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Panuk Axun
O BBICOKOM MY:KYHHE

Jlox b Hauasicsl BHE3AITHO, KaK 3TO 4YacTo ObIBaeT B KOHIIE Masl, KOIJIa BO3/AyX YK€ MaxHeT
JIeTOM, a HeOO elrie Mo3BoJIsIeT ceOe Karpusbl yieaiei BecHbl. Cogbs BbIIIUIA U3 KHIKHOTO Mara3uHa
U TYT € OCTAaHOBWJIACh Ha MOPOre, IVIs1/51 Ha CIUIOLIHYIO CEpYIO NeJIeHy, HU3BEPralolyocs Ha MOCTO-
By10. OHa B3I0XHYJIa, IPMKUMAst K TPYIH MAKeT C HOBBIM POMaHOM, KOTOPBII COOMpaach YMTaTh BCE
BBIXOJHbIE. B cyMKe, KOHEUHO ke, He 0Ka3asioch 30HTa. OH Jiexkasl 10Ma, Ha MOJIKE B PUXOXKEH, T1e
OHa ero 3a0bljIa B CIIENIKEe YTPOM, JyMasi JIMIIb O TOM, Kak Obl HE OMO3/AaTh Ha BCTPEUY C KJIIMEHTOM.
Tenepb 3TOT KJIMEHT ObLT OJIaroroxyyHO C/IaH B ApXMB, a OHA CTOsLJIA TIO]] y3KUM KO3BIPHKOM, HaOTIO-
Iasi, Kak IOTOKY BOJIbI CMBIBAIOT ¢ achaibTa MbUTh M TOPOACKYIO YCTANOCTh. JII0M BOKPYT CYETHIIHCh,
MOJIHMMAasi BOPOTHUKH MUIKAKOB, HAKPHIBASICh FA3€TaMU WJIM MPOCTO OeKayu, CrOpOMBIINCH, K OJU-
KarmM yKpeITisM. Codbsi TOCMOTpeJIa Ha CBOY CBETJIbIe OaJIeTKU — OHM TPOMOKHYT MOMEHTAJIBHO.
Pemenve npuiuio ObICTPO: HYKHO MepesxaaTb. OHa OTCTYIHIIA TITyOXe O[] BHICTYI, TPUCIOHHUBIIHCH
CIMHOM K MPOXJIAHOMY CTEKJIy BUTPUHBL. VI IMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT yBuzena ero. OH CTosiI Ha Jpy-
Ol CTOPOHE Y3KOH MENIeXOTHON YIUIIBI, MO/ TOYHO TAKUM K€ KO3BIPHKOM I[BETOYHOTO MarasuHa, 1
CMOTpEJI Ha JOKAb C TAKAM K€ BbIPAXKEHUEM JIETKOTO HEJOYMEHM S U CO3epLATEIbHOTO CIIOKOMCTBUS,
Kak ¥ oHa. B ero pyke ObUI CIIOXKEHHBIN 30HT — MaJICHbKHIA, MOTEPTHIN, SIBHO HE PACCUMTAHHBIN Ha
TaKOW JIMBEHb. MyXKUMHA JIOBUJ TAKCU B3MJISAOM, HO ITyCThle MAIIMHBI IPOHOCHIIUCH MHUMO, OCTaB-
5151 32 coboit Beep Opb3r. Cobst OTBeNA 171a3a, YyBCTBYSI HEJIOBKOCTb OT TOTO, UTO pasriisblBajia
He3HakoMIila. Ho depe3 MuHyTy e€ B3misih CHOBa BepHYJCS K Hemy. OH ObUI BBICOKMM, B TEMHOM
NaJIbTO, C HEMOCITYITHOW MPSI/IBI0 BOJIOC, BHIOMBABIIIEHCS M3-TI0/1 KAIMIOIIOHa cBUTEpa. UTO-TO B €ro
03€ — HE CYeTJIMBOM, a CKOpee IMPUHATON — 3allenIo €€ BHMMaHue. 1 Toraa oH nocMoTpen npsmo
Ha He€. YUepes 3aBecy JOXK[s, Uepe3 MOTOK MaIllMH U MelleXo/, MeJbTellallux Mex /1y HUMU. B3
ObLT HEJJONTUM, HO Ha yauBJieHHe sicHbIM. OH ynbIOHYyJCcsA. He mupoko, He HaBsI3UMBO, a YTOJIKOM
ry0, Kak OyATO OTMeuast a0CypqHOCTh CUTYAIIMU: IBA B3POCIIbIX YEIOBEKa, KaXIbIii CO CBOMM 30HTOM
(Y HE€ B MBICJISIX, Y HETO B PyKe), 3allepThie TOKJIEM B HECKOJIBKUX MeTpax Apyr oT apyra. Codws,
CMYTHBIIIUCh, OTBETUJIa KUBKOM. M1 B 3TOT MOMEHT IOPHIB BETpa MepeMEHIT HarpaBJieHue IOk, U
XOJIOJHBIE KAIUIM XJIECTHYJIH el ipsiMo B Jii0. OHa BCKPUKHYJIA OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH M OTIPBITHYJIA,
HO OBUIO TMO3/IHO — TIEpeHUE MPSAM BOJIOC M BOPOTHUK ILIamia yxke Hamokau. Codbst ¢ nocamon
BBITEpJIa JIMILIO JIaIoHbI0. Kora oHa cHOBa MmojHsa 11a3a, OH yxe nepexoaun yauiy. He O6exan, a
111eJ1 OBICTPBIM IIUPOKKM IIIArOM, JIOBKO JIABHPYS MEXy JykamMu. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE OH OKa3aJics
1oJ1 €€ KO3BIPHKOM, OTPSIXMBAsSICh, Kak Oosbinas codaka. [IpocTpaHCTBO OBLIIO KPOIIEYHBIM, U OHH
HEBOJIbHO OKa3aJIUCh IJIEYOM K Iutedy. [1axyio MOKpO# IIepCThio, CBEXUM KO(e M 4eM-To ele —
JIECOM TIOCJIE TPO3bI, XOTSI KPYroM ObUT TONBKO KaMeHHBIN ropoj. «IIpocTute 3a BTOpXkeHue, — cKazal
OH, ¥ TOJIOC Y HErO OKa3aJicsl HU3KMM, HEMHOT'O XPUIUIOBAaThIM, KaKk OyATO OT JOJITOrO MONYaHUS. —
Ho Bam margapm kasascst 6osiee HajexkHbIM. TaMm, Moj 1iBeTaMu, yxke TedeT ¢ notoskay». Codbs
KHMBHYJIQ, HE 3Has1, YTO OTBETUTD. « 5] TOke Oe3 30HTa, — BhIMAINWIA OHA M TYT e IOYyBCTBOBAJIA ITy-
MOCTh CBOMX CJIOB. — TO €CTh, OH €CTh, HO HE CO MHOW». MyXKUHMHa YCMEXHYJICS. «3HAKOMO. Y MeHs
BOT C COOOI, — OH MMOKa3aJl CBOW CKJIAJHOW 30HTUK, — HO, KQXETCs, OH CAACTCS TIOCIIe MEPBHIX ke
TPUALIATH CEKYH]I 9TOTO MOHCOHA. Bosbilie nekopaTiuBHbI» . OHU 3aMOTIaIIH, HAOIO/IasI, KaK J0K/Ib
ObeT 1o OpycyaTke. HelmoBKOCTh MOCTENEHHO Tasiyia, PACTBOPSISICh B MOHOTOHHOM IITyMe JIUBHS. «Bbl
IaJIeKko ?» — CIPOCKJT OH HaKOHell. «J{o METpo MUHYT AecsATh nenikoM. B o0pranyio oroay». «B Takyio
— MUHYT ABaJIIaTh IPOMOKIIIETO Tepou3Ma, — OH B3IJISIHYI Ha e€ OaneTku. — Mum momyaca ocTopox-
HOTO MPOMEeHaJa Mo KpsliiiaM. YTo B nakete, eciiu He cekper? Cnacenue Ha ciy4vaid notona?» Codbs
paccmesiach. «XynokecTBeHHas uTeparypa. UyTh MeHee NMPaKTUYHAS, YeM CIIacaTeIbHbIA KPyT».
«Ara, 3Ha4UT, OyJeM TOHYTh C BHICOKMMH MOMBICTIAMH, — OH TIOIIApIJI B KapMaHe MaJIbTO U AOCTal
MayKy CUraper, nocMoTpes Ha Hee, noroM Ha Codwio. — He npotus?» «Hert, koHeuHO». OH NpUKY-
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WL, MPUKPBIBAS 3QKUTAJIKY JIAIOHBIO OT HECYIIIECTBYIOLIETO BETPa MO/ KO3bIPHKOM. [IpIM cMelasics
C 3araxom BJiaxHoro acainbra. «MeHs, kcratu, Makcum 30ByT». «Codbsi». «OueHb noaxosiiee
uMsl 17151 BCTpeuu B 10k 1. CouiHOe, C TOCTOMHCTBOM. A 51 BOT MakcuMm — Bcerjia Kyaa-To, MakCH-
MYM CKOPOCTH, YCWJIMH. .. a B UTOTe CTOIO MO/ A0k IeM 0e3 HOpMaJIbHOTo 30HTa». OHa yIbIOHYIACh.
«BbI Bcerga Tak aHasmsupyete uMeHa?» «TOJIbKO B 9KCTPEHHBIX cuTyarmsx. Joxap — hopc-Maxop.
Bruniouaercs ¢punocodus. Bel, HaBepHOe, JyMaeTe, UTo 51 CTpPaHHBIN». «$1 Tymalo, 4To A0XKAb CKOPO
KOHUMTCS, — ckazayia Codbs, misAnsa Ha HeO0o. U kak OyaTo B OTBET Ha €€ CJIOBa, JIMBEHb BHE3AITHO
rories Ha yObUTb. VI3 CIUTONTHOM CTeHBI OH MPEBPATIICS B PeIKUE TSDKENIble Karllv, a 3aTeM U BOBCE
nipekpatuiicsi. CoJHIE ellie He OKa3aJI0Ch, HO CBET CTall sipye, U MOK PbIi TOPO] 3aCBEpKaJl ThICTYaMU
orHeil. «BoT u Bce, — npoinenTaia oHa. — Marus 3akOHYrIach» . MakcuM OpocHiT OKYpOK B JTyXKY, T1e
TOT 3armmries. «Marus, roopute? MHTepecHas Touka 3peHusi. OObBIYHO JIIOIN PYTaloT J0K/Ib, a BbI
ero maruei Ha3Ba» . Cobst noxana riedamu. «OH Bece cMbiBaeT. Ha Bpemsi». OHa cienana mar u3-
TO/T KO3BIPbKa, MPoBepsis 3eMiIo. Karmaso ¢ Kphiii, HO T0Xk/s Oosbine He Obuto. «MHe ropa». Mak-
CHM MOJTYa CMOTpEJI Ha Hee, U B €r0 IV1a3aXx MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO Moxoxee Ha coxaiieHue. «Codbs, —
CKa3aJl OH BAPYT. — A 4TO, eciu. ..». OH 3arHyJics, TOKPYTWI B AJIbIIAX CBOM KaJTKU 30HTUK. «YTO,
ecJIM s TIpe[IOKy BaM OoJiee HaJle)KHOe CPEJCTBO MepeaBIKEHHs IO MOKpoMy ropoay? Moit aBTo-
MOOWJIb TIPHUIIAPKOBAH B JBYX MUHYTaX XOmbObl. S Mory momOpocuth Bac 1o meTpo. Vimm Kyma Bam
Hy)kHO». [Ipemyioxkenue nosucio B ceipoM Bozayxe. Codbsi MPUBBIKIA K OCTOPOKHOCTU. CaguThes
B MalllMHy K HE3HAKOMOMY MYXYHMHE, MYCTh U C 00asTeIbHOU yIBIOKOM, — He B ee npaBuiax. Ho
MpaBuiia, Ka3aJoCh, OCTAIUCH TaM, B MUpE 10 JOXKAsl. A ceifuac Bce ObLIO APYyroe: BEIMBITOE, YHCTOE,
MaxHyIee BO3MOKHOCTAMU. U 3TOT B3I/ — MPSAMOM, OTKPBITHIH, 0€3 TEHU CKPBITOTO YMBICTA. « 4. ..
s TOJILKO JI0 METpPO, — CKa3zaja oHa. — Eciii BaMm He 1o myTH...» «MHe Bcerjaa 1o myTd, — ObICTPO
OTBETWJI OH, M CHOBA 3Ta YyTh BUHOBATas yJbIiOKa. — OCOOCHHO KOr/Ia sl HUKy/a He cremty. nemre,
MOKa He HAavaJICsl BTOPOU aKT».

MammyHa oOKa3anach CTapeHbKUM BHEIOPOKHMKOM TEMHO-3€JIEHOTO I[BeTa, C MOTEPTHIMU
OoKamu 1 Tps3HBIMU Konecamu. «He cyaute ctporo, — ckazan Makcum, oTipast JBepb Maccaxupa. —
310 padouas jomaaka. Yacto MpuxoanTCs e30UTh IO HE CAaMbIM POBHBIM JlIoporam». CaJloH maxJio
KOel, OEH3MHOM U SIOJIOKaMU — Ha 3aTHEM CHJIEHbE BAJISTIOCh HECKOJIBKO IETCKUX UTPYILEK U CMsi-
Tasi KapToHHas1 KopoOKa. Cobsi ycTpomiach Ha CHIICHbE, CTaBsi MOKPblE HOTH HA PE3MHOBBIN KOBPUK.
«Y Bac etu?» — cnpocuiia OHa, yKasbiBasi MOOAOOPOAKOM Ha UTPYIIEYHOTO Me/IBEXKOHKA. Makcum,
3aBOJMBIINY JBUTATENb, 00EpHYICS U YabIOHyCs. «[InemsiHuauIa. Cectpa Be4HO 3a0bIBAET B MOEH
MaIlllHe CBOW POAMTENIbCKUIA apceHan. CaMa OHa, KCTaTH, apXUTEKTOp, a BOT €€ JI0Ub YKe cerlyac
TUIAHUPYET 3aXBATUTh MUP C MIOMOIIBIO TUTIONIEBBIX BOMCK». MallliHa TPOHYJIaCh, aKKYypPaTHO 00be3-
*kas riryookue J1yku. Exanm Monda, Ho TUIIMHA 3Ta ObUla He HAIIPSKEHHOM, a YIOTHOM, 3alI0JTHEHHOM
IIIyMOM JIBUTaTeIsl ¥ 3ByKaMK ropoja 3a cteksioM. Cobst cMOTpelia B OKHO Ha MeJIbKaloIue acapl.
T'opon npeoGpasusics. Mokpalii acaibT oTpaskai orau hoHapei ¥ HEOHOBBIE BHIBECKH, ITpeBpaIiast
YJUIIBI B cUsTioNIUe peku. IIpoxoxkue BHIIUTH U3 YKPBITUM, 3aMeUTAIHN 1ar. Bee Kyna-To HecIuch /10
JOX]Is1, a Tereph MPOCTO LI, Pa3roBapuBaAN, cMesUUCh. «BommedcTBo, qa? — TMXo ckasan Mak-
cuM, OynTo yntasi e€ Mpicii. — Kak OyATo Bcex 3acTaBW/IM HakaTh Ha may3y. A Ternepb OTIYCTHJIH,
HO B 3aMeJIJIEHHOM peXuMe». «Bbl yacTo Takue Bely 3amedaere ?» — crpocuia Codbs. «Crapaioch.
[o paboTe MPUXOOUTCS MHOTO CMOTPETh, BUJIETh JIeTaId. VIHaUe MOKHO YIYCTUTh CAaMO€ BaXKHOE».
«A BbI KTO TI0 padote? Ecimu He cekper». «Potorpad. B ocHOBHOM, meiizaxwu, mpupoaa. Muorma
penopraxHasi cbeMka. A Bbl? I1o makeTy ¢ KHUroi — rymaHuTapui?» «MapKeTosor B U3/1aTe/IbCTBE.
To ecTb 1a, r'yMaHUTapHid, OKPYKEHHbI KHUTAMH, HO cama OOJIbIlie 3aHMMAIOCh I pamMu U cTpate-
TUSMU, YTOOBI 9TU KHUTH MOKYMAIN». «3BYUUT COMMIHO». OHU MOABEXai K CTAaHIIMK MeTpo. Mak-
CUM TIPUIMAPKOBAJICS Ha «aBapuiike». «Botr u mpuexamu. Cracu®o 3a KOMIAHUIO MO KO3BIPHKOM,
Codbsi». OHa ocMOTpesia Ha Hero, Ha ero pyKu, JieKallye Ha pyJie — CUJIbHbIE, C KOPOTKO MOJCTPH-
JKEHHBIMH HOTTSIMH, C HEOOJIBITION IaparHON Ha KOCTSIIKE yKa3aTeIbHOro mnajbia. «Crnacudo Bam

5



P. C. fxuH. «O BBICOKOM MYKYMHE»

3a CcracaTelIbHbIN KUIMaX, — YJIBIOHYIACh OHA. — YIaur». Y3Ke BBIXO/IS U3 MAIllMHbI, OHA OOEPHYIACh.
«MakcuM. .. a 9To, ecyii Marus He 0Osi3aHa 3aKaHYMBATLCS ?» OH MOJAHSIT HA Hee YIUBJICHHBIN B3IJISII.
«$1 umero B BUJY... BBl CKa3aJid, YTO CMOTPUTE Ha jeTad. MOXeT, TpUCMOTPUTECh K Kade uepes
nopory? Yepes yac? Eciu, KOHEUHO, Bbl HE TOPOIUTECH K IJIEMSIHHUIIE C TUTIOIIEBBIM JAECAHTOM>.
Omna cama He TIOHsIJTa, OTKY/Ia B3sUIaCh 3Ta CMEJIOCTh. BO3MOKHO, 3TO OBLIO 9XO JIOXK[Is, BCE eIl 3BY-
yaBIliee y Hee B yIax. MakCM MOTJall CeKyHy, aBe, 1 Codbs yxke rotoBa ObljIa CTOPETh OT CThIIA
3a CBOIO HarmocTh. Ho motoMm ero jmiio o3apuia Ta caMasl, mepBasi, yIblOKa ¢ TOW CTOPOHBI YJTHUIIBL.
«3HaeTe, MO 30HT, KaXKeTcs, elle He OKOHYATEIbHO clIajicsl. A sl Kak pa3 CMepTesIbHO Xouy Kode.
Yepes yac — ueanbHO».
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