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AHHOTaAMSA

Ha cBete cymiecTByeT MHOXECTBO JIET€H I, M Cefyac mepes BamMu
ofHa U3 TakuxX. Bc€ Hauyanoch AAaBHBIM-IABHO C JKeJIaHUS OIHOTO
“MIlepaTopa 3alojyuyuTh BEYHYIO XW3Hb. M, Kak HU CTpaHHO,
ero skejanue cObUIOCh. BoT Tonpko miata 3a OeccMeprue Obuia
HEMOMEPHO BBICOKOM, a TOTOMY TMPHUIIIOCh 3aKPHIThCA OT BCETO
MHpa ¥ COCPEIOTOUUTCS JIMIIL Ha TOM, YTOOBI KaK MOJKHO IOJIBIIE
MpozJIeBaTh CBOE OeccMepTHOE cocTosiHre. HaBepHoe, OHO MOIIIO Obl
IJIUThCS BEYHO, €civ Obl HEe OIMH BOPUINIKA, PEIMBIIAA POOpaThCs
BO JIBOpEI], YTOOBI BBIKPACTh TMOPTPET OECCMEPTHOTO HMITEPATOPA.
OrTciofa 1 HAYMHAETCs Hallla APEBHSS U KyTKas JIeTeHAa, KOTOPYIO 5
XO4y BaM MOBE/IATh.
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Erop CokoJioB
Jlerenga: Umneparop
3aTOIJIEHHON CTOJIMIbI

I'nmaBa 1

DTa UCTOPUS CIIYyYMJIaCh OYEHD JABHO B OIHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE,
Ha3BaHUE KOTOPOTo ObLJIO CTEPTO M3 MaMsATH. Kak v moioxkeHo
JIEreH/1aM, 3Ty MHOT'O pa3 NepecKa3blBasIv, IPUYKPAIIMBAJIH, CO-
Kpallaju U, Ha000poT, T00ABISAIM BCE HOBBIX JieTajieil. MeHsn
MMEHa repoeB, MeCTo JCUCTBUS M KOHIIOBKY. Jlerenia Obuia To
KYTKOW — B Ha3WJaHUE MOJIOJIOMY TIOKOJICHUIO, YTOOBI T€ TIOHU-
MaJIu, KaK He CTOUT ceOs BECTU, TO JIETKOU M pPOMAHTUYHOM — [T
TeX, KTO CTPACTHO XkeJiaJl KpacuBo oOBH. KTo-TO ¢ Garorose-
HUEM BEPUJI KaXKIOMY CJIOBY, a APYTrHe JUIb OTMAXUBAIUCH OT
3TOM UCTOPUH, KaK OT HA30MIMBOU MyXxU. HUKTO U3 HbIHE KUBY-
MX OOJIbIIIE HE CMOXET PaccKa3aTh BaM UTO TOT/Ia TPOU3OIILIO.
HukTto, kpome MeHs1. A BepuTh B 9TO WM HET — peliaTh BaM.

Kaxercs, nereHabl CTOMT HAa4YMHATH CO CJIOB “IaBHBIM-IAB-
HO”? Ho BBI 3TO M TaK 3HaeTe, Tak 4TO MO3BOJIBTE MHE OITYCTUTh
nofiooHbIe (POPMATLHOCTH. DTO OBLIIO HEOOJIBIIIOE KOPOJIEBCTBO,
HO Yy TIpaBUTEIs €ro ObUTM OYeHb Oosbive aMOuu. OH MogoI-
Iy U3ydasl KapThl MECTHOCTH, 3KeJlasl 3aXBaTUTh BCE MPHJIETalo-



e 3emii. OH ObUT YBEpEeH B CHJIAX CBOEH apMUH, a TIOTOMY Ha-
3bIBaJI ceOst He nHaue Kak Mmmeparop. U Bce, KTo K Hemy o6pa-
IIajicst, 00s13aHbI ObUTH JeJ1aTh Takxke. OIHAKO )KU3Hb YesioBeve-
CKasl OuYeHb KOPOTKa M MUMOJIETHA, U Haill Mimneparop 00 3Tom
3HAJI, a IOTOMY KYTKO OOSIJICSI CMEPTH.

OH pa3ocyajn roHIOB MO0 BCEMY MUPY, YTOOBI OHU TPUBEITH
€My KOJIIyHOB U MaroB, KOTOpble OTKPbLIN Obl VIMIiepaTopy cek-
per 6eccmeptusi. Ho Bce KOJIyHBI TBEPAUIM OIHO U TO KE —
OeccMepTHBIM OBITh HEBO3MOXKHO, MOXKHO JIMIIB MPOUTUTH cede
JKU3Hb Ha Mapy COTEH JIET, 1a U TO, MOKEPTBOBAB CBOUM 3/10-
poBbeM. MIMriepaTopa He pajJloBaJid TaKWE€ OTBEThI, TOITOMY OH
IIPUKA3aJI YHUUYTOXKUTH BCEX KOJIYHOB M MaroB 3a BPaHbE, a cam
3arepcsi B CBOMX IMOKOsIX, He MycKasi K ceOe Taxe KeHY U JeTeu.
N BoT onHax bl B KOMHary MiMniepaTopa nocryyasu BEpHbIU CITy-
ra, CKa3aB, YTO OJVH HE3HAKOMeIll XkesaeT Bcrpeun ¢ Mimneparo-
poM. MMnepaTtop ckazal, 4To He KeJIaeT HUKOTO BUJIETh.

— Ho, Bame BennuectBo, — 3aMAMIINI Cilyra 4yepe3 JBepb. —
ITOT HE3HAKOMEII XOUeT MoBeAaTh Bam cekper beccMepTusi.

[Mocne sTux cinoB imneparop BOCIIpsisl JyXOM U ITpUKa3ai 6o-
raTto HAKpbITh CTOJ. VMIiepaTop NpuHApsAAWICA U caM BbILIEN K
roctio. OH HAKOPMUJI €r0 JyYITUMH OTI0JaMU W HAIlOWJT JIOPO-
T'MM BMHOM, TIOCJI€ Y€ro MPUITIACKA MY3bIKAaHTOB Y TAHUOBILIHII,
na0bl pa3Biieub rocts. Mimmeparopa He CMYIIAJU HA CTPaHHBINA
Haps/l HE3HAKOMIIA, HU €0 BHEIIHOCTb, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOXHO
OBbLJIO HUKAK OIHUCATb.

— Hapneroch, Tol 10BOJIEH BceM 3TUM? Pacckaxu MHe O cekpe-



Te OeccMepTHsi, U Thl KQXAbIN eHb OyJelb POBOJUTH UMEHHO
Tak! — mooGeran mmepatop.

— S pacckaxy, — JIEHUBO OTO3BAJICSI HE3HAKOMEIL. — TOJIbKO He
IIPYU NMOCTOPOHHUX YIIAX...

WmniepaTop ¥ cam He XOTe AEUThCS TAKUMU CEKPETaMH, T10-
TOMY TIPUIJIACHJI €r0 B CBOY TIOKOU, IMPHUKA3aB CIyraM He Oecrio-
KOUTh UX.

— A tenepsp — pacckasbiBail! — nosesen Mimneparop.

— Yro ), — HE3HAKOMeELl YXMbUIbHYJICA. — CeKpeT JOBOJIBHO
nipoct. [Iponait apsiBoity ymny.

XOTb TOJIOC 3TOTO CTPAHHOTO MY)KYMHBI M ObLIT CJIaZI0K U Oap-
XaTeH, HO C Ty CJIeTesIn YKacHble BeIllM, OT KOTOPbIX Y JI0O0ro
BCE TEJIO MOKPBLIOCh Obl MypalTKaMH.

— Yt0? — BoT 1 Ham Mimmepatop ObLT HamyraH. — 1 He Mory
nponarth Ayiry... Beab oH 3a0epeT e€ u 1 BCE paBHO OyIy cMepT-
HbIM !

— [a, mocagHo, — He3HaKOMEll OKMHYJ nokou Mmmneparopa
B3[JISIIOM, OCTAaHOBUBILIKCH HA nopTpere MiMnepartopa u KeHbl. —
Torna, mpomai gyury CBOEM skKeHbl?

Kazanock, 4To HEBO3MOXKXHO OBbUIO CKa3aThb YTO-TO eImE 0o-
Jiee )KyTKO€, HO HE3HAaKOMEll CHOBA CMOT OLIAPAIIUATh IPABUTEJIS.
Heysxenm MOXHO MPOU3HOCUTD MOJJOOHBIE BEIIN C TAKON MSTKOW
YIIBIOKO#?

— Ho s He Mory 31010 crenarh! — HEMHOTO HEYBEpEHHO OTBe-
i1 immiepatop. — OHa Most iioOumast sKeHImHa !

Wmmneparpuiia u npaia ObUla OYeHb MpeKpacHa — Kpyrioe



MUJIOE JIMLIO, B3AEPHYTHIA HOC, AJIMHHBIE 30JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCHI,
Tou€Had (purypa. [IpaBurenn cocelHUX CTpaH BCeraa 3aBUI0BA-
s Hatiemy MiMnepaTopy, Korga BCTpedasu ero MpeKkpacHylo xe-
HY.

— ¥V Te0s emé ectb 10Yb, — YIBIOAJICSI TEM BpEMEHEM He3Ha-
Komell. — TBOsI J0Ub CMOXKeT pOANTh TeOe BHYKOB U BHYYEK, KO-
TOpbIE, B CBOIO OUYepe/ib, POAST MPABHYKOB U MPABHYYEK. . .

— 41 He noHuUMal0, K Yemy Thl BEJEIIb, — TUXO CKazal Mmre-
parop.

Koneuno, mneparop nonnma, Kk 4emy BEAET HE3HAKOMEI,
HO CTpax CKOBBIBAJI JIyIIly, & pa3yM OTKa3bIBAJICS BEPUTDH B YCIIbI-
maHHoe. OH Tak MHOTO JIeT UCKaJl CeKpeT OeccMepTHsl, a OH OKa-
3aJICS1 HACTOJIBKO K€ MPOCT, HACKOJIBKO U yKaceH?

— Bc€ mpocto, — He3HaKOMeIl B3/I0XHYII, TOCUYUTAB coOece -
HUKa DIyMIoM. — Ecim Tel Oyielnb mpoaBath Y1y IeBYIIEK, TO
TBOSI ’KM3Hb NpoanuTcs. OTaail ayily xKeHsbl, a [IOTOM JI0YepH, a
MIOTOM BHYYKH, TIOTOM IIPaBHYYKH U TaK jajee. Takum oOpa3zom,
ThI CTaHEeIb OECCMEPTHHIM!

Peub He3HaKoMIIa OblIa OTBPATUTENILHOM, HO cMepTH Mmrie-
parop 6osiyics cuibHee, o3ToMy OH cortacuiics. C Tex mop, Ko-
I/1a B CeMbe POXIAIach AEBOUKA, €€ yJacTh OblIa Mpeorpee-
JIeHa — KaK TOJIbKO OHA POIIUT JI0Ub, €€ yIia OyJeT MpojiaHa Jibsi-
BOJTY, YTOOBI MPOJTUTSH KU3Hb MiMmiepatopa. Bripouem, okpyxa-
I0LIME HE 3HAJIM YTO MMeHHO VMrieparop Aesaer ¢ AeBYyLIKAMU,
BeJ/Ib OHU MPOCTO OIHAKBI UCUe3a OeccleJHO, a TIPaBUTEb
IPOIOIIKAN KUTh. He3HakoMmel ke Toxe OecceqHo ucues, Oy-



TO €ro 1 He ObLJIO.
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—IIpomy Bac, rocnioxa, He BepTuTeCh, — Oypyasia crapas Ciy-
’KaHKa, TyTro 3aTAruBasi KOpceT Ha MOJIOO ocode.

— MHe gpliaTh HeUYeM, — 3aXpUIiesa JeByIlKa.

— Ilorepniure HemHOrO! — Crapylika Kak cleayeT 3aTsHylia
KOPCET U JIOBKO 3aliHypoBana. — Bor! Ceituac npunecy ruiatbe!

CryxaHKa BBIIILIA U3 KOMHATBI, OCTABUB I0HYIO 0COOY OIHY.
JleBy1iKa rorsiTagach pa3Bs3arh y3ei, YToObl OCTa0UTh KOPCET,
HO CTapyIKa OblJIa MacTepoM CBOETO JieJia, TI03TOMY I0HasI Jie-
IM JIAIIb TUXO 3aCTOHaJIa, OOJIOKOTHBIIKMCH PYKOH O JOPOToe
3epKaJIo C MO30JI0YEHHOM paMKOil. AX, 9Ta I0oHas ocoba Obuia
oueHb MpesniectHa codoii! HeBbICOKOTo pocTa, ¢ KPyIJIbIM JIMIIOM,
B3JEPHYTHIM HOCOM, MaJIeHbKMMU ITyXJ1biMu TyOkamu! Ho Busie-
71 OBl BBI €€ OOJTBIIINE I71a3a YalHOTO 11BETa M JJTMHHBIE 30JI0TH-
CTbI€ BOJIOCBHI, COOpaHHbIE B KPACHBYIO 3aMbICTIOBATYIO ITPUYEC-
Ky, YKpallleHHYIO AparolieHHbIMUA KaMHsIMU U 1iBeTamu! ToHkas
OCHHAsl TaJlusl, IPy[lb CPEJHEro pa3Mepa, KOTopast 3aMETHO Bbl-
Jensi1ach U3-3a TYroro kopcera. bénpa v Horu ObUIM CKPBITHI O]
KapKacoMm Jis 100Ku. M0oXHO GECKOHEUHO JI0TO OMUChIBATh Ha-
11y MPUHIIECCY, HO 51 He Oyy Bac OOJIbIIE YTOMIISTH CBOMM BOC-
XUILIEHUEM.

— U 3aueM 3TO BCE HYKHO, — CEpAWIIACh JEBYIIIKA.

Eil ObUIO CJIOKHO JIBINIATh U MEPEABUTaThbCs B ITOM Hapsijie,
a CBepXy eIlé MPeACTOsIO HAAeTh TEMHO-(PUOJIETOBOE IIENIKO-
BOE TUIAThe C JJIMHHBIMUA PyKaBaMH, OOIIMTOE 30JI0THIMU KpY-



JKEBAMH U JIparolieHHbIMU KaMHsIMU. [la, sl XOpOIIIO MIOMHIO TOT
JeHb. JleByIiKka Me/IJIeHHO IBUHYJIAch K OaikoHy. OHa OTaEpHY-
J1a G0PAOBBIE 3aHABECKU B CTOPOHY, OTKPbLIA IBEPD U BHIIILIA HA-
PYKy, He oOpaliiasi BHUMaHUsI Ha CBOW BHEITHUH BUJ. CBEXUN
BO3/IyX HEMHOTO B30oApwII AeBymiKy. OHa Nojonuia K Kparo 6a-
KOHa, ONePIINCh PyKaMU O 3arpakieHue, MOIHsLIa FOJIOBY BBEPX
U CJIeTKa yIbIOHY/IACh.

Kpacusoe rony6oe He60, 10 KOTOpOMY OBICTPO ILJIbUTH yIIIU-
CThIe 00JlaKa, OKpallieHHble B 30JI0TUCTHIN 1IBET coHa. Ho BoT
Hallla MPUHIIECCA OIMYCTUJIA TOJIOBY BHU3, U YJIBIOKA TIOKMHYJIA
e€ nuno. BHU3y neByIika yBuaenaa ropoa — cepbiii, oOlapnan-
HbII, cKy4HbIid. Ha 310 1 ipaBaa 6bu10 04eHb OOJIbHO CMOTPETb.
Vuiie! 3anonHeHbl TPSIZHON BOJOH — 3TO peKa BhIIILIa U3 Oepe-
TOB MoJIBeKa Ha3al. Ho oy yke mpuBbIKJIN )KUTh B BOAE, KOTO-
pasi MHOT/Ia MPEBbIIIaIa UX POCT, IOITOMY MTPOCTO He OOpariaim
BHUMaHUs1. KoHeuHo, jierye Obl ObUTO MEpeHecTH ropof, HO s
9TOrO MPUIILIOCh ObI CHOCUTh M 3aMOK, B KOTOPOM Celvac Haxo-
Jwiack ieByiika. HamHOro sierde ObUIo MOCTPOUTH CTEHY BOKPYT
3aMKa, 4TOOBI BOjIa Clofla He TpOHUKasa. Tak permim apucto-
Kparbl. HeKOTOpBIE 101 CTau CTPOUTH CBOM JIOMa Ha 11atdop-
Max, TIbITasICh IOHATH UX HAJl BOJIOW, UTO YIAaBAJIOCh HEMHOT M,
a BOJIA KaXK/IbliA TOJ] MOJHUMAJIACH BhIlle. [{pyrue yiuiisl B ropo-
Jie yXke TOHOCTBIO ObLIM 3aTOIUIEHBI, TOJILKO BOT, HUKOTO 3TO,
TIOXO0%ke, He BOJTHOBAJIO.

Jlionu B ropoe ObLIM Takue ke OOIIApIaHHbIE, KaK W CTEHBI
UX JOMOB, Ka3aJIoCh, UYTO B TOPOJIE KUBYT TOJIBKO OeIHSIKU. Bo-



Jiee 3HaTHBIE OCOOBI CTPOMIIM cebe JIoMa TaM, IJie BoJa He MOorJa
UX JIOCTaTh, & TOPOJI YK€ JaBHO ObUT HUKOMY HE HYXKEH, pa3Be
YTO, CIUPATH C JIIOAEU HAJOTY Ha TIOCTPOUKY JaMObl BOKPYT TO-
pora, KOTopylo, BIIpOYeM, HUKTO He COOUpAJICS CTPOUTH. A Beflb
KOI/Ia-TO 3TOT TOPOJI OBLT BEJIMKOM CTOJUIICH, CIofa TTpUe3Kain
KYTIIIBI CO BCETO MUPA, YTOOBI IPE/IJIOKUTH CBOM TOBAP M KYITUTh
YTO-TO B3aMeH, HO Tereph KYIIIbl PUE3KAITHU JIUIIIb 3aTEM, UTO-
Obl TPOJABATH, []a U MPUE3KaIM OHU JuIb K MMmnepatopy. [a u
KyIIIB JT1 9TO Oblin? JleByIiKa Obl TSKEJIO B30XHYIA, HO KOPCET
MelIasl e 3To caenaTh. M TyT OHa yciiplllana B CBOEM KOMHATE
KaKOW-TO IPOXOT.

— Heyxenu T€ryika BepHyJach C IUIaTbeM? — MOMOPLIUB-
IIKCh, JEBYIIKA pellnjia BEPHYTbCS B KOMHATy. — TETyIIKa, Bbl
He MeHs uiere? S 3necs!

Heymika 3amepna Ha mecte. [locpeny e€ KOMHAThI CTOSUT BbI-
COKMI MOJIOJOM MapeHb, Aepka B pykax noprper Mmmeparo-
pa. YépHble B3bEPOIIEHHBIE BOJIOCHI, JABHO HEMBIThIE, OBAJIbHOE
JIMIIIO, TOHKHE TYOBI, MPSIMOW HOC, HEOOBIYAHO TOTyObIe TJ1a3a.
CubHBIE PYKH, HaKaueHHOe 3aropenoe Teno. He HEM He ObuIo
00yBu. OH OBUT OIET B I'PS3HYIO pBaHYIO pyOaIky u OexeBbie
MEIIIKOBAaThIE ILITAHbl C KAPMAHAMMU, 3aKaTaHHBIE /10 KojieHa. [la-
PEeHb C MHTEPECOM U3yYall HEIUIOXylo (pUrypy NEBYIIKH, a Ae-
BYIIIKAa HE MOTJIA CIIBUHYTHLCS C MeCTa OT yauBieHus. Ila, ta cu-
Tyauus OblJla OYeHb HEJIOBKOM 7151 HAIlIEH MTPUHIIECCHI, TOITOMY
OHA TaK pacTepsiyach.

— Oxpana! [Tomorure! — yciplaam OHA BU3T CTapOU CITyKaH-



KH.

OHa Kak pa3 BEpHyJIach C IUIAThbeM, HO, YBUJIEB MAPHUIIIKY,
C KpYKaMH BbIOEkajia U3 KOMHATHI, YTOOBI TIO3BAaTh HA TIOMOIIIb.
TyT e B JBEPHOM IIpOEMe MoKa3ajiach napouka pbinapeit. Ila-
peHb uTo-TO OYpKHYJI ceOe 1moj Hoc, B3su1 mopTpeT MmMriepaTopa
IOl MBIIIKY W OpocHiics K OalKOHY, rie crosiia AeBymmka. OH
HEYKJIIO)KE OTTOJIKHYJI €€ C IOpPOrM, OTYEro Ta IUIIOXHYJIACh Ha
1071, OOJTIBHO YIIMOWB MATYIO TOUKY.

— W3BuHU! — ycrien KpUKHYTh €d MapeHb U TYT e JIOBKO
CTIPBITHYJ C OaJIKOHA.

JleByllka omapanieHo CMOTpeia eMy Beiel. DTa BeTpeva 3a-
MIOMHUTCS €11 HaJIONTO, YK 51 BaM 00emiaro.

— 3a HUM! — KpPUKHYJ OJUH U3 PhILIAPE, TOXKE CIIPbITUBasi C
OaJIKoHa, TTOKA BTOPOU eI He PUCKOBATh U CITyCTUTHCS BHU3
HOPMAaJIbHBIM CITIOCOOOM.

Hano ormeTuTs, 4TO phIIIApH U OXpaHa B 3aMKe He ObUIN OCO-
OEHHO PaCTOPOITHBIMH.

— I'ocrioxka, Bbl HE paHEHBI? — CIIy’KaHKa TYT Ke MOMJIEeTeNa K
JIEBYIIKE, TIOMOrasi €M BCTATh.

— Bcé xoportio, — yneiOHyIach AeBYIIKA.

— l'ocnoxka, ¢ BaMM HUYEro HE CIyYWIOCh? — B KOMHATY TYT
K€ BJIETENI TPETUM PHILIAPB U Cpa3y MOKPAaCHEN, YBUIEB B KAKOM
BHUE ceryac 1oHas ocooda.

— Nwmeiite coBecTb! — rapkHyJ/ia Ha HEToO cTapas CllyKaHKa.

— Bor usBpaiieHen, — TMXO BBIIOXHY/A JAEBYIIKA, BCE el
CMOTpSI BCJIEl TOMY MAPHUIIKE, KOTOPbI HEMOHATHO KakK MOMnajl



K HEll B MIOKOM.
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— ArHecc, Tl B Nopsiike? — B KOMHATY JEBYIIIKH BOPBAJICS
BBICOKMI MOJIOJIOW Y€JIOBEK.

A 310 Haul niepBbiil puHL. Ero TéMHO-pychie BOJIOCHI Cllerka
pactpenamuce. [lapa myroBuil Ha Gemoi pyOarike ObLTH HE 3a-
CTETHYTHI, caMa OHa ObLJIa HE 3arpaBiieHa B YEPHbIC KPACHBbIC
HITaHbl — BUJIHO, YTO MAPEHb TOPONMIICA ofieThes. Ero cepelie ria-
3a cepanTO Oerai 1o KOMHaTe, MbITasich Koro-To HauT. He 00-
paiiasi BHUMaHUsI Ha TO, YTO CTapasl CIy:KaHKa KPyTUJIach BO-
Kpyr ATHecc, IonpasJisis e€ Hapsii U OyOHs IOl HOC O TOM, 4TO
HYKHO CTY4aTbCsl, MOJIOJIOW YeJIOBEK KUHYJICS K OaJIKOHY, UTOOBI
yOeIUThCsI, 9TO TAM HUKOTO HET.

— Ycnokoiics, I'peropu, BcE€ B OpsiIKE, BOPUILIKA yKE YIIET,
— CKYyYalollliM TOHOM OTO3BaJIach JIEBYIIIKA.

— 4 3nar0! D10 A MMUHO ero novmal! [orpedyo camoe cTpo-
roe HakaszaHHe 3a TO, YTO OH MOCMeN OOMIEeTh MOI0 cecTpy! —
cepauics ['peropu, pacxaxkuBasi o KOMHare.

— Toi OBl JTy4IIIe MOMIEN, OfIENICA, — YCMEXHYJIach JIeBYIIKA. —
Ckopo o6en. Umnieparop Oyaet HeI0BOJIEH, €CIM YTO-TO MOUJET
HE TaK.

— YeproB manpumika! — I'peropu pyrayics. — Kak Tonbko
ocMmer. . .

[Mocrne 3TOr0 MOJIOAOM YeNIOBEK OBICTPO BbLIETEN U3 KOMHATHI
cectpbl. Hamn nepBblit ipuHI] TOrAa ObLT OUeHb BCIBUIHYMB, HO
BMECTE C TEM XOJIOAEH U rajianTeH. MHoOrue 1aMel OTIaIH OBl BCE,



JMIIH Obl UMETh BO3MOKHOCTh XOTh UyTOUKY C HUM ToOece1o-
Bath. Ho I'peropu nnTepecoBasio ik 1o, Kak 00€30macuTh 3a-
MOK OT He3BaHbIX rocteil. OH o0ydasicsl phlllapCKOMY ey, OT-
JlaBajl TOMY Bcero ceOsl M He TIOHACIBIIIKE 3HaJI, YTO B T€ Bpe-
MEHA B 3aTOIJIEHHOM I'OpOJIE TBOPUJIUCH BCSIKME HEXOPOIILIUE Be-
. Ho 1oHoIa B TOT A€Hb Tak M HE MOHSI — KaK UMEHHO Jep3-
KU BOPUIIIKA YMYIPHUIICS TPOOPaThesl B 3aMOK. Takoro mpexne
He rpoucxoauio. [Tosromy Haiil nepBblil TPUHIT ObUT TAK B3BOJ-
HOBaH U 30]1.

— CerozHsl MeHsI IIeNbIA AeHb OyIyT 3aCTaBaTh B HEMPHIINY-
HOM BUje? — cepauiach ArHecc.

— Iotepriute rocroxa, CKOpPO BCE 3aKOHUMTCS, — YCIIOKOUJIA
€€ CITyXKaHKa.

— He monumaio, — mpogomkana Oyp4aTh AeByIIKa. — 3a4emM
Wmrniepatopy MpUCTIMYMIIO MPUIIAINIATH BCEX Ha 3BaHbBIA 00/
Tak ckopo? Heyxenu Henb3s ObuTo noteprnets? MHe Be/ib UCTION-
HWJIOCh BOCEMHA/IIaTh BCEro JBa JHS Ha3aj!

JeBymika Oypuasia cebe 1oj HOC, a TETYIIKA He CMeJia el HU-
4yeM oTBeTUTh. OHM 06e TOHMMAJIY 3a4eM HyKeH 3ToT ooen. Nm-
niepaTop B TaKMX Belllax ObL1 HEMIPEKJIOHEH M HEeHaBUJIEN Hapy-
1IaTh TPaJULIUN.

— BoT 1 rotoBO! — pajoCcTHO 3asBUIIA CTapylIKa, paccMaTpy-
Basl I0HYI0 0cOo0y CO BCeX CTOPOH. — Bac :kayT B 3aJie uepe3 Mu-
HyTY!

C 3TuMU CcllOBaMM CTapyllKa MOKHWHY/a KOMHATY JEBYILIKH.
ATrHecc HEeMHOTO TIOKPYTHJIACh Y 3epKajia, paccMarpuBas ceos,



a 3aTeM OTIIPaBWJIACh HA BBIXOJ, HO ABEPb BHE3AITHO PaCIaxHy-
JIach, ¥l HA He€ ¢ OOBATHSAMU HAKUHYJICS TTAPEHEK, OJIETHIN B Kpa-
cuBbIi KocTioM. OH ObLJT OYeHb TTOXOK Ha JEBYIIIKY, TOJIBKO ObLIT
HECKOJIbKO BBIIIIE POCTOM. DTO ObLT HAIll BTOPOId TIPUHII.

— CectpéHka! — pagoBajcs oH. — DTO MpaBa, 4to K Tede B
KOMHATy BOPBAJICS KAKOM-TO HE3HAKOMEL?

— Heyxenu yxe Bech 3aMOK 3HaeT? — ycTajlo B30XHYJA Jie-
BYILIKA.

— A 10! — MapeHEK OTOMIEN OT CECTPhI HA MApy 1IaroB.

— CoM, a yero Thl TAKOM PaJOCTHBIM? — CIpOcHia ATHeCC.

— OH XOTb KpacHuBbIi ObUT? — C YIBIOKOU CIIPOCHJT TTAPEHEK.

— He 3Hato... Yro 3a Bonpockl Takue? — ArHecc HEMHOIO 3a-
MSUIACh U TOKPACHEA.

— A mipaBpia, 4to oH TeOs rosoi Bues? — CaM MOHU3UIT TOJIOC.

— Yro?! — neByika rycro 3ajmiach Kpackou. — Tel rae Takoro
HaxBaraicsa?! 1 He ronas Obuial

CsM pacxoxoTasicsi ¥ CHOBA IMOCIIENINA OTOUTH MOAAJIbILE OT
CecTpbl, YTOOBI HEe TIONYUYUTh 3arpenivHy. Co BTOPIM MPUHIIEM
Hala npuHiiecca Opiia Kyga 6mmske. CaM Beeraa Beceau e€, Ko-
I/1a BUZEJ, UTO CECTPe IPYCTHO, HO B TOT JIeHb ero 6e33a00THOCTD
HE MOIJIa paccesiTh TOCKY Haied OeJHON MPUHIIECCHI.

— [Nomumu GpicTpee, Tam Bee 3axaanch! — CaM mokaza s3bIK
Y BbIOEKaJI U3 KOMHATBHI.

—Hy 51 Te0s1! — Araecc Obl O4eHb XOTeJsIa ceiiuac IorHaTh Opat-
11a, HO HapsA MeUlall eil 3TO clieNaTh.

OHa KaK MOXHO TJTyOXe BIOXHYJIA, MPUITOJHSIIA TTOHOJ Tia-



Thsl ¥ OTIPABUJIACh B 3aJ1, TJie yXke coOpaiuchk roctu. JeByIika
IIPOILIA IO KOPUJOPY M OCTAHOBWJIACH HABEPXY IIMPOKOM JIECT-
HUIIBL. 3aJ1 ObLI IPOCTO OrPOMEH. BRICOKHMI MOTOJIOK, C KOTOPOTo
CBHCAJIa 30J10Tas1 JIOCTPA, HECKOJIBKO OOJIBIINX OKOH, B KOTOpBIE
BCTaBJICHBI IIBETHbIE CTEKJIA, MATh OEJIbIX KOJIOHH, MOIEPXKIBA-
IOIIMX TOTONOK. B 1ieHTpe 3ama ObUIo OrpOMHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO
IUTSL TaHIIEB, CIpaBa ObLT PACTOJIOKEH MOCTAMEHT, Ha KOTOPOM
CTOSUIM MY3bIKaHTBI. B KOHIIE HAKPBITHI CTOJIBI, KOTOPBIE PacIio-
naramick OykBoit “I1”. 3a nieHTpabHbBIM cTOJIOM cupen cam Vm-
nIepaTop — BHICOKUH, YTPIOMBIN MYyXKUHMHA, 3aKyTAHHBIIA B OOratsie
onexapl. Ero kBagparHoe JUIO BCEraa BbIPaXkaso JIMILIb THEB.
Bosocs! korga-To JaBHO ObLIIM TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOIO OTTEHKA, HO
BOIIPEKU BCEMY pa3yMHOMY, C BO3pAaCTOM CTAHOBUJIMCh BCE TEM-
Hee. Cepble XOJIOAHBIE IVIa3a HUKOIIA HE BBIPAKAJIXA SMOLMH, a
TOHKHeE T'yObl Bcerja ObLIH TUIOTHO CKAaThI, OY/ITO MPABUTENb YeM-
TO HeJloBojIeH. [ToBepsTe MHe, Bbl Obl TOUHO HE XOTEJU BCTpe-
TUTh YeJIOBEeKa, OJOOHOTO eMy.

[lo mpaByio pyky ot immepaTopa cuaenu 1Ba cTapimx opara
Arnecc — Cam u I'peropu. Kak s yxe roBopuit, Cam Obu1 My1aj-
e I'peropu u BEN ceds He Kak NpuHIL, a ['peropu, HaNpoOTUB,
ObLT OYEHb CIIOKOMHBIM U PacCyJUTESbHBIM, XOTb M BCIIBUIbYH-
BbIM, 1T03TOMY C3M CHJeN pa3sBaJMBIIUCh HA CTYyJIE U CKy4alo-
IIMM B3[JISIIOM OKWBIBAJI IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIMX, a I'peropu cuaen
POBHO M CEpOMTO KOCWJICS Ha cBoero Oparua. Takxke psaom c
HUMM CUZEN UX OTEL] — BBICOKMI MYKYMHA, KOTOPOMY Ha TOT 4ac
VICTIOJIHWJIOCH YK€ COPOK TPH T'OJA, YKE C MOCEAEBIIMMU BOJIOCA-



Mu. B3risag ero kapux ria3 ObuT O€3KM3HEHHBIM C TeX 0P, Kak
yMepJia ero keHa. AxX, Kak MHe OOJIbHO BCTIOMHHATb €ro CyIpy-
Ty...

MyxuuHa ObLT KpacuB cOOOM, HO 10 O6e3ymMus JIOOWIT MaTh
CBOMIX JIETei, MO3TOMY TOC/e €€ CMEPTH MPAKTHUYECKU HE BbI-
XOIWJI Ha JIOMU U HE pa3roBapvBaJl C JOYEPhI0, KOTOpasi ObLIa
OYeHb NoXoxka Ha Math. OH BHITJIsAAEN Kyaa crapine Mmmneparopa,
9TO OBUIO CTPAaHHBIM, HO TOBOPUTbH O TAKOM OBLIO 3arperieHo.
Panom ¢ HUM cupaen asaaa ArHece — My)KUMHA CPEJHEro pocTa
C TeTneIbHO-PYCBIMU BOJIOCAMU, CEPhIMU TJIa3aMU M aKKYPaTHbI-
MU ycamu. [siist ObUT OUYeHb Hepa3roBOpUMB, ATHeccC Ka3aaoch,
YTO OH KECTOKHI1 YeJI0BeK, 03TOMY OHa ero 6osiack. [1o ieByio
pyKy ot MMriepaTtopa cuienu Tpu 4eaoBeka, U ObUIO OHO CBO-
6oqHOE MecTo — 1St ArHecc. [leBymika oOpaTiiia BHUMaHKe Ha
HE3HAKOMBbIE el JIMIa — MyXXYMHA B BO3pacTe, yxkKe U3PSIHO I10-
CeJIeBIIINIA, CPETHErO POCTa, CJIErKa MOTHOBATHIN, PSIIOM C HUM
BBICOKMI YEPHOBOJIOCHII I0HOIIA JIET ABALATA HA BUI, C CYpO-
BBIM B3IJISIZIOM YEPHBIX I71a3 U OCTPHIMU YepPTaMU JIUIA. DTOT THIT
ATHecc He IOHPaBWJICs. BO3MOXKHO M3-3a ero XOJIOJHOTO B3IJIs-
11, WIK K€ TOTOMY, 4TO OH OBLI COBCEM HE MOX0X Ha CBOMX PO-
auteneit. Tak e TaM cujena MUIOBHIHAS JKEeHIIMHA, JIET COPO-
Ka TSATH Ha BUJ], OHA TOXe OblIa CJIeTKa MOJTHOBATa, HO 3TO e
IIJI0. YMBUTENILHO, YTO MX ChIH HE YHAC/IEIOBAJI STy TOJHOTY.
ArHecc oTMeTusIa 1po ceds, YTO CBOOOIHOE MECTO HAXOAUIIOCH
KaK pa3 psIOM C TeM TUTIOM, KOTOPbIi el He TOHpaBuiIcs. 3a 00-
KOBBIMHU CTOJIAMHY TOKE CUJIEIH JIIOJT, HO OHU HEe UTPAJTU BAXKHOU



pOJIM B CETOMIHSIITHEM Bedepe, MPOCTO JIPY3bsi CEMbH, OAPOHBI U
TOPTOBIIBI, KOTOPBIX MPHUIIACKIIN Ha 00e/ OOJbIlie KaK CBUJIETE-
Jier. ATHeCC HaTsHYyJIa MUAJIYIO YJIBIOKY U MEJICHHO JIBUHYJIACh
BIIEPET K CTONTY, CJIeTKa MPUIIOIHSIB MO0 TIaThsl, YTOOI HE Ha-
CTynuTh Ha Hero. [lepen cToioMm eByIIKa OCTAHOBUIIACH, MEJb-
KOM B3IVIsIHYJIa B I1a3a Mimneparopy, a 3aTeM CKJIOHWJIa TOJIOBY
Y TIpHcesia B PeBEPaHCE.

— 9710 MOsi TpaBHYYKa! — XBacTIMBO npockpurnen Mmmnepatop.
— IlpaBna, kpacaBuna?

JIvis o ero royocy MOXHO OBUIO TIOHSITh HACKOJIBKO HA ca-
MoMm jene crap Mmneparop.

— O 51a, oHa OyJieT OTVIMYHON KEHOW, — KUBHYJI HE3HAKOMBIT
CTapUKalllKa, MPOTUBHO XPIOKHYB.

ATrHecc clierka NoMOopIyjia HOCUK, HO 9TOI0 HUKTO HE YBU-
nen. OHa BHITPSIMIJIACK, BCE TaK ke MUJIO Yibioasich. HUKTO na-
e He MoAyMaJsl MpPeJICTaBUTh €€ MO-UMEHU, He TOBOPs O TOM,
9TOOBI KaK ClIe/IyeT Ha3BaTh BaXHBIX rocteil. Byaro 3to BcE me-
JIOYM, He UMEIIIYE HUKaKoro cMbicia. Ho s Bam ckaxy, yro M-
NEpPaTop MPOCTO HE XOTeJl TPaTUTh BPEMsl, MOITOMY MpPUKA3AJ
OMYCTUTb BCE HY/HbIE MPEACTABICHHUS.

— Mwunas, no3Hakombcs, 310 Tomac! — Mmniepatop npencra-
BWJI JEBYUIKE JIMIIb MAPHS, PAIOM C KOTOPBIM €W MPEACTOSIIO
CUJIETh.

D710 OBLIO OCKOPOUTENTBLHO, HO TOH IMIiepaTopa 3Byda, Kak
nogauka. OH CJIOBHO KHMHYJI TOJIOTHOM coOake Koctb. Caenan
OoTbIIoe OfONTKEHNE. ATHECC CEPIUTO MOAyMaia O TOM, UTO CTO-



niio Ol modmarogaputh Mimmeparopa 3a 1o, 4To XOTS ObI CKa3all
VIM$ 3TOTO IOHOIIN.

— OueHb NPUATHO, — yABIOHYIACh ATHECC, PEIlUB, UYTO HE CTO-
UT MOKA BBICTYNATb.

— Yro x, mpucaxkuBarics! Hauném Har npa3iHUYHBINA yKUH !
— Bo3BecTus1 imnieparop. — My3bIKy, noxaayucra!

OpkecTp 3aurpajl TUXyl0, HO BECEIYI0 MEJIOAMIO, a ArHecc
JBUHYJIACh 3a CBOE MecTo. ToMac BCKOUMI M YCIYXKJIMBO OTO-
IOBUHYJ edl cTyn. [leBymika cinabo yaplOHyIach Mo BCeM MpaBu-
JaM sTvKeTa. HesHakoMbli ctapuk 0 4é€M-TO 3aroBopuil ¢ Mm-
nepaTopoM, HO Tak, YToObI Cibiiai juinbs Mmneparop. ArHecc
NOKaJena, YTo KOIja-To OTKa3aaach YUUThCS YUATATh MO TyOam,
a Benb ['peropu xoten HayuuTthb e€ 3roMy. OH MOCTOSTHHO OO0s1I-
Csl, YTO C €r0 CECTPON MOTYT CIIYYUThCS BCAKHAE HEMTPUATHOCTH,
a MoToMy ObUT JIOBOJILHO KECTOK, 0Oydast e€. Hauascs cKydHbIi
Y 3ayHBIBHBIM THP, IJI€ BCE MEPETOBAPUBAINCH JPYT C JPYTOM,
YTO-TO JKMBO 00CYKJas  3ariyiast My3biky. Eciu Bb gymaere,
9TO 3TO JOBOJIBHO BeCeJI0, TO He 3a0myxaaiitech! 1 rapanTupyio
BaM, 4TO MpUEMaA CKyuHee ellé He ObIBajo, a 5 3Hal0, YTO FOBO-
pio — ObLT cBUENeM MHOTUX. Jlo yIeil AeBYIIKY AoyeTand 00-
pbIBKU (ppa3: “KpacuBas mapa’, “KejaeM UM cyacTbsi” U TOMY
nooOHOe. ATHECC MBITANACh YJIOBUTh XOTh YTO-TO TIOJIE3HOE M3
pasroBOpoB, HO €€ OTBJIEK ToM.

— C Bamu BC€ XOpoII0? — TUXO CIIPOCHUJT OH.

— IIa, a ut0? — ATHEecc paccesHHO YbIOHYJIACh.

Hama npuniiecca HUKak He oxuaana, Yto ToM 3aroBOpUT €



Heil.

— Bul BHIISIIMTE TaK, OYATO y Bac 4TO-TO OOJNUT, — OTMETHII
Tomac.

ArHecc 1IIb CHOBA YJIBIOHY/IACh B OTBET. A UTO eIll€ OHa MOT -
Ja caenath? KopceT gaBui Tak, 4To BO3ayXxa HE XBartajo, HO He
MOTIJIa e OHa copBaTh ero TyT. M yx Tem Oojiee He MOIJIa Imoxa-
JIOBATbCSl HA 3TO TOMY, C KEM TOJBKO YTO MO3HAKOMUJIACh.

— Mo:xer, MoJiofible CTaHIYI0T? — MpeIoku otel] Tomaca.

— Ommunas unes! — nopaepxan Mmneparop. — Ceirpaiite
MEIJIEHHYIO TIECHIO 11 TaHIA!

Tomac TyT e BCTaj CO CTy/la U TaJaHTHO MPOTSAHYJ ArHecc
CBOIO PYKY, IIpUIJIaliasi €€ B IEHTp 3aj1a Ha TaHel. [leByIika Ko-
nebasiach BCETro Mapy CEKyH/I, HO STUKET He MO3BOJIII Obl el OT-
Ka3aTh. OpKecTp 3aurpaji, Kak ToJabKO Tomac BbIBEN ArHecc B
HEeHTp 3a1a. OH OCTOPOKHO MOJIOKMUII €M OIHY PYKY Ha TaJuio, a
BTOPOW aKKYPaTHO CkaJl €€ MAJIEHbKYIO JIaloHb. OH 3aKpyKuJI €€
B TaHue. Korga mMy3bika octaHOoBWIACh, ArHecc otomwia ot To-
Maca Ha napy I1aroB 4, HaKOHeEll, OTBeJIa OT Hero B3, [IpuH-
1iecca cooona ITUKET, HO CMOTPETh Ha HEro JOJbIle He COOU-
paJiach.

— IIpenectno! IlpenectHo! — armoauposain orer; Tomaca.

— Jla, OHM onpeAeseHHO OTJIMYHAas napa! — paJoCTHO 3asiBUJ
Nmnepatop. — CBagp0y chirpaeM uepe3 Tpu AHS, KaK Bbl HA 9TO
cMoTpuTe?

— O, 310 IPOCTO UyAeCcHO! — paioBajCs CTapHK.

ArHecc He OblJTa UJIMOTKOM, OHA JIOTa/IbIBAJIACH K UeMY BCE 3TO



Be/IET, HO BCE ke ObLIO CIIMIIKOM CTPaHHO, YTO B 3TOT pa3 MMm-
MIEPATOP PEIWJI HAPYIIUTh Tpaauuuio. OH NO3BOJISUT TPUHIIEC-
caM 3HAKOMUTBCSI CO CBOMMHM OYyAyITUMHU MYXKbSMHU B T€USHUHU
MecsiIa, 4YTOObI XOTh HEMHOTO JIaTh UM MPUBBIKHYTb JIPYT K JIpY-
ry. C yero Mmneparop npenmaraer yckopurs rporecc? Heyxro
B 9TOT pa3 ceMbsi OoJiee 3HATHASI K MOXET MIPUHECTH B Ka3HY Ky-
Ja OoJibllie ISHeT, YeM Mpeablayiue?

— Baiie BeninuectBo! — Bo3amyTtunach Ardecc. — Heyxesnu Bol
no3a0putn Tpaauimu? Kak MoXHO Urparh cBajib0y BCEro CIycTs
Tpu 1HA? Moeu matynike Bel jaBaiau mecsll, Kak U IpyruM. ..

I'peropy u CaM MCOyraHHO YCTABUJIMCh Ha CECTpPY, U Jlaxke
e€ oTel] HEeMHOTO OKMBHJICS,, HO TYT K€ MOOJeHeN elié CUilb-
Hee. [lo 3amy mpodexain menotok. HUKTO He cMen mepevnThb
Wmmneparopy, HO y ArHecc He ObUIO HUKAKOTO KEJIAHUST BBIXO-
IUTh 3aMy:x. Hatla mpuHiiecca 6pu1a oueHb cMennoil. Eit kazanoch
HEUYECTHBIM, UTO €€ OpaTbsi TROPSAT, UTO XOTST, B TO BpeMsI KaK 3a
HEeil MOCTOSTHHO YBUBAIOTCS CIYTY U OXpaHa, KOHTPOJIMPYSI Kax-
bl e€ mar u odeperas Tak, CJIOBHO OHAa YeM-To OosbHa. TETyII-
Ka 4acTo pacckasbiBajia ATHecCC Kak e€ mMarylllka BIOWIach ¢
NIepBOro B3IVIS/1A, KaK Tpenerauo e€ cepiie oT JII0OBH, KaK [0
9TOr0 MarylllKa OTKa3aj1a ax TPEM KEHHXaM, HO ATHECC U 3TOrO
OBLIO HE JO3BOJIEHO.

— Yro ThI ckazana? — iMneparop cepauTo ycTaBuicsl Ha Ar-
Hecc, BIIPOYeM, B3IVIS/ JEBYIIKU ObLIT HE MEHEee CEepuT.

Omna pemmia 6uiTh cMesnionl. U Tak mepecumna cedsi, YTo0bI
BBIITH HA 3TOT MUP, a el Terneph 3asiBJISIOT, YTO CBaab0a yepes



Tpu nHA? Y 1axe He crpocuiid MOHpaBUJICS el 3TOT Tomac uium
Her!

— Moero cornacust HUKTO He CITPOCHII! — TPOMKO CKa3aJjia OHa.

— A ero HUKTO W He OyeT crpalivBaTh, — paccMestyics imme-
parop. — Bc€ ObLJ10 pelieHo yxe Toria, Korjaa Thl poaviach!

Arnecc nomkana ryosr. [Touemy ¢ Heil 0OpaIaTcs Kak ¢ Imy-
ctbiM MectoM? [Touemy Mmnieparop penmi HapyluTh JaBHIOK
TpaauluIo?

— CoracHO TpaaWIIMK s UMEIO TIPABO caMa BBIOPATh KeHnxa!
— NPUKPUKHYJIa ATHecc.

— I'mynoe nutsa! Tel He MOHKMMAeIb, 4TO 3TO Sl ycTaHaBIMBaIO
Tpaguimu? — MimnepaTop NogHsJICS CO CBOETO MECTa, OH TOYHO
OBbLI B sIpoCcTU. — BO3bMU CBOM CJI0OBa 0OpaTHO W M3BUHMCH !

— He coOuparoch! — ArHecc TpsCIIO OT CTpaxa, HO OHa CKajia
JIAIOHU B KYyJIaKH, YTOOBI HE TIOKa3bIBaTh ITOTO.

JleByIika yxe AaBHO pelniach, 4To He OydeT ero OOsIThesl.
BHyTpu He€ pa3iMBagoch HEUTO MPEKPACHOE, YTO MPUIABATIO €1
CMEJIOCTH nepeunTh. OHa MOHUMAJIA, YTO MOCTYNAET MPABUJIBHO.

— W1 4ro xe? ¥V Te0s Ha mpuMeTe ecTb APYrou KeHUX ? — BHe-
3arHoO VIMmepatop XMBIKHYJI, a BbIpakeHUEe Ha ero Jimie Oyaro
OBl CMSITYIIOCH.

—H-ner... — onenmma ArHecc, He O3Kujiast IOJOOHOTO BOTIPO-
ca.

Kakum o6pa3zom Obl Hallia OeiHast mpuHIecca Moryia Obl UMETh
JKEHMXa, eclM e€ He MyCKaIM JIajbllie TBOpIa U ooIaiach oHa
JIMIIb CO CTAPIIMMU OpaThsiMu ?



— B TakoMm ciyyae, s He BUKY IPUYMH MEUIATh, — MiMniepaTop
esie 3aMeTHO KuBHYJI. — CBaibOy ChI'paeM 3aBTpa B Ha3WJIaHKE
TEM, KTO CMEET WATU MPOTUB MOer BOJIH !

— Ho, Baiie BennuectBo, — MCMYraHHO OTO3BAJICSl BEPHBII
ciyra. — Ha 3aBTpa HameueHa ka3Hb TOro Bopuiiku! ITponusare
KPOBb B TaKOM JICHb. ..

— Ka3np? — THXO 1IenHysa AeBYyIIKa, BCIIOMUHAsI HEAABHUMN
WHIUJIEHT B €€ MOKOSIX.

Bopuiiky XotaT Ka3HUTh?

— Torna Ka3Hb COCTOUTCS YTPOM JI0 paccBeTa, a CBaibOa Be-
yepoM mocJie 3akara! — 3akymouni Mmneparop. — A ceityac, Ar-
Hecc, Tebe nyuiiie yoparbces ¢ ria3 Moux josoi! U mpocnenure
3a He!

B 3an 3abexana crapynika cioyXaHKa, CXBaTWJIA paccep:KeH-
HYI0O ATHECC 3a PyKy | yBeJia e€ 3a COOOM.

— Ilponomxaiite Becenbe! — nmpukazan Mimneparop, ycaxusa-
sICb Ha3aJ B KpecJo.

ATHecc cMepuiia ero YHHUTOXKAIOIMIUM B3TJISI0OM U ObIcTpee
ToILIa BBEPX 10 JiecTHUIIE. [opsure cé3pl 00M/IbI IOTEKJIN TI0
1IeKaM JEBYIIKH, KaK TOJIbKO OHA OKa3aJ1ach OJIHA B CBOEN KOM-
Hare. TEryiika xoTena e€ yTeluTb, HO OXpaHa MpuKa3aia eu
BBIMTH, OCTABMB IPUHIIECCY B MOJHOM OIMHOYECTBE.

— I'agcTBO, — MpoliuMIena oHa, cajsch Ha KpOBaTh.

skeskesk

Bech ocraBiumiicsi Beyep IeBYIIKA MPOCUEIa B CBOE KOM-
HaTe Ha KPOBAaTU. ATHECC JIaXke He TOPOITUJIACh CHSITD C ce0s1 3TO



YEPTOBO ILIaThe, XOTS O3 MOMOIIM OHA 3TOrO U HEe MOIJIa Cle-
natb. Ha ynuiie yxke Hauaao TeMHETh, KOTAa JBepb, BeAylllasi Ha
OaJIKOH, TUXOHBKO CKPHITHYJIA, U BHYTPb ITPOCOYMIICS 03a/1aYeH-
Hbll CoM. OH ocTaHOBWIICA, 0:KUAAs, YTO ATHECC BBITOHUT €r0,
Be/Ib OHA HEHABW/IENA, KOTJIa OH MpOOUpaJicsl K Hel uepe3 Oai-
KOH, HO JIEBYIIKA JIMIIIb TUXO IIMBITHY/IAa HOCOM, JIa)e HE CMOT-
ps Ha Opara.

— ArHecc, — Tuxo 3aropopui1 CaMm, ofois K KpoBaTu CecT-
pBbL.

— IIpumeén noyyars MeHa MaHepam?! — ArHecc nogHsia Ha
HEro CEpAWTHINA B3TJISII.

— 4?7 Manepam? — Cam paccmestics. — CecTpEHKa, KOTa 3TO
s1 moy4asn te0s1 MmaHepam?

CaM 1UTIOXHYJICS Ha KPOBaTh, 0331 ATHeCC, KOTOpasi Terepb
BHUMATEJIbHO HaOJTo/1asa 3a JIoOMMbIM OpatoM. [leByiika Bce-
I/1a 3aBujioBasia cBouM OpatbsiMm, a Camy B ocodeHHocTu. OHU
3aHMMAJIUCh TEM, YEM XOTEJIM, XOAWIM Ky[la XOTeJH, a IJIaBHOe
— MOIJIM BBIOpaTh ceOe JIIoObIX HeBeCT. ATHECC ke BCeraa Mpu-
XOAWJIOCh KUTh MO MpaBwiaM. E€ He BBIITyCKau 3a CTEHBI 3aM-
Ka, €l He pa3pelllai YUTaTh KHUTH, KOTOpble OHa XxoueT. Bes
e€ *M3Hb ObUIA pacrucaHa 1o cekyHaaMm. E€ yunmm netsp, TaH1e-
BaTh, TOBOPUTH, XOAUTh. PaCTIIN CIIOBHO NITUILY B 30710TOM KJIET-
Ke.

— Besér tebe, — ThX0 BbIIOXHYJAa ATHecc. — Thl MOXeIb Jie-
Jath BCE, UTO Iymie yrogHo. TeOe axke MO3BOJSIOT HOUBIO cOe-
raTh U3 3aMKa B TOpofI. XoTesa Obl U 51 TaK. ..



ArHecc cibllana, Kak cayrd 00 3TOM MIeNTAJNCh, a TTOTOMY
3Hasa. Ho Mmmeparopy Obuto mieBath, uto aenaoT Cam u [pe-
ropu.

— Tak 4to TeOst OcTaHaBIMBAET? — C HEIOHUMAHUEM CIPOCHUIT
Com.

— 4 xe npuHuecca! — ArHecc cepauTo (PbIPKHYJIA.

— Hy u yto? BoH Kak cMeso cerogHsi BbiCTynajia nepej Je-
noM! — Cam cHoBa paccmestics. — Ckaxy Tede Mmo-cekpeTry — B
HallleM 3aMKe OXpaHa He 0co00 Xopolasi, 0COOEHHO HOYbIO.
4acTo CJIbIIIAJ, KaK OHU KaJIOBAJIKCh, YTO MIMriepatop UM masio
IJIATUT, 3aTO HaKa3aHUs pa3aaér otMeHHo! Hu y Koro Her xke-
JIaHUs1 €My CITyXKUTh, HO BCIyX CKa3aTh OOSITCS, MOTOMY IJ1a3a U
3aKPbIBAIOT HA MOU IIAJIOCTH.

— OHM 3HAIOT, YTO THI COEraellb, IPOCTO TeOs He HAKA3BIBAIOT,
MOTOMY YTO ThI MPUHII, — TUXO CKa3ajaa ATHecc, OTBEPHYBIIIKCh
ot Cama.

— Hla najHo Te6e! Mens nocrosiHHo otunThiBaloT! Hy BOT uTO
9TOT crapukaiika tede cruenaer? Kazaur? Tol ke eJMHCTBeHHAS
npuHiiecca! Tol 171 HEro cCOkpoBuIle! — OTMaxHYJICS MapeHb,
BCTaB C KPOBATHU U MOAOIS K OAJIKOHY.

— OH MHOTO 4ero clieaer, — HEyBEpEHHO OTBETHIIA ATHECC.

Hamma npuHIitecca Ha camom jiesie Obuta He3Hakoma ¢ Mimriepa-
TOPOM, MTOTOMY YTO TOT MIPEANOYUTAT HEe OOIIAThCSI C CeMbEN 1
0oOMTaN B TOM YacTH 3aMKa, Ky/a IyCKaJIH JIMIIb CaMbIX MpeIaH-
HBIX MOJ]/IAHHbIX.

— A ecimu oH Tebs He Hauner? — CaM NOIMUTHYI cecTpe. —



S oTkpoIo TeOe CBOM MaJIeHbKUI CeKpeT — YTOOb cOexarh, TeOe
HYKHO 3aBECTH Apyra 3a creHou. OIMH MOAXOASAIINN KaHJUAAT
KaK pa3 ceiluac 3anepT B TeMHHUIIE 3anajaHoi OamHu. OH o4eHb
TaJJAHTJIUB, CyAs MO TOMY, KaK JIETKO eMy YJaJIoCh Clofa Mpo-
OpaTrbCs M Kak JIONTO 32 HAM TOHSUICS OTps] phillapeit! YBepeH,
ecs Obl ['peropu He BMeIIascsi, TO BOPUIIIKA TOYHO Obl cOexan!

Cam OpocHI Ha TIJTaThe CEeCTPhI CBSI3KY KJTIOUEH.

— Heysxenu, 3T0 KJTI0OYM OT TIOPbMBbI? — TUXO IIETHYIa ATHECC.

— Onu camsele, — Beceno 3agBm Cam. — Ckaxu criacuoo! Ilo-
TOMY UYTO JOCTaTh MX OBLIO HEMPOCTO!

—Ho... ITouemy? D10 ke 6e3ymue! — ArHecc nojHsi1a Ha 6pa-
Ta pacTepsIHHbINA B3MJISA.

Cam Bceraa ymbiOasncst u nopdaapuBai e€. OH BICTYIIMBAI
BCE JKaJIOObl MJIAAIIEN CECTPEHKH, a TIOTOM cOeran B ropof u
HEU3MEHHO MPUHOCHII €l YTO-TO MHTEepecHoe. Byiab TO KHUTH,
MPOCTEHbKHE YKPAIIeHUsI I Ke MTPOCTO CyXu. FIMeHHO OH 3a-
pasu e€ KeJlaHueM BhIPBAThCsI OTCIO/IA 32 CTEHBI, HO JIO CEro THS
HU pa3y He JeJIIIICS] CBOMMU MBICJISIMU U He TIpejijiarai yoexars!
CsM npekpacHo 3Hall, YTO 32 MOJOOHYI0 BOJBHOCTb €r0 HUKTO
HE MPOCTHUT.

— [ToTtoMy 4TO THI HOJKHA O€KaTh, — Ha 3TOT pa3 jmio Cama
OBLIIO CephE3HBIM. — f 3HAI0, UTO Mama ymepiia He u3-3a OOJIe3HH.
Bce 310 3Ha0T. U 51 He X04y, YTOOBI 9TOT NMOTaHbIN CTAPUKAIIIKA
crenaii ¢ ToOo# uto-To yxkacHoe! Thl He 0Os13aHa JeaTh TO, YTO
He Xouellb. Tak 4To 51 OTBJIEKY OXpaHy, a Thl BRIOWpAKCs OTCIo/1a
1 Oer Kak MOKHO JJaJTbilie. YBEpeH, Thl HAl/IENIh BEPHBIE CIIOBA,



9TOOBI YOE/IUTh BOPUIIIKY BHIBECTH TEOS.

Arnecc nepexBatuio apixanue. Yto Cam Heceér? Mama ymep-
Ja He u3-3a 6one3Hu? U uro takoro yxacHoro MMmnepaTtop mo-
ket caenatb? OHa xotena Obl 3aJaTh OYEHb MHOTO BOIPOCOB,
HO MBICJIM TIpepBajl TUXUI CTYK B JBEPb. ATHECC B3/IpOrHYyJia U
00epHYJIaCh.

— TeGe HyXHO OOpaThCsl O OKPaWHBI TOPOAIA, — OOBSICHII
CsMm ObICTpO UMOKHYB cecTpy B J100. — Tam ecTb TaBepHa — “Ce-
poiii JIuc”. 4 Haiimy Te0st Tam, Tak YTO He OOMCS U HE COMHEBAW-
ca!

[Tpexne, yuem ArHecc ycnena noHsaTh, Cam Opocuics K Oas-
KOHY M ucue3 B Houu. [IpuHIiecca ycnena Julib CupsTaTh CB3-
Ky KJIIOUEH NOJ MOMYIIKY, MPEeX/]e, YeM MO3BOIUThH CTyYallemMy
BOUTH.

— ArHecc, MOXXHO? — K OTPOMHOMY YIMBJICHUIO AEBYIIKH, K
Hell B KOMHATY 3a1lies e€ oTell.

— Jla, KOHEUHO, — HEMHOT'O 3aMellIKajiach ArHecc.

OHU IaBHO yXe He Pa3roBapuBaId U YK TeM Oojiee He ocTa-
BaJIMCh HACVHE.

— 41 xoten Tebe Koe-4ToO pacckaszarh, — My:KUMHA MPOIIEN B
KOMHATY, CTapasiChb HE CMOTPETh Ha J1I04b. — XOTEJl PACcCKa3aTh
TeOe, KaK MbI C TBOEH MaMOU CTaJTU MyKeM U SKEHOW.

ArHecc MoiT4a cMOTpeJa Ha otua. MyK4urHa CUIIBHO HEPBHU-
Yaj, Mo3TOMY 3ajaMbIBaJl cebe PyKH, a ero B3ris]] OeCrOKOWHO
METaJICSl 0 KOMHATe, BeJlb OH BIIEPBbIE 3a JA0JITOE BPEMSsI OCMe-
JIWJICA BOT TaK MIPUUTU K CBOEU JOUYEPHU U IIOTOBOPUTH C HEU.



— TBot0 MaTh BbIATH 3aMYK TaK ke, KaK U TeOs1, — Hauasl MyxX-
yrHa. — Mo# oTel| mpocTo nmpumién u ckazan: “Codupaiicsi, Tbl
e/ielllb 3HAKOMUTBCA CO cBoer HeBecTou™ . [loHnmaenb, 1 xouy
CKa3aTb, YTO ITO OOBIYHOE JIEJIO. . .

— Tol mo6UT MaMy, a oHa moduia Tebs1, — nepeduia ero Ar-
Hecc.

Oma crpliiana 3Ty UCTOPHIO OT TETYIIKK TaK MHOTO a3, UTo
3aIIOMHWJIa HAU3YCTh.

— He cpazy, — myxurHa, HaKOHEI] OCMEeJIUJICS TIOCMOTPETh Ha
CBOIO J104b. — MIMmiepaTop ajn HaM JIMIIb MeCsIl Ha 3HAKOMCTBO.
W nonauvany tBos Mama MeHs uzOerasa. To oHa 3amupanach B
6ubnMoTeKe, TO TyJsija B caay, OKpykuB ce0st oxpaHoil. OHa u
HE 3a/1yMbIBAJIaCh, YTO MOM UyBCTBA TOXE 3a7€Thl. MeHsl Toxe
HE paJoBaJia MEPCHEKTUBA MIPOBECTH KU3Hb C HE3HAKOMKOU. A
BAPYT OHA OKa3ajiach Obl 3aHOCUMBOM M Tyrou? f yacto 3ama-
BaJ ce0e Takue BOIMPOCHI, TOITOMY BCSIUYECKH IMBITAJICS TTO3HAKO-
MUTBCS C HeW, Belb s 3HAJI, UYTO HAIIIUX POAUTENIEH yKe He Tiepe-
yOenuth, na 1 Bojst imriepatopa rpessbiitie Beero. CIycTst 4eThl-
psi THSI U3 OTBEJIEHHOTO MecsIIia MO OTell cKa3aJl, uTo st 00s13aH
3aBOE€BaTh €€ cepAlle, IOTOMY YTO sl HE MOT'Y MOCPaMUTh HalLy
4eCTb, HE MOTY OBbITh TAKUM XK€, KaK MpeIbIyIue KeHUXH, KO-
TOPBIX TBOSI MaTyIKa oTBepriia. Ho 51 He XoTen ¢ Hell coOnmmkaTh-
cs1. imriepatop HepBHUYAJ, OH ObUT B sipocTi. OH 4YacTo 3Bal
MOEro OTIia Ha 00e, TIOC/ie Yero TOT BBIXOAUJI CTpAIHO Orea-
HbIM. He 3Hat, 4Tto 0HM 00CYXAaJi, HO MOCTIe TPETHEro TAKOTO
o0eJia TBOSI MaMa cama co MHOM 3aroBopria. MHe Ka3ajloch, 4To



OHa ObLJTa YeM-TO OrevasieHa, HO MOCTENEHHO s TOHSLT, YTO OHA
3ameuaresbHas. [lonnmaens kK uemy s Beqy? Mbl He BITIOOHITHCH
C MepBOro B3MJISAAA. .. MBI COMM3IIINCH MOCTENEHHO.

— Ho mue ne HpaButcs Tomac! — Bo3pazuia Arnecc. — Tem
6onee Mmmneparop nan Ham Tpu qHs1! Kak MOXHO y3HATh 4yerno-
BEKa BCEro 3a Tpu JHs? A Terepb cBajp0a COCTOUTCS 3aBTpa!
Oto He yecTHO! { Mymana, yTo y MeHs Oynet BpeMs. .. XOTb Ka-
KOU-TO BHIOOP. ..

OHa npuHSIACh YTUPATh CIIE3BI OOU[IBI, HE TIOHUMAS, 3aUeM
OTell IpUINEN e€ yroBapuBaTh. Pa3Be OH He JOKeH ObITh Ha e€
cTopoHe?

— TeGe mpocTo cinegoBalo AaTh €My IIAHC, — TSKENIO B3[I0X-
HYJI My)X4urHa. — [ToliMu, OH B TakOM ke MoJjiokeHuu. Bol 06a
Haryradsl. Bam mpocro Hy:kHO Mo3HakKOMHUThCA. S mocrapaioch
MIOroBOPHTH ¢ VIMriepatopom, 4ToOBl OH /1aJT BAM HEMHOTO Bpe-
MEHH. ..

My:x4rHa HapaBUJICS K BHIXO/Y, HA/IESCh, UYTO CMOT YOIUTh
CBOIO JI0Yb, HO ATHECC JIMIIb CEPAUTO B3/I0OXHYJIA, KOTAA ABEPb
32 €€ OTLIOM 3aKpbUIACh.

— Buiiiti 3amyk, emié yero, — OypKHyJia JeBYIIKA.

Omna nocujena Tak napy MUHYT, TPOKPYUYMBasi B FOJIOBE MPO-
W30IIEALIEE, a TOTOM IMOJHAJIACH U MOJIOIUIA K IBEPH.

— 21! — rpybo oOpaTuIach OHa K CBOMM OXpaHHUKaM. — [o-
30BUTE TETYIIKY! MHe HyXHa IMOMOIIIb, YTOObI CHSITh TUIAThE !

ek

Kak Tospko TéMHast HOUb HaKpbLTa COOOH 3aMOK, ATHECC THXO



NOJIHSJIACh C KpoBaTH. [leByIllka OTKOMaa Cpeid CBOEU OfIexk-
OBl KaKylo-TO CTapylo OMy3Ky W INTaHBI, KOTOpbIe OfieBasia JUIst
KOHHBIX TPEHUPOBOK. OeBIINCH, ATHECC BbITAlIIA U3-TIO] [10-
JYIIKY CBSI3KY KJIIOUEH, 3aCyHyJIa X B KApMaH, a 3aTeM TUXOHb-
KO MOJOIILIA K BRIXOAY ¥ PHUOTKpbLIa 1Bepb. Kopunop Obut mycr,
BCE CBEUYM NOTYIIEHBI. JTO caenain Cam? OHa TUXO BBICKOJIB3HY-
JIa U3 CBOEW KOMHATHI U OTIpaBUjIach K jectHuue. 1 kak e€ Opa-
Ty yaanoch? Kazanock, 4To oxpaHa mpocTo yIUia crarh, MOKU-
HYB TIOCT.

K cBoemy ynuBieHuio, OXpaHbl He ObLIO JIa)e OKOJIO TeMHH-
ubl. Heyxenu Com u TyT noOsiBan? Ho kak oH 3TO poBepHy.?
ArHecc Bolluia B OallIHIO U crycTuiack BHU3. Eil mpuiiioch B3sTh
OJIMH U3 JKEJIE3HBIX PKaBbIX (DOHAPEU, KOTOPbIe BUCEIN HA CTe-
Hax, HO ObUIM TMOTYIIEHBL. ATHECC OTKpbUIA CTBOPKY (poHaps,
TKHYJIA NTaJIbLIEM B (PUTUIIb M YTO-TO Ipolentaia. TycKiiblil cBeT
03apuJl KaMEHHbIe CTEeHbl. ATHECC YAbIOHYJIach U OTIPABUIIACDH
JaJibilie, Tenepb ObLIO He TaK TEMHO. XOPOIIIO, YTO PSIOM HUKO-
ro He ObUIO, YTOOBI y3HATH €€ MaJleHbKHI ceKpeT. KoHeuHO, Bb
BCE MPaBWIBHO MOHSUIM — Hallla MUJIasi IPUHIIECCA yMesla COBCEM
YyTOUKY KOJIZIOBATh.

CrnyCTUBIIMCh B CaMblil HU3, JIEBYIIIKA OCTAHOBUJIACH TIEpe[]
TSDKENON JIepeBsTHHOW [IBEPBIO, KOTOpasi Obla 3amepra. ArHecc
JOoCTaa KJII0YM U cTasia MpoOoBaTh KaxAblii. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB,
OHAa OTKPhUIA JIBEPh W TONaJla B TEMHUILYy. ATHECC BbICTaBMIIA
niepes; codoi poHaph, OCBeIIas MPOCTPAHCTBO. Eil BHOBD TpH-
IIJIOCh CITyCKaThcs 1o JiecTHurle. Temauna Opta HEMHOTO 3aJTH-



Ta BOJIOM. ATHECC JABUHYJIACh BIEPEN, 3aryisIbIBas B KaXkIyl0 Ka-
Mepy, KOTOpble ObUTH TYCTHI. JIUIb B TaJIbHEN JEeBYIIKE yIaIoCh
pa3mIsieTh YeU-TO CHIIy3T. DTO ObLT TOT CaMblil MAPEHEK, BO-
pBaBIIMiics B e€ nokou. OH Jiexkasl Ha BTOPOM sIpyce KpoBaTeu,
OTBEPHYBIINCh K CTEHKE, Be/Ib NepBasi Obuia 3anuta Bogou. [le-
BYIIIKA ¥ HE TIOJI03peBaja, YTo BOJA ycriena Jo0parbCs 10 TeM-
HUII.

— DU, Thl CIIUIIIb? — NIENOTOM MMOMHTEepecoBaiach ATHecc.

Bopuinika HeMHOro moueBenusics, HO He OTBETHJ. ATHecc
OrJIsiAeIach BOKPYT, YTOOBI HAWTH, Kyla MOXHO TOBECUTH (hO-
Hapb. Ha creHe 1s1 Takoro ObUT OUeHb YAOOHBIA BBICTYII, KOTO-
PbIM OHA U MOCHeIInIa BOCHoIb30BaThes. [locse yero Haia cme-
Jiasi TIpUHIIECCA 3a3BeHesIa KJII0YaMU.

— W 4TO THI TBOPUIIIL? — yCHblIIATA ATHECC YIUBIEHHBIN IO-
JIoc.

[TapeHék cen Ha KpoBaTu, CBECMB HOI'M BHU3, U C HETIOHUMA-
HUeM ycTaBwcsl Ha npuHiieccy. CTomno Obl BOBMYTUTBCS, UTO
OH TaK HEBEXJIMBO K Hel oOpaTwWicsi, HO ATHECC TOPOITUJIAC.
OnHa noHATHs He MMela HACKOIbKO CaM BCeX OTBIIEK.

— OcBoOoxk /a0 TeOst Kak Obl! — BO3MYTHJIACh JICBYIIIKA.

— 3auem? — IpoAOIIKAT JTIOOOMBITCTBOBATH MAPEHb.

— Tebs1 cobuparoTCcst Ka3HUTh, — HEMHOTO Pa3Ipaxk€HHO CO00-
niIa npuHiecca. — Ho eciu Thl Xo4elllb yMepeTb. . .

[Mocaplmascs Maeck BOAbl — OH CIPBITHYJI C KPOBAaTH U TOA-
JIETEJI K PEIIETKE.

— To1 He Bpemb?! KazHuts? 3a KapTUHY? — OH SIBHO 3allaHU-



KOBaJI.

— A Moxet TeOs1 Ka3HST 3a TO, YTO Thl BOPBAJICSI KO MHE B T10-
Kou! — BO3MYTHUJIach ATHECC, TPEKPATUB MOMBITKYA HAUTH HYXK-
HBIA KJIIOY.

— Jla 51 TOJIKOM TO ¥ HUYETO HE YCIIe] pacCCMOTPETh, — OTMaXx-
HyJcs Bopumika. — HyxkxHa Tel MHE OonbHO... Her, neno Touno
B KapTHHE. ..

— CoMHeBaloCh, 4TO U3-32 OOBIYHON KAPTUHBI T€Os Ka3HAT, —
obujieach JIeByIKa.

STOMY MNPOCTOMIOAMHY MPOCTO HE MOHATh KAK CHJIBHO OH
OCKOpPOUJI CBOMM TOBEAEHUEM UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CEMBIO.

— OHna HeoOblyHasi! — BOBMYTHUJICS BOPUIIIKA.

Her Hy kakoB Harter;! OHa puckoBasia BCeM, 4YTOOBI €r0 OCBO-
6001Th, a OH 3amaaui 00 3Tor KaptuHe! Jlaxke W3BMHHUTHCS HE
noaymast! 3auem oHa BooOiie Toraa crapaercsa? OH MOXeT U He
coryacurcs el momorarb. MoKeT, CTOUT Torga camou coexatb?
CsM Beb KAK-TO CIPABJISUICS.

— Hy u cugm torna 3xnecs! — Arnecce nokasana si3elk. — Hane-
I0Ch, 4TO TeOS Ka3HAT CaMbIM OOJIBHBIM CIIOCOOOM !

— Cro#, cTol, cToit! — mpuHIlecca codrpasiach yWTH, HO BO-
PUIIIKA YCIIeJI CXBaTUTD €€ 3a pyKaB. — Moxer, foropopumcs? Jla
Y ThI CAMa TIPUIILIA, 1 TeOsT He TTPOCHIT. ..

— Kak npunuia, Tak u yiay! — ArHecc BelpBasa pyKas, HO Ia-
PEHEK YXUTPUJICS NEepeXBaTUTD €€ 3a 3amscree. — [lycru!

— Cnymaid, 3T0 He CMEIIHO, — 3aTapaTopui NapeHb. — Thl ke
MOy THJIA PO Ka3Hb? [TpocTo mpuiiuia MeHs no3uThb, ga? Oou-



Jenack, uto s Te0s Tonkuyn? Hy, s ke nzBunwusics! Xodens ere
nporueHus nonpouty? [Ipoctu, NpocT, MpoOCTH, MPOCTH. . .

— 3aTKHUCH! — IPUKPUKHYJIA JIEBYIIKA U MpUCTyaiach. — 1
BBINTYIITY TeOsl, TOJIbKO 3aTKHUCH !

[Tpu TakoM ocBellieHnu ObLUTO HE BUJHO, KaK OHA MOKpacHe-
Jla OT CMYIIIEHHsI, XOTs BIOPY ObUIO ObI Micryrathesi. Takoi mym
MOT IIpUBJIEYD philiaped. JInio napeHska oHa, K CJIOBY TOXE HE
BUJETIA.

— A MOXHO BCE k€ OTBET Ha MOU BOMPOC? — MENOTOM MOWH-
TEpECOBAJICS BOPUILIKA, OTITYCKasA PyKy ATHecc.

— Ha kakoi? — neByIika CHOBa MPUHsJIACh UCKATh KJIIOY.

— 3auem npuHIiecce 0CBOOOKIATh MEHS ?

Arsecc He Topornuiack oTBevarb. Ckazarh emy IpaBay WIA
coBpatb? Kak myurie yoeauTs ero?

— HenpaBunbHO Ka3HUTH TeOs, — MpoOyOHIIA OHA, PEIIuB,
YTO CTOMT 3aCIyXKUTh €ro JoBepue no0potoi. — Tl He crenan
Huyero mioxoro. [Ipocto ykpai crapsiii noprpet Mimneparopa.

Haiins, HakoHel, HyKHbII KJII0Y, IeBYIIIKa OTKpbUIa IBEPb U
pacnaxHyJa e€.

— Cepnesno? U Tel gymaelib, 4To 51 B TaKOe MOBEPIO? — OH
TIPUTIONIHSLT OJIHY OPOBb, HE TOPOIISICh BBIXOIUTH U3 KAMEPHL.

Bot yx crpannsiii! Ero Tyt ocBOO0XJaI0T, a OH €I 1 Koneo-
nercs!

— He xouemnib, He BBIXOAU, MHE-TO YTO! — ATHECC OTCTynuJIa
B CTOPOHY.

3auem Tonbko Cam otripasuil €€ coaa? Kak mpocuts nomomm



y Takoro npocromoauHa? OH xe coBceM rymsiii! Ho e€ Opar
OYEHb CTapaJICs OTBJIEUb OXPaHy paau 3toro. JeBymika oxuaa-
Jla, 4YTO BOPHMIIIKA CEMYac KMHETCS Ha BbIXOJI, HO OH MPOAOJIKAI
CTOSITh U CMOTPETh Ha He€. Ero B3misa nmpoHU3bIBA MPUHIIEC-
CY HACKBO3b, UTO OBUIO COBCEM HEMPUSATHBIM olyleHreM. Kpo-
Me TOTO, TeTiephb CBET IMOMaAall Ha ero JIMIO U ObUIO BUJHO, YTO
eMy pa30Iv ry0y U pacCeKIM KOXKY 1Mo riia3oM. Bo3mMoxHO, TIojt
T'PSA3HOM OfIEXKJOM CKPBITO elE OoJbllle paH U CUHSIKOB.

— [To3Boske MHE 1ToTH ¢ TOOOM! — BhINIAJIMIIA B UTOre ATHECC,
HE BbIJIEPKAB.

Bc€ paBHO OHa yxke 31eCh, a IBEpPb KaMEpbl OTKPHITA.

— Yt0? IITuKe cTano TeCHO B KJieTKe? — ¢ IyO BOPHILIKH CO-
pBaJICsl U3/I€BaTENbCKUI CMeloK. — HO y MeHsl HeT HHUKakoro
KeJaHus ObITh HSIHBKOW T M30aJIOBAHHOW MpUHIIECCH. Ecm
ThI AYMAa€lllb, YTO 3TO BECEJIO. ..

— Huuero takoro s He tymato! — o6opsaa ero Araecc. — I te-
04 criacna! Tel MHe nomkeH! Cam ke ckazall, 4TO He TTOBEPHIIIb,
9TO s MPOCTO Tak TeOs BuimycTmia? Tak BOT TebOe mpaBaa — o
xouy coOexarb! §1 pemia, 4to pa3 Thl IPOOPAJICS B 3aMOK, TO
U BbIOpaThCsl CMOXelllb He MpuBiiekass BHUManusi! Ho ecnu 1ol
HE XOYelllb OTIUIATUTh 32 CTIACEHHE CBOEW KU3HU, TO s MOTY TO-
3BaTh OXpaHy!

Bopuiiika ciierka nomopiwics. ToOH A€BYIIKY SIBHO HE TIPU-
HIEJCA eMy 1O BKYCY, a B I0JIOBE MOCEIWJIUCh COMHEHUs. UTo
ecyu 9To JIoByliKa? Kakue-1o KyTKue Urpbl UMIIEPaTOPCKOM ce-
Mbu? OHa nmpunuia Cioa OJHa, BOKPYT HU JIYIIH, pa3Be MOXKET



BCE OBITh TakK MpOcTo? B ropoje MHOTrO yXKacHBIX CTYXOB XOIUT
PO 3aMOK. MaJto i1 kakue TyT pa3BiedeHusa? Cerlyac OHU BbId-
JyT U3 TEMHUIIbI, & CHAPYXKU UX MOKKAaeT cam MiMmiepatop, Ko-
TOpBIN pernl no3adaBuThcs. bonee Toro — 310 ke npuHIecca!
OpHO [eso yKpacTb KapTUHY, HO IPUHLECCY... YTO eciim oHa
coBpana? Yro ecnu HUKAKoOU Ka3HU eMy He rpo3ut? [Ipocro us-
OajioBaHHasl JeBYOHKA Noccopuiiach ¢ Mimneparopom, a notomy
xoueT coexath? Mcnonbayer ero, kak et B3aymaetcsi! C apyroi
CTOPOHBI OHA U MPaBAA MOXKET Ceiuac MpOCTO MO3BaTh OXPaHY.
Ectb 1 TOrma y Hero BeiOOp? UTO ecnu BHIBECTH €€, a TIOTOM
Opocutb rae-uudyap B ropoae? Mnu noHaaesTbes, 4TO OHA OT-
CTaHET 1O MyTH?

— Xopol11o, Ballle BbICOUYECTBO, — OH MOKJIOHWJICS, MTPUIIOKUB
IIPABYIO JIAJIOHb K TPYAH, XOTSA I0JI0C €ro 3By4all pa3AapaxkeéHHO.
— 51 BeIBemy TeOs 3a CTEHBI 3aMKa, HO ThI HE JIOJKHA OTCTaBaTh.

OH NoHsI roJIoBY, BCTPETUB B3IV IPUHIIECCH], B KOTOPOM
yuTagach HemoajenbHass pagoctb. OHa yBepeHHO 3aKuBajia, a
BOPMILIKA JIMIIb XMBIKHYJI. Kakas eMy pa3Huiia 3aueM OHa OCBO-
6omuna ero? Ceituac raBHOE BHIOPAThCS, YTOOBI TOTOM TIPHTY-
MaTh KaK CHOBAa BEPHYTHCS 32 TOW KAPTUHOM.



I'maBa 2

Hu npuHiiecca, HY BOPUILKA B TOT MOMEHT He J0ra/IbIBaJIiCh
KaK CHJIBHO UM [TOMOIJIM, OHH Y3HAIOT 3TO M037Ke, HO BaM 51 [OBe-
naio ceirgac. CaMI0aITh JEUCTBUTENBHO MOCTAPATICS, YTOOBI OUH-
CTUTb UM JIopory. Jlesio B TOM, YTO OXpaHbl B 3aMKe MaJIo, IOTO-
My 4TO OOJbIlIasi YacTh pblLiApeil OTIPaBUIMCh 3aXBaThIBaTh HO-
BbI€ 3eMJIM, TIOTOMY HPUXOIWIOCH JOBOJIBCTBOBATHCS TEM, UTO
ocranock. Kpome Ttoro, MiMneparop HeHaBH[EN, KOIa HOUBIO
10 3aMKY KTO-TO OpOIWJI, 3a YTO KECTOKO HaKa3bIBaJ, I03TO-
My OXpaHa IpeJnoyuTasa Mo 3aMKy He IaTaThCsl JIMIIHUNA pas.
JIByM pbILIapsiM ObLIO MPUKa3aHO OXPAHSTh MOKOU MPUHIIECCHI,
HO Tiepe]l CHOM UX JOJIKHBI ObLJTM CMEHUTb JPYyrue JABOE, YEero
He MPOU30ILIO. By/b 3TH phlllapy BEpHbI UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbE,
OHM HENPEMEHHO Obl OCTAJIMCh Ha MOCTY, HO Te ObUIN OOMKEHDI
¥ 37161, IO3TOMY YIIUTH HE Aymasi 0 ocieacTBusx. Eciu koro u
OyIyT HaKa3bIBaTh, TAK TEX, KTO X HE CMEHWI — TaK JyMaJIH Te
aBoe. OHako, Mpujisi B Ka3apMbl, OHH MOHSUIM C YEro HUKTO He
NPUILET — BTOPOY MPUHL YCITYXKJIMBO MPUTALUI HECKOJIBKO OY-
TBUIOK BUHA U €/1bl, OCTaBILelics nocie nupa. CaM Beceso npo-
BOJWJI BPEMsI C PHILIAPSAMHU, JaBasi UM BO3MOXKHOCTb OTIOXHYTb,
Be/Ib 3aBTpa BaXXHBIN JIeHb — CBa1b0a ero cectpbl. HUKTO HUUero
3a30pHOrO HE BUjIEJ, a BTOPOTO MPUHIIA BCE JIIOOWIN, TOITOMY
PEIIMIIY, YTO BCE B IOPSIKE, €CJI OHU BMECTE C HUM TTOBECEIAT-
cs1 HeMHoro. Toe CITydrIoch M ¢ TeMH, KTO 00s13aH ObUT OXpa-



HATH TeMHUIy. Takum oOpazom Cam OTBIIEK Bcex, aBast ATHecc
Y BOPHIIIKE BO3MOKHOCTb CTIOKOIHO BBHIOPATHCSI U3 TIOPHMBI.

JleByiiika poOupasiach Ciofia JIMHHBIMUA KOPHIOPaMU uepe3
3aMOK, HO BBIMTH pelnia yepe3 3aragHylo JBepb K UMIIEpaTop-
CKUM KOHIOIIHSAM. OHa yBEPEHHO JBMHYJIACh K BOPOTaM, HO BO-
pUILIKA OCTAHOBWJI €€, YXBATUB 32 MPEIICUbE.

— U kyna eI coOpanach? — CEpAUTHIM MEMOTOM TOMHTEPECO-
BaJICSI OH.

— Ha BBIXOA, — TyT %€ OTBeTM/Ia ATHECC, TKHYB INAJIbLEM B
CTOPOHY OOJIBIIIUX JIEPEBSIHHBIX BOPOT.

[Touemy-TO OHa MpPEANoONOXKKIA, YTO BHIOPATHCS MOXKHO
umMeHHo Tam. Hy a rae emé€? Beas BopoTa Ha BOCTOKE IaBHO YKe
3arevyaTaHbl.

— Borock 1e6s1 paccTpouTh, HO 3TO HE CaMblid JIyUIlIUi MyTb,
— BOPUIIIKA KMBHYJI Ha OfIHY U3 OAIIEHOK, YTO CTOsIa B YIJIy Ha
CTBIKE ABYX KAMEHHBIX CTEH.

Boo0imie-To OaltieH ¢ 3Toi CTOPOHBI OBLIO TEJIBIX ABE. DTO JI0-
30pHBIE COOPYKEHUSI, BHYTPH KOTOPBIX Apede3Kall clnadblil CBET,
JlaBasi BCEM MOHSTh, YTO BHYTPU KTO-TO €cTh. CKazarhb IO MpaB/ie
— B JIeBOH OaIllHe CHJIEN PhIllaph, KOTOPBIN OYKBAJIBHO IMATh MU-
HYT Ha3aj IporyJjisijicss HEMHOTO 10 CTeHe 70 BOPOT M 00OpaTHO,
a Temepb YUCTUJI CBOW Meu, He oOparias BHUMAHWS HU Ha YTO
Jpyroe, a B IpaBoi OariHe phitaph craji. OH BeicTaBrI (DOHAPD
Ha MOJJOKOHHUK, CO3/1aBasi BUIMMOCTb TOTO, YTO BHYTPU KTO-TO
€CTb, HO CaM Y€ U3PSAHO YCTal, MOITOMY PEIIn OTJOXHYTb.
TpynHO OBUTO BUHWTH UX B XaJIATHOCTH, BEJIb KPOME ITUX JIBOUX



cTeHa Obl1a MycTa — OCTaJIbHbIE Becenuanch ¢ COMOM B Kazap-
Max. Peiiiapy ObITM yBEpeHBI, UTO HAa HUX HEKOMY HamaaaTh, a
NOTOMY M HE BUJIEJIM CMBIC/IAa TPATUTh CUJIbl HA YCUJIEHUE OXpa-
HbI. [lake To, 4TO BOpUIIIKa MPOOpasICs B 3aMOK, HE MOJICTETHYJIO
X K JIEACTBUSM.

Tem BpemMeHeM, Halll HE3HAKOMBIN 3HAKOMEL, YTSHYJI IPUH-
ueccy B cTopoHy. OH He 3HaJI TO, O YEM 5 BaM TyT pacckasall, a
noTomy ObL1 ocTopokeH. OH He HamepeH ObUT MOMNaAaThCsl BTO-
poit pa3. Eciu npuHniecca coBpasia eMy O Ka3HH, TO MOCJE TO-
ro, Kak MX MOWMMAIOT B/BOEM, €r0 TOYHO Ka3HAT. OHU ABHMHY-
JICh BAOJIb CTEHbI, PUTHYBIIKCH, a IOTOM BOPHIIKA OTITYCTHII
ATHecc ¥ HBIPHYJI B U3rOpojib U3 PO30BbIX KYCTOB. Takue nu3ro-
pomu oOpamIIsUTi TPOITMHKY, BEIYIIyI0 K Caay, a TIOTOMY POC-
JIX B/I0JIb CTEH, YTO MO3BOJISUIIO CKpbIThCA. [IpaBaa mmmnsl neris-
JICh 32 OJIEXKY U Lapanajiy KOxy, He jeJlasl IOMOraTb HUKOMY
B HUX MNpsATaThcs. Bopuilka Hagesics, 4YTo 3TO OTIYTHET U30a-
JIOBAaHHYIO MPUHLIECCY — KTO U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH B 31pa-
BOM yM€ 3aXO4YeT MEepeABUraThCs MOA3KOM IO TPS3U MPH TOM,
4TO TeJio tapanaet pacreHre? Ho oH ommbes1, noTomMy 4To Ijioxo
3Ha Hanry ArHecc. OHa Aaxe 1 He lyMaJia O TOM, YTo Oy/IeT uc-
IIBITHIBATh KaKKe-TO HeynoOcTBa. OHa XoTena BHIOpaThes 3a CTe-
Hbl 3amKa. [loaToMy ArHecc ABUransach CiaeJoM 3a BOPHIIKOW,
crapasich He oTctaBath. OTKy/Aa ke MapHUIIKe ObUIO 3HATh, YTO
B JIETCTBE MpHHIIECca 001a3usIa BCe 3TU KYCThl, CTapasiCh CIpsi-
TaThCsl OT HYIHBIX YUHUTENIel U TETYIIKH, JIUIIb Obl XOTh HEHa-
JOJITO CHENaTh TO, YETO €M XOTEJIOCh.



Bopuiiika oco3Has cBO OIMOKY JIMII B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia
€My MOHAJ0OUJIOCh BBIHBIPHYTh W3 W3rOPOJM, HO JIMIIb 3aTEM,
4yT0OBI IEepedekaTh B Ty, KOTOpast Oblla BbicakeHa HapoTuB. OH
C YIMBJIEHHEM YCIIbIIIAT MO3a IIENeCT U TPECK, OOEpHYIICS U
olapaieHHo ycraBuics Ha ArHecc. KoneuHo, emy ObUIO Tpya-
HO MTOBEPUTH B TO, UTO MPHHIIECCA HE TOOOSIACh CTIAYKAThCS U
NOPAHUTbCA, cieys 32 HUM. OH MOr Obl CTOSITh M BOCXMILATHCS
TOMY, HO lyMaJl, YTO HYKHO criemuTh. CTpax ObITh MOWMaHHBIM
MOZICTETHYJI €0 HBIPHYTh BO BTOPYIO U3rOPO/b, HO 3[€Ch MON3-
TH He TpUIuIoch. KycTsl OblM BhICA)KEHBI HA OTAAIEHUH OT CTe-
HBI, TaK YTO HYKHO OBLJIO TIPOWTH JIMIIIb CKBO3b IPETPaLy, YTOObI
JBUTAThCS JAJIbIIe HA BOCTOK. ATHecc clieioBasa 32 HUM. Bo-
PHMILIKA ke IIEN TaK YBEPEHHO MOTOMY UTO 3HaJl, MECTO, TIe CTe-
Ha TOIIUIA TPEIIMHOM, MPUIIIOCH CJIerKa MOAKONAaTh, YTOOBI pac-
HIUPUTH MPOXOJ], HO UMEHHO TaK OH U CMOT IpOOpaThCsl Ha Tep-
putopuio 3aMKa. B TemHOTe HaiiTu J1a3 ObUIO CJI0KHO, HO IOHOIIIA
¢ 3TuM cripaBuiics. OH JIOBKO BBIOpAJICSI HAPYKY M OCTAHOBUII-
cs1, yCTaBMBIINCH B TEMHYIO pacceiuHy. Pa3Be npuniiecca Oyzner
yHWXatbcsl ¥ maukatbesi? Ho Arnecc crana. Eii Ob10 HEMHOTO
CTpaIllHO, HO OCTaBaThCsl B 3aMKe ObUIO Ky/a CTpalllHee, MO3TO-
My OHa Mpucelia Ha KOPTOYKH, IPUTHYJIaCch K 3eMJIE U BbLIE3a.
Y nuBn€HHbII TOTOOHBIM MOBE/ICHUEM MAPHUIIIKA JaKe TOMOT e
TIOJIHATBCS HAa HOTH.

— Cniacu60, — Arsecc nogapuia emy Msrkyo YJIblOKY 1 MOTbI-
TaJIaCh CMaxXHYTh C OJIK/IbI [PsI3b, HO JIMIIb pa3Ma3ajia CUJIbHee.

XopoIt1o, 9To BOJIOCH OHA CMOIJIA cOOpaTh B KOCY emlié nepe



TeM KaK IPUTBOPUTHCS CIISIIEN, XOTS JaKe Ceiiuac OHa YyBCTBO-
BaJia BHYTPU BETOUYKU U JINCTOYKU, KOTOPBIX OBITh TaM HE JIOJIXK-
HO. 1 BOT Hama npuHiecca okasauach 3a cteHoi. CMOTpeTh Ha
ropofi ¢ GaJikoHa ObLIO IPYCTHO, HO C 9TOrO pakypca BCE CTa-
Jo emi€ xyxe. [lepeg HUMM pa3nuics poB, 32 KOTOPbIM pPaHbIIe
ObLT HEOOJBIIION JIYT, HO TeNePb OH MOKPBUICS BOIOK, a BIAJIEKE
BUJTHEJIMCh KPBIIIN JJOMOB. ATHECC MIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY BIIPABO U
y’KaCHYyJIach — POB JIOJKEH ObLT CITYKUTb 3aIlIUTON 3aMKa, HO Te-
niepb BOJIa B HEKOTOPHIX MECTaX yke OOJM3bIBAIa CTEHbI, 2 MOCT
JaCTUYIHO OBUT pa3pylieH. Beicokas n ocTpas TpaBa pocia BJOJb
Oepera, 3aJepkuBasi BOKpYr ce0si THHY, KOTOpasi B HOYM Ka3a-
Jlach MPOCTO TEMHBIMU MsiTHamMU. [IpuHIiecca Toraa eme He 10
KOHIIA TIOHMMaJIa HACKOJIBKO TIOJIOKEHHE B TOPOJIE IJIAYeBHO, OHA
OblIa pactepsiHa, HO OOJbIlle paga TOMY, YTO BhiOpaiach. Cam
NIPOCHJI €€ HAalTH TaBepHY, HO KaK el repeOpaThcsi Ha Ty CTOPO-
Hy? Pa3Be uTo 1o Mocty. XOTh OH M pa3pylleH, HO He 10 KOHIIA,
a BOJa TYT BPsIJI JIM CJIMIIIKOM TJTyOOKasl, OHa ke He coOrpaercst
TIOIXOIUTD K KPaIio pBa, a MpoOepeTcs BAOb CTeHbI. TOIBKO BOT
OBLJIO COBCEM HETIPABUJIBHO OIIEHUBATh ITyOWHY, KOT/Ia Ha YJIHIIe
TaK TEMHO.

— Cnacu6o0, 4tO crepxkasl oOelaHue, — 3aroBOpujia Haiia
IIPUHLIECCA C BOPUILKOM.

Ona Mora Okl OTYMTATh €ro 3a TO, YTO OH 3aJie3 B 3aMOK,
3a TO, 4TO YKpau noptpet Mmmneparopa u 3a 1o, 4TO ocMest Bo-
pBaThcs B €€ CHAIBHIO, HO JIEBYIIIKE XOTEJIOCh MOOBICTPEe OKa-
3aThCsl MOAAJIbLIIE.



— U 310 BCE? — BOpUIIIKA K€ BCKMHYJI OPOBH, COBCEM YXKE HE
MOHUMAs1, YTO ITPOUCXOIUT.

OH okuaai, 4To EBYIIKA HAYHET KAHIOUUTbh, )KaJIOBAThCS HA
IpsA3b, YBUAMT 3aTOTUIEHHBIN TOPOJ 1 3aX0UYEeT 0OpaTHO, HO AT-
HECC He coOMpaach Jie/iaTh HIYero U3 3Toro.

— A TBI X0uenIb eni¢ OobIne Harpaabl? — BO3MYTHJIACH TIPHH-
ecca. — TBOs XKU3Hb HEJOCTATOUHO [IeHHA?

BeicnymuBaTh €ro oTBeT oHa He coOupasiach. DTOT BOPUIII-
Ka e€ pazapaxain. OHa ocBOOOIWIIA €r0, a OH JIO CHUX ITOpP OCTaJI-
csa HepoBosieH! [ToaroMy npuHIIEcca arHyna K BOJe, eas Bo-
IJIOTUTHh CBOM MBICJIM Ha CUET 1odera B KU3Hb.

— Croii, CTOH, CTOW, — HO TIAPHUIIKA BHOBb MO3BOJIMI cede
CXBaTUTh MTPUHIIECCY U OCTAaHOBUTD e€. — M Kyaa Tbl coOupaerib-
ca?

— B ropon, koHeyHo! — Bo3MyTuIach ATHecCC M MOMbITAIaCh
pazxaTh rpyOble Masblibl.

— Yepes MocT 4yTO JIM? — HO OH HE HaMepeH ObUI cervac OT-
MyCKaTh IPUHIIECCY, HEPBHO XOXOTHYB.

Kazxapli1 )xuTeNib ropojia 3Haul, YTO 3a CTOJIBKO JIET MOCT TIpe-
BpPATWICS B OY€Hb XPYIKYIO KOHCTPYKIIMIO. OMBbIBa€MbIN BOJIOM,
OH TOTePsT MHOKECTBO KaMHEW, OCTaBUB B ceOe 3HSIONIUE JIbl-
PbI, HE TOBOPSI O TOM, YTO WJITH IO MOCTY OBbLIO ObI HEIMOBEPHO
CKOJIb3KO, HO OCHOBHasI Ipo0sieMa Obljia JIaxke He B STOM.

— A Kak emié? — 1 BC€ xe ArHecc yaajioCh BbIPBAaTbCS U OT-
CTYNMTb Ha IUar.

OHa yciplasia Kak 1o3ajay 3airyMesa Bojaa, B KOTOPYIo Mo-



IPY3WINCH €€ HOTH TI0 JIOBIKKY. Biiaro eé koxaHble caroru Obl-
JI1 XOpOIIo 00pabOTaHbl MACJIOM M CMOTJIM HE TTPOMOKHYTb.

— Jla KaK yrogiHo, TOJIbKO He Tak! — BOpPUIIIKa HEMHOTO CEepIu-
TO MaxHyJ pykoi Ha Bony. — [louBy 3neck pa3mbLio. Tel mpocTo
YBSI3HEIIb U He T00epeIibest 1o MocTa. Jla nake eciu 1o0epeiiib-
Cs1, TO IEPEUTH €ro He CMOxelb! Tam ckob3ko 1 onacHo! Mocr
oueHb xpynkui. Hy u nanpiie no HeMy WATH IMTPOCTO HEKYJA.

— W... Yto Torga nenath? — HEYBEPEHHO cripocuiia ATHecc,
0e3yCIelTHO MbITasCh BRICMOTPETh B TEMHOTE JPYTOM My Th.

Omna coBceM He Aymaiia, 4To BCE HAcTONBbKO 1I0x0. Ho Cam
BeJlb Kak-To coerasn B ropos!

— MoO:xHO BILIaBb, — BOPUIIIKA KMBHYJI HA POB.

ATHEcCC HEMHOIO KCIYTaHHO MOKOCWJIACh Ha TEMHYIO BOMY.
Ona HaBepHsIKa XOJIOHAS, a TUTBITh BOOOIIIE-TO HEIAIEKO. A 4T
€CJIM TaM TUIABalOT Kakue-HUOydb crpaiiHbie TBapu? CIIOBHO B
NOATBEP:KJCHUE €€ MbICJIEd UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT IOCIIbIILIAI-
Cs1 TPOMKHI BCILIECK — 3TO pblOa BBICKOUMJIA, YTOOBI IMOMMATh
HACEKOMOE U MOJIAKOMUTBCS, HO JIJIs PUHIIECCH B TEMHOTE 3TO
ObLIT CaMblil )KYTKHIA 3ByK OI’POMHOI'O MOHCTA.

— 4 maBath He yme! — BhINAIWIA OHA, YyTh TPOMYE, YEM
CJIE/IOBAJIO.

KoHeuHo, HUKTO He yuuI1 JeByIIKY IuiaBath. Ha tepputopun
3aMKa He ObUIO JIaXe 03epa, Jake MaJeHbKOro mpyna. 3auem
YUuThb €€ IUIaBaTh, €CJIM OHA HE JOJKHA ObUIA MOKUAATh CTEHBI
3amka? Bopwuiika xe ucnyrasicsi €€ rpOMKOro rojaoca, Tak 4Tro
NOZJIETEN K HEW, 3aKaJl pOT JIAJIOHBIO M OTTECHUJI K CTEHE, UTO-



Obl X HUKTO He 3aMeThII. 51 y’ke TOBOPUJI BaM, UTO OXpaHa Obl-
JIa JIAIIb HA 3aMaTHON CTeHe, HO HAIlIUM TepOsiM 3TO ObUIO HeW3-
BECTHO.

— [IpuHiiecca, TyT He cieayeT IyMeThb, — 3alllenTan ObICTPO
IOHOII1A, [TIOTOMY YTO ATHECC IbITaNach €ro OTTONKHYTh. — Hac
MOTYT OOHAPYKHTH!

[loHsiB, 4TO OH MpaB, MPUHIIECCA 3aCThLIA U MOJHSIA TOJOBY
BBEPX, BBICMATpUBasi TaM JUOO TEMHBIA CUIIYST pblLIapsi, 100
cBeT oT ¢poHapsi. Hu Toro, HM Ipyroro He MpOU301ILIO, [IOITOMY
CIYCTSl MUHYTY BOPHIIIKA OTITYCTUJI ATHECC.

— Ciymiai. .. — HexX0Tsl 3aroBopui1 oH. — Eciim Xxouenib, 51 Mo-
ry Te0s1 mepenpaBUTh, HO TOJBKO €CJIM Moo0elaelb BecTH ceds
Tuxo! A He Kak cenyac. ..

ATrHecc 1 He HaJesyiach Ha ero nomouns. OHa qymalia, 4to OH
cOeXHUT, KaK TOJbKO OHM OKAXKYTCS 3a CTEHOM, HO 00a ormoa-
JICh Ha CYET APYT JIpyra.

— W kax ke Tl MEeHs1 IEpenpaBUIllb? — IOUMHTEPECOBAIACH AT-
HECC LIENOTOM.

Eii Ob110 JIIOOOITBITHO TaK3Ke, KaK U BOPHIIIKE XOTEJIOCh Y3HATh
—3a4eM MpUHIEcca TaK PBETCA B 3aTOIJIEHHBIM ropol. OH MoTya
noMaHuJ e€ 3a coOo. OHM BEpHYJIUCH K JIa3y, HO MPOIILIA MUMO
K 3apOCJIsIM IMKOTO IIMIOBHUKA. [laxe B TeMHOTE ATHECC MOTJIa
3aMETUTD MOJ] KYCTOM HEUTO, HAKPHITOE TKAHBIO U IMPUCHITTAHHOE
3eMJIEi. Bopuilika Hak TOHUIICS], COPOCHIT MACKUPOBKY, OOHaXast
niepe]1 MPUHIIECCO HeOOBIIYIO JTIOA0UKY. OH niepeBepHy e€ u
BBITAIIWI BECJIO, & 3aTEM NPUHSJICSA CBOPAYMBATh TKAHb U 3aCO-



BBIBATh €€ Ha JHO JIONKHU. EMy He X0Tenoch TepsTh MaCKUPOBKY,
BeJIb OH TUIAHUPOBAJ IIIE pa3 BEPHYThCS.

— Tak BOT Kak ThbI Clo[]a TPOOpaJICsl, — BOCXUTHJIACH ITPHHIIEC-
ca. —Ho... Kak Tbl iaHrpoBas BHITACKUBATh KAPTUHY Yepes3 TOT
na3? OHa Obl HE TIpoJie3na.

— A TBI TyMaelib, 4TO 3TO eMHCTBEHHAS IIeJIb B CTeHe? — BO-
pHUIIIKA YCMEXHYJICS, TIOATACKUBast JIOJIKY K Bojie. — Y MeHsl ObLI
3aracHou 1uiaH. YyTh BbIllIe €CTh el OIHO CKBO3HOE MOBPEKIe-
HUE B CT€HEe, OHO CJIMIIIKOM y3KOe JJIsl YeJIOBeKa, HO KapTUHY TY-
JIa TIOMECTUTh MOKHO. $1 OBI 3TO cz1enan, a MOTOM BBIOpaJICS ObI
31eCh ¥ 3a0pajl KAPTUHY C IPYTrOd CTOPOHBI.

— Tonbko BoT I'peropu moiiMan Tebsi paHbllle, — XMbIKHYJIA
Arnecc.

Eit 1o cux mop ObUTO OOMIHO, YTO STOT HEOTECAHHBIN Tap-
HUIIIKA TaK JIeTKo MmpoOpavicst B 3aMok ! Jla emmé u coexarh per
yepe3 e€ KOMHATy, OyITO He MOT BBIATH TaKXke, KaK MPUILEN.

— Bropoti pa3 51 emy He Momnaaych, — HEMHOTO OOMKEHHO OypK-
HYJI BOPHIIIKA.

— Thl IUIaHUpYyeb BEpHYThCA? — ArHecc 310 yausuiio. — Cria-
nack Tebe 3Ta crapas kaptuHa? Mor Obl yKpacTh JparoieHHO-
CTell — MX BOOOIIIe-TO Jierye TaluTh!

— Tebs, npuHIlecca, He KacaeTcsl, — MApHUIIKA CTOJIKHYI,
HaKOHell, JIOOKY B Boay W npuzaepxkan e€. — [Iporry cagurbest
BHYTPb, HO OyJJb OCTOPOKHA — JIHO HEMHOTO CKOJIb3KOE.

— Mens Arsecc 30ByT! — BOBMYTHJIACH AEBYIIKA.

Eit He HpaBWIOCHh Takoe oOpariieHre. XOTh BOPHIIKA U HA3bI-



BaJI €€ “npuHIIEcca”, HO JEJIaJl 3TO C TAKKUM MPE3PEHUEM, CJIOBHO
OHA JIMYHO CZIesIajla eMy 4TO-TO Iuioxoe!

— By, — nipejicTaBuiicst OH, KUBHYB KaK HU B YEM He ObIBAJIO.
— Tak TbI cagumibea? Wy Takas J10004YKa HEOCTOWHA Ballen
CBETJIOCTU?

benHas ArHecc ycrasia CYMTaTh CKOJIBKO pa3 3TOT TUIl YMY-
puJIicst €€ OCKOPOUTD, HO CIIOPUTH C HUM He ObLI0 BpeMeHu. OHa
C YBEPEHHOCTBIO LIarHyJia K JIOJKe, *kejasi 10Ka3aTh BOPHILKE,
4TO HUYEro He OouTcs. [leByIka rnepekuHya HOry, JTOIKa Kad-
HYJIaCh JaXe HE CMOTpPA Ha TO, 4T0 By e€ npunep:xusain. Hasep-
HOe, ec/ii Obl OH HEe cpearupoBajl BOBpeMs, TO ATHECC Hempe-
MEHHO TUTIOXHYJ1ach Obl B BOIly, HO Byn ycnesn cxBaTuth e€ 3a py-
Ky 1 TIOMOT TTOJTHOCTBIO CECTh B JIOZIKY. OHa cMyTHIaCh U OypKHY-
Ja Thxoe “cracu00”, 4yBCTBYs ce0si OueHb HeyKIoxel, Ho Byn
He 00paTujI Ha 9TO HUKAKOro BHUMaHMs. OH JIOBKO 3alpbIrHYJI
B JIOJIKY, CXBaTWUJI BECJIO U OTTOJKHYJICA.

— Jlepxuce kperue, — npenynpeaut By, Beas JIOOKy K npo-
TUBOIIOJIO)KHOMY Kpato. — He Xo4y BbhITaCKUBATh TeOs1 U3 XOJIO/-
HOW BOJIBL.

Ha 310 Arnecc nuiib Kpenko BIeNWIach B 60pTa JIONOYKH,
OoJIBIIIE OT CTpaxa — € CHJIbHO PACKauUBAJIO, IO3TOMY IPHHIIEC-
ca Oosiack MepeBepHYThCs. By rp€d oYeHb THXO, IMTOCTOSTHHO
OIJISBIBASICh HA CTEHY, YTOOBI yOSTUTHCS, UYTO UX HUKTO HE 3a-
c€k. Bam MHTEpECHO MoueMy OH pelnil NepenpaBUTh MPUHIEC-
cy B ropon? f Bam noackaxy — Byn coBcem He 37101, a eni€ oH
He Tiyn. OH MOHMMAJI, YTO HY OfIHA yBaKaiomasi ceOsi apucTo-



KpaTKa HUKOT/1a Obl He COIIACHIIACH HA TO, Yepe3 UTO TOJIBKO UTO
IpoIIUIa HaIlla cCMeJast puHIecca. JIuib cepbE3Hbie TPOOIEMBbI
MOTJTH Obl TOJIKHYTh KOPOJIEBCKYIO 0COOY Ha TaKue KPalHOCTH, a
noroMy Byn pemm, 4to AeByllIKe rpO3UT peajibHasl ONacCHOCTh
HE CMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CEMbIO OH, KaK 1 BCE B I0-
pore, HetomoOMBai. biaropoiHelii BOPHIIIKA HE MOT OCTaBUTh
JnaMy B Oefie.

skekesk

[lepenpaBa mis ArHecc mnokasajlaCh OESCKOHEYHO OJTOM.
Jloaxy miaranao U3 CTOpOHBI B CTOPOHY, IO3TOMY NajibLibl ATHECC
3aMEP3IH JiepkaThes 3a Oopra. JleByiika qymasna, 9to 3TO 3aii-
MET BCero nmapy MUHYT, HO BpeMeHM YILUIO Kyaa Oonbiie. Haxe
NEPENJIbIB POB, OHU BCE PABHO OCTABAJIMCh B BOJE, U Byn yBe-
PEHHO MpaBWJI JOAKY Aajbie. HouHas TMIIMHA HEMHOTO J1aBU-
Jla, HO HUKTO W3 MyTHUKOB HE OCMeNWJICs Obl ceiluac 3aroBo-
puth. Bopuilika cocpenoToumsicsi Ha TOM, YTOObI TIPABUTh JIOA-
KO, a MpHHIIEcca CTapayiach He BBIBATUTHCS 3a Oopt. B mrore
OHM nonayv B ropo. CBeT He ropei HU B OIHOM M3 JJOMOB, a
BOJIa 3aTaruIMBaia KaKAyI0 JBEPb UyTh MEHbIIIE, YeM HATOJIOBU-
Hy. [Tonb30BaThCcsl STUM BBIXOIOM OBUIO Obl YK€ HEpeaTbHO, HO
ATrHecc ¢ ynuBJIeHHeM OOHapyKWja HaJl TOJIOBOU JiepeBsSHHbIC
11aT(POPMBI, KOTOPBIE COEAUHSIIA JOMA BMECTE, a €IlE MOABEC-
HBIE MOCTBI, 110 KOTOPbIM KUTEJIU TENepb U nepeMeniaiuchk. By-
Ny K€ CTaJIo I'PECTU Ky/a Jierdye — Terepb OH MOTI' OTTaJIKUBATh-
cs1 1aXke OT CTeH, YTOOBI TPOJIBUTATH JIOJKY BIiepen. ArHecc 00s1-
JIach KPYTHUTHCS, HO HE pacCMaTpUBaTh TEMHBIE COOPYKEHUST Obl-



JIO TIPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO. BONMM3M 3T HEKa3UCThle KOHCTPYKITUH
CMOTPEJUCH emmg Oojiee KYTKO, 4eM C e€ OaTKoHa.

OHu 1JIbUIY B TIOJTHOM TUIIIMHE, TTOKa By He HarmpaBuit IOaKy
K ycioBHOMY Oepery. Boia Tam 3akoHYMIIaCh, TaK YTO ITO BIIOJ-
HE MOXHO OBbLJIO TAKOBBIM CUMTaTh. JIO/IKa CUIbHO TIOKAYHYJIACh,
TaK YTO MPHUHIIECCA TUXO OMKHYJIA, BIETIMBIINCDH 3aJI€ICHEBIIIN-
MU MajbliaMu B OopTa, a By TeM BpeMeHeM CIphIrHyJ1 60CHIMU
HOI'AMU B BOJly, UTHOPUPYS XOJIOJ, ¥ IPUHSJICS BBITATUBATD JIOJ-
Ky BMecTe ¢ ArHecc. JInnb Koraa TpaHCOPTHOE CPEICTBO HAMO-
JIOBUHY OBLJIO Ha Oepery, BOPHIIIKA TO3BOJIHJI JICBYIIIKE BHIOPATh-
cs. [IpuHniecca crpeirHy/ia Ha 3eMJTI0, PaAysICh TOMY, YTO, HAKO-
HElI-TO He yKauuBaeT, a By oTtammn 1oAky K OmkaiiieMy ay-
Oy, HAKMHYJT Ha He€ TKaHb U MPUHSIICS NMPUBSI3bIBaTh. OCTaBaTh-
Csl pAIOM C HUM JIOJIbIIIE OKA3aJI0Ch OYE€Hb HEJOBKO, HO MTPOCTO
MOJTYa YUTH JIEBYIIIKE MEIIAIN MaHEPHI.

— Cnacu60, 4TO MOMOT, — B UTOTe BBINAJINIA OHA, 3aCTaBJISIS
BOPHUIIIKY OOEPHYThCSI.

ATHecc X0Tena YUTH, MO3TOMY ClieNajia apy aroB Ha3aj, HO
OCTaHOBUJIACh, TIOHSIB, YTO COBCEM He 3HAET B KaKyI0 CTOPOHY el
HeoOxoarmo. CaM cKazall, YyTo TaBepHa HAXOAUTCS Ha OKpauHe,
HO IJIe 9Ta caMasi OKparHa IIPUHIIECCA He MpeIcTaBsiia. Moxer,
€CJIM TIPOCTO MJITH 110 Oepery, TO paHO WJIX MO3/IHO OHA TIPUIET B
HyxHoe MecTo? TonbKo ceiluac ArHecc NMoHsiIa, YTO TOCTYIHIIA
IJIyTIO — OHA He B3s1a ¢ COOOM HU KMHKasa, HU elbl, HU JICHeT.
A dto ecu Cama nipuaeTcsl kaAaTh HECKOJMbKO nHen? Uto oHa
OyzeT nenarhb?



— U xyna 1e1 cobpanack? — nmonHTepecoBaicsl By, BCKUHYB
OpoBHU.

KoHeuHo, OH 3amMeTWI1 Tep3aHus MPUHIIECCHL. Bbl Obl Ha ero
MeCTe TOXke MOJYMaJIU, YTO ITO KaK-TO CTPAHHO, KOT/Ia JIeBYIIIKA
riepel BaMU CTOJIb PACTEPSTHHO OCMaTPUBAETCS.

— TeOs He KacaeTcs, — BRICOKOMEPHO OTBETUJIAa OHA. — ThI BBI-
BeJI MEHS U3 3aMKa, a 3HAYUT C/IeJIall TO, YTO Sl IPOCUIIA.

Ona Obl1a, KOHEUHO TpaBa, HO YTO-TO TYT ObUIO He Tak. Pa3-
Be HE CTPAHHO, 4YTO ATHecc BooOIe 3axorena coexars? OHa He
HBUIA, BeJia ce0s TUXO, He KaJIOBaJiach, YTO OHU JIOJTO UITYT, a-
K€ HM pa3y He MUCKHYJA OT TOrO, YTO PO30BbIE KYCTHI €€ Molia-
pananu. Byn 4€TKo Bue MEJIKUE IapanvHbl Ha e€ aune. Kakas
JIeBYIIKA B 3[paBOM yMe Monuia Obl Ha Takoe? OHa CJIOBHO B Ta-
HUKE OT Y4ero-to Oexasna. A ecli MoayMarh eI JIydlie, TO 9TO
MeNIaJIo MPUHIIECCE MPUKa3aTh BHIBECTH €€7 A TOTOM MpUKa3bl-
Bath enle u eme? Bor u ceiluac — 4to MeaeT mpocTo NpuKa3arh
BOPHMILIKE OTBECTH €€ TyJa, Kyaa oHa xouet? [la, oHa eMy He J0-
BEpSIET, HO SIBHO HE OPUEHTUPYETCS B OKPYTE.

— ToI XOT$1 OBI B KypCe, UTO JIIO/IU TYT HeHaBuasT MiMriepatopa
1 BCIO €0 CeMbI0? — pelii yTouHUTh Byz, 4yBCTBYS, Kak cepilie
OTYEr0-TO CKMMAETCH.

Torga oH HE MOHUMAJ YTO C HAM, HO 51 BaM MOJCKax)y — BCE
JIeJI0 B coBeCTH. XOTh By 11 gymaJt, 4to HykHO moOsicTpee n3ba-
BUTBLCS OT MPUHIIECCHI, HO TENEPb MEAJIEHHO OCO3HaBaJ, YTO CO-
Oupaetcsi 6ecCOBECTHO OpPOCUTD IEBYIIIKY B ONTACHOCTH OIHY. [a,
eMy OBUIO CTPAIITHO, YTO €r0 OOBUHSAT B MOXUIIIEHUH, HO 9TO TaK



¥ TaK MPOU30MIET, 2 3HAYUT Y HET'O COBCEM HET MPUYNH U30eraThb
npuHiieccy. [la, OH MOXeT OTIYCTUTh €€ Ky/a I71a3a MIsIsT, MO-
KET, OHA JIaxke T0OepETCs A0 TaBEPHBI, KOTOPYIO elIE He YCIIeNo
3aTONWTh, HO YTO MoToM? Celiuac OHa BhITJIsAAENa Kak 0OOpBaH-
Ka — IpsA3HAst OfIeXk]1a, MCLIApANlaHHOE JIULIO U PYKH, IOPBAHHBIN
PYKaB, pacTperaHHble BOJIOCHI, 3aIIOJTHEHHbIE BCIKUM MYCOPOM,
HO BCE 3TO HE CKPBIBAJIO €€ MaHEp, MUJIOBUIHON BHEIIHOCTH U
JOPOTrHX KOXKaHBIX CalOXeK C SIBHO 30JI0ThIMU npsikkamu! [la-
ke eclii ATHecC JOAyMaeTcsi He KpUuuyaTh HalpaBO U HAJIEBO O
TOM, YTO OHA MPHUHIIeCCca, APYrue MOUMYT, 4TO JIEBYIIKA HE TaK
npocrta. M kak xe Torja oHa coOMpaeTcsi OTOMBATLCSA OT TeX, KTO
3aTesil 3710, ECJIU MTPU Hell He ObUIO Jake MaJIeHbKOrO HOKMYKa?

— A ceMblo-TO 3a 4yTO?! — BO3MyTHIach ArHecc. — Mbl HU4Yero
Tioxoro He czaenanu! Mbl Toke BOOOIIIe-TO 3aI0KHUKH !

Oma BbINajIMIIa 3TO HE MOAYMAaB, HO TEMeph, KOT/Ia CJIOBO Clie-
TeJIo ¢ e€ ryd, OHa BHE3AITHO OCO3HAJIa BECh yXKac CUTyalluu. “3a-
JIO)KHUKK~ — MMEHHO TaK M HHWKaK WHauye. BoT mouemMy eii ObI-
70 He 1o ce0e, BOT MoYeMy OHa TaK JIETKO PelIniiach Ha Mooer,
BOT nioueMy cjioBa Cama He 3Bydasiv Kak MojHbii Open. OHu Ku-
JIM B3alepTH, HUKTO MX HUKYyJa He BbimycKal. ['octu npuesxka-
JIM, HO CaMM OHM HM pa3y He NMOKMJaIu 3aMoK. [dans Arxecc
Ky/Ia-TO ye3KaJl U JJaxe mapy pa3 opai ¢ coodout ['peropu, a BOT
CaM miis B caMoBOJIKY cOerait B ropoa. Oten u ArHecc ke He
MOTJIM BBIMTH 32 CTE€HBI, HO U cam VmMnepaTop He MOKUAA CTeH
3aMKa. OH CJIOBHO CT'YCTOK ThbMbI NE€PEJBUTAJICS BHYTPH, JIUIIIb
U3pe/Ka BCTpevasich C HUMU Ha 00e/1aX U TO JIMIITh B BaXKHbIE MO-



MEHTbI BpOJE AHEW POKACHUN WM KaKHUX-TO BaXHBIX JaT. Ar-
HECC HE pa3 C/IbIIIaJIa paccKasbl TETYIIKHU O CBOMX AETAX, KOTO-
PbIX OHA CMOIVIa OTIPABUTh B IIKOJTY, HO YTO 3a IIKOJIa — OCTaBa-
JIoch Jiib raaath. [IpuHiieccy oOydyany He BBITycKasi C Teppu-
Topuu 3amKa. M 3to Ob110 Beerga. HekoTopbie MPUHITBI, KOHEY-
HO, TIOKUJAJIA CTOJIUILY, HO 3TO OBLIIO OOJIBIIE OXOXKE HAa M3THA-
Hre. VIX mopTpeTsl CHUMaJM CO CTeH, MMeHa 3a0bIBaJINCh, CJIOB-
HO MX U HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO, HUKTO Y HUKOT/IA O HUX HE 3aroBapu-
Basl. [la0s ObUT €TUHCTBEHHBIM POJCTBEHHUKOM, KOTOPOTO AT-
Hecc Brzena B 3aMKe. MOKXHO ObUTO TIOIyMaTh, YTO OHU TPOCTO
yMUpaJi, HO Hallel OeIHOM NpUHIecce HU pa3y He MO3BOIUIN
NOCETUTh KJIaa0uIle, YToOb OYTUTh MaMsTh CBOEH MOYMBIIEH
MaTyIKd. ATHecc MoYyBCTBOBAJA, YTO MO CIMHE MPOOEKaICs
XOJIOJJOK — OHA TOHATHUS HEe UMeJa, rJe e€ MaTynika Oblia Moxo-
poHeHa!

— Hy, 3nHaemn, — Byn nodecan 3atputok. — HukTo He Oynet
pazoupatbcs. Ecnu Tel BAPYT He 3aMeTHIIa, TO y HaC TyT Oe/ICTBHe
— NOTOI. A TOpPOACKOM Ka3Hayeu YK€ MHOIO JIET HE BBIIEIAET
CPEICTB M MaTeprajioB Ha MOCTPONKY JaMObl. 3aMOK-TO Haxo-
JIMTCS HA BO3BBIIIIEHHOCTH, /1 eI1I€ ¥ CTeHOW OOHECEH, a KaK ObITh
Ham? [IpoctbiM moasiM? Buauiib Kak JaJIeKO peKa yxke pasiiv-
Jack? A Balla cemMbsl HUYETO C 9TUM He JesaeT. Tak 4To Heyero
TYT YOMBJISATHCS MOMM cJioBaM. Jlonm OynyT HEHaBUIETh MTPaBH-
TeJIel, KOTOpble OT HUX OTBEPHYJIUCh.

ArHecc ObUIO HEMPUATHO BCE 3TO BBICIYIIMBATh, HO OHA TIO-
HUMaJIa, 4TO I0HOWIA ITpaB. ViMnepaTop AEUCTBUTENBHO HUYETO



He nenaer ¢ nororoM. Ho mpuuém Tyt Arnecc? E€ BooOIe-To
pelIn IpojaTh Kakomy-To apucrokpary! Muade ¢ yero Mmmne-
paTop Tak TOPOIMMUJ COOBITHSI U XOTeJN Chirpath cBaabOy? Buam-
MO IIPUHLIECCE CMELMaIbHO He Ha3BaM (pamuuimio poaa Tomaca,
9TOOBI OHA TOYHO HUYETO He TIOHSIIA.

— Tenepp s 310 3HAW0, — cepauTo KMBHYNa ArHecc. — [Jab-
re uto? Cobupaenibest MHe yrpoxath? [loiaénib u pacckaxelib
BCeM, UTO npuHIiiecca oeraet o cronuie? 1 uro? [ener ot me-
HS XOYelllb 32 MOJIYaHHE? A Thl OUEHb JAEP30K, pa3 CUUTACIIIb,
YTO TBOSI KM3Hb HEAOCTATOYHAS OILIATA, YTOOBI IPOCTO OCTABHUTh
MEH# B MOKoe!

[TpuHIecca BHOBb MOXKaJIeNna, 4To He B3siia ¢ co0ou aeHer. Mx
y He€ ¥ He ObUIO, HO XOTsI ObI IparolieHHOCTEN MOIJIa HAIXaTh
B KapMaH! A Temnepb 3TOT BOpUINKa OyaeT ei yrpoxkars! ArHecc
cKajia KyJIakd, TOToBasi Ha Hero HaOpocuthesl. Ecnu o pern,
YTO TOJILKO ['peropu ymeer aparbcs, TO OHA Celyac ke JOKAKET
emy oOparHoe!

— [la 51 BOOOIIIE HE K TOMY! — HO IOHOIIIA BO3MYTHJICS, OYATO
CJIOBA IEBYIIIKH €r0 TITyOOKO OCKOpOmm. — §1 mpocto mpenynpe-
K Jaio Te0s1, YTOObl Tl HUKOMY He pacckasbiBaia. .. Ciymiai, na-
Baill 51 MPOBOXY TeOsI Ty/a, rlie MOKHO NiepeHoueBars? He kopo-
JIEBCKUE MOKOH, HO...

Byn ouenb xoTen yoemuThes, U4TO ¢ Hell BCE OyAeT XOpoIIo.
OH npocTO HE MOT OCTABUTH JIEBYUIKY OAHY ITOCPE/IX YJIULIbI HO-
yplo. Jlaxke ecnm yTpoM cioja NpuayT pbiapu, Bya cymeer or
HUX CKPBITbCS, HO UTO Ha CUYET HEeE?



— Cnacu60, He HyXHO, — ATHECC OTBEpHYJach U YBEPEHHO
clieniasia rnapy ImaroB Briepén. — Thl cienan Be€, 4To Mor, a 60J1b-
11Ie MHe HeueM TeOe OTIUIATUTh 3a TIOMOIIb !

Hla, Hala mpuHLIecca MOHATHS HE UMeJia KyJla UITH — BCe J0-
Ma B TEMHOTe ObUIM TTOXOKH JIPYT HA JIpyra, Ooliee Toro, Aruecc
HU pa3y Jlaxe He BUJE/a KapTy ropoja, a moTOMYy COBCEM He
MIPEJCTaBIsIa, T/Ie TYT MOXET HAXOAUTLCS HYXKHOE e 3[aHue.
Ho Cam ckazan eii uckath TaBepHy ! OH TOUHO ObLT yBEPEH B TOM,
YTO €ro cecTpa CIPABUTCS C TAKOW 3a1a4eit!

— To ectb, X0ouenb ckazaTh, YTO 3Haellb, Kyga uartu? — By
MOCJIEIOBAN 32 HEM, HO JIEPKaJICS Ha PACCTOSTHUM.

Kax1p1i1 ropokaHuH 3HaJl, 4YTO UMIIEPATOPCKas CEMbs HE I10-
sBisiercs B ropoge. [lpuHiiecca TOUHO He MorJia 3HaTh BEPHYIO
nopory. Bya 6pu1 IpocTO yBEpeH, uTo IeBYOHKA YIPSIMUTCS, HO
HE MOT TMOHSThH C Yero.

— 3Haio! — HO ArHecc JivIlb YCKOpUJIA 1Iar.

Byn nonumait, uto styuriie 1jist Hero OyAeT yWTH, OCTaBUTb 3Ty
CTPaHHYIO TIPUHIIECCY OJIHY, TeM OoJiee, eMy HYKHO 3aTauThCs
Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, HO, KaK 51 ¥ TOBOPHJI, HAIll MaJIbYUK-BOPUIII-
Ka ObUI OYEeHb COBECT/IMB. VIMEHHO 1MO3TOMY OH OTITpaBUJICA 32
Arsecc crnienom. [Ipuniniecca emé He 3Hana, HO Byn Toxe ObuT
yhpsiM. A elli¢ OH MpeKpacHO 3HaJI, YTO HOYBIO MO CTOJUIIE XO-
JUTh HEe CTOUT. U 3TO 51 MOT'Y TYT COKpaTHUTh 10 hpasbl: “IIUIM OHU
OUEHb JOJIT0”, HO 3TO €Ba JIM CMOXKET ONUCATh UX MyTh. ATHECC
cTapaJiach OT HETO OTCTaTh, a €I1IE€ OHA XOTeNa YIUTH NOAAJIbIIE OT
BO/Ibl. OHM IIJIM TIO TPABUMHOM AOPOKKE MUMO YbHX-TO JOMOB,



HEKOTOPHBIE M3 KOTOPHIX ObLIM 0OJIOKEHB KAKUMHU-TO MEIITKAMHU.
[TpuHIecca He MOHMMAJA 3a4eM, HO BaM 51 OOBSICHIO — TaK JIIO-
¥ TyMaJjiv, 4YTO CMOTYT 3alIUTUTh CBOM JIOMa OT HABOJHEHHUSI.
OHU MOHMMAJTH, YTO BOJA HE OCTAHOBUTCS, a IOTOMY CTapajifch
JI00 OOKAaIBIBATh JOMa JIN0O OOKJIaAbIBATH MEIIKAMHU C ITIECKOM.
910 He nomorayo. Boga noacrynana BCé Bellle, MOMIONMIASA CO-
6011 BcE Gombinie IOMOB. [103TOMY HaYa M NOSBIATHCS HEKA3M-
CThIe JIepEBSIHHBIE MJIATPOPMBI, TIOITOMY JIIOAM HAYATA TTPOKH-
JBIBATh MEXAY JIOMaMU MOCTHKH, YTOOBI UIMETh XOTh KaKyl0-TO
BO3MOKHOCTb IMEPE/IBUTATHCS. Y JIIOJIEH He XBAaTaI0 MaTepUasioB,
YTOOBI MOCTPOUTH HOBBIE JIOMa Ha MECTax MOCYyIIe, MO3TOMY Te,
KTO TTPOJIOIKAJ KHTh B MOJTY-3aTOIIGHHBIX MECTaX CTPAIITHO 3a-
BUJIOBAJTU TEM, KTO MOT JIO CUX TIOp JKUTb HA CyIIIe, a Te, KTO JKHJI
Ha CyIIIe CO CTPaXOM >KIAJIM MOMEHTA, KO/l Y UX KUJIMILE TO-
IPY3UTCS B XOJIOAHBIC BOJIBI PA3JIMBAIOIIEICS PEKH.

Arnecc 1 Byn Tem BpemeHeMm Tuxo 1uiv jaajblie. [TpuHiiec-
ca CBOpauMBaJia, HeIpsIa B HEOOJIBIIME YJIOUKH, CTApasIach MPo-
TUCHYTHCS MEXIY IOMaMU, HO BOPHILIKA OT HE€ He OTCTaBall —
YK OH-TO BUJEJI, UTO JIEBYIIKA YKe cAesasia Kpyr, a TOTOMY ObLT
yYBEpEH, 4TO OHA MPOCTO 3a0y/INIaCh.

— U nonro Thi Oyzienis MeHs ipecnieioBath?! — 3ammmrena Ar-
HECC, OCTAHOBHUBIIIKCH.

Omna pa3BepHyach, BUjis, yTo Bya Toxe 3aCTbUl TPUMEPHO B
YeThIpEX Iarax ot He€. JIeByIKa XOTh 1 MHOTO TPEHUPOBAJIaCh
¢ I'peropu, yunnack ObITh BRIHOCIMBOU M CUJIBHOM, HO Jake e
ObLIO OOJIBHO TaK JOJMTO UATH. HOrM TUXOHBKO HBUTH, TpeOys OT



CBOEU XO35UKM OTAbIXa. [Ipu3HaBaTh 3TO HE XOTEIOCh, BOT OHA
U penmia Bo3MyTuThcs. Hert, crpariHo eit He 6bi10. OHA TIOHU-
MaJjia, 4YTO BOPHUIILIKA HE C/EIAaeT el HU4Yero mioxoro. Beap eciu
OBbI OH XOTeJI, TO YK€ JTaBHO ObI c/ienall.

— To1 3a0nmynunack, — Ho By npearnouén He oTBevyars Ha eé
BOITPOC.

— He 3a6nynunace! I[Tpocto meiTatochk cyienarh Tak, 9TOObI Th
oTcTasl! — coBpaJsia MpuHIECca.

— JlagHo, KaK cKakelllb, — OH 3aKaTuJI ra3a. — Ho, 3Haens. ..
Tyt ectb TaBepHa. “Cepsbii JIuc” HazpiBaetcs. A nymaro, 4To rnou-
1y Ty/la 1 HEMHOTO OTJIOXHY. Tak 4To0, eciii BAPYT MOHAJT00UTCS
BCE k€ MOSI IIOMOIIIb, TO HAal 1 MEHsI TaM.

OH CyHyN pyKd B KapMaHbl M Pa3BepHYJICSI, YTOOBI YUTH, HO
CZIEIaJT 3TO MEJIEHHO, JAaBasi IPUHIIECCE NIAHC XOPOIIEHbKO MO-
JyMarh 1 1ocjenoBarhb 3a HuM. Hebomnbias xurpocts Byna cpa-
6otasia. XOTh OH U IyMaJl, YTO TO OTTOTO, UTO JIEBYIIIKA yCTala,
HO MBI C BAaMU 3HaeM, 4TO ATHecC MPOCTO YCJbIIana TO camoe
Ha3BaHMeE TaBepHbI, Kyaa e€ orrpasui Com. [ToaTomy npuHiiecca
peniia, 4To He OyIeT HUYero 3a30pHOro, eCJId OHA BOCIIONb3Y-
eTcst Bynom, uToObI Tyaa 100pathCes, a OH ObUT MPOCTO paji, YTo
CMOXET IMPUBECTH e€ B Oe30ITacCHOE MeCTO.

[Touemy e BopuilKka oTIpaBuiics uMeHHO Tyaa? [Toromy uto
TaM Kuja oueHb AoOpomymiHas Térymka loporu. Emé korma
Byn ObL1 MajleHBKHM, OHAa YaCTEHbKO €My MoMorajia 1 Jaxe KOop-
Muia ropstuert moxsieéokou. Oteny Byna ObuT OTIIpaBiieH Ha BOM-
HY, TaK YTO MAJIbYHUIIIKA OCTAJICS KUTh C MATYIITKOW 1 OaOYIITKOM.



K coxasieHuio, u3-3a TOBBIILICHHON BJIaXXHOCTHU OT 3aTOIUICHUS
JIOMTY B CTOJIMIIE YacTo Oosenu 1 ymupaid. OcobeHHO He Be3Jo
TeM, JIO YbMX JOMOB jo0Opanack Boja. CHapyku BCE MOKpPbHIBA-
JIOCh TUHOM, a BOT BHYTPH pa3pacTajiach IieceHb, KOTOpasi Mpo-
HMKaJIa B camble HEOCTYITHbIC ITIEJIU, a JIBIIATh el ObLJIO CTPO-
ro mpoTHBONOKa3aHo. babymka Byna Obuta ctapa u odeHb cnia-
0a 310pOBbEM, TIOITOMY OBICTPO YMepJia, a BOT MaTyIIIKa IOCTa-
pajach ciesaTh BCE, YTOOBI ChIHA HE TIOCTHUIIIA Take ydacTb. K
TOMY BpEeMEHH B TOPOJIE MPHITLIOCh IOCTPOUTH CUPOTCKUIA TTPH-
0T, TAK KaK MHOTHE POIUTETM YMHUPAIU JUOO OT Tojofia, oo
ot 0oJIe3HH, MO3TOMY Mama Byna Harpocuiiack Tyia padboTaTh,
B3sIB C CO00#1 U chbiHa. VIM 000MM MO3BOJIMIIM TaM XWTh. B mipu-
I0TE Ha CaMOM Jiejie ObLIO OYeHb JIae HeIlJIOXO — XOTh OH U ObLI
HACKOPO MOCTPOEH W3 HeoOpabOTaHHOTO Opyca, HO PacIooKe-
HUEe ObUIO MAaKCUMAJIBHO JIAJIEKUM OT BOJIbI, YTO JIABAJIO HA/IECK-
1y Ha TO, YTO 371aHKe He YHAET noj Bomy. Ha camom nene maxe
JKUBBIE POJMTEIIM CTAPAICH OTIATh Ty[a CBOUX JICTEH He KeJas,
9TOOBI T€ KW B MOKPBIX IPOTHUBIIKX JIoMax. TaM ObUIO Tec-
HO, 3aTO BCErjia MHOTO JPy3ei W 3aHATUN — yXOJ 32 OrOpoIoM
Y KUBOTHBIMHU, CTUPKA, peMOHT. CUPOTHI He ObLITH JKAJKUMH U
OeCITIOMOIIIHBIMHU, KaK 3TO ObIBaeT 0ObIYHO. [leTh cTapaauch u30
BCEX CWJI, BHIpAIMBasl €Iy M 3aHUMASICh TIOCUJIbHOW TTOUMHKON
onexpl. Ho uTo-TO 5 3aroBopuscs. Ml xke o Téryiike Jopotu!

ITOM JKEHIIMHE ObUIO yKEe COPOK, e€ MyK TOXe ObLT OTIPaB-
JIeH Ha BOWHY M HEe BEpHYJICs, OCTABHB JKEHY M JJOYb C yIpaBJie-
HUEM TaBepHOU. Poikas n Bcerna Becénas Térymka Jlopotu BbI-



Tepresia O4YeHb MHOTO HEB3roJ], MOTOMY YTO M3-3a MOTOMA CTa-
HOBWJIOCH BCE OOJIbIIIE JTIO/IEH, HYXJAIOIUXCS B KUJIbe, TAK UTO
TaBepHa ObLIa JIJI HAX YyThb JIM HE MOCTOSIHHBIM jJioMoM. OHa-
KO HEKOTOpbIe HAYMHAIY HarJIeTh, CUMTasl, YTO UX rope OoJblile,
4yeM y JpYyrux, a TOTOMY OHHM MOTYT MOJIb30BaThCsl JOOPOTOH XO-
3saukM “Ceporo Jluca”. CUpOTCKHM MPUIOT NPOJABAT TETYIIKE
YacTh BBIPALIICHHBIX OBOIIIEH, TaKk 4To By yacTeHbKO MPUBO3ILIT
UX € Ha TeJlere U 3acTaBal HeNpUSATHbIE ClIEHbl. OH HECKOJIBKO
pa3 MPOroHsT TeX, KTO 3aXOIMJ CMIIKOM JaJIeKO U BCTaBasl Ha
3aIIUTy TETYLIKU JJOpoTH, OTTOrO OHa B HEM JyIIU HE Yasa.
[Tostomy Byn penvin oTBECTH MPUHIIECCY MIMEHHO TY/1a, YBEPEH-
HBII B TOM, 4TO YK TETYILIKA TOYHO CMOXET oMoub! OHa He OT-
KaXKET J1aXKe €CJIM Y3HaeT KTO Takasi ATHecc.

K ToMy MOMeHTY, Kak OHM JOOpPAJIUCh TO TaBEPHbBI, HOTH Ha-
11eit Oe/IHOW MPUHIIECCH TOTOBBI OBLTH OTBAIMTHCS. TaBepHa Obl-
Jla TPEXITAXKHOU C OONBITION M KpacuBOW pe3HO BhIBeCKOW. B
MPSIMOYTOJIbHUKE POBHBIMU OYKBaMU YEPHON KPACKOM OBLIO BbI-
BeJICHO Ha3BaHUe, a B JICBOM HIMKHEM OOKy M300paxeHa cepast
JIMCHIIA, KOTOpasi OyATO Obl MOTATMBAJIACH U 3¢BaJia, CJIETKa 3a-
JeBasi CBOMM IYIIMCTBIM XBOCTOM Ha3BaHue. Byn ja1MuHO nmomo-
raj OOHOBUTH BBIBECKY Bcero rof Hazaj. [lepBeiil aTax 3aHUMA-
JIVL CTOJIBI, CTYJIbsI M Oap, 32 KOTOPHIM CKPBIBAJIACh IBEPh B KyX-
HI0. Ha 3aiHemM 1Bope ObUT KOJIOZIel] ¥ KYpSITHUK. PaHbiie y Té-
Tymku JJopotu ObLIM CBUHBU, HO OHM YK€ JIaBHO U3BEJUCh W3-
3a HexBaTKu efibl. CripaBa ke Obllla KOMHATA, I7Ie CTIAIN TETYIIKA
Hopotu u e€ nous Pyt, a B yrity HeOobINasi KaMOPKa CO IIBaod-



paMu 1 MHCTpyMEHTaMu. BTopoli 1 TpeTuii aTak ke ObLUTH pa3-
JeJIEHbI HA KOMHATBI 17151 TOCTOsIbLEB. Korna-To 1aBHO IIpeaku
TETYIIKU JJOpOTH NOCTPOMIIN 3/1€Ch COBCEM HEOOJIBILYIO TaBep-
HY, KOTOpasi CO BpEMEHEM pa3pacTajach U CJIbLIA JIy4llIed B CTO-
jvie. ['oBoprii, 4TO KOIJa-To 3/1€Ch OTABIXAJIM JaXe apHUCTO-
Kparhl, Ipoe3kKaloliye MUMO, HO ceiuac CUTyarus Oblia COBCEM
uHoi. Té€rymka [lopoTu He yHbIBaja, a JIMIIb YJIbIOANach U ro-
BOPUJIA, UTO €€ CeMbs JIOJIT0 11UIa K TOMY, YTOObI HOCTPOMUTH Ta-
KyI0 OOJIBIIYIO TaBepHY, KOTOpasi Terepb MOIJIa IIOMOYb JIIO/ISIM
HIEPEKUTD TOpe.

Byn ObUT paj BUETh TYCKJIBIA CBET CKBO3b OKHA — 3TO 3HA-
YUJIO, YTO TETYHIKA elE He cnuT. OHa 4acTo 3aCUAKUBAJIACH JI0-
NO3/]HA, TPUOMPAsICh B TaBepHE U MOATOTABIMBASICH K HOBOMY
IHIO. A eIlé Halll BOpHIIKa ObUT paji TOMY, YTO ATHECC MpOIo-
’Kajia UATU 32 HUM ceoM. OH MOHATUSA HE UMEJ, UTO €1 UMEH-
HO CI0[a M HaJo. By NoAHAJICA Ha KPBUIBLO U IIPOTSHYJ PYKY
K JBEpH, MOMYTHO 00OPAYMBASICh, YTOOB! OIIEHUTh KaK CHUJIBHO
IIPUHLIECCA OT HEro orcrana. JleBylika CTosia nepes TaBepHOU
Y C KaKMM-TO JIETCKMM BOCXMILIEHUEM PAacCMaTpUBAJIa BBIBECKY,
CJIOBHO 3TO OblIa camasi peKpacHasi KapThHa, KOTOPYIO OHa BU-
JIeJIa B CBOEU KU3HU.

— 3axonuts Oyzenib? — nonHTepecoBajcs Byn HemHoro rpy-
60Baro.

— A? — ipyHIIECCa CJIOBHO 3a0blj1a O €ro MPUCYTCTBUHU, HO TYT
K€ CHOBa HaJlynach. — TeGe-1o uTo?

Byn nipeicHyn OT Tako# KapTuHbl. Kak ObICTpO JMIIO JIeByII-



KM CIIOCOOHO CMEHHUTh OfIHY 3MoLMi0 Ha apyryio? OH nEpHyn
JBEpb Ha ceOsl, OTUETO Ta CKPUITHYJIA U C TIPUTITYIIIEHHBIM I1ap-
KaHbeM OTKpbUIachk. OH BOIIEN MEPBbIM, HO BCE PaBHO OCTaHO-
BUJICS, IPUJEPKUBAsi IBEPb U MO3BOJAsA ATHECC HIMBITHYTh 32
HUM ClIeIoM. ATHecCC celiaia napy IaroB, ¢ HHTEPECOM pac-
cMmaTrpuBasi OMelIeHne B KOTopoe mornania. byaro He B TaBepHY
3a1uia, a B BECTUOIb COOCTBEHHOTO 3aMKa — HACTOJIbKO BIIE-
YaTIEHHBIM OBLTO e€ ynilo. Byna aTo noBecenuo. [leByiika xu-
JIa B POCKOIIM, HO MIOYEMY-TO IJ1a3a CUSLIM B TAKOM [TPOCTOM Me-
CTEeUKe, MPOoIaxIlIeM aJKoroseM U KonoTelo. Ha cronvke nepen
6apoM CToslJ1 HEOOIBIIION (POHAPUK CO CBEUOW BHYTPU. XOTb OH
1 OBLT 3aKPBIT, HO IJIaMsI BCE PaBHO MOAPArMBAJIO U TAHIEBAJIO.
Hukoro B nmomemiennu 6ombliie He HaOMI0AI0Ch, Tak 4To Byn
XOTeJ yXKe MOUTH MOUCKATh TETYIIKY, KaK IBEPb U3 KYXHU pac-
MaxXHY/ach.

— PykByn Hotnu! — cTporuii riyOoKuii ®eHCKUI rojioc pas-
JIETEJICA 10 TaBEPHE, HAapyIllasi COHHYIO TUIIIMHY.

B nBepHOM mpoéme 3acThiia XKEHINWHA, yIiepeB PyKu B 0O-
ka. E€ ppikasi Koca HEMHOTO pacTpernaiach, 3aKaTaHHbIE pyKa-
Ba CUTLIEBOW PYyOaIllKu U KOPUYHEBBIN MEpeHUK ObLIN MOKPbI-
THl MYKOH, a MEX PBDKHX OpoBel 3aJieryia MOPIMHKA, He MpPejI-
BELLAOLIas HUYEro XOPOLLEro, Kak U ToH e€ rojoca. IIpunuecca
ycrieJia JIMIIIb XJIOMHYTh IJIa3aMH, a 3Ta IbIITHAsE 0coda yxe MojI-
nerena K Byay, 3acTaBUB TOro OTCTYNMTb K CTEHKE, I1OCJIE YETo
YXBaTWJIA €r0 32 YXO ¥ IPUTSIHYJA K ceOe BHU3 — OHA ObLiIa HIKE
BOPUIIIKHY Ha LIEJTYIO TOJIOBY.



— Ann! Ait! Ilyctu! — Bosmymiancst Byn, HO ocobeHHO He co-
MPOTUBJISUICS.

DTa JKEeHIMHA BIIOJIHE MOIJIa €CJIU He OTOPBaTh, TO CJIOMATh
€My YXO YK TOYHO!

— Teb6s marymika nenbiid aeHs umer! e Tol marancs! — u
JEVCTBUTEIBHO XO35IIKa TaBEPHBI BBIKPYTUJIA €T0 yXO, MPUYU-
Hs1s emE OoJbiie 6o, — M uto y Teds ¢ miom? C KeM Thl CHOBa
noapacs? [lostomy k Marepu uaT He 3axoten? Tak XOTb MHe
OBl TTOKa3aJcs!

It0 OBUIO OUEHb YHU3UTEIBHO /7151 OeqHoro Byna. Kak Hukak,
a IOHOIIIE yXe UCMOJHWIOCH ABaAnarh jet! OH XOTh U cuuTall
cebst TeM caMbIM B3POCIIbIM, CIIOCOOHBIM 3aIIMIIATh CBOI0 MaMy
BMECTO OTIIa, HO IPOTUBOIIOCTABUTH UTO-TO TETYIIKE lopoTu He
CMOT OBI.

— Ho s ke npuinén B utore! — B 0OTYassHUM MPUKPUKHYIT OH,
0€e3yCIIeITHO MBITasiCh 0CBOOOANUTH MHOTOCTPAIaIbHOE YXO.

ATHecc ke 3acThUla Ha MecTe, HaOmo/as 3a TaKol KapTHHON
¥ He TOPOISICh BMEIIMBaThCs. B TaiiHe mpuHIlecca u cama Oblia
HeMmpoYb OTTACKATh ITOrO HaxXaJsia 3a yXo, a TOJIbKO Y HaIlleid MU-
Jiort ArHecc ObUTO XOpolliee BOCIIMTaHUe, 100past ayIa ¥ paBy-
JIa TUKETa, KOTOPHIE HE MO3BOJIMJIM JIaXe MOMBICTUTD O TIO00-
HOM BapBapCKOM HaKa3aHUM.

— He opu MHe TyT! — TE€TyIIIKa OTIYCTHJIA €TO YXO, HO TYT Xe
riepexBaTuya JUIIO CBOMMHM MyXJIBIMU JIQJIOHSIMU, Tla4Kasl ero B
Mmyke. — Cmorpu! Yike cuHAKY NOSABUINCH!

Omna noseprena o Byna, BHUMaTeIbHO paccMarpuBasi pa-



HBI, & TIOTOM OTITYCTHJIA U €T0, TIO3BOJISISI PACKPACHEBIIIEMYCSI OT
OOUJIBI ¥ CMYIIICHUSI TIAPHIO BHITPIMUTLCS. Byt mpuHsIcs pyka-
BOM M30aBJISITHCS OT MYKH, a JIopoTH 00epHYIach M YCTABIIIACH
Ha MPUHIIECCY, 3ACTAaBUB Ty UCITYTaHHO B3[IPOTHYTh, 4 [IOTOM BbI-
NPSIMUTBCS TIO CTpyHKe. Heyxenu u e€ OyneT kaath nogooHoe
HakazaHue? OHaKo kKEHIIMHA JEeUCTOBATh HE TOPOMMWIIACH, OKU-
JbIBasi ATHECC BHUMATEIbHBIM B3I IOM. JIopoTH OTMeTHIIa XO-
POIIIYIO TKaHb U3 KOTOPOU OblIa CIIMTA OfIekKJa U, KOHEUHO, 3a-
MEeTHJIa 30JI0ThIe MPSIKKYU Ha Ccarorax, HO KaJIKUi BUJI TOCThU HE
TIO3BOJIJT OBl XO3SIIKE TaBEPHBI XOTh B YEM-TO e€ ceiivac yrpe-
KaTb.

— Musouka, kak Te0s1 30ByT? — JlopoTH yibIOHYyIach. — 51 Te0s
TYT paHbllle He BU/EeNA. ..

— 910 Arnecc! OHa... — B7Mewmazica By u Ty ke nomydnin
y/ap JIJJOHbIO 110 KUBOTY.

He 10 4T00BI 3TO OBUTO OOIBHO, HO BO3[yX U3 HEr0 BHIOWIIO,
Meriasi IPOJOJIKUTh MBICITb.

— {1 He Te6s cripammBa ! — BHOBb HAITyCTHJIA Ha ceOs1 CTPOTUi
BU/I JKEeHIIMHA. — Thl TOJIbKO ocMoTpH Ha Hee! Trl uto? o necy
e€ TacKaJs 4to Ju?

PykByz1 yaCTEHBKO MPUBOIXII KOrO-TO TaK 4To JIOpoTH 3TO HE
ynuBmIIO. Takow yX ObLT 3TOT MJIBUMIIKA — BCEM CTapaJics TO-
MOYb, HO MIOJIy4aJIOCh OYEHb HEYKIIIOKE.

— MeHs 30ByT ArHecc! — Belasiuiia MpUHIEcca, TIOHSIB, UYTO U
MPaB/Ia HEBEKJIMBO MOJYUUIIOCh C €€ CTOPOHBI. — [Tpoctute, 4To
TaK MO3JHO BaC MOOECIIOKOMIIN !



bposu Jlopotu nogHsuMcs BBEpX, a Byn cnpsrai jmuo B Ja-
JoHu. C yero Takas peakuusi ArHECC TOrJa He TIOHsIA, HO 51 BaM
TIOJICKaXy — BCEMY BHHOW WM3JIUIIIHSS BEKJIMBOCTh, KOTOPOH OT
MIPOCTOJIIOVH He MoK IENIbcsa. He To 4ToObI Bce OHU ObUIU TPY-
OBIMM ¥ HEOTECAaHHBIMHM, HO TIOIOOHOE OOpaliieHue ObLIO TSI HUX
HETIPUBBIYHBIM.

— ArHecc — OYeHb KpacMBOE MM, — TeM He MeHee Jlopotu
ObUIa JIOCTaTOYHO YMHA, YTOObI HUYETO HE YTOUHSTh. — MeHs
30BYyT [lopotu AciuH, HO MOXellb 3BaTb MEHsI TETYILIKOM, Kak
U BCE.

ArHecc KUBHYJIa, HEe 3HAas YTO TYT MOXHO OTBETHTh, HO [lo-
pOTH 3TO OBUTO He HYX)HO. OHa CHOBAa HaKMHYJIA Ha ceds Cypo-
BBIW BUJ] U TIOBEPHYJIACh K By/y, KOTOPBIV MOCTIEIINT BXAThCs B
CTEHKY, OOSICh TTOJTYYUTh HOBBIX HaKa3aHUM.

— Caiurech 00a 3a CTOJ, — HO JKEHIIMHA JIWIb B3J0OXHYJIA. —
Haxkopmutio Bac 1 panbl 06padoTaio.

Ona yanuiachk, Oypya 1moj Hoc HeJJOBOJIbCTBO cuTyarueid. He
TO YTOOBI OHA 3JIUJIACH, OOJIbIIIE OECIIOKOUIIACH, BEIb OHA BU/IEIA,
Kak ByJ cuzien co cBoum Ipyrom 3a JajibHUM CTOJTMKOM U YTO-
TO OXHUBJIEHHO oOcyxaal. Ilocie yero m ucue3 Ha Bech JICHb!
A 311 1BOE Bcerna ObLM ropaszibl Ha BRIAYMKU. TONBKO BOT 32
€ro JIpyra BOJTHOBAThCSI HE TIPUXOAMIIOCH — TOT emE HU pa3y He
NOSIBJISITICS B BUJE, MogoOHOM Byny. KoHeuHo, eii ObuI0 J11000-
MIBITHO, YTO 3a JIEBYIIKY 3TO MapIIIMBEL] TPUBET B €€ TaBepHY, HO
pacCrpoCuTh OHA UX ycrieeT. Byn ske BBITOXHYI OT OOJIerdeHus,
noTupasi 00JIBHOE YXO.



— IToxoxe, Thl 4acTo Nonajaenib B HENPUATHOCTH, — MTOJME-
TWJIa ATHECC, XMBbIKHYB.

HemHoro ucnyranusiii B3risaa Byaa TyT ke MeTHyscs Ha jie-
BYUIKY U B MTHOBEHHUE 1oxoJiozes1. CioBa Hallel MPUHLECCH ET0
3aJ€J1.

— He cmeii HUKOMY pacckasblBaTh PO Ka3Hb, — MPUTPO3MIL
TIXO By, mporén MuMo He€ U TUTIOXHYJICS 32 OMMKalImi Kpyr-
JIbIA CTOJUK.

ArHecc MpoBOAIMIIA €r0 033JaY€HHBIM B3IJISIIOM, HaOmo1as 3a
TeM, KaK BOPHIIIKA CKJIAJbIBAET Mepeji COOOM pyKH M OIyCKaeT Ha
HUX rosioBy. HaBepHsika OH AMKO ycTall, BIIpOYeM, U MpPHUHLIECCA
YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO [Jla3a ciunaiorcs. B 3Tom mecte ObLJI0 Tak Ten-
JI0 ¥ YIOTHO, YTO JIEBYIIIKA HEBOJIBHO pacciaduiack. JIuiib B 3TOT
MOMEHT K Hel MPHUIILIO OCO3HaHMe — OHa cOexana. bonee Toro —
OHa BIIEPBbIE HAXOIMJIACh 3a CTEHaMHU 3aMKa! DTo OyIopakuiIo
Y COBCEM HEMHOTO Iyraso. JleBylika OKMHYJA IyCTOe MoMele-
HME B3[VIJOM B TaliHe HaesACh, YTO CoM BOT-BOT BBICKOUUT W3-
3a OJTHOM M3 IEPEBSHHBIX OAJIOK, MOAIECPKUBAIOIIUX MOTOMOK, 1
NOXBAJIUT €€ 3a cmesiocTb. Ho 3aech ObLs10 mmycro. Bee roctu cna-
JI1, UX HE CMOIIU pa30yauTh Jake KPUKH XO3SMKH, TOTOMY UTO
COH B 9TOM MeCTe KpeIKui U OueHb BaKHBIW, a TETyIIKa Jlopo-
TH BCETja UMEET I'POMOIIACHBIN rosioc. KTo 3HaeT 4To y Heé Tam
ciryunioch? Cama TOYHO CIIpaBUTCS.

ArHecc nojionia K CToly ¥ TUXOHBKO OTOJBUHYJIA IEPEBSH-
HBI CTYJ, 4TOOBI MpHrcecTh HarpoTuB Bynma. Ceityac 310 Ka3a-
JIOCh €l BEpHBIM pelieHreM. Bbuto Obl TIIYIo CecTh 3a APYroun



croi. [IeByiika rpucesna Ha TBEPAYIO JEPEBSAHHYIO [IOBEPXHOCTb,
BBIPSMUB CIIMHY M MPOJOJIKWIA C HHTEPECOM PacCMaTpyBaTh
OKpyXkeHue. [la, B €€ 3aMKe Takoro TOYHO He YBUIUIIb. OIHAKO
BMECTE C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM B I'OJIOBE JIEBYIIIKH MOSIBUJICS U PE30H-
HBII BOITPOC — YTO e Jienarh Aasbiie? CaM Mpocuil AOKIAThCS
€ro 371eCh, HO KaK 3TO czienarh? Y Heé coBceM He ObLIO ¢ cOO0i
JIeHeT, YTOOBI 3aIIaTUTh 3a €y ¥ HOYJIeT.

—Yt0 cobupaenibcs qasbiie aenars? — By B 310 Bpems ycnen
CHOBA BBINIPSIMUTHCS, & TIOTOMY TOATIEP MOAOOPOIOK KYJIAKOM
M YCTaBWIJICSl Ha TPHHIIECCY, HaOmogas 3a TeM, Kak Oeraer e
B3[JISI] IO OKpYTe.

—Tebe-10 uT0? — ArHecc NOKOCUIIACh Ha HETO, CJIerka B3/1por-
HYB.

Omna emg He 3a0bUTa, YTO OH BOD, a eIlg He 3a0bUia, YTO OH
BU/IEJT €€ B HE COBCEM MPUIMYHOM aMILTya.

— [Ipocto nodomnbiTHO, — By moxai rieyamu. — Y MeHs ¢Jio-
KUJIOCh BIIeYaTIIeHHe, Oy/ITO ThI U MPAB/IA 3HAEIIIb, YTO JIE/IACIIIh.

— A TBI 3a4€M KapTUHY YKpaJ1? — ArHecc Tak ITPOCTO BbIAABATh
CBOM TalHBI He cobupasack. — Pa3 Tyt B cronuie Mmmeparopa
HEHABUJIAT, TO KOMY Obl MOT' ITOH/IOOMThCS €ro OPTpeT?

— Kak MuUHMMYM TOMY, KTO OUY€Hb XOYET €ro CKeuUb, — yCMeX-
HyJics By, OTKMHYBIIIKMCH HA CIMHKY CTYJIA M CKPECTHUB Ha IpyIu
PYKH. — A €IlI€ MOKHO MTOBECUTD B JIOME U TUIEBATh HA HETO KaX-
IbIA pa3, Korga npoxoauiib MuMmo. Hy 1 no3onoueHHas pamka
TOXE CTOUT JICHET.

— B TemHMIIE THI TOBOPUIL, UTO 3TO HE MPOCTO HOPTPET, — MPU-



NOMHMJIa ATHECC, UITHOPUPYSI OCKOPOUTENbHbIE BHICKA3bIBAHUS
B cTopoHy MMmnieparopa.

Ecnu 6b1 €€ npanpajes ceityac 3To CIbIIIA, TO MPUKa3ai Obl
Ka3HUTh Byna BTopoii pa3. Ho Arnecc Obiio Bc€ paBHO. OHa
U cama Obl1a roToBa ochinark Mimneparopa pyraresibcTBamMu, HO
3HaJIa MAJIOBAaTO CAJIbHBIX BBIPAKEHUN JJIs1 9TOTO.

— Thl Begp KUBELIb B 3aMKe, — HaxMypuicsa Byn. — 3Hauwur,
JOJIKHA 3HATh O cekpere?

— O kakom cekpere? — ArHecc cilerka CKJIOHWIA IOJIOBY Ha-
OOK.

Haiiero Bopuniky 310 HeMHoro Harpsrajo. OH ¢ 4ero-to pe-
IIXAJI, YTO MPUHLIECCA YK TOUHO B Kypce, Kak U BCs €€ CEMbs, HO
€CJIM Ja’)ke OHA HE 3HAET O YEM peyb, TO OTKYJa 3HaTh KOE-KOMY
apyroMy? Bel, HaBepHOE, yKe I0ralajluch O KOM peub? A ecnn
HET, TO MOTEPIIUTE.

— CHavasa o6paboTaeM BaM paHsbl, — C KyXHH BbllluIa [JopoTy,
Melasi MPOJOJIKUTh CEKPETHYIO Oecery.

Omna Heca B pyKax Ta3 ¢ BOIOU, OT KOTOPOU MOJHUMAJICA T1ap,
a C Kpaw BHUCEJIO Napy YMCTBIX TPAMNOK. sKEHIMHA NojoILia K
CTOJIy ¥ C TPOXOTOM IOCTAaBWJIa HA HETO Ta3, HEMHOI'O PacIlIeC-
KaB BOJYy. ATHecC ycresa OTOAABUHYThCS, @ BMECTE C TEM OIIly-
TUTb APKUM apoMar TpaB, UCXOOSAIINN OT Boabl. [lopotn xe B3-
JIa O/IHY U3 TPAMOK U OIyCTUJIA €€ B OTBAp, 3aTEM CJIETKa OTXKaJja.
C 3aBHHOI CKOPOCTBIO JKEHIIMHA MpUOIM3UiIachk Kk Byny, yxsa-
THUJIa €ro 3a NOAOOPOAOK M MPHKAIAa MOKPYIO TPSIKY K paHe Ha
JILIE.



— [lunuer xe! — noxaoBajcs IOHOIIA, TO30PHO OTAEPHYB-
IIUCh Y BHIBOPAUMBASICh U3 3a00TJIMBOY CTATBHOU XBATKH.

— KoneuHo! 9710 ke nekapcTBeHHble TpaBbl! — KuBHYJIa JJopo-
TH U BHOBb IIONbITAJIACh €EMY TIOMOYb.

— Ob6oiinych u 6e3 Hux! — HO By BCcKouMsI ¢ MecTta ¥ 3aIien
3a CTYJI, HE TTO3BOJISIS KEHIIMHE TPUOTU3UTHCS.

— HeOGnaropapusiii! — JIopoT 1IBBIpHYJIa B HEr0 MOKpYIO
TPAIKY, I10MaB aKKypar B JIMIIO C TPOMKUM Ij1enkoM. — Cam To-
raa v 3aHuMaiics ceoumu paHamu! 1 nepesn maryuikoii cam ot-
YUTHIBAUCA !

Byn npuHsiics cTaruBath MOKPYIO TPAIKY C JiUIA, a ATHecc
BXKajnach B CTyd, Korga Jlopotu oOparvia BHUMaHUE Ha Hee.
JKeHnuHa B3si1a BTOPOM KYCOK TKAHU M TaKKe, Kak paHee, OIly-
CTUJIa e€ B OTBap, OTXkaJIa, HO Ha ITOT pa3 MPUOIM3IIACh K IIPUH-
ecce.

— A... Moxer... He crout? — nuckHyJia JeBYIIIKa, HAITyTraH-
Has peakiuen Byna.

Tem BpeMeHeM I0HOIIIA YK€ caM MPOMAaKMBaJl PaHbl, Clerka
Mopiack. OH MPOCTO He XOTel1, YToObI 3TO jAenana [JopoTH, mo-
TOMY Y BBIBOPAYMBAJICA TaK.

— He Ootics, s1 Oyay ocTopokHa, — mooOerana KeHIuHa ¢
MSITKOH yJTBIOKOM.

ArHecc emg OT cBoel TETYIIKU-CITYKaHKYU MIOMHIJIA, YTO Ja-
K€ MaJICHbKHI1 ITOPE3 MOXKET CTaTh IPUYMHON CMEPTH, a IOTOMY
MPUILIIOCHh MOAYUHUTHCS. OHa cea pOBHO, MOJIOKUB PyKHU Ha KO-
JIEHU U CKaB JIAJJOHU B KYJIAKH, a MIOCJIE 32)KMYPHUJIACh, TO3BOJISAs



HE3HAKOMOMU IO CYTH KEHIIMHE 32 cOO0U MOoyXaxkuBaTh. Tpsir-
Ka ObUTa TEMIION, OT He€ MPHUATHO MaxJo, a JlopoTn neiicTBoBaa
OYeHb MSITKO U HEXKHO, TPOTUpasi HEOOJbIIIME LIAPATUHKY.

— Kak tebe Tospko He CThIHO, — Oypuana Hopotu. — beqHas
neBouka! Jlaxe He yIMBIIOCh, €CJIM 3TO OHA TeOsI Tak ImapaxHyia!

— He oHa... — obwxenHo 6ypkHyn By,

ArHecc cxkana ryObl, yTOObl He ycMeXHyThcsl. Cutyanus u
npasza Obuta HeMHoro 3a6aBHo. [Touemy? [la motomy uToO orac-
HBII BOPUIIIKA TENepb IPEBPATUIICS B MAJIEHBKOT'O HEMOCTYIIIHO-
ro pe6EHKa, KOTOPOro OTYMUTHIBAIOT 32 MPOCTYMOK. Hemb3s ot-
puIaTth, 9YTo ATHecc BCE ke HeMHOro Oosiiachk Byaa, mpekpacHo
MIOHUMas], YTO OECUECTHBIN YesIOBEK, CIIOCOOHBIN Ha BOPOBCTBO,
CMOXeT U erl HaHecTu Bpel. OnHako neictBus JJopotu mosHo-
CTBIO CTEPJIM ITyTaIyI0 JUYHOCTh Bopa. IIpunIiecca Bee ele He
3HaJa 3a4eM ToMy MoHaao0wiIcs noptper MmMneparopa, HO Te-
Nepb 3TO Ka3aJ0Ch HE TAKUM YK CEPbE3HBIM ITPOCTYITKOM.

— Thl ceriyac ke JA0JKeH MOUTH K MaTepu! — CTporo mpoaos-
xana Jdoporu. — [laxke He qymai, 4To s IO3BOJIO TeOe TYT HOYe-
BaTh! bennasa bea Bcs u3Besnach!

— Hymaerib, oHa He OyJIeT BOJTHOBAThCS, KOTJIa YBUIUT 3TO? —
OrpbI3HyJICs Byz, TKHYB najiplieM B CBOE JIMLIO.

ATHecc ke cujiel1a CTapaTesIbHo KMy ps I1a3a. Bo-nepBbIx, OT-
Bap JIEUCTBUTENIHLHO MIMMAJ e€ IapalMHKH, BO-BTOPHIX, OHA 0O0sI-
JIach, YTO €C/IM OH MOMAJET B IJ1a3a, To OyAET enie Xyxe.

— Panbinie Hano Obut0 1ymath! — napuposana [loporu. — A Te-
nepb YK JIydille TAKMM TIOKa3aThCsl, YeM OECIIOKOUTH €€ OeIHYIO



JyLy MBICJISIMM O TOM, YTO €€ CBIH Iie-TO yMep!

Ot 3THX CN0B ATHEcCC CllerKa B3JpOrHyJia, Beb OHA 3HaJa,
YTO BOPHMIIIKE AEWCTBUTEIBHO I'po3uia Ka3Hb. Ho oHa u qymarh
HE CMeJIa, 4TO IJIe-TO B TOPOJIE €CTh JIIOAU, KOTOPBIM Oy/IET IPycCT-
HO U IUIOXO OT €ro CMEPTH.

— [louTn BCE, MuiouKa, — ycnokousa e€ JJopotu, NCTpakTOBaB
TIOBeJIEHNE Ha CBOWU JIa]l.

— Hy xotp Arsecc MoxeT TyT octarbcsi? — nonpocui Byn. —
Bcero Ha ogHy HOYb! A 5 3aBTpa yTpOM BEPHYCh M 3aIuiady 3a
HEE.

— He Hazo 3a MeHs m1aTuTh! — BO3MYTHJIACh TPUHIIECCA, pac-
NaxHyB [J1a3a.

Byn crosin y Tazuka u 1ojIocKasl CBOIO TPSIKY, a Jlopotu tem
BPEMEHEM NEPEKTIOYNIIACH HA UCLIAPAIlAHHbIE PYKU JIEBYIIKHU.

— Bynro y Te6s nensru ectb, — OypkHYN By, He cMoTpst Ha
npuHiieccy. — He rmynu u cornammarics!

Ona nomxana ryobl, IOTOMY YTO OTBETHUTH €i ObUIO HEeYero.
By He yBuzen Ha e€ mosce Kolleja€uka, IOTOMY U IIPEIONo-
KWJI, 4TO JIEHeT IIpUHIlecca ¢ co0oii He B3si1a. Pa3Be uto B camnore
crpsTana, HO OH B 3TOM coOMHeBaIcsl. OH y:ke OCO3HaJI, UTO PO
Ka3Hb MPUHIIECCA HE IIyTUJIa, a MOTOMY YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO JE-
CTBUTEJIHHO JIOJDKEH JIOCTOWHO OTIUIATUTD i 3a CraceHue coO-
CTBEHHOW KU3HU. ATHECC K€ CUUTAJIa, YTO OHU B PACUETe, a Mo-
TOMY HE XOTeJIOCh OBbITh JOJIKHOW 3TOMY BOPHIIIKE, YTOObI OOJTb-
1Ie C HUM He nepecekarbcs. [a, oH okazascs Jyulle, 4eM OHa
OXHjasa, Ho BCE ke — OH MpoOpasicsl B 3aMOK, YKpaJl MOPTPET,



niofipaJics ¢ ['peropu u BUaen e€ B HUKHEM Oelibe!

—V mens... Ectb npstxku Ha 06yBu! OHH 30510THIE! — BCTIOM-
Hu1a ArHecc. — f ux cpexy, a Bol MOXeTe UX Mpoaath u...

— Ilpekparute, — otmaxHynach JlopoTH, HAXMYPHUBIIUCh. —
JleHer 3a moMoIIIb 51 HU € KOro He codupatoch 6pats! 51 ke He riy-
nasi, ¥ Tak BUXKY, 4TO BBl B ipoOiembl nonaimu. He mpory cebe,
ecau Oyny JeHer 3a Takoe caupath! Tak 4to ceiiyac HaKOPMITIO
BaC M Moijere craTh! ArHecc KOMHATKY Haiiay, a Tbl, Bya, o1-
npaBulibes K Maryike! Y Tonmbko nonpoOyit ociymiarbesi! Ecim
3aBTpa yTPOM OHa MPUIET KO MHE BCS B CJie3aX, TaK U 3HA, YTO
noxa’eeiib 00 3Tom!

— Jla moHsN A, NOoHsI, — OTMaxHyJica By,

A ArHecc mo4yyBCTBOBaJIa CTpaHHOE Teruio BHYTpU. CoBep-
IIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIN el YeJIOBeK ObLT TOTOB IMOMOTATh e Mpo-
cro Tak! OHa jaxe He TpeOoBaia OObSCHEHU, HE BBITBITHIBA-
JIa 4TO MPOU3O0IILIO, OTKYJa OHU Takue! 7KeHImHa mpocTo MOJ-
ya pellnsia IoOMOYb, BUJIs TPEKPACHO, YTO 3TU JBOE yCTaM. Ar-
HECC pellnia, YTO HEMPEMEHHO paccKax)eT Bc€ 310 Camy! Yk eé
OpaT TOYHO OKaXeTCsl Kyja MpeAnpUUMYNBEe U CMOXKET Harpa-
JUTb 3TUX JIIOAEW 32 TOMOILb. OCTa0Ch JIMILb A0KAATHCS, KOTAa
OH TOSIBUTCS 3/1€Ch.

B wurore xeHmuHa oOpaboTana paHKW TpPHUHIECCH, a Byn
OrPaHUYWIICS JIUIITH TEMU, UYTO ObUTM Y Hero Ha Juile. sKeHmmHa
YHEC/Ia Ta3 ¢ OTBApOM, BHOBb OCTABMB BOPHMILIKY W IPUHIIECCY
BIBOEM.

— Ecim OynyT cripammBarh, TO CKaXKH, UTO Thl C PHIOAIIKON



raBaHu, — TUXO IOCOBETOBaJ Byii.

— 310 eme 3auemM? — ArHecC HaxMypHUJIach.

— IIpocTo ckaxu 1 BCE! — 0Tpe3as IHoIA.

ArHecc, KOHEUHO, He 3HaJla, HO By/y, Kak 1 OCTaJIbHBIM JKUTe-
JISIM CTOJUIIBI OBUIO U3BECTHO, UTO PhIOAIKasi raBaHb CaMOM Iep-
BOM ymuia mof Boxy. HUKTO He ctam Obl mpomomkaTh pasroBop,
ecau Obl y3HaJI, YTO YeJIOBEK POAOM M3 phiOalikoii raBaHu. Bce
3HAJIM HACKOJIBKO 3TUM JIIO/ISIM HEIIPOCTO, a IOTOMY He CTaJIu Obl
OepeanTh CTOJIb CEpbE3HBIE TyIIEBHbIE paHbl. JJopoTH BEpHYyIach
K HUM 4epe3 HECKOJIIbKO MUHYT C TIOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM ObLIH
JIBE TapeJIKK C OBOUIHBIM CYIIOM, JJB€ KPYXKKHU C TEMIBIM OTBa-
POM, KOHEUHO K€ 1IeJIEOHBIM, U Tapesioyka ¢ OyJIoUKaMu.

— IIpusitHOTO anmeTuta, — yapiOHyIach UM JlopoTu.

Omna Oostbllle HUYEro He CrpanMBajia u OOJbIIe He pyraiach
Ha Byna, no3Bosisist 3TUM IBOMM OTIOXHYTb U MOeCTb. A ATHecc
OCO3HAaJIa, YTO 3TO ObUT CaMbIil BKYCHBIN YKUH B €€ xu3Hu! Byn
e 3ayMaJIicsl — a 4ToO AeJaTh-TO TeNeph C 3TOW CTPAHHOU MPUH-
nieccoii? Hago ObpUTo Kak-To 3aCTaBUTh €€ OOBSICHUTHLCS, HO Cel-
9ac TOrO JIeNIaTh He XOTEJIOCh. YK CJMIIKOM CYACTIIMBAs YJIbIO-
Ka 3aCThlIa Ha e€ ryoax.



I'nmaBa 3

I'peropu B ommmuun or Cama pemmi, 4YTo CecTpy HE CTOMT
TporaTh O camoro yTpa. OH ObUI IPOCTO YBEpPEH, YTO HEOOXO-
JMMO JIaTh €1 BpeMsi, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUThCS. MHaue KOHCTPYKTHB-
HOro jauasora He BeiieT. OH CITyCTWIICS Ha TPETUM ITak, IIe
HaXOJWJIach ClIaJIbHA ATHECC 1 HalIPaBWIICSA K HEW. Yike u3zaae-
ka ['peropu Buaesn mycToid KOpUAOP, YTO €ro HU Kalljv He Yau-
BUJIO — B TOT MOMEHT OH IIOAYMaJI, YTO 15 IPAKa3ajl PbILiapsaM
YWUTH, Belb HEBO3MOKHO BEYHO JIepkKaTh ATHECC MOJ CTPaXEM.
Ha u 3auem? Bcé paBHO npuHIIecce HeKya YUTH Jaieko. I'pero-
PY OCTAaHOBWJICS IIEPEJ] IBEPBIO, MOITPABUJI YEPHBII KaM30J1, pac-
IIATHIA 30JI0TBIMU HATSIMU | TIOCTy4asl. EMy ObLII0 HEMHOTO CO-
BECTHO 32 TO, YTO OH BUepa BOPBAJICS B TIOKOU CECTPHI O€3 CTyKa
1 ObLT HETIo100ao1IEe OfIET, HO €My ObLJIO BaXKHO IIPOBEPUTD, UTO
B €€ KoMHaTe 0oJbIne HUKOro HeT. CTBIIHO OBbUIO MPU3HATD, YTO
OH B TOT pa3 NOBENICA Ha Inynble yTouku Cama. I'peropu mpo-
CTO HE MOT MOBEPUTH B TO, UTO BOP JEUCTBOBAJ B OJUHOYKY, HO
CJIEJIOB TOZIEJIbHYUKA OH TaK W HE HALIEN.

I'peropu 3a101J1 pyKH 3a CIIUHY, OKUAAs pa3pelleHus BO-
TH, HO OTBETOM ObLTa JIUIIb TUIIMHA. Heyxenu cectpa eme cnut?
Torna He cTouT e€ GeCroKOUTb, HO Pa3roBOp oYeHb BaxkHbIH ! [1o-
3TOMY IIEPBBII IIPUHI] IOCTYYaJ el€ pa3. 11 BHOBb HUKAKOro OT-
BETA.

— Arnecc? Tol crimiib? — nonHTEpecoBasics [ peropu, nocry-



YaB U TPETUM pas.

A 4TO ecnu moAebHUK BCE ke Obu1? YUto ecm ArHecc rpo-
3UT ONACHOCTb? MOXET, CTOMJIO BCE K€ OCTaBUTh OXPaHy, HO HE
KaK HaKa3aHMe MTPUHIIECCH], a B KauecTBe 6e3onacHoctu? I'pero-
pY TIOHUMAJI, YTO 3TO HEBEKJIMBO, YTO MOAOOHHIM BapBapCTBOM
MOXET 3aHMMAaThCsi TONbKO C3M, HO OECIOKOMCTBO BCE ke 3a-
CTaBWJIO TIEPBOTO TPHHIIA 3a0bITh O MPAaBUJIAX MPUIAYHS U TIO-
TSHYTh JBepb Ha ceOst. OH 1arHys1 B OKOM IMPUHIIECCH IIEPBBIM
J€JI0M HaTKHYBILIMCh B3[JI1JOM Ha 3aKPbITYIO IITOPaMHU JBEPh HA
6ankoH. Kpaem rmaza oH 3aMeTHI Kak TOMOPIIUTCS OfIESIO 3a
NPO3pavHbIM OaIAXUHOM, UTO Aaji0 eMy HaJekIy Ha TO, YTO
ArHecc nipocto cnuT. HaBepHOe, CTOMIIO BBIMTH, HO pa3 OH yxke
31ech, TO modemy Obl U HeT? OHM Beib Opar u cectpa. ArHecc
NONMET ero GecrokoicTBo. U 310 OH emE He qodpascs 10 phi-
Hapeil ¥ He y3Haj O MPOIake BOPUIIKH.

— ArHecc, nopa BcTaBarh, — MATKO cKkaszail [ peropu, nogomen
K LITOpaM U PbIBKOM MX pacraxHyIl.

JIBepb Ha GANTKOH ObLTa TUIOTHO 3aKpPbITa. B KOMHATy CKOJB3-
HYJI JIETKUI JIyd Bocxoasiiero conHua. OH Moroi3 no KaMeH-
HOMY TIOJIy, JOCTUI' TYaJIETHOIO CTOJIMKA, YKPALIEHHOIO Jparo-
LEHHOCTSIMH ¥ IPUATHO 3a0erat ro rpadsiM. CoTHeYHble 3aiiuu-
KM 3aIUIsCajIM 1O TIOTOJIKY, HO JJaKe 3TO He 3acTaBWJIO ATHecc
NPOCHYThCS. [ peropu mogomen K KpoBaTé v OTOIBUHY.T Oasiia-
xuH. Henb3s Obu10 BecTu ce0s1 CTOJb HENPUIMYHO, HO OH IIPOCTO
00s13aH IOrOBOPUTH C CECTPOH!

— ArHecc, mpocsinaiics, — I'peropu omycTu pyky ed Ha 1uie-



90, HO BMHT OCO3HAJI CBOIO OIIIUOKY.

OH cixanm ofesyio ¥ OTIIBBIPHYJ €10 B CTOPOHY, BHIS TEpe/
COOOM JIWIITh HECKOJIBKO MOMYIIIEK, CJIOKEHHBIX TaK, YTOOBI ObI-
JIO TIOXO’Ke Ha TO, YTO KTO-TO TYT CIUT. ['peropu cxxai Kyjaakw,
IBITAsICh YCIIOKOMTH CTPAxX | 3JI0CTh, 3aXBaTuBIIMe pasyMm. Kyna
Arnecc moria yutu? Wi xe e€ Bcé taku noxutwin? ['peropu
Terepb OKMHYJT TOKOU CECTPBI 00JIee BHUMATETBHBIM B3IJISIOM,
9TOOBI CIeIaTh XOTh KaKKe-TO BbIBOABL. HUKakux ciieioB qpaku
OH He OOHAapYKWJI, HUYero, 4To MOIJIO Obl O3HAYaTh TO, YTO AT-
Hecc yBeau HaciiibHO. Ho He Moriia ke oHa yutu cama? Heyxenu
CKOpasi cBa/ib0a TaK CHIILHO paccTpomia IeBymKy ? Het, BHIBOIbI
Jenath ObLIO elié CAMIIKOM paHo. ['peropu 3ariisiHyn B €€ Tya-
JIETHBIA CTONMK, YO@XKIAsCh, UTO BCE BEIIM HA MECTe, M0 Kpai-
Hel Mepe Ha nepBbil B3I, [IoToM OH miarHyin k e€ mkady, Ho
BBIYKCIJIATH ITPOTABIIYIO OJICK/TY CPEIH BCeX e€ TUIaTheB ObLIO Obl
npocTo HepeasibHO. B KoHIle I'peropu pacnaxuyi 0ankoH, IOI0-
HIENT K OrPakICHUI0 U HEMHOTO TMEePErHyJics, YTOObl OCMOTPETh
creHy. C OIHOM CTOPOHBI HAXOAMJICS BOASHOU CJIUB, C JPYTOU Ae-
pEeBsIHHASI KOHCTPYKIHS, IO KOTOPOU MOJI3 JTIOOMMBIH TUTIONT AT-
Hecc. [IpuHiiecca oueHb XoTela, YTOObl 9TU IIBEThI 00paMJISLIH e
6askoH, a CaM MPUHSIICSA UCIOIB30BATh 3TY KOHCTPYKIIHIO, YTO-
Obl MPOOMPATHCSI B KOMHATY CECTphl. BuepaliHuii BOpHUIIKa ke
BOCIIOJTb30BAJICSI BOSIHBIM CTOKOM, YTOOBI OBICTPO CITYCTHThCS
¥ YaCTUYHO ero ciomal. HaBepHoe, ObUIO ITTyHO BOT TaK CTOSITh
Y HaJesIThCsl BHICMOTPETD CJIe/Ibl MPOHUKHOBEHUS, Be/lb OAJTKOH
ObLJT 3aKPHIT U3HYTPH. | peropu BIenwics B Nepriia, OCO3HaBas,



YTO HY;KHO CPOYHO HAWTU TeX phlllapeld, KOTOPbIE BUEPA OXpa-
Hs npuHIieccy. OH OTTOJIKHYJICS U BEPHYJICSI B KOMHATY.

— I'ocnoxa Arnecc! Ilopa BcraBaTh! — B KOMHaTy POTHUCHY-
Jlach TETYIIKA-CITyKaHKA.

Ona BocniuThIBasIa ATHECC C MAJIBIX JIET, YUUJIa €€ YATATh U
CUMTaTh, HE OTXOIMJIA OT HEE HU Ha Iar, OblIa IIABHBIM COOe-
CeTHUKOM ATHecc, HO ceiuac ['peropu ObUT TOTOB BBHITPSICTH U3
CTapYyILIKH JyIIY.

— O#1, — 1 OHa yBH/I€NIA €0 XOJIOIHBIN B3MJIsA[l, 3aCThIB IOCPEIN
KOMHATBI C TA3UKOM BOJIbI /I yMbIBaHUS1. — Baiiie BbicouecTBo,

YTO BHI TYT. ..
— I'me Arnecc?! — rpy6o obopBai e€ ['peropu.
— T'ocrioxka. .. — crapyIika rnepeBesyia B3DIsi] Ha MyCTYI0 KPo-

BaTh 1 noosieauena. — ... 5 He 3Ha. ..

['peropu MoHsi1, YTO HUYETO MOJIE3HOTO OT HEE He Y3HAeT, Tak
YTO OTTOJIKHYJI €€ C JJOPOTW U HampaBuiicsl Ha BbIXod. OH CJIbl-
1aJ1, Kak CTapyllKka ellé pa3 OMKHY/Ia U YpPOHWJIA Ta3 C BOIOW,
HO 3TO €0 He BOJHOBAJIO.

CrycTst mapy 4acoB 3aMOK OOBICKAJIH, HO TIPHHIIECCY TaK U He
Hauu. Kpome toro, I'peropu ynanoch y3HaTh O TOM, 4TO U BYE-
paITHU BOP MPOMAaJ U3 TEMHHUIIBI, YTO CAEIAIO0 HEBO3MOXKHBIM
npoBecTy Ka3Hb. OO0baHO MiMmiepaTtop He 0COOEHHO MHTEpeco-
BaJICs T€M, YTO MPOUCXOIUT B 3aMKe, HO CErOHsI HOBOCTH €ro
He obpanoBany. OHU caenany ero pa3bsipeHHbIM. OH MpHKa3al
BCEM PBILIAPSIM, KOTOPbIE 0OsI3aHbI ObLIIM OXPAHATh MPUHIIECCY U
BOpa NpeACTaTh Mepe] HUM. I peropu :xe HUKak He MO IOHSTh



— 3a4eM TOMY BOpy MOHaa00miIock noxumiarth ArHecc? U kak
BOOOIIE eMy ynanoch coexars? HavabHUK TIOPbMBI, KOHEYHO,
MPEAINOYEN He MPU3HABATLCS HUKOMY, UYTO €ro KJII0YM MPOonaJiu,
MOTOMY 4TO 3HAJ, YTO B 3TOM CJIy4ae Ha HEro MoBECAT BUHY, U
Ka3Hb BCE e COCTOUTCSI, HO JEWCTBYIOIIUM JIUIIOM OyJIeT OH.

— Ham HyxHO HeMeUieHHO e€ HalTh! — rapkHyJ ViMmneparop
COPBABIIMMCS TOJIOCOM, MEPECTaB, HAKOHEI, ChIMATh YTPO3aMHU.

['peropu, Kak 1 Bce OCTaJIbHBIE B 3aJ1€, IOHMMAJI, YTO I'OJIOBBI
BCE PaBHO MOJIETAT, HO He ceruac. BepHbIX phlliapeit ¥ Tak Majio
— €CTb OIACHOCTh, YTO OHU BOBCE MOJAHUMYT OYHT, ecu Mmrie-
parop npsiIMO ceryac MpUKa)eT Ka3HUTh BCeX MpUYacTHbIX. Ero
TPSICJIO OT THEBA, HO, IIOXOXE, OH MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJI, YTO JIIO-
I €My HY>KHBI J1J151 [IOUCKOB.

— BoI fo/mkHBI 00BICKATh BeCh ropon! — npukaszan MiMriepatop.
— Kax b1 yronok! MHe nieBaTh Kak Bbl 310 caenaere! [Ipuse-
aute e€ xuBoii! Y yem ObicTpee TeM Jiydllie JJisl BallluX ke ro-
JIoB!

—Wmneparop! [1o3BobTE M MHE IPUHATH YYACTHE B [IOMCKAX !
— U3-3a psi/ia MOHUKIIMX phlllapeit BricTynui Tomac.

['peropu gaxe He 3aMeTUJI B KAKOM UMEHHO MOMEHT OH I10-
sBuicst B 3aie! OH ObUT yBEepeH, 4To Jsi/isi OTAAN MpHUKa3 — He
IyCKaTh TOCTEM M CKPBIBATh OT HUX npowusoenmiee. Cyas mno
BbIpakeHUIO Ha Jiiiie MiMrieparopa, oH ceilyac aJymMai O TOM Ke.

— Bbl Hamm roctu, — ¢ HaxUMOM ckaszai Mmnepatop. — Mel
CaMU MOXEM PEIUTh BO3HUKIIHE HeyI0OCTBA.

Breperie Ha mamstu ['peropu ero mpanpanen ObUT ¢ KEM-TO



HACTOJIbKO BEXJIMB. BOT yxk mpaspaa — repuorckuid pon Tomaca
ne Pocca nenaer cBoé aeio. MIX ceMbs xuja Ha rpaHMIIe ¢ KOpPO-
JIEBCTBOM M He IpU3HaBaJia npasjienue Mmneparopa. Onu nme-
71 GOJTBIIIOE BIIMSIHUE, IGHBI'M U apMuIo. VIHBIMU CJIOBaMU JIaKO-
MbIi KycoyeK. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY KaK TOJIbKO BBIAAJICS MaJIEHb-
KW [IIAHC Ha cOMmKeHue ¢ Humu, Mimmeparop BOCHoNb30BaICs
UM 1 ObLT TBEPIO HACTPOEH 3aKJTIOUUTh STOT MOJIE3HBIN ISl €r0
HECOCTOSIBUIEWCS MIMIIEPUH COI03. [ peropu oy i Xoaoa, pu-
JIMMILUHA K €ro CIIUHE.

— 51 e€ Oymymmii xkeHux, — Ho Tomac roBOpusI COKOMHO, CO-
BCEM HE UCIIBIThIBAs CTpaxa. — fl 4yBCTBYIO OOSI3aHHOCTh IO-
MOUYb. ..

— BosBpainaiitech B CBoM MOKOU U HU O YEM He TIepeKUBaiTe,
— KpUBO yJbIOHYICs: eMy MiMniepatop. — $1 HempeMeHHO BCIOMHIO
0 Baulei 1001eCTH, €CJIM MOU PhILIAPU HE CIIPABSITCS, U 0OpaIlyCh
3a MOMOILBIO.

MMrieparop MMPOKKM IIATOM MOKWHYJ 3aJ1, [IOCTAaBUB B pa3-
roBope TO4Ky. ['peropu ke MOHMMaJI, 9TO OH cOeXan MoTOMY,
YTO HE XOTes ceryac ccoputbes ¢ Tomacom e Poccom. Tloka
oduIMaIbHBII Opak He ObLT 3aKJII0UEH, X CEMbs MOIJIa U Tepe-
JIyMarth, a IOTOMY OCKOPOJISITh MX He CTOWIIO. Phillapu 3amenTa-
JICh, HE CMesl PA3OMTUCh — OHU 3HAJIM, YTO UM MPEACTOUT BhI-
CJIyLIaTh €II€ OY€Hb MHOTO HENIPUATHOIO OT Asau ['peropu, Ko-
TOPBIK OBLT TJIABOM phillapeid 1 yrpanisia apmueit. Cam nepBbIi
MIPUHI] TIOCTIEIIAI TIPOTUCHYTHCS TI0 CTEHKE, YTOOBI BBIJIOBUTD
Tomaca. ['octs, cyast o BUY, KeJtait Obl eg mocrmopuTh ¢ VM-



NepaTopoM, HO B UTOTe MOT JIMIIb YUTH. ['peropu Harsai ero B
KOPUIOPE, YXBATUB €0 YyTh BBILIE JIOKTS.

— Yro 1Bl TBOpMILL?! — BO3MyTHIICA I 'peropu, 3aTackuBas J1a-
ke He conpoTusisonierocs Tomaca B epByI0 ke MyCTYIOIIYIO
KOMHary.

— IIbITatock criacTy CBOIO HEBECTY, — IOHOLIA MOXKAJI IUIEYaMH,
NIOTUPAsi TO MECTO, KOTOpoe I'peropu c:xumast ¥ OTOIIEN K OKHY.
— C yero Obl 3arnpeiarb MHe UCKaTh e€? A TyT 3aJ10KHUK 4TO J1?

— 41 ke nmpeaynpexaan 1eds. .. — HanoMHua [ peropu.

Jla, BbI BCE BEPHO MOHAIN. DT ABOE 3HAKOMbIL. OHM Nepecek-
JICh 32 IpeAesiaMH CTOJIMIBI B TOT AEHb, KOrjga Js/1s MbITaJICs
HalTH HOBBIX COIO3HMKOB. Torna-to I'peropu v MoHs, 4TO ChIH
repuora ge Pocca npocro uaeanpbHaa kanauparypa. g vero?
Jst Toro, yToOBI 3ammTUTh ArHecc. ['peropu ObLT HE TIym, OH
IIPEKPACHO BCE BUJIEN U CJIBIIIAJ, HO YMEJ AeJaTh BUM, YTO HU-
yero He oHMMaeT. OH HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 CCOpUIICS ¢ OpaToMm, KO-
TOPBIA YBEPsUI, YTO HAIIEN OKA3aTeIbCTBA, YTO UX MaTh ObLIA
yowurta, a He ymepiia ot 6ose3Hu nociie ponos. Koneuno, ['peropu
MOHMMaJI, YTO ATHecc B OMacHOCTH, HO uaen Cama ObUTH Tpo-
BaJIbHBI ¢ camoro Haudana. [losromy I'peropu conmusmics c ns-
Jei, YToOObl IMETh BO3MOKHOCTD BbIE3KATh U3 CTOUIIBI. [IepBblit
npuHIl OBUT YBEpeH, uTo crniaceHne Araecc Haxoautcs Tam. OH
CTpAILIHO PUCKOBaJI, HO ToMac BBICIYHIAJ €T0 U MPUHSI MPeJ-
JIOXKEHUE.

— W1 4ro mHe Teneps aenars? — Tomac cKkpecTus Ha Tpyid py-
K. — Kak IMEHHO 51 IOJIKEH 3alluiarh TBOIO CECTPY, €CIU €€



TyT HeT? Pa3Be He TOruyHo ObLIO MPETIOKUTD TBOEMY JIEly, WIN
KTO OH TaM, [IOMOYb C ITOUCKaMU?

— ThI NPOCTO HE MOHMMAENTb. .. — BBIAOXHYJI [ peropu.

YcrokonBIIMCh, OH OCO3HAT, KTO MOXKET CTOSITh 32 9TUM HelJle-
IIBIM NIOXUIIEHHEM. BCE BBIMISIZIENO YK CIUIIKOM MO-JETCKU.

— 41 oyeH» MHOrO€ NMOHMMAIO, MOBEPb, — TOMAc HAXMYpPHII-
cd. — Trl 3HaJI, HANIPUMEp, YTO HAC Pa3MECTUIM Ha BTOPOM 3Ta-
ke? KomMHatel ¢ BUAOM Ha IPEKPACHBIN Call, 32 KOTOPbIM BBICO-
Kas cTeHa... Ho ecim nofHATbCs Ha TPETUH 3TaX, TO PEKPACHO
BUIHO, YTO HAXOOUTCA 3a €€ mnpeaenaaMu. Tel Belb ClieMaIbHO
YMOJIYaJI O PeaIbHOM IOJIOKEHUU J1eN1?

— Kakoe 310 nmeer otHoieHue k aeny? — Boamytuics ['pe-
ropu. — ThI oOemas, 94ro cCMOXelb e€ 3a0parh!

— Jlns MeHs1 HuKakoro, — Tomac noxan miedamu. — Ho s te-
nepb He YBEpEH, UTO TBOHM IeHWaJIbHBIA TUlaH cpabotaeT. MHe
Kaxercs, yTo MiMneparop He BBITYCTUT HAC U3 CTOJIULIbL, TAK YTO
MOg KeJIaHHe TTOKa3aTh KeHe CBOI0 POAUHY OyJIeT POUTHOPHPO-
BaHO. Toraa uMeer M 3Ta aBaHTIOpa XOTh KAKOU-TO CMBICIT?

[Tnan I'peropu ObL1 MpeaeabHO IPOCT — OH yroBopui Tomaca
B3ATh ArHecc B kEHbI. 10 TpaguIMK KeHUX OCTaBAJICSI B KOPO-
JIEBCTBE, BOIPEKU TOMY, YTO OOBIYHO KEHY 3a0MpaIOT C COOOM.
Ho I'peropu pem, 4To B KauecTBe cBageOHOro nogapka Mmre-
parop MO3BOJIUT UM Bbl€XaTh HEHAJONITO, U Toraa Tomac gomkeH
ObLIT MPOCTO YBE3TH ATHECC M HUKOI/IA C HEMl He BO3BPAILATHCSI.

— ToI mokJisicd 4yectolo a9 Pocc, 4yto rnmoMoxenis! — B oT4ad-
HUX HartoMHuII ['peropu.



Pa3Be y HUX ecTb ceiyac myTb Ha3ajl, KOra OHU yXke 3alllIn
Tak jajeko? B riyOuHe mymim mepBbiii PUHIT TOHUMAJT, UYTO ChIH
repuora npas. C caMoro Havajaa UM ObUIO He3aueM 3aKJiouaTh
3T10T coto3. Tomac ae Pocc penan orpoMHOe OOTKEHUE UMIIe-
paropckoi cembe JlaBasbe e Py:xMoH.

— Pa3 nokJtsanics, To nomory, — KuBHYJ1 Tomac 1 HarpaBuiCs
Ha BbIxoA. — Ho s He yBepeH, 4To MOIy4yuTcs CenaTh 3TO IO-
TBOEMY.

I'peropu em€ napy MUHYT CTOSUI B OIMHOYECTBE, YCIIOKanBast
pazOyrieBaBimecs: SMoIun. 3adueM ArHecc BooOIe coexana?!
[lepBbiii pUHIT OBICTPO MOKWHYJ KOMHATY C KeJITAaHWEM HalTh
mtaamero 6para. OH ObLT MPOCTO YBEPEH, YTO B 3TOM 3aMelllaH
Com!

keksk

CaM10971b HaXOOWIICA HA TPEHMPOBOYHOM Iuiaily. Ilocne Bue-
palHeidl MbsHKYU, WHUIIMATOPOM KOTOpoi ObuT OoH, CaM perui
pa3BiieybCs €IlIE€ HEMHOIO M MOAPaThCs C PhIlIapsSIMU HA JEHbIU.
BONBIIMHECTBO M3 HUX OLIYINAIM IOXMENbE, HO OTKA3aTh BTOPO-
My TIpUHILy B pa3BlieueHuH He nmocMmenu Obl. [la, um ObUIo Tute-
BaTh HA HaKa3zaHWe ToBapuilel u Ha noder Bopa. OHU Jaxke He
MOMBITAINCH MOHATh, YTO NPOUCXOAUT. CoM UTparoyu yIEn OT
OUYEPEHOrO ylapa KaKOro-TO HOBHYKA, KOrja yBHJEI, KaK CO
CTOPOHBI 3aMKa K HUM TBEPIOW NOXOAKOU Hanpasisercs ['pero-
pu.

— Hy, Hakone11-1o, — 6ypkHyn CaM 1 BHIOWIT IEPEBSHHBIN Meu
u3 pyku onmoHeHTa. — [Ipoctu! He nopannn?



— Her, Bama cBemiocts, Bce XOpoIlo, — TYT e OTBETUJI Pbl-
1[aph, HO PYKOW BCTPSIXHYJ OT OOJIH.

HukTO M3 HUX HUKOrAa Obl HE MPUBHAJICA, YTO UM OOJILHO
w1 110x0. Takoe oTHoueHre Beeraa pasapaxaino Cama, HO OH
YIBIOHYJICSI, HE JKeJIasi OKa3bIBaTh HETIPUSITHBIE SMOIIUH.

— Com! Ham Hazo noroBoputs! — rapkny: ['peropu.

C camoro yTpa 3aMOK MOTpy3WICsl B MOJHEUIIMIN Xaoc. Ils-
J51 yKe ycIelsl OTYMATaTh OfIHY 4acTh phblllaped, yBen k Mmmnepa-
TOpPY TeX, KTO ObLT OTBETCTBEHEH 3a TIOPbMY M OXpaHy ATrHecC 1
nooOeIan BEPHYThCS, TaK YTO BCe ObLTN HarpsikeHbl. CaMm Tpe-
KPACHO MOHUMAJI C YEro TaKOM MEPENOIOX, MOITOMY U MPesio-
KWJT 3TOT CHAPPUHT, YTOOBI XOTh HEMHOTO pacciabuTb pedsT.
Bcé€ ke BTOpOil puHIT ObLT TOKE BUHOBAT B UX MOJIOKEHUH, TyC-
Kail HUKTO W3 HUX U He mofo3peBat 00 atom. Cam Opocu aepe-
BSIHHBI M€Y B CTOPOHY Y MEPEMaxHyJl Yepe3 OorpaxJeHue, Iu-
POKO yJIbIOasich Opary.

— I'per! — oH packuHys1 pyKH B CTOPOHBI, OY/ITO TOTOBSICh €70
OOHSTH. — XOYelllb MPUCOSAMHUTCS K Ham ?

['peropy OCTaHOBWJICSI U CMOPUIWI HOC, OLIEHMBAS T'PSI3HBIN
Y TIOTHBIN Hapsig Oparta. CaM JMIIb XMBIKHYJI, IPEKPACHO 3HAs,
KaK ero OpaT HEHaBUJIUT MOIOOHBIE MPOSIBJICHUS JIIOOBU.

— JlaBait oTOMIEM, — OMTPOCKJI I"peropu ¢ HAKUMOM.

CoM KMBHYJI U HANTPaBWIICS 3a HUM CJieoM, a ['peropu noBén
Opata k cagy. OH 3HaJI 0 UEM ceiuac MOUAET pa3roBop.

— Tol B Kypce, 4To BUepanHuii Bop coexan? — ['peropu Haua
U3JaeKa.



— a, ciplan, Kak asaas opai, — CaM KMBHYIL — A g TOBOPWUJI,
YTO MApHHUILKA HE TaK-TO MPOCT.

— TeGe Beceno? — B rosioce ['peropu ciiplinanach HEMPUKPHITAsT
3JI0CTb.

— A ¢ 4ero MHe rpyctuth? — CaM noxai rjiedamu. — Y MeHs
3TOT BOP HAYETO HE YKPAJL.

— A eciu 51 ckaxy Tede, 4yTo OH yKpas Hauty cectpy? — I'pe-
rOpY OCTAHOBWJICS Y YCTABWJICS HA JIUIIO Opara, 4ToObl YJIOBUTD
KaK/10€ IBUKEHUE €r0 MUMUYECKUX MBIIIILI.

— Arnecc? — CoM ke apTHCTUYHO BCKUHYJ OpoBH. — 3auemM
Obl BOpy noHao0mack npuHiecca? OH ke, Bpoje, C KApTUHOM
Hocuuics?

— He crpoit u3 ceds nypauka! — npukpukHyn ['peropu. — 4
3HaI0, YTO Thl eMy nomor! VMnm 3a uauora MeHsl NpUuHUMAaelb ?
Hymaenib 51 3a0bUT CKOJTBKO BPEMEHH Thl TIPOBOMIIb 32 CTEHa-
Mu? DTO eTUHCTBEHHOE JIOTUYHOE 0ObsicHeHre! Bop n3Havasb-
HO HE CMOT ObI TPOHUKHYTH Clofia 0e3 MOCTOpOHHel momoru! A
Tenepb ArHecc. .. 51 e roBopui Tebe — He Jie3b! Y MeHsI BCE 1o
KOHTpOJieM !

— Cnymiaid, s He MOHUMaI O 4éM Tbl, — C3M MPUTBOPUIICS
YS3BJIEHHBIM. — §] BCIO HOUB B Ka3apMax C peOsiTaMu Mpa3THOBAT
npencTosmIyo cBaap0y. Moxemb qaxe cpocuts y HuX. Korga
ObI 51 ycries1 ToMoYb BOpYy MOXUTUTH ArHecc? [la v 3ByUnT O4eHb
riyno! §1 Obl B )KU3HU HE TOBEPUJT CECTPY TAKOMY TOI03PUTENb-
Homy tuny! Tem Oorsee, pa3Be He 51 pacckaszal Tede O TOM, UTO
BOp TpoOpasicsl B crajibHIO cecTpbl? Eciu Obl He s, ThI OBl HE



yCIIeJ ero OTJIOBUTh, U OH Obl cOexan! A tenepb Thl OOBUHSIEIIIb
MEHsI B TOCOOHMYECTBE?

Csm noHmMmad, uro I'peropu cenvac HE BEPUT HU €JUHOMY
CJIOBY, IOTOMY 4TO XOPOLIO 3HAaeT CBOEro MJjajulero opara, HO
IUIsl OKPYKAIOIMX CUTyals BBIIVIS/IENAa UMEHHO Tak. IlepBblii
NPUHII Cevac MOr Obl MHOTO Yero BBIBINTH, JOKA3aB CBOIO
IIPAaBOTY, HO UX pa3roBop npepsai a4 Ockap. OH CJIOBHO T'OH-
Yasi BBICJIEWJI IIPUHLIEB B CaJly U B3UpaJl HA HUX CYPOBBIMU Ka-
puMH 1azamMu. MyxduHa ObLT CTapile UX OTHA Ha MapodvKy JIeT,
HO BBIIVIAAEI KyJa Mojoxe. Ero TEMHO pychle, ITOUTU YEPHBIE,
BOJIOCHI JIMIIb CJIETKA TPOHYJIa CEUHA, a TeJI0 ObUIO JOCTaTOUHO
CUJIbHBIM, YTOOBI U AaJIbIlIe BECTU BOEHHYIO Ci1yk0y. OH ObL Be-
pex Mmmneparopy, a moromy onacex, Ho Cam czienan BeE, YToObI
Js15 €r0 HU B 4éM He nogo3peBail. 1o kpaiiHen mepe, BTopou
IIPUHLL Ha 3TO HA/IESJICA.

— Cami0311b, ['peropu, — X0J0OHBIM TOHOM OOpaTHIICS K HUM
aana Ockap. — Yem BbI TYT 3aHMMAETECH, TIOKA BCE 3aHATHI T10-
VICKaMH Balllen cecTpsoli?!

On 6611 3071. Ho CaM Ha ero mMecte Toxe cepauyics Obl, eCIu
Obl y3HaJI, YTO TBOU PhILIAPHY HA CAMOM JieJie Te0e He OTUMHSIOT-
ca. [a, nana Ockap moHUMA, YTO BHYTPU 3aMKa eCTb MpooJie-
MBI, HO BCE PaBHO PEILNII COCPENOTOUYNTh BHUIMAHUE HA BHELTHUX
Jesnax, 4To U ObL10 ero omuokoil. A CaM Mor CIIOKOIHO pacxa-
JIaXXMBaTh phIlapeil 0e3 ero BeJjoMa CTOJIBKO JIeT MOAPSI.

— MB&I Kak pa3 00 3TOM 1 TOBOPHIIH, — oTunTaics [ peropu.

CaM OBl C yIOBOJILCTBHEM MOIIAIIAII CEHYAC €r0 YEPHBIN KaM-



30! OH HeHaBU e, Koraa OpaT BRICTYKUBAJICS TIEpe/ IsICH.

— B takom ciryyae BMECTO ITyCTBIX pa3roBOPOB JIyUllle OTITPaB-
JISTACS K PhILIAPSIM M TIOMOTH OOBICKATh MPHJICKAIILYI0 TePPUTO-
pHIO, YTOOBI JIyUIlle TIOHSITh KaK ObLT COBEPIIIEH MoOer, — MpuKa-
3aJ1 Ockap. — A el CaM BIIOJIHE MOT ObI TOMOYB UM. ThI Be/lb Ya-
CTEHBKO cOEeraJi B CTOJIMILY, & 3HAYUT JTydIlle TaM OPHEHTHPYETITh-
cs1. Cxonu nepBbIM M ITPOBEPD BCE, UTO ycreellb. Moxkelb B35Th
¢ cOOO0H MapoyKy philiapei. X0Th B KOU-TO BEKU TBOU CTPAHHBIE
3aMalllky MOTYT MPUHECTH MoJib3y. Eciim Hu4uero He Hanaere, To
OyzieM MpOYEChIBAaTh JOM 32 JIOMOM. . .

— Haas! — Bo3aMyIieHue I'peropu CKpbITh HE CMOT.

— Yrt0-TO MMeelTb TPOTUB MOMCKOB? — OcKap NepeBEN Ha Hero
CBOU BBICOKOMEPHBIN B3IJISI]IL.

Koneuno I'peropu umen! OH Beap 3HaI, 4To C3M BO BCEM
BUHOBAT. Kak MOKHO JOBEpSATh MPECTYNMHUKY IMOMCKU MPOIIaB-
mieit? OH Bellb HaBepHsIKa JJa)ke phlllapeit He BO3bMET, TPUIyMaB
KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib MPOCTEHBKYI0 OTTOBOPKY! [sinss Ockap nmpesupait
BTOPOTO MPUHIIA U HA BO YTO HE CTABUJI €r0 MHTEJUIEKT, CUMTAS
TOrO JypadykoM M cymaciiennmm. OH He pa3 ropopul ['peropu,
yT0 C3M HE NEPBbIN TAKOW B UX CEMbE M KaXk/IbIi MJIOXO 3aKaH-
yuBal. TojpKo BOT caM ['per mpekpacHo 3HaJI, YTO ero Opar He
CyMaclIeIIMI U TOYHO HE UIMOT.

— Her, — BbimaBui I'peropu. — IIpocTo A XOTesn NpeasiokuTh
Camy cxomuTh ofHOMY. Tak OH CIipaBUTCSA OBICTPEE U TTPUBJICUET
MeHblIIIe BHUMaHus1. Hu K uemy, 4ToOBI JKUTEIN CTOUIIBI 3HATIH,
9TO 1MOf] OOKOM KTO-TO YAEPKMBAET MPUHIIECCY. YUUTHIBAS UX



HACTPOEHUsI, HAaM OCTa€TCsl HAJEeAThCs JIMIIb Ha yaady, MUHave s
NIPEe/ICTaBUTh HEe MOTY B KaKoi oHa ceftuac 6enie. Tem 6onee, MHe
MIOHAJI00ATCA BCe CBOOOJIHBIE PhIIIAPH, YTOOBI HE YIYCTUTh HU
OIHOU [IETAJIN.

B srtor MoMeHT Co5M HE CMOI CKPBITh YIMBJIEHUS Ha CBOEM
mue. K cuacteio, 1414 cemvac cMOTpeIT He Ha Hero. beuio Tpya-
HO TIOBEPUTb, YTO B TOT pa3 ['peropu BeIOpas momous Opary. C
yero Ob1? Ho I'per Ha camoM Jiesie pocTo He XOTell, YTOObI s/
¥X B 4YEM-TO nofo3pesai. Eciim Cam okaxkercs nmpenaresieM, To 1
I'peropu HaunyT npoBepATh. He 11 3T0r0 OH Tak crapareabHO
3aBOEBBIBAJI €T0 JIOBEPUE.

— OmMyHas MbICIb, — KUBHYJI OcKap ¥ EpeBEN MPEe3pUTEIIb-
HbII B35 Ha Cama. — Tol ¢ 9TuM cripaButiibes? M tebe e-
BaTh Ha cecTpy’?

— He BepHych, moka He oThily e€, — mooderian Cam, He nmest
’K€JIaHUs1 COPUTD U MPOJOJKAs IPUTBOPATHCS Iy PauKOM.

— Yk Hazieoch Ha 310, — OCcKap pa3BepHYJICS Y 3alliaraj B CTO-
POHY KazapM.

CsM, HaKOHell, MOT pa3pakEéHHO 3aKaTUTh IJ1a3a, a I'peropu
CXBaTUJI Opata 3a pyKy ¥ NPpUTSHYJ Oke K cede.

— Bepuu. Eé. Hazan, — npurposu oH ménotoMm u rpy0o oT-
TONKHYJI CoMa, OTIPAaBUBIIMCH CJIEIOM 34 Is/IEN.

— Emg¢ dvero, — Tuxonpko OypkHyn CaM, OOMKEHHO TOTHpast
CIIaBJIEHHYI0 KOHEYHOCTb.

Ternepb OH MOI' CLIOKOMHO OTIIPABIATHCS B TaBEPHY, Kak U
oberan ATHecc, TOJIBKO CTOUT YOeOWThCS, U4TO 32 HUM He Oy-



ayT crienutb. KoHeuHo, A5/l MPUHUMAET ero 3a cyMaclie/iie-
r0 WAMOTA W TIPeArnoden Obl, 4ToOb COM YTOHYJI, HO TIEpEerpo-
BEPUTh Ha BCSKUH Ccydail He nomemnaet. He xorenock Obl 1pu-
BECTH 3a COOO0I XBOCT U pa3pylIUTh COOCTBEHHbII TeHUaIbHbIN
rwiad. CTOWIO MPU3HAT, YTO eciy Obl He [ peropu, To mpuIIIoCch
OBbI TIOCTAPAThCSI, YTOOBI B UTOTE TIOUTH OJJHOMY .

keksk

ArHecc omMYHO Bbicmanach. Te€rymika JlopoTu oTBena ei
HeOOJIbIIYI0 KOMHATKY Ha BTOPOM 3Take W 3abpasia Tpsi3HYyIO
OZIeXk Ty JIEBYIIIKY, TYT K€ IMPUHECS 3aacHyo Ha yTpo.

— 41 omomkuiia y touepu, — oObsicHuIa JIopoTH ¢ yIbIOKOM. —
TkaHb He Tak XOpOIla, KaKk TBOsI, HO 3TO BCE UTO €CTh.

— Criacu60 60sbIioe! — Ho ArHecc Oblila He TTPOTHB, OHA Jae
HE MpHaia 0COO0Tr0 3HAYEHUST TAKVM CJIOBAM.

C yTpa oHa MPOCHYJIach B TI03€ 3BE3/IbI cama, a He OT MoOYy/I-
KU TETYIIKU-CITy)KaHKK! W 3T0 ObLIO camoe cYacTivBOe YTPO B
e€ xkwu3Hu. Jla, TKaHb TOW pyOallku, KOTOPYIO e BbIAIN Oblia
JKECTKOBATa, a MMTaHbl HEMHOTO KOJIOJIM, HO MPHHIIECCA CUUTANIA
¥ TO CaMBbIM JIyYIIIIM MOMEHTOM B ku3HU. CBOM KpaCUBbIE I1J1a-
Thsl ObUT HAMHOTO O0Jiee HEYJOOHBIMU YeM TO, YTO Ha Hell ceil-
yac. KoHeuHo, oHa yauBHUJIaCh, YTO JEBYIIKUA B CTOJIHUIE HOCAT
mtanbl. [IpuHIecce MO3BOMSUIM TaKOe HAJIeBaTh JIMIIb Ha KOH-
HbIE TIPOTYJIKK ¥ TpeHUpoBKU. OTKy/Ia e Halleld MUIon ATHecc
ObLIO 3HATh, YTO B TAKOM Hapsiie MPOCTBIM JIEBYIIIKaM ObLIO Ha-
MHOT0 yaoOHee paboTtath B oropoje?

C 4gero-t1o Arsecc pemmia, 4Tto KOrjaa CIyCTUTCS, TYT K€ yBU-



aut Cama, HO TOT ObUI ceiiyac 4yTOUKY 3aHST, O YEM MpUHIIecca
HE MOJI03pEBaja, TAK YTO OHA MOMNaja Kak pa3 K KOHIy 3aBTpa-
ka. Térymka J[lopotu crosiia y 6apa u pa3iMBajia CBexee MOJIO-
KO — KOpPOBa Y HUX MWJa. BbUTO 3aHATO HECKOIBKO CTOJIMKOB —
B 9TOM TaBEPHE YacTO 3aBTPAKAIU Te, KTO padoTasl Ha TMOJISIX, HO
HE XXWI 3/1eCh. Y MHOTHMX IPOCTO HE ObLJIO BO3MOKHOCTUA HOP-
MaJIbHO MPUTOTOBUTH cebe efy. ArHecc cMorjia HaCUMTaTh TPEX
MY’KUHMH YK€ C CEIbIMU BOJIOCAMU U CEMEPBIX KEHIIMH. Bece oHn
Obu Takue pasHble! KTo-To omer moripolre, y KOro-to XBaTh-
JIO JICHeT Ha HeTUIOXHe IITaHbl U carord. KTo-to ObLT Xy/IsiM 1
00JIe3HEHHBIM, a KTO-TO JOBOJIbHO KOPEHACThIM. MHOTHMe uMenn
3aropesyio Koxy, OTOMY YTO pab0TasIu MOJ NASIIUM COJHIEM,
KOTOPOE HUKOT'O He HIaInJI0.

— OcropokHO! — ArHecc COBCEM HE 3aMeTh/Ia B KAKOW MO-
MEHT OCTAHOBUJIACH Ha MYTH y PbIKEN JIEBYIIIKHU, KOTOPAs! CIIMIII-
KOM Yy OBICTPO HecJiach C MOAHOCOM. — B cropony!

[IpuHiiecca ycnena OTCKOYMTH MpPekAe, YeM MPOU3O0ILIO
CTOJIKHOBEHME. PpIkast Beceno XOXOTHYIA U OTIIPaBUIIACh K CTO-
JIMKY, 4TOOBI BBICTABUTH JIBE MHUCKH C Karieil. OHa numesna Ko-
POTKYIO CTPUKKY, Ha TOJIOBE TOBsI3aHa Oenasi KOChIHKA, BCE JIH-
110 YCHITMIAHO BECHYIIIKAMU, pyKaBa pyOalky ObUTH 3aKaTaHbl, KO-
PUYHEBbIE IITAHbI CUJIBHO MOTEPTHI, a MOBEPX HAJIET TEMHO-3€-
JIEHBIA (PapPTYK C MHOXKECTBOM KapMmaHOB. KoHeuHo, 111 ArHecc
BCE 3TO ObUIO MUMOJIETHBIM pbIKe-3eJIEHBIM MATHOM, HO BaM s
CKaXYy, YTO IJ1a3a y AEBUYYIIKH ObLTH MSTKOTO CEpOro OTTEHKA,
a Ha BepxHe# ry0e ¢ mpaBoil CTOPOHBI UMEJICS TOHKHUI HipaMm. Y



He€ ObUTH OOJTBIIINE 3aJOPHBIE I71a3a, 0OpaMJIEHHBIE TYIIIUCTHIMU
PECHULIAMU, KPYIJIOE JIMIIO U HOC-KHOIKOM, YTO JIEJIAJIO JIEBYIII-
Ky HEMHOT'O TIOXOKell Ha aMOapHYIO COBY.

— Pyt! XBarut HocuThes! — rapkHyaa térymka Jlopotu, 3a-
METHUB, 4TO €€ I0Yb YyTh He COMJIA TOCTBIO.

PyT e HHMKak He oTpearupoBajia Ha 3aMeYaHue, JUIIb OCTa-
BUJIA €1y TIOCETUTEIISIM U CKPBUIACh Ha KyXHE, YTOOBI IPUHECTU
3aBTpaK CleAyIoUMM. ATHECC JaXe He 3aMeTUsa B KaKOM MO-
MeHT PyT cMaxHysa B KapMaH HECKOJIbKO MEHbIX MOHET U OJJHY
cepeOpsIHYI0 — HACTOJIBKO OBICTPO OapHIIIHS JeCTBOBAIA.

— Ilo6poe yTpo! — J[IopoT ke yIblOHYy1ach ATHECC, BBICTABIISIS
Ha CTOJ YK€ TPEThIO KPYKKY MOJIOKa. — Bricnanace?

— A-ara, — KuBHYJIa ATHECC U TIOJIONUIA K Hell, He keast 00Jb-
1€ MEIIaThCS.

— Tl y’k POCTU MOIO J10Yb, Y HEE TOPMO30B HET, — U3BUHU-
Jack [JopoTu 1 1ocTasa ¢ HUKHEW MOJKY €IlE OIHY KPYKKY.

— A Hedero 3eBarb! — PyT nosiBuiiach BHe3armHo COOKY M TI0-
TSIHYJIa PyKH K MOJIOKY.

ArHecc TpUIIUIOCh OTKJIOHUTHCS, UTOOBI pbDKas JEBYIIKa
Morjia cBOOOHO 3a0paTh 4el-To 3aka3. Pyr moamurhyna ei,
BTUCHYJIa MOJIOKO MEX]1y TAPEJIKAMHU C KAPEHbIM SIIIIOM U YHEC-
JIACh K CTOJIUKY.

— Bort, — [lopoTu ke noctaBuia MOJIOKO niepesl ArHecc. — Yero
XOuellb Ha 3aBTpak? Y Hac ecTh MIIEHHas Kallla C MacJIOM, €CTb
S, KOTOPbIE MOXXEM CBapUTh WM TIOXKAPUTh, C YTPa HaNeKJa
IIMPOrOB C JTYKOM. ..



— Criacu0o, HO... MHe Beap HEYEM 3aIUIATUTH, — HAITOMHIIIA
Arsecc.

Eii 6b1J10 KaK-TO HEJIOBKO MPUHUMATh CTOJIBKO Tomory. OHa
C HaJIeKJO0N MOCMOTpeNa Ha JIBEPb, MOJISICh, YTOOBI ceifuac BO-
men Cam, HO IBEPh MPOOIIKATIA COXPAHATh HEMOIBUKHOCTD.

— Huyero crpatsoro, — ormaxnysacs Joporu. — 41 e nonu-
Maw. TyT Bce nmonazanu B cloxHble cutyauuu. He mory ke s
Opocuth Te0s B 6ene? Tem Gonee, Thl ke noapyra Pyksya!

— Mp1 He npy3bsa, — OypKHYJIa ATHECC, BCIIOMUHASI UX UCTO-
PHIO 3HAaKOMCTBA.

Ona 4€TKO MOHMMAaNa, YTo He XOYeT UMETh HUYero OOIIero C
BOpOM!

— Ecnu Heuewm 3aruiatuth, To oTpadoTaid, — PyT XoTh 1 ynbiOa-
JIaCh, HO C TAaKOW CHJIOM OITyCTHJIA TIOJHOC HA CTOJI PAAOM C Ar-
HECC, YTO OBbLIIO OUEBHUIHO — JIEBYIIIKA paccepkeHa.

KoneuHo, ArHecc He czienana HAYero Ijoxoro, HO 3a CBOIO
KU3Hb MaJblilika PyT moBumana MHoro jmoaei, Kotopsie 6ecco-
BECTHO TOJIL30BAJIMCh TOOPOTON €€ mMaTtepu, a MOTOMYy BCerja
37I1J1ach, €CJIM €€ Mama OIsITh MpeJiarayia OecrulaTHbI HOoYJler
u eny. B ropoge MHoro Hykaawomuxcs jaojaen. Bcem He TOMOUb.

— Pyr! Henb3s tak roBoputs ¢ rocreM! — [lopotu ynépia pyku
B OOKa.

— l'octu mnarsaT Ham JieHbIu, — PyT ke 0e3:kaloCTHO BbUIO-
’KWUJia TIepesl MaTepblo TOPCTKY MOHET. — A OHA TYT Ha NTUYBUX
npaBax. Tak 4TO ecyi He MOXKET 3aIUIaTUTh — ITyCKaid IOMOTaeT.

— Pyt! — [lopoTH Hagyach, roTOBast OTYMTHIBATH J0Yb 32 Oec-



cepzeurie, HO ATHecc e€ repeoua.

— d roroBa! — yBepeHHO cka3ajia nmpuHIlecca 0e3 cTpaxa CMOT-
ps Ha paccep:keHHYI0 Pyt. — Tonbko... Ckaxkute 4to nenarth?

ArHecc Obula paja, 4TO CMOXKET XOTb KakK-TO OTIUIATUTh 32
JOOPOTY ITOM JKEHIIUHBI, HO COBCEM HE y4Jia B TOT MOMEHT, 4TO
HUKOT/Ia He BHITIOJTHSIA HUKaKoW padoTsl. [la, oHa He pa3 cujena
Ha KyXHe 1 HaOoaia 3a TeM, Kak TOTOBSIT MIoBapa, OHa BUJENIA,
KaK CIIy’KaHKH MPUOMPAIOT 3aMOK, HO caMa, KOHEYHO, KaK U I0-
JIOXKEHO B €€ cTaTyce, He MPUKACAIACh K TAKOMY TPYAY.

— O1mmuHO! — PyT mmpoko ypiOHyIack Ha 3TOT pa3 Mo HACTO-
SIIIEMY pajaysCh, UTO Ta JEBUOHKA HE OKa3a/1aCh HAXJICOHUIICH.
— 3abupail cBO€ MOJIOKO U TIonuy Ha KyxHIo! [lam Tebe padory,
HO TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK TOelllb, a TO Be[lb CUJI COBCEM He Oyrer!

JlopoTr MorJ1a JIMIIIb TSKEIO0 B3IOXHYTh M TOKAYaTh FOJI0BOM,
HO OCTaHABJIMBATh HUKOTO HE CTaja. ArHecc MOCIyIIHO 3a0pa-
JIa TEIJI0€ MOJIOKO, KOTOPOE pa3MBaJId U3 KEJIE3HOTO Bepa —
KOPOBY IOJIOWJIM COBCEM HeAaBHO. [IpuHIiecca HarpaBuiiach 3a
PyT, a Ta npuaepxaia 1Bepp, NPOMYCKasi TOCThIO B TOPSIYYIO Ma-
JIEHbKYIO KYXHIO. BOJIbIIYI0 YacTh MPOCTpaHCTBA 3[IECh 3aHUMA-
JIa orpoMHasi KameHHasi ieub. Ha cteHax ObUIM MOJIKY € MOCYI0M
Y pa3HbIMM OAHOYKAMH, Ha TBO3JMKAX BHCENU MyYKH TPaB, HA
CTOJIaX HAXOAWJIWCH JOCKH ISl Pa3[ENIKU U HECKOJIBKO HOXKEH.
Besne MOxHO ObUTIO HAWTH KOP3UHBI C OBOII[AMU, HY M BEJIPO C
YKICTON BOJIOW, a TaKke Ta3, B KOTOPbIA cOpachiBaIM IPsI3HYIO
nocyay.

— Canuce cona, — Pyt HOTo#l BBITBUHYJIA U3-TIOf CTOJIA Ta0y-



PETKy, a cama HalpaBWIach K neuu. — Tak 4To Xxouellb Ha 3aB-
Tpak? Kamry? fAina? IMuporn?

— Kamry, — Beinasinia ArHecc U OCTOPOXKHO Mpucesia, CaelaB
IJIOTOK MOJIOKA.

PyT kMBHYyJIa ¥ IPUHSLIACH TPEMETD MOCYI0M. ATHECC Ke CTa-
paresIbHO pacCMaTpUBaJla KyXHIO, rajiast YeM Ke €€ MOMPOCAT 3a-
HUMAThCS. DTO OBUIO BOIHHUTENBHO, BE/lb HUKTO Jake He TOJ0-
3peBaJl, YTo TyT y HUX cuauT npuHuecca! Matepecno, Cam ynu-
BUTCS WJIM PACCMEETCsI, KOTJa OHA PACCKaKeT eMy, YeM TYT 3a-
HuManachk? [la, Hama mpuHLEcca Jaxe He AyMasa O TOM, Kak
CWJIBHO TEPETIOJIOINTCS 3aMOK M3-3a €€ MPOINaXU U O TOM, YTO
CKOPO phIIIapeii 3aCTaBsAT OOBICKMBATH KaK/IbIA JOM, YTOOBI Haii-
T e€. KoHeuHo, kak u ckazan ['peropu 310 perieHue ObUIo TITy-
IIBIM, IOTOMY YTO MPUBJIEKAJIO MHOTO BHUMaHusA. C OHOU CTO-
POHBI HY’KHO ObUIO CPOYHO OTBICKATh MPUHIECCY, HO C JIpyrou
CTOPOHBI HeJIb3$1 ObUIO MOJAHMMATH M3-32 3TOTO IIyM, Beb TOpO-
’KaHe MOTYT BBITBOPUTh UTO YTOAHO, €CJIU Y3HAIOT, YTO I7Ie-TO B
ropofie, IyCKan U B 3aJI0)KHUKAX, €CTh ITPUHLIECCA. ATHECC BCE
9T0 ObLJI0 Heu3BecTHO. OHa He MpecTaBiisia B KAKOH CUJIbHOM
OIACHOCTH CeNYac HaXOAUIACh.

— Mawma cka3ana, 4to Bbl ¢ Byiom BBanuch HOUblo, — PyT 1mien-
PO HaIOJHWIA MUCKY Kalller 1 nnocrasuia nepes Aruecc. — Cka-
3aj1a, 4To Bac OyITO KTO-TO M30MII WM BBl OT KOTO-TO COEXaITH.
UYro ciyuusnocs?

— Hy... — Arnecc cxana KpyxkKy IOKpenye, COBCEM He 3Hast
KakK Obl OTBETHUTb.



Byn roBopuit eii coBparh po phIOAIIKYI0 IaBaHb, €CJIM KTO
CITIPOCHUT, HO BOTIPOC ke ObUT He 00 3TOM ceiiyac. M kak Ha Hero
OTBETUTH?

— TpyaHo oOBsCHUTD, — B UTOTE B3AOXHYJIa ATHECC.

— Yo x TyT TpynHoro? — Pyt xoxotHyna. — Ha 1e6s pa36oii-
HUKM Hanai, a Byg cnac? Xots, cyas 1o Bojnocam, Thl CKOpee
B Jiecy 3a01yqui1ach.

PbIkasi NpoTsHY/ A TOHKYIO PYKY M BbITAIIMJIA U3 “NIPUYECKU”
MIPUHLIECCHI BETOUKY PO30BOI0O KYCTa.

— Byn B n1ecy 1 caM 110Xo OpueHTUPYETCS, — 3aJyMUYMBO MPO-
nomkana Pyt, paccmatpuBas Haxonky. — Ho mama ckazana, 4rto
ero OyATo W30, a ThI IPOCTO B LIAPANIMHAX OT BETOK. ..

PyT Haxmypuiiacb OTOMY 4TO MOHSJIA, YTO BETKA HE MPOCTO
OT KaKOI'0-TO JIECHOTO pacTeHus1. Taknx OHa B JIeCy TOUYHO HE BU-
JeJia, Belb cCaMa He pa3 XO4WJia 3a TpaBaMU Y 3HaJla TaM KasK bl
KYCT.

— 41 mpocTo Koe oT Koro yberana! — rmocremnmia BbIIaJIUTh
ArHecc, ToOHMMas1, YTO 3aJyMUrBas Nay3a Kak-To 3aTsHYJIach. —
A Byq moHsu1, 4TO s 3a0J1y/IMIaCh U TIOMOT HAWTH JIOPOTY.

He T0 uT00BI COBpasia, HO U MpaB/bl He 03ByuMIa. [IpuHiiecca
HaJes1ach, YTO TAKUX OOBSCHEHUH BceM Oy/IeT JOCTATOUHO.

— Koe ot koro? — nepecnipocuna Pyt, 6pocast BETOUKY po3bl
B OTOHb.

— I He Xouy pacckasbiBaTh, — OypKHYJIa ATHECC M OTBEPHY-
Jlach K efe.

— Kax xouemnb, — PyT He oOunenace. — [1oka Tel 3aBTpaKaenipb,



MOTY 51 XOTb TBOM BOJIOCHI B MOPSIIOK MPUBECTH?

ArHecc KMBHYJa, IPUCTYMas K Kaiie. PyT ke HeHago/iro Bel-
IIJ1a, HO OBICTPO BepHYJIach ¢ pacyéckoi. OHa OCTOPOKHO CHsLIA
aTIacHyio Oellylo JIEHTY C KOHIIa KOChI M pacIuiesia BOJIOCHI, a Io-
clie MPUHSIACh MOTYa BBITACKMBATh U3 HUX MYCOP, OCTOPOXKHO
pacuéchiBasi iepeBAHHBIMY 3yOunkamu. V1 cHoBa ArHecc Oblia B
pactepsiHHOCTU — PyT nokazasach el CKJIOUHOU U BCIIbLTbYUBOM,
HO ceifuac JeByIlKa MPOsIBIsIA Ty ke JOOPOTY, YTO MPHHIIECCA
NoJly4yusia paHee OT XO35IMKM TaBepHbl. PyT IBHO cTapanach He
BBIIUPATH UYyKUE BOJIOCH U TIIATEILHO U30aBUTh UX OT BCEX Be-
TOK M JIMCTHKOB. M3 3TOro MOXHO ObLIIO cOOpaTh IEJIbIi KOPO-
JieBcKul cajl! ArHecc He MOHUMaJa, YTo Jaxe e€ JIEHTa ISl BO-
J10C OblJTa HEUMOBEPHO JIOPOTUM YAOBOJIbCTBHEM, UTO TOJICKA3bI-
B0 PyT 0 TOM, 4TO nepen He He mpocTas rocThsl. Bripouewm, s
BaM IPU3HAIOCh, UTO PyT ObIcTpee Byna yioBuiia 3HakoMble uep-
ThI B JIMLIE ATHecc.

— Cnacubo, — nobaromapuia mpuHIecca, Korjga Koca Oblia
rOTOBA.

3aBTpaK BHIIIEI CIAAKUM U CHITHBIM, OT BUEpaIllHEN yCTalo-
CTU HE OCTAJIOCh U cienal

— Yewm s Oyay momorath? — MOMHTEPECOBaIach MPUHIIECCA.

K 3TOMy MOMEHTY OHa rmo4yeMy-To 3a0bljIa, 4TO € ObI CTOMJIO
HAXOIUTHCS B OOIIEM 3ajie, YTOObI He ITPOMYCTUTh, KOT/Ia BOUIET
Com.

— Iloka uto nomoii nocyny, — Pyt kuBHy/a Ha Ta3 ¢ Booil. —
A TIOTOM, KOT/Ja TOCTH pa30MayTCs, HA/I0 OyAeT MOAMECTH B 3aJIe.



— A... Kak e€ mMbITh? — 3axJI0M1aJ1a 1a3amMu ATHecC, Taxe He
TIO/IO3peBasi, YTO BHITAET ceOsl C TOJIOBO.

— Bepemib TpsmKy, MOUMIIIL B BOJIE, IIOTOM Oepelllb KyCOK MbI-
Jla, XOPOIIIEHbKO HaMbUIMBACIIb U CHJILHO TaK OTTUpAEIIb Kak-
JyI0 TapeJIKy U KPYXKY, — HO PyT 0ObsicHMIa, BECEIO XOXOTHYB.
— JlaBait HaunHau! Celvac ee npusHecy!

PbIkasi HEMHOrO MOATOJIKHYJIA TPUHIIECCY K HY;KHOMY MECTY,
TMIOCJIE YEero CKphLIach B 3ajie. ATHECC YBEPEHHO MOJOIUIA K Ta-
3y, CXBaTWJIa TPSMNKY M HayaJla UCKATh [JIa3aMU MbUIO. Y HUX BO
JIBOPIIE BCE MBIJIO OBLJIO apPOMATHBIM M MIMEJIO Pa3Hble OTTEHKH,
MO3TOMY MPUHIIECCA HE CPa3y MOHsUIA, YTO HEKA3UCThI KOPUY-
HEBBIM KYCOK PsIZIOM C BOJIOM M €CTh TO camoe MbL10. OHO MaxJjio
COBCEM He€ 1IBeTaMU, I03TOMY ATHECC MOMOPIIUIACH, HO B BOJIE
XOPOIIO MBUTHJIOCH, & BRIOMpATh He MPUXOIWIOCh. Boma, k cio-
BY, ObLJIa JIEJITHOM, TaK YTO MaJIbIIbI JEBYIIIKHA OBICTPO 3aMEP3IIU
U CJIerka OHEMEJH, HO BCE JKe OHa CTapaTesIbHO MPOJIoJIKasia Ha-
MBIBATh INIMHSHYIO nocyay. CHavana oHa HEMHOIO pacTepsijiach
— Kyza ke nethb uynucroe? Ho ObIcTpo coprieHTHpOBasach, OTCTaB-
Jisisl Ha MYCTOM CTON HenoAalEKy. HeckonbKo pa3 Ha KyxHIo 3a-
xonuia Pyt u mapy pa3 3amisiabiBaia JlopoTy, HO HU Ta HU JIpY-
ras HM CJIOBa HE CKa3aJiM O TOM, YTO ATrHecC UTO-TO JelaeT He
TakK, MO3TOMY €M OCTABAJIOCh JIMIIIb PAJOBAThCS TOMY, YTO Y HEE
C IIEPBOT'0 pa3a XOPOIIO MOTYYaaoCh.

He xotesnock, KOHEUHO, €€ paccTpanBaTh, HO 3a TO K€ Bpems,
Pyt unmm [TopoTtu ycrienu Obl mepeMbITh B TpU pa3a OOJblIIIe TMo-
CyZibl, a ATHECC CITPaBWJIACh JIMIIIb C IBYMS KPYKKaMH U MTApor



Tapesniok. [IpuHIiecce Ka3anock, YT0 BpeMsl TSAHETCS OECKOHEUHO
JOJITO — PYKH YK€ 3aMEP3JIU J1a ¥ Ha KOJIEHW OHA IPOJIJIA MHO-
ro Bojbl. Eciiu cHauana 1o Ka3ajioch BECENbIM, TO Teneph Ipe-
BpaTUJIOCh B KaKylo-TO MBITKY. A PyT TeM BpeMeHeM IpuHecna
el nocynapl. Bel He mogyMaiiTe 1I0Xo — Hallla Mujasi IpUHIEeC-
ca HM B KOEM cllyyae He cooupasach xkajaoBarbcsi! OHa IpocTo
NOHMMAaJIa, YTO ITU JIOAU MPOBOAAT BOT TaK KaX[blil J€Hb, HO
JIeBYIIIKA He TIO/I03peBaja, 4To ITO HE caMoe Xy/IIiee COObITHE B
UX KU3HU.

— Bort yx He qymai, uTo Korma-HuOyIb YBIKY TAKyI0 KapTHHY,
— 11033/11 TIOCIIBIIANCS cMenlok Byna.

ATrHecc u3-3a HEro BBIIYCTWJIA CKOJIb3KOE MBLUIO, KOTOPOe
MOATPBITHYJIO, YAAPUIIOCH O Kpail Ta3a ¥ OTCKOYMJIO Ky/Aa-TO MOJ
CTOJL.

— ¥V 1e0s1 B KpOBHU YTO JI HE CTYYaTh NEpes TeM Kak BOUTH?!
— paccepauiiach MpUHIIECCa, OOEPHYBIIKCH K BOIIEAIEMY.

[Tpu cBeTe qHS OBLIO XOPOIIO BHIHO OOJBIIION CHHSK Ha IIe-
K€ MapHs, KOTOPbI 00pa30BaJICsi BOKPYT PaHbl, a €l MeJKue
LApPallMHKXA OCTaBJIEHHbIE PO30BBIMM KycTamMH. 3ato cenvac Byn
MMeJl Ha HOTax MPOCTeHbKUE KOKaHble OOTHUHKU, a TMOBEPX PY-
OaIKy HAKUHYJ YTO-TO BpOJIe Kam30J1a 13 TUIOTHOW TKaHU Cepo-
IO LIBETA.

— A nouemy s JOJKEH CTy4aThb, KOT/Ia BXOXKY B KyXHIO TETYIII-
ku? — Byn chnenan mapy miaroB HaBCTpeuy MPHUHIIECCE, YTOOBI
OTOWTH OT ABEpU. — ThI TYT HE KUBELb, TAK YTO U IIAHC 3aCTaTh
TeOs1 He OJIeTOM MPOTIa/IaeT.



[II€ku ArHecc 0OOXKIJIO OTHEM U OHA CMsiIa B pyKe MOKPYIO
TpaAnKy. OHa BCIOMHMIIA, KaK BYepa JJopoTy HIBBIPHYJIa MOKPBIT
npeaMer B Lo Byna, v e 3aXxoTesiock caenarh TOXe camoe, HO
oHa ke npuHiecca! OHa cMora JOCTOMHO caepxaTbes. Bmecto
9TOro TPSIMKA MOJIeTeNa B Ta3, a ATHECC HBIPHYJIA MO CTOJ, UTO-
Obl HANTU TIOTEPSIHHOE MBLIIO.

— 3aueM Thl NpUIIEN? — BOMpoIIaia JEBYIIKA, apsl pyKamMu
10 TOJTy.

— 4 xe obeman, — By noxain ruiedamu, HO ArHecCC 3Toro He
BUJETIA.

— Ho 4 e nmpocuiia He 1aTUTh 32 MeHs! — ArHecc gaxe yna-
pUJIach 3aThUIKOM O CTOJIEUIHMILY OT BO3MYIIECHUS.

Ona yxBaTuia MbUIBbHBIM KYCOK MbLJIa M BBINION3/1A HA CBET,
9YTOOBI OAPUTH BOPHIIKY CEPAUTHIM B3IIsiioM. Tereps oHa xka-
JieJia, 4TO He IIBBIPHYJIA B HETO TPAIIKY.

— 51 v He naTui1, — Byl HEMHOTO IOMOPIIWJICS, TPEICTABIISAA
Kak 00JbHO OBLIO yaaputhes. — Tem Oonee, st TYT He paau TeOsl.
XoTen yCIIOKOUTh TETYIIKY, YTOOBI OHA TOKE 3HaJa, 9TO BCE XO-
pouio.

ArHecc notupana ymuoaeHHoe MecTo, cus Ha nony. Eii cra-
J10 JTIOOOIBITHO KaK BHIIVISAUT MaTyika Byna v kak oHa oTpearu-
pOBaJjIa Ha MOSIBJICHUE ChIHA NO3/1HEN HOUbIO. [Touemy-To en ka-
3aJ10Ch, YTO OHA paciulakaiach U Opocuiack ero ooHuMarh. Ec-
7 Obl Ta KEHIIMHA 3Haja, 4yTo Byna mpuroBopuiM K Ka3Hu, TO
3a0€CIIOKOWJIACH OBl EIIE CUJIBHEE.

— Ho Begp. .. He Bc€ xopomo. .. — ciapjieHHO HanoMHuja Ar-



HECC, NMOJHUMASACH C MoJIa. — ThI e NMOHMMAEIIb, YTO MPUKA3bI
Nmneparopa He ociapuBaroTcs?

Omna BcTpeTuiia ycTapiive roayosie ria3a Byna. Koneuno, on
IIPEKPACHO BCE NMOHUMAJL.

— Hudero He ciyuuTcs, MoKa MeHsl He MOMMAaloT, — HO Nepe]
ATHeCC OH pelIwi CTPOUTh OECIIEYHOTO CMeJThYaKa.

— K10 Tebs He moiimaet? — PyT o4eHb THXO BOIILIA B KYXHIO,
HO ycIieJia yCbllaTh JIMIb HocneaHn ¢pasy Byaa.

ATrHecc OT BOJIHEHMS] BHOBb CJIMIIIKOM CHJIBHO Ckajla MBLIO,
KOTOPOE MOCIIENTHO ITOKUHYJIO €€ HEXKHBIE 3aMEP3IINE JIAJOIIKH,
HO B 3TOT pa3 IUIIOXHYJIOCh B Ta3 ¢ Boou. A BOT Byx crapancs
HE M0/1aBaTh BUJA, YTO BHYTPU y HETO BCE CKPYTWIIO OT MAHUKHU.

— Hukto He moiimaer, — OBICTPO OTBETHJI MapeHb. — [Ipocto
pacckasbiBasl ATHECC MPaBUJIa OAHOU UTPBI.

— Bor kak, — PyT, KOHeUHO ke He noBepwiia. — ArHecc, Mo-
*ellb TOMOYb Mame B 3auie? JIIoau yke pa3oluinch, TaKk YTO Ha-
10 puopaThcsi, a s AOMOIO TIOCYY.

— Xopolo, — ArHecC KMBHYJIA U MOCTIENINIIA BBIMTH.

MHe 0O0JbHO 3TO MPU3HABaTh, HO B TOT MOMEHT IMPHUHIIECCa
HEMHOIO cTpycujia. Bo-niepBbIX, €l HE XOTENIOCh OCTaBAThCS C
Bynom Haeaune. Bo-BTOphIX, OHA He MI00WUIa U HEe yMena BpaTh,
a Pyr HaBepHsika OyneT 3a/iaBaTh OY€Hb MHOTO BOITPOCOB. Tak
YTO MPUHIIECCA PacCyuiia — MyCKal BOPUIIIKA caM C ITUM pas3-
Oupaercs.

— 1 yto xe npounsonuio? — cripocuia Pyt, ckpectus Ha rpyau
PYKH, Korja ATHECC CKpbLIach 3a JABEPBIO.



Jla, peikasi IeByIIKa He COOMpaach ceivac MbITh IOCY/Y, M0-
TOMY YTO OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa OECIIOKOMCTBO.

— Huyero He npousonuio, — HO By He XxoTesn BMenuBarh Hu-
KOTO B CBOM MPOOJIEMBI.

OH cuuTas, YTO YeM MEHbIIIe JIIOAEW 3HAIOT, TEM MEHbIIIe
IIAHC, YTO KTO-TO y3HAET O HAJMYUU IPUHIECCHI 3[€Ch. YECTHO
roBopsi, Byl He cnasi BCl0O HOUb, TOCTOSTHHO BOpPOYAJICSl U pas3-
MBILUISUL JIMIIIB O TOM KaK Terepb MOCTyNnuTh ¢ ArHecc. Pano wim
MO3/IHO B TOPOJ] CITyCTATCS philiapu. [lepBoe ¢ 4ero oHu HauHyT
— OOBICK TEX JIOMOB, KOTOPbIE HAXOMSITCSI BHE BOJIBI.

— Tol cuutaeis, uto st uguotka? — Pyt BckuHysa OpoBu.

— B 1aHHBII MOMEHT OUY€Hb Ha 3TO HAJEI0Ch, — By KUBHYI.

— Cnymaii... — Pyt B3noxHyna. — Sl He cobupaioch HUYEro
paccka3bplBaTh HU TBOEW Mame, HU CBOEH, HO... 3aueM Tebe 3Ta
neBuyonka? Kak Tel BOOOIIEe yMyIpuiICs BbIICpHYTh e€? Yem 3a-
MaHui croaa?

— Huxkoro s Hukyna He 3amanuBain! — pyoanyn By,

— Tl gymaenb, 4To 3TO cMEHO? — PyT XMbIkHY/IA. — DTO
Be/ib oueBuiHO! JI1000#, KTO Ha HEE MOCMOTPUT Cpa3y CKaXeT,
410 OHa apucTtokparka! Tel yem BooOI1Ie JymaJt, KOraa MpuBen eé
cioa? 3aueM Thl BOOOIIIE B ITOT pa3 oTipaBuiics K Hum? IIpocto
NIPU3HAC, YTO IIATajcs TaM, a OHa TeOsl 3aceKJia, BOT ThH €€ U
NPUXBATUII C COOOM, YTOOBI OHA HUKOMY HE JIOJDKHWIIA, TIe TeOs
Buaena!

— Ila c yero ThI BooOIIIE BCE 3TO B3s1a! — By HepBHO B3bEpO-
IIWJI BOJIOCHI, HE KeJlasl PU3HABATh, YTO €ro MOYTH PACKPBLIN.



['mymo, koHe4YHO, ObLIO TyMaTh, 4TO ATHECC MPOCTO BIMIIET-
Cs1 B OKpYKEHHUE U COBETCS ¢ HUM Oe3 BCsKuX mpoomnem. [Ipun-
LIECCY MOXHO OZIETh B JIOXMOTbSI, HO BOCIIUTAHHE U3 HEE YKE HU-
KaK He BBITPaBUTh. YTOOBI 1OKA3aTh CBOIO MPABOTY, PyT criokoii-
HO MPUOTKPbLIA ABEPh, AEMOHCTpUpYs 1pyry Arnecc. [Ipunnec-
ce BPYYWIA METTY U MOMPOCHIA TOAMECTH ITOJI, C YEM JIEBYILIKA
CIpaBJIsIach OYeHb CcTpaHHO. OHA Maxaja MPEeAMETOM M3 CTO-
POHBI B CTOPOHY, OYEHb CTApaTEIbHO pa3BUras rpssb, a IOTOM
BO3Bpalias e€ Ha Mecto. By ckan ryosl, TOHMMAasi, 4TO OH T0-
naJcs.

— OHa gaxe He IOAyMaJIaCh MOMJUTh B Ta3 C XOJOAHOM BO-
1o ropsiuet, — npopobkuia Pyt. — Ene ycnena BbIMBITH Hapy
TapeJioK, XOTS M 3TO NepeMbiBaTh Haj10. He roBopst o Tom, uto eé
OJIeKJa U3 JOPOTMX MATepUANIOB, 4 MPSKKU HA CANlOKKaX SBHO
HE U3 JiepeBa caenlanbl. Pa3 yxk MHE 3TO OYEBU/IHO, TO U IPYyTUM
Tem Oosiee! Tak 4yTO HEMeJIEGHHO TOBOPY BO UTO Thl Bisimasics!

Ila, oHa TIpocTo MepexuBaia, HO Jaxe 3To He yoequino Byna
MIOJTHOCTBIO € JOBepUThCAA. OH TOXeE MepekrBal U He XOTeJ HU-
KOTO BIyThIBaTh. HO ero noimaiu ¢ noamuHbM. Kak Obl Tak BbI-
KPYTHUThCS, YTOOBI HE paccKasbiBaTh Beeil mpap/ibl? OHO [eno,
KOTJIa TIpoJie3 Ha TEPPUTOPHI0 OCOOHSIKA KAKOTO-HUOYAb JIOpAa,
HO COBCEM HMHOE, KOrJa IaTaJICs Mo TEPpUTOpUM 3amka Mmrie-
paropa.

— Hy... Kaxercs, g e€ noxutui? — HeyBepeHHO Hayas By.

— Ioxutun? — ucnyranHo BbIAOXHYIA PyT. — UTO-TO OHA HE
MOX0kA Ha MOXUIIEHHYIO, CKOPEE Ha. ..



3aKOHUUTb MBICJIb €1 [IOMENIAJ BECENbII BBIKPUK IIPUHLIECCHI
Y CTYK JiepeBa O JIEpeBO.

— CoM! — paiocTHBIN BO3IJIAC pa3HECCS MO OIYCTEBIIEeH Ta-
BEpHE, a MeTIa ObljIa BbITYIIEHA U3 PYK M CTYKHYJIach O Jiepe-
BAHHBIA JOLIATHIN ITOJ.

[IpuHLIECCa yCcepaHO MBITAJIACh HABECTH YUCTOTY, HO BTOPOU
TIPUHII, TOSIBUBIINICS B IBEPSIX TABEPHBI 3aCTABII €€ M03a0bITh
000 BcéM. KoHeuHo, oHa Obla paja yBUIETh Opara, OTOMY U
KHUHYJIACh €ro OOHMUMATh.

— Ha nero ona noxosxa, — 3akonumia Pyr, Habmonas 3a 3o
KapTUHOM Yepe3 MPUOTKPHITYIO TBEPb.

Onu ¢ Bynom nepernisiHy/uch 1 BBIILTH, TOKa C3M pajloCTHO
HOXJIOTBIBAJI ATHECC IO CITMHE. MeIsIeHHO 10 HAIlIero BOPUIIKH
JOXOIUJIO OCO3HAHUE TOr0, BO YTO OH BEPUTH He xoren. Ha, Pyt
u Byn 3Ham Cama, OHM MOHMMAJTH, YTO OH KaKOU-TO CyMacIIe-
IIMI apUCTOKPAT, KOTOPBIH C YEro-TO MOTyYaeT YIOBOJIbCTBUE OT
APYXObl C HUIMU, HO OHU HE MPE/ICTABIISIM K KaKOi MMEHHO ce-
Mbe OH npuHaiekut. U eci PyT 10 cux nop He noHmmaiia, 4ro
MPOUCXOAMT, TO Byl NMpUHSIICS CKJIa/IbIBaTh B FOJIOBE KAPTUHKY.

— IIpuser! — HO CaM nomaxaj UM JIaJOHbIO, OYATO HUYEro
CTPAHHOTO Cefyac He MPOUCXOIUIIO.

ATHecc OTCTpaHUIIACh C ITMPOKOM YJIBIOKOM, eII¢ He TIOHNMAst
YTO OHU 3HAKOMBI.

— Kaxkoro apsaBona, Cam! — nepbiM Bo3myTriICs By,

— 51 Toxe pag TeOs1 BUIETh, — paccmesuics npuHil. — Criacu6o,
YTO MPUCMOTPE 32 MOEH CECTPEHKOM.



OH nornaany ArHecc Mo BoJIOcaM, a Ta XJIOMHYJIA [Jla3aMu,
TOK€ KOE-4TO OCO3HaB, HO €lIE He A0 KOHIIA. Bbl, BUAUMO, TOXE
yausiieHbl? Vnu Het? B moOoMm ciiydae, ceituac BCE pa3bsCHUT-
csl.

— KaxeTcs, s Bam 3a10/kan o0ObsicHeHUH, — CaM IMpeKpacHO
MOHMMAJI C YET0 Ha JIMIaX €ro Jpy3€er U CECTPbI 3aCThLIM TaKue
olapaileHHble BblpaxeHus. — [laBaiiTe MOroBOpMM B TUXOM Me-
cTeuke?

KoneuHo, nM moTpeGoBasioch BpeMsi 1 Ha MHOTO3HAUUTE Th-
HbIEe TEPeryIsiIKN, U Ha TO, YTOOBI MO3A0poBarthcs ¢ Jlopotu u
NpeaynpeauTh €€, YTO OHU OTOMIYT, U BBIUTH Yepe3 3aracHOU
BBIXOJl HA KyXHE, YTOOBI TOMAacTh Ha 3aJHUN JABOP U COPATATh-
Cs1 32 KypSAATHUKOM, YTOOBI HUKTO TIOCTOPOHHMI HE CMOT UX YBH-
JETh U yciplarb. KBOXTaHbe Kyp — OY€Hb IOMOTAET 3arIyIIHUTh
rojioca, 3HaeTe Jiu. ArHecc OblIa pactepsiHa, Y Pyt Bcé Oosblie
Pa3bITPHIBAIOCH JTIOOOMBITCTBO, a BOT By OBLIT TOTOB B30pBaThCs
OT 3710cTU. A Bam Obl He ObUIO OOMAHO y3HATH O JPYyre YTO-TO
HenpusitTHoe? [loBeppTe, MPUYACTHOCTD K UMITEPATOPCKOM CEMBE
— OYeHb HernpuATHast HoBocTb. Ho He 310 Gecriio Byna Gonblie
BCETO.

— Tl cKkaza, 4To 5 I0JIKEH BBIKPACTh KAPTUHY | — IEPBOE, UTO
BBINAJINJ OH, PACXaKMBAs NEpe]l BCEMU TyAa-CIoJa.

— A pa3Be Mosl cecTpa He Moxoka Ha KapTUHY? — XOXOTHYJI
Com.

[IpuHII NPUKPBUT JIEBBIA I71a3 M BBITSHYJ BIEpel PyKH Tak,
9ITOOBI YKA3aTeJIbHBIN 1 OOJIBIION MATBITBI 00EeUX 3aKTIOUMIN AT-



HECC B MIMITPOBU3UPOBAHHYI0 BOOOPAKAEMYIO PAMKY.

— Kak no MHe, Tak OHa HacTosIIee MPOU3BEICHUE UCKYCCTBA !
— 3akmiouni1 CoM ¢ YIIBIOKOH.

Ot nmpunuBa Bo3MyllleHusi Bya mpocto He mor nogoOparh
HYKHBIE CJIOBa, IO9TOMY BMECTO HEro cripocuia Pyt:

— O xakou KapTuHe peyb?

— CaM, THI C HUMM 3HAKOM? — OCTOPOXHO T0f1ajIa rojoc pac-
TepsiHHasA ATHecC.

BenHskka B TOT MOMEHT HE COBCEM NOHMMAJIa, YTO MPOUC-
XOMIWT, HO €d XBaTWJIO CAEPKAHHOCTH, YTOOBI TIOTEPIETh U JI0-
KJaThCs OOBSCHEHUI OpaTa.

— Ila, ArHecc, 3T0 MOM JIpy3bs1, — KUBHYJ CaMm.

— C apy3bsamu Tak He nocTynaT! — BHIUIIOHYI By,

Ceituac oH miepeOupal B rOJIOBe BCE BO3MOKHbBIE TPUYMHBI
noBeeHns1 CaMa, HO OTBET MOKHO IOy YUTh TOJILKO €CJIH CITPO-
CUTb HaIIPSIMYI0, a He HalyMbIBaTh. JIioy UMEIOT yIUBUTEIbHYIO
MPUBBIUKY — pelliaTh 3a JPYyrux, YTO Mbl C BAMU HE pa3 TYT yBU-
JIIM.

— JlaBail 51 BCE ke cHauana OObsCHIOCh? — MSTKO MOMPOCHIT
Com.

[TpuHIT TpeKpacHO MOHUMAI, YTO €ro APYr OyleT 37UThCS U
ObLT K TAKOMY TOTOB. OH HaJEsICS, 9TO HECKOJIBKO JIET UX APYK-
Obl OyeT 0CTaTOuHO, YT0OBl PykBy moHsut aeictBus Coma u
HE OCY’K/JIaJ ero 3a MojioOHYI0 rpyoOCTb.

— IMonpoOGyii, — Byn HEeIOBOIBHO CKPECTHII PYKU Ha TPYAH,
CHIEpKUBAsICh, YTOOBI HE HAOPOCUTHCS HA HETO C KyJIaKaMHU.



— 4 Bumena, Kak Bl BUEpPa yTPOM UTO-TO OOCYKAATH, — ITPH-
noMHmwIa PyT noka 4to He permB i ceOsi KaKylo SMOITUIO UC-
TIBITHIBATD.

— 4 pacckazan Byny oqus cekpert, — kuBHy1 Cam. — Ckazad,
YTO B 3aMKE MOKHO HalTH TO, YTO MOMOXET OCTAaHOBUTH Mmrie-
paropa. Ckazai, 4To eCJIM 3TO YKPACTh, TO BCe O€JIbl 3aKOHYATCHI.

— Twt k1s71CAA, 9TO NEo B KaptuHe! — obopBast ero Byn, He
BbITEpIIEB. — ThI CKa3aJjl, UTO HA HEW TEMHOE 3aKJISATHE, KOTOPOe
JapyeT eMy BeuHyI0 ku3Hb! O0elnas, 4To 3T0 TOYHO cpadoTaeT!

— A em€ s HaMeKkHYya Tebe rae uckarhb, — 3akuBan Cam. — Ko-
r1a cKa3aJl, 4To eCJIM MOonaIENIb B HEMPUATHOCTH, TO JTydilie coe-
KaTb yepe3 OAJIKOH Ha TPETheM 3Taxke C BOCTOYHOU CTOPOHBI,
CTeHa KOTOPOro yBUTa IUTIONIOM. §I HaAesuics, YTO Thl AOTajaa-
€lIbCsl, YTO PeUYb HE MPOCTO O KapTUHE!

— Jla k10 BOOOIIIE B 3[paBOM yMe CMOT Obl MOHATH 3TOT HAMEK !
— Bo3myTtuics Byn. — Iloyemy Thl He Mor psIMO cKa3arh. ..

— Haunéwm c toro, 4to 51 BOOOIIE He AyMaJl, 9TO ThI TOJIe3€EIllh
JOHEM, — na, CoM onpaBIbIBAIICA.

— Ho 181 Beb cam roBopuii, — By HEMHOrO MOBBICHII TOJIOC,
nepeapasHuBas Cama, HO, KOHEYHO, He ronajas B TOH. — By,
TaM oxpanbl BoooOIie HeT! Thl Jake JHEM cMor Obl CBOOOIHO TY-
JIATH 10 3aMKY !

— 9710 OBLIA IIYTKA. ..

— To Hamékm, Tenepb MyTKKH? — By roToB ObLT B30pBaThCS.

— Bol MOXeTe He opaTh, 2 HOPMAIBHO OOBSICHUTD, UTO CITYUH-
Jock! — morpeboBaia Pyt, ycraB OT 9TUX JBOMX.



ATHecc ke npeArnoJrTaa Morda 3a BceM Haomoaath. Eit Obl-
JIO HEYero CKa3aTh, a U3 CCOPHI AEBYIIKA MPUMEPHO MOHSLIA, YTO
npon3onuio. CaM B3JI0XHYI, JaB ce0e MUHYTY, YTOOBI COOpaThCs
C MBICJIBIO M BCE e KOe-KaK CMOT 0ObSICHUTBCS NEPe]T IPY3bsIMH.
Ero oObsicHeHus1 ObUTM HEKA3UCTBIMU, COBEPIIIEHHO HEMTOHSTHbI-
MU ¥ JUKO HEYBEPEHHBIMH, TAK UTO ]ISl BAC PA3bSICHIO 1.

Csm u Byn apyxuim yxe naBHo, 1 By yxe Torja iorajpiBai-
cs1 yto CaM M3 GoraTto ceMbd, HO MPHUHII ObLT KO BCeM JI00p U
BeceJI, TaK 4YTO MOCTENeHHO U Byl MpOHUKCS K HEMy CUMIIaTHEN.
Kpome Toro, By cMor MHOroMy Hay4uThCsl y BTOPOTO TIPUHIIA.
OHM cpaxkaich Ha Mevax, CTPEJIsIi BMECTe M3 JIyKa U 3aJie3a-
JIM B TaKKMe MeCTa, KyJia HUKTO yke He Mor roracth. [la, ux npu-
KJIIOUEHUST MOKHO OBl OBUIO pacrnucaTh Ha HECKOJIBKO IJIaB, HO
MBI ceftuac He 00 3toM. Bosbiie Bcero Ha cBete By, kak u ipy-
TYe TOpOXaHe, MeuTal, YTOObl UX JKaJIKasi ’KU3Hb 3aKOHUMJIACH,
¥ Bce ObUIM YBEPEHbI, YTO JIJIsI 3TOrO HaJI0 M30aBUThCS OT VM-
niepatopa. JlereHga o ero GeccMepTr XOAWJIa M3 JIOMa B JIOM,
BeJib ipyroro Mimmeparopa HUKTO He 3HAJ yKe HECKOJIbKO COTeH
ner. Tak JaBHO, YTO BCe YKe€ M CUMTATh €r0 BO3pACT Iepecra-
. Jlionqy ObUTM YBEPEHBI, YTO TYT 3aMelllaHa TEMHasi Marus u
ObLIM OJIM3KY K MCTHHE, HO HUKTO HE 3HAJI KaK K€ 9TO OCTaHO-
BuTh. [loaTomy, korga CaM C SHTY3MAa3MOM MPUHSLICS PACTIACHI-
BaTh Byny 3a4yapoBaHHBIN MOPTPET, TOT MOBEPIII. A ITOUeMy Obl
u Het? Kapruna, B Kotopyio MiMriepaTop 3anedaras CBOIO AyIiy,
notomy ¥ He crapeer. CaM crapasicsi 3By4arh MpaBAONoJ00HO U
BMECTE C TEM HAJesIcd Ha TO, 4TO Byl MOMMET ero NCTUHHBIE



HaMEpPeHUs1, HO Halll BOPUIIIKA NMPUBLIK TOBOPUTH HAIIPSIMYIO, a
MOTOMY HE YJIOBWJI CEKPETHOro nociaanus Cama v ymail JIMIIb
0 TOM, YTO €ro JApPYyr-apucTokpar, Oyayuu B roctsax y Mmmepa-
TOpa, CMOT PacKpbITh CTpPAIIHbI cekpeT. CaM YIIEN, HalesCh,
YTO ero Apyr MpoOepeTcs B 3aMOK HOUBIO, UTO OHU BCTPETATCS
Ha OaJTKOHe ATHeCC, CTIOKOWHO TIOTOBOPST M BMECTE BBHIBEIYT €&
B Oe30MacHOe MeCTO, HO BCE CIIyUnsIoch MHave. Bbl yxke 3HaeTe
Kak. [TaHuKa, TOPOIIMBOCTD U CTPaxX CHITPaIH OOJIBIIYIO POJib B
npousoreaeM. [lonsas, uro By cnenain Bcé HenpaBuiibHO, Cam
OBICTPO TIOACYETUJICSI U HEMHOTO TIoMor ['peropu momarh BO-
PHMIIIKY, YTOOBI 33JIepKaTh TOrO B 3aMKe M UCIIPABUTh COOCTBEH-
Hble orpexu. OH BbIKpaj y HaYaJIbHUKA TIOPbMbI KJIIOUU, TIepe-
JIaJl UX CecTpe, HEMHOT'O TIPUITYTHYB €€ U HACTPOMB Ha Imooer, a
caMm TIpuHsIICS ycTpauBath cebe... Kak 310 y Bac Ha3biBaetcs?
Amoun? UHpIMH cl10BaMH, OH 3aX0TeN CAENATh TaK, YTOOBI BTO-
POro MpUHIIA HUKTO HE MOI03PEBA B MOXUIIIEHUU TTPUHIIECCHI.
Ha, oH 3HaJ, 4to TOr;a OOBUHAT By/ia, HO TOMY Tak U Tak yke
rpo3uiia cMepTtHasi KazHb. Ho pa3Be 3TO BakHO, KOrja BCsl CTO-
JIMIA MEIJIEHHO JBUKETCS K BBIMUPAHUIO?

CaM onpaBapIBaJICs, CTapascs OCTOpOKHee MoAOupaTh CIIOBa,
HO JIMIIA €r0 JIpy3el BCE paBHO OCTaBAJIMCh HEIOBOJIbHBIMU. AX,
ecyi Obl BCEX 3JI0/IeeB MOKHO OBLJIO ONpaBaTh U3-3a TOTO, YTO
y UX JAEeWCTBUI OBbLIN JIOTUYHBIC U BECOMBIC MOTHBBI.

— Bul 00a cymacmenimuve, — 3akioumia Pyt. — Xodens cka-
3aTh, YTO Bbl MPUHII U NpuHIiecca? Hempicammo!

— Hy npocrty, Tak yx BbIIUIO, — XOXOTHYJI CoM.



— Ilouemy ThI cpa3y He ckaszan?! — BoamyTuiics Byn.

— Bo1 He cipammiBaiy, — MpUHIL MOXaJ riedamu. — Tem Ooree,
s1 OOSIICS, UTO BBI IIEPECTAHETE MHE JIOBEPSTh.

— A 1mociie Takoil BBIXOAKM MEXAYy HaMH, IO-TBOEMY, BOLa-
putcs nosiHoe joBepue?! — By nmpocto He MO OCTAaHOBUTb CBOM
THEB.

ArHecc OKMIbIBaJia BCEX 3aAyMUHMBBIM B3[JISIIOM, MBITASICh
TUXOHBKO YJIOXKUTb B rosioBe Bce (pakThl. CaM B 3TOT pa3 3allen
OYEHb JIAJTIEKO pajiy He€ U 1axe oOues CBOUX Apy3er — BOT UTO
OHa YETKO NoHUMaJ1a. M 0T 3T0ro CTaHOBUIIOCH OYEHD NIEYAIIBHO.

— 4 He Buzen apyroro crmocoda, — CaM TSKENO B3IOXHYI. —
[Tpocto xoten, uroOsl ATHecC Oblia B O€30MacHOCTH.

— Torpa Hayo ObUTO Cpa3y Tak W CKa3aTh, a HE BPATh MHE MPO
TO, UTO THI pacKkpbut cekpet Mmmeparopa! — pydanyn By

On 6b1 momor Camy 0e3 BCSIKUX HAMEKOB, €CJTU Obl TOJIBKO
9TOT UJUOT €My MOJTHOCTHIO JOBEPUIICS, HO Teriepb By ObL1 301,
YTO €ro TaK CUJIbHO MOJCTABUJIM U BTSHYJIM B HACTOJIBKO KPYII-
HbIE TIPOOJIEMBI.

—Ho s npaBaa y3Hain cekpet, — CaM MOJI0KUI JIaJOHU Ha T1J1e-
YK cecTpbl 1 HeMHOTO ckall. — OHa u ectb cekpert! [loHnmaere. ..
B nameit cembe neByIiku Bcerga ymupanu, MiMmeparop ornpas-
JBIBAJ 3TO CIAOBIM 37I0POBBEM, TIOITOMY HE pa3peliai MOKUIATh
UM 3aMOK Jjake MocJjie CBabObl, HO 9TO BCE JIOKb! f yBepeH, uto
OH HUCTIONIb3YeT UX B CBOMX TEMHBIX pUTYaslaX, YTOOBI MPOIJIUTD
CBOIO KU3HB!

Ot0 ObUTA OYEHBb CMeJas J0rafKka U camast Onu3Kasi K TpaB-



Jie 3a cTosbKo JieT. Koneuno, MiMrnepaTtop BceM Bpasl, OH TOBO-
PWI OJIHY JIOXKb, IIPUKPBIBAS €10 MPEAbLIYINYI0, TO3TOMY KOM Ha-
POC TakoM, 4To pa3oOparbcesi ObUIo 0ueHb TpyaHO. OgHako Camy
OUYEHb MOBE3JI0 HAUTU MH(POPMALMIO, O CYHIECTBOBAaHUU KOTO-
poit Umnieparop gaxe He npeanonarai. Ho xore Cam u crapancs
paaM CecTpsbl, €ro CJIOBA MPO3BYYAIH OUYeHb HEYKJIIOKE U OONb-
HO pyOaHyJIH TI0 JyIlle Hallleld HEeBMHHOW TpUHIecchl. Eii moka-
3aJI0Ch, UTO Opar He e€ 3aXOTelN CIacTH, a MOUrpaTh B TEposi U
n30aBUTH BCeX OT 3iofes-mpasutens. Kpome Toro, oH u ¢ Heit
He ToIyMaJl moAenuThest TakuM. Ha camom nene Cam oveHsb 60o-
SICA, YTO KTO-TO y3HAET, IOTOMY MOJIYAJI M POJOJIKAJ AyMaTh
KaK BBIBECTU ATHECC U3 3aMKa, a cefiuac OH ObUIT CJIMIITKOM B30Y-
nopaxeH ycrexoMm. [IpuHiiecca cHOBa omryTuia cedst KyKJIou B
yykux pykax. M 310 ona em€ He y3Hana npo caenky ['peropu u
Tomaca!

— To1 coBceM ¢ yma comi€n! — npukpukHyjia Arsecc, OTTOJNK-
HYB OT ceOs Opara. — Kak Thl MOT BCE 3TO CKpBIBaTh!

Ha nmune Csma 3acTbuIO YIMBJIEHHOE BBIPAXKEHUE — ATHECC
BIIEPBbIE HAa HEro Kpuvaia. [IeBylIKy 3axJeCTHyJu CTpax M
3J10CTh OIHOBpeMeHHO. HoBocTh 0 ToM, uto MiMniepaTrop ncnosb-
3yeT JEBYIIEK CBOEH ke CeMbH, YTOOBI MPOIIUTh ceOe KU3Hb
3By4aJia JUKO! Byl OT BCIIBIIIKKA ATHECC HEMHOI'O OCTBLI, IOHH-
Masi, 4ToO JIeBYIIKa Toxke Obl1a He B Kypce rmiaHoB Cama. Pyt xe
MPEANOYnTasIa TUXO CTOSITh B CTOPOHE, /Ie/IaTh BHIBOJIBI M HAOIIO-
JaTh 32 TeM, YTOObI UX HUKTO He nojaciymuBai. OHa He BUJeNa
CMBICJIA 3JIUTHCS WIM MAHUKOBATh — OHU YK€ BJIAIAINCH B IIPO-



OJ1eMbl, @ 3HAUUT MX HAJO pelllaTh, a He TPATUTh BpeMsl Ha TIIy-
MIOCTH.

— 41... He xoten Te0s myraTh 3apaHee, — CaBJIEHHO OTBETHII
Com.

— Xouenib CKa3zaTh, YTO BCE ITU TOIbI Thl OEray B CTOJIUILY
JIVIITH 3aT€M, YTOOBI HAWTHU JIpyra, KOTOPBIA Oy/IET JOCTaTOUHO
JIOBEpUYMB, YTOOBI BBIKPACTh MeHs1?! — ArHecc MaxHyJa pyKoOn
B cTopoHy Byna. — Thl XOTh MOHUMAEIIb KaKOW OMACHOCTU €ro
noaBepr? Kakoii onmacHOCTH nojiBepraelb Bcex, KTO 37eCh HaX0-
oaTcs’?

Ha, Hama noOponyiiHas MpUHIeCca 3JuIach Ha TO, UTO
HEBUHHBIX JIIO/IEH BTSHY/IM B UMITEPATOPCKHUE MTPOOIEMBI TPOTUB
BoIM. OHA HE 3HAJIa, KTO OHU TAKKE, HO SIBHO HUKTO U3 MIPUCYT-
CTBYIOIIIUX HE 3aCTy’)KUBaJl CMEPTHOUM Ka3HU M YK TeM OoJiee He
3aCITyKHUBAJI, YTOOBI MX OOMaHBIBAJIH.

— 3Haeinb... Byn MeHs npeaynpenns, 4To UMIIEPaToOpCKyIo
CEMbIO B CTOJIMIIE HEHABUJIST, U 51 TENeph MOHUMAIO Mouemy! —
3aKOHYMIa ATHECC.

Ila, oHa MeuTasia BEIOpaThCS U3 3aMKa, MeuTaja OCBOOOAUTh-
Cs1 OT THETYIIETO OIIYIIEHUsI, HO TIPUHIIecca He *keslayla JIe1aTh
3TO MyTéM oObMaHa apyseit Cama.

— MbI TYT MOXeM OECKOHEUHO PyraThCsi i OOMKAThCS APYT HA
apyra, — Pyt pemia Bmeniathbesi. — Ho riiaBHbIN BOIPOC cernyac
B TOM — KaK OBbITb J1ajbliie? UTO CIyYrIoch, TO CIyYUIIOCh, 3TOTO
yKe He U3MEHUTb. BepHyTh puHIIECCY B 3aMOK, KakK 51 IOHUMAIO,
HE BapHUaHT, HO W YBE3TH €€ U3 CTOJMULBI He BhIAAET. CaM, 4TO



Thl IUTAHUPOBAJ Jenath nocie? Kak Oyaerib yKpblBaTh CECTpy OT
poiapen? Bpan n VimMniepatop OCTaBUAT BCE Kak €CTh, pa3 TBOS
cecTpa eMy HyKHa.

Tenepp 1 1O ArHecc JOILUIO YTO MMEHHO OHU COBEPLIMIM. A
Bbl YK€ KOTOpbIM pa3 3aMeydyaeTe peMapKy, YTO MOKHMHYTb CTO-
vty Henb3s, Tak? [1o3BonbTe M 3TO BaM OOBSCHUTH — JEJI0 B
ToM, 4yto MMnieparop u npasia nosb3yercsa TEMHOM Maruei. He
caM, KOHeUHo, emy romoraroT. Ho ¢akr ocraércsa pakTom — cTo-
JIMIly MHOTO JIET Ha3aJ, HAaKPbUIO MarnyeCKMM KyIOJIOM U JIMIIb
Mmnepatop pemaer KoMy BOMTH, a KOMY BBIMTH. be3 ero no3-
BOJICHMSI HET CMBICJIA TIHITAThCS. 3a4eM eMy MOHaJ0O0MUIOCh 3TO?
Bo-nepBbIX, YTOOBI KUTEIM CTOJMILIBI HE pa30exaluch, a Mpo-
JOJIKaJTM CHaOKaTh 3aMOK U IBOPSTHCTBO MTPOJOBOIBCTBUEM. Bo-
BTOPBIX, ATHeCC He TiepBasi MPUHIIECCA, PeIMBIIas cOeKaTh U3
3aMka. [lostomy MiMniepatop v npuHsJI TaKOe PEeLeHNE — YK ec-
JIM TIpUHIIecca COeXUT, TO AajleKo He YHIET. JInbo e€ noiimaior
phIlIapy, MO0 cama BEpHETCS, MOHSIB, YTO B CTOJIUIIE BBDKUBATH
HEBO3MOKHO M HUKTO U3 apUCTOKPATOB He Oy/IET YKPBIBATH €€ y
ce0s1. [TosaTomy u peka BbllUIa U3 OEPEroB — 3aBeca MyCKaeT BOLY
BHYTPb CTOJIMLIBI, HO U3 HEE yKE HE BIITYCKAeT.

— Hy, 4 noapickan NOKMHYTBHI JOMMK, — 33AyMYMBO BblJaJl
Com. — CMOxeM NpATATHCA TaM. ..

Jla, Halll TpUHL TPUYMAaJI 3TOT IUIaH, HO UTO JIENaTh JaJIbIIIe —
NoHATUS He umed. [loTomy 4To BbIX0/1a Kak TaKOBOT'O U HE ObLIIO.

— W ThI cunTaelb, YTO CMOKEIIb MPATATHCS BCIO KU3HbL?! —

(p1pkHyN Byn.



ArHecc HaXMypuUJIach, Be[lb OHA U cama He lymajia O TaKoM, a
BO3BPALLIATHCS B 3aMOK HE XOTEJIOCh.

— Kakoe-To Bpems 51 Ham Bbiurpaj, — CaM nonbITajics Mpu-
00oapuTh cecTpy. — A OTnpaBuI MEHsI Ha TBOU TTOUCKH, a 5
CKa3aJ, 4TO HEe BEpHYCh, ITOKA He Haiay TeOsl.

— A dro0 Ha cuér ['peropu? — cnpocuna Arsecc.

4 Bcerna yamMBIIsIICS TOMY, KAK B MOMEHTBI OITACHOCTH WA
ke, HA000pOT, OOJTBIIION PAJOCTH JTIOIN MEPECTAIOT MBICTUTB JIO-
TMYEeCKH, TYT ke 3a0biBasi 0 MHOIMX (pakTax M acrekrax. Kak
CaM He mpoayMal 4YTo JeNaTh Jayblie, TaK U ATHECC HE MOHU-
MaJia, 4To e€ BooOIe-To OyayT uckarh. MIx amoruu cefiuac Mox-
HO OBLIO Ha3BaTh OE€3bICXOIHOCTBIO.

— Hy, on ouens xoueT 1e6s1 BepHYTh, — CIM MOXKAJ IJICYaAMHU.

ATHecCC Tak CEpAMTO Ha HEro MOCMOTpeJIa, YTO BTOPOU ITPUHI]
B3/I0XHYJI U IPUHSUICS BKpATIie NePecKa3blBaTh, YTO MTPOU30ILIO
B 3aMKe.

— Ecim ObI 41 3HaJ1, TO HM 3a 4TO HE cTaj Obl TeOe moMorarh,
— B cepalax Bbimanani By,

OH ObLI TOTOB Ha MHOT'O€, HO TO, YTO OH CEMYac CJIBIIIIAI, ObI-
JI0 Tioxoke Ha Oesymue. CaMu paccyauTe — MOXUINEHUE TTPUH-
LIECChl, KOTOPYIO HE COpPSITaTh Y apUCTOKPATOB, HO U B ropoje
JepKaTh OECCMBICIIEHHO, a 3 MTPe/IesTbl CTOJIUIIBI UX HE BBITYCTUT
Marudeckas 3aBeca. CuTyaldsi ¥ rpapja Kakasi-To aOCcypaHasi.
Tem Gonee, Camy 3a 3710, 10 MHeHUIO Byna, Huuero He Oyger, a
BOT €0 Ka3HAT, OOBUHUB BO BCEM, B YEM TOJIBKO MOKHO.

— [Noatomy 51 TeOe U He pacckas3all BCeld MPaBbl, — B3IOXHYIT



CsM, ckpecTuB Ha rpyau pyku. — Chymiaidte, s mpolily npoiiie-
HUSI, YTO MHE TIPUIIUIOCHh BaC B 3TO BTsAHYTh. $1 OnarogapeH Bam
3a BCE, UTO BBI CIEJIAIN, HO 00EIIal0, YTo OOJIbIlIe HUKAKOW I10-
MOIIM y Bac He norpouty. S npuaymaio, Kak OTBJIEUb pbhlLIape
¥ YBECTH UX TIOJAJIbIle OT ATHECC U CeJaTh TaK, YTOObI BHl HE
MOCTPaJAIIN.

Bcs pagocth ArHecc OT cBOOOBI TYT ke YAeTy4nsIach, a 0Co-
3HaHME OE3bICXOHOCTY HABAJIMIIOCH Ha TIEUU TSKEBIM TPY30M.
Ona nymasa Jdib O TOM, YTO €i PUIETCS BEPHYThCS B 3aMOK
Y BBIWTHU 3aMyk 3a Toro Tomaca. ImnepaTop cCHOBa COBPET, UTO
y He€ ciaboe 370poBbe U OyeT yAepKHUBaTh UX B 3aMKe, MOKa
OHAa HE POJUT €My CIEAYIOUIYIO MPUHIIECCY, C KOTOPOM MOXHO
noctynuth Takxe! Tenepb 3T0 ObUIO OUEBUIHBIM.

— Bpsin 1 y Bac ABOMX YTO-TO BHIAJET, — pydanyaa Pyt. — [To-
9TOMY HaM HY’KHO YCHOKOUTBCSI U XOPOIIIEHbKO MOAyMarh, YTO
nenats ganseite. [oanmaers Com? BMECTE. Tak yto He cMel
OT HAC HUYero OoJbIIe CKpbIBaTh. Eciu TymMaerib, 94To CMOKeIIb
HAC 3allUTUTh, TO Thl IPOCTO UAUOT. VIMIiepaTop 3acTaBUT phbl-
Hapei 0ObICKaTh BCE IOMa PAaHO WJIM TIO3[THO, & PHIIAPH, YK T0-
Bepb, HUKOTO XkaJeTh He OyIyT.

Pbikasi [eBUOHKA IOHUMAJIA, YTO CUTYAIMsl HEUMOBEPHO IUIO-
Xa, HO emié OoJbllle OHA MOHMMAJIA, YTO TMOCTPAAAIT OT ITO-
ro Bce. BHe 3aBUCMMOCTH OT cTeneHu npudactTHocTu. Cam Tak
YBJIEKCS CMIACEHUEM CECTPbI, YTO ITOMCTUYHO M03a0bUT MPO TO,
YTO KaKAbIM KUTENb CTOJNMIB 3ayI0kHUK VMneparopa, a He
TOJIBKO UX CEMbs.



— Cnacu6o, Pyt, — CaMm yneiOHyIICS €, pamysich, YTO TMOCHe
BCETO Ta JIEBYIIIKA COTJIACHA OBITh Ha €r0 CTOPOHE.

Hano cka3aThb, 4TO Halll BTOPOU MPUHII TPEKPACHO HAYUYHIICS
MaHUIYJIUPOBaTh JIIOABMU. ATHECC ke KPEeIKO 3aJyMajach, Ibl-
TasICh IIEPEBAPUTH BCE TTPOUCXOJISAIIICE.

— Tebe s momorats He Oyay, — Byn cepouro mocMoTrpen Ha
CsMma, a MoToM IepeBEN B3I HA PaCTePSHHYIO MPHHIIECCY. —
Tebe moxeT ObiTh. Ho ceiiuac He cMeliTe MeHs TpOorath.

OH pa3BepHyJICsA U 3alarayi Ipoyb, He kesas OoJbIIe yJacT-
BOBaTh B pa3roBope. CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO BCETO Cpa3y Ha Hero HaBa-
JIJIOCh — APYT OKa3aJICsl MPUHIIEM, €T0 CecTpa — IMpHHIIEcca, KO-
Topyto MiMneparop Xo4eT UCHOIb30BaTh, YTOOBI MPOMIUTH cede
KW3Hb, @ OH caM TOATMCaNI cebe CMEPTHBIN MPUTOBOP M BCE 3TO
CMOTPEJIOCh KaK YbsI-TO 371asl IIyTKa. B TOT MOMEHT eMy TIpocTo
HYKHO OBLIO BpeMs1, YTOOBI KaK cjieyeT BCE 00yMarh 1 MOHSATh,
YTO BHIOODP Y HUX HEBEJIHK.

— OH OTOHAET, 51 yBepeH, — KuBHYJI Cam.

ATrHecc mpoBOWJIa BOPUILIKY 033Ja4eHHBIM B3DIsiAoM. [a, e
CTaJIo ero XxaJjib, HO OHa M cama OblJIa He MEHee MOTepsiHa. XOTe-
JIOCh TIOTOBOPUTH ¢ OpaToM HaeauHe, TOHSTh, YTO e OH 3ay-
MaJl. PyT ke Tsokenno B3JOXHYJIa, IOHUMAasl, 9TO UM BCeM He pa3
PUAETCSI MHOTOE OOCY/IUTb.



I'nmaBa 4

Tomac B3ApIXai yke B KOTOPBIA pa3, HaOMoaas 3a TeM, Kak
repuor e Pocc kpacHeeT OT rHeBa U IUTIOETCS CIIOHOM, MbITAsICh
OTYUTATh PhILAPSL.

— MHe npuKka3zaiv HUKy/Ja Bac HE BHITYCKaTh JJIsl Ballled ke
0€30IMMacHOCTH, — MPOTOBAPUBAJT PHIIIAPh MOHOTOHHO.

Tom nmoHMMa, 9to OECIoNe3HO CTapaThCsl YTOBAPUBAThH TUX
MOJHEBOJIbHBIX 3allyraHHbIX MiMriepatopom, Ho ctapui ae Pocc
MPOAOJIKA ChIlIaTh Yrpo3aMu. Bapyr uto-To aa noimyuutcs? Ec-
JIM JIOJITO CTYYaTh B CTEHKY, TO MOXHO M JpIpy MpoouTh. X ce-
MBIO COMPOBOIIIIN B HEOOJIBIITYIO0 0OEeHHYIO, TIONAIN Yail U Jie-
CEPTHI, CJIOBHO 3TO MOIJIO CIVIAIUTh MJIOXO€ BIIEUYATIICHUE O TOM,
YTO UX B3sUIU B 3aJI0KHUKHU. Ha camoMm zesie 3To OBLIIO OYeBUI-
HO C CaMOro Hayajia — ¢ TOr0 MOMEHTa, KaK OHU MEPECEeKI Mo-
por 3amka. Tomac nmpuMepHO 310ro u oxujan. sKeHa repuora
BeJia ceOsl CIIOKOWHO, BXXUBIIKICH B POJTb BAXKHOW JTAMbI — OHA CH-
Jefia Ha TMBaHYMKE, OOMTOM OapXaTHOW IIBETACTOM TKaHbIO, U
CMOKOKMHO THJIa MPEJIOKEHHbIN yail, 3aefas nedeHbssmu. E€ Bcé
ycrpauBaso. Cam Tomac ke CTos1 y OKHA, KOTOPOE BBIXOAMJIO
Ha 3arajHble BOPOTa, U Pa3MBIIILIST O TOM Kak eMy ObITh JajTb-
11e, MOTOMY UYTO MCTEPUKHM cTapiiero jae Pocca ssBHO He MOMo-
raju. beITh 3anepThiM B Ipefeax TEPPUTOPUU 3aMKa OJHO, HO
3arepThiM B KOMHATE yXke COBCEM JIpyroe. Xopollo, 4YT0 yTPOM
OH yCIEeJI BBICKOJIb3HYTh M3 CBOEM CIIAJIbHU JIO0 TOTO, KaK phIlia-



p¥ OBLIH TTPUCTABJIEHB K HEMY M €0 “ceMbe”, a TTIOTOMY Ml CMOT
YCHIBIIIATh TOT YTPEHHUM CKaHJAI.

— IIpuHuecca coexana, a MOEMy ChIHY Jla)ke He JO3BOJIUIIU €€
BEPHYTb! — B KOTOPBII pa3 opaJi repuor. — To NpOCTO HEMBbIC-
mumo! Takoro ockopOJIeHtsI Hallleld ceMbe JaBHO He HaHOCKIIH !

— MMniepaTop nprHEC BaM CBOU U3BUHEHM 1, — MOHOTOHHO I10-
BTOpWJI philiapb. — Kpome Toro — npunueccy noxutwii. OHa He
cOexana. Hamm peliiapu caenaiot Be€, 4toObl 6€30MacHoO Bep-
HYTb €€ Ha3a/l.

Tomac MIp XMBIKHYJI HE Beps HU cioBy. VX cnenmasibHO
YBEJIM U3 BOCTOYHOT'O KpbLJIa, YTOOBI OHU HE BUJIENH, KaK phllia-
PU PBICKAIOT 110 OKPYTe, BHIUCKMBAs ciebl OernsHku. Tom u cam
ycheJ 3arJIsIHY Th B CIAJIbHIO TPUHLIECCHI, BOCHIOIb30BABIIMUCH CY-
MAaToXOl — BCE YKa3bIBAJIO HA TO, YTO cOekana OHa JOOPOBOIb-
Ho. [IpuHIIecca oka3anach He Takol poOKOM, Kak MoKa3aaoch Ha
nepBbli B3MIsiA. BO3MOXKHO, 4TO OHa 4TO-TO 3arofo3puiia u3-3a
Toro, yto Mimnepatop rnoxesan ycKoputhb cBas0y. [TpuvepHo B
9TO BpeMs yxke JOo/DKHA ObUIa HAYaThCs MX CBafeOHas LiepeMo-
HMSI, HO HEBECTY 10 CHX NOop He Hanum. He To, 4ToOH ero aTo
CUJILHO PAaCCTPOUJIO — OH M caM ObLJT HEe HACTPOEH Ha 3Ty CBa/1b0y,
HE CMOTPS1 Ha CIEJIKY C NIEPBbIM MPUHIIEM.
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