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HyTeIIIeCTBI/Ie 4€peEe3 BOJHBI, TPABbI U IICCKHU

VYpoku peioku JlacToukn

AX, moOnMble BHy4ara,

— JIOOOTBITHBIE pedsTa.

l'on mpoxoauT, HOBOroIMe
HeZajieye Ha MOoJIXofe.

Bort yx Beuep, ckopo crarh,
¥ 1I0pa UITU B KPOBATh.
Hy, a cka3ka nepe cHom?
Obs3arenbHO! HaunéMm. ..

keksk

Eropka u MaieHpka, OCHOBaTe/IbHO TIeperiauykaB CBOIO OJek/Iy KJieeM U KycOuKamu Oymarw,
LEJIBIA IeHb BhIPE3aJId CHEXXUHKU U Pa3IuuHble (PUTYPKH, a 3aT€M Belllald UX Ha OKHO, HAKOHell
YTOMOHWJIMChH U PUTUXJIU B YIJTy, PACCMaTpUBasi CTApUHHYIO, IOTPENAHHYIO, EI1I€ COBETCKUX BPEMEH
KHUKKY C HOBOTOJHUMU KapTUHKAMM.

— Jena! Ham ckyuHO! — MUHYT uepe3 MsTh PEIIUTENIbHO 3asBJIsSET BHYUKA.

— Ilotomy, uTo cHera 10 cux mop HeT! — BTOpUT el Eropka v ThIueT najiblieM B HapUCOBAHHBIN
cyrpo6. — HaBepHoe, y Bcex ecTb, a y Hac HeT!

— ¥ atoro [lena Mopo3a He To, 4TO MOJAPKOB, JaXe HACTOSIIUX CHEXKUHOK He TOMPOCHIIbCs ! —
otBeuaeT Opaty Mamma. — Bot ecii b1 y3HaTh HOMED ero TesiepoHa. . . A TO IPUAETCS, KaK B IPOILIBINA
HoBeiii rof, Ha ynuiie IenuTh He CHETOBHKA, a rpsizeBUKa! XoueTcsi cKa3aTh My, XBaTUT KaJAHUYATh!
VYkpoil nockopee ropoz 6esbM ofesiiom!

— Hy u nonapku, kKoHeuHO, ToXke, — nononHser Eropa, cecrpa — mpa3qHUKOB Oe3 MOJAapKOB
He ObiBaet! [lpaBna, nema?

— Koneuno, cormariryce, HO TOJIBKO MPH YCJIOBUY, UTO BbI LIEJIbIN rof1 Oy/ieTe cylarh CTapIiux,
yOuparhb 3a coOOOW UrPYIIKH, TOMOTaTh IO JIOMY, HY, U IIAJTUTh B Mepy. M BooOIle, Koe-KoMy yike
nopa 0auHbKU. ByiemM yTOuHATh, KOMY UMEHHO, WM U TaK MOHSATHO?

K yauBnenuio, geTBopa Mosya MojHsIIaCh CO CBOMX MECT U MoTomaia K AeTckoil. O0pagoBaH-
HBII 3TUM JIe[lylIKa, C/IeNal napy IaroB K KyxHe.

— A cka3ky? — pa3[anoch y HEero 3a CruHoi. — Mbl Tak k/1a1u HOBYIO cka3ky! Thl emé yrpom
oberan! 3a0bL1, YTO JIU? — JIyITOM BOCKJIMKHYJIM MaJIBIIIIH.

CenoBachlii MyXK4MHa IOYECaB 3aThUIOK, TPUTIOMHII, YTO 32 3aBTPAKOM TaKoe oOelaHue Jei-
CTBUTEJIHO UMEJIO MECTO ObITh, U C SHTY3UA3MOM YTOUHIIT:

— Takc, 1 Ipo KOro BaM cerofiHs MpeacTaBUTh pacckasz?

— Bor npo Hux, — Marma TKkHy/1a NaJbuuKOM B CTEHKY OOJIBIIIOTO aKBapuyMa.

— Ipo naArymiek Obl1a cka3ka, Mpo CBETISYKA TOKE, @ BOT MPO PbIO OT-CyTCT-BY-eT! — cornaiia-
sich ¢ cecTpoyi Eropka B3si1 €€ 3a pyKy, U IOTSIHYJI B CTOPOHY BaHHOW KOMHaThl. MoJ1, uem ObIcTpee
MOYUCTUM 3yOBI 1 320€pEMCS B CBOM KPOBATKH, TEM ObICTpee Ha CBET MOSBUTCSI HOBasl CKa3Ka!

From the series» Grandpa Ralot Tales’»
Miss Swallow’s lessons
Late December. Evening.
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My beloved grandchildren George and Mary, having mucked up their clothes with glue and
sticky pieces of paper (they have been cutting out snowflakes and various figures all day, and then
have been hanging them on the window), finally calmed down and grew quiet in the corner, looking
through an old, battered book with New Year pictures.

— Grandpa! We're bored! — my granddaughter resolutely declares in about five minutes.

— That’s because there is still no snow! George echoes her and points his finger at the painted
snowdrift, «There is snow everywhere but not here.»»

— You can’t ask Santa Claus to bring presents let alone even real snowflakes! Mary echoes her
brother, «If only I could find out his phone number! Then we would be able to call him and ask if
we are going to model a mudman instead of a snowman again as we had to do last year!

Stop being mean! Send here a huge snow cloud and get a move on!

— And gifts, too, — George’s sister adds, — There is no New Year without gifts! Am I right,
Grandpa?

— Of course, — I agree and continue, — But only on the condition that you obeyed your parents
and grandparents for a whole year, put away your toys, helped your grandparents, well, and were not
too naughty... Anyway, it’s time for someone to go to bed. Do we need to make it more specific,
or is it clear?!

To my surprise, the kids are getting up from their seats and walking away to the bedroom. I am
delighted by this, take a couple of steps towards the kitchen but I should not have.

— And what about a fairy tale? We’ve been waiting for a new tale all day! the voices are coming
up behind me. You promised us this morning! Have you forgotten? You are getting old, aren’ t you? —
the kids are exclaiming in a duet.

I am scratching the back of my head, remembering that at breakfast I did make such a promise
and then I ask in a doleful tone:

— Well, who should I tell you about today?

— About them, — Mary pokes her finger at the wall of the large aquarium.

— You have already written about frogs, also about a firefly, but there hasn’t been a story about
fish yet, — George agrees with his sister then takes her by the hand and pulls her towards the bathroom:
he hopes that the sooner they brush their teeth and get into beds, the sooner a new fairy tale will
be told!
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I'naBa 1. Mopckas Hayka

Pribam B Mope TOke Tyro

6e3 yapIOku JoOpo Apyra,

0e3 a30B MOPCKOI HayKH,

M30aBJISIONIECH OT IIYKH,

OT OMACHOCTeW Ha MOpe

M ppI0aubero J030pa.

[Mocemy a5 Bcex phIOEIIeK:

MeCKapsAT U OCMUHOXEK,

IIIKOJIa €CTh, U HaM, APY3bs,

— 0e3 He€ HUKaK HeJb3sl.

keksk

[Mpenonasarensb mkoasl uMenn CuHero kuta, myapas pbida Jlacrouka KaproBHa, moObiBaB-
11ast BO BCEX MOPSIX M OKeaHax, Me/IJIEHHO IUIbUIA B JAJIBHUI I'POT, HE 3a0bIBasi BHUMATEILHO CMOT-
PETh 110 CTOPOHAM: OTIBIT OJCKA3bIBAJI, YTO OITACHOCTh MOKET MOJCTEPEraTh ONMHOKYIO PhIOY CIipaBa,
CJIeBa U JIaXke CBEepXY, C BO3/AyXa, U C CAMOH ITyOUHBI.

Kto 1 Kak B Heli o0yJaeT

BAAJIEKE OT 30PKUX Yaek,

KaK IPOXOAMT B HEW YPOK,

U UIET OH PHIOKaM BITPOK ?

[Tonoxoute, BCE y3HaeM,

€CJIM CKa3Ky IPOYUTAEM.

[TpuroroBuiuce? Briepén!

Hac gaBHO yuurenb KO€T.

keksk

JIBeHaauaTh e€ yYEeHUKOB — TMecKapey, yI0OHO pacroNoKUBIIMCh 32 KAMHSIMH, TIOPOCIIUMHU
BOJIOPOCIISIMH, C HETEPIIEHHEM >KIaJTH CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO YUUTEJIBHUILY.

— Em¢ napouka conHeyHbIX OJIMKOB, U s YIUTBIBAIO HA MEJTKOBObE, — TAM BOJIA TETUIee M MOKHO
BJIOBOJIb TIOUTPaTh B CAJIOYKH, — MPOOYIIbKAT MaJIbIII-TIeCKapb 10 MMeHH [[xoku. MaxHyn npo3pay-
HBIM [UIABHUKOM U MTPEIJIOKWIT:

— Pribsra, kto co MHOMI?

— Yromonwce, Henocena! BricTpo TUIBIBY Ha CBOE MecTo! — of€pHyIIa ero peioa-Mria, — s Kak
cTapocTa KJjlacca U cTapiiasi o BO3pacTy U3 IPUCYTCTBYIOILIMX 3allpelial BceM paciuibiBatbes! Ecnin
YUMTEJIbHUIIA OTa3/IbIBACT, 3HAUUT, HA TO UMEIOTCSI BECKHE TIPUYUHBI, MOKET ObITh, OHA ceiuac yiu-
paeT OT caMOl HACTOSIIEN aKYJIbl.

— Urna, a noueMy Haily yuutenbHHIly Bce 30BYT Jlactouka? MHe Mama pacckasbiBasia, uTo
JIACTOYKY — 3TO MTHIIbI, KOTOPHIE BBIOT THE3/IA 1O OeperaM pek v Mopel, 1 BooOie, OOsITCsl BOIbI,
a TOJITIETAIOT K Hell Ha CeKYH/1y JIMIIb JJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI HAITUTHCS. .. — TOMHTEPECOBATIACH MAJICHbKAs
Kopromika 1 onmyctuiiack Ha CBOIO KaMEHb-IIApTYy.

— Kak te6e He cthigao! BeuHo ThI GomTaelb XBOCTOM ¥ HEBHUMATEIBHO CITyIAellb YPOK.

KaprioBHa e1i¢€ Ha nepBoM 3aHATHM paccKasblBajia, yTo UM JIacTouka OHa NOJy4yuIia 3a CBOU
XBOCT, TAKOH K€ JJIMHHBIA U Pa3JBOCHHbII, KaK Y BO3IYLIHbIX IITHLI. ..

— A MOXeT, Thl HAM PacCKaKelllb, KTO TaKas aKyja M KaK OHa BBINIAOUT? — OecriepeMOHHO
nepedmia crapocty Kopromika.

— DTO U ecTb TeMa Halllero CEerogHsIIHEro ypoka, — otBetwia 3a My Kapnosna, rpanu-
O3HO BIUIbIBasi B KJIAacC, — M 3allOMHUTE, MECKapUKU, YUUTENs] HUKOIZIA HE OMa3[blBalOT — OHH,

8



A. Panor, H. Tuk, A. KoccakoBckasi. «IlyreiiectBue uepe3 BOJIHbI, TPABbl U TIECKU»

ObIBaeT, 3a/ICPKUBAIOTCS UCKIIIOYUTENTHHO TI0 OOBEKTHBHBIM NMPUUMHAM. BoT, Hanpumep, ceromHs s
Ha HECKOJIbKO MMHYT IIPUIIO3/IHUJIACH [TOTOMY, YTO I10 JOPOr'e B IIKOJIy pa3MbIIILIsAIA HA TEMY, [IOYEMY
y BCeX pbI0 KOPOTKUM Bek! Majio KTO U3 HUX JIOKHUBAET JI0 TTyOOKON CTApOCTH. . .

— IMoToMy YTO XHWIITHUKH HAC JIOMAIOT, — OyJbKHYJ J[)KOKM M Ha BCSKWU CIy4aid CHpsATaCs
32 KAMEHb.

— Bo-niepBhix, mepeduBaTth yuuTess KpaiiHe HeBeXJIMBO, — OTBeTHIa JIacTouka, — a BO-BTOPBIX,
ThI, O€3YCJIOBHO, TpaB. [IeHCTBUTEIILHO, BParoB y HaC MpeaocTatouyHo. Ml ofiuH U3 HUX — 3TO XHUIII-
HUIIa-aKyJia, O KOTOPOW MbI CErOHS ¥ OyJeM T'OBOPHTb.
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Chapter 1. Marine Science

The teacher of the school named after the Blue Whale, an elderly fish Miss Swallow, who had
visited all the seas and oceans, was swimming slowly to the far grotto, not forgetting to look carefully
around: her life experience suggested that danger could lie in wait for a lonely fish on the right, on
the left and even from above — from the air.

sk

All the twelve students — little gudgeons, having made themselves snug behind the seaweed—
covered rocks, were eagerly waiting for their beloved teacher.

— A few more patches of sunlight and I am going to swim away into shallow water because the
water is warmer there and we can have a good time playing tag, — kid gudgeon named Jocky gurgled.
He waved his transparent fin and proposed:

— Guys, who’s coming with me?

— Calm down, fidget! Swim quickly back to your place! Needle fish has taken him up short, —
I, as the monitor of the class, and the oldest of the present, forbid everyone to swim away. If the
teacher is late, it means that there are good reasons for that, maybe she is fleeing away from a real
shark right now.

— Needle, why does everyone call our teacher Miss Swallow? My mother told me that swallows
are birds that build nests along the banks of rivers and seas and actually, they are afraid of water
and fly down to the water surface for a second to get some water, — little Smelt said and sat down
at her stone desk.

— Shame on you! You're always wagging your tail and inattentively listening to the lesson.

Miss Swallow told us at the first lesson that she got the name Swallow for her tail, which is as
long and bifurcated as the tails of birds that fly in the air...

— And maybe you can tell us what a shark is and what it looks like? Smelt unceremoniously
interrupted the monitor.

— That is the topic of our lesson today, — Miss Swallow answered for Needle, floating gracefully
into the classroom, — and remember, minnows, teachers are never late — they sometimes come late
but purely for objective reasons. For example, today I have arrived a few minutes late because on the
way to our school I was pondering why all fish live short lives. Few of them live to an old age...

—Because the predators eat us, Jocky gurgled and, just in case, hid himself behind the rock.

— Firstly, it is extremely impolite to interrupt the teacher, — Miss Swallow replied, — and
secondly, you are absolutely right. Indeed, we have plenty of enemies. And one of them is a predatory
shark, which we are going to talk about today.

10
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I'naBa 2. XumHukn

OueHb Jaxe UHTEPECHO

¥ OCOOCHHO TI0JIe3HO —

3HATH O XUIIHUKAX [TOOOJIBLIIE,
YTOOBI KUTh HA JTHE TIOIOJIBIIIE.
Harnpumep, kak urinoopiox

C TOJIOBO¥ OOJIBITION OH, yX! —
OH TTOBAJIKH 3HAJ aKyJ,

OT 3yOOB U YJIU3HY!

keksk

— 3anoMHuTe, neckapuku! AKyJbl ObIBAIOT pa3HbIe.

— CuHue U KpacHble, — THXOHBKO CheXUAHNYANT [[)KOKH, TaK, YTOOBI €r0 YCIIBIIIAI JIUIIH COCEN]
0 KaMHIO, PHIOEHOK TI0 MMeHr CKyMOpUK.

Mex TeM yuuTeJIpHUIA TPOAoIIKaIA:

— CyIecTByIOT OUeHb OOJBIIINE aKyJIbl U MajleHbKHe. Yl 4TO yAMBUTENIBHO, YeM OHU OOJIbIIIE. . .

— Tem crpamiHee, — BRIKPUKHYJ ¢ MecTa JIKOKHM, — MHE Mara pacCKa3bBaJl, YTO B TETUIBIX
MOPSIX BOASITCSI TAKWE OrPOMHBIC-TIPEOrPOMHBIE aKYJIMIIM, X €lI€ HAa3bIBAIOT TUTPOBBIMH. Y HHX
TaKasi OrpOMHasI MacTh, YTO Ta PHIOUINA 3apa3 MOXKET MPOIJIOTUTD eI CTalo!

— Ixoku, He Hano Kpruath! CllyX y MeHs1, Kak ¥ OOJbIIMHCTBA phIO, peBocxoaHbIi. KoneuHo,
B OTVIMYME OT JBYHOTHX M YETBEPOHOTMX, TOMAIOIIUX IO CYyIIle, yIIel Y Hac HeT. 3aTo phIObl UMEIOT
BCTPOEHHOE BHYTpeHHee yxo. MM, BocripuHUMaeTcsi KojeOaHusi BOAbI, B TOM YKCIe M TBOSI OOJI-
TOBHS1! — IpH 3THX coBax KaproBHa TPHIKIBI MOCTyYasIa XBOCTOM 110 KAMEHUCTOMY JIHY, TPU3bIBasI
YUEHUKOB K BHUMaHHMIO, TIOCJIE Yero MPOIOIIKUIA:

— Wrna, Tel mpyriacuia Ha CETOMHSAIIHUN YPOK OCBMUHOKKY ?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, BOH CU/IUT B YTy, IPSUYETCS.

— JIpyXOK, caesnail MUJIOCTh, BBIITYCTH HEMHOTO YepHMJI, HAM HaJj0 KOe-4To 3alucaTh, — 00pa-
TIIach Jlactouka K rocrio, — a Bbl, IETH, MaKaiTe Ballli IUJIABHUYKY B YepHUJIbHBIE OOaKa 1 3aIlu-
CbIBaeTe: TUTPOBBIC AKYJIBI ISl phIO COBEPIIEHHO OE30MaCHbI, TOITOMY OHU MUTAIOTCS TJIAHKTOHOM,
KOTOPBII COCTOHMT M3 MEJIKUX OPraHM3MOB, CBOOOTHOIIaBAOMIMX B Bofe. 3arnucanu? Toraa nmpomon-
Kum!

Emé omHa 0coGeHHOCTh BeeX akyJl — CMeHHbIe 3yObl. OHU BCE BpeMsl pacTyT, 3aTeM BhINAIAIoT,
HO BMECTO CTapbIX MOSBIAIOTCA HOBble. [109TOMYy THO MOpel M OKeaHOB B MeCTax MX OOWTaHWUs,
YCESIHO MCTIONb30BAHHBIMU aKYJIbUMHU 3yOaMH. . .

KapnoBHa HeyioroBopuiia, Be/ib B 3TOT MOMEHT B Y3KYIO IIeJIb, IMEHYEMYIO IBEpPbIO, BIIETENIa
Oosbiast peiObsi TOJIOBA U 3aINENKAJIA CBOEH TACTHIO.

Bce neckapu, He MelIKasi HU CeKYH/Ibl, JPYKHO TOMPSATATINCH MO KAMHE-TIapThI.

Ha mecte ocranach auiib HEBO3MYTHMAsT YIUTETbHUIIA.

— PriOsiTa, MOXeTe CITOKOMHO BHIILIBIBATh U HE OOSITHCS: TOBEPhTE MHE, 9TO BCETO JIUIIIb «HUIJIO-
OpIOX» WM «4YeTHIPEX3yOKa», HO eMy, He s Jjajla TaKkoe HeoObIYHOe UMs. Bosbiie AByHOTHE, TOIH,
noctapayiuck. Ho neno He B umeHu poIOBI, a B e€ crpoeHnu. CMoTpuTte camu, — KaprioBHa mogHsiia
CO JTHA MIAJIOUKY U CTaJla THIKAaTh €0 B HE3BAHOTO «IIPHIIEIIbIA».

— Bupure, ronoBa kpymnHee, YeM TeJIO U €CJIM OH 3aCTPSIHET, TO JAJIbIIE yKe HEe TPOe3eT.

— W 4ro Tenepsb ¢ 3TUM 3y0acTUKOM OyJeT? — MOMHTepecoBaIach CTapOCTa, — OH MOXET IJ1aBaTh
XBOCTOM BIiepén?

11
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JlacTouka emg pa3 mocryvasia MaJlOYKou IO rOJIOBe HeCMBIIIIEHOW phIObl, — Ecii 3TOT Urio-
OpIOX CMOXET BKJIIOUUTDb 33HIOI0 CKOPOCTh, TO C PAJOCThIO YIUIHIBET OT HAC W OyIeT MOTaTh cebe
Ha YCbI, XOTA UX Y JAaHHOI'O BHJ4 pI)I6 HE UMECTCA, B 06]_HGM, 3alIOMHUT XOPOIIEHBKO, YTO HEJIb3A
JIe3Th Ty/1a, OTKY/Ja He BbUIC3eIb !

— A eciu Het? — BRIKpUKHYI ¢ MecTa CKyMOUK.

— Hy, Torga B Hame# mkosie osSIBUTCSI HOBOE HAITISIZIHOE TIOCOOUE 10 TeMe « XUITHUKHU U UX
3y6bI>>.

12
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Chapter 2. Predators

— Remember, minnows! Sharks are different.

—Blue and red, — Jocky sneered softly, so that only his classmate Mackerel could hear him.

Meanwhile, the teacher continued:

— There are very big sharks and small ones. And surprisingly, the larger they are...

— The scarier, — Jocky cried out from his place, — My dad told me that in warm seas there live
enormous sharks, they are also called tiger sharks. They have such huge mouths that even one huge
fish can swallow a whole school of fish at a time!

— Jocky, don’t shout! I have an excellent hearing. By the way, most fish can hear very well.
Of course, unlike bipeds and quadrupeds walking around on the land, we don’t have ears. But fish
have a built-in inner ear. We use it to perceive water fluctuations, including your chatter! — at these
words, the teacher tapped her tail three times on the rocky bottom, calling the students to attention,
shortly afterwards she continued:

— Needle, did you invite Mister Octopus to today’s lesson?

— Yes, of course. He is sitting in the corner, hiding.

— My friend, do me a favour, let out some ink, we need to write something down, — Miss
Swallow turned to the guest, — and you children, dip your fins into ink clouds and write down: tiger
sharks are not dangerous for fish, because they feed on plankton, which consists of small organisms
that float freely in the water. Have you put it down? Then let’s continue.

Another feature of all sharks is replaceable teeth. They grow all the time, then fall out, but new
ones appear instead of the old ones. Therefore, the bottom of the seas and oceans in their habitats
is littered with used shark teeth. ..

The teacher did not finish the explanation because at that moment a big head of a fish appeared
in the narrow crack which served as a door and snapped its mouth. Without delay all the gudgeons
hid under the stone desks.

Only the calm teacher remained in her place.

— Kids, you can swim out safely and have no fear: believe me, it’s just an oxye. Big two-
legged humans gave it this name. By the way, it’s not the name of the fish, but its structure. See for
yourselves, — she picked up a stick from the bottom and began poking it at the uninvited guest.

— You see, the head is larger than the body and if it gets stuck, it will not be able to move
any farther.

— And what is going to happen to this bull now? — the monitor asked, — can it swim backwards?

Miss Swallow once again tapped the stupid fish’s muzzle with the stick, — If it can swim
in reverse, then it will gladly leave us and will keep in mind that you can’t swim into a place where
you can’t get out!

— What if it fails to do it? Mackerel shouted from his place.

— Well, then our school will have a new visual aid on the topic «Predators and their teeth».
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I'naBa 3. Ha caeayromuii 1eHb. JleTyune pbIObI

VY pBIOEIIEK CTO BOITPOCOB —
a OBIBAIOT PHIOBI C HOCOM,

KTO JIETaTh U3 HUX yYMEeT,
KTO TPYCJIUB, a KTO cMeliee?
Jact yuurenb UM OTBET,

KaK yCTPOEH PhIOWH CBeT.

keksk

— Jlacrouka KaprioBna! A mpaBpa, 4to ppiObl yMEIOT JieTaTh? MHe 00 3TOT 3HAKOMBINA paK-
OTILEJILHUK rOBOpUIL. 51 BOT He ymero. [IpoOoBasia, HUKaK He NOJTy4YaeTcsl, — TapaTopria, He YMOJIKas,
Kopronika, nibiBs 3a CBOEH yUUTEIbHULIEH.

— Ila moroau ThI, HeyromonHasi! [Totepnu nmapy MUHYT 1 BCE y3Haelb. Jlyule cruiaBaii ObICT-
peHbKO 3a Kapakaruiieil. Ham Ha ypoke e€ uepHmia moHanoostcs. CerogHst 6yeM MHOTO 3aIlHChI-
BaThb, — MOXUJIAs PbIOa, XOTeNa BHITEPETh TUIABHUKOM IOT €O JiOA, HO BOBPEMSsI BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO OHA
B MOpe, J1a ¥ BOOOIIIe peIObI TIOTETh HE YMEIOT; IIPO YeJIoBeYeCcKOe OB/ IeHUEe ObLIIO OMMCAHO B OTHOM
KHUTE, KOTOpasi, KOra-To yrnajia ¢ Kopallis U MOMaB Ha JTHO, XOPOIIO CKpacuiia Beyep Toraa IoHOM
JIACTOYKE; YATATh 3TO OUSHb UHTEPECHO, U TMOJIe3HO, CamMo CoOOi!

IIIkosia nmenn Cunero kura. IIste MUHYT cycTst

PrIOBI BesAKHE ObIBAIOT —
XOJIAT, TOJI3aI0T, JIETAIOT.
To HOcacThIe, TO 3JIbIE,

a TO TIPOCTO 30JI0THIE.
Jlaxe TUTOCKHME, U TE,

HE YCTYIISAT B KpacoTe.

keksk

— Ileckapu! Bbl ceroqHs yroMoHUTECh, UM MHE JUPEKTOpa Clofa BbI3BaTh? ['ocnoguH aek-
TPUYECKUI CKaT CBOUM LLIUIIOM KMBO BCEX BaC MPUBEIET B UYBCTBO, 4 KOE-KOI'0, CAMOI'O HEMOCIy1I-
HOT'0, MOXET, Jaxe U TOro. ..

— Yero, Toro? — NMCKHYJ1, BbICYHYBIIUCh M3-3a KAMHS1, MaJIeHbKasi XaMCHUKa.

— Cuecrt! Bot yero! Ha moeil namsTi ObIBa/Iv TakMe ci1yyau, paB/a, KpailHe peJKo — pUrpo-
3WJ1a YYUTEIbHULIA.

Wrtak. Tema cerogHsiHero ypoka: «PbIObI JieTyune 1 nojizyune».

[Ipu3Hatock BaM YECTHO: B OTJIMYME OT BUEPAIHEro JHS MHE IPUILIOCH MPUIUIBITh CErOAHS
3aJJ0JITO 10 HavaJla ypokKa. ..

— [Touemy? — B 00BIUHOI CBOEH MaHepe NepeOus1 yUuTeIbHULYY Henocena [Jxoku.

Ho Ha ceit pa3z KaprnioBHa He BO3MyTHJIach M He cjieliajla eMy 3aMedaHHe, a CIIOKOMHO MPoJoI-
Kua:

— MHe Haz10 ObLIO OTKONATh U MPUIJIACKTH Ha YpOK peiOy Kambaiy. [leno 3To HenmpocTtoe, Tak
KaK OHa M e€ POJICTBEHHUKHU BCEI/la 3apbIBAIOTCS B MECOK, KOIZA BUAAT onacHocTh. I MHe cromiio
HEMAaJIBIX TPY/IOB OOBSICHUTH, UTO I HE XMITHUK M KaMOalaMM He MUTaloch. TONMBKO cieiaB el KoM-
TUTMMEHT, Ha3BaB e€ caMoyl 00asiTeNIbHON M MPHUBJIEKATENIbHON B MUpPE PHIOOIi, IIOTOMY YTO TOJIBKO
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y He€ o0a r1a3a HaxXO[ATCS Ha OTHOM CTOpOHE... B o0rmiem, BcTpevaiite, e€ «BeInIecTBO» TOCIOKa
Kawmbana, cooctBeHHO# niepconoii! CtapocTa, mpoiiry, 00ecreunTh KJIacC YePHIIAMHU.

Venbimas 310, peida, Via pa3osnuia KapakaTuily, U Ta ObICTPO CHaOquIIa BeCh KJIACC KPacH-
TeJieM, Iake OCTaBUJIa B BOJE OOJIBIINYIO, OOTaYHYIO KJISKCY.

Bcem pLI6HTaM MMpUIUIOCh AKTUBHO MaXaTb XBOCTAMU U IIJIABHUKAaMU, ‘ITO6I)I IIO6I/ITI)CH XOThb
KaKOW-HUOY/Ib BUIUMOCTH.

ITocse nmepemMeHbI

O 3aragoyHbIX MOJIETAX

pbIOKaM OOJIbIIE 3HATh OXOTA,

0 35101elKe ApaBaHe,

YTO C TIOBAJAKAMHU MTUPAHBU,

1 KTO MOXKET O€3 BOJIbI

— OTBICKaTh ce0e eJIpl.

skskesk

C Ttpynom, HO JlacTouke CBOMM pa3JBOEHHBIM XBOCTOM YAAJIOCh 3arHaTh HA MECTO HE B MEPY
pacIiaIMBIINXCS] YYEHUKOB.

— WTak, npogonkaem Hall ypoK, — HA MUHYTY OHa 3a{yMaJjiach 1 00paTuiIach K KJIaccy ¢ BOMpo-
coM. — C yero HayHéM? C MOM3a0MIUX WX JIETAIOIIUX Pbi0?

PriOsiTa IpyXHO 3arajjiesnv, CJIOBHO OHH He TOJBOIHO IIIABAIOIINE, a JICTAIOIIe B HeOe TITUIIBI
lanku. Knacc pazaenuicst poBHO nomnosiam.

KaprioBHa e BCE 3TO Bpemsi MOTaJia TOJIOBOW U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, HE 3Hasl, KAKOW Tpyrre
YUEHHUKOB OTIATh MPEANOYTEeHHE.

Ha nomotiis npuiiuia mpocnasiiiasi BCio nepeMeHy roctbsi. OHa rpoMko 3a0yibKasia, paccKasbl-
Basl, YTO OHA BCIO XHM3Hb MeuTajla ObITh JIETYUeH, HO KU3Hb, YBBI, CJIOKHUIIACH TAK, YTO MPUXOIAUTCS
MOJI3aTh.

W s korma Kambana 3amonkiia, Jlactouka moBegaia yYeHUKaM YAUBUTENIBHYIO UCTOPHIO
0 TOM, YTO KOTJa-TO MHOTO JIeT Ha3a]] OHa TUIaBaJia B I0KHBIX MOPSIX M MO3HAKOMMJIACH C HACTOSIIEN
JeTy4eil pplOoi, KOTOpasi, yaupasi OT XUIIHUKOB, HE CTPEMUTCS CIIPATATHCS BHU3Y MO KAMHSIMU,
a Ha00OpOT, B3JIETAET BBEPX, B BO3/YX, U MOKET MPOJIETETh JI0 AECSATH METPOB, TEM CAMBbIM IIPUBOIS
OXOTHHUKOB-PHIO B TIOJIHOE HEJJOYMEHHe: Ky/la ke MOIJIa IMOJeBaThCsl 3aKOHHAs 100bYa?

— A B pekax OOMTAIOT JIeTyuue pbiObI? — He BbiiepXkan u cripocusi CKyMOpUK.

Jlacrouka HaOpana Bo3yxa B kaOpbl, YTOOBI OTBETUTh, HO Mynpas Kambana e€ onepenuia
1 OBICTPEHBKO paccKa3ayia yYeHHKaM UCTOPHUIO, KOTOPYIO el TIoBeJal 3HAKOMBIN Jiocock. OH yTBep-
KA1, YTO JIMYHO 3HAKOM C pbIOOi Mo uMeHu ApaBaHa. Tak BOT, OHa, TAaKOW 3JTIOMIUNA XUIITHUK, YTO
npocto yxac. [LnaBaer Bo3Jie MOBEpXHOCTH BOJIbI, pACCMATPUBAET, YTO TaM TBOPUTCS, B BO3AYIIIHOW
cpene, M Kak KOro-To 3aMeTHT, TO cpa3y Oall! — BBIITPbIrMBAET U3 BOJIbI U JIOBUT B BO3/1yXe HACEKOMBbIX,
HEOOJIBIIUX MTHIL U JJaKe MAJICHbKUX 3Mel, CBHCAIOIIMX C BETOK JepeBbeB. EE aTaka mporcXoauT Tak
OBICTPO, YTO JOOBIYA OKA3bIBAETCS B MACTU ApaBaHbl OBICTpPEE, YeM OCO3HAET, UTO e€ yxke chesu!

— Bripaxkaio BaM CBOI0O NpU3HATEIBHOCTH, Aoporast Kambaina, — nmoOiarogapuia rocTbio yuu-
TEJIbHWIIA, — IUIBIBUTE ceOe Jajibliie, BOT 3alMCOYKa C TIONPOOHBIMUA KOOPIUHATAMY MECTHOCTEH, I/e
BbI OTHIIIUTE OOJIBIIOE KOJMYECTBO CBOUX JIIOOMMBIX PAKOOOPA3HBIX. A MBI IIPOJIOJIKMM YPOK.

VYenpimas 3710, Vrna nogHsia MiIaBHUK U HETEPIIEMBO UM Pa3Maxasach.

— Cnymaio te0s1, oTIMYHMIA, — KapnoBHa NMOATUIbLIA K CTApOCTe U MOMIAANIa e€ o OCTpo
rOJIOBE.

— A ecTb pbIOBI, KOTOPBIE MOTYT KUTh 0€3 BOIbI? — OyJbKHYJA Ta, MPU STOM HEYASTHHO YyThb
HE YKYCUJIA YUUTEIbHUIY CBOMMU OCTPhIMU 3yOKaMH.

15



A. Panor, H. Tuk, A. KoccakoBckasi. «IlyreiiectBue uepe3 BOJIHbI, TPABbl U TIECKU»

— [Nonumaere, netku, — Jlactouka BCIuibLIa BBEPX, K CAMOMY MOTOJIKY I'POTa, U POJOJIKUIIA, —
B MOpPSIX M OKEaHax €CTb TaKhe MECTa, IJle MOpE MEPUOANYECKH OTCTYNAET OT CYLIM Ha HECKOJIBKO
KWJIOMETPOB, TaKOE SIBJICHME HA3bIBACTCH «OTJIUB», U JUIUTCS OH HECKOJIbKO YacoB. Ho ecTh Takue
pbIObI, Kak AHabac WM pbrIOa-TION3YH, TaK BOT, OH MOXET TMepPeABUTraThCs Jake M0 KAMEHUCTOMY
Oepery 1ebIx BoceMb yacoB! M MHOTAA neperon3arh U3 OIHOTO BOJOEMA B JIPYrOi, IPaB/a, TOIBKO
HOYBIO, YTOOBI SIPKOE COJTHIIE HE BBICYIIIUJIO €r0 YEeIIyIO.

— HaBepHoe, Tak ¥ mosiBisieMcsl MbI, ppIObI, B 03€pax M OO0JIOTax, Iie HAC paHblie He OblIo! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa JOTaJIuBasi CTapocTa.

— BriBaer, uro u Tak. Ho B OCHOBHOM 3TOMY CMOCOOCTBYIOT MTHIIBL.

— K10? — X0pom B HenoyMeHn# OyJIbKHYIT KJIacc.

— Ha-na. Y B 3TOM HeT HU4Yero ynuBuTesbHoro. IlepHatele, i1aBasi o oBepXHOCTH BOJIbL, CBO-
MMM JIAMTKaMH [EIUISIOT HAlllM UKPUHKH, T MPUJIMIIAIOT K JIAKaM, ¥ TAKUM 00pa3oM, IepeHOCSATCS
B Apyrue Bogoémbl. Ho Ha cerogHs 310 Bc€. 3anuiuuTe gomallHee 3aJaHue, — JIacTouka Ha MUHYTY
3aymaiach, 4ToObl TaKoe 3aJaTh CBOMM YYEHHKaM, U Jake 3aKpbLia I7a3a. A Korma OTKpbUIa,
B IrpoTe yke HUKOro He ObuIo. Jlumis HemoBopomimBas Kambana HUKyaa He yIUblIa, Beb OOHApY-
JKMJIa CBOMX JIIOOMMBIX PAuKOB MPSMO y BXO/Ia B TPOT.
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Chapter 3. The next day. Flying fish

— Miss Swallow! Is it true that fish can fly? A hermit crab told me about it. As for me, I can’t.
I tried, but I failed to make it.— Smelt chattered without a stop, following her teacher.

— Hold on, you restless! Wait for a few minutes and you will learn it. You had better swim
quickly and fetch Madam Cuttlefish. We need her ink for the lesson. We are going to write a lot
today, — the elderly fish wanted to wipe the sweat from her forehead with a fin, but remembered
in time that she was in the sea, and in fact, fish cannot sweat.

Blue Whale School. Five minutes later

— Gudgeons! Are you going to calm down today? If not, I will have to call the head master
here! Mister Stingray, with his thorn will bring you into line in no time, and somebody, the most
disobedient, may be...

— What? What may happen to that fish? — squeaked little Khamsa, peeking out from behind
a stone.

— May be eaten up! That is what I mean! As far as I remember, it has happened so, but actually,
very seldom.

So, the topic of today’s lesson is «Flying fish and Creeping fish».

I will be honest with you. Unlike yesterday, today I had to arrive here long before our class
started...

— Why? — Jocky, the fidget, interrupted the teacher in his usual manner.

But this time Miss Swallow did not resent or reprimand him. She just continued calmly:

— I had to dig out and invite Miss Flounder to the lesson. This is not an easy task, for she and
her relatives always burrow into the sand when they see danger. And I had to make a special effort
to explain that I am not a predator and do not feed on flounders. Only when I gave her a compliment
having called her the most charming and attractive fish in the world, because she is the only fish that
has both eyes on the same side... In a word, meet her «beautifulness» Mrs. Flounder in person!

On hearing this, the monitor of the class fish Needle made Madam Cuttlefish angry, and the
latter filled the whole class with her ink.

All the minnows had to wave their tails and fins vigorously to be able to see something in the
ink clouds.

After the break

Miss Swallow had difficulty in driving back all the naughty students to their places. She was
doing it with the help of her bifurcated tail.

— Well, to resume, — she said, then thought for a minute and addressed the class with
a question: — Where do we start? Shall we begin with creeping or flying fish?

The little fish started making a hubbub, as if they were not under water, but were flying in the
sky like jackdaws. The class was split in half.

Meanwhile, the teacher was turning her head from side to side, not knowing which group
to prefer.

The guest that had slept for the entire break, came to her rescue. She gurgled loudly and said
that all her life she had been dreaming of flying, but, alas, she had to crawl.

And only when Miss Flounder closed her mouth, Miss Swallow told the students an amazing
story. Once, many years ago she was swimming in the southern seas and met a real flying fish. While
fleeing from predators this fish does not hide under the stones, but on the contrary, but it flies up
in the air and can fly up to ten meters. The rest fishes get totally bewildered — they cannnot understand
where their legal prey went.

— Do flying fish live in the rivers? — Mackerel asked with anxiety. Miss Swallow took a breath
in the gills to answer, but wise Miss Flounder was ahead of her and vividly told the students a story

17



A. Panor, H. Tuk, A. KoccakoBckasi. «IlyreiiectBue uepe3 BOJIHbI, TPABbl U TIECKU»

which a friend Salmon had told her. He claimed to be personally acquainted with a fish by name
Aravana. Well, she is the most terrible predator. She swims near the surface of the water, examines
what is happening there in the air, and as soon as she notices someone, immediately jumps out of the
water and catches insects, small birds and even little snakes hanging from tree branches in the air.
Her attack is so quick that the prey is in Aravana’s mouth faster than it realizes that it has already
been eaten!

— Thank you, dear Miss Flounder, — the teacher thanked the guest, — you can swim further,
here is a note for you, with the coordinates of the place where you will find a large number of your
favorite crustaceans, and we will continue the lesson.

On hearing this, Needle raised her fin and waved it impatiently.

— You may answer, — the teacher swam up to the monitor and stroked her sharp head.

— Are there any fish that can live without water? she gurgled and accidentally almost bit the
teacher with her sharp teeth.

— You see, children, — Miss Swallow came up to the vault of the grotto, and continued, —
there are places in the seas and oceans where the sea periodically recedes from the land for several
kilometers, this phenomenon is called «low tide», and it lasts for several hours. But there are such
fish as Anabas or creeper fish, and so, it can even move along the rocky shore for eight hours! And
sometimes it crawls from one pool to another but only at night, so that the bright sun does not dry
out its scale.

— Probably, this is how we, fish, appear in lakes and swamps, where we have not been before!
exclaimed the quick-witted monitor.

— It happens so. But mostly birds do it.

— Who? the class gurgled in bewilderment.

— Yes, yes. And there is nothing surprising in this. Birds, floating on the water surface, their
paws cling to our eggs, they stick to the claws, and thus are transferred to other pools. But that’s
all for today. Write down your homework, — Miss Swallow thought for a minute musing on some
additional home task and even closed her eyes. And when she opened them, there was no one in the
grotto. Only the clumsy Flounder did not swim away and was looking for her favorite crustaceans
right at the entrance to the grotto.
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I'nmaBa 4. CoBMecTHAA KU3Hb

Bpone kycr, a Moxet ppida —
T10J1 BOJIOW JKMBas IIIBIOA.

— Heyxenmu Tak ObiBaet

B rolyOOM MTOABOTHOM Kpae?
Kro orBetut Ha BOmpoc —
YTO TaKOE CUMOUO3?

keksk

Jlacrouka KaprnioBHa m3nanu moboBaiach 6€33a00THOM UIpOi B JOTOHSIIKM CBOMX IOZIOTIEY-
HBIX.

PriGsita pe3Buiick, He 0Opariasi HAIKaKoro BHUMaHMsI Ha MPUOIMKAIOIIAIACS K HUM KYCT.

Jlumb HEeKOTOpoe BpeMsl CITyCTs camasi HaOmoaresibHas ppida-ria Bapyr 3amepia B BepTu-
KaJIbHOM TOJIO’KEHHH, CJIOBHO OHA MOPCKOM KOHEK.

— Oii! Yuntensauna! Yto 31o? Kycr xuBoii! Pa3se takoe ObiBaet?

— Emg kak, — TMX0 nmpou3Hecsa HACTaBHUIIA, YTOObI HE CITYTHYTh TPOMKHUM 3BYKOM OUepeIHOEe
HarJIsAHOE TIOCOOMEe 151 TIPENICTOSIIETO 3aHSATHS.

— Pacckaute, moxanyicra, — XOpoM, HO U TaKXke IMEMOTOM MOMPOCKIIN PIOsATA.

— Torma mbiBEM B Ki1acc. Tema CeromHsIIHero ypoka — «CUMOU03».

U y4yeHuKH, BBICTPOUBILKCH B POBHYIO KOJIOHHY, TIOILIBUIN B IPOT, Pa3MBIIILIAs HAJL MYAPEHBIM
CJIOBOM, TOJIbKO YTO TPOU3HECEHHBIM YUUTEIbHUIICH.

KTo moneuur, KTo IToMOKeT
OOHOBUTH PHIOSUBIO KOXKY,

C TEMU MOTYT U COPYKUTHCS
MOJIO3PHUTETbHBIE JIUIIA.
Harpumep, kto urcTut 3y0HI,
TeX, aKyJIbl eCTh He OyIyT.
Bot Takoii mogBOgHBIN Kpaii.
WNutepecno? Jounraii!

keksk

— Kro u3 Bac Buzen kuBBIX akyja? — nouHTepecoBajach Jlactouka, Korga Bce OMYyCTHIIMCH
Ha CBOM MapPThI-KaMEIIKH.

— Pa3 Bce Ha mMecTe, TO HUKTO U He BHEN! — OTBETUIIA 32 KJacc crapocTa-Ura.

YuurenpHUIa YIOBIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJIA ¥ ITPOAOJIKUIIA:

— AKyJIBl ¥ IPOYME MOPCKUE XUIITHUKY CBOY CTPAITHbIE 3yObl HE YMCTAT. M Mekly HUMH OCTa-
€TCS MHOTO ITHILLN.

[MosToMy Hama MaTymka-mpupoga COTBOPWIIA PHIO-YMCTUJIBIIMKOB, KOTOpbIE HE OOsTCS
3aruIbIBaTh B CTpAIHbIE 3y0acThle ACTU U MOeaTh TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh, 4 TAK)KE YHUUTOXKATH OMEPT-
BEBIIYIO KOXKY U 9KTOIMApa3UTOB, OOUTAIOIIMX HA TeJlaxX KPYIHBIX ph0. DTO MEepBbIi Mpumep cuMOu-
03a, KOrJa XUIIHUKHU He eISIT MEJIKUX COpPOANYei, MPUHOCSIIMX UM TOJIb3y. A Te J0BOJIbCTBYIOTCS
JIETKOM M BKYCHOH IMUILIEH, TIPH 9TOM 00€ PhIOBI MOTYYaloT OT TAaKOH JPYKObI BHITOY.

— 2710 U ecTb cMMOMO03? — TsAHYJIA BBEPX IUIABHUK OTIMYHUIIA Uria.

YuutenbHUIA HE OTBETUIIA HA BOIIPOC JTIOOMMMIIBI U CTIOKOMHO TIPOAOIKHIIA.

— Bbl oOparniv BHUMaHue — y HaC B KJIacce HOBEHbKasi?
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Bce apyxHO 3arangenu M cTaiyd paccMarpuBarh rpoT. HakoHel, OHM OTBICKaJIM HEOOJbIIYIO
PHIOKY, MIPSATABIIYIOCS 32 KAMEHb B CAMOM JIAIbHEM YTITy.

— OkTa, JeTKa, BHIXO/IH CIOIa, IyCTh BCE YBUAT TBOM MEPEIHUIN CIIMHHON TUIABHUK, — JIJACKOBO
MOMPOCUJIA YUUTESIbHULIA.

— He-a. 4 crecHs10Ch, O4€Hb, — pa3gajioch U3-3a KAMHSI.

— Hy, Oynp ymuuneit. He 6oiicsi. YV Hac pwidsta 1oopsie. OHM cMesiThest He cTanyT. Oberaro.
[TneiBU CKOpeil, MOKa3biBait, YTo y TeOs1 Takoe OCOOEHHOE, MBI TOXKE XOTHM, KaK TBOW POIUTENH,
MYTEIIECTBOBATh OBICTPO M, TJIAaBHOE, OE30MAaCHO, — YIpaliuBaia HoBeHbKYI0 JlacTouka.

Okra Buenuiack B 0aHT U3 OypbIX BOJOPOCIIEH, HAIETHIN TIOBEPX TOJIOBBI, U TIOTSIHYJIA €T0.

Bonopocan onycTunmuch Ha MecoK, M Bce (KpOMe YUMTEJIbHULIBI) ApYKHO axHynu. Ha crimHe
HOBEHBKOW OBUIH. .. CaMble HACTOSIIIHE. .. IPUCOCKH.

— Bor at0 na! Cumnaruuneie! 1 toxe takue xouy! Kak orpactuna? — Ha OfHOM JbIXaHUU
Bhinamwia Kopioiika, — ieuck ¢ qpy3bsaMu psiMo ceivac!

— Onu HyxHbI Hamel OKTe I TOro, YTOOBI IIPUCACHIBATHCS K OPIOXY aKyJIbl, — OTBETUJIA BME-
CTO PHIOKM YUUTENBHHUIIA, — C TIOMOIIBIO 3TON YHUKAIBHOM MPUCOCKH €€ POAUYH KPETATCs K Jo00n
KPYIHOU phIOMHE WK OONBIIOMY MOPCKOMY KMBOTHOMY, TUIABAIOT Ha «OECIUIAaTHOM TPaHCIIOpPTe»,
YTO U yIOOHO, ¥ OE30IacHO.

— W nonaioT 1O, YTO XMITHUKH HE AOEJH, — BRIKPUKHYJI ¢ MecTa [IKOKu.

— W BoBce Het! — 0Ouenach HOBEHbKas M Ha/lysla T'YOKH, — MBI, MBI. .. TUTAEMCS$ TNTAHKTOHHBIMHU
opranuzmamu. Bort!

— 310 TOKE CMMOMO3? — IOMHTEpEecoBaIach XaMCHUYKa.

— VBbI, Het! — JlacTouka mocryyana XBOCTOM IO KaMHIO, MPU3bIBasi BceX K TUIIUHE... OHa
XOTesa ee YTo-To 100aBUTh, HO B KJIACC, OXas U KPSIXTSI, BBAIMJICS )KUBOW KYCTAPHUK.

— INo3Bonbre mpencraButhess — KpaO-ormensHuk Bacwimii, a Ha crivHe y MeHs Jiydimiast
noapyra — aktuHus Bacuimca. CocelcTByeM BMECTE YK€ MHOIO JIET, sl YK€ U He IOMHIO, Kak
0 HACTOSIIIIEMY BBITVISIKY, HO aKTUHHUSI, KQXKETCsl, MEHsSI TOYHO yKpallaeT.

— Hetu, BOT BaM mprMep «00s13aTeIbHOTO CUMOU03a», — MPOIOJIKUIIA 32 TOCTSI YUUTEIbHULIA, —
CHauaJla COBEpPIIEHHO pa3Hble MOPCKHE CYIIECTBA HAXOIAT JIAPYT Ipyra, MOTOM Kpad «yroBaprBaeT»
aKTUHUIO NIepecesThcsl K HeMy Ha cnuHy. W sanoBurtas Bacuiuca 3amminaer ero oT napasuToB
U XWIIHUKOB, a Bacuiuil myTemecTByeT ¢ Hel IO MOPCKOMY JHY, JaBas BO3ZMOXHOCTb HAXOOUTb
6onpie muiy. Cornacurech, CUIETh U JOJTO KIaTh, KOTAa MUMO TeOs TPOTUTBIBET YTO-TO BKYCHEHb-
KO€, Xy’ke, YeM CaMOo TONAaTh K JIeIMKaTecy, IPUYEM He HOKKAMH, a Ha CIIMHE JIy4liero apyra!

Pri6sita cymanu KaprnoBHy, pacKkpbIB pThI, JIMIITb TAXOHBKO MIEBEJIVIIN IJTABHUKAMHU.

Me:xnay Tem Jlactouka yske nmucaja CBOUM XBOCTOM Ha IECKE TEMY JIOMAIIHETO 3alaHusl.

«JloragaTbcsi WM COIPOCUTD Y POAMTENIEH, ¢ KeM ApYXHUT Bail Bua! U kakast ot 3Toro nomyya-
ercst Boiroga? Benp MpUHOCKUTH MONTB3Y U UMETh 3AIUTY OYEHb PUSITHO» !
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Chapter 4 Symbiosis

Miss Swallow was watching her students playing tag from a distance.

The fish frolicked, not paying any attention to the bush which was approaching them.

Only some time later, the most sharp-sighted Needle suddenly stopped dead in an upright
position, as if she were Seahorse.

— Oh! Teacher! What’s this? The bush is alive! How can it be?

— Yes, it happens so, — Miss Swallow said quietly, so as not to frighten away another visual aid
for the forthcoming lesson with a loud sound.

— Tell me, please, — the fish asked together in a whisper.

— Then let’s go to our classroom. The topic of today’s lesson is «Symbiosis».

All the students, having linied up in a regular column, swam into the grotto, pondering over
the tricky word just uttered by the teacher.

skkosk

— Which of you have seen live sharks? asked the teacher when everyone sat down at their stone
desks.

— Since everybody is in their place and nobody is missing, so no one has seen them! — Needle,
the monitor, answered for the classmates.

The teacher nodded in satisfaction and continued:

— Sharks and other marine predators do not clean their terrible teeth and that is why there is
plenty of food stuck between them.

Therefore, our Dame Nature created cleaner fish that are not afraid to swim into the terrible
toothy mouths and eat what is left as well as destroyed dead skin and ectoparasites that live on the
bodies of large fish. This is the first example of symbiosis, when predators do not eat small relatives
that are of use. The latter are content with light and tasty food. Thus both fish benefit from such
friendship.

— Is this symbiosis? — Needle, the excellent student, was raising the fin. The teacher did not
answer her pet’s question and continued calmly:

— Have you noticed that there is a newcomer in our class?

Everyone started clamoring and began to examine the grotto. Finally, they have found a small
fish hiding behind a rock in the farthest corner.

— Octa, baby, come out here, let everyone see your front dorsal fin, — the teacher asked kindly.

— Nope. I'm very shy, — a voice came from behind the stone.

— Well, be a good fish, do not be afraid. Our students are kind. They won’t laugh. I assure
you. Swim up to me quickly and show us something special that you and your parents have to travel
quickly and, what is more important — safely, — Miss Swallow begged the new student.

Octa approached the board, seized with her teeth a large bow of brown seaweed, which was
on her head, and pulled it down.

The aglae fell on the sand and everyone except the teacher gasped. On the back of the new
student were... real... suckers.

— Wow! They are cute! I want such suckers, too! How did you grow them? — Smelt blurted out
in one breath, — share them with your friends right now!

— Our Octa needs suckers in order to stick to the belly of a shark, — the teacher answered, —
with the help of this unique suction cup her relatives stick to any large fish or large sea animal and
swim using «free transportation™ which is both convenient and safe.

— They eat what predators haven’t eaten up, — Jocky shouted from his seat.

— Not at all! — the new student was offended and pouted her lips, — we, we. .. feed on planktonic
organisms.
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— Is this also symbiosis? asked Hamsa.

— Alas, it is not. Miss Swallow tapped the stone with her tail, calling everyone to silence... she
wanted to add something else, but a living bush tumbled groaning into the classroom.

— Let me introduce myself — Basil, the Hermit Crab, and on my back I have my best friend
Basilia anemones. We have been living together for many years... I ...am... Well, excuse my bad
memory, I forgot what I wanted to say...my old age, you know.

— Children, here is an example of «obligatory “symbiosis, — the teacher continued answering
for the guest, — first, completely different sea creatures find each other, then the crab «persuades»
the sea anemone to move to its back. Poisonous Basilia protects him from parasites and predators,
and Basil travels with her along the seabed, making it possible to find more food. Admit that, waiting
for a long time for something tasty to swim by you is worse than coming to the delicacy yourself,
and not walk, but ride on your friend’s back!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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