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AHHOTaAMSA

B omuu nenp Cepreil HeoXuaaHHO TPOOYXKIAeTCA B IMIYIIH,
0e3 cBoux Bemied u Oe3 yacTu mamsATH. OTYEro OH He MOHMMAeT
YTO C HMM CJIyYWJIOCh, MU BCKOpPE OH Yy3HAeT 4YTO He TOJNbKO C
HUM TIPOM3OIILIN CTpaHHbie Belu. [lycTonm KocHyaach HeBUAaHHAS
paHee karactpoda CHIILHO TPSXHYBILIEE WX, U3a Yer0 CTUHYJIO MHOTO
OTCTYIHHMKOB, ¥ MOSIBUIIUCH HOBBIE OMACHOCTH. CTPeMsICh y3HATH UTO C
HUM CITy4YHJIOCh, ¥ Kyaa rcues ero jipyr, Cepreil oTnpasisietcs B pei
B camoe cep/lie MyCTOIIH, JaXe He MOJ03peBast YTo eMy MpeIcTOuT
y3HaTb €€ [JIABHYIO TalHy.
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Hanmas booskoB
OTCTYNIHUK HCTOPUSA
OJHOT0 MpeaaTeJibCTBA

IIpoJaor

Ha ouyeHb npocTOpHON MOJsIHE HEJIO/b, BBIMVISACBIINN, KAk
MEp3KHI XyJOH YesloBEeK HeOONBIIIOro pocTa ¢ Cepoil yenryia-
TOI KOXell U C KPHICMHBIMM YepTaMu JMa (TIOJIEBUK, KaK ero
Ha3bIBAJIM OTCTYITHUKH), MEJIEHHO pacKarlblBajl CBOMMU JIallaMy
Ky4Ky 3¢MJIA. 3a4€M OH 3TO Jesajl, HEMOHATHO. MOoxXeT, XoTel
pacKomnaTh KaKue-To KOpeHbsI I YTO-TO ere. B modom ciydae
9TO ObUIO HEBAXKHO, Ky/la BaskHEl ObUIO TO, O YeM IOJIEBUK Aaxke
U He JiorajpiBasics. Beab moka oH ObUT 3aHAT CBOMM JIEJIOM, Ha
HEro TOJIOKWIIH TJ1a3 HEeKUe CTOPOHHUE HaOmoaatenu. VX Obu1o
TPOE, OHU MEJJIEHHO ¥ OYEHb OCTOPOKHO, UCIIOJIb3Ys TPaBy Kak
NPUKPBITHE, TOAXOAWIM K Hemoao. HakoHer, korna Tpoe Hens3-
BECTHBIX MOI0OPAIUCh K HEMY JI0 HY’KHOT'O PaCCTOSIHUSA, UTO J1a-
€ caM I0JIEBUK PE3KO OCTAHOBWJICA W, IIEpECTaB KOMaTh, MOJ-
HSUT TOJIOBY M CTaJl IPUHIOXMBATHCS, HAOMIONATENN BIPYT PE3KO
HO/IHSUTUCh Y, BCKUHYB KPEMHEBBIE PY:Kbsl, CAHXPOHHO CITYCTH-
JIM KyPOK.

Pasznanuce Tpu rpoMkux BeicTpesia. OfHa U3 IyJib, Kak OKa-



3aJ10Ch MO3KE, TpoMazaja, HO JB€ Jpyrue Momnaiu B Lelb, YIo-
B B Oepo W B TOJIOBY MOJIEBUKY. Kak HU CTpaHHO, HEMIOAb
YMYAPUWICSl HE YMEPETb, OHAKO OH TYT € COBEpIIMI (paTalib-
HyI0 oiOKy. Besb BMecTo TOro, 4roObl Oekarh, OH BCTa Kak
BKOTIAHHBII ¥ MPOCTO TPSIC CBOEH ypOMJIMBON OAIKOU, CKOpen
BCEro, €ro KOHTY3W10. DTa 3aMHUHKA Jajia CTPeJIsBIUMM Bpems
niepe3apsAUTh PyXbe U 1aTh BTOPOU 3aJII.

Kotopplil osieBuK yke He CMOT MEPEKUTh, U, YIIaB Ha 3€M-
JI0, OH BCKOPE OKOHYATEIILHO CII0X, a TPU HAOJI0/1aTe 1, OKa3aB-
IIAeCs] OTCTYITHUKAMHU, C HEKOTOPOU CYETIMBOCTHIO MOI0EKaB K
CBOel J0ObIYe, HAuasIu BBITIOHATH SIBHO 3apaHee OrOBOPEHHBIE
3agaun. Tak, OMMH OTCTYIHUK BCTaJl HA CTPAXe, Caels 3a OKPY-
rOil U OXpaHsisi CBOMX TOBAPMINEH, TOINA KaK JBOE PyTUX OT-
CTYMHMKOB 3aHSUTUCh pa3feskon Ty, OJuH U3 HUX C MSICHBIM
KPIOKOM Ha TIOsICe, IOCTaB CBEPTOK, B KOTOPOM OKazajcs Habop
pa3/eouYHbIX HOXKEW, CTal YMEJO MOTPOLIUTh TYILY, a IPYTou,
MIPUTOTOBUB TIAPY KOKAHBIX OYPHAIOKOB, CTAJI HATIOJHSTD UX Yep-
HOW KMKE! — KPOBBIO IOJIEBUKA, BBITEKABLIEW U3 ero paH. lle-
JIaJi1 OHU 3TO OYeHb OBICTPO M YMEJIO, OTUErO CTAHOBHJIOCH SiC-
HO, YTO 3TO OINPENEIEHHO J1aJIeKO HE MEPBbIN 1JIs1 HUX HEJIO/b.
W nmotoMy, nmest OOJBIIION OIBIT, BCKOPE OTCTYITHUKH TOYTH 3a-
KOHUWJIM C TYIIEH ¥ TOTOBWINCH OBUIO CBOPAUYMBAThHCSI.

OpHako B OIMH MOMEHT BAPYT YTO-TO UBMEHWIOCh. YTO-TO
B CaMOM ITyCTOIIH, YTO Cpa3y MOYyBCTBOBAJIM BCE TPOE OTCTYII-
HUKOB. Beib BO3AyX cTai HaNpsiKEHHBIM, UTO K JBIIIATh CTa-
JI0 TSKENO, a TIOro/la PEe3KO MCHOPTHIIIACH: cepoe HeOO 3aBOJIOK-



JIO YEPHBIMU Ty4YaMH, U CTaJl CIIbIIIEH rpoM. Bipyr onuH u3 ot-
CTYITHHKOB, TOT, 4TO ObLT Ha CTpaske, 3aMETHJI YTO-TO U yKazal
Ha 3ara/i, BOJTHUTEJIbHO CKa3aB:

— D1, pedsTa, cmotpute! Yto 310 TaM?

Bce ocranpHble OTCTYIHUKHM TOXE MOCMOTPENIU TyJa U YBU-
J€J1, 4TO OTTYy/AA YTO-TO IUIO MO MYCTOUIM M BBIJISIIENO Kak
orpoMHasi 6enasi BOJIHa U3 MyTHOTO BO3yXa M MOJIHUM, ypara-
HOM cMeTaBlIasi Bce Ha cBoeM myTH. OT BUJa 3TOW BOJIHBI y OT-
CTYITHUKOB TIPSIM JIyX 3aXBaTWJIO, JIa cepiia 3a0MInch TakK, 4To,
HaBepHOe, BbUleTeNn Obl, ecu Obl He pedpa, a BMecTe C ITH-
MU YyBCTBaMH MOSIBUJICS U OTPOMHBIN cTpax. Beap oTcTynHuku
BCEM CBOMM €CTECTBOM UYyBCTBOBAJIM HEBEPOSATHYIO OMACHOCTb,
KOTOpasi HECET 3Ta BOJIHA.

— Yxoaum, — TyT ke CKa3ajl OTCTYIIHUK, Y KOTOPOro ObLT MsiC-
HOW KPIOK, Y KOTAa BTOPOM, TOT, KOTOPBIM MMOMOTaJl €My pasjie-
JIbIBATh MOJIEBUKA, 3aMELIKAJICS y TYILH, MBITASACh YTO-TO MOJ0-
Opatb, OTCTYITHUK C KPIOKOM TYT K€ OKpPUKHYJ ero: — bpock ero!
bexnMm Bce K U3jIomMy KHBO!

YTO OTCTYIHUKH TY K€ Caesau, modexas uTo ecTb Moun. Of-
HaKO YUTU UM TaK U He y/1aJIoCh: BOJIHA, CMETaBIIIasi BCE HA CBOEM
MYyTH, JOTHAJIa OTCTYITHUKOB U MOIJIOTHJIA BCEX OJHOIO 3a ApY-
ruM. [locnesHuM cTam OTCTYIHUK € KPIOKOM, KOTOPOMY A0 W3-
JIOMa OCTaBajach BCETO YyTh-UyTh, OJIHAKO BOJIHA BCE-TaKW Ha-
CTUIJIA €rO.



I'maBa 1

C OonpmM ycureM ouHyBmuicss Cepredl OTKpbUI TIJ1a3a,
9TOOBI YBUJIETH IIEpeji COOOM 3apOCITU TIOJIEBOM TPaBbl: pOMAIIIEK,
O/IyBaHYMKOB, 3Bep000s M Tak fganee. OTCTYMHHUK cpasy MOMIy-
MaJl, 4YTO OH, BUAMMO, HAXOAUTCS B KaKOM-TO nosie. O1HaKo, pas-
IOyMbIBasl HaJl 3TUM, OH 3a/1aJIC BOIIPOCOM, & B KAKOM UMEHHO
HoJie ¥ Kak OH B HeM BooOi11ie okazascsa? C TpyIoM, Tak Kak Ha
moOyI0 TIONBITKY CABUHYThHCS Teso Ceprest OTBEYAIO Pe3KUMU
UMITyJIbcaMu OOJIM, OH BCTaJl HA HOTU U, OCMOTPEBIIUCH BOKPYT
ce0s1, 0OCO3HAJI, YTO HAXOAUTCS B COBEPIIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOM JUIS]
ce0s1 MecTe B KAKOW-TO TUTyILH.

CoBepllleHHO He MOHHMMasi, Ie€ OH, OTCTYIHHUK MOIBITAICS
BCTIIOMHMTB, KaK OH CI0fIa MOMaJl, HO B TOJIOBE HUYEro He ObLIo, U
BCIIOMHMTb, KaK OH TYT OKa3aJIcs, OH Tak 1 He cMor. K cyacTtblo,
MIOJTHOCTBIO MaMSITh OTCTYITHHUKY HE OTIIMOIO, ¥ OH BCE e111e NOM-
HWJI, KTO OH M oTKy#a. Cepreu I pyH, ABIAIOMMICS OTCTYITHUKOM
Y OJIHUM U3 OTYasSIHHBIX COPBUIOJIOB, KOTOpPBIE HAa CBOW CTpax U
PUCK MOTYT NPOHMKaTh B mycromu. Ho nocnenuue napy mecs-
IIEB €ro KU3HH Kak OyATO OECLiepeMOHHO 3a0paJiil U3 MaMsITH.

3amaBasch MHOXKECTBOM BonpocoB, Ceprer CHOBa IOCMOT-
peJ1 BOKPYT, HaJlesICh HAWTH MepUAIoIUil OJieJHO-CepPbIM CBETOM
U3JI0M, HAJIMYKe KOTOPOro MOIJIO MHOroe OObsCHUTh. Beapb OH
IPEATIONOKIIL, YTO HAXOIUTCS B TAKOM IOJIOKEHUH U3-32 ITyCTO-
111, HO, BUTUMO, 3TO OBUIO HE TaK, TaK KaK HUKAKOTO M3JI0Ma U



BOJIM3H He ObUI0. B 001em, moHnmas, YTo OTBETHI HA CBOM BO-
MPOCHI, TPOCTO CTOSI Ha Mecte, Ceprer He MOMY4YUT, OH PEILIT
3aHATHCS O0JIee HACYIITHBIMU MPOOIEMaMHU.

A umMeHHO, KpoMe OO0JIM BO BCEM TeJjle, ero Mydasa CUJIbHas
KaKAY, U K €r0 BE3EHUIO €ro Ila3a MPUMETUIIA COBCEM PSIIOM C
HI0JIEM MEJIKYIO PEUYILKY, K KOTOPO, HEIONro Aymasi, eJie 1aras
U CIIOTHIKASICh, OH Tomel. M noias 10 Hee, OTCTYIHUK, OHAKO,
BCE-TaKM yjepkai ceOsl U He CTaJl HalMBaTbhCsl PEYHON BOJIbI, Oa-
HAJILHO YTOOBI HE TIPOTJIOTUTDh KaKue-HUOYAb MH(EKIINH, a TIPO-
CTO cnosocHyJ pot. Ilocne yero ymel1 Mo, Tak Kak OHO Bce
ObUTO B MbUTK U 1apanuHax. M Bo Bpems storo 3aHsatus Cepreit
ObICTPO OOHAPY:KMJI OOJIBIIYIO PaHYy Ha 3aThUIKE, KPOBb Ha Heil
CBEPHYJIACh KOPKOW, OIHAKO OHA BPEMEHaMU 3aCTaBJIsijia roJo-
BY CHJIbHO OonieTh, u Cepreil pa3yMHO TPEINoIOKUII, YTO, BO3-
MOXHO, €ro aMHe3Ms1 CBsI3aHa C Hell. Y3HaTh Obl ellle, Kak OH ee
MOy YMJI.

Hakowner 6onee-meHee ripuBesi ceds B mopsaok, Cepreid risi-
HYJI HA CBOE OTpak€HUE B PEKe U YBUJIEB, KAK HA HETO CMOTPUT
Xy/10€, He OUeHb KPACUBOE JIMIIO C KOMIOYMMHU KapyUMH IJla3aMU
Y TIapoy IIPaMOB.

— B kaky1o ke nepenpAry Thl MOIajl Ha 3TOT pa3? — IPYCTHO,
HO C HOTKaMH1 MPOHUH caM ceOe 3a/1aJ1 BOIIPOC OH, MOHMMasi, YTO
OTBeTa He TMOTyYHT.

Cawm Cepreii, HabpaBIIIUCh CUJI, PEIIJI OCMOTPETh ceOs1 Ha Ha-
JIMYMEe BO3MOXHBIX PaH U y3HaTb, KaKW€ BEIIM U CHApsIKEHHE
ecthb y Hero. OcMoTpeB cebs1, OTCTYITHUK TIOHSLI, UTO, K CYACTHIO,



HUKAKUX JOTOJHUTEIbHBIX TPaBM, KpOME TOH, 4TO ObLiIa Ha 3a-
TBUIKE, Y Hero He Obu1o. Tak, mapa napanvH 1a CHHSIKOB, HIYETO
CMepTeNbHOro. A TO, UTO UMeeTCsl, 3aTSIHETCSl B TeYEHUE Maphbl
Hegienb, u Cepreii cHoBa Oy/ieT Kak HoBeHbKUH. OTHaKO ObLIO TO,
YTO OTCTYITHUKA BCE-TAKH 3aCTABUJIO TIOBOJTHOBATKCS: 3TO CTPAH-
HbI€ PAaHKU Ha KWCTU MPaBOM PYKH, MOXOKUE Ha MOAINAJIEHHbIE
IapaIHbl, MAYTUHKON 0OXBATUBIIIME BCIO MPaBYIO KUCTh. U 4TO
OBbLJIO CTPaHHO, OH BOOOIIe HE YYBCTBOBaJI HUKAKOH Oonu. U3-
3a yero Cepreii pelini, 4To HUYero Cepbe3HOro OHU He HeCyT, U
MIOTOMY PEIiT TIOKa 3a0BITh O HUX U OTBJIEUbCs Ha OoJiee Bak-
HYIO TTpo0JIeMy.

Benp co cHapsikeHueM ObLIO Bce ropaszio xyxe, u'y Cepres
He OBUIO €ro IJIABHOTO OPYXKHS — YeKaHa, TOJIBKO KUHKA U KO-
JKaHBIl HArPY/IHUK, U TO B MIOMSITOM COCTOSIHUM. Takke y Hero
He ObLIO €ro CyMOK: HU MOXOJHOH CO BCEMU €ro JIMYHbIMU Be-
IIaMU, HU €ro CIielUaabHON CYMKH sl mycToieit. M HakoHel
OTCYTCTBOBAJ €ro KOIIIeJIeK ¢ JeHbraMu. A Ha Tosice ObLT TOJb-
KO OZIMH NOpoxoBou 3apsf. K cuacTeio, B CKJIaKax CBOEH KypT-
ku Cepreil Hallesl KapMaHHBIE Yachl J1a Be Oymaru, omHa ObLia
ouIMaIbHBIM JOKYMEHTOM C IIAPCKOU Mevarhio, YTO OH SIBJIS-
eTcsl OTCTYITHUKOM Ha ciyxOe napss u Hoe3ropckoro napcrsa,
BTOpas SBJISUIACh CKOPEU PACIUCKOM O CYMME JEHEr, KOTOPYIO
Cepreii HakaruBa, Oymydn oTcTymHUKOM. [Ipu oOHapyxeHun
ux ¢ nyum Cepresi CIOBHO KaMeHb ynai. Benp notepst atux Oy-
Mar rpo3usia eMmy o4eHb OOJIBIIIMMU TTPOOIEMaMHU.

BepexHo cioxuB Oymaru obparHo, Cepreit 3agymaicsi, 4To



OH MOMHMUJI Noc/IeAHUM. VI 3TMM BOCIIOMHHAHUEM OKa3aJIoch TO,
Kak OH B MemKoBKax coopajsicsi B KaKOH-TO O4eHb BaKHBIN peii,
¥ ¢ HUM ObuT HuKomnai, ero JIydinuii Ipyr. .. HO OOJIbIlie OH HU-
4ero He MOMHWII. YBbl, Hukonas psagom toxe He ObUIO, HO OT-
CTYITHHMK OBICTPO JOTaJIAJICsl, YTO €CJIM KTO M 3HAET, YTO C HUM
CTaJIo, TaK €ro Apyr.

Oco3snas 310, Cepreyt NOHsUI, YTO €My HY)KHO B MEIIKOBUKU
HE TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO TaM MOXET OBITb €r0 APYT, KOTOPBIA, ec-
JIM OH OKa3aJICsl B TAKOM ke cuTyauuu, 4ro u Cepreil, Toxxe Ha-
IIPABUTCSA B 3TOT rOPOJ, HO ¥ ITOTOMY, YTO TaM OH CMOXKET BOC-
TIOJTHATH yTepsiHHble Bel. OHAKO, YTOOBI 3TO C/eNaTh, eMy
HY’KHO JIJ1s1 HauaJla y3HaTh, IJie OH BOOOLIE HaXOOUTCS. A 1151 9TO
HAJI0 BBITH K KAKOMY-HHOYIb HACEJEHHOMY JIIOIbMU ITyHKTY.

Ve ObUIO BCTaB, YTOOBI MCKATh 3TH camblie MyHKTH, Cep-
red BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBAJI B KAapMaHE LITAHOB HEKUU MaJICHb-
KM TIpEIMET, KOTOPbIM OTCTYIIHUK HEJOJITO Aymas AOCTal, U
9TO OKa3ajiach Kakas-To HensBecTHas Ceprero Belllb JJMHOU C
naponb. Caenana oHa ObUta M3 Mequ W MMena (opMmy B TIpsi-
MOYTOJIbHUK. Bemuia oueHp U3ImHONu OTAEIKU CO CTPAHHBIMU
METAJVIMYECKUMU BCTABKAMU, UMEIOIMMU IIPUIYIJIMBBIM Y30D.
Tak 1 He MOHAB, YTO 3TO TaKOE, OTCTYIHUK, [TOKAYaB MPEIMET,
CYHyJI €r0 B KapMaH, CHOBAa CTaB AyMaTb, KaK HaUTH JIOIEH U
noceneHus. M, kak HU cTpaHHO, Kak Tosibko Cepreyd mogymai o
HACEJIEHHOM ITYHKTE, OH [OYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKMM 3amax abiMa. 1
IVISIHYB Ha CEBEP, YBU/IEN TOHKYIO YEPHYIO JBIMKY.

— Xa, Ha JIOBIIa ¥ 3Bepb OEXKUT, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OTCTYITHUK U



HEZ0JIro yMasi TIOIIeNT K TOM JbIMKE.

[1yTe 3aHA7T HEMHOIO BpeMeHHM, U Bckope Ceprei BbIIIET Ha
OKpauHy KakOi-TO JepEeBHH, Aymasi, KOTO OH BCTPETUT MEPBbIM
¥ TIOYEMY TaK CHJIBHO MaxHeT JbIMOM. OJIHAaKO, KaK TOJBKO OH
BOIIIEN B IEPEBHIO, OT YBUJIEHHOTO OH BIAJ B IIIOK.

Benp nepeBHst Obuia pa3opeHa, ¥ 9acTh JOMOB M JIPYTHX TIO-
crpoek coxriy. Ho rnaBHoe, uyto nosepriio B yxkac Cepres, 310
TO, KaK MOCTYNMJIM C MECTHBIMH KUTEISIMU, TOYHEH MX OCTaH-
KaMH, KOTOpbIE B PACUIEHEHHOM BHJle ObUIM MOBEIIEHbI, HAHU-
3aHBI WIM TTPOCTO pa3OpocaHbl O Beeit nepeBHe. K mpumepy, y
O/IHO¥ M30bI CTApMKa MOCA/IMIN Ha KOJ, IEPE] ITUM OTpe3aB Bce
KOHEYHOCTH U pa30pocaB UX TYT ke psIoM. Y JPYyroro ke ABo-
pa, BUAMMO, CEMbIO MOPYOMIIN Ha MEJIKUE KYCOUKH, CIIOKUIN UX
B CBOEOOPA3HYI0 MUPaMUy ¥ TIOCTABUJIMA HA €r0 BEpPIIMHY Ma-
JIEHBKYIO TOJIOBY MutasieHn1a. Eie omHoro mapHs Ha Buj He O0JTb-
1Ie JBaJlaTh HacaJuM Ha MSICHOM KPIOK M MOBECUIM B amOa-
pe, KaKk MSCHYIO TYIIIy CO BCKPBITBIM OPIOXOM U BbIBAJIMBIINMHU-
csl opraHamu. A MOBCIOLy ObLTA TIOCQXKEHBI Ha IIECTHI TOJIOBBI.

Takas kapTuHa ObLTa MO BCEW JAepeBHE, B KaXIOM JIBOPE C
HEBEPOSTHOM KECTOKOCTBIO KTO-TO MOYOMBaJI HECYUACTHBIX, ITPU-
4eM, Kak 3ametms Cepreil, Kaxa0ro youau v norIyMUJIUCh TIO-
CBOEMY, Kak OyATO OBLJIO KaKOe-TO COMEPHUYIECTBO B 3BEPCTBAX
HaJ kepTBamu. Anodeo30M BCEro 3TOro Kolimapa CTajiu J1Ba
cronba B LIEHTpe JePEeBHU, Ha KOTOPBIX BBEPX TOpMalIKaMmy Obl-
JI1 TIPUKOJIOUEHBI JIBA TeJIa, C KOTOPbIX OblIa COIpaHa KOKa U BbI-
pe3aHbl BCE BHYTPEHHUE OPraHbl C [J1a3aMU U SI3bIKAMMU.



B yxace ot yBunenHoro Cepreit jaxe He XOTeJIO JyMaTb, YTO
32 BBIPOJKHM 3TO CHENATH. Y HEro 3aKpyKUJach IOJIOBA U CTAJIO0
xyn10, Ho Cepreii yaep:xai ce0s B pykax. A BMECTO 3TOrO CTasl Ay-
MaTb, YTO Aejarh gaiblie. Cepreio B 3TOW CUTyalluu CIIEA0BAIIO
BBIUTH K IPYyTOMY ITOCEJIEHUIO U OOPUCOBATH CUTYAIIHIO, UTO 00b-
SIBAJIACh KAaKasA-TO IIalKa HEJIIOJEH, pa3opsIolas IEPEBHU, YTO-
ObI BJIACTH CMOIJI CpearupoBaTth Ha 3Ty MPoOIeMy U OYEHb JKe-
JIaTeJIbHO He HATKHYTLCSI HA TUX BBIPOJIKOB, YCTPOMBIIUX OOM-
HIO B JIEPEBHE.

DTO eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOT crenarth Cepreu, HO Iepes; yxo-
JIOM OH TaKH PEIUIICs OOOWTH BCE yIIEJIEBIINE JIOMa, YTOObI Hali-
T Kakue-HUOY/Ib TIOJIe3HbIE BEIU U, BO3MOXHO, exy. Cepreii ot
ToJI0JIa €Jie MOT XO/IUTh, TAK YTO MOTOTHUTH CUJIbI OBUIO ObI KCTa-
TH.

Ho, 06na3uB napy A10MOB, OTCTYITHHK JIOBOJIBHO OBICTPO yOe-
JUJICSL, YTO HaMaJaBIlIMe OCHOBATEIbHO BCE BBIUUCTUIIN, HE OCTa-
BUB HUYETO IMOJIE3HOTO, a TOJIbKO BCSAKUI XJIaM WJIU TO, YTO ObI-
JI0 CITUIITIKOM OObIiM, 4ToOB! yHecTH. OHako Cepreii B OHON
n30e BCE-TaKM HalllesI Mapy KyCKOB pKaHOro XJjieda, UX OH B3I,
3aBEpHYB B HalJIEHHOE MOJIOTEHLE, PELIUB MOECTh, HO ykKe 3a
npejesamMmu JepeBHHU.

U tak oboiins Bce 1iesble loMa B iepeBHe, Cepreii HarpaBul-
csl K TMOC/IeIHEMY HeoOC/IeI0BAHHOMY JIOMY, HO OCTaHOBWJICS,
TaK Kak MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 32 HUM KTO-TO HaOmonaet. HemHoro
nocrosiB, Cepreil 1axe Kak OyATO 3aMETHJI, B OKHE TOTO CAMOTO
JOMa Ha MUT MEJIBKHYJIO HEKO€E JIMLO. Yepe3 HEKOTopoe Bpems



OTCTYIHMK BCE-TaKU MPOIOIKUI UATH, PELIUBIIUCH CTOIKHYTh-
Cs1 C HEM3BECTHBIM JIMLIOM K JIMLLY.

OcTopoXHO 3ais BHYTpb M30bI, Cepreil OKMHYI ee B3IJIs-
Jom: Oenasi Tieyka, KPacHbI Yroj ¢ MopyOlIeHHbIMU MKOHAMM,
MOBaJICHHbIE CKAMEWKH 1 CTOJ, KPOBaTh, MTPOCTHIHS HA KOTOPOM
ObL1a pa3pe3aHa 1 pa3opBaHa — BCE TaK ke, Kak U JPYruX JOMax,
¥ HUKOTO kuBoro. Cepreit ObUTO MOAYMa, YTO €My MPOCTO TO-
YyJIUJIOCh, HO TYT €MY Ha IJ1a3a ONaJICcs CYHAYK, U BPOJE HUYErO
HEOOBIYHOTO, KaXKIbIi KPECThSTHCKUI JJOM UMEET TOOOHbIe /1151
TOTO, YTOOBI XPAaHUTH B HEM CBOM Camble IIeHHbIE Beln. Jlesio Tyt
OBbLJIO B IDYIOM: B JIEPEBHE BO BCEX JIOMaX CYH/IyKH ObUIN C BbI-
OUTHIMM 3aMKaMU OTKPBIThl HAPACHIALIKY W pa3rpadiieHsl, a STOT
OBbLIT 3aKPBIT, XOTSI €r0 YaCTUYHO Pa3BOPOBAHHOE CONECPKUMOE
nexano pagoM. Tuxo nopounns k Hemy, Ceprer pe3ko OTKPbUI
€ro, M U3 HEero TYT K€ BBIIPBITHYJ KTO-TO, U Cepreit OT HEOXKHU-
JAHHOCTU U Ha pedieKce CTYKHYJI KYJIAKOM IO HEMY, OTYETrO TOT
MOBAJIUJICSI OOPATHO B CYHIIYK.

JIvib TOJIBKO MOCIIE ITOrO OH HAKOHEIl PACCMOTpEJT Hara aB-
IIero MOBHUMATEJIbHEN U C YAMBJIEHHEM OOHApyXWJ, YTO 3TO
ObLT OOBIYHBINA MasibuuK. [TOHSB, KOrO OH OMPOKUHYJ, OTCTYII-
HUK TYT %€ MOJHSI MaJIbuMKa U3 CYHAYKa U CTaJl YCIIOKauBaTh,
TaK Kak TOT ObUI IO CMEPTH HamyraH, cMoTpsi Ha Ceprest IMUpPOKO
PACKPBITHIMU 3€JIEHHBIMU IJ1a3aMHU.

— Bbl... BBl HE ¢ HUMU? — IPOXKALIMM TOJIOCOM MPOTrOBOPUII
MaJIbYMK, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUBIIIKCD.

— Her, He cHuMH, — kOpoTKO oTBeTWII Cepreu, a MajbuuK,



YCIIBIIIAB OTBET, MOPSAKOM pacciaaduiICs U B3IOXHYJ ¢ ooOrerye-
HUEM.

— M3BuHUTE, YTO MpATAICS U KUHYJICS Ha Bac.

— Jla HUYEero CTPaIIHOro, a Thl U3BUHU MEHS, YTO CTYKHYJI Te-
0s... Ho kto Ha Bac Hanan? — cnpocun Cepreid.

— 41 He 3Ha0. Buepa BeuepoM Mbl yCIbIIIAIN KPUKU U BOILIU
JIO7Ied, TIOTOM Hayaslach Kakas-To CyMATHLA, U MaMa C Marou
YIIUIM Ha YJIUILY, CKa3aB MHe cripsATarhbes. U 1 cnpsrancs B neuke,
Y KOTJ]a KPUKH MPEKPATUIIUCh, KTO-TO HaYajl OPOAUTH O IOMY,
BCE MepeBopaunBasi BBepX THOM. MeHsl, paB/a, HUKTO TaK U He
HallleJ, a IOTOM BCE OKOHYATEJIbHO CTUXJIO. A CErofHs, Korua
s YBUJEJ Bac, TO MOAYMaJsl, YTO Bbl OJVH U3 HUX, a KOIJa BbI
MEHS1 3aMETUJIM U HAIIPaBWIMCh K MOEMY JOMY, 51 CIIPATAJICS B
CYHAYKE, a JaJblIe Bl CAMU 3HAcTe.

Paccka3 Manpumka okasaicsi He 0co00 MH(OPMATHBHBIM, HO
9T0 OBUIO U HEe BaXHO, M B npuHIuUIe Cepreio HYXHO ObLIO
y3HaTh KOE-UYTO JAPYTOe.

— Crnymaii, a Kak 1e0Ost 3BaTh?

— Makcum. .. Makcum COTHHKOB.

— A mens 30ByT Cepreit, paj 3HakoMcTBy. Corymnait, Makcum,
PSIIOM eCTh Kakoe-HUOyIb Ipyroe nocenenue? MHe HyXKHO 3TO
3HATh.

— Tyt Hepanéko ects Oonbinoe ceno SromHoe, MBI C OTIIOM
4yacTo e30WId Tyaa K aaae Spy. Msl npogaBany emy OBOIIM C
0ropojia, Be/lb Y HEero MocTosuIblii JOM, B KOTOPOM OH JIIOJEH ¢
JIOPOT J1a BCSIKUX MYTelECTBEHHUKOB MPUHUMAET.



— A naneko 10 Hero? — Tyt *ke crpocui Ceprei.

— Hy, MeHblI11e MOJIOBUHBI AHS MTyTH, ITPaB/a, HA TOBO3KE.

fAromHoe, KaxeTcs, ITO CeNo, HaCKOJbKO 3Ha Ceprey, Haxo-
JUTCS Y TPAHULBI 3€MeJIb OTCTYITHUKOB, M Yepe3 HEero UIET Ofl-
Ha TOprowasi Jopora u3 3emesib Hopzropaa npsimo ¢ MenmkoBuku
— TOpOJI OTCTYIMHUKOB. YTO *ke, 3TO OBUIO XOPOIIO, Beb TeTeph
Ceprent 3HaeT, ri€ OH HAXOUTCS M Ky/la MY JBUTaThCs 1aJIblIIE.

— A TBl IpOBEAEIIL MEHS 10 3TOr0 ArogHoro?

— Xopo110, — C HEYBEpEHHOCTbI0 OTBETUJI MakcuM U pacruia-
KaJICS, — HO CHapYyKH. ..

N Cepreit BcnoMHWI, 4TO Y BXOAa B JOM Makcuma OH Ha-
TKHYJICS Ha [Ba TeJla: )KEHILMHBI U MYKYMHbI, HaJ| KOTOPbIMU Ha-
najiaBlive Takke HaJlpyrajuch.

— ¥V Bxona TBOM MaMa U namna?

— Ma, — 3aMKasiCh ¥ JaBsCh OT Clie3, eJie MPOoroBopui Makcum.

Tenepp Ceprero cTajio MOHATHO, TOYEMY MaJbUMK HE CTpe-
MUJICS BBIITU U3 JOMA, KaK MOsIBUIACh BO3MOXHOCTb YWTH.

— fAcHo. Tel mogok a1 Moka 3aeckh, —u Ceprer, OCMOTPEBILKCH,
HalllesI LieJIble MOKpbiBasia. B3s1B UX, OH BBIIIEN U3 JI0Ma, U, CJIET-
Ka MOBO3MBIIKCH, OOEpHYJI Tesla B 3TH NokpsiBaia. [locie yero
OH BEpHYJICA U BbIBel MakcuMa u3 U30bl, CTapasich 3TO C/IeaTh
TaK, YTOOBI Jake ero B3IJIsI He yIasl Ha Tesa poautenei. Y otoi-
IS Ha JIOCTAaTOUYHOE paccTosiHue oT AepeBHU, Cepreit oOpaTuiics
K MaJIbUUKY:

— Hy, manoi, nouum K asae?

Maxkcum OTBETUII HE Cpa3y, OMISIHYBIIKCh B CTOPOHY JE€PEB-



HU, KUBHYJI U CKa3aJI:
— IHomum.
N OTCTYITHUK ¢ MaJIbYMKOM OTIIPABUJIUCH B IyTh.

B konr1ie kon1oB Cepreii ¢ MakcuMoM rjie-To 3a BOCEMb YacoOB
TaKu BBIIUIM K roqHOMY, OKa3aBIIeMYyCsl POBHO TaKUM, KaKUM
ero ¥ mpeJCcTaBisl cebe oTcTynmHUK. Heborbioe nocenieHue, B
KOTOPOM JKHJIO C Mapy COTEH JIIOJEH, COCTOsBIIIEE U3 TIOyCOTHU
JBOPOB M OKPYKEHHOE TPUMHUTHUBHBIM THIHOM, CIIOCOOHBIM 3a-
IMIMTATH Pa3Be YTO OT HEOONBINON MIANKN pa300MHUKOB. Koux,
K CJIOBY, Y TIO TPAHUIIAM 3€MJIA OTCTYITHUKOB OBLJIO JOCTATOYHO.
HapepHoe, OT HUX ke y BOPOT U CTOSUIM Mapa KPECThsIH C pora-
TUHAMHU, KOTOpbIe OHM PE3BO HACTaBUJIM Ha moporeamux Cep-
res ¢ Makcumom.

— Bol kTO Takue u oTkyma Oyaere? — OYeHb HEIPYKETOOHO
CKa3aJl OINH U3 KPECThsH.

— CBoit, He O0UCH. §l OTCTYIHUK, a 3TOT MAJIBYUK U3 COCETHEN
OT BaC JIEPEBHU.... Y MEHs JIeJIO K XO3SMHY MOCTOSIOrO JBOpa
Y K BalllM CTapOCTaM M OYeHb TJIOXHE HOBOCTH.

— 9710 Kakue xe? — HeJJOBEPUMBO CITPOCHIT O/IUH U3 KPECThSIH.

— Ha 1y nepeBHI0 Haram, BCeX BhIPe3aid, TOJIBKO 3TOT MaJlb-
YUK W BBIKHIL

KpecTbsiHe Ha 3TUX clOBax cpa3y MepeMeHWIUCh B JIULE, U
ot Cepres He yIIJIO UX HEPBHOE MIePEIsAbIBAHNAE MEkKTy COOOM.
[Mocne yero oHu cpasy ke Aaau MpouTH, Jaxe ykazaB Cepreio
JOPOTY K MOCTOSITIOMY J1BOpY. TOT B pUHIIUTIIE U TaK OBUT 3aMe-



TEH, IyCTh W TIPEJCTABIISIT M3 ceOsl BCe Ty ke, u30Y, TOJIBKO ro-
pazo OoJIbIlie U C IPUCTPONKON B BUJE CTOWJIA JIJIS JIOIIAICH.
BeicTpo ol ao Hero u 3aias BHYTpb, Ceprent ycaaun Makcu-
Ma Ha CBOOOJIHYIO CKaMelKy, TaK KakK TOT CHJIbHO MOAycTal. A
cam TOILIeN UCKaTh XO35IMHA ABOpA.

[Mowcku, K cYacThio, OKA3aIUCh OBICTPHIMU, BE/Ib TIOBAPEHOK,
kotoporo Ceprer yXBaTWI, KOI/1a TOT HEC €1y OCTOSIIBLIEM JABO-
pa, y3HaB 11eJ1b OTCTYITHUKA, TYT ke MoOeKall B XO3SIMCKYI0 4acTb
aBopa. U ortyna yxe Bblen asiibka fp, Ha BUJI, K CJIIOBY, OH ObLT
OOBIYHBIN KPECThIHCKUI MYXUK O€3 TUIIMYHOTO ISl €r0 Mpo-
(peccun my3a ¥ JBICUHBI CPEIHUX JIET, OHAKO C XUTPBIM OJiec-
KOM B IJIa3ax.

[Moznoposagiuck, Cepreit mocrapaicsi OObSCHUTH CUTYAIHIO
Y [TIOYEMY OH 3/1€Ch C MAJIBYMKOM. XO34MH CIIOKOWHO BBICITyIIAI,
M JaXe, KOrJa OH COOOIIMIT O cyb0Oe JKUTeNel IepeBHI, MHOTHE
U3 KOTOpbIX, Kak Obul yBepeH Cepreil, OblI €My 3HAKOMBI, OH
ocraBaJicsi HeBo3MyTuM. HakoHell, Korja OTCTYITHUK 3aKOHYMIT
pacckas 1 ykasaa Ha Makcuma, XO341H ABOpa KUBHYJI M CKA3aJL:

— 51 moroBopIo C 171aBOIi OOLMHBL, U MbI TPULYMaeM, KyJa ero
IPUCTPOUTD. B IepeBHIO MBI CEro/iHs k€ OTIPABUM JIIOAE 13 Ha-
IIEro cesia, YTOObI TOXOPOHUTH YOMEHHBIX CO BCEMH TIOUECTSIMH,
TI0-YeJIOBEYECKH, BCE-TAKM Y MHOTHX B CeJie ObUTH POIICTBEHHH-
KU B 3TOH AepeBHe. .. DX, Bce HAIESJICA M MOJIUJICS, YTOOBI 3TOT
yac 70 Hac He JIo1Ies. A OHO BOHO KaK BBIIILIO.

—He poiizer. .. Bol 3Haete, KTo 3T0 caienan? — TyT e CIPOCHI
Cepren.



— A TH pa3Be cam He 3Haellb, Thl K€ BEAb OTCTYITHUK? A
BIPOYEM, MaJIO JIH, BUAMMO, TeOs1 JaBHO He ObLIo 1oMa. Bens co-
BCEM HEJABHO TaM, B 3€MJI€ OTCTYITHUKOB, YTO-TO CIIYYUJIOCH. ..
YT0-TO OYEHDb YKACHOE, KAK PACCKA3bIBAIM MHE TOHIIBI [1a MyT-
HUKH, KOTOPBIE Y MEHSI OCTAHOBWJIUCH C MEMKOBUKOB. B 1ycTo-
11ax CJIydasjaach Kakasg-TO KaracTpoda, u3-3a KOTOpOM MHOTUE
OTCTYITHUKH, HAXOAUBIIUKCS TaM B perjie, crunyau. [locie sto-
'O 3eMJIM OTCTYITHUKOB IPOCTO 3aOJIOHW/IN ANKHA OTPEKIINX-
csl, KOTOpble YOMBAIOT U CKUTAlOT BCE HA cBOeM IyTH. Jlymaio,
MOHSITHO, OTKY/1a OHU B3SLJIUCh, — C ITUMM CJIOBAMM XO35IMH JIBO-
pa ¢ ykopom niocMotpelt Ha Cepresi, peObIBaBIIETO B PaCTEPSIH-
HOCTH OT TaKUX HOBOCTEIL.

— Bor 6exna... 1 MHOTO CrMHYJIO OTCTYITHUKOB?

— HewusBecTHO, HO TOBOPAT, YTO OYEHb MHOTO, Pa3 Jaxe J0-
cloa 3a mpeeaaMu CBOer 3eMJI CMOIIIA JOKATUThCS.

Cepreii OT 3TUX CJIOB CUJIBHO ITOMpauHes U ocyHyscs. Ho Tyt
Ke CKazall:

— K cnoBy, Hacyer 3eMM OTCTYMHUKOB. Tak BBHIILIO, YTO S
JIMIIWICS MPAKTUYECKU BCEX CBOMX BEILIEW U JICHET, U MOTOMY
MHE HYKHO CPOYHO B MEIIKOBUKHU.

— XM, HY, OIHOMY U/ITH 51 Obl TeOe HE COBETOBAJL, JOPOTH CEMi-
Jyac HeOe30MacHble, U He TOJIBKO M3-3a OTPEKIIUXCS, B OKpyre
Pa3BeJIoCh MPOCTO HEBEPOSTHOE YKMCIIO Pa30OMHUKOB. be3orac-
Hell Bcero ObLIo Obl MPUOUTHCS K KAKOMY-TO KapaBaHy C OXpa-
HOM. Y MeHs, K CJIOBY, KaK pa3 OCTAaHOBUJICS O/IUH KyTIell, KOTO-
pblil BeIleT KapaBaH, rpy:KeHHbI BUHOM, B MemkoBuku. 51 mory



TeOs1 K HUM IPUCTPOUTD, BE/Ib KyIell — MOW JaBHUN 3HAKOMBIN
¥ TIOMOXET, HO He 3a0eCIUIaTHO.

— Jlener y MeHs HeT, — riiyxo ckasan Ceprei.

— MOXHO pacruiaTuThCsl APYruMm, — SIp yKa3as Ha HarpyIHUK
u kunxai Cepres. — 51 3a 3TM IpeIMeETHI TOTOBOPIOCH, 3aruiavyy
KYTIITy, YTOOBI OH B35 TeOs1 ¢ c000i B MeIKOBUKH.

— Kunxain He otnam, coBceM 0e33alUTHBIM 1 He COOMPAIoCh
OCTaBaTbCsl, HO HATPYIHUK — JIAHO, XOPOILIO, €ro OT/AaM, — YECT-
HO TOBODPsI, ¥ €r0 OH OT/IaBaTh He XOTell, Beb U IleHa sIBHO ObLIa
CWJIBHO 3aj7ioMaHa. Cepreu 3T0 MOHMMAaJI, HO ¥ TOProBaTbCs OH
TOXE HE XOTe.

— DTOro Majio, HO Thl Be[lb OTCTYITHUK, & 3HAYUT MOXEIIb JO-
CTaTh TaM YEpPTOB MOPOIIOK, KPUCTAJIbl UM HEUTO JAPYroe u
LIEHHOE.

— JI7151 3TOTO HYXHO OTIPABUTHCS B PE]] B MYCTOIIb.

— D70 TOXE He MpodyeMa, TYT HeJaJIeKO eCTh U3JI0M, cOera-
elllb Ty B peii]l, JOCTaHelllb, YTO HYXKHO, U s BbIIaM TeOe OuIeT.
Tonbko He TSHU, KapaBaH Be/lb CKOpO yitneT. Jlyuiiero npeasio-
KEHUsI y MEHsI HeT.

— Xopo1110, 10roBOpUJIMCh, — HEOATO Tymas ckazan Cepren,
MOHMMABIINIA, YTO 3TO HEIUIOXOM B €r0 CUTYyalluu BbIXol. — ['ie
3TOT U370M? U 1ail XOTh MHE MEIIIOK, 51 CBOIO CYMKY [IJISI ITyCTO-
1Iei TOKe MOTEePsLL.

— Jla, koHeuHo, nam. Mtak, ciayiai, — 1eJIOBUTO MOTEPEB pyy-
KM Y 3aCBEpKaB IJla3kamMu, SIp ctan oObsSICHATH TOPOTy.

B nieniom 1o onmcanuio U370M ObUT OTHOCUTEIBHO HEAAIeKO



OT ceJia, B yallle MECTHBIX JIECOB, HO 4T0OBI Ceprelo He MpUIIIOCh
IUTyTaTh TIO JIeCy B €ro MoucKax, Sp 0003HaYMI OfivH YeTKU
OPHEHTHP Ha JIOpOre, OT KOTOPOTO HYXKHO ObUIO UATH IPSIMO TIO
Kypcy B 4allly jieca, YToObl BHIATH K U3JI0MYy. B 11e0M Bee mpo-
cro, Cepres GoMblIIe Myrajo To, Kak eMy IpUeTCs ykKe Ha Ipy-
T'OM CTOPOHE U3JIOMA.

3aKOHUYMB pacCcKa3bIBaTh OTCTYITHUKY JIOPOTrY, Sp, Kak u ooe-
IIaJI, BPYYWJI C MOXeNaHueM yaauu Meinok. Cepreii B3suT ero u
niepe]] YX0o[oM Mofomiesa K Makcumy, 3aBepHB, YTO O HEM T03a-
00THTCS, KaKk M 00 OCTAaHKaX ero POJHBIX U 3eMJISKOB B JIEPEB-
He, a X 00IIast Jopora Tenepb pacXoAUTCs. DTa MOCIESTHSSI HO-
BOCTb, ITOXOXkE, paccTponia Mayibunka, Ho Cepreii mocrapasics
He oOpalarh Ha 3TO BHUMaHKs. M OH BIIlIeN U3 BOpa U CTal
WJIM COTJIACHO YKa3aHuAM SIpa, BCKOpe TIOKUHYB CeJlo, TIOCIie Ye-
T, TIPOHJISl IO JOPOTe W YBUECB OPUSHTUP, O KOTOPOM TOBOPHIIT
XO3SIMH JJBOPA, OH MOBEPHYJI BJICBO B ITyOMHY Yallly, Usl TPSIMO,
He cOMBasICh BIPABO WJIM BJIEBO, TaK KaK 9TO OBLIIO BaKHO, MHAYE
OBbI OTCTYITHUK JOJITO TITyTaJ IOTOM B JIeCy.

Ho B xoHIie koHIIOB Cepreii BhIIIe] K MepIiaBIIeMy cepoBa-
THIM CBETOM M3JIOMYy. W mpoIycTHB MOArOTOBKY K peiay, Bce
PaBHO TIpY HEM He OBLIO OOJIBIIIEH YacTH ero CHapsiKeHHs, a To,
910 OBLIO, OBLIO yXke Ha HeM. JIMIbh TOJBKO 3aMepuB BpeMs Ha
Yacax, OH IPOIIIENT Yepe3 M3JIOM U 3aiiesl B MyCTOlIb, I7Ie BIOX-
HYB TaKOTO 3HAKOMOT'O ChIpOro Bo3ayxa, Ceprei, OIIsiIeBIIICH
Y HEe 3aMeTHB KaKOH-JMOO yrpo3bl, XOTes ObUIO JBUHYTHCS Ha
TIOUCKY apTehaKTOB MyCTOIH, KaK C3ay BAPYT YCIIBIIA Yeh-



TO TOJIOC:

— Vx-1o1! Tak BOT Kak BCe 371€Ch BBEIVISIIUT.

B ynuenennn Cepreut pe3ko nosepHyics Hazafa. U ¢ uzymie-
HUEeM OOHapyKWJI 3a CBOEW CIMHOM Makcuma, TOT CTOSUT € OT-
KPBITBIM PTOM, IJIsi/Is1 HA IPEACTABIIYIO MIepe]l HUM BIIEPBbIE ITy-
crouib. B manunke Cepreut TyT ke MOACKOYMI K MAIBYUKY, OUEHD
I'PO3HO TOBOPSI:

— To1 uto 31€CH Nenaenib? Tl BOOOIIE TOHMMAEIIIb, YTO HeJlb-
351 BOT TaK MPOCTO 3aXOAUTh B ITyCTOIIIb HEOTCTYMHUKaM ? Tl MOT
HOTEePATHh CO3HAHUE UM BOOOIIIE COMTH C yMa. .. TaKe yMepeTh, —
Ceprent ctan ocmarpuBarth r1aza Makcuma, He HUIAIUCH JIM OHU
KPOBBIO, HO C HUMH ObLIO BCE HOPMaJILHO, MJTU HE UJIET JIU KPOBb
U3 HOCA, HO BpOJIe Toke He ObLI0. — Thl UyBCTBYeIIb OOJb B TO-
JIOBE, TOJIOBOKPYXKEHHE, TOIIHOTY? — yXke OoJiee CIIOKOIMHO CKa-
3ais1 Ceprei.

— Her, BooO111e HeT, 4yBCTBYIO ceOsl XOPOIIIO, — IMYTJIMBO MPO-
TOBOPUJI MAJTbYMK.

— XM, Moxoxe, y Te0s1 €CTh CTOWKOCTh K BJIMSTHUIO ITYCTOIIIH,
a 9TO 3HAYMT. ..

— Y10 1 MOry CTaTh OTCTYIHUKOM! — PaJJOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI
Makcuwm, nepedbus Cepresi.

—Iloka TOnBKO MOXKEIIb CTaTh U, 0 TBOpel. .. — Cepreu MoHsLI,
YTO TOJIBKO YTO K €ro rnpoodjaemam J00aBUIach €Ie OfHa roJIOB-
Has 6011b. — JIagHO, 06CyAMM TO MOTOM, a Tenephb KUBO 0OPATHO
3a M3JIOM, B TyCTOIIaxX TeOe JienaTh MOKa Hevero, skau MeHs 3a
W3JIOMOM M He B3yMaii 3aX0AuTh 0OpaTHO. Thl MeHS MOHSIT?



Manpuuk XOTeN 4TO-TO BO3pa3uTh, HO 1o Jimiy Cepres 1o-
HSLJT, 9TO 3TO OECCMBICIIEHHO, U C TICUaJTbIO YIIeJl 0OpaTHO B CBOM
mup. A Cepreid, KOraa TOT CKPbLICS B U3JIOME, TAKENIO B3I0XHYII.
[MoctapaBiiych BBIKMHYTh 9TY HOBYIO MPOOJeMy MOKa U3 roJyo-
Bbl, OH TIOIIEJ 1aJIblIe [0 IMYCTOIIX B MMOUCKAX KU C YEPTOBBIM
TIOPOIIIKOM HJIH Yero-To OoJjiee IIEHHOTO.

[MocTeneHHO OH YrITyOMIICS B TEPPUTOPUIO MTYCTOIIH, OTHAKO
Ha I71a3a eMy HAYEro He Monajaaoch, HU MEJIKOU KUJIKU MOPOILI-
Ka, HUYEero, MpU4eM TOT He YJIOB 3aTATMBAJICSI BMECTE CO BpeMe-
HEM, 4TO oueHb HepBupoBaslo Cepres. I B onpenesieHHbI MO-
MEHT OH OCTaHOBWJICSI, OKa3aBIIIMCh B OTPOMHOM TIOJie C OOJb-
IIOM TPaBOW, YTO TaK ke, K CIOBY, MEILIAJIO TIOMCKY BO3MOXHbIX
xui. Y motomy Cepreii cTaj OrisiibIBaThCs, Uilla 6oJiee Mojaxo-
JAIMe MECTO Il TIOUCKOB. [IpMMeTHB OTHOCUTENIBHO HEATIEKO
oT cebs1 HeOOJIbIIIYIO POLILY, PELIUB, YTO TaM IIaHC Ha yioB, Cep-
reil Obu10 cobpasicst uau K Heidl. Ho BApyr 3ameTust, Kak ciieBa u3
POIIM U3 TYMaHA BBIIUIbUT HEKUU CUJTYIT.

VBUIEB €ro, OTCTYIHUK TYT k€ IMPUKAICA K 3€MJIE U 3aTanJI-
Csl Cpe/id TPaBbl, KaK MaykK, U CTajl HaOoaTh, KaKk CUJIY3T BAa-
JIY CTAaHOBWJICS YeTde 1 Onuxke, noka Cepreil HAKOHeI He TIOHSLI,
KTO 310. Yl MM OKa3ascs BcaTHUK, MTpaB/a ¢ HUM ObLIO YTO-TO HE
TaK, ¥ KOT/1a TOT MOJOIIIeN errie Orke, BCe BCTaIo Ha CBOM MECTa.
Benp Tot, koro Cepreii NpuHsLI 3a BCAIHUKA, OKA3JICS HEJTIOIEM
— KUTOBpacoM. JIOCTaTOYHO HENpUsATHAs TBapb, UMEBIIAS BUJL
CYIIECTBA C JIOMAJAUHBIM TOPCOM, HA KOTOPBIM, K CJIOBY, 4acTO
He ObUIO BOOOIIIE KOXKH, JIUIIb KPACHBIE TOJbIE MBIIIIIHI, & BBIIIIE



OBLJIO yXke YeJIOBEUYECKOe TeJIO. Y CYIIECTBa BMECTO KUCTEH ObUIH
JUTMHHBIE ¥ OCTPbIe KOCTHBIE HAPOCTHI, IOXOXHKEe Ha Meuu. Pazy-
MeeTcsl, TAKOW BUJI UMeJIM He BCe KUTOBpachl. Tak, ObLIM M Ta-
K1e, KOTOpbIE MMEJTU 1 JIOUIAJHYIO FOJIOBY, a CaM BCaJHUK pac-
TIOJIATaJICS TaM, T/Ie eMY U TIOJIOKEHO OBbITh, TOJIBKO B OTJIMYUE OT
HOPMAJIbHBIX BCA/IHUKOB, 3TOT OYKBAJIBLHO MPOPACTAIT U3 CIIMHBI
JIOIIA/IM Y HE MMeJT HOT Y Ta3a. .. Mep3KOe U IyTaloIue 3peIHIIe.

W noMHUTCS, Cpeu Jofiei XoaaT OalKu, YTO KUTOBPACH ECTh
U B peasibHOM Mupe. 1 Oyaro Obl MX 4acTo BUIAT Ha TOJSIX Cpa-
JKEHUI WM MeCTax MacluTaOHBIX OE€ICTBUM, B OOILIEM, TaM, I
Noru6J0 MHOTO Hapomy, M JUISl YBUJIEBIIIETO €ro YeIOBeKa 3TO
CUMTAJIOCh KpaiiHe TUIOXOM MPUMETOM M MpPeABECTHUKOM OJv-
JKauIend cMepTu. .. baliku BrieyaTIMTe IbHbIX 3€BaK J1a CTAPUKOB.
OnHaKoO TOT KUTOBpAC, 3a KOTopbM HaOmonan Cepreii, ObLT pe-
aJieH U TPO3WJI eMy OOJIBIIION OMACHOCTBIO.

W mycTh TOT OKa He BUIEN CKpbiBIerocs B TpaBe Cepresi, 3T0
OBbLJIO HEHAJIONTO, U BCKOPE OH, HABEPHSIKA, €r0 yUuyeT W YBU-
aut. HyxHO ObLJ10 ero oTiyrHyTh, 1 Cepreit MoHsII, Kak 3TO cle-
JIath. BBICTPO I0CTaB U3 KapMaHa 3apsif] C YePTOBBIM ITOPOIITKOM
— [0 CYTH, €r0 BTOPOE U MOCJIeJHUE OCTaBIIIEECs MOCIe MPOOyK-
JIeHUsI OPYKHE — OH HEIONTO JyMasi, UCTIONb3Ysl SHEPTHIO ITyCTO-
1, 3aKEr PUTWIL U OPOCHIT 3apsijl MPSIMO KUTOBPACY O[] HO-
ru. [ocne vero cpasy xke pazngasicsi B3psiB. U mycTh OH He yOu
HEJTI0/1s1, OIHAKO CJIeJIall TO, Ha YTO HaJlesyICs OTCTYITHUK — CITYT-
HyJ ero. I kutoBpac mpocro yoexal, K OONbIION pagoCcTh OT-
CTYITHUKA, OOJIETYEHHO BBIIOXHYBIIIETO, Be[b OMACHOCTh MHHO-



BaJja.

A Kor/ia HeJoib OKOHYaTeIbHO CKpbLIcs, Ceprert CHOBA B3sLI-
csl 3a MOMCKHY, HAIIPAaBUBIIKCh K TOH camoil pouie. Y, Buaumo,
y/lada Taku yJblOHyJaach emy, Beab Cepreil Haies Kuiy ¢ yep-
TOBBIM MOPOIIKOM, IPUYeM COMUIHYI0. VI moToMy OH cpasy crai
HAOMBATh MEIIOK WM.

3aKOHYUB C 3TUM, OTCTYIHUK TYT ke TOIIe] 0OpaTHO K M3JI0-
MY, U, K C4aCTbI0, 0OpaTHBIN Iy Th OKA3aJICS YUCT, U OH CBOOOIHO
MpolIes Yepe3 U3JIoM, Ie ero, Kak u ckazan Cepreit, xxaan Mak-
CHM, KOTOPOMY HEJIONTO AyMasi B HaKa3aHWe 32 HeOOLyMaHHBIH
noctynok Cepreil HOpy4mnI1 TalllUTh MEIIOK C YEPTOBBIM MOPOIII-
KOM, BCE PAaBHO OH ObLT HE 0CO0O0 TSKEbIN.

Ho cityunicst pasroBop, kotoporo Cepreii oueHb XoTes Obl 13-
6exarb. Benp, pazymeercsi, Makcum, MOHSIB CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH,
TYT K€ IIPUCeJ eMy Ha YIIU C MPOchOOid B3STh ¢ COOO0I B 3eMJTIO
OTCTYITHUKOB, YTOObI OH CTaJl TAKUM ke, Kak u Cepreil, 4To TOro
He 0c000 panoBano. CaM OH B CBOe BpeMsl MOIIes Ha 3TO, TaK
Kak y HEero mpocto He Obu1o BeiOOpa. [la u cama KU3Hb OTCTYTI-
HUKa He OYeHb PaJIOCTHA, a elle onacHa u kopotka. [lotomy ox
CTaJl bITaTbCSl OTTOBOPUTH MaJIbYMKa.

— INoaymaii xopomio. Thl XOYelllb MOKUHYTbh 3€MJII0 CBOMX
IIPEJKOB, OTLA ¥ MaTepu?

— Hery ux, HU namnel, HI MaMbl, — OOMKEHHO cKa3zain Mak-
CHM, CBEPKHYB IIa3aMH, Ha KOTOPbIE, KaXeTCsl, HAYaJll HaBOPa-
ynBarbes cnés3bl. I Cepreil He 3Has, YTO OTBETUTDH HA 3TO.

— IloBeps, s ofHAXABI TOKUHYJI CBOM JJOM U CTaj OTCTYITHU-



KOM He OT Xopoliei cyap0bl. V1 B HaIllel ;KU3HU HET HUYETO Po-
MaHTUYHOTO, Hallle TPU3BaHUE U Hallle TPOKJIsiThe. MBI 1OCTO-
SIHHO BBIHYXJICHBI TPYIUThCSA U pabOTaTh, OTHPABIATHCS B IMY-
CTOIIIY, KaX/Ibli Pa3 CTaBsl Ha KOH KU3Hb.

MaxkcuMm ocraHoOBUWIICS, YBepeHHO nocmortpen Ha Cepres u
TBEPABIM rOJIOCOM CKa3all:

— Her, npoiiast ’ku3Hp noTepsiHa, U Teriepb MHE JOpora B
OTCTYIHUKH.

Cepreii, yBU/IEB TaKyl0 PEHIMTEIBLHOCTb, CHAICSA U, TPYCTHO
MaxHYB PyKOH, YCTYNUJI-TAaKU MAJIbYUKY.

[Tocne yero Bcio JOpOry /10 IBOpa OHU MOJTYAIU. A YK Korja
OHU 3alllI1, U UX TYT ke BcTpetul Sp, Cepreii cpasy ke Bpy4m
€My MEIIOK U OOBSICHIII CUTYaIio ¢ MakcuMoM, 4To, TOXOXKe,
emy puETcst 3a0path ero ¢ CoO0U B 3eMITIO OTCTYITHHUKOB. SIp He
CTaJl CIIOPUTH U TIPOCTO COTIACUJICS Ha 9TO, 3aMETUB, UTO, YUU-
ThIBasi 0OCTOSITENICTBA, ITO OyAET JYUIIHi 17151 MaJIbuMKa Bapy-
aHT, ¥ J1aB OTMAIIIKY, YTO KyIell yKe KIET UX.

Haxonen Cepreur ¢ MakcHMOM yke IOIIM K KYTILy, KOTOPBII
KaK pa3 TOTOBWICA K OTHE3[Yy CO JIBOpa M TOTOBUJ KapaBaH K
J0pore, OT/AaBasi CBOMM JIIOASAM MpHUKa3bl 00 oTbe3ae. Cam oH, K
CJIOBY, ObUT COJTMTHBINA HE CUIILHO TOJICTBIN, HO KPYITHBIH, C O0JTb-
IIOM PaCTUTENILHOCTBIO Ha JIMIIE U TPYCTHBIMU CEPHIMU TJIA3aMHU.
Ar1oT 00pa3 MpeKpacHO JIOMONHSUIA OOraTto pacHmMThiii KadTaH
na nucroner Ha nosice. Kynet, B cBoto ouepenp 3aBuzaes Cepres,
TIOIJIA/IMB CBOU POCKOIIIHBIE YCBI ¥ OOPOILY, TPOTOBOPHLL:

— Tak 310 THI... XM, TOUHEE, BbI, T€ 3aMIIbl, O KOTOPbIX MHE



roBopu1 SIp? — ¢ 3TUMHU CJIOBAMHU KYTIEI] MHOTO3HAYUTENILHO IJI51-
HyJ1 Ha Makcuma.

— BepHo, HO KO€-4TO U3MEHUJIOCh, CO MHOM MOEJIET ITOT Ma-
Jlell, oriaTa, pa3yMeercsl, U 3a Hero Toxe Oyner, — OObsICHUI
Cepreii, IPOTSIHYB KOILEJb C AEHbraMH, KOTOPBIN KYIEl MUTOM
B3sUT U, OBICTPO MOCYMTAB BCE MOHETHI, OIOOPUTESIHHO KUBHYIL.
VYkazaB pykou Ha MOCJIEAHIO MMOBO3KY, OH CKa3aJ:

— XopoI110, rpy3UTeCh B TPETHIO NOBO3KY, TaM KaK pa3 €cTh
MecTedko. HeMHOro nmpuaércst moTecCHUThCsI, HO U jopora oyaer
HE CJIMIIKOM JIOrou. BripoueM, Thl 1 cam 00 3TOM 3Haelllb.

OTCTYynHUK KMBHYJ U ¢ MakCMMOM HaripaBuJICs K TOW cCaMOu
MOBO3KE, B KOTOPOH MecTa mpaBaa ObUIO HE MHOTO, BCE MPO-
CTPAHCTBO 3aHMMAaJl TOBAp, Ha KPato c3a/11 ObUIO JIMIITh HEMHOTO
HE 3aHATOr0 MECTa, KOTOPOro, OIHAKO, XBATUJIO HA JIBYX JIIOJICH.
B konuie koHoB Cepreid 1 Makcum CMOIJIM Pa3MECTUThCS MaK-
cruMasbHO KoMGopTHO 1isi cedsi. U korga Bce MpUrotoBJieHust
OBbLITM 3aKOHYEHBI, a JTIOIU B cOOpe, KapaBaH OTIPABUJICS B MYTb.



I'maBa 2

VBHI, HO, Kak U npeanoinaran Cepreid, Makcum MpocToO CTa
YTOMJISITH €T0 MOPEM BOIIPOCOB BO BpeMsI UX MyTH 10 Memiko-
BUKOB. B OCHOBHOM OHHM, pasymeeTcsl, KacaJMcCh OTCTYITHUKOB.
K npumepy, oqHaX b1 eMY CTaJI0O HHTEPECHO, KaK CKOPO OH CMO-
KET WJTU B peiibl B mycTory. M 4To mo3adaBuiio OTCTYITHUKA,
MaJIbUMK CEPhE3HO JyMaJl, YTO KaK TOJIBKO OH IOMA/IET B 3eMJTIO
OTCTYITHUKOB, TYT kK¢ HAYHET XOOUTh B periapl. B atom Cepreit
€ro cpazy pa3ouyapoBall.

— HukTo TeOs B mycToIb Imyckath He OyneT, Thl He JyMai.
BHauase Te0s ket neprion 00y4YeHusl, ¥ Ha TIEPBBIX MMOpax Thl
Ja’ke U3JI0M BUJETh HE Oy/Ielllb.

— A dro0 g Torma 6yny nenatb?

— Yuuthbes, K BaM MPHUCTaBAT MacTepa — OYeHb OMBITHOTO U
MOBHU/IABIIIEro MUp OTCTyrmHUKA. OH ke 00y4YHT Bac IrpaMOTHO-
CTU... ¥ TBl HE MOPIIKCH, 3TO TeOe MPUTOINTCS, Beb €CITU ThI
TaKW CTaHelllb OTCTYMHHUKOM, TeOe AaayT AoKymeHT, — Cepreit
BBITAIIIJI CBOM U, pa3BepHYB ero, otaadl Makcumy. ToT ocMOT-
peJ1 ero BHUMATENILHO U, pa3yMeeTcsl, HIUero He TOHSLI.

— A 470 TYT Hanuca”o?

— Uro Bnagenen atoil Oymaru, Cepreii ['puH, siBisiercs 3a-
KOHHBIM OTCTYITHMKOM Ha CIyXOe Iaps U OTe4yecTBa, JaBIIUM
IpUCATY, U TaK Jajiee, a TakKe YTO TPOraTh €ro U MPUUIUHSITD
Kakou-M00 Bpe[ HanomoOue CKUraHMs Ha KOCTpe CakaHWs Ha



KOJI OTpYOaHHM I TOJIOBHI KEM-JTMOO0 HEJTb3s1 M HAKa3bIBAETCS 3aKO-
HOM, B POTHBHOM CJTy4Yae Ha MPOBUHUBIIETOCS OOPYIITUTCS TO-
cyaapcTBeHHas kapa. B o0iiem, ouenb nosesnas Oymaxka. Kpo-
Me Hee, rpamoTa Tebe MOHAA00UTCS elle /171 MHOKECTBA BelleH.
K nipumepy, 4ToOB IPOUUTATH KOIEKC OTCTYITHUKOB. ThI CIIBIIIAI
O HEM WJIM HeT.

MaJibuuK OTpULIATEeSIbHO MOKaYaJl TOJIOBOM.

— 310 Takas yueOHasi 3aKOHOJATeNIbHASI KHUTa, CO3[JaHHAas Ha-
CTOSIIIMM JIETE€H/ION — MepBBIM OTCTYITHUKOM. B Helt ecTh cOop-
HUK 3aKOHOB ISl OTCTYITHUKOB, B KOTOPBIX TOBOPUTCSI, YTO OH
JOJDKEH JiesiaTh, YTO — HET, KaKOB €ro JOJT W OOSI3aHHOCTH,
a TaKke ero mpaBa M BOOOIIE B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUSI C MUPOM. ..
Takke TaMm ecTh yueOHasl 4yacTh, PacCKa3bIBaOIIasi 00 U3JIoMax,
MYCTOIIAX, HEMIOMSIX, apTedakTax, YepTOBOM MOPOIIKE U TaK Ja-
nee. [lymaro, Tebst 310 3auHTepecyeT. Hy v mo3HaBaTesbHbIN pa3-
JieJ1, KOTOPbIA TOBOPUT 00 UCTOPUU OTCTYITHUKOB, TaM Thl y3Ha-
elllb PO TO, KaK BCE HAUYMHAJIOCh, B YACTHOCTU, UCTOPUU TIPO
TOr0 CaMOro MepPBOro OTCTYNMHUKA — PUIIMHA, KOTOPbIA BMECTE
¢ onHUM U3 KymioB CTPOraHOBBIX U OCHOBAJI OTCTYITHUYECTBO
KaK TakOBO€, ITOT pa3/iell IpaBJa KOPOTKUI, HE BOJIHYICS, BCe-
TaKy Hallla UCTOPUSI HE HACUUTHIBAET U COTHM JIET.

— VX TbI! — B BOCXMIIIEHUM BOCKJIMKHYJ MakcuM.

— Eme kak, Tak 4to rpaMoty tede MpuaETCcsl OCBOUTH, Hpa-
BUTCs TeOE 3TO WM HeT.

— Hy-y-y xoporo... — podko cornacuicss Makcum. — A 49t1o
OyzieT yxe mocie o0yueHus?



— Ilocne mepuona oOyuyeHUs MOWIET MPAKTUKA, BAC HAYHYT
3HAKOMMUTb C ITyCTOIIIAMU MO IPUCMOTPOM BCE TOT'O JKE MacTepa,
pasymeetcs. He BosHylics, MOMHOLIEHHBIE PEHIbl BAM HE cpas3y
ycrposT. Tak, Bac cHayasa HAuHYT MPOBOAUTH Yepe3 W3JIOMBI,
YTOOBI TIOHSATh, TOTOB JIM Balll OpraHu3M WM HeT. [Torom Hau-
HYTCS1 KOPOTKHE MIPOTYJIKU PSIIOM ¢ u31oMoM. M HakoHell uepe3
HEKOTOpOE BpeMsI Bbl HAUHETE XOIUTh B HEOOJIbIIIUE PEIbl, B XO-
Jie KOTOPBIX BbI JAakKe, MOXKET, YTO-TO OyJeTe HaXOAUTh: HeOOb-
MK KUJIKA YEPTOBOT'O IMOPOINKA, KPUCTAJIIBI UJIU JIPYTUE apTe-
(bakThl, uTO OymeT BechbMa KCTaTH, Belb AEHBIH, TIOITyUCHHBIE C
9TUX apTedaKkToB, MOUIYT HA TO, YTOOBI BHI CMOIJIM KYITUTh Oa-
30BYIO SKUTTUPOBKY U OJCKIY.

— 3HauuT, y MeHs Oyer 1enas cabisi ¢ UCTOJNETOM, — MeY-
TaTeJIbHO CKa3al MakcuM, CJIOBHO MPEBKYIIIasi STOT MOMEHT.

— Ornectpen — Belllb JOporasi, 1 Ha Hee HYKHBI OOJIbIlIue
cpezacTBa... BHauasne cBoel AesiTeIbHOCTH Thl Oy/IeIib 0OXOIUTh-
sl YeM-TO MPOCThIM. MHe, K TpUMepy, C JIMXBOW XBaTaJlo YeKa-
Ha, XOTs 5 ¥ 33/IyMbIBAJICSI HAJ] TEM, YTOOBI IPUKYIUTh MYIIIKE-
ToH, — Cepreil Ha 3TUX CJIOBaX rPyCTHO B3JOXHYJ. — M-1a, Tak
BOT, M HAKOHEI [TOCJIe BCETO 3TOro Meproa Thl CTAHEIIb OTCTYTI-
HUKOM, U TeOe BBIIAAYT COOTBETCTBYIOIIME TOKyMeHThl. Ho He
JyMaid, 94To Tenepb Thl CBOOOIEH: KX Iblil Ce30H ThI OyIelh 00sI-
3aH BBITIOJIHATH HOPMY.

— Hopwma. .. 310 uTO-TO BpOIe oOpoka?

— Ila, B HeKoTOpOM poje. Thl Beib OTCTYITHUK Ha ciIyxk0e 11a-
psi, y TeOsl eCTh OOSI3aHHOCTH, Y BBITIOIHSITH HOPMY — TJIaBHASI U3



Hux. Ee cyTh B TOM, 4TO pa3 B rof, TOYHEH, CE30H Thl OyAellb
coOMpaTh ONpeieNIeHHOE KOMMUYECTBO YePTOBOTO MOPOIIIKA — Ca-
MOTO LIEHHOT'0, YTO €CTh B ITCTOIIIN, UCXO/ISl U3 €r0 KOJIMYECTBA U
CBOWICTB, U c/1aBaTh €ro CTpOoraHoBbIM, KOTOPBIE B CBOIO OUYEpE/lb
otrpasaT ero HoB3ropos 1apio, a OTTyAa ero yxe pacupeaessrt
10 Hy>KJaM Bcer apMun. KoHeuHo, ecThb ellle BapuaHT, YTO BMe-
CTO HOPMBI Y€PTOBOTO MOPOIIIKA, €CJIM Thl HE CMOT ee coOparh,
Thl MOKEIlIb 3aIUIATUTh YEKAHHOW MOHETOM, CKOJIbKO CTOMT 3Ta
HOpMa, a 9TO HeMaJIeHbKUE JIeHbI'M. B mpoTuBHOM ciyyae, eciu
ThI HE BBIITOJIHUILIb HOPMY WJIM HE 3aIUIaTHIIb 10 €€ CTOUMOCTH,
TO TeOsl JIUIIAT CTaTyca OTCTYITHHWKA, 3a0paB JOKYMEHTHI, BCEX
MPUBWIETMI U CAMOE IJIABHOE — I'OCYJapCTBEHHOM 3allUThl. A
TIOCKOJIbKY BOJIBHOE OTCTYITHUYECTBO O[] 3aIPETOM, TO TeOst Oy-
JeT XJaTh BUCEIMIA. Tak 4TO MMEH 3TO B BUIY, KPOME TOTO,
YTO, BECbMa BEPOSATHO, Thl MOXEIIIb YMEPETh B IIYCTOLIM OT JIaIl
KaKOro-HUOyIb HEJOs WK Jaxe 3a e€ mpenesiaMu OT PyK JIH-
XOro Hapoja, 1 3TO J1aJIeKO HE BCE BapUaHThl BOBMOXXHOU CMEP-
TH, KOTOPBIE MOTYT TeOs1 HACTUTHYTh. Tak 4To CTO pa3 mogyman,
HYKHO JIM 3TO TeOe.

Opnnako Makcuma Takoe npeaynpeskaeHue HUKaK He BIlevar-
JIMJI0. A paccipochl CTIM MPOUCXOAUTS ernle vaiie. M, yectHo
rosops, Cepreu CITyCTs apy JIHEH YXKeE €Jie BBIACPKUBAT UX, HO
TYT MaKkcuM OTBJIEKCS OT BOIIPOCOB, €M0 BHUMAaHUE MOJIHOCTBIO
3aXBaTUJIO KOE-YTO JPYroe.

A MMEHHO Tak Ha3bIBaeMbIi OOOPOBBIA OpPOI — OrPOMHBIN
MOCT, coeauHsAIIMN 3eMan Hos3ropaa ¢ 3emien OTCTYITHUKOB



U SIBJISTIOLIMIACS TIO CYTU €JUHCTBEHHOM TaKOW MepenpaBoil, Bellb
3eMJI OTCTYITHUKOB TTOJTHOCTBIO OTMOAIOT JIBE KPYITHBIE PEKH,
YTO JIelaeT UX MPAKTHUECKU OTPE3aHHBIMU OT 1[ApCTBAa, M STOT
MOCT, €CJTi He CUMTaTh Nepenpanbl Ha Tuiotax B O3epcke, equH-
CTBEHHOe, UTO uX coenuHseT. Kpome cBoero pasmepa, 606po-
BBIi1 Opof ObLT MpHIMEYaTeNIeH IBYMsI OAallTHSIM 110 OIHOM Ha Kak-
JIOM KOHIIe Oepera, B HUX pacIiojiarajivch MOCThl PATHUKOB, KOH-
TPOJIMPOBABIIMX MPOXOI B 3€MJIM OTCTYIHUKOB, YTOObI HUKTO
MOCTOPOHHUH Clofla He ToTaJl.

Takoii BOT Opof, U HEYAWMBUTEIBLHO, YTO MIPOCTOTO KPECThsTH-
CKOT0 MaJIb4MKa, MaJiOo YTO BHJCBIIETO B KW3HH, KPOME CBOEH
JePEeBHU, STOT MOCT 3aBJIEK TaK, YTO OH U BOCTOP;KEHHBIH B3IV
He Mor oTtopBaTh. Ceprelo ke OblJI0 BCe PaBHO: OH BHUJIEN STOT
MOCT OUYEHb 9acCTO, XOTSI M C MPOHKEH Mpo ceOsi 3aMeTwI, 4To y
Hero OblJTa POBHO TaKasl jKe peaKIys, KOIjia OH eIlle MaJTbuYuKOM
B MEPBbII pa3 MpUObLT K 3TOMY MOCTY, YTOO POHUKHYTh B 3€M-
JII0 OTCTYITHUKOB M CTaTh T€M, KTO OH ceituac. B moOom ciyuae
OTCTYIHUK OBUI paji, YTO OH CKOpo OyIeT B cBOew 3emJie u Mer-
KOBMKaX, a Takxke 4To MakcuM Tepectayl Ha Bpemsl JOHUMAaTh
€ro paccrpocamu, yBJIEKIIUCh OPOIOM.

Ho mMocT Heponro ocraBasicsi BO IIaBe €ro BHUMAaHUS, BElb
BCKOpPE K MOCTY TMOJOIIIIa KOJIOHHA KeJIE3HOTO MOJIKa YMCIeHHO-
CTBIO IJIE-TO B IIATHCOT BOMHOB. V3-32 HUX KapaBaHy KyIIIia IPH-
IJIOCh MOAOKAATh B CTOPOHE, YTOOBI MIPOMYCTUTH cofjiaT. Yrto
Makcumy OBLJIO TOJIBKO B PaIOCTh, U C BOCXUILIEHUEM OH Haval
OyKBaJIbHO TIOKUPATh B3MJISJIOM IPOXOAMBIINX MHMO HETO BOM-



HOB ITOJIKA B JKeJIE3HBIX MaHIMPSIX U [UIEMaXx, C CaOJIsIMU, KOTIbsI-
MU CO 3HaMeHamu rpudoHa, repoa mapcTBa U JMYHO [APCTBYIO-
el TUHACTUH, IIUTAMU, KPEMHEBBIMU PYXbSIMHU U O€pIIBIIIAMHU.
Opnako Cepreit ObUT He 0CO00 paj UX BUIETh IO OJHON OYEHb
BECKOM TTPUYMHE.

— WnTepecHo, Kyaa OHU MIYT? — CIIPOCKII MPeObIBABIIMI B
BocTOpre Makcum.

— B Kénynu, Ha momoiilb rapHU30HY, — MpayHo oTBeTu1 Cep-
ref, MpUIUIO BpeMsi OTOMBATh OYEPETHYIO aTaKy MEPTBEIIOB.

MakcuM, yCiblIlaB 310, pa3yMeeTcs, TYT ke 3aX0TeNl YTO-TO
cripocuth. Ho 3amath Bonpoc eMy rnomeniai pe3Kkuii 3ByK Tpyo,
Y BOMIHBI 3arlejiv NMOXOJHYIO MECHIO, KaKETCs, PO CJIaBHBIE T1O-
XO[Ipl Ha I0ra TPOTUB KOYEBHUKOB, PATHBIE MOJBUTY U MTOYETHbIE
Tpodeit. Manpurk ObUT B BOCTOPre M JIa)Ke cCaM CTaJl HareBaTh,
yemy Cepreii, pa3yMeeTcs, He Mellal.

W ¢ 310 NeCHbI0 BOMHBI KEJE3HOTO MOJIKAa B UTOTe MPOIILIH
Jyepe3 MOCT, OCBOOOIUB MyTh, M KapaBaH Terepb MOT TBUHYTb
JaJibilie, TipaB/ia Hy’)KHO OBUIO ele MPOUTH JOCMOTp. PaTtHukwy,
OXpaHsIBILIME MEPENpaBy, Cpa3y y3HAIM KyIla, U MOTOMY Kapa-
BaH, KakK M JIIoJIe Kyriia He 0co00 JOCMaTpUBAIU — TaK, OTJIsIe-
JI 11 TAJIOYKHU, U BCE. DTO, MPaBia, HE PaCpOCTPAHSIIOCh Ha
Cepres, HO OH Cpa3y ke IPEeJOCTaBUJI I'PaMoTy, a HacueT Makcu-
Ma MPOSICHUIT, YTO TO HOBBI MOJIOTHSK U OyIyIIUi OTCTYITHUK,
YCTOMYMBBIN K IMyCTOIIM — ITUX OOBSICHEHUI XBATHIIO CONJIATY.

HaxkoHen ux mpomnycTusu, 1, Mporas Mo MOCTY, KapaBaH OKa-
3aJICA B 3eMJIe OTCTYITHUKOB, yeMy Ceprer OKa3ajics O4eHb pajl,



HAKOHEIl OKAa3aBIIUCh B CBOUX KpasX. ITOT (paKT HEMHOTO MOJI-
CJIaCTWJI YHBLUJIOE JBUKEHHE KapaBaHA W MOCTOSIHHBIE BOIPOCHI
MaJIbUMIIKH, B YACTHOCTU, O HEKOeM rapHusone Kenynen, o Ko-
TOPOM OH y3HaJs paHee. OT 3TuX BorpocoB Cepreil Hayas yxe
KMITATUTBCS U eJie uX BeiaepkuBajl. Ho Bce ke cnepxkuBai cedst,
KaK HU KpyTH, Makcum ObUT ITPOCTO JIIOOOTIBITHBIM MJTBUUKOM,
¥ eMYy T0JIe3HO Oy/eT y3HaTh OOO0JIbIIEe 00 OTCTYITHUYECTBE, Ya-
CTbIO KOTOPOT'O OH XOYEeT CTaTh.

— A 4TO 3a rapHU30H? ITO KAKKE-TO COJJAATHI, KAK TE, UTO
IIPOLUIM Yepe3 MOCT?

— Dr0 Takast ocodas rpyImna OTCTYyITHUKOB, €CJIU MO-TTPOCTO-
My.

— Tak cymecTByOT enie, KpoMe TaKUX, KaK Thl?

— Jla, BCEro MOXHO BBIAEIUTH MPOCTBIX OTCTYITHUKOB — 3TO
OOJIBIIIMHCTBO, K HUM OTHOIITYCh B TOM 4HCIie U 5. Mbl CKUTaeM-
csl TIO CBOEW 3emMJie, HO MHOTJja OKa3blBaeMcsl 3a ee MpeaesaMmu
— MeeM OOSI3aHHOCTHY B BUIe JOOBIYM U3 MYCTOIIEH YEPTOBOTO
MOPOIIIKa. BTOpblE — 3TO OXOTHUKH, UX CIIENUATN3ALMs — OXOTa
Ha HeJTo/Iel, OYeHb CIJIOKHOE U ONTACHOE PEeMECIIo, CKaxy s Tede.
OHU BBINOJIHSIOT HOPMY YEPTOBOTO MOPOIIKA, HO Ky/la MEHbIIIE.
Crepymoniye — 3T0 yHOMSIHYTHIE TOOOU rapHu30H JKenynei, ux
HACUMTHIBACTCSI HEe OOJIBIIIE CTa, U OTCTYITHUKAMU X MOXHO Ha-
3BaTh C HATSKKOM. B 11€JI0M y HUX €CTh TOJIBKO OfIHA 3ajaya —
CJIEIUTH 32 BEJIMKUMHU TOISIMU 1 OTOMBAaTh aTaky *KUBBIX MEPT-
BEIIOB, KOTOPbIE UAYT BCET/la U3 STUX TOIEN — KaKAbIA rofl OMUH
pa3 ocenblo. K OBy, UMEHHO K HUM Ha IMOMOIIIb IIUIA MTPOIIE/I-



1K€ TOJbKO YTO MUMO HAC BOWHBI Xkejie3Horo noska. Hy u cameie
MAaJIOYHCIIEHHBIE — 9TO COTHUKH, UMU MOT'YT CTaTh TOJIBKO OYE€Hb
OIBITHBIE OTCTYITHUKH, OKUBIINAE A0 COMUIHBIX JieT. OHu 3a-
HUMAIOTCS XO3MCTBEHHBIMU 1 OPraHU3al[MIOHHBIMU BOIIPOCAMHU.
W3 rnaB Bcex MepevrclieHHbIX HAKOHEI] U BRIOMpAeTcsl ToJIoBa —
39TO IV1aBa BCEX OTCTYITHUKOB, KTO-TO BPOJE BOEBObI, YIIPABJIA-
IOLLIETO BCEW HALLEU 3eMJIEN U TOBOPSILIETO OT €€ UMEHH.

— XM, KeM ke 51 CTaHy U3 HUX B Oyayiiem? — MeuTaTeIbHO
poroBopus1 Makcum, CIOBHO 3TO YK€ CBEPIIMBIIMICS (DAKT.

— EcTb eme no tem niy MHBIM IPUYKAHAM YILIEAINE B OTCTaB-
Ky, 9TO, KaK MpaBuIIo, JIMOO BO3PACT, JIMOO CHJIbHBIC YBEUbS, U
MOJIOHSIK, KOTOPBIH ellle TOJIbKO 00y4aeTcst TOMY, YTOObI CTaTh
orcTtynHUKOM. Hy 1 HeKoTopoe 4KcIio JiioAen, HUKaK He CBSI3aH-
HBIX C ITyCTOUIBbIO, HO YCTOMYMBBIX K HEW. DTO BCE OCTaJIbHBIC
JIIO/IA, KOTOpBIE KUBYT B 3eMJI€ OTCTYITHUKOB. HO HMKTO U3 3THX
JII0/IEN OTCTYITHUKAMU HE CUMTAETCH.

—To ecTb 4, IO CyTH, OTHOIIYCh K TAKUM JIIOASM?

— Bepno. Hy u, kpome TOro, 4to s Nepeynciini, ecTb elle u,
CKa)€M TaK, OTCTYITHUKH BHE 3aKOHA.

— Pa3Be ectb 1 Takue?

— Pazymeercs. D10 mpexae Bcero orpekimecs... Oemomna-
'Y, KOTOpPBIE paHbllie ObUTH MPOCTBIMH OTCTYITHUKAMH, HO M3-3a
BJIMSIHUSA ITCTOIIX CO BpEMEHEM (OHU CYIIECTBYIOT CTOJIBKO K€,
CKOJIbKO OTCTYITHUKH) OHM CTaJIU OZIEPKUMBI €10; C 3TUM K HUM
MpUIIUIA Y1 HEHABUCTh K CBOEMY POIHOMY MUpY U K JIOISIM, B
TOM YHCJIE U K HaM, U TIPY CTOJIKHOBEHUY OHM BCET/IA CTPEMATCS



youBath Hac. Camu 1o cebe OHM, KaK MPaBUJIO, OMUHOYKH, HO
BCTpeYaloTcs U 1iesible 6aH/Ibl. TBOIO JIEpeBHI0 pa30pHIIM UMEH-
HO OTpeKInuecs... I CMHIUKaT — 3TO yXKe liesiasi TPyIiupoBKa
BpaXJeOHBIX K HAM OTCTYIHHMKOB, MOSIBUBIIASICS Tapy JieT Ha-
3a71. Camu 110 ceOe OHM OOBIYHBIE JIIOAM HE TaKMe KaK OTPEKIIH-
€csl, TOJIbKO He3aBMCUMBbIE OT I1apsi, JICUCTBYIOIIHE CaMu 110 cebe
Y OUYCHBb BpaXKJeOHbIe K HaM. Mbl He 3HaeM, KTO PYKOBOJIUT UMM,
KTO CHaOKaeT, 1a ¥ BOOOIIE KTO OCHOBAJI ¢, OJJHAKO OHU OUYEHb
poeCCHOHAIBHBI K XOPOIIIO BOOPYKEHBI. DTO, B OOIIIEM-TO, 1
BCE OTCTYITHHUKHU.

— VX, a ObITh OXOTHMKOM, HaBepHOE, 370pOBO. [1OCTOSHHO
OXOTHTBCA U YOUBATh BCAKUX MOHCTPOB, KaK OOTaThIph U3 CKa3-
KU, — MEUTATEeNIbHO BOCKJIMKHYJ Makcum.

— Ecnu cranenib, — 6eCKOMIIPOMUCCHO MepedrT ero MeuTaHHsI
Ceprent, uTO, KaxkeTcs, 3a/1eJI0 MaJIburKa, U OH HayaJl IOHUMATh,
YTO TOT HE XOUET, YTOOBI OH ObUT OTCTYITHUKOM. V1 OH 0OMAYMBO
cKazal:

— [Touemy THI TaKk He XOYellb, YTOOBI 5T UM CTaJ?

— [loromy 4TO B HaIIEl KM3HU HET HUYETO POMAHTUYHOTO.
DTO HE CKa3Ka, a CypoBasi peaJibHOCTh, B KOTOPOM €CTh TOJBKO
TIOCTOSTHHBIN TPy U OopbOa 3a cBoe cylecTBOBaHWe. BoT uTo
3HAUUT OTCTYITHUIECTBO, U IIOUEMY 51 €r0 HUKOMY He JKeJalo.

— Ho Tbl e Taku cTaji uM, Kak ¥ MHOXECTBO JPYTHX JIOJCH. . .
— apryMeHTHPOBAHHO CKa3aJl MAJIbUMK. — A Kak BOOOIIIE ThI CTaJl
OTCTYITHUKOM ?

— I cran UM, IOTOMY YTO JKU3Hb HE OCTaBHWJIA MHE BHIOODA.



Ha, mycTolb 1711 MeHsI — BCe, U s PEIINJI CBSI3aTh ee ¢ COOOM Ha-
Bceraa. Ho moBeps, ecim Obl y MeHs1 ObUT IIAHC Ha HOBYIO, Oosiee
JIy4IIYIO )U3Hb, 51 Obl BBIOpaJ UMEHHO €ro.

[Mocne THUX CIOB MaJIbUUK, KaKETCs, OCO3HABasl, YTO ObLIa
noziHsATa OonbHast ast Ceprest Tema, 3aTUX, MPEKPATUB PACCIPO-
col. Cepreii B CBOIO Ouepesib yies B cedsl, pa3ayMbiBast Hajl CBO-
UM IPOILIbIM, B KOTOPBIX ObLJIO Majio XOPOILEro, 0COOEHHO 10
ero orcrynauyectsa. Ho pasroBop ¢ MakcumMoMm 3actaBuil €ro
MO/lyMaTh: a 4YTO, eci Obl OH JEWCTBUTEIHHO BBIOpAJ Jpyrou
MyTh, HE CTaB JEJIaTh TO, YTO OH COTBOPUJI CO CBOEU CEMbEH. ..
a MOCTYNWI UHaUe. DTa MBICITb: «A YTO, €CJIU. ..» KPEIKO 3aXBa-
TWJIA Pa3yM OTCTYITHUKA.

A MexJy TeM BpeMsi HEYKJIOHHO IO K Bedepy, U KYyIel|
KPUKHYJI CBOUM Ky4yepaM U OXpaHe, YTO CKOpPO KapaBaH MOBEp-
HET C JIOPOTY Ha OJHY TOJISIHY, Ha KOTOPOU OHU pa300bIOT Jiarephb
JUISl OTJIbIXa M HOYEBKU. DTa HOBOCTbh OU€Hb Booayienmiia Cep-
resi, U OH C YIOEHUEM CTaJl OKUJATh TPSIYILEr0 CHA U OTJbIXa
OT CHUJIbHO YTOMMBILIETO €ro Mayibuuka. [Ipruem oH Tak yBieKkcs
STUMU MBICIISIMU, YTO HE Cpa3y 3aMeTHJI, YTO BIEepeIu Ha Jopore
MYTh KapaBaHy BIPYT NEPEropoauIO YIaBIlIUE IEPEBO.

Ho kaxk Tosbk0 yBHUIEN 3TO, KOT1a KapaBaH ocraHoBuiics, Cep-
reii cpasy ke 3a0eCIOKOMIICS U CTaJl OTJISABIBATHCS IO CTOPOHAM,
OCO3HaBas, K YeMy 3T0 MOXeT ObiTh. OIHAKO, MOXKET, 9TO BCe-Ta-
KU CIIy4allHOCTb, U AEPEBO YHAJIO MO €CTECTBEHHBIM MPUYMHAM:
U3-3a CTApOCTHU WK BeTpa, K npumepy. [lo kpaiineint mepe, Cep-
reil Ha 9TO Ha/IesJICs, HO MPU 9TOM CTaB HAIIPSKEHHO O3UPaThCs



MO0 CTOPOHAM M BBITAIllUB CBOW KUHXkaJl. Takoe ke HaCTpOoeHue
OBLJIO M y BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX B KapaBaHe, M BCe ObUIM B HAIPSIKEH-
HOM OkujaHud. HakoHell B OMH MOMEHT K JIepeBYy HallpaBuII-
Cs1 OIUH U3 OXPaHHUKOB, TOT, JOMAS 10 HETO U OCMOTPEB, BAPYT
YTO-TO KPUKHYI.

Ho uto umenno, Cepren He pacciblal, Beb BAPYT pa3aaJics
BBICTPEJI, ¥ OJVH U3 BCAJJHUKOB-OXPAHHUKOB YTIaJl C JIOIIAIH 3a-
MeptBo. Ilocne yero, cI0BHO HE AaBask OIIOMHUTHCS HUKOMY U3
KapaBaHa, KTO-TO CTaJl U3/1aBaTh Pe3KUi CBUCT. VI ¢ BO3BBIIIEH-
HOCTH C [TPaBOil CTOPOHBI IOPOTH MOJIETENN YXKE CTPEJIb, OIHA U3
KOTOPBIX Cpa3y Iomnajia B oqHoro kydyepa. A Ceprel nocrenvi
CrpsITaTh OT cTpen cedst 1 Makcuma, CKpBIBIIUCH Cpeii O0YeK U
MPUKABILUCh KO JHY MOBO3KH, YTO OKA3aJI0Ch BOBPEMSI, TAK Kak
OfIHa CTpeJia TMomaia psioM ¢ HIM B OOYKY POBHO B TO MECTO,
Ha KOTOPOM ObUT OTCTYITHUMK Mapy MUHYT Ha3aj. B 3ToT MOMeHT
MakcuMm, BUAMMO, 3alIaHUKOBAB, UyTh HE BCKOUMJI HA HOTU U HE
yOexas HayTeK, 9To, K cuacTbio, Cepreii cpasy Mmpecek, ylepxkas
ero 3a 00YKaMu B O€30IMaCHOCTH U IPUKPBIB COOOM, CTPOTO MPH
TOM MPOrOBOPHUB:

— He BbicOBBIBaiICS U CUAU TUXO.

Cawm xe Cepreit OCTOPOKHO KpaeM rjia3a IsHyJ u3-3a O0UKU
Ha BO3BBIIIIEHHOCTb, C KOTOPOH U 11es1 00cTpest. Tam oH 3aMeTnn
Cpeny JepeBbeB, KaK JBUTAIOTCS Mapa KyCTOB, U3-3a KOTOPHIX B
KapaBaH JIeTeJIM CTpeJibl. Tak MpooKaloch Iie-T0 MUHYTY, U
HaKoHell oOcTpen mpekpatuiics. U moiuia riaBHas aTaka JIecsiT-
Ka JIofiel, MOX0KUX Ha KPECTbsIH, HO BOOPYKEHHBIX YEM MOMa-



JI0, B OCHOBHOM 3TO OBUIM TOTIOPHI, JYOUHBI, OOUTBIE KEIE30M,
pOraTuHBI ¥ IpyOO0 CIeJIaHHBIE IUTHL. BBICTPBIM OEroM OHM CTa-
JIM CITyCKaThCs C XonMa K KapasaHy. M Cepreit oco3HaI, 4To 3TO
ObUTH Pa30OHUKMU.

— K 6010! — mpokpuyat Kyrmeil, OroJuBIIMi cabiio U TPUroTo-
BuBIIMI nuctoseT. Cepreil e HeJJOBOJIBHO MOAyMaJT Mpo ceds,
YTO €My JIETKO TOBOPUTb, BE/lb Y HETO U €ro OXPaHbl €CTh OpY-
KUe, a y OTCTYITHUKA TOJIBKO HECYACTHBIA KMHXKaJ, 4TO, B 00-
IIIEM, JIyYIIIe TOJIBIX PYK.

Pa30oitHuKM ke, TOoIb3ysACh TeM, YTO BHUMaHHME BCEX MpH-
KOBaHO K TMpPaBOW CTOPOHE JIOPOTH, C KOTOPOH IIljIa TepBOHA-
YasibHasI aTaka, Kak OKa3ajioch, YCTPOUJIM ellle OUH CIOpIpHu3. A
MMEHHO PSIZIOM C KapaBaHOM YK€ C JIEBOM CTOPOHBI JIOPOTH BbI-
PBUTH TIapy 5IM, CKPBITBIX BCIKUMU BeTKamu. M Korja Havaiach
aTraka ¢ MpaBoOi CTOPOHBI JOPOTH, HECKOJIBKO pa30OMHHUKOB I10-
CMENIUJIM BbUIE3TH U3 CBOMX SIM M aTaKOBaTh KapaBaH C JAPYrou
cropoHbl. OJH W3 HUX TOMNbBITAJICSA HANACTh HAa KyMIa C3a1U U
CTaIllUTh €r0 C TIOBO3KH, OJHAKO TOT B OTBET TYT K€ 3aCTPEJIHII
MPOTUBHUKA B YIIOP.
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