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Anacracus Porappb
Jlerra. Yepnnii gec ®operap. Knura 2

IIpoJor.

S oTkppula raza. Boaneke pasgancs Kakor-TO HEMOHATHBIM yM. CriepBa A nomyMala, 4ro
MHE [T0Ka3aJI0Ch, HO 32 OKHOM IOCJIBIIIAJICS IIOPOX, CJIOBHO KTO-TO XOIMJI BOKPYT JI0Ma IO MOK POl
tpaBe. Cepaue GemeHo 3a6unock. Tak He JOKHO OBITH — HOYaMHU OOBIYHO CTOMT THIIMHA, HO HE B
3TOT pa3. 3aTauB JbIXaHUE, S IPUIIOIHSJIACK, OIVIAHYIack. Ha BTOpoy KpoBaTH JiekaJio JIMIIb CMATOe
OJIes1JI0: TAPHUIIKY He ObL10. BockiMM HOramu st KOCHYJIach 1mosa — XxojnogHsii. Ctapasich He 31aBarh
JIMIITHETO 1IyMa, s IPUrHYJIach, og0e:xaiia K OKHY U, BBITAHYB ILIEI0, YBHE/A, Kak B HOUHOM BO3/IyXe
oOpa3oBajiach BepTHKaJIbHasI cepeOpHCTas I71a/1b, CJIOBHO IOBEPXHOCTS JIyXKH MOCTIE T0XKIA. .. VI3 Hee
OJIVH 32 IPYTMM BBIXOIMIH JiIonu. Ofekabl X U3 TpyOoid TKaH! MOXOIMIIH Ha T€, YTO OBUIH Y TOTO. ..
Mara... Pe3kuii XJ101oK, 1 m1aJp ucyesna.

JlepeBsiHHOE OKHO BHE3aIlIHO MPHOTKPBUIOCH OT MOpbIBa BETPa, BOpBaBLIerocs B AoM. S yio-
BWJIa C1a0Blif 3armax eJKoro JpiMa OT JIOMOB Ha ceBepe, HO OCMOTPETh, €CTh JIM OTOHb, HE yCIieNa.
Ckpun pambl IpUBJIEK BHUMAaHUE OJHOTO U3 NPUILEAINNX. S OTIpsAHY/Ia OT OKHA U NpUKaslach CIH-
HOU K XOJIOOHOM CTEHE Mo, OKHOM — 3aMepra. Cepaue enie rpoMue 3acTyvyalo B yIIax, 3aniylas
ocTajibHble 3BYKU. Buzen am oH MeHs?

BHe3arHo sipkue BCHBILIKY CBETA C YJIULBI OTPa3UIMCh Ha POTUBOINOJIOKHOM CTEHe, OCTaBUB
YEPHBIM JIMILIb YBIO-TO TE€Hb. TEHb TOTO, KTO CTOSUI IPAMO 32 OKHOM. OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH $1 B3BU3I-
HyJIa, HO packar rpoMa CKpbUI TOT 3BYK. M MHe Tak nokazanochk? f modysiia ocTpslid, TSKEIbIi
3amax ChITOCTH U TOTa... $1 BXajach B CTEHy M 3aKpblUIa pOT OOEMMHU PyKamH, 4TOOBI OOJbIIIE HE
BblIaTh ceOs1. Yel-To JKEHCKUI KPUK CHapyKH MpoH3uI Houb: «[loxap!». OHM nmogoxriu capaid?..
Tyt e 700aBMIINCH HCITyTaHHBIE TOJI0ca JeTe. .. Ml cKBO3b rapb MpoOHJICs pe3KHid, 3HAKOMBIH 3arax
MOKpou mepct. Houbto 1mien noxap?

«Hawu 6 onacnocmu!» — nipolunesn BHyTPU TOJIOC CYIITHOCTH.

Ho s meaymmna, npuciylmmBasch K 3BYKam, BBIMCKMBAasi OAWH €AMHCTBEHHBIN IOJIOC — BOM
matepu. [ ne Anxenrta? Yto MHe nenatb?

[ToHrMaHue TOro, 4To HYKHO OBUIO CHPATAThCS €INE IMOC/e BCHBIIKH, MPUILIO CIUIIKOM
110371HO. C KaxAbIM MEJIEHHBIM I1aroM 32 JABEPbIO, C KaXKIbIM TUXUM CKPHUIIOM ITOJIOBULL CTPAX CKU-
MaJl TOpJIO, 3aCTaBIsAsA CYIHOCTb JIpOKaTh, YyBCTBOBATh HEM3BECTHYIO CHJIY, LIENTATh MHE, UTO
cabast 1715 TOro, YToOBl IpaThes. .. B3misaa MeTHyIICS Mo KOMHATe, 3aLeNIICs 32 TEMHBIN YTOJ O
KPOBaTbIO — MOCJIEJHIO UCKPY HaJEKIbl.

Ilox ynapom Horu ABeph € IPOXOTOM BbUIETENA. 3ATIOJIHUB IIPOEM CBOEW OTPOMHOU (PUTYPOH,
YeJIoBeK clieJiall B CTPEMUTENIBHBIX 111ara, ero pyka B rpy0oil iepuaTke BIUIach MHE B IU1e40. PhiB-
KOM OH TIOCTaBUJI MEHs Ha HOTH U B TOT K€ MOMEHT JIpyroil pyKol crpe0 MoAMBIIIKY U HOTAIMII Ha
ynmuny. CaBleHHbI KPUK BBIPBIBAJICA U3 IPYAHU, KyJaKaMH 1 OTYAassHHO IIBITAIACh YAAPUTH IO €T0
pyKaMm, HO yesioBeK Oy/ITO He UyBCTBOBAJI — HE pearupoBall.

1 BBITHYJIACh, MBITAsICh CKBO3b MEJIEHY HABEPHYBILUXCS ClIe3 Pa3IJIAAeTb, YTO TBOPUTCS BOKPYT.
Briepenn Obiia Jvib nogparvBaoiias U MepeuBaioascs cepeOpucTas ragp. B MyTHON JpIMKe
yrablBaJIUCh OYEPTaHUsI KOCTPOB, Jieca M MaJeHbKUX JOMHUKOB U3 TKaHU. $1 MOYyBCTBOBaJA, Kak
KO’KY Ha4aJsio MOKaJIbIBaTh, BOJIOCKHM BCTAIU JbIOOM. BosiHa HEOOBACHMMOTO KMBOTHOT'O yKaca OXBa-
Tri1a BCE Tesjo. CyNnIHOCTD Halpsria BCE MBIIILIBL, U 51 BBITYCTHIA JUIMHHBIE KOT'TH.

Mar, KOTOPBIii CTOSUT PSIIOM C CepeOPSTHOM TJIabI0 M 3aCTABIISLT CBETUTHCS KPUCTAILT HEJAJIEKO
OT ce0s1, 3aMeTHJT MEHs1, ¥ KpuBasl yJIbIOKa MPOCTYNHIIa Ha JpsonoM Jsinie. OMep3uTesbHble 001aa-
TEJIM Maruy J1axe ylplOaloTcs KaKk-TO MHaYe.
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Sl mouysina 3amax AJKeHTBI — TEMUIBIA, MeIoBO-TopbKHid. OHa yxe Onu3ko. Kpuku He cTuxany.
Mpl ke MokeM cpaxkarbes!

— OcraBb e€! — pelk AJDKEHTBI, HU3KUI W PACKATUCTHIN, 3aCTaBUI MEHSI OOEpHYThCS, U TYT S
yBUJEJIA, KaK U3 ThMbI BHITPbIrHYJIa Matb. [10JI0CHYB JIMHHBIMM OCTPBIMU KOTTSIMH TOTO, KTO MEHS
HEC, OHA JIMIINMJIA €ro BO3MOKHOCTH BUIETh. UenoBeK B3BBUI OT OOJIU U, Ha JIONIO CEKYHIIBI OCIa0KB
XBaTKy, 4YyTb HE BBIPOHWJ MeHs. B mocieqHuii MOMEHT OH BLENWICS B TKaHb MOETO ILJIaThs, OHA
3arpeuiaia, U s NoBuciaa. Mar, 4To CTOsI PsIOM, BBITALWII U3 CKJIAJIOK IUIAIlA MaJIKy U CTall u3Ja-
BaTh CTPAHHBIE 3BYKU: BbUI U KPSXTEJ CBOUM TOHKKM rosiocoM. Bropoii ynap AKeHTbl NpUILEcs
10 3arscTbio. KocTu XpycTHYIM, Naiblbl OCTa0IM U YeJIOBEK, HAKOHEI, OTITYCTHI MeHs. S CHIIbHO
yZlapuiach 3aThUIKOM O KaMeHb, OT OOJM B IUIa3ax MOTEMHEJIO, HO CTpax U y’kKac, KOTOPBIA BCE 3TO
BpeMsl 51 UCTIBITBIBAJIA, OBICTPO MPUBEIM MEHS B UyBCTBO. YTOMasl MAJIbI[AMU B Pa3MOKIIIEH BS3KOM
Ips3y, 5, He BCTaBas MOMSTUIIACH K JIOMY, CTapasich Kak MOXHO JaJibllie yOpaThCsl OT yIaBIIero Ha
KOJICHH YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPHIA, Kopuach OT OO, MPHKUMAIT K TPYJH MOBPEXKICHHYIO PyKy. S qymana
CIIPATATBCS B IOME, HO MOJHBIA SIPOCTH IoJI0C AJIKEHTbI IPUrBO3IMI MEHS K MECTY.

— beru orciona!

Ona BuenmIach KOITSIMH B TOPJIO KPSXTEBIIIETO Mara 1 He JaBajia eMy HU €IMHOW BO3ZMOKHOCTH
IIPOM3HOCUTD 3BYKHU. Sl 3aMepiia u mocMoTpesia B CTOPOHY JoMOB. CBET OT pa3bIrpaBILIErocs noxapa
Ha CeBepe BbIXBATHIBAJ U3 ThMbI YKACHBIE KAPTUHBI: HECKOJIBKO (PUTYP B ILIAIaX BBITACKUBAJIM TIepe-
MYTaHHBIX JeTel U3 JOMOB, BOCIUTATEBHUIIBI — PA3bsIPEHHBIE MTHUIIbI, OpPOCATUCH HA MPUIIIEAIIHX,
MBITAsICh OTOMTH U 3ALTUTUTH JieTeld. Bo3myx ObLT IPOMUTAH eJJKOW CMECHIO 3aI1aXxoB TOpPeJioro AepeBa,
YyKakoB U kesie3a. CTpaHHBIN CTAPUK C KOPOTKOM Masikod Oekasl K HaM, pa3MaxuBasi pyKamu H,
KaeTcsl, el

— beru, beru! — He KpuKHysa, a mpopelyaia MHe AJIKEHTa, €€ CYIIHOCTb pBajach HapyKy
C HOBOM, YyJOBHIIHOM CHJION. SIpKasi BCOBIILIKA, jKap OTHs... O'Hb BBIPBAJICS U3 HAIlPAaBJIEHHOW Ha
MeHS MAJIKU CTapyKa. S 3aKMypuriack, UyBCTBYs, KaK BBICHIXAIOT cJie3bl Ha IM1a3ax. CylIHOCTb BHYTpU
Bormia: «Omipoii 2naza, carabast oesuorka!». V1 s NOMIMHMIACK — OTHS yKe He ObL10. MeHs HaK phl-
BaJIa UCKpsALIasics cepeOpoM ThMa C YepHO# OJIECTSAIIEH MEPCThIO U OCTPLIMU KJIbIKaMU. .. OHa cMOT-
peJia Ha MeHs1 30JI0ThIMHU IJIa3aMH, a 3a CIIMHOM €€ MEJJIEHHO paclpaByIsjIiCh BEJIMKOJIECIIHbIE TIepe-
MoHYaThle Kpblibsi. He 3ps AqkeHTa — 1aBa Kj1aHa JEMOHOB!

Mars oTnipbIrHyJia ¥ pBaHyJia K CTapuKy, Mar He ycresl Jake 3aKpu4aTh Nepe]l CTPEMUTETbHON
CMEpThIO, KOTOpask HaCTUIVIa ero. AJIKeHTa U3ajla MPOH3UTEbHBI BOM U, Ka3aJoCh, CAMO BpeMs
3aMeJIIIOCh ¥ OCTAaHOBMJIOCh. MOsI CYIITHOCTh TperieTana BHYTPH, Kejasi IPUKOCHYThCS K 3TOU
MOIIIY, CIIUTBCS C TON Oe3rpaHIYHON CHJION. B3Max 4epHbIX KpbUIbeB U AJIKEHTA YKe OKa3asach
PA/I0M, CXBAaTUB MEHsI OTPOMHOM NaCThbI0, OHA 3amepiia. YyTKUi HOC IJ1aBbl KJIaHA BTSHYJ BO3/YX, U
MOIIHBIE JIaIlbl, OTTOJIKHYBUIMCH OT Pa3MOKILIEHN 3€MJIM, PUHYJIUChH K JIECY.

BOexaB B jiec U yIOCTOBEPUBIINCH, YTO JaJIbllie OE30IMacHO, JAEMOHMIIA OMYCTHIa MEHS Ha
3emun0. OHa MOCMOTpEsIa Ha MEHSI CBOMMU KENITHIMU, MACJISIHUCTBIMU, CJIOBHO JIENIECTKHU JIIOTHKA,
IJ1a3aMH. . ., ¥ 5 TIOHs1a 6e3 ¢JIoB, AJKeHTa Bo3Bpalaercs. Jlaibiie MHe HY)KHO OeKaTh. .. OTHOM.

— Ho kyna? — BeIOXHY A £, U 1aXe T0JI0C MOKA3aJICsl MHE UYXKUM.

EE sxentble m1aza BCIIBIXHYJM 30JI0TBIM OTHEM, Y MEHsI 3aKpYXWJIach TOJIOBa, M CYLIHOCTb
OTKJIMKHYJIaCh BHYTPH, TIOMUYUHSISI TeJIo cede.

«bexcamv, nooanvue omciooal» — psBKHYJA CyIIHOCTb, U HOTH... HET, yXke€ Jiallbl CaMH
MOHEC/IM MeHs1 BITyOb vainy. [lopanbine oT KpUKOB, OTHS M yIYIUTMBOTO 3amaxa.
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I'naBa 1. C 1o0pbIM yTpom

TeMHOTa, JIUIIb ajible BCIIOJIOXH MOSIBIISUIUCH U UCUE3aJIv, OCTABIIssl CepeOPUCTBIE OUepTaHMS,
YCKOJIB3AIOIIME MPY MOMBITKE UX PasyIsAleThb. ..

«C 10OpbIM yTpOM, JIOpOTrasi».

JleByIiKa MOTSIHY/IACh, BHITHYJIA CIIMHY Y BBITSHYJIA PyKU Niepel coO0oi. [ 1a3a oHa OTKphIBaTh
HE Crelnia — cTapanach yaepkaTb OOpPbIBKY MPUCHUBILETOCs €l KOIIMapa, HO OHM YCKOJIb3HYJIH,
OCTaBUB JIMIIb JIETKYI0 APOXb B Ipydd. leByllKa B3IOXHYJA M OTKpPbUIA I71a3a: BBITAHYTHIE PYKH,
TOHKHUE 3aIlsiCThsl, JJTMHHBIE MAJbIbl, aKKypaTHO MOAMUIEHHbIE HOTTH. Buj menkoBucroi OneaHon
KOKU MOPTUJIM HECKOJIBKO IMATEH 3aCOXILIEN KPOBU Ha 3allSACThsX. . . JIeByllKa 3acToHaa, MpUIOKUIa
JIaJJOHU K JIUILLY U MoTepia r1a3a. Harpoub 1o3a0bIB 0 TOM, YTO €ii CHIIIOCh, OHA YK€ MbITAIach BCIIOM-
HUTb BUEPAIIHUI ICHb, HO BBIXOIUJIO cl1a00. [TpoxiaqHbie pyKy ciierka npuTyIUIsIi FOJIOBHYO OOJTh,
KOTOpasi oMpayaia npoOykJIeHre U Melllaia CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATHC.

Eme onuH nenp Havancsa. OTKMHYB OJ€sJI0, OHa cesla Ha KpoBaTH. [IMHHbIE YepHbIE JIOKOHBI
pacchinanuck 1o teay. CliiHy OHM MPUATHO IIEKOTAIM JaXKe Yepe3 IPKO-KPACHYI0 TKaHb COPOYKH,
a criepeiv IPUKPhIBATIM HEOOJBIIYIO TPY/b.

HeBy1ika oOBena riazaMu KOMHATY: OKHO BO BCIO CTEHY, CTapoe TPIOMO, CTOJIMK, HECKOJIBKO
MyCThIX OYTHUIOK BUHA, 1Ba OOKaja Ha CTOJE. ..

«JIBa? Onath? Kak e Xo4yeTcst ObITh B COBHAHUM».

HaxmypuBLIMCh M1 CMYTHO IPUIIOMUHAS BEYEP, OHA OIJISHYJIACh: Ad, HA KPOBATH JIEKAJ PbIKUI
NapeHb, KOTOPOTO MPUCIIAIIM K HEH eIlE BUepa BEYEPOM.

«[Touemy OH e1g TyT?»

JleByIIKa pacTojKaia pblKero v, yBUJeB ero Yy, moMmopiuiack — 371bg. [1o cniuue npodesxana
BOJIHA MYypallleK:

«JInmp OBl HE Mar».

Tor npucen, paccessHHO MOMOTAJI TOJIOBOU M MPUIJIAANWI B3bEPOLLIEHHbIE BOJIOCHL. JleByIlIKa ¢
pazapaxeHueM OTOPOCHIIA OfIesJIO M, HaOpaB BO3/IyXa B JIETKUE, BhITAIMIA:

— DM, ogeBaiicsa U Bau!

[NapeHs, momAaTHBasACh MOTSHYJICS K JEBYIIKe B 00bATHs. OHA PE3KUM JIBUKEHUEM OTOpOCHIIa
€ro pyKy ¥ BCKOUYMJIA!

— Banu orciona, ropopro! Omiox 4ro jm?

— Tl'onora 6omut, He opu. ¢ 3araTu!

Porkuid ckpuBmiics, moTupas BUCKH.

— To, 4TO THI 3a11aTHII KOHYWIIOCH €1IE BUepa, — nmpommnena Jlerra, cxumas Kynaku. — [1po-
BaJIMBal, MOKa 51 HE 3alpOCHJIa TO, YTO ThI 3aJI0JKaJl, — OHA KPUBO YJIBIOHYJAch, €Ba MOKa3bIBasl
KJIBIKH, a B [JIa3aX €€ CBEPKHYJIA ThMa.

[NapeHs B MUT POTPE3BEIT, BCKOYMJT M, Ka3aJI0Ch, 320bLT O TosioBHOM O0Ji. OH Jjake He BhIBEP-
HYJI pyOaliKy ¥ 9yTh He MOPBaJI PyKaB, TBITAsICh KAK MOKHO ObICTpee 00JIAYMThLCS B OJIEK/IY C HAIITUB-
KaMU ropoJIcKoi cTpaxu Asprapes. JleByika B ouepeJHOi pa3 CKpyBuUIIa I'yOBI U clieiasia HECKOJIBKO
IIarOB Ha3a;

«[pocuna xe... u3 crpaxu Hukoro! Jla myuie 6 mar. ..»

JleMoHM1Ia MONpaBUJIa HE3aMETHO BOJIOCHI, OITYCKasi HECKOJIBKO IPSI/IEN HA JIULIO U JyMasi JIUIIb
0 TOM, 4TOOBI 311k ee He y3Ha1. O3upasich MO CTOPOHAM U MIPbIrasi HA OIHOW HOTe, PHIKUI MBITAJICS
HaTsHYTh caror. OH OCTOPOXXHO OPOCHJI B3IJISA Ha JIEBYIIIKY, Ta MOJAMUTHYJIA eMy, TSI CKBO3b
YEpPHBIE BOJIOCHI, M OCKAJIWJIACH.

— Jlerra...? — ppiKUi aXx 3aMep B OUYeHb HEeYIOOHOM Mo3e.

— He-a, 1 0603Hacs1. [ToToponuck, a To Mo30By MajiaM, — JIEBYIIIKa YJILIOHYJIACH eIlie IIUpe, —
BAPYT OHa OOJIbIIEe He MYCTHUT Tebst cona?



A. Poraps. «Jlerra. Yepnsiii tec ®operap. Kuura 2»

[NapeHns emme pa3 MOANPHITHYI, OMTHAUM MaxoM 3aluxuBasi ceOsi B caror, ¥ BBICKOUMII U3 KOM-
Hathl. [IBepp 3axsyonHysack. [eBylika IMyMHO BHIJOXHY/IA, YOMpasi MPUIMIIIIKAE K JIUILY BOJIOCHI, U
ceJjla Ha KpoBaTb. YepHBIN TyMaH CIyCTHJICS 32 CIIMHOM JIEBYIIKU:

— a...q yx Aymai Thl U3MEHUJIa CBOMM IIPUBBIUKAM MMOAOMPATH KEPTB CAMOCTOSITEITHHO. . .

— XeptB? — M30rHYyNIa OHA TOHKYIO OpOBb... — Kakoe musioe ornpenenenue. Panena Obuta s, u,
pugnMo, Tecca mocunTana. ..

— B camoe ceparie? — menHy1 TyMaH Iie-To HaJl yXOM M MSATKO JIeT el Ha IJIeu, OOHUMas.

BHu3y kMBOTa 3aHBUIO, U IEBYIIIKA PE3KO MOIHSJIACH, pa3pblBasi CIYCTUBILYIOCS ThMY.

— Tw1 xe 3Haemb, y MeHs ero Het! MHaue MeHs1 Obl 311ech He ObUIO. . .

— 3aTo ecTb [IPEBOCXOIHOE TEJIO. .. — TYMaH MOTSHYJICA K JEBYILKE, jKeJlask IPUKOCHYThCS.
JleMOHHIIa TOMOPIIMIIACH OT PE3KOT0 MPHUCTYIA FOJIOBHOM OOJM U ciesiayia HEeCKOJIBKO I1aroB
K 3epKaly.

— Her! l'onoBHy10 00JTb THI JICUUTSH €IIE HE HAYUYUIICH.

TymaH (BIpKHYJI, TPOOOPMOTAB YTO-TO PO TO, YTO OH €Ille BEPHETCS, U UCUe3.

«KoHneuHo, Kyaa Thl OT MeHSI. ..»

B 3epkasie orpaxasack monogas aeBymika. Ha spko-KpacHOW cCOpOYKe MOYTH HEe3aMEeTHO
KpoBu. BoproBble crefpl ObIM TOJNBKO Ha Ty0ax, Iiee u 3amsictbe. Ee KpoBb... OHa modysijia 3To
naBHO. He moxosxe, 4yTo Buepa oHa ObUIa CHJIBHO paHEeHa, Ja U el Ka3ajoch, YTO TaM BCETO JIIIb
napanuvHa. [leByIka npuIoiHsijia KpacHyIo KpyKeBHYIO TKaHb B OMCKAX IIPAMOB, HO M X HE ObLIO.

«Moxert, Tecca mepectpaxoBaiack? Bpsa in oHa rocMmerna Obl €€ 0OMaHyTh».

JlerTa, OTBEpHYBIIKCH OT OTPAKEHMSI, CTAPAIACh OONbINE HE BCIOMUHATH BBHIMMUTOE U PHIKETO
anbda... HakiHyB Xasiar, oHa HarpaBuiIach B KyMaJbHU MPOCUTH Y CBOOOTHBIX CIYKaHOK CIEJaTh
el Maccax.

Bcerperus no nmyti magam Teccy, BeMKOJIETHYI0, Kak BCETa: ¢ BOJIOCAMU 1IBETa Me/iv, yOpaH-
HBIMH B BBICOKYIO IPUYECKY U B OapXaTHOM CHMHEM IUIaThe C I00KOM 10 mona, Jlerta MATko Harmom-
HWJIA el He TIPUCHLIATh OOJIbIIE CTPAKHUKOB BO M30eXkaHUe HelopasyMeHHil, TeM Ooliee Oe3 3armpoca,
Be/Ib OHA HE OJIHA U3 €€ JIEBHII, ¥ YTOOBI CMSATYMTH BOZHUKIIYIO HEJIOBKYIO CUTYAIIMIO, B IIIYTKY TTOCO-
BETOBAJA:

— Bawm crout nepekBasM(pUIIMPOBATHCS B CAJIOH KPACOTHI, — JIETKO YJIbIOHYack Jlerta.

— [IyOnuuHblA 10M TPUHOCUT HaM OoJIbllie MPUObLIH. MyKUMHBI BCEI/ia TOTOBBI TUIATUTD 32
YIIOBOJILCTBHE, HEKENU JKEeHIMHBL. [la 1 KTO K HaM noiiaeT. .. MBI ke cpa3y c/iellaeM UX BCeX «IIaji-
[IUMU», — 3BOHKUI CMEX MaJiaM 3ariTylInl IejiecT HaKpaxMaieHHbIX 1000K. — 1 pa3 yx ThI 3aBena
3TOT Pa3roBOp, X0uy Tebst MPeayNpeuTh, YTO OOJIbIIE HE HAMEPEHA MO3BOMSThH TeOe KUTh 31ech Oec-
riatHo. [Iponuio yxe mouTy Tpu Mecsna, U sl CUUTal0, 4yTo Moe obemmanue dctep BbinoaHeHo. Co
CJeyIOIel HeIe Y TOTPOIITy OIUIATHI, €CJIM, KOHEYHO, Thl HE XOUelllb YCTPOUTLCS KO MHE padoTaTh.

['yObl MagaM pacTsHYIHMCh B JIyKaBoMW yiblOKe, JleTTa oTBeTHIa He MeHee BbIpa3sHTeSbHOM,
CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY HAOOK:

— Toxanyii, Bo3epXych OT Ballero npeyioxkeHus. K Tomy ke BuepaliHuil ppLKUi 71bQ, ©
KOTOPOTO BbI B3sLJIH I1J1aTy, COBEPIIIMJI IEPBBII B3HOC MHE 32 KOMHATY e11ie, Kak MUHUMYM, Ha HEeIEIIO.

Tecca pe3KuM ABMKEHUEM MPUCITYCTHIIA XaNaT ¢ Tuiedya JIeTTsl v, poBes MajIbleM Mo HeOOob-
IIIOMY LIpamy, 3ayJIbl0aach:

— IIpam Bce-Taku ocTaiicA. . .

JleMoHMIIa HE IIEJOXHY/NAch, BO3Bpalasi el KiblkacThlil ockai. Ha smne Teccel 3actbuia
yIIBIOKA.

— Xopoliio, iBe HefIe1, — KUBHYJIa OHa.

Vike yepes nomnuaca JleTta siexana Ha YUCTOM, aXHYIIEH MbUIOM, IpOcThiHE. [IpUKpBIB BeKH,
OHAa HAC/aX/1aJ1ach 3arlaxoM pO30BOr0 Macja, 3aroHUBIIMM HEOOJIBITYI0 KOMHATY C TUIOTHO 3alITO-
PEHHBIMU OKHAMHU U MSTKMM CBETOM OT CTEKJISIHHBIX Jiamrl. [IBe Mosojible JeBYOHKHM KOTOUTHIIHCH
BOKPYT He€, cTapasich He CO3/1aBaTh Pe3KUX 3BYKOB. OfHA M3 HUX MPHKJIAABIBANIA TEIJIOE MOJOTEHIIE
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K CTOIaM, Apyrasi HaTupaja CIUHY TeTTbM MacjioM. HexHble IeBUUbY JIaJOHU TPUKACATTICH K KOXKE,
pa3MUHast KQXAYI0 MbIIIITY. TssKeIblid MaCIsTHUCTBIN 3arax po3bl 0OBOJIAKMBAJI, 3aIOTHSS BCE MPO-
CTpaHCTBO. Jlenasn qpIxaHue MeJUIHHBIM U [TyOOKHM, MOrpyskasi JeBYIIKY B BocloMUHaHUs1. CKBO3b
ApeMy eil MepelIich TPUKOCHOBEHUS €T0 PYK. .. Pe3Kuil BCIJIECK BOJIBI B METAUIMYECKOM Ta3y OT
TIOJIOTEHIIA BBIIEPHYIT €€ U3 3TOTO COCTOSIHUSA, M CPasy BCE MEPECTaso MPUHOCHUTH YAOBOJILCTBHE. Pyku
CTaJIU CJIMIIIKOM HEKHBIMU, IPUKOCHOBEHUSI — HE TAKUMH yBepeHHbIMU. OHU BCE JiesIaii He Tak !

— HoBomnbHo! — JleTTa oTKpbUIa 171232 ¥ npunogHsiack. OHa yacTo Ablaia U CKUMasa KyJIaky,
cTapasichb YHSITh APOXb B pyKax.

OnHa U3 JEBUOHOK pacKpacHEBLIAsSCS OT BOJHEHUs HE y/iepikasa MOJIOTeHIe, U OHO C Iiec-
KOM ynasio B Ta3. Jlerta (pbpIpkHYIa 1 pe3Ko MOAHSIACh, HAKUHYJIA JIETKHIA XaJlaT v TPOCKOJIb3HYJA B
cocelHee MOMEIlEHNE, TJIe pacroiarajicsi OrpOMHBIN YaH ¢ BOJOU U AYIIL.

Oma criemnmia CMbITh HEHYKHbIE U TIPOTHBHBIE IPUKOCHOBEHU 1. Tesio ropesio, HO He OT Haclna-
KJEHUS, a OT HEMPaBUJIBHOCTU MPOUCXOASIIEero. YepHsle BOJOCH HAMOKJIM, MPWIMILUIM K KOXE,
3aKPBIB TSDKEJIBIM HEMPOHUIIAEMBIM TOJIOTHOM CIHMHY, M HE BBITYCKAJIM MPUKOCHOBEHUS, KOTOpPHIE
JEBYIIKA TaK CTapajiach CMBITh.

XOTb KOka ¥ ropena, Jie[siHasi IyCTOTa BHYTPH 3aCTaBJIsija IpoXKaTh, CJIOBHO OT Xonoia. Jlerra
MBITAJIACh COTPEThCS, HO JIake ropsiyasi BOJA J0Jroe BpeMsi He Morjia e€ YCIIOKOUTh. BepHyBIIHCH
B CBOI0 KOMHATYy, OHa JIO)KJaJlach, KOIJja BBICOXHYT BOJIOCHI, HAHEC/Ia apOMAaTHOE MAaC/IO apraHbl ¢
HECKOJIbKMMU KalUISIMA PO3MaprHa Ha KOHUUKY JUis OJlecKa. 3aTeM mepeoenach, HAKUHy/1a KypTKy
Y, TIPUXBATUB C COOOM MAarMuecKUil MEIIOYeK C yIIaMH BOJIKOB, BHIIIUIA. Y3Ke Ha YJIHIIE OHA OIHOU
PYKOH TOMpaBuja BOPOT, JPYroil — BHITYCTHIIA JJMHHBIE BOJIOCH M IIYMHO BBIIOXHYJA. YBHICB
OeJblil map OT JpIxaHus, JleTTa moexunach 1, MoAHUMAst BOPOT KYPTKH BhIIIIe, HATIPABUJIACh B KBap-
THPBI JIJIs1 MIIIEEK Ha CeBepe ropoja, Ie CMOTPHUTENh BbIJABa BOHATPAKICHHS 32 MEJIKHE BBITION-
HEHHbIE 3aaHMsI.

— Yacro 3axaxuBaeTe, — PUILLY PUIICS MOKUION k(] C CEAMHOI B BOJIOCAX, KOT/Ia BCTPETUIICS
B3MJIs110M C JleTToi.

— Jla, IpuxoauTcs. ..

JleBy1iKa gocTana Marn4ecKuid MeIoyeK 1 BbIChINIaIa U3 HErO Ha CTOMKY TPH JIECATKA BOTYbUX
ywei. [Tapouka 4yTh He ynaja, HO U3JIMILIHE JIOBKUI [IJ1s1 CBOETO Bo3pacTa 3/bg nonmai ux. Jlerra
CMYIIEHHO YABIOHY/IaCh, OKUAAsI CBOE BO3HarpaxaeHne. CTapuk B3IJISHY/I Ha MEIIOYeK B e€ pyKax:

— JlaBHO XOTeJ CIPOCHUTh, OTKY/A Y Bac Takasi peJKOCTh, — OH YKa3aJl IEpCTOM Ha HEro, — Bam
e IPeTUT BCE Marnyeckoe?

JleByliika moBepTesia MeloyueK B pyKax: yepHasi Koxka, 30JI0TOM ITHYPOK U YeThipe Mb(uiickue
PYHBI, BBILIUTHIE 30JI0TON HUTHIO.

— Kpacwusbiii, 1a? JlaBHui ogapok OJHOTO... 3HAKOMOTO, CIIacllero MHe ku3Hb. He cmora
BBIOPOCHUT. .. J1a U MHE TIPUIIIOCH OBl XOJWTH TOJION, — OHA OOTM3HYJIA T'yObl, HAMEPEHHO JIeJiast 1ay3y
1 HaOMmo1asl, Kak CTapUK PacIlIbIBAETCS B YJIBIOKE, — €I OBl 51 COBCEM HE MCTIONb30BaJla Marn4ecKue
1011178

— Hy na, Hy na, — 3aKpsxTen 2/1b(, MOCMENBAsCh, — MOJI€3HAS Marus, Tak cKa3arb.

JIu3HyB manen, OH MPUHSJICS MEePEeTUCTHIBATh CTPAHUIIBI TOJICTEHHOM KHUIHU, M, OCTAHOBUB-
IIMCh HAa HY)KHOH CTpaHuIle, Crped OHUM MaxoM YIIKH B TIOATOTOBJIEHHYIO 3apaHee Cepylo CYMKY C
HOMEpPOM COPOK /IBa, KOTOPYIO IIBBIPHYJI K OCTaJIbHBIM, Pa30pPOCAaHHBIM B KAKOM-TO CBOEM TOPSIIKE
y CTeHbL. Db( IOCTAN U3 CYyHAYKA MOJ CTOMKOM HY)KHOE KOJTMYECTBO 30JI0THIX, HO, IOCTYKHBAsI 110
CTOJIy HOI'TEM, HE TOPOIMICS OTAABaTh MOHETHL. JleTTa Bompolawlle MocMOTpesa Ha HEro U, pac-
TUTBIBIIMCH B UTPUBOH YJIBIOKE, CIIPOCHJIA:

— Bbl ke He 3acTaBUTE MEHSI... — OHa clieiajia nay3y, nepe]] TeM Kak MIENOTOM POIOIKUTh, —
pazneBatbesi? — IEeBYIIKa MOAAACh BIiepell, 0OJTOKOTHUIIACh Ha MPOYHYIO CTOMKY, MTPOBEJa To MIepo-
XOBATOM CTPaHUIIE MAJIBIEM H. .. pACCMesLIach.
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— O HeT, KOHEUHO, HET, — POBHO OTBETHJI 3J1b() U CKPUBUIICS B YJIBIOKE, OOHAKHB JKEJIThIE 3yOHl.
Kazanocs, a5b¢a Ob110 He TPOHSTH U JleTTa oTcTpaHuiach, notepsaB uaTepec. OHa MoTpsicia MpUro-
TOBJIEHHBIM KOIIIEJIEM /IJIS1 MOHET Iepe/i HUM U CIPOCHUIIa:

— Hy uero torna?

[Toxunoi cMoTpUTeIlb, HEe BBIKA3bIBAIOLINI paHEe CTECHEHHU S, BAPYT HEPELIMTEIbHO HavYaJl:

— TyT...3a nocneaHue TpyU 3aJaHus, — OH MPOTSAHYJ FOPCTb MOHET. — CMOTPIO Thl NOCTOSIHHO
Oeperib 3aaHus Ha 3auncTKy? Ecii Tebe OHM Tak HpaBsTCs, TO JIydllle WY Ha TpaHuily. Tam ceituac
OYeHb XOPOIIO TIATAT, a TYT THl yXke Bcex nepeOmia. Takux Kak Tl TaM He XBaTaeT. TaM CIUIOINIb
aBAHTIOPUCTBI, HE CUMTAsT HECKOJIbKMX MUTHBIX OoTpsaoB ¢ maramu Cosera. Ho He Bcerna marus
MOXET PelInTh Bce mpodnembl. Jliofei He XxBaraeT. 3asBJIeHUs] OHU PUHUMAIOT, TTOIyMail.

— 51 xe He 1o cBOeH Bojie Oepy 3Ty MeJIoUb, — B3AOXHYJIA IEBYILIKA, CKUMAs B pyKe MOHETHI. —
Ho paxe Tak ecTb IUTIOCHI, HE MPUXOIUTCS UCTIONb30BATh TOPTAJIbL.

— B MepTBBIii J1eC TOPTAJIOB HE OTKPHITh, — OH JIMIIIb TOKAJ IUIE4aMH, MOJI KaK XOYelllb.

— Cnacu6o, nogymaio, — OypkHyna JleTta, MaxHyB eMy Ha TMpOIIaHNe PyKOM, M OTBEPHYJIACh,
CMOTPUTEJb YK€ HE MOT BUAETh €€ XMYypOro 1 3a{yMurBoro juua. OHa BbIIILIA HA YJIMILY, IOJKAHYJIA
MOHETBI, TPUKUbIBASI X OOIIYI0 CTOMMOCTb M CKUHYJIa BCE B IPUTOTOBJICHHBIN KomIesb. OTKJIaIbI-
BaThb JEHBI'M ei OOJIbIIe He TPeOOBAIOCHh M, HEMHOT'O TIOPa3MbIC/IUB, IEBYIIIKA HAITPABUIIACH B TABEPHY
HaIpOTHUB, TaM BCEr/a MoJaBajii OTIMYHOE TEMHOE MUBO U COYHbIE CTEMKU. Eif X0Tenoch npa3aHuKa.

Ho npa3anuka He BHIUIO. 3aTO OHA MOHSLIA, YTO CIMIIIKOM pacciaduiiach 3a 3T TPU Mecsla,
BBITIOJTHSIS JIMIIb Hecephe3Hble 3aJanusl. OHM ObUIM HACTOJIBKO MPOCTHIMH, YTO B MOCIIEIHUNA pa3 B
JIOTOBE BOJIKOB OHA Jjake MpeHeOperia CTaHJapTHOW MOATOTOBKOM, OTIIPABUBIIKUCH TyJa Oe3 3euii
nedeHusi. BoikoB okazanock O0Jbllie, 4YeM 3asiBJICHO, M O0i B OIMHOUKY 3aTsHYJICS. DTa OIUIOITHOCTb
nogapuia Jlerte ere oguH mpam Ha 1iede. Ee pazaymbs e 0osbiiie oMpavyasio 3asiBlIeHHe MaJaM.
Tecca Tpu Mecsilia Ha3aJ| MyCTUIIA €€ B 3TY KOMHATY M BCAYECKU IIbITAIach yroauTh. MIHOrga ee upes-
MepHasi 3a060Ta Ka3aiach 4eM-TO BPOJE MCKYIUICHUS 32 TIPOIUIOe, HO CKOpee BCEro MPUYMHOMN ObLT
OaHasbHBIA cTpax. Benp Opacnerst MopeHTo ¢ JIeTThl 1aBHO CHSUIM, M OHa Morjia oToMcTuth. Ho
BUIMMO, Jlerte 31O TONMbKO Kazaioch. Benp Tenepp Tecca cuutana, 4yTo e€e JOr yruiayeH. Bee ke
AEBYIIIKA MMopajoBasiack, uto Tecca moka He OTaana HUKOMY 3Ty KOMHary. JleTta He XoTesa, YToObl
KTO-TO KWJI B HEH.

[Nocne BoimuToro JleTte He XOTENOCh AAJIeKO MIATH, U JIyUYIIUM BapUAHTOM ObLJIO BEPHYTHCS K
Tecce. Beuepom, cuzisi B KOMHaTe BO3JIE TPIOMO Ha IMOCJIEIHEM 3TAXE B CEBEPHOM KpbLIE U pasIiis-
IbIBasi 3AMOK BJIAJIEKE Yepes3 MOKeNTeBIee OT BpeMeHH CcTekIio, JlerTa oOayMbiBaia MpeaiokeHue
CMOTpUTEIS.

— A Kak OblI THI TOCTYNIIIIA, DcTep? — 00paTHIach B MYCTOTY JIEBYIIIKA.

— Pacckaxu, Pacckaxu... XoTh s ¥ He DcTep, HO MHE CIIMITIKOM CKYYHO. §1 0o 3araaku, —
OTBETWJI €i CTYCTUBIIMIACS TYMaH, IOJHUMAsICh U3 PE3KO OYEPUYEHHBIX TEHEH BO3JIE TPIOMO.

JlerTa He OTBETUJIA, HO MBICIL cOEKaTh TOJANBIIE TIOKA3aJach el He TaKOW IJIOXOW... Bep-
HYTbCS JIOMOI O3Hayaso AJisl He€ IPUHSTH €ro YCIOBUS, a 3HAYUT MOTEPIETh MOPAKEHUE. .. TIPOUT-
pbIBaTh OHA HE JIIOOWIIA.

UépHas OpIMKa, BBIOIIAsICS Y HOT, OTBJIEKaJla OT MBICJIEH, pacciadisiia, 3adupaia TpeBory u
3JI0CTb, YCHIILISIA.

K3k

— O, npuser... Tsl BOBpeMsl, — pa3Aajics yCTaJblil JKEHCKUI TOJI0C C XPUTIOTLON PSAJIOM.

[Non maspliaMu 51 OLITYTHJIA HIEPIIABYIO TIOBEPXHOCTh TabypeTa, BLEMUIACh MallIMHATIBHO, TaK
Bcerga ObiBasio... Huvero He MeHsieTcsi, CTOMT TOJIBKO MOPTHYTb. .. S BBHIIpSIMUJIA CIIMHY, pa3kasa
OHEMEBILME MaJbIBI U C OCTEKJIEHEBIIMMU IJIa3aMU MOBEPHYJIACh K JIeBYIIKe. PacTpenanHsie pycbie
BOJIOCHI, COOpaHHbIE HAa OJHY CTOPOHY, TEMHO-CEpBIE IJ1a3a C YEPHBIM KOJIBIIOM BOKPYT PaayXkKH,
OOKaJI KPacHOTO B MEPEIUIeTeHNH TOHKUX THajblieB. OTBOXY B3MJIsA, XMyplocb. MUHYTY Hazaj ke
ob1a y Tecchl, a ceiiyac orsiTh 3/1€Ch. .. B MpOKypeHHON MaIeHbKOW KyXHE HOUBIO, TJIe TIOMEIAI0TCS
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BCEro JiBa TadypeTa, CTOM M XOJIOMWIBHUK, KaK OHA €ro Ha3bIBaeT, U JIWIIbL OOJBIIIOe OKHO He MaéT
MOIyMaTh, YTO 3TO KJanoBas. JKeTwlil CBET, pacCessHHBIN Yepe3 IUICTSHbIA U3 JI03bl adaxyp, 3aroj-
HsUJT KOMHATY, OCTaBJIsisl ONIMKY Ha cTekyie. Buanumo, s 3aapemana. [IeByika nmepego MHOW IMTUPOKO
YJIBIOHYJIACh, PACTSIHYB I'yOBI B TOHKYIO TIOJIOCKY.

Beicmuii, 1 Tak ycraja OT 3TUX MOCTOSITHHBIX TOJIOCOB B MOEH ToJioBe. .. Bcem 4To-To HYKHO
MOCTOSIHHO.. .. Mopiiych, noTupaio riaza. Kajb, yTo oHa He Dcrep.

— O! [la THI He paga MeHs BUJIETh? — BCKUIBIBaeT OPOBb CHJISIIAS HAIPOTUB. — A 51 BOT Tebe
pana, XOTh Thl U TIOATIOPTUJIA MHE BCE AETCTBO, CBEPKAsk CBOMMH IJIa3UIIAMUA U3 TEMHOTO YIJIa.

— MHe ObLJ10 BeceJIo. .. — MOKA3bIBAIO 5 KJIBIKH.

Vip16a0ch U BCIIOMHMHAID, KaK OHA MEHsI 00siTach, CTyIas KJialaHbe MOMX KOTTeH 1o Tomy. A
KOIJla OHA TOJpOCiia, TO BCTaBala y CaMOil IpaHULIbl TEMHOTBI U CMOTpEJIa Ha MEHsl, TOrjJa YK€ MHe
CTaHOBUJIOCH HE 10 cede. BO3MOKHO JIn, YTO MMEHHO s TIOB/IUsLIa Ha e€ Oe3ymue?

— Jla yX...— OHa JieJiaeT TJI0TOK BUHA, MPAYach 32 TOHKUM CTEKJIOM, CMa3bIBAIOIIUM JICHCTBH-
TEJILHOCTh, YTOOBI CITPABUTHCS C JISTCKUMU BOCIIOMHHAHHSIMU, ¥ CHOBA BBIHBIPHBAET C YKe JAPYTUM
B3IJISIIOM, MOJIHBIM 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTU:

— Kaxk tBOM niena? Bee ernie xuBens y Tecchi?

Kugato. MbIcib 0 TOM, 4TO s XOTesa mocoBeToBathesl. .. C Acrep. .. BemibiBaeT npu ynoMmuHa-
HuM 0 JoMe Tecchl, HO U ¢ Hell TOXe Bellb MOKHO TIOTOBOPUTb.

— a. Ho Hanoenaet B ropozie. .. Xouy YUTH, HO YTO-TO AepkUT. ['0BOpAT, Ha rpaHuue ¢ Mept-
BbIM JiecoM PopeTap ceiiyac MHOTO IUIATAT.

— Tomnbko 310? MOXer, Jayuiie K MOpio? — U, BUAUMO, IPUIIOMHUB, YTO MOpPE Yy HAC He Takoe
6e3omacHoe, nonpassiercs, — K ozepy?

— 51 ymero youBaTh, a TaM cefiuac Kakoe-To HallleCTBUE 00e3yMEBIIINX CYIIECTB. X0Uy CMEHUTh
00CTaHOBKY. ThI ke 3Haelb. . .

— B mpornuisiii pa3 Tebe 3To He CHIILHO TTOMOTJIO, — IEBYIIIKA YCMEXHYJIACh U, TIISIIs, KaK sl OTBO-
pauuBaioch, npogokmwia: — I MHe He momMorsio. Yiima pa3BjieueHUi U HUKAKOro Tojka. Jlymaerb,
cpakartbcsl ¢ OONMBHBIMU 3BEPIOIIKAMU TeOe TIOMOKET?

He 3Hato, uto orBetnth. OTBOKY B3DJIsAA. ByThUlKa BHHA Ha cTtone, PPyKTH, cbip. HeoObru-
HBIT apoMar MPUBJIEKAET MOE BHUMAaHHE: Pe3KUil, CIMBOYHBIH, CJIeTKa MaXHEeT TpruOaMHu U MJIeCEHBIO,
CJIOBHO CbIpasi 3eMJIsl B JIECY Y camMoro creojia AepeBa. OH HallOMMHAET O JIOMe€, O BpEMEHH, Korna
BcE ObUI0 MHAve. CriiaThiBal0 HAKOIMBIITYIOCS CITIOHY.

CupeBiias psoM 3aMedaeT 3TO M X0XoueT. Bo ThMe pacIMpeHHBIX 3pauKOB IMbHOTO B3IJIsIIa
3aroparoTcs cepeOpucTbie UCKpbl. OHa CMOTPUT BHUMATEJILHO |, YJIBIOASCh, CIIPAIITUBACT:

— JlaBaii s nam TeOe JIOMTHUK ChIpa, OH ke MoHpaBmiIcs Tede? M Tak mogxoauTt K OoKary Kpac-
HOTO, — NM0OOJITaB BUHOM B OOKaJle, OHa UT'PUBO YJIBIOASTCS U MOJAOIBUTACT TapesiKy Oke KO MHe,
a 3aTeM MPOJOJIKAET, YETKO BHITOBAPUBast KAKI0E CIIOBO, — A ThI CETO/IHS e BEPHEIILCS JIOMOM.

BHumarenpsHO cMOTpIO Ha 3Ty 0e3yMHYI0... DTOT B3IIAA, YJIbIOKa. B e€ mocryrke ecth mpu-
BbIYHASI MHE JIOTHKA, HO. .. 1 BIPYr OTYETIMBO MOHUMAIO, YTO HE BEPHYCh.

— He MHOrOBaTo i1 THI MPOCHIIIb 32 JAOJIBKY Chipa?

— A ecv s OTZIaM TY K€ JIOJIbKY 32 TO, YTOOBI ThI OTIIPABIIIACH HABCTPEUY NIPUKITIOUCHUSIM WA
HaBCTpeuy CMEpTH. ..Komy Kak. OcTpble ormrymenus 1 Bee€ Takoe! Tebe ke cKkyuHo?

Sl HeBOJBHO YJBIOHYJACh, YKe TMPEIBKYIIas Te camble MPHUKITIOUYEHHUS: HOBBIC 3HAKOMCTBA,
OTCYTCTBHE KPBIIIIU HAJl TOJIOBOM, JIeC 1 OIyIIeHUe CBOOOIbI, YyBCTBO OMACHOCTH, YTO 3aCTaBJISIEeT
CYIIHOCTh TpereTaTh B OXUAaHUHM. .. M Hajmekaa, 4To s CMOTY UCHBITaTh SIPKMe SMOIIMU U YYBCTBO
BOCXUIIICHHS 3aCTaBJISIIOT MEHsI YBEPEHHO MPOTAHYTh PYKY K Tapesike.

— Hu Tenn comHeHus1. 3HaUuT, TH yKe permia’? — TyKaBO CMOTPUT OHa, Kak S ’KaJHO OTKY-
CBIBAI0 KYCOUEK OT KpOIIaIIencsl B pyKax OeJoi MacChl, KOTOpasi MSTKO TaeT Ha sI3bIKEe, OCTaBJISIS
COJieHbIe, OOBOJIAKMBAIOIIIHE . . . TIOKAJILIBAHUS.

— Tonpko Ge3yMHBIN TIpeJiaraeT JIOJIbKY ChIpa 3a TaKoe. ..
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— U cornamaetcs Toxe, — OHa MSATKO yibiOaeTcsi, — Mbl He Takue yx pasHsie. [1ist e0st 6e3ymue
— 910 I'pansb. [ly1g1 MEHS OHO HACTYIIAET PaHBIIIE, — UCKPBI IIOrac/Id, OCTABUB JIUILIb XOJIOAHYIO IIyCTOTY
BO B3IVIsiZIe, ¥ OHA JIo0aBwmiia. — B 9Toi urpe chIp Thl BCE paBHO TOMYYHIIlb, TOJIBKO IO MPUEMIIEMON
1ist TeOs TIeHe. . .

— Hagctpedy nmpuKIiOueHHsAM, 3HAYMT...— OCO3HAJA 5 TO, YTO ceidvac MpoU30IuIo, — A Thi?
Kakosa niena tBoero coipa?

— 51 BCE emm€ coMHeBaloCh. — OHa ClierKa TMoJepHYJIa YroJKaMu Ty0, TIpsida 4yBCTBa 3a OOKaIoM
BHUHA.
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I'nasa 2. 7Ku3nb B kJane. IIpomuioe

JleBouka yuysia yyxaka cpa3y. OcTaibHble elI€é MpOA0IKaIM TOHATBCS JPYr 3a APYroM Io
TEMHO-CEPOil OT JIOXK[ IUIOIIA/AKE, TOKPBITOM MEJKUMH OCKOJKaMU BYJKAaHUYECKOro KamHs. [pe
BOCITUTATEJIbHULIBI TOKE, YJIOBUB 3arlax 4yXkoro, NOAHSINCh CO CKAMBU U BIVISA/IENUCH B JaJlb.

Ha nopore B10J1b Jieca OT TOPHO# IpsAibl MasTuMIIO KpacHoe NMATHO. ITyTHUK 111es1, He CKpbIBasiCh
U He Oracasich, Majo KTO TaK XOAWJI 1O 3TOW jgopore. [lake TOpProBueB JaBHO HE OBUIO, KOTOpbIE
MHOT/Ia K HUM 3amisasiBaii. OneT oH Obl1 B HE3HAKOMBbIE JIEBOYKE OJIEsTHUS HEKOT/1a sIPKO-KPacHOro
L[BETa, MIOXO)KUE HA IJ1aThsl BOCIUTATENBbHULL. .. [[BET TKaHu ciierka NOTYCKHEJ OT OCEBILEH Ha Heil
IBUTH, 1 U HECKOJIbKO MOTPENAaHHbIN BUJ1 €€ TOBOPUJI O TOM, UTO ITyTHUK IPOBEJI B JOPOre yXKe JI0roe
BpeMsL.

OpnHa U3 BOCIIMTATEIbHMLL 3arHajia JeTeil B OOLMid JOM, U3 KOTOPOTrO HAaBCTPEdy MM BBIIILIA
AmkenTa. JIumo e€ cusyio U BeIpakajio HeOOblYaliHyI0 PagocTh U MPUBETIMBOCT. JleBuyIika pac-
CJIBIILIAJIA TOJIBKO Mapy CJIOB U3 UX MPUBETCTBUM. .. MyX4MHa B KPAaCHOM COOOLIAJI, YTO OH Mar.

Io3xe yxe B fome JlerTa mbITanack BeISACHUTH Y Byka — mapHUILIKK NOCTapIe, KTO jKe TaKoi
9TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN «Mar».

— Kro Takoit mar? — 3agymaicsa Byk, — Mar... Tot, KTo UCrosnb3yeT Maruio.

- Cuny?

— Her... Onu apyrue, y Hux Het CyIHOCTH. .. JIeMOHBI HE MOTYT CTaTh MaramH. .. He 3a01Bai
ceOe roJoBy.

K3k

JleBouKka Ha KOPTOYKAaX BHITATMBAJIA LIEI0 BBEPX, MPUKPBIBAJIA BEKU M MPUCTYLIMBAJIACH K
IIENIOTY BETpa B KPOHaX AepeBbeB. Bes €€ CylHOCTh HAaNps’KeHHO 03Upallach U NbITAJIACh OTAEIUTh
OT MHOECTBA 3BYKOB Jieca TY JIETKYIO MOCTYIIb CTPAHHOIO CYIIECTBA, KOTOPOe HaOMoalo 3a Hel
yXke Kakoe-To Bpemsl. PeOeHOK HMKak He MOT MOHATh €ro HaMepeHusl, a FPOMKOE Pe3KOe YMPHKAHbE
JIECHBIX TNTHIL] TIOCTOSIHHO MEIIaJIo el CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATHCS. .. XOTsl, BOSMOKHO, IIPHUYMHA OblIa B
APYTOM.

JleBouka MogHsIA JJIMHHBIE YEPHBIE PECHHULIBI, OTKpPbIBas Ila3a, U TPOMKO, U YBEPEHHO, KaK
yumJla MaTb-BOJIYMLIA, IPOU3HECTIA!

— Beixoau, 51 3Ha10, 4To THl HaOmogaemb. Kto Tol 1 uTo TEOE HY ) HO?

Korga nuctes Bo3je epeBa 3alleBeNMINCh, JEBOUKA MOBEPHY/IaCh B CTOPOHY LIyma M IpU-
cMOTpesach. TeMHO-3e/1eHble JIMCTbs SIIOBUTOTO KYyCTa ¢ (pUOJIETOBBIMU ATOaMHU, Ha3BaHUE KOTOPOIo
J€BOYKA HE IOMHMJIA, HO YETKO 3HaJIa, UTO €ro CJIeyeT OracaThCs U He MOAXOJUTh, 3aIEeBETUINUCD. . .

CourypuBIIUCh, TaK KaK 3peHUE e€ MOABOIMIIO U BCE PaCIlIbIBAJIOCH, JIeTTa HaKOHel yBHIe/a
s1epa, cIesaBIlero mar K Heil. SIpko-¢uroneToBble IM1a3a ero BHUMATeIbHO YCTABUIIMCH Ha JIEBOYKY,
a MeperoHYaThle KpbUIbsl 32 CIIMHOM MEJIJIEHHO PACKPBUIMCh, IOKa3bIBas BCE BEJMKOJIENIUE pa3Maxa
KPBUIBEB U CBEPKAIOILYIO 3€JIEHYIO Yelllylo Ha Koke. Jlaxke CyIHOCTb BOCXMTHJIACh STUM CYILIECTBOM,
MIPU3HAaBasi €ro MpaBo ObITh PABHBIM, XOTh U CHJIA €TI0 Ka3ajlach €i He TaKOH YK U BEJTMKOM.

— 3amernna meHs? Hano ke, Kakoi CMBIIUIEHBI peOeHOK. §1 Xouy ¢ TOOOH Mourpars.

— Kro0 Gyzner oxoTHHKOM, a KTO 100bI4eli? — cripocuia Jlerta, He Moprasi.

Eii mokazayioch, 4TO BEeKH siiiepa Cjerka APOTHY/M, a 3aTeM IacTh pacTeKyiach B 3yOacTOH
yJIbIOKE.

— A 3TO MBI Y3HaeM B KOHIIE UTPbl. A cefiuac OTBeTh: Oyelllb MOMM Jpyrom?

T'onoBa cymiectBa crerka HakJIOHWJIACh, M (PUOJIETOBbIE UCKPBI B IVIa3aX MECKOM MEJIEHHO
NepechNaIMCh Ha JPYIyio CTOpPOHY. 3aBoposkeHHas JleTta BIpyr TUXO mpoOopMoTaa:

— Ha, 6yny...

3ByK KJALAIIIMX 3yOOB BBIIEPHY €€ U3 3TOro coctosiHus. CyLHOCTh pBajlach Hapyxy, ei
XOTeJIOCh yOe:kaTh, CKPbIThCA. .. Ha OMH KOPOTKMIA MUT €l MOYyUIIOCh, YTO BCS CHJIa MUPO3/IaHHUS,
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CPOZIHU KYCOYKY 3BE3IHOTO0 HOUYHOro HeOa, KOCHYJIAch CBOEH JIafoHblo e€ yida... M B TO ke Bpems
CYIIIHOCTH XOTEJIOCh CIIY’)KUTb CTOJIb CUJIIBHOMY CYIIIECTBY, IIPU3HABasi CBOE HUUTOXKECTBO.

JlerTa ouHynach U mbITAIaCh MOHATH, O YEM €1 HIEMYET CYIIHOCTb, HO HE UyBCTBYS U HE BUJS
9TOIl BEJIMKOW CUJIbl, OHA HE NIPU3HABAJIA, YTO YTO-TO MOXKET €l HaBpeJUTh, HO HEIOBEpUE YEPHBIM
POCTKOM YK€ ITPOpacTallo B €€ cepaLe.

— Tel uykak! B Moeii cemMbe y MeHs1 MHOTO jipy3eii. HoBble Apy3bsi MHE HE HYKHBI.

— ThI y)e cornacumiach, 3TOro He U3MEHHTb. ..— SIIEP MOIMUTHYJ ¥ TPIKKOM HBIPHYJI 3a O/~
JKariee JepeBo.

JleBouka HaOpasia OJTHbIE JIETKUE BO3yXa U pPBaHyJa B CTOPOHY MOCENIEHHUs], HE TO, YTOOBI OHA
UCITyTaach, MPOCTO Pa3roBOpP ObLT OKOHYEH.

K3k

TeMmHble I1a3a MOJIOION JEBOYKM MCKAJIM CBOIO J100bIuy. ['po3a mpuOimxkanach, BETep yxe
JOHOCHJI 3allax MOKPOM 3eMJIM C ceBepa. Pe3kas BCIIBIIIKA MOJIHUM OYEpTUIIA TEHU Ha NPUMSTON
CYXOU TpaBe MEKIY JIEPEBbEB.

Bor on! Ee ManeHbkuii KpoJuK.

[Tpbixok. I'pom cryrHy:n ero. JlensiHoit 10k /Ab yaapuil KpYIHBIMU KaIuIsIMH 10 TUIBHOM, MOJI-
Mep3iien 3emiie. [leBouka MpuHIOXanack, nepennia Ha Oer. Bo ThMe HOUM OHa BHENA TOJBKO Kpac-
HOE MYJIbCUPYIOLIEE MSATHO — CBOIO JKEPTBY.

Emg onna Bembimka. OcTpble KIBIKY MPOKYCHIIH T'yOy OT IPeIBKYIIEHHS.

[Mpeikok. Packar rpoma 3actaBuin Masibuuka o0epHyThcsi. OH ycrien yBUIETh e€ yIbIOKY 1 CBep-
KaloIye OCTphle 3yOBl Mepej1 TeM, Kak JeBYOHKA MOBAJIMIIA €r0 Ha MOKPYIO 3€MITIO.

VYrupasch JagoHSIMU B €ro TPyAb M BIABJIMBAsl MAJbYMIIKY B Ipsi3b, OHA, HAOpaB BO3/IYX B
JIeTKWe, U3Jajia MPOH3UTEIbHBI BOM, Orjialias OKpecTHOCTU O cBoell moOene. M3naneka no Heé
JOHECCs1 OTBETHBIN OTPBIBUCTBIN KJIWY. [IeBUOHKA BCKOUMIIA U, MEJIBKOM B3IVISIHYB Ha MOHUMAIOLLIE-
rocsi apHsi, MIOMYajach Ha 30B, )Ka/IHO BIIUTHIBAS 3allaXy HOUHOIO JIECA, CMEIIaHHbIE C TOKIEM.

I'po3a — ofiHa U3 CTUXMIA, YbIO CHITy HeJb3s1 ObUTO criepkath. [110THas cTeHa JOXAS CKphIBaIa
OT HUX OOIIHIA JOM, KOT/1a IBOE JIETel BHIHBIPHYJIU U3 Jieca. M3 BHICOKMX PHUOTKPBITHIX IBEPEH CTPY-
WIICS TETUIbINA CBET, pacceKasi pOBHOM JIMHKMEHN MOJIOTHO Aok/s. [leBouka 3a0ekasa BHYTpPb U OCTa-
HOBWJIACh, TIPUIILYPUBIIKCH OT SIPKOTO CBETA JKAPOBHHM, CTOSIBILIEH B LIEHTpPE Iepell OrPOMHBIM 00e-
JEHHBIM CTOJIOM. 32 HUM yKe COOpaIMCh HECKOIBKO B3POCIIBIX M OCTAJIbHBIE JETH. 3amax KapeHoro
Msica, MOATrOPEBILEro JTyKa U MOKPOH IIEPCTH BUTAJT B TEIJIOM ITPOCTOPHOM MOMEILEHUH.

Psinom ¢ aBepbio crosia xeHnHa. E€ uepHble ¢ ceIMHOM BOJIOCH ObLIH 3arlIeTeHbl B TOHKUE
KOchl. B pykax oHa epxaiia cyxue rpyoble TPSIIKH, KOTOPbIE JOJKHBI ObUTH COMTH 32 TIOJIOTEHIIA.

—Tlo3apasnsiio ¢ mode1oi B 3TOM 0XOTe, — KEHIIMHA 00paTUIIach K AEBOUYKE U MTPOTSHYJIA CyXOe.

— 41 To’e MHOTMX MOIMaJl B 3TOI 0XOTe, — Pe3KO BKJIMHUJICS MapHUILIKA 110331, BBIPBAJI OTHO
13 MOJIOTEHEI U3 PYK KEHILIUHBI U TOIIEN B OTOPOKEHHYIO BUCSILMMHU IUIEIaMU 30HY [IEpe0eBaThCs.

JleBouKa MofHsiIa B3MISI, ¥ JKEHCKOE JIUIO, TOKPHITOE TOHKUMH MOPIIMHKAMH, YJIBIOHYJIOCH
eii, 3aTeM KEHIIHA CBOOOJHOM PYKOM, IPOBE/IS 1O BJIAKHBIM OT 1051 BOJIOCaM, OT/aJia TIOJIOTEHIIe
Y KUBHYJIA:

— Wmm, MBI 3KJIEM TOJIBKO Bac.

CujieBime 3a CTOJIOM MaJIeHbKUE JETH YKe TepsuTi TeprieHHue: KTO-TO Aepraji 3a pykaB Onu-
KaMIIyl0 BOCIIUTATEIbHULYY M TOHEHBKMM T'OJIOCKOM BBHIITPALIMBAJI €y; KTO-TO, YCTaB IOCJE OXOThI
HACTOJIbKO, YTO HE MOT JJa’Ke CUAETh POBHO, YTKHYJICSI HOCOM B JIOKOTb U, CUJISICh HE 3aCHYTb, pa3Iiis-
IbIBAJ MyCThIE CTAKAHBI U TAPEJIKU Niepe]t COOOM, OTBOIS B3IJIS] OT MAHSIIUX KYCKOB KapeHOro msica
B OFPOMHBIX MUCKax. OcTayibHble BHUMATEIbHO HAOMIONATN 32 MaTepbIO-BOMUMIIEH, OKUIas1, KOraa
e Ta pa3pelluT UM HaKOHel HayaTb Tpane3dy. Jlaxe caaJKo maxHyIlye Sro[bl U OBOLLIM, KPaCHBO
pasyoXeHHbIE Ha TapesKax, He MOIJIM UX OTBJIEYb.
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JKeHmmyHa ¢ cefielonMMy BOJIOCAMU TIOJIONIA K orpoMHOMY ctoty. OHa Opocuiia B3Ds Ha
oyar, Tjie Cropajid oObATHIC TUIAMEHEM CyXHe BETKH, W, JIOKJIABIIMCH, KOT/Ia MOOeAUTENIbHULIA U e
no0bIYa 3aiMyT CBOU MeCTa PsIZIOM, MeJICHHO U TPOMKO Havasa:

— Jletu MoM, B 9TOU OXOTe KaX bl MPOSBUI ceOsl OCTOMHO. Bricimii OyaeT T0BOJICH BaMHu, a
Xo3siika Apau-eHTe BO3HAIPAAUT 3a Ballly CMEJIOCTh U peluTeabHocTs. Ho He uiure dyzneca v He
KIuTe ux ot 6oxkecTB. Kaxapiil u3 Bac yxke cam 1o cede uyno. Ku3Hp KaxI0ro u3 Bac — 4yso!

BocnuraTenbHUIIBI BHECIIM KOTEJIOK, SIPKO MAaXHYIUN METAJIOM, U 3arepiiu IBepH Ha 3aCOB.

— IMoGenurenpHMLIEH B oXoTe cTasia Jlerta. Hemenmo Ha3am Mbl pa3qHOBAIN €€ JIEBATHIN JICHb
POXIEHHs, a ceituac — e€ modey. Byk crai BTOpbIM, — JKeHIIUHA C YKOPOM IIOCMOTpeSia Ha MaJTbunKa,
KOTOPBIN, CKPECTUB PYKH, CUET Ha CKaMbe W OypaBWJI B3IJISAIOM TapeiKy, MONHYI0 eabl. [lokadan
rOJIOBOM U B3[I0OXHYB, Matb pojioykuia:

— CerogHsi oYeHb BaXHBIN JJIs HAC JIeHb, HO BHAYaJle JaBaiiTe BO3/IaJUM XBaly U CMUpPEHUE
Apnu-enrte. M BCIOMHUM TeX, KOMY He ITOBE3JI0 OKa3aThCsl cpeiv Bac. UbM J1y11IM U Tesla uepes Kepiio
BYJIKaHa 3a0pajia Apau B CBOU TIOKOHU.

IToka oHa roBopuia, BOCIUTATENILHUIIBI yKE€ Pa3IvBaIA MO CTaKaHaM HAIMUTOK JJIsl LIEpeMo-
HUH. ..

kek

JlpIxaHue JeBOYKHU CTajlo poBHee. Teruible pyKu MaTepu IJIaJIijIM ee 1o CIIMHE, YCIOKauBasl.

— 51 xouy OBITb B CO3HAHWH. ...

— Tebe craner nyure. .. CyIHOCTb U Thl — €JHBI, OHA JIe/IaeT TeOs CUJIbHEe.

VYBepeHHbIe TPUKOCHOBEHUS K I1Iee U JIONaTKaM pacciadisiyid MBI, U BEKH 3aKPhIBATUCE.
JleBouka mojkana KOJEHU W BbIIOXHY/IA. Menkasi ApOkb, MPOKATUBIIUCH BOJHOM, OTITYCTHIIA €€
TeJIbIIe, U MaJIBIIIKA MIPOBATIIIACH B COH. Jlexkaluili Ha coceIHell KPOBaTH MaJIbUMIIKA YXKe JIaBHO
craj.

— 3anoMHH, eciii B3AyMaellb OTPEUbCsl OT CBOEW CYTH, TO yMpelb!

«A KakoBa MOSI CyTh. .. CYIITHOCTb U 51 — MBI eiuHbl? Toraa KTo s 0e3 He€ U KTo oHa Oe3 MeHs7»

Korpa Jlerta cHoBa OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a, TO YBUEA PSIOM HA KPOBAaTU AJIKEHTY.

— IIpocnynace? Tebe yxe myudrie?

JleBouka KMBHYJIa U, IPUIIOMHUB CJIOBa MaTepu o cuiie niepesi TeM, Kak YCHYTh, CIIPOCHJIA:

— 3auem HaM ObITh cuiibHee? Mbl M Tak CHIIbHBIE. .. Kak bl U3 HaC MOXET MOoMMaTh CaMOro
OBICTPOTO KPOJIUKA.

— Cuia — 310 He TOJIbKO Mpo (pU3HUECKOe. .. YM, XUTPOCTh, Joruka... Ho Bcerna ectb cuia,
KoTOpas cuiibHee TeOs. Harprmep, cMepts. Ho moka ThI %1Ba, Thl UMEEIIIb ITPaBo 00poThest. OIHAKO
TOBOPAT, HE HYXKHO TIBITAThCsI 0OOMaHyTh TeX, KTo cuiibHee. OHu nepeurpatot 1edst. Ho s mompoOyio. . .
— Omna nopana e Kpyxky, — [ef.

JleBouka OTnusa, MOMOPIIYBILIKCS.

— Ecim He Mokelb cTaTh CHIIbHEE, TO JepPKUCh TOro, KTO CHJIbHEe, UM 3a MOOeTUTEeNIeM. . .
Sl mpocTto mbITaloCch cAearh Bac cuibHee. [lonuBail, — oHa AOTPOHYJIACH JI0 KPYXKKH, TIOAO/BUTAS, —
Mup KeCTOK, M TAKUM, KaK BbI, HE BBIKUTD. .. BOJNBIIMHCTBO JieTel 37ech ObUTM OECKPBUTBIMU, TIOKA
s He 3a0pasia ux. JJaBHBIM-JJABHO TaKWX, KaK OHU, COpACHIBAIU B KepJio ByJIKaHa. .. Thl ke 3Haellb. . .
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I'naBa 3. Pemenue yiitu

JleHu3 r1aBHO OMycTHIIa JTUCT OyMary Ha ctoi niepen Jlerroid. [IeBymika xotena ero npuBHHYTh
Omke, HO Masblibl JIeHns, jexarye Ha HeM, KPerko yAep:KuBaiv OekeBbli JIUCT Ha MecCTe.

Kyparop Jlertsl — Mapk, KOTOpBbIi1 CTOSLT BO3JI€ JEBYIIKH, CIIPOCHI:

— Thl TOYHO MOHUMAEIIb, Ha YTO corylamaenibcsi? Tam cetyac TBOPUTCS UTO-TO HETIOHATHOE,
cyliecTBa OyATO cyMaclilie[IIie HaraJaloT Ha BCceX, MHOTHe OeryT B cTOpoHy Apesi. Ha ceBepe Toxe
€CTh JIarepb, U TaM ropaszio CIOKOWHee, MOKET BCe-TaKU OTIIPAaBUTh Tedst Tyaa?

— 51 Xo4y mpUHECTH TIOJIb3Y, UCTIONB3Ysl CBOM HABBIKU... MHe Oyner ckyuHo Onu3 MibMupa,
Oki111a xe He BBITYCTUT MEHs U3 Jlarepsi, — JIeTta ciierka noBepHysa rojioBy 4 nocMorpesia Ha Mapka
CHU3Y BBepX. B r1azax MelbKHY/ M 030pHbIE UCKOPKH, Ha TyOax MOsIBUJIACH UTPUBAs yJIbIOKa. Beiep-
’KaB May3y ¥ TOMHO B3JIOXHYB, OHa TPOW3HECNa ¢ Jiojied rpyct: — Jla u MHe OyJer TaMm XOJIOIHO,
CKOpee BCEro.

JleHu3 ycMexHyJach:

— A Ha 3anajne tebe Oy/IeT CITUIITKOM ChIPO.

— Mwmwm, B camblil pa3, — He OTpbIBas B3risaa oT Mapka, napupoBaia 6e3 ctpaxa Jlerra. Urpatb
C JKEHIIIMHAMU TIOPOM €Ml TOKE HPABUJIOCh, a [IeHnc 3Haa e€ He NepBbli TOfl U UHOTA AasKe MOJbIT-
poiBana. [Ipsamo kak cenyac.

— Bornra B Kypce TBoel 3aten? — KEHIIMHA HAMPSKEHHO JEPHY/IA KPbUIbIMHU.

— Her. Ho s Benp yxe B3pociast 1 MOTy caMa pellaTh, He ONUpasich HA MHEHHE POJCTBEHHU-
KOB, — JIEMOHMIIA OTKMHYJIA PACIyIIEHHbIE BOJIOCH HA3a/l, IPUCIYIIMBAsACh K TOHKOMY apOMaTy po3-
MapHHa.

Mapk u [Ienns neperissHyauch. B3risaa Mapka TyT ke BEpHYJICS Ha CJIerKa BbIOIYIOCS TOHKYIO
npsaab Bosoc. Bucesmias Bo3ze yxa, OHa KOKETJIMBO MOKAYMBAIACh M KacajlaCh LIEH.

Xotb Bonra ceifuac u ObUI WX MMOAYMHEHHBIM, HO CJIOBO OBIBIIIETO KOMAaH/AMpPa TOPOICKOM
CTpaxu 1 Beixoaua u3 cembu lllnuran nmesno Hemauelid Bec B ropose. Eme u Okma [nuran mor He
COIJIACUTBCS, Y3HAW OH O TOM, YTO €ro BOCHUTAHHUIIA penInia yexaTb. Ero peakimyu oHM onacaauch
OOJIBILIE.

[IpepBaB ux CAUIIKOM I'POMKOE MoJTYaHue, JleTTa npousHecsa:

— 41 Bcé xe Holy (paMUIIHIO STOM CeMbU M MOTY peliaTh 3a ceOs1 cama! MMeer u 310 XOThb
Kakoui-1o Bec? ToNbKO JaiiTe uyTh OOJbINe BPEMEHH, YTOObl JoOpathes 1o jareps. [loxanyiicra, —
JlerTa B3s1;1a epo U OOMakKHyJIa ero B YepHuiIa. — YTo HyKHO Harucarh?

— IIpocTo mocraBb MOANVCH M ATy, — OTO3Baach JleHu3, oTimycKas Juct. — Mbl He Oyiaem
BMEIMBAThCsA, HO obelmai cooO0muts bonre o cBoem orbesze. Uepes nsTh JHEH B KOHIIE MecsIa
HOBOW JIYHBI ThI JIOJDKHA BbleXaTh. Bocemb aHel, 4toObl 1o0pathesi. OroHEK ¢ cOOOIIEHHEM B Jlarephb
MBI OTIIPABUM TIO3:K€E, BAPYT Thl IIEPEAyMaclllb.

JleByIlIKa akKypaTHO 1 Me/IJICHHO BbIBeJIa BUTHUEBAThIe OYKBbBI CBOEH (haMuii. . .

— Jla-ga, KOHEe4HO.

Jlerta o6neryeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, KOTJA 32 CIMHOM TSIKENO 3aXJIONHY/ach ABepb 3amka. Cepble
YJIOUYKHM TaKOrO POAHOIO U B TO € BpPeMsI HEHABUCTHOIO ropofa IaBHO Ka3aJuCh ed uykuMH. [laxe
IIMPOKAsI IJIaBHAsl YJIUIIA 0 BOCTOUHBIX BOPOT C aKKYPATHBIMH, OOTraTo YKpaIlleHHBIMU JIOMUKAMH,
YUCTEHBKOM TUIOIMIAJKON 711 TeJIENOPTalMi M YIOTHBIMUA Mara3MHYMKaMM pasjpaxaia e€. B atoii
MCKYCCTBEHHOM OIPSITHOCTU M YUCTOTE OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA ceOs1 HE HA CBOEM MecTe, CJIUILIKOM TUKOU
Y CBOOOTHOM U... CIUIIKOM I'PS3HON [y1s1 3TOro ropofa. OHa BCTpeTHIach B3MISAA0M C MUMO IPOXO-
ISIIAM YeJIOBEKOM.

«Ecnu Obl OH 3HaI, KTO 51... OH Obl yOeskan B cTpaxe. Vm, 4To emg Xyxe, KHHYJICS Obl Ha MEHS
C HOXXOM», — JeBYIIIKA MPUTOPHO YJIBIOHY/IACh, OTOJsisl TOHKYIO MOJMOCKY Oenbix 3yOoB. Myk4nHa
yIBIOHYJCS B OTBET. — «HO 51 Takasi ke (pasiblliuBKa, KaKk 3TOT FOPOI».
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Bo3sBpararscst JoMo¥i il He XOTeI0Ch, TaM ObLIO CJMIIKOM MycTo. KoHeuHo, ouHOouecTBa OHA
HE CTpallnIach, HO ¥ OOJBIIIOrO YIOBOJBCTBHUS OT HEr0 HE WCIBITHIBANA... A WCKaTh KOMITAHUIO U
KOTO-TO TyJa BECTH el He XOTeIoCch. TOT JOMUK OcTaBaJiCsl YOKHIIEM TOJIBKO JIJIsl He€ OqHOM. .. U,
MOET OBITh. .. KOT1a-HUOYIb. . .

OHa MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI MBICJIH:

«Hy yx HeT, oH MeHs He 3anpeT Oosbiie!»

HakuHyB KamioIoH, AeByIKa YBEPEHHO 3alaraja 1o yiuile, Morpykasch B CBOM MBICITH.

kk

Jlemma ocmopodcro npuomxkpulaa 0eepo 6 kaburem. Kpecaa y kamuna nycmosanu. Ha mémro-
cuHem bapxame OOUBKU NAABHO PACMEKANCS OpaHicesvlii ceem om ozHs. Illupokue OnurHble meHu
HA nony crezka nooepeusaniuct YePHOU ObIMKOU, NPUOAUNCASACL U 3ACMABASSL 08YUWKY 8CROMHUMD,
Umo, 803MOJNCHO, 3a Hell CAedsm.

Bmopwim ucmounuxom ceema bvina ramna Ha NUCb MeHHOM cmone cnpasa. boama onsame paoo-
man 0onozoHa. Omuémol dasanucoy msdxceno. Emy ovino 2opazoo npoue omcmosimo 6 0o3ope unu
noimams pazooHuKo8, uem Hanucams napy CmpoK o npooeaaHHol pabome.

/leéepb muxo ckpunnyaa, omkpuieasce wupe. Heckonvko becuiymuoix wiazoe u Jlemma yoice cmo-
sna eo3ne cmoaa.

— A cobpana sewu. 3aempa yiioy.

Myorcuuna monua oonucan cmpouxy u OmoOBUHYA UEePHUNbHULY ¢ nepom. OmKUHYEUUCL HA
CNUHKY Kpecaad, OH MsHCeno 6300XHYA U, He NOOHUMASL 21a3 HA 0e8YIUKY, CNPOCUA:

— Tot mouno xouewv coenamuv 3mo cetivac? Celiuac, ko20a 6cé Haaaounocy. Mue Ka3anocy,
Mbl CUacmauea.

— Ilocne moeo paccnedosanus u cmepmu 0eMoHa mul usmeHuncs. Tol 3a0yuiun MeHs ceoell
3abomoii! 3auem mol nompeb60o6an He NOCvLIAAMb MEHSA HA 3A0aHUs?

Myorcuuna npuxpoln 2aasa.

— Sawumums xouy.

T'yovl Oesyuku pacmsanyauce 8 ycmeuike. YepHulii wienk coOpouKkU 60AHAMU CMPYUACS OM KPY-
JHCe8HO20 augba, Koeoa oHa nooxoouna onudxce. Ilpucee Ha Kpaeuwek cmona, OHa HEOPEXHCHO 83514 8
DPYKU C8010 OAUHHYIO KOCY U NPUHANACH €€ PACNAemamb.

— A pasee 51 06 s3mom npocuaa?

boama caedun 3a dsudicenusmu pyx. ToHKue nanvlpl pe3ko 6NUSANUCL 8 MY20 CMSAHYMblE
nemau U MeONeHHO NPOOBULANUCH OO KOHUUKO8 B0NOC.

— byoewv orcumo y Teccol? 3auem 80obue xoueuo myoa eeprymucs? Pazee mede He Hpasumcsi
JHCUBHL, KOMOPOU mbl Hcuséutv? Cnokotinas sHcusus. [Ipocmoie, nonsmuule ewu... Xopowas eoa,
HanumKu u pockowtas ooexcoa. Tenaas nocmens, uucmole NPOCMbIHU. .. — YeOnKU 2Y0 creeka Opoe-
HYAU, — MACCAIAC.

Omuasnue mak u cK6o3uno0 8 Kkaxcoom caose. Jlemma nomopugunace. Ona He oxcuoana, umo
OH OYOem UCNnoNb308aNb €€ CAAOOCMU.

— Tol cam ywén 6 uweliku 6 ceoe 8pems, umoodvbl nocmompems mup. Tebe nHadoeno ezanepmu
8 3MOli 3010Moll Kaemke meoezo 0edd, — OHA NOOANACHL 8NEPED, BLIOUUECS NOKOHBI KOCHYAUCL PYKU
Myocuursl. — Bedb max, opamuk?

Tocaeonioro ¢ppazy Jlemma npousrecna ¢ XuugHot YavlOKoL.

— He uepaii co muoii. Bcé moocem Ovims 20paszoo npoute. Tol 3Haeutv, — ycmano npousHéc o,
NOHS18 CB010 ONNOWHOCMb. — Ima éepcusi 0ns opyeux. Tel dodxcHa Ovlaa yowce NOHAMb, XOMb OHA U
He mak 0aneka om peanvHOCmU, — OH c0endn KOpomkyrw naysy. — A nowen myoa uz-3a meos...

«Ymobul dokazame...» —xomen dooasume boama, Ho océkcs.

Kopomxo ycmexuysuiuce, desywxa omcmpanuaace U 32As1HyAd Ha MYMHoe CMeEKA0 AAMNbI.

— 3nauum, 6cé Hauanoco parvue... Todxce xomen nozabomumscs 000 mMHe? 3auumums ?

— A pazee amo naoxo?
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Myorcuuna npomsanya K Heil pyky u npuscman, Ho 0e8YuwKa yice OMouLna om cmona U NO8epHy -
2ac K Hemy cnuHol. OH AUlb KOCHYACS KOHUUKAMU NAAbUEE PACMPENAHHBIX 8010C. [lesyuKa yMHO
BbLIOOXHYAA U MYM JHce XON0OHO NPOUSHECAd, HANPABASACH K 08EPU:

— A acé ace xouy noscumo omoenvro. Y Teccol.

—Ilyckaii sma kowka cetiuac yii0em, s npuOYMaro, Kak 6epHymo eé, —muxo npowenman boama,
K020a 08epb 3a 0e8YUKON 3aKPbLAACY.

K3k

«Bor emg€, 1a kTo TEOE MO3BOMUT. .. » — Aymaa JleTta, yBepeHHO CTymnas o YUCTEHbKOW MOCTO-
BOI1, IOrPy’)k€HHAsl B CBOM BOCIIOMMHAHM S, OHA JJa’Ke HE 3aMETUJIa, KaK HOTM ITPUBEJIM €€ K ITIaBHOW
aBepu B myOnuuHblid 1oM «Y Tecchl». [leByIka rmogHsiia rojoBy BBEpX, M YepHbIE MPSIIU BHIOWIIHCH
M3-T1071 KaImoIoHa KypTKU. OHa ¢ yIoeHHeM paccMaTpuBajla BBICOKOE TPEXITaKHOE 3JaHHE C OTPOM-
HOU KpblIIeH, rie pacnonaraics yepaak. [llepiiaBsie kaMmHU, NOPOCIIKE JIMIIARHUKOM B MECTaX, Ky/aa
COJTHIIE 3aXO/IMJIO OUEHb PE/IKO M3-3a OJIM30CTH FOPOJCKOW CTEHBI. A ceiiyac B MeCsII| HOBOU JIyHbI B
CE30H JIOKJIEH CO CHErOM M HOYHBIX XOJIOZIOB, CTEHBI ObLITHM MOKPHITHI €IIE U TOJION BBICOXIIIEH JIO301
auKoro BUHorpaaa. OHa HeHaBU/IENA STU YepHEIOIIMe TOHKHE JIO3bl, OOBUBAIOIIHE OOJBIIYIO YacTh
ropojia, OHM CJIOBHO KIAJIM CBOETO Yaca, YTOOBI IPOCHYTHCS, BBITYCTUTD JIUCThSI U IIBETHI TIOBCIOAY.
Kawmenucrolie crenu Bozze BynkaHa Topeo M MX 3apOCIIMii JIEC OKOJIO MOCENIEHUs] OHA HUKOTA He
3a0biBasia. OHM Bcerja Ka3aiuch ei KpacuBee, XOThb U MPOIIUIO yXKe OYeHb MHOTO JIET.

JleBy1iKa MpocTosiia Tak BCEro NMapy MUHYT, KakK BAPYT YCIIbIIIAja I0J0C MAPHUIIKY:

— Ho6poro aus, rocroxa. ['ocionqua Bonra IlInuran mpucian MeHs niepeiaTh BaM 3T0, — OH
MPOTSIHYJI 3AIIUCKY.

— Onsare? Hukak He yiimercs? — JleTta He I/ IopBajia e€ v oTaana 0OpaTHO MapHIO.

ToT npuHsT OOPBIBKU:

— Pa3 BbI onsATh He cTayy yuTarh... OH MPOCKII IepeaTh, YTo, KaK U Mpexke, KAET Bac 0Ma
U....— [IapeHb 3JIWIICS KPACKOM, — Balll BOJIOCHI, KaK BCEI/1a, IPEKPACHBI.

Manpuuiika 3axKMypysICs.

— Bonockl roBopuib? — OHa pacxoXoTajiack, — ITO Thl TaK JyMaelllb WM OH MONpPOCHII?

— lN'ocnoguH npocut.

Jlerta cnerka ynplOHyIach:

— Kakue crpaHHbIE KOMIUTUMEHTHI. .. HO J1a JlaqHO. CKaKH, UTO sl HE BEPHYCh U BUIETh €r0 HE
xenaio. U 1edst Toxe. Bpbich!

Omna cnenana ecT pyKou, IMoKa3biBasi MapHUIIIKE, YTOObI OH YOUpaJcs, U IarHyjaa K JBepH
noma Teccpl.

Vike BeuepoM, HaBepXy B CBOE! KOMHATKE OHa CHJIeNa Yy 3epKajla, paccMaTpuBasi CBOU 4yTb
KyZpsiBble, PacIyIlleHHbIe, JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH. .. OHM BEYHO MyTAJNCh, U C HEYOPaHHBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU
JleTTa movTH He BBHIXOWJIA HA YJIUIY, KpOME TeX CIydaeB, KOIJa XOTeja KOro-HUOyab COONa3HUTb,
Kak cerogHs. Mapk — KypaTtop, Bce Bpemsl IISJTUJICS Ha €€ BOJIOCHI, [TOYTH HE BO3pakall U He CIIyllall
Henn3. OTyacTu Mo3TOMY €¥ M yIaIoCh MOANMCATh Bce OyMaru.

Omna mpoBesia pyKoit 1o OniecTsiel TbMe, coOupasi psiau Ha OfIHY CTOpOHY. BoytHa Hacnmaxie-
HUS1 IPOKATUJIACh 110 CITMHE OT JIETKOTO MPUKOCHOBEHUS YEPHOrO TYMaHa K I1Iee.

— Hpagsstcs oHM MHE. . .— OMOBECTUII €€ cJIerkKa X pUIUIbIi T0JI0C, ¢ HOTKOM MeTalljla U JIbJa.

«OH Kak Bcerja He BOBpeMsi!» — MeJIbKHYJIa MBICIIb U Cpa3y ke CMEHWIACh JIPYTOu.

— W 1ebe? — yronku ry0 cierka nogepHy/Iuch, U TYT e TEMHO-KOPaJUIOBbIE T'yObI PaCIUTbUIUCh
B TOHKYIO HaTSIHYTYIO YJIBIOKY, HO TPYCTb BO B3IJIsI[ie BblIaBasla HICTUHHBIE YyBCTBa. Kakoe-To BpeMs
AEBYIIKA CHJeNa, s Ha pa3HooOpasue (pJIakoHOB Ha CTOJIMKE Tepe] 3epKayioM: (prpHbIe Macia,
HACTOMKHM JJTsI KOXKU U BOJIOC, yXH, HOBasl HETPOHYTAasi KOCMETHKA, Mapa BCKPBITHIX OaHOYEK ¢ Mac-
JIoM i1l TyO. 3anax ciaIkod MaJivHbl U3 OAHOW M3 GaHOuYeK MpOOYIr BOCHOMHUHAHUE O TOLIEITYe.
JleTTa B 335yMUMBOCTH MTPUKOCHYJIACh K TyOaMm. [TokasbiBaHKe B MOSICHUIIE, PEIKHE TPUKOCHOBEHU S
TEHU OTBJIEKAJIM OT BOCIIOMUHAHUM H. .. CUJIBHO pa3[pakaliu.
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JleBy1IKa BBITPSAMUIACH U OPOCHIIA OUYepeJHOUN B3MIISIT Ha (PIIAaKOHBI.

«3HauuT, st N30ABIIOCH OT TOTO, YTO EMY HPABUTCH. . .» — IMOJyMaJia OHA U, B3IJISHYB Ha JIa/IOHb,
Npu3Baja TeHEeBOM KJIMHOK. [loBepTesna ero B pyke, clierka MeHsisl TOJIIIMHY JIe3BUsI K OCTPOTY, 00y-
MBbIBasi, IOJOMIET JIU OH, U, PEIIUTEILHO 0OXBATUB IPsIIb BOJIOC, OHA MOJIOCHYJIA TI0 HUM JIe3BUEM,
otcekas. Jlanonb ocnabna, ¥ Ha MO yHadd BBIOIIMECS 3MEH — TSKENble OCTaTKH Ipomnuioro. [axke
YyepHasi AbIMKA OTIPSHYJIA OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

Peskue, Hecnepxkanuble aBkeHus. Eme u eme. He Oyab KIMHOK MPOIOKEHUEM €€ CYIIHO-
CTH, OHa 00s13aTeIbHO ObI IOpe3asach. .. Ha IIMHHBIX pecHHUIIaX CBEPKHYJIM 3BE3/bl M TYT XKe COpBa-
JIMCh BHU3 Ha T0J1, OCTABUB JIMIIIb BJIQKHBIA TEMHBIH Clie[l, He JaBasi BO3MOKHOCTH HUKOMY 3arajarh
KeJlaHue.

JleByIka 3amepiia Ha JOJII0 CEKYH/IBI M TIOJHIIA B3MISI Ha 3epKajo nepen Hell. HesHakomka
¢ OJIeqHbIM JIUIIOM, 30JIOTUCTHIMU TJ1a3aMH, KOPOTKMMH BOJIOCAMH, €[jBa JOXONSIIMMU JIO IJIed U
HEPOBHO OOpaMJISIONIMMHU JIMIO, CMOTpesia Ha He€ oTTyrma. JleTta MelieHHO TIOBEpHYJa TOJIOBY:
CHauasia B OJHY CTOpPOHY, IIOTOM B JIPYTryIO, OIIEHUBAsl CBOI0 OOHOBJIEHHYIO MpuuecKy. Heckonbko
HEOPEKHBIX IITPUXOB OCTPHIM JIE3BUEM — M 00pa3 ObLT 3aBepIlcH.

— He tak yx ¥ III10X0, Kak s HaJes1ach. ..

— Tebs Tak mpocTto He UCTIOPTUTH... Tem Oosee sl HEro, — 4epHas AbIMKA OITYCTHJIACh
Ha IUIeYM, JIETKMM BETEPKOM TMOWIPHIBAs KOPOTKUMHM MpsiisMu Bojioc. Kyrasice rmyOxke B 4ep-
HbIe CKJIQJIKU TIJIaThsl, OHA TPUATHO XOJNOAMJIA KOXY U 3aCTaBJIsula CYIIHOCTh NMPOCUTHCS HAPYXKY U
THXOHBKO BHIITYCKATh KOTOTKHU. [JeMOHMIIA Cllerka BhIrHYJIA CIIMHY M TOJIOKHUIIA TOJIOBY Ha CIIOKEHHBIE
PYKH, pa3ryisabiBasi BOMM3M OpaHKEBbIE U JKEJIThe OTOJIECKHM OTHsI OT JIAMIThl HA HEPOBHOM CTEKJIe
(b71akOHOB, OHA CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJIACH HA 3ariaxe MaJIMHBI U MPUKPBUIA IJa3a, MPOBAIMBASCh B Yep-
HBII TyMaH.

kk

Yepes HECKOJIBKO AHEW Ha Mopore e€ KOMHAThl OIMATh MOSBUJICS MapHUIIKA ¢ 3anmuckoi. OH
KpeIKo C:KUMaJT 3arieyaTaHHOe CyprydoM nucbMo 6e3 redatu, 6e3 repda ux JoMa U APYTUX OIMmo3Ha-
BaTeJIbHBIX 3HAKOB. JIeTTa mpoTsHyaa pyKy, HO TApeHb He CHEIUT OT/1aBaTh 3aITUCKY:

— Baiu BosIoCHI. .. 7 — yCTaBUJICS OH.

— Ob6crpuria.

[Nocne cexyHap MOTYAHUSI TAPEHb BCIOMHMJI O LIEJIA CBOETO BU3UTA.

— TI'ocnioxka, mpomry npountaiite. He pute cpasdy. Xo3suH CKas3ajl, 4TO TaM OYeHb BaXKHOE
TMOCJIaHUE, U BbI IOJKHBI IPOYMTATH.

Jlerra 3akaruna rnasa:

— Hagaii yxe! YTo y Hero raM Moxet ObITh BaXHOTO, YTO aX IeYaTh CBOETO JIOOMMEHIIEro
aoma He noctaBuJ. .. KoHcrimparop.

[Mapens npoTsiHYJ KOHBEPT. JIeTTa BCKpbLIa ero, OTBEPHYJIACh M OTOILIA K cTONUKY. [Ipodesxas
I71a3aMH 110 HECKOJIbKUM CTPOKaM, OHa CBeJia OpOBH B HeIOyMeHUH. JleTTa mocMoTpeia B OKHO: TeM-
Has cepas Tyda MOJCTyNaja K Topoiy, 1 Oblla BUJHA JIMIIb TOHKAs TIOJIOCKA sIPKOro cuHero Heba. C
MUHYTY OHa CTOsIIa B 33 lyMYMBOCTH, IOTOM JIOCTaJIa [epoO, YSPHUIBHHILY M CXeMAaTUYHO HApUCOBaJIa
Ha YKCTOM CTOPOHE JIMCTa MEeCTO BCTpeur W moanucaina «Berperumces 3mech». JlokIaBImch, Korua
YepHUJIA BHICOXHYT, OHA CJIOJKIJIA JIUCT U MPOTSHYJA MAPHIO:

— Ilepenaii ato Boomre.

[Mapens cyHys MUCHMO 32 Ma3yxy U MoOesKajl Ha BBIXO,.

— He norepsii! — kpukHyna emy Bcien Jlerra.

«W BcE ke HaM mpuaeTcs YBUAETHCS...» — B3IOXHYJA JIEBYIKa, HAOMonas, Kak MapHUIIKA
PE3BO cITycKaeTcs 1o JiecTHULE. Tuxoe niypiiaHue 1o CTeKiIy YKe MNepepocio B Pe3KUi U TPOMKUIA
cryk. Cepast Ty4a Bc€ e 0OpyIIria Ha rOpoJl CBOH MOJAPOK B BH/IE CBEPKAIOIINX I'Pa/IvH.
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I'naBa 4. Housb nocue. Ilpomioe

— A Hy cTOI? — IPOKpUYaII KTO-TO 1103aH, — JIOBUTE JEBUOHKY !

[Mocnpimancs nait codax.

Jlerta moGesxana B Jiec, BeioMasi MHCTUHKTOM M CTPaxoM, He 3aMeuasi, Kak MSTKHe JiaIbl
OBICTPO HAXOIAT OIMOPY, Kacasich MOYBHL... OHa CIblIaga COOCTBEHHOE AbIXaHUe, cepleOneHue. .
BHe3arHo CyImHoCTh OTCTYNMIIA PE3KO U CTPEMUTENIBHO, 3a0MBasCh, Oy/ITO MO IPUKA3y, B CAMBIE TEM-
HBIE YTOJIKM co3HaHus. [Tayblipl yBA31M B Ipssy. ..

«U Kyna tenepb?»

Jlerra mputopmosnIia, BIISABIBAACh BO TBMY.

«Cmory 1 g yutu? 3amnax xe...»

OHa or1sHyJ1ach, J1ail TpUOIMKaIICH.

— Ccccroga. .. — BO ThMe BCIIBIXHYJIU JBa (PUOJIETOBBIX IVIa3a — TOT SAIIEP, KOTOPOTO OHA HEIABHO
BHUJeNa. .. JleBouKa MeIiiIa, M OH IPOIIUIIEN C pa3apaxkeHueM: — Pas33Be y Tebs ecccTb BHIOODP?

Omna pBaHysa 3a y#ajagioOIMMcs SAIEPOM, OH JIOBKO MEPENpPBIrMBal KOPHU AEPEBbEB, AEall
B3MaxH [EPENIOHYATBIX KPbUIbEB MepesieTas MOBEPX HU3KUX BETOK, MOMNAJaBIIMXCS Ha Iy TH. [leBouka
npoOHpaack CaeaoM, 0OaMpast rojible HOrM 00 OCTpble KaMHH, TOpYaBie u3 3emun. [lnaree nen-
JISJIOCh 32 BETKM KYCTAPHUKOB U INPEAaTeIbCKu 3aMeIsio e€ Oer. s OXOTbl OHM MCIIONb30BAJIH
OoJee oONeraIIylo OIek Iy, a cerdac. . .

Kro xe 3Hau...

Slmep HBIPHYJI B paccenHy pacKOJIOTOIO MOJIHMEN, TOKOCUBILETOCS JepeBa, JEBOUKa IOPKHYJIA
CJIEIOM, OKA3aBIIKCh B IOJIOM CTBOJIE.

— Hac xe y4yioT co6aku?! — oHa B3[JIsIHYJIa BbILIE, HA YEPHBIN OCTPBIN TPEYTrOJIbHUK HOYHOTO
Heoa.

— Cccanp u nomomun!.. — Amep noAnomn3 K BEIXOAY, BbIIVIAAbIBASA U OTTECHSA JEBYOHKY.

Jlaii HEO)XMIAHHO CTHIX.

Jlerra npuskasnach K yMUpaOIUM cTeHaM. M3beleHHasA HACEKOMBIMU JIPEBECHHA ITIOTPECKAIAChH
Y paclIenuIach Ha BOJIOKHA, KOTOPBIE NIOKPBIBAJI PBAaHBIM CJIOM MAyTHHBI. .. 3arax IOYBbl U rymyca
TUIOTHO OOBOJIAKKMBaN JeBOYKY. OHa Croj3/ia Ha 3eMJTIO JIposka OT yKaca U XOJIo/1a, TaK M He TIOHUMas,
YTO K€ MTPOM3OLIO. .. BcrioMHwmiIcA B3] AKEHTHI.

— AJIlKEHTe HyXHa ITOMOILb, Mbl JOJKHBI BEPHYThCA !

JleBouKa OT/IMILIA OT CBOEH ONOPBI U HAa YETBEPEHBKAX MOMOJI371a K BBIXOAY, MTauyKasi U 0e3 Toro
I'PA3HBIE JIAJIOHU U KOJIEHU BO BJIAXKHOU 3e€MUJIE.

— MBI HE TIOMOKEM UM.... — AIIEP CJETKa PaCIpaBWJI KPbUIb, IIPErpakaast el MmyTb.

Ha temHO-3e51€HbIX NEpEeNoOHKax CBETWIIMChH BJIaXKHbIE KaIlulM, MHOTHE U3 HUX TOHKUMU CTPYyH-
KaMH CTEKald BHU3 OT PE3KOrO JIBMXKEHHS, OCTaBjisAs OjecTslye mojockl. JleBouka BCIIOMHMIJIA
cepeOpsiHble T1aau. Takoe MOIIIM cO3aTh TOJBKO OOTH.

— 9t0 Beicnmii nocnan ux? Msl IJIOXO CITy KU ApIU-EHTE. . .

SAmep, He HeBesA TYJIOBUILEM, MEJIEHHO BBITSHY/ JJIMHHYIO LIEI0 U NOBEPHYJICA MOPION K
AeBouKe. [ 1a3a ero ka3zajoch OCBETWIIN KaX bl TEMHBIN YTOJIOK €€ yILH, IOICBEYNBast T€ OCKOJIKU
BEpBI, UTO IJIOTHO 3aCTPSUIN B CEPILE.

— Bo BceceeM y Bac Beiccmii BUuHOBAT. .. OH ke uccues, WK Thl He 3Hasia?

— A xt0?.. Marus... ¥ Te BEpTUKAJIbHBIE JTyKH?

— Iopranel, — nonpasuin e€ smep, — Cckopee yxk, Mard. Marust He 3HaeT NMOHATUN 100pa 1
3J1a, — OH ILEBEJIbHYJI KPBUIOM, CTPSAXMBasi OCTaBIIMECS Karuii. JleBodka mpoMosyaia, ¥ OH MpOoIIu-
nen1, — He kaxkgoe cccoObITHE MBITAETCS Pa3pyLIUTh BAIIITY KU3Hb. . .

— OHoO yxe pa3pylmio Bc€, 4eM 5 xuia!
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— Thl e He 3Haelllb, K YeMy BCCE ITO MPUBENET, pa3Be HE UHTEPECCHO? — YCMEXHYJICA OH...—
TeGe Ternepb MpUAETCs OBITH B3POCIIEE U CCAMOCCTOSITENIbHEE.

JleBouka 3amepia, BCIYIIMBAsCh B IIIyM JIMCTBBI M PEJKUH CTYK Karejb BOJABl — OCTaTKOB
OBLIOrO JTOK /s, MajaoImux Ha TpaBy. COBCEM psiIoM MOCTBIIIATIOCH PhIYaHIe COOAKH.

Mopzaa ¢ ocTpeIMH YIIaMH TOsIBUIach BHe3anmHo. CoOaka, MpOXOauBIIas BO3JE UX YKPBITHS,
MPUHIOXAJIACh U OCTAHOBHJIACH TaK, yTo JleTTa Xopomo pasrisaena: BIaXHBIH HOC, TPUOTKPHITYIO
MacTh CO CBUCAIOIIEH BSI3KOU CITIOHOM, KJIBIKU M BBIPHIBAIOLIUECS KITyOBI apa OT FOPSUYEro JbIXaHUsI
OTPOMHOM TICHHBI.

Jlerra cipimana, Kak OapaGaHWUT cepilie B yIIax... YKac NepernosHsI e€, U AeTCKU opra-
HU3M He BbIepkUBal. .. JKenaHue 3akpruarh NOSBUIIOCh BHE3AITHO, KaK U caM 3BYK. .. OHa yxke CITbl-
II1aJ1a CBOU KPHMK 3BOHOM B YIIIaX, KOr/Ja €€ HaKPbUIO IaBAIIeld BOTHON aOCOMIOTHOW TUIIIMHBI, ITyCTOTA
BOpBAJIach i B IrOpIIo, 3aroHsisi KpUK OOpaTHO B JIETKME, BBIIABIMBAS M MIPOHOCS CKBO3b HEE BCE
e€ YyBCTBA U OIIYIIEHUsI, OCTABJISIS OTJIYIIAIONILYIO IYCTOTY ¥ IPUSATHYIO pacciadieHHOCTh. MBIIIIIbI
OOMSIKJIM, He B CHJIaX OOJIbIIe JepkaTh e€ Bec, M JeBOYKa MoBaimiIach HaOok. [lycrtora mpunasmia
e€, 0OBOTAKMBAS JIUITKUM Oe3pas3IureM.

3onotuctslie rasa JlerTsl 6e3ydacTHO Oy Jaltu o MOp/e ica, MOBepHYyBIerocst K Hum. ['opsi-
Yee JIbIXaHue CepbIMU KJTyOaMu JIOKIJIOCh Ha 3eMJTIO BO3JIe € Juia. .. Mopaa npuoans3uiach, OCTaB-
JIsis Ha IeKe Karuld MyTHOW CJTIOHBL. TYCKHEIOIUi B3IJIsA] CKOJIb3HYJI BBIIIE, HA €lle MeplLalolnee
3eJIeHBIM CBETOM KPBUIO sIiepa. .. be3pasmnurie omycTiiio e€ BeKu.
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I'naBa 5. Berpeua

Jlopora oT ropoAcKkux BOpoT orudana 4yepHoe IoJie ¢ MpoMep3IIei 3eMiIel 1 yrpasach B Jiec.
TponuHKa 10 MecTa BCTpEeUYM yXOArJIa BIPaBo OT [NIABHOM IOPOTH U ITyTaJlach B JEPEBbX, PA3AEIAsACh
Ha HECKOJIbKO HallpaBJIeHH.

ITpoiigs kakoe-To BpeMs MO JIeCHOW Tpore, JleTTa BbllIa Ha HEOObIIYIO MOIAHKY. KenTas
cyxasl TpaBa, KOTOPYIO HE YJaJOCh IPUOUTh K 3eMJle HeJJaBHEMY I'pajy, LEIUIsIach METEIKAMU 32
TOJIOT TUTAIIA, OCTABIIss IeNKue OneJHO-KOPUYHEBble ceMeHa. JleTTa ocTaHOBWIIACh B TEHH Jepe-
BbEB U MPUHSJIACH OTPAXMBaATh IUtan]. KpUK NTULBI BOAJM HACTOPOXUI AEBYIIKY, M OHA, IPUMO[-
HSIB TOJIOBY, BCsl oOparmiiach B cinyX. Lllym BeTpa, B3Max KpbUIbeB UCIYTaHHOM ITHIIBI, Iy pIIaHNE U
(bbIpKaHbe MEJIKMX )KUBOTHBIX HA MOJISIHE CPEAM TPaBhl... JIeTTa BOOXHYIAa BO3AYX MOJHOM IPyIbo,
3amax Jieca OMbsIHsJI: CBEKECTh MOPO3HOIO BO3/yXa, XBOs, cyXas Ipesiasi TpaBa U Mep3Jiast 3eMs. . .
Jlaxxe 3TOro XBaTUJIO, YTOOB! CYLITHOCTh BCIIOMHMJIA O cBOOOZE. 3aX0TeIOCh CKUHYTh BCE MACKU U
npocTo ObITH c0O0i. OHa MpuKpbLIa r1a3a. CyIHOCTb yIOBIIIA POTHON MaHSIIUIA apoMat Oepramora,
CMEIIaBIIUIACS ¢ 3arnaxamMu Jjieca. Eie ynoBumblid. .. JleTta HaKMHYyIa KamomoH, HaOmoas Kak JBoe
BBIXOZIAT Ha NMOJsAHY. bonta, ka3anock, fjaxe v He Mepeoescs U3 JOMAIIHEro, TOIbKO HAaKUHYJI CBOIO
KOXaHYI0 PbDKYIO KYpTKY. B oTiimume ot BTOporo, KOTOphIi ObLT B IOXOJHOW OIEk/E U MPSIMO-TaK!
BOHsUI cMepThio. OHa ero He y3HaBasa, HO CMyTHO MPUITIOMUHAJIA, YTO, BO3MOKHO, 3TO TOT OIMHOYKA
— OBIBLIMIA HaTApHUK BONTEL, ¢ KOTOPBIM OHU Nepecekauch B 3amke. [Toxoxke, MeHHO o HeM Bonra
pacckasbIBajl, UTO OH yOWJI mepereamero I'paHp 1 MHOXKXECTBO ApakOHONOAOOHBIX. .. Kaxkercs, ero
3pasM Kpuctuan. bonte oHa nosepsiia, a BOT ApYruM — He O4eHb. 3yObl caMH COOOW CTUCHYJIMCh,
XOTb OHA M ObLJTa TOTOBA K IIOCTOPOHHEMY — B 3aITMCKE TOBOPUJIOCH, YTO OH MPHUAET HE OfIUH.

— Jlerra, Musas, BOT 51 M BBITAIMJI TeOs MOTYJIATh CO MHOM, — Havas bonTa u3panexa.

['yOBI ckanmuch crIbHEe, OHa IMTPUMEPHO 3Hasa, O YeM MOW/IET peyb.

«Kak on moorcem wymuma ceiiuac? Ewé u nasviéamo meHss MUNOU NPU NOCMOPOHHUX! »

— 51 He ¢ TOOOM Ty/ATh Clojia MPUIILIA, — AEBYIIIKA XOJIOAHO PACCMEsIach U PE3KUM JBUKEHUEM
CTPSIXHY/Ia OCTaBILMECS HA IUIALLE KOMIOYKH.

— Korna 161 yxe orraems... [la, s mo3Bas Tedst CIPOCHUTD PO TMOPOIIOK U3 KOCTE! APaKOHO-
nono6HbIX. Thl ke padoTana ¢ HUM?

KpyxuBi1umii Ha nosisiHe JIeJsHOIN BeTep, MOPBIBAJICS CKMHYTh KammomoH. [Taiblipl, KOTOpBIMU
JleTta npuaepkuBaja ero, Ckajauch CUIbHEE:

— A I Teneps 00 3TOM BceM paccKkasbiBaelb? Thl ke IIOHUMAaelllb, sl He MOTy 00CYKAaTh, YeM
s TaM 3aHUMaJsach, — JleTta ¢ cuiloil cxkana cBOOOJHYIO PYKy B Ky/ak, HO Bonra storo He yBuzen, —
naxe ¢ Toooi. Yem tam 3anumanacek? Jla Becenmiack, Kak MOIIA.

Bonta caenan mar u He3ameTHO KocHyJIcs pyku JletTsl. ITopslB BeTpa ciepHYJ1 KaIoIIoH, pac-
TpernaB KOPOTKHE BOJIOCH. MyX4MHA CKOJIb3HYJ B3IJISAOM IO €€ HOBOM NMpUYECKe U HAKJIOHWJICS,
YTOOBI MPOLLIENTATh Ha YXO:

— Ho Tb1 e 1o1kHa XOTh 4TO-TO 3HaTh? [ToMOrM HaM XOTh HEMHOTO.

— Her. Trl noHuMmaes, 4To 51 HE MOy HUUYErO paccKasaThb?

— TbI MOXelIb MPOCTO HAMEKHYTh. .. — OH IOCMOTPEJI B €€ 30JI0TUCTHIE I1a3a U IPOU3HEC eIle
THIIE: — I Jke BUjiel1, Kakoi Thl OTTYJa BepHYJach. Thl JOJKHA YTO-TO 3HATb.

OT 3THX CJIOB €€ NepeepHyIIo:

«Ecau on euden, nouemy een cebs mak...»

OHa oTpuLaTeIbHO MOMOTAJIA TOJIOBOM.

— Ham ouenb HyxHa TBOst momolp. .. Koraa s B nocieaHuil pa3 npocus TBoei noMoum?

Jlerta cMoTpena Ha mapHs He Moprasi. bosita npukocHyJICS K KOHUMKAM BOJIOC, MaJIbLIbl 1pOr-
HYJIU, 3aIpaBJissl MPs/ib 3a YXO.

22



A. Poraps. «Jlerra. Yepnsiii tec ®operap. Kuura 2»

— Coscem Huuero? Jlaxe 3a Maccax? Bpsja yim y Tecchl enaior ero jiydiiie, HUIKTO HE CyMeeT
pa3MsATh TBOM KOCTOUKHU TaK, KaK MOTY 3TO $1... OHH JIEJNAIOT 3TO CJIMIIKOM HEXHO, Beb Tak?

OT pUKOCHOBEHU S TSKECTh B TPYIM 3aMeJIJIUIa AbIXaHUe, ClieJIaB ero NOBepXHOCTHBIM. Cy1il-
HOCTb B MEYTaxX YK€ BaJsulach IIEe-TO Y €ro Hor. Pe3kuii BbIIOX M BJOX IOMOIVIA COXPaHUTb
AMCTAHIIMIO, HO OBUIO yike Mo31HO — JleTTa ycrena BCoMHUTD npusitHoe. OHa 001u3Hyna ryosl U,
MOYYBCTBOBAB BKYC MaJIMHBI, C Pa3/lpake€HUEM 3a MPOJIETaHHbII HEYECTHBIN TPIOK IIOCMOTpena Ha
oTctynuBiiero napHs. OH 10OpoayIHO yabIOHY ICs. MeasIeHHO BbI/IbIXasi, OHA TepeBesia B3IJIs] Ha
COMPOBOJK/IABILIETO €T0 CIYTHUKA M THXO COOOIIMIIA:

— Ckaxy OfIHO, OHU UCMOJIB3YIOT MOPOILIOK 110 Ha3HaYeHUI0. .. MHoro noporika. [Tpu npussise
YacToO MPUXOAAT pa3yMHbIE CYIIECTBA, — OHA 3aMOJTYala, JaBasi IOHATh, YTO ITOTO JOJIKHO XBaTUTh.

— W 310 BCE, UTO THI MOXEIIb CKa3aTh? — He yHUMaJIcsl bosra.

— A s cMOTpIO, Tl MEHSI COBCEM Pa3IioOWI U XO4ellb MOell cMepTu? — CBEpKHYB IJIa3aMHy,
AEBYIIIKA Pa3BepHYIACh M OBICTPO 3alliaraja o Tporie U3 jeca.

Jlerta cnpinana, kak Bosra noren 3a Heit, HO He cTaja 000paYMBaThCS, OHA CMOTpea JIUIIb
071 HOTU. 3a MOCJeJHUI Yac BOAA B PEAKUX JIyKax MOKpPbLIACH JIEASHOU KOPKOM, KOTOpas XpycTesa
IIPU KaXJIOM L1are.

— 3a TeM napHeM CJIeAUIIH, Thl e MOHsIAa? — HIeTTHYJ YePHbI TyMaH, IPOCKOJIb3HYB IO CTBO-
JIaM J1IEPEBbEB.

— Ia nonoxau Thi! [Touemy ThI Be4HO yOeraensb? — KpukHyn bonra mo3any.

— Ilouemy paHbllie He ckazan? — mpouwenrtaia Jlerra TymaHy, 3aMeUIMB LIar. 3aTeM yxke
rpomye, He 000PaYMBAasCh, OTBETHIIA MApHIO. — [JoTOMY YTO ThI BEUHO XOUYEIllb MEHSI OCTAHOBUTH !

— $1 Tombko nputien. M s Tebe He 00s13aH... S BooOIIe 3 3HaTHOrO pona! — YepHbId TyMaH
PE3KO 3aMOJIK, BUIMMO BCIIOMHMB, YTO MX CBSI3bIBA€T U TO, YTO OH JABHO YyXe€ He uesnoBek. — Tor
neMoH padortaeT Ha CMepTh, OUH U3 JTIOOMMYHUKOB. . .

— 3Haenb KTo cieaui?

— Her. Ho panu 1e6s y3Hato, — mpoimesectes B OTBET TyMaH, ucde3asl.

JlerTa monuia 10 pa3BUIKM U CBEpHYJIa, BO3BpallaThcs K Tecce oHa He HaMepeBalach. Benm
JEBYIIKa NIepeHecsa ee Buepa 1 XoTeNa epeHoueBaTh B IOMUKE.

— Tol He B ropoa? — cpocuit Bonta o3agauenHo, — He camoe stydiniee MecTo jist Halei mpo-
I'YJIKM, Ja U TeMHeeT yxke. MO€ peuIoKeHne B CUIIE.

Jlerta ocraHoBuiIach M pe3ko pa3BepHysack. Maymwmii 3a Heir Bonra eaBa He Bpesasics B
AEBYIIKY ¥ MOJTYa OXKUAAT C TIIYNON YIBIOKOH, UTO ke OHa ckaxeT. OH sSIBHO pacciaduiicsi u o0pano-
BaJICsl, YTO OHA C HUM IIPOJOJIKAET pa3roBapuBarh.

— T 3aueM BceM pacckasbiBaellb 0 Moer padote?

Myx4rHa HACYIIWIICA:

— OH npocu1 0 TIOMOIIH, s IoyMaJ o Tede. . .

— OuaposatenbHo! JJ0OpeHbKUIT TAKOM, a TO, YTO HAC BCEX MOTYT YOUTH 32 STU Pa3rOBOPSI, ThI
He nogymail... W.... — oHa 3amMonmyana, NpuciIylmBasich Kak CKpUIIAT AE€PEBbsl, IOKAYMBASCh, 3aTEM
THXO J0OaBWIIA, — 32 HUM CJIEIVITH.

Bonta HaxMypuiicsl M OIJISIHYJICS Ha3aj.

— Touno? C yero...

— TouHo, — epeduIa OHa YBEPEHHO.

— K10 3710 6BLT?

—4... — Jlerra 3amsack, He 3Has1, UYTO CKa3aTh, — TaM ObLI KTO-TO eni€. Yel-To 3amax, — coBpaja
OHa.

— MoxerT, nmokaszajioch? — He/IOBEPUMBO MOocMOTpes1 Ha Heé bosra.

Jlerra He Hanwiack, yTo OTBeTUTh. OH BCerna BUEN, KOrja OHA IMbITalach BpaTh, U IOITOMY
Mpearnoysa MpomMonyars.
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—IIpoctu...yTo BTAHYJ, MY U TaK JOCTAJIOCh. XOTeJN CAEIaTh XOTh UTO-TO. TO EMY IPUIILIOCH
yourts JlaHca.

[Tpu BociomuHanwu o Jlance JleTTa moMopImiack, ei 3aXoTeIoch epeBeCT pa3roBop, YTOOLI
He 3aTparuBaTh 3Ty TeMmy. PasroBopsl o ['panu Bcerja 3akaHuMBaIMCh ccopoid. Jla u BUjisi, B KAKOM
3aMelaTeIbCcTBe HaxoauTes boora, el gaxe crano ero xanb. Cineanau 3a JpyruMm, U Bpsill I y HUX
ecTh MoBoj OecrokonThesi. OHa MmoTeplia BUCKH U MIPOM3HECA enié THIIIe:

— Tel Benp 1 IpaBaa norynATh BeITaMI. Yto Tam npo maccax?

— Bo3sBpatnaemcs 1oMoii? — 0:KUBWIICS TIAPEHb.

JleBy1iKa OrJIsiHy/Iach Ha TPOIY, B Ty CTOPOHY, KyJa TOJBKO YTO HalpaBJIsulach: TEMHas May-
THHA KyCTaPHUKOB OPYCHUKH BJOJIb U, B3ABIMAIOIIUECS BBBICH, PKaBble COCHBI. 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a, OHA
YyBCTBOBaJIa, KAK CYIIHOCTb PAJOCTHO THIUETCS € B JIAJIOHb, JKeJast BECTH ero 3a codou. Maru Bme-
CTE C HUM.

— Jlyume. .. § mokaxy Tebe CBOHM IOM.

Bonra BuuMarenbHO nocmotpen Ha Jlerty. OH nblTaicsi NOHATh, O YeM peub, Beb OHA 3HAJA,
yto K Tecce OH He MoiaeT HUKOra.

—V Teccpl? D10 HE AOM a...— OH 3aAyMaJICs, MOAOMpPast CJIOBa.

OHna ¢ yKOpoM NOCMOTpeJIa Ha TIApHSI, U TYT K€ PacIUIbUIacCh B €XUIHOM YJIbIOKE. . .

— Bor Buauib, paayu MeHs THI 1ake He TOTOB MATH Ha KEPTBBI, — OHA MojXkasa ry0y, kemas
BbI3BaTh Y HETO YYBCTBO BUHBI.

Ha nuiie MyX4rHBI He OTpa3niIOCh HU Clie/la COMHEHHMSI UM COCTPAIaHus], U TeM 0oJiee BUHBI. . .
Bouta nuine HenmpoHMlaemas cTeHa U3 NpUHUMIOB. JleMOHMIa 3aKaTrIa r1a3a:

— Ckyunblil... He nepexuBaii Tak, y MEHs Teliepb CBOM JIOM.

Omna oTBepHYJIaCh U MOILIA 10 TPOIIE, MOXPYCTHIBAsI OCTATKaMH JIEJSIHOW KOPKHU B J1ykax. bonira
3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPEJ, KaK MOKAUYMBAETCs MPU KakIOM 1uare rnoJjor e€ yepHoro mama. OnomMHuB-
IIKCh, OH CO CYACTIIMBOU YJIBIOKOW TIOCTICIITHII 32 JIEBYIIIKOH.

— C kakux nop...? — BC€ MbITAJICS OH MOHATH CMBICII €€ CJIOB.

— INourtw cpazy, Kak cbexana OT Bac ¢ JeJ0M, — He 000paurBasch MpOIIenTaia JAeByIlIKa, e€
CJIOBA YHEC IOPBIB BETPA. ..

Cpenu peKux coceH, Jake B CyMepKax XOpOIIIO BUHEICS HEOOIBIION IOMUK U3 CEPO-KEeNThIX
kamHei. Korna JlerTa nmogormia 6vke, OHa 3aMeJTvIIA ITIar |, TEM caMbIM, TIOpaBHsiIachk ¢ BonToit Ha
TPONMHKE, KOTOpasi CTaHOBMJIAch mupe. OHa ucKoca norsiapiBaia Ha My kunHy. bonTa ¢ uHTepecom
pasrIsabIBA KPBIITY U3 YePenulibl KUPIUYHO-KPACHOTO IIBETA, KPBUIBIIO C TAPON HU3KUX CTYTEHEM,
TEMHBIE JIEpEBSIHHbIE OKHA U JABEPb, BO3JIE KOTOPOIl BUCEN yIU4HbI (poHapb. KapTuHy nononHsia
rpoMep3IIas 3eMJisl C KEITOU CyXOll TpPaBOW M OCTAaTKU 3aCOXIIEro BhIOHA HA ITPABOM YIJTy JOMa.

— Hemnoxo, — oTMeTHsI napeHb ¢ HECKPBIBAEMBIM YAMBIIEHUEM. JleTTa nmojepHy/a yroikamu
ry0, e/1Ba yabI0asch.

— OH 6bu1 320pOIIIeH, ¥ S BRIKYIIHIIA €r0 1 00yCTpomIa 1moj, ceOsl, — OTBETHJIa OHA, BBIYAWB W3-
T0J1 KO)KaHOUM OPOHM KJTI0Y, KOTOPBIX BHCeN Ha 1iee. [leByIka oTnepiia MaCCUBHBIN 3aMOK.

Ona Bc€ yarne HoyeBasa B STOM MaJICHBKOM JIOMUKE 32 CTEHAMU T'OPO/1a TIOCTIe TOro, KaK OH ObLT
orpeMoHTHpOoBaH. Eif XoTenock nmeTts cBoe coocTBeHHoe MecTo. [loM. He oM Tex, KTo e€ KynuJi, He
JIOM TeX, KTO e€ JTIIOOWT U MPUIOTHJL. .. A CBOW cOOCTBEeHHBbIN. MasieHpKkHii 1 yioTHbIA. Eil Ka3anock,
YTO 3TO YaCTh TOM CBOOO/IBI, K KOTOPOW OHA CTPEMUTCS.

Korma Jlerta nepecrymuia mopor, e€ cepaie 3adwiochk vaiie. Emé HUKoro oHa He mpuria-
Iaja... B CBOW MHp, JJake ero — Toro, KTo ObLT €l JOpOor, Ybe MHEHHE OHA [IeHUIIA.

— VY MeHs Tenepb ecTb CBOE MECTO, /i€ KUTh. I MHE He BaXKHO, UTO Thl CKaXKelllb! — BhINaIIIA
OHa, HO B JylIlle €l XOTeJIOCh M0Ka3aTh, YTO OHA YK€ B3pOCiasi U CaMOCTOSITEIbHAS, YTO OHA CIIPaB-
asiercst 6e3 Hero, XOTsI OH JI0 CHX IOp BUIWT B HEM MaJICHBKYIO IEBOUYKY — MJIAJIIIYIO CECTPY.

JlerTa mogonuia K CToiy v 3axria jgamiy. TEMmIbIi cBeT OT He€ JOOABUIICA K OCTABIIIMMCS KPO-
XaM OT CETOJHSIIHErO THS.
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— Ha-a, TyT... Mmwio. Xoporuo, 4to 6omblie He y Tecchl. .. — ornsiaen komHary bonra.

[TpocTropHasi, MI0X0 OCBEIIeHHas, C elE OIHON JBEPhI0 BO BTOPYIO KOMHATY, C TIEYKOH moce-
pEelMHE CTeHbI, pa3essIiolieil KOMHATBHI, JIEBEE CTOJI U HECKOJBKO cTybeB. [1axJio ApeBecuHoM, 301011
1 3(pUPHBIMU MacliaMH, OOJBIIYIO YacTh U3 KOTOPBIX bonTa He 3HaJI.

— Bowurbces, 4to HayHy y HUX paboTaTh? — MPHICHYJIA IEMOHHUIIA, TPUCAKUBASICh HA CTYIL.

— Xopol1o, 4To Jie[l TaK U He Y3HaJI, 4TO Thl yuuia u3 gomMa. CIyXu, O TOM, YTO Thl )KUBEIIb B
myOJIMYHOM JIoMe, yxke oOpeTaioT hopmy. OH He ITOro XOTell. . .

— A Hedvero OBUIO TaK 4YacTO TOCHUIaThb CBOETO MAJIBUMIIKY C TMHUCbMaMu... MBI ke BCE
petmu! — nopckoumnna Jlerta u, monoiasi K OKHY, pe3Ko 3a/iepHyJIa MTopy, Kelas OTTOPOAUTHCS OT
BEUYEPHUX CyMEpeK, MEJJICHHO OOHMMAIOIIHX €€ MaJIeHbKYIO KPEoCTh.

— ThI Bcerma MOeIb COBpaTh, YTO sl TaM PadOTalo. . .TIOJ PUKPHITHEM.

Bonta npomosnyas. Jlerra ¢ MUHYTY IOCTOsIIa Y OKHA, TOTOM TMOBEPHYJIACh M C HEBO3MYTHUMbBIM
JIMIIOM, OYATO OHU U HE Pa3rOBapHBAJIM TOJIBKO YTO BOBCE, IIPOrOBOPUIIA!

— IIpoxonu, nocuaum. TyT ke Tak «MHJIO», — OHA YCMEXHYJIach M CHsUIA TLIall.

[No3zxke, mocse Toro Kak 3arnax KpacHOro BUHA yke BUTAJl B KOMHATE, a Ha CTOJIE CTOSUIA 3aKyCKa
13 Hape3aHHbIX (PPYKTOB, ChIpa U BsieHOTro Msica bosnra cripocui:

— Kaxk b1 BoOOI1E? {I MOHMMAaI0, BOITPOC CTPaHHbIMA. .. B ené He Xxoverb BepHyThCs IOMOW ?

— UYro T Bc€ 3amaaui. .. JJomoit, na momoil. A yxe orBetmiia! — neByIka modoaTana BUHO B
OokaJe, HaOMO/Iasl, KaK KPUBbIE CTPYHKU CTEKAIOT 10 TOHKUM CTEHKaM.

— A BepHyTbCA KO MHE?

JlemMoHuIIa B3ITISTHY/Ia HA HETO Y€PHBIMHU, KaK TOT Beuep, Iazamu. Cep/iie ero Ouioch poBHO.

— 4l 3aBTpa ye3xkaio Ha rpaHuily. [leHn3 B3sijia ¢ MeHsl oOelliaHie cooOImuUTh Tede, — MPOIIUIea
OHa C XOJIOZIHON HEHABHUCTHIO, OTBOJIS B3IJISI.

— Jlen He 3Haer, nosaraio? Tel ripesicTaBselb, YTO OH C/IeaeT, Korja Thl Mpueenn? !

— OH ne y3Haet! {1 egy B 1pyroii Jlareps.

— Tet coypena!? Tol e 3Haelb, YTO TaM TBOPUTCS?

— W uro? 4 Tam HyxHee. I gaBHO Mory pemarh cama!

— ITocmoTpy Ha MeHs1! — CTYKHYJI OH JIAIOHBIO 110 CTONY, — ThI TOJBKO 3anony4niia cede 10M 1
orsTh yoeraemb? OOpena ke cBOw... cBoOoy?! — nmapeHb MoIayCs BIiepe]], 3ariisIsBas B YepHbIC
r1asa, — Yero Tel Ha CaMOM JieJie XOuellb?

JleByIlIKa XUIIHO YJIBIOHYJIACh U, CJIeTKa CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HaOOK, MOTsIHYJIach K Hemy. [TapeHb
OTKMHYJICS Ha3a/l 1 B3sT OOKaJI:

— IMaxe oTBEeTUTH He MOXkelb! — BonTa ocymmmn 6oKa, MOAHSIICS U XOJIOIHO MpousHec, — Pa3
YK ThI pelnya exarb, TO MHE 1opa.

OH yxe Jio11en 10 IBEpU U CXBATUIICSA 32 PYUKY, HO JIeTTa CJIOBHO XMIIHBINA 3BE€ph MPUOIU3H-
JIach ¥ CTPACTHO MpUXKaiach OOHMMasi. 3aje3asi XOJOIHBIMU PYKaMHU Tof1 pyOallky, OHa pa3BepHyJa
ero kK ceOe u noresioBasa. [lapeHs OTBETHIT HA €€ yMeJIblid, Me/IJICHHBIN U CJIMIITKOM WHTUMHBIH TI011e-
TyH.

OHna BCIIOMHMJIA XKU3HB C HUM. .. )XWU3Hb Y Tecchl, MoaBasibl 3aMKa 1 TO, YTO OHA TaM y3HaJjIa. . .
Ko ceituac eii ObLT BaskHee: OH WM e€ kaxa ObITh cBOOOIHOM ? OHA OTCTPAHUIIACH, TTOJIOKHUB TOJIOBY
eMy Ha I1J1eYO.

— UYro tam Hacuér maccaxa? OH TeOe eme HyKeH WM HeT? — MPOIIenTal OH, 3aMETUB ee
HepeITeIbHOCTb.

Kpenkue pyku MyK4rHBI, TOPSUIKE PUKOCHOBEHHM S, ApOMAT IUTPYCOBBIX Macesl. OTTOueHHbIe
rofamu JBukeHust pyk. OH JIeCTBUTENILHO YMEJT IOCTaBUTh €1 3TO yIOBOJIbCTBUE. JIETTy pasmMopuiio
OT YCTJIOCTH U BBITUTOTO BUHA.

«/la, 6cé umenno max, Kax s a0onr0. Modxcem 6cé dHce MHe ocmambCs», — MbICTb MEJIbKHYJIa
Ha 3bIOKOH I'paHuIle CHa, yTsaruBas JIeTTy Bo TbMy.
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CKBO3b HABAJIMBIIUICSA COH OHA TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK €€ YKPBUIM TUIIOM, KaK TerlIble TyObl
KOCHYJIMChH IIIEKH, OCTaBHB JIETKOE TOKAJIbIBaHKUE OT meTUHB. OHa ycIiena NepexBaTUTh ero pyKy U
npuxarh K ryoam. Tuxoe «s1 Te0s1 JI0OII0» PacCTBOPUIIOCH B BO3MYXE.

kk

Jlemma cudena na ousare, 3aKUHYE HO2Y HA HO2Y, U OM CKYKU NOKAUUBANA HONMCKOI, Nbima-
ACb NONACNb 8 MAKM 8CXAUNBIBAHUAM MON0O00U 0e8YUWIKU 8 Kpecae, 0Hcuoasi, Kko2oa ma nepecmanem
nAAKamv, UAU K020d 3MON COH, HAKOHeY, 3aKOHuumcs. /leMoHuya oymana:

«U 3auem s onsmo mym?»

Oznsi0esuiuce, ona nepemeruna noey. lloanas ayuna 3azaa0viéana 8 OKHO, NOOCEEUUBAS 3010-
mucmole Y30pbl HA KOPEUWKAax KHUz 8 00HoM u3 wkagos. Koeoa desywxa nawana evimupamse 1aoo-
HAMU cae3bl, Jlemma écmana u nodowna K cepeanmy, 3a KOMopblM CNOSN0 HECKOAbKO OYMbLAOK U3
MEeMHO020 CIeKAA U OOHA C HCUOKOCMbIO AHmapHoezo yeema. Kocnyswucs cmekaa, Jlemma cnpocuna:

— 9mo mo, o uem s Oymaio? — 0eMOHUUA 0OEPHYNACH U 832151HYAA Ha desywiky. Ta Kuenyaa. —
Tpuxeamu 00HY U NOWLAU HA KYXHIO.

Jlemma nooowina k cmoay u cena na maoypem. Cnsauas 80uAa cAe00M, 0epiHca 8 pyKe blOPaH-
HYto 6ymolaky. Bmecme ¢ Heli ona npunecaa 0ée ploMKu U nOCmasuaa 6cé Ha cmon, ceg HanpoOmue
Jlemmut.

— U umo? Mne nyorcHo pacckazvieamsv? — Cnsiuyast Nomepaa 2aa3a om pesKozo spKozo ceema
AAMNOYKU.

—Jla mHe, ecau uecmuo, 6cé pasHo. Ymo mam y meosi: 602amcmeo, 1100608b, 300posve?

— Ipuuun 20pazoo ooaviue...

Jlemma omxpolra 6YymoelaKy u HANOAHUAA PIOMKU 00 KPae8 30A0MUCTON HCUOKOCTIBIO.

— Ho 6éce onu céo0simest k smum mpém Kax npasuno... B aobom cayuae 6cé k ayuwemy. Bcé
MenHsiemcsi, — Jlemma no0odsunyaa K Heii promMKy, yavloasce. — Buineil, paccaabvcsi.

— Tonwko y3Haem movl 06 SmMom 20pa300 NO3dKce. ..

Jemonuya, nooddcas 2ybwl, 3axamuna 2nasa:

— Hy, 0asaii mozoa myorcurxos no3oeém, mym xice ecmuv? XKanw, Oyuiesrvle parvl OHU He aeuan,
3amo ¢pusuuecku Oyoem ayuute...— OHA OOHANCUNA Oenble KAbIKU 8 UZPUBOTL YNblOKe U Ce2Ka NPUKY-
cuna 2yoy.

Cnsuwas ¢ ykopom, HO ene coepicusast Yavioky, cmompena Ha Jlemmy.

— Hem yorc, cnacu6o. A ayuue 8oinwio, — 0meemuna oHa i OOHUM MAXOM ONPOKUHYAA PIOMKY.

Jlemma monua HabarOana, Kak pacnpasusucs MOPULUHKI 8 YeONKaX 3A0YMUUBbIX 2143, CMOM-
pesuiux Ha nycmyio promky 6 pykax. Kax onanu yeonku pma, cmupas HanpaxcenHyro Yavioky.

—Honezuano? A aumonuux ecmuv?

Cnsawas nooHsana 6324510, 6CMAMPUBASCH 8 IHMAPHbBLE 21430 COOECEOHULDI.

— Tot noocmpuznacsy? Y mebs Oblau makue Kpacugvle OAUHHbLE B0A0CHL, — CNPOCUNA OeBYUIKA,
6cmasas U n00X00si K X0ON00UNbHUKY.

Jlemma 3anpasuna 3a yxo uepryro npsiob, OMKUOLIBAs HA3A0 e08a O0XOOUBUIUE OO N1 B0NOCHI.

—Jla, mooice céoez0 poda nepemervl. A OH dadice He CKA3AA HUUEZO. .. YIMPOM NPUNOMHIO eMy.

kk

He orkpsiBas rnaza, Jlerra BTsiHyJIa HOCOM BO3/yX, €0 3arax BCE €IlE MPUCYTCTBOBAJI B KOM-
Hare. JI€rkas Apoxp BOIHOM MpoOeskasa 1o Tely, OTaaBasich 0OJbIo B MbIIIax. [leBymika yabi0Hy-
JIach, BCIIOMMHAsI BUepalliHee, U MPOTSAHYJIA PyKy, HO BIiepen e€ kJiana xonoaHas mycrorta. Korma
OHa OTKpBUIA IJ1a3a, TO MOHsJIA, YTO HAXOOUTCS B KOMHaTe oiHa. COJIHIIE BOT-BOT MOKA3aJI0Ch U3-32a
TOPU30HTA, U €ro JIYYH YyKe MPOHUKAIA CKBO3b 3alITOPEHHOEe OKHO. JleTTa BBIIOXHYJIA U, CTHCHYB
3yOBbl, pacciaOuiia MaibIbl, OCTABJISAS Ha IPOCTBIHE PBAHBIC TIOJIOCHI OT OCTPBIX KOT'TEH.

Hakunys men, 6ocasi, oHa BbICKOuMIIa Ha ysuity. Ciesibl Ha TOHKOM CJIO€ CHera Topesii uep-
HBIMU MISITHAMH. Me/IJICHHO OITyCKAIOIIMECs XJIOMbsI CHETa He YCIIeu 3achnarh ux. Eme mar — u oHa
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roToOBa ObLIA COPBAThCs, OeKaTh 32 HUM, JJOTHATh. .. ¥ MePEerpbi3Th eMy MIOTKY. Eif moka3anock, 4to
Jaxe CTpax COMTH ¢ yma e€ Obl He OCTAHOBUIL

UepHast IpIMKa CKOJTb3HYJIA [T0 HOTaM, BO3BpaIlas AeBYIIKe JieAsTHOe CIIOKOMCcTBUE. POBHO ObI0-
1ieecs ceprue MpoIycTuio yaap.

— Thl Hy’)kHa MHe )UBasi. 3allu B IOM, —JIe[IsTHON MeTasul pe3an ciayx. — [loxkanyiicra.

C orcyrcrByomuM B3misiaoM Jlerta moBepHyJach U BCTPETUIACch B3MISIIOM C TEMHBIMU
OKHaMU. Bce Kpacku cJI0BHO MOMepKJIU. DTOT oM. .. Bosbiie He pagoBan e€. OH OyaTO TOJBKO YTO
ObLT OCKBEPHEH. . .

— OH m1oxo Ha TeOs BuseT. .. Uto, 6osblIe HET CMbICTIA 3[IeCh OCTaBaThes, 1a? CTONBKO yCH-
JIMA HAITPacHO, — OH €JIe CJIBIIIHO YCMEXHYJICS, B IOJIOCE TaK U CKBO3WJIO 3JI0PAJICTBOM.

CyIIHOCTD 3apbluajia M OIETHHUIIACH, OTOHb 3JIOCTH COrpeBasl 03501I1e 00ChIe HOTH.

— He 3a0wbIBaii, 4TO 51 4yBCTBYIO TBOU SMOLIMH U pazfeisio ux. [Toaromy s 1 ¢ TOOOI.

«Huumo ne cosepuaemcs nanpacro. Ycnokoiicsi!» — npukaszaina Jlerta MpICJIEHHO, TO Ji ceOe,
TO JIA CYIIIHOCTH U, HATSIHYB €XUIHYIO YIBIOKY, CIIPOCHIIA:

— IMostomy Th MeHS 1 37HIIL? Thl ObLT U3 MJIOXUX MAJILYUKOB, a7

Menecrsammii cMex, OyATO Yepe3 TOMIITY BOABL, pa3aayics y e€ HOr:

— He T0, 4to0s1... Ckopee st uM crai. Ho s TOMHIO U IpyTye SMOIIUH.

Pannee yTpo yxke 3amossno B I0M, pacKpacHuB cCepble CTEHBl PO30BbIM. JleTTa moexunach u
CWJIbHEE YKYTalach B IUIE/1, KOTOPBIN BCE €IIE€ XpaHWII ero 3amnax.

— Yr0 Tam co cnexKoM, ecTb YTO pacckaszarh? — JlerTa nmepectynuia nopor JAoMa M 3aKpblia
IBepb. YepHbIil CIyCTOK JIbIMa IMTPOCOYMIICS CIIEIOM.

— S mpocneauin. Do 6suta Tens Cosera.

Jlerra Hanpsirnack, CoBeT pa3dupaeTcst MPOCTO U KECTKO C TEMU, KTO TIEPEXOAUT UM JOPOTY.

— TeOs1 oHM XOTAT OTIPABUTH HAa TPAHUILY, 32 TBOM CJIOBA...a €r0... — OH 3aMOJTYaJL

— axe Tak? 4 ke HAYEro TOJIKOM He CKa3aja, — JIeBYIIKa MPUJIOKUIIa nayer k ryoam. — Hy
Y JIQJTHO. ..cama ke Ty/la UIy... A BOT Balllero JpyXKa MOTyT YOUTh B Omkaiiiiee Bpems. Bynbre
OCTOPOXKHEE.

— [Moyemy ThI Tak permia? — oH ObUT yAMBIICH, YTO JleTTa BBIBUHYJIA CTOJIb BEPHOE TIPE/AIIO-
JIO)KEHUeE.

— XBOCT OB €r0... 1, €CJIA OH MPOJOIKUT UHTEPECOBATHCS. . .

— Ipepnaraems MHE JOJNOKUTH 00 3TOM HAYaJIbCTBY, — METAUT B €r0 T0JI0Ce ObUT HACTOJIBKO
MSTOK, OyATO OH W TpaBia crpamuBay coBeT. [leByika 3ay/pldanach, HAJO MPU3HAThH, ITO €W
MOJIbCTUJIO.

— Ecnm oH emy niopor, To 1a.

Ona KuHYyJIA TU1e/] Ha KPOBaTh U MOTSIHYJIACh.

— Bcé, He xouy 00 3ToM. Hy)kHO coOmpaTthbcsi.
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I'naBa 6. [lopora. IIponuioe

Co3zHaHue pe3Ko HAMOIHIIOCh 3BYKaMHU, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HIEIKHYJI AJIbIIAMU, M HAYaJICs] HOBBIT
JeHb: Kari JOX[s yIapsuluch O MOJIOJIBIE JIUCThS, CKATHIBAIMCh M CHOBA MaJajid Ha CIEAYIONIUNA
JIUCT; KPYITHBIE MITHIIBI OCTOPOKHUYAIIH, KOPOTKO OTBeYast APYT OPYry; MEJIKKe ke, Ha000poT, mede-
TaJlu, pacCcKasbiBasi BCE CBOM CHBI 32 HOUb. My3bIKa YTPEHHETO Jieca MaHWJIa TOCKOpee HAuaTh KUTb.

JleBouKa olyIaia Teryo, XOTs 3arax ChIpOd 3eMJIM U OyHCTBO 3BYKOB COOOIIAQTH, YTO OHA
BCE eIlle B XOJIONHOM Jiecy. .. JlerTa oTkpbuia rasa. [1oTHOe KOKUCTOe KPBbUIO siliepa HaKphIBaJIo
e€ MOUTH 1IeJIMKOM, a CaM OH JIeKaJl PsAOM, COrpeBasi IEBOUKY HEOKHUIAHHO ropsiuuM TejoM. Pyka
e€¢ oOHMMaJIa IOKPHITYIO 3eJIeHO| velryei 1me. OHa oTaepHyJa pyKy OToaBHrasich. Jlumkoe 6e3pas-
JIM4YUe OTITYCKaJo, ¥ MaMsTh O BYEpAIllHEM THE KOMOM M3 TPEBOTU U CTpaxa MOJHUMAJACh K TOpIy.
Smep, cIOBHO MOUysIB €€ CTpax, OTKPBLT I71a3a.

— He cccrmmms?

Mopna uepHoii codaku, 3aJie3Iei B X yKPbITUE, MeJIbKHY/Ia B BOCTIOMUHAHUU IEBOYKH, U OHA
C OTBpAILIEHUEM Hayajla BHITUPATH JAJOUIKAMU HIEKH, MBITAsSCh OTTEPETh 3ACOXIIYIO TPsi3b U OCTATKU
CJIIOHBI JKMBOTHOTO.

—I1éc, oH xe momxkeH ObLT HAC HAUTH?

— OH Hacce He yBUJeN, — CIIOKOIHO OTO3BAJICS SIIIep.

— Ho mopaa u 1o cBevenue?

— ThI MPOCCTO CCIUIIIKOM HMCCITyTaJIach, TeOe MPUBUJIENIOCCH, — (DUOJIETOBOE 3BE3/IHOE HEOO ero
I71a3 MPOHUKAJIO B IyIITy.

— la? — neBoyka Hayajla COMHEBATLCSl B YBUAEHHOM U MBITAJIACh CBEPUTHCS C OLIYIICHUSIMU
CBOEH CyITHOCTH, KTO KpOMe He€ MOT 3HaTh MpaBjy, HO Ta CIOBHO oHeMela. UyBCTBOBAIOCh CMSITe-
HUE: «HE TIOMHIO» — OIpbI3aJIach OHA.

— HyxHo Bo3Bpararscs. ...

«TbI cnabas», — IIEMHyYJIa CyITHOCTb, BBIYXKUBAasI U3 MOJCO3HAHNSI TO YYBCTBO yKaca, 3BeHsIIee
KPUKOM B yIIIax.

—ITO CCIMIIIKOM OMACCHO, TeOs, CCKOpee BCCEero, BCCE eIE UIIyT. A eCCIIM TaM OCTJTICh Maru?
Bropoii pa3 Ham Tak He TIOBE3€ET. .. §I, Kak TBOW JIPYT, HE MOTY ITO33BOJIMTH TeOe MOWTH TY/A.

JleBouka 3amepiia, ojkaB ry0y, cjie3bl MPOCTYITHIIN Ha IJ1a3ax oT otyastHusl. Eif xotenock Bep-
HYThCS. ..

— Yo Obl cckazana AmxenTa? OHa cckaszaiia Tebe Oexarh, Beflb Tak ? — OapXaTHBIHA IIENIOT TOHYJT
B MAyTHUHE BOKPYT, BCs My3bIKa Jieca OyATO Mcuessa, orpyxkas JAEBOUKY B €€ OTUasiHUE.

«beru...», — BCOMHIJIA OHA TOCJIEHUE CIIOBA AJIKEHTBI U pa3pblIasiach, pa3MasbiBasi rpsi3-
HBIMH pyKamu clie3bl. Ta mycToTa, 4to caepikaia e€ KpUK Buepa, He Mellaia eid OOJIbIIe BBITYCTUTh
CBOM UyBCTBa HapyKy.

Smep Monya OTBEpHYJICS U OTCTYIUIL, 1aBasi i BpeMsi U POCTPAHCTBO, YTOObI BIUTHCS XONO/-
HBIMU JIETCKMMU MaJbYMKAMH B CKOJIb3KYIO I'PsI3b, KpUYaTh U BbITh, OIJIAKMBAs BCE TO, YTO OCTa-
JIOCh TIO3aH. .. AJIKEHTY, UX YIOTHBII CBOOO/IHBIN YTOJIOK, OTKY/IA BUIHO, KAK BO3BBIIIAETCS BYJIKAH
Topeo. Eii 6bu10 kaib gaxe Byka, KOTOPBIH Tak 3JIWJICS KakAbIA pa3, KOTJla OHA BHIMTPHIBAJIA.

SAmep momua noxaaics, koraa Jlerra, CBepHYBIIUCH KAJIAUMKOM B I'PSI3H, 3AKOHYHT I1JIAKATh. . .
OH CJIOKWIT KPbUThS U BBICYHYJICSI HAPYKY, IIYMHO BTSITUBAst HO3APSIMU IIPOXJIAAHBINA BO3LyX HOBOTO
JHS:

— JIio6mmo 3ToT MUp.

JleBouka cMOTpesia Kak KOJIBIIIETCS 3eJIeHbI XBOCT U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY M TyMaJia:

«W xyna MHe unTu?..» — cTpaHHOe OGe3pas3iryre U CMUPEHHE PSIIOM C STUM MaruecKUM co3/ia-
HUEM OKYTHIBAJIU €€.
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—Tloiiném, s mpoBOXy Tebs. .. Haiizem Toro, KTo moMokeT, — OH B [JBa IMPbIKKA BBINOI3 HAPYXKY,
¥ 3aryIsHYJ BHYTpPb, HaOmoas 3a HepemmtenbHo# JlerToit. [Tomennms, ona nopunHunack. bpens 3a
SIIIEPOM, OHA JiyMaJia TOJILKO O TOM, UTO UCTIBITHIBATh TOT AUKHI YXKac Kak BUepa eil He XOTeIOoCh. . .
Bonbie Hukoraa.

K3k

Uepe3s siec OHM BBILIUIM K JI0pOTe, KOJIesl pa3MOKJIa M MECTaMU HaIlOJIHUJIACh JOKIEBOM BOJIOW.
JlensiHast BnaxHast 3eMJusl Xonoauia 6ocele Horu. JleTTa B3MIsiHYI A Ha sAepa ¢ Hel psiaoM:

«M moyemy s vy 3a HUIM?» — OHA TIOSKMIIACh, OOHMMAasI ceOs 3a IJICUH.

Smep pacripaBuil KpbUIbsl U B3JIETEN MOBBIIIE, OCMOTPEN OKPECTHOCTH, 3aTEM BEpHYJICS U
PELIUTENLHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Ham Tyna! — oH 3aceMeHM1 TOHKMMM JIAlIKaMHU, JIETKO MEPENPbIrMBasi 4Yepe3 CAUIIKOM Ipsi3-
Hbl€ y4acTKU. JeByIlKa MorJiesnach cjaeaoM.
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I'naa 7. KoHomnsa u Jopora ao Jareps

[TpuObITh B Jarepb Ha TPaHUIIE HYKHO ObLJIO Yepe3 BOCeMb JHEN — BpeMeHH BIIOJIHE XBaTaJIo.
Bec 3auapoBaHHOrO prok3aka C MpUIacamMu, BOJOW U BCEM T€M, YTO MOIJIO MPUTOAUTHCS B IMYTH,
nouTtH He ourymaics. CosHIle JaBHO BCTAJIO, HO JIy4YH €r0 He IPEJM U CThIIJIMBO NPATAJIKCH 32 Mejie-
HOM cepbIx 001akoB. KopoTkast myOieHKa 1 Teruible MTaHbl criacaiy JIeTTy OT JISTKOro Mopo3a, KOTo-
pblii eme ocraBasicsl nociie Houn. Korga oHa mojomuia K IoMy KOHIOXa U TIOMBITAIach apeHIoBaTh
KOHS1, MOJIOJIOW MapeHb COOOIIII, YTO APYT €€ YKe KIET B KOHIOIIHE. JIeTTa HemOHMMAIoIle KMBHYJIa
Y YBEPEHHO JBUHYJIACh K KOHIOIITHE B MOJTHOM FOTOBHOCTU MPU3BATh OPYKKe, Be/lb HUKAKUX Apy3ei
OHa He KJafa, Aa ¥ B MpUHLMIe He nMena. OHa Bcerjga CYuTaa, 4Tto JIpy:k0a — 3T0 HEMO3BOIUTEb-
Hasi pockoliib. Te, Koro oHa cuuTaa Ipy3bsiMH, TOKUIAIH e€.

JlerTa noaxonuiia K BOpoTaM, U Ha JIMIIE pacilibiBajiach yabiOKa. [laxe CKBO3b TSKENbIN 3arax
HaBO3a U JIOMIa/Iell e€ HOC CyMeN Pacho3HaTh 3HAKOMbIN TOphKOBaTHIA apoMar O6epramorta. BHyTpu
CTOSUIM [IB€ BBIUMIIIEHHbIE Y OCEIJIAaHHBIE JIOIIAAN, TOBOAbSIMU MPUBS3AHHBIE PSAAOM CO CTOMIAMHU.
[TopepruBas rosoBamu U (PbIpKasi, OHU TIIETHO MBITAJIKCH JOCTATh O YCTIIAHHOTO CEHOM II0JIa.

— 41 yxe ycran xknarb TeOs1. Yero tak 10ro? — pa3uaics roioc mo3ajiu.

HeBy1ika o0epHyack. BonTta cTosin y cTeHsl, CI0KUB PYKH Ha IPY/IU U MOKEBBIBAsI COTOMUHKY.

— Otkypa 3Ha1, 4TO 4 NIpUAy?

— Kyna eme Te6e uaru? B 3ToM ropojie TOIbKO B OIHOW KOHIOIITHE MOKHO B3ITh KOHEW UIleH-
kaM. [lymaeriip, 51 32061 O TBOEH HENMIOOBU K NOpTaiam?

— W ut0 THI TYT Henaens? § He xouy TeOs BUIETh, — CJAMIIKOM MycTast U Oe339MOIMOHATIbHAS
(bpaza BrI3BasIA YIBIOKY Y MYKUYHHBL.

— Jla 6pock. .. Pa3 yx st He Mory BepHYTb TeOs1 JOMOIA, TO OTHITPAIO JI0 KOHIIA POJIb 3a00TIIMBOTO
porncTBeHHuKa. S Mupuiics, Korga Thl kuia y Tecchl, HO Ha IpaHMIly OJHA Thl HE MOejellb! — OH
3aMOJTYas U TYT e THXO J00aBIII:

— Jla m BuepariiHee roBoput 00 0OpaTHOM, — OH TOYECcaT YKCTO BHIOPUTHIN MOAOOPOIOK, ClIETKa
BBITSIHYB III€I0.

BHe3anHo BRIMOMBIINI YepHBIN TyMaH U3 CaMOr'o TEMHOT'O YIJIa, BO3JIe MeCTa, Iie cTosi1 bonra,
C €XUJICTBOM IPOU3HEC:

— Ectb BapuaHT meperpbi3th eMy ropio npsamo 1yt... Ho, mymato, ['ocionquH He omoOpuT, —
3a0aBJIsLICsl TYMaH, KOTOPOro, Kak BCEra, CIbIIIAIA TOJIBKO JAEBYIIKA.

OH IJIOTHBIM CT'YCTKOM MPHOIU3WICS W KOCHYJICS pyKH JIeTThl, 0OaB XOJOIOM, 3acCTaBJIsis
NPUKPBITh BeKU. OHA OLIyTHIA COKOMCTBUE, CIIOBHO €€ 3JI0CTh BBITSHYJIM U3 Teja. A 3aTeM nepej
71a3aM¥ BO3HUK 00pa3 Tpyma boiTel ¢ pa3onpanHoii meelt. BoHa yxaca mpodeskasia 1o Teiy, 3acra-
BUB OTKPBITh I71a34.

— Yero MouuIIb-TO? — IIISTHYJ Ha AeBYHIKY bonTa.

— Wu yxe ¢ HUM, — TyMaH paccMestyics, — Thl Be/ib M IpaB/a 3Toro xotena. HemHoro 3a60T1st
TeOe He TIOBPEUT, — Tepsisi OUepTaHUsl, OH UCUE3.

— DTO HAYEro He MeHsET! — OHa MOCMOTpeNa Ha Jiolajien, — BopoHas mos.

— EcrectBeHHO, — 10OpOOYIIHO YIBIOHYJICA MYKUMHA U TTOAOIMIEN K JIOMIAIN, TTOATSHY/ MOJI-
npyry. 3ateM, OTBSI3aB THEYI0, BEpHYJICA K JIeByIIKe, — TeOe He UBMEHUTh CIIOKUBIITYIOCS CUTYAITHIO.
JlaBaii mpocTo HaciaauMCcs OOIIECTBOM JIPYT Ipyra M BCIIOMHUM cTapoe... CO MHOW TOXe MOXKET
ObITh Becesio. Tem Oosiee HaMm eIng MpeJICTOUT JT0OpaThCs JI0 Jlareps... A 3aTeM He TIOMMHU CKOJIBKO
KUTh B MEPTBOM JIECy, HACEJIEHHOM CyMAcCIIEANTNMU YyJOBUIIIAMU, CPEU TOMIIBI TAKUX K€ OTYASH-
HBIX aBaHTIOPKCTOB. S IPOCTO OyIy CUMTATh ITO OUEPETHBIM COBMECTHBIM 3a/IaHUEM.

W3 ero ycr 310 1 npaB/ia Ka3aJioch OOBIICHHOCTHIO, 2 He CIIOCOOOM OT He€ cOeKarh.
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— Kakoii uynecHblii ieHb. .. OH MOXET CTaTh HAYaJIOM 4ero-To 0oJbiero. M, keratu, Tebe oueHb
UJIET 3Ta MPUYEcKa. — KU3HEPaJOCTHO MpousHec BonTa u BbIIIENT U3 KOHIOIIHM, Be/s MO y3/IIbI
JIOIIA/1b.

kk

[NepBble 1Ba JHS OHM MOYTH HE PA3rOBapUBaiIU B IMyTH. JleTTa OblTa MOrpyeHa B CBOM MBICIIH
Y 4TO-TO OOMyMBbIBaJIA. .. BCsi €€ mpeskHss JKU3Hb U MOCTYIKH MMOKA3aJIMCh HETIPABUIILHBIMU U HEJIO-
TMYHBIMH. .. HO B MOMEHTBI IPUHATHS PellieHiH OHA He MOTJIa MOCTYyNaTh MHAYe. . .

Ha ouepeanom npusaje, Korja OHM HOUEBAIX Ha NOIbE3/e K MepTBoMYy Jiecy Poperap, Jlerta
PE3KO OTKpbLJIA I71a3a U MOACKOUMIIa, MPOoOyXAasiCh OTO CHA.

— TBowu KomMaps! BepHyHch? — BonTa, cuaeBIuMil y KocTpa, CMOTpes Ha He€ ¢ HECKPhIBAEMBIM
TOOOIBITCTBOM U 03a00YE€HHOCTHIO.

— Her... Ilpocto npucHuics ciydail U3 JETCTBA. .. — COBpajia JEeBYILKA.

— Pa3Be 310 He oz1HO U TO *ke?

Ona, 3a/1yMaBIIKCh PUHSIA U3 €r0 PYK TEIUTYIO YaIlKy ¢ OTBApOM vyadpera, IpsHO-CIaKuil
3arax HarlOMHUJI O UX JIOME.

— A Kak Thl OOBSICHUI Jely CBOUM OThe31?

— A KTO cKasail, uTo OH B Kypce... [1o kpaitHeii mepe noka. Ho [leHu3 emy cCKOpO J10JI0KUT.

kk

Hopora no norpannuHon nepeBHU Tyma0s 3aHsIa ceMb CyTOK. MepHO OKauMBasich B Cellie,
JleTta pasmispiBaja OKpPECTHOCTH. BhIMaBImmil AHEM CHET MOKpPbIBAT POBHBIM CJIOEM MIIEHUYHBIC
T0JIs1, 3acCesTHHbIE ellle OCeHbl0. Heaneko oT JepeBHU YepHBIMU MSITHAMU Ha OesioM (poHe BhIAes-
JIMCh TTOATOTOBJIEHHbIE MO pedalibHble KOCTPHL. BonTa ToXe NX 3aMEeTHI M, HAXMYPUBIIUCH, COOOIIIHIT:

— CornacHo MmocyieTHUM JOHECEHUSIM, CYIIeCTB OJIM3KO K TPaHUIIe 3aMEUeHO He ObUIO, HO TIOKa
MBI JIOOMPAJIICh, BCE MOTJIO M3MEHUTHCS. Y3HAeM B TaBEepHE.

B nepeBHe MyTHUKY HANIPABWIMCH B TaBepHY. MaleHbKUI ABYX3TaXXHBIN JOMUIIIKO, SIBHO pac-
CUUTAHHBIN JJIs1 MECTHBIX, PE/IKMX ITyTHUKOB W 3a€3)KUX TOPrOBIIEB, KOTOPHIX B MOCICAHUN MeCsIl
JOJKHO OBbLIIO TPUOABUTHCSI, HEOXKUAAHHO OKA3aJICs ITyCT B 3TOT BEUEPHHIA yac. XOpOIIo MPOBETPEH-
HOE MOMEIIEHNE TaBEPHBI OCBEIAIM MarnuyecKre OrHU Ha JIMaHaX I0f MOTOJIKOM, B PacTOIJIEHHOM
KaMHUHE TIOTPECKUBAIIH JIPOBA.

— ¥ Hac nocetutenu! [IpuBeTcTBYI0! — KPENKO CIOKEHHBIN MYKUK 32 CTOMKOM MPULY pUJICS, —
O! Bonra, Te1 uTO TU1? [0 padote umm B nec?

— B nec...— Bonta nogomén u, mmpoKo yab0asch, moxaa TPAaKTUPIIMKY pyKy, — Hakopmuiib
Hac?

JlerTa npoiiuia K CTOMKe clieJoM 3a CBOUM CITyTHUKOM, CMaxHyJla OCTaTKH KPOILIEK C BBICOKOTO
CTyJ1a M ceJa, MPUCITYIINBAsICh K Pa3roBopy.

— Koneuno. MsicHoil pyneT ¢ pucom? — CpOCU TPAKTUPIIUK U, TOKIABIIUCh, KOTJIA TOCTH
KMBHYT COIVIallasich, KPUKHYJI B IPUOTKPBITYIO 1BEPb B KyxHIo: — D! [IBa pynera!

My:X4rHa JOCTa IMBHBIE KPYXKH U HAJTWII TIMBA U3 OOYKHU 0331 HETO:

— Crplimat, Tl HaIesI Ty PhIKYIO JIGBOUKY . . .— TPAKTUPIIUK IMOCTABUII KPYKKH Ha CTOUKY Tiepe/t
roctsiMu, — CKBepHast UCTOPH S, He BBIITYCKAIM Obl OHU HETIO/ITOTOBJICHHBIX 32 CTEHBI. .. HE TIPUXO/H-
J0Cch OBl U XOPOHHUT.

— Ma...— moarBepaun Bonta u MaxHyn pykoH, BCOMHHAsI Kak ObUT TyT B MPOIUIBIA pa3, —
MpbI BueM y Bac norpedabHble KOCTPBI TIOATOTOBJIEHBI, KOro XopoHuTe? HeyxkTo cyiecTsa cioaa
MIPOpPBIBAIOTCS ?

— Ma ver. OHu OoJbllle HE HAIAJAIOT MOCIIE TOro, Kak Mpuobsun cuiibl CoBeTa M BCTaJM Jiare-
peM B Jiecy, — OH YCMEXHYJICS, — IePEeBEHCKHE, J1a U MbI C JKEHOH ObLTM HECKa3aHHO pajbl STOMY.
BonbIIMHCTBO HAEMHUKOB U3 pa3HbIX TWIIBIUH eXasli Yepe3 Hally AepPeBHI0, HOYEBAIU U MOTIOTH LI
3amachl B €JMHCTBEHHOW TaBepHe modmu3oct. Ho ceifuac xkenalonmx cioga exarb MoyoaBuiioch, 1
CHOBa CTaJIO IYCTO.
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OH 00BeJ1 nevaabHbIM B3IJISI0M TIOMEIIIEHE.

— A XopoHMM. .. [TorpedabHBIX KOCTPOB B JIECY BOSIKM HE Pa3BOMISAT, 1a U HE BCEra eCTb, UTO
XOPOHHTB, HO T€X, KTO BO3BpAIAeTCsl M YMHUPAET ykKe B Jlazapere, XOpoHsAT B Tymaoa.

BonTa noHmmaroriie rnokavas roloBOi, B IOHECEHUSIX OH YUTAJI, YTO MHOT/A U3 Jlarepsi 0OpaTHO
B Tyma03 nochutaloT OTpsiAbl sl OTIPABKY UHTPEAUEHTOB, 0COOO0 IIEHHBIX I'PY30B M KOPPECTIOHAEH-
myn. K ceBepy oT ropona CTOUT MajleHbKHI Jlarepb, KyAa Mpyu HEOOXOAUMOCTH OTKPBIBAJIA MPSIMOM
noprait. [Ipu npuObITHM OHYU ¢ JIeTTON HEe MOTJIM 3aMETUTh NAJIATOK, TaK KaK MPHIIUIM C I0)KHOH CTO-
POHBI, a Jlarepb OCTaBAJICS 3a IEPEBHEN.

TpakTUPILIMK TSDKENIO B3JOXHYJI U, IJIECHYB ceOe TOMKPYKKHU MUBA, TPOJOJIKIIL:

— A 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe eni€ U OJIHOrO Hallero OyIyT XOPOHWT, KU 31ECh.

— A ¢ HuM yTO?

— Youm. TonkoM He 3HaI0, MaroM U3 MUTHBIX Obl1. HaBepHOE moTtoMy, 4To OH OBbUT pOTHEN
oaHoro u3 wieHoB CoBera. Marth 04eHb ropauiiach CbIHOM, JOCITYKMBIIUMCS JI0 JIUTHOTO Mara, HO
Terephb BCSI CEMbsI €r0 YOUTa ropeM: JBOE JIeTel OCTAIMCh Oe3 OTIa M KOPMUJIbIIA, a POAUTENN 0e3
CbIHA.

— Po0, XBaTuT yxe rocteid B yHbIHHE BBOOWThH! — OKJIMKHYJIA PA3TOBOPUBILETOCS MYXKYUHY
BBILIE/IIAs U3 KyXHU KEHIMHA B NiepeJHuKe. — Hariaaarcs oHu Ha Tpynibl eni€, U UCTOPUIL MOXykKe
Hacnymatorcs. Kyinaiite noka ropsiuee.

OHa mocTraBua Ha CTOJM JIB€ TApPEJKU U MPUOOPHI, @ caMa IMpUcesa PsAOM C TPAKTHUPIIMKOM.
Ha Ttapenkax akkypaTHO Jiexaau pyJIeThl U CJIOKEHHBI TOPKOM pHUC, BCE 3TO YKpallaju BETOUKU
netpymky. CagkoBaThlil 3anax kapeHoro MsICHOro (papiia yxe JaBHO BUTA B Bo3ayxe. JleTTa He
BBIJIEpXKasa ¥, B3SB MPUOOPHI, OTpe3asia Kycouek. BHyTpHu okazanoch BapéHoe siino. Ero Msrkuii
BKYC pa30aBJIsiy1 OCTPO MepYeHbIi (apiir ¢ KUCTMHKOM.

[Toka roctu enu, xo3siiKa pa3Bjekajla UX paccKka3aMy O 4yyyellaX, pa3BelIaHHbIX 10 CTEHaM
TaBEPHBI — [TOYTH BCE OHM OBLIH MOAAPEHBI ABAHTIOPHCTAMHU €€ 0 CyMAacCIIeCTBHSI CYIIIECTB. A 3aMe-
THUB, Kak JleTTa norisapiBaeT Ha Marnueckue CBETUJIbHUKY MOBEalIa, YTO OHA Mar U cama yKparasia
37IECH BCE.

Jlerta BC€ 9T0O BpeMsi MoTua pasrisiabiBaia yOpaHCTBO MOMEIIEHUsT B OOJTOTHO-KENTHIX TOHAX.
Ona BcniomHmIa, yeM TymMa0s oTimyasics oT Ipyrux JiepeBeHb. B 3Toi Onvkaiiiei kK Y4epHOMY Jiecy
JepeBHe ObLT CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN rep0, ¢ UCONb30BaHUEM 3eJICHOTO M JKeJITOro IBeta. Ero Beiiamm,
HaMepeBasiCh MOCTPOUTH 3[IECh TOPOJ, HO MOCIE TOr0, KaK Marv HACTOSUTM Ha CTPOUTENILCTBE TMOOIH-
30CTU APYroro — XoupoHa, NOJIHOLEHHBIN TOPOA TYT PEIINIA HE CTPOUTh, & OCTABUTH, KaK €CTh.

3aKOHUYMB yKMHATh U 3aKa3aB HAa yTPO HEJOCTAIOIMX Mpurnacos, bonta ¢ Jlerroi pasonumics
10 KOMHATaM.

K3k

VY TpoM TpakTUpIIMK BblAAT IyTHUKAM BCE, YTO OHU ITPOCUJIU, U HA PACCBETE OHU MPOAOLKUIN
MyTh, HAMEPEBAsICh AOOPAThCS K HOUM JI0 CTOSTHKH, TJie COOMpaTCh JOOPOBOJBIILI M CTOSLT JIarephb
BOMHOB U3 Apes. KoHell oHM OCTaBW/IM B JIepeBHE, JIOTOBOPUBIINCH C MECTHBIM KOHIOXOM, YTO OH
OTrOHUT UX B AnbTapeil. Ha 3anaze BugHenach nojgoca 4€pHOro jieca, a Ha BOCTOKE BMECTE C COJTHLIEM
yKe TIOIHUMAJICS IHIM OT MOrpeOalIbHBIX KOCTPOB. BeTep yHOCHIT TSKENBIN 3ammax Ha BOCTOK, M OH He
JOCTUTAJT YyBCTBUTEJILHOTO HOCA JIEMOHHUIIBI, YeMy OHa ObllIa Oe3MepHO paja.

UepHblil TyMaH CKOJIb3HYJI 110 CHETY:

— Kak xe 51 He Xo4y Tyga UATH. .. — MPOOOPMOTAa OH, Ipubnu3uBIIUCch K Jlerte. Ha e€ crerka
TIOJTHATYI0 OPOBb OH TPOAOJIKILIL:

— 51 ObLT TaM OHAX/BI C CONMPOBOXAECHUEM, ecTecTBeHHO. M He naneko. MHe HyXHbl ObUIH
peaKue UHrpeArueHTHl. .. He momHio 3aueMm. .. ToyHO MOMHIO, KTO OBLIT CO MHOM Tepe]] TeM, KaK BOWUTH,
OCTAaBJISLJT MOJHOIIEHNE XO03sIHKe.
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Jlerta 3ameunia mar, ooaymbiBasi ckazaHHoe. OHa MOMHWMIIA, KaK B KJIAaHE OHU JKePTBOBAJIH
KaMHIO 4acTh CBOeH cuitbl... OHa orisienach, HO He 3aMeTHIa ajaTapei 1Jist MOIHOIIEHUsT WA MeCT
CUJTHL. . .

C KaX[JpIM [I1arOM B CTOPOHY Jieca MTpoOMep3Iasi 3eMJisl MOCTENEHHO MpeBpaIaiach B CKOJb3-
Kyio k1ky. Horu Bs3/mu, 3amax 00iota v THHBI COMBAJI C TOJIKY M TIepeOrBaJI BCe JIpyrue 3anaxu. 3Ha-
KOMBIE JIEPEBbsi: COCHBI M Oepe3bl MOSIBIISINCH BCE pexe. VX 3aMeHsI YepHbIe y3/0BaThle KOPSITH,
MOKPBITHIE Y CAaMOU 3eMJTH 3eJieHoW cm3bio. Kopa iepeBbeB morosiie OblIa B ITyOOKUX 60po3aax,
Oy1To OJIOCH OT Korteil. OHU yXO/IMIIM BBEPX 110 BCeMY CTBONTY. TOHKHE BETKU B BBHIILIMHE My TAJIHCh,
TNIeperIeTalrCh, CIOBHO MayTHUHA, TIOTHOCTHIO 3aK pbiBast HEOO Jaske 6e3 TMcTBBI. M Obl1a Ji1 OHA 37eCh
neroM — Jlerta He 3Hana. Thma HapuiIa B 9ToM Jiecy aaxe aHEM. CTpaHHOTO BUIa TPUOBI, TO U JEJI0
TMOSIBJISIBIIMECS] HA CTBOJIAX, CBETHIIUCH JKEJITHIM, HE aBasi ThMe MOJHOCTBIO TOTJIOTUTH STOT JIeC.

— Hy, kak Tebe Bubpl? — npepBasl TUIMHY Bonra.

MHoro3HaunTeTbHBIH B3I JISTTH He pacnionarai K Oecefie, HO OecCTpallHbIi MyKYKUHA ITPO-
JOJIKWIL:

— Benp ThI TaK croga pajiach.

— OH TeOe HpaBUTCS 32 CMEJIOCTb M OTBAry WJIM 32 HEYyMEHHe MTPOMOJTIaTh? — IeMHYJIa YepHas
AbIMKA, CJIeIOBABIIIAs IO TISATaM.

— OtmyHele, 51 MoOII0 BCE YEPHOE, ThI ke 3HAelllb, — HATSHYJa OHA OCKal, — Thl 4TO-HUOYIb
3Haelllb MO MOAHOLIEHUS 3TON Xo3siiKe?

[NapeHs X0OTes YTO-TO MOIIYTUTD, HO B3IJISIHYB Ha OJIeIHYIO JAEBYIIIKY, CEPbE3HO CKa3all:

— Camoe mpocToe — OCTaBHTh efy. [laBail OCTaBUM. .. €CII XOUelllb, HO TIpe/ijiaraio 100paThCs
10 Jarepst ¥ cripocuTh Tam. He qymaio, 4To OCTaBISITh YTO-TO MPOCTO IO, KYCTOM OyZeT BEpHBIM
pElIeHHEM. . .
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I'naBa 8 /Iopora o 3acrassl. IIpomioe

Bocele 000/1paHHBIe HOTY YTOTIAJIH B P13, JIEBOYKA TO U JIEJIO NBITANIACH CTPSIXHYTh HATUIIIIINE
KOMbsI TPSI3U C HUX. XOTb BECEHHHUE JIy4d COJHLA YK€ HarpeBad 3eMJIIO, HO T10CJIEe 0K OHA BCE
ke OblIa poXJaaHoi. [IeBouka crapanach He MOKa3biBaTh BUAY, YTO OHA 3aMep3aeT, TOJIBbKO BOT
APOXKb IO BCEMY TeJly, TpsICYIIasicsl HUKHSAS YeTIOCTh M 3BYK KJlallaHbs 3yOOB Bbl1aBasu e€. [ lnectuch
JEBOYKE 3a AIIEPOM IIPUIIIOCh HEAOJITO, BIIEPEAHX 3a IOBOPOTOM NOKa3ajiack NOBO3Ka. OHa IblTasach
IIpoeXaTh M0 pa3MBITOM Kojiee. My:x4rHa NOATAJIKUBAJ [IOBO3KY, IUIENAs TOJIBIMU HOIaMHU 10 JTyKaM,
LIMPOKUE LITAHbI OH MOABEPHYJI BBILLE KOJIEH.

«OH MOXET HaM [TOMOYb. . .», — MBICJIb IIPOHECIIACH TAK CTPEMUTEIILHO, UTO JEBOYKA YKE COpBa-
Jlach C MecTa, YToObl OekKaTh K MOBO3KE.

Ho swmep ocranosui e€. ..

— Ccroii, 51 okeH npeaynpeauTs. .. S He ccckazan tede. OH He CCMOXKET MeHS YBUAETb, MEHs
BUIMIIb TOJIBKO THI... Sl e Marn4eccKoe CyIlecTBO, — OH yCMEXHYJICs. — Thl IOHMMaelb, 0 4yem A7
He pasroBapuBait cco MHOM, TOJIBKO CCIIyILAH, MOHsIA?

B mazax JlerTsl MENbKHYJIO COMHEHUE:

— Maru? — oHa CIJIOTHYJIA BA3KYIO CIIIOHY, HOTY TIOTSDKEJIEIH, HE jKeJlast IesaTh Iar. . .

— Jla, o, — Aep yKe nojeres BIepen.

Cy1HOCTS 1IenHyJa, MpUIOMHUHAas CJI0Ba AJIKEHTHI U MIOATAJIKABAs BIIEPEN:

«B 00unouky nam He 8viHcumb. ..0epAHCUCL MO20, KNMO CUABHEE. .. »

JleTTa HeCIBIIIHO TOJOIUIA K TIOBO3Ke. [IeBouKa He cTapasiach CKpbITh CBOE PHOMKEHUE, HO
IIPUBBIYKY NIEPEIBUTATHCSA TUIABHO Y HECJIBIIIHO 3aKPEIUIAINCh B KJIAHE C IETCTBA.

— Ox, ykpaau 1e0s1 Xo3siika!

[MapeHp oOepHYJICSA M YBUIET HEXAAHHYIO TOCTBIO: TOKPHITHIE TOJICTHIM CJIOEM I'PSI3U PYKH U
HOT'H, PBAHOE IUIAThE HEOITPEJEIEHHOIO IBETA U3-3a HAJIUIILLEN IPSA3U U IbUIN, CITyTABLIMECS BOJIOCH
Y O'POMHBIE 30JI0ThIE I1a3a. YesloBeK 1axke OTIPBITHYJ, 4yTh HE yIIaB B JIyXKY, U Cpa3y 3a03UPacs.

— MaroB oroHs, Tel OTKyz1a Takas? Basn, nau ckopee crona!

JleTTa BTsIHYJA IIIEI0, OHA eIE HU pa3y He BUjieia 4yKaKoB Tak OJIM3KO, TeM OoJiee He pa3rosa-
puBasia ¢ HUMH. He cumras tex... OT BOCIOMMHAHMY CTaJIO AyPHO, AEBOYKA OTCTYNMJIA U YBUJENA,
KaK K HUM HAET emE OIMH YeIOBeK — KEHIIMHA, HO 3arax y He€ ObLI CTPaHHBIH.

— He 6otics. Yto cmyumnocs? — MyK4rHa XOTeJT pa3y3HaTh, KTO 3Ta JeBOYKA, U JJaKe Ceal K
Hel miar. Jlerra orcrynmia ere. JKeHIyHa, KOTOpast yke ycresa MooNTH U 0OJIOKOTUTHCS Ha CTEHY
MOBO3KHM, MOJTYa HaOMMoAasa 3a Hel, a MOTOM BAPYT 3allbIXTesa:

— Jla oHa ke 1eEMOH, CMOTpPHU Ha €€ IJI1a3a...! BOJIOCHl YEpHbIE!

— IMonpoccen ux MOMOYb, IMYCCCTh JOBE3YT 4O OMMKarIero ropoia, — IMoAal rojioc siep, mpu-
CEBILUI Ha BaJIyH BO3JIE IEBOYKH.

— I'ne 6mmkaiiimii ropos? — TOJIBKO M CMOIYIa POIUILATE MaJIblIKa, Ipsva I71a3a B MoJl.

JKeHImyHa noxasa riedamu 1 IpoTsAHyJIa JeBOYKe PyKy. My KuMHa BbITapALWJI [71a3a HA HUX:

— T xouemb e€ B3sTh ¢ coO0i? ¥V Hac Het BepeBkM MopeHTo! JlemoH xke?!

— Ho He ocraBnAaTth ke e€ TyT, Xopm?

— A ecii OHa BBIIYCTUT CBOM KOT'TH M BCTIOPET HAM KMBOTBHI, IOKA MbI OyJeM craThb?

— O#1, Aa 4ero Thl TaKOE FOBOPHUILIb, JIEMOHBI JABHO TaKOTO HE TBOPAT... MOMX KOITEH ke Thl
He OOMIIIbCS, BUAMIIIb, AEBUOHKA X CXKajlach BCs, — XKEHIIMHA MOKa3ala Ha JAEBOYKY U, DI Ha
pacTpenaHHble BOJIOCHI M UyMa30e IulaThe, cripocuia: — Thl 0TKyaa BooOre?

JleBouka OTKpbUIa POT M XOTeja ObLJIO CKa3aTh YTO-TO, HO, BUIUMO, CJIOB HE HAIUIOCh...
AJkeHTa Bcerja yuusa He paccKasblBaTh HUYETO PO KJIaH, Aa 1 eciii Obl JleTTa 3axotesna, BCE paBHO
HE cMory1a Obl OOBSICHUTB, TIe OH HAXOQUTCs, Beb JEBOYKA HU a3y He MOKHMAATa OKPECTHOCTU UX
MAaJIEHBKOM JIEpPEBEHBKU. [IeBOUKaA JIMIIIb YKPAAKOM OIVISHYJIAch TyAa OTKyAA ITpULLIA.
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— Yro ¢ T0O0# nmpon3onuio? — IMypuiIach KeHIMHA, OIycKas pyKy, OHA XkJajla OTBETa.

— Moii kn1aH. .. — polenTana AeBovKa.

— He paccceckaspiBail Becccero! Ilpocecto nokap, ucmyranacchb, HOTepsulach.

— Ioxap. [ yo6exana...Crpammno. [Totepsiaack.

— A rae TBOM posiHbIe?

JleBouka He OTBETHJIA, OHA JIMIIb [IOMOTAJIa TOJIOBOM, CIEPXKUBasI CIIE3BI.

— Ox, GemHsIKKA. ..— Bl cTykHYyJIa MyKYMHY TIO TUIedy, — Buauis!

ToT nuIp TUXO TPOLIMIIET:

— Emeé u nonoxkeT. .. Tol mocMoTpu Ha e€ matbe! Be€ i 310 rpsizp?

JleBouKa MoMbITaIaCh OTPAXHYTHCS, HO TIATHA KPOBU Y TPSA3U IITYOOKO BBEJHCH B TKaHb, TaK
€ Kak M BOCIIOMUHAHUS O MPOILUIOM JHE HaBEKU OCTaHYTCS B €€ MaMsATH...U UX HE MPUKPOEIIb
JIaJOIKaMH1, KaK IpsA3b Ha IJIaThe.

— Bapyr eé umnyt? {1 He moeay odpatHO! A 1O IMyTH TOJBKO 3aCTaBa Ha IpaHMIle!

— MBI BCE paBHO €JIeM K I'paHMlLIe. .. JoBe3eM e€ Tyna. Eciu mbl eil He MoOMOoKeM, OHa Ke TYT
YMPET OT X0JI0/1a U rojioaa!

— KoneuHo, 3a MeJIkoii ANYBIO-TO OHA HE YTOHUTCSI B TAKOM COCTOSIHMU. .. @ MBI B CaMblid pas, —
MY’KYMHA MOLIEN TPOBEPATH 3aPKABLIYIO JIOIIA/Ib.

JKeHIlMHA BCIUIECHYJIA PyKaMHU.

— A TBI IPOCTO HE OTBJIEKANCS, XOpM, TBOE JIeJIO BE3TH NMOBO3KY | — OHa PUOOHSLIA IEBOYKY 32
TUIeYH ¥ MSTKO TIOATOJIKHYJIA K MOBO3Ke, — He ciymiaii ero, massiiika, noiaéM. Mel oTBe3eM Teosl. . .
Tam pa3oepytcs. Kak Tedst 30ByT?

Tak oHu exanu Bech JieHb MoTya. Banm u XopM 3agaBasiv el BOIIPOCH], HO IEBOYKA HE OTBE-
yasa. BeuepoM OCTaHOBHJIHCH y HEOOJBIIIOTO 03€pa, Ie KEHIMHA, KOTOPYIO, KaK OKa3aJI0Ch, 3BAJIH
Banepu, npeaioxkuia 4eBOUYKE OTMBITHCS OT I'ps3U. fiiep, Kak UCTUHHBIN AKEHTJIbMEH, ITOHSB, UYTO
OHHM COOMPAIOTCSI MBIThCSI, CKPBUICS B TIOpTajie M OCTaBWI MX. Boma Oblia XonomHasi, HO, YTOOBI
OTMBITBCSI U HE 3aCTYAUTHCS, BIOTHE Noaxoania. BrodaBok *keHIMHa MoAorpena Boay B KOTEJKe U
ycTpousa Jlerte HacTOAIIyI0 BAHHY CO BKYCHO MaxXHYIIMM MbUIOM U TIEHOM B jKECTSHOM Tasy, Kyaa
JeBOYKa MOMeCTHIach ¢ royioBoil. [TopeiBIMch B Belax, Ban Hanuia mogxoasinyo pyOarmky — eé
MOXHO OBLJIO MOATIOSICATh KaK IJIaThe, U JAJIMHHbBIE IOPThI, KOTOPBIE COILIH JIEBOYKE 32 IITAHBI:

— Bor Bunuib kakast KpacuBas crana! — orsagena e€ Ban u nposena no enié He BHICOXIINUM
70 KOHIIA, BJIAKHBIM BojiocaM. JleBouka BHE3alHO CKYKCHJIACh U MOJKajla MEJKO MOJParuBaloilyio
ry0y, a 3aTeMm 3arJiakasa.

— Hy... maypm. Tl ke cuiibHasA.

JleBouKka 3aMOTaJia TOJIOBOM, BCTIOMHMB, KaKOW CHJIBHOM ObliIa AKEHTa.

— 4 He cnipaBIOCh, 5 cadas, — BexmmHyna Jletra.

JKenmmHa B3/10XHynna, OOHUMAsI IEBOYKY:

—bennoe nuTs. .. BoT cMOTpH, Mbl Ha IOJITYTH K TPaHULIE. A 3HAUUT, [IOJIOBUHY ITyTH JIO MECTa,
e Tede OMOTYT, Thl YK€ MPOIIUIA. .. Thl IIPOCTO MPOAOJKal uaATH. Teds1, CKopee BCero, yxKe HIyT
POZIHBIE.

Basiepu nocmotpesna Ha HeG0, Ha KOTOPOM YiKe 32)KUTAIMCh TIepBbIe 3Be3/1bl. M I1aj1s 1o rojiose
3aTUXIIYIO IEBOYKY, OHA C IPYCTHIO MPOAOJIKIIA:

— 4 moHuMalo, KakoBO 3TO, KOTJIa He 3Haellb, Kyla UATH, ¥ HET HUKOTO, KTO MOAJepKas Obl.
Ho ecmu TbI B ce0s1 moBepuIlb, UATH MO TOMY ITyTH OyAeT B pasbl mpoite. .. Jlaxe ecau Bce Teds
MIOKUHYJIH, y TeOsI BCera OCTaHEeTCs TOT, KTO Oy/IeT PsiIoM JI0 CaMOro KOHIIA. DTO ThI caMa.

7KeniuHa, B34B 3a IUI€4H, OTCTPaHWJIA AEBOUKY, Ta BbITEpPJIA [JIa3a OT CJIE3 MAJICHbKUMU JIaJ10-
HIKaMHU.

— Caguch y KOoCTpa, MOPO3HO K HOUM. 3aruieTeM TBOM JIJTMHHIONIME BOJIOCHL. f ceiiuac, — KeH-
IIMHA MOATOJIKHYJIA JEBOUYKY, a cCaMa MOIILIa K TeJere.
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Jlerra npucena Ha 1esd. 3anax KOCTpa U TMXO€ NMOTPECKUBAHUE CTOPAIOIIMX BETOK JOJIKHBI
ObLIM YCIIOKAMBAaTh, HO OHU TOJIBKO BBHITACKMBAJIM U3 MAMSATH HENIPUSTHBIC KapTUHBI. [IeBouka cxana
pyKaB pyOallky, TKaHb Ka3ajach el MATKOM, HO ceiluac MoJ Majlbl[aMy OIIYIIATOCh YTO-TO KeCT-
koe. OHa MpUHSIACh pa3IIsAbBATh OJAPEHHBIE el Bely. TeMHo-3eseHast pyOarika, 1a 1 KOpuJHe-
BbI€ HITAHBI-IIOPTHI OKA3aJIMCh C BBIIMBKOM. [IeBOUKa N3yMJIEHHO MPOBEJIa NaJbYMKaMHU 1O [TIaJKUM
cresxkam. HeBooOpa3nmo Kpacusble, pa3HOOOpa3HbIe IIBETHI, N300paKeHHbIE HA TKAHW, HATIOMUHAIN
JIyrOBbI€: POMAIIIKH, FOPOILIEK, KJIEBEP. . .

Byk ogHax/1pl MPUHEC OXAIKy TAKUX LIBETOB U3 Jieca, pa3JaB BCEM AEBUYOHKAM U BOCITUTATEb-
HulaM. JIeTTe cTao TSKeNo IbIaTh:

«Kak onu Tenepp7»

JleBouka B3IpOrHysa, KOrjaa psiioM ¢ Hel ynajio ofesiio.

— Vkyraiics! — B pykax y Banepu Jlerra 3ameruiia rpeGens ajist Bosoc, — [loBepHHUCH, 3arieTy
TeOe Kocy.

OTBepHYBIIKCH OT KOCTpa, JIeTTa ycTaBuiach Ha ri1ap o3epa. Bosie Toro mecra, rjie oHu pas-
MECTHJINCh, KaMbliliel He ObL10. B GiiMKax JIyHbI Ha BOJIe CKOJIB3WIIM BOIOMEPKH, pa3pe3ast pPOBHBIMU
JIMHUSIMU [TOBEPXHOCTb.

— He 60115HO? — KeHIIMHA TTPOBeJIa rpeOHEM IO CITyTABIIIMMCS BOJIOCAM.

— He.

Boan 3arnsiHyna yepes riedo U, yBUIEB YIBIOKY Ha ry0ax JeBOUKHM, CIIPOCHIIA!

— Tl yero ynpidaeIbes, MeKOTHO?

— Her. Ilo Boze xonsr, yygeca! — ykasajia JieBOuKa Ha 03€epo.

Banepu paccmesinach, mpogonkasi pacyechblBaTh YEPHBIE MPSIN:

— Kakwe 310 uyneca? Bot yipidoaThest TAKMM MeJloyaMm Toclie Beero — 310 uyao! Thl MX HUKOTIa
He Buaea?

— Bugzena... HO BcE paBHO OHM uyaHble. ..

[Toka Banepu nepemnierana JIJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI IEBOYKH, MOAHSICA BeTep. CTPEKOT CBEPUKOB U
THXHE BCIJIECKU BOJIH, OBIOIIMXCSI O Oeper, 3arilyliaiy 3aTyXaloumi koctep. Ban 3akonunia 3aruie-
TaTh KOCY U MOJHSJIACH:

— Ioiigém B MOBO3KY.

JleBouka norisiena Ha pacCTaBIEHHYIO MaJIaTKy Y KOCTpa.

— Xopm yxke criut. He Ootics, B moBo3Ke Teruio. S mocrenwna.

Kyrasce miorHee B mes, IeBoYKa mocienoBaia 3a Ban, 3a0pasack B IOBO3KY U ycelach Ha
MOIFOTOBJIEHHBIN CrabHUK. KeHIuHa 3axria (poHaph, MOABEIIEHHbIN MO/ OTOJIKOM.

— Xouertp, mounran tede?

He nonumas, Jlerra yrounmna:

— Jlereuap! o Xo3gikax?

— Her.

JKennHa nopbiach B OJHOW M3 CYMOK M A0ocTajia KHUTY. HecKkoJbKko MOX0KUX OBUIO B KJIAHE,
HO 3Ta OTJINYAJIaCh OT BCETO, UTO Buzena Jlerra panee: 0010XkKa SBHO OblIa IEpeBSIHHON U OKpaIlieH-
HOU B Pa3HbIE 1IBETA.

Ban npucena psgom, otkpeiBast KHury. [lepen JleTToll U3 HMOTKyJa MOSIBUJIOCH MaJIeHbKOE
JEpeBO C KPOHOM, CTBOJIOM M NTULIEH B BeTBsX. [leBOUKa 3aTamiia JAbIXaHUE M HEBOJIBHO MPOTSHYJIA
PYKY, HE perasich IPUKOCHYThCS.

— Kpacupo, npaBna? Be€ 310 6e3 Maruu, U3 iepeBa — U3 TOHKHX TUIACTHH, MTPECTaBIIsIeIIb?
Anbdbl caenanu, — Ban Hayana MesIeHHO 3aKphIBaTh KHUTY.

Jlerra nmpucmoTpenach — ¥ IpaBAa, TOHKUE JIMCTHI 3aXOAWINA APYT Ha Jpyra, CKJIaablBasch B
IUIOCKOCTH. .. B TOHKUE «CTPAHULIbD».

Ha crnepyromieit ctpanuiie okasalicsi 3aMOK, JAajibliie ObUTH HECKOJIBKO XHUBOTHBIX . .. Ha kaxkmon
crpanuie Banepu untana yeTBepoCTHIINE, CBSI3aHHOE C M300paxeHueM. OHU He Criela paccMaTph-
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BaJIM KHUTY. [IeBouka ynbiOaiack, XJonania B J1aI01IH, BUs HOBOE Uylo, Ia3a e€ ropenu. Ho, koraa
KHUTA KOHYMJIACh M BaJl 3aKkpbuia MOC/IeIHIOn CTPaHUIly ¢ U300paxkeHneM po3bl, Jlerta 3arpycruia.

— Hy Bc€, mopa cnath, — yJIBIOHY/IACh KEHINWHA, yOrpas KHUTY B CyMKY, — He rpyctu. B atom
MUpe 0YeHb MHOTO YY/IEC, ¥ TBOM IJIa3a CIIOCOOHBI MX YBUJIETD, — OHA 3amMepiia U J0OaBIIa, — a Cep/Le
MOYyBCTBOBaTh. He Tepsii aTy. .. cloOCOOHOCTb.

K3k

Bcio ocraBmiyocsi 1opory 10 3acTaBbl OHM HUKyJa OOJblle HE 3ae3Kasld, OCTaHABIMBASICH
TOJIKO Ha HOWJIEr MpsMO BO3je jJopord. HaBcTpedy MM momasnach mapa marpyjiedl W eme ogHa
MOBO3Ka.

V3Kkas gopora net’isijia Cpejiv rop 1 OCTPOBKOB eJI0BOro Jieca. Crieji OT KOJI€C YEPHBIMU JICHTAMU
JIOKWJICS Ha BBIMABIIUI 32 HOYb CHeT. JIeTTa, yKyTaBIINCh B IUIe/I, CHJIea B TOBO3KE CPEIN TOBAPOB.
['ma3a e€ mouTH 3aKpbUIMCh, M JEBOUYKA HE Cpa3y MOHsUIA, YTO MOBO3KA OCTAHOBHWJIACH U KaKOE-TO
BpeMs CTOHT Oe3 IBMXeHus1. [IpUHIOXMBasICh K XOJIOHOMY TOPHOMY BO3/IyXY C 3aIIaXOM XBOH U [IbIMa
OT KOCTpa, JIeBOYKa MOAMNOo3a omke K Kpaio. OTaageHHO Mocbiaics ronoc Banepu:

— MBbI HalwIM AGBOYKY 10 MYTH. .. OHA YTO-TO PO MOkap ToBopuIia, 3abmyaunack. Bel ke cmo-
KeTe eil TOMOub?

— Yro 3a neBouka? M3 kakoro ropoga? — oTo3BajCs €il CypOBbIi X PUILIBIA TOJIOC.

— Ona gemonuua. l'oopur, U3 Ki1aHa. ..

— Hemonuna? U 3auem ona Ham? Mbl He 3aHUMaeMcsl TUKUMH. .. Yarie Mbl ux youBaem, — gaxe
HE BU/Is JIUIA TOBOPSIIEro, JIeTTa Mo roiocy cipliaia, Kak JHUIO ero NCKakaeTcsl YIbIOKOH, CPOIHU
TOH, YTO OHA BUJ/IENIA Y MaroB B Ty HOYb.

— Te1 yero? He ciymaiite ero, myTuT oH Tak. Ho Mbl 1 nipaB/ia TAKMMH HE 3aHUMAaEMCsl, 3TO K
UIneKaM, — epeOrsT TOBOPUBIIIETO eIE OJMH HE3HAKOMBIN MYKCKOMH roJIoc.

— U3 xnana roopuiiib? be3 JokymMeHTOB?

— be3 T0OKyMEeHTOB MbI €€ HE TTPOITYCTHM.

Cepnue JleTTsl ¢ cuiioi 3a0WIoch B TPyAW, PasrOHsisl KPOBb M OTJABasCh CTYKOM B YIIaXx.
BocnomuHanust 1 SMOIMH, KOTOPBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, CAEPKUBAIMCH HEBUAUMOM CTEHOM, OOPYIIINCH Ha
MaJIeHbKYIO JIEBOYKY C HOBOU CHJIOM.

«OHU Yyovlom Hac, He nomozym!»

[Nepen Tem Kak CTpax HAKPBUI IEBOYKY C TOJIOBOM, OHA paccibliiaia roioc Ban y camoro kpas
MOBO3KHU:

— 70 Ke MaJIeHbKUi peOEHOK, OHa TaM roruOHeT. OHaA He arpecCUBHA. . .

A 3aTeM MosIBUJIACh TOJIOBA MYKUMHBI, M IEBOUKA PBaHYJA M3 MOBO3KU. MyX4HMHA B KOJIbUyTe
OynTo OBUI TOTOB K TAKOMY, M €r0 KpelKue PyKU BIWIKCH B IUICUM /10 OOJNU CAABIMBAS MBIIIIIHL.
OTuasiHHBIN PHIK BHIPBAJICS U3 TPy, TKAHb OJIEK/IbI, BHIIIMTON TAKUMH KPACHBBIMU IIBETAMHU, 3aTpe-
masa. 3a CIMHOM JIEBOYKH cepeOpsIHBIMHM MCKPaMH ThMa YK€ PUCOBAJIA KPBUIBSL. ..

['myxoit ynap o 3emimio, JK€HCKMI BU3T, XpycT KocTed. HenoHsTHast BepEéBKa omyTana pyku, U
CYIIHOCTh 3aMOJTUaJIa, HO 3aIllaKaHHasl JeBOYKA MPOAOJIKaia KpUYaTh ¥ CONTPOTUBIISTHCS.

— Bot apsinb! Bece onm arpeccuBHbie 38epH !

— Ornycrute e€, He Tporaitte! OHa npocto HamyraHa! Xopm! — o3uparack 1o croponam Bai,
MIPOCSI TIOMOIIM Y CBOETO CIYTHMKA, HO MY)KYMHA JIMIIb MOJTYA TOMNBITAICS YCIOKOUTDb €€, OTBOJS
JaJibllie OT KpUYallie J1eBOYKHU.

['myxoi ynap TSKETBIM carioroM B )KUBOT U IEBOUYKA BCXJIUITHYJIA, 3aTHXasi. By, BRIpbIBast pyKy
U3 KPEeIKoi XBaTK! XOpMa, c/iesiajia JiBa I1ara BIepé]l ¥ ¢ TOPeYblo BHIILTIOHYJIA CJIOBA:

— Yo BB TBOpUTE? 3a4eM jenath ei 60apHO! — Ban oGeccuiieHo yrnaia Ha KOJIEHH U BIIOJITO-
Joca po0aBua:

— Bu1 moau, ctpaHHbie cyiiecTa. B mupe, moinHoM dyzec, Bbl IPUYMHSIETE CTOIBKO 00w !

Crne3sl 3acTuany e€ 171a3a, Ho OHa CTapasiach CMOTPETh MPSMO HA TOTO, KTO MPUYMHUI OOJTb.
Ho Ha nuiie yenoBeka JMIIb paciiyibliach eXuaHast YablOKa, BMECTO CTpaxa M pacKasiHUs:
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— Yo 161 ckazana? Tr 320012 KpoBaByio BoitHy!? OHa ke TOJBKO YTO MPEeBpaTHIACh! — MyK-
YMHA MOAOIIEN K BaJl BIUIOTHYI0 ¥ OILIENMB YKa3aTebHbIM MAJIbLEM €€ MEJAJIbOH, YCMEXHYJICA. — A
TaKKe KaK Thl IO CUX MOP YCTpauBaloT HaM rpooiembl! [lymaeriib, riIbansi TOProBleB TeOst 3aluTuT,
€CJIM Mbl HallJEM B BallleM I'py3€ IPaKOHbIO B3pPbIBUATKY ?

Basiepu He cBOoMIIA 17143 C TOBOPHUBILIETO, TPY/Ib €€ BCE €NIE B3AbIMAJIACH OT 3JI0TO JAbIXaHHU S, HO
CMBICJT TOTO, YTO OH TOJIBKO UTO CKa3aJl, Havyas MOCTENEHHO MPOOUBAThCS K HEH:

— Bbl HE MOXeTe. ..

My:)u1Ha OBEPHYJICS K CBOEMY HallApHUKY U CIIPOCHIL:

— D, no-mMoeMy, s BUJIeJ Napy CTPaHHBIX KOPOOOK B TMOBO3KE, THI ke TOXe MX BUAen? 30BU
HayaJIbHUKA.

— Ha, — kuBHys BTOpoi. — Ceituac.

XOPpH MOJOIIEN U MOMOT BCTaTh Basiepu, OTTecHss €€ Ha3al:

— Ilocnyiaiite, Mbl TYT HE MEPBBI pa3 MPOXOAWUM, MOYTH POAHBIE. A CErOIHs Mbl IPOCTO
ommOMch! MBI 3HAaTh HE 3HAEM 3Ty AEBOUKY.

JKeHyHa epHynach, B3MISIHYB Ha XOpHA IJIa3aMU MOJHBIMU OTYasiHUS, HO OTKPBITh POT HE
nocmena. Ero pyka ¢ cuioil cxumasia e€ 3arscrbe.

— Hy Bot u pazoOpasuck, 3HauuT, U rpy3 He Bail. [IpoBaiuBaiite!

XOpH cierka MoKJIOHUJICS U MOBOJIOK pacTepsiHHYIo Bajiepu K K0371aM OBO3KH, HAMEpEBasICh
KaK MOXHO OBICTpee yexaTb OTCIOZIA.

— A ¢ 3toii-TO uTo Jenath? HavapHuKa 3BaTh?

— 30BH, ¥ MOPTAJIBIIUKA HAIIIETO TOXKE.
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I'naa 9. Jlareps

Hlopora 10 arepsi oka3anach OTHOCUTENBHO CIIOKOWHOW. Bonbiie natu yacos bonra c JlerTon
IIJTH TIIITKOM T10 OOJIOTUCTON MECTHOCTH, TIe TIe3aK COCTOSIT U3 YEPHBIX CTBOJIOB, 3€JICHO-KEIThIX
MATEH CBETa M CETKM U3 TOHKMX BETOK Haj rojloBoM. JlerTe ka3aioch, 4TO cpeid MEp3KUX 3alaxoB
9TOro Jieca eCTh 3HAKOMBIN el — APeBECHO-TOPbKOBATHIN, HanoMuHaIMil 00 dcrep. Korna ckBo3b
TEMHOTY CTaJIM MPOIJIsAbIBATh CEPbIC MATHA MOJIYyPa3pyLUIEHHbIX KAMEHHBIX CTEH, MOKPBITHIX MXOM
Y JIMIIANHUKOM, ITyTHUKHA YCKOPWJIM 1Iar. XOTeJ0Ch MOCKOPEE BBIPBATLCSA U3 3TOIO0 MOHOXPOMHOIO
ogHooOpazus. OHO HEBOOOPA3UMO JaBUJIO HA BCE OIIYILIEHHUSI, U BBOAUJIO B KAKYIO-TO MEJIAHXOJTHIO.

He ycrienu oHu u 611M3K0 MOJOWTH K MONMypa3pyllIeHHOH CTeHe, MOBEPX KOTOPOW BUAHEINCS
JTHEBHOM CBET, KaK YCJIBIIIAIM CBUCT. B MeTpe OoT HuX BOH3MWIAch cTpena. U TyT ke paspancs rosoc:

— Croii, KTO HAET?

— Caypemu?! — orpei3Hysiach Jlerta, mokassiBast 00bSITOE YEPHBIE ITIAMEHEM KOJIBIIO C IeYaThio
HIeeK.

— Bl Bcex Tak BcTpevaere? — mouHTepecoBaiicsl bonra v BbIIEPHY BOTKHYTYIO B 3€MIIIO
crpeiy. — Mbl u3 Asbrapesi, KOMaHIOBaHUE IOJDKHO OBITh B Kypce. Bece Oymaru ¢ coOoi.

— A... HOBEHbKME. A TO TYT MapOAEPOB U JUJIETAHTOB Pa3BeJIOCh, — OIYCTHII JIYK 71b( B YEP-
HBIX OfIek/1aX TWbAUKU BOpoB. — [Ipoxoaute. ITponycTute HOBEHbKUX! — KPUKHYJI OH KyJa-TO BHU3
3a CTEeHY, ¥ OHO U3 JIEPEBSIHHBIX 3arpaxJIeHUI C KOJIbsIMU CABUHYJIOCh BOOK, OTKPBIBasl IPOXOI.

IToka JlerTa MeqieHHO 1iefach, 0OAyMbIBaJIA, MOYEMY OHA He yuysijia 9TOro JIyYHHKA U 3a4eM
31ech BooOIe 1b( W3 rwibauu, bonra mpolren BIOI» KAMEHHOM CTEHBI 32 YKpEIUICHHS], IIe U3
CKOJIOYEHHBIX TOCOK MEXK/y HACBHIISMHU M3 MECKA U CYXMMH YYaCTKAMU 3€MJIM HaJl BSA3KOW KUKEW
ObLIHM MEePEeKUHYTHI TOMOCTh. OHU TTpoJieraiy 4epes3 Bech Jiarepb. Mectamu BUJHEHUCh ITHU, OCTaB-
111ecs: OT BRIPYOJIeHHBIX jiepeBbeB. HeCKOMbKO CTapbiXx KAMEHHBIX MTOCTPOEK U JIEPEBSIHHBIX OallleH,
BO3BEJIEHHBIX HEIABHO, BO3BBIILIAINCH CPEAN MHOKECTBA MAJIATOK C Pa3IMYHbIMU (pyraraMmu rujibauii
1 roposoB. CTpsIXHYB I'psi3b ¢ carior, bonra orisiaencs u 3aiarai BriiyOb jjarepsi K najatke Hadasb-
HUKa 1mtada ¢ pmarom Apes. Jlerra nmputopMo3uia, pa3misiabiBas MeIIEHHO TUIBIBYIIIUE Cepble TyUH
HaJl TOJIOBOM — I0CJIe TIOrPYKEHHOrO BO MpPaK Jieca YAUBUTENbHO ObLIO YBUIETh HEOO.

CTpakHMK Yy BXO/a B MaJiaTKy LENKUM B3MJISIOM HaOMoall 3a MPOXOAUBIIMMU MHMO, OCO-
OEHHO 32 pPeAKUMHU MPeICTABUTENISIMU TUIHAUNA HE YECTHOro pemecia. bonra monpuBeTcTBOBAN €ro
Y CPOCWJI: HA MecTe Ji KanuTaH? ToT 3acyHy: rojoBy B IPOEM MOJIOTra U MPEAYHPEAIT O IOCETH-
TeJISAX, NOTY4YHMB pa3pelieHrue, NponycTui ux. bonra Bomen nepBsM 1, YBUAEB 32 CTOJIOM YeJIOBEKA
B BO3pACTE C IMBIITHOW OOPOION ¥ HAKMHYTHIM Ha IIJIeYH KUTEJIeM, OOpaTHJICS:

— IlpuBerctByio Bac, karutan Pyoep Tymanu. bonra u Jlerra IlInuran npuGsuiy B Baie pac-
MOPSTKEHHUE.

— Ha... Mbl x1anm Bac, — My KYMHA OTJIOKWII OyMaru v MOJHsLT B3IJISL, I71a3a ero, OKpYyKEeHHbIe
TUTOTHOM BSI3bI0 MOPIIMH, BHUMATEIbHO OIJIsijieNv npuineammx. — OnbITHbIe OOMIIBI ceiuac Ha Bec
30710Ta. CIUTONIbL HOBEHBKUE MIPUXOIAT, @ IOCTABUTh KOMAaHIMPAMU HEKOTO.

Bonta npubam3uics U moxan eMy pyKy, nepenaBas Oymaru — JOKYMEHTHI M aKThl, YTO He
BBICJIATIM MepiiaionmM oroubkom. IToka Py6ep Tymanu Oersio nmponucthiBai ux, bonra u Jlerra pas-
[JIAJBIBATIM NAJIATKY: Mapa OPYKEHMHBIX CTOEK, CYHAYKOB, CTOJ ¢ OTPOMHOM KapToi. Marndeckuii
AIIYK JJ1 JOKyMeHTauuu. Elle oarH cTou rpasee oT BX0Ja, 32 KOTOPbIM CUE/ IOMOIIHUK KalliTaHa.

— 41 y’xe mpucMoTpen ABOMX HOBEHbKMX MaroB. ChopMupyem U3 Bac BpeMeHHbIN oTpsij. bonra,
ThI Oy/ielllb Ha3HaYeH KoMaHaupoM. Pasnensrs ceituac Bac ¢ JIeTToil 51 He cTaHy, MOKa MpUBBIKANTE
K THeTylen atMocdepe 3Toro jieca. 3agadeil Baiiero orpsga OyIer oxpaHa W yAep:KaHue TOUKH.
Bc€ yxe MmoAroToBIEHO: MECTO CTOSTHKH, MajlaTKu. Bl Oynere 3amuimarh HeOOJbIIYI0 TEPPUTOPUIO
niepBoe Bpems. Jlasbiiie Oynem cMoTperh. CerojiHst 3HAKOMBTECh, OT/IbIXANTe, a 3aBTPa OTIPABUTECH.
Bpemenu cuzets B arepe v pUBBIKATh HET.
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PyGep yOpas JOKyMEHTHI B SIIIHK, YKPAIIEHHBIN PE3HBIMUA PyHAMU, W TIO03BAJT IOMOITHUKA!

— Tup, monoiau! 1o Tup BenbH — MOV MOMOIIHUK U 3aMeCTUTENh, — PyOep moBepHYIIcs K
3eJIeHOIIa30My MYKYMHE B jgocriexe 6oeBoro mara. — OTBeAM MX K MajaTKam, MpeCcTaBb YWieHaM
oTpsa.

Tup KMBHYJ U HaNIPaBUJICA K BBIXOLY:

— 3a MHOM, — yXe BB/ Ha YJIHUILy, OH MHUMOXOJOM OOpPOHWJI, yKa3blBasi HA HEMPUMETHYIO
MOCTPOMKY: — DTO Halla KyxHsl. BedepoM TyT na€k nosnyuute. A B TOM capae CKJiaJl — [IapCTBO UHTEH-
JAaHTa, OTBEYABLIETO 3 BCE [TPUIIACHL.

JlerTa BblIarMBasa 1o3aay HIMPOKOIUIEYero bonTel Mo y3koMy 101atoMy HaCTUILY, IIPUCITY-
IIMBAsICh K IITyMY, KOTOPBII 9XOM OTpaxajcs OT MOypa3pyleHHbIX cteH. CMeX, pyraHb, Jail coOak
Y BJIACTHBIE MPUKAa3bl HAINOJHSUIM NPOCTPAHCTBO Jarepsi. CyIIHOCTh BAPYT OLIETMHUIIACH, [TOYYSB
3arax HeM3BECTHOIO CyIlecTBa. [leBylka MomnbITanach 3arisiHy Th 3a IIMPOKYIO CIMHY BoiTsl, HO TOT
BHE3aITHO OCTAaHOBWJICA U CJIETKA MPUCEJ], IPUrOBapUBAasi:

— Kako# XopoIeHbKuil MaJiblIi.

Jlerra ¢ pazgpaxeHreM NUXHYJIA APHS C3aU:

— IIpoxoau yxe!

BonTa Betan, cienan HeCKOIBKO I1aroB U BBIIIEN HA HEOOJIBIITYIO HACKITL U3 TIeCKa Mepe] AByMsI
nagarkamu. [lo miomaake BOKPYT sIMbI 711 KOCTpa U OpeBeH, HAKPHITHIX HIKYPOM, Hape3al KPyru
3Bepb. DTO ObUT HEOOJIBIIION I'Baep. DTU CYIIECTBA BOOWIKNCH B UEpPHOM Jiecy, JleTTa ciplmana, 4ro
KTO-TO TBITAJICSI UX MIPUPYUUTh, HO YAAJIOCH JIU — OHA He 3Hasla. YeTBEpOHOroe Uy/loBULIE C CEpo
KOKEeW Ha MOpie, C INIQJIKON KOPOTKOM CHHEN HIEPCThIO0 M 3a0CTPEHHBIM JJIMHHBIM XBOCTOM CKaKaJIo
OT PaJOCTH, HAMIPHITMBAJIO HA 3aUTPhIBAIOILIETO ¢ HUM BoTy, CIOBHO IIEHOK, KOTOPBHIM OHO U SIBJISI-
JIOCb.

— Apkagus, TanseH, Bbixoaute! IlpeacTaBmo Bam Baero KOMaHIupa U €€ OJHOIO WieHa
oTpsa.

JleTTa ¢ HACTOPOKEHHOCTBIO U MTpeHeOpeKeHNEM CMOTpelia Ha To, Kak bonra Tperier 3a yxo
MCTEKAIOIIEro CII0HOM Heporica. bonrta 3ameTwt e€ B3MIs M TUXO LIETTHYJI:

— Tebs Toxe 3a ymkoM novecarsb?

«/ mouemy s He 3arpeizia ero eui€ B KoHwomHe? Kak 51 jxuia ¢ HUM, pa3 OH HE CUMTAET 3TO
ockopOsieHneM?» — ry0a JeByIIKY JIepHY/Iach TO JIU OT OTBPAILEHHsI, TO JIX OT Kaxbl youiicts. Ho
00CTOSITEIbCTBA 3ACTABJISIA IIPOMOJTUATh, BE/Ib M3 NMANATKH MOSBUIIUCH JIBOE.

— 3HaKkoMbTeCh — 310 Baill komanaup bonra Ilnuran. A sto Bam copathuk — Jlerra IlInuran.

— My:x ¢ %&eHOH 4TO JM? — HaIJIO COPOCUJI, ITIAsA Ha BesbHa, BbUIE3IIMIA U3 NANAaTKU YEI0BEK
B KOPMYHEBO-KPACHOM OajlaXxoHe ¢ 30JI0ThIMH Tostocamu. ClieloM 3a HAM BBIIIUIA JEBYIIKA.

— Yto 3a pasroBopsl, psaaoBoit Tepr? OtcraButh! Bonrta Bam KoMaHIup, MPOILY JIOOUTH U
MOIYMHSATHCS, — KpUBO YcMexHyJcst BenbH. — Apkaaus JleOpuan u Taneen TepH y Hac maru-Tpas-
HuKU. TaHBeH — crell o cyuiectBaMm. Apkaaus — jiekapb. CerogHs oTapIxaiTe U 3HAKOMbTECh, A 3aB-
Tpa OTIPaBUM Bac B JIEC HAa TOUKY. YCTpauBaiTech, MaJb4lKaM HaIllpaBo, IEBOUKaM HaJleBO, — BesbH
yKasaJl Ha MaJaTKy, ¥ 3amiaraia oOpaTHO M0 YepHBIM JOCKaM MOMOCTA.

Tansen npuiypuBIIKch pasriagsieai Jlerry. Korga ona BcrpeTriiach ¢ HUM B3IVISAZOM, OH €r0
OTBEJI, TIHITASICh CKPBITH JIOOOIBITCTBO M HEMOHMMaHue. BCIOMHMB, Kak B MepBbIid ieHb Y Tecchl eé
TaK kK€ pa3mis/bIBaIM MaJE€HbKUE MMUTaIULB, IEBYIIKA OCKAINIACH:

— Yero Tak nsMiibes, Mar? JleMoHbl He HpaBsTcs?

TaHBeH mpomoryal, MOYyBCTBOBAaB, Kak ApKaaus KJIaJeT eMy pyKy Ha IUIeYO, XOTb U BUIHO
ObLJI0, UTO JAJIOCh 3TO eMy Tsikesno. OH B3MISIHY Ha BonTy, KOTOpbIii yabI0asch pasriisabpBa CHIEB-
IEro psIOM IIca:

— Jlerra, xBatut! OH HE MMO3TOMY.

JlerTa HaxXMypuach U KOCO MOCMOTpeJIa Ha boity, ckaB KyJakH.
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— Xopotnas 3Beprora, aa? — noxsajaui bosra 1o M 1eHKa, To JIM KOro-To eule, Iisiis Ha 3elie-
HOIJIA3yI0 JIEBYIIKY C BIUIETEHHBIMHU B BOJIOCHI TOHKMMHU BeTOUYKaMu. Takue MHOTJa BILIETATN cede
NMb(UIAKH, YTOOBI COOOIINTH, YTO HAILIH cede mapy.

Apkaaus crierka yasIOHyIach U MOJ03Baa T1ca:

— PoIc, uam Ko MHE. ..

— OmmuHbBIi U3 HAaC OTpsiA BeiieT! — OypkHya JleTta, HarpaBsisiCh B MaJaTKy CleBa.

K3k

[Mo3xe, mocye Toro kak bonta u Jlerta o00ocHOBaMCH B asiaTKax, bomra paccnpocus maro 00
JITapsIX WIK YeMY-TO TIOJOOHOMY, T/Ie MOXKHO OCTaBUTh MOAHOIIEHHE X03sIiKe 9TUX 3eMeJb. TaHBeH
COOOIIIIT, YTO aNTapei B 9TOM JieCy HUKTO He Harles, Ja U X03siKa 3THX 3eMennb Cuilb-Te HUKOTAa
He TOSBJIsIach Niepe/] ToabMH. HecKoJIbKO MaroB — XpaHuTeNnel Bepbl BITAIUCh TPU3BATh €€, YTOObI
BBISICHUTH IPUYMHBI HallaJEHUI CYIIECTB, HO OHA HE sIBWJIaCh Ha 30B. Takxke ApKaaus pacckasaia
UM, 4TO cpe/ii OOeBbIX MaroB, MPUOBIBIIMX CIOa, OBLIIO HECKOJIBKO X paHHUTeJel Bepbl, KOTOPbIE Opra-
HU30BaJIM MaJICHbKYI0 YaCOBHIO BriciieMy B ofHOW M3 pa3BayiuH. JleTTa HacTosiia Ha TOM, YTOOBI
TyJla CXOOUTh ¥ OCTAaBUTb NOJIHOLIEHUE. Bonta He cran Bo3paxkarh.

[Mocne Bonta 1 JlerTa mpoIuInck 1o Jjarepio — U3y4YIn TePPUTOPHIO, YIUBISACH, KaK OBICTPO
cuibl CoBeTa BRIPYOUJIM MEIIAOIIUE ePeBbs U YKPEIIN Pa3pylIeHHbIE CTEHBI, OCTABIINECs OT
MAaJIEHBKOTO CTaporo ropoja, MpeArooKUTEIbHO MOCTPOEHHOTO b(amu 3a101ro 10 Kpoasoit
BOIHBI. BeuepoM BUeTBepOM OHM CHJEU Y KOCTpA U, TONKBAsi OTBAP U3 KOPHEH U SIT0j1, OOLIAJIHCh.

OroHb 1uIsICAT B HENTYOOKOH sIME, CTeHbl KOTOPOU OBbLITM BBUIOKEHB KaMHSAMH. JKap oT orus
corpeBaJ TeX, KTO ellle yTpoM ObUT He 3HAKOM JIpyT C Ipyrom. TaHBeH 1 ApKa/usi MOBeAau, OTBeYast
Ha BOIPOCHl KOMaHJ1pa, YTO BHaYaJle OHU MPUEXaIU B JIarepb Ha CEBEpe, HO BCKOPE MX IEpeBen
ciona. B aTom narepe MHOro HOBMYKOB M TeX, KTO He OblBa HUKorna B YepHow siecy. Im ckazaimy,
YTO 3/1€Ch MEHBIIIE CYIIECTB U IIaHC BBIKUTH Y HUX Oombiie. CaMu OHM Mard ¥ B HACTOSIIIMX OOsIX
HE y4acTBOBaJIM. BblIO 3aMeTHO, YTO pacckasbiBaTh O MPOLUIOM OHU He XoTAT. Ilocne Hegosroro
MosmyaHus TaHBeH, ojiepraB MOUKY yXa, pelinscs CIPOCUTh:

— A 3T0 Balll POICTBEHHUK cervac B ceBepHoM Jiarepe? BoeHayanbHuk Okiua Illnuran.

— [a, men...— HexoTs co3Hajics bora.

— [Nouemy Tyna He noexanu? TaM ke... — OH SIBHO XOTeJI CKa3aTh YTO-TO €LIE, HO PE3KO 3aMOJI-
YaJl, ¥ TYT ke JOOABUJI, — BBl BOOOIIE MOIJIH. . .

ApKaius UCITyraHHO IVISIHYJIA Ha HETO, MOoITIakuBasi CBOEro Ica. Phic yI0THO ycTpous Mopay Ha
e€ koneHsx. bonTta ocrapui 6e3 oTBeTa CJI0Ba MOJIOZIOTO Mara, HO IPOM3HEC 33 JyMUHBO:

— T'oBopsT, cam crapmuii cbiH Koponst Cker B TOM Jiarepe.

TaHBeH nepecTas pa3risabBaTh OTOHb B KOCTPE M OpPOCHIT HANPSIKEHHO:

— VX KOpoJib Tak U HE YXOIUT C TPOHA?

— Bunumo, te ciyxu npo BeapMy CeBepHbIx 3eMenb 3a Ckeell, KOTOpble XOIWIIN JIET JBaALATh
Hazaj, MpaBjia, — PacIUIblIcs B yibiOke bonra.

— I'oBOpAT, KpBUIBSA €r0 10 CUX MOp KPENKH, B BOJIOCAX HET CEIUHBI, a CaM OH TaK kK€ CTaTeH,
KaK 4 TPUALATh JIeT Ha3al. BOT e MaroB OroHs...

— Bo1 Bcem cimyxam Bepute? Kak crpekouyniye 6a0ku, — BKJIMHIIACH B pa3roBOp ApKaausl.

— Kakue-kakue? — 4yTh He IONEPXHYJICS TOPSYUM OTBapoM bonra.

Koskoe 3ameuanune OeByIIKYM MMOJHSJIO HACTpOeHUE U boira 3aX0XxoTa Tak IpOMKO, 4TO IEC
TMO/ICKOYMJI OT HEOKUJIAHHOCTH Y NIPUHSLICS J1adATh. ApKaausl IIMKaJla Ha HErO U MbITAJIAach yCauTh
00paTHO PAOM C COOOM, HO MEC YCKOMb3aJI U3-TIO e€ JIaJIOHEH U UTPAIoUd OTIPHITUBAI.

Jlerta momopImiIack, Takue pasroBophl el Obutn He 1o aymie. OHa BCE 3TO Bpemsl cujena,
HACYNUBLIKMCh Y KOCTPA, a KOra 3/1eCh CTAJIO CIIMIIKOM IIyMHO, HECJIBIIIHO MOJHSIACH C IOKPBITOTO
IIKypo¥i OpeBHa y sIMBI C KOCTPOM M OTOILIA. 3a0paBIIMCh Ha MOAMOCTKH MEPBOTO sIpyca JO30PHOM
BBIIIKH, JIEBYIIIKA IPUHSIIACH BIVIS/ABIBATHCS B HOUHOM JIarepb. Y COCEIHUX MaJaTOK CTPaXHUK Cle-
ITUJICS C KEM-TO U3 TWJIBIMU BOPOB, HECKOJIBKO Y€JIOBEK MbITAIMCh UX Pa3HATh. Y MalaTKu, e opra-

41



A. Poraps. «Jlerra. Yepnsiii tec ®operap. Kuura 2»

HU30BAJIY JIa3apeT CUeNH JiBe JeBylky. OHa HECTBIIHO IJIaKaja, BTopasi ycrnokausania e€. Jlerra
B3IVIsIHYJIa Ha He0O, yCHIIIaHHOe MUpUaJaMK Meplamux 38e371. Korma-to AmkeHTa el roBopuia,
YTO 3TO CBEPKAIOT CJIE3bl IEMOHOB, KOTOPBIE MOTEPSUIN CBSA3b ¢ BriciiM u Apau-eHre.

«Ectb 11 TAOM Mou cne3p1 7»

Cren ot ynaBiieit 3Be3/Ibl pacuepTHl HA MrHOBeHHe He0o, cjiomaB Mup nonosiam. Ha 1o u
niocyie. Jlerta mpekpacHo cbliaia, Kak 3aKOHYHJIM CBOY ITYCTbhIe Pa3rOBOPbI HOBOUCIICUEHHBIE YJICHbI
UX OTpsiJa, KaK TUXO CKPHITHYJIO OpeBHO M MoaHsiIcs bonra, ero KopoTkoe «oToiay», Iyxue pu-
OmKaroIMecs Iary 1o momMocty. Betep nmpuHEc TOHKUI apoMat cMecH 3(pUpHBIX Maces GepramMora
U anesibcuHAa. JleTTa He OBepHYJ/Ia TOJIOBBI U HE IIeJIOXHYJIACh, JIUIIb TPOIIHIIeNa, CIOBHO 3Mesl:

— Kak mor Tbl cpaBHUTb MEH$I C 3TOM I'PSI3HOM IICUHOM ?

— a... Tr ABHO uuIIIE.

«ITOT YeJIOBEK eIlIE U CMeETCs 7»

JleByIiIka MOBEepHY/IaCh K HEMY, YTOObI YOAUTHCS: OH IIMPOKO YJIBIOAJICS — caMa MPOCTOTa.

— Kak te6e BooOI11e Takoe B rosioBy mpuxoaut!? TBoU 9TH TyIIble IIyTOUKH. .. DTO HATOMHUHAET
MHE O MpOoILIoM!

VBuzeB, 4TO OMSATH YTO-TO HE TO CKa3aj, bonTa pemmn HEMHOTro MOMOMYATh... HO XBaTUIIO
ero HeHanonro. HeoOblyaiiHasi KpacoTa 3BE3]1 €ro He MpPUBJIEKaa, 12 U POMAHTUYHBIX CJIOB OH HE
3HaJI, JJIs1 Hero BCE ObLIO MPOCTO, YECTHO, HE MO-JETCKU, KaK MOXHO OBbLJIO TOZYyMaTh, a BIOJIHE
CepbE3HO, MPUHLIMIMAIBLHO ¥ HeoTBpaTuMo. OH obelman ObITh C Hel psIoM BCeraa, U OH UCTIONHUT
3T0 obelIanue, Be/ib sl STOTO OH U OTIPABUJICS 32 HEW.

Bonra npotsanyn pyky k Jlerre, npukacasich K YEpHON KOPOTKOM IpPsiiK, 3alIpaBUJI €€ 3a yXO
Y TIPOBEJT OCTOPOKHO OOJIBIINM MAJbIIEM MO TOHKOMY IIpamy, MOYTH HE3aMETHOMY, HO OTYETIIMBO
OLITYTMOMY TIOJ] TIOMYIIIEYKOM TaJIblia C OrpyOeBIlel KOXKeH, 3aTeM THXO TIPOU3HeC:

— IIpoctu, 51 HE 3TO UMEI B BULY. ..

JleByIiIka MoBepHya rojioBy, yXoasi U3-TI0]] ero pykKH, U cTajia HaOmoaTh, Kak MajgaeTt ouepe-
Has 3Be3/1a. My X4MHa yxke He BUIEN e€ JINIA, HO PacCiblal TUXOe:

— ThI e 3HaelIb. .. YTO ISl MEHS 3TO OCKOPOHUTEIBHO.
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I'maa 10-1. ZKu3nb y Teccol. IIpomnuioe

[Mpumuta B ceds Jlerra yxe B oOmeld kKoMHate, Kyaa e€ mocenwin. bpacinersl 3 BepeBKH
MopeHTo ¢ He€ He CHSIM — JEMOHMIIA YYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OHM HaAEXKHO OOXBATHIBAIOT 3aIlsACThs,
numast cymuocTs cuit. Ho pyku, Horm, 3yObl M HOTTH y Heé emeé octaBaiich. [Ipu mepBoit BcTpeue
HOBBIM XO35IMH — Xam3a, M0Bs3ajl €l BEpEBKY MOPEHTO, U TOJBKO OH B MOC/IEAYIOIIEM MOTI CHATH
e€, HO SICHO JaJl TIOHATbh, YTO JIeNIaTh TOro OH He cobupaercs. Jla U JeBoYKa omacaiach 4To-1moo
NpeANPUHUMATD, 10C/Ie €€ HeylIauHOH MONBITKM cOeXaTh, KOTJa €IMHCTBEHHbI pa3 CTPaKHUKHU C
3aCTaBbl CHSUIM BEPEBKY, MpoJaBast €€ X03AuHy MyOaMyHoro goma. JleBouka Aaxe yKycuiia OfHOTo
U3 HUX 32 MaJIell, 32 YTO OH OTBECHJI €l TaKyIO OIUIeYXY, ITOC/Ie KOTOPOM OHA Ha/I0ro BBIPYOUIIach.

Hap JleTToii cTonmumich JeBYOHKHM, OHHU IIENTAIUCh U TIEPEroBaprBajIvCh, 0OCyKaasi: He Mar
JI1 HOBEHbKas, Be/lb Ha Hell OpacneTsl. KTo-To 3acoMHeBasics, BUs CIUIIKOM OJIEHYIO KOXY U Yep-
Hble BOJIOCHl. M kak Tospko JleTTa OTKpbUIa IVIa3a, BCE COMHEHMS JIEBOYEK MOCTapuIe Pa3BEsUINCD,
OyaTo map HaJ TEeIIoi BaHHOW B OaHe, Ijie TOJBbKO YTO OTKPBUIM OKHO. KTO-TO OTIpsiHyn 1 mocre-
LIMJI Ha CBOIO KpOBaTh, KTO-TO 3aMep OT CTpaxa M OCO3HAHUA, a T€, KTO HUYETro He MOHSJIM, CTaIN
CIpallvBarh ee:

— Tol HoBeHbKadA? Tol oTkyna? Mar, na? He nqymasna, 4ro Maru croza nornajaioT, — ceporiiasas
J€BOYKa MMOBEPHYJIACh K OJHOU U3 MOAPYT, — Y Hac HET HU ogHoro Mara. [la?

Jlerta o3upainach MO CTOPOHaM, CHAsS Ha KPOBaTH, KOTOpasi OKa3anach rpyoo CKOJIOYEHHBIM
KOpPOOOM U3 JOCOK, HAOMTHIM COJIOMOML. Takue e CTOsUIM psiiaMH B ITPOCTOPHON KOMHATe, IPOIH-
TAaHHOW 3allaxaMM CBIPOCTH, IIJIECEHH W TPA3HBIX Tejl. Braneke BuaHenach T€EMHas ABepb. Be€ ato
3aCTaBJISIIO MOyMaTh, YTO 3TO IMOABAJ, OX0Xkask KOMHATa Obula B OOIIEM J0Me-aMOape MX KJIaHa.
Ho tam 6bL10 cyIie, 3HaYMTETbHO YHIE U He ObUIO MaJIeHbKMX TUIOCKMX OKOIIEK IOl TIOTOJIKOM IO
OIHOU U3 CTEH.

— 41 nemoH, — Tuxo nporenrtana Jlerra. [IeBouka He XoTesa BIaBaTbcsl B OAPOOHOCTH TOTO,
Kak nonasa cioga. OHa BooOIe He HamepeBaslach OOIIATHCS HU C KEM M IaKe Ha/lesllach BHIOPAThCS
orcioga. Tosbko cKkazana, 4To €€ NMPUBEJM CI0[a HACWIBHO, a OTKyJa ymonuaia. [la v He 3Hana oHa,
YTO CTAJIO C KJIAHOM.

«IIlaBka? OHa He onacHa, Ha He#t OpaciieTsl. Ho oHa Bc€ ke cobakax», — IIYIIyKaJIUCh CTapIlie,
He eJasi IpUOJIMKaThCS.

— Iloxuienue aerTei. .. B Hallle BpeMs 3TO BO3MOKHO?

— A ThI YTO, pa3Be He TaK cloja rnomnajia? 3a CTeHaMH CBOs1 )KU3Hb. Y JJEMOHOB TeM OoJiee.

— A Hy pa3ouuIch, MUraauipl! — OT ABEPU K HUM MIJIa MOJIOAAs JKEHIMHA B MBIITHOM OOp-
JOBOM IU1aThe, — Yerpow TyT... Ounynace? Ilpuscrans! 30Bu MeHsa Tecca, 1 — X0351Ka 3TOr0
6e300pazus.

Jlerra He cMomIa pasIIAAETh, YTO IMEHHO JOCTaJla )KEHIIMHA U3 CKJIAJIOK CBOEH IBIIIHOM CUHEN
100KH, OHa JIMIIIb [TOYyBCTBOBAJIa IPUKOCHOBEHHME JIEASHbIX MAJIbLEB K I1Iee, KOrla Ta HajieBala eil Ha
mero JBa amysera. O6a OHM Ha MTHOBEHHME BCTIBIXHYJIM JKEJITHIM TUIAMEHEM M TYT K€ TIOTaCIlu.

— OpuH ¢ UMeHeM, a BTOpO# He NMo3BoJUT Tede coexarb. OH Jake He AacT TeOe BBIMTH U3 3TOro
JoMa, IOKa 1 He TI03BOJIIO0.

K3k

[Tpomen yxe mecsn kak Jlerry npusenu B oM Teccol. Eit Bbienm yrosa ¢ HU3KOM KpOBaThiO
B OOLLel KOMHATe, Ilie KUJIM TaKHUe K€ JAeBOYKH, KaK OHA, TOJIBKO OTIMYMe ObUIO B TOM, YTO OHM
ObLIM cupoTamH, OECIIPU30pPHUKAMU WM AeTbMU ITyOnuyHoro goma. Iocne nonaganus Jlertsl cloga
€€ KAaKOoe-TO BPeMs HUKTO U3 JIEBOYEK HE TPOraJl U NOYTU He nogxoaus. Ho motom HekoTopble u3
HUX YBHUJEJH, KaK CTapllIMe CIyKaHKU U IeBYILKU rpy0o 1 6e3 cTpaxa oOpallayiuch ¢ Hell, pa3gaBas
yKa3aHusl, U, BUAUMO, TOXKe pacciadiInCch — Ha4au 3aauparh JleTty, 003biBasi ICHHOMW U CyMacIie/i-
nied. Jlpyrue JeBOYKM TOXKE CO BPEMEHEM IEPECTANI ONAcaThCs M Hadalv ThIKaThb HOcoM JleTTy B
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eé omnOKY, BeOh OHA He o0ajajia CHION IEMOHOB M HE MOIVIA OTBETHTH, TOJIBKO IJIa3a M OjeaHas
KOXa BBIAABAJIM €€ MPOUCXOKIACHUE.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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