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I'eqaan

The streets were quiet in the early morning, but the smell of smoke and burnt wood

lingered in the air.

ayxe.

Vel OBLI TUXUMHU paHHHUM YTPOM, HO 3allaxX ObIMa U COXKEeHHON APEBECHUHDBI BUCEJI B BO3-

He walked slowly, his coat wrapped tightly around him, as if to hold in both warmth

and fear.

On men MEJIEHHO, IUIOTHO 3aKyTaBHIUCh B IIAJIbTO, 6y,IlTO NBbITaACh COXPAaHUTb U TEIUIO,

U CTpax.

gray.

The town seemed asleep, yet there was a tension, like the air before a storm.
Topon ka3zaJicst cisimmM, HO B HEM YyBCTBOBAJIOCh HANPSDKEHHUE, CIIOBHO BO3/YX Iiepes Oypei.

In the distance, a dog barked once, sharply, then silence returned.
Bnaneke oquH pa3 3anasiia cobaka, pe3ko, 3aTeM CHOBA HACTYIHJIA THIIMHA.

He remembered the name they whispered at night: Gedali.
OH BCIIOMHUJT UMSI, KOTOPOE MIenTau no Hodam: ['egasm.

No one knew exactly who he was, but everyone feared the stories that followed him.
HuKTO TOYHO HE 3HaJI, KTO OH, HO BCe OOSUTICH UCTOPHUM, UTO XOIVJIH 32 HHM.

He stopped near the square, where the market usually bustled with life, now empty and
OH ocTaHOBUWJICA BO3JIE TUIOIIA/IH, IIe OOBIYHO IIIyMes PhIHOK, a Ternepb ObLIO MYCTO U Cepo.

A few shutters rattled in the wind, sounding like distant voices.
Hekotopple craBHU JIpeOe3kaay Ha BETPY, 3By4Ya CJIOBHO JaJIeKKe rojoca.

His footsteps echoed, and he wondered if anyone was watching, hidden behind the walls.
Ero maru oTiaBamMch 5XoM, U OH JiyMaJl, He HaOJII0IaeT JIi KTO-TO, CIIPSATABIIHUICS 32 CTCHAMHU.

Suddenly, a man appeared from the shadows, thin and tall, his eyes sharp as knives.
Brpyr U3 TeHU MOSIBUJICS MYXKYMHA, XYJION U BHICOKHI, C TJIa3aMH OCTPBIMH, KaK HOXH.

He nodded at him, a brief acknowledgment, then disappeared as quickly as he had come.
OH KUBHYJI eMy, KOPOTKOE MPU3HAHKE, U UCUE3 TaK ke ObICTPO, KaK MOSBUJICS.

The air grew colder, and the man shivered, pulling his coat tighter.
Bosmyx cran xonogHee, 1 MyXXYMHA JPOTHYJI, TYKE 3aKYTaBIIUCh B MAJIBTO.

He reached the edge of the river, where the water moved silently, reflecting the pale light

of dawn.

On IogomieI K 6CpCFy PEKY, rac Boda TUXO TCKJIa, OTpaKad 6HCHHbIﬁ CBET pacCBeTa.

He thought of Gedali again, wondering why the name stirred such unease.
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On cHoBa BcrioMHm ['eranm, 3agaBasich BOIPOCOM, MOYEMY 3TO UMsI BBI3BIBACT Takoe Oecro-
KOWCTBO.

A boat floated near the shore, empty but ready, as if waiting for someone.
Jlonka mokowack y 6epera, mycrasi, HO FOTOBasi, CJIOBHO K/IaBIIasi KOro-To.

He stepped closer, peering into the shadows beneath the trees.
OH nmoporien Onuxe, 3arsabBasg B TEHU MO JCPEBbSIMH.

Nothing moved, yet he felt eyes upon him, unseen but present.
Hwudero He aBUTanoch, HO OH ONIyINAT Ha ceOe B3IJIsl, HEBUAUMBIN, HO OIIy TUMBIH.

He remembered the stories of the past, of families torn apart and silent houses.
OH BCIIOMHUI HUCTOPHHU IIPONIIOTro, O CEMbAX, PA3TYUYCHHBIX U MOJTYA/IMBBIX JOMAX.

Children had vanished, men had disappeared, and whispers filled the empty streets.
HCTI/I HCUYC3aJid, MYKYMHBI ITPOIIaain, a IYCThIC YJIUIbI HAITOJITHAIMCh HICTIOTOM.

He shivered, sensing the weight of memory pressing down on him.
OH aporHy1, olyas TSKeCTh MaMsITH, JaBsIien Ha Hero.

The wind carried the faint sound of footsteps, quick and light, coming closer.
Betep noHec cnabbiii 3ByK MPUOIMKAIONIMXCS 11ar0B, OBICTPHIX U JIETKUX.

He turned suddenly, seeing nothing but the gray outlines of buildings.
OH BHe3arHo 00epHYJICs, He BUIs HIUETO, KPOME CePhIX CHITyITOB JIOMOB.

A voice whispered behind him, low and urgent, speaking words he almost recognized.
3a CIMHOM MPOILENTaN rojIoc, HU3KUI U HACTOMYMBBIN, IIPOU3HOCS CJI0BA, KOTOPBIE OH MOYTH
y3HaJ.

Gedali, the voice seemed to say, and the fear returned stronger than before.
I'emanu, Ka3anock, CKa3a rojioc, U CTpax BEPHYJICS CHIIbHEE MPEKHETO.

He moved quickly, following the path that led deeper into the town.
OH OBICTpO TOIIIEeN, CIIeAys 10 Iopore, BeayIen Iiyoxe B TOpof.

Houses leaned close together, their windows dark, hiding stories of sorrow.
Jloma crosiii OJIM3KO APYT K IPYTy, KX OKHA ObLTM TEMHBIMU, CKPBIBasi UCTOPHUH TICUAITH.

He remembered a small alley where children used to play, now empty and cold.
OH BCIIOMHWJI MaJIEHbKUI NIEPEYJIOK, T/I€ PaHblIE UIPAJIU I€TH, TETIEPh ITYCTON U XOJIOIHBI.

A cat crossed his path silently, pausing to look at him with green eyes.
UepHas komika OECITyMHO Mepecekia eMy MyTh, OCTAHOBUBIIKCH U TIOCMOTPEB Ha HETO 3eJie-
HBbIMU I'J1a3aMU.

He followed the alley, heart pounding, senses alert to every sound.
OH ro111e1 TI0 TIEPEeYIKY, CepALe CTYJaso, YyBCTBA HACTOPOKEHBI HA KaXKIbIN 3BYK.
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At the end of the alley, a small door stood half-open, revealing a faint glow inside.
B koHIIe mepeyika cTosiyia MajleHbKas ABePb, TPUOTKPBITAS!, U3HYTPH UCXOAUI CIAObIN CBET.

He stepped inside cautiously, the floor creaking under his weight.
OH OCTOPO’KHO BOIIIEN BHYTPb, IOJT CKPHUIIES MOJI €T0 TSKECTHIO.

The room was empty, except for a table with a single candle, flickering.
KomHata ObL1a ImycToid, KpoMe CTOJIa C OTHOM MEpIAIOIIei CBEYOM.

Shadows danced on the walls, creating shapes that seemed almost alive.
TeHu 1uisicau 1o cTeHaM, co3aaBasi (PUrypsl, KOTOPbIE Ka3aJIkCh MIOUTH KUBBIMH.

He felt a presence behind him, and turned quickly, but nothing was there.
OH 1ovyBCTBOBAJ MPUCYTCTBUE 0331 Ce0s1, pE3KO OOEPHYJICS, HO HUYEro He ObLIO.

The candlelight reflected in a small mirror, showing his own anxious face.
Caer cBeuM OTpakkajcsi B MAJIEHbKOM 3epKaJie, TOKa3bIBasi ero COOCTBEHHOE TPEBOKHOE JIUIIO.

He heard a soft creak, like a chair moving, and froze in place.
OH ycablinasl TUXWIA CKPHII, CJIOBHO ABUTAJICS CTYJI, M 3aMep Ha MeCTe.

The stories of Gedali filled his mind, stories of darkness and sudden disappearance.
Ucropuwn o I'egany 3armomHUIM ero pa3yM, UICTOPUU O TEMHOTE W BHE3AITHBIX MICUC3HOBEHHUSIX.

He wanted to leave, but the door had closed silently behind him.
OH xOTen yiTy, HO IBEPh TUXO 33 HUM 3aKPbLIaCh.

A chill ran through his body, and he felt trapped in the quiet room.
Xosox mpoGeska 1o ero Teiy, ¥ OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ ceOsl 3aepThiM B TUXOW KOMHATe.

He looked around, searching for any sign of life, but only shadows greeted him.
OH ocMmoTperics, Uilla MPU3HAKY JKU3HU, HO BCTPETHIIN €T0 TOJIbKO TEHH.

The candle flickered again, and he saw a figure in the corner, tall and thin.
Caeua cHOBa 3amepiiajia, U OH yBUjie (Urypy B YIJIy, BHICOKYIO U XYIYIO.

The figure did not move, but the air around it seemed to hum with tension.
Purypa He JBUTaIaCh, HO BO3yX BOKPYT HEe Ka3aJCs HAllPSIKEHHBIM.

He stepped back, heart racing, and felt the floor tilt beneath him.
OH otctymnu, cepte OenIeHO KOIOTHIIOCh, ¥ TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TOJI HAKJIOHSETCS MO HUM.

The shadows grew longer, merging into one dark mass that filled the room.
TeHu yUIMHIINCH, CJIMBASCh B OJHY TEMHYIO MACCy, 3allOJHUBIIYIO KOMHATY.

He wanted to scream, but no sound came out, only the echo of his own fear.
OH XOTen 3aKpuyaTh, HO He BHIIILJIO HH 3BYKA, TOJIBKO X0 COOCTBEHHOT'O CTpaxa.
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The candle went out suddenly, plunging him into darkness.
CBeua BHE3aIHO I0racia, Orpy3uB ero B TEMHOTY.

He felt his way to the door, finding it open now, leading to a narrow stairway.
OH Haiynas qBepb, Tenepb oHa OblIa OTKPHITA, BE/Is K Y3KOM JIECTHHUIIE.

He climbed carefully, each step creaking under his weight.
OH MogHUMAJICSI OCTOPOXKHO, KaK/IBI IIIAr CKPHUIIEIT TIO]T €T0 TSKECTHIO.

At the top, a small window showed the first light of dawn.
Ha BepXy MaJjieHbKOE OKHO TOKa3bIBAJIO TIEPBBII CBET paccBeTa.

He leaned out, feeling the cold wind on his face, and breathed deeply.
OH BBICYHYJICS HAPYXKY, YyBCTBYSI XOJIOJHBIN BETep Ha JIUIIE, ¥ IITyOOKO BIOXHYJL.

Below, the town remained silent, as if holding its breath.
BHu3y ropos ocraBajicst THXUM, CJIOBHO 3aJepiKajl JbIXaHue.

He thought of Gedali once more, wondering if the figure would follow him forever.
OH cHoBa mogymaJ o ['enanu, 3a1aBasick BOIpocoMm, OyzeT jiu (purypa npeciaeoBaTh ero BEYHO.

The streets slowly filled with light, and he stepped back from the window, heart still
pounding.
Vu1p! HOCTENEHHO HATIOTHUIIMCH CBETOM, M OH OTOIIIES OT OKHa, CepIIe BCe ellle KOJIOTUIOCh.

The story of Gedali remained in his mind, a shadow that would not vanish.
Hcropus o I'enanmu ocraBasack B €ro pasyme, TeHb, KOTOpasi HE UCUE3HET.
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Apramak

The sun was high over the steppe, burning the dry grass and casting long shadows across
the fields.
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