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IlyTemecTBue yepes
BOJIHBI, TPABbI U MIECKHU

VYpokn pe10ku JlacToukn

AX, IoOUMBIE BHYYATa,

— MOOOMBITHBIE pedsTa.

['on mpoxoauT, HOBOrO/IUE
HezlaJiede Ha MOJXOJIe.

Bor yx Beuep, ckopo crars,
¥ TI0pa UJTU B KPOBATh.
Hy, a ckaska nepen cHom?
O6s3arensHo! HauHEM. . .

Kk

Eropka n MailieHpka, OCHOBAaTeJIbHO MEepeNavykaB CBOK OIEXK-
Iy KJIeeM U KycouKamuy Oymaru, 1eJIblid IeHb BIPE3ajIi CHEKIH-
KU M pa3InyHble (PUTrypKH, a 3aTeM BEIAIN UX Ha OKHO, HaKO-
HEll YTOMOHWINCh U IIPUTUXJIM B YIUIy, pacCMarpuBasi CTapyvH-
HYI0, IOTPEINAHHYIO, €IIE COBETCKUX BPEMEH KHUKKY C HOBOT'OJI-
HUMU KapTUHKAMHU.

— Hena! Ham cky4HO! — MUHYT Yepe3 MSTh PEIIMTEIBHO 3a-
ABJISAET BHYUKA.



— Ilotomy, uto cHera 1o cux nop Het! — Broput eil Eropka
W THIYET MAJIbIIEM B HAPUCOBaHHBIN cyrpod. — HaBepHoe, y Bcex
€CTb, a y Hac HerT!

— ¥V 3roro [lena Mopo3a He To, 4TO MOAAPKOB, Jake HACTO-
SIIAX CHEXWHOK He JIONMPOCHUINbest! — oTBedaeT Opary Marma. —
Bot ecim Ob1 y3HaTH HOMED €ro TenedoHa. .. A TO MpUAETCS, Kak
B nponuibiii HoBbIi o1, Ha yiuile IeNuTh He CHETOBUKA, a Tps-
3eBuKa! Xouercs cKa3arh eMy, XBaTUT kaJHWYaTh! YKpoil 1mo-
CKopee ropoj OesibiM ofiesisiom!

— Hy u nogapku, kone4yHo, Toxe, — gononuser Eropa, cect-
pa — mpa3IHUKOB Oe3 nomapkoB He ObiBaeT! [IpaBaa, nena?

— KoneuHo, cormanrych, HO TOJIBKO P YCJIOBUH, YTO BHI Lie-
JIBIA TOf1 Oy/IeTe CyIIaTh CTapIIUX, yOUpaTh 3a COOOM UTPYIIIKH,
TIOMOT'aTh 10 JIOMY, Hy, ¥ IIAJIUTh B Mepy. M BooOIIie, Koe-Komy
yke nmopa OauHbKHU. ByaeM yTO4YHSTh, KOMy UMEHHO, WM U TaK
MOHSTHO?

K ynuBnenuio, nerBopa Moi4a MOAHSUIACH CO CBOMX MECT
¥ ToTomnasia K JeTckoid. OOpaJoBaHHBIA STHM JEAyIIKa, CAeal
napy I1aroB K KyxHe.

— A cka3ky? — pa3ajioch y HEro 3a CMHOM. — MBI Tak KJaau
HOBYIO cka3ky! Twl em€ yrpom oberan! 3adbut, uto mu? — Ay3-
TOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA MaJIbIIIIH.

CenoBnacblil My)KUMHa MOYECaB 3aTbUIOK, MPUIIOMHUI, YTO
3a 3aBTPAKOM Takoe OOelaHue eHCTBUTEILHO MMEIO0 MECTO
OBbITh, U C SHTY3UA3MOM YTOUHWIL:

— Takc, 1 po KOro BaM CerofiHs NpeJCTaBUTh paccKas?



— Bor npo Hux, — Mariia TKHyJ1a MaJab4uKOM B CTEHKY OOJIb-
IIOTO aKBAPUYyMa.

— Ipo nArymek Obla CKa3ka, Mpo CBET/ISTYKA TOXE, a BOT PO
pHIO OT-CyTCT-By-eT! — cornamasch ¢ cectpoir Eropka B3sut e€
3a PyKY, U MOTSIHYJ B CTOPOHY BAHHOM KOMHAThI. Mo1, 4eM ObICT-
pee MOoYMCTUM 3yOhl U 3a0epEMCsI B CBOM KPOBATKH, TEM ObICTpee
Ha CBET IMOSIBUTCSI HOBas CKa3Ka!

From the series» Grandpa Ralot Tales’»

Miss Swallow’s lessons

Late December. Evening.

My beloved grandchildren George and Mary, having mucked
up their clothes with glue and sticky pieces of paper (they have
been cutting out snowflakes and various figures all day, and then
have been hanging them on the window), finally calmed down
and grew quiet in the corner, looking through an old, battered
book with New Year pictures.

— Grandpa! We're bored! — my granddaughter resolutely
declares in about five minutes.

— That’s because there is still no snow! George echoes her
and points his finger at the painted snowdrift, «There is snow
everywhere but not here.»»

— You can’t ask Santa Claus to bring presents let alone even
real snowflakes! Mary echoes her brother, «If only I could find
out his phone number! Then we would be able to call him and
ask if we are going to model a mudman instead of a snowman



again as we had to do last year!

Stop being mean! Send here a huge snow cloud and get
a move on!

— And gifts, too, — George’s sister adds, — There is no New
Year without gifts! Am I right, Grandpa?

— Of course, — I agree and continue, — But only on the
condition that you obeyed your parents and grandparents for
a whole year, put away your toys, helped your grandparents, well,
and were not too naughty... Anyway, it’s time for someone to go
to bed. Do we need to make it more specific, or is it clear?!

To my surprise, the kids are getting up from their seats and
walking away to the bedroom. I am delighted by this, take
a couple of steps towards the kitchen but I should not have.

— And what about a fairy tale? We’ve been waiting for a new
tale all day! the voices are coming up behind me. You promised
us this morning! Have you forgotten? You are getting old, aren’
t you? — the kids are exclaiming in a duet.

I am scratching the back of my head, remembering that at
breakfast I did make such a promise and then I ask in a doleful
tone:

— Well, who should I tell you about today?

— About them, — Mary pokes her finger at the wall of the large
aquarium.

— You have already written about frogs, also about a firefly,
but there hasn’t been a story about fish yet, — George agrees with



his sister then takes her by the hand and pulls her towards the
bathroom: he hopes that the sooner they brush their teeth and get
into beds, the sooner a new fairy tale will be told!



I'maBa 1. Mopckas Hayka

Pri6am B MOpe TOXe Tyro

6e3 ynblOKU JoOpoit apyra,

0e3 a30B MOPCKOM HayKH,

M30aBJISIONIEH OT IIYKH,

OT OMacHOCTE! Ha Mope

U peI0aubero J03opa.

[Tocemy 1u1st Bcex phIOEIIEK:

TIECKAPAT U OCMUHOKEK,

IIKOJIA €CTh, U HaM, JIPY3bs,

— 0e3 He€ HUKaK Hesb3sl.

skkek

[MpenopaBarens mKonsl uMeHn CHUHEro KWrta, Myapasi peioa
Jlacrouka KaprioBHa, moObiBaBIIiasi BO BCEX MOPSIX U OKeaHax,
MEJUIEHHO TUThUIA B JJAJIbHUWA TPOT, He 3a0bIBasi BHUMATEIBHO
CMOTPETD M0 CTOPOHAM: OMBIT MOJICKA3BIBAN, YTO OMACHOCTh MO-
JKET TMOoJICTeperaTh OAMHOKYIO PhIOY CIIpaBa, CiieBa U JIake CBep-
Xy, C BO3/lyXa, U C CAMOW TJIyOWHBI.

KTo 1 Kak B Hell oOy4aer
B/IAJIEKE OT 30PKUX YaeK,
Kak MIPOXOJMT B HEH yPOK,
¥ UJET OH phIOKaM BITPOK?
[Tonoxaure, BCE y3HaeM,



€CJIM CKa3Ky MPOYUTAEM.

[TpuroroBuiuce? Briepén!

Hac naBHO yuuTtenb KJET.

sksksk

JIBeHaaTh €€ YYeHUKOB — MecKapey, yI00HO PacroIokKUB-
IIKCh 32 KAMHSIMU, TIOPOCHIMMH BOJOPOCIISIMU, C HETEPIIEHUEM
KAV CBOIO JTIOOUMYIO YUUTEITbHUILY.

— Emé mapoyka conHeuHbIX OJIMKOB, M S YIUIBIBAIO HA MEJIKO-
BOJIb€, — TaM BOJIa TeIjlee U MOKHO BJIOBOJIb IIOMTPaTh B CAJIOU-
KM, — POOYJIbKAJ MaJIBIII-TIeCKaph 10 uMeHn JIxxoku. MaxHyi
MIPO3PAYHBIM TJIABHUKOM U TPEJIOKILIL:

— Pri0ara, k1o co MHOM?

— YromMoHwucs, Hernocena! BbICTpo IJIbIBU Ha CBOE MecTo! —
onépHyna ero peida-Mrma, — g Kak crapocTa Kjiacca U crapiiast
0 BO3PACTY U3 MPUCYTCTBYIONIMX 3aIIPEIal0 BCEM PaCTLIbIBATh-
csa! Ecau yunTesibHUIA ONa3/IbIBaeT, 3HAUUT, HA TO UMEIOTCS BeC-
KM€ TIPUYUHBI, MOXET ObITh, OHA Celiuac yaupaeT OT caMOW Ha-
CTOSILIIEN aKyJIbI.

— Wrna, a mouemy Harty yuuTespHHILY Bee 30BYT JlacTouka?
MHe Mama pacckasbiBajia, YTO JJACTOUKH — 3TO MTHULIbI, KOTOPbIE
BBIOT THE3/IA 0 OeperaM pek ¥ Moper, ¥ BooOIIe, O0SATCS BOJIBI,
a TIOJJIETAIOT K HEeW Ha CEeKYH Iy JIUIIb JIJISI TOrO, YTOOBI HAITUTh-
csl... — IOMHTepecoBaiack MajieHbkass Kopiolika u onmycrumaach
Ha CBOIO KaMEHb-TIapTy.

— Kak tebe He creigHo! BeyHo ThI OojTaenib XBOCTOM
Y HEBHUMATEJIbHO CITyIIaelb YPOK.



KaprioBHa emni€ Ha nepBoM 3aHSITUM PACCKA3bIBaJIA, YTO UMSI
Jlacrouka oHa mosiydmsia 3a CBOM XBOCT, TAKOW K€ JJIMHHBINA
Y Pa3[BOCHHbIN, KaK Y BO3YIIHBIX MTHII. ..

— A MOXET, Thl HAM pacCcKakelllb, KTO TaKas aKkyja U Kak OHa
BBITJIAIUT? — OecriepeMOHHO Iepeduiia crapocty Koprorka.

— ITO U €CTh TEMA HAILIETO CETOAHSIIHETO YPOKa, — OTBETUJIA
3a My KaprnoBHa, rpalino3HO BIUIbIBasi B KJIACC, — U 3alIOMHU-
Te, IECKAPUKU, YUUTeJIs HUKOTJa He OMa3/IbIBAIOT — OHU, ObIBAET,
3aJIePKUBAIOTCS UCKJTIOUUTETBHO TI0 OOBEKTUBHBIM MPUUMHAM.
Bort, Hanpumep, cerofHs s1 Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT IPUITO3JHUIIACH
MIOTOMY, YTO I10 JOPOr'e B IIKOJIy pa3MBbIIUIsIA HA TEMY, TOYEMY
y BceX pbl0 KOpoTKUi Bek! Majio KTo U3 HUX JI0KHMBAET JI0 I1y-
OOKOI CTapOCTH. ..

— [MotoMy 4TO XWITHMKM HAc JIOMAT, — OyJabKHYI [KOKH
Y Ha BCSIKUM CJIy4dal CIIPATAICA 32 KAMEHb.

— Bo-niepBbiX, nepeOuBaTh yuuTess KpailHe HEBEXJIUBO, — OT-
BeTwia Jlactouka, — a BO-BTOPBIX, Thl, OE3yCIIOBHO, MpaB. [leii-
CTBUTEJILHO, BParoB y HaC MpeaocTaToyHo. M onuH u3 HUX — 310
XMIIHUIA-aKyJIa, O KOTOPOW Mbl CETOAHS U OyJIEM TOBOPUT.



Chapter 1. Marine Science

The teacher of the school named after the Blue Whale, an
elderly fish Miss Swallow, who had visited all the seas and
oceans, was swimming slowly to the far grotto, not forgetting
to look carefully around: her life experience suggested that
danger could lie in wait for a lonely fish on the right, on the left
and even from above — from the air.

skkok

All the twelve students — little gudgeons, having made
themselves snug behind the seaweed—covered rocks, were
eagerly waiting for their beloved teacher.

— A few more patches of sunlight and I am going to swim
away into shallow water because the water is warmer there and
we can have a good time playing tag, — kid gudgeon named Jocky
gurgled. He waved his transparent fin and proposed:

— Guys, who’s coming with me?

— Calm down, fidget! Swim quickly back to your place!
Needle fish has taken him up short, — I, as the monitor of the
class, and the oldest of the present, forbid everyone to swim
away. If the teacher is late, it means that there are good reasons
for that, maybe she is fleeing away from a real shark right now.

— Needle, why does everyone call our teacher Miss Swallow?
My mother told me that swallows are birds that build nests along
the banks of rivers and seas and actually, they are afraid of water



and fly down to the water surface for a second to get some
water, — little Smelt said and sat down at her stone desk.

— Shame on you! Youre always wagging your tail and
inattentively listening to the lesson.

Miss Swallow told us at the first lesson that she got the name
Swallow for her tail, which is as long and bifurcated as the tails
of birds that fly in the air...

— And maybe you can tell us what a shark is and what it looks
like? Smelt unceremoniously interrupted the monitor.

— That is the topic of our lesson today, — Miss Swallow
answered for Needle, floating gracefully into the classroom, —
and remember, minnows, teachers are never late — they
sometimes come late but purely for objective reasons. For
example, today I have arrived a few minutes late because on the
way to our school I was pondering why all fish live short lives.
Few of them live to an old age...

—Because the predators eat us, Jocky gurgled and, just in case,
hid himself behind the rock.

— Firstly, it 1s extremely impolite to interrupt the teacher, —
Miss Swallow replied, — and secondly, you are absolutely right.
Indeed, we have plenty of enemies. And one of them is
a predatory shark, which we are going to talk about today.



I'naBa 2. XuImHuKn

OueHb axe UHTEPECHO

¥ 0COOEHHO TOJIE3HO —

3HaTh O XUITHUKAX MTOOOIIBIIIE,
YTOOBI KUTh Ha JHE TIOJOJIBIIIE.
Harnpumep, kak uriaoopox

C TOJIOBOM OOJIBIIION OH, yX! —
OH TOBAJIKM 3HAJ aKyJl,

OT 3yOOB U YIHM3HY!

Kk

— 3anomHuTe, neckaprku! AKysbl ObIBAIOT pa3HbIE.

— CuHUe U KpacHble, — TUXOHBKO CheXuaHu4an [)koku, Tak,
9TOOBI €r0 YCIIBIIIAI JIUIITL COCE]T IO KAMHIO, PHIOEHOK 110 UMEHU
CkymMOpHK.

Mex TeM yuuTeabHUIIA POIoJIKaIa:

— CymiecTByIOT OYeHb OOJIbIIKE aKyJbl U MajieHbkue. U uro
YAUBUTEJIEHO, YeM OHU OOJIbIIIe. . .

— Tewm crpariHee, — BRIKpUKHYJ ¢ MecTa II)KOKM, — MHE Ta-
Ma paccKasblBaJl, YTO B TEIUILIX MOPSAX BOASATCS TAKHUE OIPOM-
HBIE-TIPEOTPOMHbBIE AKYJIUIIM, UX €€ Ha3bIBAIOT TUTPOBBIMHU.
V Hux Takas OrpomMHasi IacTh, YTO 3Ta PHIOMINA 3apa3 MOXKET
MPOMJIOTUTH TENYIO CTaio!

— Ilxokm, He Hamo Kpuvarh! ClyX y MeHs, KaK 1 OOJIbIIMH-



CTBa PBIO, IPEBOCXONHBI. KOHEUHO, B OT/IMUME OT JABYHOTHX
Y YETBEPOHOTMX, TOMAIOIIMX O CYIIe, YIIIel y HaC HeT. 3aTo pbl-
Obl UMEIOT BCTPOEHHOE BHyTpeHHee yxo. MM, BocipuHUMaeTcs
KOJIeOaHUsI BOJIbI, B TOM 4YKCJIe U TBOSI OONTOBHS! — MpHU ITHX
cioBax KaprnoBHa Tprskapl IOCTy4asa XBOCTOM IO KaMEHHUCTO-
My JHY, PU3bIBAsl YYEHUKOB K BHUMAHUIO, MOCJIE Yero MpoJoI-
XKua:

— Wrna, Tl mpUriacuia Ha CErOAHSIIHUAN YPOK OCBMUHOKKY ?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, BOH CUJUT B YTy, IPSTYETCS.

— JIpyxoOK, caenail MHUJIOCTb, BBIITYCTA HEMHOTO YepHUJI, HAM
HAJIO KOe-4TO 3aI1carth, — o0paTuiiach Jlactouka K rocTio, — a Bhl,
JIeTH, MaKaiTe Ballli TJIABHUYKY B YEPHUJIbHBIE 0OJIaKa ¥ 3aru-
ChIBaeTe: TUTPOBBIE aKYJIbI JIJ151 PHIO COBEPIIIEHHO O€30TacHBI, T0-
9TOMY OHM MUTAIOTCS TUIAHKTOHOM, KOTOPBI COCTOUT U3 MeJ-
KHMX OpPraHU3MOB, CBOOO/IHOILIABAIOIMX B Bojie. 3armcanu? To-
ra npoaoIKUM !

Emé omHa 0coOeHHOCTh BCeX aKysl — CMeHHbIe 3yObl. OHU BCE
BpEMsI PaCTyT, 3aTeM BbINIAIAI0T, HO BMECTO CTAPbIX MOSIBIISIIOTCS
HoBbIe. [ToaTOMy THO MOpeli U OKeaHOB B MECTaxX UX OOMTaHUS,
YCESTHO MCTIOIb30BAHHBIMY aKYJIbUMU 3yOaMH. . .

KaprioBHa Hejoropopusia, Beib B STOT MOMEHT B Y3KYIO IIeJb,
UMEHYEMYIO IBEpPbIO, BJIeTeIa OOJIbINAst PHIObs TOIOBA U 3aIIEN-
KaJjla CBOEH MacCThIO.

Bce meckapu, He MeIlKast HA CeKyH/Ibl, IPYKHO MOMPSATAINCH
T0/1 KaMHe-TIapThlI.

Ha mecre ocranach i, HEBOZMYTUMAS YYUTEIbHUIIA.



— Ppi0sTa, MOXeTe CIIOKOMHO BBIIUIBIBATE M HE OOATHCA: I10-
BEPbTE MHE, ITO BCETO JIUIITh «UTIIOOPIOX» MITH «UETHIPEX3YOKa»,
HO eMy, He s Jlajia Takoe HeoObIYHOe UMsl. Bomnblve AByHOrHe,
oy, noctapanuch. Ho 1e1o He B MMeHu phIObl, a B €€ CTPOSHUM.
Cmorpure camu, — KaprnoBHa nogHsiia co J1Ha Majo4yKy U craja
THIKATh €10 B HE3BAHOTO «ITPHUIIIEIBIIA .

— Bunure, ronoBa KpyrHee, YeM TeJIO M €C/IM OH 3aCTpsIHET,
TO JIaJIbIlIe YKe He MpoJie3er.

— W uto Teneps ¢ 3TuM 3yO0acTUKOM Oyner? — MOMHTEepecoBa-
J1ach CTApOCTa, — OH MOKET TUIaBaTh XBOCTOM BIEpENn?

Jlactouka emg pa3 nmocryyasa najovykoi Mo rojioBe HECMBIIII-
N€HOM pbIObI, — ECIM 3TOT UIIOOPIOX CMOKET BKITIOUHUTH 3 THIOIO
CKOPOCTb, TO C PaJIOCThIO YIUIBIBET OT HAC U OyJeT MoTarh cebe
Ha YCBI, XOTsI MX Y JAHHOTO BUJIA PHIO HE MMeeTCs, B 00IIeM, 3a-
TIOMHHUT XOPOIIIEHBKO, YTO HEJb3s1 JIe3Th Ty/a, OTKYJa He BblIe-
3elb!

— A ecnu HeT? — BRIKpUKHYJ ¢ MecTa CKyMOUK.

— Hy, Torna B Hamei 1mkose NosSIBUTCSI HOBOE HATIISIJHOE TTO-
cobue 1o TeMe «XHUIIHUKA U UX 3yObl».



Chapter 2. Predators

— Remember, minnows! Sharks are different.

—Blue and red, — Jocky sneered softly, so that only his
classmate Mackerel could hear him.

Meanwhile, the teacher continued:

— There are very big sharks and small ones. And surprisingly,
the larger they are...

— The scarier, — Jocky cried out from his place, — My dad told
me that in warm seas there live enormous sharks, they are also
called tiger sharks. They have such huge mouths that even one
huge fish can swallow a whole school of fish at a time!

— Jocky, don’t shout! I have an excellent hearing. By the
way, most fish can hear very well. Of course, unlike bipeds and
quadrupeds walking around on the land, we don’t have ears.
But fish have a built-in inner ear. We use it to perceive water
fluctuations, including your chatter! — at these words, the teacher
tapped her tail three times on the rocky bottom, calling the
students to attention, shortly afterwards she continued:

— Needle, did you invite Mister Octopus to today’s lesson?

— Yes, of course. He is sitting in the corner, hiding.

— My friend, do me a favour, let out some ink, we need to write
something down, — Miss Swallow turned to the guest, — and
you children, dip your fins into ink clouds and write down: tiger
sharks are not dangerous for fish, because they feed on plankton,



which consists of small organisms that float freely in the water.
Have you put it down? Then let’s continue.

Another feature of all sharks is replaceable teeth. They grow
all the time, then fall out, but new ones appear instead of the
old ones. Therefore, the bottom of the seas and oceans in their
habitats is littered with used shark teeth...

The teacher did not finish the explanation because at that
moment a big head of a fish appeared in the narrow crack which
served as a door and snapped its mouth. Without delay all the
gudgeons hid under the stone desks.

Only the calm teacher remained in her place.

— Kids, you can swim out safely and have no fear: believe
me, it’s just an oxye. Big two-legged humans gave it this name.
By the way, it’s not the name of the fish, but its structure. See for
yourselves, — she picked up a stick from the bottom and began
poking it at the uninvited guest.

— You see, the head is larger than the body and if it gets stuck,
it will not be able to move any farther.

— And what is going to happen to this bull now? — the monitor
asked, — can it swim backwards?

Miss Swallow once again tapped the stupid fish’s muzzle with
the stick, — If it can swim in reverse, then it will gladly leave us
and will keep in mind that you can’t swim into a place where you
can’t get out!

— What if it fails to do it? Mackerel shouted from his place.

— Well, then our school will have a new visual aid on the topic



«Predators and their teeth».



I'naBa 3. Ha caenyromun
neHb. JleTyune pbiObI

V pbIOEIIeK cTO BOMPOCOB —
a OBIBAIOT PHIOBI C HOCOM,
KTO JIETaTh U3 HUX yMEeT,
KTO TPYCJIUB, a KTO cMeree?
Jlact yuurtesb UM OTBET,

KaK YCTpOEH pbIOuii CBET.

ek

— Jlacrouka KaprnoBna! A mpaBma, 4to pbIOBI yMEIOT Je-
TaTh? MHe 00 9TOT 3HAaKOMBIN PaK-OTIIETbHUK TOBOPUIL. S BOT
He ymeiw. IIpoOoBasa, HUKaK He MOJydYaercsi, — TapaTopuia,
He ymorikasi, Kopiorika, rbiBs 3a CBOeU yUUTEIbHULICH.

— Jla moroau 1h1, HeyroMoHHas! [lorepnu napy MuHYT U BCE
y3Haemb. Jlydie criaBail ObICTpeHBKO 3a Kapakaruieil. Ham
Ha ypoke e€ uepHWJa noHanoosrcs. CeronHs OyaeM MHOIO 3a-
NHCHIBATh, — MOXUJIast pplOa, XOTeaa BHITEPETh IJIABHUKOM TOT
co s10a, HO BOBpeMs1 BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO OHA B MOpE, J1a U BOOO-
I1Ie PHIOBI TTOTETh HE YMEIOT; PO YeI0BeYeCKoe MoBe/IeHre Obl-
JIO ONMCAHO B O/IHOM KHUTe, KOTOpasi, KOIja-To yrnajia ¢ Kopaomis
¥ TI011aB Ha JHO, XOPOIIO CKpacuila Beuep Torja IHOM JIACTOYKE;
YUTATh 9TO OYEHb MHTEPECHO, U TOJIE3HO, CaMO COO0i!



IIIxos1a nmenu CuHero
kuta. IIaTh MUHYT criycTsi

PriGbl Beskue ObIBAlOT —
XO[IST, ITOJI3AI0T, JIETAIOT.
To HOCAcTBIE, TO 3IIBIE,

a TO MPOCTO 30JI0THIE.
Haxe 1yiockue, U Te,

HE YCTYIIAT B KpacoTe.

Kk

— Ileckapu! Bbl ceronHsi yroMOHUTECh, WJIM MHE AUPEKTOpA
crofia BbI3BaTh? ['OCIIONMH 37E€KTPUYECKUI CKAT CBOUM LIMIIOM
’KMBO BCEX BAC MPUBEIET B UYBCTBO, & KOE-KOr0, CAaMOI'0 HEMNO-
CJIyILIHOTO, MOXET, 1a)Ke U TOIO. ..

— Yero, Toro? — NMUCKHYJI, BHICYHYBIIIACh M3-32 KaMHs, Ma-
JIeHbKasA XaMCHUUKa.

— Cwect! Bor yero! Ha moeli mamsATi ObIBaIM TakKe CIIydaw,
NpaB/a, KpailHe peIKoO — MPUrPO3UJIa YUUTEIIbHUIIA.

Urax. Tema cerogasmHero ypoka: «PbIObI JieTyurie U mom3y-
yue».

IIpu3HaOCh BaM 4€CTHO: B OTVIMYME OT BUEPAILHETO JHA MHE
MPUIIUIOCH ITPUIUIBITH CETOIHS 3aJ0JIr0 10 Hayasla ypoKa. ..

— [Nouemy? — B 0OBIYHOM CBOEH MaHepe MepeOuT yIuTeIbHU-
1y Henocena Jxoku.



Ho na ceil pa3 KaprnoBHa He BO3MyTHIach U HE cliesana eMy
3aMeyaHue, a CIOKOWHO MPOJOIIKIIA:

— MHe Hajio ObUIO OTKOMATh W IMPHIJIACUTh Ha YPOK PHIOY
Kambany. Jleno 1o HempocToe, Tak Kak OHa U €€ POICTBEHHU-
KM BCer/Ia 3apbhIBAIOTCS B TIECOK, KOT/Ia BUASIT OMACHOCTh. U MHe
CTOUJIO HEMAJTBIX TPYJOB OOBSICHUTD, UTO 51 HE XMITHUK U KaM-
6ajaMy He MuTalch. TONBKO ceaB el KOMIUIUMEHT, Ha3BaB
e€ camoil 00asATeTbHON W MPUBJIEKATEIbHON B MUPE PHIOO, TIO-
TOMY 4TO TOJIBKO Y He€ 00a riia3a HaXOAsATCsS Ha OJHOU CTOpO-
He... B oOmem, BcTpeuaiite, e€ «BeamuecTBO» rocroxka Kam-
6ana, coocTBeHHOM TiepcoHoit! Crapocra, mporry, 00eceYnTh
KJIaCC YepHUJIAMHU.

VYcenbimas 310, peida, Urna pa3osnuia KapakaTuily, U Ta ObICT-
po cHabaMJIa BEeCh KJIACC KpacuTeseM, JaXe OCTaBHIa B BOMIE
OO0MBIITYI0, OONAYHYIO KIISIKCY.

BceM ppidsiTam NpUIILIOCh AKTUBHO MaxaTh XBOCTAMU U TJ1aB-
HUKaMH, 9TOOBI JIOOUTHCS XOTh KAKOH-HUOYIb BUUMOCTH.

ITociie mepemMeHbI

O 3aragoyHLIX IOJIETAX
pbIOKam OoJIbIIIe 3HATh OXOTa,
0 371071eMiKe ApaBaHe,

YTO C MOBAJIKAMHU MU PAHbH,

M KTO MOXeET 0e3 BOJBI

— OTBICKATh cele efpl.



sk

C TpynoMm, HO JlacTouke CBOMM pa3JBOEHHBIM XBOCTOM Y/Ia-
JIOCh 3arHaTh HA MECTO HE B MEPY PACIIAIMBIIUXCS YYEHUKOB.

— Wrtak, npoonkaem Haill ypoK, — Ha MUHYTY OHA 331yMaJjlach
U oOpaTtuiack K kiaccy ¢ Bonpocom. — C vero Hauném? C moin-
3aI0MVX WJIH JIETAIOIIUX PhIO?

PriGsiTa ApYyKHO 3arajjieny, CJIOBHO OHM HE TOBOJIHO ILIa-
BaloIue, a jeraonme B Hebe nruibl ['anku. Kinace paznenucs
POBHO TOMOJIAM.

KapnoBHa ke BCE 3TO BpeMsl MOTajia TOJIOBOM M3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY, HE 3Hasl, KAKOW I'pyIIIe YYEeHUKOB OTAATh MPEANoYTe-
HUE.

Ha nmomons npuiiia mpocnasinas BClo nepeMeHy roctobs. OHa
I'POMKO 3a0yJIbKaJia, pacCKa3biBasi, YTO OHA BCIO )KU3Hb MeUTasa
OBITh JIETYYEeil, HO )KU3Hb, YBBI, CJIOKUJIACH TaK, YTO MPUXOAUTCS
10J13aTb.

N nums korpa Kam6ana 3amonkona, Jlactouka noeegaia yde-
HUKaM YIMBHUTEJIbHYIO UCTOPHUIO O TOM, YTO KOIJIa-TO MHOI'O JIET
Ha3a]l OHA IJIaBaj1a B I0KHBIX MOPSIX M MO3HAKOMMJIACH C HACTO-
sIIer 1eTydei peiooil, KoTopasi, yaupas OT XUIIHUKOB, HE CTpe-
MUTCSI CTIPATAThCSI BHU3Y TIOJl KAMHSIMH, 2 HA00OPOT, B3JIeTaeT
BBEPX, B BO3yX, U MOXKET MMPOJIETETH JI0 JECATU METPOB, TEM Ca-
MBIM MPUBO/IsI OXOTHUKOB-PBIO B MOTHOE HEJIOYMEHHE: Ky/a ke
MOTIJIa TIO/IEBAThCSl 3aKOHHAs 100bIYa?

— A B pekax oOUTAIOT JIeTyuue polObl? — HE BBIAEPKAI U CIIPO-
crnt CKyMOpUK.



Jlactouka HaOpasia Bo3jmyxa B kaOpbl, 4TOOBI OTBETUTD,
HO Myzpasi Kambana e€ onepeania u ObBICTPEHBKO paccKazaia
YYEHUKaM UCTOPUIO, KOTOPYIO €1 OBEAJ 3HAKOMBIH JIOCOCh. OH
YTBEPK/Ia, YTO JINYHO 3HAKOM C prIOOit o nMeHn ApaBana. Tak
BOT, OHa, TAaKOW 3JIIOIIUI XUITHUK, YTO MPOocTo yxac. [InaBaer
BO3JIE TIOBEPXHOCTH BOMBI, PACCMATPUBAET, YTO TaM TBOPHTCH,
B BO3/IYIITHOM Cpejie, ¥ KaK KOrO-TO 3aMETHT, TO cpa3y Oarl! — Bbl-
IPLITMBAET U3 BOJbI U JIOBUT B BO3/1yX€ HACEKOMBIX, HEOOJIBIIINX
TNITUIT ¥ IaKe MaJIGHbKMX 3MEU, CBUCAIOIINX C BETOK JiepeBbeB. Eé
aTraka MPOMCXOIUT TaK OBICTPO, UTO AOOBIYA OKA3bIBAETCS B Ta-
cTu ApaBaHbl OBICTpEE, YeM OCO3HAET, UTO e€ yXke Chein!

— BoIpaskato Bam CBOIO ITPU3HATEIBHOCTD, Aoporas Kamobana, —
noOJarogapuia TocThlo YUUTEIbHUIA, — TUIBIBUTE ceOe Aasblile,
BOT 3alMCOYKA C MOAPOOHBIMHA KOOPAWHATAMU MECTHOCTEH, I/e
BbI OTHIIIUTE OOJIBIIIOE KOJTUYECTBO CBOUX JTIOOMMBIX paKOOOpas3-
HBIX. A MBI TPOJOIKUM YPOK.

Yenpimas 3to, Urna nogHsIa TUIABHUK W HETEPIIEIUBO UM
pa3Maxasach.

— Cnymato 1ebs1, ommuHuI, — KaproBHa noamuisuia K crapo-
CTe U Toryauiia e€ o ocTpoii ToJIoBe.

— A ecTb pbIObI, KOTOPBIE MOTYT KUTh 0€3 BOJbI? — OyJIbKHYJIA
Ta, TIPA STOM HEYASTHHO YyTh HE YKYCHJIA YUUTEILHHUITY CBOUMU
OCTPBbIMH 3yOKaMH.

— [lonumaere, netku, — Jlactouka BCILIbUIA BBEPX, K CAMOMY
MOTOJIKY TPOTA, U MIPOAOJIKIIIA, — B MOPSIX U OKEaHaX eCTh TaKKe
MecTa, Tie MOpe ePUOANYECKH OTCTYIAET OT CYIIIY Ha HECKOJb-



KO KUJIOMETPOB, TAKOE SIBJIEHUE HA3bIBAETCSl «OTJIUB», U JIJIUT-
Cs1 OH HECKOJIbKO 9acoB. Ho ecTb Takme phiObl, Kak AHabac wim
pHIOA-TION3YH, TaK BOT, OH MOXET IEPEIBUTAThCS AaXe MO KaMe-
HHUCTOMY Oepery 1enbix Bocemb yacoB! M nHoraa nepenonzathb
U3 OJTHOTO BOJIOEMA B IPYTOM, ITPaB/a, TOJIHKO HOYBIO, UTOOBI SIP-
KO€ COJIHLIE HE BBICYILIMJIO €0 YelllyIo.

— HaBepHoe, Tak 1 nosiBjIsieMcst Mbl, peIObI, B 03€pax 1 00JIO-
Tax, IJie HaC paHbllle He ObLIO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA JA0ra/|IuBasi CTa-
pocra.

— BriBaer, uto 1 Tak. Ho B OCHOBHOM 3TOMY CHOCOOCTBYIOT
TITUILIBL.

— K10? — xopom B HeoymeHun OyJIbKHYJI KJ1acc.

— Ha-nma. 1 B 3TOM HET HUYero yauBurtesbHOro. IlepHareie,
T1aBasi Mo MOBEPXHOCTU BOJIbl, CBOMMM JIAIIKaMHU LIETUISIIOT Hallly
MKPHUHKH, Te MPUWIMNAIOT K JIaKaM, ¥ TaKUM 00pa3oM, MepeHo-
cATcs B Apyrue BogoéMel. Ho Ha cerogHs 31o Bce€. 3anuimmre
JoMailtHee 3aj1anue, — JlacTouka Ha MUHYTY 33 {yMaJiaCh, YTOOBI
9TAKOE 3a/1aTh CBOMM YUEHHUKaM, U JIa)Ke 3aKpbuia [71a3a. A Korjaa
OTKPbLIA, B IPOTE y’ke HUKOro He ObLI0. JIniib HenoBOpOTIMBas
Kambana HuKyna He yruibuia, Bellb OOHapyKHJla CBOMX JTIOOMMBIX
PayKOB MPSIMO Y BXOJA B I'POT.



Chapter 3. The next day. Flying fish

— Miss Swallow! Is it true that fish can fly? A hermit crab told
me about it. As for me, I can’t. I tried, but I failed to make it.—
Smelt chattered without a stop, following her teacher.

— Hold on, you restless! Wait for a few minutes and you
will learn it. You had better swim quickly and fetch Madam
Cuttlefish. We need her ink for the lesson. We are going to write
a lot today, — the elderly fish wanted to wipe the sweat from her
forehead with a fin, but remembered in time that she was in the
sea, and in fact, fish cannot sweat.

Blue Whale School. Five minutes later

— Gudgeons! Are you going to calm down today? If not, I will
have to call the head master here! Mister Stingray, with his thorn
will bring you into line in no time, and somebody, the most
disobedient, may be...

— What? What may happen to that fish? — squeaked little
Khamsa, peeking out from behind a stone.

— May be eaten up! That is what I mean! As far as I remember,
it has happened so, but actually, very seldom.

So, the topic of today’s lesson is «Flying fish and Creeping
fish».

I will be honest with you. Unlike yesterday, today I had
to arrive here long before our class started. ..

— Why? - Jocky, the fidget, interrupted the teacher in his usual



manner.

But this time Miss Swallow did not resent or reprimand him.
She just continued calmly:

— I had to dig out and invite Miss Flounder to the lesson. This
is not an easy task, for she and her relatives always burrow into
the sand when they see danger. And I had to make a special effort
to explain that I am not a predator and do not feed on flounders.
Only when I gave her a compliment having called her the most
charming and attractive fish in the world, because she is the only
fish that has both eyes on the same side... In a word, meet her
«beautifulness» Mrs. Flounder in person!

On hearing this, the monitor of the class fish Needle made
Madam Cuttlefish angry, and the latter filled the whole class with
her ink.

All the minnows had to wave their tails and fins vigorously
to be able to see something in the ink clouds.

After the break

Miss Swallow had difficulty in driving back all the naughty
students to their places. She was doing it with the help of her
bifurcated tail.

— Well, to resume, — she said, then thought for a minute and
addressed the class with a question: — Where do we start? Shall
we begin with creeping or flying fish?

The little fish started making a hubbub, as if they were not
under water, but were flying in the sky like jackdaws. The class
was split in half.



Meanwhile, the teacher was turning her head from side to side,
not knowing which group to prefer.

The guest that had slept for the entire break, came to her
rescue. She gurgled loudly and said that all her life she had been
dreaming of flying, but, alas, she had to crawl.

And only when Miss Flounder closed her mouth, Miss
Swallow told the students an amazing story. Once, many years
ago she was swimming in the southern seas and met a real flying
fish. While fleeing from predators this fish does not hide under
the stones, but on the contrary, but it flies up in the air and can
fly up to ten meters. The rest fishes get totally bewildered — they
cannnot understand where their legal prey went.

— Do flying fish live in the rivers? — Mackerel asked with
anxiety. Miss Swallow took a breath in the gills to answer, but
wise Miss Flounder was ahead of her and vividly told the students
a story which a friend Salmon had told her. He claimed to be
personally acquainted with a fish by name Aravana. Well, she
is the most terrible predator. She swims near the surface of the
water, examines what is happening there in the air, and as soon
as she notices someone, immediately jumps out of the water and
catches insects, small birds and even little snakes hanging from
tree branches in the air. Her attack is so quick that the prey is
in Aravana’s mouth faster than it realizes that it has already been
eaten!

— Thank you, dear Miss Flounder, — the teacher thanked the
guest, — you can swim further, here is a note for you, with the



coordinates of the place where you will find a large number
of your favorite crustaceans, and we will continue the lesson.
On hearing this, Needle raised her fin and waved it
impatiently.
— You may answer, — the teacher swam up to the monitor and
stroked her sharp head.

— Are there any fish that can live without water? she gurgled
and accidentally almost bit the teacher with her sharp teeth.

— You see, children, — Miss Swallow came up to the vault
of the grotto, and continued, — there are places in the seas and
oceans where the sea periodically recedes from the land for
several kilometers, this phenomenon is called «low tide», and
it lasts for several hours. But there are such fish as Anabas or
creeper fish, and so, it can even move along the rocky shore for
eight hours! And sometimes it crawls from one pool to another
but only at night, so that the bright sun does not dry out its scale.

— Probably, this is how we, fish, appear in lakes and swamps,
where we have not been before! exclaimed the quick-witted
monitor.

— It happens so. But mostly birds do it.

— Who? the class gurgled in bewilderment.

— Yes, yes. And there is nothing surprising in this. Birds,
floating on the water surface, their paws cling to our eggs, they
stick to the claws, and thus are transferred to other pools. But
that’s all for today. Write down your homework, — Miss Swallow



thought for a minute musing on some additional home task and
even closed her eyes. And when she opened them, there was no
one in the grotto. Only the clumsy Flounder did not swim away
and was looking for her favorite crustaceans right at the entrance
to the grotto.



I'nasa 4. CoBMecTHas KU3Hb

Bpozne kyct, a MoxkeT ppida —
oJ, BOAOH *KMBas MIbIOA.

— Heyxenu Tak ObiBact

B TOJTyOOM TIOIBOJTHOM Kpae?
Kro orBetut Ha Bomnpoc —
YTO TaKOEe CUMOMO03?

Kk

Jlacrouka KaprnoBHa m3anm modoBanack 6e33a00THOM UTpoit
B JIOTOHSJIKY CBOMX MOJOIICYHBIX.

Pri0sATa pe3BuMch, He oOpailiass HUKaKoro BHUMaHUS Ha IPH-
OJMVDKAIONIMICS K HUM KYCT.

Jlvis HeKOTOpOe BpeMsl CITCTsI camasi HaOmoaTesIbHas Phbl-
6a-Urna Bapyr 3amepia B BEPTUKAJILHOM TOJIOKEHUH, CIIOBHO
OHa MOPCKOW KOHEK.

— Oii! Yuurenpanna! Yro 310? Kyct xwuBoii! Pa3se Takoe Obl-
Baer?

— Emg kak, — TMXO Mpou3HeCia HACTABHMIIA, YTOOBI HE CITyT-
HYTh TPOMKHM 3BYKOM OYE€peIHOE HarJsIHOe IMocoOue i
MIPEJCTOSIIIETO 3aHATHS.

— Pacckaxure, moxanyncra, — XOpoM, HO M TaKKe HIENOTOM
TIONIPOCHIIU PHIOATA.

— Torpa nusiBéM B Ki1acc. Tema ceronHAIHero ypoka — «CuM-



0H103».

W y4eHWKH, BBHICTPOMBIINCH B POBHYIO KOJIOHHY, TOTUTBUIA
B I'POT, Pa3MBIIUISISE HAJl MY/IPEHBIM CJIOBOM, TOJIBKO UTO IPOU3-
HECEHHBIM yUUTEJIbHULICH.

Kt0 moneuurt, kTo momoxer
OOHOBUTH PHIOSUBIO KOXKY,

C TEMU MOTYT U COPYKUTHCS
TOI03PUTEITBHBIE JIUTIA.
Hampumep, KTo urcTuT 3y0HI,
TeX, aKyJIbl eCTh He OyIyT.
Bot Takoit monBogHBIN Kpai.
Nurepecno? [ouuraii!

Kk

— KT0 U3 Bac BUaen KUBBIX akyJ? — MOMHTEpecoBasiach Jla-
CTOUKa, KOria BCE OMYCTUJIMCh HA CBOU MAPThI-KaMEIIKH.

— Pa3 Bce Ha MecTe, TO HUKTO M He BUJIe)! — OTBETHJIA 3a KJlacc
crapocra-Hrma.

YuurensHMLIA YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJIA U IIPOJOJIKUIIA:

— AKyJH ¥ POYME MOPCKHUE XUIIHUKK CBOM CTPAIITHbIE 3yObl
HE YUCTAT. V1 Mex 1y HUMU OCTAETCSI MHOTO IULIH.

[TosToMy Halia MaTyIiKa-mpupoaa COTBOPUIIA PhIO-UNUCTUIIb-
IIIUKOB, KOTOPbIe He OOSTCS 3aIUIbiBaTh B CTpAIIIHbIC 3yOacThie
MACTH U MOEJATh TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh, & TAKKE YHUUTOXKATh OMEPT-
BEBIIIYIO KOXKY ¥ 9KTOMAPA3UTOB, OOUTAIOIINX HA TeJaX KPYITHBIX
pbIO. DTO MEpBHIN MPUMEP CUMOMO03a, KOT/Ia XUITHUKU HE eIsAT



MEJIKUX COPOIMYEN, MPUHOCSIIMX UM MOJb3y. A T€ JOBOJIbCTBY-
I0TCS JIETKOW Y BKYCHOM TTUIIEH, TIPA STOM 00€ PHIOBI ITOTyJaioT
OT TaKO APYKObl BBITOLTY.

—IT0 U ecTb cuMOM03? — TSIHYJIa BBEPX IUIABHUK OTJIMYHMIIA
Urna.

YunrtensHuIa He OTBETHIIA HA BOMPOC JIIOOUMHUIIBI M CIOKOM-
HO ITPOZIOJIKAJIA.

— Bbl oOpatiiiu BHUMaHKe — y HaC B KJlacce HOBEHbKast?

Bce npyxHO 3arangeny v crajim paccmarpusars rpot. Hako-
Hell, OHA OTHICKAJIM HeOOJIBIYI0 PHIOKY, TPATABIIYIOCS 32 Ka-
MEHb B CAMOM JAJIbHEM YIIIy.

— OkTa, 1eTKa, BBIXOAM CI0Ja, IyCTh BCE YBUIAT TBOU Mepel-
HUI CIIMHHOM TUIABHUK, — JIACKOBO MOIMPOCHJIA YUUTEJIbHUIIA.

— He-a. 4 crecHA0Ch, O4EHDb, — PA3AAJIOCH U3-3a KAMHS.

— Hy, Oynp ymuauneid. He Govics. ¥V Hac peiosita noopbie. OHu
cMesThesl He cTanyT. O6emaio. [1bBY ckopeil, MoKasbIBai, 4To
y TeOsl Takoe OCOOEHHOE, MBI TOXE XOTHM, KaK TBOU POAUTEIH,
My TeIIeCTBOBATh OBICTPO M, TJIABHOE, OE30MaCHO, — YIpaIrnBaia
HOBEHBKYIO JlacTouka.

Okra BuenmiIach B 6aHT U3 OypbIX BOIOPOCIEH, HAIEThIi TO-
BEpPX I'0JIOBbI, ¥ MOTSIHYJIA €rO.

Bonopocnu onmycTiiich Ha NECOK, U Bce (KpOMe YUUTENIbHU-
IbI) OpYKHO axHynu. Ha criviHe HOBEHbKOW ObLIH... camble Ha-
CTOSIIIIME. .. IPUCOCKHU.

—Boraro na! Cumnarnunsie! S Toxe Takue xouy! Kak orpac-
TWIAa? — Ha OAHOM JpIxaHWM Bhmamwia Kopromka, — nenucek



C IpYy3bsIMU TIPSIMO cervac!

— Onu HyxHBI Hamie#t OKTe 1)1 TOrO, YTOOBI IPUCACHIBATHCS
K OPIOXY aKyJIbl, — OTBETHJIa BMECTO PHIOKU YUUTEIbHUIIA, — C T10-
MOIIBIO 3TO YHUKAJIBHOM MPUCOCKU €€ POIUYM KPEATCS K JII0-
00l KPYMHOU phIOMHE UM OOJBIIIOMY MOPCKOMY KMBOTHOMY,
TUIABAIOT Ha «OECIUIATHOM TPAHCIIOPTE», UTO U YIOOHO, U 6e3-
OIACHO.

— U nonaiot To, YTO XMITHUKU HE JOEJIU, — BBIKPUKHYJI C MECTa
JKOKM.

— U BoBce Her! — oOuaenach HOBEHbKast U HajIy/Ia TyOKd, —
MBI, MBbI. .. TUTAEMC$ TJITAHKTOHHBIMUA OpraHu3Mamu. Bot!

— D70 TO)e cCUMOKO03? — MOMHTEpecoBalach XaMCHUYKa.

— VBHl, Het! — JlacTouka nmocryyasia XBOCTOM MO KaMHIO, IPU-
3bIBasi Bcex K tummHe... OHa XxoTena emi€é 4To-To J0OaBUTH,
HO B KJIACC, OXasi U KPSIXTSl, BBAJIWJICS )KMBOM KYCTapHUK.

— ITo3Bonbre mpeacraButhesi — Kpad-otimensuuk Bacwuid,
a Ha CIIMHE y MEH JIy4dlias nogpyra — aktuaus Bacumca. Co-
CE/ICTBYEM BMECTE YK€ MHOTO JIET, 51 YKE Y HE IOMHIO, KaK 10 Ha-
CTOSIILIEMY BBIIJISIKY, HO aKTUHMS, KaXKETCsl, MEHSI TOYHO YKpa-
11aer.

— Jletn, BOT BaM npuMep «00s3aTeJIbHOr0 CUMOM03a», — IIPo-
JOJDKAJIA 32 TOCTS YUUTENIbHUIA, — CHAYaJ1a COBEPIICHHO pa3HbIe
MOPCKHUE CYIIIECTBA HAXOAAT APYT JIPyra, MOTOM Kpad «yroBapu-
BaeT» AKTUHUIO MEepeceuTbCs K HeMy Ha criuHy. U spoBuTas
Bacunuca 3ammiaer ero or mapa3suToB U XUITHUKOB, a Bacu-
JIUU Iy TENIECTBYET C HEM IO MOPCKOMY JHY, JaBasi BO3MOKHOCTb



HaxonuTh OoJbiie muiy. CornacuTech, CUIETh U JIONTO KAaTh,
KOTJla MAMO TeOsI TPOIUTBIBET YTO-TO BKYCHEHBKOE, XyXke, YeM
caMmoU TomaTh K JIeJUKaTecy, MpUUeM He HOKKAMU, a Ha CITMHE
Jydiiero apyra!

PriOsiTa cymanu KapnoBHy, pacKpbIB pThI, JIUIITb TUXOHBKO
IIeBEJIIIY TUIABHUKAMU.

Mexny Tem JlacTouka yxke mucaia CBOUM XBOCTOM Ha TeCKe
TeMy JOMAIlTHero 3a/1aHusl.

«Jloragarecst UM CPOCUTh Y POTUTENEH, C KM JAPYKUT Balll
Bua! U kakas oT 3Toro mosydvaercst Beiroga? Benb mpuHOCUTH
MOJIb3Y ¥ UMETh 3aIUTy OUYeHb MPUSTHO» !



Chapter 4 Symbiosis

Miss Swallow was watching her students playing tag from
a distance.

The fish frolicked, not paying any attention to the bush which
was approaching them.

Only some time later, the most sharp-sighted Needle suddenly
stopped dead in an upright position, as if she were Seahorse.

— Oh! Teacher! What's this? The bush is alive! How can it be?

— Yes, it happens so, — Miss Swallow said quietly, so as not
to frighten away another visual aid for the forthcoming lesson
with a loud sound.

— Tell me, please, — the fish asked together in a whisper.

— Then let’s go to our classroom. The topic of today’s lesson
1s «Symbiosis».

All the students, having linied up in a regular column, swam
into the grotto, pondering over the tricky word just uttered by the
teacher.
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— Which of you have seen live sharks? asked the teacher when
everyone sat down at their stone desks.

— Since everybody is in their place and nobody is missing, so
no one has seen them! — Needle, the monitor, answered for the
classmates.

The teacher nodded in satisfaction and continued:



— Sharks and other marine predators do not clean their terrible
teeth and that is why there is plenty of food stuck between them.

Therefore, our Dame Nature created cleaner fish that are not
afraid to swim into the terrible toothy mouths and eat what is left
as well as destroyed dead skin and ectoparasites that live on the
bodies of large fish. This is the first example of symbiosis, when
predators do not eat small relatives that are of use. The latter are
content with light and tasty food. Thus both fish benefit from
such friendship.

— Is this symbiosis? — Needle, the excellent student, was
raising the fin. The teacher did not answer her pet’s question and
continued calmly:

— Have you noticed that there is a newcomer in our class?

Everyone started clamoring and began to examine the grotto.
Finally, they have found a small fish hiding behind a rock in the
farthest corner.

— Octa, baby, come out here, let everyone see your front dorsal
fin, — the teacher asked kindly.

— Nope. I'm very shy, — a voice came from behind the stone.

— Well, be a good fish, do not be afraid. Our students are kind.
They won’t laugh. I assure you. Swim up to me quickly and show
us something special that you and your parents have to travel
quickly and, what is more important — safely, — Miss Swallow
begged the new student.

Octa approached the board, seized with her teeth a large bow
of brown seaweed, which was on her head, and pulled it down.



The aglae fell on the sand and everyone except the teacher
gasped. On the back of the new student were... real... suckers.

— Wow! They are cute! I want such suckers, too! How did you
grow them? — Smelt blurted out in one breath, — share them with
your friends right now!

— Our Octa needs suckers in order to stick to the belly
of a shark, — the teacher answered, — with the help of this unique
suction cup her relatives stick to any large fish or large sea animal
and swim using «free transportation™ which is both convenient
and safe.

— They eat what predators haven’t eaten up, — Jocky shouted
from his seat.

— Not at all! — the new student was offended and pouted her
lips, — we, we... feed on planktonic organisms.

— Is this also symbiosis? asked Hamsa.

— Alas, it is not. Miss Swallow tapped the stone with her tail,
calling everyone to silence... she wanted to add something else,
but a living bush tumbled groaning into the classroom.

— Let me introduce myself — Basil, the Hermit Crab, and on
my back I have my best friend Basilia anemones. We have been
living together for many years... I ...am... Well, excuse my bad
memory, I forgot what I wanted to say...my old age, you know.

— Children, here is an example of «obligatory “symbiosis, —
the teacher continued answering for the guest, — first, completely
different sea creatures find each other, then the crab «persuades»
the sea anemone to move to its back. Poisonous Basilia protects



him from parasites and predators, and Basil travels with her along
the seabed, making it possible to find more food. Admit that,
waiting for a long time for something tasty to swim by you is
worse than coming to the delicacy yourself, and not walk, but
ride on your friend’s back!
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