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A. Jlenennosckas. «B 4vac, korga 3aMmypibueT KOT. .. »

Anna JleneHmoBckast
B gac, korga 3amypJbi4eT KoOT...

I'maBa 1

Cups 3a CTOJIOM B CBOEH HEOOJIBIIION KOMHATYIIIKe, Bepouka ¢ HejoyMeHneM unTaa CTpaHHbIe
CTPOYKH, TIOSIBUBIIMECS] HA SKpaHe CTAPEeHBKOTO HOYTOYKa.

«B yac, korma 3amypibIYeT KOT ¥ 103a0bIToe O0KECTBO OTKPOET IM1a3a B MTHOM MUPE, TUTSI CBEeTa
OT ThMbl, BO3BPALLIEHHOE OTLly CMEPTHOM )KEHIIMHOM, OOPETET CYaCThe U OAPUT CIIACUTETbHULLY».

— Bpen kakoii-to... M 310 Ha 3anpoc npo AETCKUI CTUIIOK U1 Mpa3IHUKa?

Bepa [ImutpreBHa B cTynope CHOBa Ipo0Oe:kasia Ilia3aMH 110 HaIMCaHHOMY, MOpIIa JIOO 1 Aaxke
He M0J03peBasi, YTO BUHOBHUKU BCEro 3TOro MpsUyTCs ceifyac y Hee MoJ, OKHAMM B HAIOJI3AIOLINX
Ha IBOp CyMepKax. Y Moabe3/1a, IMoj TYCTHIM KyCTOM, Ha KOTOPOM OyKBaJIbHO HECKOJIBKO JHEW Ha3a[]
TOSIBUJIMCh TIEPBbIE KJICHKHUE 3eJ1eHble JIMCTUKY, TPUTANIach HUYEM He IpUMevaTesibHast apoyka.

VY mo6oro, KTo ux 3aMeTHJ1 Obl, OHM He BBI3BAJIM Obl HUKAKOTO Mojio3peHusi. Passe crpaHHO,
YTO MaJieHbKasl IeBOYKa, BOOOPa3uB, OyATO KYCT — 3TO JOMHUK, UI'PaeT TaM CO CBOUM KOTEHKOM?
Pa3Be uTo KOTHK C BUy ObUI SIBHO HE JOMAIIHU, TOLUIHH, OEI0-PhIKHIA M BECh KAKOW-TO 3aMyp3aH-
HbIA. [leBuyIKa B KpaCHOW KypTOUKe TOXe ObliIa He OUYeHb-TO YUCTON. BO3MOXKHO, MOTOMY, 4TO OHa
JIOBUJIA CBOIO IMYIIUCTYIO JOOBIUY, YTOOBI TOUTPaTh, a TIOMMAaB M KPENKO MpHXaB K cee, Ternepp 4To-
TO OOBSICHSIJIA HEPBHO MOTABIIEMY TOHKMM OOJIE3/IbIM XBOCTHKOM KOITIAKY.

ITpu 3TOM JEBOUKA TO M J€JI0 MOIVIAIBIBAJIA HA OJHO U3 CBETSAIIMXCS OKOH BTOPOTO TaXka BeT-
XOW J€PEBSHHON JIByX3TAXKU, KOTOPYIO TOPOJICKME BJIACTA HUKAK HE JKeJIaJM OTIIPABUTH IOJ CHOC.
Paccenats 3TOT KOMMYHaJIbHBIN Oapak, MOKOCUBIIMICS Ha MOATHUBILIMX CBasIX, MECTHBIM YMHYILIAM
Ka3aJI0Ch U3PSIAHBIM PACTOUUTENBCTBOM JIsI TOPOICKOTO OokeTa. Benpb, Kak M3BECTHO, SKOHOMHUS
OIOIKETHBIX CPE/ICTB — 3TO IpsAMasi AOpora K BHYUIMTEbHBIM NIPEMUSAM a/IMUHUCTPATUBHOIO arlna-
para K KOHILy rojia.

— Hymaemb, oHa yxe npowia? Uro oHa jenaer? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO ILENTala AEBOYKA CBOEMY
pbIKeMy MPUATEIIO, MAIIMHAJIBHO MTOYEChIBAsl €0 32 YXOM.

Mernkuii 6;710XacTUK 3a0MJICS B €e pyKax, BRIBOPAUMBAsCh YKOM M Mallla TOLUIMMHU JiallaMy C
BBIYILEHHBIMH KOTOTKAMHU.

— Hemennenno npekparu MeHsi TUCKaTh! MBI Tak He 1OrOBapUBaJIKCh, — 3aIUIIE] OH B OTBET,
TUTIOXAsICh M3 PYK MAJIBIIIKY Ha TPaBy M JyTOil BRIrnOast B3bepOoIleHHYIo criiHy. — [IpounTana, Tenepb
pyraercsi mpo ceOsi, 4To TJie-TO ee Kene3sKa OOoNsAuKy rmoaxBartuia. TeryeT B KHOMKH. [laBaii yxe,
nonwm! Kyna?! Ha pyku Mens 6epu, 1a He B3yMaii orsTh Iaquth! — KpoleuHbiii 3BepeHbII OTHUM
IIPBIKKOM 3aCKOUYMIJI B ITOJCTaBJIEHHBIE PYKH U TKHYJI JIATION B MOABE3AHYIO ABepb. — Cloga — U cpasy
Ha BTOpoU 3Tax. KBapTvpa HAIpOTHB JIECTHULIBI, HUKHUM 3BOHOK, HaXaTh 1Ba pa3a. CMOTpU He
neperyTan!

C KOTEeHKOM Ha pyKax JeBOUKa BblIe3Ia U3-1o1 KycTa. OHa HAaCTOPOXKEHHO oriisfesna 6e3mo-
HBII IBOP C Mapoil MPUMNAPKOBAHHBIX MAIllMH, 3aTaKEHHOW TOTyOsIMU M CEMEYKOBOM IIeTyXOl CKa-
MEMKOH U PKaBOM METAJUTMYECKOUN TOPKOM y IECOYHMIIBI HA AETCKOM IUIOIIA/IKE, a TOTOM TOPOILJIMBO
IIarHyJIa K JOMY.

Ha ckpunyueii, paccoxmeiicst 1Bepr 1oMO(OHa, KOHEYHO, He ObLIO, KaK M OCBEIIEHUS B IO b-
€3/IHOM HYTpe CTapoi pa3BajMHbI, IPOTUBHO MAaxXHYILEM IHUJIBI0 U ChIPOCTBIO. JlecTHUIy o3apsi
JIMIIb TYCKJIBIA YJIMYHBINA CBET U3 MOTPECKABLIErocs rpsA3HOro okHa. [IpuciynmBasce B moaympakxe
Y B3JIparvBas OT CKpUIIa BETXUX CTYyIeHeH, IeBOYKa MOJHAIACh HA BTOPOH 3TaX U, IPUIIOAHSBIINCH
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Ha LBITIOYKH, aKKypaTHO HaXasa Ha MyMoyvKy 3BOHKA. [IBa pa3a, Kak ¥ BeJes eil CTpaHHBII rOBOpsi-
[N KOTEHOK.

B kBaptupe ¢ Toii CTOpPOHBI Pa3Aaaoch ABOMHOE THIIMOOMKaHbe, OTYEro mnaser Bepouku, Kak
pa3 coOpaBIIelics BHIKJIIOUHUTH 3arTI0UMBIIMI HOYT, 3aMep Haj KHOMKoM Escape.

Tocreit Bepa He xpana. [Tonpyr, moxenaBimmx Obl TOCETUTH €€ B 9TOU yOOroii IbIpe, Ky/a Mpu-
[IUIOCh Tiepeexarh Mocie pa3Boja U paszesia UMYIIECTBa, Y Hee He ObLIo, a ¢ paboTHI e Obl IIPOCTO
MOTIJIU TIO3BOHUTb.

3BOHOK OMATH HACTOMYMBO OPSIKHYI [IBa pa3a, AaBasi MOHSATH, YTO HEKTO 32 ABEPBIO HE OIINOCS
1, KeM Obl HY ObUT HEOXKHMJAHHBIA BU3UTED, €My HY)KHa UMEHHO OHa, Bepa [ImutpreBHa MyxuHa.

TOpOIJIMBO BBIKJIIOUMB HOYT, KEHIIMHA MOCTIEIINIA K ABEPH, MOJIS ITPO ceOsl, YTOOBI MOCETH-
TeJIb He HaKaJl Ha 3BOHOK ernle pa3. Ctapas v BpeIHO-sI0BUTAs], KaK CKoJloneHapa, 6adycs 3uHanaa
KnaBaueBHa xoTh 1 OblIa TITyX0BaTa, HO MOTJIa HEHAPOKOM YCJIBIXAaTh M TOXKE BBICYHYTh JIIOOOIBITHBIH
HOC B KOPHIIOP. A MOCKONBKY Bepouka MOHATHS He UMena, KTO BAPYT OOBSIBIICS y Hee Ha TOpore
STHUM BEUYEpOM, TO JIOOOIBITCTBO KOMMYHAJIbHON MErepbl MOTJIO BBIATH €l OOKOM.

— 3npascTByiiTe, TeTh Bepa. MoxHO 5 y Bac nary nogoxay?

Bce, uto pasrisiaena OTKphIBIIAst JBEPh KEHIMHA, — 9TO KpacHask KypToUyKa U pacTperaHHble
CBETJIO-PYChIE BOJIOCHI MPOTUCHYBINEWCS] MUMO Hee JEBOUKH JIET 1IecTd. Ta 1iesieHarnpaBieHHO po-
I1arasia 1o y3Komy, 3aCTaBJIeHHOMY IMIKa(huMKaMi KOPUIOPY KOMMYHAJIKH Y HBIPHYJIA B TIPHOTKPHI-
TYIO iIBepb BeprHO KOMHATHI.

B o6rem-To, Takue mpockObl Bepa [IMuTpreBHa CiIblaia He pa3 U He JBa, MOCKOJIbKY pado-
Tajla MOJIOAAst KEHIIMHA HSIHEYKOW B JeTCKoM caay. CauK HaxoausIcs HEToflaieKy OT ee JIoMa B
MIPOCTOPHOM JIBOpE, OKPYKEHHOM JIET IECATh Ha3aj MOCTPOSHHBIMH JEBATUITAKKAMH.

«Marma BopucoBa? — rajana oHa, 3akpbiBasi ABepb. — Ho 3a Heli HM pa3y mnarna He MPUXOANJ,
Toibko Mama. M Kars TlapamoHoBa U3 MOAroTOBUTENLHOM, rie s qBa Mecsiia Ounbry [laBnoBHy
noameHsia? Ee, koneuHo, 6adyIka Torja 3adpaa, Ho, MOXKET, B 3TOT pa3 u oTell. Hano *e, ampec
3aIMOMHIIIA, TOJILKO 1oveMy Ko MHe Tipuiiia? CerojiHs ke BIXOAHON. Moria ke K COCeIsIM. . .»

— Kars, a mana B kypce, uto Th Oygenib y MeHsi? — Bepa pemuia, uto 310 Bee ke [Tapamonosa,
MIOCKOJIBKY BCEX JETHIIIEK U3 CBOEH MOCTOSTHHOM I'PYMIIbI OHA 3HaNa, a Kario u3 Toid, rie Obuia 3ame-
HOM, oMHIIa cMyTHO. OHa BOIILTa B KOMHATY M OyKBJILHO 3aCThIJIa B yKace.

JleBouKa cTosiia B LIEHTPE MOMEINeHH 1, Iepka B PyKax U MPHKUMASICh JIOOM K IPSI3HOMY, SIBHO
Oecrpr30pHOMY KOTEHKY C KJIOUKOBATOW Phlke-0esIoH IIepCThio, M YTO-TO IIernTaa.

— Tenepb B Kypce. — MaJbliika 1 KOT HOBEpHY/IUCH K Bepe onHOoBpeMeHHO. — OH CKOpO MpUIeT
u 3abepet Hac. Beex Hac.

Mortozio¥i KeHIIMHE TMOKAa3aJIoCh, YTO Y OOOMX YyTh CBETATCS XKEJITOBATO-3€JIEHBIM I71a3a, a
KOTEHOK eIl ¥ HarjIo YXMBUISIETCS B YCBI.

— Tosneko s ne Kats. Mens 30ByT Xuib, XuibaeHuka [lonecckas. 1o MmaMuH pof, a mpo narnvH
MHE HsIHsI CKa3aTh He ycrera.

JIeBOUKy ¢ TaKUM CTpaHHBIM MMeHeM Bepouka MpUIOMHHUTH HE MOIVIA, 3aTO CIIyX 3aleNuIIo
MIPUBBIYHOE «HSTHS».

— Onpra IlaBnoBHa? Thl B X rpyIine HOBeHbKAsi? — MOCHEINIA OHA 337aTh BOIIPOC, C COAPO-
raHreM OCMaTpHBasi pblke-0eJIoro KOTeHKa B PyKax MaJIbIIIKH.

KotoB Bepa [IMutpueBHa oOoxasia ¥ IEPUOAMYECKU MMOAKAPMIIUBAJIA BO IBOPE, XOTSI M OCO-
3HaBaJIa, YTO TO HEMPABMWJIBHO U HErMrueHn4yHo. OTHAaKO OHA Jake AyMaTh He XOTesa, YTO YCTPOUT
crapyxa KnaBauesHa, ecim mpoBejaeT o MornasiieM K HIM B KBapTUPY 3Bepe, a ellle SIBHO He JoMalll-
HEeM, a CaMOM YTO HM Ha €CTh TMOJBAILHOM IK3EMIUIspe, HABEpHsKa KHUIiamieM napasutamu. Kak
MUHUMYM MECSIII MBbIThsI C XJIOPKOU BCell KBapTUphI Bepe odecredeH.

JleBouka Moiyasia, CIIOBHO MPHUCITYIIMBAsICh K TUXOHBKO MsyKaBIlIeMy KOTy, U Bepouka, He
JO’K/IABILIMCh OTBETA, PEIIMIA Ha BCAKUM CITydail MPeAyNpeJuTh MAJIBIIIKY 110 TIOBOY €€ KMBOTHHBI:
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— Jlymaro, mama He 3aX0ueT B35ITh ¢ BaMU KOTHKA. OH SIBHO OECHIPU3OPHBIA U MOXET OBITh. ..
9-3-3... HE COBCEM 3[I0POB.

Xk 033Ja4eHHO TIOCMOTpeIa Ha Hee OOJBIIMMHI YUCTBIMU TJIa3aMH, CEPIMU C JKEJITO-3eJ1e-
HBIMH Kparynikamu. [Toxoxe, mogoOHast MbICTIb AEBOYKE B TOJIOBY Jake HE TIPUXOIHIA.

— 4 Toxe ceGe He BO3bMY. Y Moell COCeJKU aJlJIeprusi Ha KOTHKOB.

Bepa nokavasa ronoBoit ¥ MOKOCWJIACch Ha JBEpb, MPHUCIYIIABIINCH, HE BHINIOI3IA JIU CTapast
Merepa u3 cBoeid Hopbl. OTKPOBEHHO TOBOpsI, ajuieprus y 3uHauapl KiapaueBHsl Oblla Ha BCe: Ha
coceliei, Ha IMOrojly, Ha HOBOCTH M BOOOIIE Ha ku3Hb. CMBIC/I CYIIECTBOBAHUS JpeBHer Oalycu
3aKJII0YAJICS B TOM, YTOOBI IOPTUTH JKM3Hb OKPYKAIOIINX HACTOIBKO, HACKOJIBKO Y HEe XBaTaJlo CHIL

— INama TouHo 3a6epeT Bcex. AMyp Tak ckasai. — JleBouka KuBHY/1a Bepe Ha koteHKa. — Emy
HeKkorna OyaeT pa3oupaTbesi, U TaK CHJI MHOTO YHZIET.

Kot mocmotpen Ha Bepouky v mogMurHya e mpaBbiM IJIa30M, a TTOTOM CKYy4Yalole 3eBHYJ,
MOKa3aB po30BOe HEOO, sI3bIK M OCTPEHbKHE Oesble 3yOKW. 3ateM, BIPYr HACTOPOKHMBILKCH, yCTa-
BUJICSI B TEMHBII yroi 3a mkadgom. [J1a3a ero, kak nokazaioch Bepe [IMutTpueBHe, OrsiTh 3aCBETH-
JIUCb.

Oma xoTena ere 0 Y4eM-TO CIIPOCUTb IEBOYKY, HO TyT B KOMHATE, IIapy pa3 MUTHYB, MIOTac CBET.

Crasio xyTKoBato, 1 Bepe ka3ajioch, 4To U3 TEMHOTHI KTO-TO IPUCTAJIBHO €€ Pa3IisibIBaeT.

— 310, HaBepHOE, MPOOKU. JIoM cTapblii, Bce BpeMsl BBUIETAIOT, — CTapasiCh TOBOPUTH CITOKOIHO,
MIPOM3HECA OHA BO ThbMY. XWJIb JaXe He MHUCKHYJA, BUIMMO YKaCHO HAIyTaBIIKCh, Be/lb OOJIBIINH-
CTBO JIeTell OOBIYHO OOATCS TeMHOTHI. — Cefiuac s Ha MUHYTOUKY BBIIJTY, M BCE BKJTIOUUTCS] OOPATHO.
Tomnbko poHapuK HaWTy.

Bepa marnyna B CTOpoHy, Ijie JOIKEH CTOSITh CTOJI, ¥ TTOTIBITAJIACh HAIIYTIATh JISKAIIUI Ha HEM
MoOMIBHUK. HO mouemy-To cTosa B TOM HaripaBjieHHH He oOHapyxwiock. OHa caenana ere Iiar,
11apsi pyKoi.

— DTo NMIIHEee, — pa3aiICcs CJIOBHO ObI OT IBEPU B KOMHATY MYKCKOH TOJIOC.

«Cocen, — BoIOXHYNA 1po ceOst Bepa. Hukorna ere oHa He Obuta pajia MPOXUBAIOIIEMY B UX
KBapTHpe MYXKHKY, IEPUOIUYECKU YXOIsIeMy B 3anoil. — Bpone naxe tpe3sbiil. HaBepHoe, cHoBa
TIPUILIEJT 3aHSTh JI0 TIONYUKU».

— IMamr, 3to TH1? ONATH MPOOKU BHIOWIIO. BKJTIOUM CBET, — MOMPOCHIIAa OHA B TEMHOTY, oOpaiia-
SICh K MYKUMHE.

CBeTJ10 CTaJio MouYTH cpasy, TOIBKO OCBEIIajia MOMEIeHe He TIPUBBIYHAS JTIOCTpa ¢ a0aXypoM
U3 TUIACTHKOBBIX BHCIOJIEK.

Ha crenax Bokpyr ropesu cBeur. MHOXECTBO cBeUell B KAKMX-TO MPUYYJIUBBIX KaHIeas10pax.
B ux cBete Bepa Bujena BUcsIMe Ha CTeHaX KapTUHBI, KOTOPBIX, KaK U CBEYEH, B e JoMe HUKOTAa
He ObUTO U OBITH HE MOIJIO.

Haxonsich B cTpaHHOM CTYNoOpe U OIIEJIOMJIEHHO paccMaTpvBasi HEOOBIYHBIN Me3ak, rae y
JepeBbeB ObLTN CHPEHEBO-PO30BBIE JIUCThs, TIepudeprueckuM 3peHrneM Bepouka ynoBuia Kakoe-To
JBWXEHUE B CBOIO CTOPOHY.

OHa pa3BepHyJIach U TYT yBUjIENA €ro. ..
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I'maBa 2

Panom co crpaHHON MaublIKOM CTOST caMblid Hactosmmi ckeneT. Kak mokaszanock Bepe,
9TO aHATOMHUYECKOE MOocoOue sl CTYAEHTOB-MEIUKOB ObLJI0 MeXaHW4YecKUM. HapsikeHHbI B raj-
CTYK-0a00YKY U MaHKeThl, KOCT/ISIBBIA PACKJIAHUBAJICS U CBETUIT IIa3aMH-(DOHAPUKAMHU, YTO-TO MPU
9TOM IrOBOPSI Ha HETIOHSITHOM si3bIKe. [IleBOUKa ero COBEPIIIEHHO He O0sIach U CITyIIaia TapadapyHy
C UHTEPECOM.

«A moxet, MHe uynutcsa? Kakue roBopsilue CKesleThl, KAPTUHbI U IIpoYee B MOEH KOMHa-
Tymke? XOTs AeBOYKa 3Ta, XWJb, TA Ke camasi WA HET ?»

Bepouka npurisenach K MajblllKe OBHUMaTeIbHee. KpacHoM nepenaykaHHoM KypTOYKY Ha
TOW yk€ He uMesocb. BMecTo Hee MOsABUIIOCH HE MEHee TPA3HOE MasIbTO-TIeJIEPUHKA U3 TUIOTHOU
KaToil KOPMYHEBOW TKaHU ¢ oOopoukamu. Ha 1ree Ha GapxaTHO# JieHTe, 3aBsI3aHHOW OAHTOM, BUCEIT
MaCCUBHBII OpOH30BbIN MeaboH. Ho B 0cTaibHOM 3TO OcTaBasiach Ta caMasi IEBOYKa, UTO CEroqHs
3BOHWJIA €1 B ABEPb.

— A xor, uto ¢ HUM? — Bepa BO Bce I71a3a yCTaBUJIACh Ha PE3KO BBIPOCHIETO U3 MEJIKOTO TOILETO
KOTEHKa-MOPOCTKA YIIUTAHHOTO B3POCJIOrO phlkero kora. — UYro npoucx... A-a-a!..

Ha ee nokre kpenko cxkajlach Ubsi-TO pyKa U CHJIBHO TNOTSIHYJIA, 3aCTaBUB pa3BepHyTbcA. OT
HEOXUJIaHHOCTH Bepouka ucnyrajach M MPOH3UTENIBHO 3aKpUYaa.

— Tonbko HepBHOM OApPBIIIIHA MHE TYT U HE XBaTallo. .. — CUMIAaTUYHBIA TEMHOBOJIOCHIA MY k-
YMHA CPEJHUX JIET YyTh NOMOPUIWICA U IIEJKHYJ NaJblaMH, OTYEro JEBYIIKA 3aMOJT4ajia IMpOTUB
BOJIM, a TyOBbl Y Hee BHE3AITHO CKJIEHIIO, CIOBHO cyrepkyieeM. OHa MOIJIa TOJIBKO UCITyTaHHO XJIONATh
I71a3aMM J1a CBOOOJJHOM OT MYKCKOW XBaTKH PYKOU OIIYIbIBaTh CBOM HECYACTHBIIN POT.

— 3HaeTe, 5 MOHAYAITY PEIIWI, YTO BbI, OApBIIIHS, BIIOJIHE aJeKBaTHHL. Benpb, yBuIeB Dayapia,
Bbl HE 3aBOIWIN, KaK CEJIbCKas KJIyIIa, HO, MOXOXE... — CKYYaloIIMM TOHOM ITPOM3HEC MYX4HWHa,
a MoToM, NpepBaB (ppa3y Ha cepenrHe, MOBEPHYNICA Kyda-TO B CTOPOHY U Benen: — [latpuk, nopai
clofia KpecJia ¥ IPUHECH BOAWYKY /711 iambl. Eif ckopo moHaioourcst. Buaure v, qoporyiia, — CHoBa
oOparwiicsi oH K Bepe JIMuTpueBHe, CHU30MWIA [0 MOSICHEHHI, HO TaK HE COU3BOJIMB OTITYCTUThH €e
JIOKOTb, — MOJIYaHKA — OYEHb M0JIE3HAS IITYKA, HO Y TOTO, Ha KOTO €€ HaKJIa/IbIBaelllb, OHA BbI3bIBAET
CWJIBHYIO CyXOCTb B FOpJI€ M HECTEPIUMYIO Kak /1y, KOrAa AeWCTBUE MAary IPEKPaTUTCsS. A MHeE, Kak
Bbl [IOHUMAETE, HAJIO MOJIyYUTh OTBETHl HA UHTEPECYIOLIME MEHS BOIPOCHI U PELIUTh, YTO CO BCEMU
BaMH JIeJIaTh.

Ero o0bsicHenust Bepouka nmouTtu He ciyiaia, 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPSI, KaK, [IOKask KOCTOUKaMU
CTYIIHEW IO MapKeTy, U3 MOJyMpaKa BhILIEN elle OAuH ckeneT. OH JIerko, Kak IMyIIMHKH, HEC J1Ba
MAaCCHBHBIX C BHIy Kpeclia U3 pe3HOro TEMHOTO JIepeBa C MATKOM OOMBKOM M3 TEMHO-CHHETO Oap-
xata. Y Bepbl ellie B roioBe BOHUK BOIPOC, C IOMOIIIBIO YEro JIepKaTcsl BMECTe 3TH IIajikue Oesbie
KOCTOUKH M KaK OHHU JBHUTAIOTCS, €CJIM HET MBIIIIII.

OpeTsplii Kak NEPBbIiA, 3TOT FK3EMILIAP MOCTABUJI CBOIO HOLILY PsIOM C HUMU U, CBEPKHYB 3€J1e-
HbIMU OTOHbKAaMHU B I71a3aX, YAAJIWICA, TPEJBAPUTEIBHO MOYTUTEIBHO MOKJIOHUBIIHUCH.

— Caputech 1 nocTapanTech BeCTU ceOsi IPUMEPHO.

C TakuMHu cl10BaMU HE3HAKOMEI] IOATONKHYJI Bepy K Kpeciy u ycescs cam, TPy TOM [TOMAHWB
naJiblieM MOOMMKe BCIO OCTAILHYI0 KOMITAHUIO.

Xwib MofoIUia K Hemy 0e3 cTpaxa, ¢ MHTepecoM pasrisiabiBasi. [IpuOamM3uBIIUCh, IeBOYKA
chestaia HeOOJbIIIOW KHUKCEH — CTAPOMOJIHOE TTOJTYTIPHCEIaHUE C JIETKUM TIOKJIOHOM, KaK U3 UCTO-
pudecknx ¢puiabMoB. KoT 1miesn 3a Held, a OTOM BaJIbSZKHO PACTSHYJICA HA IOy y €€ HOT C Mpe3pu-
TEJIbHO-BBICOKOMEPHBIM BbIpa)K€HMEM Ha Mopae. UYTo 10 ckesera, KOTOPOro XO3sIMH 3TOro MecTa
Ha3BaJl Dyap/ioM, TO OH, POLIOKAB BCJIE] 32 HUMH, 3aMeP 3a CIIMHOM CBOETO IOCMOIMHA.
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BrenuBimce B HOIIOKOTHUKY Kpecia, OKa3aBIIIerocsi Ha yauBJeHue ynoOHbM, Bepouka BHYT-
peHHe HEMHOTo NaHuKoBaia. Ho B TO ke BpeMsi HEOKUIaHHO MPOCHYBIIIEECs] B HEl JKrydee Jiio0o-
MIBITCTBO HE JAaBaJIO STOMY YyBCTBY IepepacT B OaHabHyIo ucTepuKy. OHa yxke ycrena JOCTaTOYHO
HaxJieOaThCsl TOpecTell B CBOU ABAIATh C XBOCTUKOM U BhIpaboTasia ONpeieNIeHHYI0 CTPECCOYCTOM-
YUBOCTb.

«Ecnu 4 crutio 1 MHe TpoCcTo MPUCHUJICS COH PO MPUILIEIIIYI0 KO MHE IEBOUYKY WJIM 5 yIlajia B
TEMHOTE W3-3a BBIPyOMBIIMXCS TPOOOK, YAAPUIACh U JIEXKY B OTKIIIOUKE, TO TIOYeMy Obl HE TIOCMOT-
PEeTh, UTO ellle MHTEPECHOTO MOXET BbIIaTh MOE BOOOpaKEeHUE?» — MbITAIACh KaK-TO JIOTMYHO pa3-
MBIIILTATH OHA Mpo cedst. Bepcusi Obuta ObI XOpoIlia, HO OKOHYATENIBHO MPU3HATH €€ BEPHON MEIao
071HO 00CTOATENBHCTBO. 10 pyKe UyTh BBIIIE JIOKTS, [I€ €€ JI0 STOro KPernkKo AepXkal MykK4hHa, pac-
TUTBIBAJIMCh HEMPUSATHO OOJIE3HEHHbIE OIYIIEHHs], CIOBHO OT MOJYYEHHOro B pe3yJbTare ynmoa
CHHSIKA.

Hesnakomer Mex Tem Bes ceOst Kak Kako-To 3ymofei u3 panute3n. OH CypoBO HAXMYPHJICH, C
HOT 10 TOJIOBBI OIJISIZIEIT CTOSIIYIO TIepe]l HUM XWIb U BAPYT € Yrpo30i B TOJIOCE HAITyCTUJICS HAa HU
B YeM He IMOBHHHOTO peOeHKa:

— 3HauuT, KTO-TO PELIWJI ChIrpaTh cO MHOM B Urpy? OueHb Hepa3yMHo. [la ellie noxeprBoBaThb
TOOOM, AeBoYKa. Thl 3Haelllb, YTO Y HEKPOMAHTOB He MOKeT ObITh Aeteil? U yx Tem Gosee oT cBeT-
JIBIX BelbMOYeK. KTo Thl Ha caMoM Jielie ¥ OTKy/a y TeOst Mol MeiaboH? Jlyurre ckaxu mpasny! —
Bokpyr nasblieB ero mogHsSTON MpaBoy PyKH 37I0BEIIe 3aKPYKUJICS YEPHO-3€JIEHOBATHIN JIbIM, KaK
Oy/ATO MYXXYMHA COOMPAJICS TIOKa3aTh peOEHKY KaKOW-TO MUCTUIECKUI (DOKYC.

Ha 3111 0OBMHUTEIBHBIE CITOBA MTPO JIOKb IEKH XWJIb BCIIBIXHYJIM, a I71a3a THEBHO CBEPKHYIIH.
JleBuyIlKa pemmTeIbHO OTCTErHYIa OT BOPOTHUYKA TEJIEPUHKY AEPKalllylo ero OyJaBKy U, HU CJIOBa
HE ToBOpsi, BOH3MWIA ee ceOe B masell. [IoTom OHa mpukana ero K BUCSIIEMY Ha Iliee KpYyIJIsILy,
M3Ma3aB MeJlaIbOH KPOBbIO, U C BBI30BOM YCTaBUJIaCh HA TOTO, KOT'O CYMTAIA OTLIOM.

BcenbIxHyBIIMI OT CTPaHHOM IITYKOBHHBI 3€JIEHOBATO-30JI0TUCTHIN CBET C TPOCKAKUBAIOIIUMU
YEpHBIMM 3aBUXPEHUSIMH OKYTaJl ee (PUTypKy, 03apuB MaJslelllie YepTOUKHM JIMLA U CKJIAJI0YKU Ha
onexnae. Bepa [ImurpueBHa qaxe ycnesa 3aMETHTh YIIPSIMO CKaTble I'yObl, HAXMypeHHbIle OpOBU U
OIMHOKYIO CJIE3Y, OCTABUBIILYIO CJI€]] HA MO-I€TCKU MYXJIEHbKOM I1I€UYKE PELIMTENIbHON KPOIIKH.

Js MpayHOro My’KMKa, B OTJIM4YME OT Bepouku, Bcs 9Ta CTpaHHasl Mpoleaypa ¢ Mociaenyro-
el JMKOBUHHOW WUTIOMUHAIIMEN YTO-TO 3Haumia. OH Jaxke BCTasl co cBoero kpecia. Ho coBceM He
3ateM, 4ToOBI yTenmTh pedeHka. [IpruceB Ha KOPTOUKH, MYKUMHA C YJIBIOKOW Me3ynTa MPeIIOKUT
XWIb enie OIHy POBEPKY:

— Ecnu THI BCe ke MOst 104b, UTO, KaK s CKa3aJl, He MOXeT OBbITh MPaB/Oii, TO, BEPOSTHO, TIPOW-
Jellb U TIOCJIeTHEE UCTIBITaH!UE.

I'msins Xwte mpsiMO B 17132, OH I0CTAJ M3-3a Mosica HeOOJBIION CTUJIET U pe3aHyJ1 ceOe J1a/I0Hb.
Bepa nomopiuiack, BUsisi, Kak BJOJIb pa3pe3a HaOyxaeT rycrasi, IOYTH YepHas MojocKa KpOBH.

— INonpoOyii. Cmemmaii — 1 s y3HaI0 BCe TBOM TalHBI, JaXke TO, Yero Thl He TIOMHUIIIb. A ellle,
ecu B TeOe HeT MOel ThbMBI, Thl yMpelllb. Bripouem, He mornpoOoBaB, Toxke ympellb. Tak 4To BHIOH-
paeuib? — Ero ronoc 3Byyan BKpaguuBO U KYTKO.

Bepouka cozpporsynach OT TOro paBHOLYIIUSI M XOJIOAA, C KOTOPHIM OH OOBSCHSIT XWJb, YTO
y Hee HeT BBIOOpa.

Cusine BOKpYr peOeHKa MOYTH Yracjo, MOCKOJBbKY, CAyIlas MYXUYHHY, Majier oT MeJa-
JIbOHA OHa yOpana. Yrpo3sl Xujib He UCITYTaliy, Ja ¥ COMHEHUI B CBOEH MPaBOTe OHA HE UCITBITHI-
Bajia. Bepouke B 3TOT MOMEHT Jiaxe MoKa3ajaoch, YTO IEBOYKA rOpa3/io CTaplie CBOUX IIECTH JIET,
HACTOJIBKO Cepbe3HOM OblIa Masbiika. OHa, CHOBa MOpIIIACh, KOBBIPHYJIA PaHKY, 3aCTAaBHB €€ Kpo-
BUTb CUJIbHEE, M JIOBEPUHMBO CYHYJIA CBOM KPOIIIEUHBIH MATbUMK K ITOJIOCKE KPOBH HA PYKE MYKUMHBI.

Bokpyr B mpocTpaHCTBe 3aUCKPUIIO TaK, 4To y Bepbl JIMUTpreBHb BOIOCH BeTam IpiooM. [1o
MIOMEIIEHHUIO TIPOHECCs] HEMOHATHO OTKY/A B3SIBIIMICS MOPHIB BETPa, pa3oM IOracHB BCE CBEYU U
MOTPY3UB 3aJ1 BO TbMY. A MOTOM, IIOCTENIEHHO Pa3ropasich, U3 TEMHOTH BO3HUKJIO JIUJIOBOE 3apeEBO,
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oOpHcoBaBIIIee MYKCKYIO (PUTYpy, BRITPSIMHUBIILYIOCS BO BeCh pocT. Ha pykax My x4nHa fepkait OT/Iv-
BAIOLIYIO 30JIOTUCTBIM COJIHBIILIKOM JI€BOYKY.

OTKyna-To CHU3Y Ha KOJIEHU 3aBOPOKEHHOM 3pesviieM Bepouke 3arpbirHy KoT.

— Hy Bot. Tenepp 101KHO HaagUThCS, — yciblinaia oHa. [1ylmucTeiil 3Bephb MO-X03SIMCKU pa3-
JIercsi, mapy pas JIepaHyB KOITSIMHM €€ IITaHbl OT CIIOPTUBHOTO KOCTIOMA, B KOTOPOM OHa OOBIYHO
xoquiia 1oMa. — He 3ps s1 mpopouectBo To counHmil. Bee ke ere Mory, He pactepsijl HABBIKOB. YTO
cmotpuiib? Juts Thl maname BepHyia. Hy? Benomuauna? O! Buky, Hayanma cooOpaxarsk. Tonbko
HE OpM cpa3y, Kak MojJaHKa cnajger. OH MyXUK BpoJe HOpMaJlbHbIi, HO HEKpoMaHT. HsiHpKa emy
MOHAJOOUTCsI, HO, KaK Thl IOHMMAeIllb, B 3TOM CJIydae U MepTBas BIoiHe noxxoauT. OHU, HEKpo-
MAaHTBhI, HAPOJL CYPOBBI.

Hanyras Bepouky, KOT yXMBUIbHYJICSI M YCIIOKAUBAIOILIE TOXJIONAJI JIAIo MO €€ pyKe.

— Jla He TpsCUCH THI TaK, Bce Xopoimo Oyner. Trl, BepyHuuK, riaBHOE, MPOPOUECTBO BHITIOIHH,
a TaM s Te0s1 TOMOU BepHy. Bcero-To 4yTh-4yTh OCTaIOCh.

Vi 3Bepsi IepHYJIUCh, OH C UCCJIEJOBATEIbCKUM MHTEPECOM pasMisablBall CMEHSIOIIYIOCS
raMMy 3MOLMI, KOTOPYIO BbIpasKaJlo JIMLIO BCE €Ille HEBOJIbHO MOJTYAIIEH JKEHIIUHBI.

INoka komak coodrman Bepouke, 4To MIMEHHO OH OCHOBHOW BMHOBHUK €€ 3JIOKJIIOYCHUH, Ha
CTEHAaX OIATh CTAJIM 3aroparbCsl CBEUU, MOBUHYSCH XO3MHY 3TOro Mecta. CaM HEKpPOMAHT, [IepecTaB
CBETUTHCSI, OMYCTHJICS OOPAaTHO B KPeclio, CTosIee HarpoTuB Kpecia Bepor ImutpuesHsl. [Ipassa,
BBIIVISIAETT OH Celvyac He TaKMM XMYpPO-3JI0BEeIMM. BO3MOXHO, OTTOro, YTO y HEro Ha KOJIEHSX,
KPETKO BLEMMBIINUCH B Oelylo pyOallKy HakoHell OOpPETeHHOTO OTIa U CYACTIIMBO YJIbIOasiCh, CHeNa
MaJIeHbKast XWIb.

— Mens 30ByT A3paiit MopOeiiH, s HeKpoMaHT. Bbl yke, qymaio, 0CO3HAJIH, YTO HaXOAUTECh
COBCEM B JipyroM mupe? Bynem cuuTarh, 4TO NOKA BBl y MEHS B TOCTSAX. A Jajiblle TOCMOTPUM. ..
— Ero kapue rmasa c¢ npuiypoM omisiziend Bepouky ¢ rosoBel JO MAT Tak MPUCTAIBHO, YTO OHA
HEBOJIbHO TNOJXKaJjIa MOJl KPEC/IO HOTM B IYHIMCTBIX PO30BbIX TAallKax ¢ MOMIIOHAMHU.

— Bce, 4yTo MHe Ha/10 3HaTh MIPO CIYYMBIIYIOCS C BAaMU UCTOPMIO, 5 yxke 3Haw. U Baiy, Bepa
JMUTpUEBHA, U Ty, KOTOPYIO 3aTEsJI0 BOH TO HAIIoe CYIIECTBO, IPUTBOPSIOLLEECS CIISIIIUM KOTOM,
YTO YCTPOWJIOCH Ha BalMX KoseHsiX. OH Besib yike 4TO-TO BaM pacckaszan? f ke, Kak JO 3Toro coBep-
I[IIEHHO Y€CTHO COOOIIHJI I0UEePH, TP CJAMSHUM KPOBU IMOJTYYMI OT Hee BCI0 MH(POPMALUIO, KaKyIo
Xwib Koraa-mmOo 3Hala WK Jaxe MeJbKOM cliblmaia. [IpopodectBo 3a0bITOro 00XkKa, KOTOPBIN
BO3HaMepUJICs BEpHYTh cBoe Bennuue. Hano xe. ..

Hacmenika B ronoce rocioquHa MopOeiiHa rmpo3Byyaia Tak sIBHO, YTO PbIKHIA KOIIIaK, KOTO-
poro Bepa, HecMOTps1 HM Ha UTO, TaK ¥ HE PUCKHYJIA CTPSIXHYTh C KOJIEHEH, HEMEIJIEHHO BCTONOPLLIMII
1IepcTh. 3BEPb COCKOUYMJI Ha TIOJI ¥ pa3Jpak€HHO 3alllMIie]l B OTBET HEKPOMAHTY:

— U 410 B 3TOM 1UIOXOT0? A? $1, MEKQY MpOUNM, MOMOT Tede, Crac TBOEro eIUHCTBEHHOTO
pedenka. Koroporo y HeKpoMaHTOB elrie ¥ ObITh He MOXKeET, 1o TBouM 3aBepenusiM! K Bepe npuer.
3Haelb, YTO MOIJIM B UY)KOM MHpe ¢ Heu czienath? A B 3tom? [la, MpopouecTBO yCTPOMII, PyKOBOJ-
CTBYSICh CBOMMH MHTEpecaMu, HO KOMY OT 3Toro xyxe? SIBHO He TeOe, HeKpOMaHT.

INoka HarbIii KOMOK PhDKEro Mexa Kavaj rmpasa, Bepa JIMuTprueBHa mouyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO I'yObI
HaKOHEll PAcKJIEMBAIOTCS U OHA MOXET OTKpPHITh poT. [IuTh XOTen0Cch HECTEpNMMO, a B TOpJie BO3-
HUKJIO OLIYIIIEHUE HAUMHAIOILEICS aHTMHBL. PAI0M Ha CTpaHHOI KPOIIEYHO! MOACTABKE U3 KPYKKa
Y BBICOKOW HOXKH CTOSUT CTaKaH C BOJOH, O KOTOPOM 3arojisi o3a00TUJICS Mar, HAJIOKUBIIMI Ha Hee
3akyvHaHue. CxBaTuB ero, Bepouka B HECKOJIbKO TOPOIUIMBBIX [JIOTKOB BBINUJIA BOXKIEJIEHHYIO KU
KOCTb M BHE3AITHO Pa303JIiach. Borm KoTa o ToM, YTO BCEM TeIeph CTAaHET 3aMevaresibHO, 3a/1e/11
ee 3a JKUBOE.

— Y0 3HauUT «KOMY Xyke»? MHe! f ouyTunach HEMOHATHO Ii€, B HEMOHATHO KaKOM CTaTyce.
Jloma mMeHst OynyT UCKaTh U He HauayT. A uto morom? C pabOTHl YBOJIAT, MPU3HAIOT YMEpIIEH U s
MOCJIeTHErO K Wibsl JUIYch? KTo 1aBaj Bam MpaBo pacnopsiKaThCsl MOE KU3HBIO?
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YV Bepouku 3aTpsciIuch pyKH U IO CIIMHE CTeKJIa CTpyHKa XoinoqHoro nota. OHa TOJIbKO cerlvac
B KaKOW-TO Mepe Hayasa OCO3HaBaTh, BO YTO HEHAPOKOM BJISITIANIAC.

— Ilouemy s1 BoOOIIIE 0OsI3aHA BBIMOIHSTH KAKUe-TO Aypalkue mpopodectBa? 3aueM Bbl MEHS
BO Bce 370 BryTaau? [louemy 51?7

OTBeyarh Ha ee BONPOCHl HUKTO He Toponwiicsi. HekpoMaHTy M ero 1o4epu OTBETUTh Ha 3TOT
KPHK JyIIH ObLIO MOMPOCTY HEYero, a Kor. ..

Kot MHOroe mor ckasars.

3a yto? 3a 100poTy M cCOCTpaJaHue, YUCTYIO AyIly u 3070Toe cepaie. Eciu Obl 0H Mor 00b-
SICHUTB, YTO STO UCIIBITAHUE JapyeT el Ty Harpaiy, 0 KOTOPOi OHa MeuTajia BceM cepaiem, Bepa Obl
BpsIJL JIU €My TIOBepHIIa.

Kak u He moBepwuia Obl, 4TO 3HAKOMBI OHH JIABHO. Y3ke JieT 1Th. OH Beb BHIOpaJI ee He MPOCTO
TaK.

Torna, B TEIUIBbIA IeHb TOJBKO HAYaBIIEroCs JieTa, Ha Y3KOH ajjiee TOpPOJCKOro Mapka IMojijie
JIABOYKM BJISIICS TIPUBSI3AHHBIN K Hel 3 11eto KOT. [TbsiHbIe TOAPOCTKY eIz MOpa3Bieybcs, Ipu-
MaHUB TOJIOJJHOE KUBOTHOE HA OCTATKH HIMPOT, 3aMOTAJIM €ro B MaKeT U, Torova, 3aKpyTHJIH B MTPO-
BOJIOKY. [lakeT oH pazoipaii, a BOT MPOBOJIOKA B TUIACTUKOBOW M3OJISIIIMM HA/IEKHO yIepKUBAJIA €ro
y HOXKKU CKaMbH, BBITTOJIHSISL POJIb ¥ TOBOJIKA, U YABKH.

Bce 1 mumMo, 1 U 3arsIakaHHas XyAeHbKast IeBYIIKA B JIETKOM IIAThe C TOTEPTHIM YeMO-
JaHYMKOM B PyKe 3aMeTHJIa HECYaCTHOE KMBOTHOE.

Tak cocrosinack repsasi Bcrpeua Bepsl 1 Amypa. Toraa oH ObLT YepHBIM U, K HECYACTBIO, CITUIII-
KOM CaMOYBEPEHHBIM [J1s1 OPOIIEro KOTa.
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I'nmaBa 3

Jlaxe HAMOMHU KOT KeHIIUHE cefivac o Toi cyAbOOHOCHOM BCTpeye, CyTH 9TO He MeHs11o. CBo-
eMy TONaJaHuI0 B HETIOHATHBIA Mup Bepa [IMuTpueBHa TOYHO He 0OpagoBajiach, YTO U O3BYUMJIA
BCEM COOPABIMMCSI BO3MYILICHHBIM U BECbMa KaTerOPUYHBIM TOHOM.

K Tomy *ke X0351H IoMa, I7ie OHa OUyTUJIACh, XOTh 1 ObUT BHEIITHE OYE€Hbh MHTEPECHBIM MYKYH-
HOW, HO 10 (paKTy ceryac CUJIbHO €1 He HPaBUJICA.

C Touku 3peHust Bepouku, HEKpOMaHT ObUT CJIMIITKOM TOIO3PUTEIBHBIM, XOJIOTHBIM U PABHO-
AYIIHBIM TUMOM. [I04b OH, KOHEUHO, TPU3HAJ ¥ BPOJIE KaK PEelIn O Hell T03a00TUThCS, TOJIBKO pa3Be
MECTO MAJIBIIIKE B STOM MPAYHOM JIOME C OPOIANIMMU BOKPYT CKEJIETaAMH BMECTO KUBBIX JIIOJICH ?

JleBouKka, KCTaTH, Ha AUBO OBICTPO aIalITUPOBATIACH KO BCEMY, Kak OOJIBIIIMHCTBO JICTEH B ee
BO3pacTe.

—INama, a Tetss Bepa Beab ¢ Hamu octanercs? [la? Eii e Hekyna AT, a JOMOM He NoNacTh, — C
JETCKON HeroCpeCTBEeHHOCThIO IOMHTEpecoBaiach Xuib, I0BEPUMBO MPUILHYB K 3a/1yMaBIIeMYycsl
0 YeM-TO OTIly. — A Te Asau Kyaa aenvch? KoTopble 3a MHO¥ THaJIMCh, Korja s K Tebe Oexana. U
HsHsA. .. MeHs Benb y TeOs He 3a0epyT?

B rosnoce MasblKky MPOCKOIB3HYIA TPEBOKHBIE HOTKU.

— He 3abepyT, — KOPOTKO OTBETWJI HOBOMCIIEUEHHBII TMarialia, MpOUrHOPUPOBAB BOIPOC PO
YIOMSIHYTYIO HSIHIO M MAIIIMHAIBHO MOTJIaUB J10Yb 110 TOJI0BE. [IBIKEHUE BBIILIO HEJIOBKUM C HETIPH-
BBIYKU M KaKUM-TO CKOBaHHBIM. — TeTst Bepa, KOHeuHO, ocTaHeTcs y Hac.

Ero takoe yBepeHHoe yTBepxkaeHue Bepy JIMUTpreBHY OTKPOBEHHO BO3MYTHIIO.

— A MeHs Bbl CIPOCHUTb HE XOTUTE?

[Tonumasi, 4yTo MONOXKEHUE y Hee ceituac Oojiee yeM IIaTKoe, CMOMYaTh OHA MOYEeMY-TO He
cmora. OueHb HeMIPUSITHO YYBCTBOBATh, YTO TOOOW MI'PAIOT B KaKyIO-TO CTPAHHYIO UTPY, He 0ObsIC-
HUB MpaBWIa U YK TeM OoJiee He CIIPOCUB, XOUelllb JIM Thl UrpaTh. CHauaia KOT, BO3OMHUBIINI ceOsl
6orom, Terepb 3TOT MPAYHBIA Mar.

— Her, — orpe3an MyxuuHa, MOCMOTPEB HAa Hee AOJTWM, MPUCTAIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, OT KOTO-
poro Bepouky Opocuiio B apoxb. — JJoMO# BbI MoNacTh Bce paBHO HE CMOkeTe. Bripodem, 51 Bac
He Aepxky. YTo, no-Baiiemy, O)kHIaeT Bac 3a MOporoM mMoero qoMa? Bel JefCTBUTENTBHO HACTOIBKO
[JTyTIbl ¥ HAMBHBI, YTO BOOOPa3mim ce0s1 4eM-To IIeHHbIM? YestoBek, He Mar, uyxkadka. Jlerkast joosrya
IJIs1 MOOOTO, KOro BbI BeTpeTute. U moBepbTe, Jiydiiie Obl 3TO ObUT POCTO TOJOAHBIA XUIIHUK, OHU
ropasao MUJIOCepAHee JTOJeH.

ITo ero rybam ckob3HY/IA TEHb YCMEIIKU.

— Bce eme xorute yutu?

Bepa JIMuTpueBHa CHUKIIA, [IOHUMAsl, YTO OH MIpaB. B rojioBe HaCTONYMBO OUJIACh TPOTUBHAS
MBICJTb 00 YCJIOBUSIX, HA KOTOPBIX OHA OCTaHETCs B 3TOM JioMe. CooOpakeHHs 3TH TOJIBKO ceiuac
NIPUIIUTA €il B TOJIOBY, M O3BYYUTh MX HEKpoMaHTy Bepouka omacasack, 00sICh, YTO XO3SIMH JJOMa
MPOCTO MocMeeTcst HaJl Heil. Kak OH ToJIbKO UTo cKasall, Kakhe MOTYT ObITh YCJIOBHUS Y TOTO, KTO 3/1ECh
HUKTO?

XWb MeK TeM 3T B3pOCJble AyIIelUnIaTeTbHble MOMEHTh COBCEM He BOJTHOBAJIU. YCTaBIIast
JeBUYIIKa 3eBHY/IA, MOTepJia Ila3a KYJIauKkoM, a B €€ KMBOTEe HErPOMKO 3aypyalio.

— locriopu! Mauteliika rosionHasi, M €il 1aBHO mopa crnath. — Bepa cama He NoOHsIa, Kak Mof-
CKoYMJIa ¢ Kpecia. — Bel, rociogun MopOeiiH, moxoxe, MpeAcTaBIeHrs He UMeeTe, YTO C Hell 1eNIaTh.
[TotoMy cmelo HaIeAThCs, UTO 51 Ha JAHHBIA MOMEHT JIMYHO ISl BAC XOTh KaKyIO-TO IIEHHOCTb Mpe/l-
crapisiio! Sl Bam HyxHa. [1o3TOMy MHE XOTelIOCh Obl PACCUMTBHIBATH, UTO BBl MPEIOCTABUTE MHE
OTIEJIbHYI0O KOMHATY, ONIEKIy W €1y, a B Ka4eCTBe OIUIaThl MPOIIY HAWTH CIIOCOO BEPHYTh MEHS
aomoi. 51 ke, B CBOIO ouepesb. . .
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A3paiiT, He /1aB il JOrOBOPUTbh, BCTAJI, Iepka JI04b HA PyKax.

— Jlns Havana mpejiaraio Bam IMOYKMHATh. YCJIOBHS K€ Ballero mpeObIBaHUsI 3[€Ch, TaK XKe
KaK U MOM 00513aTe/IbCTBA U BaIlli 00sS3aHHOCTH, MBI OOTOBOPUM TO3KE.

JlaBasi MOHATH, YTO PA3rOBOP Ha ceilyac OKOHYEH, OH PEIIMTENIbHO pa3BepHYJICS U IOIIeN K
JBepH, BesieB Bepe uaru cienom.

JI1s1 cOOCTBEHHOTO YCHOKOEHMS TMOAXBATUB HA PYKH YBECHCTYIO TYIIKY PBUKErO KOTa Kak
UTPYIIKY-aHTUCTPECC M TMOrPY3UB MaJIbLIbl B MYIIUCTHIA MeX, Bepouka TOpOIIMBO JBUHY/IACH 32 HUM.
CTyK KOCTEH 3a CIIMHOM, MPOU3BOJUMBIN CKeJIeTaMU, KOTOPBIE UX COMPOBOXK/IAM, CHIILHO €€ Hep-
BUpoBaJ. Jla U, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPsI, BCS aTMOC(epa CTApUHHOTO OCOOHSIKA, TJie MPOXKUBAI HEKPO-
MaHT, ObUTa 0e3paJlOCTHOM 1 THeTYyIIel. TeMHble CTeHbI, TsKeTIble 3aIepHYThIe TOPThEePbl, MpPavuHbIe
KapTUHbI B MACCUBHBIX pamMax U CBEYH.

«Cronbko cBeueil. OH coBceM noxapa He 6outcsi? [louemy umenHo onu? [lpu Hanuyum Maruu
MorY OBl YTO-HUOYAb MOy YIlIe MPUIYMAaTh», — pa3MbIIILIsia Bepouka, mocMaTprBasi o CTOPOHAM.
[Tpu Bcem mpy 5TOM OHA HE MOTJIa HE OTMETHUTD, YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha OOIIYI0 KAPTUHY, IIPOU3BOASAIILYIO
TATOCTHOE BIEYATICHHEe, HHTEPbEPhl OTPAXKATN XOPOIINI BKYC M COCTOSITEIBHOCTD BJIafIeNbIla 0C00-
HsIKA.

CrosoBasi, Kyaa OHM MPHIIUTH, MaJI0 OTJIMYAIACh OT OCTAIBHBIX MMOMeIleHui. Pe3Hast meGenb
TEMHOTO JiepeBa, 10 OecKa OTHOMMPOBaHHBIN cToN. [laske mocyna Oblta TeMHasi, YepHEeHOro cepedpa
C BHITPaBUPOBAHHBIM OPHAMEHTOM U3 KAaKMX-TO BETOUYEK M JIMCTUKOB. He roBops yk o canderkax.
Her, He uepHbIX, KaKk CHavasa Mokasanock Bepe IMuTpueBHE B OTyMpake, a TEMHO-3€JIeHbIX.

Hy u B noBepiiieHre Ko Bcemy ey MM MOJIaBaITH Te JKe CKeJIETHI, YTO He CriocoOcTBOBaIO Bepou-
KMHOMY anmneTuTy. beqHoil KeHIIMHe KyCOK B rOpJIo He Jie3, B OTIIMYME OT BCEH OCTaJIbHOW KOMITa-
HuK. HekpomaHT npuBbik. MaseHbkoi Xuiib OblIo Bce paBHO. OHa XOTesa KyIiaTh U CiaTh, a XOfsi-
Yyre KOCTOUYKH, YBEeHYaHHbIE YepenylIkamMy, AeBOYKa, BUAMMO, BOCIIPUHUMANA KaK CBOEOOpa3HBIX
KykoJs. Kot mpocTto Hu4em, Kpome e/ipl, He MHTePECOBAJICS].

Bepe ke rpu Bujie TOro, Kak KOCT/IsIBbIE MAJBYMKH OTHOTO U3 cIIyr MopOeiHa JIOBKO pa3pe3aioT
HOXOM apKO€, CTaJIO HEYIOTHO.

«Hano mpocTo npuBBIKHYTH, — yroBapuBaja ce0si oHa. — [ J1aBHOE — peOeHOK».

Camux ckeleToB oHa He 0os1ach, HO BOCIIPUHUMATh MX KaK HOPMAJIbHBIA MEPCOHA €€ MO3T
MOKa OTKa3bIBAJICSI HAOTPE3.

«OH OBl X XOTb Ofie], U4TO JiH. U cynist Mo mMeHaM, 3TO CKeJIeThI-MYK4MHbI. IHTepecHO, KOCTsI-
HBIE aMBbl TYT TOXE BCTPEYAIOTCS ?» — PA3MBIIILIIA OHA, BSJIO KOBBIPSISCH B TAPEJIKE U TOTJISAbIBAS
Ha XWJb.

JleBouKa, Moxoxe, HaeJlach M yxe KjieBaia HocoM. Ee MpayHbIil oTell METOAUYHO €J1, CJIOBHO
B €ro JXM3HU HUYero He MmoMeHsIoch. Kazanock, rociogua MopOeiiH 3a0bUT PO TO, YTO OH OOJIbIIe
HE OJIVH.

TosbKo Bce ObUIO COBCEM HE TaK.

Hekpomanra 3axBatiii BocioMuHaHusi. O TeX MrHOBEHHSIX JHEW MUHYBIIUX, YTO TIPUBEIH K
CETOJHSIIITHUM He3aypsIAHBIM COOBITHSIM.

Vike Torma OH SBJISUICS OAHUM M3 JIy4IIUX, OJECTSAIMA aclUpaHT, JIOOMMYKMK MpPEeKpacHOM
neau CMepTh, Ybe MMsI HEKPOMaHTBI IIPOU3HOCST ¢ OJIarOrOBEHUEM, a OCTaJIbHbIe He OYeHb YMHbIE 1
HEBEKECTBEHHBIE JIIOIU — C CYEBEPHBIM CTPAXOM.

Ho mononocts HukTO He oTMeHsi1. MuTpukku B Cepoil Marmyeckol akaJieMuu Ha IpaHulle
TEMHBIX 1 CBETJIBIX 3eMeJTb CITyJaIuch HepeaKko. OcoOeHHO nepe]] BHITYCKHBIMU 9K3aMeHaMu. Maruy-
KaM, 4TOOBI YBEJIUYUTh CBOU CHJIBI, TPeOOBAIACh MHUIIMAIINS — U CBETJIBIM, ¥ TeMHbIM. CriocoOoB
MMEJIOCh JIOCTaTOYHO, HO, KOHEYHO, CAaMbIM HAJEKHbBIM ObUIO JIMIIIEHHE HEBUHHOCTU C CHUJIbHBIM
MaroMm.

YV HeKpOMaHTOB JieTeil He ObiBaeT. D10 jorMa. CBeTIbIX Marmuek A3palT TepreTh He MOT U
KPYTWJI LIAIIHU TOJBKO ¢ TeMHbIMU. O/IHAKO BOT MUMO OJHOM He cMOT npoitu. CBETIyI0 aIeliTKy
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BBIITYCKHOTO Kypca 3Baiu OBenuka [Nonecckast, n oHa Obljia He Marnyka, a iMeHHO BepbMouka. Cra-
OOCHIIOK, KaK MPEe3pUTEIbHO OT3BIBAIMCH O TAKMX Maru, 4To, C TOYKU 3peHUsI HEKPOMaHTa, B 04e-
PEIHOM pa3 CBUAETEIbCTBOBAJIO 00 MX HEAAJIEKOCTH U CHOOU3ME.

Jli060¥i TEMHBII € TIEJIEHOK 3HAET, YTO BE/IbMbI, BHE 3aBUCMMOCTH OT I[BETA 1apa, YePIaloT CHJIbI
U3 OKPYKAIOIIEero MUpa, B OTJIMYME OT MaroB, UCTIONB3YIONINX SHEPreTHUeCKUe Marn4eckue MOTOKH.
[Nepexpoii Mary JOCTYI K IMOTOKaM — M OH CTaHET HUKEM, a TIEPEKPBITh CHITy BEIbME HEBO3MOXKHO,
OHa Be3[ie, ITO caMa XHM3Hb. BelbMy MOKHO TOJIBKO YOUTh. HeKpoMaHThl MOHMMAHU 3TO, KaK HUKTO
apyrou. MIx cuna Obuia MOYTH CPOJHU BEIbMUHCKOM, TIOCKOJIBKY CMEPTb, KaK U )KU3Hb, — COCTABJISI-
I0I1asi BCEX MHUPOB.

IOBenuka Bckpy:xuiia ronoBy A3paiTy He KOKETCTBOM, HE MPSIMOTOM, C KOTOPO# JeUCTBOBAIN
MHOT/Ia OXOTHUIIBI 32 JOTIOJTHUTEIbHOM CHIION, YyrOBapvBasi My KUMHY MPOBECTH C HUMHU HOYb. OT
9TOW XPYMKOW CBETJION BEILMOYKH MCXOIUIJIO MOTYAIMBOE 000kaHue. He ero ciiibl mim mactepcTBa,
HET, UMEHHO ero camoro, Aspaiita MopOeitHa. FOBenuka mpocto momoouia ero, XoTs He umesia Ha
3TO mpaBa. ToNbKO JIOOOBb, KAK M CMEPTh, HE 3HAET T'PAHUII, U €i TUIeBaTh Ha 3aKOHBI U Ty paljKue
MpaBuia, KOTOPbIE BHIIYMBIBAIOT ce0e CTPaHHbIE JIIO/IH.

Cam Mop0OeitH He ObLT BTI0OOJIEH, HO €My HECOMHEHHO JIbCTUIIO Takoe 4yBcTBO. [lotomy OH,
CuMTasi, 4To JIeJIaeT OJI0JKEHHE JIEBYIIKE, MPEAIOKIIT el MHUIMAIMIO BOIIPEKHA CBOUM TOTIAITHUM
MIPUHIIAIIAM He CBSI3BIBATHCS CO CBETJIBIMH.

My>x4rHe Ka3aJaoch, YTO Bce Kak 0ObIYHO. YTO Takoe ofHa HOUb? TOJIbKO HE yues OH OJHOTO,
na v FOBenMka 3HaTh 9TOro He Morya. BimoGneHHast ieByika He Jymasia O TOM, YTO OH HEKPOMAHT, HO
XOPOIIIO MOHUMAJIA: TaK OJIM3KH, KaK ceilvac, OHU He OyayT HuKoraa. OHa N30 BCEX CHJI MBITAIACh, UTO
Ha3bIBaeTCsl, OCTAHOBUTH MTHOBEHHE, cOepeyb B amsTH Bee Bo3mokHoe. Ho FOBenvka Obuta cBeT/as
Be/IbMa, M He TIPOCTO CBETIas, a Ta, KoTopast JoOuT. [103TOMY KU3HEHHAs! Cuila, KOTOPYIO EBYIIKA
BOMpasa u3 OKpyKalolero Mupa Mojl BO3ACUCTBUEM TOTO YyBCTBA, MOTYYMIIA BIIOJHE IIe/IeHATPaB-
JIEHHOE HAallpaBJeHHE «COXPAHUTh XOTh YaCTHUUKY». Y TPUPOIbl HET YyBCTBA IOMOpA, CTUXMU BCE
BOCITPUHUMAIOT OYKBAJILHO.

A3paiiT MOMHWJI TOT MOMEHT, KOTJ]a YTO-TO TMOILIO He TaK. Bemblka OT civsiHUs cuil Oblia
TaKOM, YTO B €ro KOMHATEe He OCTAJIOCh HMUETO 1eJIOro B painyce MeTpa oT ux Jioka. Bee mpocto pac-
CHITIAJIOCH TPYXOM OT CHJTBI HEKPOMaHTa, KOTopasi pBaHyJ/Ia HaBCTpeuy cBeTy naptHepinu. Cpa3y nocie
9TOrO BCE 3a3€JIEHEeNI0: KAMHU TIOKPHIBATIMCh MXOM M IIPOPACTay CTeOeIbKaMy TpaBbl. A MaJIeHbKHE,
MOXOKME Ha MOHETKH JKEITEeHbKUE IPUOOUKHU-TIOTAHKU PACIBETUIIN STOT XKHUBOW KOBEP KPOIICYHBIMU
HUTATTKAMH.

B mamsth 06 ux 6mmm3ocTit MopOeiiH gaxe oTaa IeByIIKe CBOM MeAaboH. JIuib Oe3/ieyika,
crnabeHbpKUiA apTedakT, KOTOPhIA OH CaM KOTJa-TO U3TOTOBWJI, HUYETO IIEHHOTO, ITPOCTO TIEPBBIN U3
MHOTHMX, OCTaBJICHHBIII UM Kak cyBeHHp. Ceiiyac OH ChIrpajl CBOIO POJib, @ TOrJa Ka3aJcsi MPOCTO
CEHTHMEHTAILHBIM TTOJAPKOM, O€3/IeTyIIIKOI Ha MaMsITh.

EnuHCcTBEHHOE, UTO MOCie paccTaBaHUsl MO3BOMMI cede A3paiiT, — 3TO MOMOOONBITCTBOBATh
O pe3y/bTaTax ee BBITYCKHBIX 9K3aMeHOB. OHU ObUTM OOIIENOCTYIHBI [JIsI BCEX MHTEPECYIOIIUXCS.
PykoBozctBo Cepoil akaieMuy CYMTAIIO, YTO 3TO JJA€T TOTYOK OCTAJIBHBIM YUUThCS JIy4Ile — 300pO-
Basi KOHKYPEHIIHS WM TPOCTO 3aBHCTh K YCIIEIITHBIM.

[MomHMTCS, TOTIa OH COBCEM HMYEro He MOHSUL. B orpoMHOM, MOCTOSTHHO OOHOBJISIEMOM TaJl-
MyJle Ha MOC/IEIHUX CTPaHUIaX HampoThB uMeHu KOBeMKY CcTosT 3HaK cXJIonHyToro gapa. CioBHO
T0CJIe MHULIMALIMY €0 3a4eM-TO 3arevyartaiy B AEBYIIIKE, IPU3HAB OMACHbBIM.

Takoe, HECOMHEHHO, OBIBAJIO C Maramu, HO JIMIIb 110 MIPUTOBOPY cyfa. Vnm maruio 3anedarsi-
BaJIY, TTO3BOJISISI YEJIOBEKY KUTh OOBIYHOM XKU3HBIO, WM €€ JIMIIAIN, 0OpeKast Ha MeJIIEHHYIO My4H-
TeJIbHYI0 CMepTh. VI3BJIeKasi Bce 0 MoCieiHel KPYIHIIbl B POIOBOE X PaHMIIUIIIE IPECTYTHUKA, YTOObI
MOTOM Tiepenath 0ojee JOCTOWHBIM MO PEIISHUIO COBETA IIaB CeMENCTBA.

Cya B akaJieMuy He TIPOXOII, iHa4e MopOeiiH ObUT Obl B Kypce. DTo ObUIO MyOIMYHOE Mepo-
npusATHE ¢ 00s3aTeIbHBIM OOIIUM COOPOM, TaK CKa3aTh B Ha3WJaHUE.
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Aspaiit ceiiuac Kopu ceds 3a TO, UTO TOT/Ia Aaxe He rmomnbitacs Haitu FOBennky. HekpomanTy
U B TOJIOBY HE IPUIUIO, YTO Yy JKEHIIMH MOXET MPOMU30MTH 3aKyKJIMBaHHUE Japa, KOrga OpraHu3M
HAYMHAET TOTOBUTHCS K 3apOKIEHUI0 HOBOM JKU3HHU.

N nacraBHMKaM, npuHUMABIIUM Y ajenTku [lonecckoil sk3amMeH, He MPUIILIO, Bellb TAKOE CITy-
4aJIoCh B MUPE BCEro HECKOJILKO pa3 y CYNpYyroB ¢ OYeHb CUJIBHOHN U MoJisipHOM mMarueit. HukTo He
TIBITAJICS CBSI3aTh ITOT CIIy4yall C MpeLeieHTaMu CTOJIETHEN JJaBHOCTH U3 SHUMKJIONEIUI 110 Maruye-
CKOMY BpayeBaHMIO TIOTOKOB, TeM OoJjiee YTO B TeX IMapax 3TO HAOMIONAIOCh KaK MCTOHYEHHUE, a He
OKOHYATEJIbHOE 3aKPBHITHE KAaHAJIOB U U3JI€YMBAJIOCH C TIOMOIIIBIO BTOPOTO CYIIpyra.

— Beapma nepeHanpsriach, roToBsICh K 9K3aMeHy, — ObUT X BepaUKT. — [lepecyimiia KaHaibl
CBSI3U C MUPOM, BBIKIJIa KAKUM-TO BBIOPOCOM.

IOBenuka yexana oMo K HEIOBOJIBHOM €€ BBIITYCKOM CeMbe.

Bce ocrasipHOE, TOUHEE TOT KyCcO4YeK, KOTOPBII MOBEAaIa UX JOYepH CTapasl HAHbKa, A3pauT
y3HaJ B pe3y/ibTaTe pUTyasa MpU3HaHWUs KPOBU U CIIUSHUS ThMBI.

OH XOJIOMHO ¥ pacyeTIMBO PACKJIabIBAN B TOJIOBE IO MOJI0YKaM, KaKue IIaru cliefyer rnpej-
MIPUHSATD, YTOOBI OTPaJJUTh CBOE HEYASTHHOE JUTS OT CBETJIBIX POJACTBEHHHUYKOB, MPETEHAYIONINX Ha
ele He POOYIUBIIUANACS J1ap JeBOYKH.

«CBonoun. — OH METOANYHO TepekeBbIBa MOJaHHYI0 eMy eny. — OHu 3apaHee OObSIBUIN
KpPOXy OMAcHOM W TeMHOH, He HOXUAasiCh MposiBiicHus napa. HaBepHsika u crabochiKa Kakoro-
HUOYb BBIOPAJIH, TBAPH, YTOOBI BHIKAUATh B HETO €€ Maruio».

Bynyun HeKpoMaHTOM, 2 ¥ BOOOIIE TEMHBIM, O METOJaX HACHJILCTBEHHOTO OTheMa Maruye-
ckoro napa MopOeiiH peKpacHo 3Hal, 1a CBET/IbIE M CAMU OCBEIOMUJIU €r0 O TOM, UTO KAaJ0 XWIb.
Menkuii HabIIIEHHBIN TUI U3 TIONABIIMX Ha €r0 TEPPUTOPHIO ITpeciieaoBaTesieil, BU3ka nepes cMep-
THIO OT y’Xaca, yCres Mpooparh JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI ceifuac, BCOMUHAS €0 CJIOBA, XOTEJIOCh CTePETh
13 MMpa KUBbIX Bech pox Ionecckux.

Buiika v HOX NMOTYCKHENM M OCHINAINCh KPOIIEBOM B €r0 pyKax. A3paiT He BUJIEN, KaK CTOsI-
MM 32 €r0 CTYJIOM Dayap/1 OTIIATHYJICS, MTOCTICIUB OTAAMTLCS OT X03sIMHA. Bee ciyru XoTh u Obutn
MEPTBBIMH, HO UMEJIM KaKyI0-TO JIOJIO0 CO3HAHUSI U MHCTUHKT CAaMOCOXPAHEHM s, TYIbIX UCIIOJHUTE-
JIefl HEKPOMAaHT He JIIOOWJI.

— Iocnymaiite! i, rocnogua Mop6eiin! [Ipekpatute Bcex MyraTh, — YCIBIIAI OH KEHCKUAN
rojIoc U He cpa3y cooOpas3mil, KTO TaK HAIJIO MBITAETCSl OT HEro 4To-TO TpeOoBaTh. — XUJb yXKe B
TapesKy HocoM kJjoeT. Hano ynoxuts ee cniathb. ['1e komHarta 1eBOYKu ?

Xwunb! IMs touepy BCTPSIXHYJIO MO3TY M IPOSICHUIIO MBICITH.

«KomHara u Bce mpouee 1si pedenka. HsaHbka u3 qpyroro Mupa, — cooOpasui HEeKpOMaHT,
MOIHMMAs IJ1a3a OT MCMOPYEHHBIX MPHOOPOB U (POKYCHUPYs B3MJIsA HAa YyTh MCIyTaHHOM, HO pellu-
TEJIbHO CKaBIed TyObl B HEOHOOPUTEIbHYIO TPUMACKy MOJIOION eHiHe. — Eie BOH U TO phikee
HeJJOpa3yMeHHUE C ero IypalKuM IPOPOYECTBOM U HAIJIBIMUA aMOHILIUSIMH. . .»

— Yr0 %... 3-3-3... Bepa [IMuTpreBHa, — 4yTh 3aMEILKABIIUCH, BCIIOMHUII OH €€ UMs, — KaKk
BBl TIOHMMaeTe, 51 He ObUI TOTOB M HE OYEeHb B 9TOM pa3dupaioch. [lymaio, oka BamM BMecTe ¢ XWib
NpueTCsl IOKUTh B MOel KoMHare. I Mory HodeBaTh B JJaOOpaToOpuu WM KaOuHeTe. 3aBTpa Mbl
00CYIMM, UTO HYKHO peOCHKY.

Jloub 1 paBJa, HAEBLIKCh, TOYTH 3achllalla, OCOJIOBENO Tapalla ma3eHku. Ha myxson meuke
MPWIKIUIM KPOLIKU OT XJieba, MaJICHbKUE MaJbYMKH OOBOIMIIM 3aBUTOK HA CKATEPTH, BBIIIMTHIM
CepeOPHCTHIM IIETTKOM.

[IpoH3uTenpHast HEXKHOCTh, KOTOPOM OH Jjake B ceOe He Mopo3peBasl, O0JIe3HEHHO 0TO3BAJIACh
B Cep/Le.
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I'naBa 4

— Bor. [Tlymaio, Ha Bpemsi coiieT. 3aech BIoHe KoM(OPTHO. 3a TOH ABEPHIO. .. M-M-M. .. YI00-
crBa. — [lIupokuM xectom 00Bes1 COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY, A3paiT IarHyJ K mkady B yrity, TOpOI-
JIMBO BBIYAMUJI HECKOJIBKO IIPEIMETOB rapaepoda. — 51 codepy koe-Kakue Bel, KOTOpble MOTYT MHE
3aBTpa MOHAI00UThCS, U OCTaBJIIO Bac. KpoBark JOCTaTOYHO HIMPOKast, U Bbl C XUJIb CMOXETE CIATh
TYT BJBOEM.

INoxaunyit, ynodctBa 1 KoMdopTa Bepe ¢ MablIIIKoii 34€ch U MpaBAa XBarauo, HO, N0 MHEHUIO
KEHIIIMHBI, TOIBKO HA BpeMsl, Ha apy AHei. Kak v Bech MpauHbIi OCOOHSIK, 3Ta XOJIOCTSIIKAs CIIATbHS
HEKPOMaHTa COBEPILIEHHO He IMO/IXO/InIa [T MaJIEHbKOTo pebeHKa. Yero crona ofHa MpUKpoOBaTHAS
Jamma. SIBHO 1Oporyio, MoOJIeCKMBAIOIIYI0 CAaMOIBETaMH OE3/IENYIIKY YKPAIIAIN KPOIIEUHbIe 3010~
ThIe Yeperna ¢ pyOMHOBBIMU BCTaBKaMH B IJIa3HHIIAX, & €€ M30THYTOE OCHOBAaHME OBbLIO BHIIIOIHEHO
B BHJIE KOCBI C YEPHOM JIAKUPOBAHHOW PYKOSITBIO M KPACHOW SMaJIblo MO KPalo JIE3BUS, C KOTOPOIo
CBELIMBAJIMCh HA TOHYAUIIIUX HUTSX CBETAIIMECS Kallld, IBHO M300pakalole KPOBb.

— Bpp... — Bepy [IMutpreBHy BHyTpeHHE NIEPEAEPHYIIO OT TAKOM MPEJIeCTH.

«Crneunpuka npoceccuu — ¢ 3TUM, KOHEYHO, HUYEro He MojesaTh, HO 3a4eM TalllUTh HEKPO-
MaHTCKHME CUMBOJIBI B CIAJIBHIO?» — Pa3MBIILIsIA OHA, [IOMOTasi COHHOM JI€BOYKE CHATH IJIaThe U
IpsI3HBIE TTOHOIIEHHbIE OOTUHOYKHY.

[ManbTo-nenepunky Xuib cOpocuiia ele paHblie, B CTOJIOBOM, M OEXIy 3a0pas KTO-TO W3
KOCTJISIBOW HEKPOMAHTCKOM MpHCiIyru. Pazimnuarh, Kak cam XO35IMH, OIMHAKOBBIX CKEJIETUKOB Bepa
He MorJIa.

Kakoii-To 13 HUX ceiiyac Kak pa3 pacnpasJisii MOCTeNb, Mo MpUKa3y A3paiita MeHsis Oefbe Ha
CBEXkee, TAKOE ke YEPHOE U ILIEJIKOBOE, KaK ObLIO IO 3TOrO.

He ycnena Ha ToicTyl0 NMEpUHY Jiedb YHUCTasl MPOCTBIHSA, KaK HAa KPOBaTh OJHUM IPBIKKOM
3alpBITHYJT KOT M Hayall TaM THE3AUThCS C TaKOM Hariol OecliepeMOHHOCThIO, uTo Bepa He Bblep-
KaJa.

— TyT T8I criath He Oyaes! — Kpenko yxBaTuB napiivsIia 3a MIKUPKY, OHA CEPIUTO BCTPSXHYIA
TOJIKABILIETO XBOCT U yIIM AMypa, He OKMJIABIIEro OT Hee Takoro Jemapiia. — HenseectHo, rae Tos
MOXHaTasl TYIIIKa J0 3TOTO JIa3iiia U KaKuX Mapa3uToB HaxBaraja. [Ja v BEIMBITOMY — a s TeOs s
Hayajla OTMOIO — TOXe He ClIe[lyeT MoJ3TH B KpoBaTh. [locnvib BOH XOTs Obl Ha Kpecie, a HOTOM
puayMaeM tede MecTo.

— Yay! — Bo3myImieHu1o ouyxaBIIierocsi mymrcToro 60xecTsa He ObLI0 Tpeena. — BepHu MeHs
Ha MecTo, keHIuHa! $1 Oyny cnathb Tam, rae xouy! I Oor.

A-a-amu. Kibluky KianHysM, KOrja ero yBecHCToe, Maxaiollee KOITUCTBIMU JlallaMU TeJIbLie
Kpenko nepexparuia y Bepel [IMUTpUeBHB Marvsi HEKpOMaHTa U MOJBECHJA B IepeMBaroLIeics
BCIIOJIOXaMHU CETKE, CJIOBHO IMKOBUHHYIO €I0YHYIO UIPYIIKY.

— 41 ocraBmio TeOst B CBOEM JIOME M HE BBILIIBBIPHY HA YJIHUILY TOJBKO IOTOMY, YTO THI TOMOT
MHE 00pecTH J0Yb.

Tomoc rocrionaa MopOeiiHa 3Bydai X0JI0AHO U paBHOAYIIHO. Kotuine ckamw 3yOsl B Maru-
YeCKOH JIOBYILIKE, BEpTeJICs, APaj ee KOITSMH M IIHIIeN, OOHAKO 0e3 TonKy. CeThb 1axe 3BYKH HapyXy
He MpOoIycKasa, HO, O-BUAMMOMY, BCE, YTO TOBOPHJI Mar, B Hel ObUIO CJIBIIIHO, MHAYE HEKPOMAHT
He cTaJl Obl OOBSICHSTH HaIJIelly TpaBuJia MOBEJEHHS B CBOEM JKIJIHIIIE.

— TBoe panpHeiee npeObIBaHUE 3/ECh MO MOEH 3allUTON — a Thl, IOBEPh MHE Ha CJIOBO, B
Hell Hy’KJaelIbcsi — 00YCJIOBJICHO TOJIBKO XOPOIIMM OTHOLIEHHEM K Tebe Xwith 1 Beps! [IMuTpreBHBL.
CTouT UM pemmTh, YTo OT TeOs OOobIle OECIOKONCTBA, YeM TOJb3bl, U 51 BEJIO BHIIIBBIPHYTH TEOSI
BoH. [loBepb, 3T0 MUIIOCEpAHEE, YEM TO, UTO MPOJEay Obl ¢ TOOOH Jpyrue, Beab U 13 00KeCTBEHHON
CYILIHOCTH MOHO BbIKQ4aTbh CUJY...
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ITocne stux cioB Amyp 3arux. [J1a3a Kota Crajay OrpOMHBIMH, @ CaM OH CKAJICA B KOMOK.
Bunumo, panee caMoyBepeHHOMY ;KMBOTHOMY JJa’ke B TOJIOBY HE MPUXOAWIIO, YTO B 3TOM MUpe 6e3
MOKPOBUTEJIS U YOEKHINA OH CaM TOJIBEPraeTcsi OMACHOCTH U MOXKET CTaTh OOBEKTOM OXOTHI.

3aKOHUMB C BOCIIUTAHMEM MOXHATOrO, A3pailT pa3Besul 3aKJMHAHUE HaJ KPECIOM, OTYEro
TYIIKa KOTa C MPUIIYLIEHHBIM MSIBKOM IIIJIEMTHYJIACh HA MSTKOE CHJIEHbE.

Xuib yKe criajia, CBepHYBILKCh Ha KPOBaTH, Ky/a ee yiaoxuia Bepa JImurpresHa, oka HEKpo-
MaHT 3aryruBaji kota. [lox miarteeM y pebeHkKa 0OHapyKHIIACh MONTOTHSIHASI COPOYKA, HE OYEHb CBe-
’Kast 1 MeCTaMH IITONAaHHAs, HO XOTb KaKkoe-TO Mojo0re HOYHOW pyOaIiku, a BOT y camoii Bepouku
HHUYEro MojIo0HOTO U B IOMUHE He ObLI0. Bee ee MMyInecTBO COCTaBIIsUIN cepble CIIOPTUBHBIE IITAHbI,
PO30BbIE MYIIMCTHIE TAIKK 1 pacTsHyTas pyTOONKa ¢ n300paxeHrueM Kanmoapsl. Ha posib HOUHYIIKM
(yTOONTKa HE roAnIack, Oyay4H JIUIIb YyTh HIKE TaJIHUU.

IMoka Bepouka pa3gymbiBasia, CTOMT JIM TOMPOCUTH Y XO3sIMHA CHAJBHU KaKylo-HUOYIb
pyOarnky, uiam 3To OyeT He COBCEM MPUIIMYHO, MYXKUMHA, PEIIUB, YTO CIeJIall Bce TpedyeMoe, BhIIIe,
3a0paB ¢ coboii cyry. [IBeph 3a HUM 3aKpbuIach, 1 Bepa JIMUTpreBHA TUXOHBKO OITYyCTHJIACh HA Kpa-
elleK KpOoBaTu.

«Opexia y MeHs, JOMyCTUM, JIOMAITHS A, YUCTast, — pa3MBIILIsIa oHa Tpo cedst. — Tyt coBcem
He JKapKo, /1a ¥, HABEpHOE, 3aBTPa HaM ¢ XWJIb KaKylo-HUOYIb O 1y BbIAAYT. By/y cniath Kak ecTb,
TOJIBKO HAJIO eIlle OCMOTPETh YHOMSIHYThIe yaoOcTBa. Hazeoch, TaM He HOYHOM TOPIIIOK M JIOXaHb
BMECTO BaHHBI, XOTSI, YUUTHIBAsI CBEUH, BIIOJIHE MOXKET OBITh M TAKOE».

HaxoxuBimiicsi, Kak HeCyIlKka Ha THe3/ie, KOTHIIe MpayHO HaOMooal 3a ee pa3ayMbsIMU U3
BBIJIEJIEHHOTO €My Kpecyia U MoT4aJl.

— IMocnymait, — Bepa [IMuTpueBHa nepBasi pelunia MONTA C HUM Ha MUPOBYIO, — J1aBall HE
JOCTABJIATH ApyT Apyry mpodiem. Thl ke 1 mpaBJa HEM3BECTHO I7Ie CBOUM MEXOM OOTHPAJICH, a 37eCh
peOeHOK.

— He By noruku, — (ppIpKHYI KOT. — JIeBYOHKA MeHS K TeOe NMpUTaIluIa Ha pyKax, cama Thl
MeHsI CIojla TOKe Hecqia, a TYT BIpyT rpsasubiid. Tedy! Uncrormorika. U eme 3a mkupky! Mens-a-a. ..

[lepcTh Ha ero 3arpuBKe OISATH B3IBIOMIIACK.

— XWJIb TOTOM PYKH OIOJIACKMBAJIA B CTOJIIOBOM, 5T HAZICIOCh CEIYAC MMOMBITHCS WU XOTS Obl pYKHU
MIOMBITh. A KpOBaTh HE MECTO JIIsl )KUBOTHBIX. Yem TeOsi Kpecyo He ycrpauBaetr? 1 BoooOie, ecnu
HAJI0 UCTIOJIHUTDb TBOE IPOPOYECTBO, TO JIy4llle IepkKaTbCcs BMECTe, IOMOrarh Apyr Apyry. IaBHoe,
KakK s MOHsIa, CYaCTbe U Oe30MacHOCTh AEBOUKHU.

— Ip-dp-d... — 3Beprora dpipkHya B ycbl. — Ho MbITh cedst He nam! Yutu! 4 npu nepexone B
STOT MHP BIIOJIHE OUMCTHIICS. Wl XBaTaTh Tak 3a MIKUPKY OOJbIle HE cMei !

OHM KMBHYJIU APYT APYTY, HOATBEPAMB 3TO MUPHOE COrJIallieHne. AMyp CBEpHYJICS B KITyOOK, a
Bepa [IMuTpueBHa, HepelMTEIbHO MOTONTABLIMCH MEPE]] IBEPBIO MTPEANOoIaraeMoro CaHys/a, puck-
HYJIa HAKOHEL[ €T0 TIOCETUTD.

— CnaBa 0Oory, — BBIIOXHYJIa OHA OT OOJIErYeHus], pACCMOTPEB MIOUTH 3HAKOMBI MHTEPbEP, IS
pa3Ho00pa3us He YEPHBIN, a TEeMHO-CHHUI ¢ cepeOpoMm. JIoXaH! 1 HOYHOTO ropIiKa He HaOI0aIoCh.
Mmenach KOHCTPYKIIUS, TIOXOKasi HA KPecuIle, ¢ TOCTAMEHTOM BMECTO HOXEK, U OrpOMHasi cepeo-
psaHas BaHHa. Haj mocienHeii Bucesa jieedyka, ¢ KOTOPOW CBEHIMBAJICS IIHYPOK C pydkou. Psgom B
YTOJIKE HaJl cepeOPsTHBIM ke TA3UKOM MPHUCTPOUIICS] PYKOMOWHHUK.

— KoHeuHo, He Tak, Kak y Hac, HO JIyyllle, YeM 1 AyMaJia.

[IpaBna, c mpuHATHEM Aylua Bbillies KoH(Y3. Beras nop nieliky 1 oTsiHyB 3a BEpEeBOUKY, Bepa
aKTHBHMPOBAJIA TIOTOK JIBIOIIEHNCS CBEPXY BOJIBI, HO JIaXe MOAYMAaTh HE MOIJIA, UTO Ta OKAKETCs XOJIO-
HIOLIEH.

C BU3roM BBICKOUMB OOPATHO U CTy4a 3y0aMu OT X0JI0/1a, OHa Hacrex 00Tepiiach ¥ CHOBA Bie3fa
B CBOU BelllU.
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BepHyBiuch B cnianbHiO, Bepouka moHsiia, 4To, MOXOXeE, €€ BOIUISA HUKTO He ciblimai. Ha
IBIMOYKAX, YTOOBI HE Pa3OyauTh XWjb, OHA MOJAKPAIACh K JIOKY U 3aBEPHYJIACh B TMOKPHIBAJIO, B3SIB
ero ¢ MpUKPOBATHOTO CyHayKa. [1og ofesio kK peOeHKy TaKOM JIE/IBIIIKON JIe3Th HE PUCKHYJIA.

CoH HaBa/MIICsi MTHOBEHHO, Kak TOJIKO Bepa corpenachk, a BOT ObIBIIME OoOr BApPYT Oecro-
KOWHO 3aBO3UJICSI M BCTPEBOKEHHO cesl. OH UysiT OrpOMHOE KOJIMUECTBO Maruu, COBCEM PsIOM, TaM,
I7ie CeKyH/ly Ha3aj ee ellle U B TOMHUHE He ObuTo. JKyTKOBaTasi M COBEPIUIEHHO UyX/asi eMy CHJIa pac-
TI0J13aJ1aCh TI0 OCOOHSIKY HEKpPOMAHTa 1 JaBUJIa Ha AMypa, 3aCTaBJisisi YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sl HUUTOKHOM
MECUYUHKOM.

«[oxoxe, y X03s1MHa rOCTb, U JIy4ille Obl OH O HAC HE y3HAI», — MOyMaJl KOT, MaMSTYysI O TOM,
YTO €ro Marusi MOXeT OKa3aThCsl AJIs1 KOTO-TO JJAKOMBIM KYCOYKOM.

Ha st0T pa3 oH Bo BceM ommdancs. A3paiita MopOeiiHa HaBeCTHI COBCEM He TOCTh, J1a U B
OO0KECTBEHHBIX OCTATKAX MarM4eCKUX CUJI AMypa MOCETUTENb HE HYKJAJICS.

310 ObLIA TOCTBSI, KOTOPAs MOSBUIJIACH 37IECh He MPocTo Tak. Ee cloga mpuriacuim kak pas 1o
MOBO/IY MX MaJICHPKON KOMITAaHWY.

Korga oHa mosiBuiach, My’KU4MHa BCTaJ U3 Kpeciia y KAMUHA, IJie JI0 3TOTo MbITAJICS Orpee-
JIMThCS CO CBOMMH TJIaHaMU. Bce mpeskHue MO MpaxoM, TOocie TOro Kak OH MOYysiT 30B CBOEH
KpOBH.

— Mos nequ... — TTOKJIOH B €ro UCHONHEHUH ObUT MPEHCIIONHEH TOCTOMHCTBA, BhIpakasi He
MIPOCTO JIaHb BEXKJIMBOCTH, 4 yBaXXEHUE U MOYUTaHUE. — 51 OUeHb paj, YTO Bbl CHU3OILIM JO Oece/pl
CO MHOM TaK CKOPO.

Bricokas crpoiiHas jama B OJIOCHEKHOM CTPYSIIIEMCS TUIaThe U3 HECKOJIIBKUX CJIOEB TOHKOM
TMOJTYTTPO3PAYHON TKAHU HEOPEKHO OTMAXHYJIACh.

— He Hano BbicokomapHOCTel, A3pailT, Thl Bceraa ObT MOMM JTIOOUMYUKOM. — C STUMU CIIOBAMHU
CmepTtpb — a 310 ObUIA MIMEHHO OHA — TMPOIIIA KO BTOPOMY KpPEClly M U3SIIHO OMyCTUJIACh B HEro,
moOysich BCIIOJIOXaMH OTHSI B KamuHe. — K Tomy ke mpou3olne/iee HAKOHEI-TO PacIIeBEUT 3Ty
KJIOAKY 3aCTOSIBIIMXCS JJOTM U TpenyOexJeHH, MOTBOPCTBYIOIINX UCKaXEHUIO MOHATHI. CBeT U
ThMa, I00po u 3710. JlIoau Beera 1aioT BceMy ynoOHoe st ceOs TOJIKOBaHUe, 0OCOOSHHO KOT/Ia HaJio
Pa3nenuTh, OYEPHUTDH U TIOJ 3HAMEHAMHU JT0OPOIETENN IPUYMHUTD KOMY-TO HETTPUSTHOCTH, TIOJTyYHB
IIPY 3TOM BBITOLY.

— BoIxogut, cBeieHHsI O HECHOCOOHOCTH HEKPOMAHTOB MMETh JIeTel paclipOCTpaHsUIU CIIeId-
IBHO? — HAXMYPHJICSI XO35IUH JIoMa, COOCTBEHHOPYYHO HAMONHs1 Ookai it Aambl. CIIyr Ha TOU
MIPUBATHOM BCTpeye He ObLI0, MOCKOJIbKY CHJIA €0 TOCThM MOIJIA HEeTIpeABUAEHHBIM 00pa3oM OTpa-
3UTHCS HA UX COCTOSIHUM.

Tuxuit cMeX, pa3AaBIIMICS B TUIIIMHE ero KabWHeTa, MPO3BYYaJl CJIOBHO JIETKHIA EPECTyK MHO-
’KECTBA TOHEHbKUX KOCTSIHBIX TUIACTUHOYEK Ha BeTpy. MeloAUYHbINA 1 HeHABSI3UMBBIH, KaK OT PUTY-
QJIBHBIX BO3/IYIITHBIX KAaMH, pa3BEIIMBAEMbIX Y BOPOT KJIQJ0MIIA WA CEMEHBIX CKJIETIOB JJIs IPeJIo-
CTepEeXEHHSsI, UTO HE CTOMT TPEBOKUTD TIOKON UX OOMTATEIeH.

— A3paiiT, HeKpOMaHTHSI — 3TO Aap, ¥ MyKUMHA TIPU 3TOM He TIepecTaeT ObITh TeM, KEM POMJICS.
[TpocTo BBI CIUIIKOM CHJIBHBI U, CKaXeM TakK, CHelu(pUIHb. YeM MOTyIIecTBeHHee Mar B HallleM
MUpE, TEM MEHbIIIE y HeTO [IaHCOB HAWTH MapTHepa, KOTOPOTo ero CUila MPU3HAET I0CTOUHBIM. Elre
HUKE BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO JKEHIIMHA CMOXKET BBIHOCUTD 3TO JIUTSI 1 OCTAThCS B JKUBBIX.

CmMmepTb HEOpEKHO OTIIIIA U3 TIOJAHHOTO OOKasla TEMHO-CIIMBOBYIO KHMIKOCTh U, TIOKAYMBasI
PE3HOI XPyCTalb 32 TOHKYIO HOXKKY, 3aJTI000BaJIaCh UTPOM SIPKUX OJIMKOB HA €ro MpUIyIIrBO Y30p-
YaThIX TPaHSX.

— IOBenuka ymepia no moeit BuHe? Befp. ..

JIoroBOpUTH BCKOYHMBIIIEMY CO CBOETO Kpecia MyKUnMHe He Aau. Jlerkoe pasapakeHue oT ero
CJIOB BBUTMJIOCH B OTHEHHYIO BCIIBIIIIKY OT 3aBUX PUBIIIEICS CHITBI M OOJIAKO Teria OT MTHOBEHHO TPO-
ropeBmux apoB. Kamun notyx. IToBuHYSCh jKecTy X03siMHA, Ha CTEHAX 3aropenuchk cBeuu, a CMepTh,
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MOCMOTPEB KyAa-TO B CTOPOHY, Besesla eMy He JeJlaTh MOCIEIIHBIX BBIBOIOB, KOTOPbIE OOBIYHO U
MIPUBOAST K MOJOOHOMY.

— IOBesuka ObuTa OUEHb CHIIBHOW BEIbMOW, HO HAMBHOM 1 BEpSILei BO BCSAKYIO Uylib. [ToHsB,
4yTo OEpeMeHHa, OHA Pelllnia, YTO TaKoe YyI0 HykKJaeTcs B BEJMKOH kepTBe. BMecTo Toro 4ro0sl
pasbicKaTh Tebs1, IEBUOHKA HAITpaBUJIa BCEe CBOM CHJIBI Balllel Jouepu. DTo, KCTAaTH, BHAYAJIE CIIACIIO
el ’KU3Hb, HO ¥ YOUJIO OTHOBPEMEHHO.

Aszpaiit Mop0eiiH, He B CUJIaX OCITYIIAThCsl BEJMKYIO TOCTIOKY, CEJl, HO BCSI €ro HarpsiKeHHast
11032 ¥ OOEJIeBIIMe KOCTSIIKY MajbleB, BUSTTMBIINXCS B IOJJIOKOTHUKH, BHIPAKAH TAKYIO CHITbHYIO
OypIo UyBCTB, KaKOW HEKPOMAHT HUKOT/A TIPEKe HEe UCTIBITHIBAIL.

— OnHu Morymu?.. — OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, Kak B IPy/AX pa3ropaercs Moxap rHeBa U HEeHaBUCTH. — XOTs
€CJI1 OHU COOMPAITUCH TaK MOCTYIUTh ¢ XUJb. . .

— Mormu. A uto T X0Te? [lo4b, 3aKOHYMB aKaJEMHIO, BEPHYJIACh CO CXJIOMHYBIIIMMCS JapOM
u 6epemenHas. becrione3Has IeBUOHKa, KOTOpasi UCMIOPTHIIA BCe UX IUIaHbl. He mopatienyia 1ocToi-
HOT'O JKEHHMXa BO BpeMsl yueObl, He MHUIIMAPOBAIACH TaK, YTOObI YBEJIMUUTh CUJIBI, M JaKe BBITOIHO
BBIJIATh €€ 3aMY’K OKa3aJI0Ch HEBO3MOXKHO B ee mosioskeHnn. Kakoi mo3op st kiaHa. Ecim 661 MOKHO
ObLIO BHITSIHYTh U3 HEE Maruio... HO, Kak Thl MOMHUIIb, OBemuka Obuta BegpMou. [Ipy mombITke
MIPOBEJEHUS TAKOTO PUTYasia MOJOBUHY CBET/IBIX 3eMeJTb JKIAJIM Obl KATAKJIU3MBI MTOXJIETe OOBIYHOM
3aCyX¥ WM BECEHHUX pas3irBoB. [laTpuapxu 3anepiu ee ¢ HIHbKOM, He MMEIOIIeH Maru4ecKoro aapa,
Y CTaJIM KJaTh POXKJICHUS peOeHKa.

— Onu yowm ee notom? — Aspaiita aynmiu cie3bl. Het, oH He moOuI cBeTiIyio, HO BOCIO-
MUHaHHS O TOH, YTO JIIOOMJIA €ro, OTJaB BCIO CBOIO HEKHOCTh M HUYETo He TpeOys B3aMeH, a IOTOM
KWJ1a B KOIIMape pa3OMThIX WILTIO3UH, MIBITASICh CIACTU MX J104b, IPSMO-TAKU Pa3phIBAJIM €TI0 JyIly
Ha KyCKH.

— Her. IOBenuka mpocto Bbiropesna. Pomus, oHa crana OOBIYHOM SKEHIIMHOW, 3/I0pOBbE HE
BhIEp:kasio. Jlekapeii el He mpucianu. B Bamny akageMuio MOChUIaIN JIE€Tel JIIb BBICIIME CBETIbIE
Marw, a OHH JJaBHO YK€ yTPATUJIN MOHSTHS JIIOOBH 1 4ecTU. TOJbKO pacyeT, TONbKO MOJIOKEHHE UMEeT
3HauMMocTh. FOBenmka Oblta APyroi, MOTOMY YTO BEABMUHCKUI 1ap TaBajl €l BO3MOKHOCTb BIIUTHI-
BaTh 3HAHMS M YyBcTBa Mupa. OHa He Moria ObITh KaK OHU. Mara BOCIUTATh MOKHO, BEIbMY HET.
W He paBHs# Bcex CBETIBIX MOJ OIHY TpeOeHKy, He coBepinail ommoOky. Bee Bcerna oyeHb MHAWBU-
AyalbHO, 1 UMEHHO MPUBBIYKA JIIOIEH BCE CITIa)KMBaTh M YpaBHUBATh MTPUBOAUT K TOMY, YTO CTpa-
JaI0T HeBUHOBHBIE, 37I0[IeV YXOAST OT OTBETA, & KPYI'OM CUUTAIOT, YTO Y HEKPOMAHTOB HE MOXKET OBbITh
neteit. Jlydie mo3aboTbCs 0 109epH, U, KCTaTH. ..

JKenmmHa ycMexHynach M MOAHSIIACH, 1aBasi TIOHSTh, YTO HA CETrOfIHs €€ BU3UT 3aBEpIIICH.

— Hymaio, Tebe CTOMT YCIIOKOMTBCSI U 3aHAThCS JApyruMu jenamu. Hampumep, pazoOpatbces,
KaKyIo MOJIb3y MPUHECET TeOe U TBoeMy peOeHKY 3TO HelopasyMeHHe, KOrjla-To OTBevaBIliee 3a BHe-
3aITHO BCIIBIXHYBIIIE YyBCTBA.

CmepTb ncuesna, pacTasis, CJIOBHO TyMaHHOE IATHO, a HA KOJIEHW HEKPOMAaHTa, BBITYYHB I71a3a
Y BBIITYCTUB KOI'TH, CBAJIMJICS B3bEPOIIEHHBIN PhIKUI KOM TEIJIOTO MeXa.
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I'naBa 5

O00 Bcex 3THX BEYEPHHX, a 3aTEM U HOYHBIX MPOUCIIECTBHSIX, Oecelax U JOrOBOPEHHOCTSIX
Bepouka, pasymeercs, Oblla He B Kypce.

He 3Hasma oHa u TOro, 4TO M3 MEPETPYCHBIIETO Ha TOT MOMEHT KOTHIIM A3paidT MopOeiiH
BBITPSIC MHOTO€: HE TOJIbKO COOCTBEHHBIE 3JIOKJII0UEHHS] AMYpa, HO U UCTOpHIO caMoid Bepel, a Takxke
paccka3 Xuiib O ee JKM3HU U OercTBe, O YeM MaJIbIIIKa MOBe/iaia KOTy, OUYTHUBIIUCH Ha 3eMiie.

Bo3MokHO, 3TO OBl HUYETO U HE 3HAUWIIO, B KU3HM Bepouku He MMeoch HUKAKMX IPS3HBIX
TallH U1 MOAJIbIX MOCTYIKOB, HO OJIHY Belllb OHAa Obl HUKOMY He XOTeJsa pacckasbiBaTb. Ty, UTo cTasna
NPUYMHON ee CTPaJlaHuii, pa3BoAa ¢ 000KaeMbIM MYyXkKeM, BHIKHHYBIIMM €€ M3 J0Ma, KaK IIeTyau-
BYIO COOQUOHKY, HAIlOCJIeJOK HaroBopus rajgocreil. Ty, 4To HagjoMuIa ee ¥ MOYTH JIMIINJIA CMBIC/IA
KU3HU.

[TpuroBop, 03By4YeHHBIII KOHCHIIMYMOM COOpaHHBIX BagymoMm Bpaueii, ObLT CcTpalieH: Oecrio-
ave.

JlioOumbliA MyX, O 3TOro OOOIPSBIIMIA €€ U YBEPsABLIMI, UTO BCE JICUUTCs, OXJIae] MOMEH-
TaJIbHO, CJIOBHO HUKOI/A M He moowui. [TotoMm, aHanu3upys npousoleauiee, Bepa noxsuia, uro mpo-
cTo OblIa ynoOHa MyxunHe. be3zaBeTHO mpenanHas, odoxaomiasi, OekaBIas Ha €ro 30B BHITIOTHATh
moOyIo IpochOy, 3aMEHUBIIAS] €My KyXapKy 1 IOMpaOOTHUILY, OHA CTaJia POCTO MACAIbHBIM Ta pKe-
TOM, K TOMY k€ OOXOJMBIIMMCS €My Ha JUBO JELIEBO.

Banum Kpeuer He 10011 BIYCTYIO TPaTUTh JIeHbIM. Bepa ke He Moxoansia Ha CUJIMKOHOBBIX
QTIHBIX OXOTHHMII 32 COCTOSITENIbHBIM MaJIbuKoM. HeT, He onirapxom, HO JOCTaTOYHO 0OECTIEYeHHBIM
MEHe/I)KEpPOM B IpeycreBaolleil koMnanuu. Bee, yero oH xotes, — 3T0 4ToObl Cynpyra npuiInyHO
BBITVISIZIENA, CMOTpEJIa €My B POT M KaK MOKHO MEHbIIIe TpaTuiia Ha cedsi, TPy STOM 0OCITyKHBasI €T0
10 BICILIEMY pa3psny. Bepouka cooTBeTcTBOBaIa BceM KpuTepusM. BroGaBok, He MOIy4YuB Apyroro
00pa3oBaHus, KpOMe CpeIHel Kb, OblIa CHPOTOM, YTO aBTOMATHUYECKHU UCKJTIOYAIIO POICTBEHHHU-
KOB CO CTOPOHBI €Hbl ¥ JAaBAJIO MYKUMHE MOJIHYIO BJIACTb HAJ| HEWl.

3a qy1oi y 1eBYOHKHM MMeJIach TOJIBKO KOMHATYIIKA B KOMMYHAJIKE Pa3BaJIMBLIErOCs CTaporo
JI0Ma, ¥ IOTOMY Halll «IIPbIHI» TIOKa3aJics 1J1s HauBHOW MyXHHOIA rTpocTo tapoMm ¢ Hebec. K Tomy xe
Baguky 60oHycoM JjocTanack ee HEeBUHHOCTB, UTO TPEJIO ATOUCTHYHYIO Aymry Kpedera HECKOIBKO JieT.
Bce ObI Ob1J10 XOpoOIII0, HO MOTOM BagyMm peri, 4To mopa 3agymarbest 0 HacaeaHuke. Emy cBetuiio
TIOBBIILIEHNUE, ]a ¥ BO3PACT CaMblil MOAXoAALIMI. Bepa, o ero MHeHMIo, cTajia Obl ujieaIbHON MaTephblo
T0J1 €r0 YyTKUM pykoBoacTBoM. Ctasa Obl. ..

Bce 310 AeByIIKa U paccka3asia Ha IPUCHONAMATHOW CKaMelKe B apke AMYpY, BCXJIUIbIBAsI U
I71a/151 B3bEPOLLEHHYIO IePCTh. B TOT 1eHb O0KOK, BOIUIOTUBILIMIICS B YEPHOTO KOTA, YApaJ OT XO35€B,
COOpaBIIMXCS JIMIINTH ero OyoeHurnkoB. OcBOOOAMB IJIeHHMKA, Bepa Hanowsa ero u morsItanach
MOKOPMUTH 3aBETPEHHBIM OyTepOpPOIOM, 3aBEPHYTHIM B IAKET.

UYro KTO-TO, KpOMe Hee, MOKET NoBeaTh 310 A3paiity MopOeiiHy, OHa Jaxe He Ipearonaraia
U yX TeM OoJiee He coOrpasiach cama JOOPOBOJIBHO OTKPOBEHHUYATh C MPAYHBIM XO3MHOM JJOMa, OT
MUJIOCTA KOTOPOTO ceivac 3aBUcesa ee Cyapoa.

ITpochynace Bepa [IMuTpueBHa OTTOro, YTO TEIUIbIE IETCKUE MaJbUMKU aKKypaTHO pacIpaB-
JISUTH Ha TIOIYTIKE ee paciyleHHble BOJIOCk. PoOkast ynpiOka Xuib Obta epBbIM, 4TO yBHETa Bepa,
OTKPBbIB I71a3a, ¥ 3TO ObIJIO HACTOJIBKO HEOXKUJIAHHO, YTO OHA MPOC/IE3UIACh OT YMUIIEHUS U HEXKHO-
CTH, HEBOJIBHO BCTPEBOKUB JIEBOUKY.

— Teta Bepa? §1 caenana yro-to He T0o? 51 TONBKO MoIVIaAMIa Baly Bojockl. OHM Takue Kpa-
CHBBIE, TIOYTH KaK ObUTH y MaMbl. $1 Buzena. .. Ha moprpere. — MaJblika neJanbHo B3JOXHYna. — 51
Oorbie He Oyy, eci BaM He HpaBHTCA. 7Kauib, 4TO BBI X BCE BpeMsI IpsiueTe B CTPAHHBIN KOJIOOOK.
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Kono6kom Xuib Ha3Basia HeOpeKHYIO I'YJIbKY, B KOTOpyIo Bepa 3akpyurBasia CBOIO IIEBETIOPY,
4yTOOBI T4 HE Melllaja efl 3aHUMaThCs Aenamu. Ha Kakue-To mpuvecKu He XBaTajlo HA BpeMeHHU, HU
KeJlaHus1, a 00pe3aTh CBETJIO-KAIITAHOBBIE T'YCThIE JIOKOHBI OBUIO KaJlb.

— Her-ner, Oycunka. ['agp cKoIbKO XOuelllb, — MOCHeniniia yCokouTb Bepa paccrpoeHHOro
pebenka. — § maxe Haydy TeOs 3arieTaTh KOCUYKH, U Thl CMOXEIIb JelaTh MHE TPUYECKH, eCIIH
TMOXeaelllb.

— IlpaBna? — oOpagoBaiach JeBOUKa, YIOOHO YCTPAMBasiCh PSOM Ha MOAYIIKE U CHOBA HA4H-
Has nepedbupath BeprHbI BOIOCH. — A TIOUYeMy TOr/a Thl IU1aKasa’?

— DTO OT HEOKUJIAHHOCTU U CYACThsI, YTO C HAMU BCE XOPOLIO, — HE 3Hasl, 4TO €llle CKa3aTb,
BhINayiIa Bepa, 3a0HO mbITasich cOOOPa3nTh, KaK YMBITh peOeHKa, IAe pa3aoObITh OEKIY U KOraa
UX MO30BYT K 3aBTPAKY.

A emie oHa, K cBOel Jocaje, Oerio onisaeB oMelieHne, He OOHApYKIJIa PhKEro MPOXUHIes,
y KOTOpPOTO XOTeJla CIIPOCUTD PO BCE TO B HA/IEKE MOMTYyYUTh COBET. BUauMo, KOT permi 03a60-
TUTBCSI CBOUM MIPONUTAHUEM U OTIIPABUIICS HA TOUCKK OHOTO. JIpyroii MpruuHSI ISl HETO MOKUHYTh
YIOTHYIO JIe:)KaHKY U3 Kpecia Bepouka npugymars He MorJa.

«Pa3 cripocuth He y KOro, 3HAUUT, MPUIETCS pa3OMpPaThCsl CaMOi», — HEIONTO JyMasi, permia
OHa.

— XWJIb, HAJIO YMBITHCSI Y TIOWTH TIOMCKATh MAITy WM KOro-HUOYAb e1ie, KTO MOKeT Hac HaKop-
MUTb, — MPEJJIOKUIIA OHA JEBOYKE.

Mautsliika ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO KMHYJIACh HAJIEBATh CIIOKEHHOE Ha CTYJIbUMKE IUIaThe, a Bepa c rpy-
CTBIO OCMOTpEJIa CBOW €AMHCTBEHHBIN Hapsa. CriopTuBKU U (PyTOOIKA, MOCIE TOro Kak OHa B HUX
criasia, BUJ UMEJM He OYeHb CMMITATUYHBIA. PasoBamy TonbKo Tanmouku. Bo-mepBeiX, B HUX OBUIO
TEIJI0 U KOM(OPTHO, a BO-BTOPBIX, B ITOM MECTE OHU BbIIEJISUIUCH €TUHCTBEHHBIM SIPKUM ISITHOM.

XWIb € 3aBUCTHIO IOCMATPHBAJIa HA HUX, HATSATUBAsI CBOM MOHOIIEHHBIE OOTHKH.

«Be3o0pasue, KoHEUHO, TAK MPAavYHO ofieBaTh peOeHka. Hamo Ovl uTo-TO TIOBecesee u ynooHoe, a
TO 3TO IJIAThE COBCEM HE TIOIXOAUT MaJbIIKe. MaJjio TOro 4to OHO TYCKJI0-00pIOBOIO IIBETA, TAK eIle
Y TKaHb [10X0’Ka Ha [JIOTHYIO Ta Ty, TOMOPIIAIILYIOCS CKJIaJKaMu, — pa3mblllisiia Bepa [ImurpueBHa,
TOPOILJIMBO OMOJIACKUBAsI JIUIIO JIeJCHIIeN KOXY BOJIOW U3 PyKOMOMHMKA. — Bpp. .. XonoqHas kakasi».

— [Nouemy xonogHas? Bel Takyio modute? — [leBouka CyHyJIa MaJb4uK MOJI CTPYIO, a IIOTOM, Kak
AnaaayH namiy, notepia 3aMbICIOBATBIl CHMBOJ Ha cepeOprcTOM OOKY YMBIBAJIbHUKA, PUHSTHIN
Bepoukoii 3a ykparnienue. — Bor tenepsb teruiasi.

Bepa [ImutpreBHa HEJOBEPUYMBO ITPOBEPUJIA BOLY.

— W npaBpa teras. A ecnu 51 nonpooyio?

Kak oHr ¢ Xwuib BBISICHUIM ONBITHBIM IyTEM, HUKaKue BeprHbI MaHMITYJIALUMM HUYETO He
MEHSUIH, YTO, KOHEYHO, CO3/1aBaJIO [UIsl Hee OMpe/ie/ieHHble Heya00CTBa, O YeM TOKe He MEIayo Obl
M03200TUTHCA.

Tonbko BOT OOCYAMTH TO ¢ rOCMOAUHOM MopOeiHOM 3a 3aBTPakoOM He BhIILIO. B kopuaope,
Kyzna Bepa [IMuTpueBHa ¢ I€BOYKOH BBHIIIUIH, UX XKJaJl OYEPEAHON CKeJIeT B MaHUIIKe ¢ 6a00UKOM U
OeJIOCHEeKHBIX MaHKETaX, KOTOPBIH KECTOM MPEIOKUI CIIE0BATh 32 HUM.

— a yx, y Anuchl Obul O€JTBI KPOJIMK C YacaMu, a y Hac OeJIblid CKeJIeT B MaHXKeTax W raji-
CTyKe, — noiytuia Bepouka Beiyx.

— Kakoii kponmuk u KTo Takasi Anuca? — HEMEAJEHHO 3aWHTEPecoBasach JIIOOO3HATEIbHAS
MaJsiBKa, 1 Bepa [IMUTpreBHa, MoKa OHU 1K B YK€ 3HAKOMYIO CTOJIOBYIO, YCII€sIa IOBEAATh €1 Kyco-
YeK CKa30YHON UCTOPUH.

B cronoBoil HeKpomMaHTa He HaOMIOAAIOCh, HO 3aBTpak MM noaaiu. A emie Bepouke Bpyunan
TUTOTHBIN He3areyaTaHHbIi KOHBEPT M YBECHCTHIN MO3BSKHUBAIOIINN MEIIOYEK, TYTO HAOUTHII.

«Bepa [ImutpueBHa, — HAUMHAJIOCh MIMCHMO, — MIOCKOJIbKY 51 BBIHY:KAEH IMOKa 3aHATHCS HEOT-
JIOKHBIMU JIeNIlaMH, Tipoity Bac mo3abotuthest 0 Xuib. Bel HAHATH T'yBEPHAHTKOM C IMPOXKUBAHUEM,
MUTAaHUEM U JICHE)KHBIM JJOBOJILCTBUEM. Bailie jxelaHre BepHYTbCSI B CBOW MHUP Mbl OOCYINUM TTO3KeE.
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KomHartsl, BeiienieHHble Bam 1 Moeii 1ouepu, nokaxer Majkonbm, MOKeTe TaM Iepejiesiatb Bce, 4To
couTeTe Hy)KHbIM. BaM BbIJIEJIEHO TOCTAaTOYHO CPE/ICTB /17151 HEOOXOAMMBIX TIOKYTIOK, a TaKXkKe OXpaHa
IJIs1 COMPOBOJKIEHUs 10 ropoa. bynsre ocMoTputenbHbl. O0s3aTeIbHO BO3BMHTE ¢ COOOM KOTa.

Maructp AzpaiiT MopOeliH, MpaKkTUKYIOIIUI BBICITNIA HEKPOMAHT>

«Oro! — Bepouka ¢ MHTepecoM B3BecHJIa Ha PyKe TSIKEJbI YePHBIN KOIIIENb C CepeOpUCThIMU
3aBSI3KaMU U BBIIIMTOWM MOHOTpaMMoii. — HaJlo Kak-To NOHSATH, HAa UTO TaM XBaTUT, & 3HAUUT, CHavaja
CIIelyeT OCMOTPETb, TJie MbI Oy/ieM kuTh. BaxkHee Bcero komHata XuJib. [IpaByia, HesICHO, 3a4eM HaM
B COMPOBOX/ECHUE HABS3BIBAIOT MEXOBOE OOKECTBO, HO MYCTh €ro. A BOT OXpaHa — 3TO KYTKOBATO
3ByuuT. [Toxoxe, 3a mpeesaMu JIoMa OracHoO. Y Koro Obl y3HATh?»

IToka Bepa [ImutpueBHa yntaia M pasaymsiBajia, XWib C alllIETUTOM YIUIETasla Kally, BECEJIO
MOTasi HOTaMH1 U O YeM-TO OOJITasi CO CTOSIIITMM PSIZIOM CKEJIETOM, KOTOPBIH MOCIIE MX TIPUXOJIa HAKPHI-
BaJl Ha CTOJ.

— Xunb? — no3Baia Bepa, ¢ nHTepecoM mpHciymanach K 6ecene v BHE3aITHO OCO3HANA, UTO
MOHMMAET OTBETHI KOCTJISIBOTO JIaKesl, XOTsI BUEpa peub ero COpoinya Kasauach el Tapadapupnon. K
TOMY K€ OHa TOJIBKO ceiyac cooOpasuiia, 4To ¥ MUCbMO, HAMTMCAHHOE OT PYKH TMOYEPKOM C PE3KUM
HAKJIOHOM ¥ OOMJTMEM 3aBHUTYIIIEK B 3aIJIaBHBIX OyKBax, MPOYsa TaK, Kak Oy/ATO OHO COCTAaBJIEHO TO-
pyccku. — Kaxercs, Mbl cerogHs mnoijaem 3a MNoKynkamu B ropof.

K ee ynuBnenuio, 1eBoUKa, ele CeKyHIy Ha3aj Becesas U yablOaonascs, UCIyraHHO 3aMOJI-
Yaja u nodJeHena.

Peakims peGeHka Ha XOpOIIyIo, Ka3ajoch Obl, HOBOCTh Bepy HacTopoxuia.

— A MOXHO s TyT OCTaHyCbh? — 3aJaHHbII TUXUM JPOXKAIIUM TOJIOCKOM BOITPOC JIaKe HaIyras
ee.

— Masenbkasi MOs1, HaM TBOU Taria BBIIEIIHI IeHEeT, YTOOBI KyITUTh TeOe Bce Hy)kHoe. KpacrBbie
TUIaThs1, UTPYIIKU U Bce, UTo Tebe npurisiHercs. [louemy Thl He Xo4elb noexarb cama? — noaoupas
CJIOBA M ClIe/is 3a peakuuer Xuib, OCTOPOXKHO 3ajaa Bepa Bonpoc, a moToM, BUIMMO UHTYUTUBHO,
noGasuia: — OH ¥ OXpaHy HaM BBIIETHII, U AMypa Mbl C COOOI BO3bMEM.

[Noxoxe, cioBa Mpo OXpaHy OKa3aJKCh MPaBUIBHBIMU. PeOeHOK paccrmaduics u 3axymMaics,
MOpIIIa JIOOUK.

— A Kaky1o oxpaHy? — HakOHell [IOMHTEPecoBalach MajbllKa. — bosbiryio? A B Kakoi ropoa?

Xk yero-To 6osnack. [ToMHs1 OOpBIBKM pa3roBopa ¢ ee OTIOM, Bepa MoHsIa, 9YTO KaKUX-TO
HEXOPOIIUX JIIOZIEH.

— INoka He 3Hato. i1 Havana BOOOIIE CTOMT MOCMOTPETh, KyJa Hac mocessaT. Y 1ebs Ternepb
Oynet cBosi KomHata. Ee MatkonbM JOJIKeH HaM MOKa3aTh, — MOMbITAJIACh OHA XOTh Ye€M-TO TIOPaJIo-
BaThb JIEBOYKY, COBEPIIEHHO HE TMPEJCTaBIsisl, KTO U3 TpeX aOCONIOTHO OJMHAKOBBIX, HA €€ B3IV,
CKEJIETOB YIIOMSIHYTHII B MCbMe MaJKoIbM.

3Ta HOBOCTb MAJIBIIIKY 3aMHTEpEcOBasIa ropaszio oosbiie. C SHTY3Ma3MOM JI0EB 3aBTPaK, JIEB-
YyIIIKa 3aChlNajia BOIPOCAMH OIHOTO M3 OJIECTEBIIMX YEPENyIIKaMH CIIYT, BUAUMO KaK-TO UX pas3iiu-
yasi.

Bepouka ToporuMBO Iomuiia CBOW Yaidl BIPUKYCKY C YAMBUTEILHO BKYCHBIMH OYJOYKaMH C
caxapHOW KOPOYKOW M MakOBOW HauuMHKOH. Ee naxe 3auHTepecoBasio, Kak Takylo MpesiecTb MOIIU
MIPUTOTOBUTH KOCTJISIBbIE TIPUCITYKHUKU.

He cam e HekpoMaHT 1o yTpam cTpsmnaer? A y CKeJIETOB HET BKYCOBBIX pelentopoB. Kak onu
MoryT rotoButh? nu ects? Kakas-to marus? Enie onHa 3arajka B 4 Tak epernoiHeHHON BOMPOCaMU
rOJIOBE HE CHJIBHO CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIA XOpOIeMy HacTpoeHuo. OcoOeHHO Ha (hOHE HeIaBHEro MCITyTa
Xwib 1 TOro (pakrta, 4yTo HESICHO, TJie MCKaTh KoTa. Benp A3paiiT Benen 00s3aTelIbHO B3SITh €r0 C
COOOI.

[Nopa3MbIILIATE 060 BCEM 3TOM JIOJITO He BBIILIO. PebeHok TpeGoBaa BHUMAHUS W IOHUMAJ
BOIPOCaMH, Ha KoTopble Bepouka B siydiieM ciiyyae Morjia OTBETUTh Yepes pas.
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W BOT TyT 1OBE3710, UTO TOT caMblii MaJIKoJIbM, HA3HAYEHHBI UM B TIPOBOJJHUKH 11O OCOOHSIKY,
3HaJI HAMHOTO OoJbinie. CKeJleT BEKJIMBO YBEJOMIJI MX, UTO TOCIIOVH OTOBLT HA TIApY THEH 1O JesaMm,
OXpaHBbl — LEJbIA OTPsill, CHAOKEHHBIN apTedakTamu, IOeayT OHU B KapeTe, a Topofl, B KOTOPBIA UM
BEJIEHO HallpaBUThCH, Ha3biBaeTcs [leitmoc.

Kak nonsna Bepa [ImuTtpreBHa, 9TO IOCETIEHUE TEMHBIX, KOTOPOE HAaXOAWUTCSA B IIPOTUBOIIO-
JIOKHOM CTOPOHE OT TPAHMIIBI CO CBETIBIMU. [ 0po HEOOBIION, HO TaM MMEETCs] PHIHOK U BIOJIHE
JOCTATOYHO JIABOK, YTOOBI yIOBJIETBOPUTH HYK/Ibl CAMBIX B3BICKATEJIbHBIX JJAM.

Ot 3t0i1 nHpopmaruu Xuib MoBecesielsia U JIBUrajiach 1o KOpuAopaM BIPUIIPLIKKY. Bepouka
MOKA SHTY3UAa3M JI€BOUYKH HE pa3iesnsiia, U, Kak 0Ka3aloch, He 3psl.

Komnata ajis peGenka Obuia pazMepoM co ctagroH. OTpoMHBIN, TIOUTH ITyCTOH 3aJ1, 3aCTeJIeH-
HBII TEMHO-CEPbIM KOBPOM C CUPOTJIMBO CTOSIILIEN B YIUIy KPOBAaTbhIO, IOXOkKE HEJABHO PUHECEHHOW
cloga.

-3-93...

Ha ozanayennoe mpryanue Bepbl [MutpreBHb MaJIKOJIBM COU3BOJIAJ TTOSICHUTD, YTO XHWJIb
BBIJIEJIEHO CaMOe 3allIMIIEHHOE MarnieckKy MOMeIIeHe B JOMe, TOCKOJIBKY XO3sIHA OOJIbIIIe BOJTHYET
©€30MacHOCTb I0UYEPH.

— Kak ckazan rocnonquin Mop6eiis, octanbHoe — Baiia 3a6ota. CpeJcTBa BaM BbIIEJICHBI.

— Hy uro k... — Bepa pacnycruia cTsHyTbIe IO OPHI 3aBA3KH KOIIEIs, YTOOBI OHSTh, HA UTO
UM XBaTHT JieHer. Besib, cys 1o BceMy, KyNUTh IPEICTOUT BCe, BKITIOYask MeOesb, IITOPHI, MOCTEIb-
Hoe OeJibe U 000M, He TOBOps Yk 00 ofexie. M mpu 3TOM OHa ellle CBOel KOMHATHI He BUJIEA.

MoHeTbl, TYCKJIO OJIECHYBIIIME B PACTSHYTOM rOPJIOBUHE, ObUIN, TIOXOXKE, 30I0THIMH.

— NHTtepecHo, 310 MHOro? — OHa MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBaJIa colepKuMoe Xuib U yBUJENA, Kak y
JE€BOYKM OKPYIJIMJIUCH IJ1a3a U AaXe IPUOTKPBUICS POT.

[Noxoxe, cymma Oblia HeMaJleHbKasl.

— Ecnm Oynerb BceM MOKa3bIBaTh M HE yMeelllb TOProBaThCsl, TO TOYHO HE XBAaTHUT! — pa3ianoch
KoIIaybe (ppIpKaHbe Yy HUX 32 CIUHOW. — M yuTh: Tl MHe JieskaHKy oberaia! Tak 4To cripsiub MOHETHI.
ToproBarbcest Oyay $1, @ Thl COCTaBb CIUCOK U HE B3/IyMail YeM-TO BOCTOpPrarbcsi. A To 001epyT Top-
raiy Kak JIMIMKY, yXK s-TO BCSIKUX MOBUAAJ. Bce OHM OMMHAKOBHI.

Bymary u kapangain uisi ciicka pa3noosun MaikonbM, a COCTaBJIsIA OHU €T0 B BbIIEJICHHOM
Bepouke komHare. Ta Obi1a HeOOMbIIAS U JOBOJBHO YIOTHASI, XOTSI OIATh B TEMHBIX TOHAX, a eIlle,
B OTJIMYME OT MOKoeB XuJjib, MeOnupoBaHHas. [1o kpailHeli Mepe 37ech, TOMUMO KPOBaTU, UMEJICS
KOMO[I, IIKad 1 JBa Kpeca.

A ellle B 9TOM KOMHATe HaIIMX JaM /a1 HEOXKUIAHHBII U COBCEM HEOJHO3ZHAYHBIN CIOPIPU3.
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I'maBa 6

TouHee, clopnpru30B ObLIO JBa, U 002 TOPKECTBEHHO IMPEACTABUI M MIPUHSIICS HaXBaJIUBaTh
ITyLIMCTBIM ITPOXUH/IEHN, HACTaUBasi, YTO BCE ITO €rO Jial JEJIO.

Bepouka oueHb cOMHEBasIaCh B TOM, YTO M3ALIHbBIA )KEHCKUI CKEJIET B IIAThE, TAPUKE U HAZE-
TOM Ha HEro HaK paxMaJICHHOM Yerlie OblJ1 COTBOPEH KOTOM, KaK U B TOM, YTO OOKOK IMOIINJ IUIaThe,
KOTOpOE TepHeNrBO Aepikaja B KOCTAHbIX MaJIbUMKaX HEMHOXKKO JKyTKOBATasi U aOCOMIOTHO MepTBast
OapbIIIHS.

— Bor. 'opununas! TBos MuHas1, — ropo BbiIxaxxupas Mexay Bepon [IMutpueBHo U ckene-
TUHKOM, HAPSKEHHOM, KaK pOoCTOBas KyKJla, pasMsABKUBAJICA AMyp. — Y Xwuib Tol 3a Bcex. Y HaHbKa,
U yuutenb, U ropauuHas. Iloka nmo kpaitnen Mepe. Llenn, kcratu, uyto g Aspaunrta Hagzoymui. He
MYKHMKH ke TeOe TTOMOraTh ofieBaThCsi OymyT. XOTh U MEPTBBIE, HO IPUJIMYMII HUKTO HE OTMEHSLI.

Prokmii MOOOPHUK HPAaBCTBEHHOCTH TaK MeJl XBOCTOM, YTO BECh IMOJOJ IUIAThsI yXKe YCEsUTH
XOPOILIO BU/IHBIE HA TEMHOW TKaHU JIMHSJIBIE KOILIAYbU BOJIOCKH.

— A ellie, Kak OHMMAaI0, HapsiJ MO Bbl ¢ rocrioinHOM MopOeitHOM Bclo HOub BiBoeM I ? Y
MHe, ¥ 9TOW MUJION MOTYanuBoi OapsiiHe. [Tapudok eil miiesnu, Ha KOTOpbI TH HE MHAYE TTOJIOBUHY
CBOETO MeXa MOXEPTBOBAJ. ..

Xuib Becesio 3acMesiiach, TeM OoJiee YTo MapuK y Oe3bIMSHHOTO CKeJeTa JKEHCKOro Tojia M
BIpaBIy ObUI PHIKAM M KaKMM-TO KYIIBIM, YTO OOBSICHSIJIO HECYpPa3HBIi YEITYHK, TPUKPHIBIINI 3TO
6e300pasue.

HenoGoxecTBeHHBIII BoOOpaXxasa IIyTIMBOM MPOHUM HE TOHSUT U JakKe TMOMBITAJICS OCKOp-
outbcs Ha BeprHO moaTpyHMBaHMe, 3a5BHB, YTO HUUETOIIEHBKH OOJBIIEe HE pacCKakeT TaKOH Bpes-
Hou Myxunou. IIpaBna, Hagonro ero He xBatuJio. IToxBactarh 0 «CBOMX» JOCTUAKEHUSAX BCE KE XOTeE-
J0ch OOJIbILIE.

IToTomy, nogyBIIMCh U yOEJUBLIMCH, YUTO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI U3BUHATHCSA U MOJIUTH O MPOILIIe-
HUM, JIBE€ HECHOCHBIE JIEBUYOHKHU 3aHATHI IPUIYMBIBAHMEM MMEHHU TPETbEW, OH PELLWII, YTO JIOJKEH
HEMe JICHHO BMEIIaThCsl U OCTaBUTD TIOCTIETHEE CIOBO 32 COOOM.

— W Hewero coumHATH TyT epyHOy. lopHuMuHy0 30ByT Mibpna, Hy win 3Baau KOrga-To...
HeBakHO! OHa cervac B... 3-3-3... [I0-HayYHO-3EMJISIHCKOMY B crasuce. HauHer (byHKIIMOHMpOBaTh,
KaK TOJIBKO Thl TIOMPOCHIIb €€ YTO-HUOY/Ib ClIeJIaTh, HAIPUMEP MIOMOYb TeOe OEThCS.

Koruine 3anpeirays Ha Komoa, Kyaa MajikosbM MOJOXKMI IPHHECEHHYIO IS 3aruiceil Oymary
Y KapaHjaul.

— Hy? [JaBai1 yxe nepeoaesaics. Ilotom cnvcok nuim v noexaau B ropox. Hano nocmorpers,
KaK TyT Hapo[l JKMBET, — PACKOMaH/I0BAJICS] OH, Pa3JIETILICh TaM, Kak TpadaJabrapcKuid JIEB, U PaCILy-
IIMB XBOCT /151 BAKHOCTHU. — Kcrarh, orienn, kakoe 51 Tede 1iathe BhIOpat. A3pailT HUYEro B IAMCKUX
BEllIaX He MOHMMaeT. Pa3Be UTo B yKpalllEeHUSIX C MAarMYeCKMMHU IITyKaMH BCAKUMM.

Kro 661 HU BeIOMpan Bepouke 310 ofesiHie, KOT UM HEKPOMAaHT, HO BKYC y HETO TOYHO UMeEJICS],
Kak ¥ rmasomep. C pasmMepoM OH yrajaj, a elle JUIMHHOE IUIaThe U3 TEMHO-CEpPOM, Jake, CKopee,
L[BETA MApPEHI0 TKaH!U ObLIO TOOPOTHBIM U MArKUM. [To KpaiiHelt Mepe 1o pocTy OHO MyXUHOI TOYHO
MOAXOWIIO, a B TPYAX U TaJUU PETYIAPOBAIOCh MHYpoBKoi. To, uro Bepa JIMuTpreBHa npuHsia
CHayaJja 3a OTAEJIKY BOPOTa M MAaHKEThI, P OJMMKalIeM pacCMOTPEHHH OKa3aloch HIKHEH pyoOa-
XOM M3 TOHKOT'O TMOJIOTHA CBETJIO-TOMYOOro IBeTa C KPyKEBHBIMU OOOPKaMH B TOH.

— Kakoe kpacuBoe. — [Topoiiast nobmmske, Xuitb BOCXUIIEHHO MO A MATbYMKAMH IIEJTKO-
BBI€ JICHTHI [IIHYPOBKH, a IOTOM 0OEpHYJIach K KOTYy: — A Tebe, AMyp, Ha/I0 BHIATH 32 IBEPb.

Tako# noAcTaBhbl OT AEBOYKH ITyHIIMCTUK HE OXKHIAIL.

— Touno, — nogepxasa BocnuraHHULy Bepouka. — CkesieTsl eMy MyKUYMHBL, a caM, IJla3a TBOU
OeccTblKME, BHIATH HE COM3BOJIUT, KOI/IA JaMbl IEPEOJEBAIOTCS.
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— Ilp-d... — TpoMKO (PBIPKHYIT KOTHIIE U TIOKUHYJ MOMelleHne, Oypua moja Hoc: — BonbHO
HAJI0, Yero s TaM He Bujiel. .. [la s1 ¢ GoruHsAMM. .. 1a HUM(BI HE3eMHOM KPAChI 33 YeCTh IIOYHUTAIIH. . .

W nouTu cpa3y rpoMKO 3aBONIJI U3 KOPUIOPA, YTOOBI AEBYIIKH OTOPAILTMBAJIHC.

— Wnbpa, noyncTy, noxaniyincra, Tiarthbe OT MIEPCTH, — HACTOPOKEHHO IJIs/Isl Ha CKeJIeT rop-
HUYHOH, nonpocuia Bepa JImurpueBna, He 0co00 Bepsl, UTO y Hee TMOTyIUTCS.

KoctisBbIil OCTOB B IIaThe TYT ke MpHIlel B qBrkeHre. CHavana GaphllliHs clesaia KHHUK-
CEH, a MOTOM axHyJa, BBIyIWIa U3 KapMaHa (papTydka MaJIeHbKYIO IIIETOUKY U, aKKypaTHO pa3/ioxKUB
TUIaThe Ha KPOBaTH, OBICTPO MPHBEJIA €ro B MOPSIOK.

[Torom Mibaa nana Bepouke cOpouKky, KOTOPYIO, OUYEBUIHO, IMPEANOIAraJioCh HaIeBaTh CaMo-
CTOAITEJIHO, TIOCJIE Yero BhIyAW/Ia JJisl Hee U3 mikada UIMHHbIE MAHTAJIOHBI, K KOTOPBIM B palioHe
KOJIGHEel Kperuiiach mapa yJioK.

[Tpu MBICTH, YTO HEKPOMAHT BHIET U JaXke TJe-TO Pa3ao0blUl 3TY MUKAHTHYI0 KOHCTPYKIIUIO,
3aMEHSIOIIYIO 37ICIIHAM JaMaM HukHee Oenbe, MyXuHOU cTaso He 1o cede, ee MIEKU MOJIBIXHYIN
niepecresbiMy iomugopamu. OHa JIMIIHUK pa3 MopagoBaiachk, YTO BHICTABIIIA 32 JBEPbh HAXAJIBHOTO
O0’KKa B 3BEPUHOM IIKYpe, KOTOPBIH Obl HE TPEMUHYJT UTO-HUOYIb OTKOMMEHTHPOBATH B CBOEH JIIOOH-
MOl MaHepe HEeMOCPeCTBEHHOTO MpaBIopyoa.

lopHuyHas Mex TeM HM3BJieKasla U3 HeAp mKada Ceayoye Bely, OKa3aBIIecs OfexkI0M
st Xusb. Bee ObLIO BIOJNHE JIOTMYHO, Be/lb B KOMHATE JIEBOYKH IIKaga He MMeNIOCh, a TOCIIONUH
Mop6eiin nokazaiicsi Bepouke pasymMHbIM 4enoBekoM. [109ToMy HEKpOMaHT 103a00THIICS, YTOOBI €r0
JI04Yb C HACTABHUIIEH, OTIIPABUBIIIKCH 32 MOKYITKAMU, 00€ UMEJY TIPUJIMYHBIN BU, COOTBETCTBYIOLIUIA
UX CTarTycy.

I'ne on pa3znoObut Bemy, Bepouka He mpeacTaBiisiiia, HO HaJesach, YTo Mo JOpore 10 ropoaa
Amyp BBIOONTAET MM BCE, YTO 3HAET CaM, M HaBepHSIKA JIaXe MPUCOUYMHHT.

B omnmume ot ee Hapsza, MIaThe MABIIIKA OKA3aJI0Ch TEMHO-3€JIEHBIM, C KPAaCUBOW BBIIIVB-
KOW M3 MEJIKHMX OeJIeHbKHX 1IBETOUKOB, & COPOUKA — OJIeTHO-IMMOHHOM, C OY€Hb TOHKMM O€IOCHE K-
HBIM KpyxkeBoM. OTell He TIaHUpOBaJl SKOHOMUTh Ha peOeHKe U CTapasicsl BHIOpaTh JeUCTBUTEIBHO
xopoive Bery. [TaHTaIOHYMKY 1 YyJKU OT BEepHHBIX OTIMYAIKMCh TOJIBKO pa3MepoM, Kak U BBICO-
Kre OOTMHOYKM Ha IHYpoBKe. Pa3se uro BepuHbl Obu Ha HEOOJBIIIOM KaOIyKe C OCTPBIM HOCOM M
cepbie, a y XWjlb — TEMHO-3€JIeHbIE, C 3aKPYIJIEHHBIM HOCOM U OJIECTSIIMMU MPSIKKAMH.

INon kower, 3amHypoBaB Bepe miarbe, TOpHUYHAS BbIAAJIa UM TUIAIIH C BHIIIATHIM 3aMBICIIO-
BaThIM 3HAKOM, OUEBHJHO CUMBOJIM3UPYIOIIUM MPUHAJIEKHOCTh K poxy MopOeiHOB, 1 C TOKJIOHOM
BpYyUMJIa 110 TUIOCKOMY (PyTIISIpY, B KaKMX OOBIYHO JEpKaT I0BEJIMPHBIC YKPAIICHUSI.

Cusiorasi KpoIka rnepBoii OTKMHYJIA KPBIIIKY W, BOCTOPKEHHO MONKMCKUBAsI, TYT K€ HAlleTTHIa
Ha ce0s Bce CoIepKMMOe: TOHEHbKMI OpacyieT ¢ IBETHHIMU KPUCTAJUIAMUA U MEIATbOH Ha 30JI0TOM
[ETIOYKE C HETIOHATHBIMU BBIIPABUPOBAHHBIME PYHAMHU, YKpAIIICHHBIN MOCepeIMHEe YSPHBIM MepIia-
IOIIUM KaMHEM.

B mkarynke MyxuHOH, K ee OONbIIoMYy OOJErdeHuio, 30J0Ta-OpUUTHaHTOB He Obuto. Tam
Jexana CKpoMHasi cepeOpsiHasi OpoIlllb, HA OTIIONMPOBAHHOM MOBEPXHOCTH KOTOPOW B TOYHOCTH
TIOBTOPSIJICS BBHIMTHIN Ha IJIAINEe CUMBOIL

«Moxert, obeper Kakoll Ha Bcskuid ciayvail. C By HEIOPOTroi, Kak 3Ha4yoK. IlycTb Oymer».
Bepa akkypaTHO pUKOIIoJa yKpalleH!e K TUIaThio, PeIuB He HalyMbIBaTh ceOe JIMIIHETO PO TaKyo
IIEIPOCTH 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K €€ TIePCOHE.

— Wnbaa, a 4To BXOAUT B TBOM OOSI3aHHOCTU? — HEOKHMAHHO IOMHTEPECOBAJIACH OHA Y CKEJeTa.
Bepe [ImutprieBHe He 0OYeHb HPABUJIOCh, KAK HAPSIWIN 3Ty OCAHSKKY MYyXJIMHbL. Eciu K miateio
NpPETeH3U! He MMEJIOCh, TO TIOIMBITKA 3aMaCKHPOBATh TOJIbIN Yeperl OTBPATUTE/IbHBIM MAPUIKOM U
KYTKUM YeroM OblIa 3aBeJOMO MPOBATBLHOM.

— INomorarsk ozeBaThesi, yOUpaTh B KOMHaTaX, IPUHOCUTH BEIIU, KOHCYJIBTUPOBATH MO Pa3HbIM
BOIIPOCAM. . . — Ha4aJia HETOPOIUTMBO MEPEUUCIISTh Ta, YyTh MPUITIEIKUBAsI YEITIOCTHIO ITPU Pa3roBOpe.
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— Onmynao! Ham moHago6utcs moMoiis B mogdoope rapaepoda 1yist MeHs 1 XWib, MeOIMPOBKe
JEeTCKOM M TPOYUM BelllaM, B KOTOPBIX MYKYMHBI HAM He MOMONTHWKU. He mymaro, 4to ObIBIIMIA
OOKOK MoAoMeT HaM ¢ XWJIb B Ka4eCcTBe KOHCY/IbTaHTa. [1naThs, Kak MHE KaXeTcsl, BCe ke BhIOMpa
rocrionud MopOeiiH B COOTBETCTBUM C MECTHBIMH INPABWJIAMH MPUIMYKS WIH TOPYYUIT 3TO /N0
KOMY-TO JJOCTAaTOYHO KOMIETEHTHOMY. ThI Bellb CMOKEIIb Che3JUTh ¢ HaMu B ropof? Tede MokHO
MOKUJATh ToM?

OTKpoBEeHHO TOBOpsi, Bepe ObLIM HEBEAOMBI Tpeie/IbHbIE I'PAHUIIBI IS TIepeMEIIeHHs] 110
OKPECTHOCTSIM HEKPOMAHTCKHX CO3[IaHUI Oe3 pUCKa CHOBA YIOKOUTHCS.

CkerneTymika 4yTb 3aBHCIIA, 33/[yMaBIIICh, 2 MOXET, KAKMM-TO 00Pa30M CBSI3BIBASICH CO CBOMM
co3jaresieM, U OTBETHUJIa He cpasy, a CIIyCTsl BpeMsi:

— Ila, s MOTy IOKMHYTb HEHaJ0JIT0 0COOHSIK MOpOEHOB 1 OBITH BaM IMOJIE3HA.

— 3ameuaresibHO. 3a0/IHO U TeOe UTo-HUOYIb MogdepeM, — oOpaoBasiack Bepa JImutpueBHa.

CriokoiiHast ¥ ipeaynpeauTebHast IeBYIIKa el y)Xe HpaBUIach, a TO, UTO CKeJIeT, TaK Y BCeX
cBou HegocTaTku. OHa ke He BUHOBATa.

— Cnymiaii, THl MeHsI, KOHEYHO, U3BMHH, HO Ha TOJIOBEe Yy TeOs MPOCTO Mpak Kakou-T1o. Bce
MOXHO C/IeJiaTh TOpa3/lo CUMIIATUYHEee, — HaesiCh, YTO TOpPHUYHAsI HEe OOWIUTCS, BBICKA3aJach
MyxuHna.

— Mst 1 Unbay onenem? — Kak Tosbko Xuiib niepectaia 00sThCsl OE3AKH, K MAJIBIIIKE OMSTh
BEpHYJIach ee JII0O03HATEIFHOCTh U XOpolliee HacTpoeHue. — A BO uTo? MBI KyIUM eil HOBbIE BOJIOCHI?

— Her, — nokayvasia rosoBoit Bepouka. — Mbl caenaem nyuiiie. Yepen ¢ mapukom, J1axe caMmbIM
KpPacuBBIM, KaXeTCsl Mapojuerl Ha 4yeloBeuecKylo ronioy. Hamo ykpacuts mo-gpyromy, 4roObl OH
BBITJISIZIEIT M3SIIIIHO U 3JIeTaHTHO caM 1o ceGe. EcTb y MeHs oiHa mkapHas uaes. Jla v miatbe 1o,
aymaio, Toxe roMmeHsieM. OHO Xopoiiiee, HO K ToMy 00pa3y, KOTOpPBIi S MPUAyMaJia, He MO0 IET.
Jluis OBl ICHeT XBaTHIIO.

O3ByunTh CBOIO (haHTA3MIO 3AMHTEPECOBABIIMMCS 1laMaM OHa He ycriena. B nBeps 3ackpedcs
KOTHIIE, TPeOys MOCHENINTb.

— MBpI Tak He TO 4TO K 00edy — K yxuHy He BepHemcsi! Konmymm! W oxpana sxzer, u kapera
T0/1aHa, — THYCaBO IPOBBLI OH U3 KOPUIOPA.

[Tpunuiock NOTOPONUTHCS, HO HEJOBOJILCTBO AMypa Ha TOM HE 3aKOHYMJIOCH.

— A 3ty 3aueM ¢ cob6oii moranman? — BOSMYTHJICS KOT, TIOHSIB, YTO TOPHUYHAS CIIEIyeT 3a
HUMU. — TaM ¥ Tak nenbiid otpsa. He ckeneToB, KOHEUHO, HO €CJIM XOTUTE SMaTUPOBaTh MECTHBIX, TO
B3sUTH ObI BOH XOTh [larpuka. OH conuaHee BBIIVISAUT U TIOKperrde OyleT, ey TOUAET A0 JPaKy.

— He noiiger, — tTBepno ocaguia ero Bepa, ucnyraBimmchk, 4To OT CJIOB 3TOTO LIEPCTUCTOTO
UaroTa XWib ONSATh paccTpouTcs. — A Mibaa HaM HyKHA, 9TOOBI TIOMOYb C MOKyMKkaMu. OHa Bce-
TaKM XKEHIMHA U, lyMalo, JIy4Ilie pa30upaeTcss B MECTHOU MOJIE.

[TymmeTuk, A0 3TOr0 MOMEHTA BaJIbSIAKHO IIECTBYIOIIUI 110 KOPUAOPY, OLIAPAILIEHHO OCTaHO-
BUJICSI M HEJJOBEPUMBO YCTABUJICS HA KEHIIIUH BBIITYYEHHBIMU IJIa3aMHU.

— A g? Jla yto oHa monuMaet? OHa ke cKeJeT!

— A THI KOT, a Koraa 60rom ObUI, TAK U BOBCE HE MOHSATHO, BO YTO OIEBAJICS, €A BOOOIIE
ozieBaJics, — napruposaia Bepouka. — 3o0pakaim 1edsi, 3HaellIb JIH. . .

3ps, HaBepHOE, OHA 00 TOM YIOMSHYJIA.

— Vp-p-psy ¢-p-d... — npepBas ee psABK U BO3MYILEHHOE IKIeHUue. — MHOro OHM 3HaJIH,
HeBexkabl! Jla 1 BRICOKMM OBLI, KpacaBell MOJydille BCAKUX. Jla y MEHs XMUTOHOB Ha BCE Clydau
KU3HU. .. — OOMKEHHO BCXJIMITHYB, MOXHATHIN PBIKUN KOMOK CTapTaHy/I M yMUaJICS OT HUX [0 KOPH-

J0py.
— Obupencs. Kanko ero, — neyayibHO B3OXHYJIA XWIb. — A Ha 4TO 00HesCs ?
— 3HaelIb, CaM-TO OH ropas[ APYrux oOMkKaTh, — Moxasa riedamu Bepa ImutpuesHa. — Mipay
BOH OCKOpOWJI 1 He m3BuHWICA. OTKyJa OH 3HAaeT, Ha 4To OHa crocoOHa? A obujencs Ha TO, Kak
ero B Moe BpeMs JIIo/IM Ha KapTuHax n300paxaior. Topko f-1o TyT nipu yeM? He s 310 mpumymana.
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W BoOOIIIE, HA OOMXEHHBIX BOAY BO3AT. KTO X Tenepb 3HaeT, YTo OH paHbllle KpacaBieM ObLl, a He
3THM BOT. ..

— Kem? — BHe3anHo 3aMHTepecoBaiach A0 Toro Monvasmas Miubaa. Bo Bpems 31Ol BbIHYX-
JEHHOM OCTAaHOBKHM OHAa pacCMaTpHBajia BHCSIIEE Ha CTEHE MOJOTHO B TSKEJIOW cepeOpsHOM pame.
Ha kapTtuHe ObLTM HApUCOBAHBI TOPHI U TPOIA, CITYCKAIOMIASICS MEXIY CKaJl BHU3 K KPOIIEYHOMY
TOPOJIKY, YTONAIOIIEMY B 3€JIeH! caJoB. BO3MOXHO, eif 0 4eM-TO TOBOPWJI 9TOT NEH3ax, a MOXeT,
OHa MPUAMPUYMBO MCKANA ML B PE3HBIX 3aBUTYIIKAX 0OPaMIISIIOIIEH KAPTHUHY PaMBl.

Koneuno, Bepa He Bbliepkasia ¥ pacckasaia mpo roio3ajgoro Mmyrncuka ¢ KpbUIbsIMH, TaCKalo-
IIEro ¢ coOOM JIyK M CTpeJibl, MPaBa B3sIB C JAEBYIIEK oOelaHue HUKOMY OOoJIbIIie 00 3TOM He TOBO-
PUTH U HE JIPa3HUTh STUM HECUACTHOTO AMypa.

[Noxuxukas Haj OOIIUM CEKPETUKOM, OHHU TOIILIY AANIbIIE, Ty, T/1e HeJaBHO CKPBUICS 3 TIOBO-
POTOM KOPHIOPA PBIKUI XBOCT ObIBILIET0 OokecTBa. PaccmarpuBasi monajaomumecs 1o MmyTH JeTaau
MHTEphepa, OHU 00CYXKJAITH, UTO K€ 32 OXPaHy BBIACIMI UM HEKPOMAHT, €CJIU 3TO, KaK MTPOTOBOPHJICS
KOT, COBCEM HE CKEJIETHI.

— Hy siBHO %e He 30MOH, — noexuinack Bepouka. — OHM ke I0JKHBI BOHSITh, phlYaTh U, MOXET,
eIlle XPHUIETh «MO3TU-U-H».

Ona n306pa3usia repes 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIMU OAPBIITHAMHU XYALIYI0 BEPCHIO TAKOTO 30MOSIIIKH
13 BTOPOCOPTHOTO (prjIbMa YKacoB: 3aKOBBUISLIA 11O KOPUAOPY CO CKIIOHEHHOM HAOOK TOJIOBOH, MCKa-
JKEHHBIM JIMIIOM, BBITSIHYTHIMU PYKaMH CO CKPIOYEHHBIMHU MaJbI[AMU U XPUIUIO CHIIS TIPECIOBYTOE
«MO-O3Ir'u-"u-m».

OTKyna-To BbILEIINIMNA K HAM B KOPUJOP HEONO3HAHHBIN CKEJIET MCIIYTaHHO IIapaxHyJICs
00paTHO, 3aKpbUI JBEpPb M SBCTBEHHO IIEJKHYJI 3aMKOM, 3alApasich B MOMEIIEHUH TOJ BeCebli
APYKHBIIA XOXOT. MyXHHa U MOAyMaTh HE MOIJIa, YTO ee Mapojarst Ha 30MOU BHI30BET MAHUKY Y MECT-
HBIX JIAKEEB.

Ha KpbUIbII0 HAIA AaMBbl BBHIIIUIA B TPEKPACHOM PACTIONIOKEHUH JyXa U 3aMepiIv B BOCXHUIIIE-
HUH.

Kapera, npenocraBieHHast UM XO35IMHOM JI0OMa, CJIOBHO COIILIa CO CTPAHUI] KHUTH CKa30K. Bepa
JIMuTprieBHa He 3HaJla, KaK¥e SMOIMU UCIIBITHIBATN OCTAJIbHBIE, HO ¥ HEee BO3HUKJIO UMEHHO TaKoe
OLIYyILIEHUE.

OrpomHbie KoJieca, Mo30JI0YeHHasi pe3b0a, M3SIIHBIE OKOIIEUYKH, 3aAepPHYThe OApXaTHBIMU
BUIIIHEBBIMU LITOPKAaMH, 3HAKOMBbII (PUT'YPHBIN CUMBOJT Ha ABEPLIE — ¥ HA/1yThIN PbLKUI KOT, pasJyier-
IIMICS HA MECTe Kydepa Ha MOyIIeuKe U3 OISTh jKe BUIIHEBOro Oapxara.

Jlomaay, yepHble, ¢ JJOCHSIIENCS MIePCThIO, ObLIH 3ampsiKeHbI IyTOM. YTIPsIKb BCEH IIECTEPKU
CKaKyHOB OJ1ecTe1a Ha COJTHIIE 30JI0TOM U Mepliajia BCTaBJIEHHBIMU B Hee KpuctayulaMu. CyaTaHoB U3
nepbeB Ha KOHCKUX rosioBax Bepa JIMUTpueBHa U BOBCE HE OKHAJIA.

«[lapaaHelii BeI€37, YTO JIM, HAM NPUTOTOBUIM? 3aueM? — HegoyMeBasla OHa. — Tak TOJNBKO
Pa300MHKMKOB MPHBJIEKATh, aK OCJETUISIET TaKask POCKOIIb».

JIuIb MOKOCHBIIMCH Ha CHSTIONTYIO0 MaJIeHbKYI0 X1JIb, BO BCE IJIa3a Pa3IJIsiIbIBAIOILYI0 SKHIIAK,
Bepa [ImutpueBHa cooOpasuiia, 4To CypOBbI HEKPOMAHT IIPOCTO 3aX0TeJ MOPaioBaTh 104b. Perm
JaTh eil TOYyBCTBOBATH ceOsI ManmyJIMHON puHIeccol. Buammo, B rpyam Azpaiita MopOeiiHa 6uioch
noo6poe, modsiiee, HeKHOE cepirie.

— A kak mbl oegem? ['ie ke oxpaHa U Kyuep? — CIyCKasiCh CO CTyIEHEK, MOMHTEPECOBAIACh
Bepouka y KoTa, OTBepHYBIIEroCs MPY UX MPUOTMKEHUH.

Koctnsasrble nanpunku MIbapl TyT ke MOAEprajiy ee 3a pyKaB, a Yeperl B HeJIETIOM YeTlle KUBHYT
Ky/1a-TO B CTOPOHY, TJIe TOJI Pa3pOCIIMMUCS IepeBbsMU Jiekasa Tycrasi TeHb. C TpaBbl OECIIyMHO
CTaJIM TIOMHUMATKCS JIO TOTO HE 3aMEYEHHBIE el MACCUBHbIE KPYIHbIE (DUTYpBI, OT BUA KOTOPBIX Yy
Bepouku KpoBb 3aCThbijIa B KUJIaX.
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I'nasa 7

YecTHO roBOpsI, TENEPh MBICIb O pa300WHHUKAX, KOTOPbIE MOTYT MOKYCUTHLCS Ha 30JI0TOE BEJH-
KOJIETIME MX 9KMIaxa, Ka3aiaach Bepe [IMutpreBHe coBceM HeyOeauteabHoOi. Ee BoIMenn aByxmer-
POBBIE LIMPOKOILIEYHE (PUTYpPhl B YEPHBIX I11AIIAX C KAITIOIIOHAMM, U3-TIOJl KOTOPbIX OeseIn MacCUB-
Hble KOCTSIHBIE UEJIIOCTU C KJIBIKAMU, U TOpYalllde U3-3a UX CIKMH Ha MaHep OOLMIIAHHBIX KypPUHBIX
KPBUIBIILIEK OCTpPbIE JIE3BUSI.

3penuine ObUIO BechbMa 3JI0Bellee, a C yU4eTOM Toro, 4to Bepouke ¢ mepemnyry mokasasioch,
Oy/ITO 3THX UYy[0-10]] CTPAIIHEHbKUX 11eJ1asl TOJIMA, TO ¥ BOBCE KOLIMap HasBy.

Bnpouem, naHuka ncrnapuiiach Tak ke, Kak U Hadyanach, CTOMJIO UIYIIEMY BIEPEAr UHIUBULY
OTKMHYTb KaIIOIIOH. YMMJIbHBIM aHTE€JIOYKOM B MEpBIIIKAX OH, KOHEYHO, HE CTajl U CBEpPKHYJ Ha
TIOJIOTNIEYHBIX KEHIMH aJIbIMM IJIa3aMM, HO MO KpailHell Mepe Tenepb BBIACHWIIOCh, YTO MX OXpaHa
COCTOMUT U3 )KUBBIX JIIOZIEH, @ HE MOHCTPOB.

To, uro Bepa npuHsia 3a 4emocTb, OKa3aJoCh HUKHEN YacThl0 KOCTSHOTO IIJIeMa U3 yeperna
KaKOH-TO XHUIITHOW 3BEPIOTH C KJIBIKAMH, a TIOJ HUM CKPBIBAJIOCH OJIeTHOE JIMLIO MYKYMHBI C TaTyH-
POBKaMHM Ha IlIeKax.

— 310 OOMIIBI KJIaHA HUY, — HEOKUJAHHO COM3BOJIII OAETUTHCS MH(pOopMaluei kot. Buanumo,
BBIpKEHHE MCITyTa Ha Jinie Bepouku mposmino 6anb3am Ha ero cepaue U CMsrYuiio oOuIy Karpus-
Horo 6oxectBa. — CuibHelMe ¥ HenoAkynHenme. OHY HECKOJIBKO BEKOB Ha3ajl MOCEIMIINCh Ha
3eMJIsIX posia MopOeiHOB, OXpaHsisi pyOexku, a KOrja B CeMbe POUJICS HEKPOMAHT, MOCIAJH JTyYIIuX
BOMHOB CJIY’KUTh TOMY, KOT'O OTMETHJIa CBOEW MUJIOCTBIO IpeKpacHas e CMepTh.

«[TOHATHO, KYJIBTUCTBI KaKUe-TO», — MPO cebs MPOKOMMEHTHpOBaIa MyXHHA MOTyYEeHHYIO
MH(OPMALMIO, HE PUCKHYB YTO-TO BAKHYTb BCIYX B IPUCYTCTBUM STHX HEBEJOMBIX HUY.

CypoBble [11€9KM TOCHUMAJIM KAITIOIIOHBI U, TTOfOWAsT OMike, Jaxe CTAIlyIN nuieMsl. Vx
OKa3aJIoch Bcero cemepo. JIbichle OesToKOKHe aTbOMHOCH C YePHBIMU NMMCbMEHAMHU Ha JIUIAX, TOYTH
O/IMHAKOBbIE, yXke Tak He myraju. CTpaHHblE JIe3BUs 32 CHMHOW OKa3aJuCh KOPOTKMMH KOCaMH,
CKPpETIEHHBIMHM 32 KOHIIbI APEBKOB Haroioore HyH4akoB. Kak 31u pebsiTa He nepepaHuiz BCeX OKpy-
KaoIMX 1 cebsl 3a0/1HO, ObUIO HEMOHSATHO. Bripoyem, Kak MCHOIb30BaTh B OO0 TAKYIO K30THUKY —
TOXE.

— Ilopa exarb, — cMOTp# CIOBHO CKBO3b Bepy [IMUTpHeBHY, Npon3Hec IIaBHBIN B 3TOH ToIl-
KOMIIAHWM, HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO He oOpalasich U He COM3BOJIMB NpencTaBuThcs. — Caautech B
Kapery.

CrnopuTh ¢ HUM, KOHEYHO, HUKTO HE CTall.

OpnuH 13 HUY, IIyraHyB AMypa, JJOBKO 3aCKOYMJI Ha OOJIyYOK U B3sJ1 B pyKU BOAKH. OcCTalib-
Hble, TIocjie Toro kak Bepa, Xwiib 1 Wibaa 3aHs1M CBOM MeCTa, BHICTPOWIIMCH MO TPOE MO OOKam OT
IKUMAXKA.

Ha yem onm noeayT, ObUTO HEMOHATHO JO TeX MOP, MOKa KapeTa He TPOHYJIACh C MecTa.

Bepouka, HEKYJIbTYpHO pacKkpbiB poOT, ISUIMJIACh B OKHO Ha 4y[qHOe 3penuile. BuaHble ¢ ee
CTOPOHBI TP 3JOPOBEHHBIX MY’KHKa BCKayb HECIUCh BPOBEHb C HAOPABIUIMM CKOPOCTb KHUIIAKEM.
UepHble TUIalM pa3BEBAIMCh 32 HUMM, KaK KpPblLIbsl, XMIIHO CKAIMWINCh BHOBb HAJIEThIE LUIEMBI, 1
OnecTtesu JIe3BUs KOC.

Ciyuuch 1 IpaB/ia o 10pore Kakasi OaHAUTCKas 3acaja, pa300MHUYKOB Obl POAMMYMK XBaTHII
OT TaKoro 3pesmiia. Bee, 4To oHM cMoIM OBl clie1aTh, — 3TO MOAXBATUThH B KYCTUKAX IPECIOBYTYIO
MeJBEXKbIO OOJIE3Hb ¥ IPUKUHYTHCS TPUOOYKAMH.

— Tetb Bepa, — 3arepedua MyxuHy Xuiib, OTB/IEKas €€ OT OKOLIKA, — & OHU KTO, 3T ASIIeUKU ?
U 3aueM OHM Ha JIMIIAaX 3HAKU HApucoBaIM? A Kak UX 30BYT?
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JleBuy1ke ObUIO Bee yxkacHO oOorbsITHO. Kapera nita ruiaBao. Masbliika yxe ycresna 3ariie-
CTU B KOCUYKY OaxpOMy Ha IITOPKE, OOHAPYXKUTh, UTO TIOJl CHJICHBEM CTOUT ITyCTOM CYHJYK, TTOTHC-
KaJla HeJIOBOJIbHOTO TAKMM MaHUOpaTCTBOM AMypa 1 Jaxe yrpocuia Wibay 1aTh NOMEpUTh YETIHK.
DHeprus y 3ToM ero3bl Ouiia yepe3 Kpam, U IPOCTO TaK exaTh peOeHKy ObUIO CKYYHO.

— HagepHoe, Tak HaJ0, — TOJILKO M MOTJIa OTBETUTH Bepa. — {1 ke ux Toxe B MepBbIil pa3 BUKY.
ITO y HUX HAJO CIPAIIUBATh.

—Ilg-¢... OHu Bam He OTBETAT, — TYT ke (PBIPKHYJI KOT. — BBl jKe KEHIIMHBI, @ OHU BOVHBI.

— A 47O, XeHIMHBI yXe He moau? Mbl He 3acily’)KUBaeM, 4TOObl C HAMHU pa3roBapuBayv? —
Bepouka HEMpUATHO MOPa3UIaCh TAKUM IIOBUHUCTCKMM 3aMaIllKaM.

— Jlromu, HO He BouHBI. JJoKakellb, 4To y TeOs1 ceparie Ooiia 1 Iyia BOMHa, — OyAelb UMETh
MpaBo Ha BOIpPOCHL. M TeOsi JOKHA KaK-TO OTMETUTh cama Jieau CmepTh. YBaxkeHue HUY HaJIo
3aCITykKUTh, BepyHUHK, a MoKa Thl JUIsl HUX TIPOCTO IIEHHBIN OXpaHsieMblii rpy3. KTo ke ¢ Beramu
Oyner Gecenpl Bectr? — [llepcTrcThiil BOOOpaskaia ropao 3a1paji HOC, KU9ach CBOEH OCBEJOMIIEHHO-
CTBIO.

— A THI MOXeIllb Y HUX CIIPOCUTH? — XUJIb TYT e YMYAPHIIACh CITYCTUTh €ro ¢ HeOec Ha 3eMITIO.

Koty ¢ HeyIoBOIbCTBIEM MPUIILIIOCHh TIPU3HATHLCS, YTO U OH B IIa3aX OXPaHbl MAJIO OTJIMYACTCS
M0 CTaTyCy OT KEHIIWH, HeCMOTPsI Ha OBIBIIYI0 OOKECTBEHHOCTh M MYKCKOH moji. Tak yro Amyp
OTISITh HAJYJICS ¥, CBEPHYBIIKCH KJTyOKOM Ha CUIEHBE KapeThl, CleNial BUjI, OyITO yMasiICs U CIIHT.

UroOsl ckpacuTh fopory, MyxuHa pelmia paccka3aTh BOCIIUTAHHUIIE YTO-HUOYIb U3 3EMHBIX
CKa30K M, HEJIONTO AyMasi, BRIOpasia cKasky mpo 3omymky. Eif mokazanock, 4To UCTOpuUs PO 100pyIo
Y TPYAOTIOOMBYIO JIEBYIIIKY, 3aBOEBABIIYIO JTIOOOBb MPHHIIA, HOJKHA TOHPABUTHCS XWUJIb.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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