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AHHOTaAMSA
Sta jereHga HaunHaercs ¢ Jleca u ¢ xuByIIell B HeM BeabMbl.
Kaxzple nmecaTh JeT cenisiHe OTIYCKAIM JABOMX CHIHOBEW, YTOOBI
YIUTaTUTh KpoBaByio JaHb. Ho omqHax 1! K BegpMe oTrpaBusics BOMH.
On HamepuBajcsi OCBOOOMUTH JepeBHIO oT wra YepHoit BembMbil.
Ho nonyuutcsa g 310 y Hero? Wim 3T0 TOMBKO 3a4MH yXke Jpyroi
ucropuu?
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dosnk-xoppop, TeMHOE (PIHTE3U

IIpeanicTopus

MHorue ucTopuu CKa3bIBaIOTCA, 1a HE MHOTHE 3aKAHYMBAOT-
cs1. HekoTopble MoTHBI BBIMBICTIA, A IpYTve MpaBAUBOCTU. Bripo-
YyeM, 3Ta UCTOPUS HAYMHAETCS C Jieca.

B nmanekoii riiyOuHKe, KyJa AaBHO He 3arisiIbIBAJIA JPEBHUE
Boru, a BepxoBHBIE KHSI3bsI CHI3BEKY 3aMaMATOBAJIH 00 ITOM 3eM-
Jie, cTosi Jiec. beckpallHUil ¥ MOJTHBIA Pa3HOU JUYM, KUBHOCTH,
Aro[ U rpuOOB OH HE3PUMO KOHYAJICS HA OMyIlKe. Tam, rie KoH-
yajics beckpaiinuii, TaMm ke U HauYMHaICs TEeHUCTbIN. DTO JIeB-
CTBEHHBIU, HEMTPOTJISITHBIN, TIOUYTH MEPTBBIH JIeC CKpBIBAJI B cebe
yactnuky camou Hasu. U 3Basnics oH — Temubim Jlecom. B Hem
cpeay TyMaHa MpATAIMCh TEHU JABHO YIIEIUIMX CKUTAJIBLIEB U
— HE OJTHU OHH.

Bricymennsie BeTku TeMHenn Ha (hoHe ceporo Heba. U3 3em-
JIV BBITJISIIBIBAJIA UCKPUBJIEHHBIE OOJbHBIE KOPHU. A B ITyOuHe
Cpeiv HempoXOAMMOM Yally rputaniack 6e3noHHas tonb. OHa
BOHSIJIA, JIa TAK CWJIBHO, YTO KOTJa BETep My, TO 3a0Mpa ¢ Co-
00I1 ee TOITHOTBOPHBINA CMPAJI.

Hepnaneye or Temuoro Jleca crosiia aepeBHs. MectHble u3-



JJABHA J)KWJIM B 9TUX Kpasix. HUKTO y:ke He TOMHUII UMs IEpBOTO,
HaIlIeIIero 3Ty 3eMy0. OQHAKO 3TH MecTa CyIIECTBOBAIN U TO-
ro JIoJibinie. JIIoau XOnuau ype3 peIKoJeche B MBIy KU3HBIO
Beckpaitnuii jiec, a Temublit cTpamui ux. OH HUKOTJa He 11Bell,
a COJTHIIE HUKOTA He 03apsijio ero, Jake B caMble COJTHEUHbBIE U
sicHple THU. K HeMy HUKTO He MpUOIMXKascs, BUIS HE3PUMYIO
TpaHMIly, 4TO Jie)Kasaa BOKPYT Hero. ['paHuiia U3 cMepTH, THUIN
1 6eCITPOCBETHOrO TyMaHa.

MecTHble CTOPOHWIUCH TPOKJIATOrO Jleca, XOTs 3a MHOTHE ro-
Jbl IPUBBIKJINA KUTb psAAoM ¢ HUM. OHM cTpammincs ero. Ho emie
OoJtbllie OHW OOSUTUCH BEJIbMBI, XUBYIeH B HeM. OHa HU pa3y
He BBIXOIWIIA 3a Tpeessl Jleca, HO ee yacTto Buaean 6e31yMHO
OpOMAIIEH IO ero OKparHe.

['psi3HBIE IJTMHHBIE BOJIOCH, CITyTaHHbIE Ha KOHIAX. M3Moxk-
JICHHOE BBICYIIIEHHOE JIUIO. XY/Ible MPYThsl BMECTO KUBBIX PYK.
[Inatbe B ApIpax U B ypoIyiMBbIX NsATHax. Horu ke ee cTpaHHO
U3ruoaIvCh MPH X0ApOe, CIIOBHO OT KaIOro IIara BeJibMa CKJjia-
JBIBAJIACH, KK MOJIOMAaHHAS rapMoIIiKa. A OOChIe CTYITHH, BEYHO
W3rBa3/IaHHbIE CIU3bIO TOIHM, YTONAIU B MEP3JI0M 3emiie TeMHo-
ro Jleca.

HukTo HUKOrAa ¢ Hell He 3aroBapuBaj. XOaujaa MOJIBA, YTO
oHa HeMa. Ho mpoBepuTh mpaBaa i 3T0 HU Yy KOrO HE XBaTajio
pemumocTH. Tak:ke moropapruBajy, 4To BeibMa COCOOHa YOUTh
WM 3apa3uTh TsOKeJIoN OOJIe3HbI0, €ClI TIOCMOTPETh €H B IJia3a.
Ho v npo 310 HUKTO TOUHO He 3HaI. [loToMy ciyxoB 0 Benpme
XOAWJIO MHOKECTBO, HO UTO M3 HHUX JIOXKb, a YTO UCTMHA HUKTO



TOYHO HE BeJall.

Bce thxo pamoBanuck, 4To rps3Has Beapma U3 TeMHOro Jje-
ca MorJia 0e3BbUIA3HO OPOJUTH MO TPAHUIIE U TOJIBKO IMYTalole
CKaJIMThCS Ha JIIOEH.

OpHako XU3Hb B JEpeBHE MPOAOIkKaIack. MeCTHbI Ky3Hell
Epemeii, y KOTOporo ObIJIO TPOE CBIHOBEW W [IBE I0YEpH, 00b-
sBUJ1. YTO ero crapiiasi 104b, camasi KpacuBasi JeBUIIA B A€PEB-
He, JlapeHa — codupaetcs BIOpaTh yaanoro xenuxa. s atoro
Epemeii roTOBWICS YCTPOUTH MUP U MO3BATH JIyUIIIUX IMapHEN He
TOJIBKO B X AEPEBHE, HO M CO Bcer OKpyru. Bee ke momnsa o [la-
peHe, O ee KpacoTe ¥ MaCcTepPCTBY IIMTh HAJIC/ICHHbIE OOKECTBEH-
HOW CcUJION oOepery, JaBHO pasoluiack. MHOrMe CeMbU XOTENN
B3SITh B JIOM CTOJIb YMEJYIO HEBECTKY M IOPOTHUTHLCS C OOraThiM
Y MOTYYHM KY3HELIOM.

K coxanenuio, Majio KTo 3HaJ, 4to JlapeHa XoTh 1 OblIa Kpa-
CHBa JIMIIOM, HO 3a TO/IbI CJIABBI 3aMMeJIa M30aJI0BaHHBINA U TIIIE-
claBHBIN xapaktep. OTell y caM Hajiesyicsi U30aBUTHCSI OT CTOJb
MPUBEPEIMBOMN Jouepu. EMy Koe-Kak yaajloch YTOBOPUTD €€ Ha
IIYMHOE MPa3/IHECTBO, HO B3aMeH Epemeil cortacuiics Ha paBo
BBIOOpA XKeHuXa caMoii! HeBeCcTOr. XOTs I/ie OHO BHIAHO, YTOOBI
JIEBKa BOPOTUJIA HOC OT CBaIbOBI.

HonroxaaHHelid eHb HacTynwi B PaBHonmeHcTBHe. Bee mo-
JIBOPBS YCIIeMU coOpaTh ypoxail U Jaxke YTO-TO 3arOTOBUTH Ha
sumy. Kysnenr Epemeii Toxe B 3ToM rogy coOpai 6oraTyio xat-
BY. Ero CBIHOBbBSI BRIPOCIIA M HAYAJIM IIOMOTaTh €MY B I10JIE Ha 3a-
BHCTh COCEISIM. A Ha MUP MPUIIUIA BCS JepeBHs. /KeHUXU chexa-



JIUCh U3 TPEX AECATKOB COCEHUX CeT M KaX/Iblii CO CBOMMM J1a-
pamu. Bee roctu xaaim oIHOro, KOraa npuaeT KpacaBulia-HeBe-
cTa.

Epewmeii cunien Bo m1aBe crojia M 3aMeTHO HepBHUYAI. OH He
XOTeJT OMO30PHTHCS, HO €ro J0Yb K HEeCYaCThlo OblIa CIUIIIKOM
yIpsiMa ¥ CTPOIITUBA U MOTJIa HAaTBOPUTH Jiest. OH yke coOpacs
BCTaTh, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS IOMOU U TipuBecTH JlapeHy upes cuiy,
KOIJa TOCTU aXHYJIH.

K HuMm nuta ona — HeBecta. ZKeHUXU B OIHOYACHE BHINTPSIMU-
JIUCh Y TOPIIEIVBO YXMBUIBHYJIMCH, & TOCTH KaJHO 3alIENTAIUCh.
Bce xe [Japena pagoBaa 1;1a3 He TOJIbKO JIMYMKOM, HO U TTOXO/I-
KOH, M CTAHOM, U TOPJIbIM BEJIMYaBbIM B3IJISIJIOM.

Hesecra B 1pHAHOM 0€JIOM IJ1aTHE C 0COOOH BBIIIIMBKOM, 3HA-
YeHHe KOTOPOro NMOHMMAaJIa OfHa JMIb JlapeHa, U C IUIEeTeH-
HBIM PSIOMHOBBIM OOOJKOM BCTaJIa TIOCPen nupIiecTa. sKeHu-
XM aTYHO 3aKPYKWIM BOKPYI HEe, HO OHAa HE JaBaja HUKOMY
HU PYKU CBOEH, HU XOTs Obl OJIATOCKJIOHHOCTH B BHJE B3IJIS/A.
JInmb npe3puTtesbHas yCMellKa MosiBJIsUIach Ha IEBUYBMX yCTaX,
KOI/1a KTO-TO MbITAJICS MPUOOHATH CTPONTHBYIO HEBECTY UJTU TO-
0 XYyKe, IMOIIeJIOBaTh B aJible MyXJible I'yObl, KOTOpPBIE YaIlle KpH-
BUJIVICh, YE€M YJIBIOATHCH.

Hegecra taHuieBaa ogna. Iloa B3misgaMu JeCSTOK JIIOIe OHa
KpYKWJIach, BCKUHYB pyku K HeOy. OHa npocuiia HeOo 1 3eMITIo,
dApuno u [Nepyna o ceodone. OHa xoTesa cTaTh NTULIEH, UTO Jie-
THUT K COJIHITy ¥ pOOMBAeTCsi CKBO3b rpo30Bble Tyu. Ho mpeB-
Hue boru He cibinanu ee. OHa ocTaBaIach HAPsTHOW HEBECTOU,



a PSIOM KPY:KWJIA HETEPHEIUBbIE KEHUXHU.

— IlonHo, lapeHna, — pssBkHy1 Epement. — Tl 1010 OTKJIa0bI-
BaJia CBOW BBIOOP. ThI jKellaia CaMbIX JIyUIIUX KeHUX0B. BoT oHn
coOpasIiCh CO BCeH JIepeBHU U Jlaxe ¢ Onmvkaiimmx. Thl kaxaa-
JIa BeCeJIbIi MUp, YTOOB! OTHPA3HOBATH TIOMOJIBKY. Tak BOT OH.
Bce mbl Haenuch 1 oxmenenu. Mbl TOTOBBI YCJIbIIIATh TBOUW BbI-
6op. Tak koro Tsl BeIOpana, [lapena?

HeBecra c ynblOKO# 3acThijla M C XOJOJHBIM HHTEPECOM
BCMaTpuBajach B Juia rocreil. OTel] HeBECThl TEPSLT TEPIICHUE.
OH CTYKHYJ1 TpOMaJIHBIM KYJIQKOM IO CTOJIy, OT YE€ro KyBLIMH
CO CJIAAKOUN MEIOBYXOM OMPOKUHYJICS. MeIOBbIY HAITUTOK MOTEK
Ha3eMb, a 3eMJIsl BMUI COXpajia KPEIJIEHOE MUThE.

— JlapeHa!

— Ho 51 HuKoOro He BhIOpasia, — TPOMKO MU3BECTHIA BCEX HEBE-
CcTa.

Bokpyr nogHscs HenoBosbHbIM roMoH. Kak cmena neBuna
IIPOTUBUTHCA BoJie otua? Torna xKeHux u3 ceja 1o Jpyryro cro-
pony TemHuoro Jleca BbICTYIIUI BIIEPEL.

— HeyxTo MBI TeOe He 1o HpaBy, HeBecTa?

— Yro BBI, — axHyJa JlapeHa, npukaB TOHKUE Majblbl K Ty-
6am. — KoHeuHo, 1o HpaBy. EcTh cpeny Bac cMebie OXOTHUKH,
IIPY KOTOPBIX TPETIEIET TUKUI 3Bepb. V1 OpaBble BOUHBI, TIPO KO-
TOPBIX YK€ ClaraloTcsl AUBHbIE JiereHabl. KTo-10 U3 Bac croco-
OeH oOmarbesl ¢ ApeBHUMU boramu, a KTO-TO YMEH He MO To-
JamM. MHe MHoroe npo Bac pacckasbiBajii. Ho BbI 1151 MeHsI Bce
Ha OJHO JIMIIO, a 51 XO4y JIOCTaThCs JydlieMy. Tomy, KTO cMo-



et BorTu B TeMHbli Jlec, mpoiTu Ype3 HEMPOXOAUMYIO TOIb U
yOWUTh TPS3HYIO BEIbMY, CTOJIETUSIMHU XKUBIIYIO TaMm. I Xouy ro-
JIOBY 3TOM CTPAIIIHOM BEIbMBI M TOT, KTO IIPUHECET €€, CTaHET
MOUM KEHUXOM.

Berep nogxsartui cjioBa HEBECTHI U YHEC UX ITPOUYb B CYMEPKH
Temuoro Jleca. Paznanca cmex. Ero nogxsaTbiBaay MOXEITEB-
1IMe JIUCTbSI Ha AepeBbsX. TpaBa, NpUrudasich, yCuauBasa KyT-
KM TOJI0C JiecHOU BeibMbl. OOcTynui xonoa. ['octu, KeHUxu u
cama HeBecTa 350K0 MoeXuich. Koxa MoKpbuIach METKUMU ITy-
TIBIPBIIIKAMH U JIIOAU, KOTOPBIE HEAABHO TSHYJIUCh K KPACUBOU U
IOHOM HeBecTe, OTCTYNUIM. CTasi YepHbIX BOPOHOB B3METHYJIACh
BOKpYT Japensl. OHU, KapKasi, KpyKWJIM Hall HE, a TUKUI CMEX
JIMILIb YCUJTUBAJICSL.

— 3agymasia cjoMaTh MO0 TEMHHULLY, — ITPOLIEJIECTEI TOJIOC,
YTO CMEHSUICS C HEXXHO-IPUTATATEIBHOIO HA KYTKO-yCTpallal-
mui u odparHo. — HeBecra 3axoTtena Moiay4uTh OT MEHs MMoja-
pok. Tak nomyyvai!

Boponel Bciopxuynu. Berep pe3ko yrux. Tarydad tuimna
JaBWJIa U CBOJMJIA C yMa.

Hesecra cTosina B ueHTpe, ocTaBIIMCh ofHa. OHa UCITyraHHO
OIJIs/IbIBAJIACK, UIIIA IOMOIIM OT APYTHMX WM K€ OMACHOTO Bpara.
Ho Huuero we mpoucxomuio. Crosiia OakeHHas, YyTh TPETeT-
Hast Tuib. Brapyr [lapeHa ynsiOHysmach U pacciaabiaeHHO 3acMesi-
J1ach.

— He nonumaio, mouemy pansiiie ee He younu. OHa cTpaliHa
OJJHUM JIMIIIb JIMKOM, & HE CMEPTOHOCHOW CHJIOU.



Ee cioBa pa3psianam 0OCTaHOBKY, M HEKOTOPBIE TOCTH T'POMKO
BBIJIOXHYJIM U paccMesuTiCh. JKeHUxu ¢ yJIBIOKaMy TieperiisiHy-
yuck. HeBecra ¢ 3a10pom NoaXBaTuiIa 4yxkylo pajocThb, MOMPaB-
JIsisl HA TOJIOBE PSIOMHOBBIN BEHOK.

Ho cTonio cTUXHYTh MOCAEIHEMY CMELIKY, KOT/Ia TPECKYUUI
Y JIOBOJIbHBIM TOJIOC BEIbMbI KOCHYJICSI PaCIyIIEHHBIX BOJIOC JIe-
BUIIBL:

— bnarogapro. .. Ileyars oTKpbLIACE.

BenpMUHCKU 1IENOT €/1Ba yrac, Kak HEBECTa C BOILIEM yIaJia.
bonp npoknAaTed nepekunynace Ha JlapeHy. JleByiika COraynach
1 3aKanuisuia. OHa BRIILUTIOHYJIA KPOBABYIO CIIIOHY HA 3€MJTIO, KO-
I1a BHOBb JIUKUH CMEX C €[1Ba CJIBIIIMMbIMU CJIOBAMHU [TPOHECCS
10 JIepEBHE.

— Tema! 3abepu cede To, uTO TeOe MPUIUTACTCH.

B u3HeMoxeHuM HeBecTa OTKHMHYJIA TOJIOBY, MOKAa3aB BCEM,
KaK M3-3a pTa, Va3 M yIIEN 3aCTPyWaCh HECKOHYAEMbIM IIO-
TOKOM KpOBb. beJsioe 11arbe opocuiioch CyKpoBHILIEH, COBNaAas
IIBETOM C y30p4aThiM mosicom u obeperom. Heecra mognecna k
JIMILy CMOPIIEHHBIE U MIOKPBIThIE CTAPYECKUMH TMSATHAMU PYKH U
— obomuienia. Besib TONTBKO YBU/IEB CTAPOCTh, OHA HAKOHEI] UCITY-
rajgach v 3aKpuyaa.

Torma xe ouHynHch U Joau. Pa3zpganics KeHCKUW BU3T, eMy
BTOPWJI AETCKUM T1ad. My:KUMHBI PYraJIuCh U MaJald Ha KoJje-
HHU, Mpocsl y Heba npoieHusi. JKeHuXu UCIyraHHO OTIPBITHY/IN
OT MOJYMEPTBBIX PYK HEBECTHI, KOIJ]a OHA HA MOCIEAHEM U3/Ibl-
XaHWHM TOTSHYIACh K HAM.



OxpoBaBJieHHAas HEBeCTa yIayia HaB3HUYb 1 3a01JIach B CYI0-
porax. KpoBb npofoikania Teub yepe3 JOMHYBIIUE BOJIAbIPH, a
JIEBUUbE TEJIO MEJIJICHHO YChIXaJIO, OCTABJISASI UCXYAIYI0, XPYII-
KYyI0, KOCTJISIBYIO IJIOTh. MsrKas 3eMJisl CO 3BEPUHBIM allETH-
TOM, MOIOOHO TOMY, KaK HE/IaBHO OHA ’Kpajia MEIOBYXY, BITUThI-
BaJia B ceOst KPOBABYIO JaHb. A BOPOHBI TEPIIEIMBO K AAJIH, KOT/Ia
TeJIO 3aMPET, YTOOBI TIONMMPOBATh U M.

K HeBecte koe-kak mpoOmuch aBoe OpatbeB. OHU OIyCTHU-
JIUCh HA KOJIEHU TMIEPEe]] CECTPOMA, CITyYailHO KacasiCh )KePTBEHHOU
KPOBU Y HEBOJILHO OTOMpAst y 3eMJIH e¢ JIaHb.

B onHO MraoBenue jayma JlapeHsl yiuia, a Oparbsi CKJIOHU-
JIOCh yKe Hall oxJiazeBuieM MepteenoM. CMepTh efBa ycrena
BOITU B CBOU IpaBa HaJ I€BUYbUM TEJIOM, KaK BAPYI MEPTBbIE
PYKM B3METHYJIMCh U CXBaTWJIM OOOMX MJIAJIBIX MYKYWH. be3-
’KU3HEHHBIE TJ1a3a PACIaXxHYJIMCh, a OJIe/IHbIE TYObl PACKPBUINCH.

— OHa npuHaUIekUT MHE! — MPOroBOpuiia ycomiias cecrpa
rojocoM BeabpMmel.

Tenb HakpbLIa 000X OpaThEB, a HAa X OE3BIMSHHBIX MATbIIAX
MOSIBUJIMCh YepHBIE 000IKH KoJiell. OT MCIyra OHU MOMbITAINCh
COpBarTh UX, HO Oe3ycrientHo. Hao60poT, Kosblia TONBKO IJIOTHEe
CKaJIUCh, IOCTABJIsIsl 00JTb HOBOSIBJIEHHBIM BJIaJIeJIbIIAM.

Benpma ycMexHymach ry0aMu CECTPHIIBI, OTITYCTUB MX U Ha-
MOCJIeZJOK MPOTOBOPUB:

— Bol ctaneTe moumu. Bel 06a nipuete B Mol Jlec. A eciu no-
cMmeeTe POTUBUTHCS, TO Ballla IEPEBHS HAUHET cTpajarh. 1 Bel
Oyzete ToMy BUHOU. BbI 1 Baia TiecnaBHas cecrpuia. CMepThb



Oy/IeT KpYKUTbh BOKPYT JEPEBHU, TIOKA Bbl HE BOW/IETE B UEPTOTU
Temuoro. [la 6yneT HeCOKpyIIMMbIM TpoKJiAThe HaBu.

['onoc cmornk, a MepTBOe Tesno Oe3BOJILHO yMajo.

['poboBasi TuIIMHA MpepbIBaIach KJIEKOTOM MTHII, YTO CaMO-
3a0BEHHO MOKUPATH OE3JbIXaHHYIO TUIOTh, C PE3KUM 3BYKOM OT-
pbIBas MsACO OT KOCTH. bparbsa rHanu BOpoHOB OT JlapeHbl, HO
pa3Be BECTHUKOB CMEPTH MOXHO MporHatb. OHU MOTYT TOJBKO
COM3BOJIMTH U YJIETETh TOT1A, KOIJa 3aKOHYAT MUPOBATh.

Jlionu, 9T0 HEJABHO OBLIIM TOCTSIMU, BHIOUPAJIMCH U3 YKPBHITUIA
U noi0Mpauch Omke K modowuty. OHU UK, HE YypasiCh CBOE-
r'0 HEOOBSICHUMOTO TOJIOIHOTO XKeJIaHu sl TOCMOTPETh Ha OCTAaHKH!
HeBecTbl. OHM CTyNalu TO MeIJIEHHO, TO Pe3Ko, He 00sICh Be/b-
MHHCKHMX BOPOHOB U THeBa Ky3Hela. VX TsiHyna cMepTh U KPOBb,
IJIyllla COYYBCTBUE U COXKAJICHUE.

Opun Tonbko Epemen nporuBwics 4dy:xxou Bojie. OH BbUI U
IUIakall, cTosl Ha KojeHsax. OH Isagen, Kak OT AOYepH OCTall-
Cs1 JIMIIIb TIpax, Ja pSIOMHOBBIA BEHOK. A OpaThsi OMTHOBPEMEHHO
o6epuymuch Jlecy. Komblia O671ectenu B BeUepHUX OTCBETAX COJTH-
112, HO AYIIIM UX XaxJanu yutu. Yurtu B Jlec, upe3 Tonb k Benpb-
M€, UTO BJIeKJa UX U kJana. OHM IarHy/iM HaBCTpeuy HaBsI3aH-
HOU cynpOe, kak EpeMelt BCKOUMIT U He MyCTUIT UX.

Orent cibiman kaxaoe cioBo BeapMbl. OH 3HAJ, 4TO OXMAJA-
JIO BCIO JIEPEBHIO, €CJIM CHOBA MPOrHeBUTH ee. Ho He Mor oH ory-
CTUTh CBIHOBEH CBOMX Ha BepHyIo rnbdesb. He B crax oTiia mpoii-
TH MAMO O€JIbl POIHOW KPOBUHYIIIKH.

Tonbko He crac Ky3Hell CBOMX JIETeld, a Ha JEPEBHIO C TeX



TOp JIETJIO CTPAIIHOE MPOKJIAThE. Y Tskesble rofbl MPUIIUIU B T€
Kpas.

A B Temnowm Jlecy nponoikaina xutb Beapbma. YepHas Begp-
Ma OblJIa MpeKpacHa, Kak Iapuiia Mpaka u rudenu. Kaxmnoe ne-
CATUJIETUE NTWJIA OHA KPOBaBYIO 1aHb. HUKTO He cMen ociyiaTh-
4 ee, MOKa OJHAXK /bl HE POOMJICA TOT, KTO cBA3aH ¢ Haspio. Tor,
KTO He sIBJISUICSI HU CMEPTHBIM M HU MePTBbIM. TOT, KOMY CyX-
JeHo Obl10 ocBobonuTh YepHyto Benpmy ot 3atouenust B Tem-
HoMmy Jlecy.

Yacrts 1

I

Bbonavwe eexa cnycms.

— O Benukuit TeMHOOYMIA, B HOUM HenporisiaHOW. Mpako-
JIVMKUH, cpeau KaMHsI oTBecHoro. [Ipuciymaiicss, Yeprobdoxe, K
HamuM HajiexaaMm. [puan k Ham, YepHoOOXke, B UEPHBIX OfIeXK-
nax. Knem teds1, 3nopapyii, B Oypio MOIOTyI0, Cpeu MOCEeSTHHOM
nopun. Bemmyaiicss YepHoOoke THICTYSTUKHN!

CrapeuiHa JEPEBHU 3aIie eIle rpoMye, KOrjaa OIiH Celsi-
HUH BBIIIIE] Ha aJITAPh U TIOJI0KUJT KOPHETLIOABI CO CBOETO OTOPO-
Ja, a Ipyroy BeIBeJ MOJIOAOro Obryka. OcTayibHble CeNsiHe OIy-
CTUJIMCh HA KOJIEHU W BO3HECIH PYKH K HOuHOMY HeOy. [TonHas
JIyHa OCBellaJia cepeOpUCThIM CBETOM HEBBICOKHI aJITaph, Ha KO-
TOPOM CTOsUT TIPUBSI3AHHBINA OBIK M CTApPEeUIIMHA C HO)KOM. TOH-
KO€ OCTpOe Jie3BMe OTOPAChIBAIO JUIMHHBINA JTyHHBIN j1y4d. CTa-
pelImHa, yxe TIyOOKHid CTapuK ¢ Oeoil 60poaoi U B YepHOM
OZIeSTHUM, BCKUHYJI PYKY C OOPSIOBBIM HOKOM M 3aKpUYaJT:



— T'oit, YepHoOoxe!

U TyT censiHe NOBTOPUJIM 32 HUM U 3aTPsCIM PyKamMH HaJl ro-
JIOBAMH:

— T'oit, YepHoGoxe!

— [o3Bosb MHE OBITH TBOMM MTOTBOPHUKOM! — BHOBb KPUKHYJI
CTapeuIInHA.

A censiHe 3a00pMOTAJIH.

— IToTBOpHMKOM BO ThME.

— Byny nomorats BopoiuuThb yriu B YepHoit Ky3Huibl HaBu! —
KPHUKHYJI CTapeiIlINHa, XBaTasiCh 32 ObIYbU POTa.

— YepHasa ky3uuua Hasn!

CrapeiinriHa OTKMHYJI TOJIOBY, MTOACTABUB JIULO O] JIYHHBIN
CBET, U UyTb THIIIE 3aTOBOPKJI:

— Jla mycTh TIPOCTYIOK HeBecThl 3a0ynercs: YepHoit Benp-
moit. ITyctb noctynok Epemesi, uto otnpaBuiics 3a npolieHrueM
B Temnniii Jlec k Yepnoit Begpme He mipoiieT napom. OtoOpaH-
HBIE Y HETO BCE HEMPOXKUTHIE rofibl. ITycTh cMepTH CTONIBKUX MO-
JOOBIX MyK4YMH He 3a0ymyTcs. [Ipumu Harny kepTBy ¥ IOMOTH
HaMm. ['oit Biuke 6oxe! T'oit, YepHoOoxke!

— T'oit, YepHoGoxe!

B equHOM puTMe JIMTaBPIIMKY 3a0WJI B OTPOMHBIE JTUTABPHIL.
ITaTh cCaMbIX JIOBKMX JIEBUI] 3AILIICAJIM B JUKOM TaHLIE IPEBHEMY
TeMHOMY bory. A crapeuinvHa, OHOM PYKOU Jepxkach 3a por,
Jpyroid MOJTHMEHOCHO pacceKk HOKOM MOIIHYIO LIEH0 MOJIOIOTO
ObIKa. BbIYbsi KPOBb MPOJMIIACH HA KAMEHHBIH aJITaph, a JTUTABP-
MK YCKOPWIM PUTM. JKepTBEHHBII 3BEPh OIYCTUJICS Ha OIHO



KOJIEHO, €ro IJla3a 3aKaTWIKCh. A BCE CeJIsIHE Pe3KO 3aMepiiu,
U3/1aBasi TOPJIOBbIE 3BYKH B TaKT JuTaBpaM. OOpsiioBast My3bIKa
Jonnia 1o nmuka. Ho korjga ObIk maj, Bce MTHOBEHHO 3aTHXJIO, a
CBSIIIIEHHBIA 00PsI]] 3aBEPIIINIICS.

TullmHA ¢ MPUBKYCOM OXMIAHMS Y HA/AEK/Ibl OKyTala MeCT-
HbIX. [lepBble MUHYTHI [TOCTIE TAMHCTBA BCET/IA KA3aIUCh AJIsI HUX
4YeM-TO OOJBIIIUM, Aa’ke BO3BBIIIEHHBIM. KaxIplii U3 HUX ellle
KaKOe-TO BpeMsl MOJIUJICS PO ceOsl 3a KU3Hb, CEMBIO U CBOE T10-
nBopbe. Ho 3arem Bce oHu obopaumBanuch k TemHomy Jlecy,
HAJIesICh YBUJETh MbLIb, & He BeabMy, Ty/sionyo noja cepedpu-
CTBIM CHUSIHUEM TIOJTHOM JIyHBI.

Korna-To Gosnbliie cTa et ToMy Ha3ajl ee 3BaJi IPsI3HOM Bejib-
mou. Korga-to Oostmuck Oombilie Tpe3 U pocckasHent o Jlece
Y CTpAIllHOM BEIbME, HO MHOIOE€ M3MEHWIOCh 3a IMPOIIEAIII
Bek. Hekorna rps3nast Begpma obparuiack B UepHyio Benpmy.
B He3emHoe cyl1ecTBO, YTO MOPaXxaso TejIo U MOMIOMAJIO TyIy.
Ee rnmagkue yepHble BOJIOCHI, pacIyllieHHbIE 10 CaMbIX KOJIEH,
pa3BeBasKCh Ha BeTpy. [1naThe XOTh Takoe ke rpsiI3HOe U PBAHOE,
HO OHO 00Jierajyio ToueHyto (PUrypKy, a JyHHbIE CBET MOTYEPKU-
BaJ u3siHbe U3ruObl. CTPONHBIE U POBHBIE HOTM MEJIbKAIA B
JUIMHHOM pa3pe3e 100KU, a MaJIeHbKHE CTYITHH MTPU KaXI0M IIia-
re yTOnajay B TUHE, PUTIOHUMAsI TYCTYIO 3eJIeHb TOMU. A TyObl
— aJible, MyXJIble U JI0 yKaca MSATKUE, HACMEIILJIMBO U3rMOaUCh,
KOI/Ia pa3pylIniIach €lle O/IHA HAaJeKa CENsH.

KT0-TO cpenu MecTHbIX HE BbAEPKaJl U FOPbKO 3apblaal, a
Benpma, HakJIOHMB TOJIOBY, MPEBKYIIAIONIE YIBIOHYIAch. Beapb



3aKaHUYMBAJICS MOCJIE/IHUI JIEHb Mepe]l OCEHHUM PaBHOIEHCTBU-
€M CITyCT4 ellle ofHo aecaruiere. [locnenHss Houb nepen TeM
Kak BegpMa BeIOepeT HOBYIO J1aHb B3aMEH Ha OJ1arornoiyyue Bcen
nepeBHu. Ha paccBere ciienyiomiero Hs 1BO€ MOJIObIX MapHen
MOJTyYaT €€ 3aBETHBIE KOJIbLIA, a 3aTEM OHA HABCEr/a MOKWUHYT
CTEHBI POJHOTO JIOMa U JTIOOMMBIX JIOJEH. DTH ABOE YCTIEIOT TOMb-
KO MPOCTUTBCS CO BCEMH, HO TOC/IEe OHM Harpassrtcs K Jlecy u
NEePeCTyNAT HEBUAUMYIO rpaHully. M Korga ux TeHU yTOHYT B
CTYCTHUBIIIEMCS] TYMaHe, 0 HUX 3a0y/lyT B IepeBHE U TIOXOPOHST
B ITyCTOU MOTHJIE.

Takoe mporCXOAUIIO MOCEHIOI COTHIO JIET, KaK pacCKasbl-
BaJIM CTApUKH, /1a U caM boryuyap ogHax bl BUJeI, Kak JaHb UC-
Je3asia Bo Mpake Jleca, a cessiHe 3aTeM XOPOHWIIU yCTOH rpod.

OpnHako cTpax He TyMaHui boryyapa. OH 6e3 yTailku cMOT-
pen Ha BenpMy, Kak oHa yiabiOanach, 0OJIOKAYMBAsCh HAa CTBOJ
OOJIBHOTO JepeBa, Kak MpoBeJa Mo rydam, Kak HeOKUAaHHO UC-
ye3ia B HENpoIJIsAHOM TyMaHe. boryudap co CKyKo# nepeBel
B3MJISA], C Jieca Ha censiH. HekoTopele MOAHSUIMCH C KOJIEH, HO
OosipllIasi YacTh MPOAOJIKANIA BCKUIbIBAT PYKH K HEOy M pe3-
KO najgarh Hull. OHU He TepsUIM HaJIeXK/Ibl U IOITOMY MOJIUJINCh
YepHoOory, XoTst 00psi/i JABHO 3aKOHYMIICS.

3a COTHIO JIET MECTHbIE MCIPOOOBAN TOKJIOHEHNE Pa3HBIM
ApeBHUM Boram, yroBasi Ha UX 3alUTy. DTOT Yepell MpuUIlIescs
Ha YepHoOora. Ha caMoro TaHCTBEHHOTO U pa3pylIUTEILHOTO
Bora. [Topenurens camoint HaBu 1 BiacTutesist 4epHOM Ky3HUIIBL.
Ho kazanocs, uto 310 Bce Oecrnione3no. A YepHoit Benpme rHeB



JpeBHUX BoroB OoJbIIIe CMEINIT, YeM IyTall.

Boryuyap Haxomwics nozanu ogHocenbyaH. OH CTOsUT B Te-
HU, CTapasich He NpUBJIeYb K ceOe BceoOlee BHUMaHUe. | HeB
3anonHs oHoiy. Korga Bce cesisiHe mpekpaTuiiv MOKJIOHSTh-
Csl U C pa30vyapoBaHUEM BCTalu, boryuap He yaep:xascs U Noj-
’KaJ1 ryObl, TPUKYCHB MX JI0 KpoBH. Ero pasapaxkana cnadas Bo-
Jisl MECTHBIX Y MX TOCTOSIHHAsl HaJIek/1a, YTO CIIAaCEHUE MPUIET
u3BHe. K coxasienuio, eMy npuxoanioch CKpbIBaTh 3TH YyBCTBA
¥ MOJTYaTh, KOIJIa BCE BBHICKA3bIBAIMCh. Bellb ChIH CTaperIuHbI
HE MMEJN MPaBO UMETh «Takoe» MHeHue. M3-3a 3roro borydap
CTpeMWJICS K yequHeHMo. YToOb! JIMIIHUEI pa3 He BBIBOIUT U3
ceOsI 0TI ¥ CTAPEUIITMHY B OJHOM JIUIIE.

CensiHe BCTAIM M HAYAJIM MEIJICHHO pa30penaThCsl B pa3HBIX
HanpasyieHusx. I[Ipecrapesnbie m0au, KOTOPBIX KpOBaBas [1aHb
yke 00XO/IrIa CTOPOHOM, OTITPABUJIKChH B JIOM CTapeHIuHbl. Tam
OHHU B criopax oOCyasIT OyayIIyio KepTBY JACATUIETHS, a, YCIIO-
BUBIIKCh, BBITBIOT IOMUHAJIBHYIO OOUKY MEIOBYXH.

Mornognoe ke U COBCEM I0HOE MOKOJIEHUE, K KOTOPOMY OTHO-
cwica 1 boryyap, yxoqwiu Ha Koctpuile B beckpaiiHuid Jjiec.
Tpaauius TpedoBasia, YTOObI MOJIOAEKb cOOpanach BOKPYT KO-
CTpa B HOUb Itepe]] oceHHUM PaBHOAeHCcTBHEeM. UTOOBI B MCTEKa-
omye yacel nepeq IponjanreM ceepmiack MociaeIHsis BCTpe-
4ya B TOM € COCTaBe, UTO U MPEK/IE.

DTa BCTpeua — MPoIlaHue MOJIOIBIX APYT C IPYroM, a TaKxke
HOYb JIaBHEW UCTOPUH, CTABIIIEH JIETEHIO0M B UX KpasiX.

— Bor rue Tol ipsiyenibes, — U3 TeHU Ha borydapa BeIIpbIrHY1a



JIeBYIIIKA.

CrosiHa cxBaTWIIaCh 3a JIAAOHb MAPHS U TECHO K HEMY MPHKa-
Jlach, 3aryisipiBasi CHU3y BBEpX B €ro miaza. boryuap HEBOJIBHO
3aCMOTpEJICS HA MIIIEHUYHbIE IJTMHHbIE BOJIOCHI, YTO CITyCKAJINCh
10 camoil Tanuu. OHM paciyllieHHble B 3TOT JIEHb UIPUBO pa3-
BEBAJIMCh, TAHITYs MO/l JyHOBEHMEM BeTepka. [ oiyObie 1eBudbn
m1a3za Osecrenu npu Bujie borydapa, a ryObl UCKpeHHe yibiOa-
JMCh. [leBylKa He CKpbIBajla CBOMX YYBCTB U OTKPBITO MX IPO-
sBJIs1a. XOTsl OHA, camasl KpacuBasl IEBYIIKA JEPEBHU, MOIJA
BBIOpaTh B skeHuxu Jioooro. Ho CrostHa Oblla HeyMOMMa, Kak
Ob1 He rHeBaJics oTell. OHa MpoAoIkaa BIOOJIeHHO CMOTPETh Ha
XMypOro 1 oquHoKoro borydapa, Kotoporo 6e3 NprUYuHbI CTO-
POHWJIKCH B JIEPEBHE.

Boryyap He HaxXMypwWJICs IPU BUJE JEBULIBI M HE OTIIATHYJICS
OT ee pUKOCHOBeHU#. Ho B TO ke BpeMs He YJIBIOHYJICS el B
otBeT. OH BHUMATEJIBHO pa3misAbIBal €€, HO MyKCKOM MHTEPEC
B HEM BCe Tak:ke He npocsinaics. CTosHy 310 He cMyinaio. OHa
KPETKO YXBaTWJIACh 32 MO3OJIMCTYIO MYKCKYIO JIAZJOHb U YBEPEH-
HO ToBeJ1a napHs 3a coooil. CeroyiHs oHa Oblla HaMepeHa MpoBe-
CTHU BeCh Beuep C JTIOOMMbBIM, Jake eCIIU TIOCIIe €€ HAKakeT OTell.

BnBoem oHM HampaBUJIMCh K YK€ 3aMETHOMY K3-3a JIEPEBbEB
KocTpuily. Mosioiep O BCe IEPEBHU MOTYKPYTOM PacCenach
BOKPYT KOCTpa, OOHMUMAs1, KTO-TO BO3MOXHO B MOCJEIHUN pa3,
CBOMX M30paHHHMII.

Boryuap co CTOsIHOI NPUIILIN TOCIEIHUMHU.

WX coBMeCTHBIV MPUXO[ IPUBJIEK U3JUIIIHEE BHUMaHKe. Bee



3Ha/M 1po uHTepec CTOSIHBI, HO TAK)Ke BCE 3HAM, KAK OTHOCHII-
¢4 ee orel] K borydapy. Ho eme Bce ycinoxHAIOCh TEM, UTO cpe-
JI1 MOJIOZIEH TIPUCYTCTBOBAJI HEKOT]a HApEYEeHHBIN JKEHUX Je-
BYIIKHU.

JIpoOH — CBIH MeJTbHUKA, JOJIbIIE APYTUX YASPKUBAI B3IJISI]T
Ha CLEIUIGHHBIE PYKM Omo3faBinedl mapel. Ero He cmymaim
cMeniku apy3eit. OHu ero 6osbie rHeBuId. OH 70 CHX TIOP ITOM-
HWI, KaK mpuien cBararbesi K CTosiHe MpOIIUIOi BECHOM, a Ta
I'POMOTJIACHO OTKa3ajia eMy. Toria oH 4yBCTBOBaI ceOs1 yHUKEH-
HBIM, CENYAC e — ySA3BJICHHbBIM.

Tak kak HOYb mepen PaBHONEHCTBUEM SIBJIsIACh TaKke HO-
Ybl0 OTKPOBEHUI. B 3TH yachl MHOTHME PAaCKpHIBIUM CBOM UyB-
CTBa, OIIyIasl IpeA3HaMeHOBaHUE CKOpoi rudenu. Mpak, 4rto
OKYTHIBAJI BCIO IEPEBHIO, 3aCTABJISLT YyBCTBOBATh KU3Hb CUJIbHEE
u sipye. IMeHHO OSTOMY B 3Ty HOYb MHOTHME OTKPBIBAJIM CBOU
JYIIA 9yKUM.

[Mpuxon CrosiHbl o, pyKy ¢ boryyapom st lpoGHa siBisi-
JIOCh Jjake OOJIBIIIM OCKOpOJIeHNeM, YeM JeBUYMid OTKa3. Beapb
OTKa3 MOXET B JTI00YI0 CEKYH/1y CMEHUTCS Ha coryacue. A npea-
MOYTEHHE PYTOro — 3TO Cepbe3HbIi yaap no camomoouio. Oco-
OEHHO 3Hasl TO, UTO OOJIBIIIE TAHCOB CTaTh M30paHHBIM Bembmoi
obu10 y JIpoOHa.

DTU OyMbl BCe CUJIbHEE OMpayvaiu ChiHa MejbHUKA. Ero He
pajoBaia 4dyxkasi JeBUYbsl PyKa, YTO MpHKacaiaach K Hemy. U
Ybsl BJIAJICSTUIIA HETABHO MPU3HAJIACH EMY B JTIOOOBHOM MHTEpece.
Ero Gonbine npuiekania apyras napa. U ato ero paszapaxaro.



Boryuap cen ¢ kpail monykpyra, a paoM ¢ HUIM HNPUMOCTH-
nace CtosiHa. OHa OECXMTPOCTHO B3sla €ro 3a PyKy M CHOBa
CIUIEsIa CBOU MAJIbLIbI € €ro. Yero neaarhb He MO3BOJISIOCh B OObIU-
HblE€ JTHU, HO HE B HOYb OTKPOBEHUH. B 3Ty HOUb Mpoinasoch
MHoOroe. B ToM uucrie cBoeBose MoJIofiexu u OypHOe MpOosiBIie-
HUE YyBCTB.

Boryuap oten B3z ot 1ier CTOsIHBI U yCcTaBUJICS Ha Opa-
Ta, KOTOPBIA CHJIEJ MPSIMO HAIMPOTUB Hero. Bepucas — ero 6par-
ONM3HEI, TAMHCTBEHHO INIETITAJICS CO CBOel HeBecTon [lepeHe-
roi. OH He KacaJjicsa ee. bosiics rmoka3arbCsl CJIMILIKOM HaCTOM-
yuBbIM. He MeHbllie keHuxa cMyinanach u cama [lepenera. Onu
00a TO OIHOBPEMEHHO TSHYJIHUCh IPYT IPYry, TO Pe3KO OTBOpa-
YHBAJIUCh.

Boryuap yxe He nepsblid pa3 Buaen ux meranusd. Ho ux no-
BejieHre OOJIbIlIe CMEITUIIO €T0, YeM BhI3bIBAJIO YMUIeHHe. Bot
TOJIbKO mpUTHXInas psgoM CrosiHa IBHO gyMasia nHave. OHa Ts1-
JKEJI0 B3I0XHYJIA, MOJKaB ryObl, M OBEpHYJIach K bory4dapy, uto-
OBl yKa3aTh Ha TPOsIBJIEHUE JTIOOBH ero Opara.

Ho He ycniena neByiika HaayTh I'yObl, Kak K HUM TTPUCOEIH-
HUJICS1 OCHOBHOM FOCTh HOUM OTKPOBEHMI. B 3Ty HOUb OTKPOBEH-
HUYaJIM He TOJILKO MOJIOZIbIe, HO U cTapbie. Benarop mpuiien Ha
kocrpuiiie 6aaTte JereHay o YeprHoit Benpme. O ToMm, Kak HeOMa-
rojlapHas Hesecra BbI3Bajia THeB Benpmbl u3 Temnoro Jleca, a
orell ee, Ky3Hel Epemeit, ripuiiien k Beibme mpocuTh NPOIIEHHUS.

DTy JereHly He JO03BOJISUIOCh PACCKa3biBaTh B OOBIIEHHBIC
JHU. TonbKko B HOUb OTKpoBeHUU. [lJis aToro Benarop npuxogun



u3 beckpaiinero yieca u 6asut ee ast Monoaexu. Kro-to ycibi-
IIUT UCTOPHIO BIIEPBBIE, 4 KTO-TO HE B IIEPBBIM U AAKE HE BO BTO-
poui pa3. Hy, a /11 KOro-to oHa CTaHeT MOCJIeIHEN.

Beparop kpsixten v MeaJIeHHO MPUCAXKUBAJICS HA KAMEHHBIM
BBICTYII, TEM CaMbIM 3aMbIKasi Kpyr. C HUM MpHUIlIe] MAIbYUK JIET
JeCATH, KOTOPBIU CHAauYaJsia IIOMOTaJI CTapyKy, a 3aTeM MPHOJHU-
3WICA K OTHIO M MOJKUHYJI CyXUX IMPUHECEHHBIX BeTOK. [lnams
PE3KO B3BWJIOCH K HeOy, sipue 03apsisi MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX U TIPU-
TYIUISIS CBET 3Be3/. ManbuMK JOXKJaJICs, KOT/1a OTOHb BEPHETCS
B CBOM HACTOSIIIAE Pa3MEPbI, a 3aTEM I0OPKHYJI 1o Horu Beparo-
py. Crapuk ke nmokayas rojloBoM, HOXpYycTesl KOCTSIMU U TATYYe
HayaJl CTOJIETHIOIO JIETEHTY.

— Korga-to naBHO, — nokpsxren Bemarop, a BOKpyr noBuc-
Jla oxujammas TummHa. Clblaauch TOMBKO CTPEKOT HOYHBIX
HACEKOMBIX U TPecK KocTpa. — CibIXalsl s Ty UCTOPUIO OT Aela
CBOEro, a TOT OT OTLAa 00 ogHOM BeabMe. Ho kak Obl Bbl, BEYHO
TOPOIUIMBAsl MOJIOAEKb, HE XOTEJIM [MOCKOPee HayaTh JIETEHIY O
BeapMe. S Bce e HauHy JIEreHJy C CaMoro ee Hadajga. A Belb
BCE HAUMHAJIOCh C Jieca. ..

Beckpaiinuil jec nmpoctupaeTcss Ha Oonbime Jaad. Thl MO-
JKellIb MHOTO JIyH UATU HA CEBEP, HO TaK U HE HAWTHU KOHEIL €ro.
Mozxelllb MOBEPHYTh HA 10T U IOUTH JIO TOP, B KOTOPBIE NIEPEXO-
vt niec. Ha 3amazie myTHUK Korjga-HUOyab BbiieT Ha beckpaii-
HIOIO peKy, YTO MpeBpaiiaercs B okuad. Ho ecu Tol moienis Ha
BOCTOK, TO yNpeIIbCs B TOMb U MOMAJEIIb 3a rpaHuily TeMHoro
Jleca.



¥ Bcero ectb HaYaJIO U €CTh KOHELL. Y BCEro €CTh KU3Hb, KaK
U cMepThb. beckpaiiHui jiec HeceT MHOTO JKU3HHU, UMEHHO ITO3TO-
MY JaXe Y Hero ecTb Opar-Onm3Hell, CBSI3aHHBIH ¢ ruodesbio. Tem-
Heii Jlec ato Opar Beckpaiinero. M ero He J0OUTh — HEJb34,
KaK U HEHaBUAEThb. XOTs U C0KHO. [1oaTOMY, 1eTH, BBl TOJIKHBI
HAYYUThCS €ro XOTs Obl yBaXaTh. YBaxarh 3a TO, 4TO TeMHBIN
Jlec xpanut Bxo Bo Bpata HaBu. U TO, 4TO TOJBKO OH CIIOCOOCH
yAEpKaThb B IUIEHY IPSI3HYIO BebMY. XOTs Ceiluac 3T0 yke JaBHO
Yepuas Begpma.

— Ho kax oHa crana YepHou BeapMoli? — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Ma-
JIeHbKasl IeBOYKa, KOTOpasl BIEPBble OKa3aJach Ha KOCTPHILE.
ToHKMe KOCMYKHM MO OOKaM ToJIOBbI 33JJ0PHO MPHITA B TaKT
JBUKEHUSIM JIEBUYIIKHU, U3-3a yero Beparop gaxe He pa3o3ui-
cs1. XOTsI OH HeAOMOOIMBAI, KOT/IA €r0 MepeOnBaIH.

— Bort k 3TOMY $1 cefiuac u Bey, — Ha MOPIIMHUCTOM JIUILIE 10-
siBUJIach 0e33y0ast yiablOKa, U OH TsKeJIo B3/10XHYJ1. — Koria-To B
Temuom Jlecy xwiia ruieHHast BeapMa. OHa OblTa ciaba v evH-
CTBEHHOE, UTO OBUIO B €€ CHJIaX — 9TO OPOAUTH 10 OKpaUHE Jie-
ca ¥ myraTh MaJIeHbKUX JeTell. bbiin BpeMeHa, Korja ero myrajiu
TOJIbKO JIETUILIEK, KOTOpble He caymanuch poaurenei. [lo riy-
MIOCTU Hallla JIEPeBHs TiepecTaia OOsIThCsl BElbMY, KHUBYIIYIO B
Temuowm Jlecy. Mpl crierio Bepri, YTO OHA Oe33allUTHA, a MbI
BCECWJIbHBI. DTOTO HYXKHO OBbLJIO OXHJIATh, YTO KTO-HUOYIb pe-
HIUTCs: OPOCUTH el BHI3OB. M 9TUM KTO-TO OKa3asach JeBUIIA.

Hapena, mpous Ky3uuia Epemes, Obuta kpacuBoil. OHa Obl-
JIa MacTepuIiedl U laxe ymesa oopamniath 00KEeCTBEHHYIO CHITY B



obepern. Ho oHa nMesna CIMIIIKOM CTPONTUBBIN Xapaktep. bouia
CIIMIIIKOM ropra u cebstmoousa. OqHaXIbI OTEll ee Perni Bbl-
Jath 1eBKy 3aMy:k. Ho He xenasa ropaast MacTepuiia CTAaHOBUTCS
ybe-To xeHou. [IpoTuBrIack OHa BcemMu cuiaMu Bojie otia. Ho
3actaBui1 Epemeit 10ub CBOIO U Aajl CJIOBO, YTO camMa OHa BhIOE-
pet cebe keHuxa. [lpyrue xe IeTu Ky3HHUIA OTIMJaIich ot Jla-
penbl. Tpoe chiHOBEN paloBaiv OTIA CBOEW KPACOTOM, U CUJION,
u ymoM. Ctapiimii CbiH yAaJol OXOTHHUK, a JBOE JAPYTruX ObLIn
OJJapeHbI CTOJIb MOTYY€el CUJIOHN, YTO MOIJIM COTHYTh OJIHOW py-
KOM MOAKOBY KOH#A yzajoro. Bropas, muaaias 104s poaunacs ¢
NOCJTyHIIHBIM HPAaBOM U UyJI0 KaKUM MWJIBIM JInuukoM. OHa Be-
Jlasia Kakaylo TpaBUHKY U Aroaky B beckpaiinem necy. Epement
JOOWJT BceX CBOUX JeTelt oauHakoBo. Ho omHa camatast nommaapb
Bcex ocanatut. Bor u moryOuia ropaenvBas AeBHIIA CBOIO Ce-
MBIO, J1a U BCIO IEPEBHIO B MpUAavy.

Epemeii ycTpount GOJBIION MUP U MPUTTIACKIT CAMBIX JTYYIITHX
JKEHUXOB CO BCEW OKPYru. MHOrMe XOTes BBECTU HEBECTY-Ma-
crepuly B cBoil oM. Ho HeBecTa He nosxesiaia NOIYMHUTHCS BO-
7e otiia. Bmecto Toro 4ro6sl BEIOpaTh cebe keHnxa, oHa 3aXo-
TeJa OTHPaBUTh UX Bcex B yeproru TemHoro Jleca, ytoObl OHU
otpyowmu ronoBy Beapme. He crepniena Takoii Harmoctr Benpma
Y NIOJIEJINIIACh OHA CBOMM ITPOKJIATHEM C lapenou. ITorosaprsa-
JIM, YTO CMEPTh JIEBHIIBI ObLIA TaK CTpAIllHA, YTO HAIIW MPEIKU
YMOJIYAJIA O HEW Tiepej] MOTOMKAMHU.

Benmarop Tsixeno B3moxHys, 00Besl COOpaBIIMXCSI BOKPYT KO-
CTpa MOACIENOBAThIM B3[JISIIOM U IPOIOJIKHUIL.



— Tonbko pacckassiBaiy, Kak CUIIBHO 1y BeTep. Kak BOpoHbI
CJIETEJICh HA MEPTBYIO IUIOTh. Kak 3eMJis )KaJHO BIUTHIBAJIA B
ceOs1 KpOBb IepBOH kepTBbl. Bee Oostmich moaxonuTh K lapeHe,
a elle Bce NMOMHUJIM, KaK 4YTO-TO TEMHOE MONaJIo B UX CEpALla,
KOrJa MpOKJIAThE Nepenuio ¢ BeapMbl Ha HUX. DTOT Mpak pac-
MOJI3AJICA B MX JyIlIaX, NOAHUMAsl HABEPX BCE AYPHOE, UTO KHU-
7o B HuX. Ho Tonbko nBoe OpatheB [lapeHbl He UCTyTaluch THe-
Ba BenpMbl. OMHAKOBBIE JTUKOM OpaThsi KOCHYJIUCH JKEPTBEHHOM
KPOBH ¥ HEBOJIBHO B3sUIM HEMOMEPHOE OpeMs Ha ceOsl U Ha TI0-
TOMKOB ceJisiH. YepHas Benpma ckpenuiia CBoe CJIOBO KOJIbLIAMU
u3 yepHoro Metasuia. OHa norpeGoBasia HOBYIO kepTBy. [loTpe-
6oBana O6parbsam npuiitu B Temublit Jlec 1 3a0bITh POIHON JTOM.

Torga-to Epemeit BocniporuBumics. He xoren oH oTiyckaTh
neteil cBoux Ha rudenb. OH JepKal UX MOYTH Ha MTPUBSI3H, T10-
TOMY 4TO JIBa ChIHA €T0 jKaxJ1aju YUTH 1o npukazy Beapmbl. Ho
KOJIJOBCKOE CJIOBO PAaBHO IO CUJIE ¢ MPOKJIATheM. Kak u ckazana
BenbMa, 3a cBoeBoJIME OHA HaKa3asia ToJIoIoM BCIO IEPEBHIO.

Ypoxkaii rud BMecTe co CKOTOM. Tskesble TObl HACTYITUIIN
Juisi cenbuad. C KaxkIbIM T'OJIOM €/1bl CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHBIIIE, A
ynada B beckpaiinem siecy oTBopauuBaiach OT HUX. 3Bepu yoe-
rajiv, BUJsl OXOTHUKA, a ArO/Ibl UCUE3aJTU, KOTAA KEHIIMHbI ITPU-
Oommkanmick. Tak 1 HacTynm yeTBepThiid rof Benukoro [onoxa.
He Bbigepxaiiv censiHe U B THEBE MPUIIUIUA K Ky3HEILY.

OHM OOBUHSUIM €r0 MPOKJIATYIIYIO 10Yb U TPEOOBAJIH, YTOObI
oH Bce uctipaswil. Ho Epemeii BbIrHa1 pa3rHeBaHHBIN JIIO[, XOTS
MOHUMAJI, YTO EMY MPUAETCS YTO-TO JIENATh.



OpHako clenyomuid ol OKa3zalcs Tskenee [MPEexKHEro.
HeoxunanHo B JepeBHE HAUYaIM yMUPATh KEHIIMHBL. Y Ky3Hela
CHauasia 3a0osena, a mo3xe ymepJa sxkeHa. YyTh MOroas u mia-
masi 4o4b TATOCTHO 3axBopaja. OHAa MeJIEHHO yracajia, HO B
Opey OBTOpsiIa MocyeqHue ciioBa YepHoi BeapMeil.

Bor Torga-to ky3nen Epemen He Bbiiepxas. OH ocTaBuiI ce-
MbIO 1 oTripaBuJicsl B Temusii Jlec 3a orBeramu. OH OiuH BOLIEN
B uepTtoru BeapMbl 1 iepBbIM Hcye3 B ryctoM Tymane. HUKTo He
3HaJ 0 moctynke Epemee, a eciu Obl ¥ 3HAIH, TO CYXO MPOCTH-
JIMCPH ¥ 320BUTH OBI O HEM.

BenpMma mo3Bonmmia Ky3Heny IpudTH K Heu. Epemen maiio
pacckasbiBai o Jlece. CJIOBHO UTO-TO 3alIpeniayio EMy TOBOPUTb.
Ho on mHoro 6as;1 o0 Begpme. OH BCHOMUHAIL, YTO KOI'IAa-TO [1aB-
HO... KOIJIa OH OBLJT ellle MAJIbUUIIIKOM. .. BUJIEN TPS3HYIO BEIlb-
My. OH MOMHWJI €€ YMUPAIOLIEH, €Ba )KMBOM, HO BCTPETUIIA €TI0
Hacrosiass YepHas Benpma. K Hell BepHynach KW3Hb U CUIIA,
cpaBHUMasi ¢ qpeBHUMH Boramu. Eii Ob110 JOCTaTOUHO MaxHYTh
PYKOM, 4TOOBI K HEll SIBWJICS €e BEepHBIi cimyra — aHaytka. Co-
3nanus camor Haeu npucnysxusamu Begpme uz Temuoro Jleca,
a IIyTble JIIOIA CUUTAIM €€ HUUTOXKHOM.

Honro He pemasics Epemeit nepenats cinoBa BenbMbl, HO npu-
1IUIOCh eMy. PacckaspiBalo BaM, J€TH, YTO KOTAA-TO PaCCKa3blBaJI
MHe zies1. CJI0BO B CIIOBO.

— Benpma, — obpatuics k Heir Epemeii. — Ilpomry, mpoctw,
MOIO IJTynylo crapiinyio goub. OHa He BeJaia, YTo TBOpUJa, KO-
ria ockopOmsta Teds. OHa MOMIaTHIACh 32 OIMIMOKY COOCTBEH-



HOW MOJIOZION KU3HBI0. B nepeBHe ToXe MOHSIM, Y4TO ¢ TOOOM
IIYTKY TUTOXH. MBI 0OSI3aHBI YTUTH CUJTY TOTO, KTO KUBET PSIOM
¢ HamMu. OCOOEHHO MBI, IIPOCTHIE JIIO/IU, TI0 CPABHEHHIO C TOOOM —
Temuoit Yapopeiikoid. Yero Obl Thl X0TENA, YTOOB OKOHYATEIHHO
MPOCTUTH HAC Y MIPEKPATUTh MOP B Halllell iepeBHe?

Ky3Hen, cMuUpeHHO omycTwicsi Ha KoJieHu nepea YepHou
Beapmol, a oHa eMy CypoBO OTBETHJIA:

— Tel 3Haemb, yero s xouy. ...

— Moux cbiHOBel, — rojioc Epemest 3aaposkannt.

— He Tonbko, — nokayana rososon Benpma. — TBoux chHO-
Beil MHe mMasio. [losTomMy Kaxoe aecATusIeTue Bbl OyjaeTe pu-
CbUTaTh MHE JBOMX MYKUHH. 5l HE MPUMY TOJIBKO IOHOTO PeOeHKa,
Ja rmyOoKoro crapuka. B Houb ocenHero PaBHOnEHCTBUSA Y Tex,
KTO JIOJDKEH OyJIeT PUITH KO MHE, TTOSIBATCS KOJIbIIA, YTO HOCSAT
ceryac TBOU ChIHOBbsI. OHUM HAJIGHYT UX, a 3aTeM MPUIYT KO MHE.
St0 Bala KpoBaBas AaHb 3a OyayIye rojbl 6J1aromnoayus.

— Ho mouemy crpanmaer Bcsl iepeBHsI, eciv MporHeBasia teos
TOJIBKO MOSI HEITyTEBAS 10Yb?

— IlotomMy 4TO mHIyTMIAa OJHA, & CMESJIUCh BCE, — OTBETUJIA
Benbma, MaxHyB pykoil. — Bo3Bpaiaiics k cebe u niepenaii ce-
JisiHaM Molo Bojo. [locie mpocTuch ¢ CHIHOBBSIMU M OTIIYCTH UX
ko MHe. O0eman, 4To CeAyoIIue IeCITh JIeT Balu Kpas Oy-
JyT 3HATh JIMIIIb MTPOLIBETAHKE, TTOKA HE HACTYNUT OCEHHee PaB-
HOJICHCTBHE U KOJIblIa HE HAWAYT HOBBIX BJIAJIEJIbIIEB.

— A Mos BTOpas 104b?

— K Heli BepHeTCs 3l0pOBbE, KOT/Ia ee OpaThsi MepecTyIsT rpa-



HUNbI Jleca.

Epemeii paccka3biBaii, 4To OOpaTHYIO JOPOTY €My MOKa3bIBAIT
aHuyTka. Ky3Her| Oaronoiny4yHo BepHYJICS JOMOiA, HO I'OJIOBA €ro
nobesiena, a MoryJasi Cuia, HeKkorja ObIBIlIasi B €0 pyKax, Uc-
miena. OH nepeaat Bomo Beapmsl, a 3aTeM OH NPOCTWIICA C ChI-
HOBbsIMU U oTIycTv B Jlec. bonbie nx HUKTO He BuabiBain. C
TEX MOP MbI IIJIATUM KPOBaBYIO 1aHb BeibMe 3a XOpOIIyIo KU3Hb,
a TAKKe )KEPTBaMHU Mbl OTILIAYMBAEM MPOKJISATHE, UTO MEPEHSIIA
Ha ceOs [lapeHa.

IT

Benarop 3aTux, a MaJIbUMIIIKa Y €10 HOT' BCTPETIEHYJICS U TUXO
CIIPOCHIL

— Heysxemm mocnie storo Beabma Bceraa 3abupana faHb U HU-
KOIJja He Mporyckana?

— A BTOpasi 104b W, MpaBJa, BBI3OPOBENA, KOrjaa Oparbs
yluu? — Cpocuiia IEBYYyIIKa C KOCUUKaAMHU.

3a HUMM NOCJIEIOBAIIN JPYyTHeE BOIIPOCH], HO Begarop momyai.
OH 3amep, CIIOBHO YCHYJI, YOQlOKaHHBIA CBOMM K€ PaCCKa30M.

Ha Boryyapa HaxJibIHy/IM BOCIOMUHAHMA. YK€ TOIa OH Ha-
Yaj 3aMeyarh CBOe OTIM4YMe OT Apyrux. OH MbICTMII OyATO MHA-
ye, Ja ¥ BOCIIPMHMMAJ MUD CJIOBHO IO-gpyromy. He Ttak, kak
9TO Jienajiu B AepeBHe. EMy ObUIO MPUMEPHO CTOIBKO K€, CKOJIb-
KO JIEBUYLIKE C KOCUUKaMHU, KOIJIa OH TOXE 3a/1aJ1 CBOU BOIPOC.
OH 10 cHX MOp MOMHMJI, KaK PAa30MKHYJ T'yObl M TPOMKO IIPO-
roBopuit: «[louemy HMKTO He XO4eT OTIpaBUThHCS B Jlec, YToObI



youts Benpmy?». B Ty HOUb paccMesiuch BCe JI0 €UHOTO, Thi-
Kas B HEro nayeliaMy, a BoT Beparop paszosmwica. OH nporsai
MAaJIbYMILIKY C HOUYM OTKPOBEHUM, TIOCJIE YEro I0Ma €ro BCTPETHIT
CTapeyllMHa U BIIEPBbIE JO KPOBU BBIIIOPOJ ChIHA.

Borywap paBHOnmymHo xpaai, korga Bemarop ounercs. OH
MEJIEHHO OCMAaTpUBaJl IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX JOAEN, C KOTOPBIMU
poc, HO He YyBCTBYsI OM30cTH ¢ HUMU. Bpore oH ¢ HuMu, HO B
TO K€ BPEMs — HET.

— YepHas Benpma BepHa CBOEMY CJIOBY, — HEOKUJJAHHO TTPO-
pokotast Begarop, ounysimch. — OHa Bceraa BRIOMpata JIydimx
napHei u3 nepeBHu. Hukorna He ommbainack. Ee He npuBiiekanu
OO0JIbHBbIE WJIM KPUBbBIE, CIIMIIIKOM MOJIOJbIE UK cTapble. TONbKO
T€, YTO SIBJISUTUCH JIy4IlIMMU B Hailieil iepeBHe. [loMHI0, Kak oj1-
Hax b yien u3 aepesan Ornenap. OH ObUT CHIHOM MEYHHKA U
coOupal Takue MeYr, OT KOTOPbIX JOM He Belas OoJIblIe X0JIO0Aa.
A eme Opu1 CBeTOMUP. OH Xe ¢ MJIafIbIX JIET HAyYUJICS CO3/1aBaTh
DIMHSHYIO yTBapb. MHOTHE 70 CHX TOp JepXkar XOTsl Obl OUH
TOpIIOK, 000X keHHBIN CBeToMupoM. [oOpbie y HuX ObLIH PyKH,
a BeagpMma OynTo 3Hasa 06 9TOM U IpU3Bajia X MPUATH K HEH.

Boryuap Tuxo XMbIKHYJ ¥ MCKOca IsiHya Ha [{poOGHa. Camblit
BEpOSATHBIN U30paHHUK Benbmbl n3 Bcex. ChlH MeJIbHHKA JIPOT-
HYJI, TIOKa3aB cTpax. OcTajpHbIE K€ BUHOBATO ONMYCTWJIM IJIa-
3a, He s Ha dpoOHa. Bee 3Hanu, 4yTo MenbHUIA 32 MTOCTEA-
HUe rofibl u3MeHusack. [lotomy uto JIpoOH Kak-TO U3MEHUI T10-
CTpOMKY M crenan ee jydnie. CblH MeJIbHUKA MPEB3OIIeT OT-
1a. borydap cHOBa, HO yx€ BHUMaTeJIbHEN OCMOTPEN KaxkJIOro.



Benp KT0-TO M3 HUX TOXE MOIYYUT BTOpoe KonbLo. Ho k1o? Kro
IIPOCHETCS] YTPOM M YBUAMT Ha KPOBaTW 4epHBI 00010K? OH
Oyaet ropn wiu Hamyran? boryuap He ObLT yBEpeH B CBOUX pa3-
MmblieHusx. Ho emy xortenock Obl yiiT B Jlec. Jlyuiie nombi-
TaTh CYACTbE TaM, YEM MPOJOIIKATh KUTh 3ECh.

— Benarop, — CtosiHa npuUnoAgHsIach Ha KOJIEHSIX U CIIPOCH-
na. — Ho otkyna nosiunace YepHasi Begpma?

CrapuK MOoJHSAJ rOJIOBY U MOACIENOBATO comtypujics. OH mbl-
TaJICSl PACCMOTPETh JEBYIIIKY, HO IV1a3a AaBHO HAyajM €ro moj-
BOIUTD.

— HukTto He 3Haer. DtoT Jlec nosiBuiICS Tak JaBHO, YTO HU
O/IHA JIET€H/A HE 3allOMHWIIA. XOT4. .. Hallle IOCEJIEHUE MTPUILLIO
ciora OoJbITie ABYXCOT JieT Ha3af, Ho Jlec u Beapma sxumm TyT 1
TOT'O JIOJIBILIE.

— Ho nouemy mbl Torna He yuaem? — uzymuiiach CTosiHa.

— IIpoGoBanu, — cyxo OTBETHJI CTAPUK U YCTaBUJICS HA IbLIa-
1ol orons. — [IpodoBamu... Ho He mormu. Kaxapiii KTo yXxo-
w1, Beerga Bo3Bpatnasics. [IoToMy 4To TOJNBKO TYT, I1aTs AaHb,
MOHO XWTb He 3Hasd rosoaa. Ho ecnm Kro-to yxomui, TO €ro
K Jaut uis Mop. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI BEUHBIN OO U KYTKO OoJien,
IIOYTH Cropas B Jiuxopajke. — Begarop nepesesn B3misag Ha Cto-
SIHY ¥ TPOOOBBIM T'OJIOCOM A00aBWI: — B qpyrux mecrax mo0oro
Y3 Hallle IEPeBHU KJET — CMEPTb.

MeprtBoii xBaTkol boryyap cxBaTuil CBOIO k€ J1aJJOHb, IPH-
yrHsIs ceOe TIyxylo 0onb. BoimHOM HakaTbhiBasia yoorasi 3710CTb.
[Toromy 4TO €ro JoM crait A4jis Hero JoByIKou. OH He MOT BbI-



Opatbcs, Kak U KUTh TyT. OcTaBasch 3/1ech, OH YOUBAJ CBOIO J1y-
11y, a e/ yijeT, To oOpeveT CBoe TeJio Ha Tubesb. Beioop Hu
TyJa HU CloJ]a — Ky/Jia He TJIsHb.

CrosiHa, 3aMETUB CMATEHHUE JTIOOMMOT0, MATKO IPUKOCHYJIACh
K MyXCKOMY Iiedy. OHa HaKJIOHWJIACh K HEMY U TPOIIIeNTaa;

— 41 ¢ ToOOH.

3a cTonbKo JieT Borydap He e IMHOXKTbI UCTIBITHIBAIT OJaroap-
HocTb K CTostHe 3a ee 0coboe oTHoIeHue. Ho rpu 3ToM 311 CJ1o-
Ba He pagoBaiu ero. OT HUX IOHOIIIE CTAHOBUIIOCH TOJIBKO XYIKeE.
Emy 4ynuiock, 9To JIOBYIIIKA, BO3JBUTHYTAsl BOKPYT JTCPEBHH,
cXJIombIBaJIach U Ha mee boryuapa. M3-3a Hee emy ¢ Tpy/oM yaa-
BaJIaCh JIBIIIATD.

Tem BpemeHeM JiereHaa Beparopa nopgonuia Kk koHiy. OH
TSDKEJIO TIOIHSUICS, 4 MAJIbUMINKA PUHYJICSI TIOMOTaTh CTapUKY.
OcraBinecs: yachbl HOYM OTKPOBEHHUI MOJIOIbIe ObLTH 00s3aHbI
IIPOBECTH IMOJ] KPHIIIEH POTHOTO J0Ma.
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