Ckpur Kauyeneu: «CKpHU-U-MII... CKPU-WU-HUII...», KOTOPbIU
paHblIlie ObUT TIPOCTO CKPUII, Tereph ObLT MOXO0X Ha YCTaJIbIi,
I'PYCTHBIM B3[I0X YEr0-TO OYE€Hb OIUHOKOIO.

Makc nosepHyn ronoBy. Ero B3 ynana Ha KOpHA OTPOM-
HOTo 1y0a, KOTOphIe, KaK TOJICThIe 3MeH, BbUIE3aIH U3-TIO/T 3eM-
JI1 PSIOM € ero XxoiMuKkoM. OH CMOTpeJl Ha MX TepervieTeHus,
Ha TEMHYIO KOpPY, MIOKPBITYIO MXOM, U €EMY BIIPYT [OKa3aJoCh. ..
YTO OH CJIBIIUT YTO-TO emi€. DTo ObUT He 3BYK, a YTO-TO, YTO
OH YyBCTBOBAJI CKOpPee BCEM TEJIOM, YeM YIIIaMU: OYeHb HU3KUIA,
DIyOOKMI TYJI, MIYIIMA OyATO M3-TI0 CaMOW 3eMJIH, KakK OyjI-
TO TaM, BHU3Y, [1O]] KOPHSIMH BCEX THX JIEPEBbEB, OMIIOCH OTHO
OrpoMHoOe, o0IIee ceptie.

«/Iolxanue 3emau. .. » — BCIOMHUJI OH CBOIO MBICTb. TOJIBKO Te-
nepb 310 ObLIO HE MPOCTO KpacuBoe cioBo. OH uyecmeosan 3To
npixanue. EMy crano HemHoro He o ceoe.

SroT 3a0pOIIEHHbII TAPK, KOTOPbIN Ka3aJicsi eMy TaKUM Oe3-
OIACHBIM U «CBOMM», BAPYT OKA3aJCs... MO-HACTOSIIIEMY XKU-
BBbIM, M 3Ta XU3Hb, TPEBHSs U HETIOHATHAS, Ka3aJI0Ch, 3aMETHIIA
€ro, YTO OH 3/IECh, UTO OH HAIIEN YTO-TO, YTO MTPUHAMJIENKATIO EH.

W3 ryOuHbI Tapka JOHECCS XPYCT BeTKU. Makc B3[IPOTHYIL.
Cepalie 3aKOJIOTHIIOCH yXkKe TMO-HACTOSIIEMY, OBICTPO-OBICTPO.



OH pe3ko noepHyJ rojopy. Hukoro. [Ipocro nrtuna BcriopxHy-
Jla C BETKH, HO OIIyIIIEHUEe, UTO 32 HUM HaOJI0/IaloT, He TIPOXO-
JIJI0, ¥ HAOMIOAeT He YeIOBEK, a caM 3TOT CTapbli, 3apOCIIIHIA
NapK, JepeBbsi, KOPHU, TEHMU.

OH BApYT NMOYYBCTBOBAJ ce€0s1 OUYeHb MAJIEHBKMM MaJIbYMKOM,
KOTOPBIH 3aJie3 B Ielepy CIISIIEro ApaKoHa U CIyJaiHO 3a0pat
OJIHY 30JI0TYIO YEIIYUKY M3 €ro LIKYPbl, U, KAKETCS, IPAKOH Ha-
YaJl IPOCHINATHCS.

CranoBuiioch kyTKO. [Topa ObUIO YXOIUTS.

CorHIile, KOTOpOe U TakK eBa MPOOMBAJIOCh CKBO3b T'yCTBIE
KPOHBI, HAYaJ10 caauThcsl. TeHu noa AepeBbsMU CTaIU JJIMHHEE,
TeMHee, ryuie. Eciiu paHbliie 3TOT 3e/IEHBIN IATEP Ka3aJICs YIOT-
HBIM, TO TENEPb OH CTaJI MIOXO0XK HA JIOBYIIKY.

Makc cHOBa ycablain XpycT, MOToM em€ onuH. OH KpyTHi
TOJIOBOM, HO HUKOTO He BUjIEN. 3BYKU ObUIM TIOBCIOLY W HUTJIE
OJHOBpPEMEHHO. EMy Ka3ajiock, 4TO 3TO HE IPOCTO BETKH, a UbH-
TO IIarv, Me/JICHHbIE, TSIKEIbIE, HEUEJIOBEUECKHE.

«39mo npocmo éemep», — cKazall OH caM ceOe IMIEMOTOM, HO TO-
JIOC IpOXKaJl.

TEmbI KpUCTal B KapMaHe, KOTOPbIi 10 3TOr0 YCIIOKanuBaJ,
Terepb, HA0OOPOT, TPEBOKMIL. Ero MemyieHHOE «TyK... TYK...»
CJIOBHO OBLJIO CUTHAJIOM, MasT9KOM, KOTOPBIH MpHUBJIeKaT K Mak-
Cy BHUMaHHE BCEX ITUX HEBUAUMBIX JIECHBIX CYIIIECTB.

«On Haweén. On 30ecb. OH Y Hezo», — Ka3aJI0Ch, IIETITaIN JIn-
CTbSI.

«Bepru-u-u... 6epHu-u-u. .. » — Ka3zaJioch, CKPUIIEIU CTapble Ka-



YeJu.

Makcy crasno mo-HactosimmeMy crpamso. CTpax ObLT XOJoM-
HBIM U JIUTTKKAM, OH TOJHMUMAJICSI OT MSATOK BBEPX IO CITUHE, 3a-
CTaBJIsIsl BOJIOCHl HA 3aThUIKE IIEBEIUTHCS. DTO ObUIO HE MOXO-
K€ Ha ero OObIYHBIE CTPAXU — CTPAX HACMEIEK WM CTpax pas-
roBopa. 1o ObUT APEBHUI, IEPBOOBITHBINA CTPaX, CTPax Mepes
TEMHOTOM, TIepe]l HEM3BECTHOCTHIO, MEPE YEM-TO, UTO rOpas/io
OosblIle U crapiie Teos.

OH GosblIle HE MOT 37I6Ch OCTaBaThCS.

B omguH MuUr oH BCKOYMJI Ha HOTW. BHICTpO, OYTH HE IJIs-
15, CXBaTUJI CBOM PIOK3aK. 3a0poleHHas 0a3a, Kotopas Kasa-
JIach TaKkoi Oe30IacHOM, MPeBpaTUIach BO BpaxkJeOHYI0 TeppHU-
Topuio. OH MYaJsics CJIOMS TOJIOBY, He pa30rpasl JOPOrH, MPOCTO
Oexan Tyaa, rae ObUIO CBeTee, MepenphiruBas Yepe3 TOJICThIE
KOpPHHU-3MEHU, YBOPAUMBasiCh OT HU3KHMX BETOK, KOTOpbIE, Ka3a-
JIOCh, BITAJIUCh CXBATUTh €r0 3a KamoIloH. Cepyle KOJI0TUIIOCh
B Ipyay, Kak noiiManHas nruna. OH He orsapiBajicsa. OH 6osi-
Cs1 yBUZIETD, UTO KTO-TO — WJIM Umo-mo — 0exkuT 3a HUM. Emy Ka-
3aJ10Ch, UTO JIEPEBbsI TAHYT K HEMY CBOU BETKU-PYKH, YTO 3EMJIS
0]l HOFaMHU IBITAeTCS 3aIyTaTh €ro, NOACTABUTD MOTHOXKKY.

HakoHerr OH BBIpBaJICSl U3-TIOJ TYCTOrO HaBeca IEPEBbEB
HA OTKPBITYIO, ELIE OCBEILEHHYIO BEUEPHUM COJIHLIEM AJLIEIO, IIe
B/IaJIeKe BUHENUCH (DUTYPHI JTIOJEH.

OH pe3ko OCTaHOBWJICSA, TSDKEJIO JblIa, 0OepHycsa. 3a ero
CMUHOM ObLT BCE TOT K€ TUXUU, 3apOCIINN YTOJIOK MapKa, HUKa-
KHX 9yJIOBHII, HUKAKHUX TIpeciieaoBaTesel, MpocTo JepeBbs, KO-



TOpble MUPHO Ka4aJIUCh HA BETPY.

Makc 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO €MY BCE ITO HE MOKa3aioch. OH 1o-
MPaBUJI PIOK3aK Ha IJiedax ¥ ObICTPHIM I1IArOM, TMOYTH HE Tepe-
X0[151 Ha Oer, TOIIEN MPOoYb, MOJAJIbIIE OT 3TOro Mecta. OH 60JTb-
11e He XOTen ObITh TepoeM WM uccienopareneMm. OH XoTes ofi-
HOTO — MTOCKOPEE BEPHYTHCS JOMOM, B CBOIO KOMHATY, K CBOMM
MIPUBBIYHBIM, TTOHSITHBIM CTEHAM.

B ero kapmane siexano CTpaHHOE, HEMOHSATHOE, Iyramollee
9yJ10, KOTOPOE Ternepb MPOIOIKATIO TUXO OUTHCSI.

Tyk... TyK...

Jlopora oMol 3aBepIINIACh CIIOKOWHO 1 O€3 POUCITIECTBUT.
JIBepb KBapTUPBI PE3KO 3aKpbUIACh 3a HUM, U3]aB XapaKTEPHbIN
HIEJTYOK, 9XOM OTpa3uBIIMICSA B Kopujope. Buepa 3TOT 3ByK
O3HAy4aJI TPOBAJI, CETOJHS — CIIACEHUE.

Makc npHUCIOHUJICS CIMHOM K XOJIOAHOM ABEPH, MBITASICh OT-
apinatbest. Ceprue BCE eme KOIOTUIIOCh Iie-TO B TopIie.

— Makc, Tl YEero Tak Mo3JHO? — JOHECCA U3 KyXHU MaMHUH
TroJIOC.

— I'ynsn, — BBIGOXHYJT OH, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI TOJIOC HE JIPOXKAJL.

OH ObICTpO, CTapasich HU C KEM HE BCTPETUTHCS, MPOCKOJIb3-
HYJI B CBOI0 KOMHATY: CBOIO KPEIOCTh, CBOIO Oe30macHyio 6azy.
OH OpocuIT PIOK3aK, cel Ha KpOBaTh U TOJBKO TOT/IA TIO3BOJIHIT
ceOe BBIIOXHYTb.

3nech BcE ObUIO Kak OOBIYHO: Twiakar ¢ Ommrepom, mo-
JieJIb PAKEThI, CTONKA KOMUKCOB. HUKaKuX MIEMUyIMX 1€peBbEB
Y JKUBBIX TeHEel. 371eCh BCE OBLIO MMOJ] KOHTPOJIEM.



OH MeAJIEHHO, C OMAaCKOi, CJIOBHO B KapMaHe y Hero cujesa
AIOBUTAs JIATYIIKA, 3aCYHYJI PyKy B KapMaH JUKMHCOB. [lasbiipl
KOCHYJIMCh IJIA[IKOM, TEMION MOBEpXHOCTU. OH BBITALWI KPU-
CTaJUl. 371ECh, B CBETE €0 HACTOJILHOM JIaMIIbl, OH BbIIJISZIEIN T1O-
JIpyromy: He Tak 3JI0Belle, Kak B cyMepkax nmapka. OH ObLT BCE
TaKUM € TEMHO-(PYOJIETOBBIM, M BHYTPH HETO BCE TAK K€ BCIIbI-
XUBAJIY KPOILLIEYHbIE UCKOPKHU.

Makc 3axan ero B kyjgake. Tyk... Tyk... bueHune Hukyna
HE JIEJI0Ch.

OH cupes 1 cMOTpes Ha CBOIO HaXOJKY, U B FOJIOBE Y HETO KPY-
TWICA LIEJbIA poi BOITPOcoB. OHM KyXKKaJlM, KaK ITYENbI, U Me-
1K IPYT APYTY.

Yro 310 Takoe? OTKyna oHO B3s10Ch B napke? I[louemy oHO
JIe)Kajlo UMEHHO TaMm, Ha ToM xoimuke? Ilouemy oHO Témoe?
U1 nouemy oHO... 6bETCSI? DTO KaKasi-TO OUSHb CIIOKHAS UTPYIII-
Ka, KOTOPYI0 KTO-TO notepsiia? Wnu 310 4TO-TO... Hacrosiiee?
Kak B ero kHurax npo mMarvio? A 3TOT IIENOT B mapke... Emy
NoKa3anoch? My OH U IpaBia Havyal CIIbILIATh TO, YETO HE CIIbI-
11aj1 pasbine? MoxeT, OH TPOCTO TaK CUJIBHO UCITYTaJIC, YTO BCE
9TO cebe HaIpUIyMbIBAI?

Makc 5i€r Ha KpoBaTh, OJIOKUB KPUCTAILT ceOe Ha rpyab. OH
Jexan Ha ero pyToonke, 1 Makc BCE€ paBHO UyBCTBOBAI Cl1aboe
TETUIO U 9TO MEJJIEHHOE «TYK... TyK...». OHO OBbLJIO CIIOKOMHBIM,
yOaloKMBaOMUM. 3/1eCh, B €r0 KOMHATE, OHO COBCEM HE IyTaJio.

«Taina...» — ogymMal oH.

Orto ObUla ero JW4Hasi, HacTosmas TaiiHa. [opasmo Ooree



Ba)KHAsl, YeM JIHEBHUK C pucyHKamu. OH ObLT eTUHCTBEHHBIM
B 1IEJIOM MUpPE, KTO 3HAJI PO ITOT OBIOIIHIACS KaMEHb.

Crtpax MOHEMHOTY OTCTYMaJ, YCTyIas MECTO JAPYromy 4yB-
CTBY: JTIIOOOMBITCTBY, TOMY CaMOMY, KOTOPO€ 3aCTaBUJIO €r0 pac-
KOTAaTh ITOT KAMEHb.

Emy y’kacHO XOTenoch y3HaTh, YTO TO Takoe. UTO STOT KpH-
CTAJLT yMEET JieaTh? 3a4ueM OH HyKeH?

OH nexaJl, cMOTpesI B MOTOJOK, & B KAPMaHe ero )KUHCOB,
OpOIIIEHHBIX Ha CTYJI, JIeXkasl apTedakT, KOTOPhIA yXke W3MEHIT
ero Mup, u Ternepb Makcy MpeacTosuio pelinuTh, YTO AesaTh
C 9TOW TAWHOW AaJIbIe: CIPATATh U 3a0bITh WM TIONBITAThCS €€
pasrajarhb?

Ero pyka cHoBa norsiHyJjach K kpuctayuty. OH B3I €ro B Jia-
JOHb. OH pemmI, 4YTo NOMBITAETCS pa3rajarb TauHYy.

Houb HakpbLIa TOpOJ] CBOMM TEMHBIM, OApPXaTHBIM OZIESIJIOM.

Makc nexan B cBoell KpoBaTH, HO He cnail. OH yxe cTo pa3
niepeBepHYJicsl ¢ 00Ky Ha 60K. CoH HHMKaK He mien. OOBYHO OH
3achInaj ObICTPO, YCTaB OT IIYMHOTO IIKOJIBHOTO JHS, HO CEro-
JHS BCE OBLIO TO-IPYrOMY: B TOJIOBE KPYTHJIMCh COOBITHS B TIAp-
Ke, IIeTOT AePEeBbEB, Myraioliye TeHU U, KOHEYHO, KPUCTAJLIL.

OH siexan Ha ero MPUKPOBATHON TYMOOUKE, PSIOM C JIAMITON.
Makc monoxui ero Tyaa, penmB, 4To Tak Oyger Oe3omacHee,
HO JJa)K€ HAa PACCTOSTHUM OH, Ka3aJl0Ch, YyBCTBOBAJI €T0 MPHUCYT-
CTBUE, CJIOBHO B KOMHATe ObUI KTO-TO €lI€, TUXUIA, 3araJI0uHbli,
HEBUIUMBIH.

B kakoui-to MomeHT Makc He Bbiaepkan. OH cesl Ha KpoBa-



TH, MPOTSHYJI PYKy M B3I KpUCTA/UL. B TeMHOTE OH Kaszajcs
emi€ reriee. Makc 3axai ero B JIaJJOHH. 3HAKOMOE, MEIJICHHOE
«TYK... TYK...» HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJIO €rO.

OH niexa’, nepekarbiBas IJaAKUI KaMEHb B pyKe, 1 CMOTpE
B OKHO.

[IITops! OH ceromHs crienaabHO He 3aAepHy1. Ha HeOe sipko
CHsUJIa TTIOYUTH TIOJTHAs JiyHa. E€ X0noiHbIi, cepeOpsHbIN CBET Na-
JlaJl B KOMHATy, pUCysl Ha MOJy JUIMHHBIMA CBETJIbIN MTPSAMOYTOJIb-
HUK.

Makc, cam He 3Has 3a4eM, BBITSHYJ PyKY C 3aKaTbiM B HEU
KPUCTAJJIOM MIPSAMO B TOT JIYHHBIU JIy4, IPOCTO TaK, CIIOBHO MO-
Ka3bIBasd CBOIO HAXO/IKY JIYHE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT POU30IILIO Yy/10: KPUCTAILT, KOTOPBIH /10 TO-
ro ObUT TEMHO-(PUOJIETOBBIM, MOUYTH UYEPHBIM, BJIPYT... Hayal
CBETUThCHI.

3t0 ObUIO HEesIPKOE, pe3Koe cBeYeHue, Kak oT poHapuka. OH
3aCBETUJICS] U3HYTPU: MSATKUM, ITTyOOKUM, CUPEHEBBIM CBETOM,
TaKUM ke, Kak HeOO B mapke B TOT Beuep. CBeT ObUT HEKHBIM,
¥ OH HE pe3aJl IM1a3a, a HAa0OOPOT, YCIIOKAUBAI.

Makc axHyn ¥ cejl Ha KpOBaTH, BBICTABUB JIAJJOHb IEpe] CO-
oon.

OT10 OBUIO HEBEPOSATHO KpacuBO. MajieHbK1e UCKOPKU BHYT-
pH, KOTOpble OH BUJEJ JAHEM, TENEPb HE MPOCTO BCIBIXUBAIH,
a KPYKWIKCh B MEJJIEHHOM, BOJIIIIEOHOM TaHIIe, [TOXOKeM Ha Me-
TEJIb U3 KPOILIEYHBIX 3BE3I0YEK.

On ybpan pyky u3 JyHHOro cera. CBeueHMe KpHCTaslIa



TYT K€ CTaJIO yracarb, U 4Yepe3 napy CeKyH]l OH CHOBA CTaJ Mpo-
CTO TEMHBIM, TEIJIBIM KaMHEM.

Makc cHOBa BBICTABUJI €10 O] JIyHHBIM CBET, U KPUCTAJLII CHO-
Ba OWJI, HAITOJHUBIIKCH MSAATKUM, CUPEHEBBIM CHUSIHUEM.

«JlyHnwtil Katou...» — nipoientan Makc.

Emy nokasasock, 4To OH HalI€ KoY K cBoeu TanHe. JIyH-
HBbII1 CBET ObUT KaK KJIIOYMK, KOTOPBII OTKPBIBAI B 3TOM KaMHe
NOTalHYIO ABEPLLY.

OH niexa’, 3aBOPOKEHHBIN, U TO IPSTAT KPUCTALT B TEHb, TO
CHOBA MOJCTABJIAJ €r0 O[] JIyHHBIM CBET: CBETUTCS, TACHET, CBE-
THUTCSI, TACHET. DTO OBUIO TIOXOKE HA UTPY, HA €ro JINYHBIH, CeK-
PETHBII JUAJIOr C TUM BOJIIIEOHBIM ITPEAMETOM.

Crpax, KOTOpBII MpeciefioBal €ro U3 napka, OKOHYaTeIbHO
ucue3. Ero MecTo 3aHs10 YTO-TO APYroe: YUCThI, JETCKUU BOC-
TOPT, KaKOH ObIBaeT, KOrjia BIepBble BUAMIIIL (DOKYCHHKA, KOTO-
PbIil JOCTAET KPOJIMKA U3 MTYCTOU LUIAIBI.

Tonbko 310 OBUT HE (POKYC. DTO ObLIIA €ro COOCTBEHHAs, PyU-
Has Marus. JTa Marus, CBETALAsACA MATKUM, CUPEHEBBIM CBE-
TOM B €ro pyKe, OblJla OTBETOM Ha BCe €ro BOIpockL. [la, BCE, uTo
OBLIO B Mapke, — ObLJIO TTPABION.

Makc cunen Ha KpoBaTH, TOIXaB 1o ceOs HOTU, U HE MOT
OTOPBaTh B3I OT CBETALIErOCs KpUCTaJlIa B CBOEU pyke. JIyH-
HBIIl CBET, CIOBHO BOJIIEOHAs] peKa, BTEKaJl B HEro, U KaMeHb
OTBEYaJl TAXUM, CUPEHEBBIM CHSIHUEM.

310 OBUIO €ro JIMYHOE, MATIEHBKOE UYJIO.

OH cupen Tak AOAro, 4TO MEpecTaln 3amedaTb BpeMs,



U B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT OH Hayaj 4YyBCTBOBAaTh... W3MEHEHWS,
HO HE B KpUCTaJlJIe, a B CBOe KOMHATe.

Bc€ BOKpYr ocraBasioch NMPEKHUM: Ta e KPOBaTh, TOT Xke
CTOJ, TOT e MIKa(, HO oufyujeHie OT HAX CTAJIO APYTUM.

PaHblilie ero koMHaTa ObUIa MPOCTO KOMHATOM, ero Oe3oriac-
HOW KPEToCThIO, a ceiuac, B MSITKOM CBETe 3TOrO BOJIIIEOHOTO
KaMHs1, OHa, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOXE. .. IPOCHYJIACh.

TummHa B KOMHate mepectana ObiTh mycToil. OHa craia. ..
TUIOTHOM, OapXaTHOM, Kak OyATO BO3/YX 3arycTesl M HAlOJIHUIICS
YeM-TO HEBUAUMBIM, HO OYE€Hb CITIOKOMHBIM.

Makc nocmotpen Ha tiakat ¢ FOmurepom Ha creHe. OOBIYHO
9TO ObLIA MPOCTO KpacuBasi KAPTUHKA, a ceivyac, B 9TOM CTpaH-
HOM, MSITKOM CBETe, My Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH BUJIUT, KaK MeJIJIeH-
HO, BEJIMYECTBEHHO TUTBIBYT 110 CBOMM OpOWTAM €ro HapyuCOBaH-
HbIEe CITyTHUKH.

Ero B3r1s1/1 CKOJIB3HYJI K MOJIENIM PaKeThl Ha Mojike. E€ ocTpbiii
HOC, HalleJIeHHBIN B MTOTOJIOK, KA3aJIOCh, IPOKAJI OT HETEPIICHMS,
TOTOBHI B JIIOOYIO CEKYH]Iy COPBATHCS U yJIeTeTh K HACTOSIIAM
3BE3JaM.

Jlaxxe TeHU B yrilax M3MEHWIHCh. [JTHEM, TIOCTIe TpoBajia, OHU
Ka3aJIMCh €My TIOPEMHBIMH PEIIETKAMU, & CeiYac OHU ObLTH MSIT-
KMMH, TJTyOOKUMH, U B HUX He ObUIO HUYero crpamHoro. OHu
OBbLIM TTOXOKM Ha YIOTHBIC HOPKH, B KOTOPBIX CISIT CKa30YHbIC
CyILIECTBA.

«4mo npoucxooum?» — nogymain Makc.

Y Hero ObIJIO TaKOe YyBCTBO, OYATO OH BCIO KU3Hb CMOTPEI



Ha MUp 4epe3 I'PsA3HOE, MbLIbHOE CTEKJIO, a Ceiuac KTO-TO MOJI0-
IIEN U IPOTEP €ro YMCTou Tpsmoukon. L[Bera cramm riryoxe, Be-
Y — 0ObEMHeEe, THIIMHA — JKHBEe.

Kpucramn B ero pyke He mpocto cBeTuiicss. OH MeHs11 BCE BO-
kpyr. OH He co31aBajl HIYero HOBOTO, OH MPOCTO. .. TPOOYK I
TUIIMHY, TPOOYXJaJl BEIIH, POOYXKIaT MUP.

OH nokasbiBasl Makcy, 4To Aaxe B caMOil OOBIYHOI KOMHATe,
B CaMbIX ITPUBBIYHBIX BEIIaX CIIPSATaHO BOIeOCcTBO. HyKHO ObI-
JI0 TIPOCTO HAWTH MPABWJIBHBIN KJIIOU, YTOOBI €r0 YBUJIETD, U STOT
KJTI0Y — MaJIeHbKUH, TETUIBINA, OBIOIIUICS KPUCTAILT — ceuac Jie-
’aJ y Hero Ha JIaJJOHHU.

Makc cuaen mocpead CBOEN IMPOCHYBIIEHCS, BOJIIIEOHOU
KOMHATBI, 1 BHYTPY HErO POCJIO HOBOE, HE3HAKOMOE UYBCTBO.

It0 OBUT HE CTPaX, KaK B MapKe, M He BOCTOPT, KaK B MEPBYIO
MUHYTY, KOIJla KPUCTAI 3aCBETHICS. DTO ObLUIO YTO-TO JpY-
roe, CUJbHOE, HACTOWYHMBOE, TOYTU HETepIeIUBOE. DTO ObLI 30B
HEU3BEAAHHOTO.

OH cMOTpesT Ha KpUCTAJlI B CBOEU PYKE, U MUJUIMOH BOITPO-
COB, KOTOPBIE JI0 3TOTO MYTJIMBO KYKKaJIH B TOJIOBE, TETIEPh BbI-
CTPOWJIUCH B OUepe/ib, TpeOys OTBeTa.

«4mo mwvt makoe? Ymo mot ymeeutv? I[louemy mol 8b10pan
MeHsL2»

Emy BApyr oTyasiHHO, A0 APOXU B KOJEHKAaX, 3aXOTENIOCh
y3HaTh Bc€. He mpocTo cuaets 1 mo00BaThesl, KaK OH CBETUTCS,
a MOHSATH, pa3rajlaTb €ro TanHy.

OH BCTIOMHWJI T€pOeB U3 CBOMX JTIOOMMBIX KHUT. Korga oHm



HaXOAWIU JAPEBHUI apTedakT, OHU HE MPATAIM €ro B CYHAYK,
OHU OTHPABJISUIMCh B OMOMMOTEKY, OHU UCKAJIU CTapble KapThl,
OHM PacCHpalIMBAIM MYAPELIOB, OHU JEMCTBOBAJIN !

«Ho s Jice He 2epoii», — IpuBBIYHO 11IenHY BHyTpenHuii Bop-
YyH.

«A nouemy Hem?» — BIPYT I'POMKO U YBEPEHHO OTBETHII EMY
apyroi rosnoc — I'onoc [pukmoueHui.

Makc nocmotpen Ha cBoo pyky. Ha nagonu jiexan HacTos-
A Marndeckuid Kpuctaiur. OH ceetriicss. OH Owmicss. OH MeHsUT
Mup BOKpyr. Kakue emg HyKHbI ObUTH JT0KAa3aTeNIbCTBA?

Bcé, yto OBUIO 10 ITOro — IIKOJIA, OJUHOYECTBO, HEBUIU-
MOCTb, — BIIPYI' IOKA3aJI0Ch TAKUM JAJIEKUM U HEBAXKHBIM, Kak
Oy/ATO 3TO OBLIO B KAKOK-TO JAPYTOW, MPOIUION KU3HU, a 3TO —
€ro HOBAasl )KU3Hb U B HEN €CTh TalHA.

Buepainuil npoBasi, KOrja OH He CMOI' HakaThb HA KHOIKY
3BOHKA, OOJIbIIle HE Ka3ajics TaKuM yX cTpaliHeiM. TOT KBecT
ObL1 emy He 1o crtaMm. OH ObLT ITPO Pa3roBOPHI, PO APYTUX JIO-
aeit. DToT ke KBecT — OblT ero. OH OBUT PO Maruio, Mpo Tau-
HBI, PO UCCJIEIOBAHUE, U 3]IECh, B CBOEW KOMHATE, OJJUH HAa OJTMH
¢ 9TUM apTeakToM, OH He YyBCTBOBAJ ceOs ClIaObIM UJTH UCITY-
ranHeiM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI ceOs... Ha cBOEM Mecte. OH Oosblie
He xoTten npArarbesa. OH XOTeN UCKaTh.

Makc BcTan ¢ KpoBaTy M MOJOLIEN K OKHY. JIyHa BCE Tak ke
SIpKO cusiyia B HeOe. OH MOCMOTpesT Ha He€, MOTOM Ha KPUCTaJLI

B PYKE.
«A y3uaro, umo muvl maxoe», — 6€33By4HO MOOOEIIAT OH TO JIN



KaMHIO, TO JIU JIyHe, TO JId caMOMy cele.

3aBTpa OH HAYHET jeficTBOBaTh. OH MOWAET B OMOIHUOTEKY,
Oyner uckath B uHTepHeTe. OH BEpHETCS B TOT MapkK, HO yxke
HE KaK MCIYTaHHbI MaJIbUUK, a KaK UCCIIEI0BATeb.

B ero xuBoTe cHOBa 3amopxayiii 0adOUYKH, HO Tereph Cpear
HUX HE OBUIO HU OJJHOW TEMHOM 1 KOJIIOUEH, TOJIBKO 30JIOTUCTHIE,
IEKOYYIIUE, MOJIHBIE MPEABKYIICHUS.

Ero npukiiioyeHre ToJabKO YTO HAYMHAIOCH TO-HACTOSIIIIEMY .

Hous memnenHo ycrymana mecro ytpy. JlyHa moGnennena,
a HeOO Ha BOCTOKE HAYaJIO CBET/IeTh, OKPAIIUBAsICh B HEKHO-PO-
30BbI€ TOHA.

Makc Tak U He JIOKUJICS ClaTb.

OH cuzen 3a CBOMM CTOJIOM, a Tepe]] HUM, Ha PacKpPBITON
CTpaHuIle yueOHUKA 10 UCTOPHH, JIeKAIT ero Kpuctayul. JIyHHbIN
CBET IMOUTH UCCSIK, U KaMeHb repecTta cBeTUThcsl. OH CHOBa CcTall
IPOCTO TEMHBIM, IJIAJIKUM, HO Makc BCE paBHO 4yBCTBOBAJI €r0
TeIJIO ¥ TUXOe OueHue.

OH He ObL1 ycTaBmmM. Hao6opoT, OH 4yBCTBOBaN ce0sl Tak,
OyATO BBHIMUJ KAaKOW-TO BOJIIEOHBINA, OOAPSIIMN HAMUTOK. Bcio
HOYb OH cTpows miaaHel. Ero terpanap, Ta, 4rto OblIa JAHEBHU-
KOM OJJIHOUECTBA, JIe)KaJa PAJIOM, HO CErOfIHsI Ha €€ CTpaHUIaxX
He OBUIO OJJMHOKUX KOCMOHABTOB.

CeronHs Tam ObLT TJ1aH.

«l. bubauomexa. Knueu npo munepanvi? Jlpesnue nezew-
Obl ?» — KOPSIBO HAITKCAJ OH.

«2. Hnmepnem. ,,borouwutics kamens , ,,ceemauguiicsi 8 NYHHOM



ceeme KpUucmann ‘.

«3. Iapx. Ocmompems mecmo HaxoOKu ewyé pasz. /Tném! »

D10 OBUIM TIEPBbIE, POOKHE IIary, HO TO OBLIIM IIary.

OH mocMOTpeN Ha CBOM BUEPAlTHUM PUCYHOK, Ha KOTOPOM
OBLT N300paKEH MaJIPYMK, OJJMHOKO CHJISIIINI Ha CBOEH TIaHET-
Ke, ¥ eMy BAPYT CTAJIO €ro HEMHOTO aJib. TOT MaJIbuuK ObLT Ta-
KUM notepsiHHbIM. OH TTPOCTO CUEN U KJIaJl, CaM He 3Has 4ero,
a Makc OoJibllie He XOTeJl XK AaTh.

Kpucrami, nexammid nepea HUM, ObUT TIOXOXK Ha CEMEuKo,
U3 KOTOPOTO MOKET BBIPACTU YTO-TO OTPOMHOE U HEBEPOSTHOE,
a MOXET U He BBIPACTH, €CJTU €r0 IMIPOCTO OCTABUTH JieKaTh. Eiig
OH OBLT TIOXOX Ha KIyOOK HUTOK. Ceiiuac OH BHJIEN TOJBKO ca-
MBIIl KOHYHK — 3Ty CBOIO HAXOJIKYy, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO €CJIU
TOTSIHYTh 32 3Ty HUTOUKY, KJIyOOK HAYHET pa3MaTrhiBaThCs, OT-
KpbIBasi BCE HOBBIE M HOBBIE TAHBI.

D710 ObLJIa MepBast HUTh €ro COOCTBEHHOM, HACTOSAIIECH CYIbOBI:
HE TOU, TA€ OH — TUXMM, HE3aMeTHBI MaJIbYuK, a IPYyrou, Tou,
e OH — UCCleoBaTeNb, XpaHUTE b TAlHBbI.

Makc 0CTOPOXHO B3sUJT KPUCTAIUT B pyKY. OH IMMOCMOTPE B OK-
HO, Ha POK/IAIOIIMICS HOBBIU JIEHb.

Buepa yrpom ero mup Ob11 cepbiM 1 ITycThiM. Ceroyits, ¢ Tum
TEMIBIM, OBIOIIMMCSI Iy[IOM B JIAJJOHU, OH OBLT MOJIOH 3arajiok,
TaH M OOEIIIaHWH.

Ila, emy Bc€ em€ OblJI0 HEMHOT'O CTPAIIIHO, HO €r0 JII0OOITHIT-
CTBO, €r0 HOBBIH, HEYIEPKUMBbII 30B HEU3BEJAHHOTO OBLIT rOpas-
JI0 CHJIbHEE.



OH cnpsiTa KpUCTaJUl B HAAEKHOE MECTO, B351J1 CBOM PIOK3aK,
KOTOPBIM CErOHS MOYEMY-TO HE Ka3aJICsl TAKUM YK TSIKEIBIM,
Y TIOLIEN HAaBCTPEYy HOBOMY JIHIO.

Tymnuk, B KOTOPOM OH, Ka3aJ10Ch, 3acTpsi1, ucues. [lepen HUM
TMIOSIBUJIACH JIOPOTa, ¥ OH OB TOTOB C/IENATD [0 Hel MepBbIH IMIar.



I'napa 3: HeuassHHbIN APYT

[1nan BeITIsAET MPEBOCXOAHO, HO B PeajbHOCTU BCE OKasa-
JIOCh CIIOXKHEE.

[Mocne mkonbp Makc, Kak v per, OTIPaBUIICS B OUOIMOTeE-
Ky. OH OBUI MOJIOH HAJIEK ]I, TIPEJICTABIISUI, KAK HAUJET MBUTBHYIO,
JPEBHIOID KHUTY, TJe Ha MOXEJITEBIINX CTpaHUIaX OyJeT Hapu-
COBaH TOYb-B-TOYb TAKOU k€ KPUCTAJLIL.

OnHako B cekiun «MuHepasbl» ObUIM TOJIBKO CKyYHbIE Ha-
yu4Hble KHUTH C poTtorpadpusiMu 0OBIYHBIX KAMHEH, a B pasjese
«Mudbl 1 JiereHp» He OBUTO HUYETO TIOXOKETO Ha «ObIOIIHecst
KaMHU». OH MPOBEN B OMOIMOTEKe /1Ba Yaca U YIIEN HUA C YeM,
TOJIBKO C TYJSIIEN TOJIOBOM.

Jloma OH ceJt 3a KOMIIBIOTEP, HO BCE €ro 3arpochl Bpojie «(puo-
JIETOBBIN KPUCTAJLT ObETCS KaK CEp/Ilie» BbIIABAIN TOJBKO CChLI-
KM Ha MHTePHET-Mara3uHsl C YK pallleHusIMU WK Ha (DOPYMBI, T/ie
00CY’K/1a]T KOMITBIOTEPHbBIE UTPBI.

OcraBaJicsi MOCJIeAHUN MTyHKT: TOT CaMblii TIAPK, I7ie ObLT Hali-
JIeH KPUCTAJLN.

Ha cnenywommuii 1eHb, B cyoOOTy, OH CHOBA OTIPABUJICS TY-
114, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He ObLT UCITYTaHHBIM MaJIbYMKOM. OH ObLT
uccienoarenieM. OH fgaxe B3sJ1 ¢ cOOON «HAOOP AJIsI IKCIIE/IU-
[UI»: TIAMUH CTapblil KoMIriac, (POHAPUK U JIyIy.

JlHéM 3a0pollieHHas yacTh MapKa coBceM He myrayia. OHa Obl-
Jla TUXOM, 3eJIEHOM M HEMHOTO COHHOM. Makc 0e3 Tpy/a Harmen



cBOM XOIMUK. OH OMyCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU W Hayasl BHUMATEJIbHO
U3y4daTh MECTO HaxXonKu. OH ITPOCEUBaIT 36MJII0 CKBO3b MAJIBLIBL,
OocMaTpHBaJl KOPHU JIEPEBLEB Uepe3 JIyIy, HO He HaIlEN OoJblie
HUYEro HEOObIYHOTO.

HemHoro pazouapoBaHHBII, OH CEJT Ha XOJIM U I0CTaJ U3 Kap-
MaHa KpPHUCTAJLI.

Ha conHeuHOM cBeTy OH OBbLT MPOCTO KPAaCHBBIM TEMHBIM
KaMHeM, He CBEeTUJICS, He BUOPHPOBAJ TaK CUJIbHO, KaK HOYBIO,
HO BCE PaBHO OBLT TEIIBIM.

Makc B300XHYJA. Ero rpaHavo3HBld IUIaH TMPOBAJINJICA
10 BceM MmyHKTaM. MoskeT, BHyTpennuiit Bopuyn Ob11 npas? Mo-
XKET, 3TO BCE MPOCTO ero paHTazum?

OH OTKUHYJICSI Ha CIIMHY, TIOJIOKUB KPUCTAJUT cebe Ha rpy/ib,
M CTaJI CMOTPETh Ha HEOO CKBO3b y30P U3 JIUCTHEB.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH yBH/[IE)I HEBEPOSATHOE.

[Ipsamo nepen ero riia3zamu, B BO3[yXe, IOBUCIIA KPOILIEYHAas,
cBeTsiascs Touka. OHa OblJIa MOX0Ka Ha UCKOPKY OT OeHIasIb-
ckoro or"s. OHa CBEpKHYyIa, poJieTesa apy CaHTUMETPOB M. ..
UCYesna.

Makxkc moprayi. [lokazanocs?

Her. Bor eni€ onna! OHa nosiBUIach 4yTh JIEBEE, BCIIBIXHYIIA
30JIOTUCTBIM CBETOM M CHOBA PacCTasija B BO3IyXe.

Makc cen. Bokpyr Hero, npsAMO B BO3lyX€, Ha4aJIA MOSIBJIATh-
sl ¥ UCYe3aTh 3TU UICKOPKU: CUHUE, 3€JIEHBIE, 30510Thle. OHU Kpy-
KUINCh, KaK OyITO TaHIEBAJIN KAKOW-TO CBOM, O€33BYUHBIN Ta-
Hell.



OH nocMoTpesT Ha KpUCTaJll, KOTOPBIH JiekKall y HEro Ha rpy-
. Kamens Hauan BuOpupoBatrh. «TyK... TyK... TYK...» — €TO
OueHue cTajio Jaile, CUibHee, U C KaXKJIbIM yIapoM B BO3IyXe
poXk1aach HOBast UCKpa.

Makc noHsi1, 4To 3TO KPUCTAILT. ITO OH UX CO3/IAET.

Wckpbl Hauamm KpyXUThCs B ObicTpee. OHU yKe He TIPOCTO
TaHICBAJI, OHU COOMPAJIUCh BMECTE, CJMBASCh B CBETAIICECH,
Jposxariee 00Jauko pa3MepoM ¢ si0610k0. OOIauKO CTAHOBUIIOCH
BCE IUIOTHEE, sSIpyUe.

Makc 3amep, 60sICh TIOIIEBETUTHCSI.

CeeTsineecs: 00JIaKO BAPYT CKAJIOCh, BCIIBIXHYJIO TakK SIPKO,
4yTO Makcy npuIuioch 3aXKMypuUThCs, U. .. Korga oH oTKpbul m1a-
3a, Ha TpaBe Mepej] HUM, B METPe OT €ro HOT, CHJIEJI0 CaMOe HeBe-
POSITHOE CYILIECTBO, KAKOE OH HUKOT/IA HE BUJIEN HU B OTHOM KHU-
re.

OHo ObLJIO MaJIEHBKUM, pa3MepoM ¢ KOTEHKaA. Teso ero, kaza-
JIOCh, OBLJIO COTKAHO M3 TOrO CaMOro Mxa, YTO poc Ha XOJIMe, —
MSTKOE, 3eJIEHOE, MyIIUCTOe. Y Hero ObuTH OOJIbIIHE, JTIOOOIBIT-
HbIE IJ1a3a, TIOXOXKKE Ha JBa OJeCTSIUX KaMyIlKa, U JUIMHHbIE,
KaK y 3aiia, I, KOTOpble CMEITHO MOIEPTMBAIUCH, YIaBIUBasI
KaX[IbIH 3BYK, a eII€ y Hero ObLT XBOCT: TMHHBIN, TOHKHH, C ITy-
IIMCTOW KMCTOYKOM Ha KOHIIE, KaK y OCJKH.

CylecTBO cUJeNio Ha TPaBe, MOPrajo CBOMMU OeCTAIIMMU
IJ1a3KaMu | ¢ JTI0OOMBITCTBOM CMOTpesio Ha Makca.

Makc Toxke cmorpen Ha Hero. OH He MOr TOIIEBEIUThCS.
OH He MOr MOBEpUTh: U3 €ro KPUCTalla, U3 UCKOPOK MOSIBU-



JIOCh. .. 3MO.

Cy1iectBo caenaio nepBbiM 1ar, NotoM Bropoi. OHO mop-
Oexano kK 00TUHKY Makca, TIOHIOXaJI0 €r0 CBOUM MAaJICHBKHM,
BJIQ)KHBIM HOCHKOM H... YUXHYJIO. YKX ObUT TPOMKUM U HEOKHU-
JAHHBIM, U OT HEro B BO3/yXEe CHOBA IOCHINAIMCH 30JI0TUCTbIE
VICKOPKH.

— Thi... TBI KTO? — IpoIIenTa]T Makc.

CyllecTBO B OTBET TOJNBKO (PBIPKHYJIO U 3alpPBITHYJIO €MY
Ha KOJIEHO.

— Dii! — BockMKHYT Makc, Kora 0HO IpoOeskao 1o ero Ho-
re, 3alpbirHyJIO Ha TUIEYO U MPUHSIIOCh OOHIOXUBATh €T0 YXO.

BmecTo oTBeTa CyIlecTBo U3[1a0 CTPAaHHBINA 3BYK. DTO ObLI
He rojioc. 3BYK pasfasics MpsiMo. .. B ToioBe y Makca. OH Obu1
MOXOXK Ha IIypPIIAHUE CYXMX JIMCThEB M HAa 3BOH MAJIEHBKHUX KO-
JIOKOJIBYMKOB OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

«Cam mul 311! — MPO3BYyYaJl B €T0 MbICJISIX O30PHOM, MUCK-
JISIBBIF TONIOCOK. — Il]exommo dce!»

Makc 3amep. OH ero... cnipiman? He ymawmuy, a... BHyTpa?

Cy1ecTBo, CIOBHO IPOYUTAB €0 YAUBJIEHUE, ChEXAJIO C €T0
ieya, CAeaajlo B BO3AYXE CMEUIHOM KYBBIPOK U MPU3EMIIMIIOCH
Ha prok3ak. OHO OCMOTpeo Ha Makca, CKJIOHUB rOJIOBY HAOOK.

«Hy u uezo 3acmuin, kax cmamysi? — CHOBA IIPO3BEHEN T'0-
JIOCOK B ero rojioBe. — A ecmbo xouy! Y mebsi ecmo umo-uuoyov. ..
Onecmsiee ?»

— bnecrsiee? — pacrepssHHO niepecnpocu Makc BCIyX.

«Aza! baecmsawee! Unu wmypwawiee! Uau... vy, Ha xyooii Ko-



Heu, caadkoe!»

DTOT MaJeHbKUM, MYIIMCTBIN KOMOYEK SHEPrUU HE MOI CH-
Jetb Ha mecte. OH Hocuiics BOKpYr Makca kpyramu. OH rOHsUI-
cs1 3a 6aboYKaMu, MBITAJICS MONMAaTh UX 3a KPbUIO. 3aJie3 Ha Jie-
peBo 1 Opocaj BHU3 HIMIIKY, 11E1sICh Makcy B MaKyIIIKy.

— Ilepecranb! — kpukHY1 Makc, yBopaunBasch OT OUEPEIHON
UIUIIKY.

«He nepecmany! — NOHECIOCH U3 €0 TOJIOBBL. — Imo geceno!
Jlaeaii, opocaii 6 merst modce!»

Koraa 3ToT yparaHuvk Halén narvH KOMIac 1 MpUHSIICS Ka-
TaTh €ro, Kak Ms4UK, Makc He BbIIEpPKaJsl, OH 3aCMESICS: TPOM-
KO, OT BCEW AyIIH, A0 CIE3.

«0! Bom smo yoce ayuute! — C TOBOJIBHBIM ITypIIAHUEM
IIPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJI TOJIOCOK. — A mo cuden mym, Kax cmapboiii
NeHb».

— 4 He neHb, — CKBO3b cMeX oTBeTHJI Makc. — I Makc.

«Maxc ? Ckyunoe ums. A s... — CylIeCTBO Ha CEKYH/Y 3aMep-
JI0, TIPUCITYIIUBASCH K YeMY-TO. — A y mens nem umeru. Ilpudy-
maii!»

— 4 yxe mpuaymait, — 6bicTpo coodpazun Makc. — Twl Bc€ Bpe-
M ckavellb. bynems Ckurr.

«CKU-u-un... — CMaKysl, MPOTSHYJ TOJIOCOK B €ro rojIoBe. —
3eyuum! bvicmpo! Mue npasumcs! Hy umo, Makc-He-neHn, ue-
pamoe 0ydem? Uau mak u Oyoeuto cuoems 2»

Ckuri, CIIOBHO B TIOATBEPXKICHUE CBOMX CJIOB, MOIOEKAI
K HEMY, TKHYJICS XOJIOHHBIM HOCOM B €rO JIAAOHb W ITOCMOTPEJ



Ha HEro CBOMMHM OJIeCTAIIMMH Ila3aMu. B ero B3rsae He ObLIO
HY HACMEIIIKH, HU KaJIOCTH, TOJIbKO YUCTOE, HE3aMyTHEHHOE JII0-
OOIMBITCTBO U OXKUAAHUE UTPBHI.

Kpucrann Ha rpynu Makca cHoBa 3aBuOpupoBai. Ero pa3me-
PEHHOE «TYK-TYK» OBLIO TEMIBIM U CIIOKOWHBIM.

Makc Gorbliie He ObLT OMH Ha CBOEH CEKpeTHOU 6a3e, U 3TOT
HEYasiHHbIA, TOBOPSAIIIMIA y HETO B TOJIOBE APYT, Ka3ajaoch, ObLI
MMEHHO TeM, Yero eMy Tak He XBaraJo.

ConHile Havano KJIOHUTHCSA K 3aKaTy. TeHu CTaiu JIJIMHHEE,
a Bo3ayx — npoxJjaaHee. Makc u CKunl Haurpajauch B JOTOHSII-
KU, IIUIIKOOO» U MPATKU, B KOTOPbIX CKUIT TOCTOSIHHO XKYJTb-
HUYaJI, POCTO PACTBOPSSICh B BO3[yX€E U MOSIBJISISACH 32 CIIMHON
y Makca.

Makc cuzen, NpUCIOHUBIIUCH K CTBOJIY JIEpeBa, U MbITAN-
csa otapimarbcs. OH HUKOTJA B JKM3HM He Oerajl Tak MHOTO.
Ckwur ke, OJTHBIN SHEPTUM, CUAES Y HEro Ha KOJIeHe U TepeOu
B JIATIKaxX KPUCTAJUI, KOTOPBIA Makc CHSJI C 1en.

«Ténnenvkuii, — pazgancs B rojose y Makca JOBOJIbHBIN IO-
Jgocok Ckuna. — U cmyuum. Tyx-myx. Tyx-myk. Imo oH meHs
coeaan, 0a?»

— HagepHoe, — otBeTri1 Makc, rmsang Ha amysier. — CHadana
MOSIBWJIMCh UCKOPKH, & TIOTOM. .. ThI.

«Hckopru! Touno! A arobnto uckopku! — CKUN MOAIPHIT-
HYJ1. — A mbl modiceub coenams ewe? /lasaii, coenaii!»

— A7 — ynuBuicsa Makc. — 4 He 3Hat0, Kak. OHO caMO Kak-To. . .

«Camo? Huuezo ne ovisaem camo! — puipkayn Ckun. — Tol



Oeparcan ezo? Jlepocan. Tol Oyman o uém-mo? Hageprsixa oyman!
Bcenomunari!»

Makc 3agymancs. O 4yém oH ayman B TOT MoMeHT? [a Hu
0 4€M, BpOJIe, IPOCTO JIeKaJ, CMOTpes Ha He0O. .. ¥ YyBCTBOBAJ
ce0s1 0YEHb-0YEHD OIMHOKNM.

—4... kaxercs, MHe OBLJIO IPYCTHO, — HEYBEPEHHO CKa3aJl OH.

«'pycmrno? Xm... — Ckun nodecas 3a yxom. — A celiuac meoe
2PYCcmHo ?»

— Her, — ynbiOnyncs Makc. — Ceituac MHe BecelIo.

«Tozoa nonpodyii ,eeceno! — ckomangoBan Ckumn. — bepu
KameHb, OYyMail 0 uém-Hubyob OUeHb 8eCENOM U... HY, HE 3HAIO. ..
nodcenaii uezo-Huobyowv!»

Makc B34 B pyKy Kpucrajul. OH OLIyTHII €10 3HAKOMOE TeIl-
70 u 6uenue. «Jlymait o Bec€nom», — IpoHECNIoch B rojioBe. OH
BCIOMHWI, Kak CKHIT KyOapeMm KaTWics C XOJIMa, U CHOBA XH-
XUKHYJL.

— W 4t0 )xenarb? — CIpOCUII OH.

«4mo-nubyov npocmoe! Bon, suduutv, aucmux Ha eemie? —
Ckun yka3ajl TOHKOU JIANKOW Ha OMHOKUM JKENTHIN JIUCTUK, KO-
TOPBbII1 BUCEJT HA BETKE MPSAMO HaJl HUMU. — 3ACmass €20 NOmam-
uesamu!»

— IloranueBarn?

«Hy 0a! Ymobwl on 3axpyocuncst! /lasaii, npooyii! »

Makc nouyBcTBOBaJ cedst HeMHoro ryno. OH ckall B pyke
KPUCTaJUl, U30 BCEX CHJI COCPEJOTOUYMIICS Ha YyBCTBE PaJOCTH
OT UX Urpsl co CKUIOM U YCTAaBWICS HA JIUCTUK.



«TanIyi, — MbICJIEHHO MpyKaszan oH. — [loxaiyiicra, 3aTaH-
LyW».

Huuero He npouzonuio. JIMCTUK BUCEN HETTOIBUKHO.

«Ix mot, Maxc-He-nenb! — B3J0XHYJI TOJIOCOK B €0 rOJIOBE. —
To1 He dcenaewrn, mol npocuuv! XKenaii! Kak 6yomo smo camoe
2nasHoe, ue20 mvl Xoueulb 8 HCU3HU! »

Maxkc Haxmypuics. OH cHoBa cxkayl Kpuctajl. OH CHOBa
BCIIOMHMI MX Becénylo OerotHio. OH oTOpocHa BCe MbICIU
U IPOCTO nouyecmeosan. OH 3aX0TeN YyBUJETb, KaK STOT JIMCTUK
KPYKUTCSI B BO3/IyX€E, 3aX0TeJl TAK CHJIBHO, KaK TOJIbKO MOT.

B 3TOT MOMEHT KpHCTall B €10 pyke CWIbHO Harpescs. JIu-
CTUK Ha BETKe JEPHYJICS, pa3, APYroM, alloToM BIPYT COpBAJICS
Y HavyaJl KPyKUTbCS B BO3/1yXe, IOAHUMASICh BCE BBIIIIE U BBIIIIE,
CJIOBHO B HEBUIMMOM Buxpe. OH TaHueBasn!

— IMonyunnocs! — BeIOXHYJT Makc, He BEpsSl CBOMM IJIa3aM.

«lloayuunoce! — BOCTOP:KEHHO B3BU3rHYJ1 CKUII, MOANPBITU-
Basi Ha €ro KosieHe. — Yx moit! A menepo... a menepsb 3acmasn
€20 8CNbIXHYMb!»

— BenbixHyTh? — Makc Tak yIUBWICS, YTO MOTEPST KOHIIEH-
TpaLUIO.

TaHIyIOIMIA JIUCTUK TYT %€ TOTEPSUT CBOIO BOJIIIEOHYIO CHITY
Y, MEJIJIEHHO TUUIAHUPYS, yaj Ha TpaBy. Kpucrami B pyke cHOBa
CTaJI TPOCTO TEIIBIM.

Makc cMoTpen To Ha ynaBIlIMKM JJMCTUK, TO HA KPUCTAILT B CBO-
el pyke, To Ha Boctop:keHHOro Ckuna. OH czienan 3To cam.

It0 OBUIO ero MepBoe, podKoe, HEYKJTIoKee, HO CaMOe HACTOsI-



11ee MPUKOCHOBEHUE K HEBO3MOKHOMY, ¥ 9TO OBbIJIO CaMOe HeBe-
POATHOE YYBCTBO B €TI0 JKU3HMU.

Makc cujien ¢ MHAPOKO OTKPBITHIMU IJ1a3aMH Ha JUCTUK. OH
3aCTaBUJI OOBIYHBIN JIUCTUK TaHIIEBATh. DTO ObUIO peasibHee, YeM
no0ast KOMIBIOTepHAS Urpa.

«Ewe! Ewe! — ne ynumaiica Ckun, npeirast BOKpyr HEro. —
Tot mocewn! A suden! /lasaii menepo umo-nuodyob no-HACmost-
wemy kpymoe!»

— Yro, Hanpumep? — Makc Bc€ eImg He Mor TIPHHTH B ceOsl.
Ero pyka, nepxaBiiasi KpucTasul, Ka3ajach 4yX0H, BOTIIEOHOM.

«Hanpumep... nanpumep... — CKuUIl OMJISAIENCA TIO CTOPOHAM,
Y €0 B3[JIsA]] OCTAHOBUWIICS Ha Ky4e Cyxux Betouek. — Cobepu ux
6 kyuky! be3 pyx! Caabo?»

«Cnabo?» — 310 CIOBO OBLIO Kak BBI30B. Makc CHOBA MOYyB-
CTBOBAJI a3apr.

— He cnaGo, — oTBeTHII OH, Kpermye c:KuMasi KpUCTaJLIL.

OH cHOBa cocpenoTounics. BermoMHMI BOCTOPT OT TaHIYIO-
IIEro JIMCTUKA. DTO IyBCTBO — «sI MOTy!» — ObIJIO KimtouoM. OH
yCTaBUJICS HA Pa30pOCaHHBIE BETOUKH.

«Cobepurech», — MOAYMall OH, BKJIA/IbIBasi B 3Ty MbICIb BCIO
CBOIO BOJIIO.

OpnHa BeToyka AEpHYyJach, MotoM Apyrasd. OHU MeEIJIEHHO,
OUYEHb HEYBEPEHHO, IOIOJI3/M IO 3€MJI€, KaK JICHUBbIE T'yCEHU-
1bl, crpedasi CyXue JIMCTbSI.

«Meonenno! — npokommentupoBan Ckur. — Jymaii Ovicm-
pee! Becenee!»



Makc nogHaxas. OH peACcTaBuIl, KAK BETOYKH — 3TO MaJIeHb-
KHe COIJJATUKU, KOTOPBIE YCIIBIIIAIN KOMaHy U OeTyT e€ BHITION-
HATh. OH XUXMKHYJ OT 9TOM MBICIH, U B TOT K€ MUI' BETOUKHU
CJIOBHO colLIM ¢ yMa. OHM 3aIpbIrajiy, 3aCKakaii 1 3a HECKOJIb-
KO CEKYH/I COOpaJMCh B aKKYPaTHYIO TOPKY B IIEHTPE TOJISTHKH.

— VX ToI! — BBIpBajoCh y Makca.

«¥Yx mot! — nepenpazuun ero Ckun. — A owce 206opun! Tot
somueonux, Makc! Hy, noumu. Yuenuk eonuednuxa. Moii yue-
HUK!»

— TBon yuenuk? — ycmexnyncsa Makc.

«Koneuno, moii! Kmo meoe ckazan, kak Haoo oeaamuv? A/ —
Ckun ropzio BbIIATHII CBOIO MYIIUCTYIO IPyAb. — A meneps... ca-
Mmoe caodicroe. [lomHuwts, 51 20860puUn NPoO ,,6CNBIXHYMB “»

— IlomHzO.

«Coenaii ozonéxk. Manenvkuii. Ilpsmo Ha 5moii Kyuke 8emox».

Makc 3amep. Oronék. Hacrosimuid. IT0 yKe He JIUCTUKU
Y HE BETOUKH. DTO OBbLJIO MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY.

— ITO... 3TO HE OMACHO? — CIIPOCHUJI OH.

«Onacro —smo ckyurno! — uipkayn Cxkun. — He ootics! Ipo-
cmo npeocmagv cebe maneHvKuli, ménavlii o2onék. Kak ceeuxa
Ha mopme. Tol dHce M00UUb OHU POKHCOEHUS ?»

Makc kuBHY1. OH 0COOEHHO JIIOOWJT 32yBaTh CBEYH.

OH cHOBa B3s1J1 KpucTayll. Tenepp KaMeHb B €r0 pyKe Kazai-
Csl HE MPOCTO TEIUIBIM, a NOYTH ropssunM. OH 3akpbli miaza. OH
npejICTaBuII cebe TOPT, CBEYH, U TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KOrJja MaMa
UX 3aKUTaeT, MAJICHbKUM, BECENbIA, TAHIYIOIIANA SA3bIYOK IUIA-



MEHH.

OH OTKpbLI [1a3a ¥ MOCMOTPEST Ha Ky4KY BETOK.

«OroHék», — MogyMa oH.

Ha camoii Bepxyuike, Ha KOHYMKE OIHOW U3 BETOUEK, MEJIbK-
HyJ1a UCKOpKa. TOYHO Takas ke, U3 KOTOpbIX nosiBuicsa Ckwurl,
IIOTOM €1LIE OJHA U EIIE.

BIPYT, U3 BUXPsI ITUX UCKOPOK, POIUJICS KPOIIEUHBIN, pa3me-
POM C HOTOTb, SI3bIYOK TuIaMeHu. OH ObLT He OpaHKeBbIM, a Ta-
KHM € CUPEHEBBIM, KaK CBETUJICS KPUCTAJUT HOUbl0. OH He KOTI-
TWI U He JpIMUI. OH IPOCTO. .. TaHLIEBA.

Makc cMoTpest Ha 3TO MaJIeHbKOe, Py4HOe IJIaMsl, U y HEro
NepexBaTUIO AbIXaHME.

BomnmeoctBo. OHO OBUIO 3€Ch: HA KOHUYMKAX €r0 MajblEB,
B €r0 MBICJISIX, U OHO CJTYIIAJIOCh €ro.

«Bom euouwn, — mporenTai B ero ronoBe CKur, Ha 3TOT pa3
COBCEM THXO U MIOUTHU CEPbEZHO. — Tbl MOdICEULL.

Makc cuyien v, Kak 3aBOPOKEHHBINA, CMOTPEN Ha KPOIIEUHbIN
cHpeHeBbIi OroHEK. OH ObUT TAKMM KPACHBBIM, TAKKIM. .. €TO.

«Hy umo, nodjcuzamenv, — XUXMKHYI B ero rogose Ckur,
HapylIUB TOPKECTBEHHBIM MOMEHT. — bydem dwcapume na ném
opewKu ?»

— ¥V MeHs HeT OpelIKOB, — pacCesIHHO OTBeTMJ Makc, He OT-
pbIBasi B3MJIsi/Ia OT TUIAMEHH.

«XKanv. A 5 661 coen. Jlaono, oasaii oanrvue! Coenaii ezo
oonvue! Ymoowl noayuuncs Hacmosuguii Kocmep!»

«Bosnbie?» — Makc ouyBCTBOBAJT YKOJ a3apTa. A moyemy Obl



u Het? Ecim OH cMor co37aTh OTOHb, TO CMOXKET U YITPABJISATD UM.

OH cHoBa cxan kpuctayl. OH IpecTaBul, Kak MaJeHbKUN
OTOHEK PaCTET, CTAHOBUTCS BbIllIe, sipye. OH BJIOKUI B 3TO Ke-
JIaHKE BCIO CBOI0 YBEPEHHOCTh, KOTOpasl HAKOIMUJIACh 32 MOCIIE/-
HUE roJryaca.

— bonbiie! — ckomaH10Ba1 OH BCITyX.

U oronék nociymasncs. OH U npasja cTaj Oosbliie pa3a B 1Ba
U yXke He OblJT TAKMM CUPEHEBBIM, a CTaJl OOBIYHBIM, OPAHKEBbIM.

«¥Yx mot! Ewe! Ewé!» — nopdanpusan CKu.

— Emg 6omnbine! — kpukHyn Makc, 9yBcTBYs ceOst HACTOSIIIAM
MIOBEJIUTEJIEM OTHS.

[11ams cHOBa BBIPOCIIO, 3aTPEIlajio, OT HErO MOBAJIMII AbIM.

«4Ymo-mo OvbimHO, — KallJISIHYJI TOJOCOK B €ro rojJioBE. —
Maxc, mot ysepen, umo...»

Ho Makc ero He ciymiain. OH Bomén Bo BKyc. OH ObL1 BceMo-
ryi!

— CAMBIN BOJIBIIION! — 3aopan oH, BKIajpBas B KpH-
CTaJUI BCIO CBOIO CUITY.

M TyT 4TO-TO MOILJIO HE TaK.

Kpucramn B ero pyke Bapyr craji JeasHbM. Tak pe3ko, 4To
Makc BCKpUKHYJI M 4yTb €r0 He BbIpoHUJI. KOoCTEp, KOTOpBIN pas-
ropeJicst yxe J0 KojieHa, He ctaji Oonbine. OH... YUXHYII.

Ha, umenHo tak. OH uzgan rpomkoe «AITYXU!», u3 Hero
BO BCE CTOPOHBI NIOJIETEJIN UCKPBI, ¥ OH. .. MOrac.

BMmecTo orHsi Haj Ky4ykod BETOK Telepb BUCEIO MaJIeHbKOE,
IUIOTHOE, cepoe obnauko. Takoe, Kakue pucyloT B KOMHUKCaX.



—Yro... 9T0 310? — IPOOOPMOTATT MaKc, IIsi/isi Ha 3TO HeO-
pasyMeHue.

«9mo? — ronoc Ckura ObUI MOJIOH CIEPKUBAEMOTO CMe-
Xa. — Imo, Moil 0opoeoli YyueHuK, Ha3vleaemcs ,,Mazusi NOWAa
He mak .

O06mauko MeAIeHHO TOIUTBUIO B CTOPOHY Makca. OH oTMax-
HYJICSI OT HEr0 PyKou, HO OHO ObUTO yrpsiMbiM. OHO TIOATLIBLIO
K €rO0 JIALLY U... JIOIHYJIO.

[Ipsimo emy B HOC yaapuil pe3Kuid, HEMPUSITHBIN 3anax. 3amnax
MOKPbIX HOCKOB U MOJTOPEBIIIeN Kallly.

— @y-y-y! — Makc 3axain Hoc. — Kakasi ragocTs!

OH He BblIEpkan U 3acMesuicsi. OT 0OUIbl, OT HEOKUAAHHO-
CTHU, OT BCE HeJlernocTy cutyauuu. OH, BEJTMKUI OBEJIUTEb O -
H$1, TOJIBKO YTO CO37aJl BOHIOUEE 0OJAKO.

«Xa-xa-xa! — 3amuBancs B ero rosnioBe Ckun. — A e 2060-
puna! Onacno — smo ckyuno! A éom max — eeceno! Teoé auyo!
Haoo 6vi10 sudemov meoé auyo! »

Makc cmesancs M Kauuisaa OfHOBpeMeHHO. CIE3bl TeKJIU
y HETO U3 I71a3 — TO JI OT CMEXa, TO JIM OT ITOTO YKaCHOI'0 3araxa.

OH nocMoTpes1 Ha KpucTaul B cBoed pyke. OH cHOBa crai
MPOCTO TETUIBIM.

—Iloyemy... moyeMy Tak MoSy4UIOCh? — COPOCHII OH, OTCME-
SIBIIIKCH.

«llomomy umo mwt caumkom yenékcs, — orsetun Ckur, yxe
Oonee cepb€3Ho. — Tvl Xomen He nNpocmo coeaamv, a Xomen
LHoKazams“, kakot mot kpymoii. Maeusi s5moeo ne mooum. Ona



KakK... kak Kowka. Ecau eé cauuikom cunbHo muckamo, OHa MO-
arcem u yapanuymo. Hau... Hy, mol NOHAN>.

CKHIT KUBHYJT HA OCTaTKH JBIMHOTO OOJIauKa.

Makc BeITep C1€3b1. ITO ObLIa €ro rneppast MarnuecKast Heyjaa-
Ya, ¥ OHa ObLJIa Y)KaCHO CMEITHOM 1, KaK HU CTPAHHO, OYEHb I10-
YUUTEJILHOM.

OH MOHST, YTO Marusi — 3TO He MPOCTO MHCTPYMEHT. DTO UTO-
TO JXMBOE M C HEel HYXKHO ObITb OCTOPOKHBIM, yBakath e€. Emg
OH TMOHSJI, YTO CMEAThCS HaJl CBOMMH OIMOKAMH — 3TO COBCEM
HE CTPAIITHO, OCOOEHHO, KOT/Ia PSIIOM eCTh JPYT, KOTOPHIA CMe-
€Tcs BMeCTe C TOOOM.

CosHile OKOHYATEIbHO CKPbUIOCH 32 BEPXYIIKAMU JEPEBbEB.
Heb60o w3 opaHkeBOro crajio TEMHO-CMHMM, M Ha HEM, OjIHA
3a Jpyrou, HAYaJld 3aKUTaTbCsl MEPBbIE, CaMble SIPKUE 3BE3[IBL.
B 3abpolieHHOM Tapke CTajo COBCeM TEMHO M OuY€Hb THXO,
HO Makcy 6oJibilie He OBUTO CTPAIITHO.

PsiioMm ¢ HUM, Ha €ro proK3ake, CBepHYBIIMCh KaJIaYUKOM, Jie-
xan Ckum, a B pyke Makc epxai Kpuctasul, KOTOpblid CHOBA
Hayas c1a00 CBETUTHCSI MSATKUM, CUPEHEBBIM CBETOM, Pa3rOHSIS
TEHU BOKPYT.

Onu nosro mommyaiu. [Ipocto cuaeny u cMOTpeny Ha 3BE3/IBI.

— Ckun, — TUX0 1mo3Baj Makc.

«M-m-m?» — COHHO OTO3BAJICS TOJIOCOK B €r0 T'OJIOBE.

— A THIL... Tl HACTOAIIMI?

CKun OTKPBUT OMH CBOW OJIECTSAIIUH TJIa3 U TMOCMOTPET
Ha Makca.



«A mu1?»

— A — na, — ynuBuica Makc.

«A nouemy mol peun, UMo Mol HACMOSWUIL, a 1 —Hem? —
Ckun cen v NOTSIHYJICS, BBITHYB CBOI0O MOXHATYIO CIIMHKY. — 7ol
Mmens euouuts ? Buouww. Cavumuws ? Cavimuws. LHluwku, komo-
poimu s 6 mebs kuoan, oviau Hacmosiue? Hacmosuwue. Tax
8 uém sonpoc ?»

— He 3nato, — yectHo npusHaicsa Makc. — [Ipocro... Bc€ 310
Kak Bo cHe. Emé Buepa s ObUI... OMH, a CETOHS Y MEHS €CTh
TBI ¥ BOT 3TO. — OH MMOCMOTPEJT Ha CBETSIIMICS KPUCTAILI.

«Buepa 6vin0 euepa, — punocodpcku 3amernn Ckur. — A ce-
200Hs1 — ce200Hs1. U cezo0Hs1 mbl He 00uH. 3Hauum, 8cé Xopouio».

OHu cHOBa MOMOJTYAJIH.

— A OTKyza ThI. .. BCE 3TO 3Haellb? — CHOBa cripocusl Makc. —
[Ipo maruio, Ipo TO, UTO HYKHO <«KeJlaTh», & HE «IIPOCUTH».

«He 3naro, — Ha 310T pa3 yecTHO npusHaicsa Ckur. — OHo
npPOCMO... eCmb HYMpU, Kaxk Oyomo si 6cezda smo 3xan. Kak mot
3Haeub, Kak oviuiamo. Tol dce He dymaeutb 06 smom? Bom u 5
He oymaro. A npocmo 3uaro».

OH cripbITHYJI C PIOK3aKa U MOJIOIIEN K pyke Makca, B KOTopou
nesxan Kpuctaul. OH TKHYJICS B HEE CBOMM XOJIOAHBIM HOCUKOM.

«9mom Kamemw... oH Kax OYyomo uacmes MeHsi UAU 5 — UaCMb
e20. Kozoa mut e20 Oepocuuiv, s1 medst ayuue. .. uyecmsyro. Bce
meou mvicau. Ilpo wxony. Ilpo pedosim. Ilpo pucynku».

Makc 3amep.

— Thl... Tl 3HaEIIb TPO MOU PUCYHKU?



«Koneuno, — nipocro orBetri1 Ckut. — IIpo oourokozo koc-
monasema. Xopowto pucyemtv. Tonvko epycmmo ouetvy.

Makc nouyBCTBOBaJI, Kak K IleKaM MpWIMBaeT Kpacka. Ero
camas IJIlaBHas TailHa, €ro JHEBHUK, U 3TOT MAJIEHbKUM MyIIH-
CTBIN 3BEPEK 3HAET O HEM M HE CMEETCHI.

—A... —Makc criotHyI1. — A TeOe He KaKeTCs 3TO. . . TIyIbIM?

«4mo umenno? — wuckpenHe yausuics Ckurn. — Pucosamy,
koeoa epycmmo? Ilo-moemy, omauunas udes. I'opazodo ayuute,
uem npocmo CUOemsv U CMoOmpems 8 cmeHy. Xomsi... — OH Ha ce-
KyHAy 3agymMaiics. — Kuoamwscs wuwkamu ewyé ayuuie!»

Makc yabIOHyICS.

— Ckur, — ckasall oH coBceM Tuxo. — Criacuoo.

«3a umo? 3a wmumku ?»

— 3a TO, YTO THI TOIBWJICS.

Ckun Huuero He oTBeTWI. OH MPOCTO MOAOMIEN U MOTEPCS
CBOEI MOXHATOM I1IeKOU 0 pyKy Makca. 9To ObUTO JTydIlie TI0ObIX
CJIOB.

OnHu cugeny Noj 3BE3JaMU, MAJIbUMK U BOMIIEOHOE CyIIie-
CTBO, POXKJIEHHOE U3 UCKP U B 3TOM TUIIIMHE, HAPYIIAEMOM JIUIITb
1IEJIECTOM JIUCTHEB, POXKIATIOCHh YTO-TO MMOBAKHEE MATMU: IPYK-
0a, HacTosIIasl, Ta, B KOTOPOU HE HY:KHO IPUTBOPSITHCS, Ta, T
MOXHO He OOSIThCS, YTO TBOU CaMble TJIABHBIC TAWHBI MTOKAKYT-
¢l KOMY-TO IJIyNbIMU. Makc BHEpBbIE B )KU3HU MOAyMaJl, UYTO,
HaBEPHOE, OH BCE-TAKU HE CaMblid ONMHOKUI KOCMOHABT BO BCe-
JICHHOI.

[Mopa ObUTO UATH JOMOM.



Makc BcTall, OTPAXHYJ IKUHCHl OT MPWIUIIIUX JTUCTUKOB.
Ha ymurie 65110 coBCEM TEMHO.

— ThI nonAEIL CO MHOM? — CIIPOCUJT OH, s Ha Ckumna.

«A Kkyoa s Oenycv? — GuipkHYT CKUI, 3alpbhirvBas emMy
Ha TUIEYO Y IETUISAsSICh MITKUMU JIalKaMu 32 BOPOTHUK TOJICTOB-
Ku. — Moti dom menepb —mam, 20e Smom OAecmauUil Kamyuiex».

— Tonbko. .. oma Tede MPUAETCS OBITh IO-HACTOSIIEMY HEBH-
JMMBIM, YTOOBI MaMa C TIaroi He YBUJEIH.

«Hesuoumvim? I[1gh-gb, npoute npocmozo! — rojaocok B €ro ro-
JIOBE 3a3By4aJl OUeHb CAMOAOBONIBHO. — Cmompu!»

Makc nmouyBcTBOBas, Kak CKUI Ha ero Tieve CIOBHO... pac-
Tasiy1. Bec ucue3. OH moTpora rmiedo — TaM HUKOTo He ObLIIO.

— Cxun? Tel rae?

«Tym 5, mym, — TWPOIIEJIECTe TOJIOC MPSIMO y €ro yxa. —
IIpocmo s menepv kax 6030yx. Buouww? A dce 2080pun, s 6cé
ymero!»

Jlopora JIoMol Yepe3 BeYepHH Mapk Oblla COBCEM APYTrom.
Makc 6omnbinie He Oosiicst TeHeil. OHM Tereph ObLIM MPOCTO Te-
HsaAMH, a poHapu — nipocto poHapsimu. Ha mieue y Hero cunen
HEBUUMBINA, HO OY€Hb OIIYTUMBIN IPYT, KOTOPbIN1 KOMMEHTHPO-
BaJI BCE MOAPS.

«0, cobaka! boavwas! asaii eé¢ nanyeaem? ... A a3mo umo
3a bnecmsawas oymasicka ? /lasaii noooepéem! ... Cmompu, y moii
memu cmewHas wasnal »

Makc mén u THXOHbKO yibiOancs. OH, HaBEPHOE, BBHITJISIIEN
HEMHOI'O CTPAHHO CO CTOPOHBI — MQJIbYUK, KOTOPBIA OIMH UAET



10 TEMHOMY TIapKY U y/blOaeTcst cam cede, HO emy ObLIIO BCE paB-
HO.

Koraa oH BoOIIEN B CBOIO KBApTHPY, OH HE CTajl, KaK OObIYHO,
NPOLIMBITMBaTh B KOMHATy. OH CIIOKOWHO MO3J0POBAJICA C PO-
JUTEJISIMH, TIOYKMHAI ¥ TOJIBKO TIOTOM TOIIEN K cebe.

3aiaa B KOMHATy, OH IEPBBIM JEJIOM IMOJOUIEN K 3epKay.
OOBIYHO OH He JIIOOUJ CMOTpeThcs B 3epkasio. OH BUIET Tam
IPOCTO. .. ce0s: CYTYJIOro MajJbylKa C BEYHO OIYILEHHBIMHU IJ1a-
3amu. Huuero unrepecHoro. Ceituac xe OH MOCMOTpEJ Ha CBOE
oTpakeHue 1 3amep. Manbuuk B 3epKajie ObLT TOT XKe: Ta XKe ce-
pasi TOJICTOBKA, Te e pacTpENaHHbIe BOJIOCH], HO YTO-TO OBLIO
no-1pyromy. Bo-niepBbix, OH He CYTYJIUJICA: €ro IJIeYH ObLIIM pac-
npaBJieHbl. BO-BTOPBIX, OH CMOTpEJ PSIMO: HE B I0J1, HE B CTO-
poHy, a mpsmo cebe B miaza. M maza... [ma3a 6pum gpyrumu.
B Hux Oosbliie He ObUIO TOH Cepoil, MbUILHOM MyCTOTHL. B HUX
uisicasii UCKopku. OTpaskeHue cBeta oT Jamibl? MoxeT ObITb,
a MOXET, 3TO ObUIM T€ camble MCKOPKH, U3 KOTOPBIX MOSIBUJICS
Ckur.

«Hy u uezo ycmaeguacs? — npolesiecTes B €ro rojloBe rojaoc
HeBuaUMOro apyra. — Kpacaguuk, s 3nar. OcobenHo ¢ makum
KPYMuIM OpY2OM, KAK 5, HA NAeUe».

Makc ynbIOHYJICS CBOEMY OTPaXeHHIO, 1 MAIBUHMK B 3€pKajie
YJIBIOHYJICSI €My B OTBET. DTO ObUIa He BHIMyUYEeHHAsI, BEKJIMBAS
Y/IBIOKA, a HACTOSAILAs, KUBASL.

OH BIpYT NOHS, YTO KPUCTAJIJI U3MEHWII HE TOJIBKO MUP BO-
Kpyr. OH U3MEHNUJI €ro Camoro.



Marus ObUla He TOJBKO B TAHILYIOIUX JIMCTUKAX U CHpEHe-
BOM OroHbke. OHa OblJIa B 5TOM HOBOM YyBCTBE BHYTPH: UTO ThI
HE OJIMH. YTO THI... MOXelllb. MoXkelllb paccMesAThCsl. MoKellb
3aroBOpUTh. MOXeIllb MOJHSATH IJ1a3a ¥ MOCMOTPETh HA MUP.

Marus npoOyxaana He cuity. OHa mpoOyXkJasia yBepeHHOCTb.

Makc B oTpaxkeHrH TIOJIMUTHYJT caM cede.

— A MBI C TOOOW HMYETO, — MPOIIETTAN OH.

«Ewé ovi!» — ¢ ropnocteio cornacuics CKurl.

Makc €r crnath ropasjio nosxe o0sr9HOro. OH emie J10Jro cu-
Jei 3a crojoM, a Ckur (yxke BUIMMBIM) HOCWICA M0 KOMHAre,
uccrenys Kakablii yrojok. HakoHell, HaUrpaBIlvCh, OH CBEpHYII-
Csl KaJJaYMKOM Ha MOJYIIIKe PsijIoM ¢ rojioBord Makca u 3aconel.

Makc moracui ceet. Kpucraiu, iexaBIimil Ha TyMOOYKe, CHO-
Ba HAIOJIHWICS MSITKUM, CHPEHEBBIM CBETOM, MOTPYysKasi KOMHA-
Ty B atMocepy BommedcTBa. Makc 3akpbll I1a3a, yabioasich.
D710 OBLT CaMBIH JIyUIIINI IEHb B €r0 KU3HU.

OH nouTy NPOBATUJICS B COH, KOT/Ja MIOYYBCTBOBAJ. .. UTO-TO
CTpaHHOE.

D710 OBUT HE XOJIOJ], KaK OT OTKPBHITOrO OKHA U HE CTPax, Kak
B Iapke. D710 ObLJIO. .. OlIyIleHne, Oy/ITO B KOMHATY BOIILIO YTO-
TO 4y’KO€, YTO-TO, YeroO 3/1eCh ObITh HE JIOJIKHO.

Maxc OTKpbUI I71a3a.

CgeT 0T KpHCTajlia, KOTOPBIH JI0 STOro ObLT POBHBIM U CIO-
KOMHBIM, BAPYr Hayal... MeplaTh, Kak OyATO YTO-TO MEIIAJIo
€My, a UCKOPKHM BHYTPU, KOTOpbIE paHblllEe TaHILIEBAJM, TENEPhb
METAJTUCh, KaK UCIYTaHHBIE MOTBUIBKH.



— Cxun, — Tixo no3Baja Maxc.

Ckun Ha NoAyIIIKE 3aBOPOYAJICA.

«4mo?.. — COHHO IpouIesiecTeN ero roocok. — Cnu, Maxc-
He-NeHb...»

— Yro-10 He Tak, — npowentai Makc. — Tbl yyBcTBYelIb?

OH cen Ha KpoBatu u orjsiAencs. KomHara Obuia Toi xe,
HO OIIyIIIeHUe BOJeOCTBa Ucye3no. BMecto Hero mosiBUIOCh
3TO. .. AaBsllee, HEMPUATHOE YyBCTBO.

TeHu B yriax, KOTOpble Ka3ajJuCh €My YIOTHBIMU HOPKamH,
BAPYT BBITSHY/IMCh, UCKA3WIUCh. T€Hb OT CTysa CTaja MOXOXka
Ha JJIMHHOHOTOTr'0, XYJIOr0 MaykKa, a TeHb OT CTOIKH KHUT Ha CTO-
JIe BBITSIHYJIACh B OCTPbIi, KPUBOM KOTOTb.

— MHe. .. MHe He HpaBuTcs 310, Ckun, — npu3Hajicsa Makc.

Ckur TyT e npocHyJics. OH ces1 1 OBEN CBOMMM JIJTMHHBIMHU
yIIaMU.

«/la... — MpoIlIenTan OH, U B €ro rojoce OoJbIlle He ObUIO
o3opcTBa. — Kakoe-mo... aunkoe owyusenue. Kax naymura».

Kpucrann Ha TyMOOUKe MUTHYJT OCOOGHHO CHIJIBHO, M Ha Ce-
KyHIy norac. KomHara norpy3uiach B ITOJIHYIO TEMHOTY, a KOTZ1a
OH CHOBA 32KErcsl, €ro CBET ObLT YK€ He CUPEHEBBIM, 4 KAKMM-TO
ONEKJIBIM, OOJTBHBIM, CEPOBATHIM.

B sTOoM cepom cBete Makc yBues, 4To TeHb OT €r0 COOCTBEH-
HOH PyKH, JIe)KaBIlel Ha ofiesiyie, Oblia HenmpaBuiIbHON. OHa Obl-
JIa IIMHHEe, YeM J0JIKHA ObITh, M NAJTbIIbl HA Hell ObLIIM OXOXKU
HE Ha MaJIblibl, 2 HA TOHKUE, OCTPBIE UIJIBL.

Makc BCKpUKHYJI M OTAEPHYJI PYKY.



«Imo He meoss menv! — B3BU3rHYJ CKHII, M €rO IIEPCTKA
BCTaJa IbIOOM. — Ona. .. uyoscas! Hckaxcénnas!»

Makc B yx)ace CMOTpel, KaK 3Ta UCKaXXE€HHAsl TEHb MeEJlJICH-
HO CIIOJI3a€eT C ero KPoBaTh U PacTBOpsiETCs B OOILEM CyMpake
KOMHATBI.

OH ObICTpO CXBaTUJI ¢ TYMOOUKH KpucTajul. Kamenb ObUT XO-
JIOOHBIM, Kak JIEA. Makc Kperko 3axall €ro B JIQJAOHHU, NIbITASCH
COrpeTh, JyMasi 000 BCEM XOPOIIIEM, YTO ObLJIO THEM, — O TaHILY-
IOLLIEM JIMCTUKE, O CMEXE, O Pa3roBOpE MOJl 3BE3/AaMHU.

MensieHHO, OYeHb MEJIJIEHHO, KPUCTaJUl Havall TervieTb. Ero
CBET CHOBA CTaJl 00peTaTh CBOM HEKHbIN, CHPEHEBBII OTTEHOK.

Vckaxx€HHbIE TEHU B YITIaX KOMHAThl OTCTYIIWIIU, ChEKUIIUCH,
CHOBA CTaJI OOBIYHBIMU, HOPMAJTbHBIMY TeHSIMU. JIUIKoe orry-
HICHKE MAyTHUHBI YIILUIO.

— Yro... 4to 310 OBUIO? — APOXKAIIUM TOJOCOM CITPOCHII
Makc.

«A He 3naro, — Tuxo orBeTUa CKUI, KOTOPBIA 3alpbIrHYJ
K HEMY Ha KOJICHU U IPOKAJl BCEM TeJIOM. — Imo Oblad... Mazusi.
Ho xakas-mo... opyeas. He nawa. Koarouasi».

Makc cMmoTtpen Ha KpucTtajul B cBoed pyke. OH noHsul. Ero
HAXOJKa — 3TO HE MPOCTO BECENAs UTPYLIKA. ITO YTO-TO HACTO-
siee, W, €CJIM eCTh Takasl CBeT/Iasi, 1oOpasi Marusi, Kak y HUX
co Ckunom, TO, 3HAYUT... IJIe-TO €CTh W Jpyras, TéMHas. IJT1a
TEMHas, KOJIoYasi Marus, KaxeTcsl, TOJIbKO YTO 3aMETUJIa €ro.

Makc cugen, He IIEBesiCh, U KPENKO CKUMal B pYyKe
KpucTaJUl. Temno KaMHs MOHEMHOI'Y COTpPEBajio0 €ro MaJiblibl,



HO BHYTPH BCE ellié ObLJI0 XOJIOAHO OT MEPEKUTOro yxkaca.

— «Komouas» marus? — nepecnpocu OH IIENOTOM.

«/la, — orBeTrs1 CKHUII, KOTOPBIN BCE €IE OPOXKaT y HEro
Ha KoJIeHsIX. — Hawa maeus — ona Kak... kak ménavlii ceumep,
yromuas, a ma... Kak 6yomo 0omponyacs 0o kpanuewl. 2Kocém-
ca u wewemcs. Henpusmnonr.

Makc nocMmotpen Ha Kpuctajil. OH CHOBA CBETUJICS] POBHBIM,
CHPEHEBBIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO HUUETO U He ObLIIO.

— Ho... nouemy? OTkyzna oHa B3s1ach?

«f ne 3naro, — CKUIl HEPBHO IEPHYJT YXOM. — Mooicem, smom
MUp... OH He moavko Hawt. Modcem, 8 Hém ecmb u Opyeue... Cy-
uecmea. C Opyzoii mazueii».

— C komouent maruei?

«Aea. U um, xasicemcsi, He NOHPABUNOCH, YMO Mbl MYM eece-
AUMCSL, KAK OYOMO Mbl 3AUAU HA UX NOASIHKY 0e3 Cnpocax.

Makc BCIOMHUJI CBOU OLIYIIEHHMS B MIapKe: TO YyBCTBO, YTO
32 HUM HaOJI0/Ial0T, TOT MEePBOOBITHBIN cTpax. MOXeT, 3T0 ObI-
JI0 He POocTo BooOpaxeHue? MoXeT, OH M TOI/Ia TIOYYBCTBOBAJ
3TOT. .. YyKOHU XO0JI0?

— U uro teneps Oyner? — TMXO cripocusl oH. — OHU NpUayT
CHOBa?

«He 3na10, — CKHUII CITPBITHYJI C €r0 KOJIEH Y MOJOIIEN K KPH-
crajuly. OH OCTOPOXXHO MOTpOraj ero Jankou. — Ho amom xa-
MeHb... o1 ux omnyeuyn. Koeoa mut e2o cozpen, onu yuinu. On
KaK... kak goonapux 6 mémnoli komname. Iloka on 2opum, écsi-
Kue ,,0yKu“ 00ssmcest noootmu».



— 3HAYUT, €r0 HENb35 OTITYCKaTh?

«Haeeproe. Ilo kpaiineii mepe, Houvto. — CKUIl MOCMOT-
pen Ha Makca cBoMMU OJIECTSIIMMU TIa3kaMu. B HUX Oosblie
He ObUIO 030pPCTBA, BO B3MJIsAIE YMTAJIACh HEMO/IEIbHAS CePbE3-
HOCTb. — Maxc, 3mo 6oavue He npocmo uzpa. Imo... no-Hacmo-
augemy».

Makc kuBHY/I1. OH U caM 3TO TOHSL.

IIpukinoyeHre, 0 KOTOpOM OH MeYTall, OKa3aJIoCh HE TaKKUM,
KaK B KHWrax. B kHMrax Bc€ ObLJIO IOHATHO: BOT T€POU, BOT 3JI10-
JIe, a 371eCh. .. 371eCh OBUIO MPOCTO «HAIIE» U «IyKOE», TEMIOe
Y XOJIOJIHOE, YI0THOE U Komouee. [Toxoxke, 4To «kosmodee» 3HajI0
0 €ro CyILECTBOBAaHUM.

OH cHOBa JIEr B KPOBaTh, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 HE BBITYCTUJ KPHU-
crayul U3 pyku. OH 3aXkajl ero B KyJlake ¥ CIpATal MO/ OLEAIO.
Ckun ycTpousics psiIoM, Ha IOAYIIKE, U MOJIOKUJI CBOIO MaJIEHb-
KyI0 MOXHATYIO TOJIOBY €My Ha Ijiedo. Tak, BABOEM, OHU ObLIU
CHUJIbHEE.

Makc siexan u cMOoTpes B TeMHOTY. CTpax yIIEN, HO Ha €ro
MeCTO Tipuiilia TpeBora. Yro 310 3a cymecrBa? Yto UM HyKHO?
[louemy ux marus Takas... HernpusATHasa?

Borpocos craio emi¢ 6oJblie, HO Terepb K HUM JI00aBUJIOChH
HOBOE€ YYBCTBO: YYBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a 3TOT MAJICHbKHUU,
CBETAIIMICSA MUPOK, KOTOPbIA OHU CO3/1aJIH, 32 CBOET0 HOBOT'O
Jpyra, 3a 3TOT KPUCTaJll, KOTOPbI OKA3aJICsl HE MPOCTO COKPO-
BUIIIEM, 2 €IIE U... IIUTOM, U OH OyIeT ero 3aIluiiaTh.

Makc mpocHyJICsSl OT TOTO, YTO B OKHO CBETHJIO SIPKOE YTPEH-



Hee COJTHIIE.

OH ceJt Ha KPOBaTH U NEPBBIM JIEJIOM IOCMOTPE Ha CBOIO py-
Ky. OH Tak u ycHyJ, CKuMas B KyJlake Kpuctaii. KameHb Obu1
TEIUIBIM U CTIOKOWMHBIM. Ps1710M, CBEpHYBIIHCH KJTyOOUKOM, COTIEN
Cxur. «Komovasi» Marust 6osbliie He BO3Bpalaiach, HO 4TO-TO
HEoOpaTUMO U3MEHHUIIOCh.

Makc BcTa 1 mofoIien K OKHy. Mup 3a CTeKJIOM ObLT IPEX-
HUM: CTIEIIMJIA Ha paboTYy JIIO/IM, €XaJIi MAIllHBI, Jlasjia coOaka,
HO OH CMOTpeJI Ha BCE 3TO APYIMMH IJIa3aMHu.

Panbiie Mup aenvics Uist HEro Ha JB€ YacTH: IIIYMHBIW, 4y-
’KOM MUP CHapyKy U €ro TUXUid, OQUHOKUI MUP BHYTPHU, TENEPh
BCE CTaJIO CJIOKHEE.

OH MOHSJI, YTO CYLIECTBYET €IE OAUH MUP, TPETHI1, MUD, KO-
TOPBIM CKPBIT OT BCEX: MUP Maruu, U 3TOT MUP, KaK OKa3aJIoCh,
TOXe ObUT pa3HbIM. B HEM Oblia cBeIast, TEMIasi CTOpOHa — ero
kpucrasul, CKUIl, TaHIYIOIME UCKOPKU. bblia u gpyras — TéM-
Hasl, XOJIO[HAas1, C UICKAKEHHBIMU TEHSIMU U OIIYIIIEHUEM JIMITKOM
nayTuHbl. Makc, KakuM-To 00pa3oM OKa3aJics PSIMO Ha IPaHM-
1€ ITUX ABYX MHUPOB.

«Hy umo, cons, — npolenecTes B ero rojoBe 3aclaHHbIi Io-
socok Ckumna. — Yorce arobyeutvbcst c6oUM KOpONe8Cmeom ?»

— DTO He MOE KOPOJIEBCTBO, — YIIBIOHYICS Makc.

«A Kameno — meoui. 1 a1 — meoil. 3uauum, u Koporeecmeo
HEeMHO020 meoé», — pe30HHO 3aMeTi1 CKull, MOTATUBasICh.

Makc nomeén B BaHHYI0, 4TOObl yMBIThCA. OH HOCMOTpEN
Ha cebsl B 3epKaJo.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.



https://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=73436328
https://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=73436328

	Часть 1: Сердце холма
	Глава 1: Уголёк надежды
	Глава 2: Сердце холма
	Глава 3: Нечаянный друг

	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

