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S xpuuana nmpasay. Ho komy HyXHa MpaB/a, Korja ecTb uaeaibHas JIoxb?JIoxb

O TOM, YTO U3MEHWJIAa MYXKY C €O POIHBIM OpaToMm, poauiia peOeHKa 1 youia
mauteiiia!Tloka 51 joka3eiBaia HeBUHOBHOCTh, MO €JUHCTBEHHBIN CBUJICTETh

— BepHas (peiinHa — Oblia youTa. PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTO § criacasia, HailjieH
MEPTBBIM. A OpaTr UMIIepaTopa KJISTHETCS Ha KPOBU MPEIKOB: «Y HAC JIIOOOBb.

Ito Ha peO6EHOK». MeHs ocTpuriu Hatbico. [IpoBenu 1o cronumile B MO30pHOM
mecTBuM. Tonma Opocana B MeHs JIEN U KaMHU. A OH CMOTpesi Moyai.B MoMeHT,
KOTJIa TOMOP 3aHeCIM HaJl MOei Iieed, Mo€ ceplie pocTo. .. 3amep3ino.lIpasaa
MOSIBUJIACH CJIMIITKOM IM03/1HO. Moe cepatie — jell. Mot pekuil 1ap CTUXUMHOM
Marvy HarpaBwWICs MPOTUB MeHsI caMoil. OH TIbITaeTCsA BEPHYTh MEHs: IPUHOCHUT
KHUTH, TPeeT MOM PYKH, IemueT «IpocTh».Ho Kak pacTonmuTk TO, 4TO 3aMEP3TI0
OT ero e HeyioBepus? Beap eciu Jien He pacTonuTh, 1 ympy. Y uMriepatop 3t0
3HaeT.A B TEHSIX CMEETCSI TOT, KTO BCE OACTPOrIL. TOT, Ubsl JIOXKD pa3pyIniia Halry
UCTUHHOCTB. TOT, KTO TOTOB YOUTh BeCh MHP, UTOOHI sI CTaJIa ero.
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Kpucrnna IOpam
Pa3Boj ¢ umneparopom. Jleaq HCTUHHOCTH

IHPOJIOT

— Mauto Toro, 4To Thl U3MEHMJIA MHE C MOMM OpaTtoM, MOKa 51 BOeBaJl, TaK €Ille POoAnja OT HEro
pebenka! 1o — nozop! — ronoc Mapena oOpymmics Ha MeHs, Kak TIbi0a Jibla C TOPHOM BEPIIUHBI.

B ero xomomHbIX rma3zax He ObUIo rHeBa. bputa aronus. Ta camas, 4Tto pBET AyIIy U3HYTpH,
KOrJa J0O0Bb IIPEBPAILAETCS B IETIeN 32 OIHY CEKYH/Y.

Xonop, BIUJICA B KOXKY IIIEW paHbLIe, YEM § yCIEIa OCO3HAThb CMBICH CJIOB. OH MpONUTHIBAJI
KaK/IbIM BJIOX, KOTOPBIM 1 €/, IbITasCh HE 3aJ0XHYThCA OT CIIE3, 3aCTPABLIMX KOMOM B rOpJie.

VY MmeHs ceiiyac ObUIO TaKOE YYBCTBO, CJIOBHO MEHS PasfieNiil MPHJIIOIHO, JIMIIMB MpaBa Ha
npasay!

SI3pIk mpuun K HEOY, a 5 Bce ellle He MOIvIa OTOWTH OT Mblciu: «Kak oH BooOIe Mor Takoe
nogyMatb?! Kak oH mMor 3anono3puth MeHs1 B HeBepHocTH? Kem OH MeHs cuuTaer?»

[To3zop.

C110BO, BBIK:KEHHOE PaCKAJIEHHBIM Xkese30M. Ternepb OHO CTano MOe KOXKEN, MOMM JIbIXaHHUEM,
MouM uMeHeM. OHO BIUTAJIOCh B POCKOIITHBIE CTEHBI TOKOEB, B TKAHb OAPXaTHOTO TUIAThsI, PACIIIUTOTO
KEMUYKUHAMU, B KaXIbld BIOX, KOTOPBIY A J€J1ajia, IBITasICh HE 3aJOXHYTbCS OT CIIE3.

ITate MUHYT Ha3aj ABEPb MOMX IOKOEB OTKpbLIACh ¢ rpoxoToM. Ha mopore crost Mol My,
MOU UMIIepaTop, MOU JPAKOH.

Beicokui, mupokoruieunit. B miamme. Ero Bosocs! — TEMHBIE, KaK HOYb HaJl TOPHBIMU BEPIIN-
HaMu, — ObUTM pacTpENaHbl BETPOM JOJITOrO IMOJETA, CIOBHO HOBOCTD 3acTalla €ro BHE3aIHO, U OH
Opocui Bcé, copBaics U npuieren. A maza... O 6oru, ero rmasa. CepeOpucTo-ronyosle, ¢ BepTH-
KaJIbHBIMU 3pauKaMHU, KaK y 3MeH, TOTOBOH ykanuTb. B HuX He Obu10 rHeBa. beuta cmepts. Ta camas,
YTO OH cesil Ha 1osie 60s1. B ero pykax ObLIO CKaTO MUCHMO.

3a cnMHOM MMIIepaTopa B KOpUIOpe TOMMIIMCh TpuaBopHbie. He ckpbiBast modombirctBa. He
npsya yemerek. OHu pagoBayick. Kaxkipiil ux BI0X ObUT INIOTKOM MOETO 1030pa, KOTOPBIN 111 HUX
cJIalle caMbIX M3bICKAHHBIX BHH. Kaaplil MIENOT — KaMHEM, OpOIIEHHBIM B MOIO CITHHY.

Ho oHu Tak 1 He ocMeIMIMCh IEPECTYNIUTH IOPOT MOUX MTOKOEB.

Kak cTepBATHMKM OHM BBINJISAABIBAIM U3 KOPUIOPA, KaJHO BOMPAIM KaXKIYI0 AETalb MOETO
yHUKeHHA. VX mEnor cimBascsa B €JUHBIM I'yJl, OT KOTOPOI'O 3aKJIaIbIBajIO YIIA U KPOBb CTyvasla B
BUCKax: «BoT OHa, Hallla CBATast UMIIEPATPHIIA. . .» «A TOBOPHUJIA, UTO BEPHA. .. A BOH KaK OKa3aJioch!
Henapom ke oHa cHavasa Obula HeBecTol Opara uMiieparopa! A 4yBCTBa-TO OCTAJIMCh!».

— Momyars! — cTpallHEIM T'OJI0COM IPUKa3al UMIIEPATOP, IS/ HAa IPUABOPHBIX.

[Ilenor MOMEHTAJIBHO CTHX.

Bce 3Hanu. OHO ClIOBO — ¥ MOXXHO OBUIO JIMIIUTBCA Beero. Bnactu, Tutyna, JeHer 1 rojioBsl.

Ho paxe cnoBa JpakoHa He MOIVIM ITOracUTh KaJHbIM OJIECK B I71a3aX M HETepIeJUBOe Ipel-
BKYILLIEHHE IIPOJOJIKEHUS CKaHJaJa.

— 9T0 — He Mol peOeHOK ! — ropaI0 Mpon3Heca 5.

$1 BcmomHmIIa, 4To OBUIO B 9TOM KOMHATe el Momyaca Hazaj. 3anax KpoBU U JlaBaHabl. TEbIil
BEC MJIAJIEHIIA HA MOMX pyKax. ['onoc moel npenanHou ¢peisinabl, bpunst Jleiid, qporayBmmi ot
CJ€3 G1arofapHOCTH:

“Crniaci60 BaM, MOSI TOCIIOXXa, YTO CKPbUIM MOW IM030p... 51 4yBCTBYIO ceds mydme... S Tak
OnarozjapHa, 4to Bbl npuHsaau poapl... Yto Bl BeIXOgwIm MeHs... YTo HUKOMY HE pacckasaid O
MoeM OecyecTbe. .. 51 yike Halllla A7 CblHAa XOPOIIYI0 KOPMIIIHLLY ... 7.
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Ona crosia B ABEpsiX B TEIUIOM ILIAIIE C KAIMOMIOHOM U MpWKUMalia K TPYAU IparoleHHbIH
CBEPTOK, C KOTOPBIM He XoTelia paccraBarbesi. Ho BeiOOpa y Hee He ObLIo.

— 4 xny oObsicHeHMI! — XOJIOAHBIA, PE3KUIl TOJIOC MyKa BHIPBAJ MEHsI U3 BOCIIOMHUHAHWI,
3aCTaBUB BEPHYThCS K YHU3UTEIBHOU PeaibHOCTH.

MsHe ObIJIO HEPBHO M TOIIHO MPU MBICJH O TOM, UYTO JIDOOE MOE OIpaBiaHKe BBITJISINUT B €r0
r71a3ax Kak HOBast JIOXKb. M Kaxkgast MOsI TOMBITKA ObITh YECTHOM JIMIIIb YKPETUIsIa €ro MOI03PeHHMSI.

Kak s Moria oObsIBUTH IPU BCEX, UTO TAWHO NMPHUHUMAJIA POAIBI Y MPETaHHOM (PpEeTUHbI, Oepe-
MeHHOU OT Oparta umrneparopa? Yro obelana cnacT e€ 4ecTb, COXpaHUB TIO30P B TaiiHe?

Sl nana cJI0BO MMIMEPATPUIIbl, YTO HUKTO HE Y3HAET O TOM, YTO OpaT UMIiepaTtopa Tpy JHs Ha3a
CTaJl OTLIOM.

U ceituac Ha ogHOM yairie BecoB OblTa 5. Ha mpyroit — peryrtarus obecuelieHHON AeBYIIKY,
Ybsl XKU3Hb Oy[eT pa3pyllieHa u3-3a CHIOMHUHYTHOH MPUXOTH Opara MMIIepaTopa.

Uro-To BHYTpPH MOAMBIBAJIO CKa3aTh MPABY, YTOOBI IPEKPATUTh 3TOT 1030p. Ho ouncTuB cBOE
UM, 51 3AMSITHAIO YYXKOe.

Torna Ha penyTarmu Moeit 6eqHor BprHbl MOKHO OyaeT moctaBuTh KpecT. OHa U Tak CUpoTa
13 oOemHeBIero poaa. U e eme nqonro OyayT MpUIioMrHaTh HE3aKOHHOPOXKICHHOTO peOeHKa. [axe
€CJIM UMIIEPaTOPCKMM YKa30M €€ BBIIAIYT 3aMyXK, CIacThsl B Opake He Oyner. Mysk 00s13aTeJIbHO TpH-
MIOMHHT «peOEHOUKa». A 00IIEecTBO OPE3IMBO OTBEPHETCS, KaK TOJIBKO OHA BOWAET B 3as1. CIOBHO
OHU CaMU CBSTbIE!

Jlaxe ceifuac, Korma B3IJIsI/I UMIIEpaTopa pe3asl KoKy Kak HOX, s cTapayiach AepXkKaTh JIMIO U
COXPaHSTh CIIOKOWMCTBUE.

— Napen, nocnymiaii MeHst! Emié pa3 noBropsiio! — Moii rojioc 3By4asl TBEPIO U YBEPEHHO.

Sl momHsNa JIUIIO, THITASACh IOMMATh B3I MYyXa.

Konenn mpenarenscku gpoxkanu. $1 BOuaach majibllaMd B Kpall KaMHHA, YTOOBI COXPAHUTh
ocaHky. JlazoHp uyBcTBOBaa X004 Mpamopa. Cepatie — X0JI0[1 ero B3rsaa.

— 910 He Mo peOEHOK. S TOTOBa OKJISCTHCS.

Topro cxumanock, OyATo HeBUAMMAs pyka aymmiaa MeHs. [Ipenatelbckue c€3bl BCTaIA
KOMOM B ropJie.

41 gyBcTBOBaNA ceOst HeBUAMMOM. $1 rOBOpMIIA MpaB.y, a MOM CJIOBA MaAajiy B MyCTOTY.

PanblI1ie MbI ¢ MykeM JOBEPSIIA APYT JIPYTy.

Ho nosepue — xpynkas Beuip. E€ nerko ciomars paccrossaueM. OgHuM nvcbMoM. OIHUM 13-
YeM MJIaJIeHIa, TOHOCHBIIMMCS U3 MOMX MOKOeB. OJJHUM MIEMOTOM THYCHOM CIUIETHH, KOTOpasi OIy-
Tajia ABOpell, KaK JIMIKasl ayTHHA.

W MHe npuxonuTcsi JOKa3blBaTh, YTO PeOEHOK — HE MOM, XOTS €r0 KPHK pa3laBajicsi B MOUX
MOKOSIX.

“Tuie, MaJbII, THIIE...”, — BCIIOMUHAIA S CTaObIid TOJIOC W CJIE3BI HA JIUIE U3MYYEeHHON
ponamu bpuHbL.

Sl momuma, kak BpruHa Heclla MHe Yaii, Kak rmoOJie/iHesNa, Kak BRIpOHWIAa KpykKy. Kak st cpbi-
BaJla C Hee TYTOM KOpPCeT, Mo KOTOPbIM OHa IMpSITasia MOCIE/ICTBUS APAKOHbEH MPUXOTH.

HoxHoe nipeniexanue. DTu cioBa Kak MpokJsAThe. HU peanumanum, HU Kpecnia, HA UHCTPY-
MeHTOB. He ObUTO maxke aHecte3uu. Be€, kK uemy s MpUBBIKJIA B TOM MUPE, 3/IECh OTCYTCTBOBAJIO.

3aTto OblTa HecyacTHasi pOXKEHMIIA, TUIOJ TepeJaBeHHbI TYTMM KOPCETOM, KOBPHK BO3Je
KaMHUHa, HOK, KOTOPBIM 51 BCKpbIBaJIa MUCbMa OT MY>ka, HA0Op [Tl BHIIIMBAHUS, IPOCTHIHS C KPOBATH
1 TEMIasi BOJA B yalle AJ1sl yMbIBaHUs, KOTOPYIO 51 IPUHECIa U3 yOOpHOM.

Ho s cnipaBunack. Math u peOEHOK BKIIN. B ToM Mupe moi niperiogaBatenb Cepreit Kon-
CTQaHTMHOBUY TOCTABIJI Obl MHE MATEPKY! 3a MPUHATHE TSKENBIX POJOB B MOXOAHBIX YCJIOBHSIX.

4 nomama ceou Melci. CHavana: « TonbpKo OBl BEIKIA», a ITIOTOM: « TOJIBKO OBl 1 HE BHECIA
HUKAaKYIO 3apasy!».
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“ITpocture. .. ymorsiio Bac. .. 51 Bc€ moctuparo. .. Obeman. .. Toabko HUKOMY He TOBOpHUTE. ..~ ,
— mentasia BpuHa B 6pefy, moka s CMOTpesia Ha CBOM OKPOBABJIEHHBIE PYKH, ITPOCTHIHIO M KOBED B
KpoBu. OHM BHINJISIJEM KaK CBUIETENN YOUICTBA, HO HA CAMOM JIeJie CTUTH CBUETEIISIMH POKICHUS
HOBOW KU3HMU.

Koneuno ke, Bc€ crupana si. [IpsiMo B KOpOJIEBCKOM KyTaIbHE, IIEAPO MOIUBAsI JOPOTMM KOPO-
JIEBCKMM ILIAMITYHEM C 9CCEHLIMEN JparolieHHbIX Macesl JJyHHBIX I[BETOB. 3aKaTaB IUIaThe, 51 TOJIKJIA
B IIPOXJIATHOM BOJE HOraMM MOKpoe okpoBaBieHHOe Oenb€. [lo crapunke. Kak B obmexutnn. A
MOTOM CYIIIMJIA BCE BO3JIe KAMUHA, TIOKa HAa MOEW KPOBaTH NMpUXoania B cedst Most BepHasi KoHcTaH-
uus byaHcee.

S Becerna cpaBHuBasia e€ ¢ Koncranuueit u3 « Tpéx myimkerépo». M oHa Bceraa ciykuia MHe
BEpOH U MPaBIOH.

«Korga s Beiiiny 3amyxk, s1 3a0epy ero. Ckaxy, 4To 3T0 — peOEHOK MOMX POICTBEHHHUKOB...
4 aro-uuOyne npugymaio... S yceiHOBIIO ero. VI Mbl Gombllie HUKOrJa He paccTaHemcs... A Toka
NpUAETCS eMy TOXHUTh Y KOPMUWIUIEL... Be€ Oyaer xopomo...», — ciplmancs e€ cnabblil rojioc u
THXO€E JIeTCKOe chiToe nKkanue. Kamun norpeckuBait. [IpocTbiHM CYIIMINCH HA CTYIBSX.

Tpu nHsa noHanoOmnock bpuHe, 4ToOB BOCCTaHOBUTHCS. M BOT OHa ymuia momyaca Hasaf,
YTOOBI OTHECTH MAaJIBIIIIA KOPMUJIHUIIE.

— JlaBaii Thl BOMIEIIIB, — TPOM3HECIIA 51 MYKY, UYBCTBYSI, KaK IpOkKaT ryosl: «OH MHE HE BEpHT!».
— A oHHM Bce octaHyTcs 3a Bepblo. U 51 Tebe Beé pacckaky. Tonbko Tede. OmHOMY.

OpuH B3I MMIIepaTopa — U MPUIBOPHbIE ouncTid Kopugop. Ho s 3Hana, yro oHu 3atau-
mch U KayT. OHM KIYT, C KAKUM JIMIIOM €ro MMIEpaToOpcKoe BEIMYECTBO CHOBA OTKPOET ABepb. U
OT 3TOro OyJeT 3aBUCEThb BCE.

JIBepb 3aKpbLIach.

— 51 TeOGs1 BHUMATENHHO CITYINIAIO, — B TOJIOCE MYskKa ObLT X010/, TOT caMbli, YTO CKOBBIBAET PEKU
B ropax.

— 910 — He Mol peOEHOK. D10 pedéHok Bpunbl. OHa poguia ero ot TBoero Opara. Eii crano
IUIOXO, KOrja OHa mnojaBaia 4ai. f momorna npuHATh poibl. OHa Mpocuia HUKOMY HE TOBOPHUTD.
W ceituac, xorja eil crajio jerye, oHa yuuia B ropoji UICKaTb KOPMIIUILY, — IIPOM3HECHA $, TSI B
r71a3a Myxa.

Cné3pl HAaKOHEII TPOPBAJIKICH — FOpsSIUre, CONEHBIe, oOkuraoiye mMEku. Cnéss oouapl. Kak o
MOT BOOOIIIE TIOAYMarTh, YTO s eMy U3MeHIIa?

— OHa cKOpO BEpHETCS, U ThI CITIPOCUIIIb Y HEE CaM.

Mmmnepatop mocMoTpen Ha MeHs, M B €ro IJ1a3ax BCIBIXHY/IA UCKOpKa Hajexkasl. Ho s Obuta
O4YeHb OOMXeHa. BMecTo Toro 4toObl TUXO MPUIATH KO MHE M BCE OOCYIUTh, OH CHEJIaN 9TO CO CKaH-
nasiom! C nozopom! C yHUUTOXKEHUEM BCETO, YTO MbI CTPOUJIH.

— Tel roBopuLIb NpaBay? — MPOM3HEC OH.

— Ha, — kuBHy1a 51. ['o1oc npornyin, Ho 51 aepskanack. — Ceituac BprHa BepHETCs, 1 OHa BCE cama
pacckaxer. f JaBaja clIOBO UMIIEpATPULIbl, YTO COXPAHIO €€ TailHy. A Tbl Jail CJIOBO UMIIEPATOPA,
YTO HE paccKaskelb 0 Hell. Y moroBopuib ¢ Oparom.

Ha mrHoBeHbe Myx crait nmpexHuM. [Jake ero Moryume mieun pacciaaOuiInch, CIOBHO C HUX
yna Tsokensli rpy3. OH caenait mar KO MHE — U s IOYYBCTBOBAJIA €r0 TEIUIO. 3amax JbiMa, FOPHOW
MBUTK 1 YETO-TO CJaJKOTro — MENa ¢ mosiei ero umrnepuu. Ero masnbisl porHysm, OyaTo XOTelu Koc-
HYTbCs1 MoeH 1meku. Ho He kocHysmch. §1 0TBena roioBy, qaBasi MOHSATh, YTO YKaCHO Ha HEro oOMKeHa
3a €ro NnoJo3peHusl.

[TpukocHOBeHUs1 He ObLIO, HO BOCTIOMMHAHME O MPUKOCHOBEHUH YIApHJIO OOJIbHEE JII0O0ro
yZapa: ero najblibl, CKOJIb3SIIIME [0 MOEH CIIMHE B TEMHOTE ciajibHU. Ero meénor: «Tel — Mot mocien-
HUI IpuioT». Ero Teso, HakpbiBaloiiiee MeHs LIETMKOM, KaK KPbUIbsl IPAKOHA, 3AIUIIAIOINIIE OT OypH.
4 mobuna ero. Jlioqy He MOHUMAIOT — JIIOOOBb APAKOHA HE MOXO0Xa Ha YenoBevecKylo. OHa KKET.
Omna noxwupaer. OHa ocTaBJIsIe€T LIPaMbl HA AyIlE, KOTOPbIE HE 3aKUBAIOT HUKOTIA.
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— IIpuBeauTe ciona Moero Opara, — MOCIBIIIAJICS CTPOTHIA TOIOC MYyKa.

JIBepb OTKpbLIACh, M Ha IOPOTe BO3HUK MuaammMi Opat umneparopa. «Ero miaaiee Benuye-
CTBO», KaK IIEMNTaJIM 32 €ro CIIMHOM, OT Yero OH MpUXoaui B OemmeHcTBo. OH Mpomén B KOMHATY, a
s1 CMOTpeJia Ha Hero ¢ 3aTa€HHOW BPakAeOHOCTHIO.

Ero Bos1OCH 11BeTa CHesioi MIIeHUITH HUCTIAAIU Ha TUIEYH, 00pamiIsisl JIMIIO ¢ HeKHBIMU yep-
TAMU M aHTeJIbCKON yibIOKoW. [1a3a — TEmble, sHTapHbIC, MOMHbIe cOuyBCTBUsA. Ho s 3Hama. 4
BUJIeNIa, KaK 3Ta yJbIOKa racHeT, KOrja OH JAyMaeT, YTo ero HUKTO He BuauT. Kak Bo B3Iisiae BCITbI-
XHMBaeT HEYTO MHOE, TEMHOE, I'OJIOTHOE.

Sl 3ameuasna, Kak ero majblibl, KOIjia MeHsi OOHUMall MOM MYX, HETTPOM3BOJIBHO CKMMAIUCh —
Oy/To JToMau ublo-To 1ielo. Kak ero pixaHue nepexBarbBasio, KOrja s IpOXOauia MEMO — KOPOTKO,
PBaHO, KaK y paHEeHOTO 3Bepsl. 10 ObUIa He JI0O00Bb. IT0 ObUT rooa. OnepKUMOCTb.

— Maguc, — rooc nMrieparopa ObLT THILE HIENOTA. — BBUTO JI MEK/1y BaMH UTO-TO?

— Bpart, s Hukorna teGe He Jyirain... — npomenTai Masuc.

— 4 Toxe HuKorga TeGe He ranal!! — 3akpuyana .

NaBuc nogHsn Ha meHs B3MIsAA. B ero maszax MenbkHyJIO Heuto crpaHHoe. Tpuymd? Bonb?
S He ycniena pasrisageTs.

— Ipoctu mens. 51 nomken ObuT TeOe ckazath... Ho s He mymal, uto Bc€ 0OepHETCS CKaHa-
JioM. .. S He XOoTen roBopUTh Tede MpHU BeeX, HO, YBHI. .. [Ipuaérces ckazats npasay. Ja. Mnrpua, TBOS
JKEeHa PUXOAWIIA KO MHE HOYaMU. ['0Bopuria, YTO CKy4aerT. .. YTo Thl CIAMIIKOM AOJTO BOKEUIb. .. UTO
e€ TeJIo kKaxkJeT IPUKOCHOBEHUH. . .

Uro? Ja on BooOmie ¢ yma comién! Takoro Hukorga He 6bu10! MBI moroBopuiu oguH pas! U
TO IIPY CBUJETEIISAX.

— OHn nxét, Mapen! — kpukHya 4, ¢ ykacom nisas Ha Masuca. Ceppie KOIOTUIOCh Tak CUJIBHO,
41O s 0OsIIach, MEHs ceivac yaap xBatut. — [Ipomry 1eds, ycipib! Mexay HamMu HIYero He ObLio!
W GwITh He MorIo!

Bamisag xonomHbIX m1a3 umrneparopa ckoyb3Hyn K Masucy. Bo B3misige Mapena uro-to gpor-
HyJ10. JIIoOMMBIT MyTamvii Opat UMIiepaTopa CTOsLI epei HUM, OIYCTHUB C IOBUHHOM TOJIOBY.

— [oknanuce, UaBuc, — rosoc myxa 1poruayi. OH npukpbul ria3a. — [IoKJIssHUCh, YTO Thl TOBO-
puiub npasny ! Knsgaucs!!!

Nagwc cnenain riryOOKwid BIOX, CIJIOTHYI. Ero ryOsl IpOrHy/u — MOYTH YJIbIOKA.

— Yem Tebe NOKJIACThCSI? — XpUILIO cripocyi MaBuc, misias B riasa Opary.

— Bcem! Bcem, uto y Tebst ectb! — B rosioce Myka CIbIaics MeTaul. — Jlail KOpoJeBCKyo
KJATBY. [TOKJISIHUCH HAa KPOBU MPEIKOB!

— Knanyce. Knsinych BceM, uto y MeHs ecTb. KisiHych KpOBbBIO IPE/IKOB, KOPOHOM, YEM XOYellb!
— WaBuc nogHsn rmasa, misis Ha MeHs B YIOp.

Ero rosnoc 3Byuan uncro, kak Kosnokos. Ho B ero B3misje misicaiy TeHu.

— IIpaBaa B TOM, 4TO MBI C UMIIEpATPUIIEH JIOOWIN ApYT Apyra. [eBsATh MecsieB Ha3ajl, Korjaa
THI yIIET Ha BOMHY ... OHa npunuia ko MHe. Ckazana: «5 He mory knatb». U 4... § ve ycrosn. Passe
MOKHO YCTOSITh Tiepej1 Hell?

Napen pe3ko MoBepHYI rojioBy B MOIO CTOPOHY, HE YCIeB 3aMeTUTh, Kak Ha ryoax Masuca
MeJIbKHYJIA HacMenika. XonogHast. TpuymdanbHas. AgpecoBaHHasi TOJBKO MHE.

Mup Hakpenwuics. CTeHbl TOIUIBLIN.
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I'maBa 1

Bozayx mokuHy:1 MoM JIErkue pe3Ko, OyATO KTO-TO BBIPBAJ y MEHS U3 T'PYAU 3TOT BBIIOX.

Konenu nopornynuce, HO s yaepkajach Ha HOrax, CUJbHEE BIMBIIKMCH NMaJbLIAMM B Kpail
KaMMHa.

B ymax 3acryvana kpoBs: «JIxen! JIxen! Jhxen!», orcunThiBas CEKyHIBI pacniajia Mupa.

— 1 roToB #aTh MOOYIO KIATBY, — IpousHec MaBuc He TporHyBImM roiocoM. OH MOBEPHYIICS
ko MHe. — [Ipoctu, Marpun. Ho s He Mory nrats cBoemy Opaty. Pa3se s1 iran tebe korma-mo6o, Opar?

MeHns nymmio ot 6eccribHOM sipocTi. OHa OblTa XOJIOMHOM, TSKEJIOH, Ocealolei moj ped-
pamu TsKecThlo. SIpoctu, uto MeHs He cibimar! Yto cioBo 6para Becut Oosbliie, 4eM Moe!

— Mosems! U moxerns! — 3a/1pIXalonmmcst Tolocom nepedua ero s, isias Ha myxka. — Pen! On
JoKeT. $1 TOKe MOTy MOKJISICThCSI BCEM, UTO Y MEHSI €CTh, UTO MEX/1y HaMH HMYero He Obuio!

— 4l nukorga Te6e He nran! — npousHec Masuc. — Beriomun. Boito 1 X0Th pas, 4ToObI 51 cKa3as
Tebe Herpasy? 3aueM MHe JiraTh ceiiyac?

— Her, Tl MHe HMKOT1a He JITall, — TOJI0C UMIIEpaTopa OblUT TUXUM. YCTaBIIUM. MepTBbIM.

Yepr! [Ipoknsaree! deppmo!

Bce Terno cxkanoch ax 10 ckpexera 3yOoB.

— Cmortpu, Kak oHa 3nmutcs. Hrpun, s 1eds npouty. [Ipekpatu orpaBabsBaThesi! — mponsHec
MaBuc cCIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Ectp Benb Takue oM, KOTOPBIE JOJITOE BPeMsi TOBOPSAT MPABAy B MeJIoYax, YTOObI OHAKIbI
coBpaTh MO-KpynHomy ! UToObl 3Ta JIOKB CTajla HEPYIIMMOI — MOAJEPKUBAEMOI roJjaMu JI0BEpUsl.

A MeH# cefluac MpoCToO TPSCET OT TOTrO, YTO sl HE MOr'y HU4ero nogenarb! YTto kaxiaoe moe
IBIKEHUE, KAKI0e MO CJIOBO 3BYUYMT KaK «3alUpPaTeIbCTBO BO JDKU». Y MEHs cJie3bl IPOCTYIUIN
OT HaINpsKeHUs1 M YHUKEHUs. DTa JI0Kb IPOCTO. .. MPOCTO... Apppx!

— Ho ceituac on kér! — He yHIMManach s, crapasich He OpocuThesl Ha MaBrica 1 He BIENUTHCS
eMy HOrTsiMu B simno. CioBa pBasv IIOTKY, OCTaBJIsisl BKYC KpoBH. Vi 310 GbUTa KPOBB M3 MPUKY-
1mIeHHOH ryobi? 1 He yyBcTBOBasIa GO — TOJIBKO JIESTHOM KOM B JKMBOTE, PACHIMPSIONIMICS C KaK-
JOM CEeKYHAOM.

— C TOro MOMeHTa, Kak TBOSI METKa BCIIBIXHYJIAa HA PyKe MOel HeBECThl, — IpoAosLkuil Masuc,
VIS Ha UMIIepaTopa.

Ero siHTapHBIe 7132 O1ecTesn OT CJIE3 — HACTOALIMX U7

— C toro MomeHTa, Kak otell ckazai: «MaBuc, Mbl Hailném 1ede apyryio!». I modus 3Ty keH-
muHy. Oboxan. OboxecTBis1. Y Korma oHa MpHILIa KO MHE, ST He CMOT caepikarbes... OObYHO
s CTapaJICsl AepKaThCsl MOJaIbIIe OT He€. DTo Tebe MOXKET MOATBEPAUTh BO JBOpLE KTO yrogHo! ¥V
mo6oro cripocu! Ho B 3TOT pas He cmor. [Ipoctu MeHs1, Opar.

Merka. §I BcnoMHuMIIa 30/10TOM 3HaK Ha CBOEM 3aIlSICThe — JPAKOHUI Y30p, BBLUKKEHHBIH B IEHb
MIOMOJIBKH.

Naguc cmotpen Ha Opara-uMieparopa Toraa Tak, Oy/IATo OH OTHSJI y HEro COJTHLE. A 5 He 3HaJla
TOI/1a, YTO €ro B3IVIAA — He OOJIb yTparThl, a FOJIOf XUIIHUKA, TMIIUBLIErocs JOOBIYH.

Nmneparop monmvan. f Bugena, Kak Harpsmiach ero 4emocTb. Kak cxaiuch ero Moryudue
Kynaku. Kak B3rs ynepcst B OrOHb KaMHHa.

CnoBo sro6uMoro Opata MPOTHB CJI0BA JIIOOMMOM KEHBI.

— Ceitvac BepHétcs bpuna! — JporHyBIIMM OT BO3MYLIEHHS FOJIOCOM IPOU3HECA 5.

B rpyau konoruiock cepaiie — He oT crpaxa. OT HaiexKabl.

— U 1B y3Haelb, 4To TBOM OpaT JKET!

Cné3pl HEBOJIBHO KAaTWJIMUCh 110 MoeMy Juny. Sl ckazana mpasay. S gaxe HEMHOro Hapyuiuia
CJIOBO, KOTOpOE 51 1aBajia! S oTkpbutack. f OblIa ysi3BMMa, a MEHsI IPEaloT B MOEH ysI3BUMOCTH.
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— Haiitu bpuny! U npuBectu ciona! — pe3ko Mpou3HEC UMIIEpaTop, OTKPbIBast JBEpbh U 00pa-
11asICh K CTPaXe.

Marunueckue CBETUIbHUKY B KOPUJOPE B3IPOTHYJIH, Kak OT CKBO3HsKa. Ho 51 3Haua, 4to 310 —
aypa JpakoHa Tak AEWCTBYET Ha Maruio, 3acTaBJjsis €e Tpenerarb nepes HUM.

Sl BBIIOXHYIA, MHITAsICh YCTIOKOUTHCS U B3sTh ceOst B pyku. Ceituac nmpuaér bpuna u Bc€ pac-
ckaxet. U Mapen yoeautcs B Moeit ipaBzie. OCTanoch MpocTo MO0k IATh.

A xpana. Bee xnamu. Munyta. Bropad. Tperbs. .. S cuutana ygapel cepaua — pas, 1Ba, Tpy —
Oy[ITO OHU OBUIM MOCNIETHUMU B Moe# ku3HH. Ha yeTBEpToii MuHyTe nasiblisl oHemenu. Ha necstoit —
IO CITMHE TT0T10J13 XOJIO/IHBI IIOT, HECMOTPS Ha kap KamuHa. Ha BaanaToil — B ;kMBOTE 3aBOpOYaIach
TOIIHOTA.

Hy rne e ona? I'me bpuna, korga oHa Tak HyHa!
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I'maBa 2

S naxe 31Miace Ha Hee. 3/IMIach, YTO 3TO YHUKEHHUE 3aTAHYJIOCh. Moy B3I yIasl Ha MyxKa.
«He npomty!» — ckpunnyna 3y6amu s1. S He npoiy storo yHmkenus. Hago xke! IToBepun cruetHe
u cioBaMm Opara! A MHe He BepuT!

Ha tpuanaron MuHyTe 5 yxe He 4yBCTBOBaJIa Tejia. Tospko mycrory. beckoneunylo, JesHyo
IIyCTOTY AOJITOTO OXKHUJAHUS.

Iocnpimanuep maru 3a IBepblo. S BCTpeneHyach.

Cepaue BblioxHyno: «Hakonen-to!» f mocmorpena Ha MaBuca — OH CTOsUI, OIyCTHUB T'OJIOBY,
HO yroJiku ry0 4yTh apornyiau. He ot rops. Ot npeaskywenus. [Tocmorpesna Ha Myka — OH Mepsii
[1araMy KOMHaTy, ILIal] XJIeCTas M0 MATKaM, KaK KPbLIbs pa3bsPEHHOIO IPaKOHA. A MOTOM 3aMep.
Kak crarys u3 y€pHoro mpamopa.

JIBEpb OTKPBLIACH.

«HakoHen-To!» — mpomesbKHYJI0 B MOEH TOJIOBE, a s ciefiajia ITyOOKHI BIOX.

Ha nopore crosu1 ctpakHUK B JOCTIEXax, IOKPBITBIX PEYHOU IpsA3blo. Boza crekaa ¢ ero caror,
OCTaBJIsIS HA MIAPKETE TEMHBIE JTYKU — KaK CJIE3BI JIKELA.

— MBp1 Hat BpuHy 1 peG€HKa, — rojioc CTpakHUKa ObLT TUIOCKHMM, JIMIIEHHBIM dMonunii. Kak
y nanava. — Bozsne peku. Pe6énok yronyin. E€ 3apesanm.

CexkyH/1a Obl1a coBepleHHO mycToil. be3 eanHoi mbiciu. ITpocTto mycroTa 1 TUIIMHA. A TOTOM
sl IOBTOPHMJIA €ro cJioBa npo ceds1. «Pedenok ytony:. Ee 3apesanu...» Bpuny? 3apesamm?

— Yro?

ITO CJIOBO BBIPBAJIOCH U3 MEHS BBIIOXOM — KOPOTKMM, OOPBIBUCTBIM, OY/ATO KTO-TO HIepepe3a
roJIocoBble CBA3KU. CIJIOBHO C 3TUM KOPOTKMM CJIOBOM — BBIJOXOM MO€E TEJIO MOKUHYJIA MOCIEAHAA
HaJexKaa.

Horu noaxocunucek. § ynana Ha xonenu He ot cnadoct. Ot ygapa. OT TOro, Kak pyIdTcs
MUP, KOIZia ITpaBJja CTAHOBUTCS JIOKBIO, a JIOXKb — IpaBaon. Teno — cinoBHO He Moe. CIIOBHO UyXkoe€.
C0BHO HOTY M pyKM OOJIbIle HE MPUHAIeKaT MHE. 1 UX MOYTH HE YYBCTBYIO. ..

Iocnplmanucp maru CTpaxu.

Ha non, y Hor ummnieparopa, JIErIM JBa Tella, Kak )KePTBbl — [IOJHOIIEHUS TEMHOMY 3JI0BELLEMY
OOXECTBY.

Ilepsoe, uTO 4 yBUzENA, — KPOBaBbI pocuepk Ha 1iee bpunbl. OHa sexana HenonsruxHo. bren-
Hasl, C OTKMHYTOM T'OJIOBOM, C 3aKpBIThIMM IIazamu. CJIOBHO KykJia. Ha ToM ke camom KoBpe BO3e
KaMHMHa, Ha KOTOPOM poXaJja. A psa0M ¢ HeH JIeXaJl CHHUM U MEPTBBIM MJIaJIEHEL] B MOKPBIX I1€JIEH-
kax. Ero kpome4Hsle NajJbuuKy CKaIKCh B ocieqHeM craszme. ['yobl mocunenu — He ot xomoaa. Ot
BOJIbl, 3AIIOJTHUBILIEN JIETKUE.

ITpodpeccnonabHbIN CTpax, KOTOPBIM MPECIIEN0BAT MEHS BO BPEMs POJIOB, BIPYT CTaJl Peasb-
HocThi0. CJIOBHO Cyb0a NOrpo3usia NajabyukoM: « Tbl MEeHs1 He oOMaHelIb! VIM Cy:k/IeHO JiekaTh MepT-
BBIMM Ha 3TOM KOBpe Bo3jie kKamuHa! Hy nasiHO, Tak 1 ObITh, 32 CTapaHUs NOJAPIO UM elle TpU JHS
KHU3HU ! ».

Cekynna. Bropas... 51 yyBcTBOBasa, CJIOBHO 3TO — yKacHbIN COH. U cTOUT ceOsl YIUIHYTh — 5
MIPOCHYCh B CBOEH MOCTENH, B O0BATHUSAX MyXa, a bprHa Oyner nojaBaTh MHE 4aii C JJaBaH/IOM.

— bpuna, — npowenrana f, rmaaa Ha BepHyIO (ppeiyinHy. Mou nablpl NOTAHYJIUCh K HEN U
3amepiu B Bo3ayxe. He cmenn npukocHyThes... CIIOBHO €Ci 1 KOCHYCh €€ IUIaThs, €€ XOJIOIHOU
PYKH, ee BOJIOC, TO OCO3HAI0, YTO OOJbIIe HUKOI/IA HE YCIIBIIIY €€ TOJIOC, He YBUKY ee YJBIOKY, He
3aryIsHy B KpacHBBIE IJIa3a.

— Her! — 3akpuuan Masuc, 6pocasick k pe6EHKy. OH ynas Ha KOJEHU PsJIOM C MaJIeHbKAM
TeJbIIEM, OOHSLT €T0 U 3apbIaall.

Ero cnés3pl nagany Ha M0 MJTajIeHIla — CMBIBAJIM JIM OHU T'PsI3b PEKH WM JOOABIISUTN HOBYIO?
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— 4 xe npocun 1edsi! — BHE3aIMHO CKBO3b CJIE3BI MPOM3HEC OH, MOBEPHYB JIMIIO HA MEHS. —
IMpocun! He Hago yousats ero! Tel oOemana. . .
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I'nmaBa 3

Sl mouyBcTBOBaIa, MUp TMOKauHyjcs neper masamu. He meradopa — peasibHOe omryiieHue
naneHus. KoMHara 3akpyxuiach: OapXaTHble AParvpoBKY NOTUTBUIN, Marn4eCK1e CBETHIBHUKY pac-
IJIBUIACH B JKENTHIE MTATHA, JIMLA MYKYMH UCKA3WINCh, KAK B KPUBOM 3€pKaJe.

— Ter oGemiana... 1o xke... — ronoc Maeuca copBasicsa. OH npuxkain peOGEHKA K Tpyau, Kak
COKPOBHIIE. — ITO e MOH ChIH. .. MO MaleHbKUI ChIH. .. MOl MasieHbKHIA IpakoH. .. Thl o0elana,
YTO MBI IOKIEMCS, KOTJ]a BEPHETCS MO Opar, U CKakeM eMy TIpaBiy. . .

Jloxb. Yncras, oTroueHHas, 6e3ynpevHast J0Kb.

Ona oOBUBasIaCh BOKPYT MEHS, Kak 3Mesl, CKUMaJa I1ei, Tpyab, cepare. A 3agpixanace. He ot
cné3. OT HEeBO3MOKHOCTH BIOXHYTh BO3/1yX, OTPABJIEHHBIN €r0 CJIOBAMH.

S Bunena To, yero He Buzen Mapen: B riiyOuHe stHTapHBIX a3 MaBuca He ObUIO TOpsi. BhT
OroHb. Tuxuii, TVIEIOIMI OTOHb OIEPKUMOCTH. TOT caMblii, UYTO CKUTAET BCE HA CBOEM ITyTH: YECTb,
COBECTb, KU3HU.

— Huuero s He oOemana! — mporienrtana s, MHITasCh BCTaTh, YTOOBI 3aIIUTUTH ceOst. — Th
okénib! Ter! Ter yown ux! Ter!

— YroOsl 51 yous cooctBeHHOTo chiHa? Thl KeM MeHs cuutaemb?! — criotHyn Maeuc, 6atokas
Ha pyKax MEPTBOIO MJIAJICHIIA.

— JDKeroM, KOTOphIi YCTPOMJI 3TOT TeaTp ISl TOrO, YTOObI OpaT MOBEPHJI B MO0 BUHOBHOCTb,
— IE€pHYJIach §, IOHUMAs, YTO JIOBYILIKA 3aXJIOMHY/IACh.

CJI0BHO CTajibHas IBEPh C TPOXOTOM 3aKpbUIACh, OCTABJISASI MEHS B TEMHOTE, I1Ie HUKOMY YK€
HE UHTEPECHBI MOM ONPABJAHMS.

1 3a10XHyach OT yKaca OCO3HAHHUSI, OT TOps, OT OOJIH.

BpuHa... Mos npeganHast BpuHa, KoTopas 1jlakaja B MOUX OOBSTHSIX, YMOJISISI CIIPATATh €€
no30p... U manpi... CoBcem emi€ Kpoueuka. .. S noMHUIa ero TEIble Pyyky, MOMHWJIA, KaK OH
3eBaJl U IYCKaJl CIIIOHKY.

Sl He mMora MOBEPUTh B PEeasIbHOCTb ITpoucxoasmiero. Yro-to BHyTpu kpuuaso: «Her! Her!
DTO HE CO MHOM ! ».

CMepThb MaJiblllia, 3a )KU3Hb KOTOPOTO s1 00pOoJIach, KOTOPHIA HE XOTEJ bIIaTh, CMEPTh BpuHbI,
JIMTTKAsI TIAy TUHA TIPEaTe/IbCTBa, 32 KOTOPOM CTOSIT TOT, KTO Cedvac phlaal Hajl peOEHKOM.

W TuimHa BMECTO npaBpl.

Moii eIMHCTBEHHBI CBHUIETEh MOEH HEBMHOBHOCTU 3amolTyajia HaBcerna. E€ ryObl HaBeKu
coMKHY/MCh. E€ r11a3a HaBeku 3akpblinch. E€ cepanie HaBeKr OCTaHOBUIIOCH.

A g octasiach 01Ha TPOTUB Bcero mupa. C JI0Kbio, KOTOPas CTajia MpaBaoy, U IPaBIo1, KOTOpast
cTaja JIOKbIO.

— 1 moGw Tebst, — MpoITIenTaI UMIIEPATOP, U €0 JIBIXaHUE MaXJI0 MEIOM U MEJTUCCOM. 3araxom
Moero Myxa. Toro, KTo paHbliie Bepu MHE O€30rOBOPOYHO.

— 41 HOCuJT IIpsiib TBOMIX BOJIOC B MEAAJIbOHE, KaK TAIMCMaH. §l 1IeJoBaJl €ro nepes KakabiM
6oem. TBoI1 0Oeper, KOTOPBIH CIliesa MHe. A Tl TEMU ke TaJIbllaMH, UTO T1JIeJla MHE oOeper, JlacKasia
Moero Opara! Temu xe rydamu, 4rto Iienrtana MHe: «$1 Oymy xnath TeOs!», enoBaia ero!

— Torna noBepb MHe ceituac, — mpolienTana s, A B I1aza Myxy. — JlaBai g nokaxy! 4 cama
3ammBaa e¢! PeOEHOK ObLT CIMIIKOM KpyIHbI! TaM ecTh 1iBbi!

51 6pocunack k wWOke Bpunbl. «[Ipoctu, Musasi, mpocTu... Ho XOTh s OMBITAI0OCh YTO-TO JOKA-
3aTh!».

— Ortkyaa Tel 3Haelb, Kak 3ammBarb? Thl ske He Mar? W He nenurens? — cipocun Masuc.

Yro-1o nporHysio B Myxe. CIOBHO MOU CIIE3bI, 3aCThIBIIME B IIa3axX, 3aCTaBUJIA €r0 YCO-
MHUTbCsA. CJIOBHO MO¥M MPEPHIBUCTHIA B3[0X HA MIHOBEHbE MOIATHYT €ro Bepy B cjoBa Oparta.
CJ0BHO 4TO-TO IPOOMIIO UMIIEPATOPCKUIA AOCTIEX Y BOH3UJIOCH B €r0 AYIILY.
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Ero nneun onmycTriiMch — He OT 0OJIeryeHusl, a OT TSHKECTU COOCTBEHHOTO JKEIaHUS: TIOBEPHTh.
XOTb Ha CeKyH[ly. XOTb JIOKHO.

[MoTomy uTO HeToyOuiile, UI3MEHHUIIE CBETUT TOJBKO CMEPTh. A JPAKOH, YTPATUBIIMNA CBOE
COKPOBHILIE, CrOpaeT M3HYTPU — MEUICHHO, MYyYHTeJbHO, NpeBpalasch B Ienen COOCTBEHHOTO
cepaua.

— IIpuszoBure Kneody, — npukaszan Mapea, He otBoAs oT MeHs B3misaa. — [lycth ycraHoBUT
OTLIOBCTBO Y OCMOTPUT TeJIO.

Ho B ero mazax a npountana He Hagexny. Ilpennoxenue. Momuanusoe, CTpaiiHoe Mpeao-
KeHue: «Jlokaxu MHE CBOIO HEBUHOBHOCTB !».
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I'naBa 4

Mowu pyky NOMHMJIM Teryio BpuHbI, TskecTh €€ Tena, Korjaa s MoaJepikuBaia e€ BO BpeMs
CXBaTOK. A Ternepb OHM Jiexanu 0e3BosbHO. Ha KoneHsx.

JIBepb CKpUIHYya.

Bomuta npuasopHas marnuka Kneoda. CropoieHHast, Kak crapasi BETBb 110, TSKECTbIO 3UMBI.
E€ manblpl, KOCTIsABBIE, C KOJIBLAMU, HEPBHO Mepedupain Kakue-To 3anvck. Ha Hocy, B3iEpHyTOM
Y TIOKPBITOM CEThIO KalMJUISIPHBIX MPOKUIIOK, CHIEIN OYKH B TOHKOH cepeOpsIHOI orpaBe — Takue
KpUBbIE, OYTO UX BBIKOBAJI NbSIHBIA Ky3HELL.

3a CTEKJIaMU NPATAINCH [JBa MAJEHbKUX YEPHBIX IIa3a, KOTOPHIE, CJIOBHO YIVIM, MPOXUIaIN
MHp HacKBO3b. YEpHass MaHTHs, TOAOUTAsE MEXOM CHEXHOro Oapca, HIypiaja Mpy KaxkJoM Iiare,
CJIOBHO ThICSIYa MEPTBBIX JIMCTHEB IIENTAIN MPOKJIATHSA TEM, KTO OTOPBAJ €€ OT PaboTHI.

— O, marug Mos1! — BBIIOXHY/Ia OHA, OCTAHOBUBILKCH HaJl TeJaMu. E€ Hoc NEpHYIcs, BTArMBas
BO3/yX, IIPONUTAHHBIA CMEPThIO. — JIBa Tpyna B mmneparopckux nokosx? Yro? Ckien nepeexai
ciona? A f-To aymana, npuay — MOMbEM MHE BUHA, MEHsS YIOCTAT MUPOXHBIMU. .. Her. Mens yro-
criii padotoit u aymst Tpynamu! Criacu6o, ve obnsmnaitecs! Hy-c, uro y Hac Tyt?

Omna omycTuiaach Ha KOPTOUKHM — HEOKHMIAHHO JIOBKO JIJI1 CBOETO BO3pacTa — M MOTAHYJIAch K
TeJIbLYy MJIaJeHa. E€ nasbipl, yHU3aHHBIE IEPCTHAMM C [V1a3aMU JPAKOHOB, 3aMEpJIM HaJ TOCHHEB-
1AM JIMYMKOM. A ee JIMLIO MPEBPATUIIOCh B HEMOABMKHYIO MAaCKy C 3aKPbITBIMH IJ1a3aMH.

— Oi1, — BbIIOXHYJ1a OHA. — MepTBeHpKui. .. bennsakka. [laxe noxurs He ycnedn. .. MaibuoHke
BCEro HECKOJIBKO JIHEW OT popy...

— [IpoBeps, yeit pedéHok! — ronoc Mapena nmpo3Byyat Kak yaap MOJIOTa 10 HAKOBAJIbHE.

Ho B HEM y:xe He ObUIO TOI JieAsHON yBepeHHOCTH. bblia TpemuHa. ToHKass, Kak BOJIOC, HO A
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA €€ KOXel — TO caMOM KOXKel, YTO KOIJa-TO y3HaBaJla ero PUKOCHOBEHUSI C 3aKPbl-
THIMU TJIA3aMU.

Kneoda ¢ripkHy:ta, 3akareiBast pykaBa MaHTUH. Ha 0OHaXKEHHBIX MPEATIICUbsIX TUISCAIN TaTy-
MPOBKH — JIPEBHHE PYHBI, BBITATYMPOBAHHBIE HE YUEPHIJIAMH, A TIETJIOM COXKEHHBIX MPEIKOB.

KyTs!

4l xorna BriepBbie 00 3TOM YCIIbIIIANA, YyTh HE BEPHYJIa 3aBTPaK 0OPaTHO.

— A 41O TYT Takoro, Mos joporysieuka? — ynusuiach Kiieoda, paccmarpuBas pucyHKHM Ha
CBOEM TeJie. — 3aTo X Marus ycuiwia Moio. 15 MeHsl, KOHEYHO, He JIIOOWIL. ...

Omna nokaszaJia Ha TANHCTBEHHBIN 3HAK.

— [Noatomy vereTcst M cCBepOUT MOCTOSTHHO. A BOT Mo¥# Oparter]. OH XOTeJ caienarh TaTyUPOBKY
U3 MeHs1, HO 51 ycriena panbiie! JIio6mo Bo BcEM ObITh epBoii! — paccMmesiylach OHa CMEXOM CTapoy
Kapru.

ITpocmesiBIIMCh, OHAa TOCMOTpENA HAa MEHS.

— 51 BooOIIIE TOOPO¥ BOMIIIEOHMUIIEH CUMTAIOCh, — 3aMETHJIa OHa, Mpsiya B PyKaBax TaTyMPOBKU
U3 POJICTBEHHUKOB.

Ceiiyac Kneoda monHsina tenpie ped6€nka. Boma ¢ MOKpBIX MEIEHOK Karajia Ha MapKeT, pUcys
TEMHBIE KPYTY HA MOJTy — MOCJIEAHUE CIIE3bI HEBUHHOCTH.

— $I Mory cka3zarh JIuIllb, KTO OTell, — MPOBOpYAJa OHA, YKJIA/IbIBas MJIAJIEHIIa HA MPaMOPHBIN
CTOJIMK 11 KapT. — OTel — 3T0 Marus, HacjaeJOBaHWe, JEHbIU, poA. A MAaTEPUHCTBO. .. MATEPUHCTBO
— 3TO CJIyYalHOCTb!

Omna rpoBeJa JaoHbI0 HaJ TenblieM. bpacieT Ha e€ 3arscTbe — CIuleTeHne cepeOpsIHBIX 3MeH,
[JIOTAIOIIMX COOCTBEHHBIE XBOCTHI — BCIBIXHYJT 3€JIEHBIM CBETOM. M3 Hero BeIpBajics IBIMOK, Iepe-
JIMBAIOIMIACS BCEMHU OTTEHKaMH OOJIH: OT OJIeIHO-PO30BOTO CTHIA 10 YEPHOTO MPEIATEIbCTBA.

JIBIMOK 3aBWJICSI B BO3/IyX€, KaK >KMBOH, U ycTpeMuycs K VMlaBucy — psAIMMKOM K €ro cepuuy.
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— Orel... — Kieoda nogHsiyia Ha Hero B3I, U B €€ IJ1a3ax MEJIbKHYJIO HeuTO cTpaHHoe. Kak
OyITO OHa BHJIEa HE TOJIBKO Maruio, HO U Ty ThMY, YTO CKPBIBAJIACh 32 SHTAPHBIMU I1a3amu. — OH.

Cepatiie B rpyIyd MOeU B30PBAJIOCh HAMIEKION — ropsiueil, OOKUramoInei, Kak pacruiaBIeHHOe
30J10TO.

— A KTO MaTh? — BBIPBAJIOCh Y MEHsI XpUIUIO. §l MOJHAIACh HA HOTH, HE YyBCTBYS KOJICHEH.

— Cxkaxwu, kto matb! [Tposeps! Ymorsio! [Togaumu eit 100Ky! Tam IIBHI. . .

Krneoda octopokHO npuroaHsiia 100Ky U TYT ke OIyCTHIIA.

— Ha, s MHOroe Buzena B 31oi ku3Hu. .. Ho tam... Tam npocro... npocro... Kopoue, — npo-
KalUIsIach OHa, MBITasiCh BEPHYTh ce0e MPEeKHUIA YBEPEHHBIN rojloc. — YOUIIa pelul, 4yTo nepepe-
3aTh ropyio MaJio u... Tak, cnabonepBHbie ecTh? Het? Perm, 4To KOHTPOIBHBIN yaap HYKHO HAHO-
CUTb HE B TOJIOBY, a... TyJA...

Sl mpormenTtana ofHUMH rydamu CJIOBO, KOTOPOE pBajioch U3 MeHs. CJIOBO M3 APyroro Mupa.
O4eHb HENPUINYHOE. . .

— Mos noporyneuka, — Kieoga moripaBuia ouku, U cTéKIa ONECHYIU, CKpbIBasi €€ B3IV
— MarepuHCTBO — 3TO He Marus. DT0 KpoBb, 00 U CIE3bl. Marust BUuauT cemMs. Ho He BuguT Ty,
YbU KOCTH JIOMAJTMCh, YTOOBI BITYCTUTh B STOT MUP HOBYIO KM3Hb. He BUIUT Ty, Ubs IyIlIa pBajach
TI0110J1aM B poJax. DTOro He U3MEPUTD 3aKJIMHAHUEM.

Ona rnomosyana, CJIOBHO qymasi, Kak OObSICHUTh HAM TOHSITHEH.

— Marus pearupyer Ha marvio. Marusi MaJIbuMKOB, KaK U3BECTHO, Hacieayercs 1o otuy. Eciu
JeBOYKa, TO 1o Marepu. Bor Obuta OBl JeBOYKA, TYT ellle MOXHO ObUIO Obl MOKOII0BaTh. Ho y Hac
MaJIbYMK. Mory OObSICHUTh Ha KOTATAX. ..

— Bpar, s xe cka3an Tebe, 4To He ctaj Obl rath! 10 — Mot pedeHok ! Harr pebenok ¢ MHrpu!
— MaBuc orycTu roioBy, ¥ €ro NiIeHNYHbIE BOJIOCH! PACCHINATINCH 10 IIeYaM, Kak 30JI0TOM BOAONA/.
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I'naBa 5

On nonHan Ha Mapena riasa, MOMHbIE CIIE3 — HACTOALMX, TOPSAYMX CJIE3, KOTOPbIE OCTaBJISIIN
MOKPpBIE clie[ibl Ha mekax. Ho g Bugena to, 4ero He BUJEI MOM MyX: KaK JposKaT €ro NnajbLbl HE OT
rops, a oT HanpsikeHus. Kak nopparusaior yrojiku ryo, ciepkubast yiablOKy.

— Tonbko nporiry 1eds... He Hago e€ HakasbiBaTh... He HakasbiBail Unrpun... Eciu xouenb
— Hakaxu MeHs! S Bo BcéM BuHOBar! { 3acimyxusaio cmeptu! — ronoc Masuca apoxai, Kak CTpyHa
nepen oopeiBoM. — Ho oHa... oHa Obita cnaba. Cunraii, 4to 1 coOnmazHua e€. 51 ucronp3oBan TBOE
orcytctBue. [Ipoctu mens, Opart. [Ipoct Hac 06ouX. . .

Napen cros1 HENOABUAKHO.

B ero cepedpucro-roiayObIx Ia3ax ¢ BEpTUKAJIbHBIMU 3payKaMu IJIecKanach Oypsi — He THEBa,
a paspyweHus. OH cMOTpes Ha MEHS, U 51 BUJEJIa: OH XOUET ITOBEPUTh. X0YET TaK CUJIBHO, YTO TOTOB
CJIOMaTh COOCTBEHHYIO JyILY, JIUIIb OB CIIACTH OCTAaTKM I0OBU. Ho Marust He BpET. A Marus ykazana
Ha MaBuca kak Ha otia. A Masuc yka3plBaj Ha MEHs.

— Kussnues! — npousnec Mapen, mpotsrusasi Opary Kyjak, Ha KOTOPOM CBepKasl (haMHIIbHBIN
MEPCTEHb C JPAKOHOM — (pammibHbIN apTeakT. — KissHuch Ha HeM. KJiHUCh, 4TO Thl TOBOPUIIIb
npaBy. Thl 3HaeIllb, YTO €CIIM ThI COJIKEIIIb, TO Oy/eIIb MPOKJISAT.

WaBuc nogHsut pyKy 1 NOJIOKHIIT TOBepX nepctHs Opata. Cekynaa konedanusi. OquH TalHBIHA
B3IJIsA]] HA MEHS.

— Knanyce. 4 ropopio npasny. A 1 arpug — mo6oBHuky. U 3170 Hai pedeHOK | — Mpon3Hec OH.

Ero nasbIpl e1Ba 3aMETHO CKaJIMCh, CJIOBHO OT 00si. CJIOBHO Jlake MPeiKY ObLTA BO3MYIIEHBI
€r0 JIOKBIO.

“3a 4yro? 3a 4To THI Tak co MHOM, IHrpua?”, — mpounTasna s B Ijla3ax Myxa.

Bc€. Eciu panbliie OH ele COMHEBAJICS, TO TENEPh COMHEHUH HE OCTAJIOCh. $I BUHOBHA.

— VBecru e€, — npousHec Mapen. He kpuknyn. He 3apbruan, kak gpakoH. A mpouienrani — THXO,
ycTaso, OyATo BHIpbIBAT U3 ceOs1 TIOCIeTHAIN Kycodek cepriia. — B kamepy. [lo BeIHECEHM S TPUTOBOpA.

CrpaKHMKHM BOPBAIMCH B TIOKOU — JBOE BEIMKAHOB B JOCIIEXAX LIBETA 3aCTHIBIIEN KPOBU.

Mensa nepHy/mu. SI moyyBCTBOBasla, Kak JIONAIOTCS INBBI HA IUIATHE, PACHIMTOM KEMYYTOM.
7Kene3Hble nasbLbl BIWIKCH B KOXKY TaK, YTO 3aBTpa TaM OCTaHyTCs CHHSKU. I He COpOTUBIANACh.
He kpuuana. Toneko cMoTpena Ha Mapesa — Ha ero JIMIo, BBITOYUEHHOE U3 MpamMopa 1 O0JIH.

— Hy 1 ocraBaiicst co cBoMM KJIATBOIIPECTYITHUKOM | — IpoLIenTasa s JpoxaIiyuM oT O0JH roJo-
coMm. — {1 Hukorna Te6st He nporry! He mporty 3a To, 4TO Thl MHE HE TIOBEpHII!

Korza mMeHst moBenu K ABepH, s1 00EpHYIach.

WaBuc crosin y kKamuHa, 3a CIMHOK OpaTta, IprkuMasi K rpyad MEpTBoro pedeHka. Ero ryosr
IIEeBEJIMIINCh — 0€33BYyYHO, Kak y MoJsiierocss MoHaxa. Ho s mpouurana no rydam ogHo cioso. He
«MOU cbiH». He «MO€ rope».

“Mos”.
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I'maBa 6

I[NepenonHeHHBIH JTIOOOBITHRIMU MPUABOPHBIMH KOPUIOP PACCTYIUIICS NIEPEN0 MHOM, CIIOBHO
S — YyMHasl.

Sl m1a MMMO HUX € TOpAO MOAHATON TOJIOBOW, HE YyBCTBYs HOr. Kaxaplil mar otnaBajics B
BUCKAX [TyXMM CTYKOM: 3TO COH, 9TO COH, 9TO COH.

ITpuaBOpHBIE BHICTPOMIIUCH BJOJIb CTEH, KaK CTas FOJIOAHBIX MCOB. VX mMENOT 00BUBA MEHS
HEBUAUMBIMU BepEéBKamMu. OH ObLI IOBCIONY.

— CMoTpuTe, Kakas ropfas rouuia. .. — npounesna jean JIonoBuka, €€ MaJarHOBbIE T'yObl M30-
THYJIUCh B yCMelIKe. — A Bellb eIlE€ BUepa MPUHUMaja OT MEHs IMOKJIOHHI. . .

— A 4 Bcerja nojpo3peBaja... — JOOABIJI SI0OBUTHIA M OJHOBPEMEHHO BOCTOPKEHHBIN TOJIOC
13 TOJIBL. — Bel BUJEnM, Kak ero milajilee MMIEpaTopcKoe BEIMYeCTBO Ha Hee cMoTput! Cl0BHO
ceifyac HaOpPOCUTCA U COPBET C Hee ofeky. .. [IpsaMo B TpoHHOM 3asie!

— Yo6una pedenka. [lymana, 4To HUKTO HE y3HAET. .. — MOCJIBIIIAJICS CMEIIOK. — X04y ITOCMOT-
peTh, Kak ee OyayT Ka3HUTh!

S mogHsAna ronoBy. BarAgpl, ocTpble, Kak WIVIBL, BIMBAIACh B MeHA. [J1a3a jgeau DimaHbl,
OOBIYHO TETUIBIE, TENEph OIeCTeM OT HEHABUCTH. Y Hee camoii ObLIo Tpoe aetei. M HenaBHO pomuics
YETBEPTHIM.

I'ocnogun Kaccuyc, crapblii COBETHHK € JIMLIOM, U300POXAEHHBIM MOPIIMHAMU MYAPOCTH,
OTBEPHYJICSI — HE OT JKaJIOCTH, a OT OTBparieHus. Ero mieun cogpornymmch, OyaTo oH OOsUICs, YTO
MOsI TEHb KOCHETCS €ro I1allla U UCTIAYKaeT ero peryTaluio.

Kaxapli sxect, Kaxaplid B3I IPEBPaTUIIUCh B IJIEBOK.

Crynenu BHU3 BeJM B UYPEBO JBOpLA — TyAa, TI€ BO3/1yX I'YCTEN OT CBIPOCTU M OTYASHUSA.

Kaxnas cryneHbka yBoania MeHs Jajbllie OT CBETa, OT Tera, OT KU3HU.

Mo¢ nuiatbe, pacIIMToe KEMUYToM, HETUISJIOCh 32 KAMEHHBIE BBICTYIIBI, TEPSIs HUTH, KaK JyIla
TepsieT HAZIeKAY.

Ha tpuaiats BTOpoii cTyreHr oTopBasicst KPYIHBIN OpPHJUTHAHT — CBEPKAIONTUI KaMyIIeK MOKa-
THJICS] BHU3, 3BEHSI, KaK CMeX HaJl Moei cyabOoii. KTo-To 13 cTpaku TyT *ke rnopoOpai ero, CyHyB ceoe.

BHM3y maxyio MeIeHHO THHIOIIEH CMepThIo. 3/1ech, B TEMHOTE, B OAMHOYECTBE, B COOCTBEH-
HBIX MCTIAPEHMSX, KM IPUTOBOPA WM CMEPTH JECATKU Y3HUKOB. K perieTke kamepsl pUIbHY.Ia
MOJI0Z1as1 CBETJIOBOJIOCAS KEHIIMHA, OCTPYKEHHAsA KOPOTKO M HEakKypaTtHO. OHa MoJT4a CMOTpeJia Ha
MeHs1 6€3yMHBIM B3IJISIOM.

JIsa3r 3acoBa — 3BYK, OT KOTOPOTO TYT K€ CKaJIUCh BCE MOM BHYTPEHHOCTH.

MeHs1 TOJIKHYJIM B TEMHOTY.

Sl ynana Ha KOJeHM B Ky4y CTapou mpesior cosioMbl. OHa Ipolypiuaia nogjo MHOW, UCTovast
3amax IUleceH! U THWIK. §] cena, mojoOpaB HOTY M HaKphIB MX I00KaMH. A TIOTOM NPHUCIOHUIIACh K
creHe. CTeHa 3a CIMHOM OblJIa MOKPO# — CBIPOCTb BIUTHIBAJIACH CKBO3b TKaHb, IPOCTYIIAs XOJIOJHBIM
IATHOM Ha KOXe.

I'maza cramu npuBbIKaTh K TeMHOTe. Ho y1ia He Moria pUBBIKHYTh K MBIC/IM O CMEPTH.
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I'nasa 7

B yriy crosiia aepeBsiHHast MUCKa, B KOTOPYIO ¢ NoTonka najgaau kami. Kan. Kan. Karn.

1 He 3Hauta, 4TO 3TO0. Yackl MM €AMHCTBEHHAs BOJIA, KOTOpasl JOCTYIHA y3HUKY.

Ion cBOIOM pacronarajoch KpOLIEYHOE OKOLIKO — y3Kas LIEJb C PiKABBIMH MPYThSAMH.

CkBO3b Hero npoOuBaJicsl caaOblii CBET 3aKara, OKpallMBasi MbUIMHKM B BO3/yXe B KpoO-
BaBO-30JI0TOM OTTEHOK. TOT caMblil 3aKar, O] KOTOPBIM 51 KOrJja-To TaHleBaia ¢ Mlapenom B nmiie-
PaTOPCKUX MOKOSX. Sl MOMHMIIA, KaK BHU3Y )KMBOTA Pa3/IMBAJICS kKap, KOIJa Halllk Tesla OKa3bIBAJIMCH
CIMIIKOM Onu3Ko. U 51 m3HBIBasIa OT 9TOrO *apa... OH Toxe. ..

S noMHMIIa oETy i, KOTOPBIi 10JTKeH ObUT OCTYAUTb MOM Kap, HO HE OCTYAWIL. A JIUIb pa3ker

€ro...

— 4 He mor oTnaTh Te0s E€MYy... — dibllidJia A MENOT U MEJIECT IUIAThA. — OIIHa MBICJIb O TOM,
YTO Thl IPUHAJICKUIID HE MHE, BBIZKUI'A€CT BCE BHYTpHU. ..

— Ho g xe TBO4... — menrana s, 19YBCTBYA, KaK CBB.ILC6HOC IU1aThE NMAaJacT Ha IOJI.

Ero pyku 0OBMBaJIM MOIO TaJIMIO, €r0 JIbIXaHWE CTPACTHBIM MIEMOTOM KacajoCh MOEH ITIeH.

B nenb Haried cBagbObI ObUT TAKOH Jke 3aKaT. TOT 3aKaT HapyIIaJIv JIMIIh MOY CJIAJIKKE CTOHBI
Ha KOPOJIEBCKOM JIOXKE... A 3TOT... DTOT HaApyLIaJId MOW TUXHE BCXJIUIIbI B KAMEPE TEMHUILIBL.

Tenepr s cMoTpena Ha 3akaT yepe3 pemi€Tky. He kak vmmeparpuia, a Kak KEHIIWHA, Ybl0
MpaBjy pacTONTAJIN. ..

Sl 3akpbuia miaza. [lonbiTasach BCOOMHUTB 3aMax €ro KOXKH — JIbIM, CBEKECTh TOPHBIX BEPILIMH,
MeJimcca, MEJ.

Ho BmecTo 3TOr0 B HOC YIapui cMpaj Kamepbl, OT KOTOPOrO MEHs 4yTh HE CTOLLIHUIIO.

Sl cHOBa MoIBITANIACH MPEICTABUTh €r0 ToJ0C — HU3KUM, OapXaTHbIN, MIEN4yIuil MOE€ UMs B
temHoTe. Ho BMecTo 3TOro B ymiax Jaja€kue CTOHbl YMHUPAIOIIMX U IIENOT MPUIBOPHBIX, KOTOPbIH
Bweics B nymy: «[lmoxa. [Ipegarensuuna. [etoyouiinal».

Sl mpuxkana JTaJjoHM K BUCKaM, HO CJIOBA MPOHUKAIU BCE TIIyOXke — B KOCTH, B KPOBb, B CaMy
CYTh MOETO cymiecTBa. YTo-To BHYTpH TpecHYIo OoT 60, OT OECCUIIBHOM SPOCTH.

Tpecnyna ayma. Ta camas, 4To Bepuia B J0O0Bb, B TO, UTO IIPaBa BCEr/la BOCTOPKECTBYET.

Takasa mynas nyma... OHa Bcé eme Ha 4To-TO Hajeercs. OHa BCE elE BEpUT B CIIPABEJIHU-
BOCTb. ..

JIBepb KaMepbl CKPUITHYJIA.

Ceparie B3METHYJIOCH K TOPITY — IUKOE, OE3yMHOE, KakK/1yIee CriaceHHUsl.

Napen. On nepenymai.

OH BCIIOMHMJT MOM TJ1a3a, MOU I'yObl, MOU KJISITBHL. .. OH MPUIIEN CKa3aTh, YTO BEPUT MHE. . .

Sl noBepHyJach B CTOPOHY CBETA, KOTOPBIM YIald U3 KOPUIOpa, U NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CBET
pexer rmas3a. Ha mopore crosi1 BBICOKMN CHITY3T.
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I'nasa 8. /Ipakon

Xono B MOMX KMJIaX HE MMeJT HIUEro oOIIero ¢ XOJOJHBIM BETPOM, YTO BPHIBAJICS B €€ KOM-
HaTy CKBO3b PaclaxHyTble OKHa. DTO ObUI APYTOM XOJIO[ — TOT, YTO POXKIAETCs, KOI/a CepAlle Hauu-
HaeT 3aMep3aTh U3HYTPHU.

4l cTosin y OkHa, TS Ha CHeT, MaIalonuid Haj roporoM. Kakaasi cHe)XMHKa — Kak oOelIaHue
YKMCTOTHI. A A yKe HE BEPUJI B UUCTOTY. ] y:xe HU BO UTO HE BEPHUJL.

Omna ckazana — 310 pe6EHOK BpuHbI.

U B e€ mazax He ObUIO JUKU — TONbKO oOuaa. O0uaa Ha MeHs. 3a CKaHAal. 3a Mo3op mnepen
JBOPOM.

Ho Hasuc...

Nasuic cmotpest MHe B I71a3a. Sl 4yBCTBOBaJI €I0 AbIXaHUE.

«bpar, s1 HuKOTIA TeOe He ra».

ITH CJIOBA BPE3AJIUCh B NAMSATh, KaK KJIMHOK B MATKYIO IJIOTh. [ToToMy 4TO 3TO ObLIA MpaBaa.

MBI pociii BIBOEM — iBa IPAKOHEHKA MOJ] KPBILIEN OTLA, KOTOPBIM CMOTPEJI Ha HAC C XOJIOAHOM
TOPAOCTBI0 UMIIEPATOPA.

Maguc ObuT MutajiiIe Ha Tof ¥ Ha LIEJTYI0 BCEJICHHYI0 HEKHOCTH. Ecin MeHs1 BOCIUTHIBAIM KaK
OyayIero uMIeparopa, To ero 6anosany. banoBanu Tak, yTo MHOrAA Aaxe s 3aBuaoBal. Ho oH Beerma
aemics. Kondersl, KoTopsle MaMa CyHET eMy B KapMaH, JIEJIWINCh TIOPOBHY.

WNuoraa oH gaxe Opasl BUHY 32 MOM OIIMOKH, KOTJIa OTLOBCKAsl TeHb HaBHCAJA HAJI0 MHOM.
Waguc 3Han, 4yT0O HaKa3aHWe AJ1s1 MeHs OyIeT CIMIIKOM cypoBbIM: “Thl ke Oymymmii umneparop! ¥V
TeOs B pyKax OyleT cocpeloToueHa BJacTh Haj Bceil mmrepreii! MMnepatop He uMeeT mpaBa Ha
otmoOKy!”. A ero nopyraiot 1 otiyctaT. OTel HaXMypuUT OpPOBHU, IOTOM MaxHET PYKOI.

Crosn 3a Moell ciMHOM, Korna s ydusics Aepxkarb mMed, u mentain: «Tel cpaBuibes. Tol —
OyIy1LIUil UMIIEPATOP».

OH HuKoOra He 3aBUA0BAJI MHE, KOT/IA S CTOSI PAIOM C OTLIOM Kak HaciaeJHUK. A Masuc crosn
YyTb [TOOJAJIb, CJIOBHO 3aIIaCHOM.

Ho Bce n3ameHmocs B TOT A€HB, KOT/Ia OH M €r'0 HEBECTA CTOSUIM Mepe]] TPOHOM OTLA. Briepsbie
B JKM3HM, NI Ha JAEBYLIKY, 1 [IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK PBETCA U3HYTpU Mou ApakoH: “Mos! Ona mos!
He ero! Tonbko mos!”. I moMHIO, 4TO aXe MOKAYyHYJICS, I Ha TO, KAK OHA MOJAHUMAET Ha MEHS
I71a3a U 3a€pKUBAET B3IVIAL.

Kazanock, B 3TOT MOMEHT 1O KO3ke IpooOekasl Mopo3. M B Ty ke CeKyH/ly CMEHHJICS KapOM.

Sl 3Ha, 4YTO HUYEro B 3TOW KM3HU He OyJeT MMeTb 3HaYeHMs, €CJIM 3Ta JEeBYIIKa He CTaHeT
Moel. CIIOBHO BECh MUP, OTPOMHBIH, IIIyMHBI MUP CY3WICS JI0 €€ XPYNKON (PUTYPKU B JIMJIIOBOM
riatbe. Jlonr, yecTb, 3aKOH, OpaT — 3T CJIOBa Kak IMOIIEYNHBI, KOTOPBIE 51 MBICJIEHHO cebe JaBall,
9YTOOBI HE CMOTPETh Ha HeBecTy Opara. Ho st He MOr OTBeCTH B3IJIS.

4l momHI0, KaKk BBIIOXHYI. U IpIXaHUe OBLIO TOPSIYMM, CIIOBHO MOSI TUIOTh PacKaJIHIIach 0 Mpe-
nena. Yenrys rnpobOeskaia o MOUM pyKam, a BMECTO HOI'TEl BbUIE3M XUIHbIe KOrTH. “/loObiual”, —
pEBeI IPaKOH BHYTPH.

$1 moHMMaU, 4To He AOJDKEH Tak noctymnark. Ho Kak ToIbKO OTell JacT MM cBOe OJ1aroc/ioOBEHHUE,
Oyner yxe mo3aHo. Ml MHe ocTaHeTcs TOJIbKO CMOTpeTh, Kak MaBrc oOHMMaeT ee, 1ienyeT, KpyKUTCS
c Heil B TaHLe. [Toromy 4TO OHa OyzeT NpUHAAJIEeKATh EMY.

“Her, 310 — HeBecta Opata. OH ee J0OUT...”, — IIenTal s caMoMy ceoe.

“Hert. Dta mMos xeHa!”, — pplyall JPaKoH.

N B 3Ty ke ceKyHAy OHa MCIYIaHHO AEpHYJa pPyKOW. 51 modyBCTBOBaJI, Kak IO MOEH KOXe
30JIOTOM pacrnoi3aercs MeTKa. [JIpakoH Bce perm cam.

20



K. FOpai. «Pa3Box ¢ umneparopom. Jleg uCTUHHOCTU

Korza Ha ee pyke npoctymnuia Mosi MEeTKa, 51 yBUJEJ, Kak He4TO yMHUpaeT B I1a3ax Opara. He

Hajexaa. Bepa. Bepa B 10, uto mup cripaBenyuB. “Ilpoctu... [IpocTtu...”, — MBICJIEHHO IIenTan s,
BUJIS, C KAKMM YIUBJICHUEM CMOTPHUT OTell TO Ha HEBECTY, TO Ha MEHs.
“HaBuc, Mbl 00s13aTeNIbHO HaleM TeOe XOpOIIylo HeBecTy!”, — CIBIIIAN s TOJIoC 0TI, KOraa

€€ PYKY BJIOKUJIH B MOIO.

MHe nokazanoch, YTO OAHO IIPUKOCHOBEHUE K €€ KOXKE — 3TO KakK ITIOTOK BOJBI B IyCThIHE.
HUKOI/Ia HE UCTIBITHIBAJ TaKOTo HaciaxaeHus. OnHo numib Kacanue. Ee ToHKas pyka B Moeid 00JTb-
IIOH pyKe, U 51 BECh MUP TOTOB OT/AATh, YTOOBI Tak ObLIO Beeraa. CIOBHO s OOJIeH, a OHa — MOE €/IMH-
CTBEHHOE JieKapcTBO. E€ koka 1oji MOMMU NasbliaMy ropesia — He OT CThIa, a OT Maruu, YTo CIulesa
HacC B OJJHO [IbIXaHMUE.

Ho B 3TOM CuacThe Oblia ropeys.

“UNaBuc! Bepnuch B 3ai1! Tebe HUKTO He JaBajl pa3pelieHus] YXOIUTh
OTell, a 51 CJbIILIAJ, KaK XJIOIHYJIA IBEPb.

“Bpar...”, — cronaiio cepaue. 1 4yBcTBOBaJ ceOsi TAKMUM BHHOBATHIM TEPE HUM.

4 ykpaun y Hero conniie. M Ha3Bas 310 cyabOOi.

“NaBuc! OTkpoii. .. 51 mporry Teds...”, — MOsI pyKa OIyCTHJIaCh Ha €ro JBepb. 3a Hell TUIIMHA.

‘”

, — CTpOro MpOU3HEC
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I'naa 9. /Ipakon

OHn mommuait. He otkpeiBas. MHe Ka3ajioch, 4to ero tTam Het. Ho oH Obl1 B KOMHarte.

“UaBuc...” — g npuxaics K ABepHd JOOM, YyBCTBYs, UYTO HE MOTY HAalTH MPaBUIbHBIX CJIOB,
4yTOOBI NONPOCUTH TpoleHus. TlonpocuTs mpoieHus 3a cBoe cepiie. 3a CBOEro JIpakoHa. 3a To,
YTO BCE MOTYYUIIOCh UMEHHO TaK.

“ITpoctu, 6par... [Ipoctu...” — menran s, CKUMast KyJIaku.

OH 6b11 Tam. OH ciiblan Moe «IpocTu». W 1 cam moHMMall, Kak e IIyNo OHO 3BYYMT.

“Te1 yro? UMniepaTopy He ciieAyeT onpaBabBaTbcs!” — MPOU3HEC OTEL.

“Ho on moii 6pat! § moctymwt. .. Mo# IpakoH MOCTYNHUI. .. YKACHO. .. 51 He 3Hal0, YTO Ha MEHsI

HAlUIO. ..” — TSKEJIO JABIIAI 51, CTOS IIEpe TPOHOM OTIIA.
“d10 — uctuHHOCTL! OHa oveHb peakas... U tebe nosesno. Kak Tonbko s yBUzEN! METKY, A
cpa3y noHsut: «MoeMy ChIHY HECKa3aHHO TIOBE3JI0 ! » DTO CIIOBHO. . . TIOIETYH CYIbOBI. ..” — 33 lyMUUBO

MIPOU3HEC OTell.

W s cHoBa crosin nepen nBepblo Opara. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OTKPBLT.

NaBuc cugen B yriny KOMHaThl, KOTOpasi Tenepb HAMOMUHAJIA PyuHbI. CBETIblE pacTpENaHHble
BOJIOCHI, KOCTSIIIIKU, COMTHIE B KPOBb, B3IJISA/I Oe3yMIla, IOpBaHHAs ofeXka. DTO He TOT Opar, KOTo-
POro s MOMHIO.

“3auem npuien?” — rolxoc XpUIuIbli, 4yKOu.

“OHa e He TBOS UCTUHHAS...” — MIPOLIENTA $, CAAsCh PAJOM.

“U uto? Yro ¢ Toro?” — cipiain g ero rojgoc. Ho muia e Buaen. Tonbko ITOPKa CIyTaHHBIX
BOJIOC. — “VInM ThI XOUeIlb CKa3aTh, YTO €CJIM He UCTUHHAs, TO BcE? MoxHO 3abupathb?”

41 He Hamien, 9TO OTBETHUTb.

“s mobmo ee... He npencraBnsiem Hackonbko. be3 merku. bes uctunnoctu. I[Ipocto
MOOMIO. ..” — YCIIBIIIAN 51 €r0 XPUTUIBIA, O0JIE3HEHHBIH TOJIOC.

“Ho eciv Tl BAPYT BCTPETUILIb CBOIO UICTUHHYIO, TO ThI TOCTYIHUIIb TAK K€, KaK U £... TOJBKO. ..
Toinbko Tede npunercs Opocutb MHrpum. ..” — mpousHec si, CHOBa IJIsiiisl Ha Opara.

“$1 BbIKTY 9Ty MeTKy co cBoell pyku. Eciu Hajo — oTrpeizy pyky. S Oyay BbLKUraTh ee 10 Tex
TOp, TIOKa MEHSI He TIepecTaHeT TAHYTh K UCTHHHOU. UToOb ocTaThesi ¢ IHrpua...” — ero rojioc ObL
THXHM.

OH HuKorIa MHe He Jiraj. U ceiiyac MokJIsicsl CBOei KPOBBIO, UYTO OHU ObLTM BMecTe. UTo OHM
moOwm Ipyr apyra... K ToMy ke MpUIBOPHBIE YacTO BUICH €ro BO3JIE ee IBEPHU, O YeM HAIHUCAIIH
MHE B ITHCHME.

U, 6b1Th MOKeET, 51 Obl ipocTil Hrpua. Eciu Obl He yOMIACTBO peOeHKa, eciii Obl He KJISATBA
Opara.

51 orBepHycs k okHy. CHer najaan ryme. [opoa ToHya B 6eJI0M MOJTYaHUY.

«YBECTHU €€ B KaMepy».

$1 BCIIOMHWIT CBO# TOJIOC, KOTIa IPOU3HOCKII 3TH ¢yioBa. OH ObLT CJIOBHO YYXKUM.

Ho xorna aBepsb 3akpbuiack 3a Hel, 3a FlaBucom, 1 orycTHIICS Ha KOJIEHU ITPSIMO Ha MPaMOPHBIN
T0J1, PU3KaJI JIAJOHU K IJIa3aM U MOYYBCTBOBAJ, Kak MO HIEKaM KaTATCS CJIE3BL.

A npencraBun e€ tam. OnHy. B TemHoTeE.

U BriepBbie 3a BCIO )KU3HB s1 BOBHEHABU/IE ceOsl CUIIbHEe, YeM Bpara Ha 1ojie 0osl.

[Toromy 4To 5 3HaN NpaBAy — Ty, KOTOPYIO HE CMEJT POU3HECTU BCIIYX:

S1 BBIOpa yecTh UMIIEPUU U TIOTEPSL e€.

Ecnu Obl 51 BBIOpAJ € — 51 oTepsiy1 Obl YeCTb.

4 cen Ha noin ee komHathl. [Iprxkancs k crene. Kak Masuc Toraa. .. CJIOBHO 51 X014y ITOYYBCTBO-
BaTh MOIJEPKKY XOJIOJHOTO KaMHSI.

Yr0-TO BHYTpH pBAJIOCh K HEW.
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Ho s 3Han, yTo KaXIplil mAr K Hel — 3TO IIAr K IPU3HAHUIO TOTO, YTO S CBOMMM pyKaMu
HapylIalo 3aKOHbI MPEIKOB. Sl MOHMMAJ, YTO €CIU COXPAHIO €i KU3Hb, TO MOJHUMETCS BOCCTaHUE.
«[Touemy mmMepaTopy MOXHO IJIeBaTh Ha 3aKOHBI, a HaM HeJb3si!» — HAUHETCsl Xaoc, YOMICTBa.
Nwmriepus norpy3urscs BO Mpaxk.

Bor ona, yects umneparopa. He me4 u He KopoHa. A 00Jib, 0fieTast B TUIAIl CIIPABEJIMBOCTH.

S nmomHsicsa. Bempamu crivHy. Hamen macky mmriepaTopa MOBEpX CTpaJiaHWi JTIOOSIIEro
My>Xa U BHIIIE] B KOPUIOP.

UYepes vac s Oymy cMOTpeTh, Kak €€ OCTpUTAIOT Tiepell BceM JBOopoM. Kak BemyT MO30pHBIM
mecrsueM. Kak e€ rososa JiskeT Ha IeHb.

U g He orBeny B3MIAL.

[Toromy 4to 310 — MO Ka3Hb. He €€.

Omna ympéT OpicTpo. OquH yiap Toropa u Bee.

A s 6yny ymupath MeqyieHHO. Kaxayio Houb 6e3 Hee. Kaxplii BOX ¢ MBICJIBIO O TOM, 4UTO ee
Ooubie HeT. Kaxaplil 3aKar, o KOTOPHIM MbI KOT/Ia-TO TAHIIEBAJIH.

“IIpoctn MeHs1, — IpoIenTan s B mycToty. — [IpocTi, Most MaJieHbKasi Koposiea. Tol pazouia
MHe cepatie. .. Ho st Bce paBHO moo:mio 1e0s1. .. Dta JIioO0Bb — Mos1 paHa. U s mo3BoIo el KpOBOTOUYUTh
10 KOHLA”.

3a OKHOM CHer Mnajan ryiie. 3ameras cieapl. CTupast mporuioe.

Kaxk 6ynTo Mupa, B KOTOPOM OHa JKHJIa, MUPA, B KOTOPOM MbI ObLTH CUYACTIIMBBI, HUKOTIA U HE
CYILIECTBOBAJIO.
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Ha nopore crosin crpaxnuk. He Napen. He ciacenue. YepHslid cruitysT Ha (DOHE TEIIOrO CBETA.

Ero nuno Obu1o CKpBITO MOJ, HUIEMOM C Y3KOM MPOpPE3bIo AJ1s IJ1a3.

— Ero umneparopckoe BeIM4YeCcTBO MOCTAaHOBUJI, — IPOM3HEC OH, M TOJIOC €10 ObLT YCTaBIIUM
Y paBHOLYUIHBIM. — Yepes 4ac Bac OCTPUTYT HAJIBICO B ITIABHOM 3aJie nepes BceM ABopoM. Ilorom
IIPOBEIYT MO CTOJIUIIE MO30PHBIM IIECTBUEM, YTOOBI KXKIbIA YBUIE JIMLIO U3MEHHULIBI U yOUNIIBL.
A mocrie. .. ka3Hb. OTpyOSAT roJIOBY Ha IUIOIIAIH TIEPE/ ABOPLIOM.

OH 3amoryait. [Torom 106aBuI1, U B €ro rojioce MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb YA0BOJIBCTBUS:

— Cuuraiite 310 MIIOCTBI0. MiMniepaTop 3amMeHM1 KOCTEP Ha Tonop najava. 1 Obl Ha Balem
MecTe paIoBaJics. A He TO cropeny Obl MelIeHHO. [IepBbhIMU OBl BCIIBIXHYJIM BOJIOCHI ¥ OJEK1a, TOTOM
KOXa TpecKaach Obl OT kapa. M ToIbko MoToM OBl BBl 33/I0XHYJHCH OT JbIMa. Tak urto Onarogapure
cynp0y. MHJIOCTBIO MMIIepaTopa Baiia CMepTh OyJeT ObICTPOI.

JIBepb 3aXJI0MHYJIack. 3aCOB JIA3THYJ — OKOHYATEIbHO, OECIIOBOPOTHO.

S He 3akpuuana. He 3aBbita. CHavasa BO MHE BOLIApWJIach TUINMHA — aOCOMIOTHAs, Kak B
morwie. [lorom TMIIMHY pa3zopsaso.

Sl cxBaTniIa MUCKY U IIBBIPHYJIA €€ B CTEHY. JlepeBO pacKosonock ¢ IITyXUM CTYKOM. S pBaHyna
C LIEU OXepesibe, ofapeHHoe MHe MapeioM Ha NMpOLUIBIA JEHb POKACHUA.

Mowu nasnbLibl BIWIKCH B BOJIOCHI — IYCTBIE, 30JI0TBIE, HUCTIAAAIOIIME O Mosica. Bosocsl, KoTopble
OH JIIOOMJI PacITyCKaTh 0 HOYaM, MPOBOJS MaIblIaMH OT KOPHEH 10 KOHYMKOB. Bosockl, B KOTOpbIE
OH 3apbIBaJl JIMLIO, 11enya: « bl maxHelb OyJI0UYKaMH U LIBETAMU».

Tenepp UX OCTpUryT mepe] BCEMM, KaK y IpecTynHHLBL. Kak y Toi, KTO He JOCTOMH Aaxe
COXPAaHUTh COOCTBEHHYIO KPAcOTy B MOCJIEHUE MUHYThI )KU3HHU.

41 3aBputa. He kak yenoBek. Kak paHeHbli 3Bepb. 3BYK BbIpBaJICs U3 INIyOUHBI Py — XPHII-
JIBIYA, pa3IUpalonni ropiio. 1 6uack roJoBoii 0 CTeHy, MoKa JIOO He oK pbuIcs cuHskaMu. [lapanana
HOT'TSIMM KaMeHb, TIOKa T0/1 HOT'TSIMH He TIOTEeMHelTa KpoBb. PBasia Ha ceOe ruiatbhe — KeMUyT pacchl-
naJics 1o NoJty, Kak cj€3bl 60roB, KOTOPbIE OTKA3aJIUCh MEHSI CIAcTH.

Her. Her. Her.

310 He Mo cynpOa. S He u3meHsa. S He youBana. f cnacana ) uU3HU — U 32 3TO MEHs YOBIOT.
Mup nepeBepHy:ics. [Joopo crasno 3mom. [IpaBaa — noxsio. JII000Bb — MPECTYIIEHHEM.

4 ynmana Ha conomy, CBEPHYBIIMCh KaJauyMKOM. Tenepp yke HE MMEJO 3HAYEHUs, YEM OHa
raxJa.

Teno corpscamu cynoporu. Cn€ssl JIMINCh PEKOW — TOpPSYKE, COJNEHBIE, BBUKUATAIOLINE KOXKY
mieK. S pplgasa 10 Tex Mnop, MoKa B ropiie He OCTaJI0Ch HUYETO, KPOME XPUILIOro KiIokoraHus. IToka
JIETKME HE OTKA3aJIMCh BABIXATh 3TOT cMpaaHbi Bo3ayx. IToka gymia He Hayana MoKuJarh TEJIO —
THXO, HE3AMETHO, KaK JIbIM U3 KaMUHa.

W Torna nBepb OTKPBLIACH CHOBA.

Sl He mopHsna ronoBbl. MHe ObuTO BcE paBHO. [lycth 3a6upatot. [Tycth Beayt Ha 3mmador. 51
yk€ MepTBa BHYTPH.

— Nurpugn. ..

T'onoc. Térelii. 3HAKOMBIN 10 OOJIH.

A 3amepna. Cepaue, KOTOpOe TOJIBKO YTO YMEPJIO, CAEJIAIO OOUH PBaHbIM yAap — U OCTAHOBH-
JIOCb.

MeieHHO, Kak BO CHE, s NOAHIIA JIULIO.

Ha nopore kameps! crosin Masuc.

— Tel... — mpommnena s, 4yBCTBY#, KaK MEHS TPACET OT €r0 IMPUCYTCTBUS.

OH nopomien Ko MHe, CXBaTUJI MEH: 32 IUIEYH, a S MONbITANaCh OTCTPAaHUTHCS.
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— Youpaiicsi! — OXpUNILHIA KPUK pa30pBal TUIIMHY KaMephbl, HO OH JIIIIb YJIBIOHYJICS — TOHKO,
KakK Jie3B1e OpUTBBI.

Ero naneipl Bnumchk B Mou 1iedd. S mouyBcTBOBasia He O0jb — a xap. Ero teno gpoxaro,
NPYKMMAsICh KO MHE, M CKBO3b TKaHb PA30PBAHHOTO TJIAThs 51 OLIYTHJIA OCIIEeHbIN CTYK ero cepna —
HE OT pacKastHus, a oT Jmxopaaku. Ot ronoga. Ero gpixanue 00K1Urano MHe BICOK: ropsiuee, Ipephl-
BHUCTOE, MAXHYIIee MITON U YeM-TO METAJUTMIECKMM — KpoBblo? Mm 310 ObLI 3anax ero Oe3ymusi?

— IIpoct MeHs, MOOOBb MOsI, — MPOIIENTAN OH, U €ro TyObl TIOYTH KOCHYJIUCh MOETO yXa.
— Tol ke 3Haewb. .. § mooun Teds Bcerna. C Toro gHs, Kak yBuaen Teds. Thl cMesiach — 1 MHUp
OCTaHOBUJICA. TOJNBKO U1 MEHS.

Sl 3amepra. B ropiie 3acTpsl KOM — HE U3 CIIE3, @ U3 YUCTOTO, JIEASHOro yxaca. [loromy urto B
ero rosioce He ObUIO JoKK. Bputa npaeaa. Ero mpasna. M ot 3Toro craHoBUIOCh CTpaliHee.

— Te1 youn ux, — BeijoxHyaa 5. ['onoc gporHy:, npeaaBas MeHsi. — Tol youn Bpuny. Thr youn
pe6enka. Trl yOrs MeHsl.

Ero ry6sl aporaymm. He B yibiOke — B cynopore. OH OTCTpaHWICS Ha JIaJOHb, M B STHTAPHbIX
I71a3aX BCIBIXHYJIO TJIaMsi: He 37100B1, a 9KCTa3a.

— IlocmoTpu, 4TO THI clesana co MHOM. .. — IpOLIENTal OH. Ero nanbips! CKONB3HYIM C MOUX
IUIed BHU3 — 10 KJIIOYMLAM, 10 pEOpam, OCTaHABIMBAsACh y Talnuu. Kax1oe NpUKOCHOBEHUE OCTaB-
74710 Ha Koxe mypamiku. He ot sxenanusa. OT ApeBHEro, ;KMBOTHOTO CTpPaxa — TOTO, YTO 3aCTaBJISIET
3aiilla 3aMHUpaTh Nepeji BOJIKOM. — DTO Thl BUHOBATA... [la, s yOus1 TBOIO Clly’kaHKy. MHe XaJb...
7Kasnb, 9TO TH HE MOHMMAEIIh: HUYTO B 3TOM MHUPE HE UMEET 3HAUYeHHUs. .. KpoMe TeOsl.

OH BIOXHYJ — IITyOOKO, JKaJJHO, KaK TOHYIIMH I7I0TaeT Bo3ayx. Ero Ho3apu pa3nynmcek, BOMpas
MO¥ 3amax: 1oT, cj1€3bl, cTpax. M 4To-TO B HEM JPOrHYJIO — 3pauyKH PACILUPUIIUCH, TYOBl IPUOTKPHI-
nmcek. [o ckynam nmpobexana yemrys. ...

— Jlaxe ceyac. .. — €ro najbLpl KOCHYJIMCh MOEH LIEKU. 5l OTIIATHY/IAaCh, HO OH CXBaTUJI MEHS
3a 1oIOOPOJIOK — He TPy00, a C TAKOI HEXXHOCTHIO, YTO CTaJIO AypHO. — [laxe B cre3ax. [laxe B Ips3u.
Hasxe ¢ pa3ouroii gymoi. .. Tel mpekpacHa. Ecim Obl THI 3HaNA, Kak 51 xouy Tebs. .. He Teno. He mymy.
Xouy 1eds1. Kaxayio kierky. Kaxapiii B3gox. Kax/piil cTOH — gaxe TOT, YTO Thl U3/AAEIIb cerlvac.

OH cxBaTWJI MOM PYKH — XOJIOAHBIE, APOXKallue — U MpuKal K cBouM ryoam. Ero nouenyu
ObLIM MOKPBIMU, TOPSTYUMHU, OTUasSHHBIMU. OH LIeJIOBAJI MO NAJIbLIBI, 3aI15ICThs, BEHbI HA BHYTPEHHE!
CTOpOHE JIQJIOHEH — TaM, /i€ MyJIbC OUJICA B TAaKT MOEMY YKacy.

— 41 cxoxy ¢ yma, — mpolIentai oH, U ero rojoc coppajics. — 3Hawo. S — 6e3ymen. Ho y te6s
ecThb maHc. .. OnuH yac. 51 BbiBeny Teds otciona. Yepes TaiiHblii xo. CTpaxy g noakynui. Msl yenem
B ropbl. Thl Oyaemrs Moeid. Torbko Moeil. A yTpoM... ThI HOMpOCHUINb MeHs etne... Obemao. .. Tol
Oynelib cama MPYKMUMAThCsl KO MHE, KaK MpYKMMasach K Hemy. .. Tol Oyznems yMonsTs eme. .. 1 o
naM Tede BCE, UTO ThI 3aX04elllb. Thl He MOHUMAELb. .. S Obl oTHall Beé 3a TeOs. Beg. Kaxkaplil BIOX. ..
BeuHocTh — 3T0 Masio. MHe Hy:xHO Oosblne. Bosnblie, yem Bpemst MOXKET Jarth. . .
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OH OTHyCTHIJI MO PYKH U HAaKJIOHWJICS emé Omke. Ero ryObl mouTH KOCHY/IMCh MOETO yXa, a
HaJIbLbI JIETI Ha MOM TOOOOPOIOK.

— Iotomy uto ThI — Mos1, Hrpua. Tel Bcerna Obi1a Moeid. [axke Korja Jiexkana B ero nocTey.
Korga cronana nox auM. Korna on cnupan c te0s miarse. .. Koraa menrana ero ums. ..

— Otkyna Thl 3HaeIb? — 3apblyaia si, ¥ ToI0C MO pa30pBaJiCsi HA OCKOJIKH — OCTpbIe, Kak OMTOe
CTEKJIO.

OH He otBeT1 cpa3y. Ero naselipl, BCE e1g cxumaloniye Mo nogoopoioK, MEAJIEHHO CIION3IH
BHU3 — IO 1€, N0 KJIOYULE, K BOPOTY Pa30pBaHHOIO IulaThsa. Kax1oe MpUKOCHOBEHHE OCTABIISIIO
Ha KOJKe KI'y4Hil ciief], OyATO OH BbIKMIal Ha MHE KJIEMMO COOCTBEHHOCTH, 33/JbIXasICh OT KeJIaHUSI.

— 51 coplasn BC€ 3T0, — MPOLIENTal OH HAaKOHEll, U B €ro rojioce He ObUIO HU CThIJIA, HU pacKa-
sHus. Tonbko THXOe, Mmynscupyoee 6esymue. — Cibiinat. .. M Bbipe3as TBOE MMs Ha CBOEH pyke. ..
YtoOs! ObUIO HE TaK OOJILHO AyMaTh O TOM, YTO MOIO HEBECTy ceivac mMeeT Opar. Tenepb oHa ero
KeHa. ..

SlHTapHBIE 17132 MOTEMHEIH, IPEBPATHBIINCH B 1B OE3/IHBI.

On orcrpanwics. Pyka ero nporayna — He OT cTpaxa, a oT HeteprieHusA. OH 3aKkaran pykas 10
JIOKTA.

Ha BHyTpeHHeN cTopoHe npearuieybs KpacoBaiach Haanuch. He pynsl. He cumBonbl. Mo€ nms
«/Hrpra», BRIpe3aHHOE HEPOBHBIMU OyKBaMH, OYTO HOKOM, BIMBIIMMCS B TUIOTh 10 KocTH. ToHKHe
PO30BBIE PYOLIBI — CBUAIETENHCTBO TOTO, KaK ITyOOKO OH BOH3HJI JIE3BHE B COOCTBEHHYIO IUIOTh. Kak
MHOTI'O pa3 MOBTOPSJI 3TO UMs JBHKEHHEM HOXa, CHOBA M CHOBA, TIOKa paHa He 3aXua, IoKa 00Jb
HE CTaJla YacThIO €T0 TeJIa.

— B Ty HOUbB, KOrZ1a THI BIEPBBIE JIEINIA C HUM. .. — €0 T0JI0C COpBAJICA. SIHTapHBIE I71a3a pac-
IV PUITNCH, 3PAYKH IPEBPATIIIVCh B IBE YEPHBIE Oe3/THBL. — S CTOST 32 ABEPHIO BalMX MOKOeB. CIIbl-
1maj, Kak OH uienyer tede «modumas». Ciplial, Kak Tel cTOHana... Kak napanaia emy cnvsy...
Kak 3BaJia ero no umeHu. ..

OH criotHy. ['opro ero g€pHyJI0Ch — CyIOPOXKHO, Kak y ymupawouiero. OH NpoTsaHys pyKy —
Ty CaMylo, C BBIPE3aHHBIM UMEHEM — U KOCHYJICA MOey 11er. Ero masnbLiel e Ha mmysse. S nodys-
CTBOBaJIa, KaKk OH ObETCs ObicTpee. [Ipenarenbcku, HEMPOM3BOJIBHO.

— 41 BepHyJicA B cBOM NOKoU. B3sut kunskan. Y Havan pe3atb. CHauasia 6ykBy «M». ITotoM «H».
[Totom «r»... Kaxaplid pa3, Korga BCHOMUHAJ TBOW CTOH — HOBBIN nope3. Kaxaplid pa3, korna npea-
CTaBJIsUI €ro pyKH Ha TBoei Tanuu — riryoxke. KpoBb Tekia o pyke, Kanasa Ha noit. .. Ho 60i1b B Terne
Obl1a HUYEM I10 CPAaBHEHMIO C TOM, YTO pBajia MHe rpyab. 1 kpuyai. Peigan. Ho He ocranaBiuBascs.
Iloka He BbIpe3as Bc€ nMms. IIoka He MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO TBOE MMs CTAJIO YaCThbIO MeHs. MHe npu-
HaJJIeXaJlo TOJIKO TBOE UMS. A TeJo, Aylla, JJI0OOBb — EMY.

OH npoTsaHys pyKy — Ty CaMylo, C BBIPE3aHHBIM MMEHEM — U KOCHYJICS MOEH 1IeKH. S B3apor-
Hyaa. Ero nmanpipt 6buti ropstanmu. OOKUraroiie ropsauMi — Kak y OOJIBHOTO B JIMXOPAJIKE.

Jpoxb B MoeM Tesie 60posiach ¢ KeJIaHueM MOHSATh Oe3yMue, KOTOpoe paar MeHs YOUJIO JBYX
HEBUHHBIX.

— Ter He noHumaenb, Hrpug, — npoenTain ox, A4S MHE B I71a3a. — DTO HE NPECTYIUICHUE.
10 mo6oBb. Hactosias. Ta, yto He 3HaeT rpaHuil. Ta, 4To roToBa C:Ke4b MUP, JIUIIb Obl KOCHYThCS
TBOMX Iy0. 5 yOrBas, BOH3aJI HOX... YOUBAJI CBOIO YeCTh... Bc€ pamu Teds. Panu manca nmpukoc-
HYTBCS K TeOe BOT TaK...

OH nonbiTasica MEHs MOLEI0BaTh, HO 1 OTBEPHYJIACh U 3aiepiKajla IbIXaHKeE.

— Yowupaiics, — mpolentana si, HO TOJIOC MPeAal MeHsI — CTajl XPHUIUIBIM, CIOMaHHBIM. — Thl —
yyposuine. .. Trel youn bpuHy u coOCTBEHHOTO ChiHA!

Ou ynbionyscs. He 3m06H0. C 60mbio0. OH ckajll MOe ropIio.
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— Yynosuiiie, koTopoe JIoOUT Teds Oombiie, yeM Opar. OH otaan Obl TeOs Ha 3madoT paau
YecTH uMIiepuu. A ... 1 yous Obl Bech MUP, JIHIIB Obl criacTh TeOs. .. CIBIIIHUIID?

Sl monbITanack CrIIOTHYTh, HO €ro MaJIbIbl KPEMKO JIepKajld MEHs 3a TopJio.

— 4 peBHyl0 TeOsl Iaxe K BO3MYyXy, — MpOILIENTA] OH, MPUOIM3UB JHIO. — KOTOphIM ThI
JBIIUIIb. .. [Jake K BO3IYyXY. ..

— Vouiina, — npomenTana s, 3axMypuBimch. [1ycts yober. [1ycts yober ceituac. — Tol yOun
HEBMHHYIO JKEHIIIMHY 1 peOeHKa. .. CBOero chiHa. ..

Ero B3risi ocranoBuiics Ha MHe. T1asbIsl Ha MOeM ropiie pas3kajuch.

— Ha, s youn Bpuny. Ho... Coero peGeHka 51 He Tporai, — MejIieHHO npou3Hec MaBuc.
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— YT0 3HaUUT «HE Tporay»? — npoenrana . — IT0 — OYepeJHast TBOS JIOKb!

— Omna cama Opocua ero B Boy. TBOsI BepHas CiIy)kaHKa conrana Tede 1o MOBOAY «KOPMH-
nunpl». MHavye Obl Kak OHA OKazanach Bosjie peku? — 3amerui Masuc. — [lepBble kKuible KBapTaibl
HauYMHAJIMCh HEMHOTI'O B JIpyrou cropoHe... Ho ona nuia k peke... He k monawm. K Bogze. ..

Ero cnoBa nokazaiuchk MHe CTpaiiHbIMU. S Jaxe B MBICJISIX HE MOIJIA TAKOT'O JJOITYCTUTb.

— To1 ;okemb! — npomenTana s1, 60siCh, YTO YCIIBIIIAHHOE — TIPaB/a.

— Her. He nry. 1 ee youiicTBO OBIJIO MOMM MIPUTOBOPOM. 32 TO, YTO OHA yOWJIa MOETO CBHIHA.
3a 10, 4TO OHa conraja Tede Npo KOPMUJIMILLY. 3a TO, YTO y Hee NMOAHSIIACh pyKa OpocUTh Oe33alluT-
HOTo MJIAJIEHLIa B XOJIOAHYI0 Bofy. M eciu Thl Aymaelllb, YTO 51 UTPajl CBOIO pojib, OOHMMAsl ChlHa,
ThI OIIUOACIIBCSI.

B ero rmazax cBepKHYJIM CJIE3bI.

— 4 mnakain no-HacrosmeMy. Moxelb BEpUTh, & MOKEIIb HE BEPUTB !

On 3amoimyait. f 4yBcTBOBaJIa, KAK BHYTPHU CTAHOBUTCS THXO, CJIOBHO MBICJIM KOHUMIMCH. Her,
bpuna He morna Tak noctynuts... Her! Her! Bece BHyTpu oTpuniano sty Bo3MoxHOCTb. Heyxenn
rope ciaoMuio e€ pasym? M Masuc BHyIIMII €, 4TO CMEPTH JIydlle mo3opa?

Ero pyku kocHyamch Monx KoseHel. [lociblmanock riryOokoe JbIXaHue ¥ CTOH HAaCTaKICHUSI.
JKanHble manpipl JaBUIM Ha MOIO KOXKY. [1o crimue npobesxaina apoxb orBpauieHus. Ho oH atoro ve
3ameTwi1. Ml He XoTen 3amevars.

— Thl He 3Hana, YTO s BABIXAI0 BO3AYX MOCIe TeOs — B Kopuaopax. .. M qymaio, 4to «oHa Aplmana
WM. .. — IIOCIIBIIIAJICS enoT. — [laBaii cOexkuM. .. ITo — TBOM maHc. .. Ham masc. ..

OH nonoxusa MHE pyKy Ha LIEKY, oNIaxuBas najislieM. BHu3y xuBora noreruieno. OH genan
3TO TaK ke, Kak ero Opar. Ho Tyt s mouyBcTBOBasia TOIHOTY. [ToTOMY UTO 3TO OBUIM HE MaJIbLbI
Napena.

— Tebst ocTpuryT HautbIcO... TBOM WynecHbIe BOJIOCH... VIX cpexyT HOXKHHUIAMH... A TIOTOM
TeOsI TPOBELYT MO30PHBIM LIECTBHEM I10 YJIUI[aM CTONHLIBL. .. Bocukom. .. B ogHoll pybaxe. .. 1 yepHb
OyneT KuJath B Te0s1 KAMHH U TYXJISTHHY. .. A TIOTOM TBOsI 'OJIOBA JISIKET Ha IIeHb. . . — menTtai Masuc.
—Wmu... inu te1 1 4... [laneko-ganeko otciofa. .. Thl ke 3Haelllb, 51 IOWAY Ha JIloOoe pecTyIUIeHHe,
JMIIb Obl THI ObUIA MOEH. .. [Tonymaid. ..

Ero npixanue yuyactuiioch. I'pyab B3abpIMazach — pBaHo, Cylopo:kHO. OH NPUOIM3KI JIMLIO K
MoeMmy. Tak O1u3Ko, UTO 5 BUJEa Kak/1yI0 )KUIIKY B €ro I71a3aX, Kak/1yIo TeHb M0 CKyJIaMH, Kak/1ylo
APOXb B YTOJIKe I'yO.

OH 3amommyast. Ero nasbLipl KOCHYJIMCh MOMX I'yO MSATKO, TOYTH OJIarOroBefHo.

S cmotpena Ha Hero. B ropne crosn koM. B rpyau — neasnas mycrora. Ho B xuBOTE. .. B KHUBOTE
MyJIbCUpOBaJIa TeHb Yero-to Apyroro. He xenanus. Ilonnmanus. Ilonnmanus, yro npuHy 6e3yMeH
— HO ero 6e3yMue uullle, YeM JIOXKb ABopa. UecTHee, 4eM «CIpaBeAIMBOCTh» UMIIEPATOpa.

— Her, — ckB03b 3yOHl npoueauia s, 3apixasce ot sipocti. — Her! §1 ocranycs! A nyure...
JIy4lle YMpY, YEM... CTaHy JKEHIIMHOW TaKOM TBapH, Kak Thl... EcTb rpanuupl, Masuc... I'panutipl,
3a KOTOpble HOPMAJIbHBII He MepecTynaet. .. A Tbl nepectyniil. Eciu Ovl 51 Obl1a Tebe XOTh HEMHOTO
Jopora, Thl OBI. .. Thl Obl HE 3aCTaBJISLI MEHS cTpagarh. Thl Obl HE YCTPOHJI BCE STO MPECTABICHUE. . .
TeGe ruieBath Ha MeHs. TeOe X0TeI0ch OTOMCTUTD OpaTy. 3a TO, YTO UMIEPATOP OH, & HE ThI.

— 4 nukoraa He xoten ObITh MMIIepaTopoM! o MOMeHTa, MOKa Thl HE BHIOpajia uMIeparopa!
He npunna! Mmneparopa! — B ronoce Masuca npo3seHena cTajb.

— 3a T0, 4TO OH 3a0paj MeHs. 3a To, UTO 5 BbIOpasia ero! — mpon3Hecsa s, YyBCTBYsI, KaK BCS
SAPOCTb pBETCA Hapyxky. — 3a 310! D10 — MecThb. He Goree. ..

Sl ynapuna ero no pyke, orcrpansscek. [na3a Masuca noremuenu. He or rueBa. Ot Gomu —
HACTOSIIIEN, OCTPOH, KaK HOX.
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— 41 nyuyiie cnoxHy ¢ o30poM! — MPOU3HECA S X PUILIBIM HIETIOTOM.

— Mos MaieHbKast KoposieBa. .. Kaxercsi, oH Tak 1ebst HazbiBaeT. .. bpar... Tbl gymaerib, 4to s
yxaceH? O, Her... — npousHec MaBuc. — [lymaenp, s cymacienmmuid? O, Thl e11e He 3Haelllb MOETO
Opara... OH cTpailieH B CBOe OepKUMOCTH. . .

Nasuc B3goxHy:1. B ero ria3zax cBepkHy:u ciie3sl. BriepBele s BUesna ciie3sl B I71a3ax JpaKkoHa.

— Torga... npoimaii, Mosi MaJieHbKasi KOpoJieBa, — MPOILIENTasl OH, IJIsi/isl MHE B ia3za. — Yepes
yac 51 yBUKY TeOs B mocieqHuid pas. U s 6yny NOMHUTH TeOsl TaKOW — CIIOMJIEHHOW, HO BCE e
nipekpacHoi. § 3a6epy TBoe Teno. O6HuMy ero. U ympy psimom. B ku3Hu T OblTa €ro, B CMepTu
CTaHelIb MOEW. DTO — €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MEH$ yTellaer. ..

JIBepb 3a HUM 3aKpbulach. S cCHOBa ocTasiach OfiHa.

Ho Ha koxe e1nié 101ro ropesu ciepl ero NpuKOoCHOBEeHUH. B yiax 3BeHesn ero menor — ciaj-
KHH, Kak si71. U s BriepBble 3a 3Ty HOYb 3a/1a51a cebe BOITPOC, OT KOTOPOTrO KPOBb CThUIA B JKHJIAX:

Uro crpaiiHee — cMepTh OT yaapa Toropa.

1opa WA BEYHOCTH ¢ Oe3yMIleM, KOTOPBIN XOueT TeOst CHITbHee KU3HU ?
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S mpuKMManach CIMHOM K XOJIOZHOWM M ChIPOW CTEHE, MBITasCh HAUTHU OMOPY IS MIO3BOHOY-
HUKa, KOTOPBIA OyATO pacruiaBuiicsi BHyTpu. KosleHu moaparuBaiu He OT CTpaxa — OT BHYTpEeHHen
BUOpaImu, OyITO KOCTH MPEBPATUIIHCH B CTEKJIO, TOTOBOE TPECHYTh OT COOCTBEHHOTO 3BOHA.

[TamATh ynapuiia HEOXKUJAHHO.

4 crosina B GenoM xanare, Jep:ka B pyKax TOHKUE JIMCT KapToHa. [JurioM. BykBbl pacruibiBa-
JIMCh TIepe]l TVIa3aMU OT YCTAJIOCTH TOC/ie HOYHOW CMeHBI. B kuBOTE OysibKan kode u3 aBromara —
TOT CaMbli, JPSTHHOM, HEBKYCHBIM, C TOPUMHKOMN MOATOPEBILIETO MOJIOKA, KOTOPBIH 51 BBITUJIA TPETHUM
MOAPSALI.

Jluna ®EnopoBHa Mpolia MUMO € MOAHOCOM MHCTPYMEHTOB, OPe3IMBO (PHIPKHYB Ha poKe-
HUILly B coceHel nanate: «Horu-To pa3asurate Hayumsiach, pa3 BOH Kak Imy30 Hagynock! He Hamo
TYT MHE KPSIXTeTh ¥ M300paxaTh CKpOMHHUILy » E€ pyku B nmepuarkax mpoBepsiid pacKphiTue — 0e3
HEKHOCTH, O€3 JKaJIOCTH.

3a cTeHoi Kpryasa keHIuHa. CXBaTKU HA4yaJIuCh.

MecEcTpbl HeCITU B NaJlaTy MajieHbKHe CBEPTKH C OMPOYKAMHU.

Kt0-T0 13 Mam cMoTpest Ha CBOE AUTS ¢ 6e3yMHBIM CYACThEM, KTO-TO — C TYTbIM PAaBHOIYIIHEM,
Oy/ATO IPUHUMAJT TIOCBUIKY C MapKeTIUIelca.

S nymana torga: «39T10 MOE. S ymero 3To».

l'onoBa 3akpyxuiack y aBromata ¢ Bofoil. Bruicku caaBusio xkene3nsiM oOpyueM. [locnennee,
YTO 5 YBUJIEA — TPECHYBLIEE CTEKJIO B ABEPU BHIXO/A.

A ouHynacsk B kapere. Ho He B kapeTe CKOpoi TOMOIIIH.

[IIénk oOBOMAKMBAIT TEJIO, TSIKENBIN, KaK IIeMd. 32 OKHOM MeJIbKaJii OalllHU CKa30YHOW Kpa-
coTel. [loToM BCrbIIIKa BOCIIOMUHAHWM U TPOHHBIM 3asl. B pyke 4dyxas JIaioHb — TEIUIAs, CyXas.
Nasuc. Ho s cMoTpesna MUMO HEro — Ha Toro, KTo CTOsu1 y TpoHa. Beicokuit. B muiaie niBera rpo3o-
Boro HeOa. Ero B3misi KOCHYJICSI MOETO — M Ha 3aIlsICThe BCIBIXHYJIA 00Jb. S MocMOTpelia Ha CBOIO
PYKY, BUJIs, KaK TPOCTyNaeT 30JI0TOM y30p. [pakoHuid cuMBOJI. MeTka HEBECThI UMIIEpaTopa.

Torna s mogymara: cynboa.

I'ne ona tenieps? ['ie 91a cynp6a? Ta camasi, UTO Besia MeHsI CKBO3b Oelible KOPUIOPHI K UYKUM
poaam? Ta, 4yTO 1aja MHE PyKH, yMeIOLIMe MPUHUMATS k13Hb? OHa npeaana MeHs. OctaBuiia OfiHY.
Bpocuna. BeiOpocuiia, Kak HeHyKHYIO Belllb. .. JIulmia MeHs Jlaxe mpaBa OnpaBIaThCs. . .

A tuxo 3amnakana. Cnésbl KaTWIKCh 110 IIEKaM, a 51 Jake He CTUpajia ux. S 4yBcTBOBaJIa, Kak
TEIUIO MEAJIEHHO TIOKU/IAJI0 MOE TeJIO, CIIOBHO OHO PEIIMJIO YMEPETh paHbllle, YeM MHE O(DULIMATIBHO
BBIHECYT ITPUTOBOP.

JIA3r kimoder pa3opBaj TULIVHY.

— Ha Brixox!
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Crpax cxasl MEHS Tak, 4TO s He Morvia nouesenutecs. Her, Her... { He xouy ymupars... He
xouy... 51 6o10ck. .. MHe cTpaiHo. .. Boxkeuku, Kak ke MHe CTPAILHO. . .

CrpaxHuK He cMOTpen MHe B JiLo. Ero focnexu naxjau pxaBunHOM U MOTOM.

4 mogHsack Ha ApoXaIye HOTH, CIIOBHO coOpata ce0s1 3aHOBO: CHavas1a KOJIeHH, TOTOM O&pa,
IIOTOM ITO3BOHOYHUK, IIO3BOHOK 32 IMO3BOHKOM. KaJpli1 111ar 1o KOpuAopy OTIaBaJICA B IIATKAX ITy-
xuM 3xoM. He mou maru. Yyxue. Te, 4T0 BEAYT K KOHILY.

3a yro?

MHe Tak XO4eTcs KUTb. ..

“CKOpO BCE 3aKOHUYMTCA. ..” — IIENTaJl TUXAMU TOJIOC, CJIOBHO IBITAsICh MEHS YTELIUTh CMEPTBIO.

Her! Her! Her!

DTa MBICIIb YAapuia B Tpyab (PU3MUYECKON OONBI0 — OCTPOH, Kak crasMm auadparmel. Xodercst
BIOXHYTb BO3/1yX 0€3 CMpajia IieceHr. X04eTcsl TOYyBCTBOBATh TEIUIO Ha KOKe — He OT KaMHHa, a OT
CoJHLA. XO4ETCs yCIIBIIATh AICKPEHHUI CMeX . . . BBINNTB Yalleuky 4as, cbecTh MUpokHOe! BIOXHYTH
3amax JyXoB... X0YeTcs. .. MPOCTO OBITh.

IT0 TaK... TaK... OecreHHo. [1pocTo ObITS. ..

Cn€3pl OTEKIIM [0 MOUM HIEKAM.

JIBepH B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1 paClIaXHYJIUCh, CJIOBHO I'OJIOAHASA NACTb.

Jloonu crosimu crenou. He Tommon — ;xMBOM IUIOTHIO, ABIIIANIENA MOMM YHWXeHHeM. VX miaza
BIIMBAJIKCh B MEHS: OJJHU — C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, APYTM€ — C HEHABUCTBIO, TPETBH — CO 3JI0PAJCTBOM.
Bo3nyx rygen ot meénora, oT CMEIIKOB, OT IIeJIecTa OJEkK /bl U BEEpOB, HAKpPaXMAJICHHbIX I000K, Ha
CKpuN OOYBH.

Ha tpone cunen Napen.

Ero mmno — mpamopHoe. Ho B rasax... B I71a3ax 1ieckajach BcE Ta xke aroHusa. OH crpajail.
Ero pyka cxxumaiia NoJJIOKOTHUK TakK, 4TO, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH BBIJIOMAET €T0.

I'onoc kaHwiepa, cyxoy, Kak NepramMeHT, 3a4MTbiBaj NMpUrosop. CiioBa CIMBAINCh B OAMH
CILIOILIHOM I'yJI: U3MEHa. .. JeTOYOUIICTBO. .. I030p UMIIEPHH. .. CMEPTh Yepe3 OTCEUEHHUE ITIaBHl. ..

— Bame nocnennee cnoso?

4l naxe He cpasy MoHsIa, 9To oOpamaTcs Ko MHe. Ho korjga HacTynmia THIMHA, TO MOTHSIIA
rosioBy. B ropie nepecoxiio — He OT cTpaxa, a OT ITpaB/bl, KOTOpasi pBaJlaCh HapyXKy CKBO3b CJIOM JIKH.

— 41 He BUHOBHa.

T'onoc ne nporuyn. He copBascsa. [Ipo3Byyan TBEpIO.

4 TyT Ke cTHCHYMa 3yObl, YTOOBI HE 1aTh ceOe MO30PHO Pa3peBEThCS.

Pyku cTpaxHMKOB Jieri Ha Mo 1ieud. Haxamu. Konenn ynapuincs o Mpamop — He O0JIbHO,
a ryxo, OyATo s yxke Obljla MEPTBA.

[Masb1pl B BOsOCaX — 4yXkue, rpyoOble — BBIIEPIUBAIIN 3AKOJIKM OfIHY 32 APYTOi. 30I0ThIE MPSIIH
HICIIA/IAJIN Ha TUIEYH, HA CIIMHY, Ha TIOJT — TSDKENbIE, JKUBbIE, TIOCIIEIHIE OCTaTKU TOH, KeM s OblIa.

Napen oreepHyscs.

He orsén B3msaa. He onycruin maza. OTBepHYJICS — BCEM TEJIOM, BCEM CYIIECTBOM, OYATO MOSI
Kapa OblIa JUIsl Hero MyKOH XyXe cMepTu. U B 3TOM *kecte ObUIo BCE: U MOOOBb, KOTOPYIO OH HE MOT
yOUTb, U YECTh, KOTOPYIO HE MOT MpeJaTh, U 3aKOH, KOTOPbIN 3aCTaBJIslJI UMIIEPATOpPa CMOTPETh, KaK
YMHpPAET €r0 COKPOBULIE.

Hoxuwuiiel OecHymu. §1 3amypriiach.
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“Xummn!” — TUXUH 3BYK, C KOTOPbIM HOKHULIBI CPE3aJIv NIPsi/ib 32 MPAAbIO.

“Xmmmm! X, X!

Ha non mapanu 300tbie Bosiockl. OHUM MaJaiv Ha IJIeYH, Ha KOJIEHH, PAcChIAsACh 30JI0TOM U
noOJIeCKUBas U3-3a IParoleHHbIX Macesl.

Ha ronose nosiBunacek Jierkocts. § mpoBena pyKou, 4yBCTBYs KpMBOHM €XHK. [ ie-To Kopoue,
r7e-To JJIMHHEE.

— Bceragaii! — nocabimascst pe3kuii okJivK. [1naTbe ¢ MeHst copBaiii. Bmecto msrkoro 6apxara
IUIaThsl U CTPYSAIIErocsl HeXKHOTO IIeNTKa Oeslbs Ha MEeHs HAIsUTIN Ipyoyio pyOallky, MoXoxylo Ha
MEIIIOK.

Iocnemmancs 38oH 1enei. Ilens Hamem MHe Ha 11110, a 1 eJIBa He CJIOMaJlach MO/ €€ TSKECTBIO.
Ha ypoBHe rpyau Buces TsKeblil KaMeHb ¢ HAIMUChIo: « YOuilial».

— 3aKOH MMIEpUU IJIACUT: €CJIM Thl COBEPIUWI MPECTYIUIEHUE, TO HECH 3a HETO OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTB! — 3aumnTan KaHuiep. — [IycTb 3TOT KaMeHb CUMBOJIM3UPYET OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. . .

Sl 6pocuia B3MIAA HA MykKa, a MEHsI yKe IpyOoO pa3BepHY/JIM W TOJKHYJIM B CIIMHY, BE/s IO
KUBOMY KOPUAOPY U3 MNOTEIIAOIINXCS TPUIBOPHBIX.

N3 pacnaxHyToi ABEpU BEsIO XOI010M. MOM HOTY CTYNIWIM HA TOHKUM JieJl, KOTOPBIM TYT K€
oOer Mou cTyrHU. [TopbIB CHEXHOTO BeTpa MPOH3KIT MEHSI HACKBO3b.

S muta, 9yBCTBY#, KaK COZHAaHME HAUMHAET MOAIUIbIBATD.

Briepenu mien riamarai ¥ 3BOHWI B KOJIOKOJIBYMK.

«Jleroybuiina. Mi3smMennuna. Youiia!» — Kpuya oH, a JIIOAU TONNaMH cOeraach Ha KPUKU.
Topropiisl 6pocasii CBOM JIaBKH, BbIOErasi IOCMOTPETh Ha TIPECTYITHHMILY.

Ha moeii mee — He poCTo TsKeCThb. S YyBCTBOBaJIA, KAK LIETIb MTPOIUJIMBAET IJIOTh 10 KOCTH.
JpIxaHue BBIPHIBAIOCH OEJIBIMU KJIOUbSIMHU Tapa, a CYJOPOKHBIN BIOX 00KUTas ryObl H3HYTPU.

Kto-TO BBIKpUKHYI: «[leToyOuiiia!» — 1 B MeHs noJjeTesa JeblKa.

VYnap npuIlencs B cKyiy — KOPOTKHM, XPYCTAIIMM, KaK cyXxas HaJlJOMJICHHAas BETKa.

W3 rna3HuLbl XJIbIHYIA BlIara: cHavasla ropsiyas, coj€Hasi, 3Hakomasi. Ho Ha nieke oHa 3acrtblia.
Sl mouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK Karljis MPEeBpalaeTcsl B CTEKJISHHYIO MIUTy, BIIMBAIOLYIOCS B KOKY.

Tonmna pesena. B MeHs1 jieTesn He TOJBKO JIEABIIIKY — THIJIbIE SIONIOKU C Cepoil TJIeCeHbI0, Kap-
TO(EIMHBI C POPOCIIUMHU TJ1a3KaMH, KOMbs I'PsA3H, MIepeMelllaHHble co cHeroM. OJJUH KaMeHb Bpe-
3aJicsl B BUCOK, M 51 IOYyBCTBOBAJIA HE yap, a CTPAaHHOE OHEMeHHMe: OYy/ITO YacTh Yeperia OTKJTIOUH-
Jack Ot Tena. Bropoit yaap B miedo. Tpetunt — B kuBoT. Ho mocne TpeTbero ynapa 4To-To IETKHYJIO
BHYTpH.

He B ronose. B rpynu. § nouyBcTBOBaia, KAK BHYTPU YTO-TO. .. IPOCHYJIOCH.
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Cepnue cxanock ot xonona. Hacrosiero, pu3anyeckoro xonoa, KOTOPbI BHIION3 U3 [IIyOUHbI
I'PYOHON KJIETKM M Havasl OOBOJIAKMBATH €T0 JIEASTHOW KOPKOW. §1 (pu3nMyecku 4yBCTBOBAIA XPYCTS-
LIyI0 KOPKY, OIUIETAIONIYIO MBIIIIILY, KAK CaxapHas IIa3ypb Ha Arofe. 3aTeM Xosof nomnois eepx. K
ropiy, K 4esocTH, K BuckaMm. M BHu3. K naipmam.

Sl mocmoTpena Ha pyKH.

KoH4MkM nasiblieB MOKPhUIACH aKyPHBIM Y30pOM, OyATO KPY:KEBO 3MMbl Ha 3aMep3LIeM OKHE.
Kasxas TMHUS Ha KOXe MpeBpaTHiIach B MUHUATIOPHBIN XpeOeT, Kaxkaasi mopa — B Kpuctayul. MHen
TIOJI3 BBIIIE: 10 3aISICThSIM, TIO TPEATUICUbsIM, OCTABJISIA 32 COOOM MEpUAIOIIMI Clie]], KaK Cle]] Cu3-
HsIKa Ha JINCTKE IIPY NIEPBBIX 3aMOPO3KaXx.

Koxa nog nHeem onemerna.

Cnésbl 60mpine He Tekau. OHM BBIAABIMBAINCH U3 TJIA3HUL] MaJICHBKUMH JIbIMHKAMH — OCT-
pbIMH, Kak OCKOJIKM OuToro creksia. Kaxaas HoBas ciie3a pe3asia BEKO U3HYTPHU, OCTaBJIsIs KPOLLIey-
Hbl€ PaHKU. Sl MOprHyJia — ¥ MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK JIbIMHKH CKPEOYT MO POrOBULIE.

Kamens Bpesasicsi MHe B 1100 — Tynoi, Tsok€nsiil yaap. Ho s He B3npornyna. He nmouyBcTBOBasia
6oiu.

Tospko BUOpaLMIO, IOHOCAILYIOCS O Yepena, Kak 3X0 B ITyCTON KOMHarTe.

CJ10BHO OBLJIa ITOJI AHECTE3UEM.

Ha! Anecre3us. Bor yero He xBatano stomy mupy... O, ecim Obl y MeHs ObUT OBl ellie OfiuH
maHe. .. A BAPYT s cMora Obl ee n3odpectu?

U TyT ke spKas BCIIBIIIKA MBICIH TOMepKJiIa. 5 3Hana, yto maHca He Oyner. Mup Tak U He
y3HaeT, 4To 00JIb MOXHO YHSTh. UTO TsDKesble pofibl — 3TO He NMPUTOBOP U HE MCTIHITAHWE Ha BBIHOC-
JIMBOCTD U CUILY...

B roprne crosimm ciessl. §1 Bep cTONBKO Moria Obl caenats. .. Ecim Obl He cMepTb. ...

S ma — u He yyBCTBOBasa HOT. MeHs BenM — U 51 HE CONpPOTHUBIIsUIack. Tonna Kpuvyaia — u
3BYKM JOHOCWJIMChH U3/1ajieKa, OyATO CKBO3b TOJICTOE, HEMPOOUBAEMOE CTEKJIO.

Vnap, ewe ynap.

Bonb — 310 curnant. $1 yumna 3To B UHCTUTYTE: OOJb MpeLypeskIaeT, O0Ib JIeUnT, OOJb CriacaerT.
Bosnp — Ham coro3Huk 1 Apyr. XoTs MHOrMe AyMaloT UHAYe.

Ho sta 60i1b. .. 312 G011h HEe MMena near. OHa He 3amumana MeHs. He npenynpesxnana.

Ona npocto youBasa. Kaxaplil KaMeHb B JIMIO, KQXKAbI BBIKPUK TOJIbl — HE paHa, KOTOPYIO
MOJKHO 3allUTh.

IT0 M3HacuIo0BaHue Tymu. W g BApyr NoHsANA: g HE XO4y 3TO YyBCTBOBaTh. He X0uy moMHHUTH
BKYC KPOBM Ha I'y0ax, He XOuy IIOMHUTb, KaK €ro IJ1a3a OTBEPHYJIHMCh OT MEHs Ha TPOHE.

[Mycth 3a6epért. [ycth €M 3a0eper BcE — oduy, JI0O0Bb, HaeKy. Jlydllle OHEMeHHe, YeM
9Ta aroHus. Jlydiie BeyHas 3MMa B IpyJH, YeM €UI€ OAUH yap IO CEpaLyy.

[Toromy uTO 60JIb — 3TO emE KU3Hb. A 1... 51 OoJbIIe HE X0y KUTh BOT TaK.
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I'naBa 18

W nén cnoBHO oTKMKHYICA. OH Hamonsal, a s yke He 4yBcTBOBajla 00 OT yAApOB.

Ho camoe crpanHoe, st 601bIlie He 4yBCTBOBANA, KaK CEpIIie pa3phIBaeTCsl HA YaCTH OT OOMIbI
Y JIIOOBU.

CI0BHO 3TOT JIEN, OKYTaBLIMKA CEpALE, TpeBpaTwiIcs B OKOBBI. [lyma eme Hputa. Ho cepaue yxe
HeT... OHO 3aMEp3IIo.

ITonMocTKM BBIPOC/M NIEpeJ0 MHOM — IpyOble, HECTpYTraHble JOCKH, MOKPBIThIE KOPKOM Jibja 1
CHETOM, KOTOPBIM CUMCTHJIM NIEPEH, TEM, KAK 3aCTaBUTh MEHS IIArHyTh Ha IIEPBYIO CTYIIEHBKY.

Ha Hux crosan manay: qetMHa B KammomoHe. B pykax oH aepXkail Tonop ¢ NOTEPTOM PYKOATHIO,
M3Ma3aHHOM YeM-TO TEMHBIM. B 1ieHTpe crosin neHb. OrpoMHBIN, TOJICTHIM, C TEMHBIMU IISITHAMU B
ueHTpe. OH HallOMUHAJ T€ ITHU B MACHOM OTJEJI€ PhIHKA, HA KOTOPBIX Pa3/eJIbIBAINA TYLIU CBUHEMN.
Te camble, Iie KUIIKY BBIBAIMBAJIMCH HAPYXKY, @ MyX! KPYKWIN HaJ, €€ TEMJIBIM MACOM.

A pAIOM C THEM KOp3UHKA.

MeHns BeIpBalIO.

He Ha 3emumio — BHyTpb. 7Kenynok cBepHYJICS KOMKOM, TOPJIO CXKaJl Ca3M, U s TOYYBCTBOBAIA,
KaK KMCJIOTa OOKUTaeT MUILIEBO U3HYTPH.

Horu nozpkocunuck. Mbliipl nepectaiy ciymarbes, OyITo ux nepepes3aim HoxkoM. MeHs BTa-
IIAJIA Ha TIOMOCT 3a pyKHu — rpy0o, 6e3 riepemonmii. Kamens ¢ mens cHsun. Koka Ha 1mee ocranach
MOKPOH — HE OT II0Ta, @ OT KPOBU MO30JIEU, CMELLIAHHOM CO JIBIOM.

CrpaxHMK CXBaTWJI MEHS 3a OCTATKU BOJIOC U MOTALLWII K IIEHbKY. Ero nasslipl BIUIKCH B KOKY
TrOJIOBBI, BhIAMpast KopHU. Ho s He mouyBcTBOBasia 6omm. Tomnbko naBienue. TombKo IBMKEHHE.

MeHs rpy0o yJIOXHWIM Ha TIEHb.

[Ilexa kOcHy/Iach MIEPIIABOIO, BJIAXKHOIO IEPEBA, IPOIUTAHHOTO YY;KOM CMEPTHIO. S morsITa-
JIaCh 32KMYPHUTBCS, HO BEKH He cilyImanuch. OHM 3aCTBUIM B TTOTYPACKPBITOM COCTOSIHUHM, OYATO X
CKOBaJIM JIbAOM. §1 BUJENa JMoAel, Bujiena cepocTb HeOa, BUjiesia KpbIIli JOMOB. .. Buaena nrui. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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