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AHHOTaAMSA

Acrtpa - ycTaBIas philiapb, KOTOPYIO KOPOJIb TOJAMHU MOCHLIAeT Ha
3aJjaHus, He TUIaTs kajioBaHus. Korja e€ oTrpaBisioT yOUTh «3710r0»
JPaKOHA, TEPPOPUBMPYIOIIET0 JNEpeBHIO, OHA MOHMMAET, YTO C Hee
XBaTUT. BMecTo OUTBBI OHa OpocaeT Med U OOBSABIISET, UYTO OCTAETCS
B €ro 3aMke. Tak HauMHaAEeTCsl UCTOPUSI HEBEPOSATHOTO coto3a. pakoH
OHUKC, CKPBIBAIOIIUH CBOIO UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTD TOJT YeJIOBEUECKIM
OOJIMKOM, U phIlIaph, OTBEPHYBILASICA OT JIOJra, BMECTe IPeBPaIlialT
3a0pOIIEHHbBIN 3aMOK B HEUTO OOJIblliee, YeM IpocTo yoexwuine. OHu
CaXaloT call, PEMOHTHUPYIOT CTEHBI, a 3aT€M pPEelaloT TMOAEIUTHCS
VBJTUIIKAMU C TOJIOMAIOIIeN IepeBHEN Y TIOMHOKUS TOPHI, MEJICHHO
paspylias CTeHy CTpaxa MeXIy JTIOIbMHU U «IyJOBUIIIEM>.

Ho mporioe Hacturaer ux: KOpPOJb, OOSCIIOKOSHHBI pPOCTOM
BJIMSIHUSI CTPAHHOHM Tapbl, OTIPaBJIsSeT KOro-To, KTO 3HaeT ACTpy C
JABHUX BPEMEH.
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I'nasa 1.

Jlaneko-aanexko, B BOMIIEOHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE A3nap, OpoauT
CIIyX O 3JI0M ApakoHe. Yelys ero, CIoBHO I'pOMOBO€E O0JIaKO, —
NPeIBECTHUK TPOMAXU CKOTa Onu3feskanield JepeBHU y MecTa
ero oOUTaHusI, OCOOEHHO YIIOPHO IPOTIAIAI0T MYIIHUCThIE OBIIBI,
Ha TMOCJIE/IOK yCreBasi MPOTSIHYTh XaJIOOHOE «Meee» B BO3IYX,
Jla Kypulibl, KOTOPBIX HE 3arHajid JOMOM.

Kopo:b Dpuk ObLT CUIIBHO 00€CIIOKOSH TAKUMU BECTSIMH, UTO
TOJIBKO He TpeJjiarajiv JPakoHy 3a ero MIJIOCTh: CYHIYKH IOJI-
HbIE 30J10Ta, CAMbIX KPACHBBIX JIEBYIIIEK BIUIOTh JIO TPUHIIECCHI,
IIeJIKa BOCTOYHBIX MACTEpOB W OJiofia JIydIluX MoBapoB. Bcé
PaBHO JAPAKOH MPOOJIKAT CBOU HATIAICHHSI.

— Tak GosblIIIe MPOAOIKATHCS HE MOXKET. — DPHK, MOTIaKUBasI
JUIMHHYIO Ce/1yio 00poj1y, pe3KO BCTAJl C TPOHA, €r0 KOPOTKOPOC-
nasi purypa meiTanach BHITSHYTHCSI BO BCIO OCAHKY Mepejl phllia-
pamu. — Maute K 3aMKy B 1epeBHe HukHel, modeauTte npakoHa
U OCBOOOIUTE KUTEJIEN OT ero 3Jia!

[Mpuka3 ObUT MOMyYeH, Aa TOJIBKO OTpsia momaics... CoBep-



IIIEHHO He MOTMBUPOBaHHBIN. PadoTrars 3a OecruiaTHO yxke BO-
IO B TMPUBBIYKY KOPOJIEBCKOTO TMOJIKA, MOHETHI 3aJeP:KIUBAIIH
C TIPOILION 3UMBI, & BBIIUIATH XJIeOOM HE MOTYT IPOKOPMHTh
OrpOMHBIE CeMbU. MeJIeHHO, HO YBEPEHHO TI0 MyTH B IEPEBHIO
KTO-TO [Ia OTCEMBAJICS:

— He mory. — Kavai ronosoit Anekc, ppliapb CTapou 3aKaJIk1
¥ C IIPaMOM Ha HOCy. — Y MeHs eHa, JIeTH, POAUTENH, a s Uy
Ha JJpaKoHa 3a Kakoii-To xy1e6? [epenaiite KOposio, UTO 51 yXOKY.

— 4 toxe... — [IpobopmoTan 6onee MOIOIOH NapeHs. — Y Me-
HsI CKOPO CBab0a.

— U a! — Kpnuasa 30510T0BONIOCASA IEBYIIKA.
Tak 10 KAMEHHCTOro MOCTa K 3aMKY JIOILIa TOJILKO ACTpa.

HacThIpHBII XONOMHBI BeTep OCEHU KOJIBIXaJl BBHIOWTHIC W3
XBOCTa YEPHbIE BOJIOCHI, BUXPH, HAIOMUHAIOIIME TEMHbBIE MOT-
KM BOJOpOCeH, LenoBaiu mEKU. Cyxue rojble KyCTApHUKU CO
CKPEKEeTOM IJIQJIUJIM BBICTYIBI KaMHEN. 3aMOK 3TOT ObUI cTap,
V3HAYAJIbHO MPUHAIEeKAIINN peoaTy, KOra KOPOJIEBCTBO CILE
He ObUT0 eHbIM. Cpei MeCTHBIX JKUTeJIel MpoJieria jJereHia
0 KMBYILIMX TaM MpPU3PAKax, OT Yero HUKTO HE MPEeANPUHUMAI
TIOTIBITOK TocenuThest B HEM. Kpome, moxkanyi, 60mbIIoro ipa-
KOHa, 4TO Celyac CMOTpEJT Ha HeE.



OH 06bUT OrpoOMeH, MOIIHbIE KOITUCTBIE JIalbl AEPXKaIKCh 3a
BBICOKYIO OalTHIO C TEMHOM KpBIIIeH, AJTMHHAS TIeTie/IbHas Iest
BBITSIHYJIACh, YTOObI TOPAIMMU (PHOJIETOBBIMU [JIa3aMU IMONTyY-
II€ PacCCMOTPETh BTOPTHYBIIYIOCSI HA €r0 TEPPUTOPUIO HE3HA-
KoMKY. ToncTtsie pora Gosiee CBET/IOro 1BeTa TOPYAIN U3 FOJIOBBI.
OH (pbIpKHYJI, BHITAJIKUBASA T'YCTOR JIbIM U3 MACTH.

AcTpa MOpraynia, MeJIJIeHHO, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO OCO3HaBas IJie
oHa Haxomutcs. [lepen Heli ObLT MOHCTp, ApeBHUE KHUTUA OUO-
JIMOTEK OIMKCHIBATIM JIDAKOHOB WMEHHO TAKUMHU: KECTOKUM,
CWJILHBIMH, TOTOBBIMH Ha BCE pajiy 3allIUThl CBOEH TEPPUTOPUH.
s HUX He OBIJIO BaXKHO 4Ybs OHA M3HAYaJIbHO M BCE K& Jaxke
€CJIM 3TO HUYEHHBIN 3aMOK, JIIOI COOMPAJIMCH €r0 MporHath. Eit
BCIIOMHUJIMCh CJIOBA €€ KOJUIer, TeX, KTO OpOCHI Med T0 MyTH
KO «37Ty». Jlaxke eciM 3TOT APAKOH ceiuac ChecT e€, 3aKapuT Or-
HEHHBIM JIBIXaHUeM, 9TO OyJeT Kyna 6ojee MUJIOCTUBO, YeM I10-
JIy9UTb 32 CBOIO padOTy YEPCTBBIN XJIeO.

JIpakoH Ha KpbILIE TUXO PbIYall, IEPEMEHYBIINCH C JIAllbl HA
Jarmy. AcTpa TSKeNo B3I0XHYJIA.

— Kaxercs s nommkHa Tebs1 modeautb. — Berep nmoaxsaru eé
rosioc. Jlonéc 1 oH ero j1o yiei apakoHa? CoBepIiieHHO He BaX-
HO. — XOT4... MHe COBCEM HE XOUYETCH ITOrO EJIaTh.



AcTpa BBITSIHYJIA MeY U3 HOXKEH, JIe3BHEe XOJIOTHO OIECHYJIO B
ocTaTKax TYMaHHOIO COJIHLIA, MPEXK/IE YEM CO 3BOHOM YIACTh Ha
MocTOBYIO. 1oz mprCTaIbHBIM B3IISA0M JIPaKOHA, IEBYIIKA pe-
HIMTEJIBHO HAIIPAaBUJIACh K MACCUBHBIM JIBepsIM 3aMKa. OHa TOJK-
HYJIa X, T€ NOAJIAIMCh C COMPOTUBIIEHUEM MPOTAARKHOIO CKPHUIIA,
BITyCKasl B CBOM TEMHBIE MTAyTUHHbIE KOPUIOPHL. [pakoH 3amer-
KaJicsl, OH OXHJasl OUTBBI, KPUKOB, HO BMECTO TOT0 KaKOH-TO
YeJIOBEYMILIKA IPOCTO HAIJIO BOPBAJICA B €ro joroso. HemHoro
MOAyMaB, OH HBIPHYJl BHU3, B Y3KUI JIBOP 3aMKa, KPbUIbsl CJIO-
KWINCh, XBOCT CKPYTHJICS KOJIBLIOM BOKPYT KOJIOALA, A€Jasi €r0
TIOXO’KMM Ha MPHITHYBIIET0 B MaJICHBKYI0 KOPOOKY KOTa.

JlpakoH, Ka3ajaoch, CKOJIb3HY/I B Y3KO€ OKHO B CTEHE OallHH,
X0Ts1 AcTpa MoKJIsiiach Obl, YTO Tyda HE Tposesia Obl M KO-
Ka. BHyTpu mocyblaicst rpoxoT, I7IyXoe BOpYaHUE M HECKOJIb-
KO MPUITYIIIEHHBIX PYraTesibCTB Ha HEMOHSATHOM $I3bIKe, OOJIbIIIe
MOXOKEeM Ha pplyaHue U munenue. CyMpak KOpuaopa NOraoTH
3BYKHU, U ACTpa, 3aTauB JIbIXaHUE, KAasa.

N3 TeMHOTHI rnepen Hel BO3HUKJIA He APaKOHbA MOpOa, a 4e-
JIOBCK.

BbicokMiA, MOYTH KacalOIIUICS TOJIOBOM HU3KOM MEepeKJIaau-
HbI HaJl IBEPbI0 KAKOK-TO rocTeBOM KOMHaThl. KOpoTkue Boiochl
1[BETA MeIlJIa C YIOJIbHO-YepHOM YETKOM, Mafaloliell Ha OCTpbIe,
Omnennbie cKyibl. Ero ¢uoseroBsle 11a3a, Takue ke, Kak y 3Be-



psl Ha KpBIIlIe, IPUCTAIBHO M C HECKPBIBAEMBIM JTIIOOOIBITCTBOM
usyqaiu e€. B yronkax ero pra BUIHENINUCh OCTPBIE KJIBIKU.

— D10 MOM JO0M, — TTpon3Hec OoH. ['oyioc ObUT HU3KUM, ClierKa
HIUTISAIIAM, C JIETKOW XPHIIOTION, OYATO OH PEJKO UM IOIb30-
BaJics1. — Thl He MoOeauIa MeHs1. Thl Jaxe He MONbITaIach. 3auemM
ThHI BOIILJIA?

Acrtpa, He oTpbIBasiCh, CMOTpena Ha Hero. E€ ycranocts Obuta
TaKOW BCETOMIOIIAIOIIEH, YTO JaKe MOSBJIEHUE JPAKOHA B YEJIO-
BeUYbeM OOJIMKE HE BBI3BAJIO B HEH CTpaxa, TOJMbKO IIIyXOe, ara-
TUYHOE ynupieHue. OHa yKa3aja NajiblieM Ky/la-To 3a €ro ClH-
HY, BIJIyOb KOPUIOpA.

— Tam Terno? U ectsb rae cectb? MHe Bce paBHO. Koposb He
3aruiatuil. [pakoH He gpakoH... A ycrana. S ocraroce.

OHUKC MOprHyJ, OleIOMIEHHBIN. Ero IMHHBINA, pa3aBOEH-
HBII HA KOHUYMKE SI3bIK MEJIbKHYJI, 00 IM3all TyOy — KecT, COBep-
LIIEHHO HEYEJIOBEYECKUIL.

«OHa He 6outcsa? OHa... ycrana? Ot yero? Ot mens? Ho ona
Jake He BUZENa, 4To s JeJIal0 C OBLAMM. . .»

— 311ech XOJIOJJHO, — OTBETUJI OH, HAKOHEI], CJIETKa HaXMYpPHB-
mch. — W meutbHO. U THI. .. BTOprIack. {1 moymkeH Tedst ChecTb.



N ucnientenute. Tak nenaior. B kaurax.

— B KHHUrax Koposv Iiatar CBOMM peILapsAM, — NapupoBaja
AcTpa, CHSIB C HallpsKEHUEM TsDKEJIbIe JIATHBIE IiepuaTky U Opo-
CHB MX Ha KaMEHHBIU I0J1 C INIyXUM CTYKOM. — A B )KU3HU HET.
Tak uto TBOM KHMrHM BpyT. U1 1 HUKyna He yuny. Ecim xouens
UcrenenuTs — Jienail. Byner ObicTpee, yeM OT rosoza.

Omna o6oru1a ero, JBUHYJIACH AaJIbIIe TI0 KOPUAOPY, HAIITYTIbI-
Bas MyTh B onyTbme. OHUKC, pACTEPSIHHO MOKPYTUB TOJOBOM,
TNIOIUIEJNICS 32 HEl, ero JPaKOHbsl CYIIHOCTh Obl1a cOUTA C TOJIKY
9TOM CTPAHHOM, arlaTUYHOM arpeccuen.

OH npuBen €€ — BepHee, OHa caMa BhIIILIA, BeIoMasi 3alaxoM
CeHa U XHWBOW TEIJIOTOM, — B OTPOMHBII, HEKOT/Ia OATbHBIN 3aJl.
N Acrpa 3amepna.

3ay ObLT peBpallieH B OrPOMHBINA 3aroH. AKKYpPaTHO CJIOKEH-
HbIE TIOKU CEHA, MOWJIKU U3 CTAPhIX KAMEHHBIX Yalll, U... OBIIBI.
JlecATKM MyIIKCTBIX, YXOKEHHBIX OBEL], MUPHO XYIOIIHUX CEHO.
Cpenu HUX BaXHO pacXakKMBajM Kypbl, KBoXua. Y HaJibHeu cTe-
HBI JIpeMaJiv JIBe KOpOBHI. B yriry Obuta ycTpoeHa rpyna u3 cra-
PbIX TOOEJICHOB U TIOAYIIEK — SIBHO JAPAKOHbE JIOTOBO B MUHHA-
Tiope. Ml HU ciieia KpoBU, HU KOCTEM, HA XapaKTepHOI'o 3araxa.

— ThI... He elllb UX, — KOHCTaTUpOBaia ACTpa, U B €€ rojaoce



BIIEPBBIE ITPO3BYYAJIO YTO-TO, KPOME yCTasIoCTU. VI3ymienue.

OHukc HaxMypHrJICA €I CUJIbHEC, CJIOBHO MMOMMAaHHBIN Ha Me-
CTC MPECTYIUICHHUAA.

— OHu... mMATKUe, — MpodOPMOTaNl OH, OTBOIs B3IIsiA. Ero
(proneroBbie ™Iaza 3aderaau Mo creHam. — M MIymMsT CMEIIHO.
Meee. Ko-ko-ko. Ux xkanko. f mpocTo... 6pan. Ytoosl ObLUIO He
TaK TUXO.

OIMHOYECTBO B €r0 Trojioce MPO3ByYaIo TPOMYE JTI0OO0TO Phl-
Ka. AcTpa MeJIeHHO 0OepHYyJIach U MOCMOTpEJa Ha HEero — yxe
HE KaK Ha 4y/IOBHIIIE, a KaK Ha CTPAHHOr0, OFPOMHOTO MOJPOCT-
Ka, YKPaBIIIEero 3Bepei, YTOOBl Té CKPACHIIN €r0 OIMHOYECTBO B
NOJIypa3pyLLIEeHHOM 3aMKe C MPU3PaKaMHu.

— 3Ha4uT, THl HE 3JI0M, — TUXO CKa3aJia OHa.

— 4 He 3Ha10, — yecTHO OTBeTWJ OHUKC. — §I HUKOI/Ia HUKO-
ro He youBas. Ho niosu. .. oHu Kpuvaiiu, Opocasu Kombsi. [ oBo-
pwid, 4to £ 37101. [Toatomy s mepecran nokassiBaTbes. TONBKO
Opaut oBetl. Tuxo.

Actpa nofonuia K rpyje noayiiek u 6e3 nepeMoHHii OBaIU-
Jack Ha He€. Jlatel 3arpemen. OHa 3aKkpbuIia I7asa.



— OHM ¥ IpO MEHS CKOPO Takoe cKaxyT. Yto 4 3nas. [loromy
yto cOexana. M ykpana y ApakoHa ero 3aroH ¢ OBLIAMH, YTOOBI
BBICIIATHCS.

OHHUKC OCTOPOXHO TIpHICEN PSIOM, TOKAaB IJIMHHbIE HOTH.
On HaOmoas, Kak eé JIMI0, C MyXJIBIMU IeKaMH, paccnaliseT-
Csl, KaK JIbIXaHhe CTAHOBHUTCSI POBHEe.

— Te1... ocranensca? Hamonro? — cripocui oH, U B €10 IIH-
TISAIIEeM ToJIoce MPOo3ByYaia pookasi, HecMesasi HaIexKaa.

— He 3narw. [loka He mporoHuiiib. A MPOroHUIIbL — MHE BCE
PaBHO HeKyJa UITH.

— 51 He mporoHIo, — ObIcTpO cka3asl OHUKC.

B 3asie ObUIO THXO, TOJIBKO XpYMKaHUE CEHAa, KBOXTaHbE Kyp
Y POBHOE JIBIXaHUE 3aChINAOIIEH IEBYIIKU-PbIaps. OHUKC Ch-
JIeJl HEMOJABUKHO, OXpaHsisi €€ COH U CBOM TUXUM, CTPAHHBIN
3BEpUHELI, UYBCTBYS, KaK OCTPOE JIE3BHE €ro OJIMHOYECTBA JIAET
NEPBYIO, MAJIEHbKYIO TPELIUHY.

B momytbMe 3ama, OCBELIEHHOTO JIMIb PEAKMMHU JIy4amu
COJIHIIA, TIPOOMBAIOIIMMUCS CKBO3b 3a0MThIe OKHA BBICOKO IOJ1
MIOTOJIKOM, BOIIAPWJIACh THIIMHA. ACTpa MOrpy3miach B riy0o-
K1#, 6ecpoOyIHBIN COH, KOTOPBIH 3HABAJIA JIMIIIH TIOCIIE CaMBIX



M3MAaThIBAOIIMX MOX0A0B. EE Tesno, 3akOBaHHOE B IOTPECKABIIIH-
€csl OT BpEeMEHH JIaThl, HAKOHEII-TO paccIaduIoch Ha rpyOoH, HO
MSITKOU TOJCTUJIKE U3 CTAPhIX TKAHEH.

Onwikc He nBurasicsa. OH cuaen, CKpecTUB JJIMHHbIE HOTH, U
cmotped. Ero ¢puoneroBble r1a3a, MpuBBIKIINE pa3indaTh Meb-
Yaiime JeTand B TEMHOTE Tellep, U3yJald Kakaylo 4epry eé
JMIa: TEMHBIE PECHUIIbI, OTOPOCHBIIIME TEHW Ha OJeiHbIe MIE-
KM, pacciiabjieHHble OpOBH, TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, pacTpenaBIIiecs
1o noaymke. OH cibIai pa3MEpEHHBIM CTYK €€ cepala — poB-
HbII, yOAIOKWBAIOIINIA, COBCEM HE TaKOW, KaK y TeX, KTO MPUXO-
JWJT C MEYaMH U KPUKaMH.

«Omna He 6outcd. Ona crmt. 3aech. Co MHOM».

MBslicib Ka3anach eMy HeBepOsATHOW. OH THXO BCTaJl, ABMKE-
HUeM OeCIITyMHBIM U TUIABHBIM, U HAIIPABUJICS K OJJHOU U3 KOPOB.
Bosnbioe kuBOTHOE JIEHMBO MOAHANO roj0By. OHUKC IPOTAHYJ
PYKY U nodecai e€ Mexy poramu. Koposa GnarogapHo Mblyasia.

— OHa ocTajach, — MPOIIENTa] OH Ha CBOEM sI3bIKE, OOJIbIIE
MOX0KEM Ha TUXOE IIUIIEHUE U CKPekKeT KaMHer. — YUto Tenepn
JIeJ1aTh?

OtBera He nocnepoBano. EMy He OTBETW/IM HE KpyxKauye
B BO3/lyX€ IBUIMHKHW, HA MBIIIY, NPAYYIIUECs INe-TO B HOpax.



Tonmpko Kypuiia, mpoderas MUMO, OTBJIEKJIACh Ha OJECTAIIYIO
NPsDKKY Ha OpOIIEeHHBIX ACTpoy IMepyaTKax M MOMbITaTach e€
KJTIOHYTb.

CosnHile 32 OKHaMM CMECTUJIOCh, YIUIMHUB TeHU. B 3aMKe cTa-
JI0 3aMeTHO xosiogHee. OHUKC, HAXMYPUBIIKChH, TTOCMOTpPEN Ha
crsmyio Actpy. Jlioau, Kak OH 3aMeTWI, ObUIM XPYNKUMH U
Mep3/u 6e3 MKyp U nepbeB. OH MOIOMIEN K TPy[e CBOUX COKPO-
BUII] — TaM He OBUIO 30J10Ta, TOJIBKO BEIY, KOTOPbIE OH HAXOIVIT
MHTEPECHBIMU: CTapbli, TOTYHCTIEBIINI roOesieH ¢ n300paxe-
HUEM 3BE€3/1, HECKOJIbKO MPOYHBIX, XOTh U MOTPENAHHBIX IIEPCTSI-
HBIX OJiesl1, KpacHuBble, HO OMThie KyBIIUHBI. OH aKKypaTHO BbI-
Opaj1 camMoe TOJICTOe, HauMeHee JIBIPSBOE OISO U, 3aTauB JIbl-
XaHUE, HAKPbLT UM JIEBYIIIKY.

Actpa uTo-TO MPOOOPMOTAa BO CHE U YKyTajlach B TKaHb, MO-
BEPHYBIIKICH HA OOK. YTOJIOK €€ pTa IPOrHyII — MOYTH UTO YJIBIO-
ka. OHMKC OYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE TEIUIO B IPYIH, HE UMEIoIlee
HUYEro oOIIero ¢ BHYyTPEHHUM IJITAMEHEM.

OH pemm 3aHAThCS JefaMu. B ero HOBOOOPETEHHOM XO03sIHi-
CTBe BCeraa Haxoquach padoTa: MOTOTHUTh TTOWJIKU YHCTOM BO-
JI0i U3 KOJIOZIIAa BO BHYTPEHHEM JIBOpE, pa3dpocaTh CBEkee ce-
HO, coOpaTh HEMHOTOUMCJIeHHbIe sia. OH [ienan 310 B CBOei
yeJsioBeueckor (hopMe, XOTb U HEYKJTIOKE — NaJIbIIbl, IPUBBIKIIINE
K KOTTSIM, TUIOXO CJTYIIAJIMCh, 3aTO MOXHO OBLIO IIPOWTH B Y3KHE



nBepu. Kypsl 1oBepunBo Oerayiv y ero Hor.

CyMepKH yxke OKOHYATENIbHO CTyCTUJIMCh, Korga Actpa mo-
IIEBEJINJIACh U OTKPbLIA I1a3a. OHa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] JIexKana
HETIO/IBUKHO, Cepble I71a3a OJTy K 1aJIv 110 BBICOKOMY TEMHOMY TIO-
TOJIKY, ITOKa [TaMAThb He BepHYJach K Her. OHa He Ha rocty. He B
AylHou kazapMe. OHa B JIOroBe JpakoHa. TouHee, B €ro 3aroHe
IUISl CKOTA.

Omna cena. Taxénoe, HO TEIIIOE OEAJIO CHONBIIO C €€ IUIeY.
3amnax ceHa, HaBO3a U MbLIN ObLT HEMPUBBIYHBIM, HO HE OTTAJIKU-
BaouM. U 6b110. . . criokoiiHo. HukTO He Kpryas npukaszos. He
TpedoBasl oTuéta. He HamomMuHaI 0 J1ojre, KOTOPhIA BCE PaBHO
HE OILIaTAT.

— Tol He ymién, — e€ royioc ObUT XPUIUIBLIM OT CHA.

W3 TeMHOTBI, OT NOWJIOK, BO3HUKJIA BBICOKasi (purypa. OHUKC
HEC CTapoe JEpEBSIHHOE BEPO.

— Kyna mHe yxonutb? — OH MOCTaBWII BEAPO, U OBLIBI TYT KE
OKPYXWIH €r0, ThIYaCh MATKUMHU MOPAAMHU. — ITO MO AoM. ...
s IpUHEC eapl. s Teds.

OH ¢ HEKOTOPOU HEJIOBKOCTBIO IPOTSIHYJ i TpyOyIo IepeBsiH-
HYI0 MUCKY. BHYTpH JieKajl0 HECKOJIBKO BapEHBIX UL, KYCOK



TBEPIOro, HO CheIOOHOTO ChIPA, — SIBHO HE JIPAKOHBETO MPOM3-
BOJICTBA, & 3HAYUT, JTUOO KYIUIEH, JTMOO TOXE «IM03aMMCTBOBAH»
U3 JIEPEBHU, — U Napa CMOPIIIEHHBIX, HO CJIAIKUX SOJIOK.

—3T10... c4ero? — Acrpa MeJIEHHO B3sJ1a MUCKY. E€ nasbiibt
aporayid. [locnegauil pa3 KTo-TO MoAaBasl €l ey MpoCTo Tak,
0e3 1oJira U 0043aTesIbCTB. .. OHA M HE BCIIOMHHT KOT/Ia.

— ¥ MeHs ecTh Bely, — OHUKC ceJl HallpOTMB, HA KOPTOUYKaXx,
Kak Oosbinast nruia. — Hora s MeHsIoch U Jietato janeko. Ha-
XOKY. .. OecTsiiue 6e3eTyIIKY Ha 3a0pOIIeHHBIX JOPOrax UK
B pyuHax. MlHorna MeHs10 ux y CTpaHCTBYIOIIMX TOPTOBIIEB HA
Kpato Jieca Ha efy. g Hux. — OH KMBHYJI Ha KMBOTHBIX. — U
1ist ceOs1. B yenoBeueckoM Bujie S TOXE €M YeIOBEUECKYIO -
ury. OHa... MHTEpeCcHast Ha BKYC.

Actpa Moya ouMcTuiIa Mo u oTkycuia. [lpocras eaa mo-
Kazajach er nupom. OHa ena MeJJIEHHO, YyBCTBYs, KaK roJol,
CTaBIINI €€ TPUBBIYHBIM CITyTHUKOM, HAKOHEI[ OTCTYTIAET.

— Cracn0o, — TMXO CKa3aja OHa, 3aKoH4MB. — U 3a omesto
TOXE.

OHUKC JUIITb KWBHYJI, CMOTPsI Ha HE€ TeM ke HeocabeBalo-
LI1M, U3yYaIOIIAM B3IJIIOM.



— Tlouemy TBOH KOpOJb HE IUIATUT? — BAPYT CIIPOCKI OH. —
PasBe pplliapy HE JOJKHBI MTOTy4YaTh HArPaLy 3a PUCK?

['opbkas ycMmeliika TpoHyJ1a ryobl ACTpBbI.

— Homxubl. Ho koposs Dpuk crap, kajieH ¥ O0UTCS BCETO, UTO
cwiibHee ero. OH KOMUT 30JI0TO Ha CTy4ald BOMHBI WM YyMBbL. A
MBIL. .. MBI IIPOCTO MHCTPYMEHT. Ciiomasicsl — HaueT HoBbil. Hac
MHOT0.

— DTO HecnpaBeiIMBO, — MPOCTO KOHcTatupoBasl OHukC. B
€ro rojioce He ObUIO YEJIOBEYECKOI0 MOPaIM3aTOPCTBA, TOJIbKO
XOJIO[HasI KOHCTaTauus (pakTa, Kak eciiv Obl OH CKa3aJl «OroHb
rOpsYni, a KAMEHb TBEPIBIN».

— Ia. [lostomMy £ 3a€Ch. — ACTpa OTJIOKWJIAa MUCKY B CTOPOHY
¥ MIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero B yIop. — A 4To Tel OyIelib AeaTh. . .

— OHuKC. — 3ano37aJ10 MpeJCcTaBUICs JPAKOH.
— Actpa. — Broronky 6pocuina neBymika. — f ocranace. 51 ne
cobuparoch cpaxarbcs ¢ Tooou. Ho 51 1 He coduparoch ObITh TBO-

€l IJIEHHULIEW WJIH. .. TIMTOMLIEM.

OHUMKC HaKJIOHWI TOJIOBY, YEPHAs YEJIKA yrajla Ha IJ1as.



— Tol MOXenib ObITh... TOCThel. — OH MPOUBHEC ITO CIOBO
OCTOPOKHO, Oy/ITO IMPOOYs ero Ha BKyc. — HuKTo emé He ObLT MO-
uM roctem. Thl MOXeIllb TPUXOTUTh U YXOAUTh. MOKeIllb TOMO-
rathb C... HUMHU. — OH MaxHyJI pyKoW Ha CBOMX NUTOMUEB. — in
He rmomorarb. MoskeIb mpocTo cratb. MHe. .. He Oy/IeT OMUHOKO.

B ero nocneaHux ciioBax CHOBa CKBO3WJIA Ta K€ IIEMAIIAs
HOTa, YTO U paHblle. ACTpa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B €€ yCTAJION,
ouepcTBeBlIen ayile 4To-To AporHyio. He xkanocts. Ckopee,
MOHVMAaHHE.

— JlagHO, — OHa B3[OXHYJIA, HO HA 3TOT pa3 B € B3[10Xe ObLIO
obneryenue. — S Oyny TBoel rocteeit. Ho yutu, s peimiaps. Haxe
pa3kaoBaHHBIN U OpoleHHbA. Ecy TBOU. .. METOAB TOOBIYM
MPONMTAHMS AJIS1 9TOrO 3BEPHHIIA HABJIEKYT Ha 3aMOK LIEJTYIO ap-
MHIO, 51 BO3bMY CBOi Med. Ho He mpotuB Tebs. [IpoTuB HuUX.

OHMKC BHE3aITHO YJIBIOHYJICA. YIIBIOKA TIOyYrIach OCKaJIeH-
HOM M3-32 KJIBIKOB, HO UCKPEHHEM.

— HoroBopuinch. — Ero pa3qBoeHHBIN SI3bIK MEJIbKHYI. — A
ceryac... X0o4ellb MOCMOTPETh, OTKYJA 3/1€Ch JYUIIUU BUJ Ha
3B€3/161? J1oM, KaxeTcs, JTOOAT Ha HUX CMOTPETh.

ACTpa, ITYCTb M CJICTKA yI[I/IBJIéHHa}I HEOXUIOAHHBIM ITPEIJIO-
KCHUEM, TTPEOJOJIEBAS JIOMOTY B TCJIC, TOAHSIACH.



— a. Ilokaxu.

OH NoBE €€ 1Mo y3KOH, MOoJTypa3pyLIeHHOM JIECTHHIIE HA OJJHY
U3 yIeseBinmx OaiieH. Betep yxke He ObUT TAKUM JICASHBIM, W
OHa IPOCTO YCIiena corpeThest. Kpyrioe mpocTpancTBO ObLIO 3a-
BaJICHO MU0, B YIJIaX BUCEJIA Ay THHA; HaJl TOJIOBOW 3MsLIa bl
pa, yepe3 KOTOPYK Ha HUX BbUIMBAJIACh YEPHAsi TKaHb CO3BE3-
avid. OHUMKC JIaJOHBIO CTEP MBUTB C BHICTYIAa KAMEHHOTO TOJIOKOH-
HUKA Y TTPUTIIACKIT PHILIAPSI CECTh MEPBOM. ACTpa yCTpOMIach 00-
KOM, CBECHB HOTH W TIOTHSIB T'OJIOBY, PAKOH MPHCOEIMHUIICS.
OnHM cujier Ha XOJIOJHOM KaMHe, IJIeYOM K IIeuy, TIIsijisl, Kak
B HeOe, CBOOOTHOM OT OOJIAKOB, 3arOpaloTCsl OHA 32 JPYroM Ja-
JI€KYe, XOIOqHbIe TOUKU. BHU3Y, B IepeBHE, 3aKIJIUCh OTOHBKH.
Muip Ka3ajcst THXUM ¥ OECKOHEYHO JTAJIEKUM.

AcTpa yKpagkou mocMoTpesia Ha mpoguib CBOEr0 HOBOTO
3HaKOMOTO. Ero octpble uepThl ObUTM CMSTYECHBI TYHHBIM CBETOM.
OH cMoTpen BBepX ¢ OE3MATEKHBIM, JETCKUM JIOOOITBITCTBOM.

«MoxeT ObITh, — IOIyMaJia OHa, IPUCIIOHSISICh CITUHOM K TIPO-
XJIQIHOW CTBOpPKE OKHA, — cOekaTh OT BCEro — He MOpakeHue.
MosxeT ObITh, 3TO TPOCTO HAKOHEII-TO HANTH MeCTO, I/ie TeOs He
UCTIONB3YI0T. Jlaxke eciii 3T0 MECTO — JIOrOBO JIPAKOHA, KOTOPbIH
KpaJIET OBell, YTOOBI eMy ObLIO HE TaK OIMHOKO».



I'nasa 2.

YTpo Haya0ch € MOIIHOTO B3Maxa YellyJaThiX KPbLIbEB 3a
okHamH. [TogHATEIN BeTep Mmpole:xa 1o HIENsIM 3aMKa, Iyras 1
NPUIIOIHMMAs BBEPX KypHll, ABE U3 HUX, KOPUUHEBOTIO OTTEHKA,
HUIENHYJIUCh NPSMUKOM Ha CIIAINYIO AeBylIKy. OHa sexana Ha
CBOEH Ipy/ie MOAYIIEK, BCE eI OTYASTHHO LIETUIAACH 32 OCTATKU
CHA, KOrJa MUPHOE MO(BIPKUBAHUE OBEL] U KBOXTAHBE CMEHM-
JIOCh BHE3AITHBIM Xa0cOM. CKBO3b COH OHA YCJIBIIIIAJIA MOLIHBIN
B3Max KpbUIbEB, CBUCT BEeTpa B OAllIEHHBIX apKax — M BOT YKe
JBE KYpPHIIbl, CJIOBHO MAaJICHbKUE ITyIINCThIE CHAPS/Ibl, [IPU3EM-
JIMJICh Ha He€. AcTpa axHyJla OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTU U TAKECTH.

— Yro0 3a... — OHa MOMNBITAJIACh CECTh, HO OHA W3 MTHLI, UCITY-
raHHasl pe3KuM JBUKEHHeM, 3a0pajiach eil mpsiIMO Ha JIUIIO, OT-
YagHHO XJIOMNAs KPbUIbSIMU.

UYepe3 MIHOBEHHUE TSKEIBIE MIArv MOCIBIIAINCh, HA KaMEH-
Hoi JiecTHHIIe. B nmpoéme nBepu nosiusicst OHUKC, 3aIbIXaBIINAN-
cs. Ero nenesnibHbIE BOJIOCH OBLITN pacTpENnaHbl BETPoM, a ¢huosie-
TOBBIE IJ1a3a IMPOKO PACKPBITH OT OECITOKOMCTBA. YBHJIEB CIIe-
HY C KypaMu, OH 3aMep, a 3aTeM CTPAHHOE, IIUIISIIEee XUXUKAHbE
BBIPBAJIOCH Y HETO U3 IPY/IU.

— OHnu... 0osTCs, Korga s B3jeTawo ¢ OamrHu. Pasoerarorcs. —
OH nozoIIEN U OCTOPOKHO CHAJ C JiMua ACTpbl caMylo OTYasiH-



HyI10 Kypuiy. ITtria TyT e ycrokonsiach B €ro pyKax, yCTpOUB-
LIKCh, CJIOBHO py4YHOE XUBOTHOE. — IIpocTu. {1 He momymait.

Actpa, HakOHell BbICBOOOAMBIINCH, OTKUHYJIACh Ha TIOYIIKH,
CMOTpsI Ha TIOTOJIOK. YTOJKU €€ TyO 3a/1pOXKaJIH.

— DT0. .. HOBBIH CITOCOO Pa3OyaUTh TOCTSI? — CIPOCKJIA OHA, U
B €€ rosioce Mpo3Byya’ia JIErKOCTh, KOTOPOH He ObLIO elié BUepa.

— Her. — OHMKC nocagui Kypull Ha Mo, U T€, BOpYa, MOIILIN
K CBOMM copojuyam. — { jietan B JaJIbHIOI AOJMMHY. Tam pac-
TYT 0cOOBbIe SITOfIbI, KMCbIe U TBEpAbIe. Ho ecnu ux pa3naBuTh U
CMellaTh C BOAOM. . . ojlyyaercs Kpacka. PuoneroBasi. — OH Bbl-
TalllAJI U3 CKJIAJOK CBOEU MPOCTOM OIEXK/Ibl TPSIUYHBIM MEIIO-
YeK, U3 KOTOPOI'0 COYMJICSI HACBIIICHHBIN JIMJIOBBIM COK. — J1J14. ..
JUtst roOenieHa. $1 xody JoImMTh 3BE3BI. Tam BHIIIBEIIO.

AcTpa npunoAHsIach Ha JIOKTE, paccMarpuBas ero. Bueparn-
HUM BeYep, TUXMU M HATIOJHEHHbIM CTPAHHBIM MOHWMAHHUEM,
CTEp MOCJIEIHNE OCTATKU cTpaxa. Tenepb oHa BUjeNa Meper co-
00l He MOHCTpa, a OrPOMHOT0, HEYKJTIOXKETO, HO UCKPEHHETO. . .
cymiectBa. CBorMu X000U.

— Tl BHIIIIMBAEIIIH? — HE CMOIJIa OHA COCPKATb JIETKOTO N3yM-
JICHUA.



OHukc HaXMYPHJIICA, CIOBHO OXKMOasd HACMEIIKH.

—310... ycnokansaeT. Korrsamu cio:xHO, HO B 3TOH (popMme. ..
naJiblibl cnymaTes dydie. M kaprunka nonydaercsa. — OH oT-
BEPHYJICA, IpsAvYa Melloyek. — 5 nmouay.

— INogoxau. — Acrpa HakoHel BCTajla, €€ J1aThl MATKO 3BSK-
HyJU. — Thl IPUHEC ey, MOKa3as 3BE€3/Ibl. Sl TBOSA rocthbs. [lomx-
Ha e s KaK-To OTpadaThiBaTh rOCTENPUUMCTBO. [laBaii s momMo-
ry. XOTs OBl IPUHECY BOJIbI, YTOOBI PA3BECTH ITY... KPACKY.

Onukc INOBCPHYJICA, U B €I'0 I'Nla3aX MCJIbKHYJIO TO CaMO€ TCII-
JIO, KOTOPOE€ OHa 3aMETHJIa BUEpA.

- XOpOHIO, — [IPOCTO CKa3aJl OH.

Tak HavasiCcs UX ieHb. ACTpa, CKUHYB Hey/IOOHbIE JIATHBIE TIO-
HOXH U HaIUIEYHWKH, B TIPOCTOW pyOaxe M ITaHax, OKa3aaach
YAMBUTENBHO MoJie3HoM. OHa MpuHecaa BOAbl U3 KOJIOALA, Ha-
IIa B KJIAJ0BOM CTapylo, HO HENyl0 KAMEHHYIO CTYITy, YTOOBI
pactonoub sirofibl. OHHMKC, TEM BpeMeHeM, pa3BepHYJT OOJIbIIIOH,
NOTPENAHHBIN ToOeJIeH — TOT CaMblid, o 3BE31aMu. YacTh HeOec-
HOT'O CBOJA JEWCTBUTEJIBHO BhIIBEJA J10 OJIEKJI0-CEPOTO.

OnHu cuieny Ha TIONTy B JTy4ax YTPEHHEro COJHIA, TPOOVBaB-
nierocs B 3aj1. OHUKC, C HEBEPOSTHOM JIJISI €r0 KPYIHBIX MAJIbLIEB



AKKypaTHOCTBIO, OOMAaKHMBAJ 3a0CTPEHHYIO MAJIOUKY B JIJIOBYIO
KPAacKy Y MOJIPUCOBBIBAT BHILIBETIIINE KOHTYPbI CO3BE3UI. ACT-
pa HaOmoaana, MOAHOCS €My Yallly C KpacKow, U BIPYT CIIPOCH-
na:

— A OTKyJa Thl 3Ha€lllb, KaK BBINJISAAT 3BE3/1b1? ThI ke, HaBep-
HOE, BCer/la CMOTPHUIIb HA HUX CBEPXY, KOI/Ia JIeTaelllb.

OHMKC Ha CEeKyHAY 3aAyMaJICsl, €TO pa3JBOEHHBIN SA3BIK KOC-
HYJICSI YTOJIKA TYOBl B IPUBBIYHOM JKECTE.

— CBepxy oHH... Takue xe. Ho ganbiie. Kaxercs, 4to Moxk-
HO JIOTSIHYThCS. A ¢ 3eMJIM OHM OY[ITO BUCST Ha YEPHON TKAHU.
N kaxgas Ha CBOEM mecTe. DTO... NpaBWIbHO. Be€ nmeer cBoé
mecto. CoinHue, JiyHa, 3B€31bl. Jpakonsl. Jlonu. — OH B3IJISAHYT
Ha Hee. — Poiapu.

— Y MeHsI CBOero Mecrta He ObUIO. .. 51 JaBHO TOKMHYJIA IOM, —
TUXO Npu3Hanace Acrpa. — beuio mecro B crpow. Kotopoe mor
3aHATb JTIOOOM.

— Teneps ectb, — Tak ke TUXO OTBeTHII OHUKC, BO3BpAIASICh
K ro0esieHy. — 31ech.

TulMHy CHOBa HapyLIM/IM KMBOTHBIE, HO HAa 3TOT pa3 3TO
OBLT HE UCTTYT, 2 OOBIYHAS yTPEHHSIS cyeTa. ACTpa, OYyBCTBOBAB



NPUIUB CTPAHHOM, TIOYTH 3a0bITON SHEPIUH, B3sUIACH 32 JpyTrue
nena. OHa pa3dpocasia cBexee CeHO, TIOMOIJIa HAallOUTh KOPOB,
Halia enié MoJIIIOKUHBI SIUI B YKPOMHBIX yrojikax. Padora ObI-
Jia IPOCTOM, (PUBMYECKOM, M OHA TTPUHOCUIIA CTPAHHOE YJIOBJIE-
TBOpeHHe. 31ech ObLT BUJCH pe3ybTaT. HachIThBIIMECS KUBOT-
Hble. YUCTBIN 3aroH. MeUIEeHHO OKMBAOIIMK N0, PyKaMH Apa-
KOHa rooOeJieH.

K nonynHio, Koraa CoHIIe CTOSUIO BBICOKO H B 3aJIe CTaJIo To-
HACTOSIIIEMY TEeIUIO, OHU clieJiaiu nepepblB. OHUKC Ucyes3 U Bep-
HYJICA C TIApOU CBEXUX PHIOWH, MOMMAHHBIX, KaK OH MOSICHUJI, B
ropHoi peke. OHU pa3Besv MaJIEHbKUI, aKKypaTHBIA KOCTEP BO
BHYTPEHHEM ABOPUKE, — OHUKC Pa3KET €ro OJHUM TOUHBIM BbI-
JIOXOM HUCKP, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO ACTPY HETIPOU3BOJIBHO B3IPOTHYTh,
HO JIMIIIb HA MUT, — ¥ 3Q)KapUIU peIOy Ha KaMHSIX.

Enu oHM Momua, HO 3TO MOJTYaHUE yXke He ObUIO HEeJIOBKUM.
OHO OBUTO CHIOKOMHBIM, CO3BYYHBIM THXOMY KYKKAHUIO TUEI,
MPUIETEBIINX Ha 3aMax [[BETOB, TPOOUBABIIMXCS CKBO3b TPEIIU-
HBI B CTEHE.

— Yro Oynemnb ienaTh qasbiie? — HaKOHEI[ CIpocuia ACTpa,
oOrnaskiBas xpedet. — Ilocne Toro kak 3B€3/1b1 OY1yT rOTOBBI.

OHUKC TOXKaJ [JIeYaMu.



— He 3nar0. YxaxuBarb 3a HUMH. — OH KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY 3a-
na. — Jlerars. CMoTpeTh. MoXkeT, HAlTH enié OauH TOOeNieH. —
MY>KYMHA OMOTYaIL. — A ThI?

Borpoc 3acran e€ Bpacruiox. ¥ He€ He ObLIO TUIaHOB. Best eé
JKU3Hb TIOCJIE/THUX JIET ObLIa METbI0 YyXuX nprka3oB. CBoOona,
0Ka3aJI0Ch, ObLTa MYTAIOIIE TPOCTOPHOM.

— He 3Hai0, — yecTHO oTBeTM/Ia OHA. — HaBepHoe. .. puBbI-
Karb. K TOMy, 4TO MeHs1 He KJAET HU MaTpyJib, HA BBITOBOP, HU
4y€pcTBbIi XJ1ed. K TOMY, UTO sI MOT'Y TPOCTO CUAETh U CMOTPETD,
KaK JIpaKOH BbIIIMBAET.

OHUKC XMXUKHY.
— ITO 3BYYUT CMEILHO.
— 9710 U ecTb cMeIHo. WM. .. xopomo.

ITocne enpl OHMKC, COCNABIIACH HA TO, YTO HYKHO IIPOBE-
pUTh JJaJIbHUE CTEHBl 3aMKa Ha IPEAMET HOBBIX TPEIIWH, CHO-
Ba MPUHSI IPAKOHBIO (POPMY U yJIETENI, HA 9TOT Pa3 MOCTapaB-
IIMCh B3JIETETh C CAMOU JajibHel OaltHu, YTOObI HEe MyTraTh )KUB-
HOCTb. AcTpa ocrasiack ogHa. OHa obolluia 3aMOK, U3yvasi ero
yXe He Kak MOTeHIMalbHoe moje 005, a Kak... foM. Ilycts u
YyKOU, pa3pyLIAIOIINICS, HACEJIEHHBIM IPU3PAKaMU U YKPAJCH-



HBIMH OBLIAMM.

B onHO# U3 nonypa3pylieHHbIX KOMHAT OHA Halllla OCTaTKU
crapoit oubmoreku. KHUrM mouT Bce UCTIIeNN, HO HECKOJIBKO
NOTPENaHHbIX (poaraHToB yieneau. Cpeau HUX — TpakTar o ca-
JOBOJCTBE M YTO-TO IOXOKEE Ha JIETONKCh NEPBBIX JIET KOPO-
neBctBa. OHa B3slJla KHUTU M BEPHY/IACh B CBOW YroJl B 3aroHe.
YerpouBich noygoOHee, Hauala YuTarh. THIIUHY Hapylaio
TOJIbKO MUPHOE MO(pbIPKUBAHUE KUBOTHBIX. OHa unTasa, u 4yB-
CTBOBAJIA, KaK HaNpPsKEHUE MOCIEAHUX JIET MEAJIEHHO, CJIOBHO
P’KaBYMHA, OTILETYIIMBAETCS OT €€ TyIIH.

Onukc BepHyJcs Ha 3akare. OH IpUHEC ¢ COOOM OXarKy Iu-
KOTO JIyKa Y HECKOJIBKO HE3HAKOMBIX ACTpE KOPEHbEB. YBUIEB
€€ ¢ KHUTOW, OH CHOBA 3aMep B ABEPSX, €ro IVla3a 3aropesuch
VUHTEPECOM.

— ToI ynTaeumn?

— Ja. 3puech ectb Koe-uTO MHTepecHoe. — OHa nokaszasia Ha
TPAKTaT O Ca/I0BOACTBE. — 3/1€Ch MUIILYT, YTO HA CEBEPHOM CKJIO-
HE MOXHO BBIPAIMBATh MOPO30CTOMKHUE ATOMB. A y TeOsl Kak
pa3 ceBepHas CTeHa IOYTH 1ieJ1a M TAM MHOT'O COJIHLA yTpoM. Mbl
MOTIJIH Obl. .. — OHA 3allHYJIaCh, OCO3HABAsA, YTO CKa3ajla «Mbl». —
... T MOT OBI TONTPOOOBATh Pa3OMThH TAM MAJICHBKHI caJl. UToOBI
HE JIETAaTh TaK JAJIEKO 3a ATOfaMU JJIs1 KPACKHU.



OHUKC OJOMIEN U MTPUCET PSJIOM, 3aIIsbIBAs Yepe3 €€ Iie-
4o B KHUTY. Ero gpixanue ObUTO TEMIBIM HA €€ IIEKe.

— «MBbi» — X0Opolliee CJI0BO, — MPOIIENTAaJ OH, U €r0 rojoc Mpo-
3ByYaJl MOYTU KaK PblYaHUE OT YIOBOJbCTBUSA. — 51 HE ymelo ca-
’aTb. MoU KOI'TH. .. OHH /ISl KOTIaHU 1 3eMJTH, HO HE 1Sl TAKOTO.

— A s, BOBMOXXHO, CMOT'Y Hay4YUThCS, — OTBETWIA ACTpa, U B
€€ roJyioce Mpo3Byyasa HoBas, TBEpaasd Hota. Hora He nmpukasa,
a npeyioxkenus. — [lo kauram.

OHuKC OCMOTpes Ha He€, U B ero (pUOJIETOBBIX IIa3ax OT-
pasuiICcs NOCTAEIHUM JIyd 3aXOJSILIErO COJHIA, TPEBPATUB UX B
KUJKOE 30JI0TO.

— 3HauuT, Tl ocTa”enbea. Hamomro.

D710 OBUT HE BOIPOC, a YTBEPKACHUE, MOJTHOE TUXOH, MOUTH
HEBEPOSATHOM HAJEKbI.

AcTpa nocMOTpea Ha Hero, 3aTeM Ha CBOMX HOBBIX COCEIEeH —
OBell, Kyp, APEMJIIONINX KOPOB, HAa TOOEJIEH CO CBEXXUMHU (prOIIe-
TOBBIMM 3BE3[]aMU, HA KHUTU Y cBoUX HOT. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAIA
HE I'py3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, a JIETKOCTh BhIOOpa. CBOM BHIOOD.



— Jla, — mpocro ckazana oHa. — Kaxercs, 4To Tak.

W xorpa HOYb CHOBA OIYCTUJIACH HA 3aMOK, 1 OHMKC MOBEN
e€ Ha GaIlIHIO CMOTPETD Ha YK€ 3HAKOMbIE, HO OT 3TOTO He MeHee
IIpeKpacHble 3BE3/1bl, ACTpa MOHsJIA, YTO HalllIa He ITPOCTO yoe-
xwuiie. OHa HaluIa YTo-TO ropaszio Oojee peaKoe U EHHOE, YeM
30J710TO Koposist Dpuka. OHa Halllla MeCTo, TJie €€ «MeCTO» ObLIO
HE B CTPOIO, & 3[IECh, PAJIOM C JIPAKOHBUM KPBUIOM, OTOpachiBa-
IOLUM TE€Hb Ha JPEBHUE KaMHHU.

I'nasa 3.

AcTpa MoHSIa, YTO 3TOT 3aMOK OBLIT IOBOJILHO OOJIBIIIAM, XO-
TSI CO CTOPOHBI CMOTpeJICs Y3KMM 1 HeynoOHbIM. HacuuTas 311ech
OKOJIO JIECATU CINAJIEH B IUIAYEBHOM COCTOSIHUM, CTajO SICHO —
OnuKC 0c000 HE CIeANT 32 YUCTOTOW. A Hy’KHA JId OHAa BOOOIIIEe
JpakoHy? AcTpa He 3Haja, HO 3HaJsa, YTO el OHa ObLIa Hy)XHA.
Omna crosiia mocpeau ObIBIIIEN TOCTHHOW (peofaia, KoTopasi Te-
Nephb CIIYKUIa CKJIaI0M JUisl BETOIIM U NbUTK. E€ npucTaibHbIid
B3[JISLJl CKOJIB3WJI 1O MAYTUHE B YIVIaX, TOJCTOMY CJIOKO IIbUIA HA
MOJIOKOHHUKE, TPelllMHaM B KAMEHHOM KJiajke. Pyka MalmHaib-
HO Jieria Ha 3¢ec Meva — craporo pedyJiekca, KOTOpblid OHa MOKa
He oTyumia cebs aenatb. Ho Tereps 310 ObUT He OOEBOM, a O1e-
HUBAIOIINN KECT.

«llecsath cnasied. Bonbrioit 3an. KyxHsl, XOTh U ¢ 0OBaJIMB-



mierics neusto. Knanoseie. baiau. U Bce ato B 3anycrenun. U
BCE 3TO. .. HOTEHLUAJILHO HAIIIe».

MbIcib «Haie» Mo-TPekHEMY 3acTaBiisia €€ BHYTPEHHE
B3[[paruBaTh OT HOBM3HBI. HO OHa yXke He Ka3anach 4ykKOu.

OHUKC, BEpHYBIIHIACS B YEJIOBEUECKHIA OOIUK, CTOSUT B JIBE-
psIX, HaOo1as 3a Hell ¢ TUMYHBIM J1J151 HETo JTII0OOIBITHBIM Ha-
KJIOHOM T'OJIOBBI.

— ThI 4TO-TO HITIEITH? — CIIPOCUIT OH. — 3/IECh TOJILKO CTapbie
MBIIIMHBIE THE3/IA U 3amax ChIpocTh. Huuero mosnesHoro.

— A umy... padoty, — oTBeTHIIAa ACTpa, 000PAYNBASCH K HEMY.
B e€ cepbix I71a3ax ropena penmmMocTb, KOTOPYIO He BUIEIH J1a-
ke e€ ObIBIIME KOMaHIupsl. He pemmmocts uatu B 60, a pe-
IIMMOCTb MIOCTPOUTH YTO-TO. — ThI CO37aM 30€Ch AOM ISl HUX.
— OHa KuBHYJ1a B CTOPOHY 3arOHa, OTKY/a JIOHOCHJIOCH OJiesTHHe.
— Ho 310 He gom and... nasg Hac. g roctda. Y i xo3guHa,
KOTOPBIN HE JIONKEH CMaTh B YIIIy CO CKOTOM.

OHUKC HaAXMYPUIICS, €ro OPOBU COLLIUCH HaJl TIEPEHOCULIEH.

— MHe Tak yno6Ho. Tam Terio ot ux ten. U s cislimty, eciu
YTO-TO HE TaK.



— A ecv 4TO-TO He Tak Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe? Thl He YCIIbIIIUIIIb.
— Actpa caenaina mar Brepén. — OHUKC, 3TOT 3aMOK MOKHO BEp-
HYTh K Xu3HU. He a1 Toro, yToObl XBacTaThCsl Mepe Jpyru-
MU JToAbMH. A 1St Hac. YToObI OBUIO YMCTO, CYX0O M Oe3omac-
HO. YT0OBI OBLIM OTIE/TbHBIE KOMHATHI. UTOOBI OblTa KYXHS, IJie
MOXHO TOTOBHTD, a HE KeBaTh CHIPYIO PhIOY y KOCTpa BO JIBOpE.
YroObl ObIa OMOIMOTEKA TSI KHUT, KOTOPBIE MBI €I1IE HalIEM.

OHa roBopwjia CTPacTHO, M €€ CJIOBa, Ka3ajoCh, BUCEIN B
MBLJIBHOM BO3J1yX€, HAIOJHAS €r0 HEBUJAHHOM 3[ECh MPEKIE
sHeprueil. OHUKC Mojyail, nepeBapuBasi. s IpakoHa, 4bé
€CTECTBEHHOE JIOTOBO — IIEllepa C I'PyI0d COKPOBUII, KOHIIETI-
IIUsI «<KOMHAT», «kKyXHU» U «OUOIMOTeKr» Obula cTpaHHou. Ho
OH BHJIEJ OrOHb B €€ mia3ax. Yl emy HpaBuiock 310 miamsi. OHO
He 00XKHUTaJIo.

—3710... MHOro paboThl, — OCTOPOXHO 3aMeTuJ1 OH. — Kamuu
TSKENbIE. [lepeBO rHUJIOE.

— 41 peliapb, — HAIIOMHWIIA OHA MY, U B €€ TOJI0CE 3a3ByyYalla
IIPEKHAA CTajlb, HO HAllpaBJIEHHAs Telepb Ha co3ujaHue. — 51
NIPUBBIKJIA K TSDKECTSIM. A 'y TeOsI €CTh KOT'TH, CHJIA U. .. OTOHb. ThI
MOJeEIIb CYIIUTh ChIpble CTEHBl. MOXeIlb BBIpaBHUBATh KAMHHU.

Wnes ucnonb30BaTh €ro IPakoHbIO CYIIHOCTh HE ISl pa3py-
HICHMS, a JJIS CTPOUTEINILCTBA, SIBHO 3auHTepecoBasia OHUKCA.



Ero ¢puonerosble ria3a cy3mimch B pa3iyMbe.

— ¢1 HuKorAa He Aenan HUYero nogoOHoro. $1 ToJBKo. .. Opai
Y OXPaHsI.

— 3HauuT, Hayuuibcsl. Kak y4uilbCcsi BBIIMBATH 3BE3/Ibl. —
AcTtpa mofionia K OKHy M C CWIOW JepHy/la pamy, 3aKJIUHUB-
myio or BpemeHH. C CKpexkeToM M OOJIAKOM IbLJIM OHA IMOJ/1a-
nack. CBeXUil, XOJNIOAHBIM BO3/1yX BOpBaJCS B KOMHary. — Bu-
quib? Iepseii mar. ITposerpurts.

OHUKC MOAOIIEN ¥ BCTAJ PSAAOM, IS/ Ha OTKPBIBIIMIACS BU]T
Ha JoMHY. Betep urpa ero neneabHbIME BOJIOCAMH.

— Xopo1o, — cka3aj oH THX0. — C yero HauHEM?

Havanu oHn, kak 1 nosioxeHo, ¢ Majioro. C oIHOM KOMHATHI.
AcTpa BeIOpalia caMmyio MaJIeHbKYIO M3 CIIaJICH Ha BTOPOM STake,
C OKHOM Ha BOCTOK — 4T0OBI Oyauio conHile. OHa He XOoTesa MoKa
YTO MOKUJATh CBOM YTOJI B 3ar'OHE, HO €M HyXeH ObLJT IJIalJapM.

Omna ornpaBwia OHMKCA B JIeC 3a KPENIKMMHM BETKAMHU IS
Meibl. [Toka oH Jietali, oHa, 0OBSI3aB JIMIO TPSTUIIEH, TTPUHS-
Jlach 3a TIEpBYIO, camylo Tpsa3Hyio padoty. [Tbutb cToneTnit moa-
HuUManach Tyyamu. IlayTuHy cmeranu ApeBKOM OT CIIOMaHHO-
IO KOMbsl, HAMJIEHHOTO B apceHasie. MBIIIMHBIA TOMET U CTApbIA



XJIaM — OCTaTKM Ybe-TO JIaBHO 3a0BITOM JKU3HU — BBI'peOaii B
pa3ouTOE KOPHITO ¥ BHIHOCHJIA BO JTBOP.

Korma OHUKC BepHYJICS C OXallKOM JJWHHBIX, THOKHUX TIpY-
ThEB OPEIIHUKA, OH 3aCThUI Ha mopore. KomHara Obuta Hey3Ha-
Baema. CoTHeUHbIN CBET, OOJIBbIIIE HE 3aMYTHEHHBIN CJIOEM T'PSI3H
Ha CTEKJIaxX, JIMJICS Ha OUYMIICHHBIN KaMEeHHbIN 10J1. Bo3ayX, XOTh
Y TIBUTBLHBIH, YK€ He ObLIT CTIEPTHIM.

— Tol... 310 caenana? — B €ro rojioce ObUIO HEMOMIEIBLHOE
U3yMJICHUE.

— Iloka TonbKO Havaso, — 0To3Bajgach ACTpa, CHUMas TPSIIN-
1y c ymna. E€ mEkn nokpacHe M OT yCUJIMM, YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI
BBIOMJIMCh U3 XBOCTA M MIPWJIMIUIM KO JiOy. OHa BBITJISA/IENA K-
BOM, HacTosimer, 1 OHUKC He MOT OTBECTH B3IJISAI.

OH Momua mpuHAACS 3a paboTy, C YOUBUTENIBHOH JIOBKO-
CTBIO CBSI3bIBasl MPYThsl B TpyOyl0, HO MPOYHYIO METIIy CBOUMU
JJIMHHBIMU NajiblaMH. ACTpa TEM BpEMEHEM Halllla B KJI1aJOBOU
HECKOJIBKO TOJIYUCTJIEBIINX, HO eIlE HenbIX WKyp. VX npenacro-
SUTO BHIOWTH W BBIYMCTHUTH.

Pabora 11171a B TUIITHE, HO 3TO ObLIa yKe He Ta TsSKENasi TUIITH-
Ha MePBBIX JHEH. DTO ObLJIO CIIOKOMHOE, COCPEIOTOUECHHOE MOJT-
YyaHue copaTHUKOB. OHUKC, 3aKOHYMB METITy, TPUHSIICS TIOIMe-



TaTh, a ACTpa, BOOPYKHUBIIIMCH OCTPHIM OCKOJIKOM CJIaHI[a, Ha4Ya-
JIa CKOOJIUTH CTEHBI OT HATUTIIIEH TPS3U U TUICCEHHU.

— 3peck, — BAPYT ckazan OHUKC, yKa3blBas Ha TPEILMHY B CTe-
He BozJie okHa. — Jlyet. U OyzneT nyTh criibHEe 3UuMON.

ACTpa noaonuia, oCMOTpeIa. Kamnu HeﬁCTBHTCHBHO Impoce-
JIN.

— Trt MOxemb nogHATh Ux? B cBoen... apyrou ¢opme? 1
MOCTAaBUTh Ha MECTO?

OHuKC 3agymascs.

— Mory nonpo6oBatb. Ho akkyparHo. YTOOB He OOpYIIUTH
BCE.

— Torna naBaii oTIOKKMM 3TO Ha 3aBTpa. CHavyaia HyKHO 3a-
KOHYUTH C TBLIBIO U IPS3BIO.

K Beuepy komHara npeoopasuiiachk. I1om ObuUT mogMeTeH 1 na-
K€ BBIMBIT HECKOJBKMMHU BETPaMU BOIbl U3 Konopana. CTeHbl,
XOTb U HEPOBHBIE, IBIIIAIN YUCTHIM KAMHEM. B KaMeHHY10 HUIITY
y KaMUHa, — KAMHH, K CYaCThI0, OKa3aJICs MCIPaBHBIM, — AcTpa
CJIOXKUJIA HAMJIEHHBIE TIKYPBI — TeTrieph 3T0 ObUT0 cuaeHue. OHu
MIPUTAIIVJIA U3 3arOHa OJJHY M3 MEHee JbIPSIBBIX MOYIIIEK.



Cud Ha 5TOM NOAYIIKE Y eHIE HE pa30AKKEHHOITO KAMUHA, OHU
CMOTpEJIM Ha CBOIO nepByio nmodeny. He Haj npakoHoM wim GaH-
JUTaMH, a HaJl 3a0BEHUEM M 3aIyCTECHHUEM.

— 3aBTpa, — cKkazana Actpa, I8 Ha TPEIIVHY, — [IOYUHUM
creny. [lotoM HailIEM YbIO-TO CTapyI0 KPOBaTh UM COOPYIUM
nexaHky. [TotoM criemyroryo KOMHary.

— A 3auem? — cipocui OHUKC C UCKPEHHUM JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM.
— ThI ke BCE PaBHO CIMILIb B 3aTOHE.

— [Notomy uto Korga-HUOYIb, — ACTpa MOBEpHYJIa K HEMY JIH-
110, ¥ B €€ IJ1a3aX OTPA3WIICS Or'OHb 3aKaTa, — 34€Ch MOKET MTOHA-
Jno0UThCs enié oqHa komHara. [[ns apyroro rocts. Wnu... — oHa
3aITHYJ1aCh, HO MPOJOJIKIIIA TBEPIIO, — TOTOMY UTO Y HAC IOJIKHO
OBITh MECTO, KyJla MOKHO ITPUITH ¥ TIOOBITH B TUIIIMHE. OTHOMY.
bes oger.

Wnest noOpOBOJILHOTO YeIMHEHHS OT CBOETO CTaja, BUIUMO,
Obu1a HOBOM Ju1st OHMKca. OH KUBHYI, MEJJIEHHO, OOTyMbIBasl.

— Kak nemepa-oTpoCTOK B CKAJIC. IIJ'IH pa3MI)IHIJ'ICHI/II'7L

— a, — yneibHynace Actpa. — Yto-T0 BpoOjie Toro.



Korna onu criycTuiuch BHU3, B TEMIIBINA, TAXHYIIUI CEHOM U
JKU3HBIO 3aroH, ACTpa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA pa3HHUILy. PaHbIie 310 ObI-
JI0 TIpocTo yoesxwuine. Tereps 9T0 ObUT JOM, U3 KOTOPOT'O OHA Ha-
yaJjia HaCTYIUJIEHUE Ha OCTaJIbHYIO 4acTh 3aMKa. Ha nx 3amok.

OHa Jerna Ha CBOU TOMYIIKH, CITyIasi IPUBBIYHbIE HOYHBIE
3Byku. Ho Teneps k OyiestHU0 1 NO(BIPKUBAHUIO I0OABHUJICS HO-
BbIf 3BYK B €€ CO3HAHWU — CKPEXET OUMINAEMOro OT BEKOBOM
IPA3M KaMHS, [IeJIeCT MET/Ibl M TUXOE, JOBOJIBHOE JIbIXaHKe JIpa-
KOHA, HAOJTIO/IAIONIero, KaK ero MUp MO KUPIUIUKY CTAHOBUTCS
OOJIBbIIIE U YUIILIE.

Oma 3aKkpbLia 171432, U BIIEPBbIE 32 JI0ITHE FOIbl MBICIb O 3aB-
TpAILIHEM JIHE HE BbI3bIBAJIA Y HEE TSKECTH B KMBOTE. OHA BbI3bI-
BaJsa JIErKoe, MOYTU PaJlOCTHOE HeTepreHue. 3aBTpa OHU OyayT
YUHUTH cTeHy. 1 310 ObUIO Kya BaxkHee J11000ro KOpoJeBCKOro
NpUKa3a.

I'nasa 4.

OHUKC POCHYJICSI TIEPBBIM, €r0 IPaKOHBU YYBCTBA YJIOBHJIM
HEOOBIYHYIO IYCTOTY B IIPUBBIYHOM 3BYKOBOM (poHe jtoroBa. OH
MTHOBEHHO TIPUHSUT Y€IOBEYEeCKUI OOIMK M OECIIyMHO CKaTHJI-
Cs1 C KpbILIH, KyJa nepeOpajicsl ApeMarb, CKOJIb3HYJ B OTKPBITOE
OKHO OaIlIHu.



Actpa cnana, yKpbIBIIUCH OJIESIOM, e€ JIUIO ObUIO CIIOKOW-
HbIM. OHHMKC Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aJepKaics, I HA HEE, TOTOM
OCTOPOKHO BBIIIENI BO BHYTPEHHUM ABOP.

Wcrounuk Turmmnel Obul oueBuaeH. Crapasi 1yOoBasi 1BEPh
B JIAJIBHIOIO KJIAJJOBYIO, KOTOPYIO OHM €LIE€ HE HAYWHAINA PACUU-
1aTh, TENEPhb 3UsIa BbUIOMaHHBIM 3aMKOM. He BbUIOMaHHBIM —
BBIPBAHHBIM C KOPHEM, C IOTHYTHIMH KeJIe3HbIMU NeTisiMu. Crie-
bl Ha CBIPOY 3eMJie ObLITM KPYITHBIMU, KOTTUCTHIMU 1 TIPUHA]IJIE-
*an He OHHUKCY.

OH 3amep, BTArMBasi BO3AyX. 3amnax ObUT Uy)KHMM, 3BEPUHBIM,
C MPUMECHIO THIWIM U MEJHOM OKHCU. B ropne y Hero npopsa-
JIOCh HUA3KOE, PEIYNPERIAIIEE PplYaHUE, KOTOPOE OH TYT ke
TIOJIaBWJI, OTJISIHYBIIIUCH Ha 1Bepb B 3arod. He Oynuth Actpy. He
MYIraTh ;KUBOTHBIX.

On BowEn B kianoByw. BHyrpu napun pasrpom. Ilycteie
MEIIKU U3-TI0/l 3€pHa — TOT CaMblil HETPUKOCHOBEHHBIN 3amac,
KOTOPBIN OH MEH$1J1 Y TOProBLIEB — ObLIM IIOPBaHbl B KJI0Ubs. Bo-
YOHOK C CYHIEHBIMH SIOJIOKaMU packosoT. Ha 3emuie Bassumch
OOPBIBKHM CTapoil KOXKH H... epbsi. KpymnHble, Tpsi3HO-cepsle, C
MEIHBIM OTJIMBOM Ha KOHLIAX.

OHUKC MOJHST OHO Mepo, C:KaB €ro B KyJlake Tak, YTo CycTa-
BBl MoOeste. OH 3HaJ 3TOT 3arax. JTOT MOYEpK.



«["aprosb».

Cy11ecTBO, XMBYIIME HA BBICTYIIAX CKaJl C KpaliHE MPOKOPIIU-
BbIM aNNeTUTOM K naganu. He HacTosimumii raprosns, CyIiecTBo ¢
NEPEKOIIEHHON JJIMHHOM MOPJOY M KPAaCHBIMU IJ1a3aMH, ITLTIOI0-
LIMICA AI0M, a MX JaJIbHUM, yPOMJIMBBIY POACTBEHHUK — KPbLIa-
ThIi TporioauT. [laganbiiyk, Bop, IIOOUTENb CEUTHCS B UYKUX
JIOTOBAX, MTOKA X0351MH B OTTy4ke. OnnH pa3 OHUKC yKe ITpOorHal
TAKOT'O CO CKaJI HaJl 3aMKOM. BHIuMO, TOT pemmsn BEpPHYThCA,
NOYYsIB 3arax €/ibl ¥ OECIIOMOIIHON KUBHOCTH.

Tuxuii ckpun 3actaBuil ero o0epHyThcs. B nBepsx crosuia
Acrtpa, yxe B CBOer OTEPTOI pydaxe u mTaHax, 6e3 JOCIEXOB,
HO ¢ MedoM B pyke. E€ cepble 171a3a ObUIH SICHBIMU, O3 HaMEKa
Ha COHJIMBOCTh. OHa OLIEHWJIa Pa3rpoM, 3aTeM B3IJIs PUIUI K
nepy B €ro pyke.

—Toctn? - CITpOoCHJia OHA TUXO, U B e€ rojioce He ObLIO CTpaxa,
TOJIBKO XOJIOAHasA roTOBHOCTL.

— Bop, — npommnen Onukc. — [aproms. OH 31€ch, MoOmm30-
cru. Yyer 3anax osel. M Haiero... 3amaxa BMecTe €IIE HENIO-

CTaTO4HO, yTOOBI 0003HAYUTH CHUJIbHYIO TCPPUTOPHIO.

AcTpa KHBHYJIA, €€ B3I CKOIb3HYJI IO CJIE/IaM.



— Bonpimon?

— Kak mosonas nomages. Ho nomieii. Hanagaer c3agu, oouT
JYIIHTb.

OH BujzEN, KaK €€ majiblibl CKUMAIOT PyKosITh Meuya. He u3
crpaxa. M3 ananuza. OHa MBICJIEHHO POUTPhIBAJIA CXBATKY, KaK
OH CaM TIPOMTPBIBATT MOJIET BOKPYT OAITHU.

— TBOE JI0roBO, TBOU MpaBUJa, — CKa3ajla OHA HaKOHell, IS
eMy npsiMo B 171a3a. — Kak Oyaem ieficTBoBath?

Borpoc 3acran ero Bpacmiox. «Kak 6ynem». He «4to TbI cie-
Jaenp», a «Kak Oynem». B e€ mose He ObUIO MogoOoCTpacTHst
HNOJYMHEHHOTO, HO U He ObUIO MIYNOro Bbi30Ba paBHOro. OHa
CTOs1J1a KaK COI03HUK. Kak mapTHEp o o0opoHe ux o0Iero 1oma.

prL[I) OnuKkca cxxajach OT CTPAHHOI'O, TOPAYCTO 1YBCTBA. On
BBIIIPAMMUJICA BO BECb CBOW BBICOKUI POCT.

— OH BepHETCS HOUBIO. [ITHEM OH OOMTCS COJTHIIA — KOXKa HeX-
Hast. OH NoNbITaeTCsA YTAlWTh STHEHKA WM Kypully. — OHUKC
Opocun niepo. — Mel noaroroumcs. $1 Oyay Ha Kpelie, Oyay
Knatb. THI. ..



— 41 6yny B 3aroHe, ¢ HUMH, — 3aKOHYMJIA 3a Hero Acrpa. —
Ecnu on nmpopeércss Mumo 1ebs1 — BcTpeuy ero tam. Ho... — oHa
cliesasia rnaysy, — OJHOrO Meya MOXKET HE XBaTUTh. Y HETO IIKypa
Kak y craporo 6apaHa?

— Tomme. Y ocHOBaHMS 1TeN — KOCTSIHBIE TUIACTUHEL.

— Torga MHe Hy)HO Konib€. Mn anedapaa. Uto-To ¢ qanbHuM
00eM U yIapHOU CHIIOM.

OHUKC OCKaJIMICA B y.HI)I6Ke, TTOJTHOM OCTPBIX KJIbIKOB.

— B apcenane. Ha Bropom staxe. Tam ecTb pxkaBuMHa, HO. ..
MBI MOXEM KOE-UTO BHIOPATh.

ApceHan 3aMKa ObUI MeYaIbHbIM 3PEJTUILEM: CTHUBIINE JJPEB-
Ka, PACCHIMAIOIIMECS OT PKa KOJIbYYIHU, IIUThI, U3bEICHHBIE Uep-
BsMU. Ho B JasibHEM yTily, PUCIIOHEHHBIE K CTEHE, OHU HAIIUTA
TO, UTO MCKau. [IBe anedap/pl ¢ ITMHHBIMY, YyTh U30THYTHIMU
TOIOpPaMH ¥ OCTPbIMHU, IYCTh U IOTYCKHEBIIMMU, HAKOHEUHUKA-
mu. [IpeBku ObUTH 1IEJIbI, U3 KPErKoro siceHst. OHUKC JIETKO BbI-
JIepHYJI HAKOHEUHVKY, ¥ OHU MPUHSUTUACH 32 padoty. OH cumniman
CTapylo P’KaBYMHY Y TOUMJT JIE3BUSI O OOJIBIIION IJIOCKUN KaMeHb,
a Acrtpa, UCTIOJIb3Yysl CMOJTY Y TPOYHBIE TTOJIOCKU KOKH, YKPETLIsi-
JIa ApeBKU, OOMaThIBask X B MECTaX COCMHEHMSI.



Paboramm Momya, cocperoroueHHO. CTpax 3a CBOMX IO/I0NeY-
HBIX, KOTOPHIMH B YMe JIEBYIIIKM OBLTH M OBIIBI, 1 KOPOBBI C KY-
pamu, npeBpaliayics B XOJOAHYIO, OTTOYEHHYIO PEIIMMOCTb.

— Tol ymeers oOpararbes ¢ 3Tum? — cripocust OHUKC, yKa-
3bIBasi Ha ayiebapiy.

— Yuunu ocHoBaMm. I1potuB koHHUIIBL. [TpoTUB Yero-to 6osb-
1IOT'0 U JIETALIETO — MPUAETCSA UMIIPOBU3APOBATD.

— He nerur. On mianupyer. Kak tsok€nbii kameHb. — OH
BCTaJl, B3B B PYKU 3aTOUYEHHBIN HakoHeuyHUK. OH Orecren 3710-
BeIlle B TYCKJIOM cBeTe apceHasa. — Ero cimaboe mecto — nepe-
TIOHKH TIOJT MbIIIIKaMu 1 Ha Opioxe. Tonkue. U rmaza.

— Henbzs youts? — nipsimasi, congarckasi JOTHKA.

— MoxHo. Ho... — Onukc 3amsiics. — § He xouy yOuiicTBa
y nopora. Ha moei... Ha Hawen tepputopun. Ilycte yunaer u
Oosblile He Bo3Bpalaercs. McnyraHHblil 1 oKajleYeHHbIH.

AcTpa mocMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ HOBBIM IMOHUMaHHEM. DTO ObLT
HE MATKOTEJbIN APakoH. DTO ObUI APAKOH, OCO3HABABILMUH LIEHY
’KU3HU HA CBOEH 3eMJIe U He JKeJIABILIUI OCKBEPHATH €€ HEHYX-
HOW CMEPTHIO.



— Torpa 1iesb — KpbUIbS | TJ1a3a, — 3aKJI0unia oHa. — Q0e3-
JBUXUTb U OTIYTHYTb.

K Beuepy oHM ObLTH TOTOBBI. ACTpa, 0OJaUMBIIUCH B CaMble
1eJIble YaCTU CBOMX JIaT, — HATPYJAHUK U HAIUIEYHUKH, — CTOSLIA
B 3aroHe. OHa BOTKHY/A JIPEBKO ajedapabl B 3eMITIO PSIZIOM, a
Meu ocTaBasics Ha nosice. OBITbI, UyBCTBYsI HATPSIKEHUE, JKAJTHICh
K JanbHemy yriay. OHHKC, yKe B JpakoHbeM OOJIUKe, 3amep Ha
caMoM BBICOKOM OalllHe, CIIMBIIUCH C cymMepedHbiM Hebom. Ero
TeNesbHAs Yelllysd He OTpaXkasa MOCIEeOHMX Jiyder conHua. OH
ObLT TEHBIO, KAMHEM, YaCThIO 3aMKa.

TuimHa HacTynuiIa 3BeHAIIAsA, HeecTecTBeHHas. [laxe Kypsl
HE KBOXTAJIU.

OHM X OaIu.

[MonHast myHa NoAHSIIACK HAJl TOPaMU, 3aJIMBast TBOP cepedpu-
CTO-cuHUM cBeToM. U Torna nocbimacs 3Byk. He kpuk, a ckpe-
KET — CJIOBHO KpyINHas HaxAgauHas Oymara TpETcsi o KameHb. U
3armax — MeJHbIN, 3aTXJIbII, CTaJl pe3ye.

[aprons mosiBuicsA u3-3a 3yOOB JanbHeil cteHbl. OH ObLT
MMEHHO TaKKUM, KaK onucbiBasl OHUKC: IPU3EMUCTBIM, MYCKYJIH-
CTBIM, C KOXEM, TIOXOXKel Ha TONyl0 KOXYpY, MOKPHITYI0 OOpO-
JaBKaMU U PeIKUMU TIepbsiMU. ETo Kpbiyibst, OOJbIIIE TOXOXKUE HA



KOXKHCTBIE MIEPENIOHKH JIETYUYeil MbIIIIY, O€33ByYHO B3METHYJIUCH,
Y OH CIUIAaHMPOBAJI BO IBOP, IPSAMO K JIBEPH KJIAI0OBOM, YBEPEH-
HBI}, YTO XO35€Ba CIIAT.

On paxe He 3amern1 OHHMKCa, MOKA ¢ OalllHU HE COPBAJICS
HEMOM, CTPEMUTENIBHBI KAMEHb.

,HpaKOH HE 3a0paJl. On Hanan MOJI4a, KaK XHIllHasda CoBa. Kor-
THUCTAasA Jialla 06pym1/1naCL Ha CIIUHY IraproJjist B TOT MOMCHT, KOI'/1a
TOT NPOTAHYJI KOI'TH K IBEPU 3aroHa. Pa3)_'[aJ'IC$I OTBpElTPITCJ'IbeIfI
XPYCT U BOILJIb 00/ — BbICOKHﬁ, BH3FHHBbIﬁ, He3)1€HIHHﬁ.

butBa Obl1a IPOCTHOM U TUXOM. ["aprosib, XOTh U 3aCTUTHY THIN
BPACILIOX, OTYASTHHO cONPOTUBIISUICA. OH MBITAJICS BUETIUTHCS B
meto OHUKCA, YKYCUTb, YIaPUTh KOCTUCTBIM XBocTOM. OHH cIie-
NWIKCh B KJIyOOK T€HH U SIPOCTHU, IPOXasiCh O KAMEHHYIO MOCTO-
BYIO, BBIAMPAsi KOTTSIMU TUTUATHI.

AcTpa BbICKOYMJIA U3 3aroHa, ajedapaa HarnepeBec. OHa He
KHMHYJIACh B TYITy CXBaTKU — 3TO ObUIO Obl camMoyOuiictBoM. OHa
3aHsJIa TO3UIIMIO y BXOJA, NIepEeKphiBasi MyTh K KUBOTHBIM. E&
r71a3a, MPUBBIKIIIME K HOUHBIM CTPaXkaM, CISAWIN 32 MeJIbKaH!-
€M Tell.

OnuKc ObLT CHITbHEE, HO Taprojib — ObICTpee U Ipsi3HEe B MPU-
émax. OTHUM Pe3KUM JIBUKCHUEM OH BBIBEPHYJICS U IIBBIPHYIT



TOPCTh IIECKA U MEJIKMX KaMEIIKOB B I71a3a ApakoHa. OHUKC pBa-
HYJI TOJIOBOM Ha3aJ, OCJICIUIEHHBIA Ha CeKyHIy. M 9TON cexyH bl
XBaTUJIO.

[aprosib, Xxpomasi Ha MPOKOJIOTYIO JIAlly, pBaHyJI HE K JIeCy, a K
€IMHCTBEHHOMY MCTOYHHKY JIETKOW JOOBIUU — K OCBEHIEHHOMY
JIyHOU NpoEéMy BepH 3aroHa. [Ipsimo Ha Actpy.

OmHa He npornyna. Beé 3amemyminocs. OHa yBHIENA KPACHBIE,
NOJTHBIE Oe3yMUsI 171432, OTKPHITYIO MACTh C PSIIAMH UTOJTBYATHIX
3y0OB, KOI'TH, 3aHECEHHBIE [IJ151 yAapa. Med ObL1 CIIMIIIKOM KOPO-
TOK. Aniebapaa — B caMmblii pas.

Omna caenasa mwar BHEpER, MPUHAB yIap KOI'TEN O CTaJbHOU
HarpyaHuK. Bosayx BBIpBaJICA U3 €€ JIETKUX C XPUIIOM, HO €€
CTOMKa BblepKaa. 1 B TOT ;e MUI OHa C CUJION BCAUJIA OCTPUE
anebappl He B OPOHUPOBAHHYIO I'PY/ib, @ B TOHKYIO, PACTSHYTYIO
NIEPEIOHKY I10]] MBIIIKOW YyJOBHLIA.

[aprosib B3peBes1, Ha STOT pa3 OT HACTOSAINEH, MPOH3aloIIen
6omu. OH pBaHyJCs Ha3al, MHITAsSCh OCBOOOAUTHCS, HO 3a3y0-
PEeHHBII TOmop ajnedapmpl 3anenuics. AcCTpa, WCTHONB3Ys BCIO
CBOIO CHITY W BeC, IPOBEPHYJIA JPEBKO, pa3pbiBasi IEPETOHKY.

Czaau, orymEHHBIN, HO yxke nmpurennuil B cedss, OHuKc 00-
pymwics Ha raprojist. OH He cTa KycaTh Win pBaTh. OH CXBaTHIT



ero 3a 00a Kpbljla y CaMOro OCHOBAHUS U, C BHIPBAHHBIM U3 MACTH
OT YCWJIUSI PBIKOM, Pa3BEPHYJICA HA MECTE, KaK MeTaTes b MOJIOTa.

[aprosis B37€TEN B BO3/1YX, OECIOMOIIHO O0ATast KOITSMHU, U
niepesieTeNl Yepe3 CTeHy 3aMKa. Brasieke, co cTOpoHsI Jieca, J10-
HECCS TIYXOH yiap M KaJoOHBIH, 3aTHXaomuil Busr. [lotom —
IIOPOX YIOJI3AIOUIETO B TEMHOTY.

TummHa BEpHYJIach, HO TeTrlepb OHa ObLIa TSDKETOU, Mpomax-
1IEH MbUIbI0, KPOBBIO U aIPEHAJIMHOM.

OHUKC, TSKENO Aplla, PUHSLT YeoBeyeckuil oonuk. Ha ero
IIeKe 3usiia IyOOKasl [apanuHa, U3 KOTOpor coumiach TEMHasl,
NOYTH YE€pHasA KpoBb. OH nmogomen Kk Acrpe.

Ona Bc€ emmg crosiia, onMpasich Ha anedapiay, €€ Mmajblibl IMo-
Oenenu oT HanpshkeHWs. Ha HarpymHUKe 3Usiid YeThipe Try0o-

Kue 60po3/1bl oT Korteil. Ho e€ B3risit ObLT SICHBIM.

— TBO... TaKTUKa C TIEPENOHKOM. .. cpadoTaia, — BHIIOXHYJ
OHUKC.

— Tsoit Opocok... Toxke, — oTBeTUIa ACTpa, U BAPYT €€ HOrU
noaxkocwince. He ot crpaxa, a oT OT/1MBa aipeHaIvHa.

Onukc nmonman e€, mpex/e 4eM oHa ynana. Ero pyku Obumm



TBEPIBIMUA U OCTOPOKHBIMHU.

—4... 4 moiixy nmposepio, YIIEN JIM OH, — CKa3aJla OHa, IbITa-
ACh BBIIIPAMUTBCS.

— Ilo3xke, — MATKO, HO HENPEKJIOHHO cKa3an OHukc. OH Bce
ewe aepxain e€. — CHavasa. .. Hy)KHO IepeBecTu 1yx. Bmecre.

OH noBén e€ Hazal, B 3aroH. OBIIbl, IOYYSIB, UTO OMACHOCTb
MUHOBAJIA, OCTOPOKHO PUOTM3IIIUCH, THIYaCh HOCAMH B MIX HO-
Y, Kak Obl O1arofgapsi. OHU ceJiv Ha MOAYIIKY, CITMHOW K CTeHe,
TJIEYOM K TUIeYy, CITyIasi, Kak OelIeHbli CTYK cepjiell MOCTeNeH-
HO 3aMeJIJIsIeTCsI.

.HYHa CBE€TUJIa B HpOéM ABCPU, BBIPUCOBLIBAA UX CHUJIYIThI HA
KaMCHHOM IIOJTYy. Me;my HUMMU JICKaJIa ane6apna C TéMHbIM,
JIMIIKMM HaJIETOM Ha JIE3BUU.

— OH He BepHETCs, — HaKoHel| cka3zain OHUKC, MISAAs Ha 3Ty
KpOBb. — Thl Ipaack. .. Kak JpakoHbsI CaMKa. 3aluIias JOroso.

AcTpa mocMoTpena Ha Hero, MOTOM Ha KWBOTHBIX, HA CBOU
MOBPEKACHHBIN HArPYJHUK, HA €T0 IaparvHy.

— DTO HE MPOCTO JIOTOBO, — TUXO OTBETWJIA OHA. — DTO HaIll
nom. M MmblI ero 3amutmin. Bmecre.



OHuKC Me[UIeHHO KUBHYJI. Ero pyka Haiuia e€ — He I MojI-
JePKKH, a MPOCTO, YTOOBI KOCHYThCA. Ero masblipl Jieru Ha eé
JIAJIOHb, LIEpIIaBble OT MEAJIEHHO MPOMNaAaBIIeN B 3TOU (popme
Yelllyd, HO HEKHbIE B CBOEM HAMEPEHUH.

- I[a, — [IPOHICTITAJI OH, X B €I0 HIUIAIIEM I'0JIOCE ITPO3BYyYaJIO
OKOHYATECJIbHOC, HCPYIIMMOC ITPU3HAHUC.

AcTpa npyKpbLIa IJIa3a. Y CTaJI0CTh HAKATHIBAJIA BOJIHAMM, 110~
CTEMEHHO CepAlle BO3Bpallayioch B CBOM TUXUM putM. Ilox Ter-
JIOM PYKU MYKUYUHBI €i MOYEeMY-TO BCIIOMHWJICSI POJHOM JOM,
KaK Mama JIaCKOBO JyJia Ha paHKHU, I'PO35Ch 32 BEUHbIE HEYIO-
MOHHBIE OeraHbs JIouepr OOJIbIlIe HUKOI/IA He TOTOBUTH JIIOOM-
MBI/ OPEXOBBIN MUPOT.

— Onukc. .. — He otkpeiBas 171a3 BeigoxHysna Acrpa. — [louemy
ThI TIOCEJTUJICS B 9TOM JIepeBHE?

Onukc He oTBeTMII cpa3y. Ero masblpl Ha €€ 1aoHu cierka
CKQJIUCh, A PA3IBOCHHBIN KOHYMK SI3bIKa HA MTHOBEHHE MEJIbK-
HYJI, KOCHYJICSI HYDKHEH ryObl. OH CMOTpeT B TyHHBIN KBaIpar Ha
TIOJTY, CJIOBHO B HEM OBUTH CIIPSITAHBI OTBETHI.

— 37€ech. .. TUXO0, — HayaJl OH HAKOHELl, U €r0 IIUITAIIUI I'0JI0C
MPUTHX, CTAJI OXOXK Ha IIOPOX BeTpa B KAMEHHBIX IIessix. — He



B JiepeBHe. 31eck. Ha atux ckanax. 4 uckai... tuxoe mecro. Ilo-
ciie Toro Kak nokunyi ['por OTo1eckos.

— I'por OtOneckoB? — AcTpa NpUOTKpbLIA IJ1a3a, TOBEPHYB K
HEMY TOJIOBY.

— Tam, rae s Beutynmics. — OH cenan naysy, nogoupas Je-
JIOBEYECKHUE CJI0Ba Il JPAKOHBUX BOCIOMHHAHUI. — DTO OblLIa
OoblIIas rerepa y ckaj v noa3eMHoro o3epa. CTeHsl ObUTH YChI-
MaHbl KPUCTAIJIAMH, OHA OTPaKajd CBET MOETO OTIA, KOTJa OH
Jpllaj riaMeHem. beuto. .. kpacuso. Y rpomko.

— I'pomko?

— He 3Bykamu. Mbiciisimu. — OHHMKC Haxmypuics. — Jlpako-
HBI... CTApIIME JPAKOHBI... OHU rOBOPAT He Bceraa proM. OHu
nassat. Ceoum npucytcreueM. Coelt ucropueit. IcTuHHbIN 1pa-
KOHUU TOJIOC MOXET BbIIEPKATh HE BCKUU. Kaxplii KaMEHb B
I'pote 3Ha1, Kak MO ien modeuit ropHoro Tposis. Kakaas cra-
JIArMUTOBAs1 KOJIOHHA NIOMHMJIA, KaK MOsI TETS M0 MaTEPUHCKOU
JIMHWU CHaJla CTO JIET, HE IIEeJIOXHYBUIMCh. A f1... — OH TOPbKO
YCMEXHYJICSI, OOHaXWB KJIBIKU, — 51 ObUT MOJIOA. JIIOOOIBITHBIM.
MHe xoTesnioch 3HaTh, KaK pacTyT JEPEBbs, a HE KaK UX UCIerne-
na1h. [Touemy peka no€r, a He Kak €€ NeperopoanTh. S cripaiim-
BaJI. A B OTBET NOJTYYaJl. .. TSKENbIM, yCTablid B3I, VI Mblcu:
«On man. OH crpannbiid. OH cnad. OH CIUIIIKOM MHOTO JyMaeT



O MEj1o4ax».

Actpa cnymasna, 3atauB JpIxanue. B ero cioBax oHa y3HaBasia
9X0 COOCTBEHHBIX UYBCTB: TSTOCTHOE OXHUIaHHE B KazapMme, KO-
rj1a J000e OTKJIOHEHHE OT YCTaBa, 000U BOITPOC BCTPEUAIUCH
XOJIOMHBIM TIPE3PEHIEM MJIH HACMEIIKOM.

— OgHaxapl, — npono/kuia OHUKC, — 1 HAIEN y BxoAa B I'pot
paHeHoro BopoHa. Ero kpbuto Obuto ciomado. S mpuHEC ero
BHYTpb, XOTeJ oMoYb. OTell. .. mocMoTpes Ha MeHs. U He cka-
3aj1 Hu4ero. OH pocTo. .. B3A0XHYJI. [IpiMom. 1 B TOM jibiMe ObI-
JIO CTOJIBKO Pa304yapOBaHMs, YTO KPUCTAJLIbI HA CTEHAX MOTYCK-
Henu. [ToTom oH pa3BepHyJIcs U yIIEN BITyOb. A BOPOH. .. UCITY-
rajicsl. Ymep ot crpaxa. OT gpakoHbero npucyrcTBus. S torma
noHs11. 1 He Mor ocraBatbcs. MOE JIIOOOIBITCTBO. .. OHO OBLIO
Kak OOJIe3Hb /7151 HUX. A UX BeJM4Me Kak KaMeHb Ha MOei I1iee.

OH 3aMoI4aJl, ¥ B TUIIHAHE 3aJ1a ObLIO CJIBIIIHO, KaK OJHA W3
KOPOB BO CHE TSIKEJIO B3/IbIXaeT.

— A yneren. Jonro neran. Mckan mecrto, rjae MOXHO MPOCTO. . .
ObiTh. He OBITh MenebHBIM TPakOHOM, HaceHuKoM [ 'pota OT-
6neckoB. A npocto... OHUKcOM. YBuzaen 3ToT 3aMok. OH ObLT
nyct. 3abporiieH. B HéM He ObLIO UCTOPUM, KOTOpasi 1aBuiia Obl
Ha 1uieun. Tonpko TummHa. Y npuspaku. — OH nocmorpesn Ha
Actpy. — IIpuspaku momyanusbie. OHM He ocyxaaloT. OHU Mpo-



CTO... €CTb.
— Ho notom crasno cimikoM tuxo, — gorajganace Acrpa.
OHUKC KMBHYJL.

— a. TummHa crana 3BOHKOM. Sl ciipllal, Kak pacTéT MOX Ha
kamusix. Kak Berep TouuT Oamrau. 1o cBoauio ¢ yma. U toraa
s... ycnbiman Onesinue. VI3 nepeBHu. OHO OBUIO TaKUM... KU-
BbIM. [ rynibiM. Becriokonnsim. 1 g nogyman: «Bor onu. Te, KT0
He OyneT OOSAThCSI, UTO 51 HeIOCTaTOUHO apakoH. Kto mpocto Oy-
JIeT €CTb CEHO M TOBOPUTH ,Meee». S Hauan Opark nx. CHauasa
onny osuy. [Torom gpyrymwo. [Torom Kypuily, noToMy 4TO OHa 3a
Hell modesxasa. Tak MOsSBUIICS 3aroH.

OH 3aMoJIidaji, 1iidad Ha CBOMX CIIAIIUX ITMTOMIICB.

— A mortoM... nosiBuiacs Tel. Tel He ucryranack. He Hama-
na. Tel Obuta ycraBmen. Kak Oyaro... Tebe Toxke ObUIO TSKENO
or cBoero «I'pora Ot6neckoB». M Tl BOILIA B MOK THUIIUHY
U... Hapymwia e€. Ho He Tak, kak raprosib. Thl... HaoJIHWIA €€
CMBICJIOM.

AcTpa 4yBCTBOBaJla, KaKk KOMOK MOICTynaer K ropiay. Ona
CKaJsia ero pyKy B OTBET.



— Moii «I'poT» ObLJT U3 MPUKA30B, I0JIra ¥ MYCTHIX OOSIIaHMHA,
— MpOIIIenTaja OHa.

OHM cuieu Tak el JI0ro, TIeUYoM K IUiedy, CIymias, Kak
UX JIbIXaHHE CHHXPOHU3UPYETCsI C MUPHBIM TOCATIBIBAHUEM KU~
BOTHBIX. JIyHa Me/ieHHO mUibLIa 1o HeOy, U e€ CBeT OOobIIe He
KazaJicsi XonogHbM. OH OBUT IIPOCTO CBETOM, OCBEHIAIONIMM UX
0011110, TUXYIO TOOE/Ty — He TOJIbKO HaJl raprojieM, HO 1 HaJl O/Iu-
HOYECTBOM, KOTOPOE KaXK/Iblil U3 HUX MPUHEC CIOfIA.

— 3Haenlb, — CKa3zaja HakoHell AcTpa, IV Ha CBOI U30-
JPaHHYIO KMpacy, — 3aBTpa, NOCJIe TOrO KaK MBI 3a/I€J1a€M JIbIpY
B KJIAJJOBOW ¥ TIOYMHUM JBEPH... MHE HYKHO Oy/leT OYUHUTD
3710. W... HAyYUTHCS TOTOBUTH TOT CaMbI OPEXOBBIN MUPOT. Ma-
MUH penent. Ecin, KOHEYHO, Mbl HAJIEM OPEXU U MYKY.

Onukc noBepHysics K Hell. B ero ¢puonetoBeix masax, otpa-
JKABILMX JIyHHBIN CBET, BCIBIXHYJI )KUBOW, TOPAYUN UHTEPEC.

— OpexoBblii MUPOr? — OH MPOU3HEC ITO TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIO
camoe BouieOHOe 3akiuHaHue. — f Haiigy opexu. U myky. 4
yKpany... s1 JOCTaHy LeJIbI MEIIOK !

Actpa paccMmestiach — TUXO, CYaCTIMBO, BIIEPBbIE 32 MHOTHE
MECSILIBL.



— He memok. [1y1s1 Havyama XBaTuT v ropcT. YToOsl MOmpooo-
BaTb.

— Xoporto, — cornacuiicsi OHUKC, M €ro yJbIOKa cTasia Impe.
— J'opcTh. A TOTOM... MOXET, €MIE OIHY KOMHATY PacuhcTUM?
... qis kyxau? Hacrosmen.

— IIna KyxHU, — noATBepaunia Acrpa, Kupasd. — A ele s
Mactepckor. UToObl YMHUTH ajedapabl U KT ofesia. M mis
o6ubmmorexkn. Y 1yt cajga mon ceBepHOM CTEHOH.

OHuU nepeuucisuid IJIaHbl MENOTOM, Kak AETU, CTPOSIINe
BO3/IYIIIHBIE 3aMKH, HO MX 3aMOK ObUI yke He BO3AyIIHbIM. OH
OBbLIT KAMEHHBIM, C BBIIPAHHOM JIBEPHIO, TIOI[ApariaHHbIM Harpy/i-
HUKOM, C 3aIlaXOM KpOBH U ceHa. 1 oH ObuI uX.

U xorpa AcTtpa HaKOHeI 3aK pblja I71a3a, YTOObI 3aCHYTh, Y Heé
B I0JIOBE 3BYYAJIM YK€ HE MPUKA3bl KOPOJIs, & TUXUU [IEPEYECHb:
opexu, MyKa, sunia, Men... M témioe, TBEpAOE MIeYo ApaKoHa
OJI €€ IIEKOM.

I's1aBa 5.
Crenyroliiee yTpo HauaaoCh He CO B3Maxa KPbLJIbEeB 1 HE C TH-

HIMHBI, @ C TUXOr'O, HO HACTOMYMBOIO NMPUKOCHOBEHUS K IIIEKE.
AcTpa MoprHyJa, oTkpbiBasi mia3a. [lepen Hel, CKIOHUBIIMCH,



crosu1 OHUKC B yenoBeueckoM oOmuke. Ero ¢pumoneToBble r1aza
OBbLTM IIMPOKO PACKPHITHL, 2 B PyKe OH JAepKaJl aKKypaTHYIo, Tie-
PEBSI3aHHYI0 TPABMHKOM TMAYKy M3 OOJIBIIIOrO JIUCTA.

— 4 Hamén, — npomenTan OH, Kak 3aroBOPIIUK, U €ro rojIoc
Jpokalt oT Bo30OyxaeHus. — Ha omyrike, 3a ctapbiM J1yOOM-Be-
smukaHoM. Jlecuoie opexu. Campble criesnbie. 1 emmié. .. — OH BbITa-
I U3-32 CITUHBI HEOOJIBIIION, HO TYTO HAOMTHIN XOJIIIIOBbIA Me-
IIOYEK, — Y MepBOro ke CTPaHHMKA Ha Jopore. OH ucyraics,
KOr/ia s Bellies U3 Tymana. [an Myku, qaxke He cripaiivBasi, YTo
s gaM B3aMeH. — OHUKC XUTPO NpUIypwics. — I octaBui emy
OJIHO U3 TeX MeJIHbIX MepbeB raprosiss. CTpaHHUK OYeHb 00pajIo-
BAJICS1, CKa3aJl, YTO 3TO PEAKUI aIXUMUYECKUI MHTPEIUEHT.

AcTpa MeJUIeHHO ceJla, CHUMast OcTaTku cHa. OHa B3si1a JIMCT
¢ opexamu. OHU ObLIM KPYIJIBIMM, TJIQJKUMHU, TIAXJId OCEHHUM
JIECOM M OOEIaHUEM.

— ThI... TBI XOTh cnan? — CIIpoCWJia OHA, N4 Ha TCHU IO
€Io rjiasamu.

— Hemuoro. 4 cropoxun. Ha cinyyai, eciv ToT. .. BepHETCA. 1
uckail. — OH ceJl Ha KOPTOUKHM Tepejl Heil, Kak OoJibliasi, HeTep-

neuBast nruna. — Mol MmoxkeM Hadath? [Tupor? Ceiduac?

Ero sHTYy3Ma3M OBUT 3apa3uTebHBIM. YCTAJIOCTh OT BUepaIll-



Hell OMTBBHI M HOYHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB OTCTYMWJIA, YCTYIHB MECTO
TEIJIOMY, CBETJIOMY UyBCTBY.

— CHauasa 3aBTpak JJisl BCceX, — CKazaia AcTpa, NOJAHUMASICh.
— A TOTOM... HaM TMOHAIOOUTCs OOJbIIE, YeM OpeXy U MyKa.
Hyxwubl ssina. Mén i sironel 11 cnagocti. Conb. U... nieus,
KOTOpasi paboTaer.

[leyb. DTO CTANO NEPBBIM CEPHE3HBIM MPENATCTBUEM. BoJb-
11as1 1ieyb B OBIBIIIEN 3aMKOBOM KyXHe OblIa IOX0Ka Ha KaMEHHO-
r'0 MOHCTpa: TPeCHyTas1, 3a0MTast CTOJETUSIMUA CAXKU U ITUIbUMHU
ruéznamu. OHHMKC, OCMOTPEB €€, U3/JaJl pa304apOBAHHOE LIMIIE-
HUE.

== | MOT'Y HHOIIBITATbCA BbIZKEYb BCE WU3HYTPH, — IPCAJIOKHNIT OH,
HO ACTpa TYT KC €ro OCTaHOBUJIA.

— Tob1 oOBaMIIb BCIo KIaaKy. Her, 310 padoTa s cCkpeOKoB,
BOJIbI ¥ BpemeHH. Ho... — OHa omisienach, — a BOT 9TO YTO?

B yriy KyxHu cTOsUT HEOOJBIION TIMHSAHBIN Ovar-xapoBHs,
trmna Taaeipa. OH ToXe ObUT B TJIAYEBHOM COCTOSIHUH, HO Tie-
Jb1iA. Ero MOXXHO OBUIO TIOYHUCTUT.

Pacnipenenenne 00s13aHHOCTEN BO3HUKIIO caMO COOOM. AcCT-
Pa, BOOPYXUBIIIUCH HAli/IECHHBIMUA CKpEOKaMU U TTIECKOM, B351J1aCh



OTYMILATH KapOBHIO. OHUKC, TEM BPEMEHEM, 3aAHSICH «3aAKYIl-
Kami». OH CHOBa McYe3, YTOObI BEPHYThCS Yepe3 vac C TOTHOM
IPUTOPIIHEN AUKOro MEA B BOCKOBBIX COTaX, — M HECKOJIbKUMU
yKycaMH Ha pyKax, KOTOpbIe OH T'OpJI0 IeMOHCTPUPOBAJI Kak 0o-
€BbI€ IIPaMbl, — M, YTO CaMO€ BaKHOE, C KAMEHHOU CTYIKOW U
IIECTUKOM, KOTOPBIE OH, IO €r0 CJIOBAM, «OIOJKAJI Ha BPEMS» Y
JAJIBHETO XyTOPa, OCTaBUB B3aMEH KPAaCUBBI PEUHOU KaMEHb C
npoxuikamu cepeopa. [Toka oHU TpyJUIKCh, )KUBOTHBIE, CJIOB-
HO YyBCTBY# Mpa3HUYHOE HACTPOEHHE, B ceOsl HeoObIyaii-
HO CTOKO#HO. OBIIBI JKaJHCh Y ABEpPEN KyXHH, HAOM0Aas1, Kypbl
J€TIOBUTO OPOJIVIIN TI0/1 HOTAMU, BHIMCKUBAS TTPOCHITIAHHBIE KPY-
IULIBI MYKH.

— $1 Hukorga He rotoBu, — npusHaiICsa OHUKC, C BUJOM y4é-
HOT'O M3y4asi peLienT, KOTOpbI ACTpa HaYepTHIIa yIJIEM Ha IUIOC-
KOM KaMHe.

— 3HauUT, HAYIHIIbCS, — YABIOHYIAaCh ACTpa, IpocenBast My-
Ky 4epe3 CUTO, CIIeJIaHHOe U3 OOpBIBKa cTapoil Kosbuyru. — Kak
HayuwicA BeluBarh. [depxu. Pactonku opexu. Meiko, HO He B
IbUIb.

OnuKc ¢ 671aroroBeHreM B3sJ1 CTYIy U IPUHSUICA 34 padoTy.
PUTMUYHBIA CTYK NIECTHKA 3aMOJTHUI KYXHIO, CMEIIUBASICh C T10-
TPECKMBAaHUEM IE€PBOro, MPOOHOTO OrHSI B OUYMIIEHHOW JKapOB-
He. AcTpa Mex[y TeM 3aMellrBajia Tecto. Myka, siifia, menor-



Ka coJu, Bozia. E€ pykH, NpUBBIKILIKE K MEUY U LIUTY, IBUTAJIUCH
HENPUBBIYHO, HO YBEPEHHO. MblllleuHast namMsTh IETCTBA, [IOMO-
I MaTepy Ha KyXHE, MEAJIEHHO BO3BPAILlajach.

— Mawma Bcerjga roBopuia, 4to B TECTO HYKHO BJIOKHUTb J0OO-
poe HamepeHue, — 3aAyMYMBO IPOTOBOPUJIA OHA, BBIMEIIMBASA
ynpyrui KoM. — Torga OHO NOTYYHUTCS CUACTIUBBIM.

— UYro Takoe «Jg00poe HamepeHue»? — CepbE3HO CIIPOCHII
OHnukc, nepecraBas TOJI0Yb.

— DT0... KOrja Thl I€JNaelllb YTO-TO HE MMOTOMY, UTO JOJIKEH,
a MOTOMY, UTO XO4elIb nopagoBarb. Cebst wim Apyroro.

OHukc 3aaymMalicd, Iiidad Ha paCTOJ'I"IéHHI)Ie Opexu.

— 51 xouy mopanoBarth Tebsl, — CKazana oH mpocto. — U cebsl.
[ToTomy 4TO 51 HMKOTIA HE TPOOOBAT «CYACTIMBOTO» MUPOTa. —
OH cHOBa MPHHSIICSA 3a CTYIy, HO TeNepb ero JABWKEHUS ObUIN
He [TPOCTO MEXaHUYECKMMU. B HUX ObliIa cocpeoTOueHHAsT HEXK-
HOCTb.

3amnax ropsiux JpoB, MyKH ¥ PacTOITYEHHBIX OPEXOB HATIOJI-
HWJI KyXHIO. DTO ObUIT He 3amax 00oratori KOpOJEBCKOM Tparie3bl.
Dro OBl 3amax goma. [Ipocroro, HalakMBaOIIErocs ObITa.



Korpa Tecto Ob110 packaTtaHo Ha IIBUTLHOM, HO BRICKOOJIEHHOM
CTOJIe, a HAUMHKA U3 OPEXOB M MENA TOTOBA, HACTYITWII CAMBIN
OTBETCTBEHHBIII MOMEHT. AcTpa chopMoBasa OOMIBIIION, HEMHO-
'O HEYKJIIOJKUI TTUPOT U, C IIOMOIIIBIO IITMPOKOM JIOTIATHI U3 IITUTA,
OTITPaBHJIa €T0 B PACKAIEHHYIO KaPOBHIO.

JlanbIre ocTaBajoCh TOJNBKO k1aTh. OHUM CHIENU HA IOy Y
OTHS, IIJIEYOM K TUIevy, HaOmoaas, Kak yepe3 MIMHSHbIE CTEHKU
npoouBaercs xap. OHUKC BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU OEeCIOKOMHO I10-
DJISI/IBIBAJT HA JKAPOBHIO, KaK OyATO OOSUIICA, YTO MHPOT COSKUT
VI B3OPBETCS.

— B moéwm I'porte, — BOApyr cHOBa 3aroBOpuJI OH, IIsiJis HA TU1a-
Msi, — ObUT TIpa3gHUK. Pa3 B cro ner. Korma apakoHsl cobupa-
JIMCh Y U3BEPraJii IjIaMsi B He0O, 9TOObI OHO TOPEJIO CEMb THEN
U ceMb Houel. D10 HasbiBasloch «Tanen Ilerma». 1o ObUIO. ..
rpaHno3HO. OrnylmuTenbHO. Sl TOMHIO, Kak MEHs, COBCEM Jie-
TEHBIIA, BRIHECIA CMOTPETh. $1 cmyrasics iyma u kapa, 3a0uB-
IIMCh MEX]y pOroB oTua. A Bce BOKPYI PeBEIM OT BOCTOpra. —
OH 3amoruan. — A BOT 3arax *apeHoro Tecta ¢ MEIOM U opexa-
MHU. .. OH MHE HPaBUTCs OOJIBIIIE.

ACTpa MOJIYa IprUKaJIaCh IIJICYOM K €ro 1Ie1y B OTBCT.

Hakower1, o 30J10TUCTO-KOPUYHEBOUM KOPOUKE U OOKECTBEH-
HOMY apoMary CTaJio sicHO — irpor rotoB. C 3aMupaHreM cepria



Actpa u3Bneka ero. OH ObUT HEKa3UCTHIM, YYTh PUTOPEBIINM
C OHOTO OOKa, HO TEIUIBIM, PyMSIHBIM ¥ TIAXHYIIIUM TaK, YTO Y
OHUKCaA MOTEKJIU CJIIOHKU.

OHnu He cTanM XaaTh, IOKa OH OCTHIHET. OTIOMWIN 10 KYCKY
IIPSAMO pyKaMH, Ha JIepeBsHHble TUINTKU. [lepBbi Kycok Actpa
npotsaHyna OHUKCY.

OH ocTopoXkHO B3sJ1, oy, otkycuit. U 3amep. Ero ¢puone-
TOBBIE [JIa3a CTAJId OT’POMHBIMHU.

—370... — OH He MoT 1oo0OpaTh cJI0B. OH MPOCTO KeBaJl, Me/I-
JIEHHO, ¢ OJIaroroBeHreM, a MOTOM MOTSHYJICS 32 CJEeTYIONM
KYCKOM. — DTO JIy4llle, YeM 1ieJIasl TYIIa KapeHOro oJieHs. ITO
JIydlilie, YeM CUsIHUE 30J10Ta. JTO... BKYCHO.

Actpa nonpobdoBasia cBoi Kycok. OH ObUT IAIEK OT ujeana
MaTeprHCKOro rmupora. Myka rpy0asi, MEIl ¢ TOPYMHKOM, OPEXH
He Be3/ie paBHOMEPHO pactonmyeHbl. Ho 3To Obu1 camblil BKYCHBIN
nupor B e€ ku3Hu. [Toromy uto oH Obu1 ux. CaenaHHblld BMeCTe,
B UX JIOME, U3 TIPOAYKTOB, TIOOBITHIX UX TPYIAOM.

Onu enu, cuasg Ha KyXOHHOM IMOJTy, TIauKash PyKd B MENE U
KpOIIIKax, U cMesuiich. OHUKC CMesIICS CBOMM THUXHM, IIUTIS-
MM CMeXOM, a AcTpa — 3BOHKO M CBOOOJTHO.



— 3HaunTt, — ckazajn OHUKC, 00IM3bIBAs MaJbIIbI C Pa3BOCH-
HbIM KOHYMKOM SI3bIKa C KOIIIa4bel THIATEJIbHOCThIO, — MBI T1O-
crpowM KyxHwo. Crienanu nupor. YTo fasbiie B TBOEM CIIUCKE,
pbiliapb?

AcTpa, BHITHpast pyKH O CTapyIo TPSTKY, TOCMOTpEJia Ha HeTo.
Cepble 11a3a CBETWIHCh HE IJIaHAMHU 3aBOEBaHMM, a TUIAHAMHU
00yCTpOWCTBA.

— Hasnpie — macrepekast. Hy’KHO NOYMHUATL MOM JIaThl M TBOU
miaml. [Totom — Ta camast KoMHaTa ¢ KaMMHOM. YTOOBI OBLIO IJ1e
CHUJIETh B€YepaMH U YUTATh HallJleHHble KHUTH. A elié... — OHa
BCTaJIa U MOJIONIA K IBEPHOMY MPOEMY, ISl BO BHYTPEHHUI
JIBOPUK, — HYKHO 3a/1e/1aTh Ty AbIPY B CTEHE, KOTOPYIO OCTaBUII
BUEPAIIIHUU «TOCTh». VI MOCAAUTD MO/ CEBEPHOU CTEHOU T€ MO-
posocToiikue Arofasl. YToObl K ClieAyolei oceHn y Hac Obuia
CBOSI KpacKa JIj1s1 ToOeJIeHa.

Onukc Berai psanoM ¢ Her. OH IOCMOTPEJ Ha pa3rpoM B KJla-
JIOBOM, Ha L1apalyHbl Ha €€ JlaTax, Ha CBOIO 3aTSHYBILYIOCS yKe
LapalyHy Ha IIEKe, Ha KPOIIKHY Iupora Ha noiy. M Ha e€ uio,
03apEHHOE YTPEHHUM COJIHLIEM U YyBCTBOM LIEJIH.

— 9TO JONTUi COUCOK, — 3aMETWJI OH.

— Y Hac MHOTO BpeMeHH, — OTBeTUJIa ACTpa, U B €€ rojioce He



OBLJIO HA TEHW COMHEHHS.

OHUKC MOCMOTpEIT Ha HEE, MOTOM Ha CBOM 3aMOK — X 3aMOK
— C ero BhIIIEepOIeHHBIMI CTEHAMM, TIPU3PaKaMH, 3arHAHHBIMU
OBIIAMU U TeTIePhb eIIE U C 3aIIaXOM CBEXEH BBITICUKHU.

— Jla, — cornacuscst OH, M €ro pyka CHOBa Hallula e€, Ha 3TOT
pa3 mpocTo 4ToOBI AepkaTh. — Bc€ Bpems mupa. U Mbl crienaem
BcE. Bmecre.

I'naBa 6.

JlHU cMBanmCh B Yepey MUPHBIX, HATIOJTHEHHBIX CMBICIIOM
nen. Iocne uctopuu ¢ raprojieM ¥ epBoro NUpora 4ro-To OKOH-
YaTeJbHO IIEJIKHYJIO, BCTAB HA CBOM MeCTa. 3aMOK IepecTal
ObITh TPOCTO YKpbITUEM. OH cTan nmpoekToM. VX cOBMeCTHbIM
MIPOEKTOM.

Macrepckyo OHM YCTPOWIIM B OBbIBIIIEH OpPYXKEHHOW KOMHATe.
OHUKC, C IpaKOHbEH aKKypaTHOCTHIO, pacCTaBUIJI Ha Ipy0o CKO-
JIOUEHHbIE MMOJIKM HAXOIKH: OAHKH C CAMOJIENIbHOU KPACKOM, MMyY-
KM 11eJIeOHBIX TPaB, KOTOPBIe ACTpa ONO3HAIA M0 KHHTE, KITy0O0u-
KM TpyOO¥ IMIEpCTH, HAYECAHHOW C UX XKe OBell, — uaest ACTpBI,
npuseiias OHUKCA B TIOJTHBIA BOCTOPT. 3/1€Ch e CTOSIT HeOOb-
111asi HAKOBaJIbHSI — CTapasi, HO IieJibHasA, npuTtaieHHas OHMK-
COM M3 JIaJIbHUX PYMH. PsI0M Jiexkanu UHCTPYMEHTBI, KOTOpPbIe



OHM TOCTETNIEHHO MPUBOAWIIN B MOPSIOK: MOJIOTKH, IIUTILIBI, [a-
e HeOOJbIToe 3yOuIo.

HmenHo 31ech AcTpa BHEpBble B3sJIaCh 32 MOUYMHKY CBOMX
nat. OHa CHsUIa HarpyJHUK, U30UTHIN KOTTSIMU Iaproisi, ¥ MoJjo-
JKWJIa ero Ha HaKOBaTbHIO. OHMKC, HAOMIOAABIIIHIA 32 TIPOIIECCOM,
cus Ha O0YKe, HAXMYPHJICS.

— Tl XOu€Ib BEIPOBHATSH €10 yaapamu? 1o 1oaro. 1 nrymHo.
— A ectb pyroi criocod6? — Actpa yxe B3siila B pyKH MOJIOTOK.

Bmecro orBera OHUKC B35 HarpygHUK. OH NOBEPTEI €T0 B
pyKax, u3ydasi BMSITUHBI, 3aT€M MOJIOKWI Ha 3eMy1i0. OH He cTall
npeBpaiatbcsi. OH mpocTo... cocpeporoumwics. Ero ¢puonero-
BbIE I71a3a Kak OyATO 3aXIIMCh M3HYTpU. OH MOJIOKWII JIAIOHb Ha
BOTHYTYIO cTasib. OT €ro najblieB NOUIEN €Ba 3aMETHBIN Kap, U
MeTaJUT noj HuMu 3ammnent. He pacruiaBuics, a ctan MSITKuM,
MOJAT/IMBBIM, KaK pa3orpeThiil BOCK. JIErkum JABMKEHUEM NaJib-
1ieB OHUKC BBIMPABUI cCaMylo [TyOOKYI0 BMSTHHY, 3aTEM CJIETy-
omywo. [Iponecc 3ans1 MuHyTHL, a He yachl. Koria oH 3akoHYMII,
HArpy/THUK CHOBA OBUI IJIAJIKUM, JIUIITh TEMHbBIE, Uy Th BOJTHUCTHIC
MSTHA HA METaJUIE YKa3blBAJIM HA MECTa PEMOHTA.

Actpa cMoTpena, pa3uHyB poOT.



— ThI... TBI MOT Tak Bcerga? — HaKOHEI BBIAOXHYJIA OHA.

OnuKc moxar IJjie4aMu, OTpAXUBaAA TAJIbIbI, 6yIITO CTpAXU-
Bad HCBUIWMBbIC KPOLIKH.

— DTO HE OrOHb. ITO... TEIJIOE AbIXaHUE 3eMIIU. S Mory pas-
MSr4aTh KaMeHb, YTOOBI TIOJIEYUTH €ro, Uiu MeTayul. Ho ToibKo
ecii ero HeMHoro. U eciim oH He 3adyapoBaH. — OH ocMoTpes
Ha HEE, M B €ro J1a3ax MEJIbKHYJIA 030pHasA UCKOPKA. — DTO MO-
JIE3HEE, YEM MPOCTO KEUb.

C Tex nmop peMoHT mouien OpicTpee. ACTpa YMHUIA KOKAHbIE
pPeMHHM U MOAKJIAIKY, a OHUKC «JIeYUT» METAIUIMIECKUE YaCTH.
Ero mami, mpoTKHYTHIN KOTTEM raproJisi, Toxe OblT OTPEMOHTH-
poBaH — AcTpa Hallula B CyHAYKax OTHOCUTEJIBHO LIEJIbI KyCOK
KOKM Y JIOBKMMU CTE€XKaMH BUIWJIA B IUIAIll 3aIUIATKy U3 CBOEU
HaXOJIKU.

Pabora B cagy moj ceBepHOU CTEHOM CTajla UX €KeJHEBHBIM
puTyasgoM. 3eMsl TaM Oblla KaMeHUCTON 1 OeqHoi. OHMKC, T0-
COBEIIABIIUCH C ACTPOM, perui mpodiemMy KapauHaibHO. OHa-
KJIBl HOUBIO, KOT/Ia IEPEBHS CIIAJia, OH B PAKOHBEM OOJTUKE Clie-
TaJl K JIaJIbHEMY TUIOJOPOJAHOMY JIYTY H... 3aU€PITHYJI HECKOIIb-
KO OTPOMHBIX KOMbEB JEPHA BMECTE C BEPXHUM CJIOEM TOYBHI.
AKKypaTHO, 4TOOBI He pa30yauTh ACTPY IT'POXOTOM, OH YJIOXKHUI
UX Y CTEHBI, CO3/1aB MPUMOIHSTYIO IPSIKY. YTpoM ACTpa, BBIAAS



BO JIBOP, TOJIBKO axHyJ1a, YBUIEB aKKYPATHBIN MPSIMOYTOJIBHUK
YEPHOU, BJIAXHOMN 3EMJIM.

—IT0 YecTHO? — CIIPOCKJIa OHA, CKPECTUB PYKH HA TPYAM.

— Bnionue, — otBeTrs1 OHHUKC ¢ HEBO3MYTUMMBIM BUJIOM. — S HE
B35U1 BCIO 3eMJ0. Tosnbko HemHoro. M octaBui B3aMéeH. .. — OH
HEMHOI'0 3aMsUICs, — KpacuBblid y30p Ha TpaBe. OT KpblibeB. U
HECKOJIbKO cepeOpsIHbIX MOHET, KOTOPbIE HAIIIEN B pynHaX. 3eM-
JIA1 Tenepb IJIOOPOHAs, a JIyT — yKpaleHHbd. Bee B mmoce.

Actpa He Mora caepkarb cMexa. [lpakoHbsi JIOTHKa OKa3a-
JIaCh HEOCTIOPUMOM.

Onu BbICaquIM COOpaHHBIE U KYTUIEHHBIE Y TOPrOBIIA CEMEHa
MOPO30CTOMKUX SITOA U KOPEHbEB. ACTpa, CBEPSIsACh C KHUIOW,
oTBevasa 3a CXxeMy Mocajik U noyimB. OHUKC, C €T0 YMEHUEM
YyBCTBOBATh BJIAry B 3eMJIE, CTaJl HE3AMEHUMBIM «KUBBIM TH/1-
pomMeTpom». OH MOT, TPUJIOKUB JIAJIOHb K TIOYBE, TOUHO CKa3aTh,
HY’KHO JIM TIOJIUBATh CETO/IHS UJIM XBATUT POCHI.

Beuepa oM npoBOgWIIM B TOM CaMOX NMEPBOU PACUMILEHHON
KOMHaTe ¢ KaMMHOM. OHHUKC OKOHYATEJIBHO JIOLIMJ 3BE3bI HA
CBOEM rodesieHe ¥ oBecuJ1 ero Ha cTeHy. OHU HalllJIM HECKOJIBKO
CTapbIX, HO KPENKUX Kpeces1, KoTopble OHUKC «IOAJIEYUI» CBO-
UM TEIUIOM, Y CYHIYK, CIIYKUBIIAW TENEPh CTONIOM. 31ECh MpU



CBETE MACJISIHOM JIaMIIbl ACTpa UMTasa BCIIyX HallJeHHbIE KHUTU:
JIETOITMCH, TPAKTATHI, Jaske COOPHUK CTPAHHBIX CKa30K, KOTOPHIE
OHUKC ciyiiai, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE, & MIOTOM 33JaBaJl ThICSTYM BO-
IIPOCOB O MOTUBAX JIIOJIEN.

— ...B JIAJIEKOM BOJIIIEOHOM JIECY KWJI-ObLTT O€JIbId, KaK CHET,
emquHopor. 3a0yIuBIINMXCS MYyTHUKOB JieCa OH BBHIBOIMJI T1O
CBETJION TpoIie U3 OEJIOro KaMHs, MOKa3biBask KUBKAMU T'OJIOBbI
gyzieca jeca. Ho Xomuii 1 C1yXxu, 9To por eIuHopora ObUT 1ie-
HEH: JUTsl QJIXUMUKOB, JIIsI OOJICIOIICH KOPOJICBHI. . .

OCOOEHHO CHJTBHO JIPAaKOHY HPABWJIUCH CKa3KH O BOJIITIEOHBIX
CYyLLECTBAX.

— OXOTHMKH BHIILTK Ha ero cied. Ctpesbl apOaneToB 1eu-
JIUCh B KOTBITA, @ €TUHOPOT, BHICOKO TIepelphiruBasi ¢ KaMHsI Ha
KaMeHb, TIBITAJICS yOekaTh, MOKa He MOMa B 3acaiy y 03epa. ..

Iox rosnoc aeBymiku OHUKC yCHYJI, TOJIOBOW IIPUJIBHYB K €€
xoneHy. HemHoro onemms, AcTpa OCTOPOXXHO OITyCTHJIA NAJIbLIBI
Ha €ro BOJIOCHI.

OHM OKa3aJMCh HEOOBIYAHO MSTKUMU, CJIeTKa BBIOIIMMU-
csl y KOHYMKOB. YepHuIibHasK 4€iKa, BHIOUBABINASCS W3 OOIIEro
1[BeTa, 3a0aBHO TOpYasia, Kak Obl € He NmpHuriaxuBaii. KoHunk
naJbla CKOMB3HYI Ha JI00, 3aTeM CJIerKa HaJlaBUJI Ha MPOCTPaH-



CTBO Mex 1y OpoBeil. OHUKC Yepe3 COH HaXMY PUJICS, HETIOHSITHO
MIPOBOPUAB, TIOCJIE Yero CHOBA pacciadmics. Actpa (bIpkHYIa.
Kak B0OOIIIE MOKHO 00AThCS Takoro jipakoHa? U Bcé ke 0os-
such. OHa BCIIOMHUIIA CBOY Iy Th JI0 3aMKa, Kak KHUTeIH OeTHOM
JIEPEBHHU HIENTAIUCH O «JIOPIE-TYyIHUIIE», JUIIAIOIIETO UX €/Ipl.
M3-3a CKa30K O 3JI0M JpaKOHE TeJIerd ¢ KYIIIaMH Clofia He 3aX0-
JAJIH, 3arachbl HEKOTOPBIX MPOAYKTOB HE MOTMOJTHSITHUCH.

«Ecmm nonpocuts OHUKCA OTKPBITH 3aMOK . .. Pazpermmr s ?»

JIpakoHBI y’KaCHO TepPUTOPUAITBHBI, HACTOSIIEE YyJIO0, UTO €€
BOOOIIE HE BBIKMHY/IM Mpovb. HO eciim He 3aMOK, TO XOTSI Obl
XOJUI, TJIe MOXKHO YCTPOUTD BbIIauy MPOLYKTOB, TeM OoJiee, UTo
OHWMKC JIETKO MOT OXOTHThLCS Ha JIECHBIX 3Bepeid. Tak MOXHO Obl-
JIO HEMHOTO YCTIOKOMTB JItofielt 1 1aTh OHUKCY TO, Yero OH XOTe
— OBITh YaCThIO OOIIIECTBA.

MblIcib, Kak sI0BUTasI JI03a, MEJJIEHHO OOBMBasa €€ CO3Ha-
Hue. OHa cujiena B Kpeciie, Najblibl 3aMepJv Ha NernebHbIX BO-
Jlocax CHSILIEro JpakoHa, a CepAle CKUMAaIOCh OT OCO3HAHUS.
Jlionu B epeBHe BHU3Y ronogau. HegocraTtouHo, 4TtoObl yMU-
parh, HO JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 60AThCA. M MX cTpax KOpMIIICS He
TOJIBKO TPOTIAKEN CKOTa, HO U €€ COOCTBEHHBIM JIE3ePTUPCTBOM.
OHM nymManu, 4To OPaKkOH MOOEIWI U Chesl phlllaps-3alluTHU-
ny. Mnm, 4ro eme xyxe, 4To OHa Mepeluia Ha €ro CTOPOHY, CTaB
BEJbMOM MJIM HAJIOKHULEN 1yJOBHILIA.



«$1 coexana, uroObl ciactu ceOs1. M BTsIHy A ero B CBOM IPO-
0J1eMbI».

Omna akkypaTHO oTBesa pyKy. OHHMKC (DBIPKHY BO CHE, HO He
IIPOCHYJICA. AcTpa BCTajla M NMOAOIUIA K y3KOMY OKHY. BHu3y,
B JIOJIMHE, CPE/TU PEJIKUX OrOHBKOB JiepeBHU HuxHel, He ObLIo
HU OJJHOT'O, HAIIPaBJIEHHOT'O B CTOPOHY 3aMKa. TOJIbKO TEMHBIN,
HEMOM CTpax.

Wnes oTKpBITh 3aMOK Ka3aslack Oe3ymueM. [IpakoHs! — cyliie-
CTBa, JUIs1 KOTOPBIX MOHSITUSI «TEPPUTOPUSI» U «OE30MACHOCTh»
ObUTM cuHOHMMaMU. [TycTUTh 4yKakoB B JIOTOBO? DTO MPOTHBO-
PEYMIIO KaXk/IOU €TO KJIETOUKE.

Ho npnes nomous, nopenutsbes... OHa cMOTpesa Ha akKypar-
HYIO TPSIAKY IOJ CTEHOW, Ha SrOfibl, KOTOpble NaAyT Yypoxkai
JIIb K creaywomeMy rogy. Ha 3aron ¢ ;kMBOTHBIMH, KOTOPBIX
Tereph ObUIO Jake OoJibllle, YeM HYXHO nBouM. OHUKC C ero
OXOTHUYbMMU HABBIKAMH MOT JIOOBITH AUYM BTpOE OOJIbIIe, YeM
OHM MOIJIM ChECTh. A OHA... OHa MOIJIa OpraHu3oBarhb. Pacripe-
Jgennth. OHa 3Halla, Kak YCTPOEHA JIOTUCTHKA OTpsa, MYCTh U
HeHaBUea e€.

«OH xouer ObITh He onuH. Ho oH OGourca. OHu 6oATcH ero.
HyxeHn moct. O4eHb OCTOPOKHBIA MOCT> .



Omna BepHyJ1aCh K KpECIly U CeJla Ha MOJI PAIOM, ITPACIOHUB-
IIMCh CITMHOM K A€PEBY NOIJIOKOTHHKA. OHUKC MPOCHYJICS OT €€
asukeHus. Ero (pronietoBble 171a3a, 3aTyMaHEHHbBIE CHOM, HAILLIA
€€ B MOJIyThME.

— Tol HE CIIUIIIb, — IMPOUICIITA]I OH, €TI0 I'0JIOC OBLIT XPHUIIBIM
OT CHaA.

— He mory, — yectHo otBeTuna Actpa. — 51 ;ymana o jepeBHe.

OHUMKC HaxXMypWJICSl, COHJIMBOCTh MTHOBEHHO YJIETYUYMWJIACh.
OH BBIIpAMMWIICA B Kpeciie.

— O nepeBne? 3auem? OHMU. .. OHU He JIOOAT HAC.

— OHu 0osTCsA. DTO HE OJJHO U TO Xe. — ACTpa OOHSIa KOJIEHH!.
— OHM 60 TCs, IOTOMY YTO ThI 3a0Mpaerib ux ckot. OHu OosTCS,
MIOTOMY 4UTO I icue3Jia, ¥ OHU JIyMaloT camoe Xyjiee. A eme. ..
OHH, HaBEpPHOE, rojiofaoT. 3uma Om3ko. Koposb co cBoumu Ha-
JIOTaMM, Y HAIIIa. .. TBOS «3aKyOYHas JAesSITeIbHOCTb» HE OCTaB-
JISTIOT UM MHOTO.

— 51 ocrasiistio Bewu! — Bo3pa3ui OHUKC, HO B €0 roJIOce YKe
He ObLJI0 TIpexHel yBepeHHocTr. — Kamuau. Mertann. Maorna mo-
HETHI U3 PYHUH.



— Onu He mMoryT ectb MOHEeThl, OHuke. M HyxkHa ena. M-
co. 3epHo. — OHa mocMoTpeJia Ha HEero mpsiMo. — Y Hac eCTh U3-
JUIIKK. Thl MPUHOCHIIIL OOJBIIE TUYM, YEM MbI MOXKEM ChECTb.
OBLIBI AAIOT IEPCTH, KOTOPYIO MBI HE UCIIOJIb3YEM BCIO. STOJBI. ..
KOTJa OHU BBIPACTYT.

Onukc Momyan, mnepeBapuBas. Ero pasaBoeHHBIN SI3BIK
MEJIbKHYJI, OOJT3HYJI TYOHI.

— ToI xouensb. .. otaats um? [Ipocto Tak?

— He npocto Tak. — Actpa nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK €€ IUIaH Kpu-
CTAJZIM3YETCS B CJIOBaX. — $l XOUy OTKPBITh... HE BECh 3aMOK.
Tonbko BHEIIHME BOpPOTAa U BHYTPeHHUWH ABOp. Pa3 B Heneno.
YcrpouTh 4To-TO BpOJE. .. ppIHOYHOTO 1HA. HOo He pbiHKa. Pa3-
naur. Mbl OyziemM BBICTaBIISATH TO, YTO MOXKEM OTIATh: JIMIITHEE
MSICO, IIEPCTh, MOXKET OBITh, JIEKAPCTBEHHBIE TPABbI, KOTOPHIC 51
y’Ke Hay4uuJ1ach ONO3HaBaTh. A OHU. .. OHU MOTYT OCTaBJIsITh B3a-
MEH TO, YTO UM HE HY’KHO, HO HY’KHO HaM: TKaHH, COJIb, CIIELIUH,
WHCTPYMEHTHI, HOBbIe ceMeHa. be3 Topra. [Tpocto oOMeH.

OHMKC BCKOYMJI C Kpecdiia 1 3a0eras 1o KOMHAaTeE, €ro T¢Hb Iru-
TFAaHTCKUMMU IIPBIKKAMU METAJIACh 10 CTCHAM.

— ITyctuts ux CIOJJA? Ha Mmoo tepputopuio? OHM IPUHECYT



¢ co0oM kene30, 3710CThb, cTpax! OHU YBUIAT )KUBOTHBIX U TIO/TY-
MaloT, YTO 5 TOTOBJIO MX [yis tupa! OHKM yBUASAT TeOs U. ..

— W yBupsr, uto s xuBa. Uto 51 34€ch 110 cBoei Bojie. YUto npa-
KOH He 3JI0U, a TPOCTO... cTpaHHbid. I oguHOKMiA. — AcTpa To-
e BCTasia, mperpajuB eMy myTh. — OHM He BoWAyT B OarrHu. He
YBUJSAT TBOIO MacTE€PCKYIO, Halll 3aT'OH, HAIIM KOMHAThI. TOJIBKO
nBop. bonblon, kameHHbIl, myctoil. [Ton TBOUM MPUCMOTPOM.
N non moum.

— Ilox mpucMoTpoM? — OHMKC OCTAaHOBUWJICS, YCTaBUBIIKCH HA
HEE.

— Tw1 Oynemb Ha r1aBHOM OantHe. B cBoelt HacTosei hopme.
— Acrtpa cnenana mar kK Hemy. — He kak yrposa. Kak... rapan-
THs. Kak HarloMuHaHue, 4To 3TO TBOE MECTO, U Thl pa3pellaellb
UM BOWTHU Ha cBouXx ycjoBusX. Tuxo. CnokoiHo. be3 yrpos. A
s Oyny BHM3Y. B cBomx nocnexax. Ho 6e3 meda Haromo. UtoOst
rOBOpUThH C HUMU. OOBSCHSITS.

Wness Bucena B BO3ayxe — XpynKas, Oe3ymHas, OIacHasl.
OHUKC CKaJl KyJIaKH, €ro OCTpble KJIBIKA OOHAXXUJIUCH B O€33BYY-
HOM pblyaHuu. BopbOa BHYTpY Hero ObLia BHIHA HEBOOPYKEH-
HBIM IJIA30M: IPEBHUI MHCTUHKT JPAKOHA-3aTBOPHUKA ITPOTUB
HOBOTO, TEMJIOTO YyBCTBA MPUHAICKHOCTU K YeMY-TO OOJIbIIIe-
My, YEM CTEHBI 3aMKa.



— OHM MOTYT OPOCUTH B MEHSI KOTIbE, — HAKOHETT BHIJJOXHYJT OH.

— Toraa s nmoiMato ero, — 6e3 KojeOaHui oTBeTUIa AcTpa. —
W mpI 3akpoeM BopoTa HaBcerna. Ho maBaii monpodyem 1aTh um
miadc. JlaBait mompoOyeM. .. moctpoutsh MocT. He mns vux. Jlns
Hac. YUToOsl KUTH 371€Ch, HE Tpsiyach. UToObI TBOI 3aroH He ObLT
TIOPbMOM, a CTaJI YaCThIO YEro-To OOJIBIIETo.

Onwkc 3akpbut r1a3a. OH Apan ryooKo, U BO3AYX B KOM-
HaTe CTaj 4yTh Teriee.

— OnuH pas, — NpolLenTal OH, OTKpbIBasd I1a3a. B Hux ropena
PELIMMOCTb, CMEIIIAHHAA CO CTPAaxoM. — TOJIbKO OMH pa3. Eciu
YTO-TO MOUJIET HE TaK...

— Mp1 otctynum, — 3akoHuMna Acrpa. — M Gomblile HUKOTra
HE BEPHEMCA K STOMY.

OHM TOTOBWJIMCH Hefiemo. DTo Oblia camasl HampshKEHHas
MO/ITOTOBKA B X XWU3HHU, CIIOKHEe, 4eM K 0010 ¢ raproieM. Actpa
Hamycana mpocroe oObsIBIEHUE YINIEM Ha HECKOJBKHUX JOCKAX:
«KWUTEJIAM JEPEBHU HUKHEN. B CYBBOTY, HA PAC-
CBETE, BOPOTA 3AMKA BYIYT OTKPbLITBI. ITPUXO-
JOUTE BE3 OPY XUA. Bbl [TIOJIYUUTE MSACO U IHEPCTDH
B OBMEH HA TO, YTO HE HY’KHO BAM, HO MOXET



[TIPUTOOUTHCH 3IECh. TAPAHTUEN BE3OITACHOCTH
BYIET PbIIIAPb ACTPA 1 XO3A4MNH 9TUX CTEH». Joc-
k1 OHUKC aKKypaTHO, MOJ1 [IOKPOBOM HOYM, BOTKHYJI HA BUAHBIX
MECTax y CIIyCKa C rOpbl.

OHM TIIATENBHO MOATOTOBUIM «TOBapbl». OHMKC 3arOTOBUJI
M pasfenas HeCKOJbKO TYII OJieHel 1 KabaHOB. AcTpa Havecasa
LIEJIBIN TIOK MATKOW OBEYbEN IIEPCTU U CBA3AJIA €€ B AKKYPaTHbIE
MOTKH. OHa coOpaa 1 BBICYIIWIIA ITyYKW MSTbI, YaOpena 1 Thl-
CSTYENMMCTHHKA. BCE 310 ciokuim Ha OoJbIve JepeBsTHHbIC IIIH-
Thl, HAICHHbIE B apCeHaJIe, YTOOBI MOKHO OBLIO JIETKO BHIHECTH
BO JIBOP.

CaMbIM CJIOXHBIM OBbLJIO YOSUTh )KUBOTHBIX HE MAHUKOBATh.
OHUKC MPOBEN ¢ HUMU TOYTU BCE BpeMsl, CHJIsl B 3arOHE U TH-
XO pasroBapuBasi Ha CBOEM IIHUIIAIIEM SI3bIKE, YCIIOKAuWBasi UX.
Actpa, B CBOIO ouepeilb, TPEHUPOBAIACh CTOSITh TaK, YTOOBI €€
no3a He ObUIA MM0301 BOMHA, a ObUIA MO30M. .. XO3AWHA, TIPUHH-
MAIOILIETO TOCTEN. DTO OKA3aJI0Ch CIO0KHEE, YEM JII0OOON OOEBOM
CTOMKOM.

Hous nepen cy660Toii onn He cnianu. Cujeny Ha camoit Oart-
HE, V1151 HA TEMHYIO JIEPEBHIO.

— 4 mepenyman, — BHe3anHO ckazan OHUKC. — DTO Oe3ymue.
3akpoeM BopoTa. 3a0bEM JOCKAMHU.



— CJIMIIKoM MO3JHO, — TUXO OTBeTWJIa ACTpa, s Ha nep-
Bble TIPOOJIECKH 3apH Ha BocToke. — Jlocku yxe crodt. U... s Be-
pIo, 4To 3TO0 cpadoTaeT. {1 Bepio B Te0s1. VI, MokeT ObITb, HEMHOX-
KO — B HUX.

Pacceer 3actan ux Ha cBOMX nocrax. MaccuBHbIe 1yOOBbIE BO-
pOTa, KOTOpbIE HE OTKPBIBAIUCH JECATHIETUSAMH, CO CKPEKETOM
¥ BOEM TIeTeJIb YCTYIUIIM COBMECTHBIM YCHIUSAM AcTpbl 1 OHUK-
ca B YeJI0BEYECKOM OOJMKe. 3aTeM OH B3MBUI Ha OAIITHIO W TIPH-
HSLJI CBOIO UCTMHHYIO (DOPMY, PaCTBOPHUBIIINCH B CEPBIX KaMHSX
Ha (poHe mpeIpaccBeTHOro Heba.

Actpa crosiia mocpeau ABOpa, PSAJOM C IUTAMU-TTPUIABKa-
MHu. OHa OblJIa B IOJTHBIX, CUSIIOIIUX HAYUIIICHHOM CTAJIBIO JOCIIe-
xax. Meu Buces Ha mosice, HO ObUT B HO)XKHaX. PyKu ckpelrieHsl
Ha rpyau. Ceplie KOJOTHIIOCh TaK, YTO, Ka3aJloCh, 9XO Pa3HOCH-
JIOCh 110 BCEMY JIBOPY.

Onu xpanu. CosHile NOAHSIIOCH Bhlllie. B AepeBHe Hayaoch
JBWKEHHe. ACTpa BUjieNa BJayieke, Kak JIIU COOUPAKTCs Y TOJI-
HOXMSI TPOIIBI, YKA3bIBAIOT HA OTKPBIThIE BOPOTA, ciopst. HUKTO
He nogHumavics. [Ipomeén yac. Actpa yxe Hayaja TymaTh, YTO
BCE MPOBAUJIOCH, UTO CTpaxX OKa3ajcs CUJIbHEE rojiofia v Jiro0o-
ITBITCTBA.



W torna ona yuzaena nepsyio purypy. CTapuk, Onuparoiuii-
Csl Ha MajKy. 3a HUM, POOKO XMYCh, IIIJIa KEHIIUHA ¢ PeOCH-
KOM 3a pyky. [Totom eig goe My:x4uH, O€3 OpyKusl, C MyCTHIMU
pyKam# ¥ MycThiMU B3mIsiiaMu. OHM OIHUMAUCh MEJICHHO,
03UPasiCh, KaK OYITO OXKUAasl JOBYIIIKY HA KaXIOM IIIary.

[epBas rpynna ocraHOBWJIaCh Y camMOro BXoja, 0osich repe-
cTynuTh nopor. VX riasa BbiTapainyiuch npu Buae Actpol. JKen-
IIMHA aXHYJIa.

— BHI... BHI JKHUBBI, JIEOAU pI)I]_Iapb? — [pouIenTala CTapuk.

— JKuBa, — TpOMKO M YETKO OTBeTHIa ACTpa, YTOOBI CJIBITIIATN
BCe Ha CKJIOHE. — U1 He B muieny. A roctea. U ceronus mel, g u
XO35IMH 9TUX CT€H, XOTUM MOAEIUThCS C BAMU TEM, 4TO y HacC
€CThb B U30BITKE.

OHa orcTrynuia, moKa3biBasi PyKOM Ha IIUTHI C MSICOM U LIEp-
cTbio. Jltonu He ABuranuch. VX B3MIsApl METATUCh MEKAY HEW,
€101 U BepXYIIKOM OAITHM, T, OHU 3HAJIM, CKPbIBAETCSI HEUTO.

W torna Onukc nomesenuics. OH He B3JeTeN, He 3apblyall.
OH IpOCTO MEIJIEHHO BBITSIHYJI CBOIO JTUHHYIO, TIENETbHYIO IIeI0
u3-3a 3yO110B OalHu ¥ nmocMoTpes BHU3. Ero orpomusle uose-
TOBBIE I71a3a ObUIM MPUIIYPEHbI, HO B HUX HE ObLJIO YIpo3bl. BbI-
JI0. .. TEPIIEJIMBOE, U3yUalolliee JIIOOOBITCTRO.



B Tonme mocnibimancs MCIyraHHbIA MIENOT, peOEHOK 3aruia-
kaJ. Ho xxeHmyHa, Ta camasi, 4To NEpBOM BOIILIA, CAEJIaNa 1ar
Briepen. He k ene. K Acrpe.

— OH... OH He ChecT Hac? — CPOCUIIA OHA, MISASA NPAMO Ha
JPaKoOHa.

— OH He ecT JiIoei, — yBepeHHO ckaszasia Actpa. — OH He ecT U
Ba cKOT. OH 1a€T uM KpoB U efy. Kak u MHe. OH OIMHOK, U eMy
HpaBUTCs 3200TUTHCS. CeroiHsi OH X04eT MoAeIUThCA. Bo3bMu-
Te Msco. Bozpmure mepcts. U ecinm y Bac €cTh 4TO-TO, YTO BaM
HE HYXKHO — CTapble TKaHH, COJIb, HEHYKHbIE MHCTPYMEHTBI, Ce-
MEHa — OCTaBbTE 3/IeChb. ITO OYyNIET YECTHO.

Honras naysa. ITotom crapuk HeyBEpeHHO MOJOIIEN K IIUATY
¢ msicoM. OH moTporaj ero, kak OyATo mpoBepsisi, He MUPAX JIA
9710. [IoTOM CHS1I C TI71€4Ya CBOIO NOTPEMAHHYIO CYMKY U BBUIOXKI
U3 He€ HeCKOJIBKO KPYITHBIX I'BO37IEH, MOTOK OSYEBKHM M TOPCTh
CYIIEHBIX O00OB.

— Inis... nuist cajia, — mpoOOPMOTAT OH.
10 craso curHaioM. Jlioau, cHadaia poOKo, MOTOM BCE yBe-

peHHee, ctayu noaxonutb. OHU Opanu MSCO, MOTKH IIEPCTH,
My4KW TPaB, KJIadsd B3aMEH KTO YTO MOI: KYCOK JIOMOTKaHOI'O



MOJIOTHA, MEIIOYEK COJIM, CTApblil, HO OCTPbII HOX, FOPCTh JIy-
koBuIl. OHM MOYTU HE PA3rOBapUBaJIM, TOJBKO KUBAIU ACTpe U
YKpaJKor Opocaiv B3MISA/IbI HA JPaKOHA Ha OallHe.

Onukc He gsuraicsa. OH ObUT KaK KAMEHHOE U3BasTHUE, TOJIBKO
€ro I71a3a MeIJICHHO CJIeIWIN 32 TPOUCXOAINUM. ACTpa BUJIENA,
KaK HaIpsiKeHbI erO MBI, TOTOBAsl B JIIOOOH MHI B3MBITh B
BO3/IyX WJIM 3aCJIOHUTH €€ coOoil. Ho oH BhIIEpXkall.

Korna nocneanuii yeaoBeKk — MajIbuMIIKa JIET JECSITH, OCTa-
BUBIIIMI B 0OMEH Ha KYCOK BSIJIEHOTO Msica ITPEKPAaCHO BhIPE3aH-
HYIO U3 JIepeBa CBUCTYJIbKY B (popMe NTUIIbI — CKPBLICS 32 BO-
poramu, AcTpa NOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HOI'M NoAgKammBarorcs. OHa
MIPUCIIOHWIIACH K IINTY, Jiesast TTyOOKUI BJOX.

Ceepxy noHeccs JErKuM mopox, 1 OHUKC B YEIOBEYECKOM
oOJuKe crycTuiics 1o JiectHuile. OH MOJOMIEN K TPpy/Ie «ILIaThl»
— CKPOMHOM, HO HEBEPOATHO LIEHHOU. OH B3I B pyKH JEPEBSH-
HYIO CBUCTYJIbKY, ITIOBEPTEI €€.

— OHH... He OpocHJIM B MEHsI KaMHeH, — CKa3aJl OH, U B €ro
rojioce ObUIO HETTO/JINIbHOE U3yMJICHUE.

—Her, — yneiOHynack Actpa. — OHM Jaxe cKa3aiu «Crnacuoo».
ITIénmoTrom, HO cKa3aIM.



OHUMKC MIOCMOTpEST Ha OIYCTEBILXE IIUATHI, HA ITOJHOLIECHNUS,
Ha OTKPBITHIE BOPOTA, 32 KOTOPBIMHU TeTieph ObliIa He BpakaeOHast
MYCTOTA, ... TPOIMMHKA K YEMY-TO HOBOMY.

— 3HAYMT. .. — OH CHIeJIaJl May3y, — 3HAYUT, MOCT... OH JIEPKUT
TAXKECTDH?

— Iloka na, — AcTtpa nogoluia K HeMy U B3sijia €ro pyky. Jla-
JOHDb ObLJTa TEIUION W 9y Th JIpoxkania. — OuH mar 3a pa3, OHUKC.
Kak Mbl 1 JOrOBOPUJIUCH.

OH kuBHYyI, ckuMas e€ nasblisl. Ero ¢guosneroBsle 11a3a ro-
pesii He CTPaxoM, a HOBOM, TPeTeTHOW HaAe K IOM.

— Torpa... B cienymonyto cyoooTy? — CIIpOCHIT OH, U 9TO ObLI
y’ke He BOIPOC KCIYTaHHOTO CYILECTBA, a BOIPOC MapTHEpa,
CTPOSIIIETO TUIAHBL.

— B crenytomnyio cy60oty, — noarBepaiiia Actpa. — A Terepb
JlaBail 3aKpoeM BOpOTa U Mo3aBTpakaeM. f aymalo, CeroiHs Mbl
3aCITyKWIM TOT CaMblil OpeXoBblid MUpOr. TONbKO Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢
COJIBIO U3 UX MEIIOYKA.

U moka oHY BIBOEM TOJKAIH TSKENBIE CTBOPKH, BIIEPBHIC 3a
MHOTHYE TO/Ibl 3aMOK HaJ AepeBHer HuskHel 3akpbuics HE Kak
KPETocCTh, a KaK JJOM, KOTOPbIi HEHAJ0JITO OTKPbUI CBOM ABEPU



mupy. I mup, mycth poOKoO, MyCTh C OMACKOM, HO OTBETHJI B3a-
VIMHOCTBIO.

I'naBa 7.

— Crpimanmu ciyxu? — Jlama B ITMHHOM, CBOOOTHOM OT KOp-
ceTa IUIaThe, CKPECTUJIA HOTHU, CUJIs 32 IIaXMaTHOM JOCKOH U3
KpacHoro JiepeBa. E€ crarp Oblila 3HAaTHOM, KaK I'palio3Has JJaHb
JEBYIIIKA NMeJla MaHepY BHITSATUBATH I1IE10, HEOCO3HAHHO XBACTa-
SICh OKepesbeM U3 xkemuyra. Purypka u3 6eoro Mpamopa Msr-
KO BCTaJla e€ MoKeIaHUEM Ha KBaJpaTUK.

— Tor peinapckuii oTpsif, U3 OSTHIKOB, pa30eKacs.

— He ynuBuTesibHO. — BblibIXas rycToi IbM MyKYMHa B CMO-
kuHre. — Ero BenuecTBo ObUT CUIIIKOM IIEAPHIM C HUMH.

VX0KeHHbIe HOTTH JIEBYIIIKU 33yMUYHUBO MMPOBEJH MO CTEKITY
IJI0CKOro Ookasa. ITogHas Ha cobeceqHMKa BIaXXHBIE OT AbIMA
I71a3a, OHa CHOBA 3aroBOpuJIa:

— A ellg. .. TOBOPAT, YTO JIPAKOH B35J1 KOTO-TO B 3aJIOKHUKH,
MOXeT ObITh czienas padom. Mm uto-To Takoe. TpyciuBbie Kym-
1LIbl TOBOPAT O CTPaHHBIX JI€JIaX B 3aMKE, YTO JBEPU €r0 OTKPbI-
BAIOTCS U JIIOJU OTTY/1A YXOAAT C MOKUTKAMHU.



TeHu yacTHBIX KJIyOOB ISl TBOPSTH TIOPOM CKPHIBAJIU CaMble
pasHble CIyxH. 3[ech OOCYXIaIu He TOJBKO MOLY, MONUTUKY
WIM KHUTH, HO U WHOTJIA XUTeJer naneékux 3amkoB. Cpenu Ts-
KENBIX MOPTHEPOB HA JIOMIO CEKYH/Ibl MEJIbKHYJIA TEHb C SIPKUMH,
KaK y COJTHIIA TJIa3aMHU, TIPEXk]Ie YeM TKaHb OIYCTHJIACh HEBUIM-
MOM PYKOM.

Kk

Caetyible CTEHBl KOPOJEBCKOrO ABOpPLIA YTOHYJIUM B MY3bIKE
CKPUINOK ¥ (pOPTENMaHo; TYJIKO CTydaT KaOMyKH JIam, TaHITyIo-
IIUX BaJIbC C KaBajJepaMu, pacryliuBasi I00KU CBOUX ILIaTheB,
KaK NTHUIBI CBOM XBOCTHL. ExXeromHsiil 6an OKphUIAI CTOJIHILY,
XOT$ 3/1€Ch, HA MAJICHPKOM BEYEepHEM OAJIKOHE KOPOJTb DPHK e/
Ba MOT TOBOPUTh. Ero KOpoTkue nasblibl ¢ CUJION CKal HOKKY
OoKasa, a rjla3a ¢ HeBepUeM BIIENWIUCh B BBICOKYIO (PUTYpY B
KaM3o0J1e.

— ...IIOBTOpM. .. YUTO ThI CKa3an?

— 41 roBopio, 4TO MOMIEN HOBBIA CiyX, Baiie BennyectBo. —
YepHOBOJIOCHIT MYyKUMHA C TTyOOKUMU 30JI0TBIMU TJIA3aMH CTO-
sUT TIO CTOMKe cMUpHO. — Pazbexasimiicss o nytu k Hukneit
OTpS/ YIUBUTEIILHBIM 00pa30M BCE Ke JIOIIEN JI0 3aMKa YUCIICH-
HOCTBIO POBHO B OJIHOTO uesioBeka. U... 3aMOK KOpMHUT Jmiofiei
JEPEBHU.



DpUK U341 CTPAHHBIM, MOXOXKUM HA MUCK 3BYK. EnBa ynep-
’KaBIIIMCH OT JKeJIaHusI OPOCUTH OOKaJ Ha TIOJ, OH ITyOOKO B3/I0X-
Hys1. [Ipenarenu. Bee 311 poitiapy 1 ux 4€pTOB OTPsiA OeAHSIKOB!
«ITpaBWJIHO TOBOPAT, CyHb MAJIEL] — OTKYCAT PyKy» — JJyMaJ KO-
pOJIb.

— ITnoxo, ouens mioxo... Ecnu moau ykpensit Bepy, 4rto Jpa-
KOH MM TOMOIITHYK, TO OHU JJaKe He TOWMYT, KOI/ia TOT 3aX04eT
ux cbecTh! — OH mocTaBI1 OOKAJ Ha Kpai orpaxeHust OaIKOHa.
— Cup bonudammii, y Bac ectb uaeu, KTo MOI HAJOyMUTb Jpa-
KOHa Ha Takoe?

Bonudanuii mu Jliocke ynbiOHYICS. B THXOM Tipuiinype ria3
OTpa’kaJsics He TOJIbKO caM MOHApX, HO U UT'pa COOCTBEHHBIX IMO-
1805170

— Ha, s1 mpenmoarao, 4To 3/1ech 3aMelana Jiequ Acrpa.
DpUK CTUCHYIT 3yOHI.

— 4 mopyyato 310 seno Tede. — Koponb cripbirHys ¢ HeOOIb-
110i TaypeTkH, Ha KOTOPOH CTOsLI, YTOObI OH MOT JIETKO CMOT-
peTb Ha OOIIMPHBII KoposieBckuil call. KpacHas Hakuaka c Oe-
JI0-4EPHBIM MEXOM CKOJIb3HYJIA 32 HUM MO TOJTY, Kak MSATHO 00-
JKUTAOLIErO OTHSL.



Bonuanum cnerka NOKJIOHWICS, TPUKUMAs PYKY B YEPHOU
niepyarke K cepauy.

— Koneuno, Baiie Koposiesckoe Bennyectso. ..

JIBoiiHBIE OeTble TBEPH 3aK PhLITHUCH 32 DPUKOM. Philiaph KOpo-
JIEBCKOM rBap/Ivy BBITPSIMUJICS M BEKJIMBAsH YJIBIOKA, O3apsIBILAsT
JIMLIO BECh Beuep, MeUIEHHO Havasia cronsarh. Koposb Obl1 ka-
JIeH, HO, TIOXaJTyid, eIMHCTBEHHOE ero XOpolliee JAesiHUe: TI03BO-
JIEHUE CTAaHOBUTHCS PhILIAPSMU HE TOJIKO IBOpsiHaM. [Ipodiema
OblIa B TOM, 4TO CAEJaHO 3TO OBLJIO Pe3Ko U 0e3 omoOpeHus na-
JIaTHI JIOPIOB.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.
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