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Korpa mectHaanatuieTHss SipyHa HaYMHAET BUJETh BO CHAX MEPTBYIO KHSDKHY, Ha
e€ 3arsiCThe MPOCTYMAET 3araJJOYHbIl CMMBOJI. 3HAK, YTO OOJIbIIIe HE MTPUHAIJICKUT
OHA TOJILKO MPUBBIYHOMY MUPY CIaBSIHCKUX JIEPEBEHDb U JIECHBIX JyX0B.B

Kpalo, TJie XH1Bble MEPTBElIbl BHIXOAAT 13 YEpHoro 60pa, a IpeBHUIT HEKPOMAHT
MpakoOop MIeTET 3aroBop, COCOOHBIN pa3pylIUTbh Oapbep MeXy MUPaMU, Jap
SIpUHBI CTAHOBUTCS KJIIOYOM — KOTOPBIF MOKET KaK CMACTH, TaK U YHUUTOXUTh
BcE.Eii mpeacrout pazoOparhcsi HE TONBKO B CBOMX BUJCHUSIX, HO U B YyBCTBAaxX

K TPOMM: IIpeaaHHoMYy Ky3Heny Oliecto, 3araJJO4HOMYy U3rHAHHUKY bornany u
MpayHOMY KHs1310 CBATOIOJKY, Ub€ pa3oUTOe cepalie KaxIeT BEPHYTh NOTEPSHHOE
mo6oi nienoit. [TytemectBue ot nepeBeHckoi okonuilsl 10 Ooutenu Kpyra
pa3BopaurBaeTcs Ha (poHe HaIBUTAIOIIEHCS ThMBbI, IJIe BHIOOP MEXy JOJITOM U
TMOOOBBIO, CUJION M MUJIOCEPIIMEM OIPENESTUT HE TOJIbKO CyAbOy SIpUHBI, HO U IpaHb
MEKY *KU3HBIO U BEYHBIM MPOKJISITUEM JIS1 BCEX 3eMeb.
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A. Nik. «ITnau Bojka u nemney HOYU»

Aleksey Nik
I1.1a4 BOoJIKA M meneJ HoYn

I'JIABA 1. IIEIIEJIbHAA 3APA

KpoBb Ha 6e1om cHery. TOHKHE MasibIpl, XOJIOAHBIE KaK JIEN, TAHYTCS U3 ThbMbL. U 9TOT 1ay. ..
1ay peOEHKa, KOTOPbI HE MOXKET 3aCHYTh BEYHBIM CHOM.

SlpuHa BcKOUmMIIa Ha CBOEH MOCTEIH, cepiie KOJIOTHIIOCh O peOpa Kak UcIyraHHas ntuia. Bos-
ayx OBUT TYCTBIM OT CTpaxa, a Ha py0axe MpOCTYNWIN TEMHBIE MSITHA MOTA. YTPO €Ba HACTYIUIIO,
CKBO3b MaJIEHbKOE OKOIIIKO [TPOOMBAJICS OJIEJHBIN CBET, Jiesiast u30y cepoid, OeClIBETHOM, CIIOBHO BCE
BOKPYT ObLIO MOCBHIAHO HETUIOM.

Omna nmpuxaJa J1aJOHU K JIMILLY, IIBITasICh OTOTHATh OCTaTKM KOLIMapa, HO BUIEHHUE HE YXOOWJIO:
MaJIeHbKas KHSKHA C IyCTHIMU IA3HULIAMU, U3 KOTOPBIX COYMTCS YEPHAs KUKa, IPOTATUBAET K HEW
pyku u memnyvet: «Criacu Hac, AeBa ¢ JapoM BOPOT. TOJIBKO Tl MOXEILIb OCTAHOBUTB IIECHb MEPTBBIX».

— CHoOBa TOT COH? — Pa3/AJICs roJIoC U3 JAJBHETO yIiia U30bl.

SApuna B3apornyna. OHa He 3aMeTWIa, Kak B KOMHATy Bollia Bapsapa, e€ qydinas noapyra.
Bricokas, ¢ 3aTUIETEHHBIMU B TYT'YIO KOCY PYCBIMHM BOJIOCAMU, OHA BCET/a NOABJIAIACH, Koraa SpuHy
MyuMJM Kolmapsl. Kak Oyaro yyBcTBOBaa.

— CHuTcst MHE. .. 6e3MOJIBHBII XOp, — IpomenTana SipuHa, — 1 pyka 3Toro MEpTBOro peoeHkKa. . .

— SIpuna, yTo TH BUAMLIL? — cipocuiia BapBapa, cxBaTWB OApyYry 3a IUIEYO.

— MéptBbix. MHOro MEptBbIX. OHM MAYT K HaM u3-3a Y€pHoro 6opa, n3-3a TymMaHHBIX OOJIOT.
Kasxy1o HOub MX CTAaHOBUTCSI BCE OOJBIIIE.

Bapgapa cena psagom, oOHs1a noapyry 3a miedd. OT e€ pyk nmaxJjio TpaBaMU — BUJHO, YXKe
ycriesia noObIBaTh Ha yTPEHHEN poce, cooupasa 1eeOHble pacTeHUs.

— Ckonbko yxe ansarcs 3tv Bugenusa? Henemo? [IBe? — THXO cripocuia oHa.

— CemHaauars Houel, — SIpuHa noéxumnack. — M Kaxapli pas A BUKY 9Ty MAJIEHBKYIO KHAKHY.
Omna 30BET MeH# 110 MMeHH, BapBapa. OHa 3Haer, KTo 1.

SlpuHa Me/IeHHO 3aKartajia pykaB HOYHOM pyOaxu. Ha BHyTpeHHel CTOpOHe 3arsiCThsi TeMHE
CTPaHHbII CUMBOJI, [TOXOXKUI Ha IEPEBEPHYTYIO BOCBMEPKY C OCTPbIMU KOHLIAMH. 3HAK He ObUI TaTy-
VPOBKOW WJIA 0’KOTOM — CKOpee, Ka3aJoCh, YTO OH ITPOCTYIIA U3HYTPH, U3-TI0J KOXKH, CJIOBHO HapH-
COBAHHBIM TEMHOM KPOBBIO.

— Knsnycs Ilepynom, — BbioxHys1a Bapsapa, ormartHyBmmcsk. — Korga 31o nosisuiocs?

— CeronHa HOUBIO. S MpOCHYIACH OT JKKEHUS, CIIOBHO PACKAJIEHHOE KEJE30 NPUJIOKHUIIN.

BapBapa Haxmypuiach, €€ 00bIYHO BECEIOE JIMLIO CTAJI0 CEPhE3HBIM, MIOYTH MPAUHBIM.

— Ham ny)xHO kK Musnocnase. HemenyienHo, — oHa Berana v nogaia fpune e€ capagan. — One-
Baycs. S mogoxay cHapyXu.

Korna nBeppb 3a moapyrou 3akpbliack, slppHa MejieHHO BeTasia ¢ nocrenu. Horm npoxany,
rojioBa OblTa TSDKENOH, Kak Tocie A0Nror Oone3Hu. 3a OKHOM 3aHMMAJICSl HOBBIA JeHb, HO YTO-
TO OBUIO He Tak. HeGo MMeno cTpaHHBIN OTTEHOK — HE TOMyOOl M HE Cephli, a Kakoh-To Oones-
HEHHO-OJIe/IHbIN, KaK KoXa yToruleHHuKa. M mrumpl... B nepeBHe YcTrHOBO Beerma ObUI0 MHOTO
NTUII, UX TOMOH Oy )KUTENIel ¢ TIepBBIMU JIydamu cosHua. Ho ceromus crosina TWIIMHA, Myrao-
11asi, HEECTECTBEHHAS.

SlprHa TOpPOIUIMBO HaTAHYJA capadaH, yMbUIaCh BOJOW M3 KyBILIMHA M pacyecala CBOM JJIVH-
HbIe YEpHBIE BOJIOCH. B MasieHbkOM MeJHOM 3epKaJie, BUCEBIIIEM Y IBEPH, OTPakaoch OeJHOE JIUI0
c OOMBIIMMY KapyMU TJIa3aMH, TOMHBIMU TpeBork. OHa HUKOTIA He cuuTaia cedsl KpacaBUIeH, HO
ceivac BBIIVIAZENA COBCEM U3MYUYEHHOM.
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Beiiing Ha KpbUIbLIO, OHA yBUAEna BapBapy, koTopasi HeTepHearBO MEPEMUHAIACh C HOTU Ha
HOTry. 3a Iuieyamu y He€ BUCEIN JIyK M KOJIYaH co cTpesnamu — BapBapa ObUia Jydineid JyqHHUIeH B
JEpeBHE, J1a)e MapHU HE MOIJIM CPABHUTHCS C HEM B METKOCTH.

— Tel BoOpy®uitack? — ynuBuiach SlpuHa.

— IIpenuyBcTBUE, — KOPOTKO OTBETHIIA IToAApYyTa. — [10i1IEM, MoKa poauTesv TBOM HE BEPHYJIUCH
c monst. He xBarasio emié umM oObsACHATD, Ky/la Mbl HAIIPABJISAEMCS.

OHu OBICTPHIM IIATOM JIBUHYJIMCh Yepe3 JIEPEBHIO. YCTUHOBO MPOCHIAIOCh — JBIMUAJIUACH TIep-
BbI€ TIEYM, CKPUIIEM BeJpa y KOJIOALA, CIBIIAINCh ronoca. Ho 4yTo-To BUTaso B BO3/1yXe, KAKOE-TO
HarnpsikeHre, CIIOBHO repe]] Tpo3oi. JIIoau roBOpuIv THIIE OOBIYHOTO, OPOCAIN TPEBOKHBIC BIIJISI/IbI
Ha HeO0o.

N36a crapoit MusiocnaBbl CTOs1a HA CaMOM Kpalo IEpPeBHU, TIOUTH Y KPOMKH Jieca. MasneHbKas,
MOKOCHBIIIASICS, C KPBIIIEH, TOPOCIIIEH MXOM, OHA Ka3aJlach YacThI0 camoro Jieca. [IpiM 13 TpyObl e
HE MPSIMO, a CTPAHHBIMH 3aBUTKaMH, 00pasysl B BO3yXe MPUIYIJIUBbIE (DUTYPHL.

Bapsapa noctyyana B iBepb YCIOBHBIM 3HAKOM: TPH OBICTPBIX ylapa, maysa, eme onuH. JIsepb
TYT %€ OTBOPWJIACh, OYATO CTapyXa KJIajia uX.

— 3axongute ckopee, JIeBbl, — MpolaMKana Musocaasa, MpomycKas ux BHyTpb. — Uylo, Heno0-
poe MPUHECIN B MOH JIOM.

BHyTpr 13061 ObUT0 TEMHO U IyHIHO. CBSA3KYM TpaB CBUCAJIM C MOTOJIKA, HA TIOJIKAX TECHUJIHChH
CKJISIHKHM C 3eJIbsIMU ¥ HACTOSIMH, B YTy MepIiaJl C1aOblil OTOHEK B ITIMHSIHOM ILJIOIIKE.

MunocnaBa Obula ApeBHEN CTapyXoi, HUKTO B IepeBHE He 3HAJ €€ UCTHHHOTO Bo3pacTa. ['oBo-
PUWIM, YTO OHA MOMHMJIA elE KHA3s McTuciaBa, IPaBUBLIETO STUMM 3eMJISIMU CTO JieT Ha3al. Eé
cropOneHHast (purypa, 3aKyTaHHasi B TEMHBbIE TPSIKH, Ka3ajach OECIUIOTHOW TEHBIO B IMOIyMpake
U30BL.

— Ilokaxu MHe cBOIO Oefly, TUTsI, — IPOLIeNTala OHa, XBaTasi SIprHy 32 pyKy CBOUMH CyXUMH
MaJIbIIAMHU.

SlpuHa Morua 3akarana pykaB, OOHaxasi TEMHBI CUMBOJ Ha 3arsicTbe. MuiociiaBa OXHyIa,
OTIIATHYJIACh U OBICTPO HAUEPTUJIa B BO3AYyXE 3aIUTHBIN 3HAK.

— Merka HeKpoMaHTa, — IpoulenTana oHa. — JIpeBHss MEeTKa IPU3bIBAIOIIEro MEPTBBIX. KTO
KOCHYyJICs TeOs1, ieBa’?

— Huxkro, — ucnyranno oteerwia flpyHa. — DT0 NOSABUIOCH BO CHE. MHe CHUTCS MEpPTBas
KHSI)KHA YK€ CEMHA/IaTh HOYEH, U CErOJHS OHA. .. OHA...

— Yro oHa caenasia? — HACTOMYMBO CIPOCUJIA CTapyxa.

— IlomenoBana MeHsl B 3arscThe, — SIpHA COOPOrHY/Iach OT BOCTIOMUHAHMS. — E€ ryObI Obutn
JIeASIHBIMU, @ TIOTOM Ha4aJio Keub.

Mmunocnaga 3aKkpbuia 71a3a, 3a00pMoTajia 4To-To Hepa30opurBoe. 3aTeM Pe3KO BBIIPSMUIIACH,
HACKOJIBKO TIO3BOJISII €€ CKPIOUEHHBI MO3BOHOUHUK, U 3aKOBBLISIAa K OOHOM M3 mojok. [ocrana
MAaJIEHbKHMI1 MELIOYEK U3 MOTEPTOM KOXMU, BbICHIIAJIA HA CTOJ €r0 COIEPKUMOE — MAJIEHbKUE KOCTH,
MOXOHE Ha ITHUYBH.

— laganue KoCTsSMU MOKaXeT MpaBAy, — IPpoOOpMOTaa OHa, COOMpast KOCTH B JIaJOHU. — [{peB-
HUE 3HAIOT, IPEBHUE ITOMHSIT.

OHa BCTpsIXHYJIA KOCTH B CJIOKEHHBIX JIOHOUKOM JIQJIOHSIX, YTO-TO MpOIIenTaia U Opocuia ux
Ha cros. Koctu packarummck, o0pa3ysi cTpaHHBIN y30p. MuJIocaaBa AOro BIVISABIBANIACH B HUX, €€
MOPIIMHHUCTOE JILO CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MpayuHee.

— IpoOyxneHne, — HaKOHeIl Mpou3Hecia oHa. — Bennkoe mpoOyxkaeHne MEPTBBIX. KTo-TO
HapyUIWJI IPEBHUI 3aMpeT, KTO-TO OTKPBUI MYTh U1 TEX, KTO J0JDKEH OCTaBaThCs 3a IPAHbIO.

— Mpako6op? — Tuxo cripocuiia Bapsapa.

Wwms1, npousHecéHHOE B TIOJMyMpake U30bl, CIIOBHO MOTacujio U 06e3 TOro TYCKJIbIA cBeT. [laxe
OrOHEK B ILJIOIIKE 3a{pOKaJl ¥ YMEHBIIUIICS.
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— He npousHocu 310 ums Beayx! — 3ammrnena MusocnaBa. — CTeHbl UMEIOT YIIU, a B JIEHb
[lenenbHOM 3apy 1axe BO3/1yX MOKET HECTU TBOU CJIOBA K TOMY, KOTO HE CJIE1yeT TPEBOXKUTD.

— Kakas emg IlenenbHas 3aps? — HeMoOHUMaloIIe crpocuia ApuHa.

— CeropiHs, — cTapyxa ykaszajia CKpIOUYeHHBIM TAJIbIIEM B CTOPOHY OKHa. — Buuiis He60? 1o
HE IPOCTO paccBeT. DTO 3HaK. Pa3 B ThicAUY JIET HACTYNaeT AE€Hb, KOIAa IPaHb MEkK1y MUPAMHU KUBBIX
Y MEPTBBIX UCTOHYAETCs. JleHb, KOorjia ToT, KTO 3HA€T JPEeBHUE 3aKIMHAHUS, MOKET ITPU3BATh LIETYI0
apMUIO0 HEMEPTBBIX.

Slpuna u Bapapa neperssaymuck. O6erM ObUIO CTPAIITHO, HO OHU CTapajiCh He MOKa3bIBaTh
3TOTO.

— U 4t0 ke Ham Jienath? — cipocuiia HakoHel SpuHa.

MmwuiocnaBa cHOBa B3si1a €€ 3a pyKy, BCMOTpPEJIach B CUMBOJ Ha 3aIlsICThE.

—DTa MeTKa — He POKJISITUE, KakK s criepBa nopyMasa. Jto. .. Beioop. Teds n3dpamm, Apuna.
Tol — Bpara cHa, TPOBOJAHUK MEk 1y MUpamMU. Takue pokAaloTCs PeaKo, pa3 B HECKOJIBKO MIOKOIEHUIA.

— Ho kto Menst u36pan? IT10T... HEKPOMAHT?

— Her, — nokayvasna rosoBo# crapyxa. — TeOst u30panu JpeBHHE CHJIbI, YTOOB IPOTUBOCTOSITH
emy. Ho onna 1b1 He cnipaBuibest. Tebe HykeH TOT, KTO TOUMET TBOM Jap, KTO HAYYHUT TeOsl UCTIONb-
30BaTh €ro.

— W e Ham HalTH Takoro yesoBeka? — BMelagach Bapsapa.

MusocnaBa XMbIKHYJIA:

— Ectb onuH. KuBér Ha 6010Tax 32 YEpHBIM 60poM. OTIIETBHUK, NU3rOM, OBIBIINIA KHSIKECKUN
kaneJuiad. Ero 3oByT boraaH.

— KonnyHn ¢ 60101? — BockmkHysa Bapeapa. — Ho o HEM xoasar crpamiabie cnyxu! ['oBopar,
OH TIpoJaJI AyIry Oecam, 4TO OH IMUTAETCS TUIOTHIO IeTei!

— Jliony MHOTO 4ero roBopsIT, — oTpe3ajia Mustociasa. — borjian — e IMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXET
OMOYb SIpyHE NOHATH €€ Jap M OCTAaHOBUTH TO, YTO TPAAET. A IpAET CTPALIHOE, JAEBbl. ApMUs
MEPTBBIX MoAHUMaeTcs1. Y mepBoil Ha UX MyTH Oy/IeT Hallla IepeBHs.

SlprHa MovYyBCTBOBaNA, KaK XOJOIOK MPOOEKaI MO CIIMHE.

— 4 nomxHa uatu x Hemy? Ha 6onora?

— Jla, ¥ KaKk MOXHO cKopee, — MuiociaBa Hadaaa coOMparh TPaBbl U CKJISTHKU B MaJICHbKUI
Merouek. — Bo3pMu 310 ¢ co00i. 3/1ech BCE, UTO MOKET MPUTOJUTHCS B IMyTH. 3aIUTHBIE TPABbI,
3eJbe 1)1 OOIPOCTH, CHAIOObe OT paH.

— 4 nmoviny c Hel, — TBEPHO ckazayia BapBapa, MONOKUB PyKy Ha JIyK.

— Her, — Bo3pasuia crapyxa. — Tl Hy:xHa 31eck. Eciu flprHa He ycrnieeT BepHYThCS 10 HACTYII-
JIEHUs1 TEMHOTBI, KTO-TO JJOJIKEH MPeAyNpeauTh AEPEBHIO, TOATOTOBUTD 3aIIIUTY.

— 41 He octaBmo €€ oqHy! — BOCKJIMKHY/1a BapBapa.

— He cniops ¢ T0#1, KTO BUIMT AaJibliie TBOETO, IeBa, — CTPOro cKkazaia Musociasa. — Y Kaxaoro
CBOSI pOJIb B 3TOM UCTOpHHU. M TBOSI — OBITH CTpakeM JIepeBHU, KOT/1a PUIET BpeMSI.

SApuHa cxana pyky Nogpyru:

— Ona npaBa, BapBapa. Tbl tyuruii crpesiok B YcruHoBo. Ecitu. .. eciii JeicTBUTENTbHO PUILYT
MEPTBBIE, Tl HY’KHA 31€ECh.

Bapgsapa BbIIIsi/ieNia HECYACTHOM, HO CIIOPUTD OOJIbIIIE HE CTasa.

— Xots Obl BO3BMH MOU HOX, — CKa3ajia OHa, CHUMas C Mosica HeOOJIbIIION, HO KPEeNKUi HOX B
KOJKaHBIX HOXHax. — M obermail BepHYThCS 10 3aKaTa.

— O6emaro, — SIpuHa MpuHsIa HOX U IPUKPETUIIA €r0 K CBOeMY TIOsICY.

MmwuiiocnaBa TeM BpeMEHEM UTO-TO LIENTalla HaJl MAJIEHbKUM MEIIOYKOM M3 KPacHOW TKaHU.
3aKkOoHUYMB, OHA MPOTAHYJA ero Spuxe.

— 3Dr0 obeper. Hocu Ha 1iee, He CHUMal HY MPH KakKuX oOcTosATebcTBaX. OH HE 3alUTUT OT
CTaJIA WY KJIBIKOB, HO YKPOET TBOW Pa3yM OT TEMHBIX yap.
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SlpuHa Hazena Menovek Ha meto. OH ObUT TETIBIM, CJIOBHO KUBBIM, U MAX Y€M-TO CJIAJKUAM U
TOPbKUM OJIHOBPEMEHHO.

— Tenepsp nau, — ckazana Munocnasa. — [1yTs HeOMM3KUH, a BpeMeH:n Masio. Y moMHMU: 9TO Obl
HU CITy4MJIOCh, KOrO OBl Thl HM BCTPETUJIA B JieCy WM Ha 00NOTax — He CMOTpH B 1a3za. OcoOeHHO
TEM, KTO 30BET TeOA 110 UMEHM.

SlpuHa kuBHYJa, 0OHsIa BapBapy Ha mporianue u Bbiuia u3 n30bl. He6o Hag YcTUHOBO cTasio
e 6osee CTpaHHBIM — TeMepb B ero OJIeHOCTH MPOCTYNAIN PO30BATHIE IPOKUIIKH, CJIOBHO Ha HETO
TUIECHYNIM pa30aBIeHHOW KPOBH.

«[lenenpHas 3apsi», — mogyMaza OHa, BCIOMUHas cioBa Musocnasbl. M moyyBcTBOBasIa, Kak
MeTKa Ha 3alsICTheé CHOBA HAUMHAET FOpPeTh, CJIOBHO OTKJIMKAsICh HA €€ MBICIIH.

Bnepenu Obut monruii myth uepe3 YEpHbINA OOp K OO0TaM, IIie KU 3araJl0uHblid OTIIEIbHUK
Bornan. U rae-to Tam, 3a rOpU30HTOM, MOIHUMAJIACH APMUSI MEPTBBIX, BEIOMAas TEM, UYbE UM HEJIb3S1
ObLIO TPOM3HOCUTD BCITYX.

SlpriHa ckalia KyJIaku, MOJABIIss CTPaxX, U OBICTPHIM IIArOM HAIlPaBUJIACh K OKpanHe JAePEBHU.
Hauunanace camasi crpaHHasi ¥ CTpaiiHasi UICTOpUs B €€ KU3HHU.
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I'JIABA 2. TEHb HAJ/I YCTHUHOBbBIM

VYT1po B YCTMHOBO NpOAOIIKaIO HAIMBATLCA TPEBOIOM. SIprHa 1u1a Yyepes3 JepeBHIO, YyBCTBYS
Ha cebe B3rIsabl cocesieil. OHM CMOTPENIH C OMAcKOl, HEKOTOPBIE Jlake OTBOPAYHMBAINCH, 3AMETUB
e€¢ nmpuomkeHre. «Heyxenu OHM YTO-TO 3HAIOT?» — MPOMENIbKHY/IA MBbIC)Tb. HO HET, HUKTO He MOT
BUJIETb METKY MOJ] pyKaBoM e€ capadpaHa, HUKTO He CIIbIIIAl pa3roBopa B n306e MuiociaBbl.

W Bcé xe cTpaHHOE OECTIOKOMCTBO BUTAJIO B Bo3ayxe. Co0aKkM kaluch K HOTaM X0351€B BMECTO
NIPUBBIYHON OETOTHH, Kypbl COMIIMCH B TUIOTHBIE IPYIIITHI ITO/] HABECAMH, & KOPOBBI HA BHITOHE MBIYAJIN
TPEBOXHO M NMpOTskHO. [Ipupona dyBcTBOBasIa NpUOIMKEHUE OEbI.

ITpoxons Mumo Ky3HuLIbL, SIpyHa yciblinana 380H MOJIOTa [0 HakoBasIbHe. OHa 3aMeInIa Imar
— WATY HAIPAMUK K JIECY 3HAYMJIO IIPOMTU MUMO 3TOTO MECTA, a €M COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh BCTPEYAThCS
¢ Onecem. He cerogns, korga BpeMeHU Majlo, @ MBICJIY ITyTalOTCS.

Ho cynp6a perna nHavye. Kak pa3 korza oHa HOpaBHSIACH C OTKPHITHIMU ABEPSMU Ky3HHIIBI,
OTTyJa BbILIEJ BBICOKMM IIMPOKOIJIEYMH NIAPEHD C PACTPENAHHBIMU PyChIMU Boslocamu. Ero smno,
KpachBoe, HO CYypPOBO€, C PE3KMMH YepTaMH, ObUIO M3Ma3aHO CaXeid, a MyCKYJIMCThIe pyKH OnecTenu
OT MOTA.

— SIpuna? — oH ynuBnaE€HHO NogHsUT OpoBu. — Kyna Tak paHo coOpasnach?

OHa ocTaHOBWJIACh, MBITAsICh MpPUAYMaTh MpaBaonogooHyio 1oxbs. C OrneceM Bcerga ObUIO
HENPOCTO — OH CJIOBHO BUJEJI JIIOAEN HACKBO3b.

— K térke Aragene, B 3apeube, — HaKOHEL] OTBETW/IA OHA. — Marynika nmpocuia OTHECTH ed
CHa00bs1 OT MUJIOCTIaBbI.

Osech HaXMypHJICS, BHITEP PYKH O KOXaHBIN (DapTyK.

— W nostomy Tl uz€mb B cropoHy YépHoro Oopa? 3apeube B IPOTHUBOIOIOKHONW CTOPOHE,
ApuHa.

Ona npukycuia ryoy. Koneuno, o npas. Kakas riynas ommoka.

— 51... MHe HyXHO cHayaJla coOpath TpaBbl 11 MutocnaBbl. Ha onyiike Gopa.

— He Bpu MHe, — ero ronoc cran xécrue. — Yro nporcxogur? C camoro paccBera BCE BAJIMTCSA
U3 PyK, COOAKM BOIOT, MTHUIBI MOMYAT. A Terepb Thl KPaJEIIbCs B CTOPOHY Jieca C TAKUM BHIOM,
CJIOBHO 3a ToOOM rouuTtca cam Korueil.

Spuna B3goxHyaa. C OneceM y He€ OblIM C10kHbIE OTHOIIEHUs. OH JaBHO 100MBaJIcs €€ BHU-
MaHUs1, ¥ OHA HE MOIJIa CKa3aTb, YTO OH il HenpuATeH. CUJIbHBINA, KPacUBbIA, padOTALIMIA — JII00ast
JIeBYILIKa B JiepeBHE Oblaa Obl paja ero BHMMaHuio. Ho 4To-TO Beerna ocraHaBinMBaio €€ OT TOro,
YTOOBI OTBETUTh Ha €r0 yXa)XMBaHUs. BO3MOXHO, €ro BJIaCTHOCTb, €ro CTpeMJIEHHE BCE KOHTPOJIH-
poBatb. Mn Te BCBILIKY FHEBA, KOTOPHIE OHA MHOTJA 3aMevalla, KOraa KTO-TO NIEPEYNII EMY.

— 41 e mory ckasarse, Onecs. [IpaBaa, He mMory.

— ITO U3-3a CHOB? — BHE3AITHO CIIPOCUJI OH, ¥ OHA B3JpPOTHYJIa OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH. — S 3Halo,
41O TeOs1 My4aloT KoIIMaphl. Best nepeBHs mermyercst 06 3Tom.

— YT0 roBOpAT? — HACTOPOKEHHO CITPOCHUJIA OHA.

Osnech noxain rieyamu:

—PazHoe. UTo Tl KpUuMILIb 110 HOYaM. YTO TBOM CHbI ITpeBenIatoT 6eay. UTo Thl... 0COOEHHasI.

ITocnenHee c10BO OH NMPOM3HEC ¢ KAKOK-TO CMEChIO 0J1aroroBeHus U ONaceHUsl.

— 51 He ocobeHHas1, — TBEPAO CKa3asa oHa. — [IpOCTO MJI0XO CILUTIO B TIOCTIEIHEE BpeMsl.

— U nostomy unéus B YepHeiid 60p? — OH MOKayal rojioBoil. — fApuHa, s He qypak. Yro-To
ITPOMCXOJUT, U Thl 3aMelllaHa B 3TOM. CKaxku MHE MpaBjy.

Ona kone6anack. Moxuo i noBepsATh Osecio? OH CHJIBHBIA, CMEJIbliA, MOT OBl 3aIlIUTHTH €€
B mytu. Ho ¢ apyroii croponsl, Muiiocnasa ckaszasa, 4to €l HykHO uatu oqHoi. 1 Bapsape Benena
OCTaThbCS B JIEPEBHE.
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—MHe HyxHo uaru, Onech, — HAKOHeIT ckazasa oHa. — O6elao, st Bc€ 0ObSCHIO, KOTJa BEPHYCb.
Ho ceityac kaxxaplii MuUT 10pOT.

OH cMOTpen Ha He€ JOJITUM B3IJISZIOM, CJIOBHO MBITAsICh POYUTATH €€ MBICITH.

— Tot upéms k Hemy, na? K konayHy ¢ 605mot?

SApvHa B3apOrHyJIa.

— OTKyAa THI. ..

— He tak MHOTO MecT, KyJia MOXHO MOWTH Yepe3 YEpHbIi 60p, — nepedus oH. — U emeE MeHsbIe
MIPUYMH JIeNIaTh 9TO, OCOOSHHO ISl MOJIONION AeBYyIIKU. f He cienoi, SIpuHa. YTo-TO HEIaIHO TBO-
pHTCSI BOKPYT, U ThI yMaelllb, YTO TOT M3THAHHUK MTOMOKeT Tede?

B ero rosnoce 3Byyana peBHOCTb, TIATEJIBHO CKpbIBaeMasi, HO BCE JKe 3aMeTHasl.

— ¢ He 3Ha10, MOMOXKET JIM OH, — YECTHO OTBETHIa OHA. — HO s MOKHA TOTIBITAThCS.

— IonbITarbest uTo?

— Cnactu iepeBHIO, — TUXO CKazasa JpuHa, cama yauBJIsisch CBOUM ciioBaM. — CriacTH Bcex Hac.

Jluio Onecst uameHwoch. OH MOCMOTpPENT Ha HE0O, HA ero CTPAHHBIN OOJIC3HEHHBIN 1BET, Ha
pO30BaThie MPOKUIKH B OOTaKaX.

— IenenbHas 3apst, — mpodopMoTast oH. — Most 6aOka pacckasbsiBaia o TakoM. [IpeBHee Tpe-
3HAMEHOBaHHE.

— Tl 3HAaCIIH 00 3TOM? — yaUBIIAch SprHa.

— Mos ceMbsi XpaHUT CTapble 3HAHWS, — OTBETHJI OH. — Ky3HeuHoe Jiesio — He IpocTo padoTa ¢
METaJIOM. DTO UCKYCCTBO, TlepelaHHoe HaM camuM CBaporoM. Mbl HOMHHUM TO, UTO JIpyrue 3a0bITH.

OH BIpYT CXBaTUJI €€ 32 PYKYy — K CYACThIO, HE 3a Ty, /e OblJla MeTKa.

— 41 moiiy ¢ TOOOM, — peIMTENHHO CKa3aJl OH.

— Her, Onech. d momxHa MaTH OAHA.

— D10 6e3ymue! — BOCKJIMKHYT OH. — YEpHBI OOp OmaceH Aaxke B OOBIYHBIC THH, & CETOTHS. . .
€CJIM ICUCTBUTENILHO HacTymaeT [lenenbHas 3apsi, Tam OyJeT KUIIeTh HEUUCTb.

— Tem Goree THI HyXeH 37ieCh, — Bo3paswia SIpuHa. — Eci. .. Korja s BepHYCh, IepeBHE TIOHa-
nooburcs 3amuTa. Kto, kpome Teds1, CMOXKeT BBIKOBATh JOCTATOYHO OPYXKHUSI?

ITOT apryMeHT, Ka3aJioch, 3aCTABIJI €r0 33 JyMaThCsI.

— 41 He Mory oTImycTHTh TeOs OHY, — HAKOHEIl CKa3aJl OH.

— Mosenib u IOJKEeH, — TBEPIO OTBETUIIA OHA, BHICBOOOXK 1ast PyKy. — 5 0Oelaio BepHyThCS 10
3aKara. A TIOKa 3aiiMUCh TeM, YTO yMeelllb JIy4Ilie BCEro — MOATOTOBb JIEPEBHIO.

Oriech JOJITO CMOTPEIT Ha He€, ero I71a3a ObUTM TEMHBIMU OT TPEBOTH U Yero-To enlié, yero SpuHa
HE MOIJIa TIOHSATh.

— JIBa yClIOBUS, — HAKOHEI] CKa3asl OH. — Bo-niepBbIX, BO3bMU 3TO.

OH cHaN C 1men HeOOJbIION KYJOH — MPOCTOM METAJUTMYECKH KPYT C BBITPaBUPOBAHHOM
PYHOIl.

— DTO 3aIUTHBIA CUMBOJI, — MOsicHWI OH. — Ctapasi marusi, ciiibHasi. Hocu psiiom ¢ cepjtiem.

SlprHa B3su1a KyjaoH. OH ObUT TEIUIBIM, CJIOBHO XpaHUJI Teruio Tena Oecsl.

— A BrOpoe ycnosue?

— He nmoBepsiii KOJNIyHY, — €ro rojioc cTajl KECTKUM. — YTO Obl OH HU TOBOPHJI, YTO OBl HU
obeman. OH ObUT M3rHAH 32 TEMHYIO Maruio, 3a TO, 4TO Mepenien rpanb. TakuM, Kak OH, HeT MecTa
cpeau JIofe.

— Tl ero 3Haeus? — ynuBuiach SlpuHa.

— 3Hal0 JOCTaTOYHO, — YKJIOHUUBO OTBeTII Osiech. — VI KJISTHYCh, €CJIM OH IPUIMHUT TeOe Bpe,
sl HAWy ero Aaxe Ha THe OOJI0Ta U 3aCTaBIIO 3aIUIATUT.

B ero ronoce 6puta Takasi yrpo3a, 4ro SIprHa HEBOJILHO OTCTYIIHJIA HA IIIar.

— 51 6yny ocropokHa, — mooderana oHa. — A Ternepb MHE IeUCTBUTENIBHO 1Opa.

Oriech KMBHYJI, XOTsI TIO €r0 JIMIY OBUIO BUIHO, YTO OH BCE eIlE HeIOBOJICH.

— Jlo 3akara, fpuna. Eciu He BepHENILCS, 51 caM MOy 3a TOOO.
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— Cniacu60, — MCKpeHHe CKa3aJla OHa ¥, Pa3BEPHYBIINCH, OBICTPBIM IIATOM IOILIA TPOYb.

CriuHOM OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA €ro TSKENMBIA B3MJIA, MOKA HE CBEpHYJIA 32 TOCIEAHUE W30BI
JepeBHHU.

Onymka Y€pHoro 6opa BeTpeTniia e€ MEPTBOY TUIIMHON. OOBIYHO 37eCh OBLIO MOJIHO 3BYKOB —
TIeJIM TITUIIBI, Iy PIIAIA B TPaBE MEJIKME 3BEPbKH, IyeM HaceKoMble. Ceiuac e CIOBHO BCE KHUBOE
MONPATANIOCH, 3aTAWJIOCh, YyBCTBYSI IPUOIMKEHUE OCIbl.

SlprHa ocTaHOBHMJIACH HA TPAHMIIE JIECa, BIVIS/IBIBASICH B TEMHBIE CTBOJIBI IepEeBbeB. PaHbilie oHa
HUKOra He 00s1ach Oopa — ¢ ISTCTBA XO/AWJIA CIo[a C MaTepblo cCOOUpaTh sirofbl u rpuObl. Ho ceromus
JIeC Ka3aJicsl Uy KUM, BPakIeOHBIM.

— 41 He Gorock, — mporrenTaia OHa, CJIOBHO yoesxkaas camy ceosi. — He Gorock.

MeTKa Ha 3amsCcThe CHOBA Hayasla ropeTh, ¥ BMecTe ¢ OOJIbI0 IPUIILIO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO yBe-
pernHocTu. CJIOBHO UTO-TO BHYTPH HE€ 3HAJIO MyTh, 3HAJIO, YTO HY)XHO JIeIaTh.

Ona pemmTesbHO IIarHy/a Mmoj ceHb JepeBbeB. TpornuHKa Obula €Ba 3aMeTHa — HEMHOTHUE
OCMEJIMBAJIUCh XOOUTh Yepe3 Bech Oop k Oonotam. Ho fIpuHa nmoMHmIa pacckasbl CTApOKIIOB O TOM,
KaK MPOUTH 3TOT MyTh OE30MaCHO.

«Jlepxuch OCHOBHOM Tporbl. He oT3bIBaiics, ecii KTO-TO MO30BET TeOs 1o uMeHu. He ens u
HE Teil HMYero, 4To NMpeyiokar B jiecy. U rmaBHOe — He OCTaHaBJIMBACs 10 CaMbIX OOJIOT».

[TpocTeie mpaBua, KOTOPbIE MOIJIM CIIACTH KU3HD B JIeHb [lenenbHoi 3apu.

[NepBblii yac MyTH MPOIIEN CMOKOHHO. Jlec ObUT THX, TOJBKO MHOIZA CIBIIIAJCS CTPAHHBIHA
IIIOPOX B KyCTaxX WJIM TPECK BETKH IJe-TO BAajeke. FpuHa crapaiach UITH OBICTPO, HE OTBJIEKAsCh
Ha 3BYKH.

Ho yem panbine oHa yrayossiiach B 00p, TeM Tylie CTAHOBUJIKCh JEPEBbs, TEM MEHbIIIE CBETa
MIPOHMKAJIO CKBO3b UX KPOHBI. U TeM OTu€minBee CTaHOBUJIOCH OIIYIIEHHE, YTO 32 Hell HaOJII0/IaloT.

— SlpuHa. .. — moHEccs BAPYT TUXUI TOJIOC OTKY/A-TO COOKY.

Omna B3pOrHya, HO He OCTAHOBWJIACH U HE TIOBEPHYJIA T'OJIOBbI, IOMHS MPEJOCTepeKEeHHE.

— Slpuna, nomoru mHe. .. { 3a0mynunace. ..

T"osoc ObLI IeTCKUM, XajToOHBIM. OH TaK HAITOMUHAJ TOJI0C MAJIEHBKOM Mariy, T0YKH COCEIEN,
yto SprHa Ha MrHoBeHue 3ameia mar. Ho TyT xe onépHyina ceds — Maira Obi1a ToMa, B IepeBHE,
MO/ IPUCMOTPOM POAMTENeH. DTO He MOTJIa ObITh OHA.

— fpuna, noxanyiicra. ..

Tenepsb rosoc pasgaBajicsi ¢ APYroll CTOPOHBI, U OH yke He OblT JeTcKuM. OH ObLIT 3HAKOMBIM,
POIOHBIM — TOJIOC €€ MaTepH.

— JloyeHbKa, IOMOT MHE. .. §I paHeHa. ..

Cepaue Apunbl 6one3HeHHO ckanock. OHa 3HaJIA, YTO 3TO 0OMaH, MOPOK, HO BCE paBHO OBLIO
TPYIHO HE OTKJIMKHYThCS, HE OPOCUTHCS Ha MOMOIIIb.

«He oT3bIBaiics, eciiv KTO-TO TIO30BET TeOs1 10 MMEHW», — HATIOMHMIIA OHa ceOe, YCKOpsis IIar.

['onmoca MHOXMITKCH, 3ByYasIv CO BCEX CTOPOH, TIEpeKpbIBast Apyr Apyra. OHM 3Bajv, yMOJISUIH,
npoksuHam. Cpequ HUX ObUIM Tojioca e€ POoIHBIX, IPY3el, coceeid. A TIOTOM OHA YCJBIIIAia TOT
rOJIOC, KOTOPBIN Mpeciie/IoBal e€ B KOIIMapax — TOHKUH, 3BEHSIINN TOJI0C MEPTBON KHSI)KHBI.

— Tsl He ciac€iibes OT Hac, eBa ¢ 1apoM BOPOT. MbI yke uaéM. Ml yxke OIu3Ko. . .

Spuna modesxana. OHa OoOJIbIIIE HE MBITAJIACh UMTHOPHPOBATH I'OJIOCA — IIPOCTO XOTeNa OKa3aThCs
KaK MOXHO JaJibllie OT HUX. BeTKM Xjiectanu e€ mo JMily, KOpHH, CJIOBHO CIIEIMAIBHO, BHICTYTAHN U3
3eMJIM, IIBITAsICh MOMMaTh €€ Horu. OIMH pa3 OHa eJBa He ynajia, CIIOTKHYBIINCH O TOJICTbI KOPEHb,
HO KaKMM-TO YyIOM y/epKajia paBHOBECHE.

Oma He 3HaJa, CKOJIbKO BpeMEHH Oeskasla — MUHYTHI WM Yackl. JIErkue ropenu, Horu IposKasiu
oT ycrasioctu. HakoHer, Korjia ciitbl ObLTM Ha MCXOJIe, OHA BBIOEkKajia Ha HEOOJBIITYIO TIOJISTHY U OCTa-
HOBWJIACh, TSKEJIO JIBIIIA.

lomoca cruxmm. Bokpyr cHoBa Oblia TOJBKO THINMHA Jieca. SIpuHa orisgenach, IMbITAsCh
MOHATH, re Haxonutcs. [lonsHa Oblia CTpaHHOM — UeaNbHO KPYIJION, CJIOBHO BBIYEPUYEHHOH IUP-
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KyJeM. B 1ieHTpe e€ poc orpoMHbI Ay0, TAKOW JAPEBHMIA, YTO €ro CTBOJ Pa3eHIICS Ha HECKOIBKO
yacTel, 00pa3ys 4TO-TO BPOJE ECTECTBEHHOI'O TPOHA Y OCHOBAHMUS.

N Ha 3TOM TpOHE KTO-TO CcUAEI.

SlpuHa Brisiienach M ¢ y’KacoMm IMOHsIIa, YTO 3TO YeJIOBEK — WK TO, YTO KOrJa-To ObUIO Yeso-
BekoM. CKkesieT, OOTSIHYTBIN BBICOXIIIEH KOXel, B ocTaTkax Ooratoi onexapl. Ha uepene emmé coxpa-
HWINCh KJIOUKHU CEJIbIX BOJIOC, & Ha KOCTSIHBIX MAJIbIIaX OJIECTENIN IparorieHHbIe IEPCTHU.

Omna nmonsaTHiIachk, roToBasi CHoBa OeKaTh, HO TYT MEPTBEI] TIOIHSLJI TOJIOBY. B MyCTHIX IIa3HUIaxX
MeJIbKHYJI CUHUI OTOHEK.

— He 6oiics, neBa, — mpoliesniectest rojioc, MOXOXHid Ha MMOPOX CYXHX JIMCTheB. — S He MPUYMHIO
tebOe Bpena. He ceromns.

— Kro 11?7 — cipocuna fpuHa, yauBisschk, Kak €l XBaTUJIO CMEJIOCTH 3arOBOPUTb.

— 51 ObLT KHSA3EM 3THX 3eMeJlb, KOI/Ia TBOEH JIEPEBHH eIlIE He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO, — OTBETHII MEpT-
Bell. — Ternepp s cTpax rpaHuiibl. X paHUTENIb PABHOBECHSI MEK/1y MUPOM KUBBIX 1 MUPOM MEPTBBIX.

— W Th1... THI TOXE MOAHsLICA U3-3a [lenenbHOM 3apu? — OCTOPOKHO CIPOCUJIA OHA.

MeprBen u3gain 3ByK, IOXOKUI HAa CKPUITYUUIl CMEX.

— 1 HuKOrJa He Niekan B 3emie, IeBa. 1 10OpOBOIBLHO OTAAJ CBOIO JKM3Hb, YTOOBI OXPAHSTh
9TOT JIeC OT TeX, KTO MPUXOAUT U3-3a rpaHu. Ho cerogns... ceromHs rpadb noutu paspyiiena. U s
CJTUIIIKOM CJ1a0, YTOObI OCTAHOBUTH TO, UTO I'PSAIET.

— Yo rpsanér? — SpuHa caenana mar ONvKe, YyBCTBYs CTPaHHOE OTCYTCTBHE CTpaxa. DTOT
MepTBel] He IyraJ e€ Tak, Kak rojioca B JIeCy.

— Apmust HeMEPTBBIX. ThICSUM TeX, KTO ObUT HACHIIBHO BBIPBAaH M3 CBOETO BEYHOTO MOKOs1. X
BeZIET TOT, KOro Ha3biBalOT MpakoOopom. OH HamEN JAPEBHIOK KHUTY, pa3rajajl 3akJIMHAHWe... U
Terepb TOTOBUTCS YTOIIUTh MUP KUBBIX B KPOBH.

SlpuHa B3ApOrHyIia, yClIblaB UMsl HEKPOMaHTAa.

— MuiocniaBa ckazaia, uto s JoJKHa Haiith borgana. YTo oH MOKET TOMOYb MHE ITOHSATh MOU
aap.

— borjan. .. — MepTBel] CHOBa U3/1aJl CKPUITy4uid cMeX. — Jla, OH MHOToe 3HaeT O IpaHu MEKAY
Mupamu. Bo3moxkHO naxe caumkom mHoroe. Ho Oyms octopoxkHa, neBa. He Bce, kTo Gopercs ¢
TBMOM, CaMU CBOOOIHEI OT €€ BIMAHUS.

— Yro BbI UMeeTe B BUay?

— ¥V KaxJ1oro cBOM paHbl, CBOM MOTEPH, — YKJIOHUYMBO OTBETWJI MEPTBell. — borian norepsii
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO. 1 MHOTIa CKOpOb MOXKET 3aTyMaHUTD JIaXe CaMbIi SICHBIA pa3yM.

OH NoAHSA KOCT/ISBYIO PYKY U YKa3aJl Ha TPOIIMHKY, YXOJSIIYIO C IPYTOil CTOPOHBI TOJISIHBL:

— DT10T MyTh BhIBeET TeOs K Oomotam. Mau Ovictpee, neBa. CoHIlE yXe MUHOBAJIO 3€HUT, a
70 3aKaTa ThI JJOJDKHA OBITH B O€30I1aCHOM MecTe.

— Crnacu6o, — SIprHa MOKJIOHWIACh, HE 3HAsl, KaK €II€ BBIPa3UTh OJIArOJAPHOCTh CTPAHHOMY
CYILIECTBY.

— He 6naropapu MeHs1, — mporiesnecten MepTBell. — JIydiie MOMHU: Korja NpUaET BpeMsi BHIOopa
MEX/1y CEpILEM U JIONTOM, MEXLy JIIOOOBBIO U CyIbOOI — MPHCITyIIaics K rojocy KpoBu. OHa ApeB-
Hee, YeM JII0OBIE KIISTBEIL.

C >TUMM 3araJloYHBIMHA CJIOBAaMHU OH OTKHMHYJICSA Ha3al, MPUCIIOHUBIINCH K CTBONY ay0a, U
3aMep, CHOBA MPEBPATUBIIMCH B HETIOABUKHBIN CKEJIET Ha JPEeBECHOM TPOHE.

SlpuHa nmocTosiia ené MrHOBEeHHE, a 3aTeM ObICTPBIM IIAroM HaIpaBHJIACh 1O YKa3aHHOMW TPO-
nuHke. ClioBa MEpTBOro KHSI3sl KPYTHJIMChH B TOJIOBE, HE J1aBasi OKOs1. «[010Cc KpoBM JipeBHEe, YeM
ToObIe KIATBB». UTo 910 3HaUmo? U uro oH umen B BULY, roBopst o borgane?

TponuvHKa nmocreneHHo criyckajgack BHU3. Jlec penesn, craHoBMIICs cBeTiee. A MOTOM Jepe-
Bbsl PACCTYNUJIVMCh, OTKPbIBasi BUJ] Ha oOmMpHOe 0010T0. TyMaH KIyOWICS MEXIy PeIKUMU Jax-
JILIMU JIePEBbSIMU, CKPbIBasi OMacHble TOMU. [1e-To B1aieke BUAHENCS MaJIeHbKUI OCTPOBOK TBEPIIOM
3eMJIM, U Ha HEM — OJIMHOKast N30YIIKa.
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SIprHa octaHOBWJIACH HA Kpaio OOJOTa, BIIAABIBAsACH B TymMaH. Kak mepeOparbcsi yepe3 3Ty
Mpe/IaTeNIbCKyI0 MECTHOCTh? MulociaBa He Tipelynpeana e€, yTo MmyTh Oy/IeT HACTOIbKO OMACHBIM.

W TyT oHa 3amMeTHIa JIOAKY — MaJEHbKYIO, BBIJOJIONIEHHYIO U3 LIEJIBHOTO CTBOJIA JepeBa, Mpu-
BSI3aHHYIO K KOPSIBOMY JiepeBy Ha Oepery. PIom ¢ JIOOKOW CTOSUT IIeCT — JJIMHHBINA, C KeJIe3HbIM
HAKOHEYHHUKOM.

«CJIOBHO KTO-TO CMEIIUAJILHO OCTABWJI TO IS ITyTHUKOB», — TIOIyMajia OHa, OCTOPOKHO TOI-
XOMI K JIOJIKE.

BHyTpu OBLIO CYXO M YMCTO, HUKAKUX MPHU3HAKOB THUeHUs win mpotedek. Ilect Toxe Obul
KPENKUM, XOPOITIO 00padOTaHHBIM. SIprHAa OCMOTpeiach — HUKOTO BOKPYT. KTO-TO SIBHO MOJIb30BAJICS
9TOM JIOAKOU, HO ceivac 3TOT KTO-TO OTCYTCTBOBAJ.

— D! — KpUKHYJIA OHa, HAJIESACh, UTO BJIAJeNell JIOAKH MOABUTCS. — EcTh KTO-HUOYIB?

TosbKO X0 OTBETUJIO €, pa3HECIIMCH HAJl BOAHOM IJIA/IbI0.

Bpewms nomxumano. CosHile IeHCTBUTENIBHO Yke NepeBaIuiIo 3a MOJNJIeHb, a ei elle MpecTo-
s10 HallTH boryana v BepHYThCS B AEPEBHIO JI0 3aKarta. SIprHa pelmiach — OHa pa3Bsizajia BEpEBKY,
YIEPKUBAIOIIYIO JIOAKY, 3a0pajiachk BHYTpPb U, B3sB IIECT, OTTOJIKHYJIach OT Oepera.

VIpaBisTh JIOAKOM 0Ka3aJI0Ch HE TaK MPOCTO, KaK OHA TyMauia. TedeHue 37ech OblIo c1adbiM,
HO KOBApHBIM, TIOCTOSTHHO HOPOBUJIO Pa3BEPHYTh JIOJKY WJIM HAIIPABUTh €€ B CTOPOHY OT OCTPOBKA C
n30ymIKon. SIprHa yrnopHo 60posachk ¢ BOJAOH, HAMPABJIsis CYAEHBIIIKO K TIEITH.

Uem Onmke OHa TMOMIUIBIBATIA K OCTPOBKY, TEM OTUYET/IMBEE CTAHOBWJIWCH jeTanu. M30ymika
ObL1a MaJICHBKOM, HO KPEIKOM, TOCTPOEHHOM U3 TOJICThIX OpéBeH. OKHA 3aKPhIBAJU TUIOTHBIC CTABHH,
HECMOTPS Ha JIHEBHOE BpeMs. BOKpyr joma OblT pa3OUT HEOOJBINONW Oropo, TAe POCIN KaKhe-TO
TPaBbl ¥ OBOIITH.

Hakonerr Hoc oy TKHYJICS B Oeper ocTpoBKa. SlpruHa BeIOpaiach, BHITAIIMIIA JIOAKY Ha CYIITy
Y TIpUBs3aJIa €€ K KOJIBIIIKY, BOUTOMY B 3€MJTIO CIICIIUAJILHO JIJIsI STOH 1IN,

Tereps, cTos mepen U30OYIIKON, OHA MOYYBCTBOBaJA, Kak BO3Bpamaercs crpax. Yro, eciu
Muwuocnasa ommbanacek? Uto, ecrr Borgan He 3axoueT eii moMous ? YUTo, ecitu CITyXu 0 HEM — ITpaB/a,
Y OH JICUCTBUTEJILHO OTaceH?

Ho Bb160pa He 6bu10. OHa nmojonuia K IBEpU U PEIIMTEIbHO MOCTyYaa.

Tummaa. SprHa MogoXaana HEMHOTO U TIOCTydaia CHOBa, rpoMue. OISITh HUKAKOrO OTBETA.

Ona o6ora n30ymky. C Apyroit CTOpoHbI ObLIO 1€ OJHO OKHO, Oe3 CTaBeH. FprHa 3arsHya
BHYTPb U YBHJIEJIA POCTYIO, HO YUCTYIO KOMHATY. CTOJI, JIaBKa, TIOJIKU ¢ KHUTaMH U CKJIstHKamu. Ho
HUKaKHUX MMPU3HAKOB TIPUCYTCTBHS XO35MHA.

— 21! Bornan! — KpUKHYyIa OHA, BEPHYBIIKCH K J1Bepu. — A uiry Tedst! Mens nocnana Muso-
ciasa!

CHoBa TuiMHa. SlpyHa B OTUassHUM OMYCTUJIACh Ha ropor. Heyxkenu Bech e€ myThb, BCe orac-
HoCTH ObUTM HampacHbI? [1e 3TOT yapoyeit, Koraa oH Tak HysKeH?

W Tyt oHa ycibIIana maru — KTo-To MpUOIMKaCs ¢ Pyrol CTOPOHBI OCTPOBKA. SIpruHA BCKO-
YmJia, TOTOBAs B OO0 MOMEHT OpPOCUThCS OeKaTh, €CITM OMACHOCTh OKAXKETCSI CIIUIIIKOM BEJIMKA.

W3-3a yria n30ymku nmokasasicsi MOJIOJOH YeJ0BeK — HAMHOTO MOJIOXe, YeM OHa oxujana. Eif
MIPE/ICTABIISIICS CEJI0M CTapUK, a Tepej1 Hell CTOsUT I0HOIIA, €/IBa JIM CTaplle ABAALATH JieT. BricoKuii,
CTPOWHBIN, C JUIMHHBIMA TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, COOPAHHBIMU B XBOCT, U BHUMATEJILHBIMHA CEPbIMU
rnazamu. Oner oH ObLT IPOCTO: TEMHBIE INTaHBI, CBOOOIHAsT pyOaxa, MoBEepX KOTOPOM — MOTEPTHIM
KOKaHBII KUJIET. B pykax oH IepKall CBA3KY TOJBKO YTO IOMMAHHOM PHIOBL.

— Tel kTO? — CpPOCKT OH, HACTOPOKEHHO IS Ha HEE.

— 4 Apuna, U3 nepeBHM YCTUHOBO, — OTBETUJIA OHA, BeIIpsAMIIAsACh. — Wiy borgana, konayHa
¢ 6oor.

IOHoma ycmexnyscs:

— Kongyna? Tak MeHs el He Ha3piBau. Yapojei, HeKpOMaHT, Ipeaareib, U3MEHHUK — 9TO
na. Ho KoJIyH. .. 9TO 4TO-TO HOBEHBKOE.

13



A. Nik. «ITnau Bojka u nemney HOYU»

— Tot Borman? — HeoepurBo cripocuia SApuna. OH coBceM He ObLT ITOX0K Ha TOTO CTPAITHOTO
3J1071es1, O KOTOPOM pacCKa3blBaJIM JIETEHbI.

— $1, — OH KMBHYJ M TIPOLIEN MUMO He€ K Bepu. — M s He MPUHMMAIO TOCTE, OCOOEHHO B
nenb [lenenbHol 3apu. Bo3Bpaiuaiics Tyga, oTKyza MpHILIa, JeBOYKa. booTa cTaHOBSTCS ONAcHBI
T0CJIE 3aKarta.

OH OTKpBUI IBeph 1 COOpaJICS BOUTHU B JIOM, HO SIprHa cXBaTuia ero 3a pyky:

— Iopoxau! Mens npuciana Munocnasa. OHa ckazaja, 4TO TOJIBKO Thl MOXKEIIlb TIOMOYb MHE
MOHATH MOH J1ap. TOIBKO Tl MOKEIIb TOMOYb OCTAHOBUTD TO, UTO TPSJIET.

Borpan 3acTbi, MeyIeHHO MTOBEPHYJICS K HEW:

— MuocnaBa? Crapast BeJjpMa eIng kuBa? — OH ToKavas rojioBoid. — M 4To ke 3a gap y teos
TAaKOM, YTO MOHAA00MIACh MOSI TIOMOIITH?

Bmecro orBera fpuHa 3akartana pykas, IIOKa3blBasg METKY Ha 3ansActbe. Ilpu Buze cumsosna
muno borgana n3mennsock. OH nooneHes, 11a3a paclMpUIkCh OT YAUBJICHUS WM CTpaxa.

— Bpara cHa, — npomentan oH. — HeBo3mMoxHO. .. Takue poxalorcs pa3 B ThICSAUY JIET.

— Yro 3710 3HauUnT? — cnpocuia SIpuHa. — MuociaaBa ckaszajia 4ro-To TIOXoXkee, HO He 00bsiC-
HUJIA.

Borian Heckonbko MrHOBEHMI CMOTpEJ Ha HEE, CIIOBHO OLIEHUBAs, a 3aT€M B3I0XHYJI U OTCTY-
IIWJI OT JIBEpU:

— 3axonu. PaszroBop Oyner goiarum, a BpeMeHH, cyasi 1o HeOy, y HaC He TaK MHOTO.

SlpuHa ¢ obneryeHreM mepecTynuia nopor U30ynKu. BHyTpr ObLJIO YMCTO U Ha YIWBIICHUE
yioTHO. CTeHbl 3aBelllaHbl CyIIEHBIMU TPaBaMU, B YIUIy TJIEIM yIJIM B MasleHbKOil neun. Ha crone
JIeKAJIM PACKPBIThIE KHUTH M KaKMe-TO MHCTPYMEHTBI, IOX0KUE Ha Te, YTO MCIoNb30Baia Muociasa
JUTsI CBOMX T'aJJaHUM.

Bornan nmonoxut pei0y B MUCKY C BOZIOH, 3aTeM MOAOPOCHIT IPOB B TIeUb M TIOBECHIT HaJl OTHEM
KOTEJIOK C BOJIOW.

— IIpoxonu, caguck, — cKa3aJl OH, YKa3blBasi Ha JIaBKY y cTona. — Yaii u3 TpaB OMOXKET ITPOsiC-
HUTb Pa3yM Nepe] TSKENBIM Pa3srOBOPOM.

SIprHa OCTOPOKHO cella, BCE €IIE HACTOPOKEHHAS, HO YK€ He Takas UCIyraHHas. beuio 4ro-1o
pacronararoiiee B 3TOM MOJIOIOM YeJIOBEKE, HECMOTPS Ha €r0 OTUYkJIEHHOCTb.

— Tl He MOXOXk Ha 37I00HOTO KOJI/IyHA, — 3aMETHJIA OHA.

Borpan yemexHysics1, Hachinasi B KOTEJIOK KaKUe-TO TPaBbl:

— A nomxen? C poraMu ¥ XBOCTOM, TUTAIOIIMIACS MJIaIeHIIaMU ?

— IIpumepHO Tak o TeGe 1 rOBOPAT B AIepeBHE, — YECTHO OTBeTMIIA SIpuHa.

— JllopsiM HYKHBI YyJOBMIIA, — MTOKaJ riedamu bornan. — MiM npouie Beputh, 4To 310 MpU-
XOIOUT U3BHE, OT KaKUX-TO TEMHBIX CHJI WM 3JIbIX KOJIyHOB. CTpaliHee NpU3HaTh, YTO YyJOBHUILA
KHUBYT CPETU HUX, BHITJISIAAT KaK OOBIYHBIC JIIO/IU, YIIBIOAIOTCS, BEIYT OOBIYHYIO KU3Hb. .. U OHAK/IbI
OepyT HOX U UIYT yOMBATh.

B ero ronoce npo3Byuana Takas ropeds, uto SApune crayno He o cede. OHa pemmia CMEHUTb
TEMY:

— Tsl ckazai, 4TO 3Haelb, 4To Takoe Bpara cHa. OObsicHUIIL MHE?

Borpan cHslJ1 KOTEJIOK € OTHsI, pa3Jivil ApOMATHBIM HACTOU B JIBE INIMHSIHBIE KPYKKH U CEJT HAPO-
TUB HEE.

— Bpara cHa — 310 ApeBHU Aap, — Hayas OoH. — JIIoAM ¢ TaKMM J1apOM CIIOCOOHBI MTPOXOIHUTh
yepes rpaHb MEkK1y MUpPaMH KUBbIX U MEPTBBIX. He pusnuecku, koneuno. Bo cue. OHuM BUAAT TO,
YTO CKPHITO OT OOBIYHBIX JIIOZIEH, CIBIIIAT Tojoca TeX, KTO JaBHO ymep. W mHOrga... uHoraa oHu
MOTYT BJIMATH HA 3Ty T'paHb. YKpEIIATh e€. M paspyiars.

— W a... Takas? — HeyBepeHHO cripocuia SpuHa.

— Eciu meTka HacTosiias — /ia, — OH KUBHYJI Ha e€ 3arisicthe. — Koryia oHa nosiBuiach?
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— Cerogns Houblo. Ho Kolmapbl Ha4aaich CEeMHAALATh JHEW Ha3ajl. S BUKY MEPTBYIO KHSKHY,
OHa 30BET MEHsI, IPOCUT O NMOMOIIK. ['0BOpUT, UTO TOJIBKO 1 MOTY OCTAaHOBUTH IIECHb MEPTBBIX.

Bornan Haxmypuics:

— MéptBas kHsxHa? Onuim ee.

— MarneHpKas A€BOUKa, JIET CEMHU WM BOCbMU. breaHas, ¢ JIMHHBIMU YEPHBIMU BOJIOCaMU. Y
He€. .. HeT r1a3. TOobKO MycThle MIA3HULBI, U3 KOTOPBIX TEYET YTO-TO YEPHOE.

Borman noomneanen emg cunbHee. Ero pyku, nepkasiime KPyKKy € YaeM, 3aIpOKaIH.

— Ona HazbIBas1a CBOE UMSs? — TUXO CIIPOCKJII OH.

— Her, — nokauana ronosoit fpuna. — Tonbko npocuia o nomoind. Y npeaynpexiana o rpsi-
AyILEM y:Kace.

Bornan pe3ko BeTas, MpoIEsn K OHOM U3 MOJIOK M AOCTaNl CTAPUHHYIO KHUTY B KOXKaHOM Iiepe-
miere. [Iposvcrain e€, HalEN HyKHYI0 CTPAHMUILY Y ITOKa3al IprHe WLTIOCTPALMIO — PUCYHOK MaJIEHb-
KOU JIEBOYKH B OOraToM IuiaThe.

— Ona? — cnpocus1 OH HaPsKEHHBIM IOJIOCOM.

SlpyHa BIVIiAEIach B PUCYHOK M C Y’KaCOM Y3HaJla JIMLIO U3 CBOMX KOIIMAapOB — T€ e TOHKHE
YepThl, Ta ke Mpuyecka. ToMbKo Ha pUCYHKE Y JeBOUKHM ObUIM IJ1a3a — OOJbIINe, MevasbHbIe.

— Ha, 310 oHa, — npomenTaia Apuna. — Kto 3t0?

— KuspkHa MupocnaBa, noub kHs3si Cestononka peBHero, — otBeTwi1 borjaH, 3akpeiBast
KHUTY. — OHa ymepsia IATbCOT JIET Ha3a/l, BO BPEMsI BEIMKOI UyMbl. A iepe]] CMEPThIO IPOPOUYECTBO-
Bajia O JHE, KOrja MEPTBbIE NIOIHUMYTCS U3 MOTHIL.

— W stot nenp Hactan? IlenenvHast 3aps?

— Iloxoxe Ha 1O, — MpayHO cKa3ajl bornaH, cHOBa cajsch HANpPOTUB HeE. — BCE€ cxomuTes.
[TpopoyecTBo, nosinenue Bpar cHa, 3Tu cTpaHHbIe 3HaMeHUs B HeOe. .. KTo-To Hamén cnocod pas-
PYLIUTb TPaHb MEXAY MUpaMu. 1 3TOT KTO-TO FOTOBUTCS BBITYCTUTH LIEYI0O apMHIO HEMEPTBBIX Ha
3eMJIM KUBbIX.

— Mpako6op, — THXO ckazasna ApuHa.

Borian B3AporHys, ycislias 310 UMS:

— Kro pacckazan tede o Hém?

— Munocnasa. U... MEPTBBI KHA3b B JIECY.

— To1 Buzena Crpaxa? — yausuiicsi Bornan. — OH peako nokasbiBaeTcst JoasiM. [JJoIkHO OBITb,
CUTYalUsl JIEVCTBUTEJILHO CEpPbE3HAS.

— OH cKazaJ, 4To CIUIIKOM cJia0, 9YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH TO, UTO TPSAAET, — BCIOMHWIA SpuHa. —
N 4t0 rpanp noutH paspyiieHa.

Borzian 3a1yMunBO OCTYKUBaJI NAJIbLIAMMU T10 CTOJY:

— Ecin paxxe Ctpax jieca He MOKET ITPOTUBOCTOSITh 3TOW YIrpo3e, Jiejia COBCEM II0Xu. Mpako-
60p OBbLT OMTHUM U3 CHIILHEHMIIIMX HEKPOMAHTOB CBOETO BPEMEHH, a Terepb, €U OH JICHCTBUTEIHHO
BEPHYJICS U3 MEPTBBIX, €r0 CHJIAa MOIJIa BO3PACTU MHOTOKPATHO.

— Ho kak Mbl MOXeM ero octaHoBUTh? — cripocuiia SApuHa. — YTo 51 10/KHA es1aTh ¢ ITUM. ..
napom?

Bornan gonro cMoTpesn Ha He€, CJIOBHO OLICHUBAS:

—Yectno? 4 ne 3naw. [lap Bpar cHa Henpeackazyem, yHUKaJIeH AJis Kaxkaoro Hocuresist. Ho st
3HAIO YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIN MOXKeT 3HaTh Oosbine. Kussp Cesatononk [V, moToMok Toro camoro KHsi3sl,
Ybsl OYb IIPUXOAUT K TeOe BO CHax. Y HEro ecTh JpeBHHUE X POHUKH, 3AMMCH O Tpeapaynmx Bparax
CHa.

— W roe HaM HaWTH 3TOro KHA3s?

— B ropone Tuxomupse, B TpEX IHAX MYTH OTclofa, — otBeTu bornan. — Ho ceiiuac BaxHee
apyroe. Eciu MpakoOop IeCTBUTENBHO TOJHSUIT ApPMUI0 MEPTBBIX, NIEPBOW HA MX MyTH OyZIeT TBOS
JepeBHs. YCTUHOBO HYKHO 9BaKyHpOBaTh, U KaK MOXKHO CKOpEe.

— Mmb1 gomkHbl BepHyThCs! — AApuHa Bckoumna. — [Ipegynpeants ux!
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— He w1, a TbI, — mokayvan rosioBoii boraan. — f He Mory nosiBUTHCS B iepeBHe. MeHsl u3rHaiiu,
noMHuIIb? [TpoksiTue u3rHaHus BCE el IeCcTBYET — eCU 51 CTYILUTIO Ha 3eMJIM YCTUHOBO, TO YMPY
B CTpAILIHBIX MyKaXx.

— Ho s He cmory yoeauts Beio iepeBHI0! MHE HUKTO HE TIOBEpUT!

— IloBepAr, koraa yBUAAT EPBBIX MEPTBELIOB, — MpauHO ckas3an borpan. — K coxanenuio, monu
4acTo BEPAT TOJILKO TOMY, YTO MOTYT MOLIyNaTh WiIK notporats. U To He Bcerga.

OH BcTas1, OIOMIEN K CYHIYKY B YIJTy KOMHATHI U JIOCTAJT OTTYAa HEOOJBIIION CBEPTOK.

— Bo3bMu 310, — cKa3ai oH, poTAruBas ero Spune. — 31ech aMmyJeThl 3aIUTHI, 10 OJHOMY Ha
Ka/Ipli 10M B AepeBHe. OHM HE OCTAHOBSIT MEPTBBIX, HO 3aMEJIAT UX, JaayT JIOAAM BpeMs YUTH.

SlpuHa npuHSsiIa CBEPTOK — OH ObLIT HEOKUIAHHO TSIKENBIM JIJISI CBOETO pa3Mepa.

— Cnacu6o, — UCKpeHHe cka3zaia oHa. — Ho kak MHe BepHyThcs K TeOe? Ilocne Toro, Kak s
Mpeynpexy JepeBHIO?

— 4 Gyny xnatb TeOs Ha omymike YépHoro 60pa, ¢ BOCTOYHOW CTOPOHBI, — OTBETHJ boraaH. —
ITocne 3akata. I moMHU — eciiu He ycIieelllb BHIBECTH JIIO/IEN U3 JEPEBHU JJO HACTYIUIEHUS] TEMHOTBI,
yxomu cama. He sxam Hukoro. Korma npunér apmusi MEPTBBIX, Oy/eT CIUIIKOM MO3JHO YTO-JHMOO
JenaTh.

— ¢ He Oporty cBoMX OMMU3KUX, — TBEPAO cKkaszaia SIpuHa.

— BrnaroponHo, HO TIymno, — Mokavyasu rojoBoi bormaH. — Eciam Thl moruOHen s, moruoHeT
HaJiexKaa U1 BceX. TBOM Jap — e IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOKeT OCTaHOBUTh MpakoOopa. He puckyii codoi
MOHAIPACHY.

OH NofIONIEN K IBEPU U OTKPbLUI e€:

— Te6e nopa. ConHile yxe KJIOHUTCS K 3aKaTy, a MyTh HeOnm3kuid. Yaaun, Bpara caa. Haneroch,
MBI €IlIE YBUANMCH.

— Obs13aTenbHO YBUAMMCS, — YBEpPEeHHO cKazauia fpuHa, maras yepe3 nopor. — U cracu6o 3a
yail. OH JeUCTBUTEIHLHO MPOSICHWI Pa3yM.

Borpian cmabo ynelOHYICs — mepBast yJIbiOKa 3a BeCh pa3roBop:

— Crapeiii perient Moeit 6a0ku. OHa Toxe OblTa 3HAXapKOH, Kak TBos Muyiociasa.

— ThI He TakoOH CTpaIIHbIN, Kak 0 Tebe ToBOpAT, — 3aMeTuIa SIprHa, CIyCKasch C KPbUIBIIA.

— He Bcé crpaiHoe BhINIAIUT yrposkaole, — pusocodeku 3amerun boraan. — U He Beg, uto
BBHIIJISAUT O€300M/IHO, TAKOBBIM SIBJISIETCS. 3allOMHH 3TO, KOT/ia Oy/iellb BO3BpAIaThCs Yepes Jiec.
JleHb OMU3UTCS K KOHILY, U T€, KTO CKPBIBAJICS OT COJTHEYHOTO CBETA, CKOPO BBIMIYT HA OXOTY.

C 3TMMH CJIOBaMU OH KMBHYJI €/l Ha MPOLIAHKE U 3aKPbLI IBEPb.

SAprHa nocrosiia emE MrHOBEHHE, 3aTEM PEIIMTEIBHO HallpaBUiIach K Jiogake. I1yTs Ha3an npen-
CTOSUI JIOJITMI W OMACHBII, HO Telepb OHA IO KpailHeW Mepe 3Haja, 4ro jenarsb. [lpenynpenurtsb
JePEeBHIO, pa3/iaTh aMyJIeThl, yOSTUTD JIIOJeN YIUTH JI0 3aKaTa. A TIOTOM. .. [IOTOM HaWTH CIIOCOO OCTa-
HOBUTb MpakoOopa 1 ero apMuio MEPTBBIX.

Omna oTBsI3aJ1a JIOAKY, cela B He€ M OTTOJIKHYJIach oT Oepera. Bniepeau sxian oOpaTHbIN MyTh
yepe3 6051010, yepe3 UEpHbIN OOp, rlie ¢ HACTYIUIEHHEM CyMepeK HauHYT MpoOYyXIaThbCs TEMHBIE
CUJIBI.

A B JIepeBHe kAaJI HUYEro He MOoI03pEBalolIMe JIIoAU — €€ poaHble, Apy3bs, coceau. Bee Te,
KOI'0 OHA MOKJISJIACh 3allMINATh, AaXke HEe MOHMMas /10 KOHIIA CBOETO J1apa.

He60 Haz1 royoBoi MpogoIiKaio HAIMBATLCS TPEBOKHBIMU Kpackamu [lenespHol 3apu. Bpems
yTeKaso, Kak MeCOK CKBO3b Majblibl. Y rae-To Tam, 3a TOpU30HTOM, NIOJAHUMAJIACh apMUsl, KOTOpasi
HE 3HaJla HU CTpaxa, HU YCTAJIOCTH, HU MOLIA/IBI.

Apmusg MEPTBBIX 11UIA HA YCTUHOBO.
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I'JIABA 3. TOJIOC KPOBHA

Bo3sBpartienue yepes 60010 mporuio osictpee, yem SpuHa oxupana. Kaszanocs, cama Boga
MIOMOTaeT ei, MOATAJIKUBas JOAKY K Oepery. Mnu 310 cTpax npuiasai eil Cuil — CcTpax He YCIeTh, He
MIPESYNIPEANTD, HE CIIACTH.

Korza oHa mpuyanmia K KpOMKE CYIIH, COJHIIE YK€ 3aMETHO KJIOHMJIOCH K ropr30oHTY. Hebo
OKpacujIoch B OarpoBble TOHA, OTYEro BECh JIEC KA3aJICs 3aJIMTHIM KPOBBIO. SIpHHA TOPOIUIMBO MPU-
BsI3aJ1a JIOAKY M TIOYTH OeroM Opocuiack K Tporie, Beayiuei yepe3 YEpHslii 60p.

Ha stoT pas snec He ka3ajucsa TakUM MyraioUMM — BO3MOXHO, TIOTOMY 4YTO CTpax 3a POIHBIX
NepeBeIBal Bce OcTalbHble cTpaxy. OHa 1uia ObICTPO, MOYTH He oOpalasi BHUMaHHs Ha CTpaHHbIe
LIOPOXM M TEHU, MeJIbKaBILINE Mek1y JepeBbsaMu. CBEPTOK C amyJieTaMH, KOTOPBHIM Aajl el bornas,
OTTATMBAJ MOSCHYIO CYMKY, HO fIprHa e[1Ba 3amevasia 3Ty TSKECTb.

Ha nonsxe ¢ apeBHUM 1yOOoM OHa 3aMeJIMiIa Iar, MONIsAAEB Ha MECTO, Iie CUje] MEPTBBII
KH:3b. Ceifuac TpoH U3 KOpHe# mycToBall — CTpaxk Mcyes, CIOBHO €ro HUKorjaa u He 0bu10. Tosbko
MaJIeHbKHUI CHHUI IIBETOK, BHIPOCIIMI Y OCHOBaHMs 1yOa, HAMEKAaJ Ha TO, YTO BCTpeya OblIa peaib-
HOMU.

YepHbiii 60p 3aKaHUMBAJICS BHE3AITHO — TYCTHIE JEPEBbsl PE3KO CMEHSUIUCh PEIKOJIECheM, a
3aTeM OTKPBITHIM IPOCTPAHCTBOM IoJeil. flpuHa mouTH BbIOEXKaja Ha OMYLIKY U OCTAaHOBWJIACH,
TSDKEJIO Apliia. Baaneke BugHenacy 4epeBHs Y CTMHOBO — TaKasl CIIOKOMHAsA, MUPHasi, C IbIMKaMU HaJl
KpbIIIamMH, ¢ OJIECKOM BOJBI B TIPYAY, C CHITySTaMH JIIOJIEH, CTeIaliX 3aKOHUYUTh JHEBHBIC Iea.

«OHH gaxe He OJ03peBaloT», — nogyMana SIpuHa ¢ 6ombi0. Kak yoeaurs nx B onacHoctr? Kak
3aCTaBUTh IOBEPUTH B TO, YTO 3BYUUT Kak OperHH Oe3ymua’?

Ona mepeBesnia Ayx W OBICTPBIM IIarOM HANpaBWIACh K JiepeBHe. [ Hayana Hy)KHO HaWTH
Bapgapy 1 Onecst — OHM IOBEPSAIT €, a C MX MOMOIIIBIO OyIeT mpoire yoeaquTh ocTaibHbIX. OCOOEHHO
Ouecs — Kak Ky3Hella M BOMHA €0 yBaKaJli B IEPEBHE, K €0 CJI0BaM IPUCITYILNBAJINCD.

OpnHako, npuOnmxkasack K YCTMHOBO, SlpuHa 3amMeTusIa cTpaHHoe oxuBieHue. Jloau codupa-
JIUCh HA IIABHOM IUIOLIAH, O YEM-TO IPOMKO FOBOPHWJIM, Pa3MaxUBaau pyKamu. UTo-To ciryumnoch
3a BpeMs €€ OTCYTCTBUA?

Oma yckopuIia 1mar, oyTH repexozis Ha Oer. Y oKouIpl e€ 3aMeTuiia coceka, noxunas [pac-
KOBb$1, M YTO-TO KPUKHYJIa ApyruM. Heckosbko yesoBek 0OepHY/InCh, YKa3biBas Ha SIpuHy, U cpeau
HUX OHa ¢ o0JieryeHreM yBHesa 3Hakomyio ¢purypy Bapsapsil.

— dpuna! — Bapapa Opocunack K Hel, 0OHsi1a Kpenko. — CiaBa 6oram, Tl skuBa! Mel yke
HayaJu OeCrOKOUTHC !

— Yro npoucxoauT? — cpocuiia SIpuHa, KMBasi Ha COOpaBIIMXCs HA TUIOLIAM JTIOJEH.

JIuo Bapsapel nompauseso:

— bena, nogpyra. ITactyx Tumodeit He BepHyJICS € AaabHETO BbIrOHA. OTel] MOIET UCKaTh €T0
U... — OHa 3aIlHYJIaCh, — HAIIEN TOJIBbKO ocTaTKu. ClIoBHO 3Bepu pacrep3anu. Ho cinenos 3Bepeit Her,
TOJIBKO CTPaHHBIE OTIEYATKH, IIOXOKHE HA YEJIOBEUECKHE, HO. .. HEITPABUJIbHBIE KaK-TO.

SIprHa noxononena:

— OHu yke O:113K0, — MpoILenTaia OHa. — Mbl IOJKHBI IPeypeiuTh BCEX, HEME/IJIEHHO !

— Kro 6mu3ko? — BapBapa cxBatuiia e€ 3a pyKy. — Tbl y3Ha1a 4To-TO y KOJIjiyHa?

— Ha, n 310 Xy*)e, yeM mbl gyManu. I'ne Onecs? Ham HyxHa €ero nomorus.

— B ky3Huie, kyér opysxue. Ilocne rudenu Tumodes crapefinHbl pelnav OpraHu30BaTh HOY-
HOE JIEXKyPCTBO 10 NIEPUMETPY AEPEBHU.

10 ObUIa XOpOLIIast HOBOCTb — MO KpaliHEN Mepe, JIIOIU yxke HacTopoxe. Bo3sMoxHoO, ux Oyaer
npole yoeaquTb B HeOOXOAMMOCTH 9BaKyalHy.

OHu GBICTPO MPOLITH Yepe3 IepeBHIO K Ky3HuIle. M3aasneka Obut cibiiieH 3B0H Mostota — Orech
pabota. [IBepb Obula OTKpHITA, BHYTPH MbLIAJ TOPH, paclpoCTpaHssl BOKPYT BOJHBI xkapa. Onech,
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OOHAKEHHBIN 10 TT0SIC, C OJIECTAIIEN OT IOTAa KOXKENH, METOOUYHO KOBAJI HAKOHEYHUK IS Kombsa. Ha
CTEHE YK€ BHCEJIO HECKOJIbKO TOTOBBIX KOITHIA, & TaK)Ke HECKOJIbKO Meueil rpy0oit paboThI.

— Onecs! — okyukHyna ero SIpuna.

OH 00epHyICS, ¥ er0 XMYypOe JIMLIO MPOCBETIIENO P BUjie AeBYIIKH. OTI0KUB UHCTPYMEHTHI,
OH OBICTPO TMOIONIEN K HHM.

— Tsl BepHyIach, — ckaszaj oH ¢ odnerdyenremM. — Harmina to, uro muckasa?

— U naxe 6onblie, — kuBHYa SIprHa. — Ho y Hac 6ombime mpobnembl. TUModeid. .. 3TO TOIbKO
Hayasio. CKopo OyaeT Xyxke, HAMHOTO Xyxke.

Onech HaXMypUJICS:

— Th1 3Hae1Ib, YTO CIYIUIIOCH C HUM?

— JoragpiBaiock. DT0 ObUIM OHU. .. MEPTBBIC. Pa3Be UMK OCHOBHOTO BOWICKA.

— MéprtBbie? — HepoBepuuBo nepecrnpocui Oneck. — Thl 0 uem?

SlpuHa TIyOOKO B3IOXHYJA U paccKasana BcE, 4To y3Hasa oT borgana: o IlenenbHoit 3ape, o
Mpaxkobope, 0 HagBHramomiencs: apMun HexkutH. OHa Mmokas3ajia MEeTKy Ha CBOEM 3arsiCThe U 00bsIC-
HWJIA, YTO 3HAYMT ObITh BpaTamu cHa.

Bapgapa crymiana ¢ OTKpHITHIM pTOM, €€ JuIo Bc€ Oodbine Oneaneno. A Onech CTaHOBHUJICS
BCE MpayHee C KaXIbIM CJIOBOM.

— U stor... BormaH, — cka3an oH, Korja SprHa 3aKoHYMIIa, — OH JaJl Te0e aMyJIeThl 3alUThi?

— Ila, mo oqHOMY Ha KaxIblid oM, — SIpuHa goctana cBEpToK. — OHU 3aMe ST MEPTBBIX, 1aTyT
HaM BpeMsl yUTH.

— Viitn? — BocksimkHyJs1a Bapsapa. — Bpocuts 1epeBHio?

— V Hac Her BbIOOpa, — TBEPAO ckaszana SlpuHa. — Bormad ObUT OYEHb SICEH — MPOTHB TAKOW
apMuM HaM He BbICTOSITh. HyXHO 3BakympoBaTh BCEX 10 3aKara.

— U kyna xe? — cnpocun Onech, CKPECTUB PyKHU Ha TPYIHU.

— B Tuxomupee, k kHs310 CBATONONKY. OH MOXET 3HaTh OOJBIIE O MOEM JIape U O TOM, Kak
OCTaHOBUTH MpakoOopa.

Ornech nokayasl roJoBoOu:

— Tpu aHs myTH C IeTbMU U cTapukamu. Eciu apMust MEPTBBIX EMCTBUTENBHO Tak OJM3KO,
OHHU HACTUTHYT HAC €ILE JI0 PacCBeTa.

— Toraa uto Thl npeiaraenib? — cripocuia SIpuHa ¢ BHI30BOM.

— Ocratbcs U cpaxkaTbesi, — IPOCTO OTBETHJI OH. — YKPENHTh AEPEBHIO, COOpaTh BCEX MYKUHH,
CIIOCOOHBIX AepkaTh opyxkue. C MOMOIIBI0 aMyJIETOB M OPYKHSI Mbl CMOKEM OTOMTBCSI.

— D10 caMOyOUICTBO, — BO3pa3uia SpuHa. — bormad roBopui o Teicsiuax MepTBerioB. CKOJBKO
y Hac O6ouroB? [Tareaecar? Cto B aydiem ciydae?

— U 1B1 Bepuib 3TOMy KOnayHy? — npurtypuics Onech. — YenoBeky, U3rHaHHOMY 3a TEMHYIO
Maruio? OTKy/a Thl 3Ha€lllb, YTO 3TO HE OH MOJHST MEPTBBIX? UTO HE OH CTOMT 3a BCeM 3TUM?

SlpuHa He Hauwiach yTo OTBeTUTh. COMHEHMe, nocessHHoe cnoBaMu Ojecs, MPOHUKJIIO B €€
pasyM. JleficTBUTENIbHO, OTKYAA €l 3HaTh, 4T0 borman rooput npasay? OHa Bujiesa ero BCero ofauH
pa3 B XKU3HU, U TIPH STOM OH CaM MPHU3HAJ, YTO yMeeT paboTarh ¢ TEMHOU Maruei.

— ... He 3Ha1, — YeCcTHO cKa3asa oHa. — Ho MusocnaBa noBepsiet emy, a s 1oBepsio Muo-
cllaBe.

— MunocnaBa — crapast BeibMa, Iojyoe3yMHast OT CBOUX TPaB U 3eyuid, — (PbIpkHYT Oech.

— He cwmeii Tak roBoputs 0 Hell! — Berynuiack BapBapa. — OHa jieunsia TBOIO MaTh, KOI1a HUKTO
JPYroy He MOT ITOMOYb.

— U 4to ¢ Ttoro? — noxan riedamu Oneck. — S He OTpHIIal0 €€ 3HAXapCKUX CIOCOOHOCTEH.
Ho noBepsTs cynpOy 1iesioli IepeBHH CJI0BaM M3THAHHUKA, IEPEeJaHHBIM Yepe3 cTapylo BeabMmy? 1o
Oesymue.

OH nopomien Kk fApune, B3s1 €€ 32 pyKu:
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— [Nocnymmaii, s1 HOHMMAIO TBOW CTpax. DTU CHBI, ITA METKa — BCE 3TO myraet 1eds1. Ho 6ercrBo
— He BBIXOJ. Y HAcC €CTh aMyJIe€Thl, €CTb OPYKHUE, €CTb KPEIKUE CTEHbI. Mbl MOXEM BBICTOSITb.

Ero yBepenHocTh Oblia 3apasutenbHol. [71si11s B ero TBEpapIe 11a3a, SipiHa mouty nosepuia,
YTO OH IpaB. YTO OHM AEUCTBUTEIBHO MOTYT 3aIUTUTh IEPEBHIO.

Ho 3arem ona Bcriomuuna ciosa borana, ero npenynpesxaenue. Y BuieHre MEPTBOM KHSIKHBI,
MPe/ICKa3bIBAIOIIEH THOENb BCETro KUBOTO.

— Her, — ona BeicBOOOAMIa pyku u3 xBatku Onecs. — S He Mory puckoBath. Eciiu Boran mpas,
Y HaM He BBICTOSITh, TO MbI 00pe4éM Ha rulelTb BCIO AepeBHIO. [leTell, CTapuKOB, KEHIIMH — BCeX.

— A eciu ol xé1? — HactanBai Oiech. — Eciii 310 KakOR-TO IIaH, YTOOBI BBIMAHUTE HAC U3
ykpoitus? [omymaii 06 sTom, Apuna.

— 4 mymaio o ToM, YTO BUjieNa, — TBEPIO OTBETUIA OHA. — O TeX CHax, KOTOpbIE MPEeCIeIyIoT
MeHS yke ceMHaaarh Houed. O MEPTBOM KHSIKHE, IpeAynpexaaei o rudem. O MeTke, KoTopast
MOSIBUJIACH HE TIPOCTO TaK. BC€ 3T0 HE MOXeT ObITh CITy9aliHOCTHIO.

Oriech OTKPBUT POT, YTOOB BO3PA3UTh, HO B TOT MOMEHT B Ky3HHUILYy BOEXKaJl 3albIXaBIIUNACS
MaJIbYUIIKA, CbIH CTAPOCTHI.

— Omnecp! — BBIKpUKHYIT OH. — OTelr 30BET Teds Ha tutomaas! Tam... Tam Hamwm emE tena! Ha
I0KHOI OKpauHe, Lesas ceMbst Ky3pMuHbIX !

Slpuna u BapBapa neperisiHymuch ¢ yxacoMm. Oliech ke nmooOseaHesN, HO COXpaHMI camoo0a-
JaHue.

— CKOJBbKO MX? — OTPBIBUCTO CITPOCHJI OH.

— [Iarepo, — OTBETMII MaJIbUMK, IpOKa OT cTpaxa. — Bee. .. Bce Kak OyaTo pa3opBaHbl HA YaCTH.
W cnenpl... cTpaHHbIe cie/ibl BOKPYT goMa. Kak Oy/nTo MHOTO JIofiei, HO. .. HelpaBUJIbHbIE KaK-To.

— OHH HACTYMAIOT C I0ra, — TUXO cKazaja SIpuHa. — IMeHHO TaM HaXOAUTCS CTapoe KJIaa0uIIie.
Bornan 611 TpaB — 3TO HAYAJIOCh.

Onecpk MomTua Hazien pyoaxy, B3sJT OMH M3 TOTOBBIX MeYeH M HAlPaBHUJICS K BBIXOAY.

— dl wny Ha TUTOImA Tk, — CKa3as oH. — Hy)kHO opraHn3oBaTh 0OOPOHY 10XKHOM CTOpPOHBL. BapBapa,
HaWM CBOETO OTIIA M APYTMX OXOTHUKOB. HaM moHamo0sTCs Bee Ty YHUKH.

— A Kak ke 3BaKyauusi? — BOCKJMKHYJa SIpuHa.

— Cuikom no3aHo, — MpadHo otBeTr1 Oseck. — Eci oHM yke Ha 105KHOM OKpauHe, TO Tiepe-
KpbUTH Jopory B 3apeube. EqMHCTBEHHBIN MyTh 0TX01a — Yyepe3 YEpHsIil Oop, a Tam. .. caMa 3Haelllb,
YTO TBOPUTCS C HACTYIUIEHUEM CyMEpeK.

OH O 11paB, u ApuHa 3170 NoHMMasia. Yepes jiec He MPOITH C IETbMH U CTAPUKAMH, OCOOEHHO
KOTJa ThMa MpoOyXkJaeT Bce IpeBHUE CUJTbI Oopa.

— Torma pa3zmaguM XOTs Obl aMyJIETHI, — CKa3ajia OHa, J0cTaBasi CBEPTOK. — Kaxaoi ceMbe 1o
OIHOMY.

— Xopolasi MbIC/b, — KMBHYJ Oiech. — BapBapa, rocsie Toro kak HaiIeIb OTIa, momMmoru Sipuxe
C aMyJIeTaMHU.

— Xoporto, — BapBapa Kpenko cxajia JIiyK, KOTOpbIid Bceraa Hocuia ¢ co0oi. — Bynb octoposkeH,
Onnece.

OH KMBHYJ ¥ BHIOEKAJ U3 Ky3HHUIIBI BMECTE C MAJIbUMIIIKOM.

SlpuHa pa3Bs3ana cBEPTOK. BHyTpH Jiexkann MajleHpKUe MEIIOYKU U3 KPACHOM TKaHW, OYEHb
MOXOKUE Ha TOT odeper, 4To Jana e MusocnaBa. Kaxaplii OblT MOMeYeH CTpaHHBIM CHMBOJIOM,
BBIIIUTHIM CEpeOPSIHON HUTHIO.

— Ckonbko ux? — cripocuia Bapapa.

SlpuHa ObICTpO MepecunTaia:

— Tpunuares cemb. B YcTHHOBO OKOJIO MATUAECATH JOMOB, TaK YTO Ha BCEX HE XBATHT.

— Pazmagum Tem, KTo KUBET OMKe K I0KHOM OKpauHe, — pemniiia Bapsapa. — OHu niepBbIMu
OKaKyTCsl Ha IyTU MEPTBELIOB.
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— Xoporast MbICIIb, — cornacuiach SlpuHa. — M Hy:)xHO HaiiTu MusocnaBy. MoxeT ObITh, OHA
3HAET KaK1e-TO 3aKJIMHAHUS, KOTOpbIE TIOMOTYT HaM.

Onu OBICTPO pas3eTII aMyJIeThI U BHIIIUTH U3 KY3HUIIBL. [lepeBHS yke He BHIIJIsIeNa CIIOKOM-
HOU — TIOBCIOAY Oeray JIoH, CIIbIIIATUCh KPUKH, TU1ad aeteir. HoBocTth 0 rubenu cembu Ky3bMUHBIX
pacrnpocTpaHmiIach ObICTPO, U TETEPh BCe TOHUMAJIU, YTO ONACHOCTb PeaibHa.

Bapsapa mobexana Kk oMy CBOETro OTIfa, a SIprHa HalpaBUIaCh K I0KHOUM OKpauHe, IJIe KUIN
camble OefiHbIe ceMbH JepeBHU. 1o mMyTH OHA BCTpEeTMIIa HECKOJIbKO 3HAKOMBIX, HO HUKTO HE OCTa-
HaBJIMBAJICSI IOTOBOPUTH — BCE CIIEIINIIN, OKaJIH, CJIOBHO 3arHAHHBIE 3BEPH.

[lepBeiil oM, K KOTOpOMY nojoiuia SIpuHa, NpuHaIexkan ctapoil AHguce, BIOBE ¢ Tpems
MaJIeHbKUMH BHYKaMH. [IBepb Oblla 3aKpbITa, OKHA 3aHABEIIEHbI. SIpuHa MocTyvana HECKOIbKO pas,
MIPE’kK/Ie YEM YCIIbIILIAIA OCTOPOKHBIE IIar!y.

— KT0 Tam? — cipocust UCIyraHHbIH roJI0C U3-3a JABEPU.

— 310 ApunHa, noub Mukysl. OTKpeiBaiiTe, TETKA AH(]HCA, S IPUHECTA 3aUTHBII aMyJieT.

JIBepb MPUOTKPBLIACH, M B b BBHINJISTHYJIO MOPIIMHUCTOE JIUIO cTapymku. E€ rnaza Obuu
KPAaCHBIMU OT CJIES.

— IlpaBaa 1 roBOpAT, YTO MEPTBELBI BCTAJIM U3 MOTHJI? — MpoulenTaia oHa. — YTO OHU UAyT
Ha Hac?

— IlpaBna, — yectHo orBetuina fApuHa. — Ho Ml Oynem 3ammiiarbesi. Bor, Bo3bMute 310. —
OHna npoTsHyJ1a OOUH U3 MEIIOYKOB. — [loBechTe Hall BXOIHOM ABEPbIO. DTO 3aMEJIUT UX, €CJIU OHU
MPUAYT.

AHuca TpACyIIUMUCS pyKaMu B3sljla aMyJIeT:

— Bnarocnosu 1e6s IlepyH, nepouka. Ho uto Ham aenats? BHyKHM MasieHbKUe, s cTapas. ..

— 3akpoiitech B JOMe, HE BHIXOJUTE JJO PACCBETA, YTO ObI HU CIIyYHMJIOCh, — HaKasania Spuna. —
W ecnu ycnplmumTe CTYK B IBEPb — HE OTKPbIBATE HUKOMY, KPOME JIIOJIEH, KOTOPBIX XOPOIIIO 3HAETE.

Crapyuika KMBHYJIA U 3aKpblia JBEpb. SIpuHa ciipliiaa, Kak OHa 3aBUTaeT TSKENbIA 3aCOB.

Crenyromupe nonyaca oHa XoAujia OT IoMa K JIOMy, pa3jiaBasi aMyJIeThl M [TOBTOPSIsS OHU U T
e HacTaByieHus1. Jlioay ObLIM HaITyraHbl, HO OJarofiapHsl 3a 3aMTy. MHOrHe CripaimBaim, OTKyAa
y He€ 311 oOeperu, u SIpuHa yecTHO OTBevasa, 4yTo Noyuyria ux ot bormgana, konaysa ¢ 6omor. K eé
YAVBJIEHUIO, HUKTO HE OTKa3aJcs OT IIOMOIIM, HECMOTPSI Ha 3JI0BELLYIO peryTaluio gapurens. B yac
OIACHOCTH TPEPaCCYIKU OTCTYMAIOT MEPe]] CTPaXoOM CMEPTH.

Korza Bce amyseTs ObuTH po3/1aHbl, SIprHa HapaBUiIach K EHTpY AepeBHU. COHIIE yKe Kaca-
JIOCh TOPU30HTA, OKpAIMBas HeOO B KPOBABO-KpACHbIE TOHA. BpeMeHM ocTaBanoch BCE MEHbIIIE.

Ha rnaBHo# mutonagu coOpanack Oonbiias Tonamna. CrapocTa, ceol Kpermkuil MyXK4rHa I10
umeHu TUXoH, CTOsUT Ha TIOMOCTE U OT/AaBal pacriopsikeHust. Psaom ¢ Hum 61 Onech, BOOPYKEHHBIH
MEYOM U TOIIOPOM.

— Bce My>k4rHBI OT IIECTHAALATH JJO HIECTUIECSTH JIET — K I0KHOM OKparHe! — TPOMKO rOBOPUII
crapocTta. — JKeHIMHBI, IETH ¥ CTApUKU — B OOJIBIION A0M coOpanuii! Tam Kperkue CTeHbI U TOIbKO
OJIVH BXOJI, €ro0 Jierdye OyeT 3alluinarh !

Jlionu 1mymenu, nepeduBaiu Ipyr Apyra, KTO-To TUIaKajl, KTO-To MOJWiIcs. B Bo3myxe Bucen
TSDKENBIN 3aMax crpaxa.

SIpyHa IPOTUCHYJIACh CKBO3b TOJITY K MOMOCTY.

— Onecs! — no3Basia oHa. — $1 paznana Bce amyJsieThl I0KHBIM JoMaM !

OH KMBHYII, HO BHIIISIZIENT 03200UEHHBIM:

— Xopomo. Ho 51 He yBepeH, UTO 3TOro xBaTuT. Pa3BeunKky JOKJIAIbIBAIOT, YTO CTPaHHbIE
(urypsl IBIKYTCSI CO CTOPOHBI Kiiaaouia. MHoro guryp.

— Ckomnbko?

— He meHbIlie cOTHH, — MpPaYHO OTBETWJI OH. — M 3TO TONBKO Te, KOro Bujae u. MoxeT ObITh
OorblIIIe.
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SlprHa movyBCTBOBAA, KaK XOJIOIOK Mpodesxal o cruHe. borgan npenynpexaan o ThicsJyax.
UYro, ecu 3TO TOJIBKO aBaHrapa?

— HyxHO roToBUTBCH K XYIIIEMY, — CKa3aja oHa. — YTo g Mory caenarb?

— Wnu B 1oM coOpaHuii, MoMorail OpraHu30BaTh KEHIIUH U AeTei, — orBeTun Oneck. — Ecim
MBI HE CAEPKUM MX Ha OKpauHe, TeOe MPUAETCS 3aIUIIATh TeX, KTO HE MOXET CPakaThCsl.

— 4 He BOMH, — HEYBEpEeHHO cKa3zaia fpuHa. — I He ymero cpaxarbcs.

— V¥ 1ebs ecthb 310, — Oniech KOCHYJICS €€ 3arsCThsl, /i€ MO PyKaBOM CKpbIBaJach METKa. —
Borman ckaza, 4to TBOM J1ap MOXeT BIUATh Ha MEPTBBIX ? Torma vicnonk3yii ero. Haiiau crnoco0.

— 51 naxe He 3HaI0, KaK 3TO padoTaer. ..

— BoisicHn, — TBEpIO ckazain oH. — [ToToMy 4TO, €cim BCE Tak IJI0XO, KaK Thl TOBOPUILIb, HAM
MOHAI00UTCs M0Oast MoMoIIb. [lake CBepXbeCTeCTBCHHAS.

C 3TMM CI0BaMM OH CIIPbITHYJI C [IOMOCTA M HayaJl OT/1aBaTh [IPUKa3bl TPyIMIie MyKYUH, BOOPY-
KEHHBIX BIJIAMH, TOIOPAMU U CaMOJIEJIbHBIMU KOMbSIMU.

SIpuHa crosiia B pactepsiHHOCTU. Kak rcrnosnb3oBath qap, KOTOporo He nonumMaenis ? Kak yrpas-
JIATH CUJIOW, O KOTOPOM 3Haelllb TOJIBKO MO pacckazam?

Ona pemmia HaTH MUJIOCTIaBy — MOKET OBbITh, CTapasi BeIbMa CMOXKET TOJICKa3aTh €l 4TO-TO.
[TpoGupasice uepes Tonmy, ApunHa 3ametnna BapBapy, pazaroniyio cTpesbl rpyrie JydHukoB. Cpenu
HUX ObUT 1 e€ oterl, Tumyp, JTyuIiuil OXOTHUK B OKpYTe.

— Bapsapa! — okimknysa eé dpuna. — Tel He Bujena MuocnaBy?

— Omna B cBOel n30€e, TOTOBUT KaKOe-TO 3eJibe, — OTBETHJIA TOJPYra, He OTPhIBAsICh OT CBOETO
3aHsATHsA. — CKazasia, 4To CKOpo npuaeTt. Thl pazaana Bce aMmysieTs?

— Jla, Bcem B 1oxHO# yacth. Kak tBO¥ oter;? 'oToB k 60107

BapBapa MpauHO ycMexHyJ1ach:

— OH 0OXOTUTCS Ha Me/IBellel ¢ IBeHaalaTH jeT. [OBOpUT, YTo MepTBElbl HE CTpalllHee Mejl-
Be/is-1IaTyHa. XOTs 1 HE YBEPEHa, YTO OH IpaB.

— 41 Toxe, — yecTHO ckazaiia SIpuHa. — Onech mocian MeHsl B IOM COOpaHuil, TOMOraTh C KeH-
nHaMu 1 aetbMu. Ho cHavana s xouy nmoroBoputh ¢ MUociaBoi 0 MOEM Jiape.

— Wmn, — kuBHyna Bapapa. — §1 ckopo Oyay Ha 10:KHOU OKpauHe ¢ JyyHukamu. [loctapaemcs
CIepXkaTh UX KaK MOKHO JIOJIbLIE.

Onu OOHsHCH, U SpuHa OBICTPBHIM IIArOM HarpaBuiIach K u36e Musocnasel. Bokpyr mapui
Xaoc — Jmoay Oeraiy, Kpruyaiiy, TalluId CBOU MOXUTKYU K oMy codpanuii. KTo-To miakai, KTo-To
MOJIWJICS], KTO-TO ITPOCTO CUJIEI C IyCThIM B3IJISIIOM, HE B CHJIaX TIOBEPUTH B IPOUCXOLSILEE.

N36a MusocnaBbl Ob1a OTKPBITA, BHYTPH TOpe SIpKHid oroHb. CTapyxa CKJIOHUJIACh HaJ1 OOb-
MM KOTJIOM, TIOMEIINBasi B HEM KaKYIO-TO >KUJIKOCTb JIEPEBSHHOM JIOKKOM. 3anax CTOsUl pe3KHid,
CTpPaHHBI}, OT HErO CJIE3UJINCH I71a3a.

— MunocnaBa! — mo3Bana fpuHa, BXoas B u30y.

— A, BepHyJach, — He 000paYMBasICh, CKazaia cTapyxa. — Hamuna xkongyna?

— Ia, u oH gan amysetsl 3amuThl. Ho 3T0r0 Masio. OH roBopui1 o Thicsiuax MEpTBELIOB, a y HAC
€/1Ba COTHS 3alllMTHUKOB.

— Bonbiie u He HazoO, — 3arajlouHO OTBETUIa MuitociaBa, pogoKas MOMEIINBATh 3€JIbe. —
He uncniom no6exaaior TbMy, a CBETOM.

— O 4ém TBI?

— O TBOEM Jape, KOHEYHO, — CTapyxa HaKoHeIl 00epHyJack. E€ rimasza crpanHo OriecTelu B Moy-
Mpake n30bl. — Bpara cHa He pocTo TUTYI. DTO CUIla, KOTOpask MOKET U3MEHUTh X0 COOBITHIA.

— Ho 4 He 3Ha10, KaKk UCIOJIb30BaTh €€, — C OTYasiHUEM cKasasia ApuHa. — bornan Hudero He
OOBSICHWII, TOJIBKO CKa3aJl, YTO HY)KHO MITU K KHs1310 CBATOMNONKY 3a oTBeTamu. Ho ceituac HeT Bpe-
MEHHM Ha IyTelecTBus!

MusocnaBa XMbIKHYJIA:
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— Koneuno, He 00bsicHu1. OH 1 caM He A0 KOHIIa ToHUMaeT. Bpara cHa — penkuii nap, moytu
3a0BITHIA B HAIIN JHHU.

— Tak 0OBsicHU Thl! — BOCKJIMKHY/A SIprHa. — ApmMusi MEPTBBIX YKe OJM3KO, a s CTOIO 3/1ECh,
He 3Has, 4TO AejaTh!

— He kpuum Ha crapyxy, — cepaurto ckazasia Musocnasa. — § momory teGe, HO CHaYasIa CKaxu:
YTO YyBCTBYET TBOSI METKa?

SlprHa mocMmoTpena Ha cBOE 3arsicThe. MeTka Oolibllie He Topesnia, Kak paHbie. Termepb oHa
MyJICUPOBAJIA, CJIOBHO OMJIACh B TAKT C €€ CepIIIEeM.

— OmHa... mynscupyer, — ckazaia SIpuna. — Kak 6ynro xuBasi.

— 9TO OTOMY, YTO I'paHb MEk/1y MUPaMU UCTOHYMIIACH JI0 ITpefesa, — KMBHy/a Muociasa. —
TBost MeTKa pearupyer Ha mprOJTIKeHNe MEPTBBIX. YeM Onnke OHU, TeM CUIIbHEe OyIeT MyJIbCarusl.
A korga oHM OyIyT COBCEM PsIIOM, Thl IOUYBCTBYEIIIb MX MPUCYTCTBUE TAK ke SICHO, KaK YyBCTBYeIllb
MOE ceituac.

— U 4to MHe aenatb ¢ 3TuM?

— Vcnone3oBark, — MPOCTO OTBETUJIA CTapyxa. — Bpara cHa MOTYT He TOJIBKO BUAETh MEPTBBIX,
HO ¥ TOBOPUTH C HUMH. YTIPaBJISTh UMH, B KaKOU-TO cTeneHu. He Tak, Kak HEKPOMaHT — rpyOoit
CWJION Y TEMHBIMU 3aKJIMHAHUSIMU. A yepe3 NOHMMaHUE, Yepe3 CBA3b C UX CYIIHOCTHIO.

— 41 He noHuMaro, — NMokayvasa rojaoBoi SIpuHa.

MusocnaBa B310XHYJIA:

— MeprBelnbl, mogHATEHIE MpakoOOpOM, He TIOTHOCTBIO TIOAYMHEHBI ero Bosie. YacTh ux Iy,
MX UCTUHHOH CYIIIHOCTH, BCE elI€ IOMHUT, KEM OHM ObLITU MPH KU3HU. V1 THI MOXelb 00paTUThCS K
atoii yactu. HamoMHuTh 1M, KTO OHM. [IpoOyauTh MX OT MOpOKa CMEpPTH.

— W kak MHe 310 caenarn?

— Yepes KpoBb, — MuiociiaBa B3sijla CO CTOJIa MaJIeHbKHIA cepeOpsiHbIi HOX. — KpoBb — HOCH-
TeJIb IIAMSITH, HOCUTENb CyITHOCTU. TBOSI KPOBb, CMEIIaHHAsI C ONPEAEIEHHBIMU TPaBaMH U IPOU3-
HECEHHAsI C TPABUJIBHBIMU CIIOBAMH, MOKET CO31aTh MOCT MEkK/1y TOOOW M HUMH.

Ona npotsaHyna HOX Spune:

— Korna npunér Bpems, korga oHu OyayT coBceM OM3KO, cAenail Hajpe3 Ha JaaoHu. [Ipous-
HecH 3TH clioBa: «KpoBbio KMBOW B3bIBaIO K TaMATH MEPTBBIX. Bermomuute, kem Bbl ObuTH. Benom-
HUTE CBET, KOTOPBI HOCWIIM B ceOe». M 3aTeM BBHIITyCTH CBOIO KPOBb Ha 3€MITIO.

— U 310... cpabotaeT? — HeAOBEPUMBO cripocuiia ApuHa.

— He 3Haw, — yectHO oTBeTWIIa cTapyxa. — Kaxaple Bpara cHa yHMKaJbHBI. BO3MOXHO, ThI
CMO3KeIllb 0CBOOOUTH HECKOJILKUX MEPTBEIIOB OT Boit MpakoOopa. Bo3MokHO, BceX. A BOBMOKHO,
HUYEro He npou3oiaeT. Ho momneitTatecs CTOUT.

Slprna B3s1a HOX. OH ObUT HEOXKUJAHHO TSIKEIBIM JUISI CBOETO pa3Mepa, C PYKOATBIO U3 U€p-
HOT'O JIepeBa U CTPaHHBIMUA CMBOJIAMH, BBIIPAaBUPOBAHHBIMU HA JIE3BUU.

— DT0 OpeBHee opyxkue, — ckazaia MusocnaBa. — OHO npuHaiexano apyrum Bparam cHa,
MHOTI'O BEKOB Ha3ajl. fI XpaHuia ero jajsl TaKoro JHs.

— Tel 3HaMa, yTO 51 — Bpara cHa? — ynuBmiach dpuna. — EmeE 1o Toro, kak nosiBujach MeTka?

— 41 momo3peBasia, — yKJIOHYMBO OTBETWIIA cTapyxa. — B TeGe Bceraa ObUIO YTO-TO... OCOOEH-
Hoe. CrocoOHOCTh BUIETh TO, YETO HE BUAAT Apyrue. UyBCTBOBATh TO, YTO CKPBITO. A Tereph UM,
BpeMeHU MaJio. $1 3aKOHUY C 3e/IbeM U MPHCOEANHIOCH K BaM B JJOMe COOpaHUil.

SlpuHa cripsiTaga HOX 3a MOSICOM M BhIILIA U3 M30bl. COJTHIIE TIOYTH CEJIo, JUTMHHBIE TeHU MPO-
TSAHYJIMCh TI0 YJIMIIaM JI€pEBHU. B BO3yXe BUCEIO CTpaHHOE HallpsiKEeHHe, CJIOBHO Mepe]] Po30ii, HO
HeO0O ObLJIO YMCTHIM, TOJIBKO 9T TPEBOXHBIE KpacHble oTOnecku [lenenpHol 3apy.

JloM coOpaHuii HaXOOWICsS B IIEHTPE JEPEBHU — OOJBIIOE JEPEBSHHOE 37aHKe, Tle OOBIYHO
MIPOBOIMIINCH TIPA3IHUKHU, COOpaHMs CTapedIvH u cyapl. Ceiyac K HEMy CTEKaIUCh KEHIMHBI C
JeThbMH, CTAPUKH, BCE Te, KTO He MOT cpaxaTbcsi. OHM HECIIM C COOOM Y3JTbI C €10, ONICK A0, CaMbIM
HEOOXOIUMBIM — CJIOBHO TOTOBHJIMCH HE K OTHOM HOUM OOOPOHBHI, a K J0JITOH ocajie.
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BuyTpu goma ObUI0 TECHO U IITyMHO. JleTH IJTaKaiu, KEeHIIUHBI MHITAIUCh YCIIOKOUTh UX, CTa-
PUMKU CUAEIM C MPAYHbIMU JIMLIAMHU, HEKOTOPbIE MOJIMJIMCh. Y BXO/la CTOSUIM HECKOJIBKO MOJIOIBIX
MYKYHH C OPYKHEM — Te€, KOTO OCTABIJIH JUIsI 3aIUThI JOMa COOpPaHUIA.

SlpriHa HaILIa CBOIO MaTh CPe/iv JKeHIIMH, TOTOBUBIIIMX MOBSI3KU JIJIs1 paHeHbIX. Mapda, Kper-
Kasl KEHIIMHA C TIPEXAEBPEMEHHO TOCEIEBIIMMH BOJIOCAMH, MOTYa OOHSIA J10Yb.

— $1 cnplmana, TH XOQMJIa K KOJIIYHY, — TUXO CKa3aia oHa. — M 4To oH ckazan tede?

— Yro HagBuraercs Ooinbiasi 6eaa, — yecTHo otBeTmia SlpunHa. — Ho Mbl Oyaem cpakatbesl.
Bwmecre.

Mapa nocmorpesna Ha 10Yb JOITMM B3[JISLIOM:

— Tel u3MeHnack 3a 310T JAeHb. CI0BHO MOB3pOCIIENa Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET.

— Tak u ectb, — HEBecesio ycMexHysnach Apuna. — ['ne oren?

— C npyruMu My>KUYMHaAMH, Ha 10)KHOM OoKparHe. OHU CTPOST OappHKabl, TOTOBATCS K 0OI0.

Slpuna xuBHyna. E€ ortelr, Mukysa, ObIT Ky3HEIIOM JIO TOTO, KaK CJIOMaJl pyKy TpY Tofia Ha3a/l.
Ternepb OH 3aHUMAJICSI XO3AWCTBOM M OXOTOM, HO BCE €€ OCTABAJICS CUJIBHBIM MYXUYHHOM, CIIOCO0-
HBIM TIOCTOSITh 32 Ce0s1 ¥ IPYTHX.

— 4 nomxHa ObITH TaM, — ckazana Apuna. — C HUMH.

— Her! — Mapda cxBaruna e€ 3a pyky. — TBo€ mMecTo 31ech, ¢ Hamu. Thl He BOUH, SIpuHa.

— 41 — Bpara cHa, — TBEpIO CKa3ayia AeByliKa. — Ml y MeHs eCTb ClIOCOOHOCTh, KOTOpast MOXET
MOMOYb. Sl HEe MOTy IIPSITaThCsl, KOTJIa IPYrue CpaxaioTcs.

Mapda nodnennena:

— Bpara cna? Tak BOT 4TO 3Ha4atT TBOU KOIIMAphI. .. boru, Heyxesm nmpuiuio Bpems?

— Tl 3HAaCITH 00 3TOM? — yaUBIIAch SprHa.

— TonbKo JiereHibl, KOTOpble paccKasbiBasia MHE Mosi 0abka, — oTBeTHIa MaTh. — O Tex, KTO
MOJET BUJIETh 32 TpaHb. O TeX, KTO CTOUT MeX/Iy MUPOM KUBBIX 1 MUPOM MEPTBHIX. Ho 51 HHKOTIA
HE yMaJia... HUKOTJa He MpeJroaraia, 9To Most COOCTBeHHAs JI0Ub. ..

— 4 Toxe He 3HaNa, — MATKO cKkazaia Spuna. — Ho tenepp s JOKHA MCIIONIB30BaTh 3TOT J1ap.
s 3ammThl BCEX Hac.

Mapda nonro cMotpesna Ha 104b, 3aTEM MEIJIEHHO KUBHYJIA:

— Wmu. Ho 6yap octopoxHa. I Bo3bMH 3TO.

OHa cHsa ¢ e HeOOJTBIION MeJaIbOH B (DOpPME COJHIIA.

— DTO0 nepesaBaloch B HAIllE CEMbE IO KEHCKOW JIMHUM, OT MaTepu K Jo4yepu. [ oBopsAT, oH
3allMINAET OT TEMHBIX CWJI. HocH ero psaoMm ¢ cepauem.

SlpuHa mpuHsIa MeAaTboH ¢ OJaroflapHOCTHI0 M TIOBECHJIA €ro Ha INel0 psaoM ¢ 00eperom
Munocnassl. [IBa amysiera, TEMJIbIE HA OLLYTIb, CJIOBHO KUBBIE, TPUIBHYJIM K €€ KOKE.

— 51 BepHych, — mooOe1ana oHa, OOHUMAs MaTb.

— 4 3nHa10, — mpomenTana Mapda, Kpenko nprwxumast 1oub K cede. — Thl cHIIbHEE, YeM ayMa-
emb. Beeryia Obia.

C 3TiIMU cIOBaMU OHa OTITYCTHIIA SIpUHY 1 BEpHYJIach K CBOel padoTe C MOBSI3KAMHM, YK PAAKOM
BBITHpAs CIIE3BI.

Slpuna BeIILTa M3 goMa coOpanuil. HebOo yxke moTremHeno, mepBble 3BE3/bl MOKA3AINCh HA
BOCTOKE. A Ha Iore, HaJ| KJIaI0UIIIeM, BUCEJIO CTPAHHOE 3eJICHOBATOE CBEUEHHE, IT0X0Xkee Ha OOIOTHBIE
orau. OTTy/a e JOHOCUJIMCH 3BYKH — HE TO CTOHBI, HE TO BOU, TUXHE, HO MPOOUPAIOIINE IO KOCTEH.

JleBymika OBICTPHIM IIIATOM HANpaBWIACh K I0KHOW OKpawHe. [lo TyTH el BCTpeTHIIUCH
HECKOJIBKO MYXXUHH, TAIMBIIUX TeJIery ¢ OOUYKaMHU.

— Yto B 60uKax? — Cripocuiia oHa.

— CmMmorma, — KOpOTKO OTBETWJI ofiMH U3 HUX. — [lo npukasy Onecsa. Eciu nogxkeus, Xopoiio
roput. MoxeT, OroHb OCTAHOBUT MEPTBEIIOB.
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SlpuHa KMBHYJA ¥ TPOJOJIKUIIA IMyTh. Mnest Obljla HEIIOXOW — MHOTHE JIET€H b TOBOPWIIU, UTO
HEXUTh OouTcst orHs. Ho XBaTuT i cMosibl? XBaTUT JIM OTHS TIPOTUB apMUM, KOTOpasi HE 3HAET HU
cTpaxa, HU 60mH?

IO:xHas okpanHa JepeBHM NpeBpaTuiach B UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHYIO KpernocTb. MyX4YMHBI CBa-
JIUJIA TeJierd, OOUKHU, CTBOJIBI JEPEBbEB, CO3/1aB HEUTO BpOie OAPPUKAIbI MOTIEPEK TIIABHOM JOPOTH.
3a 3TUM yKperUIleHueM CTOsUTA JTyYHUKH, BKIIouast Bapeapy u e€ otma. [lepen 6appukaioii, Ha pac-
CTOSTHUM OPOCKa KOTIbs1, ObLIM BBIPHITHI HECKOJIBKO SIM, HAKPBHITBIX TOHKMMH BETKAMH M MPUCHINTAHHBIX
3eMJIEN — MPUMUTUBHbIE JIOBYIIKY JIJ1s1 HACTYIAIOLLETO Bpara.

Onecp pyKOBOIMII BCEMHU MPUTOTOBJIEHUSAMH. OH CTOSIT Ha BEpIIMHE OApPUKaIbl, OTIABAS TIPU-
Kasbl. B crymanommxcs cymepkax ero (purypa Ka3ajuach BbIPE3aHHOM U3 KaMH$ — CUJIbHAS, HAJEX-
Has1, HecruOaemas.

Slpuna npobpanack uepe3 psiibl 3AIIUTHUKOB K Oappukane. Onech 3aMeTul €€ U CIPBIrHYT
BHU3, MOJIOMIENT OBICTPHIM IIIATOM.

— Tol momxHa OBITH B IOMe COOpaHUIA, — CKa3aJl OH C YITPEKOM.

— 4 HyxHa 31€ech, — TBEpIO oTBeTUIA SpuHa. — MusociaBa 0ObsICHIIA MHE, KaK UCTIONb30BaTh
Mol aap. Ho 1yist aToro s momkHa ObITh OJIM3KO K... HUM.

Onech HaXMypUJICS:

— 310 omacHo. MbI ake He 3HaeM, cpabOTaeT i TBOM J1ap.

— A ectb BbIOOp? — cripocriia oHa. — Hac MeHbIlle COTHM TPOTUB apMUU MEPTBBIX. HaM HyKHO
mo0Goe MPerMYIIEeCTBO, JI0Oast MoMoIlb. [laxke CBEpXbeCTeCTBEHHAsI, KaK Thl CaM CKa3aJl.

OH 107170 CMOTpEIT Ha He€, 3aTeM HEXOTSl KUBHYIL:

— Xopomo. Ho eI Oynenib aepkarbes 3a OapprKagoi, psaoM co MHOM. W ripu nepBbIX Mpu-
3HaKaX OMAaCHOCTH sl OTIIPABIIO TeOs B JOM COOpPAaHMIA, XOUeIllb Thl TOTO WU HET.

— JloroBopuiuck, — cornacuiach JpunHa. — Yto Tam? — OHa KMBHY/Ia B CTOPOHY KJIaaOUIIIa,
OTKY/la Telepb SIBCTBEHHO JOHOCWJIMCh CTPAHHBIE 3BYKU U YCUJIMBLIEECS 3€JIEHOBATOE CBEUYEHHUE.

— He 3nHato, — mpauyno ckazan Onecb. — PazBeguuku He BepHynuch. [locneqHuii, KOro Mel
BUJIENIN, KPUYAJI O COTHSIX MEPTBEIIOB, MOIHIUMAIOMMXCS U3 MOTUI. [I0TOM ObLIT KPUK. .. ¥ THILIMHA.

Slpuna B3aporHyaa. MeTKa Ha 3arsCcTbe My/TbCUPOBaa BCE CUIIbHEE, MOYTH OO0JIe3HEHHO.

— OHu O1u3KO, — MpOIIeNTaNa OHa. — $1 YyBCTBYIO UX.

Kak o komanje, Bce 3BykM cTUXJIU. [Jaxxe cBepuku B Tpase 3amomyaiu. Han nepeBHeii nosucna
Takasi TULIMHA, YTO CTaJIO CJIBIIIHO JbIXaHUE JIIOJEH, CTOSAIIMX PAJIOM, CTYK UX Cepiel], CKpHIT KOoxKa-
HBIX JOCIIEXOB.

A TIOTOM M3 TEMHOTHI JOHECCS 3BYK I1aroB. MHoro maros. COTHH I11aroB, HEPOBHBIX, IIAPKa-
IOIIUX, HO HACTOMYMBBIX. M CTOH, HU3KUIA, TPOTSIKHBIM, CIIOBHO CaM BO3yX CTEHAJT OT OOJIH.

— Bor u onu, — npomwenran Onech, ckUMas pyKosiTb Meva. — [IpuroroButbcsi! — KpUkHyJI OH
IpOMYE, U ITOT KPUK IXOM Pa3HECCH MO psAAaM 3aIUTHUKOB.

3axmuch (pakesibl, OCBETUB JIMLA JIIOJIEH — HAINpsDKEHHBIE, UCITyTaHHbIE, HO PELIUTE/IbHbIE.
Kaxpiii moHMMaJ, 4yTo Ha KOHY CTOSIT )KMU3HH X OJIM3KHX, UX J0Ma, BCS UX JIEPEBHSI.

U torpa onm nosiBuivich. CHavyaa TeHU Ha IOpOre, OTOM Oosiee OTYETINBbIE (PUTYPBI, BBIXO-
AsIIMe U3 TEMHOTHI B KPYT' cBeTa OT (pakesnoB. MepTBelpsl, 1eCATKH, COTHU MepTBeloB. Hekotopbie
CBEKHE, C el y3HaBaeMbIMU JIMLIAMM, APYrUe — MOJYUCTIEBIINE, C IPOBAIMBIIMMUCS HOCAMU U
IIEKaMH, C OCKJICHHBIMHM B BEUHOH ycMelike 3y0amu. VX riia3a CBETHIIMCh TEM CaMbIM 3eJIeHOBa-
TBHIM CBETOM, KOTOPBI BUIEIH Haf KiaaaoumeM. OHH ABUTAIUCH HEYKJTIOKe, HO HACTOWYMBO, CJIOBHO
MapUOHETKH, yIpaBJisieMble HEBUAUMBIMU HUTSIMU.

— Marepb 60Xbs1, — BBIJOXHYJ KTO-TO M3 3AlUTHUKOB. — VIX TaK MHOTO. ..

— Crosars! — psaBkHyn Oneck. — HukTo He orcrynaer! JIydHUKH, TOTOBBTECH !

BapgBapa u npyrue Ty4HUKY HATSHYJIM TETUBY, LEJSCh B TpUOIMKaoIyocs opay. Ho mpexnae
YeM OHM YCIIEJIU BBIITYCTUTh CTPEJIbl, IIPOU30IILIO HEUTO CTpaHHOE. MepTBelibl OCTAaHOBUJIUCH, BCE Kak
OJIVH, B HECKOJIbKMX JIECATKAX IIaroB OT OAppUKajbl. A MOTOM pacCTyNUIMCh, 0OPa30BaB MPOXOLI.
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W B 3TOT mpoX0p BHIIIET YeJOBEK — BHICOKUH, XYI0H, B [UIMHHOM YE€PHOM OJIESTHIHU C KaIToIIO-
HOM, CKPBIBAIOIIMM JIMIO. B pyKe OH iepXkaJt ocox C 3eJIeHOBATHIM KAMHEM Ha KOHIIE, U3]TyYaloliM
TOT CaMBIl CBET, UTO TOpeJ B I71a3aX MEPTBEIIOB.

— Mpaxkobop, — porienTaia SIpuHa, 4yBCTBYsI, KAK METKa Ha €€ 3arsiCThe CIIOBHO PacKasIsieTcst
noGena.

durypa B 4€pHOM NOIHSIA CBOOOAHYIO PYKY B IPUBETCTBEHHOM JKECTe:

— XKutenu YcTuHOBO! — rosioc ObUT NTyOOKUM, MEJIOAWMYHBIM, TTOYTH THITHOTU3UPYIOIUM. — 5
NpUIIENT HE KaK Bpar, a Kak ocBodoauTesb! Kak BeCTHUK HOBOW 3pbl, T/ie CMEPTh MOTEPSIET CBOIO
BJIACTh HAJl JTIOIbMU !

— Yero Th1 X0uelib? — KpUKHYJ1 OJiech, BHICTyNast BIEPEN. — 3aueM MPUIIIET B HAIILy JEpPEeBHIO?

— 41 umy Bpara cna, — npocro orBetrnn MpakoOop. — Toro, KTo HOCUT METKY NepeKpecThs
mMupoB. OTnaiiTe MHE 9TOrO YeJI0BeKa, U Balla AepeBHs OyzaeT nomaxeHa. ConpoTUBISHTECh — M MOH
CJIyTH CPaBHSIIOT YCTUHOBO C 3eMJIEH.

Bce B3msap oOpatuiuck K SIpune. OHa cTosiia, napajn30BaHHasI CTPAXOM M OCO3HaHHEM TOTO,
YTO BCS 3Ta apMaja MpUIUIA 32 Hel. 3a Hell OfIHOW.

— 3auem Tebe Bpara cHa? — cripocui Osiech, BITAsCh BBIMTPATh BPEMSI.

— D710 He TBOs 3200Ta, Ky3Hell, — XOJIOAHO oTBeTHI1 Mpakooop. — Ho eciu Tebe Tak mHTEpEeCHO
— MHE Hy’XKHa KpoBb Bpar cHa, 4ToOBI 3aBepIIUTh puTyas. UTOObI MOJIHOCTHIO CTEPETh TPaHb MEKIY
MHUPOM KHMBBIX 1 MEPOM MEPTBBIX. UTOOBI CMepTh OOJIbIIIE HE pa3ilyydaia Hac C TEMHU, KOTO MbI JTIOOMM.

B ero ronoce npo3Byuasia Takast UCKpeHHsis1 00J1b, 4TO SprHa HEBOJIBHO MOBEpHIIA — STOT Yesio-
BEK JISVCTBUTEIBHO MOTEPSUT KOTO-TO OJIM3KOT0, KOro-To, €3 KOro He MOT HTh. U Tenepb ObUI rOTOB
HAPYIIUTh BCE 3aKOHBI IIPUPOJIBI, YUTOOB BEPHYTh YTPAYCHHOE.

— M1 He oTaaaM Tebe HUKOTO M3 HaIluX, — TBEPAO ckazan Oiech. — YX0/u, MmoKa ren!

Mpaxo6op B3JOXHYJI, U Jake TOJ KAIOIIOHOM ObLJIO BUJHO, KaK OH KayaeT TOJI0BOM:

— XKau. S Hapesnca pemmth 310 MUpHO. — OH MOTHST MOcox. — [la Oyaer Tak. B3ath ux!

INo ero komaHze MepTBElbl CHOBA ABUHYJIUCH BIIEPEN, TeTieph ObICTpee, CIOBHO UX MOATOHSIIA
HeBuAMMasi cuia. VIX CTOHBI CIIMJIMCH B OIMH YKACAIOLIUIA BOM, OT KOTOPOTO CThUIA KPOBb B JKUJIAX.

— Oronb! — 3akpuyan Onech, ¥ JIyYHUKHU BBITYCTHIIY MEPBbIH 3aJI CTPE.

MHorwe cTpesibl HallUT CBOY 11eJ11, BOH3WIKCh B Tesla MepTBenoB. Ho Te jpaxke He 3amMeasiim
IIar — IPOCTO MPOIOIKATM UIITH, TEeNepb C TOPYAIIIMMU U3 UX TeJ CTPeIaMHu.

— OHu He 4yBCTBYIOT 00/MM! — KPUKHYJI KTO-TO B MaHKUKe. — Kak MbI MOkeM OOpOThCS C TEMH,
KTO He OGoutcs paH?

— Orons! — ckomanoBan Onech, 1 HECKOIBKO MYKUMH OpOCHIIN ropsitime (akesbl B O0UKH CO
CMOJIOH, paccTaBjIeHHbIE Tiepes; OapprKaJoil.

CmMorna BCIBIXHYNA, CO3/1aBasi CTEHy TUIaMEeHW MEeXy 3alllMTHUKaMK U MepTBenamu. Hekoto-
pble U3 HEMEPTBBIX, MOIIAB B OTOHb, 3aTOPEJIMCh KaK (hakesibl, HO MPOAOIKAIM UITH, PACTIPOCTPAHSIS
BOKpYT ce0s1 3armax ropesyion 1ioTy.

[NepBble U3 HUX TOCTUTIHN SIM-JIOBYIIIEK ¥ TPOBAJIHIIMCH, HO OCTAJIbHBIE ITPOCTO MEpeliaruBaIm
Yyepe3 CBOMX YIABIIKMX TOBAPUILEH, MPOAOIIKAsk HEYMOJIMMOE JBIKEHHE K OappHKaje.

SlpuHa MoHsIa, YTO OOBIYHBIM OPYKHMEM UX HEe OCTaHOBUTH. HyXHO 4TO-TO IIpyroe, 4ro-To,
cBsi3aHHOe ¢ e€ mapom. OHa BHITAIIMIA CepeOPSHBIN HOX, KOTOPBIN fana el Mutociasa.

— Yro Thl Aenaeis? — KpukHysn Oneck, 3aMETUB HOX B €€ pYyKe.

— To, uTo nOMKHA, — OTBETMIIA OHA. — 3AIIMINAIO0 JEPEBHIO.

Omna npoBeJia Jie3BUeM TI0 JIAJOHH, TOMOPIIMBIIKCH OT O6omu. KpoBb, TEMHasi B cBeTe Mokapa,
BBICTYIIIJIA HA KOXe. SIpuHa 3aKpbljia 11a3a, cCoCpeoTaunBasiCh Ha My/IbCAIIA METKH, Ha OIIyIICHUH
OM30CTH MEPTBBIX.

— KpoBblo 1BOI1 B3bIBAIO K MAMSTH MEPTBBIX, — [IPOM3HEC]IA OHA 'POMKO, YETKO, YYBCTBYSI, KAK
KaKJI0€ CJIOBO OT3bIBAETCSI BHYTPH He€ CTpaHHOW CHJIOW. — BermomHuTe, KeM BbI ObLH. BeromuuTe
CBET, KOTOPbII HOCKJIU B cebe.
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Ona npoTsiHyaa pyKy Hall OappuKaloi, MO3BOMsis KPOBHM Kamarh Ha 3emumo. Kaxnas karuis,
najas, CJIOBHO BCIIBIXMBAJIa MAJIEHBKAM KPACHBIM OTOHBKOM, KOTOPBIH TYT e rac. Ho 4uro-To MeHs-
JIOCh B BO3/yX€ — CJIOBHO HEBUJIMMbIE HUTH, CBSI3BIBAIOIINE €€ C MEPTBEIlaMH, CTAHOBUJIUCH KperrJe,
OTUETIUBEE.

Mpaxo06op, CTOSIBIIMI 103211 CBOEH apMUH, BAPYT TOJHSII TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO MOYYSUT YTO-TO:

— Her! — 3akpuyai on. — Croiite! D10 JioByIKa!

Ho 6b110 o31H0. KpoBb SIpuHbI, cMemaBivch ¢ 3eMyIéid YCTHHOBO, co3/1aia HeuTo OoJibliiee,
yeM rpocToe usndeckoe coequHerre. OHa co3aana MOCT MEXIY KMBOHM JEBYIIKOM U TEMH, KTO
ObLT HACWJIBHO BBIPBAH U3 CBOETO MOKOS.

Bmkaiiime MepTBelbl 3aMeIJTHITH 1I1ar, 3aTeM OCTAaHOBWJIMCH. 3€JICHOBATOE CBEUEHUE B X
r71a3ax MepUaio, CIOBHO OOPSCH ¢ YEM-TO HOBBIM, KPACHOBATBIM OTOJIECKOM, TMOSIBUBLIMMCS B TJTy-
OMHE UX ITIA3HMII.

— BcriomHute, — cCHOBa npou3Hecna ApuHa, 4yBCTBYs, Kak CWJIA TEYET yepe3 Hee, uepe3 ee
KpPOBb, €€ cjoBa. — BcriomHute, KTO Bbi!

W onn Bcnomanmm. OnuH 3a ApyruM, MEpTBelbl Ha4ail OCTaHaBIMBaThesl. HekoTopeie omyc-
KaJIMCh Ha KOJIEHH, IPyrHe MPOCTO CTOSUIH, TSI/ HA CBOM PYKH, CIOBHO BIEPBbIE BUIS UX. 3€JIEeHO-
BaTOE CBEYCHHUE B UX IIa3aX CMEHMJIOCh KPACHOBATHIM, 3aT€M MSITKAM 30JI0TUCTHIM.

Mpaxo06op B IpOCTH MOAHSIT IIOCOX, HAIIPABJIsis ero Ha SpuHy:

— Tb1 He cMoxelb 3a0paTh UX BeeX, Bpara cHa! Most Bosist cuiibHee TBOe !

SIpkuil 3eN€HBIN JTy4y BBIPBAJICS U3 KAMHS Ha MOCOXe U ycrpeMuiics K jaeByuike. Ho npexne,
YeM OH JOCTHT IIeJIY, IIPOU30IIUIO HeUTO yAuBUTeNbHOe. OMH U3 MEPTBEIOB, BHICOKMI MY)KYMHA B
OCTaTKax BOEHHOM (hOPMBI, BCTAT MEeXy SIprHOM 1 TydoM, MpUHSB yaap Ha ceOsi. Ero Teso Bembix-
HYJIO 3€JIEHBIM TUIAMEHEM, HO TPEX/Ie, YeM PacChINaThCs MpaxoM, OH MOBEPHYJI ToIOBY K Apune. U
OHa C y’KacoM y3Hajla B HEM CBOETO Jie[la, yMEpILEro MHOI'O JIET Ha3a/l.

— Cnacu60, BHYYKa, — IPOLIETNITAIN ero ryObl, Mpex/e YeM IIaMsi IOMJIOTHIIO €rO MOJTHOCTHIO.

Dt0 3penuiie CcI0BHO npuaano fApuHe HOBBIX cwil. OHA MOAHSUIA OKPOBABJIEHHYIO DPYKY,
HarpaBJisisi e€ Ha MpakoOopa:

— Tbl HEe uMeelb BiIaCTH 37ech! — KpUKHYJa OHa. — He Haz1 9T0i 3eMIIEN, He Hal STUMU JIIOIbMH,
naxxe MEpTBhIMU! Yxomu!

Mpako6op MOKa4HYJICS, CIIOBHO OT (PU3NYECKOro yaapa. KaroIoH yna ¢ ero rojoBbl, 0OHa-
KUB JIMIO — OJieqHOe, U3MOKIEHHOE, C TIIYOOKMMH TEHSIMU IO TJIa3aMU M OeCTOpsiIOUHO Topya-
MU cebIMU Bostocamu. Ho 11aza... ero mia3a ObUIM TOJMHBI TakOW OOJH, TAKOTO OTYasHUSA, YTO
SlprHa MOYTH MOCOYYBCTBOBAJIA EMY.

— Tsl He TOHUMaeETITh, — MPOIIENTAN OH. — {] enao 310 pany ooBu. Pany He€. ..

— Jlio60Bb He TpedyeT KepTB OT HEBUHHBIX, — TBEPAO cKazaia ApuHa. — JIloO0Bb He TOPOXKIAET
cTpax u cMepTb. To, UTO ThI AeNaelb — He JII0OOBb. DTO ONEPKUMOCTb.

Mpako6op 3acKkpesxeran 3ydamu OT sIpOCTH:

— Tsl HMUETO HE 3Haelllb O HACTOSIIEH JII0OBH, 1eBuoHKa! Huyero o motepe, o mycrote, Kotopast
ocTa€rcs, Koraa JIoOUMbIi yesoBek yxonut! Ho Tel y3Haelb. .. 0, Tl y3Haellb. . .

OH cHOBa MOAHSIT MOCOX, HO HA 3TOT pa3 HaNpaBWII ero He Ha SIpuHy, a Ha Onecs, KOTOPHIi
CTOSLT PSIJIOM C HEW:

— Ilyctb TBOE cepmrie Toxke mo3HaeT 0ob moTepu!

3enEHBIN JTyd BRIPBAJICA U3 TIocoxa U ycrpemuiics K Oneco. SpuHa, He 3aaymMbIBasich, OpocH-
Jach BIEPEN, MBITASCh OTTOJNKHYTH ero ¢ mytu jyda. Ho Oneck Obl1 ObICTpee — OH mepexBaTuil ee,
TOJIKHYJI B CTOPOHY Y BCTPETHJI JIyd CBOUM MEUOM.

[Mpousomniia sipkast Benbimka. Med Ornecsi, BBIKOBAHHBIH €10 COOCTBEHHBIMHU PyKaMU U3 METEO-
PUTHOTO 3KeJie3a, OTPa3miI OOJBIIYIO YaCTh SHEPTHHU JIyuya, HalPaBHB € 00paTHO K UCTOUHHKY. Mpa-
KOOOp He ycres yBepHYThCS — 3eJIEHOE TUIaMsl OXBATUIIO €ro PyKy, Aepikariyio nmocox. OH 3akpuya
oT 00JM, BBIPOHWJI ITOCOX U OTCTYIWII, TIPHKMMast 000K KEHHYI0 KOHEYHOCTD K TPY/IH.
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— 3TO He KOHell, — polunes oH. — 51 BepHych. U B ciienytommii pa3 BO3bMYy TO, YTO MHE HYKHO.

C 3TUMU CJIOBaMU OH TIOBEPHYJICSI U OBICTPBIM IIIarOM CKPBUICS B TEMHOTE. MepTBelbl, OCBO-
OO’KJIEHHBIE OT €r0 KOHTPOJISI, OCTAJIMCh CTOSITh B pacTepssHHOCTH. HekoTopble U3 HUX Havyasl Me-
JIEHHO OITyCKaThCsl Ha 3eMJTI0, CJIOBHO MapHOHETKH ¢ 00pe3aHHbBIMU HUTSAMU. [{pyrie moBepHYIUCH 1
noOpesy Mpoyb, B CTOPOHY KJIAA0UIIA, CJIOBHO MHCTUHKTUBHO 3Hasl, YTO UX MECTO TaM.

3alMTHUKY IEPEBHU CTOSUIM B OLIETIOMJIEHHOM MoT4aHuK. HUKTO He 0:xuaai Takoro ucxosaa.
HuKTO HE MOT MOBEPUTDH, UTO OHU JEUCTBUTEILHO OTOMIIUCH OT APMUU MEPTBBIX.

— Mpl... noGenunmn? — HeyBEpeHHO CIIPOCHII KTO-TO.

— Her, — nokayvasa rosiooit SIpuna. — 1o Tonbko Havasno. OH BepuéTcs. U B cienylomuii pa3
Oy/ieT TOTOB K MoeMy Japy.

— Ho mbI To)e OyneM rotoBsl, — TBEPAO ckazan Oliech, BIOKUB MeU B HOXHBI. — Terneps Mbl
3HaeM, 4TO MX MOKHO OCTaHOBUTb. braronaps Tebe.

OH nocMoTpen Ha SIpuHy ¢ HOBBIM YBaKeHHEM, C BOCXMIIIEHHEM Aaxe. 1 B 3ToM B3risiae Obu1o
YTO-TO eIIE, 4To-TO Oojiee TITyOOKOe U JIMYHOE.

— D710 OBLT HE TOJNBKO 5, — CKPOMHO CKazana fpuHa. — D10 ObUIa KpOBb. ['0JIOC KPOBH, Kak
ckazan MHe Ctpax jeca. OH ApeBHee JTOObIX KJISTB, TIOObIX 3aKTMHAHHA.

— Yro T uMeenb B BUy? — cripocui OJieck.

— MeéprBble, KOTOpBIX NOMHST MpakoOOp... MHOTME W3 HUX ObUIM HAIIMMHU TPEIKAMU.
JlionbMu, Ubst KPOBB TEUET B HAIUX ku1ax. OHY He XOTe/Id MPUIUHATH HaM Bpell. OHY ObLITH BHIHY K-
JEHBI.

— U 1B ocBOOOAMITA UX, — CKa3ana Bapeapa, mogxoas k HUM. E€ komyaH omycren, JyK ObuI
CJIOMaH, HO OHAa caMa BbIIJIsIe)Ia 11eJI0i U HeBpeaumon. — Thl 1aja UM MOKOU.

SIprHa cnado ynbIOHYIaCh:

— He Bcem. U He HaBceraa. [Toka MpakoOop 5KHB, TIOKa Y HETO €CTh TOCOX — OH MOXET BEPHYTh
KOHTPOJTb HaJl HUMHU.

— 3Ha4UT, HAM HYKHO HallTH €ro U OCTAaHOBUTb, — pelIMTeNbHO cKazan Oneck. — [loka oH He
coOpaJt HOBYIO ApPMHIO.

— Ham HyxHO cHayana 1no3a0oTHThCS O paHEeHbIX, — BO3pasuia BapBapa. — A MOTOM pemmuTs,
YTO JIeJIaTh JIaJjIblIIe.

SlpuHa KMBHYJ/a, YyBCTBYS BHE3AMHYI0 c1abocTh. Vcnonb3oBaHue Japa UCTOIIMIIO €€ OoJblIle,
yeM OHa oxuana. KpoBb U3 paHbl Ha JIAJOHU BCE €ILE COYMIIACh, XOTS yKE HE TaK CUJIbHO.

— Ioiiném, — Onech OCTOPOXHO B3I e€ 3a Tuieun. — HykHo niepeBsizath TBOIO pyKy. U Tede
HYKHO OTJIOXHYTb.

OHM MeJICHHO MO 00PATHO B IEPEBHIO, OCTABJIsISA 32 COOOH MoJie OUTBBI, YCTIIAHHOE TeIaMu
TeX MEPTBELIOB, KOTOPbIE HAIIUIM TOKOH Onarofapsi napy SIpvHslI.

He60 Han YcTMHOBO Havaio CBeTJIETh — MPUOJTMKAJICS paccBeT. [lernebHast 3apst 3aKOHYIIACH,
ycTymnasi MeCTO HOBOMY JHIO. JIHIO, KOTOPBII HEC HOBBIE UCIIBITAHMUS, HOBBIE OITACHOCTH.

Ho takxe u HOByl0 Hajgexny. Hamexny, pokIEHHYIO U3 KPOBU U IAMATH, U3 CBA3U MEXKIY
KUBBIMUA Y MEPTBBIMHU, U3 CUJIbI JTIOOBU — HE TOW MCKaXEHHOU, ofiep’kUMol iioOBr Mpakobopa, a
HACTOSIIIEeN, TOTOBOM 3allIUINATh U MPOIIATh.

SlpyHa mocMoTpesa Ha CBOIO JIaJioHb, T/Ie paHa yke Havyajla 3aTArMBaThCsl C HEECTECTBEHHOM
ObICTPOTON. MeTKa Ha 3amscThe OOJbIle He MyJIbCHPOBAJIA — TeMeph OHA MPOCTO TUXO CBETHJIACH,
CJIOBHO HAaIlOMMHAs1 O CBOEM ITPUCYTCTBUM, O CBOEW CUJIE.

Cua, KOTOpYIO €l enI€ NpeACTOsII0 MOTHOCTBIO MOHATh M 0CBOMThL. Crila, KOTOopas caesaja e
MHUILIEHbIO 1151 MpakoOopa, HO Takke U eTUHCTBEHHOW HAaJekKION ISl BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX.

Tsox€nas HoIma IS MecTHaAuaTuiIeTHel neBymku. Ho ona mpumer e€. [Toromy uto BeIOOpa
Het. [ToTomMy 4TO TojIoc KPOBU TOBOPUT, UTO 3TO €€ MyTh, €€ Cyapoa.

T'onoc kpoBH, KOTOPBIN JIpeBHEE JIIOOBIX KJIATB.
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IJIABA 4. TEHM ITPOIILJIOT'O

IlepBble JTyuun COMHLIA OCBETWJIM YCTUHOBO, OOHAXas CJie[bl HOYHOTrO cpaxeHus. bappukasl,
HACIeX BO3BE/IEHHbIE 3AIIMTHUKAMH AEPEBHU, YACTUYHO OOPYIIMIIMCH. 3eMJIsl Iepei HUMU Oblia yce-
SIHA CTpeJIaMU, OOJIOMKaMU OpYkHsl U TEMHBIMH ITSITHAMU — TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT MEPTBELIOB, KOTOPBIE
HaIITM TIOKO¥ Onarofaps napy Slpuxbl. HekoTopsle Tena ocTanuch Jiexarh LeJIbIMU, IpyTue pacchl-
HaJICh NTPAXOM, TPETbH IPOCTO MCUE3NH, CJIOBHO UX HUKOIA U HE ObLIO.

B nome crapocTbl coOpasicst BOEHHBIN coBET. SIpuHa cusiena y OKHa, BpeMsl OT BpEMEHH 0TI~
IbIBasi Ha CBOIO MEPEBSA3aHHYIO JIa/IoHb. PaHa 3aTAruBasach ¢ yIMBUTEILHON OBICTPOTOM — €1IE OIUH
3HaK e€ ocoOeHHOI npupozsl. Psaom c Heli crosn Oseck, cKpecTuB pyku Ha rpyad. Ero numro 6bu1o
MpauHbIM, cocpeoToueHHbIM. Harpotus cupenn crapocra TuxoH, Bapsapa ¢ orom, Musocnasa u
E€ILE HECKOJIBKO CaMBIX YBaXKAEMBbIX JKUTEJIEU JEPEBHU.

— MBI DO/KHBI yXOIUTh, — TOBOPHI THXOH. — DTOW HOYBI0 HaM TOBE3JO, Onarofgaps napy
Spunbl. Ho Mpako©op BepHETCsI, ¥ B CIIEYIOIIUI pa3 OyJeT roToB K e€ cuiie.

— Kyna yxonuts? — Bo3pasun orer; Bapsapsl, Tumyp. — B jecax onacHo, 0COOEHHO ¢ IeTbMU
Y CTapuKaMu. A 110 Omkaiiero ropoja Tpy JHs MyTH.

— B Tuxomupee, — ckazana fApuna. — K ka0 Cearononky. borgan ckasai, 4ro y Hero ecrb
ApeBHUE 3HaHUs 0 Bparax cHa. Bo3aMOXHO, OH 3HaeT, Kak OCTaHOBUTh MpakoOopa.

— U 18I Bepu1b cioBaM KOJIIyHA ¢ OOOT? — CKENTUYECKH CIIPOCHIT OIMH U3 CTApEHIIINH.

— Ero amyzeTsl 3amuThl cpaboTaiu, — Berynuiach BapBapa. — M BCE, 4To OH ckaza o HacTyIl-
JIEHUU MEPTBBIX, OKa3aJI0Ch NIPABAOM.

— Kpome Toro, y Hac HeT BbIOOpa, — jo6aBmi Onech. — Mbl He MOXkeM OcTaBaThes 371ech. Mpa-
KOOOp 3HaeT, e UcKkarh SIpuHy, U ciieqylomas araka OyaeT CHIIbHEe.

CrapeniumHsl epersaHyInCh, 3aTeM THXOH KUBHYJI:

— Xopowo. Msl yxonqum B Tuxomupbe. CKOIBKO BpEMEHU HYKHO Ha ITOATOTOBKY ?

— Henb, He 6ombine, — orBeTH1 Tumyp. — HykHO coOparh MpOBH3HIO, TOATOTOBUTH TIOBO3KU
IJIS1 IeTed U CTAPUKOB, PELIUTh, YTO OpaTh ¢ COOOI, a UTO OCTaBUTb.

— U opyxue, — nod6asmi Oneck. — Kaxaplid MyxunHa J101keH ObITh BoopyskeH. Kaxaas sxeH-
IIMHa, CIOCOOHAsA AEPXKaThb JIyK UM HOX, TOXKE.

— A 410 C paHeHbIMH? — cripocuiia SpuHa. — OHU CMOTYT Iy TEIIECTBOBATh ?

— TaxenopaHeHbIX Bcero Tpoe, — orBeTwsia MutocnaBa. — §l nana um cHagoObe uis cHa. K
TIOJTYJJHIO OHH OYIyT B COCTOSIHUM NEPEABUTaThCS Ha TIOBO3KAX.

— Torna pemteno, — 3akmouni TuxoH. — Berxogum 3aBTpa Ha paccere. Osech, Thl OTBEYAEIIb
3a BOOpYXeHHe U oxpaHy. Tumyp, TBOM OXOTHHKH OyAyT pa3Beaunkamu. MujociaBa, pucMOTPH 32
paHeHbIMU. OcTaJIbHbIE — TOTOBBTE CBOMX OJIM3KHX K JOPOTE.

Bce Havanm BcraBath, HO SIpvHa NOgHATA PYKY:

— EcTb emg koe-4to, — ckazajia oHa. — S JoimkHa BCTpeTuThes ¢ bormanom ceronHs Beuepom,
y omymiku YépHoro 6opa. OH obemtan xJaTh MEHs TaM.

IloBucna TinmHa. Bee 3Hamm penyraunuio borgana — u3ro, yaponeu, 4ejoBeK, CBA3aHHbIN C
TEMHBIMU CUJIAMHU.

— 41 mo¥iy ¢ ToOOM, — permTesbHO cka3an Oech.

— Her, — Bospazuia fIpuna. — OH MOXeT ucnyratbes, €CM S npuay He onHa. Kpowme toro, Tel
HYKEH 3/1€Cb, JJIs IOATOTOBKU K OTBE3MY.

— D10 omacHo, — Haxmypmics Oneck. — OCOOEHHO MOCie TOro, YTO CIYYMIIOCh HOUbI0. Mpa-
KOOODP MOKET OXOTHThCS 32 TOOOH.

— 4 mory noitu ¢ Heu, — npeyoxkuwia Bapeapa. — f ymero nsurarbesa thxo. Y ecam 4ro-To
MOWAET HE TaK, CMOT'Y IIPUKPBITh HAC JIyd1lle, 4eM Tbl, Oech.
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KysHer1 Boirisiiesn HeOBOJILHBIM, HO crioputTh He ctai. OH 3Hai, yto BapBapa mpasa — eé
HaBbIKM OXOTHHMIIBI MOIJIM OKa3aTbCs IIOJIE3HEE €I'0 CUJIbI B TaKoOn CUTYyallU.

— Xoporio, — HexX0Ts1 cornacuiicsi oH. — Ho 6ynbpre octoposkHbl. 11 BEpHUTECH 10 TEMHOTBHI.

— Bepnémcs, — noobemana fpuna. — A Teriepp 51 xotena Obl OTIOXHYTh HEMHOTO. Vcrosnb30-
BaHME Japa. .. UCTOILMIIO MEHS.

— Koneuno, — kuBHyn TuxoH. — Otapixait. Tl 3acay)uiia 3TO MOCIe TOrO, YTO clenasa st
BCEX Hac.

Jlionu Havanm pacxogutscs. Oneck 3aepikaics, CIOBHO XOTeJ UTO-TO cKa3aThb SIprHe HaeJuHE,
HO Tiepe/ilyMaJl U BbIIIEN Bellesl 32 ocTalibHbIMU. OcTtasiach ToJIbko MustocnaBa, KOTopast Ternepb BHU-
MaTesIbHO Pa3riisiblBasla MEPEBSA3aHHYIO PYKY JEBYIIKU.

— Pana nourtu 3aTsHynaack, — 3aMeTHIa OHA. — BeIcTpee, yeM JOoKHa OBl

— 3Ot0 uU3-3a Aapa? — cnpocwia JpuHa.

— Otuacru, — kuBHYNa crapyxa. — Ho ectp uro-To eme. Uro-To, yero s He MOHUMAIO.

Omna 3a1yMuMBO IocMoTpea Ha SIpuHy:

- Koma ThbI UCIIOJIb30BaJla CBOIO KPOBb ITPOTUB MEPTBELOB. .. YTO ThI ‘I}/BCTBOBEUIa?

SlpyHa 3aKkpbuIa 11a3a, BCIIOMUHAS:

— CBa3b. Cj10BHO HEBUAMMBIC HUTU MTPOTAHYJIMCb OT MEHA K KaXXJOMY U3 HUX. n... y3HaBaHUeE.
Kak Oyaro s 3Hama ux. OcoOEHHO MOETo Jie/ia, KOTOPhIA 3alMTI MeHs OT yaapa MpakooOopa. A
Cpa3sy y3Haja ero, XoTsl HUKOI/ia He BUJEJIa ITPU KU3HU.

— TI'omoc kpoBu, — mpodopmoTana Munocnasa. — Ctpax Jieca OblT ripaB. TBosI cuia cUjIbHEE,
KOT/1a Thl UCTIONIb3YELb €€ MPOTUB TEX, C KEM CB3aHa KPOBHBIMHU Y3aMH.

— Ho s He moryia ObITh CBSI3aHa CO BCEMH STUMHU MepTBeIlaMu, — Bo3pas3uia SpuHa.

— B mManieHbKo# iepeBHe BCe Tak WM MHAYE CBSI3aHBI MEX/Y COOO0M, — okasia ruieyamMu Muio-
ciaBa. — Bpaku, pokieHus, CMEpPTH. .. KpOBb CMEIIMBAETCS Ha MPOTSKEHUU MOKOJIeHUI. Bo3MoskHO,
MMEHHO T03TOMY TBOM Aap cpaboTa Tak CHJIbHO UIMEHHO 3/1eCh, B YCTUHOBO.

Omna roMoJryaja, 3aTeM 100aBuia;

—Ho 310 Takxe 3HA4YuT, 4YTO BJaJIv OT pOIIHOI';I 3EMJIHM, CPEIU TYKHX MépTBbIX, TBOS CHJIa MOXET
oKazarbcs cradee.

SpyvHa HaxMypuIach:

— Tr1 gymaernis, Mpako6op 310 31aeT? [103TOMY OH OTCTYNUMII — YTOOBI 3aMaHUTh MEHSI ITPOYb
OT JiepeBHu?

— Bo3MokHO, — cepb€3HO KMBHY/A cTapyXa. — OH ONbITHBIA HeKpoMaHT. OH u3ydas TalHbI
KU3HU 1 CMEPTHU OOJITME T'OAbI. Ecau KTo-TO 1 MOXeT MOHSThH OIrpaHUYCHUS TBOCTO Aapa, TO 9TO OH.

— Toraa HaM HyKHO OBITH TOTOBBIMHU K XYIIIIEMY, — periia SIpuHa. — W s Jo/KHA HAyYUThCS
UCIIONB30BaTh CBOM Jap Jiydile, cuibHee. YToObI He 3aBUCETh OT KPOBHBIX CBS3EH.

— i storo tebe u HyxeH bornaH, — cornmacunach MunocnaBa. — A Tenepb otabixaid. TeGe
MOHAJ00ATCS BCE CUIIBI JIIsI BEUEPHEH BCTPEUH.

Crapyxa nozHsijiach 1, OIMpasich Ha CBOIO KJIIOKY, BbIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHL. SIprHa ocranach oHa,
CJTylIasi, Kak 32 OKHOM JEpEBHS FOTOBUTCS K OTbE3/1y. 3BYKH MOJIOTKOB, CKPHII TEJIET, T0J10ca JII0JEr
— BCE 3TO CJMBAJIOCh B CTPAHHYIO MEJIOIMIO MPOIIAHUS C TOMOM.

Ona 3akpblia IJ1a3a, YyBCTBYS, KaK YCTaJIOCTh OKYThIBAeT e€. M mouTtu cpasy ke npoBajiniach
B COH.

Eit caucs crapeiii nec. He Y€pHsiii 6op, a uTo-T0 Oo0Jlee ApeBHee, Oonee nukoe. JlepeBbs,
HO,[{O6HI)IX KOTOPBIM OHAa HUKOTI'la HE BUCJId, BOBHOCUJIUCH K H€6y, HX KPOHBI CKPbIBAJIUCh B TYMaH-
HOH JIbIMKe. Mesk/1y CTBOJIaMU KITyOWJICsl Oesblii TyMaH, U3 KOTOPOro BpeMsi OT BPEMEHU BBITJISIIbI-
BaJIM CTPAHHLIC TCHHU — HC YCJIOBEYECKHE, HE 3BCPUHBIC, YTO-TO MHOC.

SlpyHa 1UIa 1O Y3KOM TPONMHKE, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJloch, caMa BO3HUKAJIA 110]] €€ HOraMu U hcye-
3as1a mo3aau. OHa He YyBCTBOBAJIA CTPaxa — TOJBKO JIOOOIBITCTBO U CTPAHHOE OIIyIIEHUEe, YTO UAET
JOMOM MOCJI€ JOITOro OTCYTCTBUSI.
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TponuHKa rprBesna e€ Ha MOoJsIHY, B IEHTPe KOTOPOU CTOSUT OrpOMHBIN ApeBHUH 1y0. Ero crBom
ObLJT TAKUM IIIUPOKUM, YTO IIOTPeOOBATIOCH OBl IECSATH YEJIOBEK, B3SIBILIUCH 32 PYKH, YTOOBI OOXBATUTD
ero. B cTBosie 6110 qy1uio, OOJIbIIe MOX0kee Ha IBEph — TEMHOE, MaHsIIIee.

W y sToii aBepu crosiyia MaeHbKasi (pUrypka — IeBo4ka B 00raTom, HO CTAPOMOJHOM IUIAThE.
E€ nnuHHbIe Y€pHBIE BOIOCH CBOOOIHO CTPYMITUCH 110 1iedaM. JInio Obu1o OeTHBIM, HO KPACHUBBIM.
A 1raza... ma3a ObUIM HE MYCTBIMH, KaK B KOIIMapax SIpvHbI, a HAIIOJTHEHHBIMU SIPKUMH, KABBIMU
SMOLUSIMHU.

— Kusxna Mupocnaa, — npomenTaia SpuHa, y3HaBast peOEHKA U3 CBOUX CHOB.

— Hakoneu-to 1ol npunuia, Bpara cHa, — cka3ajia 1eBOYKa I0JI0OCOM, CJMILIKOM B3POCIBIM /1151
e€ Bo3pacra. — { xmana Teds.

— I'ne Mb1? — cripocuina SlpuHa, orisiabIBasich. — Yto 310 32 MecTo?

— 9710 rpasp, — orBeTHiIa Mupocnasa. — He Mup kuBbIX U HE MUP MEPTBBIX. MecTo Mexay.
Mecro, Kya MOTyT IPUATU TaKUE, KaK MBI.

— Takue, kak MbI?

— Bpara cHa, — kuBHYJ1a JeBouKa. — $1 ObUIa Takoi *ke, Kak Thl, ATHCOT JieT Ha3al. Hocuresnb-
Hulel aapa. [IpoBogHUKOM MeX 1y MUpaMHu.

SlpuHa He 3Hana, 4yto cKka3zaTb. OHA MPOCTO CTOsIA, MIsAAS HA MAJEHbKYIO KHSKHY, KOTOpas
TeTiepb yIbIOAIach el ¢ HeXKHOCTBIO, CIIOBHO CTapInasi CecTpa Majlien.

— V¥ Hac mMajio BpeMeHH, — Mpoao/bkuia Mupociasa. — OH UIneT crocod MPOHUKHYTh B TBOU
cHbl. Mpako6op. OH yxe O113KoO.

— Yero oH xouer? — cnpocuia dpuna. — OH roBOpuII O JIIOOBH, O TIOTEPE. ..

— 9r0 npapja, — B3oxHyna Mupocnasa. — Koraa-To oH 0b11 XOpoIIMM yesioBeKoM. JIoosmmm
MykeM, 3a00TIMBBIM OTIIOM. Ho uyma 3abpasna y Hero Bcé€ — keHy, 104b, CMBICH HU3HU. W TOrma oH
oOpatuiicsi K TEMHOM Marviu, 4ToObl BEPHYTh HX.

— W 4uro ciayumiocs?

— OH npeycrien... 0T4acTu, — MpayHo CKasaja JieBouka. — OH BEpHYJ UX Tesla U3 MOTWJ, HO
He uX aymu. To, 9To BEpHYJIOCh, ObLIO JIMIIL 0O0JIOUKOM, MyCTOH, Oe3kn3HeHHOU. M 9T0 cBeo ero
¢ yma. OH pemmI, 4To eC/i He MOKET BEPHYTh JYIIM CBOMX OJM3KHX, TO YHUUTOXHUT CaMy I'DaHb
Mesx1y MUpamMu. YToObl HUKTO OOJIbIIIe He ObUT pa3aei€éH CMEPTHIO.

— Ho 310 6e3ymue! — Bockuknyna Apuna. — Eciim MupbI COMBIOTCSL. . .

— To HacTynuT Xaoc, — 3akoH4YWIa 32 He€ MupociaBa. — ZKuBble HE CMOTYT YMEPETh, MEPTBbIE
HE CMOT'YT YIIOKOUTbcs. BeuHast aronus i Bcex. BoT mouemy ero Hy’)kHO OCTaHOBMTb.

— Ho kak? — cripocuina fpuna. — [ enBa moHumMaro cBO# J1ap, €iBa MOI'y KOHTPOJIMPOBATH €ro.

— Twl cuiibHER, YeM qyMaeliib, — ckazana MupociaBa. — Ho Te mpaBa — TeGe HY)KHO YUUThCS.
W nnst sToro Tede Hy)KHO HAWTH MOETO TIOTOMKA, KHs1351 CBATOMNONKA. Y HEro ecTb KHUTa, KOTOPYIO
sl HarMcauia niepeji cMepthlo. KHura, B KoTopoi onucania Bcé, 4to y3Haia o nape Bpar cha.

— MsI yxe pemuviv AT K HeMy, — KUBHYJIa SIprHa. — BeixonuM 3aBTpa Ha paccBere.

— Xopoiiio, — 0oOpUTeTbHO KUBHYIA JIeBouka. — Ho OyibTe octopoxHsl. [TyTh OymeT onaceH.
Mpaxo0Oop He eTMHCTBeHHAasl yrpo3a, KoTopasi KIET Bac.

— O uém ThI?

MupocnaBa codupasnach OTBETUTh, HO BAPYT HANPSIIACH, TSI Ky/la-TO 3a CIUHY SIpUHBI:

— OH 3pech. [Tpockimaiics, ObicTpo!

Slpuna obepHynach U yBujena TEMHYIO (PUTypy, MPUOIIKAIONIYIOCS CKBO3b TyMaH. BrICOKMit
YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM OZIESIHUM, C IOCOXOM, YBEHYAHHBIM 3€JIEHBIM KAMHEM.

—IIpoceimaiics! — cHoBa KpuKHYJIa MupocnaBa, Tonkas Spuny K ctBomy 1yoa. — Hesnb3s, 4ToObt
OH TIorMaJt Te0s 3/1eCh, Ha rpaHu!

SIpriHa MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK MaJiaeT CIIMHON BIepen B Iyrio Ayda. TemHoTa mornotuia eé, u
OHA...
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...TIPOCHYJIaCh C Pe3KUM B3/I0XOM, CU/isl Ha KpoBaTu. Cepiie KOJIOTUIIOCh, KakK OellieHoe, Ha JI0y
BBICTYIWJI XOJIOJHBIN MOT. 32 OKHOM y’K€ BEYepeJio — OHA IpocTiaia Bech 1eHb. MeTka Ha 3amsicTbe
MyJILCUPOBaJIa, HO He OOJIbIO, a IPEAYPEkKICHUCM.

JIBepb pacraxHysach, M B KOMHaTy BOexkasa Bapsapa:

— Spuna! HakoHen-To To ipocHyach! 9 yxke Hayama OecriOKOMThCS.

— CKoJbko BpeMeHu? — XpUILIo cripocuiia SpuHa.

— Ilourm 3akar, — orBeTuia BapBapa. — Ham nopa naru, eciny Mbl XOTUM BCTPETUTh TBOETO
KOJI/IyHa ¥l BEPHYTbCS JJO TEMHOTBHI.

SlpyHa KMBHYNA, ciyckas HOrM ¢ KpoBaTh. COH BCE elI€ CTosuI Mepe] Ila3aMU — JPEBHUII Jiec,
MaJIeHbKasl KHsDKHA, TIpeynpexaenue oo onacHoctu. Ho pacckaket mm oHa 00 aTom Bapsape? Mnu
3TO 3HAHUE MPEeIHA3HAYEHO TOJIBKO 1Sl Hee?

— Tol B opsiike? — 00ECIIOKOEHHO CITPOCHJIA MOJPYTa, 3aMETUB €€ COCTOSTHUE.

— Jla, mpOCTO CTpaHHBIN COH, — OTBETMIIA SIprHA, PEIIMB MOKa HE AETUTHCS MMOAPOOHOCTSIMU. —
Jlait MHEe MUHYTY, U s Oy/1y rOTOBA.

Omna OBICTPO YMBLIACH BOJIOW M3 KYBIIIMHA, TIEpeoieiach B YUCTYIO pyOaxy u capadaH, 3aruiena
BoJiochl. CHslJla OBSI3KY C JIQJIOHU — paHa MOJHOCTBIO 3aTSAHYJIACh, OCTAJICS TOJIBKO TOHKUI PO30BbIN
ipam.

— HeeposiTHO, — mpokOoMMeHTHpOBajia BapBapa, misad Ha e€ pyky. — Takas paHa JOJKHA
3aKUBATh HEAENIO, HE MEHBIIIE.

— Buammo, eme onHo CBOKMCTBO J1apa, — noxasna riedamu Spuna. — Mpném. Ham Hy)kHO ycrieTh
10 TEMHOTBHI.

OHM BBIILIM U3 JOMA CTAPOCTHI M HAITPABUJIMCh K BOCTOUHOW OKpavHE IEPEBHHU, I71€ HAUMHAJICS
nyTh K Y€pHOMY OOpY. YCTHHOBO ryJesio, Kak pacTpeBOKEHHBIH Y1l — JIIOIM TOTOBIIIUCH K OThE3Y,
IPy3WIH IOBO3KH, OTOMPAIIM caMOe HEOOXOIMMOE, MPOIIAIUCEH C TEM, YTO PUAETCS OCTaBUTh. MHO-
rve, yBuaeB SIprHy, KJIaHsJIMCh e WM O1arolapuiiv 3a CriaceHue OT MEPTBELIOB. DTO ObLJIO CTPaHHOE
YyBCTBO — €III€ BUepa OHa OblIa MPOCTO JA0Uepblo MUKYJIbI, a CETOIHS CTajla KEM-TO BPOJe TepOUHH,
3aLIUTHULIBL.

— IlpuBsbikaii, — THXO cka3ayia BapBapa, 3ametuB e€ cmynieHnue. — Thl criacia ux Bcex. OHU He
3a0yIyT 3TOTO.

— 4 He cpenana HUYero ocoOeHHOro, — Bo3pasmwia SlpuHa. — [IpocTo wcnonk3oBaia To, 4TO
ObLIO JAHO MHE OT POXICHUSI.

— He npunmkaii cBoto xpadpocTh, — MOKayasia ronoBoit Bapeapa. — MHorue Obl cOeskaiy, y3HaB
0 TakoM Jape. Wi monsiTamuch Obl CKPHITH €ro. A Thl BCTaJa MEXJy CBOMM HApOIOM M apMuen
MEPTBBIX. DTO JOCTOMHO yBAKEHUSI.

SlpyHa mpomoryana, He 3Has, YTO OTBETUTb Ha TaKylo Noxsaiay. OHM NPOJOIKWIM MYTh B
THUILMHE, KaX/]asl NOrPyKEHHAsI B CBOU MBICIIH.

Bocrounas okpavHa JepeBHM BBIXOAWJIA MPSMO K MOJISAM, 32 KOTOPbIMHM HauMHajcs YEpHbIi
60p. BeuepHee cosHIle OKpaIIMBaioO BCE B 30JI0TUCTHIE M OPAH)KEBbIE TOHA, CO3/aBasi OOMaHUYMBOE
OIIYIIEHUE CIIOKOWCTBUS U Oe3omacHocTH. Ho 06e neByIIKYM 3HAIM, YTO C HACTYTUIEHMEM TEMHOTBI
BcE n3MeHutcs. Houb nmpuHaiexana tem, koro MpakoOop BeIpBajl U3 BEYHOTO CHA.

— Cmorpu, — ckazana Bapyr BapBapa, yka3eiBasi Ha ONyIIKy Jieca. — KTo-To yke Tam.

SlpyHa NpuUIypUIach, BIVISAABIBAsCh B YKa3aHHOM HallpaBlieHUU. [IeiCTBUTENIBHO, Y KPOMKHU
JIepeBbEB CTOsIa OAMHOKas! (hurypa. BelcOkuil My )xurHa B TEMHOH OfIeXk /I, C JJTMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH,
COOpaHHBIMU B XBOCT.

— 910 Bornan, — cka3zana oHa ¢ oonerdeHreM. — OH caepskai CJIOBO.

OHu yckopwiu miar, nepecekas mnosie. bormaH 3aMmeTws UX W clejlayl HECKOJIBKO I1aroB
HaBCTpeuy, HO OCTAHOBWJICS, HE JIOXO[s /10 TPaHHULIbl JEPEBEHCKUX 3eMelb. SIpMHa BCIIOMHUJIA €T0
CJIOBA O MPOKJISAITUM U3THAHUS — €CJIA OH CTYIIUT Ha 3eMJIM YCTUHOBO, TO YMPET B CTPALIHBIX MYyKaXx.
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— Tl He oiHa, — 3aMETUJT OH, KOTIa OHU MOJOIIUIN I0CTaTOUHO O/M3K0. Ero B3risi1 0cTaHOBUIICS
Ha BapBape, usyyaronuuii, HACTOPOKEHHBIN.

— 3to0 Mos1 noapyra Bapsapa, — npeacraBwia Apuna. — Eit MOXKHO 10BEpSITh.

bornan kuBHYJI, XOTA B €ro mia3ax BCE eNE€ YhTagach HACTOPOKEHHOCTD:

— 51 Buzien 3apeBo Haj AepeBHE MPOILION HOUblo. M crbiman nrym 6utBbl. OHM IIPUIILIH, KaKk
s 1 npeaynpexgan’?

— la, — noareepauna Spuna. — MpakoOop npuBeEn apmMuio MEPTBLIX. Ho MBI. .. 1 cMoria ocra-
HOBUTH uX. Ha Bpemsi.

— Kak? — ¢ xuBbIM UHTEpecoM cripocut boraH.

SlpyHa pacckasaia O pUTyase ¢ KpOBblO, O TOM, KaK OHa B3blBaJIa K NMaMATH MEPTBBIX, KaK Te
OCBOOOIMIIUCH OT KOHTPOJIsI HEKpOMaHTa. borgaH ciymas ¢ BO3pacTaloniM U3yMJIeHHEM.

— HeBeposiTHO, — cKa3aJ OH, KorjJja OHa 3akoHUYWIA. — Jlake MoHOCTBIO 0OyueHHbIe BpaTa cHa
He Bcerja CrocoOHBI Ha Takoe. A ThI cJiefiajia 3TO MHTYUTHUBHO, 03 TIOATrOTOBKH.

— MuocnaBa nomoria, — CKpoMHO ckaszasa SIpuHa. — OHa /1a1a MHE HOX U CJIOBA pUTYasa.

— U BCE *xe... — Borman nmokadan roiaoBoi. — Thl JOJKHA OBITh UCKJIIOUUTEILHO CAJIBHON, YTOOBI
MIPOTUBOCTOSITH BOJIE TAKOTO OINBITHOTO HEKPOMAaHTa, Kak Mpakooop. IT1o... BIeyaTiser.

B ero rosoce 3By4asno UCKpeHHee BOCXMIIEHUE, U SIprHa MouyBCTBOBaJA, Kak KpacHeeT. Bap-
Bapa 3aMeTHJIa 3TO U CJIerka HaXMypHJIach.

— MsI penviiv OTIIpaBUTHCA B TUXOMUPBE 3aBTPA HA PACCBETE, — CKa3ajla OHA, MEHSS TEMY. —
Bceit nepeBneii. MpakoOop 3HaeT, Tjie uckarth SIpuHy, u clienylomas araka Oy/ieT CHuibHee.

— Mynpoe perienrie, — kuHyn bornan. — Kas3b CBATONONK CMOXKET MPEAOCTaBUTh BaM yoe-
xwuiie. M, BO3MOKHO, MOMOXeT SApuHe Jiydiine NoHATh €€ nap.

— Tol noitnenb ¢ Hamu? — cripocuia SIpuHa.

bornan 3anymancs:

— MHe Henb3s nosiBiATHCSA B ropofax. [IpokiisiTue u3rHanusl pacpocTpaHsieTCs Ha BCe 3eMIIU
kHskecTBa. Ho g1 Mory conpoBoskaaTh Bac 4acTh IyTH, Yepe3 jieca. TaMm MOM 3HaHUs MOTYT IIPUIoO-
JUTHCS.

— Cnacu60, — uickpeHHe cka3ana fpuna. — [Tocne Toro, Kak Thl ciesai )it HaC, JJTsd MeHS. . .

— He 6naropapu panbiiie Bpemenu, — npepsai e€ bornan. — [yt Oyaer onmacHeiM. Mpako©op
HE OTCTYIUTCA Tak JIETKO. M ecTh enieé Koe-4ro, 0 YEM Thl IOJIKHA 3HATH.

Ero ToH crais cepbE3HbIM, TOYTH MPAYHBIM:

— Mpaxo6op — He enuHCTBeHHast yrpo3a. EcTb u apyrue, KTo 6yeT OXOTUThCs 32 TOOOM, y3HaB
0 TBOEM J1ape.

SlpyHa B3ApOrHYJIa, BCIOMHMB CJIOBA MaJIEHbKOM KHSIKHBI U3 cHa. [louTu Takoe ke npegymnpe-
KJEHUE.

— Kt0? — cripocuina oHa.

— Opnen Cepoii Ileuatu, — orBetuin Borgan. — TaitHoe 001IecTBO, KOTOPOE BEKAMH OXOTHTCS
32 JIIABMH C 0COOBIMU CIOCOOHOCTSIMU. OHM CUMTAIOT, YTO TaKHe Japbl — pe3y/IbTaT BMEIaTeIbCTBa
TEMHBIX CHJI, M YTO HOCUTEJIM STUX AAPOB JOJKHBI OBITh YHUUTOKEHBI.

— U 161 3HAaCTTH 00 3TOM OpJieHe, TOTOMY 4TO. .. 7 — MOJO3PUTEIbHO Cripocuia Bapsapa.

— IloTromMy 4TO OHM OXOTHUJIMCh 32 MHOM, — IPOCTO OTBeTU BorgaH. — IMeHHO OHM HacTpouu
KHSI351 IPOTUB MEHs1, JOOMIIUCh MOETO U3rHaHusl. 1 OHM He OCTaHOBSATCS, MOKA HE YHUUTOXKAT KakK-
JIOr0, KOTO CUMTAIOT «OTMEYEHHBIM ThbMOW».

— Ho moit map He ot TeMbI! — BocKMKHY/Ta fApuna. — f ncrnosnb3yio ero, 4roObl 3aIlIUIIaTh,
YTOOBI TIOMOTaTh !

— OHM He BUASAT pa3HMIIBI, — MOKavyas rojoBoi borgan. — [l Hux o6asi cuia, KoTopasi BBIXO-
JWT 32 TIpefenbl OOBIIEHHOTO, — padoTa AeMOHOB. JIorvKa M JOKa3aTelbCTBAa OECCUIIbHBI MPOTHB
(panaTruHON BephI.

Bapgapa Bbirsiiena 06ecroKOeHHOM:
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— U kak MBI y3Ha€M 3TUX OXOTHUKOB?

— OHU HOCAT cepblii IUIalll C CKMBOJIOM I1€4aTH Ha Ipyau, — oTBeTw1 bornan. — W'y kaxaoro Ha
JIEBOI pyKe TaTyMpOBKa — KpYyT ¢ KpectoM BHYTpU. Ho 4yacTo OHM CKpBIBAIOT CBOIO NPUHA/IJIEKHOCTD
K OprneHy, NpuTBOPsIsiICh OOBIYHBIMU Ty THUKAMK WJIM TOProBiaMu. EMUHCTBEHHbIN BEPHBIN CrIOCO0
y3HaTh MX — 3TO UX OpPY)XHe: cepeOpsiHble KUHKAJIbl C pyHAMU Ha JIE3BUH.

— Mui GyeM ocToposkHbI, — moodemana ApuHa. — Criaci0o 3a npeaynpexacHue.

Borjan KuBHYII, 3aTeM MIOCMOTpeIT Ha HebO:

— Connue canutes. Bam nopa Bo3Bpaiarscsi B JepeBHi0. Houb cKopo BCTynUT B CBOM IpaBa,
a ¢ He#l U Te, KTO OpOUT BO ThMe.

— I'me mb1 BetpetnM Tebst 3aBTpa? — cripocuia SIpuHa.

— Ha paszBuike gopor, B MuJie K BOCTOKY OT JepeBHM, — oTBeTWI boraan. — Tam nmyTh pa3nens-
ercsl — OVH UJET K THXOMMpPBIO Yepes3 OTKPBIThIE OIS, IPyroy — yepes jeca 1 xoamsl. [loss kopoue,
HO OTKPBITHI 15 aTaku. JlecHast jopora AjvHHee, HO Oe30IacHee. .. €y 3HAellIb MyTh.

— A TbI 3Hae1s? — cnpocuiia Bapsapa.

— 41 mpoXxwi1 B 3TUX Jiecax MATh JIET, — C JIETKON YCMelIKoi oTBeTw1 borgaH. — 3Haio Kaxayio
TPONUHKY, KX IBIA pyueit, Kaxaoe ornacHoe Mecto. U kaxoe 6e3omacHoe Toxe.

— Tornma no 3aBTpa, — ckazana ApuHa. — Byap ocTopoxkeH.

— U BBI, — cepbésno otBetrn borgan. — OcobenHo Thl, Bpata cHa. TBoW gap — Masik Jyisl Tex,
KTO YYBCTBUTEJIEH K CUJIaM UHOTO Mupa. M He Bce M3 HUX KeJaioT Tede n1oopa.

C 3TMMU CJTOBaMH OH MOBEPHYJICS U CKPBLICS MEXAY JIePEBbSIMHU, ObICTPO U OECIITYMHO, CJIOBHO
ObLJT YaCThIO CAMOTO Jieca.

Slpuna u BapBapa nocTosiiu eme MrHOBEeHUe, IS/l eMy BCJIel, 3aTeM MOBEPHYIUCh U ObICT-
PbIM I11arOM HarpaBUJIMCh 0OpaTHO K JepeBHe. CONHIIE yke Kacaloch TOPU30HTA, OKpalmBast HeOo
B KpPOBaBO-KpacHble TOHA. 3JI0Bellee HATOMUHAHKUE O TOM, YTO ThbMa OJIM3KO, ¥ C Hell — OIaCHOCTH,
0 KOTOPBIX OHU MOIJIA TOJIBKO JOTa/IbIBaThCA.

— He HpaBuTCst MHe 3TOT KOJNIyH, — HapylIuia Moryanue BapBapa, Koria oHu ObLIM yKe Ha
MOJIYTH K AepeBHe. — CauiKkoM MHOTO 3HaeT. CIIMIIKOM CIIOKOMHO TOBOPUT O TEMHBIX BEILaX.

— OH noMor HaMm, — HanoMHuIa SlpuHa. — be3 ero amyneToB Mbl Obl HE BBICTOSTM TIPOIIUION
HOYBIO.

— Vlnu oH Xo4eT, 4ToOBI MBI TaK JyMaJid, — YIpsAMO cKa3asia Bapsapa. — UTo, eciiv OH Kak-To
cBsi3aH ¢ Mpako6opom? YUto, eciti 3To BCE YacTh KaKOro-To IJjiaHa?

Spuna 3agymanace. ComHenusi Bapapbl He Obuid OecriouBeHHBIMU. BoriaH JeidcTBUTENIBHO
3HAJ CJIMIIKOM MHOTO, NOSIBUJICS CIMIIKOM BoBpeMs. Ho ¢ 1pyroit cTopoHsl. ..

— MunocnaBa JoBepsieT emMy, — CKazajla OHa HakoHel. — A 4 joBepsio Musocnase. Kpome
TOTO. .. KOT/Ia s PSIZIOM C HUM, MOsSI METKa He pearrpyer Tak, Kak Ha MpakoOopa. Het atoro omryie-
HUS ONTaCHOCTH, TpeBoru. Hao0opoT, 4To-TO BHYTpU MeHs. .. Y3HAET ero. CIIOBHO MBI YK€ BCTpeva-
JIMCh paHblile, B IPYrod KU3HU.

Bapsapa nckoca B3IsHYyJIa HA IOAPYTY:

— TonbKo He TOBOPY MHE, YTO ThI BIIOOMJIACH B KOJAYHA ¢ 6070T. Oniech 3TOro He NepekuBET.

—Yro? Het! — BockmmkHyna SIpuHa, 4yBCTBYS, Kak KpacHeeT. — Sl mpocTo... MPOCTO MBITAlCh
MOHSATH, [IOYEMY UYBCTBYIO 3TY CTPAHHYIO CBAI3b.

— Mmm, — ¢ comHeHreM TipoTsiHy1a BapBapa. — Hy, B mo6oM cityuae, Oyap octopoxkHa. [laxe
€CJI OH He CBsI3aH ¢ MpakoOOpOM, OH BCE PaBHO U3TOM, YeJIOBEK C TEMHBIM NPONLTbM. Takue Jiioau
onacHsl, SpuHa.

— 41 6yny ocropokHa, — moodemana Jpuna, XoTs B IIIyOMHE QyIIU 3Haja, 4TO €€ TsHeT K bor-
JaHy He MPOCTO JIOOOMBITCTBO WK O1arogapHocTh. Uto-To Gosee riybokoe, Oosee qpeBHee, CBSI3aH-
HOE C €€ 1apOM U €ro 3HaHUAMM. YTO-TO, 4TO OHA caMa eIlE He JO KOHIA [IOHUMAJIA.

OHM J01UIM [0 NEpBbIX JOMOB JEPEBHU B MOJIYAHUM, Kakaasi MOrPyKEHHAs B CBOM MBbICIIH.
BapBapa, HecMOTps1 Ha CBOM TMOIO3PEHHMs], YBaxasia BHIOOp moapyru. A fApuHa... ApunHa meitanack
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pa3oOpaThbcs B JJAOMPUHTE CBOUMX UYBCTB, CBOMX HOBBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, CBOEW BHE3AITHO W3MEHHB-
1Iecs CyabObl.

Vike y njoma crapocThl, Iie MX kJajlIu C HOBOCTSAMU O Bcrpeue ¢ bornanom, Bapsapa Bapyr
ocraHoBwiIa SIpuHy, B35IB €€ 3a pyKy:

— Yto OB HU CITYYMIIOCH, — CKa3aJla OHA CepbE3HO, — 3HAM, UTO sl HA TBOeH cTopoHe. Beerna.

— 41 3Ha10, — ¢ GnmaromapHOCTHIO OTBeTHIA SIpuHA. — W 9T0 3HAYUT 711 MeHs OOJbIIe, YeM Thl
MOJKEIllb TTPEJCTaBUTb.

OHM OOHSUTUCH, CKPETLISISI CBOIO APYKOY M BEPHOCTh B ITOT MOMEHT HEOIPEICIEHHOCTH | OTac-
HOCTH. A 3aTéM BMECTe BOIIUIM B JIOM, FOTOBbIE paccKa3aTb O TOM, YTO y3HAJIU, U O TOM, YTO KIET
UX BIIEpE/Iu.

Jenp mogxomwt K KoHity. [locnemnuii 1eHs B YCTHHOBO, JepeBHE, KOTopast Oblla UX JOMOM
BCIO JKM3Hb. 3aBTpa HAUYHETCS HOBAsl IJ1aBa UX UCTOPUU — IJIaBa, MMOJIHAsI OMACHOCTE!, UCTIHITAHUH U,
BO3MOXHO, NIoTepb. Ho Takke U I71aBa OTKPHITUI, POCTa, IOHUMAaHUs CBOEH MCTUHHOUN IPUPOLBI U
MpeIHa3HAYCHU .

Ocobenno st SpuHbl, JEBYIIKM C METKON Bpar cHa, KOTOpPOH MpeacTosyio BCTaTh MEKIY
MHUPOM JKUBBIX 1 MUPOM MEPTBBIX. M pemmTh, Kakoi U3 HUX Oy/IeT CYIIeCTBOBaTh, a KAKOM — IOTuo-
HET B Xaoce CIIMSHHUS.
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TJIABA 5. TOPOTAMM TEHEHA

PacceeT Haj YcTHMHOBO OBUT TUXMM M NEYaJIbHBIM, CJIOBHO cama NPUpPOJa NOHMMAaJla 3Ha4u-
MocTb MOMeHTa. [T0B0O3KH, HarpykeHHble cCaMbIM HEOOXOAUMBIM, BHICTPOMJIUCH B ATTMHHYIO BEPEHULLY
y BOCTOYHON OKpauHBbl AepeBHHU. Jlony mpomaiicy co CBOUMU JOMaMU, MHOTHE IJIaKaJIM, HEKOTO-
pble THXO MOJTUIUCh. HUKTO He 3Has1, BEpHYTCA JIM OHU KOIja-HUOY/Ib, YBUIAT JIM CHOBA 9TU MecTa,
KOTOpBIE OBUIM MX JIOMOM Ha MPOTSKEHUH MHOTUX TTOKOJICHHH.

SIpyHa cTosAIa pPANOM C TEJNErou, B KOTOPOW CUAETH €€ POIUTENNA U HECKOJIBKO CTapuKOB. Eé
otel], MuKysia, HeCMOTpsI Ha CJIOMaHHYIO PyKY, HACTOSIT HA TOM, YTOOBI IepKaTh BOXKU. PsaoM ¢ HUM
cuzena Mapda, Oneanas, Ho pemmresnbHast. OHa BCIO HOUb TOMOTaia COOMpATh BEIl, YCIIOKanBaia
niepenyraHHblX JAeTei, MoAaepkuBaia TeX, KTo ObUT CJIMIIIKOM CJ1a0, 9TOOBI 3a00TUTHCS O ceoe.

— Bcé roroBo? — cripocun nogomemmii Onec. OH ObUT B IIOJTHOM O0EBOM CHAPSIKEHUH: KOJTb-
uyra, IIJIeM, 3a MOSICOM MeY U Tomnop. B pykax JJIMHHOE KOIbE ¢ 3aTOYEHHBIM HAKOHEUHUKOM.

— la, — kuBHy”a fApuna. — [IoBO3KM HarpyXeHsl, OOJIbHBIE U PAHEHbIE pa3MEIeHbl, MAPIIPYT
cornacoBaH. TUMyp CO CBOMMM OXOTHUKAMHM YK€ OTIIPABUJICA BIIEPEN, Pa3BebIBaTh IOPOTY.

— Xopoo, — Osech orAen BEpeHuLly MOBO30K U nemumx Jioaen. — [lopanok Takon: Briepean
UAYT JIyYHUKH, 32 HUMU [IOBO3KHU C AETBMU U CTApPUKAMHU, ITIOTOM BCE OCTAJIbHBIE, B KOHIIE — CaMble
CrIIbHBIE OOMIIBI. S Oymy KOOpIMHUPOBATH OOOPOHY, €CITH YTO-TO CITYUUTCSI.

— A a? — cipocuna SpuHa.

— Ter enems B cepeaune KONMOHHBI, ¢ MusociaBoy, — TBEpIO ckasai Oseck. — Bbl camble Baxk-
Hole. Ecin Mpako6op HanaieT, Mbl JOJDKHBI 3aIIUTUTh Bac OO0 LIEHOM.

SpuHa xX0Tena Bo3pasuTh, HO TIOHsIIA, 4TO OH MpaB. E€ nap Mor ObiTh permaonmm B 60pboe ¢
HEKPOMaHTOM, HO TOJIBKO €CJIM OHA JJO)KUBET 10 MOMEHTA BCTPEUM C HUM. A U1 3TOr0 HY)KHO ObLIO
OCTaBaThCs B CAMOM O€30I1aCHOM MECTe.

— XOpo110, — HEXOTS COIIacuiIack oHa. — Ho moMHu, 4To Ha pa3BUIIKE MBI JOJIKHBI BCTPETUTHCS
¢ borganom. OH npoBeAET Hac JIECHOU AOPOroy K TUXoMHpBIO.

JInno Onecsa noMpayHeso Ipy YIOMUHAHUY KOJIIyHA:

— Tl AENCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO MOKHO JOBEPATh U3THAHHUKY ? Yel0BeKy, KOTOPBIN ITPaK-
TUKYET TEMHYIO Maruio?

— 51 noBeps10 cBOEMY UyThIO, — TBEPIO OTBeTWIA SprHa. — I Mutocnasa nosepser emy. 9T1oro
JOCTAaTOYHO IJIS MEHS.

Orech XOTeIT 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT K HUM IOJOIIEN cTapocTa TUXoH:

— Ilopa BelABUTaTHCS, — CKa3aid OH. — Ecmu Mbl XOTUM /100pathesi 40 MEPBOTO MpUBaia O
HACTYIUIEHUS TEMHOTBI, Hy’)KHO MTH cerJac.

Onecp KUBHYJI U, OPOCKB NOCJAEJHUN B3I HA SIpUHY, MOLIEN K IOJIOBE KOJIOHHBI. THXOH ke
3aJepKaJICH:

— Tel roToBa, 1eBoYKa? — MATKO CITPOCKIT OH. — DTO TBOS MepBast HOUb O3 KOLIMApPOB 32 J0JIroe
Bpems?

— Jla, — ¢ ynujieHueM oco3Hasa fpuHa. — BiepBble 3a ceMHaaLaTh THEW S HE BUJEJIa MEPTBYIO
KHSKHY.

It0 ObUT0 NpaBaoit. IToce Bcrpeun ¢ MupociaBoii Ha rpaHu MexXy MUpaMy KOILIMapsl Mpe-
Kpatuich. CJIIOBHO cama KHSKHA PElInIa JaTh €i OTIOXHYTh Mepe] J0ITUM Iy TEIECTBUEM.

— 910 JOOPHIH 3HAK, — KUBHYJ THXOH. — MOkeT ObITh, TBOM JIap HAYMHAET OJUUHSThCS Tebe,
a He Ha00OoPOT.

— MoskeT ObITh, — HEYBEpEHHO coracuiach JpuHa.

Crapocra noxjonajn €€ 1o Iuiedy ¥ MHOIIEN JaIblle, IPOBEPATh TOTOBHOCTh JPYTUMX CEMEW.
SIpurHa ke ocrayiach CTOATh, IVIAA Ha IEPEBHIO, KOTOPYIO OHU IOKUJAJIN. Y TPDEHHUI TYMaH OKYThIBaJl
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JoMa, Jies1asi MX MpU3pauyHbIMu, HepeaslbHbIMUA. CJIOBHO YCTHHOBO Y€ CTaJI0O BOCHOMUHAHUEM, CHOM
13 MPOILION KU3HHU.

— INoipém, — ckazana nomoremas Bapeapa. OHa Toxke OblJTa BOOPYKEHA — JIYK 3a IJICUaMH,
KOJIUaH, MOJIHBIN CTpell, HOX Ha nosice. — Ham nopa.

SIpyHa KMBHYJIa, 1 OHU BMECTE IOLUIM K CepeJMHE KOJIOHHBI, I7ie yxke *kJana ux Muociasa.
Crapyxa cujena B MaJeHbKOW TIOBO3Ke, 3ampsDKEHHON IMeroi Jiomajibio. Bokpyr He€ Obu pasiio-
’KEHbI MELLIOYKY C TPAaBaMHU, CKJISIHKU C 3€JIbIMH, aMYJIETHI U APYTH€ IPUHA/IEKHOCTU BEIbBMUHCKOTO
pemeca.

— Hakonen-To, — nmpoBopuazia oHa, KOrja JEBYLIKM MOAOLLIN. — S yX Aymalia, Bbl peluiv
OCTaThCs B IEPEBHE.

— IIpocro mpomanack, — TUXO ckazaia ApuHa. — He 3Ha10, yBUXKY 1 1 YCTUHOBO CHOBA.

— VBuuiib, — yBepeHHO cka3ana MutociaBa. — Kora Be€ 910 3akoHumTCS, Korga Mpakodop
Oy/ieT MoBepkeH, Mbl BepHEMCs. 11 OTCTpOMM BCE 3aHOBO, JTIyYIlIEe ITPEKHETO.

SlpuHa xXoTena BepUTh eid. XOTesla BEpUTh, YTO Y 3TOM UCTOPUM OyAeT cYacTIvBbIi KoHell. Ho
YTO-TO BHYTPU HEE, YTO-TO CBA3AHHOE C €€ AapOM, HAIIENTHIBAJIO, YTO HE BCE TaK MPOCTO, YTO LIEHa
1oOeIbl MOKET OKa3aThCsl OY€Hb BBICOKOM.

Bniepenu pa3pancs 3Byk pora — CUrHaJI K OTIpaBiieHu0. KoJloHHa MeaJIeHHO NpUIILIa B ABUKE-
HUeE, TeJIeTY 3aCKPUIIEIIH, JIIOAU 3alllarayiy, AeTH 3alulakajiy, MPoLIasich ¢ JOMOM. YCTUHOBO, JEPEBHS
Ha Kpato Y€pHoro 6opa, ocTanach 033y, ImycTasi, OpoIeHHas!, CJIOBHO MPU3PaK caMou ceOsl.

[TyTs 10 pa3BWiIKH, TJI€ OHM JOJKHBI ObUIM BCTPETUThCS ¢ BormaHom, 3aHsul OKOJIO yaca.
ConHile yke MOTHOCTBIO BCTAJIO, paccenBasi YTPEHHUN TYMaH M cOrpeBasi MyTHUKOB. [leHb oOema
OBITH SICHBIM M TEMJIBIM — XOpOIIIee MpeA3HaMeHOBaHME /ISl HAYaula Iy TelleCTBUS.

PasBuitka npencragiisiia cCOOO¥ TPOCTOE pa3IBOSHUE IOPOTH Y OOJIBIIIOro cTaporo ayoa. Jlepas
nopora, OoJiee MUPOKasi M YXOKEeHHasl, 1I1a Yyepe3 OTKPBIThIe Toiis 1 Jiyra K Tuxomupsio. [IpaBas,
y3Kas ¥ 3apoclias, yXoauia B JIeC, TEMHEIOUIMI Ha TOPU30HTE.

W y 31001 pa3BWIIKY, TPUCTIOHUBIIMCH K CTBONY yOa, crosin borgan. OH ObuT ofeT Aj1s myTe-
LIECTBUS: IPOYHBIE KOKAHBIE IIITAaHbI M KypTKa, BBICOKKE Callory, Ha MOsICe IJTMHHBIA HOXK, 32 CIIMHOW
HEeOOJBINON PIOK3aK. Bomockl, Kak U paHblilie, COOpaHbl B XBOCT, HO TETEph €ro JIMIO Ka3auiochk Ooee
HaIPsKEHHBIM, OIUTETbHBIM.

Koraga konoHna OexeHlleB MPUOIU3WIACh, OH BHIIPSIMUJICA W TOMEN HaBCTpedy. MHorue
KUTENIM YCTUHOBO MPYU BUJE HETO HAauaJIM MEepPELENTHIBAThCS, HEKOTOPBIE Aake OTCTYIIWIIU B CTpaxe.
Penytarms kongyHa ¢ 60710T Oblla XOPOIIO U3BECTHA, M HE BCE OBUTH TOTOBBI IIPHUHSITH €T0 MOMOIIIb.

Ornecy, meamui BO I71aBE€ KOJOHHBI, OCTAaHOBWJI €€ U BBILLIEN BIEPEN, Nperpaxaas nmyTb bor-
JaHy:

— Croii, rae CTOMILIb, — CKa3aJl OH 'POMKO, TIOJIOKUB PYKY Ha pyKOSITh Meva. — Yero Tol xoueib?

— 41 3pech mo npuramenuo SIpuHbl, — CroKoiHO oTBeT! borman. — YtoObl MpoOBOIUTH Bac
necHor noporoil K Tuxomupsio. Ecim Bbl, KOHEUHO, XOTUTE M30€KaTh OTKPHITHIX MTPOCTPAHCTB, I1e
BacC JIETKO 3aMETHTb.

— OTkyzna Mbl 3HaeM, 4TO MOXeM J0BepsATh Tebe? — HactanBan Oinech. — Thl ObLT U3rHaH 3a
TEMHYIO Maruio. KTo 3Haer, He Be/IEIIb JIU Thl HAC B JIOBYIIKY?

— Onecs! — BockmkHY/a nojomemas SIprHa. — Ml yxe o0cyxaanu 31o. borgan momor Ham
C amyJieTaMu 3aiuThl. be3 Hero Mbl Obl He MEPEeKUIIN aTaky MEpTBELIOB.

— Wnu 310 OH MX mociai, — MpavyHo ckazan Onech. — UTOObI BTEpEThCsl K HAM B JIOBEPHE.

Borman ycMexHyJIcsi, HO B €T0 YCMeNIKe He ObLIIO BeCesbsl:

— Eciu Obl 51 XOTen BaM 3714, Ky3Hell, st Obl TPOCTO OCTABUJI BaC Ha ChejieHrne MpakoOopy U ero
apMuU. 3a4eM MHe TaKue CJIOKHOCTH ?

Onecp He HAIENCS C OTBETOM, HO €ro 1o3a OCTaBajach HANMPsKEHHOW, BpakaeOHOH. ApuHa
B3/I0XHYJIa U MIOBEPHYJIACh K CTApOCTe:

— TuxoH, MbI JOIKHBI IPUHATH pereHue. Kakoi 1oporoit Ml nmonaém?
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Crapocra orisiaesn KOJOHHY OeKeHIIeB, 3aTeM MOCMOTpesT Ha 00e TOporu:

— JleBas kopoue u Jierde, 0COOSHHO JIJIsI TIOBO30K U MOXKWIIBIX, — cKa3asl oH. — Ho Borman mpas:
MBI OyJieM Kak Ha JiaqoHu. Eciin MpakoOop peuT Hac rpecieioBaTh, eMy He COCTaBUT TPy/la HarHATh
HAC Ha OTKPHITON MECTHOCTH.

— A mpaBasi? — CIIpoCHII KTO-TO U3 TOJIIIBL.

— IpaBas uner yepes jeca u Xoambl, — oTBeTwI boraan. — [Tyt monbine, Ho 6e3omacHee. Tam
€CTh MECTa, IJIe MOKHO YKPBIThCSI, €CTh UICTOUHUKH TPECHON BOJIBI, €CTh J1Ub JUIsl OXOTHL. U camoe
[JIaBHOE — TaM €CTh TPOIbI, O KOTOPBIX 3HAIO TOJBKO 5. TpOMbl, KOTOPbIE COKPAIIAIOT MyTh AJIS TeX,
KTO UX 3HAET, U CTAHOBSITCS JJAOMPUHTOM JIJISl TEX, KTO MBITAETCS CJISA0BATH M0 HUM Oe3 MTPOBOIHUKA.

— DTO 3ByUYHT KaK KOJIJIOBCTBO, — MPOOOPMOTAT KTO-TO.

— DTO IpeBHHE TPOIIBI, MPOJIOKEHHBIE 3aJJ0JITO IO TOrO, KaK JIOAW MPHUIIUIA B 3TH MeCTa, —
HEBO3MYTHMO OTBeTW borgan. — OHM MOTUMHSIOTCS CBOMM 3aKOHAM, KOTOPBIE 51 M3YYMJT 32 TOJbI
’KU3HU B Jiecy. DTO He KOJJIOBCTBO — 3TO 3HAHUE.

TuxoH 3alyMUnBO MOTEP OOPOMY:

— 41 CKJIOHSIIOCH K JIECHOM I0pOTe, — HAKOHEIT CKa3aJl OH. — PUCK 3a01yTUThCSI MEHBIIE, YeM PUCK
CTOJIKHYTBCSI C apMHEl MEPTBELIOB Ha OTKPBHITOM IIpocTpaHcTBe. Ho pemarh JOKHBI Bce BMeCTe.

OH noBepHYJICS K JIOISAM:

— Kr0 3a T0, 9YTOOBI MITH JIEBOK TOPOTOM, Yepe3 Noss?

Heckombko pyk MOOHSIIOCH, HO X OBUIO SIBHOE@ MEHBIITMHCTBO.

— Kro 3a npaByio, uepes Jiec, ¢ borjaHom Kak mpoBOIHUKOM?

BonbmHCTBO pyK B3METHYJIOCH BBepX. CTpax nepe/] HeM3BECTHOCTHIO JIeca OKa3aJcsl MEHbIIIe,
YeM CTpax nepesi BO3MOKHOU HOBOH BCTpeUer ¢ MEPTBELIAMM.

— Pemieno, — kuBHyn TuxoH. — Mbl MIEM NpaBO TOPOTOMA.

Onecp BBIMISAAET HENOBOJBHBIM, HO CIOPUTH He cTai. OH oTcTymwJ, npomyckas bormana
rOJIOBE KOJIOHHBI, HO €T0 B3IJIsA/ ObLT MOJIOH TOJO3PEHUS M HEIOBEPUSI.

— Ecnum ThI ipenaribs Hac, KOJIyH, — TUXO CKa3all OH, Korjaa boraan mpoxoauin MUMO, — 51 TMYHO
OTHPaBJIO TeOsI B TOT MUP, C KOTOPHIM ThI TaK JIOOUIIb UTPATh.

— 4 3anomHI0 3TO TIpeIypexJeHne, Ky3Hell, — TaK Xke THX0 oTBeTHs1 boraan. — Ho TBoM yrpo3st
HarpasJieHbl He 1o azapecy. S1 He Bpar Bam. W yem ckopee Thl 3TO NONMEIIL, TeM OOJbIIE IAHCOB
y BCEX HAC BBIKHUTb.

OH nmoomeéNn K cTapocte U Hayajl OOBSCHATh OCOOEHHOCTH MapIIpyTa, KOTOPHIM OHU TIOMIYT.
SlprHa BOCHONb30Baach MOMEHTOM U rofonia k Onecio:

— ITouemy ThI Tak BpaxxaeOeH K Hemy? — cripocuiia oHa. — OH UCKpeHHE XOYeT MOMOYb.

— He 3Hato, uckpeHHe wiu HeT, — MpayHo oTBeTw1 Onech. — Ho s 3Halo, 4TO Takue, Kak OH,
HUKOI/IA HE JIeNIAl0T HUYEero MpOoCTO Tak. Y HEro ecTh CBOM LIeJIH, CBOU IUIaHbl. U 51 He yBepeH, 4To
Harie O1arornonyyre BXOIUT B HUX.

— Tol HecripaBeIMB, — MOKavyasia ronoBoi SIpunHa. — OH pucKyeT coOoit, moMorast Ham. Eciu
Opnen Cepoit [leuatu 1eiCTBUTENILHO OXOTUTCS 32 TAKMMU, KaK OH U I, TO, IPUCOEANHSSCH K HaM,
OH TOJIbKO YBEIMYMBAET CBOM IIAHCHI OBITh OOHAPYKEHHBIM.

— Opaen Cepoii [leyarn? — nepecnipocun Onech. — Yto 3710 €1e 3a HOBOCTb?

SlpuHa pacckazana emy o mpeayrpexaeHnu bornqana HacYET TaliHOTO OOIIECTBA OXOTHUKOB 32
JIOIBMH € OCOOBIME CIOCOOHOCTSIMU. OJiech CITyIIA ¢ HAPACTAIONUM OSCIIOKOHCTBOM.

— IIpekpacHo, — cKa3as oH, KOrja OHa 3aKkoH4YMJIa. — Tenepb y Hac ecTb He TOJIBKO HEKPOMAHT
C apMuell MepTBeIoB, HO U (paHATUKK-yOuidlbl. YUTo emié HaMm rpo3ut? MoXeT, IPaKOHBI CITyCTSITCS
c rop? Wnu Mopckue 4ynoBUIa BHIIONA3YT U3 pek?

— He myTu ¢ aTum, — cepbe3Ho ckazana ApuHa. — CuTyanus JOCTaATOYHO oracHa U 0e3 TBOero
capkasMa.

Orech B3IOXHYJI:
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— IIpoctu. S mpocro... Gecrokoiock. 3a TeOs1, 3a Bcex Hac. Y He Mory oTaenaTbesi OT OIyIle-
HUSA, 9YTO MBI UJIEM MPSIMO B JIOBYIIIKY.

SlpuHa nonoxuia pyky emy Ha Iievo:

— 41 nonmmaio TBoE GecriokoricTBo. [IpaBna, monnmaro. Ho ceituac Ham HYKHO JOBEPATH APYT
apyry. Bee mbl — Thl, 1, Bornan, BapBapa, naxe MuitociiaBa co CBOMMU CTPAHHBIMU ITPEICKA3AHUSIMU.
TosbKO BMECTe Mbl CMOKEM TPOUTH Yepes3 3TO.

Onecpk mocMOTpeIT Ha He€ TONTUM B3IJISIIOM, 3aTeM HaKpPbUT €€ PyKy CBOEH:

— Tot u3mennnace, Slpuna. Crana cusibHee, yBepeHHee. DTO TBOU JAap cesan Tedst Takou?

— He nap, — nokavasa ronoBoii oHa. — A 0CO3HaHHE OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOpas JISKUT HA MHE.
1 6onbliie He MOTy OBITh IIPOCTO JEPEBEHCKOM AEBYIIKOM, MEUTAIOIIEH O MPOCTOM KU3HU. Tenepp s
JOJKHA OBITh KEM-TO OOJTBIITHM.

— TrI Bcerga OblIa KeM-TO OONBIIMM I MeHd, — TUX0 ckasas Osnech. — C Toro caMmoro s,
KOTJIa Thl OCTAHOBWJIA TE€X MAJIbUMINEK, KOTOPbIe U3/IEBAIMCh HaJ Oe310MHOUM coOakoi. Tebe ObLIO
BCEro AECSTh JIET, HO Thl He I0OO0sIach BCTATh MPOTUB TpoUX pedsAT crapiue Teds. Thl Bceraa Oblia
xpadpoii, Apuna. [Ipocto Tenepb Becb MUp YBHIEI TO, UTO 51 3HAJ BCEr/a.

B ero cioBax ObLIO CTOJIBKO MCKPEHHOCTH, CTOJILKO HEMPUKPBITOrO BOCXUITIEHUs, UTO SprHa
cmyTtuiack. OHa HUKOI/A He TyMasia o cebe Kak 0 KOM-TO OCOOeHHOM, a TeM Oosee xpaOpom. OHa
MPOCTO Jieyialia TO, YTO CYUTAJIA TTPABHIIBHBIM, CIIEysl TOJIOCY CBOETO CepAla.

— Cnacu60, — TMXO cKa3asia OHa. — TBOM CJIOBA... OHM MHOT'O 3HAYar JJIsi MEHsI.

Orech yIBIOHYJICA — pelKasi, UICKpeHHsIsI yIbIOKa, KOTOpasi COBEPIIEHHO Ipeodpakayia ero
0OBIYHO CypOBOE JIUIIO:

— IIpocto momMHHM, YTO THI HE OHA B 3TOM. YUTO OBl HU CITy4MIIOCH, 1 Oymy psimoMm. Beerna.

WX pasroBop npepBa CUTHAJT pora — KOJIOHHA TOTOBWJIACH K MTPOJOJIKEHHIO MyTH. Bornan yxe
CTOSUT BO IJIaBe, TOTOBBIN BECTU UX TIO JIeCHOM Jopore. TUXOH | JIpyrue CTapedIvHbl 3aHsUTA CBOU
MecTa, PyKOBOJISI ABUKEHUEM IMOBO30K U TEIIEXO/I0B.

— MHe HyXHO BepHYThCSl K Muocnase, — ckazana Slpuna. — beperu ce6s1, Onece.

— U 1B ceOs1, — oTBeTIHN OH. — [l0 BCTpeuun Ha puBaJe.

OHHM pa3olUIICh — OH K TOJIOBE KOJIOHHBI, TJIe IITA CaMble CHJIbHBIE OOMIIbI, OHA K CepearHe,
r71e exasa crapas Beabma. Ho 4To-To M3MEHMIIOCh MEXy HUMH, KaKOe-TO HOBOE MOHUMAaHKe, HOBasI
OIM30CTh, POXKAEHHAS M3 OOIIEH OMACHOCTH M B3aMMHOTO YBaXKEHHUS.

JlecHast mopora okasajach HAMHOTO yXe U Tpy[JiHee, YeM oMU MyTHUKU. [ToBo3KM enBa
MIPOTUCKUBAJIMICh MEXKY JIePEBbSIMHU, KOJIECA TIOCTOSTHHO 3aCTPEBAIM B KOPHSIX MJIA MTPOBAJIMBAJIMCH
B CKPBITHIE IMBI. [IpUXOAMIIOCHh YaCTO OCTAaHABIMBATHLCS, YTOOBI OCBOOOXKIATh X, YTO 3HAUYUTETLHO
3aMeJIsUIO IBUKEHHE.

Bornan BEn KOJOHHY YBEpeHHO, BpeMsi OT BpeMEHH CBOPAuMBasi C OCHOBHOM JOPOTH Ha eJBa
3aMeTHbIC TPOITMHKY, KOTOPhIE, Ka3aIoCh, MOSIBIISUTUCH U3 HUOTKYJA U Beld B HUKYAA. Ho kaskapiii
a3 OHU BBHIBOIWIIM ITyTHUKOB K OoJiee JIETKUM yJacTKaM IyTH, 0OXO/s1 CaMble CJIOKHBIE MECTa.

K nonynsio Bce ycranu u mporoyiofanvck. TUXOH OOBSIBII MPUBAJ HA HEOONBIION TMONSIHE Y
pyubst. ’KeHIMHBI 3aHSTUCH PUTOTOBJIEHUEM MTPOCTON €/Tbl, MYKUMHBI TTOUJIH JIOMIAAeH U TIPOBe-
PSUTA TIOBO3KM HA TIpE/IMET TMOBPEkICHUM, IeTH, 3a0bIB Ha BpeMsi 00 OIMACHOCTAX, Oeraam Mex1y
JepPEeBbSIMU, UTPAst B IOTOHSIIKH.

SlpuHa momorasia pa3gaBath ey CTapuKkaM M paHeHbIM, Korja 3aMerwia borpana, cuasiiero
B OJMHOYECTBE Ha Kpaio noisiHel. OH He el BMeCTe CO BCeMH, JepKalcsi OCOOHSIKOM, CIOBHO He
CUUTAJ ce0s1 YacThlo TPYMITBL. DTO OBUIO TIOHSATHO — MHOTHE BCE €IE CMOTPEJIN Ha HEro C OMacKow,
HEKOTOpHIE 1aXe OTKPOBEHHO BPaXaeOHO.

HaGpaB Mucky mox1€0Ku ¥ OTJIOMHB KYCOK XJie0a, SIprHa mojonuia K Hemy:

— ThI TOJKEH MOeCTh, — CKa3aJla OHA, MPOTIruBas eny. — JleHb JOJITHid, a MyTh TPY/IHBINA.

Bornan nmocMmoTpest Ha HEE C yIMBIEHUEM, HO MPUHSI MUCKY:

— Cnacu60. He npuBBbIK, 4TO KTO-TO 3a00THTCSI 000 MHE.
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— [laTp et B uU3rHaHum, — 3aJyM4YMBO CKa3aja SIpuHa, caisch ps0M C HUM Ha MOBaJIEHHOE
nepeBo. — JI0JKHO OBITh, 9TO OBLIO OMUHOKO.

— IlepBoe Bpems — na, — npusHai borgaH, HaunHas ectb. — [loTroM npuBbIKaelns. Jlec craHo-
BUTCSI TBOMM JIOMOM, )KMBOTHBIE — TBOUMHU COCEJSIMHU, JAEPEBbsI — TBOUMHU JpPYy3bsIMU. B KakoM-TO
CMBICJIE 9TO JjaKe JIyyllle, YeM 5KU3Hb Cpeai Jiofiel. [lepeBbsi HUKOTAa He NPeJaloT, He JITYT, HE OCYXK-
JAIoT.

— Ho oHu 1 He pa3roBaprBaioT ¢ TOOOM, He CMEIOTCS, He TUIavyT, — Bo3pasuia JdpuHa. — YenoBek
HE MOXET KUTb 0e3 Apyrux moaeit. Mbl co3qaHsbl sl OOIIEHUs], AJIs1 CBSI3H.

— Mynpbie coBa AJis1 TAKOW MOJIOZION JIEBYILIKH, — C JIETKOU YJIBIOKOW cka3an borman.

— 41 MHOTO IYyMasa 06 3TOM C TexX Mop, Kak MOsIBIIACh MeTKa, — Mpu3Haiach Apuna. — O Tom,
YTO 3HAYUT OBITh CBSI3AHHBIM C IPYTUMHU — )KUBBIMU WA MEPTBHIMU. O TOM, UTO 3HAYUT OBITH MOCTOM
MeXy MUPaMHU.

bornan BHUMAaTEIbHO IOCMOTPES Ha HEE:

— U Kk KakuM BbIBOJAM ThI MpHIILIA?

— Yt0 BCe MBI CBS3aHbl HEBUIMMBIMU HUTSAMM, — MEIJIEHHO cKazaja fApuHa. — Kuble c
KMBbIMH, KUBBIE C MEPTBBIMH, JJa’ke, BO3MOXKHO, C TEMHU, KTO elI€ He poawics. M uyto moit gap — 1o
HE TPOKJIATHE W He OJIarocjioBeHue, a MpOCTO... CIOCOOHOCTh BUAETh 3T HUTH. M MHOrIa BIUATH
Ha HUX.

— YnuBuTeIbHO, — MOKavas royioBoil borgan. — be3 Besikoro o0yvenusi, 6e3 KHAT ¥ HACTABHU-
KOB, Thl IIPUIILJIA K TOHUMAHUIO, KOTOPOE MHOTHE MCKATEeJIM UCTUHBI HE JOCTUIAlOT 32 BCIO KU3Hb.

SIprHa CMyTUJIACh OT TaKOM MOXBAJIbL:

— DTO MPOCTO MBICIIU, HUYET0 OCOOSHHOTO.

— Her, 310 Heuro Gosnbitiee, — Bo3pas3wi borgaH. — 9To MHTYUTUBHOE MOHUMAHKE CYTH BEIICH.
U oHo nenaet 1eds emié Hosee EHHOM — U emmg 6oJiee OMacHOM il TakKuX, Kak Mpakooop.

— [Nouemy?

— IlotoMy 4TO OH CTpEMHUTCS pa3opBaTh ECTECTBEHHbBIE CBSI3U MEXKAY MUPaMH, CO3JaTh Xaoc,
e Bc€ cMemaeTcs. A ThI IIPeACTaBIsielb OO0 MPOTUBOMOJIOKHOE — FAPMOHUIO, OaJlaHC, TIOHUMA-
HUE €CTECTBEHHOI'O MOPSIKA BEILEH.

Onu cuaen MoTya HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, KaKIblil MOrpyKEHHBIA B CBOM MbIC/H. SIprHa HaOmo-
Jajla 32 CBOMMHU COIJIEMEHHMKaMM, 3a TeM, KaK OHM, HECMOTPsSl Ha BCE TPYIHOCTH W ONACHOCTH,
COXPaHSUIU YeJIOBEUHOCTh — AEJMJIUCH €101, TOMOTAJTH JIPYT IPYTY, MOAACPKUBAIIH CIaObIX. DTO BCe-
JISI7I0 HAZIEKly — €CJIA OHU COXPAHSAT 3TY CBA3b, ITO €JUHCTBO, BO3MOXKHO, Y HUX €CTh LLIAHC MPOTUB
TEMHBIX CWJI, KOTOPBIE IIPECIIEAYIOT UX.

BueszanHo borpan Hanpsres, misas Kyga-To BAAJIb MEXY A€PEBbMU:

— YT0-TO HE TaK, — THXO CKa3al oH. — KTo-To HaOmoaer 3a HamH.

SlpuHa mpocieania 3a ero B3MIsI0M, HO He YBU/Ie/Ia HUYero HeOObIYHOTO:

— Tet yBepen? Mokert, 3TO TPOCTO KUBOTHOE?

— Her, — nokauaz rosiosoii borgan. — 9to yenosek. M oH He oguH.

OH nofHsJICA U, He TIPUBJIeKask BHUMaHU S, ogomen K Tuxony u Oecio, KOTopsie 00CyKaan
JaJIbHEUIIUI MapiipyT. SprHa nociegosana 3a HUM.

— V¥V Hac nipoGiemsl, — 6e3 npeaucioBuid ckazan boraan. — 3a Hamu cienar. Cyas 1o Bcemy,
y’ke HEKOTOpOe BpeMSl.

— Krto? — Hanpsircst Ornech, MTHCTUHKTUBHO TOJIOKKB PYKY Ha PYKOSITh Meva. — Mpakooop?

— He nymaro, — nmokavan ronoBoit bornan. — Ero npucyTtcTBre 51 Obl MOUYBCTBOBAJ UHAYE. DTO
OOBbIYHBIE JIIOIM, HO OHU MPSAYyTCs, HaOmoaaoT. BodmoxkHo, pa3zdoitHuku. BosmMoxkHo. .. OpaeH.

— Opaen Cepoii [leyatn? — yrounus TuxoH. — Thl TOBOPUII O HUX.

— Jla, — kuBHy) Bornan. — OHu MorM y3HaTh O NosiBJIeHMM Bpat cHa u Hauyath oxorty. Takoe
CJIy4aJIOCh U PaHbIIIE.

— Yro Ham aenath? — cripocu TuxoH. — Eciiv oHM TTPOCTO HAOMIONAIOT . . .
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— OHu HaOMIONAIOT ceivac, HO CKOPO MOTYT HamacThb, — rnepedu ero bornad. — OcodeHHo eciu
MOUMYT, KTO MIMEHHO SIBJISIETCSI HOCUTEIeM Japa. HaMm Hy:KHO U3MEHHUTh MapIIpyT, 3aIyTaTh CJIC/IbI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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