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AHHOTaAMSA

Maku 1BETYT TOJIBKO TaM, Tjie MPOJIIACh KPOBb.

BecHa — 3TO He TOJIBKO TEIIO M CONHIE. DTO cienka. [peBHUi
noroBop mexxay borom Ceera u boruneit Xonona. Bekamu oy xuu
B CTpaxe Mnepel UX CUIIOW, 3Has: oka Kpyr BpemeH Bpaiaercs, Mbl
B 6€30MacHOCTH.

Ho uTo, eciu apeBHMii Taner 60roB — 310 Joxkb? OfHa ommoOKa,
ONUH JEep3KUi B3IJISAA, OJVH 3allpeTHHIA TOIENyid — U paBHOBECHE
pyxHet. [lpeBHee MpOpOUYECTBO HAUMHAET COBIBATHCS: 3UMa HE YXOIIMT,
a Ha MPOTAIMHAX BMECTO MOJICHE)XHUKOB BCXOAAT KPOBABO-KpAaCHbIE
Maku. Kto-To 6pocun Be3oB Hebecam. U Tenepb HaM BceM MPeICcTOUT
y3HATb IIeHy THEBa OOTOB.
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IHoanna KacsiIMKHHA
IloJge makoB.
OQ0bATHS BECHBI

IIpoaor. Kpyr Bpemén

[oBopsT, 4TO BecHa — 3TO ynmbiOka Gora Apwmsl. ['oBopsrT,
YTO 3UMa — TO XOJIoAHble 00BATUS OoruHu Mapensl. Ham ropo-
PAT, UTO UX COI03 — 3TO CBALIECHHBIN TaHEll, NOJAEPKUBAIOLINN
*«u3Hb. Ham sryt. Crapas JlomHa 3Hasa npasay. B Tor Beuep,
KOIZIa OHa LIBBIPHYJIA B KOCTEP IOJIBIHB, 3ACTABUB IIJIaMs1 B3pe-
BETb, MBI [IOHAJIA: UX COI03 — 3TO TIOPbMA. — SIpUIIO JOJIKEH yH-
T K Hel, 4TOObl MUP HE PyXHYJI, — LIeNTala TPaBHULA, U TEHU
isicaiy Ha e€ yuue. — be3 cmepru Het poxaeHusa. — Ho yro,
€CJIM OH HE 3aX04eT YXOAUTh? — CIIPOCUJIA S TOrIa, ele NIynas
u cMmenas. — Yro, ecnu KTo-TO pa3opser 3ToT Kpyr? JlomHa 1o-
CMOTpeJIa MHE TIPMO B I71a3a, U B €€ B3IVIAAE S yBUJENA Iene-
muie. — Torma, neBovka, Mup 3axJjieOHercs. Maku mpopacTyT
CKBO3b CHET M Oy/IyT IIBECTH Ha KPOBH.



Yacte 1. Becna

I'maBa 1

JlepeBHs1 Tyaena, Kak pacTpeBOKeHHbIN yinel. CMmeX, MecHH,
3BOHKHE JIEBUYBU TOJI0CA PA3HOCUJIMCH HAJl 130aMHU, TJie JIbIM U3
TpyO Melacs ¢ 3araxoM CBexux OMMHOB M Ména. Ha mormanu
TIBLTAJI KOCTPBI, TUIAMs JI3aJI0 He0O, a MCKPBI B3JIeTaiu, Oy/-
TO 3BE3/IbI, PEIIUBIIUE CITyCTUThCS HA 3eMITIO. JIeBYIIIKY B BEH-
Kax W3 COJIOMBI U SIPKUX JIGHT KPYXKWINCh B XOPOBOJAX, I00KU
BUXPUJINCh, KaK CHEKHBIE BUXPHU. MYyKUUHBI B IIBETHBIX KadTa-
Hax, paclIUThIX y30paMu, IOAOPACHIBAJIH APOBA B OTOHb M TPOM-
KO XOXOTAJIN, TIOXBAJISISICh, KTO JTAJIbIIE TIPHITHET Yepe3 KOCTEP.

Macienviia Obl1a B cCaMOM pasrape — pa3JHUK MPOIIaHus C
3UMOU W BCTPEUU BECHBI.



Ha kpaio momaau, 6mvske K TEMHOMY Jiecy, CTOSIIO 4ydesio
Mapensl. ConomenHasi ¢purypa B 6e0M I1aThe, C BEHKOM M3
CYXHX BETOK, CMOTpEJa Ha TOMIY MyCThIMU IM1azamu. E€ nuno,
HacIleX BBIPE3aHHOE M3 JIepeBa, Kasaoch CBeTo3ape CIMIIKOM
’KMBBIM — Oy[ITO OOTMHS Clle[IIa 32 BecesibeM, He 0100psisl ero.
JleBy1IKa KyTajaach B IIEPCTSIHOM TUIATOK, €€ MaJiblibl HEPBHO Te-




peOuTn Kpaii Kockl. BOKpyT Bce paioBasvch, e, OOHUMAIUCh,
a B e€ rpyau OyJTO 3Usijia IyCTOTa, XOJIOHAsI, KaK 3UMHUI BETep,
YTO BCE €€ NPATAJICA B TEHSAX.

— CBero3apa, uam k Ham! — KpukHyna Jlaga, e€ noapyra c py-
MSIHBIMM IIEKaMU ¥ cMeloIuMucs riazamu. OHa yike BIUiesia B
KOCY aJIylo JIEHTY U Terepb KPYKUIach C APYTUMHU JEBYIIKAMU,
aepxkach 3a pyku. — He croit cronbom, BecHa ripurinia!

Cgeto3apa BbljaBuiIa yabIOKy, HO Iara He caenana. E€ ce-
PO-3€eJIEHBIE [J1a3a CKOJIb3HY/IM MO CUSIIOIIUM OT CUACTbs JIULIAM
¥ OCTaHOBWJIMCH Ha uydesie MapeHsl. OToHb yxe mogoupacs K
€ro TMOJIONY, U COIOMA 3aHsJ1ach, BRIOPACHIBAs B HEOO CHOI MCKP.
Tonmna B3peBena, 3anesna rpoMye, PUBETCTBYS yXOI 3UMbI. «Jla
crunet xonon! [Ia npua€r terio!» — Kpruyaau My KUUHBI, a KEH-
IIMHBI MOIXBAThIBAJIM, UX T0J0CA CIIMBAJIMCH C TPECKOM ILIaMe-
HU.

Ho Csero3apa He uyBcTBOBasa Teria. OHa cMoTpeia, Kak 4y-
YeJio TOPUT, U €l UyAWuJIOCh, YTO B OTHE MEJIbKAIOT TEHU — He
IIPOCTO OTOJIECKH, & YTO-TO JKUBOE, XOJIONHOE, HaOmopaoiee. B¢
najblibl CXKAJIM TUIATOK CUJIbHEE, a CEpALE KOJIbHYJIO TPEBOTOM,
OyATO KTO-TO IIEMHYJI: «3UMa ellE 3AeCh».

Cgero3apa oToluia OT Kpas IUIOLAAH, I1e Tyaea Npa3iHuK,
Y HaIlpaBWIACh K MIATPY TpaBHUIIB [JJoMHbI. TaM, B TeHU, Taxjio
CYLIEHBIMU TPaBaMU U CMOJIOW, a CyeTa JEPEeBHU Ka3ajlach YyTh
tuie. JIoMHa cujena Ha HU3KOM JIaBKE, €€ y3J10BaThie MaJlblibl
JIOBKO TepeOrpaliv IyYKH ITOJIBIHU U 3Bepo0ost. Psamom crosim
[JIMHSIHBIE TOPILIKU C OTBApaMU, OT KOTOPBIX MOAHUMAJICS JIET-



KU1 I1ap, a Ha 3eMJIe JIE)KaIU KOP3UHBI C KOpeHbsIMU. [leTH, Kati-
JIIOUIUE MOCJIe 3MMHMX XOJIOA0B, NOAXOAWIN K Heu, U JloMHa,
BOpYa, HO C JOOPOTOM, BIMBAJIA UM B PThl TOPbKKE HACTOUKHU.

— Hy, neBwuiia, He cToii croindoM, — 6pocuia JlomHa, He TOTHU-
Masi 171a3 oT paboThl. — [Tofait MHE BOH Ty KOP3HMHY, C POMAIITKOM.

Ceero3apa MOCIyIIHO HIarHy/ia BOEpEd, NPOTAHYIa KOP3UHY
Y OCTaJIach PsJIOM, IOMOTrasi packJjabiBaTh TpaBbl. E€ nBUkeHUs
ObLITM TOUHBIMU, IPUBBIYHBIMU — OHA YACTO MIOMOTajia TPABHUIIE,
3Hasl HA3BaHUsl pacTeHun Jydnie MHorux. Ho gake 3nech, cpenu
3HAKOMOTO JIeJ1a, OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 uiHer. CJIOBHO JWKast
TpaBa, YTO PACTET HA KPalo MOJs: KpacuBasi, HO HE K MECTY.

— ThI yero takas cmypHas? — JloMHa HakoOHel| B3IJISIHYJIa Ha
HEE, NpUILYpUBIIKCE. — MacneHuia ke, BecHa uaer. Bee pany-
I0TCs, @ THI OYATO Ha MOXOPOHAX.

Ceerozapa noxana rjedamu, otBoas B3sa. Ha mmomanu
JEBYILIKM CHOBA 3aKPYKUJIUCh B XOPOBOJIE, X CMEX 3BEHEJ, KaK
KOJIOKOIbUMKU. JIaza rmoriMasta e€ B3riisa 1 nomaxasia, Ho CBeTo-
3apa JIMIb KUBHYJIA B OTBET. El XOTEJIOCh paCTBOPUTHCS B ITOM
BeceJbe, CTaTh TAKOM JKe, KaK OHU, — JIETKOH, 0€33a00THO, CBO-
eil. Ho 4To-TO BHYTpH, CIIOBHO HEBUIMMAs CTE€HA, IEPXKAJIO €€ B
CTOpOHE.

— 4 Gyaro dykas B CBOEM JIoMe, — THXO CKa3ajla OHa, IJIss
Ha CBOM PYKH, UCTIAYKaHHbIE COKOM TpaB. — Bce notot, cmerorcs,
a ... He Mory. CJI0BHO He [1711 MEHS 3TOT MPa3JHUK.

JloMHa XMBIKHYJIA, HO B €€ Ila3aX MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb TOHUMA-
HuUs. OHa OTJIOKWJIA ITYYOK TPaB U MOTSHYJIACH K TOPIIKY, TTOMe-



1IMBasi OTBap.

— He Bcem BecHa panocTb, — mpodopMoTania oHa. — EcTh Ta-
KM€, KaK Thbl, — CJIMIIKOM 4yTKue. CIblar, 4To Apyrue He Clibl-
mat. Bundr, uyro apyrue He Bugat. 1o gap, Ceerosapa. U Gpe-
M.

Caero3apa xoTesa OTBETUTD, HO CJIOBA 3aCTpsM B ropie. OHa
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha IUIOIIA/b, IJI€ OTOHb OKUPAJT Yyyuesno MapeHsl,
Y TIOYYBCTBOBaJIa XOJIOIOK B I'pyIu. ByATOo KTO-TO CMOTpen Ha
He€ u3ganeKa, U3 TeHH, IJie elié He pacTasil 3SMMHUM CHer.

Oronsp B3peBed, Korja IpoBa noj yyvyesnoM MapeHsl HakOHell
3aHSUTNCh MO-HACTOsIIEMY. VICKpbl B3METHY/IMCh B HEOO, CIIOB-
HO CTasi OTHEHHBIX MTHULI, a TOJIA B30PBAJIaCh KPUKaMU PaiOCTH.
«['opu, 3uma! Yxomu, MapeHa!» — peBed My KUdHBI, IOA0Opa-
ChIBasl B IUIAM$ CYXU€ BETKU. sKEHIIMHBI XJIONAaIM B JIAJOUIH, a
JIETU TPbITaN, NbITASICh AOTSHYTHCS O MCKP. 3amax ropesou
COJIOMBI CMENIAJICSI C ApOMaTOM OJIMHOB, M BO3JyX CTaJl I'yCThIM,
NOYTH Ocsi3aeMbIM. Uydesio Kopunsioch B OTHE, ero Oesoe IiaThe
YEPHEJIO, a ICPEBSIHHOE JIMIIO TasyIo, UCKAXKasCh B IpUMAace.

Caeto3apa noporuia ke, MPUBJICUEHHAS STUM 3PEITUIIEM.
E€ ma3a He oTppIBaIMCh OT IJIAMEHH, T/i€ TEHU IUISCAIIH, CILIe-
TasiCh B cTpaHHble (hopMbl. Bapyr B camom cepalie KocTpa e
MOYYAWIOCh HEUTO KUBOE — KEHCKUI OOJIMK, BBHICOKUH U CTPOM-
HBIM, C PAa3BEBAOIIMMUCSA YEPHBIMUA BOJIOCAMHU, CJIOBHO KPbLIbs
BopoHa. Tenp Mapensi? [leByilika MOpruyJia, HO BUJIEHUE HE UC-
4e3JI0: OHO CMOTPEJIO Ha He€ U3 OTHSI, IJ1a3a ero ObUTH JIe/ISTHbI-
MU, a TyOBI IIIeBEJIMJINCh, XOTSI HU 3BYKa He IOHOCHIoch. Cepiie



CBeTo3aphbl 3aKOJIOTHIIOCH, KaK MOMMaHHAas ITUIA, U OHA CJelia-
Jia [ar Ha3ajl, CHOTKHYBIIUCh O KOPEHb.

Berep Haneren nopslBOM, pa3ayBas IjlaMsi, U B €ro IIyMe eu
MOC/BIIIAJICS MIENMOT — TUXMH, HO SICHBIM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CTOSII
y camoro yxa: «Tel Hapymmmb Kpyr». CoBa 3XOM OTJAINCh B
rOJIOBE, XOJIOAHBIE, KaK MHEU Ha pacceere. CBeTo3apa OrvisHy-
JlaCh — BOKPYT TOJIBKO CMEIOIIUECS JIMIIA, HUKTO HE CMOTpPEJT Ha
HEE, HUKTO He menTail. Jlaga BCE enie Kpyxuaach B XOpOBOJE, a
JloMHa CTIOKOMHO pasnmBajia oTBaphl. «Ilokazanock,» — nmogyma-
Jia IeBYIIIKA, MbITASICh YHATb JPOXb B pykax. Ho meénor He yxo-
JIWJ1, OH 3aTawicsl B TPy, Kak cemsi, FOToBoe mpopacTtu. OroHb
MOKpaJl 4yyesio 10 KOHIIA, OCTaBUB JIMIIIb TJICIOIINE YIJIH, a Be-
TEP YHEC IENEN B HOYb.

[Tnamst KocTpa yracyio, OCTaBUB TOCe ceOsl TIEIoIIre YIJIH,
HO Becesibe He yTuXJ0. Molonéxb coOpaiach y Jpyroro Orss,
TIOMEHbIIIE, Ha Kpalo IJIOIIA/IH, T/Ie JpOoBa ObUIM CIIOKEHBI B aK-
KypatHblil Kpyr. [1apHu U IEBYIIKY BHICTPOUJIVCH B psifl, pa3zoe-
rasch 10 OYEPEeIU W MIpbIras 4yepe3 Iiams — APEBHUM PUTYAI
OUMILICHUS], YTOOBI CKeUb 3UMHUE Oe/Ibl U BOUTH B BECHY UHCThI-
MU, KaK HOBOPOXXJEHHbIE JIUCThsI. CMeX pa3HOCUJICS 9XOM, KTO-
TO MaJajl , HO BCTaBaJl, OTPSIXUBASICh U X0X04a eIie€ rpomye. Jla-
JIa IPBITHYJIA TPAIO3HO, €€ I00Ka B3METHYJIACh, KaK KPbUIbs Oa-
004KH, U ToJNMA 3aarutoaupoBaia. «OQuuctunacs! Tenepsb sxeHU-
Xa KA !» — Kpuyaiu MoJpyru, U Bce BOKPYT CUSLIIU OT PajlOCTH,
JIMLIA pyMsiHbIE OT ’Kapa U BUHA.

Cgeto3apa CTosIa B CTOPOHE, Y CTaporo 3adbopa, OruieTéHHO-



ro rmomoM. OHa He MPUCOEIMHWIACH K MpbIKKaM, XoTs Jlana
3Bajia e€ IBax/Ibl. Betep Tpenan e€ BOJIOCH, BHIOUBAsI MPS/IN U3
KOCBI, U OHU T1a/IaJTU Ha JIMIIO, KaK TEHW OT Ha/IBUTAIOIIUXCS TYY.
HeBymika oOxBaTuiIa ceOsi pyKaMu, IMbITasiCh COrPEThCs, HO XO-
JIOIl BHYTPY HE YXOIIWJI — OH CHJEJ TIIyOOKO, KaK KOpeHb B 3eM-
Jie. Bokpyr Bce nenm cTapylo ecHIO 0 BECHE, CJIOBa KOTOPOU BU-
JIUCh B BO3/yXE, KaK JIbIM: «3UMa CropeJia, Terio MpUIILIo, Cepi-
I1a pacuBeTyT, Kak Mak B moJyie». Ho qyis CBeto3aphl 3TH cjioBa
OBLIU TTYCTBIMH, CJIOBHO 3XO B IMyCTOM U30e€.

Bnpyr Ha 3a00p psIOM ¢ Hell OITyCTHIICSI BOPOH — YEPHBIN, KaK
HOYb, C OJIECTAIIMMHU IJIa3aMHU, YTO OTPAXKaIM OTOJIECKH KOCTpA.
OH KapKHYJ pa3, IOTOM elllg, FPOMKO U pe3Ko, OyITo rpeaynpe-
KAl 0 4€M-10. CBETO3apa B3IpPOrHya, €€ B3IV METHYJICA K
NITULE, U HA MUT €M M0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BOPOH CMOTPUT MPSIMO Ha
He€, He murasi. HUKTO BOKpYT He 3aMeTu1 — MOJIOAEKb TTPOAOII-
’Kaja npeiratb, CMesIThbCsl, OOHMMAThCA Y OrHsl. Jlajga KpyKuiach
C KaKMM-TO MapHEM, UX CHJIy3Thl CJIMBAIMCH B TaHIE. A BOPOH
KAapKHYJI B TPETUM pa3 W B3MaxHYJ KPbUIbSIMHU, HO HE YJIETEll,
JIMIIIb TIEPeCTynuI 1o 3a00py Onuke. Xosoa mpodexa Mo Criu-
HE JICBYIIIKHW, U OHA IIenHysaa: «Yiau...» Ho ntuma He mociy-
I1aJ1aCh, a BETEP YCHIIWIICS, HECsI C COOOH 3amax IOk /1sl K 4Yero-To
JpeBHET0, 3a0BITOTO.

Becenbe Ha mionaam J0CTUIIIO TMKA, Korjaa crapocta MupoH
BBIIIEN BIIEpEN, MogHuMasi pyku K HeOy. Ero Gopona, cemast u
rycrasi, Tpeneraja Ha BETpY, a IoJIoc IpeMell HaJl TONIOM, repe-
KpbiBasi cMex U niecHu. OH ObUT B CBOEM JTyulnieM KadTaHe, pac-



IIMTOM 30JIOTBIMU HUTSIMU, M BCE 3aTUXJIM, YBAXKUTEJILHO CKJIO-
HHB TOOBBI. MHUpPOH OOBEN B3MISIOM JIMIIA OTHOCETbYAH — Py-
MSIHBIE OT ’kKapa KOCTPOB, CUSIIOIIUE OT Ha/IEK/bl HA HOBBIH TOfI.
JleTn npusKainch K MaTepsM, a MOJIOAEKb 3aMepiia B OKUIAHUH.

— 3uMa yIa, BECHAa Npyiuia! — MpoBO3IJIACKII OH TBEPABIM,
Kak J1y0, ronmocom. — [la Oynmer tak Bcerma! Ilycth peku paszo-
JIBIOTCS, TIOJ151 3a3€JIEHEIOT, a Cep/ila HAIllM HATIOHATCS TETUIOM.
Boru ycibimar Hac, ¥ Kpyr BpeMEH MpoAoKuTCs 6e3 cooeB!

Tonma B3peBesia B OTBET, 9XOM MOBTOPSIsl €ro cjioBa. Myx-
YUHBI XJIONAJIH TIO TJIeYaM, KEHIIHBl OOHUMAJIHCh, a IETH BHU3-
a1 OT BOCTOPra, Kujaasi B BO3/1yX MOC/eIHUE KyCKU OJMHOB.
OroHpb Ha IUIOIIAJM yracay, HO UCKPHI €I1I€ TaHILIEBAJIU B BO3/Y-
X€, CJIOBHO Mpouiasich ¢ 3uMou. [Ipa3qHuK MoAXOAWI K KOHILY,
¥ JIIOIY HavaJld PacXOAMThCS MO M30am, YHOCS C COOOM Terio
KOCTpOB M oOemianue BecHbl. Jlaga, 3ambixaBiiascsi OT TaHIIEB,
nonoesxana k CBero3ape, cxBaTuia e€ 3a pyky.

— Ioipaém, nonpyra! Ei€ He no3/1HO NPHITHYTh Y€PE3 OTOHb,
ourcTu aynry! — e€ ra3a OnecTeny, MEKHU MbUTANH.

Ho Cgero3apa MSrko BHICBOOOAMIA PYKY, Kadas TOJOBOM.
Ona crosina y 3a060pa, rjie BOPOH HAKOHEI| B3MaXHYJ KPbUIbSIMHU
U yJieTen B HOUb, OCTABUB IOCTIe ceOsl JIMIIIb 9X0 KapKaHbs. [le-
BYIIKA [NOBEPHYJIACH K TJIE0IEMY uyuesny MapeHsl — Ternepb 3To
ObLJ1a JIMINb Ky4a Teruia, YépHast U Oe3KU3HEHHasl, C PeIKUMHU
MCKpaMH, YTO yracajii ofiHa 3a Apyroil. Berep nonxsarbiBait me-
TeJ1, pa3HOCKJI €T0 MO IJIOIAIU, U OH OCE/Iall Ha 3eMJIe, KaK Iep-
BBl cHer. CBeTo3apa cMOTpeJia Ha 9TO, M CTpaHHasi TOCKA CKaJla



€€ Ipydb, CJIOBHO HeBUAMMAas pyka. Bce BOKpyr pajgoBaiuch, a
OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA ITYCTOTY, XOJIOJHYIO U TITyOOKYI0, OY/ITO B TyIIie
€€ 3aTaniach TEHb.

Jlionm yxoaunau, ux rosoca 3aTUXajld B TEMHOTE, a OHA OCTa-
Jlach OfIHA Y OCTBHIBILIErO KocTpa. Berep mienrtan B ymax, U B
€ro MopbIBax €l CHOBA MOYYAWJICA TOT WENOT: «Thl HAPYIIUIIbL
Kpyr». OHa TpsIXHyJ1a TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI HABAXKIEHUE, HO TOCKA
He yxoquia. B e€ cepriie nmouemy-To ObLIO XONOJHO, CIIOBHO 3H-
Ma ell€ He ylua.



I'nasa 2

CosHLIE TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO BBIIVIAHYJIO M3-32 TOPU30HTA, OKpa-
myBasi HeOO B HEXKHO-PO30Bble TOHA, Korna CBeTo3apa BhIIILIA
U3 CBOEH MaJleHbKOW M30bl Ha Kpato AepeBHH. Bo3myx ObLT cBe-
KUM, TIPOTUTAHHBIM 3allaXOM TAIOIIEro CHera W MpoOysKIaio-
nierics 3emuid. Karm ¢ kpelin najiaay ¢ THXUM I1JIECKOM, CIIOBHO
MaJIeHbKHe cepeOpsiHble KOJIOKOIBUMKY, a TI0J, HOTaMU XPYCTel
NOCJIEIHUI JIEN, cAaBasch Terly. Bokpyr paccrunanuch noss,
eme Oesble, HO ykKe C TMATHAMH CHIPOW 3€MJIH, Iie TPOOHBAIIHICH
NIEpBbIE NIOICHE)KHUKH — KPOLLEYHBIE, YIIPSIMbIE, KaK HaJIexK/1a.

JleBy1IKa 111J1a K Jiecy, Hecsl B pyKax IVIMHSHbIA KyBIIWH 15
BOJIBI ¥ KOP3UHKY 1)1 TpaB. E€ TEMHO-pyChIe BOIOCHI, 3aIUIETEH-
HBIE B IPOCTYIO KOCY, CJIeTKa Tpenaj YTPEeHHU! BETEPOK, a Ce-
PO-3€JIEHBIE I71a3a 33AyMYMBO CKOJIB3WIM IO ropu3oHTy. Houb
MacneHuipl eg 3XoM OTAaBajach B €€ Aylle: CMEX MOAPYKEK,
3amax OJIMHOB C MEIOM, TPECK KOCTpa, Tie ropesio uyveno Mape-
Hbl. Bce pagoBanuck, Mpbirajiv 4yepes Iiams, jkejlas OYMILEHU
Y HOBOM JKM3HU. A OHA... OHA CTOsIJIa B CTOPOHE, YYBCTBYs ceOst
4yKOHM, KaK JUKas TpaBa B yxoxeHHOM oropoze. [louemy-to B
e€ cepare He ObUIO TOM JIETKOCTH, 4TO y Apyrux. CIOBHO BHYT-
Y HEE TanJI0Ch YTO-TO JIMIITHEE, HEYMECTHOE, UTO HE MO3BOJIAIIO
CITUTHCS C OOLIUM BECEJILEM.

«MoxeT, 3T0 u3-3a Toro, 4ro s cupora? — nymana CBero3a-



pa, crymnasi o y3KOi TPOIMHKE, Beayllen K peke. — M noro-
MYy, 9TO BCET/a CIIBIITY OOJIBIIIE, YeM roBopsT ciioa? Betep mern-
YeT, BOPOHBI KapKalOT — M MHE KaXXeTCsl, OHU MPeaynpexIaioT
0 4éM-To». OHa B370XHYJIa, MONpaBiss Kocy. [lepeBHs 3a cru-
HOM Kazajach JAJE€KOM, a Jiec BIepeayu MaHW CBOEH TUIITMHOM.
Tam, y peku, OHa Bcerja 4yBCTBOBasa ce0s criokoiHee. Moxer,
CEroJiHs BOAa CMOET 3Ty TOCKY, MU OHA BEPHETCS IOMOM C MOJI-
HBIM KYBIIMHOM Y FOPCThIO CBEXKUX TpaB il JlomHbl. Beab Bec-
Ha TIPUIILIA — TIOPa MPOCHINAThCSI.

CBero3apa OCTAaHOBMJIACH Y CAMOr0 Kpasi peKku, Ie BOja Jie-
HUBO Ji3aJia Oeper, MOKPBITHII TOHKOUN KOpKOii ibaa. Has pekoit
Jiekat OeJIblil TyMaH, TYCTON M XOJIOJHBIN, CJIOBHO CaBaH, YKPbI-
BalOIMA MHUP OT cosHla. OH CTeNUJICS TaK HU3KO, YTO Kacas-
cs1 e€ HOT, U OT 3TOr0 MPUKOCHOBEHHMS TI0 KOXe Mpoderaim My-
paiku. TurHa BOKpyT Obia CTPAHHOM, TOYTH MyTaloIiel — HU
me0eTa MTHUll, HY IIeJIeCTa BeTpa B BETBSAX, JIaXe peKa, OOBIYHO
3BOHKAsl OT HAOETaloIIuX APYT Ha JApyra JbAWH, MoTyasa, Oyaro
3arawia ApixaHue. CBeTo3apa HEBOJILHO CXkaJla PyuKy KyBIIMHA
cuJIbHee, YyBCTBYSI, KaK Cep/lle CTYYHUT B TPYJH, CIOBHO Mpe/-
YYBCTBYS UTO-TO HEM3OEKHOE.

Ona omycTuiach Ha KOJIGHU, CKJIOHSISICh Hall BOJOM, YTOOBI
HaOpaTh €€ B KyBIIWH. XOJIOJ PEYHON Ay OOKET MasbIlbl, U
OHa MOMOPIIWIACH, HO MPOJOJIKUJIA, CTAPAsICh HE 3aMevaTh, Kak
TYMaH KJIyOUTCsl BOKpYT, OyaTo uBoil. E€ oTpaxeHue B Boje
JPOXKAJIO, PACTLIBIBASICh, U BAPYT. .. OHO M3MEeHUJI0Ch. CBeTO3apa
3amepiia, He BepA ia3am. BMecro e€ yivia B BoIe OTpasuiioch



HEUTO MHOE. 30JI0TUCTHIN CBET, Oy/ITO COJTHEUHBIN Ty, BILIETEH-
HBIIl B €€ TeHb, U IJIa3a, ropsiue, Kak Apa ords. OHa axHyJa,
OTIIATHYBILKUCh, U KYBIIUH YyTh HE BBICKOJIb3HYJ U3 pyK. Boza
TUIECHYJIa Ha Oeper, U TaM, IJie Karuii KOCHYJIMCh 3eMJIM, BHe3arl-
HO MPOOWJIUCH KPOILIEUHbIE 3eJIEHBIE POCTKU, CJIOBHO BECHA TO-
ponmiachk POOUTHCS MPSMO Y €€ HOT.

— Yo 310? — NpoluenTaia oHa, orisabBasich. TyMaH He pac-
ceuBasicsl, HO B HEM, Ha JApPYrom Oepery, mpoctynuia gurypa.
FOHoIa B 6es1oii pydaxe, BBIIMTON 30JI0TOM, CTOSIT HETTOBUK-
HO, DI/ psAMO Ha He€. Ero BOJOCH CHsiIM, Kak COJTHEYHbIE
JIy4d, a Ha rojJoBe KpacoBaJICsl BEHOK M3 OlyBaHYMKOB U TO[-
CHEXHUKOB, OyATO OH pUHEC ¢ codoi nieto. Ero rasa, 30m0tu-
CTble, TOpeNu TaK sipko, 4To CBETO3apa MovyBCTBOBAJA TEILIO,
HECMOTPSI Ha XOJI0]] TyMaHa. 3a ero CliMHOM CHET Tasil, OOHaxast
TPaBy, U IIBEThl PACIyCKAINUCh MPSMO IOJ] €ro HOramu, CJIOBHO
3eMJIs1 IPUBETCTBOBAJIA €TO IIary.

Omna He Moria oTBecTH B3I A. CTpax v BOCTOPT CMENIAINCH B
e€ rpyau, 3acTaBsis cepaie outbes ovictpee. Ko on? Bunenue?
Hyx? nu... Ona BcniomHWIa pacckasbl JlomHbl, necHu Macie-
HUIIbI, 1 UMSI CAMO COPBAJIOCH C I'y0:

— dApuno?..



OH yJBIOHYJICS, M OT 3TOU YJBIOKM TyMaH JIPOTHYJ, a peKa
BAPYT 3ariefia, TUXO, HO SICHO, KaK XPYyCTalIbHbIA KoMoKoI. Ce-
TO3apa MOYYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK €€ MaJIblbl APOXKAT, a B IPYIH pas-
JIMBaeTCs TeIJIo, KOTOPOro OoHa He 3Haja npexnje. TymaH men-
JIEHHO OTCTYTIaJI, ¥ COJTHEUHbIE JIyYH TIPOOMIIHCH K BOJIE, 3aCTaB-
5151 €€ UCKpuThcs. Ho B 9TOM CHSIHUM OHA BUjIENA TOJBKO ero —



Y 3HaJIa, YTO STOT MUT U3MEHUT BCE.

OH maray’1 K Bojie, 1 MoJl ero 00CBIMU HOTaMU CHET PacTasi,
oOHaxasl BIXHYIO, TEMHYIO 3eMJTi0. E€ masbIipl cokaiv KyBIIUH
TaK CUJIbHO, YTO [NIMHA CKPUITHYJIA, a Cep1ie OMJIOCh TaK TPOMKO,
YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, €r0 CTYK 3ariyliaeT 3B0H peku. OHa 3Hazia, KTO
OH, — MMl BCTUTBLIO W3 IIYOUH MaMsITH, U3 CKa3zaHuii JJoMHbI, u3
nieceH MacyieHHIIbI, HO OHO OBLIIO CIIUIITKOM OOJIBIITUM, CITAIIIKOM
TSKENBIM 1J151 TOTO MOMEHTA.

Ero B3m1s1/1 HE OTIyCKaJT €€, CUSIIONTUI U SICHBIN, KaK COJIHEY-
HBI JIy4, HO B HEM ObUIa APEBHAS CUJIA, CJIOBHO cama 3eMIS
cMmoTpesia Ha He€ ero rasamu. CBero3apa NOoYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAk
e€ LIEKYU IropsT, a IbIXaHue rnepexBaTbiBaeT. OH MpoAoIKall CTo-
SITh Ha IPYroM Oepery, pa3iei€HHble PeKOi, HO Ka3ajoCh, 4TO
OH Onmxe, 4eM KTo-Tu00 Korpa-imoo Obul. OHa cMoTpesa Ha
Slpuiy, Bc€ emg crosBiiero Ha pyrom oepery. Ero yibiOka Obl-
Jla MSAATKOM, HO B HEW Taujiach CUJIa, OT KOTOPOW BO3/1yX BOKPYT
Kazajcs KUBbIM. Betep, 4To TONBKO YTO Tpenai €€ Kocy, BAPYT
CTUX, OCTaBHMB THUIIMHY, TaKyl0 ITTyOOKYIO, YTO CJIBIIIHO OBLIO,
KaK peKa 3arejia rpoMue, e€ 3BOHKUI rojloc OTpaxaicsi oT Oe-
peroB. TyMaH, 4TO OKyTbIBaJI PEKY, paccesyiCsl OKOHYATEIbHO, U
COJIHEYHbIE JIy4YM XJIBIHYJIM Ha BOJY, MpeBpalias e€ B 3epKajo,
1€ OTPAXaJUCh UX CUIIY3THl — €€, C TEMHO-PYCOU KOCOH, U €TI0,
CHAIOLLIETO, Kak caMo cosHue. CBeTo3apa ovyBCTBOBAA, KaK €€
CepIIe CKaJloch OT CMECH cTpaxa U Boctopra. OHa 60s1ach 3T0-
ro 4yJa — [IBETOB, YTO PACLBETAIM HE B CBOE BPEMSl, PEKH, UTO
TeJsia, Kak )KMBasi, — HO B TO K€ BPEMs HE MOIJIa OTBECTH IJIa3 OT



HEro, OT 3TOrO CBETAa, YTO HAIOJHSLT BCE BOKPYT TEILJIOM.

Peka 3BeHena Bc€ rpomue, U B €€ ronoce Ceero3ape novyans-
csl IENOT — He yrpo3a, a odenanue, kak caM mup. OHa cxana
PYKHU, YyBCTBYsI, KaK XOJIOZl PEUHOW BOJbI HA €€ MaJIblIaX CMEHSI-
eTcsl TeruioM, OyATO ero B3MIsA/ rpel e€ n3HyTpu. OHa Oblia ova-
pOBaHa — €ro CBETOM, €ro CHJION, TEM, KAK MUP BOKPYT 0:KHABAI,
MOBUHYSICh OJHOMY €ro npucyTcTBui0. Ho crpax He yxoaui: uTo,
€CJIM 3TO YyJ0 — He J1ap, a IPEABECTHUK Yero-To OOJBILEro, ye-
IO OHa He CMOXeT MoHATh? E€ npIxaHue crajo yauie, a B rpyau
3aK0JI0J10, CIIOBHO CEp/lie 3HAJIO OOJbIIe, YeM OHa cama.

Ona crioTHy1a, coOrpast OCTaTKU CMEJIOCTH, U €€ ToJ10C, 1po-
’Kaluii, KaK TOHKas BETKa Ha BETPY, pa30pBajl TULIVHY.

— Ko TI? — cripocuiia oHa, 1 e€ cJioBa MOBUCIIM HaJl BOJIOH,
CJIOBHO JIETKUY TyMaH.

— 41 TOT, KOro 30BYT KaXk/1yl0 BECHY, — OTBETWJI OH, U €r0 Io-
JI0C OB TETLIBIM, KaK COJTHEYHBIN JTyY, HO ITyOOKUM, KaK KOPHU
craporo jayoa. — be3 MeHs 3eMJIs1 He TIPOCHETCS.

Omna 3Hana 310 ums. E€ ryObl AporHymm, U MMsi BHIPBAJIOCH
camo, TUXO, MOYTH OJIArOrOBEMHO.

— dApwuno...

OH ynbIOHYJICS IMPE, U OT STOUN yIBHIOKM peKa 3a3BeHena, a
TIOJICHeXKHUKH y Oepera, Oy/To MPUBETCTBYS €ro, PACKPbUIA CBOU
neniectkr. OH ImArHys1 OMMKe K BOJE, M TpaBa IMoJ] ero HoraMmu
3a3eJieHesia, CJIOBHO BECHA TOPOIUJIACH 32 HUM.

— A TBI? — CIIPOCHII OH, M B €0 rojioce ObLJIO TeII0, CMelllaH-
HOE C JIIDOOIBITCTBOM, OYITO €€ MMs ObUIO 3arajikoil, KOTOPYIO



OH XOTeJ pasrajarhk. — Kak 1e0st 30ByT?

Ceero3zapa 3amepna. E€ nms BApyr noka3anoch €M CIUIIKOM
MIPOCTHIM JIJI1 STOrO MOMEHTA, HO OHA MOJHsJIA IJIa3a, BCTpevast
€ro B3I/, U OTBETHIIA!

— Ceero3apa.

OH noBTOpUJI €€ M MeJJIEHHO, CIIOBHO TIPOOYS €ro Ha BKYC:

— Cgero3apa. ..

B TOT %€ MUT peka BCIbIXHYJIA 3BOHOM, YACTHIM U SICHBIM, KaK
KOJIOKOJI, Pa3HOCSIIMICS 1Mo OeperaM. PocTku, 4To mpoOuvch
U3 MIPOJIUTON BOJIbI, PACKPBUIM KPOILIEUHBIE IIBETHI, @ BO3AYX BO-
KpyT 3a/ipoxai, OyaTo cam Mup mpuciymiaics. CBero3apa mo-
YYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK TEIUIO PA3JIMBAETCS IO €€ TPYIH, CIOBHO €ro
roJioc pa3oyari1 B Hel uTo-To crsiee. Ero B3, cusionmii u
MPSIMOM, HE OTITyCKaJ €€, U B 9TOT MUT OHA MOHSJIA: 3TOT MOMEHT
— Ha4yaJIo Yero-To, OT Yero yxe He OTCTYIHUTh.

Apuno emE MraoBenue cMotpen Ha CBeTo3apy, ero BoJeo-
HbIE [71a3a CUSLIIU, CJIOBHO B HUX OTPaKaJlaCh BCSI BECHA, BECh CBET
OOy K JAIOIIENCs 3eMJI. 3aTeM OH TTOBEPHYJICS, U ero (urypa,
JI€rKasi, Kak yTPEHHUN JIyd, [IarHyJsia B jiec. 30JI0TUCThIE BOJIO-
Cbl BCIIBIXHYJIM B COJTHEYHOM CBeTe, a Oenasi pydaxa, BHIIIMTAs
30JI0TOM, Ka3ajiach COTKAHHOW M3 camoro yTtpa. OH yxomui, u
TaM, IJie CTyNaiud ero 0Ochle HOTH, TpaBa 3elieHeNa, a KPoIed-
HbIE [IBETHI — OJIyBAHUMKH, MIOJICHE)KHUKU — PACITyCKAJIUCh, OYATO
npouiasach ¢ HUM. Ero cuityat pactBopsiicsl B Jiyyax COJIHIA, YTO
POOMBAINCH CKBO3b KPOHBI, U BCKOPE OH UCYE3, CJIOBHO CTaJl
YaCThIO CBETA, YaCThIO JIeCa, YaCThI0 MUPA, KOTOPBIN OKHUJI OT €r0



MPUCYTCTBUSI.

Cgeto3apa ocranach Ha Oepery, Bcé elié c:kumasi IyCTOu KyB-
mmH. E€ cepaiie OMIOCh Tak CUJIBHO, TaK HEMCTOBO, YTO Ka3a-
JIOCh, OHO MPUHA/IJIEKUT HE €1, a peKe, BETPY, LIBETaM, UTO OKPY-
xam e€. OHa cMoTpena Ha JIpyroi Oeper, rjae OH TOJbKO 4YTO
CTOSUI, M B yIIIaX BCE €ILIE 3By4IO €€ MMs, [IPOU3HECEHHOE €r0
rosiocoM: «CBeto3apa...» Peka nponosnkasa 3BeHETh, HO TENeph
e€ roJyioc ObLT THIIIE, CJIOBHO OIUIAKMUBAJ ero yxoia. Poctku, uro
POOWITUCH U3 TIPOJIUTOM BOJIbI, TOKAYMBAIIUCH HA BETPY, UX JIH-
CTOUKH JAPOXKAIH, OyATO XPAHUIIH €T0 TeTIO.

OHa omnycTuiach Ha KOJIEHH, IIsiisi B Booy. E€ oTpaxkeHue
JpO’aio, HO B HEM He ObUIO TOTO 30JI0TOrO CBETa, YTO OHA BU-
JeJia, Korja oH cMoTpent Ha He€. Tonbko e o — OneaHoe, ¢
CEPO-3€JIEHBIMU NIA3aMH, TIOJTHBIMU CMATEHUSI M YETO-TO HOBO-
ro, YeMy OHa HE MorJia JaThb UMEHU. Jlec BOKPYT OKWJI: TITUIIbI
3areny, BeTep MpoILEeIecTes B BETBSX, 4 COJIHLE COrPEJIo €€ JIH-
110, HO B TPY/X BCE €LIE KUJIO 3TO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO — CMECh
BOCTOpra M CTpaxa, CJIOBHO OHa KOCHYJIACh YEro-TO 3aIPETHOTO.
OHa 3HaJa, 4TO JIOJKHA BEPHYTHCS B IEPEBHIO, K JlOMHE, HO HO-
'Y HE CITYIIATUCh. EE B3IIs/1 BCE €I1E UCKaJl Ero CPEAU AEPEBbEB,
TaM, IJie CBET UTPaJl C TEHSIMHU.

C Toro ytpa e€ cynp0a yxe He IpuHaJIekata caMon ceoe.



I'nasa 3

Caeto3apa OTKpbLIA [J1a3a, KOrja nepBble JIyuu COJMHIIA, MPO-
Opasiuch CKBO3b 11IeJU B cTaBHAX. EE cepaiie KoIOTUI0Ch, CIIOB-
HO TocJie AoJroro 6era, a Ha rybax BCE eIle Terniach YJIblOKa
OT BuepalHen Bcrpeun y peku. OHa cena Ha MoCTel, MOTSHY-
JIach, YyBCTBYS, KaK TEJIO HAMIOJHSETCS HEOOBIYHOM JIETKOCTHIO,
Oy/ATO BO3/IyX CTaJl TyIIe U cralle.

Omna pacriaxHyia CTaBHU, U B KOMHATY XJIbIHYJI TEIUIbINA BETEP,
HOJIHBIA apoMara TaloIIero cHera 1 Mokpon 3emuid. Ho yro-to
ObUIO He Tak. Houb mpoliuia CIMIIKOM MSATKO, 03 TPUBBIYHOTO
MOPO3HOT'O YKYCa, KOTOPBI OOBIYHO IETIISJICS 3a MaJbIIbI IO ca-
Moro pacceeta. CHer, ell¢ Buepa MOKPbIBABIINI KPBIIIU U TPO-
MIMHKY TOJICTHIM CJIOEM, TIOYTH Bech pacTtasii. Jluib penkue Oe-
JIble TISITHA OJIECTeN Ha COJTHIIE, CJIOBHO BOCIIOMMHAHUS O 3MME,
crelaniye yuTu.

JleByllika BbIIILIa BO ABOP, CTyMasi MO BJIAXHOU TpaBe, KOTO-
past yxe nmpoOuBasiach 3eJIEHpIMU urosikamu. E€ koca, 3arerén-
Has Hacrex, KauHyJIach Ha CIIVHE, JIOBS 30JI0TUCThIe ONMKU. B ne-
PEBHE LIAPWJIO OKUBJICHUE: KEHIIIMHBI aXaJu Y OrOpooB, CKJIO-
HsISICh HaJ rpsiakamMu. Tam, rie Buepa Obuia MEp3masi 3emiisl, Te-
niepb TOPYAJIN TIepBbIe POCTKU — TOHKHUE, HO YITPsIMbIe, Kak Oy/TO
BECHA pellnia He JKAaTh CBOETO Yaca U pUHYJIach BIEPEN, ore-
peskas KaJleH1apb.

— CMmotpuTe, cecTpulibl! — KPUKHYJIA OJTHA U3 COCE/IOK, yKa-



3bIBasi HA CBOM Y4aCTOK. — MOPKOBB y:Ke HOC IIOKa3bIBAET, a BE/Ib
Macrnenwniia Tosbko Buepa Oputa! Uro 3a quBo?

Cgaero3apa 3amepra, ciaymas ux nepemenToiBanus. E€ coo-
CTBEHHbIE PYKH, KOCHYBIIMECs 3a00pa, BIPYT MOYYBCTBOBAIU
TeIU1o, MOJHUMAIOIIeeCs OT JiepeBa. [Iouku Ha BETKax CUpEeHU
HaOyXJI TIPSMO Ha TJla3ax, FOTOBbIE BOT-BOT JIOMHYTh. Cepmiie
JEBYIIKHM CXaJIOCh OT CMECU PaJOCTH M CTPAHHOTO OECIIOKOM-
cTBa. "ITO M3-3a HETo, — MOoJyMaJla OHa, BCTIOMHUHAS 30JI0TUCThIE
raza Apwusl. — M3-3a Toro B3nigaa y peku'. Ho noka 4ro ytpo
CHSUIO, M IEPEBHS Ka3a/1ach CKa309HOM, TOIHON OOCIaHui.

Cgetozapa nomuia K gomy JomHsl. CosHIle TOAHUMAIOCh Bbl-
11e, 3aJIMBast BCE BOKPYT MSTKUM CBETOM, U C KaXIbIM €€ Ia-
r'OM TpaBa Moji Horamu OyATO OxkuBasia. Tam, rjae oHa MpoxXoauIa,
3eJIeHb MPoOUBasIach OBICTpPee, CJIOBHO 3eMJIsl TOPOMIIIACH pac-
KPBITh CBOU TaiiHbI. [IeByIlIKka 3amMmeyalia 370, HO CTapaiach He J1y-
MarTh, CITUChIBasi BCE HAa UTPY CBETa UM COOCTBEHHOE BOOOpa-
xeHure. OTHAKO JiepeBeHCKYe IeTH, OeraBIlye 3a Hell 110 MsTaMm,
BUJIENTH OOJTBIIIE.

— CBero3zapa, cMoTpu! — KpUKHYJI MaJIbuMIlIKa M0 uMeHu Ba-
Hf, YKa3blBasg Ha TPOIMHKY Io3aau He€. Tam, rue oHa TOJIBKO
YTO MPOIILIA, CPEAU CIIE BJIAKHOU 3eMJIU SIPKO 3€JI€HETN MOJIO-
JIble POCTKH, & OJUHOKUY MOJICHE)KHUK PACKPbLIT CBOU JIETIECTKH,
OyaTo mpuBeTCTBYS e€. — Thl UTO, BECHa B KOce? — 3aCMesiyICs OH,
Y ApyTHe JISTH MOIXBATUIIH, OKpYKasi €€ ¥ HariepeOOou IIOBTOPSIS:
«BecHa B koce! BecHa B koce!»



Cgero3apa CMyIIEHHO YJIBIOHY/IACh, HO BHYTpU €€ cepplle
cxkanock. OHa OCTAHOBWJIACH, MTOCTaBWJIA KOP3UHY HA 3€MJIIO U
KOCHYJIACh TIAJIbIIAMU CTaporo ayoa y okomuiibl. Kopa Obuta Tén-
JIOH, TTOYTH KUBOW, U B TOT € MUT Ha BETKE HaJl €€ rOJI0BOM Ha-
OyxJia IoJKa, a 3aTeM pacKpblUlach B KPOIICUHBIN JIUCT, APKHM,
Kak u3ympya. et axaynu, a Ceero3apa OTAEPHYJIa PYKY, CIOB-
HO 000XKTIJIach. «ITO HE 51, — MOAyMaJia OHa, HO B TPY/IH IIeBEIb-
HyJICcA cTpax. — JT1o oH. Ero cuna... umm ero gap?»

OHa nocniemmia gajsiie, K oMy JJoMHBI, HO O IyTH 3aMe-
yaJia, Kak MpUpoa OTKJIMKAJIACh HA €€ PUCYTCTBHE.

Cgetozapa Bouuia B u30y [lomHbl. BHyTpH nmaxyio cyméHbmM
3Bepo00eM U1 MSTOM, a B ouare MoTpecKUBaIM APOBa, HAMOTHSIS
KOMHary TEIbIM cBetoM. CTapyxa cuzena 3a CToJIoM, repedu-
pasi Iy4Ku TPaB, €€ NaJIbLIbI, Y3JI0BaThle, KAK KOPHU CTApOro 1y-
0a, IBUTAINCh C MPUBBIYHOM JIoBKOCThIO. Ho korma Ceertosapa
HIar"yJa yepes rnopor, JlomHa nogHsia B3MIsAL — OCTPbIA, IPOH-
3UTENIbHBIN. [IeByIlIKa HEBOJILHO 3aMepiia, YyBCTBYs, KaK TEIio
B IPYAY CMEHSIETCS XOJIOAKOM.

— Yo, eBuIia, BCE 3BE3/IbI B I71a3aX JIOBUIIL? — royioc JIOMHBI
ObLT HU3KKM, C XPUIIOTIION, HO B HEM CKBO3MJIa TpeBora, OyaTo
crapyxa yxe 3Hajla To, 0 4éM CBero3apa JMIlb HauMHaIa Jora-
JpiBaThCsA. OHa OTJIOKWIA TPABbl U MEAJIEHHO MOAHSIACH, OIU-
pasich Ha MOCOX, BbIPE3aHHBIN U3 TEMHOTO siceHs. — CbIxana s,
4TO TBOPUTCS B iepeBHE. Oropo/pl 3a OHY HOUb pacliBeiu, Oya-
TO CEpe/IMHA BECHbI HAacTaa. A Belb MaciieHunila TOJIbKO BUepa
nbutasia. He k 1o6py 3to, oX, He K 100py.



[Manbiel CBETO3apH CxKaNM Kpai pyOaxu, a B MaMsITH BCIUIBI-
71 3eNEHBIE POCTKH, YTO MPOOUBAIKCH TOf €€ IaraMu, W JIUCT
Ha ay0e, pacKpbIBIIUICS OT oqHOro kacanusi. OHa xoTena BO3-
Pa3uTh, CKa3aTh, YTO ITO MPOCTO TEIJIASI HOUb, YTO BECHA BCET/a
TOPOIMTCS, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPSJIM B TOpJIe, Kak cyxas Tpasa. JloMHa
marHyJa ommke, e€ 11a3a, BHIIBETIINE OT BpEMEHH, HO BCE el
ocTpble, OyATO BUAEH caMmy JyIly.

— CJIMILIKOM paHo, — CKa3aJla OHA, TOHU3UB IoJI0C JI0 MIENOTA,
OT KOTOPOTO MO CHHMHE MOoOeXali Mypalku. — BecHa no/mkHa
3HaTh CBOM CpPOK. OHa HE MPOCTO MPUXOOUT — OHA JKAET, IMOKa
3MMa OTIYCTHUT. A KOJIM TOPOIUTCS, KOJIM IIBETHI JIE3YT U3 3eMJIH,
HE CIPOCSACh, — 3TO 3HAK. MIHave j1eTo craHeT Oe0ii, NOMSIHU MOE
CJIOBO.

Ceero3apa MOYYBCTBOBaJa, KAaK CEpAlle CKaloCh, OyATO B
HEro BOH3WJICS XOJMoAHbIM 1. OHa BcioMHuIa Apuity — ero
CHAIOLINE [JIa3a, €r0 HIard, OT KOTOPBIX TasUl CHET, U LBETHI, YTO
PAacITyCKaJMCh B €10 MPUCYTCTBUM. 'DTO U3-3a HETO, — IOAyMaJla
OHA, U CTPax, KaK TeHb, HAKPBUI €€ pafoCTh. — ITO U3-3a MEHA .
Ho Bcityx oHa He cka3ajia HUYero, JIMIllb KMBHYJA, OMYCTHB IJ1a-
3a. JJoMHa nokayasia rojioBoi, e€ ry0bl CKaJuCh B TOHKYIO JIU-
HMIO, ¥ OHA BEpHYJIaCh K TpaBaMm, MPOOOPMOTAB:

— Beperu ce6s1, Crerozapa. He Bc€, uTo 11BeTET, HECET TOOPO.

JleBy1ika BbllUIa U3 U30bI, U TEIUIBIA BETEP, €1IE€ HEAABHO Ta-
KOW JIACKOBBIM, TENEpb Ka3aJCsA €l CIUIIKOM TOpsSYMM, MOYTH
oOxuraomuM. [Tpa3aHUK BECHBI, YTO BUEpa rpemMesl CMEXOM U
NIECHSIMH, BAPYT OOEpHYJCS TPEBOTOW, CIOBHO TEHb Jierja Ha



COJIHEYHBI CBET. [ 71e-TO BaM, Hall JIECOM, MOCIIBIIIAJICS X PUII-
JIIA KpUK, 1 CBETO3apa B3IPOrHYyJIa, YYBCTBYS, KaK €€ paloCcTh
TaeT, KaK MOCJIEHUI CHET IO/l COJTHLIEM.

CrnoBa crapyxu 3XOM OTJIaBajiuch B rosioe: "CiMIlKoM pa-
HO, JICBUIIA. .. BECHA JIOJDKHA 3HATh CBOM CPOK". A UTO, €CJIU TO
npaBaa? Yro, ecnu e€ Bcrpeda ¢ Apuiion — He 4ydo, a mpeaBe-
crue Oenpl?

OHa ocTaHOBUJIACH Y CTaporo ayda, TOro camoro, rjae paHb-
1I€ PACKPbUICS JIUCT OT €€ KacaHusl, U MPUCIOHUJIACh K CTBO-
JIy, 4yBCTBYSI, KaK rpy0asi Kopa 1aparaeT CliiHy CKBO3b TOHKYIO
pyOaxy. I'maza Slpubl, custionye, Kak pacrijlaBJIeHHOE 30J10TO,
CHOBA BCTAJIM Tepe[] Hell, ¥ Ceplle CKaloCh OT KON OOu.
"KTo OH? — 1ymMasa oHa, CKUMas KyJlakd. — bor, Iyx uim rmpocro
COH, KOTOPBIN CJIMILIKOM SIpKO cBeTUT?" Buepa y peku oHa mo-
YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOs1 KUBOM MMO-HACTOSIIIIEMY, BIIEPBBIE 32 BCE CEM-
HaIaTh JIeT CBoel ;ku3HU. Ero B3mis MpoHUK B camyio Ti1yOu-
HY JyIIU, pa30yausI 4To-TO IMKOE, HEYKPOTUMOE, CJIOBHO peKa,
BhIIeqmas u3 oeperos. PajocTs nmepenonHsia e€, Kak Boga B
NIOJIOBOJbE, HO TENEPhb 3Ta PalOCTh CMEUIMBAJIACh CO CTPAXOM,
T'YCTBIM U JIMIIKUM, KaK OCEHHUI TyMaH.

"Ecnm 310 4y10 — NoYemMy OHO KaXeTcs OMacHbM?" — IIen-
Tajla OHA Mpo ceOs, A Ha CBOM PyKH. [lajbIel qpoxany, u
OHa BCIIOMHMJIA, KaK TpaBa 3eJIeHelIa Mo €€ 11araMu, Kak JeTu
Oe’xasy creioM, Kprya O BeCHe B Koce. A 4To, eClii 9TO He J1ap,
a npokJisiTie? [lepeBHs Bcerja BUIENa B HEM 4yKyl0 — CUPOTY,
B3AITYIO0 Ha BOCIIUTAaHUE U3 MUJIOCTH, C IJIa3aMU, KOTOPbIE CIIMIII-



KOM TIPUCTAJIbBHO CMOTPAT B JIEC, U MBIC/ISIMU, KOTOPBIE YJIETa-
I0T JaJIbllIe, YeM IOJI0KEHO pocTol JeBke. [loapyKKu Iy v,
YTO OHA "NMMKas TpaBa', KpacuBas, HO HE K MECTY, a Telepsk. ..
Ternepb OHa YyBCTBOBAJA, YTO 3T "JUKOCTb' OKMBAET, PACTET
BHYTPH, KaK T€ POCTKH Ha oropogax. sKeysanue yBuners Apuity
CHOBA KITIO M3HYTPH, KaK OTOHb B KOCTpE, HO CTpax wenTar: "A
ecsu 310 HapywuT Bceé? Ecnu BecHa, mpuuieias cauikoM pa-
HO, MPUHECET He yposkaM, a rojoa?"

CaeTo3apa oIycThIach Ha 3eMJTI0, 0OXBAaTHB KOJICHU PyKaMH,
M YCTaBIJIACh HA TOPU3OHT, T7ie JIeC BCTpedasics ¢ Hebom. Betep
Tpemnan e€ Kocy, U B €ro uyMe el yyauics IENorT: "BepHuck k
peke... yBuapb ero cHopa". Ho cioBa JIoMHBbI HE 1aBaiv MOKOSI —
OHM OBIJTM KaK MHEH Ha IBeTaxX, KPaCHBbIK, HO youBatomui. OHa
3aKpbUIa [1a3a, MbeITasich YHATh Xaoc B aymie. Pagocts u crpax
CIUIETAJIMCh B O/IUH Y3€J1, M OHA 3HaJIA: €C/IM Pa3Bsi3aTh €ro, MUP
BOKPYI' UBMEHHUTCS HaBcerga. A MOXeET, yxke u3MeHwicsa? Baa-
JIM, HaJl JIECOM, IMpOJieTeNa CcTasi NTUll, U UX KPUKHU MOKA3aJIUCh
ey npegocTepexkeHreM. " 1oKHA MOHSATh, — PEIia OHA Ha-
KOHell, nogHumasicb. — Ho kak? Kak BbIOpaTh Mexy cepilem
u cyap0oi?" C 3TUM BOMPOCOM OHa MOIILIa Jajblile, HO BHYT-
pu OymieBan KOH(IMKT, KOTOPHIA HE MOT Pa3perIuThCs OIHUM
JIMILb 1IaroM.

Beuep onyctuiicsi Ha JEpEeBHIO MSATKO, Kak JIETKUH IUIATOK,
YKpbIBasi JOMa U MOJIS TEMJIBIMU CyMEPKaMU. Y KOJIOALIA Ha KPpato
JepeBHU COOPAJIHCH JTIOIY — SKEHIIIMHBI C KYBIIMHAMU, CTAPUKH
C IOCOXaMu, MOJIOEXKD, BCE €ILIE HareBaoasa necuu MacieHu-



1pl. Bo3ayx gpoxas OT ryna rojiocoB, CMexa U 3BOHA BEIED, a
HaJ] TOPU30HTOM JIOrOpaJl 3aKaT, OKparimBast HeOO B OarpsiHble 1
30510ThIe TOHA. CBETO3apa CTos1a 4yTh B CTOPOHE. E€ mbIciu Bcé
ellI€ KPYXKWINCh BOKPYT CJIOB [IOMHBI, HO OHa cTapasach YJbl-
0aTbCsl, JIOBSI B3IJISBI MOAPYKEK, UYTO XUXUKAIU U MEPEIIENThI-
BAJIUCh HEITOJAJIEKY.

Bnpyr 3emis noxn e€ Horamu JpOrHysa — e1Ba 3aMETHO, Kak
B3J10X crsiero 3seps. CBero3apa 3aMepia, 4yBCTBYs, KaK XOJIO-
JOK Tipobexan mo cnvHe. OHa OIMyCTUJIA TJ1a3a M aXHya: Mpsi-
MO y e€ HOr, W3 CyXOH, eIlll¢ He MPOrpeTor 3eMJTH, TPOOHIICS
TOHKHIA cTeOesb, yBEeHUYAHHBIN SPKO-aJibiM MakoM. Ero nernecr-
KU PACKpPbLINCh, CJIOBHO IIaMsl, CUsisl B CyMepKax Tak, OyaTo B
HUX 3alleKJIach KpoBb 3aKaTta. Mak Ipoxai Ha BETPY, OAMHOKUI
Y HEBO3MOXKHBIM, Be/lb BECHA TOJIKO HAYaJ1ach, U IIBETAM TaKUM
OBLIO HE BpeMmsl.

— Marymika-60ruHsi! — BCKpUKHY/Ia OJHA W3 KeHIuH. Jlo-
I BOKPYT 3aMOJIKJIM, UX B3MJIsLIbl yeTpeMunch Kk CBero3ape u
aJoMy LBETKY y €€ Hor. KTo-TO axHyJl, KTO-TO NEPEKPECTHIICA,
a crapslil e Brac, onupasich Ha mocox, MpodopMoTat: — 3HaK
3TO... 3HaK HeJOOPHIN.



[Moapyxku CBeTo3aphl, TOMBKO YTO CMESBIIUECS, OTCTYIAIN
Ha I11ar, MX JIMIa UICKa3WJIKCh CMEChIO YIUBIIEHUs U cTpaxa. OngHa
u3 HUX, Pana, cxana sagonu y rpyau, menya: — Kak sro, Cee-
to3apa? OTkyga Mak B Takywo nopy? — E€ ronoc apoxan, u B
HEM yKe He ObLJIO MTPUBBIYHON HACMEIIIKH, TOJIbKO HACTOPOKEH-

Has TCHb.




Caeto3apa crosiia, HE B CUJIaX OTBECTH B3MJIA[ OT 1IBeTKa. E€
ceprie OWJIOCh TaK TPOMKO, UTO, Ka3aJloCh, €ro CTYK Pa3HOCHUT-
sl HaJl KOJIOALIeM, 3ariyiiasi ENnoT Toibl. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA Ha
ce0e IeCSITKU I71a3 — OHU MOJIHbIE OJIaroroBeHus1, Ipyrue mojo-
3pUTENbHbIC, TOYTU BpaXAeOHbIE. "DTO OH, — MEJIbKHYJIA MbICIb,
u 00pa3 Spwiiel, CHSIOIIEro, Kak COJHIIE, BCIILIXHYT B €€ maMsi-
TH. — ITO €ro Aap... Win ero npokysarue?" OHa XoTesaa HarHy Th-
s, KOCHYTbCSI MaKa, HO MaJIbLbl 3aPOKAIH.

Tonma 3aryaena rpomue, U 4el-TO TOJI0OC, PE3KUI 1 BHICOKHIA,
npope3ai Beuep: — Heuucroe aeno! BecHa He B CpOK, LIBETHI HE
B nopy! — CBero3apa noAHsIa 1jia3a U yBujesaa, Kak HeCKOJb-
KO KEHIIMH OTCTYMAIOT JaJIbIlIe, KPECTACh, a My KUMHBI [IEPETJIsi-
JBIBAIOTCS, CKMMAas KyJakd. Mak y e€ HOr ropesl B CymMepKax,
KaK MPeAyINpexIeHUE, U B ITOT MUT OHA MOHSJIA: YTO-TO U3MeE-
HUJI0Ch. He TobKO B HEll, HO M B TeX, KTO CMOTpeJI Ha HeE.

Ona 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK B3MJIsAIbl OQHOCEJIbYAH KIYT €€, CIIOB-
HO yri. Tosna Hayaia pacxoauThesl, HO MIEMOT HE YMOJIKAI —
OH IUIEJICS 3a HEM, KaK TEeHb, OJHBIM MOJO3PEHU U cTpaxa. Mak
y €€ HOT BCE €IlE ropesl aJIbiM B CIYIIAIOIIMXCS CYMEPKax, ero
JIETIECTKHU CJIETKa JPOKaii Ha BETpY, OyATO KuBble. [leByIlKa He
MoTJIa OTBECTHU OT HETO IJ1a3, CJIOBHO LIBETOK JIEpXkall e€ 3a cepi-
1€, HE MO3BOJISAS ABUHYTHCS C MECTA.

[Maru 3a crivHOM 3acTaBuIu €€ B3IporHyTh. OHa 0OepHYIach
u yBuena JloMHy, 4bs purypa, cropOsieHHast U TEMHasl, CIOBHO
BbIpOCia U3 camoit 3eMin. Ctapyxa nojoliia MeJIJIeHHO, OIUupa-
SICh HA TIOCOX, €€ IIa3a, BBILBETIIME, HO OCTPbI€, OCTAHOBUJIUChH



Ha Make. OHa Mouasa, HO e€ JIMIo ObUIO MpavyHee Ty4H, 4TO
cobupasiack HaJ iecom. HakoHerl, ona nomHsiia B3risi Ha Cee-
TO3apy, U €€ rojoc, TAXUi, Kak IIOPOX CyXMX JIMCThEB, TPOPE3aT
BEUEPHIOIO TUIIIUHY:

— Beperu ce0s, neBunia. Korya 1iBeTsl IBETYT HE B CBOE BpeMst
— 0ega UAET CIeIOM.

Ceero3apa CIyIoTHYJIa, YYBCTBYs, KaK CJIOBa CTapyXxH JIOXKat-
csl Ha cepjtle TskENbIM KamHeM. OHa XoTesa ClpoOCUTh, XOTella
pacckazarb po fApuity, mpo peky, Mpo TeIIo, YTO Pa3iuBaIoCh
B IPY/IY OT €r0 B3IJIsA/1a, HO TOPJIO CAABUIIO, M OHA JIMIIIb KUBHYJIA.
JloMHa ocMoTpea Ha He€ elll€ MTHOBEHUE, 3aTeM MTOBEPHYJIaCh
U ylllJia, €€ 1Iard pacTBOPUJIMCH B Iiyme BeTpa. Jliomu BOKpyr
yKe pa3olllIich, ocTaBUB CBETO3apy OAHY Y KOJIOALA, C MaKOM,
YTO CHsIJI, KaK 3Be3/la B HOUM.

OHa onycTuiiach Ha KOJIEHU, TJIsis Ha 1IBETOK. Ero asble jie-
TIECTKY Ka3aJIUCh XUBBIMHU, TYJIbCUPYIOLITUMU, OY/ITO B HUX TeKJIa
KpoBb. Betep noHéc ganékuii KpuK BOPOHA, U AEBYIIIKA B3APOT-
HYJIa, 9yBCTBYSI, KaK XOJI0 TPpOOUpaeTcs Moj KOy, HeCMOTpsI Ha
TEIUIBIA BeYep. «ITO 3HAK» — MOAyMasia OHa, U €€ CepAle CxKa-
JIOCh OT CMECH CTpaxa U MpeauyBCTBUSI.



I'nasa 4

Beuep omycTuicsi Ha AEpEBHIO MSTKO, KaK TIOKPBIBAJIO U3 TOH-
koro JsibHa. CBeTo3apa IuIa Mo y3KOH TPOIMHKE K CBOer u30e,
crynass O0CUKOM TIO elIé Teruion 3emiie, Ijie JHEBHOE COJIHIIe
OCTaBWJIO CJIE/Ibl CBOETO JbIxaHus. B Bo3[yxe BUTaN 3amax cBe-
el TpaBbl U MIEPBBIX IIBETOB, a B €€ cepalle — JIErkas, Herpu-
BbIYHAS PaJIOCTh, CIOBHO BHYTPH PACIIBETAJ TOT CAMBIN MaK, YTO
pOOMJICS y KOJIOAIA ceroaHs qHéM. KpacHblid, spkuii, He TI0 ce-
30HY, OH CTOsLJT OJUHOKO CPE/IY 3€JIEHBIX POCTKOB, M OHA 3HAJIA:
9710 nogapok. Ot Hero. OT Apubl.

Ona Bo11a B 130y, I/ie BO3AYX ObUI I'YCTBIM OT apoMaTa CyIIeé-
HBIX TPaB, BUCEBLIMX NO7 MoToikoM. Crapas [JomHa yxe yiuia,
OCTaBUB Ha CTOJIe MHCKY C MENOM 1 XJ1e0oM, HO CBeTo3apa efiBa
MPUKOCHYJIACH K ejie. E€ MbIC Kpy KW BOKPYT TOW BCTPEUU Y
PEKH, BOKPYT 30JI0TUCTOrO B3MJIs1a, YTO MPOHUK B CAMYIO JTyIITY.
"OH yBH[IE]1 MEH$1, — TOAyMaJla OHa, CHUMas IJIaThe U paciuieras
Kocy. — He kak 4uyxky1o, a Kak... cBow". TEMHO-pyChle BOJIOCHI
yIaJIM Ha TJIeYV BOJTHOM, M OHA YJILIOHYJIACh CBOEMY OTPaKEHUIO
B MaJIeHbKOM MeIHOM 3epKajbiie. Cepo-3e€Hble Ia3a CUsIU,
JIOBs1 OTOJIECK CBEYH.

Jloxxach Ha COMOMEHHBIH TIO(SK, YKPBHITHIA IPyOOil IIepCTs-
HOW TKaHbIO, OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK TeJlO pacciadnisercs, a
cepalie ObETcs yarie, yeM oObluHO. PamocTh mepenonHsia eé,
TerJiasi, Kak JIETHUW MOJIAEHb, XOTS 32 OKHOM €ILE Besil BECEH-



HUI BeTepoK. "3aBTpa 51 MOWAY K peKe CHOBA, — IIeMNTajla OHA
npo ceOs, 3aKkpbiBas r1aza. — M on Oyzmer tam. [Jomken ObITh".
MblIcib 0 Make BEpHY/ach: €ro JITECTKH, ajble, KaKk 3aKaTHoe
COJIHIIE, Ka3aiuch 3HakoM. [loqapkoM oT Gora, KOTOpPBIN COIIEN
Ha 3€MJTIO He JUIs1 BCEX, a JUIsl He€ OJJHOM.

Bapyr Ceero3apa oka3anace B nosie. He B ToM 3e71€HOM, KU-
BOM I10JI€, T/I€ CErofiHsl MPOOUJICS MaK, a B JPyroM — OECKOHEY-
HOM, CEpOM, T/i€ 3eMJIs Jiexkalla o] TOHKUM CJIOEM CHEra, XpyTl-
KO0, KaK CTapblid IEpraMeHT.

BecHsI 311ech He ObIIO U B TOMUHE. BO3IyX CTOSUT TSKENBIM,
HEMOJABVKHBIM, MPOMUTAHHBIM 3al1aXOM MOKPOW 3eMJId U 4Ye-
ro-TO METAJJIMYECKOro, Kak BKYC KpoBHU Bo pTy. CBeTo3apa cro-
siJIa TIOCPENIU ITOTO MOJisi OOCHMKOM, M €€ HOTM YTONaJli B CHe-
Ty 0 IIMKOJIOTKY, HO XOJIO HE IIMIAaI KOXY — OH IPOCTO ObLI,
KaK 4acTb JpIXaHus 3Toro mecra. OHa orsijienach: BOAJIU TeM-
HeJ1 JIEC, YbM BETBU THYJIUCH MO/l HEBUIUMbIM IPy30M, 2 HE0O Hall
rOJIOBOM BHCEJIO HU3KO, CBUHIIOBOE, Oe3 equHON 3Be316l. Hut 1ie-
HUsI MITULI, HY 11IEJIECTA JIMCThEB — TOJIbKO TUIIIMHA, TaKasl rycTasi,
YTO B yIlIaX 3BEHEJIO OT HEE.

"I'ne 17" — nogymMasa oHa, U 9XO €€ MBICJIM YTOHYJIO B 9TON
0e3MOJIBHOM ITyCTOTE, HE BEPHYBIIMCH 00paTHO. LIBeThI, uTO OHA
BUJIeIa THEM — T€ TIepBbIe, POOKHE MMOACHEKHUKH Y PEKH, — 31€Ch
TOXe ObLTN, HO UX JICTIECTKYU MOKPBIBAJI MHEW, TOHKUM, KaK May-
TUHA, UCKPAIIMIACA B cepoM cBeTe. OHU He KOJIBIXAJIUCh Ha BET-
py, MOTOMY UYTO BeTpa He ObUIO, U Ka3aJIMCh 3aMOPOKEHHBIMU B
MU CBOETO POXKACHUA: IPEKPACHBIMU, HO MEPTBBIMU. Peka, 4to



IPOTEKAJIA HENMOAAIEKY, — Ta caMasd, Tie OHa BcrpeTuia Apuiy, —
Terephb CTOsIIa HEeABWKMMOM, CKOBAaHHAsI JIbAOM. JIEM 3TOT ObLI
MPO3pavHbIM, KaK CJie3a, U B €ro IiyOuHe OTpaKaluch TEHU —
CMYTHBbIE, UEJIOBEUECKHE, CIIOBHO JYIIIY, 3ANIEPTHIE B CTEKJISTHHON
KJIETKE.

Ceero3apa 1arsyJa BIEepeN, U CHET XPyCTHYJ MO €€ HOraMu,
Kak cyxue Koctu. Cepzlie CTyqalio yaiie, HO He OT CTpaxa — IoKa
YTO OT HeJOyMeHHs. "DTO COH, — IenTaia oHa cede, MbITasiCh
pas3misiieTh 3HaKOMble TpUMeThl. — [IpocTo COH, OT BuepalHen
ycranoctu. [IpocHych — 1 cHOBa yTpo, peka, Mak y kosogua'. Ho
YeM JaJIbllIe OHA I1UIa, TEM I'yIIEe CTAHOBWJIACh 3Ta CTPAHHASA ITy-
crota. Hebo TemHesno, ¥ B HEM, CJIOBHO TpEIIMHbBI B IJIMHE, MPO-
CTyINaJIX TIepBble TEHU OOJIAKOB — UEPHBIE, PBaHbIE, KaK IMEpbs
BOPOH. A B BO3/yXe IOBUC JIETKUM LIENOT, HE CJIOBA, a ITPOCTO
3BYK — XOJIO/IHBI/, KaK JIbIXaHWE U3 JIeSTHOU meliepsl, oOeran-
IIUA YTO-TO HEU30EKHOE.



OHa ocTaHOBWJIACh y PEKH, OIYCTUJIaCh HA KOJIEHU M KOCHY-
J1ach JIbj1a KOHYMKAMHU NaJiblieB. X0JI0 MPOCOYMIICS B KOXKY, HO
HE JKEr — OH MPOCTO 3aIOJHSAJ, KaK BOJA B MIEPECOXILUI pyyei,
¥ B 9TOM IIPUKOCHOBEHUH OBLIO YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE, IpeBHEe, KaK
cama 3eMJIs 11ojl HoraMu. B oTpaxeHun Ha Jibly OHa yBuUjiea He
CBOE JIMLIO — HE Te Cepo-3eJIEHbIE I71a3a, JIOBAIIME CBET, a YTo-




TO MHOE: OJIeJHOE, C YepTaMH, KOTOPbIE MOTJIM OBITh €€, HO CKa-
JKEHHBIE, KaK B KPUBOM 3epKaje. M B 3TOT MUI' LIENOT YCUIIWII-
csl, IpeBpaliasiCh B JAIEKUM, €Jie CBIIIHBIN 30B: " au. .. uam Ko
MHe..."

[lone BOKpYr HEE HAYAJIO MEHATHCA — MEIJIEHHO, HE3AMETHO,
KaK CMEHa CE30HOB B CTapbix cka3kax [JJomubl. CHer moa Hora-
MU CTaJl TOJIIE, MHEeW Ha IIBeTax — cepedpucree, a TUIIMHA —
ryIe, CJIOBHO cama Ipupoja 3aTtanja Jpixanue, oxuaas. CBeTo-
3apa MOAHSJIACh, YYBCTBYS, KaK B I'PyU HApPACTaeT KOMOK — He
CTpax, a MpeI4yBCTBHE, TO CAMOE, YTO OHA BCEr/a ONIyIlala Ha
Kpalo Jieca, KOrjaa BOPOHbI KapKaju CIUIIKOM rpoMko. M torma
U3 TyMaHa, 4TO CTEJIWJICA MO 3eMJie, KaK CaBaH, Havajla IpoCTy-
nath purypa — BbICOKasi, CTporiHas1, Oejiasi, Kak IepBbIi CHET.

TymaH HajJ MoJieM CTyCTWIICS, CTajl IJIOTHBIM, KaK CaBaH, U
MEJIEHHO PaCCTYIUJICS, CJIOBHO MOJYUHSSICh HEBUIUMOM BOJIE.
N3 Hero BeicTynuia ¢urypa — BbiCOKasi, Xyaasi, TO4HO COTKAH-
Has U3 3UMHero ceera. Mapena. E€ onestHue, 6eroe, Kak 1iep-
BBl CHET, CTPYWJIOCh, HE KacasiCh 3€MJIM, U Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OHO
JBUKETCSI caMo 110 cede, Kak AbIXxaHue Metenn. YEpHbIe BOIOCHI,
JUIMHHBIE W OJIECTSIIME, CJIOBHO KPbLIbsi BOPOHA, BUJIUCH 3a €€
CIIMHOM, U3BMBAsCh, KaK TeHU Ha BeTpy. OHU HE MPOCTO OTpa-
JKaJIM CBET — OHU TTWJIM €r0, OCTABJIsIsl BOKPYT ce0sl CyMpakK, XO-
JIOTHBIN U TITyOOKHH.

E€ rnaza, Genbie, 6e3 3paykoB, cMOTpesu npssMo Ha CBeTo3a-
Py, ¥ OT 3TOrO B3MJISi/Ia CepIle AEBYIIKH CKalIOCh, KaK OT MPU-
KOCHOBEHMSI JibJa. B 3TuX rma3ax He ObLIO HU TeIlia, HA T'HEBa —



TOJIBKO ITYCTOTA, IPEBHSIS1 M HETIOJIBMKHASI, KaK 3aMEp3Iiias peKa.
CBero3apa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK €€ JbIXaHUE CTAHOBUTCS TSAKENBIM,
OyATO BO3IYX B JIETKMX MpeBpainaercs B uHeil. OHa xotena oT-
CTYIHTb, HO HOTU €€ CJIOBHO BPOCJIM B MEPTBYIO 3€MJIIO, TIOKPbI-
TYIO TOHKUM CJIOEM CHEra, XPYyIKOro, Kak BbICOXIIAsl KOXa.

Bokpyr MapeHs!l 3aKpyXWIMCh BOPOHBI — YEPHBIE, C NEPbs-
MU, OJIECTSIIMMU, Kak oOcuauraH. VX Kpblibst pacceKayv TUIIIH-
HY PE3KMMM XJIONKAMH, a KPUKH, XPUIUIbIE U TIPOH3UTEJIbHbIE,
3By4aId, KaK MpeaynpexaeHre, Kak rojoc caMoi cyapobl. OHu
BUJIMCh HAJl TIOJIEM, HE KacasiCh 36MJIM, U KX TEHHU MaJaJIA HA CHET,
pUCysl y30pbl, HOXOKME HA TPEUIMHBI BO JibAy. O/IHa U3 MTHII, ca-
Masi KpyIHas, ¢ I1a3amMu, TOpsAIIMMU, KaK YIJIM, OIyCTUJIach Ha
wiedo OornHu, HO MapeHa He ImenoxHysace. E€ nuiio ocraBa-
JIOCh HETTOJBMKHBIM, TOUHO BBIPE3aHHBIM U3 MPaMOpPa, & BOJIOCHI
IIEBEJIAIIACH, OY/ITO KUBBIE, CIUIETAsICh C TEHSIMH BOPOH.

[Tosie BOKpyr HeE oneneHesno ene cuiabHee. LIBeTsl, 4To eme
XpaHWIM cllabblii HAMEK Ha KWU3Hb, TOKPBUIUCH CEpeOpPUCTHIM
VHEEM, UX JICTIECTKH XPYCTEIU Y OCHINAINCH, KAK CTEKJISTHHAS
nblTb. Peka, CKOBaHHas JIbIOM, OTpaxaiia 3Ty (purypy, HO B €€
riyoune CBeTo3apa Bujena He YETKUU CUITYIT, & CMyTHOE Ma-
PeBo, CIIOBHO cama MapeHa Oblla He YeJIOBeKOM, He OOTMHEH, a
BOIUIOIIEHUEM Yero-To OOJIBIIETO — 3UMBI, CMEPTH, KOHIIA BCETO
KUBOro. XoJo[l OT HE€ PacXOAWIICS BOJHAMU, U CHET MOJ1 HOra-
mu CBeTo3aphl cTal riyoxe, Hersisich 3a e€ 00Chle CTYIHU, Kak
JKaTHbIE MAJIbLIBI.

Ona crosina, He B CWJIaX OTBECTHU B3IVIAJ OT 3TOU (PUTYPBI, U



YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B IPYAM PACTET KOMOK — HE CTpax, a MpeayyB-
CTBUE, TSKENIOE, KaK KaMeHb. BOpOHBI 3aKpUyaii rpoMyYe, U UX
roJI0ca CIUIEJIMCh B XOP, OT KOTOPOT'O KPOBb CThUIA B Kuilax. Ma-
pEeHa He JBUrajach, HO €€ MPUCYTCTBUE 3aMOJHUJIO BCE: MOJE,
He6o, TimmHy. OHa Obl1a 371eCh He JIJ1s1 TOTO, YTOOBI TOBOPHUTH, —
OHa ObLIa 371eCh, YTOOBI HartoMHUTH. O uéMm, CBeTo3apa enie He
3HaJIa, HO B IJTyOHMHE AYIIH YKe YyBCTBOBAJIA: 3T BCTpEUa U3Me-
HUT BCE.

Mapena marnysna Onvke, v CHer 1ol €€ HoraMu He XpYCTHYJT
— OH pacTasil B TOHKUM, UCKPAIIUIACSA UHEH, OyITO cama 3eMJIs
ycTynasa €€ Bojie. BOpoHbl, KpyKUBIIME HAJ| HEN, 3aTUXJIU, HO
UX TEHU BCE elI€ METAJUCh MO MOJI0, KaK OTIOJIOCKU HaJlBUTa-
foriericst Oypu. CBero3apa cTosiia, 3aMepeB, YyBCTBYsI, KaK XO-
JIOJ, IPOHUKAET B €€ IPy/ib, CJIOBHO JIEASTHOM MaJiell, KaCaoIInn-
cs cepaa. Ho oHa He oTBena B3mIsiia OT OeJibIX, MYCThIX IJ1a3
OOrMHM, XOTSI KaXKIbI{ BJIOX TABAJICS BCE Tshkenee, Oy/ITO BO3IyX
CTaJl CTEKJIOM.

— To1 gymaenib, oH TBOW? — roioc MapeHsl ObUT XOJIOHBIM,
KaK TPECK Jibjla Ha peKe, HO B HEM He ObUIO HU 37100bI, HU Ha-
CMEILIKH — TOJIbKO CIIOKOMHasi, HeoTBparuMmasi npasia. — Ho on
Bceraa Moit. Korna sero yracaer, oH Bo3Bpauaercsi KO MHe.

Cnosa 3t ynamu Ha CBero3apy, Kak CHEr Ha rojible BETKH,
TSOKENbIE U HenobEMHBIE. OHa OIIyTHJIa YKOJI B TPYy/IY — He 00JTb,
a 4TO-TO OCTPOE, KAK MaMSATh O BUYEPAIIIHEM MAKE, O 30JI0TUCTOM
B3ryIsiAe SIpwiiel y peku. E€ ryObl qporHynu, u oHa, coOpaB BCIO
CMEJIOCTb, YTO TETUTMJIACh B HEW, OTBETUIIA, XOTS rojoc e€ ObLT



THILIE BETpA:

— 3a4eM Tl €ro JepKULb?

Boripoc BeipBasicst cam coOOM, IOYTH ISTCKUH, TIOJHBIN HETO-
JoBaHus U oTyasgHus. OHa cxajia KyJ1aku, 4yBCTBYs, KaK HOI'TU
BIIMBAIOTCSl B JIAJAOHU, U MOCMOTpENa NpsMO B JIMIO MapeHsl,
oXujast oTBeTa. BOpoHbI 3a CIMHOW OOTMHU Pa30M BCK PUKHYJIH,
MX TOJIOCA XOM Pa3HECMCh I0 Moo, Ho MapeHa axe He 111e-
JoxHyJack. E€ 4y€pHble BOJIOCHI 1IEBEIBbHYIINCH, CJIOBHO TEHU, U
B O€JIbIX IJ1a3aX Ha MUT MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO — HE THEB, a Mevallb,
JIpEeBHsIs, KaK cama 3eMJIs.

— He s, — oTBeTMIIa OHA, U €€ TOJI0C CTaJI eIIE HUKE, TIOUTH I11E-
TIOT, HO OT HEro Mopo3 npodesxkai no koxe Ceerozapsl. — Cyab-
0a. be3 cmeptu He Oynet xku3Hu. be3 3uMbl He Oy/IeT BECHBI.

CnoBa 3T1 OBUT POCTHIMU, HO B HUX ObLIa CHJIA, TSIKENA,
KaK KaMHU Ha J1He peku. CBero3apa xoTejla BO3pa3uTh, XOTella
KPUKHYTb, UTO 3TO HECNPABEAJIUBO, UTO SIpuiio — HE TeHb, HE
YacTh KaKOTO-TO KpPyra, a TOT, KTO 3aCTaBWI €€ cepille OMThCS
BriepBbie. Ho crioBa 3acTpsiiiv B roprie, 6y/1To 3aMEP3I1u, Kak 1Be-
ThI TI0/1 MHeeM. MapeHa cMoTpeJsia Ha He€, U B e€ B3IJIsA/Ie He Obl-
JIO YTPO3bl — TOJILKO YBEPEHHOCTD, XOJIO/IHAS U HEM30eKHasl, KaK
HOYb, YTO IIPUXOIUT MOCJIE 3aKaTa.

BopoHbI CHOBA 3aKprYaiv, U UX KPUKH CIUIEJIACH C TIENOTOM
BETpa, KOTOPBI TeNepb MOAHSJICSH, XOJOAHBIM U PE3KUM, Tper-
7151 Bostockl CBeto3apbl. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAIA, Kak €€ 00Chle HOrU
MEP3HYT B CHETY, HO HE OTCTynwiIa. B €€ rpyau ropen MajieHb-
KHUH, YIPSAMBIA OTOHEK — TOT CaMbli, YTO BCIIBIXHYJI Y PEKH, KO-



raa Apuno HazBas e€ o umeHu. M 3ToT OroHek He 1aBaj eil oIy-
CTUTb IJ1a3a.

— Tb1 HEe MOKeITb ero 3a0path, — MPOIENTaa OHa, HO €€ rojaoc
JIpOXaJl, Kak JIUCT Ha BETPY.

Mapena He orBetra. OHa JUIIb CJIETKA HAKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY,
Y €€ BOJIOCHI, YEPHBIE, KaK HOUb, YIIAJIU Ha IUIEYO, I1Ie CUAEII BO-
poH. [ITuna noBepHyna ronoBy, nocMotpesia Ha CBeTo3apy CBO-
VMU YTOJIHBIMM IJ1a3aMU, U B 3TOT MUT M0JIE BOKPYT CTaJIO €Il
TeMHee, CJIOBHO He0O PEInIIo MPOrIOTUTh TOCISTHIE KPYTTHIIbI
CBETa.

MapeHa caenana emi€ oAuH I1ar, U CHEr Moj € Horamu pac-
Tasil B CepeOPUCTHIN MHEM, pacchinasich, Kak 3BE3/Ibl, YIaBIIINe
Ha 3emumo. OHa OblTa Tak Oim3Ko, 4to CBEeTo3apa 4yBCTBOBaJIA
e€ JpIXaHue — He TEIUIOe, KaK y )KMBBIX, a XOJIOAHOE, KaK 3UMHUI
BETep, UTO KPaETcs B 1mieau u30. BOpoHbI 3aTUXJIU, UX KPbUIbS
3aMepJu B BO3/1yX€, U MOJIe MOrPY3UIOCh B TULIMHY, TAKYIO [ITy-
OOKYI0, UTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OyAATO caM MUP TIepeCTas AbIIaTh. besbie
r1a3a OOTMHY CMOTpENU TPsMO B ayIiry, U CBeTo3apa OIyTuia,
Kak e€ ceple 3aMelJIsIeT X011, CJIOBHO OAYUHSSICh STOMY B3IJIs1-
ay.

MapeHna MenjieHHO TOAHsUIA PYKY, TOHKYIO, KaK BETBb, IO-
KPBITYI0 MHEEM, U NOJI0KMIA €€ Ha 1uiedo Ceerosapsl. [Ipukoc-
HOBEHME OBLIO JISJSTHBIM, HO He IPOCTO XOJIOAHBIM — OHO XKTIJIO,
KaK OrOHb, TOJIBKO HA00OPOT, BBITATMBAS TETLIO U3 TeJla, U3 MbIC-
nielt, u3 camoi xku3Hu. CBeTo3apa 3apoxkaia, eé ApIXaHue cOu-
JIOCh, M OHA XOTeJa OTIIATHYTbCS, HO HOTM €€ He CIYyIIAJUCh,



CJIOBHO KOPHH, BpocIiiiue B MEp3myIo 3emitio. Pyka Mapensi Obiia
TSDKENOM, Kak cynbOa, ¥ B 9TOM X0Jofie ObIJIO YTO-TO HEU30eK-
Hoe, OyITO cama CMepTh KOCHYJIach €€.

Boruns HakJioHunack Ouxe, Tak OIM3KO, YTO e€ YEPHBIE BO-
JIOCBI, OJIecTsIIue, Kak BOPOHBY KPbLIbs, KOCHYJIHCH 1ieku CBe-
To3apbl. OHYM OBUTH XOJIOHBIMU, KaK INEITK, IPOMMUTAHHBIA PO-
coil. MapeHa 3aroBopuiia, u €€ rojioc, TMXMi, Kak IENOT BeTpa
B 3UMHIOIO HOUb, IPOHUK B CaMyI0 INIyOMHY CO3HAHMS IEBYIIIKU:

— Tbl MOXellIb TOPETh C HAM. .. WJIM OCTAaThCSl OJJHA B XOJIOJIE.
Jpyroro nyTu Her.

CnoBa 311 ObUTH JIETKMMM, HO ynayim Ha cepaiie CBero3apsl,
KaKk KaMHH B ITyOOKUI KoJofiell, OT3bIBasich 9xoM. OHa xoTtena
3aKpUy4aTh, BO3PA3UTh, HO TOPJIO CKAJIOCh, & JIETKWE OyATO 3a-
TIOJIHWJIKCH JIHAOM. B r1a3ax MapeHsl, ImyCThIX U OeJIbIX, MeJTbK-
HYJIO UTO-TO — HE YIp03a, HE HACMEIIIKa, & TeHb NeYasu, Kak Oya-
TO OOTMHS 3HAJIA, YTO €€ CJIOBA — He TIPOKJISATHE, a MpaB/ia, KOTO-
PYIO Hellb3s M30eXkaTh. B 3TOT MUT 1ojie BOKpYT HUX MOTEMHEIIO,
Y BOPOHBI, JI0 TOTO MOJYABUIME, pa30M B3MaxHYJU KPbUIbSIMU,
MOJHSIB B BO3/IyX BUXPb YEPHBIX MEPHEB.

[IprkocHOBeHMEe MapeHb! CTaj0 HEBBIHOCUMBIM — XOJIOJ, JKET
KOXY, TPOHHUKast BCE NIyOske, 10 KocTel, 10 camoro cepiiia. Cee-
TO3apa MOYyBCTBOBANA, KaK €€ TeJIO COTPACAET JPOXKb, a Mepel
IJ1a3aMU MEJIbKAIOT 00pasbl: ajloe Miamsl, LBETYIIUE MaKH, 30J10-
TUCTBIE BOJIOCHI SIpuiibl, TOHyIIME B cHery. OHa 3aKpuyasa — Win
el [0Ka3ajioch, YTO 3aKpUyaja, — U B STOT MUT MUP BOKPYT pac-
KOJIOJCA, KaK JIEN MO yAAPOM.



OHa pBIBKOM ceJia Ha CBOEM TIO(psiKe, BLIETTUBIITUCH TaJIblIaMU
B IpyOyIo TKaHb ofiesiia. B m36e Ob1o TeMHO, CBeva JIaBHO TO-
racjia, ¥ TOJIbKO CJIaObIi JTYHHBIN CBET IPOOUBAJICS CKBO3b IIIEJN
B cTaBHsX. Cepile KOJOTHIIOCh Tak, OY/ITO XOTeJIO BHIPBATLCS U3
I'Py/H, a IJIEY0, [JIE BO CHE Jiekaa pyka MapeHsl, BCE elE KO
XOJIOZIOM, Kak OyATO OOTWHS U BIpaBay KOCHYJach e€. CBero3a-
pa mpukasia JaloHb K IJiedy, MbITasCh YHATh APOKb, HO XOJIOM
HE YXO[IUJI, CJIOBHO BITUTAJICS B KOXY.

3a OKHOM pazfajcs pe3Kuil, XpUIUIblii KPUK BOPOHA, U OHA
B3/IPOTHYJIa, YyBCTBY$, KaK BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKE IIeBessTcs. Te-
HU B 130€ Ka3aJIUCh IyIIe, YeM OObIYHO, U B HUX YYIUJIUCH OUep-
TaHWs1 — TO JIA KPbUILEB, TO JIM JJIMHHBIX YEPHBIX BOJIOC. "DTO
OBLII COH, — ITIeTITasia OHa ceOe, HO roJioc apoxal. — [Ipocto coH".
Ho B ryOuHe nymmm oHa 3Hasa: 3To ObUIO OOJBIIIE, YeM COH. DTO
OBLIO MpenynpexIcHIe.

VYTpo npuiio TUXO, CIOBHO KpajydyuCh Ha IIBIIIOYKAX.
CKBO3b IIEJTU B CTABHSIX MPOOUBAJIMICh TOHKHUE JTy4H COJTHIIA, 30-
JIOTSI TIBUTMHKY B BO3yXe n30bl. CBeTO3apa Jiexkasia HeTOIBIIK-
HO, BCE emé cxkuMast ofesyio, e€ JIbixaHue ObUIO HEPOBHBIM, a
cepilie KOJIOTHIIOCh, Kak rocjie gonroro 6era. Con o MapeHe He
OTIYCKAJI — XOJIOJl €€ TPUKOCHOBEHMSI BCE €lIE KaaWI IJIeYo, a
CJI0BA, CKa3aHHBIE IIETIOTOM, 3BEHEJIM B yIIax: « bl MOXKEIlb ro-
PEThb C HUM. .. UJTM OCTAaThCsA OfIHA B X0Jo/ie». OHa MOPrHyJIa, IMbl-
TasiCh OTOTHATh BUJICHNUE, HO TEHU B YIITy U30bI Ka3aJIMCh CIIUIII-
KOM JUIMHHBIMU, CJIAIIIKOM WBBIMH.

Pe3kni 3Byk 3actaBui e€ B3poruyTh. Ha nonokonHuke, nps-



MO 3a JIEpEBSIHHOM CTaBHEW, cujien BOpOoH. Ero 4é€pHeie mnepbs
OrecTen B yTpeHHEM CBeTe, Kak OOCHIUaH, a I71a3a, TEMHbIE U
HETOJBUXHbIe, CMOTPEJY MPsAMO Ha He€. OH He KapKHYJI, He I11e-
BEJIbHYJICSI — IIPOCTO CMOTpEJ, U B 3TOM B3IVIsijie ObUIO YTO-TO,
Kak Oy/ITO camMa HOYb OCTABWJIA CBOETO CTpaXka CJIEUTh 3a HEul.
CBeto3apa MeJIeHHO MOJHSLIACh, YyBCTBYSI, Kak MO CIMHE MPo-
Oeraet X0J0]], He CBSI3aHHBIN C yTpeHHel mpoxiaaon. OHa moao-
I1a K OKHY, €€ O0Cble HOTM KOCHYJIMCh XOJIOJIHOTO 3€MJISTHOTO
110J1a, U IPUOTKPbLIa CTaBHIO. BOpoH He yneres. OH Jvib clierka
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, M €r0 B3IJIS/I CTaJI elE OcTpee, Oy/ATO OH BUAET
HE TOJIbKO €€ TeJI0, HO ¥ MBICJIH, CIIPSITAHHBIE TITyOOKO BHYTPH.

Omna oTIIaTHYJIaCh M IOCMOTPENIa BHU3, HA TPaBY O/l OKHOM.
BecHa Obua B pasrape — 3eMJisl yke MOKPbLIACh 3eJIEHBIMU POCT-
KaMH, a TJIe-TO BJAJIeKe CIIbIIIAJICS 3BOHKHUI CMeX JeTel, Oeraio-
X 1o aepesHe. Ho moj1 e€ okHOM TpaBa Obljia HOKPBITa TOHKUM
CJIOEM HHesl, CepeOpPUCTbIM U XPYIKUM, CJIOBHO JIbIXaHUE 3UMBbI
3a[IepKaJloch 3[€Ch Ha OIHY HOUb. VIHEN Jiexkall TOJbKO TaMm, Y3-
KOM IOJIOCOM, KaK CJIe]] OT YbMX-TO IIATr0OB, U NCYE3aJT B HECKOJIb-
KHX IIIarax oT u30bl, IJie HAYMHAIACh TEIUIas, kuBas TpaBa. Cee-
TO3apa 3aMepia, €€ Najblibl BLEIWINCh B IEPEBAHHBIN MOJOKOH-
HUK, 2 BOPOH Ha OKHE BJPYI KapKHYJ — pa3, pe3Ko, Kak Mpery-
MpesKAeHueE.

JBepb U30BI CKpUITHYJIA, U B MpoéMe mosiBuiiachk Jomua. EE
cepeOpsiHbIe BOJIOCHI ObLIM pacTpénaHsbl, a JIUIO, MOPUIMHUCTOE,
Kak Kopa cTaporo ry0a, Ka3ajoch elieé CypoBee, 4eM OOBIUHO.
Ona BoIIUIa, ONUPAsICh HA Y3J0BATYIO MAJKY, U €€ B3I TYT Ke



ynas Ha BopoHa. Ctapyxa OCTaHOBHWJIACH, €€ IV1a3a PACILIMPUIIUCD,
M OHa OBICTPO MEPEeKPEeCTUIACh, MPOOOPMOTAB UTO-TO HEBHSAT-
HOE, M0X0Xkee Ha crapylo MoiuTBy. [IoTom oHa mocMotpesna Ha
Cgetozapy, u B e€ roioce, 0ObIYHO SI3BUTEILHOM, HO AOOPOM,
MpoO3ByYaJia TpeBOra:

— JleBuI1a, XpaHUTEX 3UMBI yXKe TJISAST Ha TeOsI.

Cgero3apa xoTena CopoCUTh, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT, HO CJIOBA 3a-
CTpsi/M B ropinie. JloMHa 1arHyjia K OKHy, CTyKHYJIa NAJIKOW 10
MOJIOKOHHUKY, U BOPOH, HAKOHEII, B3MaXHYJI KPbUIbsIMH, yJIeTast
B HEOO C XpHUILTHIM KpUKOM. Ho vHel moj OKHOM He pacTasii, J1a-
K€ KOIJa COJIHLE MOAHSIOCH BBIIIE U €r0 JIyYd KOCHYJIMCh Tpa-
Bbl. CTapyxa nocmotpena Ha CBeto3apy, 1 e€ B3IJIs ObUT TSIKE-
JIbIM, KaK KaMHU Ha JIHE PEKHU.

— Yro THI BUENIA BO CHE, AeBOYKa? — cripocuia JlomHa, HO B
e€ rosioce He ObLIO JTIOOOMBITCTBA, TOJIBKO HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

Cgero3apa Moyaja, 4YyBCTBYs, KaK XOJIO[ U3 CHAa BO3Bpalla-
ercs, 3anoyiHsag e€ u3HyTpu. OHa He OTBETWJIa, HO €€ MaJIbLbI
HEBOJIbHO KOCHYJIUCH IJIeYa, I1e BCE emE ropell JIEASHOU OKOT.

B rpynu peBymiku 60poiuch 1Ba YyBCTBA: TEILIO, YTO OCTa-
JIOCh OT BOCIIOMUHAHU S O HEM, U XOJI0[1, YTO IIPUHEC COH 0 Mape-
He. OHa npusKaia pyKy K Tpy/d, CJIOBHO MBITASACh YAEPXKATh ITOT
MAaJICHbKHAM OTOHEK, KOTOPBIN pa3ker Apwio y pexu. Ilampipl e€
BCE elIE APOKaJI, a IJIEYO HbUIO, KAK OT HACTOSILIETO 0K0ra, HO
OHA CTHCHYJIa 3yObl U MpOIIeNTasa, Tak TUX0, 4yTo Aaxe JlomHa
HE yCJbllania:

— 51 BCE paBHO €ro yBUKY...



[onoc e€ ObL1 c1abbIM, HO B HEM ropesia ynpsiMasi peimmocTb,
Kak B TOH VKO TpaBe, YToO MpoOMBaeTcsi CkBO3b KamMHu. OHa 3a-
KpbUIa I71a3a, ¥ Mepeji Hell CHOBA BCIIBIXHYIJIM 00pasbl: ajioe Tia-
MsI MaKa, 30JI0TUCTBIM CBET B IM1a3ax SIpuiibl, Y€pHble BOJOCH Ma-
PEHBI, CTpysIIKECs, Kak ThMa. BeTep 3a OKHOM 1IenTan 4yTo-To
HEBHATHOE, ¥ B 9TOM IHIENOTE e YyIUIICS roJ0C OOTMHHU, XOJOI-
HBII 1 HEOTBPATUMBIM.

JlomMHa 1IarHyna K Hei, e€ najika CTyKHyJ/a O 3eMJISIHOM T10J,
HOo CBero3apa He oOepHyaack. CTapyxa XoTesa 4To-TO CKa3aTb,
HO JIMIIIb B3[IOXHYJIa, Ka4yasi FOJIOBOM, M BBIIILIA, OCTABUB JIEBYIII-
Ky ofiHy. TuiHa B n30e cTajia TSUKEIOM, Kak CHeET repeji Oype.



I'naBa 5

Cgero3apa Oesxasa 1o TpPOIMHKE K peke, 00Chie HOTY CKOJTb3H-
JIM TIO BJIQXHOM OT pockl 3emuie. [Ipocras nbHsiHAsS pyOaxa, moj-
NOsICAaHHAS BBIILIMTHIM MOSICOM, TPENeTaia Ha BETPY, a KyBIIKH B
€€ pyKax MOKauYMBAJICA B TAKT TOPOILIMBBIM IlIaraM. Y TpoO AbIIlia-
JI0 CBEKECTBIO, BO3LYX ObLT MPOMUTAH 3allaxOM TAIOIIETO CHera
 MpoOyk aoleiics TpaBbl. TyMaH CTeNUIICS Haf ONSIMU, MSIT-
KHiA ¥ OeJIbIi, CJIOBHO CaBaH U3 e€ cHa 0 MapeHe, HO OH He ITyrajl
— OH MaHWJI, oOeIasi BCTpeuy.

Cepmiie neByImIKM OWUIOCH OBICTPO, OT3BIBASICh HA KaXK[IBIiA
miar. CoH o JiefsiHoM OOrvHe BCE elié XOMoauI JyIly — Te Oesble
r71a3a, TOT roJI0c, YTO 3ByYaJl, KaK TPecK Jibaa: «OH BCeraa Moi».
Ho cunbHee cTpaxa ropesio xejlaHue yBUIETb Spuity, yeit 30510-
TOM B3IVIAA] 3aCTaBJISUI CHET TasATh, a €€ cepale — netb. «Ecim on
TaM, — IIeNTajla OHa, CKUMasi KyBILIUH TaK, YTO MaJblbl OOese-
Jiv, — 5 cripoity ero. Sl y3Haio npaBy».

TpormHKa BUIaCh MeX HU3KUX XOJIMOB, U peKa yxke Orecrte-
Jla Briepeu, cepeOpucTas v kuBasi. E€ mym Bruieraics B yTpeH-
HIOIO TUIIIMHY, KaK 30B, 00eaIIMii OTBETH. TyMaH rycrei, 00-
BOJIAKMBAS TOJIbIe BETBU JIEPEBbEB, U B €0 KTyOaxX UyIuInCh IIE-
IOTBl — TO JIM BETEP, TO JIM T0JI0Ca AYXOB, UTO IPENOCTEpEra-
7 1 3Basm Omke. CBeTo3apa rnorpasmiia KOCy, BHIOMBIITYIOCS
U3-TIOJ1 TJIaTKa, U YCKOpuJa Oer, 4yBCTBYsI, Kak 3eMJIsl O]l Hora-
MU TerieeT, OyaTo npuBeTcTBYeT e€. CTpax OT cHa BCE elg Xo-



JIOWJI TPYIb, HO TOCKa 10 SIpuiie mpliaja spye, Kak Iiams, 4ro
HE IOTaCUTh J1aXke 3UME.

Ona pobGexana 1o peku. Boga Bnepean ka3anach 3epKajioM,
CKPBITBIM 1IOJ] O€JIOH IeJIEHOM, U TOJIBKO JIETKUH IJIECK BbIIABA
e€ nBukeHue. JleByIka 3amMepria, BCIYIIMBAsCh: TUIIMHA ObLIa
IIOYTH TIOJIHOW, JIMIIb PEJKHE Kalllv NaJlajiv C BETOK, Ja Ie-TO
BJJJIM KapKHYJI BOPOH — WJIM 3T0 3X0 cHa? Cepaue e€ cryyalo,
Kak 0apabaH B XOpoBOJE, U OHa noaymaia: "A eciu ero Her?
Ecnu Bc€ 310 b Mo miynas mevra?"

Ho BOT TymaH IporuyJ1, CJIOBHO OT YbEr0-TO MPUKOCHOBEHUS,
Y B IIPOCBETE MOKa3ajack purypa. SIpuio cross, HemoaBUKHBIN,
Kak crarys u3 ceera. Ero 6enas pybdaxa nepeanBaiach B yTpeH-
HMX JIy4dax, BBIIIATAS 30JI0TBIMU HUTSIMH, YTO Ka3aJIUCh )KUBBIMU
— OHM UCKPWJIMCh, OYATO MOWMaHHbIe COMHEeYHble 0Ky, Boro-
Cbl, CBETJIbIE W JUIMHHBIE, NIA/IaJIM HA TUIEYM BOJIHAMM, U OT HUX
VICXOWJIO TEIUIO, pacTallIMBAIOLLIEe MOCIEIHUE KIIOUKH CHETa Yy
ero Hor. Ha royioBe — BEHOK U3 CBEXMX LIBETOB: NOJICHEKHUKH,
IIPUMYJIBI, JaXe paHHME BAaCWJIbKH, KOTOPBIX B 3TO BpeMs roja
He BOAWIOCh. OH NMOBEpPHYJICA K HEU, U €ro 30JIOTUCTHIE IJIa3a
BCTPETUJINCH C €€ B3MISIOM — MPSMBIE, IPOHU3BIBAOIINE, KaK
COJIHEYHBIH JIyY CKBO3b JIUCTBY.

Ceero3apa axHyJa TUXO, HE B CWIax oTBecTd Ma3. "OH
311ECh," — MPOHECJIOCH B T'OJIOBE, M CTpax M3 CHa PacTBOPHIICH,
YCTYIIUB MECTO BOJIHE TEIUIA, YTO Pa3IWIOCh 1O rpyau. Spuio
YJIBIOHYJICSI — MEJIEHHO, HEKHO, U OT 3TOW YJBIOKM TyMaH 3a-
KJTyOWMJICS, OTCTYTIas1, Kak TIOMUMHSSCH ero Bojie. Pexa 3a3Benena,



BO/Ia 3a0ypiiiia y OEperos, U rie-To B ITyOMHE BCIIBIXHYJIH HC-
KPbI — WJIM 9TO OTpaxkeHue ero ra3? OH marayn Oimxe, U 3eM-
JIs1 TIOJl HUM OTO3BAJIaCh: TPaBa 3a3eJIeHesla MTHOBEHHO, POCTKHI
POOMJIMCH CKBO3b ITOYBY, a BO3/yX HAIIOJIHWJICS apOMaToM LiBe-
TYIIUX JIyTOB.




— Twl mpuina, — ckazana OH roJIOCOM, TITYOOKMM U TETUIBIM.
B HéM He ObLIO BOIpOCa, TOMBKO pasocTh, M CBeTo3apa movys-
CTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ HOr'M CaMH HECYT BIIEPEN, XOTS Pa3yM eIIE IIer-
tai1: "Bern, 310 He 11 Te0A". Ho Oexarh oHa He xorena. Xoresa
CTOSITh 3/1€Ch, Y 9TOW PEKH, U CMOTPETh Ha HET'O BEYHO.

Ceero3apa crosiia B miare ot Spuiibl, 4yBCTBY#, KaK €ro Ter-
JI0 OOBOJIAKMBAeT €€, CJIOBHO CONHEYHBIN JIyY, TMPOOMBIIMIACS
CKBO3b YTPEHHUI TyMaH. Peka mena 3a ero ClimHOu, U B €€ IiIy-
M€ OHa CJIbIIIAJIa OTIOJIOCKUM UX MEPBOU BCTPEUU — TOT MUT, KO-
I1a OH MPOM3HEC €€ MMs, ¥ BOJIa 3a3BEHENA, Kak KOJIoKoJI. CoH 0
MapeHe Bc€ ene Herisics 3a Kpasi €€ MbICJIEN: JIEAsIHbIe IJ1a3a,
BOPOHBU KpbUIbsl, XONOAHBIN WENOT. Ho 3a€eck, nepen Apuiion,
9TOT CTpax pacTBOPSUICA, Kak MHEH nop conHueMm. OHa ckana
Kpas aJiv, 9T0O0BI YHATH JAPOXKb B TATIBIIAX, HO €€ cepo-3e/IEHbIe
1J1a3a, JIOBSIIIIUE CBET, ObLIH MOJTHBI PEITMMOCTH.

SApuiio cMOTpes Ha HEe€, U ero 30J0TUCTBIE IJ1a3a CUSLIIU, Kak
crefasi MIIeHULA O] MOTYyJeHHbIM COHIIEM. BeHOK U3 nepBo-
I[BETOB HA €r0 TOJIOBE MePeMBaJICs, OYATO CIUIETEHHBIA U3 COM-
HEYHBIX HUTEH, a Oenast pydaxa, BHIIIUTAS 30JI0TOM, KOJTbIXaJIach
Ha BeTpy. OH marHys Onvxe, ¥ moj ero 60CHIMM HOTaMHU TpaBa
BBIITYCTHJIA TOHKUH 3€JI€HBII POCTOK, OOBUBIIHIA Kpail e€ caro-
ra, CJIOBHO IIPUBETCTBYA €€.

— 41 3Han, 4TO THI MPUJAEIL, — CKA3a1 OH, U €ro rojaoc ObLI
MSTKHUM, KakK TEIUIbIN BETEP, HO B HEM 3BEHEJIa CUJIa, KaK B pEKe
nepe MojaoBoAbeM. — Thl CIIBIIIKIIL MOU 30B TaK K€, KaK 3eMJIs
CJIBILIIUAT BECHY.



CBero3apa BIOXHYJIa PE3KO, UyBCTBYs, KaK €ro cjaoBa oceja-
10T B TPyOH, ClagKue W oOXuramomme, Kak Men. Peka oTo3Ba-
JIach: BOJTHA yAapuiia o Oeper, OpbI3ry B3JIETe N, UCKPSCH B JTydax
COJIHIIA, M apOMaT I[BETYIIMX JIyTOB HAIOJHWI BO3/yX, HECMOT-
ps1 Ha paHHIO BecHy. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA UX TIEPBYIO BCTPEUY — €ro
B3IJISI[, OT KOTOPOTO CHET Tasul, a LIBEThl paciyCKaauch. Torma
OHa 0os1J1ach, HO TeTiephb €€ TSIHYJIO K HeMY, KaK PeKy K MOpIO.

— Th1 O0OT... — TIpoITIenTasia OHa, ¥ €€ TOJI0C IPOTHYJI, BbIAaBas
CMsITEHUE. — §l — BCEro JIMilb JIEBUIIA U3 IEPEBHU. 3a4€M CMOT-
pHILIb HA MEHs?

Slpuno ynbIOHYJICS, U OT 3TOH YJILIOKH peKa BCIbIXHYJIA, OYITO
B BOJIE 3aKIJIMCh 3BE3/1bl. OH HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, pa3IJisibiBasi €€,
CJIOBHO BUJEJ HE TOJIbKO €€ JIMI0, HO M BCE, UTO CKPHIBAJIOCH B
ee cepaue.

— IlotoMy 4TO Thl €IMHCTBEHHAsl, KTO BUJUT MEHsI HE Kak
Mpa3JHUK, a KaKk )KUBOTO, — OTBETWI OH, U B €r0 rojloce MeJIbK-
HyJIa HEXKHOCTb, CMEIIIaHHAS C YEM-TO TITyOOKHM, TTOUYTH TIeuaib-
HbIM. — Tl BUguIIb MeHs, CBeT03apa, U 1 He MOT'y OTBECTH OT
TEOs T1a3.

E€ cepnrie 3a6uock ObIcTpee, M OHA IarHysia Oamke, COKpa-
TUB PACCTOSIHUE MEXY HUMU. Bo3yx cran ryuie, CJI0BHO MPo-
MMUTAHHBIA TEILJIOM ero cjioB. OHa XoTeJjia OTBETUTb, HO CJIOBA 3a-
CTpsiid B ropiie. Bmecto 3Toro oHa nogHsijia B3I, U UX IJ1a3a
BCTPETWIMCh — B €T0 CUSIHMY OHA YBU/IE/IA OTPakeHUE CBOEN Ha-
JeKbl U CBOEro cTpaxa. Peka 3aTmxJjia, CJIOBHO MUP kJIaJl, YTO
OHA CKQXET, HO B 9TOT MUT €€ CEpILE YKE 3HAJIO OTBET.



Ero najblibl KOCHYJIUCh €€ JIaJIOHU — OCTOPOKHO, CJIOBHO OH
OO0sIICS CITyTHYTh 3TOT MUT. B TOT e MUr e€ Koxa BCITBIXHYJIA
TeruIoM, OYJTO JIyd COJHIIA TPOOKJICS CKBO3b OOJIaKa M KOCHYJI-
cs1 e€ cepaua. Ero pyka Obuia TEMION, NOYTH ropsiuei, HoO He 00-
JKHTajia — 3TO TETUIO ObLIO JKUBBIM, KaK JIbIXaHUE 3EMJIM T1OCTIe
3HMBI.

[Mon ux HOramm TpaBa 3aapoxana. TOHKWe 3el€Hble CTeOH
POOMIIUCH CKBO3b BJIAKHYIO 3€MITIO, 3aKPYYHUBAsICh CIIMPATISIMH,
a U3 HUX, IPSIMO Ha IJ1a3aX, PacilyCKaIiCh [IBETHI — MOJCHEKHU-
KU, TIEPBOIIBETHI, SIPKKE, KaK 3BE3/Ibl B yTpeHHeM HeOe. CBero-
3apa axHyna, s BHU3, [Je 3eMJIsl CJIOBHO OXMJIa, BTOPS UX
IIPUKOCHOBEHUIO. 1[BeThl Kauanuch Ha BETPY, KOTOPOTrO YXKE He
OBbLJIO: BO3AYX BOKPYT CTaJl HEMOJBMKHBIM, TYCTBIM, OYATO MUP
3arau AbixaHue. [ITuibl B KpoHaX JepeBbeB 3aMOJIKIIU, U J1aXke
peKa MpUTHXJIa, OCTABUB JIUIIb JIETKUI MIEMOT BOJH.

Cgero3apa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KAK TEIIO OT €r0 PyKU pacTeKaeTcs
1o e€ BeHaM, JI0 CaMOro Cepiiia, U B 3TOM Teruie ObUIO YTO-TO
Oosbiniee, yeM mpocto kacanue. OHO ObUIO Kak oOelaHue, Kak
NIECHs1, UTO MeJ1a O BECHE, O KU3HU, O YEM-TO, YTO OHA €€ He
Moria Ha3Bath. OHa NOAHSAIA B3MJIsA, U UX IV1a3a BCTPETUIINCh
cHoBa. B ero cusinum oHa Bujiea He TOJIBKO PaJIOCTh, HO U TEHDb —
CJIOBHO OH 3HAJI, YTO STOT MUT CJIUIIIKOM XPYIOK, YTOOBI JUTUTHCS
BEYHO.

— CBero3apa, — poUIeNTal OH, U €€ UM B €0 yCTax MPO3BY-
YaJio KaK 3aKJIMHAHUE, OT KOTOPOIO LIBEThl Y UX HOI' PACITyCTH-
JIICB €IIE SApYe.



Ona He OTBeTWJIA, JIUIIb KPErye CxKajla ero pyKy, 4yBCTBYS,
Kak e€ cepjile ObETCSA B TaKT C 3TOW HOBOM, XKMBOUW 3eMJIEN O]
YX HOraMH.

Caeto3apa Bc€ ene ouryIaia Terio ero pyku, Ho B 3TOM Tel-
Jie Terepb Taujlach TPEBOra, CIIOBHO TEHb, YIABILAs HA COJIHEY-
HbIM JIyT. L{BETHI y MX HOT CHSIM, KaK 3BE3/Ibl, TPaBa BUJIACh BCE
rylie, a peKa mneJjia CBOI MECHIO — HO B €€ ceplilie BAPYT BCIbIX-
HYJIY CJI0BA U3 CHA, XOJIO[IHBIE U TSKEIbIE, KAK MHEW HA yTPEHHEN
TpaBe: «OH 6cez0a moti». I'onoc MapeHsl, OCTpbI, KakK Jie3BHe,
IIpOpe3aJl €€ MBICIIU, U OHA HEBOJILHO B3Aporuysa. Bamaa Apu-
JIbl, TIOJIHBIA CBETA, BCE €IIE JIepKasl €€, HO Terepb B €ro 30J10-
TUCTBIX [JIa3aX OHA BUJIEJA HE TOJIbKO TEIUIO, HO M YTO-TO HEU3-
OEKHOE, KakK 3aKar.

Ona oTn€pHyna pyKy, CJIOBHO OOOXIJIACh, U MIArHyja Ha3al.
L{BeTsl 1oj €€ HOraMu KauHyJIMCh, OYATO B pAaCTePSHHOCTH, a pe-
Ka 3a CIIMHOM Spuiibl M3Jas1a HU3KUIA, TOYTH YTPOXKAIOIIMK TyIL.

— D70 omacHo... — npomenTana Cero3apa, U e€ rojsoc ObuI
€J1Ba CJIBIIIICH 32 IIyMOM BOJbI. — JIIomu O0ATCS TOTO, YTO HE TM0-
HUMAIOT. A ... 51 Bujena e€. OHa He OTITyCTUT TeOsl.

SApuniio HaXMypUIICS, ¥ HA MUT €T0 JIMLIO CTaJIo CEPbE3HEE, YEM
COJIHEYHBII CBET, UTO JIWJICS OT Hero. OH IIarHys K Hei, HO He
KOCHYJICS — €T0 pyKa 3aMepJia B BO3/1yXe, CJIOBHO OH YYBCTBOBAJI
e€ crpax.

— A eciu 51 He BepHYCh K Hel? — CIPOCUJT OH, U B €0 rojioce
Mpo3ByYalia Jep30CTb, CMElIaHHasA ¢ oTyasiHueM. — Ecnu ocra-
HYCb 371eCh, C TOOOM?



B TOT %€ Mur 3emJis1 Ol MX HOTAMU 33pOKajia — HE CUJIbHO,
HO JOCTaTOYHO, YT0ObI CBETO3apa MOKAYHYIACh U CXBATHIIACH 34
ero pykan. Peka B31ynach, BOJHbI yAApUIM O Oeper ¢ Takou CH-
JIOH, 4TO OpbI3TH JI0JETENH O UX JIUI, XOJIOAHbIE U PE3KKe, KakK
npenynpexkacHue. Tpasa, TOJBKO UTO 3€JIEHAS U KUBasl, HA MUT
MOKPBLIIACh TOHKOM KOPKOW MHES, & IBETHI Y HOT SpHIIbI TOHUK-
7, OyaTo B cTpaxe. [1e-To B KpoHax JiepeBbeB KapKHYJI BOPOH,
Y €0 IoJIoC pa3HEcCs Haj BOJIOH, CIIOBHO 9XO CJIOB MapeHHbl.
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