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Pexku AJbIOHBI

I'nasa 1. HauaJjyio ucropuu

Amnppeit YepkacoB 1 €ro ToBapuIly BCE HUKAK HE MOIVIM HAUTHU BBIXOZ U3 Jieca. ToHKas Tpomna
BOJIMJIA TIO BJIAKHBIM 3apOCIISIM U yOerana B XBOWHbIE IeOpH.

Pycnan ycraBmmm B3mI10M MOCMOTPEN HA Yachl:

— Jlo 3akara ocrajace napa 4acoB. Moxer, caenaeM npusai? CrielmnTs HaM HEKYAa, [a 1 3amac
eqbl ¢ coOO0i MPUXBATHUIN OOJBIIOM, HA LIEJbIN IeHb XBAaTHT.

— Ecnu MBI mocTaBUM nasaTky OpsiMO 3[1€Ch, TO yTPOM IPOCHEMCS 1O YIIU B OOJIOTHOM kuxke! —
OypkHya Yepkacos. — Jla 1 cyAs 1o KapTe, Mbl COBCEM HEJJAJIEKO OT rOpoAa.

— 4, nmoxanyi, cormamych ¢ Pycianom — conHo mporsaHyna Hapa. — Horu yxe He mayr,
K TOMY € I CWJIBHO IPOroJIOAAJIach.

UYeTBepo MOJOABIX JIIOJIEH COBEPLIEHHO HEOXMIAHHO JJIsl caMUX ceOs 3a0iyluinch B Jecy.
3axoTeny HacNIaAUThCs YyAEeCHOM MOTOI0N Ha MPUPOJE, Y COLIM Ha JIB€ OCTAHOBKY PaHbLIE CBOEH.
Ho, Bummmo, 10MO¥, B ceJlo, UM CErOfHs IMTPOCTO HE CYKJIEHO OBUIO TONACTb.

Ilocne cunbHBIX JOXKAEW TPOIIMHKY ITPAKTUYECKU CMBLIO. He ynuBuTesbHO, 4TO B UTOTE, CaMO-
yBepeHHOMY YepKacoBy MPHUIILIOCh IPU3HATH — OHM 3a0JTyAMIMCh. 3HAKOMBIE C JETCTBA OBparu rpe-
BpaTWINCh B HEMPOXOAUMBIE TONU. Jlec HEOKMIAHHO CTa)l 4yKUM U MPAYHbIM.

Bce- Taku Hains noaxondinee MecTO ISl HOwIera, KOMIIAHMS pellwia CAenaTh MpUBall.
[MonsiHa oka3anack O4eHb YIOOHOW M OTHOCHTEIBHO CyXxoi. OrpoMHbIe cTapble AyObl, MOTJI OTIIMYHO
3aIIUTUTh UX B ClIy4yae MpoarBHOro a0k 1. Ilon HUMU pedsaTa U NOCTaBUIIM MANATKy U MPUHSIINCH
TOTOBUTBCS KO CHY.

YepkacoB Kak 0OBIYHO 3aHsUICS KOCTPOM. OCMOTPEB MECTHOCTh, OH OOHAPYKHMJI 31eCh HEOOIb-
LI0M py4ei, KOTOPbI ITPOTEKAJ NAPAJUIEIBHO MOYTH CMBITOH € JIULIA 3€MJIU TPOIIE.

— 3pech Tak XOJOIHO, W OTBPATUTENIBHO IAXHET. — YCTaJ0 IPOM3HECA IPOAPOrmas
ot xonona EBa.

— Tw1 310 Yepkacoy Hamremy criaci6o ckaxu! OH ke 3HaTOK 3TOi MECTHOCTU — SI3BUTEJILHO
HauaJsl PycnaH, HO ocekcsl, yBUAEB MTPpeayNpekJaoIni B3ITIAA AHApes.

— ¥V MeHs ecTb HEMHOI'O KOHBSIKA, IOMOXKET 3aCHYTb Y COTPETHCS — IOKOIABIIUCh B PIOK3AKe,
YepkacoB HocTal IUIOCKYIO, OecTsyo ¢sry.

— Criacu6o 6osbIoe, HO S TAKOE He ynoTpedisiio — mpoBopuana Ega.

— Hy u 3ps! — Pycnan B3sB y YepkacoBa ¢iAry czesaj 60JbIION ITIOTOK OOKUIaIOIIEH Kul-
kocti. OmnyHo!

— Mue HemHOro orcraBb. S Toxe 3amépsna! — ¢ ymeiOkoi npousHecna Hans. Ilocmorpes
Ha cMopIieHHoe o EBbI, MupomoOnBo no0aBmia:

— la nagHO BaM! 3aBTpa MPOCHEMCS M BHIOEpPEMCsI U3 ITOr0 yOOroro MecTa, 3aTto Kakoe IpH-
KJIIOUEHUE ¥ HaM OyJIeT, YTO BCIIOMHHTB! — TH CJIOBa COBCEM HE BOOIYILIEBUIIH €€ TIOAPYTY, KOTOpast
CBEPHYJIaCh KAJJAUMKOM Ha CIIAJIbHUKE, MBITAsACh YIOOHO JIeUb U COIPEThCS.

Houb yxe norsana mx, BlIaxXHO OIyCTWJIACh HA MPAuHBIH JIEC. YCTAaBIIME IOPE -IIyTELIECTBEH-
HHUKH Oe3 CHJI TPOBAMIIMCH B COH, HO YepKacoBa 4To-TO OECHOKOMJIO M TPEBOXMIIO. B MaseHbkoM
TECHOM TaJaTKe eMy ObLJIO COBCEM HeyloTHO. Tak u He yCcHYB, AHIpeid, 3aXBaTHJI TIOXOAHBIA (poHa-
PUK, BBIIIEJ HAPYXKY, YTOOBI Pa3MAThCS U MOKYPHUTb.

TonbKo ceifuac, OTBJIEKIIKMCh OT 3a00Thl O HOWIEre, OH yuysul 3TOT MPOTUBHBIN 3amax, KOTO-
pbIM ObL1a HejloBobHA EBa. OH ueM-To HaroMuHaJ TOT CMpaJl, KOTOPBIA BEUHO TAHETCS OT KOMITOCT-
HOI1 siMbl. Cy[s IO MECTHOCTH, 9TO OBbUT OOJIOTHBIH Ta3, OCHOBHYIO YacTh KOTOPOTO COCTaBJIsIET Orac-
HBII MeTaH. BUIMMO, ra3 MOTMXOHBKY PaclpOCTpaHsAJICA 110 BCEN OKPYre, CKOPee BCETO CO CTOPOHBI
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HEOOJIBIIIOTO PyUbsi, BO3JIE KOTOPOro pedsiTa ycTpowu rpuBai. [1oBessno, 4To OH He CKOMUIICS Ha UX
TOJISTHE, KOTOpasi HAXO/AMJIACh Ha BO3BBILIICHUH.

UYepkacoB pelu1 NpoMTHCh HEMHOTO IO Tporie, Brepea. Kak oka3anock, oHa 1€HCTBUTENIBHO
nposieraia 4yepe3 OOJOTUCTYIO MECTHOCTh. [IpUMKpBIB JIMIIO PYKOHM, OH MIEN, TMOKA HE HATKHYJCS
Ha 3apociiv Kambliend. Yepe3 MrHoBeHHe y AH/Ipesi IepexBaTuiIo AbixaHue. B pyube, KOTOpbIiA THXO
BJIMBAJICS B HEOOJBIIYIO PEUYyIIKY, CTOSUI CTAPEHbKUI, BETXUI KPECT.

[TorepeB yxe NOpsiIKOM ycTaBllMe Ila3a, YepKacoB, BKJIIOUYMB 3aXBau€HHbI (POHAPb, CMOT
pazodparh HAINKCh, OCTABJIEHHYIO KEM-TO Ha KpecTe:

«KuBbiMU He yizIETE,

U cruner Genblii cBeT!

B BbIXOn He HaiiaéTe!

Bac He HaiinyT cro Jjer...»

OT HepeasbHOCTH MPOUCXOAALIEro YepkacoB Ha CEKyHIy pELIWJI, YTO OH BCE-TAKU YCHYJ
B majartke, BMecte ¢ pedsaramu. OOepHYBIIUCH Ha3a/, YTOObI HAWTH HEMPUMETHYIO TPOIUHKY, OH
C YAMBJIEHUEM TIOHSLIT, YTO OTAAJISAETCs OT Oepera. 3ajieBasi psCKy CKOJIb3KMMH OOKaMH, JIOJKa, B KOTO-
PO OH CTOSUI, MEJUICHHO TUIbLJIa BAOJb MMOKOCHBIIMXCS] HAATPOOHIA, OTKPbIBasi BUJ HA CTapoe KJaj-
ouire.

UYepkacoB, CMOT OTBICKATh [10J] HOTaMU BECJIA, U MOIBITAJICS HATTPABUTH JIOAKY Ha3ajl, B CTOPOHY
Oepera, HO YTO-TO MEIIAJIO eMY €l0 YIIPaBJIATh, TOPMO3UIIO, LIETUISIOCH 32 Becaa. Harnysmmce, cra-
pasich BIVISETHCS B YEPHYIO, MYTHYIO BOAY, AHJpEN 3aMETUJI, KaK CO THA OJHUMAIOTCS Iy3bIpH BO3-
ayxa. CIIOBHO BHHM3Y KTO-TO KpHUYaJl, 3aXJIeObIBAJICS, OTIaBasi MOC/IEIHEE AbIXaHUe HEMOH IyCTOTe.

B kakoii-to MoMeHT YepKacoB 3aMeTHIT B BOJie CBOE MTpUOIKawlieecs oTpaxeHue. He ycries
TIOJTHATHCSI, OH C U3yMJICHHMEM y3Ha PyciaHa, KOTOpPBIi BBIHBIPHYB M3 BOJIbI, 00XBATHII TOPIIO AHIIpest
KE€JIe3HBIMU TAJIbLIAMU:

«Jlo mepBoro jy4ya He 10KUBETE!

Bl Bce ympére, Kak U 4.

BrI HaBcera B aTom Oosore!

Bcex 3a0eper peka mos!»

Jlerkue AMKO KIJIO, B TOJIOBE 3BeHENO. YUepKacoB Jiekasl Ha TPOIMHKE y CBOEro Jiarepsl.
He 1o xoHIa mMOHMMAsi, YTO MPOM3OILIO, KaK BEPHYJICS HAa3ajl, OH MOMBITAICSA MOAHAThCS. Horu
HE XOTEeJIM CIIyLIAThCs, JIEC KPYKUJICSA B JUKOM ILISICKE.

«Yto mpoucxoaut?!»

7Kenynok BHIBOpauMBAJIO HAW3HAHKY, CTPaITHO MyTWII0. He Haiins B cebe cuit JONTH 10 KYCTOB,
AHjipeii COrHyJICsS HaJl pyUbEM, €r0 BbIPBAJIO PEYHOU THHOM.

[TbrTasice npuiité B ceOs, YepkacoB yMbUICS JIGASHOM BOMOW, MPOTEP JIMIO, HO Ka3ajioch,
YTO €My CTAaHOBUTCS TOJIBKO Xyke. B MomyoOMOpPOYHOM CO3HAHMU JOKOBBUISB JO MAJATKH, U YyTh
HE CHECs €e, HETOCIYILHBIMU NaJIblIaMU OH HALIE MOJTHUIO Y BBAJIWJICSI BHYTPb.

OH nompoOoBaJl 10CTaTh U3 KapMaHa CBOM (hOHAPb, YTOOBI YOSIUTHCS, UTO BCEe HA MECTe:

— Pebsra! Dta peka... — He ycrieB npeaynpeants apy3eit, AHAper 0e3 chil yrai, oTepsB
CO3HaHME.

EBa pe3ko npochynack. OHa He cpasy yBrea oOMsIKIee Tejo YepkacoBa, ¢ HeJIeTio BHIBEPHY-
ThIMU pyKamu. OHa Opocriach K Hemy, POBEPHJIA ITYJIbC, U C Y)KACOM MOHSLIA, YTO TAPEHb HE JIBIIIUT.

[TpITasick BCMOMHUTB, Kak A€jIaTh Maccax cepiua, AEBYIIKAa, YTO €CTh CUJIbl 3Bajla Apy3e
Ha niomortb. Ho Hu Hans, vu Pycnan He pearnpoBaiu, MoJIoble JIIOAM TaK KPENKo CHaJli, YTO HE CJIbI-
II1aJTA, CKOJTBKO OBI Ta HEe KpuJasa.

HecmoTps Ha oT4asiHHBIE TIOMBITKY JIEBYILIKY TTOMOYb, Yepkaco Obl1 MEPTB. EBa 3aapixanach
OT yXaca, pblIaHus1 JyIIWIY ee. 3aroTHUBIINE NaIaTKy OOJOTHBIE UCTIAPEHHM S XKIJIH 171a3a. [eByIka
Hayasja XBaraTh PTOM BO3IYX, KaluisTh. [lopBasch pa3OyauTh CIISAIMX pedsAT, OHA MOMOI3Ja B UX
cropoHy. Ee 6uiia 1poxb, CHIIBHO KavaJo.
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Vxe Tepsisi co3HaHuUe U najiasi psiioM ¢ Anjipeem, EBa yBujena ero HeMUTraioIuii B3rJIsil, yCIIbl-
11ajga €K1 Iernor:

«Tbl HE HalAEIb ITyTH Ha3a/1

Benp BBIXO ONM3KO, HO HE PSAAOM

W Tb1 fOMKHA TIpOATH CBO af!»

Crnactu gpy3eit OT 3TUX SA0B. ..

I'maza mapHsl 3aKkaTWIKCh, TENO BBITHYJIOCH B TMOCAEJHUN pa3... W MajaTka MOrpy3wiach
B THUIIIUHY.
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I'naBa 2. AabgoHa

30 niet Ha3ax. ..

B rna3a ee Tak He Ha3BIBAIN, HO 32 CIIMHOM MIENITAKCh. Jlioau 60suCh ee, O0STUCh CMOTPETh
Y pasroBapuBaTh. MecTHbIe OONTYHBI ITyTrajd, 4TO T€, KTO OCMEJHIICS 3TO ClesaTh, B CKOPOM BPEMEHH
YMUPATA MYYUTETBHON CMEPTHIO. B m000M ciydae Te, KTO BCe-TaKy peliasics 3aryisiHyTh B Y€pHBIC
KaK yroJib I71a3a Be[bMbl, PACCKA3bIBAJIM, UTO 3AIJISTHY/IM B IbSIBOJIbCKYIO OE3IHY.

AunbioHa OyATO HE CIIbIIIaja STUX IIEMOTKOB, OPOIMIIa TEHBIO TI0 BCEMY palioHy, B CBOMX pBa-
HBIX U CTapBIX JIOXMOThSIX, CJIOBHO HUITIEHKA. YacTo ee MOKHO ObUIO BU/IETh B BHIXOJHBIE Ha Oa3ape,
OHa JIIOOWJIa XOIUTh MEXy MPUJIABKAMU U C YCMEIIKOW BIVISIIBIBATHCS B JIAIA TIEPEMYTaHHBIX TOP-
roBueB. JIiony 0OXOIuIM OTOM 3TH Psifibl, HE KeJlast OpaTh MOpYeHHBIN ToBap. Tam, rae mpoxoausia
AunbioHa, (PPYKTHI BOPYT TEPsUIA CBOIO CBEKECThb, XJieO TMOKPHIBAJICS IIECEHBIO, MOJIOKO CKHCAIIO.
Ho Torpa eme Tporath BepMy OMacajvch, TepIen ee MPUCYTCTBUe Kak Morau. Hu mponanasime
uHorna Ha OOJIoTax JeTH, HA Hal/IeHHbIE B JiecaX OOECKPOBJICHHBIE JOMAITHUE KMBOTHBIE U CKOT
HE MOIJIA 3aCTaBUTh MECTHBIX MOKOHYUTH B ITOM HAIACTHIO.

U Bce ke B TOT rof1, MyUuTeIbHBIN U TOJIOIHBIN, KOT/Ia POCTOM HAPO]I €J1€ CBOJIMJI KOHIIBI C KOH-
[[AMU, CITy4aid C 3araIoYHbIM MajIeHUEM MOYTH BCErO0 POraTtoro CKoTa ObUT TIOCESAHEH Karuiei Teprie-
HUS U3MYUYeHHBIX Jiiofiel. Clieayomiei HOUbIo, JIION COOPaiCh Y KPOMKHU YepPHOTO Jieca. Vi3MyueH-
HBI Hapop HaOpascs XpaOpoCcTH U PeliiI HaBCerJa MOKOHYHTH C BeAbMOU. CIUIIIKOM AOJTO JIOIH
MYYHJIHCh U OOSUTHCH €€ TIPUCYTCTBUS.

Heckomnbko HIyCTphIX MapeHbKOB HE3aMETHO MPOOpaBIIMCh K IOMY AJIBJOHBI, HAKUIAIH
C YeThIpeX YIJIOB BSI3aHKHM XBOPOCTA U TIOJOXKIIIM CTapylo n30y. OcTasbHble OKPYKIIHN TOJISHY TI0T-
HBIM KOJIBIIOM, YTOOBI BebMa He cOexana. M30a cropena 3a cuMTaHHbIE MUHYTH. MpadHble JTIOAU
PaCXOAMIIUCh TI0 JIOMaM C HaAeXkJOH, YTO COBEpIIUB CTPAIIHBIN IPeX, OHU BCE-TAKM M30aBUJIHChH
OT CBOUX MOCTOSIHHBIX Oe]I.

KakoBo e ObUIO MX yAuBJIEHHE, KOTJa Ha CIeQyIOMUI JeHb AJbIOHY 3aMETHIM BO3JIE CTa-
peHbKoro, 3adpomenHoro kiagouma. OHa Obula 3aKyTaHa B JIOXMOTBSI, TOJIOBY TOKPBIBAJI YEPHBIH
riatok. Best Koka BeabMbl OblTa OarpoBOi M MOKPHITA KYTKMMU BOJIBIPSMH U OKOTAMH.

Heckomnbko 4esnoBek, He MOBEPUB OYEBU/IAM, TIOMUYAIUCH HA KJIaJ0MIIe, HO HE CMOIJIM TaM
HUKOTO HaiTu. VICTyraHHbId OTell OJHOTO M3 TeX MaJbYHMIIeK, YTO MOAOKIIN u30y, J0Iro MCKa
Be/IbMY Cpe/iv pekux Morui. Ho morutyTaB, HUKOTo Tak U He yBuje. JIUIib HaTKHYJICA Ha HeOOIb-
IIYI0 PEUyIIKY, BOAbI KOTOPOH MOATAIUIMBAIN HECKOJIIBKO KPaWHUX KPECTOB.

Ho kak TospKo OH codpasicst BO3BpaIaThcs 00paTHO, YCIIBIIIAT MTO3a11 X PUTUIBI HACMEIILTH-
BBIi1 TOJIOC:

«[Ipucmorpen cede 3nech Mecteuko? Bosne peuku camoe To...».

OOepHyBIIKCh, OH HATKHYJICSI HA MPAayHbIi B3I AJIbIOHBL. B YepHBIX ria3ax IjecKayloch
6esymue. Benpma cunena Ha agpyrom Oepery peku, u yibibanack emy. Pe3kuil mopbiB BeTpa copBa
TUIATOK, OOHAKUB OOrOPEBIIYIO JIBICYIO TOJIOBY. MysKUMHA, TOMIATHYBIIUCH OT CTpaxa, caesas napy
I1aroB Hazaj. Bapyr oT peku B HOC ynapuil pe3Kuii OOJIOTHBIN 3arax, 3aroHUI BCe JIETKUE, JIMIIHB
BO3MO)KHOCTH JIBIIIAT. . .

CKJIOHMBIIHCH HAJl HEMOBIKHBIM TEJIOM, AJIbIOHA XUXUKHYJIA:

«Kto ciona 3aiiie€T, TOT 3/1eCh U yNaAET»

YTpom Ha cTapoM KJiai0uIle MOsBIIIACh HOBast MOTHJIA. . .
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I'naBa 3. UépHble riia3a

Muxaun 11€1 HOUbI0 CO CBOMM TOBAPHILIEM 10 €Jie yra/IbiBaeéMOil TPOIMHKE, KOTOpasi BbIBeJa
ux K uctoky peku lllermunuaku. OHM IOCTAPAIMCh OETHCS TaK, YTOOBI OBITh KAK MOKHO He3aMeTHee.

[11€x BTOpO# Yac HOUM, KOT/Ia OHM YCIIBIIIIAIM YbH-TO MIary. 1o Obuta oHa. Beapma 1mia MuMo
CTapbIX MOTHWJI, MPUCMATPHUBAACH K KaXKJIOW U3 HUX. YBUJIEB HA HaArpoOuu, ums « Muxausi», BbiBe-
JEHHOE HEJIAaBHO €€ PYKOM, OHa, yJIbIOasiCh, ME/IJIEHHBIM [TIaroM MpUOIM3UIIACh K CIIEIYIOIIEH MOTHIIE.

Crapoe kiagouie ObUI0 CHIIBHO TIOATOIUIEHO peKoil. B Bo3/myxe TymMaHOM BHceNN OOJIOTHBIE,
ornacHsle ucnapeHusi. Ho AnbioHy 3T0 BOJTHOBaJIO MeHbIIIe Beero. JloctaB U3 cBoero kapmaHa camMo-
JeJIbHBIA HOXK, OHAa KOCHYJIACh JIE3BUEM CBOETO ITPABOI0 YKA3aTeIbHOIO NaJIblia U, IOPE3aB €ro, Halu-
cajia Ha CTOSIIIIEM Tepel] Hell HaarpoOun:

Poman.

1885—1910 roa.

Pazrnsanes Hagnuch, Muxawui npoiienrtan CBOeMy TOBApUIILy:

— 3910 Moi 6par! Ona yousna ero! Mbl JOJKHBI OCTAHOBHUTH 3TO UYJOBHIIIE.

Ha crepyromuii eHb, cOOpaBIIUCh, TEpEeBEHCKIE MYKUKHA TIOUMasd AJbIoHY. Muxami cam
caenai il Hee HaArpoOHbI KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM HAIMCaJ:

AJtb/I0HA.

1830—1910 roa.

Cobpasioch MHOTO Hapoaa, KOTOpbIe CO CTPaXoM U JIIOOONBITCTBOM HAOMIONAN 32 TeM, Kak
Be/IbMa Heclla CBOI0 HaArpoOHYIo TUTUTY OT Jieca 110 Oepera peku Llemunnku. E€ pyku O6b11m Kperko
MepeBs3aHbl BEPEBKaMM, UMH K€ OOMOTad U KaMeHb, KOTOPBIA JOMKEH ObUT YTAHYTh CTapyxy
Ha HO. Jloagn Momya HaOsoany 3a (Urypoit, 6e3poroTHO TUIETYIYIOCSI B CTOPOHY PeKH. AJIbJOHA
M3peaKa Kujaia B3IJIsIbl [0 CTOPOHAM, HO HUKTO HE OCMEJMBAJICS OTBETUTh Ha HUX. YeM Onumke oHa
TMOJIXO/IMJIA K OOPBIBY, TEM Yallle JIIOIM YCTPEMIISIT CBOHM B30p Ha PeKy.

«Kak MHOrO yHecsna Thl JKU3HEl,

PonHbIx ¥ OMU3KUX MOMX !

Ceituac Tl yToHemb B [llenmuunke,

CeronHsi OTBETHIIIb 32 HUX...»

CnoBa Muxansia ObUTH TIOCJISAHUMH, UTO YCIIbIIIaMa AJIbIOHA, KOTAA TshKesas TUIMTa MOTSHYJIa
€e Ha JIHO.

Beuepom 31oro ke qHsA, Korna Muxawn cuaenn JoMa, pacivBas CaMOIOH, keHa, Eiv3asera,
rOTOBSAINAs YKUH 3aMeTUIA:

— Yto-T0 Adpanacusi 10Iro He BUAHO. Y KOTO OH MOT Tak 3aaepxarbcs. [Ipuaer gjomoi ¢ nosns,
BCE CTBUIOE yke OyfieT.

— Ia ckopo Oynet. CeronHst paboTaJ OWH, ThI ke TIOHUMAEIllb, YTO MO Opar. ..

— OX, ake ¥ He BEepUTCS JO CHX IOp, YTO C BEIbMOW IMOKOHUEHO — B TPyOOM T0JIOCE SKEHBI
Muxanty HOC/IbIIIAICS UCTYT.

OH 3a/1yMuUMBO yCTaBUJICS B OKHO, 3aKypUB caMoZEe/IbHYI0 nanupocy. Ilononas k cBoei xeHe,
KPETKO OOHsLT e€:

— Bce u npaBna 3akonumnock. Ctapyxa moryousa CToibKo xku3Hel. bosblie He Hato O0sAThCs.

EnuzaBera 0OHsIa My>Xa, TIOIETIOBAB €ro B IIIEI0.

— Yto c ToO0#? — YBUIEB B I71a3ax JKEeHbI TPEBOT'Y, 00ECIIOKOEHHO CIpockl MuxamuJ.

JKeHImHa OTONUIA K OKHY:

— 51 BUKy, UTO ThI HE CIIOKOEH. Kak OyaTO MBICIISIMHU TJIe-TO AaJieKO, He ¢ Hamu. YTo-To He Tak?

— Jla vet. Bce kak 0ObIUHO, padoTa, X03sicTBO. CMOTpIO, B MocyeHee Bpemsl Pycinan 1oiro
HE MOXET 3aCHyTb. He CIIMIIKOM MO3HO OH JIOKUTCS ?

Enm3zaeera nogonuia kK Muxawiny u npukanach K HEmy:

11
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— Jlo cux mop He Mory 3a0bITh Ha ce0Oe B3I e€ YEPHBIX I71a3. ..
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I'nmaBa 4. dunaa

Pe3kuii 3anax 3acraBwi EBy ouHyThcsi. BckouuB, oHa oco3Halia, YTO B MajaTke KpoMe Hee
HUKoro HeT. ['oyoBa XyTKO Oosienia, HOrM OBUIM BaTHBIMM, HO OHa 3acTaBuia ceOsi BBIOpaThCs
U3 MaJaTKy.

B Hagexne HaiiTu gpy3eil, OHa IOTUXOHbKY, CaMa TOro He BeJas, yXxoquiia oT nojstHel. Heoxu-
JaHHO OHA BHIIIUIA K PEKe W 3aMeTuIIa Ha Oepery crapylo JIOAKY, O3Mpasich, OHa JOKOBBUISLIA 10 HEE,
MIPUKPBIBAs PyKOM JIMIIO. 3arax O0JOTHOTO ra3a ObUT HACTOJIBKO I'YCTOM U €[IKUH, YTO TIOPOM JEBYIIIKE
ObLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO JbIIIAT.

EBa cena B 101Ky, Hallynaga B KpOMELIHON TEMHOTE BECHA.

«OTKyna B 3ToM borom 3a0bITOM MecTe B3sU1ach JOIKa?» — HAIEKAY TYT K€ CMEHWJIA Herlo-
HsTHasi TpeBora. JIeByIIKa MOTUXOHBKY MPHHsUIACh paboTaTh BECIAMH, U JIOAKA OYEHb MEJIEHHO
noruisuia. Peuka OblTa OueHb y3KOH M TOBOJIBHO MEJTKOW, HOC JIOAKH TOCTOSTHHO YIHMPAJICS BO UTO-
TO, JJa M YCTAJIOCTh HUKaK He yxoauia. [lostomy EBa crapasnace He crielinTb U HE TpaTUTh MHOTO CHJIL.
JleBymiky Gobliie Bcero 0ecroKomIo, Ky/ia mporajiy e€ TOBAPHIIH.

[TporuteiB IpUMEpHO C TOJICOTHU MeTpoB, EBa yBuzena mepeq coOoi MepBbIii MOTVUITBLHBIN
kpect. [Totom Bropoii. Bckope oHa yBuena 1iesioe Kiaaouie Ha Boje.

[o ey EBbl mobexany Mypaiiky, HO OHa, 3a)KMYPHB IJ71a3a, MPoJoJikKaia padoTaTh BECIAMHU.
JleByllIKa COBEPLIEHHO HE MOHUMaJIa, KyJa IUIBIBET, M 4TO €€ MOKET OKMUIATh JaJIbLIe.

[Mporbie emE HemHoro, EBa yBuaena Ha oqHOM U3 OeperoB pekH, OMYIIKY Jieca, a HaJl Hel
YEepHYIO TeHb, TIOXOXKYI0 Ha MAJICHbKUI JIoM. BCriOMHMB, 4TO y He€ B KapMaHe HeOOJIbIION (hoHApb,
oHa ronpoOoBaa mocBeTuTh Briepen. CoBepiIeHHO HEOXKUAAHHO B ClIa0OM CBeTe, OHA YBHIEa CTO-
SIIIIME HA €€ MYTH TPU KEJIE3HBIX KPEecTa.

«[Ipocto TuIbIBY 1 He oOpaliail Ha T0 BHUMAaHM s, POCTO TUIBIBU» — MBICIIEHHO yrOBapHBaja
ce0s1 EBa. Pyku ot crpaxa moutu He ciymanuch ee. Korma KpecTbl OKa3alauch MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO
K JIOfKe, (pOHAPHK BHIXBATHJI TPU UMEHH, HEPSIIUIMBO HaKapsiOaHHbIE HA HUX:

AHJpei.

Pycnan.

Hapns.

Bonna yxaca Ha MmrHoBeHue Hakpbuia EBy. BeuHo HoloIas, n3danoBaHHas1, caMast HEIPHUCIIO-
coOeHHas1 U3 X KOMITAHUH, B KAKOK-TO MOMEHT OHA BCE-TaKM HaIllIa B cebe MykKecTBO OOpOThCS
nanpie. [ToctapaBimmch yCTOMUMBO BCTaTh B j1oAke, EBa monmpoOoBaia cOMTH BECIOM OMH U3 Mellla-
IOIIMX JOIUTBITH 10 Oepera KpectoB. Mmcroe THO epkano odeHb Kpenko. Toraa oHa, coOpaBIIKCh
C CHJIaMH, BIETWIach B OMKAMIIMIA KpecT, Ha KOTopoM ObUIo HammcaHo — Hans. Primanus BeipBa-
Jmch Hapyxy, EBa TyT ke nonasuia ux. He ceityac, 4yTh o3:xe oHa HOMpoOyeT pa300paThCsi BO BCEM.

Elie HeMHOro 1 nepBbIil, MEIABIINI €l TPOIUIBITh KPECT MOJIETE B CTOPOHY. 32 HUM BTOPOW
1 YK€ U3 MIOCJIEIHUX CUJI OHA CMOIJIA BBITAIUTD NOCAeAHUNA. OTBPATUTENbHBIN 3alax CTaj elle CUJTb-
Hee. [plmarh ObUIO CI0KHO, Ka3aJ10Ch, UTO JIMIIO U MaJbIbl )KYTKO OTEKJIM U OHEMEJH. . .

BasBimce 3a Becna, EBa nponomkuia rpectu B ctopoHy Oepera. COBepIIEHHO HEOXKHUAAHHO
C3a/11 pa3jascs rojoc:

— Ega!

Oo6epHyBIIUCH, IEBYIIKA YBHIETA CUIAILYIO Ha Oepery Hamio:

— Ona 3a6ep€T TBOIO /1yIITy, €CJIU ThI AOTLIBIBEIb 0 OMYIIKU. DTO BCE peKa, ¥ 3arnaxu U3 MOTUIL.
[Mocymaii MeHs1, nocymiai! — B kKakoi-To MOMEHT Geper CKpbLJICs B TYMaHe ¥ 3arTyIi cJioBa. EBa,
iaya, MpoJoJiKuia rpectd. HemHoro noroasi, yxe uyTh Onvke, pa3gajuch CloBa, 0e3 COMHEHUS
310 ObLT rosioc Yepkacona:

— 370 51 BO BCEM BUHOBAT.
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[NoBepHyB T0NOBY K mpaBoMy Oepery, JAeByIlKa CKBO3b Cle3bl YBHeAa AHJpes], 310POBOTO
Y HEBPEIMMOTO.

— Jaii mue pyky! Tloitném obparHo! Vke daca yepe3 aBa B3OWAET COMHIIE, M MbI CIIOKOWHO
nobepemMcs 10 Halllero [oMa.

[epecraB ciymarh MENOT TOJOCOB, KOTOPblE MPOM3HOCHIN O€3 BCSKMX SMOIMIA pPOJHBIC
rosioca, EBa, 13 mociieqHuX Crj OTTOIKHYBILIUCH OT JJHA, HAITpaBuIa JJOAKY K 6epery. CeKyHIy OT/IbI-
IIABIIKCH, IeBYIIKA BhIOpaTach Ha Oeper U MeAJICHHO, CTapasich He yNacTh U3-3a CHIILHOTO TOJIOBO-
KPYXEHHUSI, TOIIUIa B CTOPOHY MaJIEHBKOTO JIOMHUKA.

EBa 6e3 Tpyaa OTKpblIa CTapeHbKYIO IBEPh U OKa3aJiach B eIMHCTBEHHOM KoMHare. K ee oorer-
YEHUIO, B JOME TIOUTH He MaxJIo OOJOTHBIM ra3oM. OTHICKaB ¢ TIOMOIIBI0 (hOHAPST KPOBATh, AEBYIIKA
pelmia XoTb YyTb-4yTh OTAOXHYTb.

«Bcero nBa yaca, OTIOXHY U BHIOEpPYCh U3 STOTO MPOKJISATOrO MECTa.»

MuHys cToN, Ha KOTOpOM ObUT pa3OpocaHsl JIUCThI OyMary, EBa ocraHOBMIAch M BCTasla Kak
BKOIAHHASI: YTacalolUil CBET BHIXBATUII TEKCT:

«51 BoccTany U3 rervia,

B peke He yTOHY...

3Harto ee ums — Epa!

3abepy s 40Yb TBOIO...»

BHu3y enBa pa300pUMBBIM TEKCTOM OBLIO MPUITUCAHO:

Muxaniny oT AJIbAOHBI.

XOJIOOHBIM MMOPBIBOM MTPOHECCS LLIEMOT:

— Hano 6b1710 cymaTh cCBoMX Apy3eii!

P. S. ¥1po toro xe aus.

— 41 He MoHMMaI0, HY KaK OHa MOIJIa MOTEPSIThCsI? — ¢ pa3/ipaxkeHreM MpousHec PyciaH.

— Ha BoI uTO, pedsT, EBy He 3HaeTe. OHa OTIIMYHO 3HAET 3TU MecTa! — C yIBIOKOH YCIIOKOMIIA
Bcex Hang.

— Bort yBuauTe, Koraa mMbl JOMAEM JI0 JEPEBHU, OHA TIEPBOM OKaKeTCs TaM. — 3acMmesiicsl Yep-
KacoB, TEPBBIM JIOM/Is 10 OMYIIKH Jieca.

PebsTa BbIIUM U3 Jieca U MOCTISMMIIM A0OMOU. I HUKTO He 3aMeTHJT Cpeii CTAPEHBKUX KPECTOB,
crosiBIIMX B peke lllermunHke, ofiMH HOBBIM, HA KOTOPOM OBUIO HAITUCAHO:

«EBA»
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KecrBenka. Bo3Bpamenne AjbJ0HBbI

I'nraBa 1. IIpoOyauBieecs 310

1940 ron. INocne yxkacamwomero ciyvast Ha peke IllemunHke, Korma TaMHCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM
ycyessa JIEBYIIKa, KOTOpasi BO3BpaIlajiach JIOMOM BMECTE CO CBOMMHU [PY3bsIMH, JIIOOM HaBCErAa
3a0bUTH K Hell Topory. HeckosbKo MOTUJT y 9TOU PeKH Tak M OCTAIUCh HETPOHYThIMU. Bee oHu ucro-
YaJlid UCNIApPEHUs1 C OTBPATUTEIBHBIM 3a1laxoM. bplia TOBKO OfIHA CBEXkask MOTMIIA, HA KPECTe KOTO-
poii Oblia Haanuch: «EBax.

[Tocne cubHBIX JIMBHEN MOYTH BCE MOTHIIBI Pa3MbLIO BOJOH, a IllermunHKa crana mmpe noutu
BJIBOE. DTOr0 OOJIBIIIE BCEro OOSTHCH JKUTEIH ONMKalIlel K peke IepeBHHU, riie Koraa-To u xkuia Epa.

ITo apyryio cropoHy Jjeca nporekasa eme ogHa Meskas peuyiika — KecrBenka. Ha He€ oco-
OEHHO JIIOWIM XOIUTh KYIaThCsl M UTPaTh JIETH, BEllb OHA ObLIa HACTOJIKO MEJIKOM, UTO €€ MOKHO
ObL10 3arpocto nepeiitu BOpon. Panbiiie JKectBenka u Illenunnka He nepecekanuch. Ho ceffuac. ..
[Tocne nponMBHBIX JOKIEH UX PyC/a BCTPETUIIHCH.

Ponuon cunen B u3be, nsrorapiusas s ceOs caMokpyTKy. Ha kyxHe xeHa Jliogmua roro-
BUJIA YKUH.

— Yro-to Bacbku naBHO Het. Bapyr 3a0mynuiicsi? — 00€CIIOKOSHHBIM TOJIOCOM CITPOCHJIA OHA,
BBIIJISIIBIBAS 3-32 ABepy. POIUOH OyTO HE YCIIBIIal BOIPOCa M MPOIOJIKIIT 3aHUMAThCS JTIOOUMBIM
nenoM. Jlionmuia nogonuia k Myxy. Ha crosne nepen HUM ropesa KepocMHOBas JlaMIia, sI3bIYKH I1J1a-
MEHU CO3[1aBaJIM Ha €ro JIMIE U HA COCE/IHEN CTEHE YCTPALIAIOIINE TEHHU.

— Tol yero 3aech Jenaenib? — BO3MyTWIach OHa ero paBHomymvio. Korga Ponuon oGparuin
Ha He€ BHUMaHUe, qoOaBmia: — Caplimimbs? ChlHA JaBHO HET goMa! A ITOXOb LIEJBIA IeHb JIBET Kak
u3 Benpa! Bonpl 7KecTBEHKH MOAHSAINCE. . .

— JlagHo, uny!

PonyoHn 3eBHyN 1 IOLIEN B C€HU, OAEBaThCA. BAPYr mpsMo niepes; HUM € yIapoM pacnaxHylnach
BXOJIHAsI IBEPb, U B IOM BOEkaJI 10 CMEPTU HAITYTAHHBIA ChIH.

— Tot yero? TeOs onsATh TOHsIET TOT cTapiiekiaaccHuk? Kak tam ero... Orer. ..

— Her! Ero... ero... — Bacs He cMOr BBITOBOPUTH CTpaIIHOE CIOBO. CIUIIKOM CHJIBHO ObLI
HarmyraH. Cepjtie ero 6erieHo KOJOTHIIOCh, & TPY/Ib YacTO B3bIMAIIACh.

W3 kyxHu Bbinuia Jlopmuia. YBuUIeB, B KaKOM COCTOSIHUM CBIH, TIOIOeXkasa U cTajia yCIoKau-
BaTh €ro:

— Bcé xopomo, manbii! Tet toma. Tel B 6€30MacHOCTH. . .

— Her! Het! Ona Bcex Hac yObeT, Kak youna Osera!l

Marsb u otel] B3BOJIHOBAaHHO MEPETISIHYJIUCD.

— ThI ceituac csyienb U BCE IOIPOOHO paCCKaKeIlTb.

l'onoc otua npenarenbcku Aporuy, u Bacs, u JllonMuma 310 3aMeTUIIN.

— BblI ke BCE 3HaM PO HeE, — MpoJieneTanl MaIburK, OyXasch Ha CTYII.

bynro He monumas, o 4ém uaET peus, PooguoH nepecnpocut:

— O xom T, cbiH? Y Hac Belb CIOKOMHAS ACPEBHA U. ..

— AnpgoHa! Ona npuribuia cioga no llenurHke! — BCKpUKHYJT MajIbuMK U MOANPBITHYIM. —
Peuky nepenoyHuio u3-3a cuibHOTO AOKIs, U ZKecTBeHKa ¢ Her CIIMIach!

— Thl epyHay ropoamiiib! — BO3MYIIEHHO OCAIUII OTEL.

— Ha okpaune Haient gepeBHU nosiuiiach Mormwia. Moruna Onera, KOTOpOMY OHa BBIKOJIOJIA
rnaza! A em€ sTor 3amnax... Panbiie pedka Tak He naxja! I BCE Buaesn cBoMMH riazamu!

Bacs cran kynakamu TepeTsh rla3za — UX HIUINao oT clié3. PonuoH MomyanuBo mpuoOHST ChIHA,
pacKypuBasi nanvpocy. BeiHYB €€ U30 pra, OH MpayHO ITPOU3HEC:
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— Bce Obi1 yBepeHbl, uTo AnbaoHa yiner. Benp ona 3adpana EBy, nous Muxaunna, ycTpous-
1Iero BeJjbMe Ka3Hb Mepejl Bcell IepeBHEN.

Poanon Tsxkeno B3OOXHYII.

— Pacckaxu MHe, Kak BCE IPOU3OIILIO, ChIHOK. ..
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I'naBa 2. Yépubiil pyuyen

Korpa-to peuymka KectBenka nporekasa Bosp HIenmunHky v 3akaH4MBasach B JIECy, PSIOM
C KOTOPbIM HAaXOJWJIACh JEPEBHS, Ie Kui POOWoOH co cBoel ceMbEN. DTO ObUT OOBIYHBINA YEPHBIN
pyuen, KOTOpBIil KpyTO 3aBOpaYMBajl B CTOPOHY peku LllernunHkm, HO n3-3a MEJIKOBO/IbS HE CIIMBAJICS
c Hell. B mocieTHre HeCKOJIBbKO JTHEH IET JIMBEHb, U YEPHBIN pydel MPeBpaTHICS B PEUKy U JoOpasics
no camoui IlermunHku.

Bce 3Hain, uyto AJbIoHa HAXOAMUTCS B BOJIE, a ceiluac, Korja pydei crai BiuBarhes B [llen-
YHMHKY, OHA BIIOJIHE MOIJIa TIOJ0OPaThCsl K HAITyTaHHBIM JI0 CMEPTH JKUTEJISIM JIEPEBHH.

— o noxnas Mel ¢ Jlemei, CLIHOM TBOEro Jipyra, NOILIM Ha YJIUIy, Ha Hallle CTapoe MECTO —
Ha y€pHbIi pyueid... Ha Oepery Hukoro He Obuto. Mbl urpanu B npsATKH. Jlemka nepemeén pyueit
BOPOI, YTOOBI CIIPATATHCS, U 51 JOJITO HE MOT ero HalTh. S mén rmo Gepery u yImemn CIUIIKOM JaJieKo,
niepectan y3HaBaTh MecTa. [1oaTomy pemmin BepHYThCs Haszaj, uToObl He 3abmynuTbes. Ho uem
Jajpiie men, TemM Oofblie yOeKaancs, 4To MeCTo ObUIO COBEpIEHHO He3HaKOMbIM. CTpaHHO BCE
3T0. 1 ’Ke HUKYyJa He CBOpauMBaJl. BApPyr s mouyBCTBOBaJ pe3KHii 3a11ax CO CTOPOHBI YEPHOTO PyUbs.
S obepnyncs u yxacHyics! Ilepeno MHOU ObLT yke He pyder, a mmpokas peuka! U oT He€ KyTKo
BOHSUJIO TYXJIBIMU SILIAMU. S OU€Hb CUJIBHO UCITYTaJICsl, BE/Ib Thl MHE YAaCTO TOBOPUJI, YTO TaK BOHSET
TosbKo ¢ ogHoil pexku. Ho [llernumnka sxe Tekyia HamHoro ganeine! He noHumas, 4ro npousomnuio, s
ycabIman nozaau ceds rosoc. He nmpocto rosnoc, a kpuk. f pe3ko oO6epHyJics 1 ocToi0eHen oT yxaca!
Aro 6w Jlema! OH mén o Hepery, pasmaxuBas pykamu! Ho He 3TOro MeHs Haryrajo... Y Hero
He OBUIO I71a3. ..

— XouenIb CKa3arh, ITO JeJ10 pyK AJIBIOHBI? — MepeOuI ChiHA OTell.

— Ilepen Tem Kak vcue3HyTh B 1eOpsix Jieca, Jlema npokpuyan: «He cMoTpu i B r71a3a».

Poanon Bckouwi co cryia u nogomen k Bacuuio.

— Tol xe He Bujes e€? AJIIOHY. .. — IPOU3HEC THUXO.

Bacs criiotnyin.

— Th1 pasroBapuBai ¢ Hell? — rpomye noTpedoBai orBeta POIMOH, CXBaTUB ChIHA 3a IJICYH,
OeIlIeHO BHIITYyYHB Ha HETO IJia3a.

B xomHary BOexana mama Jlioqmua.

— Hy uero 1b1 kK Hemy nipuctain?! BaceHbka, UM, JOXKKCH CMaTh, a 3aBTPa IIOTOBOPUM 00 3TOM
BCE BMECTE.

Manpbuuk rnogdeskai K MaTepH, Ta MoleoBajia ero B MaKyIlIKy U MOXypuJa:

— Pyku-to kakue rpssueie! JKuBo MbITh U criaTh!

OtnpasuB Bacunus cnate, Jlioqmuia nogonuia K Myxy.

— Buaums, 10 yero noBoauT TBOE cTporoe oOpaienue ¢ cbiHoM! W Gaiiku rimynbie! Besikue
BeJIbMbI Meperarcsi!

Ona BbIIILIa U3 KOMHATBI, CUJIBHO XJIOITHYB JBEpbI0. POIMOH ocTasicsi HaelmHe CO CBOUMU MbIC-
asMu. OH THXO NOIOLIEN K OKHY, B3IJISIHYJI B HETO, 3aKypHJI OYEPEIHYIO MAIMpoCy.

Bacwuii cnieniHo noiién B BaHHYIO yepe3 TEMHBIN Kopuaop. OH 3aKMypHIICs, HA MTHOBEHbE
npeacTaBuB AJIOHY, KOTOpasi MOIJIa OKa3aTbCs 3[1€Ch, B TEMHOM IPOCTpaHCTBE. BKillounB cBeT
B BaHHOU KOMHaTe, Bacuinii mogoIiéen K yMbIBaJIbHUKY U CTAJI MBITh PYKH MOJ1 TOpsiYeid BOJIOM, MOTJIsI-
ObIBasi B 3€pPKaJIO MEPEJ CaMbIM JIMLIOM.

— Yero ycraBwicsi? — Cipocusl MajbyMK y OTpaxkeHHUs. — MBI e He MOXKeM CKa3aThb MaMe
Y Tiare, 4YTo CMOTpeJH el B I71a3a.

Bacst cMbIBasm MBUIO € PYK, Kak BAPYT YCIIBIIIAT COBCEM PSIIOM C COOOM MPOTSKHBIA TUXUIA
B3/10X. OH pe3KOo MOBEPHYJICS.

— Iokazanoce, — 1menHyI1, He OOHAPYKUB HUYETO MOI03PUTEIHHOTO.
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CTpsiXHYB € pyK BOAY, OH MOIHSI B3IVISA Ha 3€pKajlo, KOTOPOE CHJIBHO 3aIOTeJIO OT ropsiueit
BOJBI. Bacga MOTAHYJICA K HEMY U YKa3aTCJIbHBIM MMaJIbHEM CTaJI ITMCAaTb UM BEAbMBI. Ho uro-1o0 3acTa-
BUJIO €T0 OCTAaHOBUTHCS. [IpUCMOTPEBIINCH K OTPAKEHHUI0, KOTOPOE TOMKHO ObLIO OBITh €r0, OH YBH-
€] COBCEM Jipyroe Jinio. B ator MomeHT Bacs nporagascs, oTKyaa JOHOCWIOCH JbIXaHUE.

— ITocMOTpH BHU3, — MOCIBIIATIOCH U3 3EpKaJa.

Ot uckaxk€HHOro OyaTo OBl TOMIIEH BOABI rOJ0CA, Y MajbUMKa MO BCEMy Tely MoOekaau
mypaniku. Kakas-To HeBegomasi cuiia BhIHYIUIA TOJYUMHUTHCS, U Bacuuii onmyctu roioBy. U3 nexst
B PaKOBHMHE PE3KO BBHITSHYNACH UbsI-TO PyKa, BIEMWIACh €My B TOPJIO U MOTSIHYJA 32 COOOM B BOAO-
CTOK. Bacs ycnes rpOMKO BCKPUKHYTb.
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I'naBa 3. HoBble kepTBbI

B HeGe Bucena Gonblias JiyHa, KOTOpasi OYTH TOJHOCTBIO OCBelIaia IBOp. POmuoH crosii
y OTKPBITOrO OKHA. JIOKypuB, BHIOPOCHIJI CUTapeTy Ha YJHIly U cCOOUpAJICs yKe 3aKphIBaTh CTBOPKH,
KAaK BJIPYT Y4ysUl 3HAKOMBIN eKui 3anax. OTIyCTUB B3IJIsLI, OH YBUJIEJ YKACAIOIIYI0 KAPTUHY: YEp-
HBII pydert, JKecTBeHKa, KAKUM-TO HEBEPOSITHBIM 00pa30M pa3/iniia CBOM BOJIBI IIPSMO JI0 UX JOMa
U Teneps IJIECKAJIach BIUIOTHYIO K CTEHE MO/BaJa.

PonuoH cyHys1 pyKy B KapMaH JIOMAIlTHUX IITAHOB, YTOOBI JOCTaTh CIIUYKU U TOACBETUTD JOM
BBICYHYBUINCh U3 OKHA, HO BJIPYI' B BAHHOW pa3jajics JETCKUI KPUK.

— Bacpka!

Orer Opocuiicst U3 KOMHATHI, HE 3aKPbIB OKHO.

[TepBoii y BaHHOM KOMHaThl OKa3zajiach Jliogmuiia. To, 4To oHa yBUjiena 3a JBEphIO, MOMYTHIIO
e€ pasym. Ha mosty Bo3J1e pakoBUHBI Jiexkasio Oe3/apixaHHoe Tesio Bacunus. Y Manbunka He ObUIO TJ1a3.

Ot norpsicenust PoanoH cxBaruiicsl 3a rojioBy U oTBepHyJics. JlionMua, Tepsis co3HaHue, cTaia
oceziaTh BHU3 110 cTeHe. POIMOH X0Tes NoACTyNUTh K MEPTBOMY CBIHY, HO 3aMep, Kak TOJIbKO YBUJIEI
Ha 3epKaJjie KpOBaBO-aJ1yl0 HaJIUCh:

«KT10 Ha MeHs MOCMOTPUT —

Toro yromutio B 6osote!

N g ne ycnokoroce,

IIoka BBl BCe HE yMpETE. . .»

Ponyon cTosin Bo3se crapoit ApsSxJion U30YIIKH, 03UPasiCh MO CTOPOHaM, OYATO OO0sICh Mpeciie-
JOBaHMA. 3arax TyXJIbIX sIMIL YK€ OCHOBATEJIbHO OCEJl B IEPEBHE, U AbIILIATh CTAHOBWIIOCH BCE TPY-
Hee. ’KecTBeHKa rmogo0paiach Ciofa o KaHaBKam M BIIaJUHAM CTapoy IOPOTH Y Jieca, KOTOPYIO HUKTO
HUKOI/Ia HE YNHUJL.

Hoxnasiuch 3axapa, PonuoH 3akypuit v mogait Ipyry Apoxaliyio ot BoJHeHUs pyky. [ne-To
He/IaJIeKo, HaJl ToJIeM, pa3jiajics packaT rpoMa. MyKUMHbI IOHSUIU, YTO OYEPEHOUN CHIILHBIN JIMBEHb
JMIIb BONpoC BpeMeHH. OHKM 00a TOYHO 3HAIM, KaKUM 00pa3oM B AEPEBHIO MPOHUKJIA AJbIOHA:
no peke IllenmuuHke, KOTOpasi U3-3a OOMJIBHBIX JOKICH CIMIIACH C YEPHBIM PYyUYbEM, U TETIephb €ro
TIOJTHOTIPABHO MOKHO Ha3biBaTh PeKoil KeCTBEHKO.

Copina 3axapa, JI€nry, Tak U He cMOr HUKTO HalTH. [la HUKTO M He peliajicsi UCKaTh B TOU
CTOpPOHE, KyJja OH TOTAa MOUIEN, Be/ib TaM IIpOTeKasa MpoKJsATas peka!

— Y0 X MBI HAaTBOpWIM! — B cepALlax MPOU3HEC 3axap, BCIOMHUB COOBITHS TPUAIIATHIIETHEN
JaBHOCTH, KOTJIa Ha I71a3aXx Y IIeJION IepeBHU OHM Ka3HWIIM BebMy AJbJOHY. — OHa 3abpasia Halmx
neteii! — 0OABUII OH C TOPECTHIO.

— Io3mHo ropeBath, 3axap. Hano uto-To aenars. — PopyoH oTOpocKi manupocy Ha MOKpPYIO
3emunio U 3aaymaiicsl. — [lomuums Muxauna, y Koroporo 1oub ucuesina Ha [llermunnke? Moxert, oH
YTO 3HAeT Mpo BeapMy? CribHbIC U clladble €€ CTOPOHBI.

CBepkHYyJIa MOJIHUSA, YKe OJKe, HaJl CAMOU JepeBHEH.

— Ham Hayio OICTpO HalTH I0M 3TOoro Muxaunnia, — 3aaymaics 3axap, — MoKa pydeit He 3aro-
JIOHWJI BCIO JIEPEBHIO.

OH MeTHYJICS TyAa-00paTHO B N30y, YTOOB! BHIKJIOUHUTH CBET.

Beuep mozo sce Ons.

JIBOoe 1oj IPOJIMBHBIM J0KAEM UM MUMO JOMOB, U MbITAINCh PA3MIsAAETh KakK/AbIA U3 HUX,
XOTS MM TIOTOKH BOJIbI, JIBIOIIEHCS C HeOec, c/ieaB BCce I0Ma MOXOKMMU JIPYT Ha JIpyTa.

Hakoner, 1Boe MyX41H OCTaHOBIJIMCH BO3JIE €AMHCTBEHHOW U30bI, y KOTOPOI HE FOPEJTN OKHA.

— Ioxoxe, OH 31ech KUBET, — HEYBEPEHHO MPOroBOpUJI 3axap, IVIsSIHYB Ha Apyra U3 1oj npo-
MOKIIIETO HACKBO3b KaIlIOIIIOHA.
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Ponyon nonomén k ABepu U, yrepeB pyKaBoM JIMLO OT BOBI, MocTyvyan. OTBeTa He Mocien0-
Bajio. Ponmon nmocryyan emé pas, yxe cuiibHee, IOTOM OTIIATHYJ W MOHsUI, YTO HACTYIIWII B BOZY.
OO0epHYBIINCH, OH YBUJIENT, UYTO pydeld COBCEM pa3juJcs o JepeBHE.

— MBml 31€ch 3ps TepsieM BpeMsl, — IpOoU3HEC 3axap, — HaBepHska Mullika ymep yxe. ..

B 3TOT caMblii MOMEHT B IOM€ BKJIIOUMJICS CBET, U U3-3a IBEPU JIOHECCS X PUIAThI CTapYeCKUI
roJIoc:

— O6oxauTe HeMHOTO.  ceiiyac BBITY.

[TpomokIiine HaCKBO3b HE3BAHBIE TOCTU MEPEITISHYJIUCh.

— OH? — 3acomHeBasicst 3axap. — Y Hac HET BpeMEHH Ha OLITHOKY.

OH nocmoTpen Tyaa, OTKyJa OHHU MPUILIUIM, U yKACHYJICS: pydell NOAIOo3al K JOMY, IJIe OHU
CTOSLIN.

Hakonen, 3aMOK IENKHYI, M U3 IIE/IX ABEPHOTO IPOEMA BBIHBIPHYJIA Ce/last JIOXMaTasi roJjIoBa.
JlMkoBaThIM B3IVIAOM OKMHYB 3axapa v PonnoHa, ctapuk 3aroBopuil epBbIM:

— ¥ MeHsl HeT 371eCh 3HAKOMBIX, YTOObI OHM KO MHE MIPUXOJVJIN B TOCTH. Y3K TeM OoJiee B TaKyIo
TMOTO.TY.

My>X4MHBI BCMOTPEJTUCH B OITyXIIee MOPIIMHUCTOE JIMIIO C MOXHATBIMU OPOBSIMH.

— 9T0 He OH, s Tak U ayMai! — OT 3710CcTU rosioc 3axapa MOYTH COPBAICA. — DTO HUKOMY
He HykHbli crapuk! OH HUYero He 3HaeT npo AsbaoHy! [onumm orciona, moka oHa HaC caMuXx 311€Ch
He Hara!

I'py60o cxBaruB PoagnoHa 3a pyKy, 3axap MoTauyi ero ¢ KpbUibIia, HO TOJI0C CTapyKa MPO3ByYal
UM B CIIUHBI:

— JKectBeHka ternepb BOHsIET Tak ke, Kak U [llemunnka! AnbaoHa CKOpO MPUILIBIBET crofia! —
CrapyK TpOMKO 3aCMEsUICS U APOKAIIUM TajbleM yKa3al B CTOPOHY MPUOIMKAIOIIETrocs: pyybsl. —
3anax TyxJblX saull... Heyxenu Bbl €€ He 3a/1pIxaeTech?

Crapuk CHOBa 3ap’kajl He CBOMM TroliocoM. MeJIeHHO 3aKpbiBasi 32 cOOOM IBEPb, 3a00pMOTA:

«AJIBIOHY MBI Pa303JIUIA

U B neuu coxrimy,

N tpyn Ml yTOnuim.

A Ha JeTsx Tenepb rpexu!»

3axap 1 PonmoH ¢ yxxacom HaOmogamm yepe3 OKHO, KaK CTapUK Mepelién Ha KyXHIO, Iie BKJTIO-
YHJI CBET U Oe3yMHBIM B3IVISIIOM CMOTpeN Ha HUX. Yepe3 CTeKJI0 ObUI CIBIIEH ero Oe3yMHbIN CMeX.

— 3nech onacHo. [lomm GwicTpeii! — motopormn 3axap. — CTapuk COBCEM BBIKU M3 yMa
U CIIWJICA MOC/IEe UCYE3HOBEHU S 1ouepy EBbI.

Crapuk OynTO YCTBIIIAT M Pe3KO MepecTan cMesThesl. Ero B3mIsn MeQIeHHO TOTON3 BHUS.
C nepekolleHHbIM B yKace JIMLIOM OH ITOCMOTpe Ha 1oil. 3axap u PoauoH ycielmanm:

— He moxet ObiTh! Bona! Boma! Bei... Bel mpuBenu e€ ko mae!

3a cniHOM Muxamia BeIpOCyia TeHb. AJTbIOHA 0OXBATUIIA €70 TOJIOBY YEPHBIMY PYKaMH 1 BJia-
BWJIA JJIMHHBIE OCTPBIE KOI'TH MY B IJ1a3a.
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I'n1aBa 4. IIpoun!

1835 roa. Crapyiika ¢ MaJleHbKOM JIEBOYKOM, BIETIMBINEHCS B €€ MOPIIUHUCTYIO PYKY, OBICT-
PbIM IIarOM IILTM MUMO TPHUJIABKOB MECTHOTO 0a3apa. B BHIXOqHOI IeHb cOOpasioch 0COOEHHO MHOTO
Hapojy, Be/lb OMM3mIach 3uMa. JKuTesnu IepeByIKy MPEeKPacHo 3HAIH, UTO B TIOXOE CII0XKHOE BpeMsI
6azap padorarb He OyJeT, TO3TOMY OHU COOMPAITUCH 3aKYIUTHCS MTPOIYKTaMU U BCeM HeOOXOAUMBIM
it fomMa. B nepeBHe ObLT JIMIITH OJVMH JIAPEK, U OH He ObLT OOraT IMoJIe3HbIM U HYXKHBIM, a CAMBI
O KA HOPMaITBHBIN MTPOLYKTOBBIN Mara3suH HaXOAWJICS B IBA/ALIATH KIJIOMETPax OTCIOA.

MyXUKU XOOUIM peidaunTh Ha peky LllemunHky, yToOB TPOKOPMUTD ceMblo. [IpoOpaBIHCh
yepe3 OOOTHUCTBIE TOIH, PO/ TI0 Y3eHBKMM TPOIMHKAM T'YCTOrO Jieca, OHHM CaAMJIMCh Ha Oepery
Y JI0 TIO3[JHETO Beuepa MbITAIMCh HAJIOBUTb XOTh YTO-TO. PhiOa KiieBasa mioxo.

—Komb! Tel 6 nyume Ha JKecTBeHKY MOMIEN. 3a4eM UITH B TAKYIO Aajih? — CKa3aia AHHA CBOEMY
MYXKY, KOTOPBII paHO YTPOM COOpaJICsl Ha PHIOAJIKY.

— Hy yx net! Ha sToM pyube 51 HEKOrIa He Oymy JoBUTh ppiOy. OH HHUKOrIa He OyleT MoIHO-
BOoIHbIM.— OTBeTu xeHe Kos.

— Tl pa3Be He chbIXal, YTO TOBOPAT MecTHbIe? YTO K0OBI OT 3T0i LLIermunHKy CKBEpHO MaxHeT.
A B TOM rojiy Ha Hell HallJIM YTOTUICHHUKA. .. MOJIO/I0i YeIOBeK, SIKOObI, OTPaBUJICS UCTIAPCHUSIMHU.

— Yyms Bce 310, AHB! CMOTpPH 32 I0YKOH, s TOMIEN PHIOAYUTb.

Hwukonaii ozencst 1 HarpaBWIICS K BBIXOLY, HO AHHA OCTAaHOBUJIA €TO B CEHSIX.

— Konb. Yto-T10 ¢ Haueli ieBoukoii He Tak. Tel Buzen e€ rasza?

My>X4rMHa HEHAJIONTO 3ayMaJICs U TIPOU3HEC:

— He 3Hato0 gaxe. { He Bepro B muctuky. Ho Thl cama J0JIKHA MOHUMATh, YTO 3a HAIIU TPEXU
KTO-TO JJOJIKEH PacIiadyrBaThCsl.

OH OKHMHYJT eHY MPAYHbIM B3IJISIIOM U BBIIIIEN U3 U30bI.

— Bbalymika. A Moelb JieleHel] KyuTh? — MOMpOCHIIa IEBOYKA, YBU/IEB Ha MPUJIABKE JIIOOU-
MO€ JIAKOMCTBO B BU/JIE METYIIKA.

— IIpocTo uam 1 HY Ha KOTO HE CMOTpH! — MpOIIUIesa crapyxa, OfIepHYB peOEHKa 3a PyKY.

— Hy 6a-a-Oymika, XoTb KOH(pETKY!

3aMeTHUB HaBepHYBUIMECS Ha IJ1a3ax JIEBOYKHU CJIE3BI, CTapyXa CKAJIMIIACD.

— Ilocroii 3aeck y 3TOrO JIepeBa, U HU Ha KOTO HE CMOTPH, a s CXOXKY 3a JIEICHLIOM.

IMopmoiins k mpopasiumile, 6adka ckazana:

— Haiite nepenen. OnuH.

— Bospmure erié koHpeTbl, — yabIOHYIach MpogaBimia. — [jist Takol KpacuBOM BHYYKH, Kak
BaIla. ..

— He cmotpute Ha 3Ty HenocnyHyo AeBouky! OHa. ..

Crapyxa nepexBaTuJia B3[JIsi POAABIIUIIBL, KOTOPasi TOCMOTpEJA B I71a3a JeBouke. JKeHImyHa
TYT K€ 3aMepJia Ha MECTe U He MOIJIa CIBUHYTbCA Jake Ha MUJUIUMETP.

— C Bamu Bcé B nopsiike?

Crapyxa B3s1a JKeHIIMHY 32 pyKy. Ta pe3ko BblIEpHY/Ia €€ U HeYEJI0BEUECKUM T'0JIOCOM ITpo-
roBOpHJIA:

«B orHe e€ He cKapuTh,

B Bonie He yronuts!

[Tpupnér u3 Henp Ana,

Urob Bcex Hac MOryouTh. ..»

KpoBb motekna u3 HOca MPONABIIMILL, Ja TaK CHJIBHO, YTO 32 HECKOJBKO CEKYH] 3aJIiiia
Y BOPOT, ¥ NIepeTHUK. YBU/IEB 3TO, CTApyXa 3allaHUKOBAJIA:

— Yro ¢ Bamu? Bam cpouHO HykeH Bpau!
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JKeHIlMHA eBa CIBIIIHO MTPOIIEenTaa:

— Vxonute oTciona 1 HUKOTAA He BO3BpalllaiiTeCh. YXoauTe oTciofa npous! [1pous!

CorHyBIINCh, 32)KUMast HOC, TPOJABIIMIA OTBEPHYJIACH, YTOOBI HE BUIIETh 0a0Ky U €€ BHYUKY.
Crapyxa oToluia OT IpujaBKa.

MuipHo ryssionpe 1o 6a3apy npoxoXue YCIbIIIAIM CTPAHHBIA HEeCTECTBEHHBIN IETCKUI CMEX.
Onu Hagoiro ero 3anoMHWIM. OCOOEHHO Te, KTO MOCMOTpPES Ha IEBOYKY BO3JIE JIEpeBa.
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I'maBa 5. OHa ncuesJa

3axap u PonnoH KuHyIMCh Oekarth MO JOpore Terepb OOJbIle MOXOXKEH Ha pydyei: YEpHBIM
pydeil, eqKkuid 3amax KOTOPOro HamoJIHSUI UX JIErkue. [pOMKO IpOXHYJI TpoM, M OT UcIyra 3axap
elBa He yraj B Boay, HO PoimoH BoBpems ero yaepskai. JKectBeHka, cMemmaiasics ¢ [llemunHkoid,
HaroHsuia Oeryyx, HO y HUX IMOKa MoJTydanoch yoerarb. MoKpble HACKBO3b, MY:KUMHbI BHIOEIKAIIH
Ha CTapyIo IOpory, KOTopasi Besa K jiecornoyioce. Tam ObUTO UX criaceHue — BO3BBIIIEHHOCTh. Ho /10 Heé
emé Hago ObUIO yCIeTh I0OeKaTh.

[Nozaau ce6s1 Ponyion ychblman 3HaKOMBIH ToJIoC:

— ITan! O6epuuck! Cniacu MeHs1, Ioka eig ectb Bpemsl. OHa MeHsI IOTOHSIET.

— Jlaxe He cMeil 3Toro jienarh! — rnpoxpurien 3axap, HeXOTs IJI0Task CMPa/IHbINA BO3IyX. — DTO
OHa — AJIbJIOHA.

I'onmoc mpo3Byyast cHoBa:

— Henymka 3axap! Bam BHyk *kuBoi. B TOoT neHb, korma mbl rynsuid, Benbmy oteiek Orer,
u JI€ma Baill 10 CuX NOp UIIET CBOH JIOM. ...

3axap B3pOrHYI U 0OEPHYJICS CO CIIOBAMM:

— Jléma xuB?

N Ty nepen HUM BO3HMKIIA OHA. BenpMa.

— Kakoii HauBHbIi! A Mor Obl 1 kuTh! — C 3TUMU ciToBaMU AJTbJOHA HAKMHYJIach Ha 3axapa
Y BOH3WJIACh CBOMMH KOT'TSIMU €MY B IJ1a3a.

Korpma Begpma pazzenanach ¢ otiioM JI€mm, pydeir Ha BpeMsi OCTAaHOBHJI TeueHHe. DTO Jajio
Pouony manc cOexarb, OTOpBaThCS OT MpeciiefoBaHus BeabMbl. Ho HeHagonro. . .

Crapas mopora KoHYMJIach. Brnepenu mpoctupanock orpoMHoe mone. UtoObl nodpartbes
70 JIECOTONOCH, POIMOHy HY)XHO MPOUTH Yepe3 Bs3Koe 00JI0TOo, Iepe KOTOPHIM OH OCTAaHOBUJICS.

OcMeMBIIUMCh PUCKHYTh, OH T0JI€3 CKBO3b KYCTBI M CKOPO IOOpaJICSl 10 CepelrHbl OIS
1 oBpara Ha HEM. ToT ObLT HANIOJTHEH BOIOM.

— O, "et! Pyueii yxe MOr CIUTbCS € 9TON BOAOM !

Ho Bpemenu maymath He Obu1o. He 4yBCTBYs HOT OT yCTaJIOCTH M XOJIOfAQ, POIMOH MpBIrHYIT
B OBpar, Bojia B KOTOPOM OKa3aJiach €My IO Mosic. JIeTCKuil 11ad 3aCTaBUjIl €ro 3aMepeTh.

— TonbKO HE 3TO. .. — IPOLIUIIEN OH.

— Bbl He Buzieu Moero mnary?

COpocus oriernieHenue, PonoH 3aroBoput:

— Kak b1 31€Ch OKazasicsi? U kak 30BYT TBoero oria’?

Manbuuk, nepectaB IlakaTh, OTBETHI:

— 3axap.

Ot HakaTuBIIero yxaca PonuoH cHOBa oreneHes, HO CMOT 4yTh MOBEPHYTHCS K MaJIbYMKY.
Aro 6w JIENa, 1 OH CTOSLT BO3JIe oBpara. [71a3a ero Obli MOAepHYTH OeJIol, Kak MOJIOKO, TIeJICHOM.
Cepoe 1110 ObUIO0 TOBEPHYTO B CTOPOHY JIOPOTH, MO KOTOPO# mpubdexan Poauon.

— 3abepure ero QyIry, OHM BCe — IJIOXUE POTUTENH !

— Tb1 KOMy 3TO? — [IpO’Ka, TPOLIENTAT MYKYMHA.

CnpaBa Ha TOpU30HTE CBEpKHYJIa MOJIHMS, Poimon oGepHyscs Ha He€. Bozie oBpara crosiia
Be/IbMa M CMOTpeJia Ha Hero MPOXKUTAIOIIUM B3IJISIOM.

— Tos Jliogmuna x €t Teds 3aeck! [IprucoeauHsiiicss! — BMECTO rpoMa MOCIIBIIIATICS € TOJoC.

Ponnon B maHuKe NpUHSUICS KapaOKaTbCsl HaBepX, Mpodb U3 Boabl. OH BUAENT HEOOJBIION
OTpPEe30K TOJIsl, a 32 HUM — BBICOKUI XOJIM C jiepeBbsiMu. CriaceHne ero ObUIO Ha BO3BBIITIEHHOCTH !
Ho BenpMa crosiia CIUIKoOM OH3KO.
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UYyyioM BHIOpABIIMCH U3 OBpara, POIMOH yBuU/Iel MOBCIOY BOAY M YUysUT €€ YIYIIUTUBOE 37I0BO-
Hue. C IByX CTOPOH K HEMY MpUOIMAKATINCh Ba pydbsi. PykaBom mpotepeB ot noxas o0, Ponuon
HAaITpaBWJI B3IJISIIT HA XOJIM.

— IocnemHuii aHc! — cKas3ai v co BCeX HOT OpOCHIICS BIIEPE.

He oOparasi BHUMaHUSI HA XJIBIHYBILIHE BJIOTOHKY MOTOKM YEPHOM BOABI M TOJIOCA YMEPIINX
OT PyK BeabMbl, POIMOH, ¢ AMKMM jXeJlaHWeM cracTuch Oexas K near. OH moOpascss 1o Xonama
1 noOexkaJ Jaibliie K Jiecornosoce. YOequBIIHCh, YTO ONMACHOCTh MUHOBAJIA, POIMOH ocTaHOBHIICS,
CceJl Ha 3eMJTIO U TIOTIBITAJICS OT/IBIIIATHCS.

B Bricku Ouia KpoBb, a ToJI0Ba TOTOBA OblTa pa3opBaThesi Ha YacTu. OcMOoTpeBIIKCh, PoinoH
yOeInIICs, UTO MOOIM30CTH HUKOTO He HET M BOJIHOBATHCS HE O YEeM.

Tak, B TUIIMHE, MEX TUIAKY4MX UB U OpE3 OH MPOCHIEI OKOJIO MSATHAALATH MUHYT. [IpIxanue
BOCCTaHOBHJIOCH, OPTaHM3M YCIIOKOWJICSI, M POJIMOH MOTHSIICS HA HOTH.

— 51 e€ mobGemun! OHa ucyesna.

C rpycThiO U OIIyIIeHUueM MOoOe/Ibl OH MO Y3€HBKON TPOIMHKE MOOPEN BIIYyOb JIECOMOIOCH,
Y CKOpPO HATKHYJICSI HAa HEOONBIIION KameHb. Ha kaMHe ObLT BhIlIaparnaH TeKCT:

— Cnacu6o 6aly1iike, 4To MpuBesia MeHs ciofa. S1 ckopo BepHych. .. M Tora B Bee noxkaneere!

V Poamona moTeMHeIo B I71a3ax, U OH PyXHYJI 0e3 CO3HAHUSI.
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IleTpuna

I'naBa 1. 3apo:kaenus 3ja

Hukonaii 1 AHHa OYeHb JIOJroe BpeMsl He MO uMeTh Jeteid. [lociie ux cBaibObl 1o AepeBHe
TIPOIIIE CIIyX, YTO JEBYIIKA Hauala U3MEHITh CBOel MoyioBUHKe. [lo 3amyxkecTBa 32 AHHOHN yXaKu-
BaJI UyTh JIU HE KaX/IbIA lepeBeHCKUil apeHb. OHO 1 HeMyzapeHo. JleByika Oblia HaJiesieHa He3eM-
Hou Kpacotoil. Ho cepriie AHHBI IpUHAIekano Toiabko Hukonaio.

MHoOrO0 OBbIIO ¥ 3aBUCTHUKOB. OHU-TO U MBITAIUCH pa30UTh cUyacThe MoJonbix. Ho BitoGieHHbIe
He oOpalllaJii Ha 9TO BHUMaHUsI. B CKOPOM BpeMeH! OHU TTOKEHUIMCh U 3aKUJIA CYACTIUBO. TOJBKO
BMecTe ObITh CTAJIM peke. YK OUeHb Tsokenasi Obula padoTa y cymnpyra.

Hwukonaii ¢ camoro yTpa yxoaui ¢ My)XUKaMH Ha BBIpYOKy. Jlec ObUT cTapbiM, ¢ BHYIIUTEb-
HBIMU JiepeBbsiMU. CeJlo paciupsiioch, U JIIOJU HA4YaId CTPOUTH JoMa Ha Oepery peku LlemunHku.

AHHa cujena aoma, momoraia Matepu o xo3sictBy. Korma My padotas, OHa MHOTIA XOIUIa
B JIEC, B TO MECTO, TJIe CTOsIT KoJiofiell. B epeBHe JaBHO 3HAIM, YTO TaM HAXOOUTCS camasi JyucTasi
BOJIa B oKpyre. Hukorait mpu aToM 3anpernas JIoOMMoi XoauTh oHOH B Jiec. Kak Oyaro Gecriokounsicst
3a AHHY, 4TO-TO MPEIYyBCTBOBAI.

OpHax/apl yTPOM MOJIO/BIE JIIOAM HEMHOI'O MOB3IOPWIN, U AHHA, TOKAABIIUCh yXOIa MykKa
Ha BIPYOKY XBOWHBIX JIEPEBbEB U IyOOB, TIOIILIA B 3TOT CaMblii Jiec. Halis crapeiil Kosozenn B IITyXOi
yarie, oHa MPUTOTOBUJIACh HAOMpaTh BOMY, KaK BAPYT M03a/1 ceOsl yCbliaia XpycT BETOK. B necy
OBbLIO JIOCTATOYHO CBETJIO U OOEpHYBIIMCh, AHHA YBHEIa deioBeka. Be€ ero 1eso ObUIo IOKPHITO
YEepHOU MaHTHEH U JIMIIa He ObLJIO BUIHO.

JleByIiKa cripocuiia y HE3HAKOMIIA; OTKYJa OH, U HY>KHO JI1 €l OCBOOOIUTbh MECTO y KosioAa?
B orBeT He3HaKoMel] MTHOBEHHO COTM3MUIICS, CXBATUJI €€ 32 TOPC CO CJIOBAMU:

«Bozne cmapoezo éemxozo opesa,

Ymo k Konoouy eemesamu cmoum.

H3 meoezo pooumcsi upesa

Ta, umo yorcac 6 depegre npooaum!»

INocne 9TUX CIIOB My)XYMHA Pa30pBa IUlaThe AHHBI U M3HACUJIOBAJ OSTHYIO JICBYIIIKY.

JleByIIka Kpryasia ¥ OTOMBaJach, HO €€ HUKTO He ciiblinal. CUITbHBIE PYKH HE3HAKOMIIA KPETTKO
yaep:xxuBaiu ee. CIMIIKOM JaJeKO HAXOIWJICS KOJIozel B jiecy. Jla u MaJio KTO Crofia XOIuI.

Cpnenag CBOE rpsi3HOE JeJ10, He3HAKOMell pUHYJICs OekaTh, HO AHHA ycIiesia CXBaTUTh Mep3aBIia
3a kamooH. CopBaB ero, AeByIlIKa YBUAEA JIUIO MyUUTENIS U... Y Hee TOMYTHICA pa3yM. YepHble
KaK YroJjib IJ1a3a pacTepsiHHO CMOTPEJU B JIMIIO JIeBYIIKU. [IOTOM OH pe3ko pa3BepHYJICS U yOexa
B JieC, Mcue3ast MekJIy cTapbix AyOoB U eneit. C Tex Mop HUKTO HE BUJIEN YesIOBeKa, 00JIaueHHOTO
B YEPHYIO MaHTUIO.

[Mpuas nomoin, AnHa poxknaanack Hukomast ¢ pabotel. Cuis Ha KyXHE HallpOTUB MYKa, OHA
paspbliaiiack M pacckasaia mpo ciyduBiieecs B Jiecy. Hukomait XMypo OIyCTHII TOJIOBY M MOTYa
BBIIIIEN U3 KyXHH.

CKopo cemeiHas napa y3Haja elle OfIHy HIOKMPYIOLIYI0 HOBOCTh; AHHA OKa3aJ1ach B MOJIOKE-
HUM. 3Hast 0 TOM, 4To Hukomail He MOr UMeTh JIeTell, IeBYIIKa ellle CUIbHEee UCITyrajiach, OOsIach
TOTA/1aThCs EMY Ha I71a3a.

[Tocne Toro Beuepa Ha KyxXHe, OH He POPOHWIT HU cioBa. Buas, kak cTpagana Anna, Hukonait
BEUEpaMH 3aJIMBAJI TOPE CAMOTOHOM. 3a napy HeAesb JEBYIIKA MOCTApesa HA HECKOJIBKO JIET, JIULIO
MOKPBUIOCh MOPIIIMHAMHU, & BOJIOCHI Havasu cejieth. Torma Hukonaii B OMH U3 BeUepoB Tociie pyoOKH
Jieca BOIIeJ B ¢ KOMHATY CO CIIOBaMMU:
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— INomHo Te6e meyanuthes. Huuero yxe He nopenaenis. Pebenka ocraBum. {1 ¢ TBoeit maryiii-
KOU yke JaBeya mooOmascs. Pebenky ums npuaymand. — Hukomaii rpyctHO yislOHyscs. — Eciu
MabuuK Oynet — IrHaToM Ha3oBeM, Kak Moero jieaa. Hy a eciu 1eBouka — Ha30BeM AJIbIOHOM.
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I'naBa 2. PeBepc

1940 roa. Bukrop u OJer mumm no y3KoW TPOIUHKE, BAOMbL Oepera peuymiku [lerpunia. [Moa-
POCTKU mpocu e 6ojiee MATH YacoB, YTOOBI HAJIOBUTH PHIOBI, HO KJIEBa, Kak Ha3Jio, He Obuto. OJier
cpa3y 3aMeTuJI, YTO pedka craja Oosiee 0ObeMHOI; Beb UX CTAPOe MECTO, IJie OHU BCErJa JIOBUIU
pbIOy, OBLIIO MOJTHOCTHIO 3aTOTLICHO.

— Moii otelr cpasy ckasajl, 4To Heuero 3/1ech aesiath. Bes ppiba yruibiia B 6oiee MEIKyIo peduKy
/KecTBeHKy.

BukTop npuiiypui ria3a, HeHaJJ0/Iro 3a4yMaBLIIKCh. JIOrHaB CBOETO TOBAPHILA, OH ITPOU3HEC:

— Cnymiaii, Oner, Moxert roviaém Ha JKectBeHKy? MHe oTell BeJiesl HAJIOBUTbH priObl. OH cKaza,
4TOOBI 51 0e3 Hee JOMOU He MpUXoAuI. Thl Bellb 3HACIIIb, YTO OH MapaTu30BaH U HE MOXKET. . .

— Ja 3nHa10 51! — HaxmypuB 100, otBeTrs1 OJer. — Thl pa3Be He B Kypce CIIYXOB PO 3Ty peuKy?

— Y10 3TO UepHBIA pyueid, I1e HUKOI/Ia He ObLIO PhIObI? — I3BUTENIBHO 3aMeTHI BUKTOP.

— 3Hauut He cibiuan. He xouy s Tyna uaru. OdyeHs TeMHOeE 3T0 MecTo. [la 1 Kak Thl 3aMeTuI,
TaM JISICTBUTEJILHO HET PHIObI.

BukTop, Ha MrHOBEHME 33 JyMaBILIMCh, OTBETUJI:

— A MHe OIMH MapeHb M3 COCEIHEro pailoHa CKas3all, YTo TaM IMOJTHO PhIOBL. DTO U3-32 MEJIKO-
BonpsA. Ero Bpone 3Banu. .. — BUKTOp 3aMOJIK, CHJISICh BCIOMHUTD.

— Bacwmuii? — orBeTus1 3a cBoero Toapuina Orer.

— Ma! A orkyna Thl 3Haemb?

[TonpocTok cepbe3HO MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOETO NPUATEINS U TPOU3HEC:

— Her ero 6onpliie B KUBBIX.

— 3T0 Kak? — HenojyIeIbHO yauBMiIcs Bukrop.

— A BOT Tak. Most MaTylika MHe BCE pacckazajia. BCio 3Ty JUKyI0 HCTOPUIO.

— Tw1 310 K yemy? — Buktop obasneBa Bc€ Ooblie

— Ero youna Anpnona! — npormren Oser. — OHa CBOMMHU KOTTSIMU BbIJJaBWJIA TTAPHIO TJia3a!

B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 IyYHHBI TEMHOW BOJIbI BBIITPHITHYJIA PbIOA U C CUITBHBIM BCIJIECKOM HBIPHYJIA
00paTHO, YeM KperKo Hamyrajia WAyIux 1o oepery peku [leTpuiisl mogpoCTKOB.

BuxkTop nogoren Kk BoAoeMy M MOCMOTpPEN Ha TO MECTO, IIe TOJBKO UTO ObLia OONBIIYIIast
pbionHa. He ckpbiBast yiuBiIeHUsI, OH IIPOU3HEC:

— Pri0a BoinpeirHynia B cTOpoHy pyubsi JKectBeHku. Eciut ThI He Xouenns uaTh Ha KecTBEeHKY,
TO s TOWAY Tyda OnUH. Y MeHs Lenast 6aHka uepseil. [la u otel He OyleT B BOCTOpPre OT MOETo
TENEePELIHEro yJIoBa.

Orier, MBICJIEHHO COIVIACUBILIMCH C JPYroM, ITOKayaJl T'oJIOBOM U TUXO IPOU3HEC:

— IMonum.

Jpy3bst 3ammaraiu MuUMo pedku [leTpuiipl, B OKpy:KeHUH XBOMHBIX JIEPEBbEB U KYCTOB MOXKe-
BesibHUKA. COBCEM CKOpO €€ PYCIIO Pe3KO CY3UJIOCh, M PeKa CTajla MOXOAUTbh Ha MeJKUi pydei. Pak-
TUYECKM B 9TOM MECTE OHA 3aKaH4YMBaJlach M HaunMHaiicsl pydelt JKectBeHka. [lasbliie nmpocTupaiach
IUTMHHAS JIECOMOJIOCa, U pydell HauMHaJ YIIIyOIsIThCSl B XBOMHBIE 1eOpU, TEM CaMbIM OTHAJISISI TIO/-
POCTKOB OT IOCEJIK, IJIe OHU MPOKUBAJIH.

Cnycrs mapy MmuHyT Osier 1 BUKTOp yBHIE M y OMyIIKY Jieca HeOOoIbIIyIo TIOTHHY. Heckombko
MOBAJICHHBIX JIepeBbeB Melann TedeHuio JKectBeHku. OJier TyT ke MOJOIIe K eCTeCTBEHHO o0pa-
30BaBIIEHCS TUIOTHHE W TOMBITAICS pa3o0paTh 3aBaji. [IoTOK pyubsi cpasy ke YCUIMJICS, U BOJIbI
7KecTBeHKM Haualy pa3uBaThCs BIepel, B CTOpoHY peuyluku [lerpura.

Hcrouas yBepeHHOCTH, OJier MOBEpHYIICS B CTOPOHY BHKTOpa, CTOSIBIIIETO Ha Ipyrom Oepery.

— Teneps MoxHO MATH 0OpaTHO! PHiOa moruteiBeT B cTopony [leTpuirpbl.

Ho Tyt ronoc Onera BHe3anHo MpepBajl KpUK YEJI0OBEKA CO CTOPOHBI JIECOIOIOCHI:

— Yro ke Bbl Hajlenanu? Tenepp BebMa MOXKET IPOHUKHYTH B Balll paiioH!
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I'naBa 3. Ona BepHyJach

UYestoBek BhIIIENT U3 Jieca M HA OKpanHe HEOOJBIION OIyIIKHM HACKOPO OCMOTPEJICS BOKPYT.
[Iym BoAbL, U3-32 yOpaHHBIX pedsATaMu OpeBeH, 3aMeTHO ycuwics. JKecTBeHKa BcE ObIcTpee CIllu-
Basuch ¢ [lerpurieii.

— Krto-10 ceituac Haxoautcs Ha Baiei peuke? TaM HUKOMY Heslb3s1 HaXoauTcsi! DTo ornacHo! —
BCTPEBOKEHHO 0OpATHIICS K MOAPOCTKAM HE3HAKOMEII.

— Hen Ipoxop ¢ yTpa Tam CHIUT, TOJBKO OH Ha JAPYroM Oepery — OTBETHII OIUH U3 peOsT.

— Bol He noHnMaerte, yto HaTBopuiM! Bhl 1axe He mpeacTaBisiere. . .

BuxTop ¢ Onerom ¢ yauBjieHUeM NeperyisTHY/IMCh, U TOCETHUNA CITIPOCHIT:

— A BBl camMM OTKYyJIa, ¥ Kak Bac 30ByT? UTO-TO MbI Bac B Halllel IepeBHE HU pa3y He BUJIEIH.

— Mens 30ByT PonnoH. — cyxo oTBeTM1 MyXK4MHA. — B HaiieM paiioHe MOsIBUJIACh BEbMa,
KOTOpasi, He Iajsl yOMBaeT Bcex, KTo nomnazaercs eil Ha mytu. Ee cpena odutanus — Boga, a MMEHHO
Haim pekr. OHa yOMBaeT JIofie U CTaBUT KPECThl MpsIMO B BogoeMe. OHa 3TO JiesaeT, oToMy 4TO
KOI/Ia-TO JAaBHO KUTEJU ITUX MecT yronuiu ee B peke [llermunnka. Mms eit — AjbaoHa.

Oner ouenieHen ot yxkaca. [IocMOTpeB Ha CBOEro TOBapuIlia, OH U3/1aJl HETIPOM3BOIBHBINA CTOH,
TI0CJIe Yero, I710Tast BO3yX, eJie BhIABII U3 celsl:

— U3Bunwute, 5 Bac oOMany1, aaas Poguon! Ha [erpuiie ceiiuac moiHO Hapomy.

— CKOJIBKO M/ITH JIO TOTO MECTa, TJie CKOTUIeHus Jonei Ha [lerpure 6osblie Bcero?

— MuHyT COpOK.

skkook

[Monpoctku OGeranu Apyr 3a ApyroM no mpaBomMy Oepery peku IleTpuiibl, Urpasi B JOrOHSUIKH.
Wx Obl10 yenoBek JecsaTh. BecEnbie 030pHBIE YIBIOKM HE CXOOWIM C MX JUI. TOJNBKO MaJIeHbKUit
Apcennii crosim Ha Oepery, Kuaas TUIOCKMe KaMelllKu B Bomy. [TeITasich cienath Tak, YToObl OHU
COBEpIIAIM KaK MOXHO OOJIbIIe MPbIKKOB HAJ| TIOBEPXHOCTHIO BOIBI, APCEHHI 3aMETHJI CYpPOBbIN
B3I iesia [Ipoxopa, KOTOPBIN B STOT MOMEHT JIOBHJI phIOY ¥ IPO3UJT MAJIBUUKY TAJIbIIEM.

Pebenky Bckope Hamoesa 3Ta urpa B oquHOYKY. OH MOBEpHYJICsA K pedsTam, YyToObI MPUCO-
eIUHUTCS K HUM, HO TYT YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK KTO-TO OKJIMKHYJ ero. Pa3BepHyBIIMCh, ApceHHId TOCMOT-
peJl B CTOPOHY Kambliiel. IMeHHO OTTy/a, 1o ero OIlyIIeHU0, JOHOCUIICS Yen-To rosoc. [lomoiias
NoOJMAKe K KaMBIITIaM, MaJIbuMK YBHIEI BO3JIE IEPEBbEB KEHCKYIO (PUTypy, OOAYEHHYIO B IOXMOTbS.
[TpuKpbIBast IMIIO KAaMIOIIIOHOM, OHA TIPOM3HEC YKe 0oJiee OTYETIIMBO:

— Apcenuit! Tbl BUMIIIb, CKOJIBKO TYT MaJIeHbKUX KaMHel? CTapuk OT 3J10CTH YUJET CO CBOE
YIOUKOM JOMOM, a Mbl BMecTe OyJieM cMesaThest Hall HuM. Kak tebe uaes?

JleTckuii cTpax U HeloBepHe MPEeBpaTWIMCh B MHTEpPEC, HO Maslell ocTajics Ha Mecte. Torna
HE3HAKOMKa MPUHSIACh YTO-TO MCKATh TI0 CBOMM PACTPENaHHBIM KapMaHaM M BCKOpE OTTY/Ia BbITa-
U JIe/IeHel.

— Or neryika Ha najouke, JyMaio, Thl BPSI JIU OTKAKEIIbCsl.

I'maza ApceHust 3acBEpKajiM, U OH CAENAN IIar 1O HANPaBIEHUI0O K HE3HAKOMOMY CUITYITY.
Jlo¥izist 10 KaMBbIIIei, OH OCTAHOBMIICSI B HECKOJIBKMX METPax OT HEro M yCIIBIIIAI 032 ceOs1 KPUK:

— He nonxonu k Heit! 1o Benpmal

B 3TOT MOMEHT HE3HAKOMKa CHslJIa KaIIoIIOH, OBICTPO MepeMeCTHIIach K MAJIbUUKY U, CXBATHB
€ero 3a roJIoBy 00eMMH pyKamH, IpoIIrIea:

«MeHs He cMo2au 8 02He noOXCapumb,

B 600e nvimaaucvy ymonums!

A cxopo ecex eac nokapaio,

Mens Hego3modicHo nobedums!»

C 3TUMHM clloBaMH BefibMa AByMsI OOJIBITMMU MaJIblIaMU BIUJIACh B I1a3a ApCceHHsI.
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B 3TOT MOMEHT HEeOXUIaHHO TPsiHYI rpoM. TTonpocTKy, OT yBUIEHHOTO Ha Oepery, ¢ KpuKamu
y’kaca OpOCHJINCh B CTOPOHY JIEPEBHHU.

Pe3ko noremHeno, kak OyITo HacTajaa HOUb, HeOO pa3Bep3JI0Ch, IO CHIILHBIA JOXAb. letn
C BOILISIMH O€Kajii IPoYb OT PEKH, KOTOpasi Hauasla 3HAUYMTENILHO PACIIUPATH CBOU Oepera, MmojTarn-
JMBasi KyCThl M MaJICHbKHUE JEPEeBIIA.

XJ1aJIHOKPOBHO Pa3/esiaBUIMCh ¢ MaJb4MKOM, AJIbJOHA MOCMOTpea Ha IMPOTUBOMOJIOKHBIN
Oeper 1 yBHea 10 CMepTH HarmyraHHoe Jiio [Tpoxopa, KOTOphIi B crienike oopocas CBOM BEIH U,
MepeK peCTUBIIMChH, Opocuiics O6exarh. BeqpMa HaripaBuiiach BHU3 0 TedeHUIo [1eTpHIibl M CKpbLIach
3a KaMblIIaMH.

skkosk

Tpoe 11111 10 BHITONTAaHHOM TPOMMHKE JIeBOro Oepera peku [leTpuiibl. 3HOI B BO3/1yXe 3aCTaBUI
WX CHSITh KYPTKH.

— Kakas xxapa. HaBepHoe, ckopo 10 1b HaUHETCS, — ITpOoU3HeC Bukrop.

— Yo Tebe noxap? He caxapHblii, He pacTaemib! A moen criacTi MOXeIlb.

B 3TO0T MOMEHT pazpasicsi packar rpoma. Tpoe YCKOpHIIH 1iar, HO BIepeay k/1ajia HOBasl Mpo-
OreMa: peka 3aTornuia TPOIMHKY, 10 KOTOpOor OHU ILIH. [ToHSBIIMCH HA OIMH W3 XOJIMOB, Poiron
MOCMOTpEJI B CTOPOHY PEKH M YBHIEJ Ha Hell MOJO3pHUTeNbHOEe IBHKeHHe. MyX4YrHa CO BCEX HOT
OpocuJics Briepes 1Mo XOJIMHUCTON MECTHOCTH, U KOTJa OH JA00eXall 0 KaMbIIlIel, TO Pe3KO OCTaHO-
BUJICSL.

INocne yBuneHHoro PonuoH cen Ha KOJeHM, CXBaTMBIIMCH 3a TonoBy. Ha ero rmasax mosiBu-
mmck ciesbl. K Hemy noponum Buts u Oner, KOTopble 3aCThUIM Ha TIPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOM Oepery; cpeau
KaMBIIIIeH, HeJaJIeKo OT Oepera CTOsIT KPecT, Ha KOTOPOM ObLIO HallaparaHo YeM-TO OCTPBIM: «Apce-
Hu. 1935—1940 rog.»

Hwxe 6pUTO HammcaHo:

«Yem wupe peuxa, mem bonviue sHcepms,

A oywamu eawumu numarocw!

A 20100Ha ceituac Kak 36epb,

Yovio sac ecex, ne comnesarocw...»
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I'nasa 4. Jlo rpo6a

Tpoe nonpoctkos, Enena, Makcum u [ToTan, Hak peIBIIMCH JTIETHUMH KYPTKaMHU, BECEJIO OesKau
BIOSb peku [lerpuiia B cTopoHy aoMa. [Joxab MpeBpaTuiics B CUIIbHEHIINIA JIMBEHb, TOITOMY OHH
CMOTPEJIM IO, HOTH, YTOObI HE TIOCKOJIB3HYThCSI M HE CKATUTHCS TI0 KPYTOMY CKJIOHY B PEKYy.

— PasBepanuch xJis16u HeOecHble! — Becesio puk pukHy. [lorar.

— Takoro noxas s yX ¥ HE IPUIOMHIO! — O30pHBIM TOJIOCOM Tofepxkana ero JleHa, B3sB
3a pyKy Makcuma, KOTOpBIF KPEMKo CKal ee.

— 41 He mpuNoMHIO, YTOOBI Hallla peuka ObUla Takoy Mmupokoi. HeyxTto u3-3a atoro noxas? —
3alyMUMBO ITpou3Hec Makcum.

B 3TOT MOMEHT sIpKO CBEpKHYJIa MOJIHUSI, OCBETHB BCIO TIOBEPXHOCTh peku. Kazanocsk, nmoapo-
CTOK B 9TOT MOMEHT YTO-TO YBH/EJ B BOJOEME M PE3KO OCTAHOBHJICS.

— Yro takoe, Makcum? — BCTpeBOkeHHO cripocuiia JleHa.

— $1, kaxercs1, YTO-TO YBU/IEN B BOJIE.

B 3T0T MOMEHT HEOO CHOBa OCBETHJIA SIPKAasi BCIIBIIIIKA, M YK€ BTPOEM MOAPOCTKH YCTPEMILIH
B3IJISI/IBL HA PEKY H... 3aMepii OT YBHICHHOTO. [1o EeHTpy peKu IUIbUT CHITYST, TIOXOKHIA Ha Teslo
YeJIoBeKa.

— Bl gymaerte o ToM ke, 0 ueM jaymaio s1? — B yxkace nporienTaia JleHa.

He ycniena oHa 10roBopuTh, Kak O CTOPOHBI PEKH JIOHECCS JKAJIOOHBIN JeTCKUI KPUK:

— Ilomorwure!

He noxwunasce, moka yToHeT 4yesoBek, MakcuM ObICTPO CKUHYJI OfIeXkIy U MoOesxka K oepery
Ilerpuuer, HO JleHa ero ocraHoBuA:

— Bynp octoposkHei, Tbl Be/ib 3HACIIIb. ...

Ho Makcuwm, yibi6asich, ycriokanBarole JOTPOHYIICS JI0 KU JIeBYIIKU M CKa3al:

— Ecim notepsiemcs, BetpedaeMcs y joma. Benb y Hac ¢ ToO0# JI000Bb J10 rpoda.

3akanunBas pasy, MOIPOCTOK C pa3dery MphIrHYJ B peKy.

B stom mecre Ilerpuna ycunmBaia NOTOK, MO3TOMY MakcUM JI0BOJIBHO-TaKU OBICTPO JIOTUTBLT
10 ToHyIero pedeHka. [IpruOMM3UBIIMCH K HEMY, OH CXBATHJI TOTO 32 OIEKy W MPHHSIICS TPECTH
oOpartHo Kk Oepery. Majen, yxe U3psAHO HaxJIeOaBIIMCh BOIBI, TUXO MPOILETTAT:

— Cnacu6o0 3a criaceHue.

— Bce xoporio. He Tpathb cuiisl. Ham ¢ To60i ertie Hamo qodpartbces 10 Oepera.

Jlena cmorpena, Kak K Oepery MeajaeHHO MpUOMMKaIMch MakcuM M MaJIeHbKUI MaJlbuMK.
Korzaa o cymm ocraBasioch He OoJiee AeCsTH METPOB, MOJIOJOH YeJIOBEK MPOU3HEC:

— 41 3na10 3TOro Maseiia. OH, HaBepHOE, He YCTIeN BHIMTH U3 BOJbI, KOTa HaYasach rpo3a.

3a/pixasch, OH M30 BCEX CHJI MIPEOIOIeBaT TIOCIIEAHUE METPHI 0 CYIIIH, KaK CHOBA CBEPKHYJIa
sIpKast MOJIHUSI, OCBETHB BCE BOKPYT, U JIeHa yBHeaa — KOro Ha CaMoM JieJie Crac MOJOH YeJIoBeK.

Ot yxaca oHa oTnpsiHyn1a B ctopoHy. Cepalie ee OelIeHO 3aKOJOTUJIOCH, IO Tely rmode-
’KaJi Mypamiky. becrioMoIHO OTKpbIBasi pOT, YTOOBI IpUBJIeYs BHUMaHUe Makcuma, Jlena ogHumm
ry0aMuy IpOMOJIBMJIA JIUIIb OJHO CJIOBO:

— ObepHUCH. . .

B 3TOT MOMEHT YesioBeK, KOTOPOTro CIaciu, IPOU3HEC:

«/lo epoba u 0o camozo Kpecma,

A eam ycmporo nanuxudy!

H mecmv most yousumenvHo npocma,

A Hukoz0a He dam cebsi 8 0OUY...»

MakcrMm pe3Ko MOBEpHYJI TOIOBY U YBUJIEI, UTO PSIIOM OKazasics He peOeHOK u3 ux cena. C HuM
B BOJIE HAXOIWJIACh CTAPyXa B TPSI3HBIX MOKPBIX JIOXMOThSIX, CMOTPSIIIIAsl HA HETO YepHBIMHU, Kak 0e3-
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IHa, azamMu. BenpMa 3oBernie yiplOHyIach, U B CIIEAYIONIMA MOMEHT CBOMMH KOCTJISIBBIMU TaJTb-
LlaMU BIIWJIACh B I1a3a Makcuma.

Ha Gepery pazmancs ayiiepa3auparoniyi KpukK.

Ot yBunenHoro [Toran Opocuiics 6exatb. He cMOTpsi Ha CKOJIB3KYIO TOPOTY, OH He COaBIIsLI
temna. [Jo6exkaB 10 MJIOTHUHBI, MOIPOCTOK Mepedekan Ha Apyron Oeper, Iie B300paicsi Ha BBICOKUIA
ckJIoH. Heoxkun1aHHO BCIIBIXHYJIA SIpKasi BCIIBIIKA MOJTHUM, U [lotamn yBuen, kak Oe3yrenHas JleHa
MPBITHYJIA B BOAY K JIIOOUMOMY.

— Jlo camoro rpoda. .. — ¢ TpyCThIO IPOU3HEC OH BCIYX M YCIBIIIAI 10321 ceOs1 XPYCT BETOK.

OGepHyBIMch, [ToTan yBuen, Kak KTO-TO He3aMETHO IOPKHYJT B KYCTHI.

— INokazanock. — B3JOXHYJI OH, U B CJIEAYIOIINI MOMEHT IOYyBCTBOBAJI CUJIBHBIN O3HOO B TeJIe.

OrycTUB BHU3 TOJIOBY, ITApEHb TMOHSLT — [OYEMY TaK; OH CTOSLI MO KOJICHO B BOJIE.

— Kakoro?..

[NoTan oGepHyCs M yBUIEN, 4TO pycio peku [leTpuria cTpeMuTebHO MOAHMMAETCS, 3aTarlid-
Basl pacTylye Ha Oepery KycTbl 1 MaJIeHbKUE JepeBlia.

B atoT cambiit MomenT Ilotan cHoBa ycabiman no3aau ceds xpyct. O6opaunBasich, OH yBUIE
niepeq cOOOM CTapyxy, KOTOpasi ¢ pa3Mmaxy yaapuiia ero B riia3 skeie3HsiM KpectoM. Korma crapas
BeJlbMa TMOHSJIA, YTO KU3Hb MOKUHYJIA TEJIO TIApHs1, OHA MPOIIMIIENIa:

«OHu nozubaau opye 3a opyea,

Mne 6 smom nomoeaa zposa!

3a mo, umo 6pocun moel c60r noopyey,

Tlomepsin céou enazal»
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I'naBa S. YUepHblii Jiec

Uepkaco Oesxall Mo U3BIIKCTON TPOIMHKE CTAPOro 3a0pOIIEHHOro cefa. Y3HaB OT MECTHBIX
JKUTENed Mpo JIesIHUST BeJIbMbI, OH PEIln Pa3biCKaTh TOT JIOM, IJie OHA MPOKuiIa BCE AeTcTBO. Ero
ToBapuiy, Pycinan u Hans, kak v OOJBIIMHCTBO JIIOIEH M3 MX IMOCENKa, B LEJAX O0e30MacHOCTH
peLIIM IOKUHYTh CBOM IoMa. M yilTH Kak MOXKHO Aajibliie OT CUIIBHO pas3iuBILerocs pycia [lerpuripl.

Co CJI0B MeCTHBIX JKUTeNIel AHApPEN y3Hal, 4To IOM AJIbJOHBI HAXOIUTCS BO3JIE YEPHOTO Jieca,
B KOTOPOM OBLJT CTapblii KoJiofell. Besi iepeBHS OUTH 3a CTO JIET TaKk U He CMOIJIa HAWTH CIIACEHUSI
oT BeAibMbl. Ho apeHs pemmi nonoxuTh 3Tomy KoHell. iMeHHo noatoMy YepkacoB HaJesuIcsl HalTu
B €€ JJOMe TO, YTO MOMOXET Pa3 M HaBCeraa N30aBUTHCS OT KOBAPHOW AJIbJJOHBI.

keksk

Beuepeno. CoiHile CKIIOHUIOCH 3a TOpU30HT. CMOTpsI 1O CTOpOHAM, AHJIpeid BCIOLY HaOmoaa
3a0pOIIIEHHBbIE YYACTKU IOMOB, KOTOPBIE TIOPOCITU CIUIOIIHBIM Oy PhsHOM.

— 1 noJKeH 3aKOHYHUTH 3TO. .. — MpoIIenTa npo ceds Yepkacos. — BegpMa 3ariatur 3a cMepTh
EBBI 11 OCTaJIbHBIX KUTENEN AePEBHMU.

keksk

Briepenu Annpest yepHesn cmelaHHbli Jiec. [lake B THEBHOE BpeMsl, U3-3a I'YCThIX KPOH Jepe-
BbEB, CIOJIa HE T0NaJaJl COJTHEYHBI CBET, a YK Tereph U MoAaBHO. IMEHHO 03TOMY KUTENU AEPEBHU
Ha3bIBaIU ero «YepHsii jec». C HACTyIUIEHMEM TEMHOTBHI JIeC, Ka3aJoch, 0kKBa. OTOBCIONY CJIbl-
IIAJTACh IOPOXU U PA3IMYHBbIE 3BYKHM. 37€Ch JaBHO HUKTO HE XOIWJI, JIOAU OOSUTUCh TOTO MeCTa.
HepBbl mapHs HaTSIHYJIUCh KaK CTPYHbI, HO TIOBOPAYMBaTh 0OpPaTHO ObLIO yke Mmo3aHo. OH IomkeH
ObLT OCYIIeCTBUTD 3ayMaHHOe. [10aToMy UepkacoB yBepeHHO HAITPAaBWIICS B vallly Jieca.

JITMHHbBIE BETBH JIEPEBbEB U KYCTAPHUKOB HACTOJIBKO MEPETIeTINCh MEXTy COOOMH, UTO Melasu
MPOIBUKEHMIO Bliepe/l. Tak mpoomkanoch HE MEeHee Mojyyaca, oka Yepkacos He 3aMeTUJ1 BIiepein
ouepTaHust HeOoJbIoro coopyxkenus. [lomoins Omvxke, AHAPEN MOHSI, YTO Tepe] HUM TOT CaMBblid
CTapblii KOJIOJELI.

[TpuOMM3MBIIMCH K HEMY, MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK C OMACKOM OIJISTHYJICS MO CTOpoHaM. B3siB B pyku
Mpop:kaBeBIIiee BEPO, OH OPOCHII ero B KoJoziell. Tskeso B3I0XHYB, YepkacoB cMaxHyJI IOT CO Ji0a.
N 1yt )e 3amep. Ero cepalie HEOKXUAAHHO 3aKOJIOTUJIOCH OT cTpaxa. JIumkue Karum rora cHoBa
BBICTYNIIITH Ha JIOY: «Benpo. f He ycibiman, Kak OHO ynajio B BOLy!»

UepkacoB Me[UIEHHO Havas MPUOIMKATBCS K TIOCTAMEHTY, IJje OOBIYHO CTOMT BEIPO, YTOOBI
MOCMOTpeTh BHU3. Ha MrHOBEHbE OH 3aCThLI HA MECTe, CIylIasl 3BEHSAILYI0 TUIIMHY, KOTOpas ele
Ooibiiie Beensiia crpax. Ho modopos ero B cede, YepkacoB 3ariisiHy I B Oe3HY KOJIOATIA.

Benpo Bucesno B Bo3ayxe, Tak U He KOCHYBHIMCH Bozibl. Cy/isl IO BceMy, KOJIOJEL] Haval repe-
cbixatsb. [laseko BHU3Y UYepkacoB yBuU/IeN OTpaXeHUE CBOETO CHUITy3Ta U JIyHY, KOTOpasi OCBEIlaa Jiec.
«Huuero oco6eHHOro», — yCroKOWIcs ObLJIO MOJIOION YeNIOBEK, HO B CJIEAYIOIIMN MOMEHT B BOJIE
MOSIBUJIOCH €111€ OJJHO OTPaKEHUE.

[TonusB ronoBy, Yepkacos I71a3a B IJ1a3a BCTpETWIICA ¢ HeW. BegbMa MpOH3UTENBHO CMOTpesia
Ha MapHs OOJBIIMMHU U SI3BUTEIBHO YJIbIOATach.

Amnjipeil B ykace OTHPsIHY/I Ha3al, e/1Ba He CIIOTKHYBIINCH O MEHEK MoBaJieHHoro Aepesa. Ee
YepHBIE I71a3a 3aUCKPUIIUCH 3110001, U AJIbIOHA 3arOBOPHJIA:

«CKOpo mbl 6CmMpemuubes co ceoeli noopy2ol,

Bot omnocuauco opye k opyey aoos!

H nukoezoa He Hatideutb Moo mol aauyey,

Tomomy umo cetivac s auuy meos 2naz!»

AJbIOHa BCKMHYJIa BBEPX PYKH U Habpocuiach Ha Yepkacosa.
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I'naBa 6. Jloroso 3Beps

VBepHYBIINCH OT HETKUX PYK U KOI'Teil AJbI0OHBI, YepKacoB OTIPHITHYI OT KOJOAIA U 00ep-
HyJicsl. Begpma CcTosi1a Ha Kparo KOJIO/ALA U BHUMATeJIbHO cMoTpesia Ha napHs. Ho Yepkacos 3amep,
HE JIBUHYBIIHUCH C MECTa, OXKUIAsA — YTO JIaJbIle Mpeanpumer ctapyxa. OHa ke Toxke He JBUrajiach
¥ CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— AX BOH OHO 4TO. — YCMEeXHYJICSI AHJIpeld, OT Yero BelbMa HEMHOTO pacTepsiiach. — He Moxerb
BBIUTH U3 BOIBI?

Ha ero yunie mosiBuiach yJisioka.

TyT BegpMa M3/1a1a HeYeJOBEYeCKU BOIUIb, OT Yero MOJIOJOW YeJIOBEeK 3aCThLI Ha MecTe.
Benpma 37100H0 3armmrena:

«Tbol yorce obpeuer Ha cmepme,

Tlocmompes 6 mou 2naza!

Ckopo meosi naoms 6yoem 2opem,

H mebs ne cnacym meou Opy3es...»

OrnenieHeHbe crasio, U YepkacoB Opocuiics Oexars. He pa3oupast Joporu, OH TO U JIeJI0 OTMa-
XMBAJICS OT XJIECTAaBIIMX IO JUIy BeTok. HakoHell Bmaneke AHmpei yBuzen npocBeT. [loOexan
70 OIYIIKH Jieca, OH OOHAPYKUJI, UTO OUYTHIICS B OUYepeqHON 3abporeHHo aepeBre. [1o kpaiiHei
Mepe BHITIsiesa Ta HeoouTaemoi. [Ipoxonst MUMO cTapsix JoMoB, YepkacoB u3penka 000padunBaics,
oXuaas mo3aau yBuaeTh BenpbMy. Ho ee Tam He ObUTO, 32 TapHEM HUKTO He THAJICH.

OH TpeBOXHO CMOTpEJI [0 CTOPOHAM, M B OKHAX JIOMOB U3pe/IKa BUJIEI JIIOel, KOTOpbIE, 3aBU-
JIeB UyKaka, TyT ke npsAaTanuch. [Tpoiis ere HeMHOTO, MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK YBUJIEN, YTO eMy HaBCTpeuy
JBVDKETCS yesioBedeckuii cutyaTt. [omorins 6mmxke, Yepkaco pasmisen ero. MM okaszanach MajieHb-
Kas JIeBOUKa, KOTOpasl, KaKk HU B 4yeM He ObIBaJIO, IUa 1o gopore. [Tpoiiiss MUMO Hero, oHa Harpa-
BWJIACh B CTOPOHY Jieca.

— Teb6e nyxHa nomorb? Tl 3a0yIUIACH? — OKJIMKHYJI €€ MOJIOION YeJIOBEK.

— 51 Bechb JieHB TryJisiia TIO IpeBHE U TIoTaJia B CUJIBHYIO Tpo3y. M Tereps He MOTY HAUTH JOPOTY
JIOMOI, — MpoIlIenTaa JIeBOUKa.

UepkacoB HAXMYpUJI OpOBH, TIPUCTATIHHO BCMATPUBASCh B JIUIIO peOCHKa:

— A rae TBom poautenu? Yike nmo3mHo. JlaBaii st TeOst TPOBOXKY JOMOM.

[Mocite HeOITOro MOTUYAHKS JIEBOYKA OTBETHJIA:

— Mowu pomutenu MeHsI He JoOAT. Sl He yMel0 cuMTaTh, HO 3HAK0, YTO HOMEP MOEro JoMa —
JICBSATHIMN.

Vip1OHyBIIHCh, YepKacoB B3sUT 32 PYKY JUTS, M OHU BMECTe TIOOpENId B CTOPOHY JIOMa, Tjie
KWJIa JeBOYKa.

Brictpo Haitns 1om, YepkacoB OTITYCTHII €€ PyKY, CKa3aB:

— Hy Bce, MoXelib UATH JOMOH, a 5 MOy UCKATh. ..

Ho neBouka ero nepetua:

— IlseHbKa, a BHI He MOKETe MeHsI IPOBOJIUTH B IoM? MoM poiuTeNH erlle HECKOPO BEpHYTCS,
a 51 CUJIbHO OOI0Ch TEMHOTBHI.

AmHjIpeit, moJyecaB ToJIOBY, YTBEPIUTEIHHO KMBHYL.

3aiias B oM, AeBOYKa MoBesia YepkacoBa B CBOI0 KOMHATY.

— YT0-TO Y Bac 37€Ch XOIOAHO, — OH TIOBEPHYJICS K JIEBOUKE, HO PSJIOM €€ He OKa3asioCh.

—Yro 3a mytku? Ceilyac He BpeMs UTrpaTh B MPATKU !

HepeHbIM aBrKeHHEM pyKu AHJIpel JepHYJI 32 py4yKy JBEpH, HO Ta He mojjiaiack. Torma oH
CXBaTHJI CO CTOJIa KOUePry 1 MOJIONIEN K OKHY, YTOOBI pa3duTh cTek10. Ho TyT ero BHIMaHMe MPHUBJICK
OTpPEe30K ra3eThl, MPUKJICCHHBIN K cTeHe. Ha Hem ObUTO HammcaHo:
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«Crenan YepkacoB ObLT IPUTOBOPEH K BAIIATH TO/IaM JIUIIIEHHS CBOOO/BI 32 U3HACUIIOBAHHE
Annbl BopotHiok. B ero gome 0bU10 HAliJIEHO MHOTO PA3IMYHBIX KHUT PO OKKYJIBTU3M M YEPHYIO
Maruio.

AHHa U ee cyrpyr He cpa3y OOpaTUIMCh B MUJIMIMIO, COCJIABIINCH HA TO, YTO 3TO OMO30PUT
ux cemblo. [To3xe cembsl 3aMeTHIIa, YTO UX JI0Yb ObUTa HE TaKasl, Kak Jpyrue JIeTH; ee Bce OOsIHCh,
U B €e MPUCYTCTBUM MTPOMCXOAMIM CTpaHHble Ben. OT JeBOUKM Kak OynTo Besuio 31oM. He 3Has,
Ky/la TIOJaThCsI 32 TIOMOIIIBIO, POIUTENHN Cpasy ke 0OpPaTHIINCh B OpraHbl BHYTPEHHUX JIETT. ..»

UYepkacoB O€3MOJIIBHO CMOTPEIT Ha BBIPE3KY U3 Ia3eThl, BCe ellle He BEPUB CBOMM Ia3zam. «Moii
npajies; — OUONIOrMYecKuid OTel AJIbIOHBI!» — KPYTUJIOCh Y HETO B TOJIOBE.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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