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IIpoJor

— Aiisa! Kyoa mak cnewuutv ?!

— Kozoa yeuouws, umo nawna, 8cé notiméus!

— Onsms ? Aiiea, mul 516HO HAOO MHOU U30e8aeULbCSL 8 OUEPeD-
Holl pas. Mexcoy npouum, y mMeHs MHO20 0en U ¢ MooOoil 803Unb-
csl HeKoeoa.

— He 3aucv, ono mozo cmoum, nosepw!

— A u ne 3atoce. Ilpocmo... u-u... Aiiea. Pazee mul He 3Haeu,
umo Ham crooa 3axoo0ums Heawvss? Omuyy He NOHPAGUMbCSL IMd
uoesi. Aiiea, moi 8000uie mersi caviuuts ? Kyoa moet? Ilooocou,
mam e modicem Ovims onacHo!

— He onacneii, uem eynsmo neped pacceemom. Haxaonuce,
a mo CMmyKHewbCst 2010801 0 0ANKY.

— 060 umo...? Yépm! M-m-m... Mos zon06a...

— A mebs npedynpesncoana: HaKAOHUCH, 30eCb NOA CAUUKOM
Xpynkuii, akkypammuo!

— Omkyoda mol 6cé amo 3Haeutb? Heyorcenu 6cé epemst nposo-
Oulitb 30ecv?

— Hy-y, ne 6cé, a moavko uacmeo... 3amo HAWAA MHO20 UHme-
pecHozo.

— O, Beaukass Mamwv Tomvt. Hy nouemy mebe nuxozoa ne npu-
X00Um 8 20108y 3AHUMAMBCS YEM-MO HOpMAAbHbIM? Bepu npu-
Mep € noopye: pazenekaromcs, OXOMSMCS, NYmeutecmeyrom
1O PA3HLIM MUPAM. .. XOMb Obl OOHY C KHUOU Yeuodemey.... A me-



Oe 6cé 8pemst HYHCHO KYoa-mo Aa3ume, 4mo-mo UCKamo, npsi-
mamuvcs....

— Bom, cmompu!

— U umo smo? Kyua cmapozo xaama. Atiea, mel cepsé3no?
Paou smozo mwvt mens cioda npumawuna, omenekaa om mpe-
HUPOBOK U 3acmasuna neperecmu 3ansmus? 4Yepm! Omey mens
Yyovem u amo ewé oOyoem 8ecbMa CHUCXOOUMENbHO C €20 CNOpPO-
not! Bee! A nowén u bonvue ne 6ecnoxoti!

— I1o0odicou, Onez. Cmompu, suduutv 3mo?

— Hy u umo? Cmapvle kHuzu.

— Bom umenno, umo smo ne knueu! Yumaii...

— Hy... Pomanna. 3anucku moezo mupa, OHeBHUK NEpEbili
«Tonvko auwv Hauanro», OnesHux emopoii «/pyzvs». B obuem,
6 Opyeoli pas, Kozoa mebde Oyoem Hewem 3AaHSAMbCS, NPUOYMATL
umo-HUudYOb NOOPUZUHANbHELL. H noweén, iy MeHst MmpeHUpOBKIL.

— Hy, Onee, noooosicou. IlomHuus, mama pacckazoléana Ham
o Pomanne?

— Mue amo ums Hu o uém me 206opum!

— Hy kax orce... ona max uzeecmua. Kax smo mot o Heii Huue-
20 He caviuan? Mau moel npozyauean 3aHsamust no ucmopuu? —
O0esyuKa NPUYpPUNa 21a3d, NOCMOMpes Ha opama.

— Caywaii, nouemy molt maxk eo3myujaeutvcsi? Moscro nooy-
Mamw, peub 0 meoe.

— Hem, ne 060 mue. Ho smo nesadicro. Heyoiceau ne xoueuwtv
y3Hamo npasdy ? CKoAbKO pa3Hblx Ae2eH0 O Hell X00um, a Y HAc
UEHHBII UCOUHUK, KOMOPbILL pacckadxcem 6cé o eé scusuu. Ilo-



Humaews, abconromuo 6cé! Hu y koeo makoeo nem. 3mo dice co-
kpoesuuie, Onez! Imo snce ucmopus nauwezo mupa!

— Hem, He nonumaro. A umo mvl om meHs xoueutv?

— MHne kadicemcsi, 5mo Kak-mo ces13aHo ¢ Hamu. /lasaii npo-
uumaem 8cezo Aub 00UH OHesHUK. Ecau He nonpasumcsi, yiioém
u onvie 00 3MoOM 6CHOMUHAMD He OYOeM.

— Tbl dice 6¢c€ pasHo om MeHs. He OMCMAaHeUb.

— Hem.

— Jlaono, ckonvko ux eooouie?

— Bocemp... mounee cemob, HO 8 HEM 08¢ OMOENAbHbBIE YACMU,
NO3MOMY 80CEMb.

— Jlaono, monvko 00uH, HO He Y8epeH, Umo MHe Mo 8000ue
HYJICHO... A € uezo mbvl 8000Ule 635.1d, UMO MO KAKUM-O 00-
pazom Kacaemcs Hac?

— He 3naro, npocmo mak ckazana, umoowvl 3auHmMepecosanms.
THocmompum. Tax, kmo 6ydem uumamo, mol uau s?

— Mmue 6cé pasro, HO ayuuie mol.

— Jlaowo. Ta-ak... Hauném c nepeozo OHeéHuKa. /la, a nouepk
KPAcuewlii U pazdopuusslii, MoabKo 60N... UePHUNA HEMHOZ0 8bl-
usenu. Iloonecu ceeuu nooaudice.

— Jlyuwe?

— Aea, umak:

«J1oOpo¥t HOUYM TeM, KTO HAIlENT MOM JTHEBHUKH C STUMH 3a-
nucssMu. Menst 30ByT Pomanna. MHe cTo 1Baguarh cemb JieT.
S1 mpoucxoxy M3 CaMoro JIPEeBHEr0 pona, KaKoOll TOJBbKO €CTb
Ha 3emJe. [Iycte Bac He myraer Mo BO3pacT, Beib JUIs1 CBOETO



Hapopa f eIe oYeHb MoJiofia. Y MeHs Oosbinast K Bam rpocboa:
s1 XOUY, YTOOBI POYNTAB JTHEBHUKH, BbI OTHECTN VX B IIEPKOBb
K CBSIICHHUKY !

He ynusnsiitech, Korjga npoyuTaere 3Ty UCTOPUIO, BCE MOM-
METEe caMu 1 He CyIUTe MeHs CTPOro J]a He CyAUMBI OyzieTe. . .»

OpgHaxapl MOCEe IIKOALHON IUCKOTEKM S IIla JIOMOMW.
HecMmortpst Ha TO, 4TO Ha yuiie ObLT COOaUMiA XOJI0]1 (B 3TOM T'OIy
3UMa He 0co00 OblIa K HaMm OJIarOCKJIOHHA), S HE TOPOMMJIACh.
VYcraBimas u ymenmas Kyaa-To rTyOOKO B CBOM MBICIIH, JIOWIS
JI0 TIOIbe3a, He 3aMeTh/Ia Ha CKaMeHWKe CHJSIIEIO MOJIOIOrO
JeJIoBeKa, JIeT JIBa/IaTH TPEX, MOXeT ObITh crapiine. OH CMOT-
peJ1 Ha JIyHY | ciierka yibioascs. [TapeHb ObLT HACTONBKO JIETKO
OZIET, UTO TIPU BHJIE €ro Mo Teiy nodexanu Mypamku. Ha Hém
OBbLJIO pacraxHyTOE MaJIbTO, MOl HUM — pyOallika ¢ pacCTErHy ThI-
MU BEPXHUMHU ITyTOBUIIAMHU.

«Bp-p, coBcem cymacIieIumii. . .» — IPOHECIOCh B TOJIOBE.

OH cuzen, onupasch rojbIMU pyKaMu O 3aJIe[eHEeNyI0 CKa-
MENKY, ¥ MOJICTABJISLI IO JTyHHOMY cBeTy. OH MHe MoKa3ascs
OYEHb JIaKe CUMITATUYHBIM. . .

« — Kax oymaeww, Onee, kmo smo?

— He 3naro, uumari danvuue.

— Jlaono, aaomno»

...KOrja moJsie3sia B KapMaH 3a KJII0YOM, HAYEro He Halluia.
Panbinie Obl 51 cka3ana: «Bcerga xasiena, 4to JIIOIU He MOTYT BU-
neTh Oyayliee, MHaYe MHOTUX OIIMOOK OHU MOTJIN ObI HE COBEp-
maTh!» A cefiuac CKaxy Tak: «XOpOIIo, YTO Mbl HE MOXEM BH-



neth Oyayiero, o KpaiHeir mepe 99,9% w3 Hac TOYHO, TOrAa
OBbLIO OBl HEMHTEPECHO KUTh, M Mbl HE ObUI OBl TEMU, KTO MBI
ectpb ceituac! B moOoM ciyyae BO MHOIMX HalllMX IMOCTYIKaXx
Y JIeJIax Mbl BUHOBAThl CAaMM M HUKTO MHOW». Ero noxonka oka-
3aj1ach OOMaHYMBO JICHUBOW. MHE KakeTcsl, OH TOrja yxke 4To-
TO IOHUMAJT WM 3HAJT 000 MHE YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO OBLIO TAJIEKUM
Y HETIOHSITHBIM JIJIS1 MOETO HE3peJioro yma.

Korna s1 paccmotpena ero nodnuxke, cepiiie 3a0MIoch variie.
Bricokuii, 0OueHb KPacuBbIN U BeCbMa MpUTATaTe/IbHbINA. Karra-
HOBBbIE BOJIOCHL. LIBET IM1a3 CTpaHHbIM, a B3I HACMEXAIOIINN-
Cs1, KaK ¥ YXMbUJIKA Ha JIdlle. DTa Aypalkasi v AUKO 3/IUBIIAS yX-
MBLJIKA 3aMiajla MHE B IAMSATh U [IOTOM JIOJITO COITPOBOXKAAJIA Me-
Hs1 noBcioay. HecMoTpsi Ha To, UTO € TeX MOp MPOIIIO MHOTO JIET,
JI0 CHX MOpP MOMHIO Hallly BCTpedy W KaKAYI0 YepTy €ro Juiia.
Tsoxenno 3a0bIBaTh JIIOJEH, KOTOPhIE TOSBIISIIOTCS] B )KU3HU OJIUH
pa3 U MEHSIOT €€ KapWHAJIBHO.

Torga s ObUIa TIYIOM M HAaWBHOM, TIOJarasi, 4To BCE B ITON
caMoOM JKU3HU JAeJaeTcsl MPOCTO Tak.

— Thl AEUCTBUTENBHO XOYElllb MONACTh JOMOM? — MEepPeCHpo-
CHJI OH.

— KoHeuHo xouy, 4To 3a miymnelid Bonpoc!

—Hy, Tornga %y 31€ch. . .. — C STUMHU CJIOBAMU OH C JIOBKOCTHIO
KOTa 3aJie3 Ha KO3BIPEK KPHIIIIM MOAbE3/1a U Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE
JBEPb OTKPbLIACh.

— E-MO&... — 4 3a1m1a B TOABE3T ¥ 3aKPhUIA 32 COOOI BEP.

[Monoiins k miTy, HEBOIBHO BEPHYIACH OOPaTHO M OTKPbLIA



pot. Ha okHe, uepe3 KOoTopoe OH 3ajie3, Obl1a permeTKa!

«Heyxenmu mokazanock? MoxeT ObITh OH 3aJ1e3 uepe3 Jpyroe
OKHO?» — TIoflymMaJia 51 U, OKOHYATEJIbHO 3aIyTaBIIIMCh, OTITPABU-
JIach JOMOHM.

OO0 3T0ii BCTpeue s HUKOMY He pacckasana. [la u 3auem? Jlio-
1 OBIBAIOT pa3HbIMU. HukorIa He 3Haellb, Kak OHU OTpearupy-
10T Ha YTO-TO HOBOE ¥ HEOObIYHOE. [IPUBBIKIIN KUTh B KAKOM-TO
OrpaHMYEHHOM MHpE, B KOTOPOM BCerja ecThb MIa0JIOoHbI U CTe-
PEOTHIIbI, 3AJI0KEHHBIE C pOXKAeHHUs. Torga MHe Ka3anochk, YTo s
OoIbIIIe HE YBIIKY 9TOTO YeJIOBEKa, HO CyIh0a TIOOUT yCTPauBaTh
CIOpIIPU3BIL.

Kak-T1o pa3, Bo3Bpalasch 10MOH, s1 CHOBa YBUJEJIa €ro CUis-
UM Ha cKameiike. [Ipoiiia MuMo 1 Korja yxe Obuia y moabes-
Jia, ycJIpllana:

— 3! V 1eds kmoun Bbimasm!

4l 3acyHyna pyKy B KapMmaH, U JIEUCTBUTEJILHO TaM BMECTO
KJIIoUer Obla JIpIpa.

«Ortkyna B kapmane fpipa? He momHIo, 4toOs! OHa Ob1a. Hu-
Yero He MOHUMAIO. . .» — IIPOHECIOCh B MOEH T'OJIOBE, U 51 HayaJia
OIJISIIBIBATHCS.

W, npaBja, Ha yTONTaHHOM CHETy TPOTyapa B JIyHHOM CBETe
OrecTe MOU KJTIOUH, TIPSIMO Y CKAMEHNKH.

A nomonuia. He nogaumas a3, noaHsiaa cBA3Ky. M Tosbko
OTKPBIB JIBEPH, CKa3aJa:

— Cnacu6o! — 1 OBICTPO 3aKpbLIa 32 COOOM.

[ocnenyomme Tpy HEAEU 5 IOCTOSIHHO BCTPeYasia ero OKOJIO



noabe3a. B ronoe HEBOIBHO MOSBJISLIUCH MBICTM O TOM, YTO OH
IIPOCTO 3AECh KUBET U KAKABIM BeUep BHIXOAUT Ha yiuity. Ho kak
Tora OOBSICHUTD TO, C KAKOW JIEFKOCTBIO OH 3a0paJicsl Ha KO3bI-
pek BToporo staxa? CnoprcmeH? Yewm uyaiie s ero Bcrpevana,
TeM OOJIbIlle B TOJIOBE BO3HUKAJIO BOMPOCOB. [Ipoxons Mumo, s
Jieiaja BUJ1, 4TO HE 3aMeda’ia ero J10 TeX Nop, NoKa rnocJjie MKOJb-
HOI TUCKOTEKU OH HE ITOIOIIET CaM.

[locne TaHleB TONNA CTApIIEKJACCHUKOB IIIYMHOM BaTarou
BBICHITIANA HA yuily. OIHU CTOSUIM U 0OCYkIAJIH, KTO KOTO TOH-
JET TPOBOXAaTh, IPyrue COOOpakaiv, Kyda elié MOXHO TIOWTH
Y pa3BlieybCsl, a JUPEKTPUCA U €€ 3aMEeCTUTEeNb MbITAINCh HAC
pas3orHarh 1o JioMam, Oerasi OT OHOM KOMITAHWU K JPYTOM.

— Bce pacxonumcst 1o jomam! — ckasa 3aMecTUTeNb, TIOA0K-
151 K HaM. MUHYT depe3 JIBa/IliaTh, OHSIB, YTO 3TO AeJI0 Oecro-
JIe3HOe M BechMa HeOJarogapHoe, OH TOfIoNeN K JTUpeKTpuce,
KOTOpasi CTOslJIa Ha JIECTHUIIE, M CKa3aJl, BRITUPAs IJIATKOM JIOO:

— BrI 3HaeTe, panbliie 310 OBLIO CleIaTh Topaso mpoiie. -
PEKTOp YJIBIOHYJIACH U, TIOJHSIB OYKH, IIPOTOBOPHJIA:

— Onepwivch nreHupl. CaMu pas3nieTsATcsi, MEP3HYTh JOJITO
HE CTaHyT.

[MoiinémTe-Ka JTydriie onbeM Yaiky y MeHs1 B KaOuHeTe.

— Ho kak xe... a JOMOW. .. TO3AHO yxe. Jla u KAyT MEeHS.

— Ioipémre, mobde3nenmmii, noiaémre. Kpome phid B Bariem
aKBapuyMe Bac BCE paBHO HMKTO HE JAET, a y MeHsl B lIKady
npUmnaceHo abpuKOCOBOE BapeHbe.

3amecTuTesb 0OpEUeHO B3JOXHYI U, €mIE pa3 OIIs/IeB Hac,



MIPOrOBOPUIL:

— M-p1a, MbI 1 ipaB/Ia yke OOJIbIlie UM He HYKHBI, — U TIOIIEN
CJIE[JOM 3a HEW.

Ha mikonsHOM ABOpE Hapomy OblJI0 MHOTO, BCE IITyMeJTH, CMe-
SUTUCh, @ HEKOTOPbIE 0CO00 CMEJIble PACIHMBAIM OTKYIA-TO TIO-
sIBUBIIUECS IMBO. YTO ke 10 MeHs, s He 0co00 JIIoOMIa Takue
OOJIbIIINE U ITYMHBIE KOMITAHUY, U MHE CKOpEe XOTeJIOCh MOMNacTh
nomoit. Cryctsl yac Hapoj CTajl MOCTENEHHO PACXOOUTbCS KTO
Ky, ¥ HAC OCTaJIOCh YEJIOBEK JABalaTh.

HaH#, Kak Bcerna, MoIIEN IpoBoxarh cectép: Mapuny u Ta-
HI0. O0e eMy HpaBWIMCh U OH HUKAaK HE MOT OMNpEAeIUThHCA,
C KeM e emy BcTpeyarbcsi. [py3bsi MocoBeToBaM He Opo-
caTh CECTPUYEK U MPOIOJIKATh YXaKUBaTh 32 OOEMMH, ITOKA OH
HE PENIUTCS OTKa3aTh OTHOW U3 HUX, YTO ObLJIO MAJIOBEPOSITHO.
la u neBylek, cyast Mo BCEMY, TAKOM BAPUAHT BIIOJIHE YCTpa-
uBan. Makcum, Bansa, Cea, AnvOuna u IlomuHa coOpasvch
exaTh B LIEHTP U TaM IPOIOJKUTh Becesbe. Tak 4To MojoBUHA
Y3 OCTABIIMXCS PA30ILIaCh, OCTAJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MAPHEHN U JIEB-
YOHOK, B TOM uucje u s. [Toka ManbuuIiky Mexay coooi pac-
Npe/iessid, KTO KOro MOWAET MpOBOXaTh, MogdekKala B3bepo-
nieHHast Katbka U, 3anbixaBIIvch, TPOroBOpHUIIA:

— Ciymiaire, OKOJIO HIKOJIBI CHIUT TAKOW O(PUTEHHBINA TAPEHB !
Korna s mpoxoauia MuMo, OH MHe yibiOHYJIcst! S orpenenéHHO
€My MTOHpPaBUJIACh!

Ilocne e€ ca0B y IEBYOHOK 3aropeyuch masa, 1 Huna cripo-
cuia:



— OH 4T0, 10 CUX MOp TaM CUAUT?

— Koneuno! Ero gaxe orcioga MOXHO yBUAETb, — MPUBOIS
B MOPSI/IOK B3bEPOILIEHHYIO KOMHY BBIOIIMXCS BOJIOC, POTOBO-
puia Kars.

—Hy u e on? — HemHoro JieHuBo cripocuia Jleina. OHa cuu-
TaJIaCh OJIHOM M3 CaMbIX KPAaCHBBIX AEBYIIEK B HAllleH IIKOJE,
Y MHOTHE TIApHM TIBITAJIKCH 32 Hel yxaxuBaTh. OHa C JIIOOOIBIT-
CTBOM CTaJjla paccMaTpuBaTh CUASIIMX HA TPyOe OKOJO HIKOJbI,
HO Kard ckazana:

— Tbl HE TygA CMOTPUIIIL, OH CUJIUT BOH TaM, — C STUMH CJIOBA-
MU OHA yKa3asla Ha MapHsl, KOTOPbIM CUJIEN TIOOAb OT OCTalb-
HBIX.

— lleBouku, oH Mou! — ¢ 3TuMu cinoBamu Jleina Hakpacuia
ryObl, oTpaBuIa 100Ky, KOTopasi ene-ejie MpUKphBaia e€ BTO-
pble «90» 1 HarpaBWJIaCh K HEMY, CJIErKa BUJISISI 33JI0M.

— Jleina! Ho Tak HedectHo! ¢ mepBas ero yBujena! — Kpuk-
Hyna Kara u nmobexana 3a Hell. MaJbuMIIKY MepecTaid pas3ro-
BApUBATh U YIMBJIEHHO ITOCMOTPEJIU Ha IEBOYEK.

— Y10 310 ¢ HUMH? — cipocu Cepéxka, KOTOPOMY TOXE Hpa-
BUJiack Jlenna.

CeronHs eMy Kak pa3 BbllIaJla CYaCTIMBAsI BO3MOXKHOCTb MPO-
BOJIUTDH €€ JOMOM.

— Ox, MaJIbYMIIIKH, BaM 3TOTO HE MOHATh. .. — BbIOXHYA JIu-
3a.

— K xomy 310 OHM nonmm? YTo-TO 4 9TOro napHs He 3HAI,
OH 4YTO, HOBEHbKHI? — BCE HEe YHUMaJICA Cepexa.



— Hasepno. Ho aeBuoHKaMm, cyns o BceMy, BCE paBHO, pa3s
OH TaKou

«O(pUTeHHBIN NApeHb», — CKa3aJia 51, yCMEXHYBIIUCH.

[Tocne yero Bce cranm HaOMIOAATH 3a MpoucxofsAnmM. Koraa
Jlefina mofomniia K HE3HAKOMITY, OH BCTaJI U, YIBIOHYBIIIUCh, YTO-
TO CKa3aJl.

Omna 3acMmesiiach, 3aTeM K HUM Togonia Katsa u Toxe BKITO-
ymuiack B pasroBop. [lociie 3Toro oHu Moiiv B Hallly CTOPOHY.

— Kaxercs, y Bac, MoJofible JII0IU, TOSIBWIICS KOHKYPEHT, —
IIPOrOBO- PHJIA 51 C HECKPBIBAEMOU U3JIEBKOMU.

— Hy na, eme nocmotpum, 4to 3a ppykT, — ckazan Kocrs u 3a-
KypWI CUTapery.

Korna oHM moionm K HaMm, MOKHO OBLIO YBUAETh CYACTIIH-
Bble B3MIsapl KaTu 1 Jlensbl, HO Koraa s pasrisijena He3HaKOM-
112, YECTHO CKa3aTh, HE OUeHb 00paZoBasiaCh. DTO OBUI TOT ca-
MBI TAPEHb, KOTOPBIN MOCTO- STHHO CHJIEJT OKOJIO MOIbEe3/1a.

«A OH 4YTO TYT Aenaer?» — noayMala s, BbIIABUB €JIe 3aMeT-
HYIO YJIBIOKY.

— 3HaKOMBTECh, 3TO AJieKC! — IIMPOKO YIbIOasCh, IPeICTaBU-
Ja Jleina u B3s1a €ro noj, pyky, CJIOBHO OHU YK€ TMSATbCOT JIeT
BCTPEYAJIUCh, TIOCTIE YEro OH MOCMOTpEJT Ha He€ U KaK-TO 3ara-
JOYHO YIBIOHYIICsA. Toraa 51 v mpencraBuTh cedbe He MOrJia, uTo
MIPOU3OUJIET C ITOU JIEBYIIIKOM B laibHereM. He 3Hato, 4to ciy-
YHJIOCh C PY3bsIMH, HO OHU BCe ObUIM OT Hero B Boctopre. Bech
BEYEp OH PacCKa3blBal KaKylo-TO €pyH/Y, & OHU CMESIHCh.

MHe Torjga yxe Mnoka3ajJochb CTPaHHBIM TO, KaK OH CMOTpEI



Ha jogen. Ero B3ris CJIOBHO MPOHU3BIBAT KakI0TO HACKBO3b,
u3y4aJ, OlUeHUBaJ, BCaymBaiics. Most sydinas noapysxkka Co-
Hsl, K CUACTBIO, HE pa3Jieisiia MHEHHS OCTaIbHBIX. [la U 1 B HEM
pazodapoBaiack. OH MOKa3ajics MHE BBICOKOMEPHBIM U CJIMIII-
KOM YK MaJKUM Ha ’KEHCKUU MOJ (XOTS HUYEro yJAUBUTETbHOIO
B 9TOM U He OBLJIO).

— HagmeHHBIl 1 BHICOKOMEPHBIM MOJIOION uesioBeK. Thl Tak
He cuuTaelib? — npoienTaia CoHsl.

— Thl, KaK Bcerga, nmpasa. OH MOXOX Ha Ty KaTerOPUIO0 MOJIO-
JIBIX JIIOIeH, KOTOPHIX B JIETCTBE OYEHb YaCTO OAJIOBAIIU POIWTE-
JIM, LIEJTysI MIX B TIOITY, Mpejijiarasi BCE 30JI0TO MUpPA U Jiejasi U3 HUX
MOPAJIbHBIX YpOIOB, — mporiienTtaia si CoHe Ha yXO U YBUJENA,
Kak Ha MeHs nocMotpen Ajekc. CIoXWIOCh BrieuatieHue, Oy-
TO OBl OH yCJTBIIIAI, O Y€M MbI roBOprTH. C 3TMu ciioBamu CoHs
MIOCMOTpeJIa Ha MeHS U YJIBIOHY/IACh. DTO ObLiIa KPacHBas IEBYIII-
Ka C KapuMHU TJIa3aMU ¥ ¢ O0eCIIBEUEHHBIMHM BOJIOCAMH, BCET/Ia
CJIerKa pacTpenaBIuMucs 1o riedam. OHa Oblia UyTOUKY BBIIIIE
Y BBHIIJISZIENA CTapIle, € COBCEM HE JAABAJIA MIECTHAAUATh. 3aTO
s1 POIJIACh PaHbIIIE POBHO HA HE/IENIO, M 9TO HUKOTA HE MEIIajio
el B KaKuX-HUOYIb CUTYaIMSAX TOBOPUTh: «KTO TyT y Hac crap-
mwmi? JlaBaii, mokaxu Ham Tipumep !»

Ona OblTa ONTUMUCTKOM TI0 CPABHEHUIO CO MHOM, JTOBOJIBHO
M300peTaTesIbHON U YMHOM He 10 ToflaM, XOTsI MHOT/Ia Beja ce-
051 Kak MaJieHbKkMid peOEHOK. MHe ¢ Hell Bcerga OblIo Beceso
1 uHTepecHo. S cumTana e€ momapkom CyabObl, U He ObLIO HU
JHS B )KU3HU, YTOOBI 5 TIOKaJiena o Hameld Berpede. CoHst Oblia



caMbiM OJTM3KUM [Tl MEHsI YEJIOBEKOM, U s €€ OueHb JIIoOua,
70 CaMbIX TTOCJIEHUX THEW MOEH CTapoi JKU3HH U OO0 Jaxe
ceituac! Mbl ObUTM 3HAKOMBI JIBA TOJa, HO CHJIBHO JPYT K APY-
Iy NPUBSI3ATHCH, TOHUMAJIHU C TIOITYCJIOBA, ¥ HAIIIA MBICJIHM YacTo
cosmagam. OHa Obuta

«MOUM» YesioBeKoM. Beeraa pyrana 3a riymnble pelieHus u Ja-
BaJia XOPOIIIKE U IIeHHbIE COBETHL. Eciu s 100 He 3BoHMa (Ja-
ca Tpu MocJie MOCEeJHEr0 pa3roBopa Ui BCTPEUM), 3BOHIUIIA Ca-
Ma: MHTEpecoBasach, Kak Jejia, 4To HOBOTO, Hy U Tak jajee.
Y Hac He OBUIO 1€/ HATH ce0e MOJIOJIOTO YeJIOBEeKa, BBICKO-
YUTh OBICTPEHBKO 32 HEro 3aMyX M HApOXaTh Ky4dy MaJIeHbKHX
peOsTHIeKk. Y Hac ObUTM BBICOKME 1IeNU (cefiyac, KOHEYHO, BCE
9TO 3BYUMT 320aBHO). [la, CCOPUINCH ¥ HE Pa3roBapUBAJIH JIPYT
C IPyroM TOJOJITY — MbI OBUTH TI0 3HAKy 30[laKa KO3EPOTaMH,
a9TO YIPSAMbIE 3HAKU, U HUKTO U3 HAC HE XOTeJI IEPBbIM MUPHUTh-
csi. COCKy4UHMBIIIUCH, Mbl, TOYHEE 51, 3BOHWJIA, OHA 3Bajla B TOCTU
IUTh Yail ¥ IENUTHCS TIOCTeTHIMH HOBoCTsIMH. Korna ouepenpb
Jo1nuia 1 1o Hac Jleiina HagMeHHO Ipou3Heca:

— A 3T0 Haim nonyraiyuku-Hepaznyunuisl Pomanna u Co-
Hs!

Ha ero suiie mpocKob3HYJIO YAUBIIEHUE, HO OTOMHUBIIIUCH,
no3aopoBaiics 3a pyky ¢ CoHel, a 3aTeM MpOTsAHYJ] e€ MHe.
CHavaJla IOCMOTpeJia Ha HEerO U TOJIbKO MOTOM MPOTSHYJIA CBOIO
B OTBET, 3aMETHB €ro yXMbUIKY. Kak TOJNBKO OH AOTpOHYICS
JI0 MeHsl, TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA KaK IO Tesry OynTo Obl MpoIia MoJ-
HUS. B Moeii royioBe MpoMeTbKHYJIU KaKHe-TO CTpaHHbIe 00pasbl,



U TYT s TIOHsLJIa, YTO HEHABUKY €0 BCEM CBOMM YeJIOBEYECKUM
cepaueM. beicTpo oTnEpHYB pyKy, CyHysa e€ B KapMmad. Ho ero
yJIbIOKA CTaJsia TOJbKO mupe. Bee Habmonanm 3a mporucxXoIsiimMm,
HO HUKTO HUYEro He MOHSJI U He CcKa3as, TONbKO Jlenna Heno-
BOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIQ U C YJIBIOKOW CIPOCHUIIA:

— AJieKc, Tbl He MOT Obl IPOBOJIUTH MEHSI JIOMO¥ ?

OH CJIOBHO AaJ1 3TOr0 BOMPOCa U, IOCMOTPEB HA HEE, «Clajl-
KUM>» T'0JIOCOM OTBETWJI:

— Koneuno, npoBoxKy, KpacaBulia, 1 HE TOJIBKO J0 Jomal —
rocJie 3Tux cJioB Jlensa pacugena Ha Ila3ax.

— Hy nagno, pedsta, Mbl onuii. Beem noka! — ¢ aTumu cio-
BaMHU OHa U AJIEKC MOILIM B CTOPOHY MATUITAKEK, CTOSBIIMX
OKOJIO IIKOJIBL.

— Jlenna! Tlonoxau! — kpukHya 1. OHY TOBEPHYJIUCH.

— Jleiina, s mymato, 4to Oyiet Jrydiie, ecid TeO0s POBOJIMUT. . .
Cepéxa! — ¢ 3TUMHU CIOBaMU 5 CJIE€TKa TOJIKHYJA €ro IUIEYOM,
9TOOBl OH TOXE YTO-HUOYIb CKa3al, HO OH, KaK KOHTYXEHbIMH,
MPOAOJIKA CTOSITh M MOJTYATh.

— PoMaHHa, U13BMHM, HO 5 TaK pellnjia U MEHS CErOIHS MOUIET
IIPOBOKAaTh ITOT 3aMevaTesIbHbI MOJIOIOW YeJIOBEK !

W onm monum panbine. Ha xomy oH oOepHY/ICA M Kak-
TO CTPAHHO MOCMOTPEJ HAa MEHS, OTYEr0 MHE CTaj0 CTPAIIHO
3a Jlenny.

— Jleiina! MoxeT Thl iepegyMaeliib?

— I[Nocnymaii, Pomanna! HUKTO HEe BUHOBAT, B TOM, YTO ThI
ynycrwia maHc. He meman mHe! — KpUKHY/Ia OHa M, IOMaxas



HAMaHUKIOPEHHBIMU TaJbUMKaMH, Ucue3sia BMecTe ¢ AJIEKCOM
3a YIJIOM JOMA.

Koraa Bce pazonutuck, Mbl ¢ CoHell He crienna Moy JOMOM.

— Pom, TeOe He KakeTcs, 4TO 3/7eCh. .. UTO-TO He Tak?

— Em€ kak kaxercsi. Kakoil-To CTpaHHBIN THII. . . ¥ YTO-TO MHE
He 110 cebe. .., — MeHs cJlerKa rnepeaépHyJio.

— Cnymaii, Tel 4TO-HUOY/Ib TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KOT/IA TPUKOCHY-
Jlach K Hemy?

— Ara, BHICOKOBOJITHBIN pa3psij] BBICOKOMepHsI 1 rou3mal —
OTBETWJIA 51 HEMHOT'O CEpIIUTO.

— Her, s1 cepwésno! IIpocTo. .. koraa s K HeMy PUKOCHYJIACh,
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA JKYTKUI X0sIof! ¥V MeHs axe Mypalllky 1o KO-
ke Tmpoodexanu, — ckazana COHSI M KaK-TO ChEKHUIIACh, CIIOBHO
BCIIOMHWJIA TE€ OLLYIIEHUS.

— Xa! Ha ymune xe He mait mecsil. [la u motoM, oH ObUT Oe3
MepYaToK, a B TAKOW XOJIO[ YTO XOYelllb 3aMEP3HET, — YJIbIOHY-
JIach s, mornpaBuB mapd.

— Ja Het! D10 cOBCEM HE TOT X0JI0[, KOTOPbIM MBI ITPUBBIKJIN
YYBCTBOBATh, KOIAA Y HAC MEP3HYT PYKU. DTO UTO-TO APYroe,
MOHUMaeIlb? — C STUMU CJIOBAMU OHa MOCMOTpEsIa Ha MEHS.

— Ho He xouenb i Thl CKa3aTh, YTO OH MepTBel]? — 3acMes-
JIach 1.

—Hy, MoxeT ObITh HE COBCEM MEPTBEI], HO YTO-TO OUYeHb OJTH3-
koe. Pa3Be Thl He BUea, KaKk OH CMOTpesl Ha TeOsl, Ha MEeHs
Y Ha JIpyTuX peOsT? — OHa CHOBA MOCMOTpEJIa B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— Hy, moxer ObITh, 3TO W He B3MIAA JH0OAIIEro Opara,



HO ¥ He MepTBela YK TOYHO! — CO CMEXOM OTBETHJIA 5, HA UTO
Cons paccepaniach M TPOMKO CKa3zaja:

— Tl yTO AyMaels, s He BUAENA, KaK Thl HA HErO MOCMOT-
pena? D1o He ObUT B3I, TOMHBINA JIOOBKH U HexHocTn! Ou-
HUCb ke, JIIOIU He MOTyT HEHaBUIETh APYr Jpyra C MepBOro
B3r71sA1a. ThI UTO, €ro 3Haellb? — OHa OCTAHOBUJIACh 1 CHOBA I10-
CMOTpEJa Ha MEHS.

— Hy, Busiena mapy pas okosio nogbe3aa v Bc€. Mbl ¢ HUM ake
Y HE Pa3roBapUBaJIU.

— Hy, 1 Kak Tbl 1ymaenib, 4TO OH TaM JeJia?

— He 3Har, MOXeT ObITb, OH JKUBET B 9TOM JOME WJIU IJIe-TO
psagom?

Wnu xan Koro-Huoyb. . .

KoneuHo, 51 Torma u npeactaBuTh cede He mMoria, uyto CoHst
MPaKTUIECKU BO BCEM ObLia rpaBa. Eciv Obl 51 TOrj1a HaYasa npu-
CIIyIIUBAThCS K €€ CJI0BaM, Mbl MHOTOTO ObI M30€3KaJIu, HO 51 IPO-
CTO HE XOTeJjia B 3TO BEPUTh. XOTs MPEKPACHO MOHMUMAJIA, YTO
3[IECh SIBHO YEM-TO «IaXJi0» U YEM-TO OUY€Hb HETIPUSTHBIM.

— [Mocnymaii, PomaHHa, MHE KaXeTcsi, 4TO Thl MEHSI OOMaHbI-
Baelb. Thl MPeKpacHO BCE MOHsUIA, MPOCTO HE XO4Yelllb, B TO
noBepuTh! ThI ke BUJIeIa KApTUHKH Y ceOsl B TojIoBe, KOraa OH
K Te0e MPUKOCHYJICS?

4 ocraHOBMIACh M, IOCMOTPEB HA HEE, CIPOCKIIA!

— OTkyna Thl 3Haellb?

— 41 ux Toxe BUAena. S TeOs MOITOMY U CIIPOCHJIA, YTO ThI
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KOTAA MPUKOCHYJIACh K 9TOMY YeJIOBEKY, — OT-



BeTwia COHs Y TOIIUIA BOEPE.

1 O6blna yauBIIeHa TeM, YTO YCIbIIIANa;

— Ho kak?

— 4 cama He noHsIa, Kak 3TO nonyunsaock. CHavana nogyma-
JIa, YTO 3TO YBUJEJA TOJIBKO 51, HO YTO-TO MOJCKA3aJI0, YTO U Thl
9TO BUJIEJIA TOXe, — ckazasia CoHst 1 B3su1a B pyKu cHer. OH OBbICT-
PO CTas TasiTh.

— ... 1 He moHUMal0, Kak 3To Moo npouzoutu? Ciyian,
a MOXET 3TO BUJIEJIU BCE, C KEM OH M0310poBajcs?

— D70 6BIIO OBl HAMHOTO JIyYIIle, XOTSI MHE KaXeTCsI, YTO 3TO
HE TaK, — ¢ 3TuMu cioBamu COHs B3sJ1a B PYKHM €IlIE CHeT U 3a-
JYMYMBO MPOU3HECA:

— A ero pyku ObLJTM MEPTBEIKU XOJIOIHHI. . .

— Kaxercs, Jlenna He NpuaET 3aBTpa B IIKOMY... — 5 TOPaB-
Hsinachk ¢ Coneit. OHa BRIOPOCHIIA OCTABIIMIACS CHET U, HAJIEB Ba-
PEXKKY, CKa3asa:

— Thl TOXE TaK qyMaellib?

Korna pommm 1o e€ noma, oHa ckasasa:

— JlagHo, BcTpeTumcs B 1IKosie 1 Bc€ yBuauMm. [loka!

— Iloka.

N mbl pazonuimce.



TJIABA 11

DnuaeMus

VTpom, npuas B MIKOMY, Mbl YBUJIEIU Bpayeid U MUJIMLMIO,
KOTOpBIE YTO-TO OypHO 00cy)aamu. VX nuia ObliM HaIyraHHbI
Y 033/1a4eHHbl. MBI IOBEPHYJIUCH JPYT K IPYry, OMHOBPEMEHHO
CKa3aB:

— Jleiina! — u moGexanu HaBepx.

JIBoe OneIHBIX MUJIMIIMOHEPOB CTOSUIM Y ABEpeil Kiacca, HU-
KOro He Imyckas. JIuia npucyTcTBYIOIIMX Bblpaxan yxac. Jluze
u [lonuHe cTaio miaoxo, MOTOMY OHU JIEpkKaJld OKOJIO HOCA BaT-
Ky C HallIaTBIpEM, & BOKPYT CYETWJIUCh JIpyrue IeBUYOHKH. axe
HEKOTOpbIe MAJIBUYMIIKH YK€ B KOTOPBIN Pa3 BHIXOIUIA KYPHTh.
V Bcex Obu1 oK. Mbl ¢ Coneit mogonuii k Cepére, KOTOPBIH CH-
JieJ1 B CTOPOHKE OT BCEX.

— IpuBer, 4to 3a€ch Ciy4miioch? — cnpocuina CoHst

— IIpuser. [la g TOYHO U He 3HaW0. [ OBOPAT, NpenogaBareib-
HUIa MEpPTBa. A Ha CTOJIe, Ha MOJy, KPyroM — 3aleKIInecs Moj-
Teku KpoBu. Cam He BHJEN, HO MapHSAM YIAJIOCh OOHUM IJia-
30M 3aIJIsIHYTb B KJIacc. A Halllla ee JUPEKTOp, KOrja OTKphUIa
JBEPb, — 3T CJI0BA OH MPOU3HEC C KAKUM-TO YKACOM.

— Kak oHa Tyna nonana? OHa 4TO U3HYTPU 3aKpbLaach?

— 4 ne 3naw. [Mpumeén, Tyt yxe Hapom ObUI, U... s HIYETO



HE BUJIEN. ..

— C 3TUMHU CJIOBAaMH OH BCTaJl U YILE.

Mpi ¢ CoHeil neperyisiHyJIuCh.

— Cepéra Bceryia ObLT BECETIBIM MAPHEM, 4 TYT €0 CJIOBHO MO/~
MEHWIN.

— N npasna. [Touemy 3107 — MPOHMYHO ITPOU3HECIIA MTOPYTa.

— Tamapy HukonaeBHy, HaBepHOe, cefiuac OTKauMBaIOT, CO-
MHEBAIOCh, YTO MOCJIE TOT'0, YTO €/ MPUIILJIOCh YBUJETh, y HEE BCE
XOPOIIIO C CEPALIEM. . ..

— OX, 4TO-TO 37€Ch HE TaK, — ckazayia CoHs, cxkaB KyJaku. E€
CJIOBAa MEHS YIUBUIIN:

— O 4ém 310 THI?

Omna 3a1yM4MBO OTBETHIIA:

— He 3na10. Huuero He nonumaro. Y MeHs O4eHb IUI0XO0€ IPe-
YYBCTBUE U BHYTPH KAK-TO BCE CIKUMAETCHI.

— Tel ciyuaiiHo He 3a6omnena’?

— Her-Her, 51 kak pa3 310poBa, IPOCTO... Y MEHsI MOSIBUJIOCh
KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE OLIyIIEHHE TOro, YTO ITO BCETO JIMIIIb HaYa-
JI0.

— Havasio yero?

CoHsl 3a1yMaiach 1 Kak Obl CTaja PUCTYIIUBAThCA K cede.

— Ilaxke He 3HaI0, HO JTy4IIlie ObITh KO BCEMY TOTOBOM, — CKa3asia
OHA YBEPEHHO, YTO MEHsI YAUBUJIO.

— CoHb, Tl NPAMO KaK HAaTpUOT. Thl Tak CTPOro HUKOIJA
HE BBIIJIsIZIENA, 1axke Ha (POTKE B MACIOPTe, HEY:KeJlu BCE ITO ce-
PbE3HO?



— Tht 0 uém?

— [la g 0 TBOEM Jmnie. XOTs JIaHO, JaBau JIydlle IOgyMaeM,
Kyaa jaenack Jleia?

— Boxe, B rosoBe HUKaK He YKJaAbIBaeTcs, YTo EnmzaBeTsl
DayapaoBHBI OOJIbIIE HET, — OZIpyra CMOTpesia Ha MeHs I1a3aMu
TIOJTHBIMM y’Kaca, NeYaId U KaKOro-TO CTpaxa.

4 Monmya oOHsIa e€.

— Tbl mpaBa, HY)KHO BBISICHUTD, I1ie Jleina, — ¢ STUMHU CJI0BaMu
Cons noponia k Cepére, KOTOPbI BEPHYJICS, U CTasla paccrpa-
mmBaTth ero o Jleiine. [ToroBopus ¢ HUM, BEepHYJIaCh OOPATHO.

— Hy, uro?

— On =e Bugen Jleiny ¢ cyOOOTHI.

— A 4TO TOBOPAT JEBYOHKH 10 3TOMY MOBOAY ?

— He 3Hawo. [{aBan cipocum! — ¢ 3TMMU €l10BaMH OHa BOMPO-
CUTEJIBHO [TOCMOTPEJIAa Ha MEHS.

B 3Hak cornacus s KUBHYJIA, U Mbl ONLTH K JIeWIMHbIM Onu3-
KUM nogpy:xkam, [ lonnne u JInze, KoTopbiM, Cyas 0 BCeMy, CTa-
JI0 JIer4e, pa3 OHU YKe YTO-TO OypHO 0OCYKIaIH.

— Kak gymaenp, 0 4ém oHM roBopAT? f ycMexHynach:

— Vranai ¢ Tpéx pas...

— Jla, el mpaBa... — orBeTuaa COHSI, U C STUMM CIIOBAMU
MBI IIOZIOILIM K ieBoYKaM. IIpu Buje Hac OHM pe3Ko 3aMoTyaIn
Y KaK-TO CTPaHHO M0- cMoTpenu. Mebl ¢ CoHell eperisiHyJInCh,
Y YABIOHYBIIINCh, OHA CITPOCHJIA:

— ¥ Hac 4ro-TO He Tak?

Ionuna u JInza, ycMEXHYBIIUCH, CHOBA IIPUHSINCH 3 Pa3ro-



BOP. MBI ObLM YAMBIIEHBI TAKOW PEAKIIMU U MEHSI 9TO BO3MYTH-
JI0:

— JleBOYKH, U3BUHUTE, YTO OTBJIEKAIO OT pa3roBopa, HO MOX-
HO 3a/1aTh BCETO OJIMH BOMPOC U MBI TYT K€ OTCTAHEM.

Haraiia HeoBOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIA U CIIPOCUJIA:

— Yro Bam emg Hazno?

— Eme? — ynusnénno nepecnpocuia CoHsl.

— MB#I K BaMm emng He oopainairch. S 9To-To He MOTY TIOHSTD,
JIEBOYKHM, B UEM JIeJI0? — BCE HUKAK He YyHUMasiach CoHsl. MeHst
3TO TOXKE 3a/€J10, HO 51 HE CTaJla ITPU/IaBaTh 3TOMY 3HAYEHHE, BEIb
MBI He OBUIA 0COOO0 XOPOIIMMU TIOIPYTaMH, OJJHAKO WX HbIHEIII-
Hee MOBE/IEHNE MEHS TOXKE HE YCTpauBaJlo.

— CoHs, NONOXN.

— Bl KakoM BOMPOC XOTUTE HAM 3a/1aTh? — BIPYI CIIPOCHJIA
[Tonuna.

— Mu1 6b1 xOTenu y3Hath, rae Jleina? — cnpocuna s, rnocnie
Yero WX rja3a CTajld HEMHOTO OOJbIIie, 1 OHA XOPOM CITPOCHIIH:

— W BBl eni€ cripammBaere?

— PasBe BbI He 3HaeTe, UTO OHa JIEKUT B OOJbHULIE? — CITPO-
cuna IlonuHa Tak, OyATO 3Ty HOBOCTH MEpeaBaiy Mo BCEM pa-
JUOCTAaHIUSIM MUpA.

MBI TOJIBKO YAUBJIEHHO NEPETJISAHY/IUCH.

— Korna Anekc nomién e€ mpoBokarh, OHa ynajia B 0OMOpOK,
1 OH JoHEC Jlemny o kBapTupsl Ha pykax! Hy a 3arem, noexan
c Heil B OosbHUITY! DTO ke MPOCTO 3I0POBO HAWTH TAKOTO BEp-
HOT'0 MOJIOAOro yesioBeka! I[oBesno ke e, TOJIbKO BCTPETUIIUCD,



a OH yxe e€ Tak JIoouT! — ¢ BocxuIieHreM Tporopopmia Iomm-
Ha, ¥ €€ JINIIO0 OCBETHJIa YJIBIOKA.

— OHM Tak MOAXOIAT APYT JIPYTY, YKe BUXKY e€ B CBaIcOHOM
IU1aThe, — 3aMEUTAaBIIKCh, CKa3aiia JIuza.

— OueHb IOOXOOAT, KaK caror M JIaloTh, — cKa3aja f IIENo-
TOM, NoBepHYBIIMCh K CoHe. OHa yIbIOHYIACh.

— Kak 1 elt 3aBugywo! — e orcraBana [lonuHa.

— Toxe MHe, Halllla, KoMy 3aBUI0BaTh, — BcTaBuia 4. [lonnHa
HEJIOBOJIbHO MTOCMOTPEJIA Ha MEHSI.

— A oTKyza Bbl 3HaeTe 3TH noapodHocTu? — cpocuia CoHsl.

— A MBI 32 HEH YTPOM 3aXO[WIH, €€ MaMa HaM BCE M paccKa-
3aJ1a, — oto3Bajace Haraia.

— OHa ckazaina, 4To paja, HAKOHell-To Y JIeiibl mosiBUICS A0-
CTOMHBIM MOJIOJOM YesioBeK. [la K ToMy ke Kpacasen!

— A cyJs 1o ToMy, BO YTO OH OB OZIET, €IE ¥ OOraTeHbKUM ! —
nodaswna JInza.

— Hy nangHo, He Oynem Bac OTBJIEKaTh, CIUIETHUYANTE JajTb-
1i€. .. — C 3TUMH CJIOBAMHU MBI YIIUIH.

OHHU el€ HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[ HEAOBOJIBHO CMOTPEJIM B HAIy
CTOPOHY Y CHOBA IPUHSJIUCh 32 OYEPEAHYIO IPOMBIBKY KOCTEU.
MBpl 1axe He ycresiu BBIUTH B KOPUIOP, KaK K HaM B KJIacC MpU-
1A AUPEKTOP U CKa3ajia, YTO CErOHs U 3aBTPa yUUTHCS He OY-
neM. MoxHO ObUTO 3aMETUTh, KaK y MHOTUX Cpa3y TMOAHSIIOCH
HACTPOEHUE, U MEPBBIMU KJIACC MOKUHYJM JEBOYKM BO IJIaBe
¢ [Nonuuoii v JInzoi. OHu permiy, yTo NouayT U HaBecTAT Jleii-
ay. Ham ObU10 cTpaHHO, TTOYeMy MHOTHE HAIlld OJHOKJIACCHUKH



MO0 BOBCE HE pa3roBapvBaId C HAMH, JIUOO OTAEJIBIBAIUCH KO-
poTkumu oTBeTaMu. Korga mMbl BBIIUIM U3 KJIacca, s CIPOCUIIA:

— Hy, u 9to T 060 BCEM 3TOM Iymaenib? 3acTErmBasi KyprKky,
Cons ckazana:

— [Momuutb, s TeOe roBOpuMIIA, UTO Y MEHSI IIOX0€ TIPeauyB-
CTBHUE.

MHe KaxeTcsl, YTO OHO O4eHb CKOpO ceOsl OmpaBaeT.

— Tw1 umeens B BUy Jleiny u ocTaabHbIX peOsT?

— U He TonbKO, — 33 JyMUYMBO IMPOrOBOPHUJIA OHA.

Koraa Ml BBIIIUIA HA YUY, CTOSIBIIKE JEBOYKHU U3 JPYTrOro
KJIacca, Kak-TO BpaxJIeOHO MOCMOTPENH B HAIIly CTOPOHY.

— Tel 310 TOXKE BUAMILL? — cipocusia MeHs CoHsl, TOCMOTPEB
B UX CTOPOHY.

— Jla, 1 MHe Kaxercs, 4To 3T0 BcE Hecrpocta. He obparait
BHUMaHUsI, MOUIEM KO MHE U BCE 0OCY/IMM, a TO U Y JePEBbEB
TOXE eCTb YIIU. X0y MOAETUTHCS ¢ TOOON CBOUMU MOI03PEHH-
SIMU.

51 o4eHb XOPOIIO MOMHIO, UTO MO JOPOre AOMOU MbI HE IPOPO-
HWJIY HU ciloBa. Kaxias u3 Hac 0 4€M-TO Jlymasa, HO BOT O YEM —
9TO OCTaJIOCh CEKpeTOM. TOJBKO TOra Mbl 3arOBOPHIIM, KOTIA
3aKpbLIach ABEPh B KBAPTUPE.

— Caymay, Thl HE CUMTAEIb BCE 9TO CTPAaHHBIM ?

— Crpannbim? Xa! Ito emié cinado ckazano. S BooOine He 1mo-
HUMAIO, YTO 3[€Chb MPOMUCXOOUT. Takoe BHEuaTIeHUE, CIOBHO
BCEX PeOsT B MIKOJIE MOIMEHIIIH.

— Tebe He kaxeTcs, 4To BCE 3TO HAYAJIOCh C MOMEHTa, KOrjia



NPUIIENT AJIEKC? — CITIPOCUIIA MOAIPYTa.

— 41 Toxe nmomyMbIBaa 00 3TOM, ¥ BCE ITO HABOAWUT HA OUECHb
HeMpaBAONOJA0OHbIE MBICITH.

4l mocraBuna rperbcs yariHuK. COHSI Hape3asia XJied, Korjga
3a3BOHUJT TeJIeDOH.

— 51 Bo3pMy TpYOKY! — cKa3ana oHa 1 modexaa K tenedony. S
HUKOTJIa ¥ HUYero He 3ampeniania eil aenatb. OHa B J100oe Bpe-
MsI MOIJIa TIPUIATH WU TTO3BOHUTDH, HO COHS OblJIa BOCIMTAHHON
JIEBYIIIKOM U BCEr/ia 3HaJla, Korja U 4To MOXHO cefath. B Moém
JOMe OHa Bcerja ObUla JKeJIAaHHBIM, HO, K COXKAJICHUIO, PEIKUM
rOCTEM U TO, YTO OHA 3aXOAWJIA HA KyXHIO, U HAUMHAJIA TOTOBUTb,
OBUIO BITOJTHE HOPMAJIBHBIM MEXy HAMU sIBJIeHHeM. MblI ObLTH
MOYTH POAHBIMMU, CJIE0BATEIbHO, JOBEPSUIA APYT APYTY.

«0, Beauxas Mamu, kax mie He xeamaem e€ YynblOKU, cmexa
u oobue eé¢ camoii!» Hy, oa naono, npooondicy....

Ha kyxnto Bomta Consi. Ha He#t He ObUIO JTHIIa, TOYHEE OHO
no0JIe/THeNo, a e€ 11a3a ObUIM Ha MOKPOM MecCTe.

— Cons! Yro ciyumnocs?

— Hac npurnacunm Ha.... — 3aTeM 3aMoyaja M 3arviakania,
HO COOPABIIUCH U BIOXHYB, MPOAOJIKIIIA, — TTIOXOPOHBH!!

Ona cena Ha cTy1.

— boxe mou, Ennzasera DnyapnoBHa... — OHa 3amMoTajia ro-
JIOBOM.
— Yrooo...?!

OHa cmoTpena Ha MeHs1, U CJIE3bl, Ka3aJ10Ch, TOJIbKO CUJIbHEE
CTaJIM CTEKATh C €€ mIa3. I MeqIeHHO Ipucesia Ha CTYJI U TUXO



MPOrOBOPHIIA:

— I'ocriony, e ke Bcero mecTHaauaTs! Oryero ona ymepia?

— Tl He TOBEPUIIIb — OT OOJIBIIION MOTEPU KPOBH. .. — C STUMHU
cioBamMy COHs MOJONLIA M BBIKJIIOUWIIA CBUCTEBIIMI YaWHUK.

— Yro 3a 6pen? OnHa xe ynaia B oOMopok. [Ipuuém 3mech
KkpoBb? PaznuBas yait, CoHs ckazana:

— $1 Toxe Obl1a ynuBIEHa, U MIOYEMY-TO HA YM Cpa3y MpUILET
Anexc.

MoxeT, KOHEYHO, 3TO BCE Opej, Ho... Sl Momya caenaa 1io-
TOK:

— INocnyman, BO3MOXKHO, Thl IIpaBa. Kakoil HOpMaJIbHbIN ye-
JIOBeK OyIeT CUeTh Ha JIIOTOM MOpPO3€ B JIEFKOM MaJIbTO Hapac-
namky u 6e3 roioBHoro yoopa? XonoaHbli, CTpaHHbIM, /14 U [IBET
KOXKU HE3/I0POBBII. DTH 00pa3bl, KOTOPHIE Mbl BU/IENH, KOT/IA TIO-
30POBAJIUCH C HUM. A ell€ 3TO CTpaHHOe YOUIICTBO U TaKkoe ke
nopesieHue pedsT. Tebe He KakeTcsl, UTO MOJ] KATETOPUIO «UeJIo-
BEK» OH CJIErKa He MoIaaacTt?

Cons1, oTKycHB OyTepOpoI, 3ayMYHUBO MTPOTOBOPHJIA:

— B0o3MOXHO ThI M IpaBa, HO HEYKeJIU Takoe ObIBaeT? ITo ke
peaJibHasl )KU3Hb, a He (paHTaCTHKa.

— 4 naxe v He 3HaI0, HO MHe OOJIbIIIE HUYETrO Ha YM He MpH-
xomauT. MoxeT ObITh, KOHEYHO, Y MEHSI CJIMIIKOM Ooraroe Booo-
pakeHue, HO, a KaK elié BCE 3TO OObICHUTD?

— Moxer, Mbl ero nposepum?

— Kak TbI coOupaenibcsi poBepsiTh €ro? — ¢ yIuBJIEHHEM
Y C YCMEIIKOM CIIPOCHJIA £1.



Ona 3a1ymasiach, a HOTOM OTBETHJIA!

— A MBI IPOCTIEOUM 32 HUM.

— Hy na, a eciv OH Hac 3aMETUT, YTO Thl EMY CKaXKelllb? 3Ha-
elib, onHuM «V3BUHMTE» W MUJION YJIBIOKOW TOYHO HE OTjesa-
eMCsl, — C YCMEUIKOW MTPOroBOpuiIa s.

— Hy, xots Ob1 Tak! A y TeOs Kakue mpeJIokKeHus ? — CIpo-
crna CoHs, JonuBas 4Jau.

— JlomycTuM, HO TOJIKO JOMYCTUM, s C TOOOM corJacHa.
Ho rne Mol ero Hayiiém?

— Hy, He 3Ha10... — OHa noXkaJia IjIeyaMu.
— IMotpscatommii oteT. ... Ciymaii, s coBcem 3a0bljia o Mo-
XOpOHaXx.

Korga u roe onu cocrosrca?

CoHs nogaBmiIack, U MHE MPUIILIOCH MTOXJIONATh €€ MO CIHMHE.
[TpokanuisiBIIMCh, OHA MPOTOBOPHIIA:

— [ToxopoHbl OyayT cerofHs B ceMb Bevepa.

— Yro? Ilouemy umenHo cerogsa? M nouemy Beuepom? —
C YIVBJIEHUEM CIIPOCHIIA f1.

— He 3Haw, cama ynuBiieHa He MeHble TBoero. E€ mama Hu-
Yero He CKasajia Mo 3ToMy NoBomay. TOJNBKO MOMpocuia, 9ToObl
MbI 00s13aTETBHO TTPHIILIH.

— bmH, kakoii e HyKHO OBITh CBOJIOUBIO, YTOOBI TAK KECTOKO
TIOCTYTIATh C JIOAbMU? — 51 AEUCTBUTEIBHO ObLIA 371a.

— beccepnedyHon u Xoo0aHOM, — 0To3Baach COHsl.

— Hy Huuero, TOT, KTO 3TO cAefall, paHO WJIM MO3/IHO MOIUIa-
TUTCS 32 CBOU MOCTYNOK. ZKU3Hb €ro Hakax)eT, — CKa3aJia s, CTyK-



HYB KYJIaKOM I10 CTOJY.

— OyeHb X04ercsl B 3TO BEPUTh, HO Yallle BCEro ¢ TAaKKUM I10-
JOHKamMH HU4ero He mpoucxoaut. [lo kpaitHeill Mepe, B Halliem
MUpe, — IOfIpyra MPOM3HECIIA TU CJIOBA C KAKUM-TO COXKAJICHU-
€M M HEHaBUCTBIO.

3uma. CMepKaioch paHo, a B CEMb 4acOB OBUIO YK€ COBCEM
TemMHO. Cama uziest TOro, 4To MOXOPOHBI JIOMKHBI OBUT COCTO-
SATbCS BEUEPOM, HaM YK€ HE MOHPABUJIACh, HO OTKA3bIBATHCS MBI
He UMey ipaBa. Bo3moskHo, Jleitia v He Oblj1a Halllel oApPyTou,
HO ¥ Bparamu Mbl To’ke He Obii. He ipuiiTé ObII0 ObI HEBEIKITHU-
BO IO OTHOIIEHMIO K camon Jlewsie u e€ cembe.

Korna Beuepom Mbl JOOpasiMCh 10 KJIaaOuUINa, TaM yxe ObLIo
MHoro Hapoay. [Tomumo Jleitsibl 1 Haiell npenonaBaTeIbHULIbI
B 9TOT [IeHb XOPOHIJIM elI€ MmATephiX pedsaT. [IBoe n3 HUX OKa-
3aJTMCh M3 HAIIIEH IITKOJIbL. MBI OBUTH MOTPSICEHBI HACTONIBKO, UTO
Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsl 1 MOyMaJsia, YTo 3TO ObLIT IPOCTO COH, KOIII-
MapHblid cOH. COHSI ¢ TPYIOM CAEpKUBAJa CIE3bL. JTO 5 Mepe-
1UIa B 3Ty LIKOIY B 9 Kjacce, a OHa y4ymsach B HEM C CaMOro
HayaJla ¥ 3Hajia 3TUX pedsAT IaBHO. Sl mpekpacHO MoHUMaa eé
COCTOSIHUE.

— Boxe Mo, 3TO MpocTo Kakasi-To 3MUIeMusi, — TOBOpUIa
OHa, BBITAPAs IIJIATKOM CJIE3BI.

4 Tompko momva kuBHyna. CTpaHHO, HO Y BCEeX pedAT ObLT
MOXOKUM AUarHo3. M yxe 3Tu MpIC/IM HAaBOAWJIM Ha OIUH €AUH-
CTBEHHBII BBIBOJI, KOTOPBIN TOr/Ia ObLT B Moel rojioBe. Beg Ob110
IPOCTO, HO MBI JIepkKasch, Kak Moriau. Bapyr CoHsl TonkHyna



MeHs B OOK.

— CMoOTpH, TaM CTOUT AJIEKC U C HUM €IlIE€ KaKue-TO JIIoAu !

Koraa s moBepHysia rojioBy, T0 noojajib OT OCTAJbHBIX YBU-
nena Anekca. C HUM CTOSUIM €IlIE€ HECKOJIBKO MOJIOABIX JIOJEH,
KOTOPBIX PaHbIlIE Mbl HE BCTPEUAIIH.

— Kak gymaenis, K10 310 ¢ HUM? — IIENOTOM cripocuia 51y Co-
HU. OHa noxasia rjeJyamMu:

— He 3Har0. Hu pa3y ux He Buzena. lHTepecHo npyroe — mno-
yeMy OHM CTOSIT Tak Jaynieko? Bpoae Ol oH momor eil. MHe Ka-
3aJI0Ch, OH OyZIeT OJKe Beex.

— Cinymiai, 3To X0OpoIast BO3MOKHOCTb IMPOCJIEAUTb 32 HUM.
CoHs noBepHyJ1aCh B MOIO CTOPOHY:

— Thl 4TO, MBI AOrOBapUBAINCh MPOCIEAUTH TOJIBKO 32 HUM
OJIHUM, a OH TYT He oiuH. Tem Ooiee MbI He 3HaeM KTO OHHU.

4 HacramBana:

— la TBI 4YTO, 3TO XOpOIIasi BO3MOXHOCTb, HE OTKA3bIBAKCS.
JlaBaii ke BBISICHUM BCE, HAKOHEIl. A 3TU JIIOIU, KOTOPBIE CTOSAT
PAOOM, HABEPHSIKA €r0 3HAKOMBIE, U MHE Ka)KETCs, OHU U3 OHOU
HIaNKH.

— OTkypa 3Haelb?

— 910 )€ oueBnaHO! Hy, uro? — noBTopuna 5. Bapyr Beipa-
xeHne una CoHM N3MEHUIIOCh:

— Twl mpaBa. Hago paccTaBUTh BCe TOUKM HAJl «1» U BHISICHUTD,
HaKoOHell, KTO 3T0!

— Chymiaii, Tel IPSAMO KaK HACTOSIIMU MAaTPUOT ceryac... —
C 3TUIMH CJIOBaMHU $1 YJIBIOHYJIACh, YTO OYESHb YIUBHIIO OKPYKAIO-



mux. Hago OpU10 BBIXOAUTH KaK-TO U3 CO3/ABILEN cUTyaluu. 51
BhIXBaTWIa U3 pyK COHM IUIATOK M, CKOPYMB TpUMacy, cTaja jie-
JaTh BUJL, 4TO 1yiavy. OKpyKaiolye ¢ TOHUMaHUEM IIOCMOTPENTN
Ha MeH# 1 oTBepHY/UCh. COHSI CXBaTWIIa MEHs 32 PYKY M OTBeJIa
B CTOpOHY. {I co cne3amu nocMoTpesia Ha Hee.

— Tebe ObI B TeaTpasIbHBIN OCTYTIATH, YaKa MXaTOBCKA. .. —
OHa yJIBIOHYJIaCh, HO He MpUBJIeKas BHUMaHus. $1 3ameTunna, Kak
AJieKc 1 BCe ero TOBapHILU ¢ YIUBJIEHUEM CMOTPEJIH B HALIly CTO-

pOHYy.

I'JIABA III

Caexka

Kora noxopoHsl 3aKOHUMJIMCh, BCE CTAIM PaCXOAUTHCs. Mbl
nojionuM K Mame JIeisl 1, eme pa3 BHIpa3uB COOOJIE3HOBAHUS
e€ cemMbe, crieniay BujI, 9to ynui. Camu xke CIpsATajIvich 3a 00JTb-
0N KaMeHHOU cTaryedl ¥ ctanu HaOmonarh. CIycTs moivaca,
KpoMme AJIeKca M ero «Ipy3ei», Bce HAKOHEI-TO Pa3OIILIUCh.
OHHM CTOSITIU ¥ YETO-TO KA.

— Cnyman, yero ot xkayT? — cripocuiia menorom CoHs.

— He 3Hato, MoxeT ObITh TIpOIIAIOTCA C Held. ... CTpaHHO, KO-



HEYHO.

— Kcratu, a 4to Thl CKa3ana MaMe HacuyeT Toro, Kyja noruia’?

— 4 ckazasia, 4TO MOC/Ie MOXOPOH POAUTENH JIenbl monpocu-
JIM HAC OCTAThCsl IEPEHOYEBATh Y HUX.

— DTO KOHEYHO IJTynasi OTMa3Ka, HO 5 cKa3aa To ke caMoe, —
ynbiOHyIach COoHSl.

— U 1tH1 gymaens, oHa nosepuiia?

— Eciin oHa MO3BOHUT TBOEH, MO KpaillHEW Mepe, OHa CKaXeT
TO K€ camMoe, — 51 YJIBIOHYJIACh.

Cowns ynpIOHYIaCh B OTBET M CKa3asa:

— bynem Haneatscs. [Ipomen eme vac.

— Cnymaii, ckosibko BpeMeHu? — cripocuiia 1y Conn. OHa
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha Yachl U MPOrOBOPUIIA:

— HecArs.

— 4 yxe HaunHaio 3amep3arb! Korma onu yxe nouayt?

— 4 Toxe 3amép3na, ocobeHHo Horu. [laBail clenaem Tak:
KJIEM elIE TBAALIATh MUHYT, U €CJIM HUYETO He IIPOMCXOIUT, YXO-
UM JOMOM, JJagHO?! — ¢ 3TMU ciioBaMu COHSI BOIPOCUTEBHO
MOCMOTpeJia Ha MEHs.

A cornacunace. Cuaenu THXO, MO KpallHeW Mepe, HaM Tak
Kazajoch. MBI HallUTM TaKOe MECTO, OTKyAa HAc caMux ObLIO
HE BUJIHO, a TO,

YTO MPOUCXOIUIIO TaM, ObLJIO KaK Ha JIaJOHHU.

Brpyr Consi TonkHyna MeHs1 B OOK U € yIMBJIEHUEM CIIPOCHJIA:

— A Kak ymMaeiiib, 30MOU CyIIECTBYIOT?

4 mocmorpesia Ha HeE, a MOTOM Ha MOTWJIBL, PAIOM C KOTOPBI-



MU CTOSUTM 3TH pedsita. To, YTo HaM MPUIILIOCh YBUIETD, IPUBE-
JIO HAC B TaKOW IIIOK, YTO MO CPABHEHUIO C 3TUM CaMBIU CTpalll-
HBIN (PUJIBM YKaCOB Ka3aJICA MTPOCTO AETCKUMU ChEMKAMHU.

— Yt0 0oHHM AenaloT? — ¢ ucnyrom crpocuia MeHs CoHs.

— Ecmu Obl 51 TOIBKO 3HaJIa? — MPOM3HECIA 51 CPHIBAIOIIMMCS
rojiocom. Mbl yBUJIE/IM KaK AJIEKC U €T0 JPYy3bsi BCTAIN Y MOTHIL,
B KOTOPBIX CErOHs MOXOPOHWIN peOAaT. OHU CJIOBHO TIONEIVIIN
UX Mexay coOoM U Kaaau. 3eMIis 3allleBesniach, U U3 He€, Mo-
JOOHO TayKaMm, BbLIE3/N pedsTa.

Onu 6bUTH BCE TPSI3HBIMU, HO XKUBBIMH |

Ckazarb, 4TO MBI OBUIM B IIIOKE, 3HAYUT BOOOIIE HUYETO
HE CcKa3arb.

— Thl 310 TOXE BUaMIIL?! — BbiIaBWiia omiapanieHHass CoHs
yepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMmsl.

— Jlyure Ob1 51 3TOrO He BUAena. Ciyiaid, 3T0 MHe OOJIbile
HaroMUHAEeT (PUJIbM YKacoB, a HE peasIbHOCTb! — cKazaia s, 1o-
CTETICHHO TPUXO/s B ceOsl.

— Yro Oymem nenath?

— Cnenuts! Celiuac MHe cTaJio emé uHTepecHe. 1 He cobu-
paloCh yXOIUThb, a Thl?

Ona nopymasa u OTBETHIIA:

— CornacHa. Pa3 yx Hayaym, Hy’)KHO 3aKOHYMTb.

MBbI cTayii BHUMATeJIbHO HaOoIaTh 3a MPOUCXoasum. Bee
pedsiTa BHIIJISIIENTN BIIOJIHE 3/I0POBBIMHU, HO BOT YTO HAM TOKa3a-
JIOCh CTPAHHBIM, TaK 3TO UX MNoBejeHre. OHU CIOBHO BIIEPBbIE
B TAaKOM BHUJE BCTYMWIM HA 3€MJIIO: PUHIOXUBAIUCH, BCIYIIN-



BaJIMCh U MPUCMATPUBAJINCH, @ AJIEKC C JPY3bsIMU CTOSUIU C JI0-
BOJIbHBIMHU JIMIIAMU M CMOTPEJIM Ha HUX, KaK Ha CBOU TBOPEHHSI.

— Cnymaii, Pom, 310 TeOe HUUEro He HalOMUHAeT?

— ®ubpM y’)KacoB PO 30MOU MM TTPO BaMITMPOB, a 4YTO?

— A ThI cama He Jora/IbIBaellibCsi? — OHa MOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEHS
KAKMM-TO CTPaHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— OHu cy1ecTBYIOT?

— Kak Buauiiib, BaMrupsl ectb. I Aniekc oguH u3 Hux !

— HuckomnbKo He yIUBIIIOCh, €CJIU €0 JPY3bsi TOKE U3 ITOU Ke
MIANKH.

3Hauut, pedsTa Morudau OT YKYCOB.

— Jla, 1 3T0 OYeHb UHTEpPECHO, — poroBopusia CoHsl.

— Cnymai, 371ech OsATEpO BaMIUPOB, Tak? — si IOCMOTpesa
Ha CoHI0, OHa MOJTYa KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

— 3HAuUT, KaX/JIpld BaMIUpP YKYCWJ MO OJHOMY 4YEJIOBEKY,
a TIOTOM Ha3HAYWJIA BpeMs U MECTO MOXOPOH. MM 3TO ObLIO BHI-
rogHo! — Beickazajia CoOHM CBOIO MBICIIb.

— Cornacna! Tenepp ux He nATh, a gecAtb! Thl npeacras-
JIsielllb, 4To OyAeT uepe3 Henemo-aApyryi? Mx xe Oymer okoJo
cral — ¢ 3TUMHU CJIOBaMU MbI NIEPETJISIHY/IUCh, B HAIIMX IJIa3ax
CTOSLN1 y3Kac.

« — Jla, HausmHvle 00 dcymu... — NPO2OBOPUN, YAbIOHYGUIUCD,
Onea.

— Onez! — 00épnyna cecmpa.

— . Bcé, monuy-monuy! — npooondxicas yavloamucs, npo2oeo-
pun opam»



— HyxHo uto-TO nenats! Henb3s 910 Tak ocrasiAts. MHauve,
ObITh Oepe! — ckazana CoHsl.

— Twt mpaBa! D1u TBapu OyAyT Pa3MHOKATLCS KaK TapaKaHBI.
Bcé-Taku untyuims 1eds He noasena, noapyra. Yro teneppb Oy-
eM gearh?

— He 3nato, HO Ha momorib 3Bath HET cMbicia. COMHEBAIOCh,
yT0 Ham MoBepAT. Ckopee, OTIPABAT B OINpeleieHHOe MeCTO.
[Ipunercsa ceoumu cuiiamu crpasisaTbes! — nporosopusia CoHst
Y MIOCMOTpeJia Ha MEHSI.

— Hapo HaiiT ux Boxaka u youtb. Tak oObIYHO OBIBaeT
B (prbmax! Torma BceX OCTaBbHBIX OyJeT Mpoine HepeOuThb.
Tonbko Kak 31O crenaTh? — Cpocuia .

«3Haeme, 6om celfuac 6cé Mo 6CNOMUHAIO, A HA AUle YAbIOKA.
Kakxumu sice 6viau nausnvimu u eaynvimu! Jlaowo....»

Cons noxana riedamu. Korja Mbl BHICYHYJHCH M3-32 TTAMSIT-
HUKa, YBUAEIM, KaK AJIEKC U €ro KOMIIaHUs HallPpaBUJIach B CTO-
POHY Jieca, OKOJIO KOTOPOTO M HAXOIUJIOCH KJIaJOuIIie.

—Hy ut0, rotoBa? V Teb4 €mme ecTh maHc 0TKa3aThes! — Cpo-
cuia s1 CoHio.

Oma 3a1ymanach Ha lapy CeKyHj1, HO, YJAbIOHYBIINCh, OTBETHU-
na:

— 1, KoHeuHO, Tpycuxa, HO pa3Be y Hac ecTb BeiOOp?! U eciin
HE MBI, TO KTO?

— 910 3HauMT «/la»? OHa KUBHYIA.

— Hy, Torna Bnepén, Ha NOWCKUA HENPUSITHOCTEN WIH... IPU-
KJIIOYECHHH |



— Tol 3HaEIIb, BTOPOW BAPHAHT MHE HPABUTCS Kyaa OoJblIe, —
OHa YJIBIOHYJIACh B OTBET, ¥ MbI HE CIIEIIa HAITPABUJIACH CIIEJIOM.

['pynna npenmnosaraeMbeix BaMITMPOB 1IUIA BIIEPEIX HAC, HU-
KTO U3 HUX HU pa3dy He 0OepHYJICs. DTO yxke CTalIo Ka3aThCs M0-
JO3PUTEIbHBIM.

Mpel crapanuch HEe OTXOAWUTH IPYr OT Apyra Jajbllie, YeM
Ha miar. YeM riy6xe yXoauiy B JieC, TEM CTpalliHee CTAHOBUIIOCh.
BosiTbest Henb3s1, MHaue 06enM KoHell! BaMmupsl 04eHb XOpoIio
YYBCTBYIOT CTpaXx.

[Iliim mel gonro. Ham kaszasnock, 4T0 BamMITMPBl KAKIYIO Ce-
KyHJy ObUTH TOJT HAIIIUM KOHTPOJIEM, HO B OJTHO MTHOBEHME OHU
ucuesnu. Mbl ¢ y’kacom Havyajlu o3uparbes 1o ctopoHam. U s,
1 CoHsl IPEeKPacHO MOHUMAJIY, YTO €CJIM Hac 3aMEeTWIIU, TO Ha-
JesIThCs Ha JIPYXeI0OHYI0 BCTpedy He CTOUT. Bosbiie Beero s
6ostach He 3a ceds, a 3a TIOIPYTY.

CoHs nozoliIa U Kpenko cxajia pyKy, Yero paHblie HUKOIAA
He Jiesiana.

«3Ha4uUT, €N CTAJIO AECUCTBUTENIBHO CTPAILIHO», — IIOLyMaJa .
OHa menoToM MporoBOpuIa:

— He nonumaro, kyna onu aenncb? OHU e TOJIBKO 4TO IUIU
BIIEPEU HAC.

S crana BCaymMBaThCs B CTPAIHYIO TUIIWHY W BIPYT MEHS
OCEHUJIO:

— Yepr... 6eru, Cons! Hazan k kiaadunry, OpicTpo!

OT MOero BHE3alHOI0 KpUKa OHA B3APOTHY/IA U C UCIYyTOM
CIpOCHJIa:



—Yro... yTO CNyunIoch?!

— 910 JoBymika! OHM ¢ caMOro Hadasa 3Haju, YTO MBI CJle-
qum 3a HUMH! Ckopee! — KpuKHyJIa 1, CXBaTHUB 32 PYKY ITOIPYTY,
1 nodexasa, 4To ObUIO CHII.

I'JIABA IV

JIoBymka

Mpbi1 He ycrienu npoOekaTh U JecSITH METPOB, KaK HEU3BECTHO
OTKY/la TOSIBUJICSI BBICOKMU W TUICYHCTBIA MAPEHb C FOPSAIUMU
razaMu. Mbl CBEpPHYJIU B IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY, HO JIOPOTY HaM Iie-
peropoania eie Kakas-To TeHb. PUHYINUCH B TPETHIO, HO U TaM
HE J1aJ11 MPOWTH. JIOBYIIIKa 3aXJIONHYJIACH.

—Yro... 4T0... TEneph Aenarh? — 3auKasich, mporopopuia Co-
Hsl.

— Camoe riaBHOE — He HyKHO 6051Thcsl. Be€ Oyner xoporro! 1
He JaM TeOs1 B o0uay! — mooderana si.

— U g He nam 1eds B o0uy!

MBs1 00e He 3HaH, uTo jAesath. OcTaBasoch TONBKO KAATh.



Bexarp He OBLIO CMBICIIA, X OBUIO OOJIBIIE, HO BCE-TaKH KOE-
YTO 51 MOMbITAACh Cle/aTh. BCNOMHUB TO HEMHOrO€, YTO 3HaJia
13 (PUIBMOB MPO BaMITUPOB, $1 HAIIlyTasla Ha I1iee KPeCTUK, KO-
TOPBI ObLT OCBEIIEH B LIEPKBHU, CHsLIa ero u otaana Cone. 51 3Ha-
JIa, 9YTO OHA UX HE HOCUJIA Y TIOSTOMY MOCUUTANA, YTO OHA ObLIa
ys3BuMent MeHsi. COHsI MOCMOTpea U CpocuJa:

— 3aueM TbI 3TO Aejaellb?

— 51 xody, 4TOOBI THI HaJieNIa €ro, MoXasyicTa.

— A Kaxk xe Tbl?

— 3a MeHs He BOJIHYWCS, Y MEHSI €CTh OCBSINIEHHAS LIENOoY-
Ka... — C 9TUMHU CJIOBAMU I IOMOIJIa €r0 HAJETh.

EcrecTBeHHO, HUKAKOW JPYrod IENMOYKU Yy MeHsl He ObLIo,
KpOMeE TOM1, 4TO ceiiyac HaXoAWIach Ha 1iee y noapyru. BosHo-
BaThCsl 32 HEE 51, KOHEUHO 3Ke, He MepecTaia, HO CTapayiach JIep-
Kath ce0s B pyKax.

Msi ornsiHyauck. Co Bcex CTOpPOH cTosi Bammupbl. OHuU
OKPYXKWJIM HAC TUIOTHBIM KOJbIIOM. Ha ux nmiiax Obi1a Kakasi-to
HE37I0poBasi pajocTh, IMa3a ropend. Ho Anekca cpenu HHUX
He ObLTIO.

— Cmotpu, — npomentaia CoHsi, IEPHYB 3a pPyKaB.

Korpga s BcMoTpenach BrtyOb Jieca, TO yBHeda Kak K HaM
npuoOIKaiack dyenopeueckas gpurypa. 1o 0bu1 oH. Ero moxos-
Ka OblJTa HETOPOIUTMBOM M TaKOH kK€ BJIACTHOM, KaK B TEPBBII
JeHb Harieil Berpeur. OH ObUT TOXO0Xk Ha OOJIBIIOTO KOTa, KOTO-
phIli BUJIENT IBYX MBIIIEK W 3HAJ, YTO OHM yXe€ HUKY/Aa OT HEro
He yOeryT. DTUM OH JIEMOHCTPUPOBAJ CBOIO BJIACTh U CHITY.



AJekc Me/IJIEHHO MOJIOIIEN, U 51 YBUJIEJIa €T0 YKACHYIO YXMbLJI-
Ky. CoHs Kpermue cxajia MoK PyKYy:

— Bcé Gyner xoporo.

OH npocTO CTOSLT ¥ U3yyall HAC, OT Yero HaM CTaJio He Mo cede.
YToObI XOTh KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTD CeOs1 ¥ MMOAPYTY, s BHIKPUKHYJIA:

— MBI cpa3y porajanuch, 4to Thl HE Y€JI0BeK !

— 4 3Hat0, 4TO BBl MeHs y3Ha M. Tak W mpeanonarajgoch, —
OTBETUJI OH.

— 3auem 11 youn Jleitny? — cripocuna Consl.

— 41 e€ He yousai. 51 mogap et 6eCKOHEUHYIO, TIOJTHYIO paJio-
CTU M HE3eMHOTI'0 YOBOJIbCTBUS )KU3Hb, — IPOrOBOPHII OH, ME/I-
JIEHHO 00XO[Is HAC BOKPYT.

— Ornyctu Hac! — MoMBITANACh s U300PA3UTh TPO3HBIN TOJIOC.
OH npomycTuII 3T0 MUMO YIIEH.

— 4 Bcerna cnennn 3a Bamu! {1 3Hato o Bac, — ¢ 3TUMM CJI0Ba-
MU OH OCKaJIWJICSl, U Mbl YBUJEIH €ro KJbIKA. OHU BBHIIJISAIEIN
BECbMa YTPOKAIOIIUMU U, O€3YCTIOBHO, HACTOSIIIIAMMU !

— Thl HUYero o Hac He 3Haeulb! — kpukHyJaa Consa. OH nopo-
HIEN K HEH:

— Her, most noporasi Banbpuka, noepb, 0 Te0e s 3HaIO Kyjaa
OOJIBIIIE, YEM THI caMa O ceoe!

S yBugena, kak CoHs Mcnyrajach 1 MOMNbITANaCh OTTONKHYTh
Anekca, HO OH Jaxe He nomarHyicsa. ITpocro nepesén cBou
yKACHBIM B3MJIsAJL HA MEHS U 3aCMESIIICS.

— O yém Tsl roBOpUIIL? MeHs 30ByT CoHs, a He Banbpuka. .. —
HEYBEPEHHO MPOM3HECIA MTOPYTa.



OH JUIIIb TOJIBKO €XUTHO YJIBLIOHYJICS:

— Heyxenu Thl HUUEro He IOMHMIIL? MoxkeT ObITh, TeOe Ha-
MOMHMT BOT 3TO, — C 3TUMU CJIOBAMU OH OTTOJIKHYJI MeHs1 oT Co-
HU. §] oTieTena, yqapuBIIUCh 00 IEpeBo.

— Poma! — KpuKHy/1a OHa M XOTesa NoaoekaTh, HO OH CXBa-
THJI €€, TPYIKaJl K ce0e | rmoriesioBasl. §l Busena, 4To oHa MoHava-
JIy COIPOTHUBJISIACH, HO CUJI XBATUJIO HeHanomro. [onenyii mpo-
Jomkaics, cioBHO COHsI 9TOro xorena cama. A s Jaxe He MoIJa
BCTATh U MIOMOYb €.

— Cons! Conporunsiicsi! Y 1eds ke ecTb KpecTuk! — mpo-
Xpuriena si, IbITasiCh NOAHATHCA.

[logpyra nBuragach MeIJIEHHO, CJIOBHO II0J TMITHO30M,
HO BCe ke 5 yBHJeJa, KaK OHA HavyaJla BHIPBIBATHCS U3 €r0 00b-
SITUU.

— Hocranb kpectuk, Consi! Jocrans!

«—Oll, HY KoHeuro. ModcHo nodymams, oH eli nomodxcem. Ymo
3a 6peod!

— Onez, He OYOb cmonwb cypos. OHuU Jice HUUez0 mozoa 0 HAC
He 3Hanu!

— Xopowto, ne 6yoy cmonv kpumuuHvIM. Yumaii danvue, mozo
2150UUb e U ¢ UeCHOKOM 3a Hamu beeamv HauHym!»

Ona cyHyna pyky moj myOy U AOCTaja KPECTUK, HO AJieKC
CXBaTWJI €€ 3a PYKy M, BBIPBAaB KPECT, IIBLIPHY/ B MeHs1. Korna
OH HAKOHEII-TO OTOPBAJICA OT HEE, B IVIa3aX MOAPYIU CTOSUIN CIIE-
3bl. E€ pyku Tpsciuck. OHa cTosia U CMOTpENa, TO Ha MEHs, TO
Ha Hero.



3ato AJekc, cy/is o yblOKe, 9yBCTBOBAJI CE0s1 IPEBOCXOHO.

— CoHs1, 4TO OH ¢ TOOOM caiena? — ¢ STUMU CIIOBAMU I C TPY-
JIOM, HAKOHEII-TO, BCTAJIA.

— Huuero. [IpocTo koe-uto HanoMHu1 €M, He npasja ju, Co-
Hs1? — OH TIOCMOTpeJT Ha OeTHYIO JIEBYIIKY, KOTOpasi A0 CUX TOP
HE MOIJIA IPUUATH B ceOsl.

4 MenieHHO ToNIOIIIA K Hel M, 0OXBATHB, CTajla TPSCTH eg.
HukTO MEHs1 HE OCTAaHOBUIL.

— Cons, urto ¢ T060i? CoHeuka, Muiasi, Hy CKaXx XOTb YTO-
HUOYb, — YMOJISIIOIIMM TOJIOCOM TpeboBaa s.

CoHs nocmMoTpesia HEECTECTBEHHO CITIOKOMHO, CJIOBHO HUYETO
HE MPOU301IUIO, U NTPOU3HECA:

— Bcé xopomo. A el kak? CuibHO ymmoOnach? 3a criuHOM
pazfaycs MyKCKOH rojioc:

— Jlekc! [opa 3akaHuMBaTh. Y HAC Ky4a rOJIOMTHBIX HOBOOpaH-
LIEB.

— He nepexwusaii, [elimyp, ceiiuac Mbl BC€ MOJKPENUMCS, —
PABKHYJI AJIEKC ¥ IOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHS.

— He cmen Hac Tporats! — Bapyr BelkpukHyJa CoHs.

— SI u He cobupascsi TporaTh TeOsi. Takoil 3ameuaTesbHbIIA
Tpopeil, Kak Thl, HAIO OCTABUTh. A BOT €/ Mbl U NEPEKYCUM, —
C 9TMIMU CJIOBAMH OH CXBaTHJI MEH:I, U TIpykas K cebe. Okazas-
IIUCh K HEMY CIMHOM, 51 TOUYBCTBOBAJIA HA IIee JbIXaHUE.

CoHns cxBaTuiia €ro 3a pyKy M 3aKpuya’a:

— OrnyctH e€ HeMeJIeHHO, a He To Xyxe Oyaer! OH 3acmesin-
Csl M U3J1eBaTEJIbCKU CIIPOCHIL:



— A 9TO THI MOXeEIIIb MHE CJIeNIaTh? — AJleKC 00epHYJICS K CBO-
UM TO/IPYYHBIM:

— VBeaure €€.

JIBoe BaMITMpOB cXBaTWIM OeHyI0 U HarmyranHyio COHIo Toj
PYKU U B OJHO MTHOBEHHE CKPBUIUCH B TEMHOTE !

— Cons-1-s1-1! Coneuka-a-a-a! Ornycrure e€, cBooun!

Sl TompKO M ycipllIajia, Kak M3JajeKka J0 MEHs JIoJeTeN ee
KPUK:

— Po-ma-a-a-a!

AJnekc BHITyCTWII MeHA. $1 OTckoumia nojasibllie U 3amMepa,
MIPUTOTOBUBIIVCH 3aIUINATHCSA. BHYTpH MeHs Oypiinia KpOBb.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Toro, KTo 3Bajics denmyp:

— bepu HOBMUKOB M yxoauTte! Haiiiure aJ1s1 HUX TATIM.

— A kak xe BbI?! — oOecriokoeHo cripocu Jleimyp.

— 41 Bac Haiiy. BoT TOJIbKO pacnpaBiiioch C OXOTHULIEU. Y Me-
HSI K HEW CTapbli JI0JIKOK.

Bamnupsl ucuesnu, v B JieCy OCTUIUCh TOJBKO Mbl BABOEM. 1
MOCYMTAJIA, YTO ITO XOPOIasi BO3MOXKHOCTD y/IPATh WX XOTsI Obl
TIOTBITATBCSA 3TO CAENIaTh, HO AJIeKC OBICTPBIM JBHXKEHHEM OKa-
3aJicsl y MeHs 32 CIIMHOM, U B CIIEIYIONLYI0 MUHYTY PYKH MOM Obl-
JIM 3aJIOMJIEHBI, 4 €r0 KUCTD JIerla MHE Ha ropJio.

— Yro 181 cnenan ¢ Coner? — npommmnesna s, KJIOKo4a OT Ha-
XJIBIHYBILIEN OTKY/Ia-TO U3 TTyOWH MOICO3HAHUSI HEHABUCTBIO.

— Jlymaii He o Hel. Y TeOs mpoOnema mooOosnbine. OHa,
TI0 CPaBHEHUIO C TOOOH, B O€30IaCHOCTH.

— 41 Gonbie ceiiyac aymaio o Heill, yem o cede! Tebe sTOrO



He MOHsTh. HeMeieHHO OTIyCcTH MeHs1! — KpUKHYJIA 5 U TIOTbI-
TaJlach BHIPBAThCS, HO OH TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE TTPUXKAT K ceoe.

— Heyxenu Tl cuntaenib MeHs1 6e31ylHbIM? — CIIPOCU OH
C KaKOM-TO MPUTBOPHOUN TOOPOTOM.

— Ja! Tonbko Ge3myiiHasi CKOTHMHA MOTJIa YOUTh HEBUHHBIX
JeTeii! — mporoBopuiIa s CKBO3b 3yOB.

— 41 He TONBKO HEBUHHBIX JIeTEell YyOMBa0, HO €I W y4uTe-
JIedd, KOTOpbIE JIe3yT He B CBOE JIeJI0! — Cy/isl MO ToJIoCy, OH YJIbl-
6aJsicst BO Bech pOT. S He MOHsIA, YTO CO MHOM CTaJIo IPOUCXO-
JIWTh, JINIIb CJIBIIIAJA, KAaK B BUCKaX OEIIEHO CTydasia IyJIbCH-
pytoiast BeHka. Mou KyJlaky HEITPOU3BOJIbHO CTAIA CKUMAThCS,
MEHsI MPOCTO MePEeroHsIA 3710CTh, 5

KPUKHYJIA U130 BCEX CHIT:

— Be3mymmnas ckotuna! Yowmiina! Jla Kak Tel MOT yOHUTH 3Ty
KEHIIUHY, BeJlb Y HEE OCTAJIOCh IBOE AeTen !

Ho oH TONbKO ycMeXHYICSl M ¢ HETIOAJEIbHBIM YIUBICHUEM
CITPOCHIL:

— Kaxk BbI, oAy, npeackasyemsl, aaxe npotuBHo! MTak, 3Ha-
YUT, THl CYUTACIITH MEHsI OE3yIITHbIM?

— Jla! — npokpuyana s.

OH BApYT MIBBIPHYJI MEHSI B CHET ¥ HABUC Ha/10 MHOM. Ero -
110 U3MEeHWIOCh. OHO CTaJIo CTPAIIHBIM, 3JIbIM, TJIa3a MproOpe-
JI1 MYTHO CUHUU I[BET C CEpEOPUCTHIM OTTEHKOM, KJIBIKM CTaJIN
6oibiiie. Boxe, Kak MHE CTaslo CTPAIIIHO.

4l BcrioMHMIIa, KAKMM BUJIENA €T0 BIIEPBbIE U CPABHIUJIA C TEM,
KaKUM OH CTOsUT Mepe/io MHOU ceivac. Bplio cTpaIiio, HO mpu



9TOM $1 TIoliMasia ceOs1 Ha TOM, YTO TaKUM OH HPaBUJICSI MHE eIl
OoJblie. S cTana OTTOHATH OT CeOst STU MBICIIU, KAK MOXKHO JaJlb-
mre. OH MprsKal MeHsl K 3eMJie C TAKOW CUJION, UTO 1 eJie MOIJia
B3JI0XHYTh. MO€ JMIIO OBLJIO HACTOJBKO OJIM3KO K HEMY, YTO S
YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK €ro B3IVIsi CBEPJIUI HACKBO3b.

— Tol cunTaemp MeHs1 Oe3/IyIIHBIM yOuuIein? A Tbl, Thl cama
HE CUMTaeNlb youuien ceds1? — MPOroBOPUJI OH C HEHABUCTHIO.

— O uém THI roBOpHIIL? S HUKOT]Aa U HUKOTO He yOUBaJIa.

— Jla, BOBMOXHO, He B 9TOM *U3HU! XBaTuT Urpars! § 3Halo,
gto TH 371ech! [lokaxuch, nHa4Ye s1 yObIO 3Ty JIEBYOHKY! — BBI-
KPUKHYJI OH HEMIOHSITHO KOMY U TIHYJ MeHs rof pedpa. {1 otie-
TeJla Ha Mapy METPOB, 3aPbIBIIKMCH B CHET 10 CaMble «YIIIW».

Bnpyr nouyBcTBOBasia, Kak BHYTPU, CJIOBHO YTO-TO WU KTO-
TO TpocHysncs. Bc€, 4To mporcxoamno aanbine, OblIO YeM-TO
HEBEPOSATHBIM. MHOM CJIOBHO YITPABJISUT ¥ TOBOPHUJ KTO-TO APY-
roii, Ho He S1! S1 b Obuia 3puTeneM. Berasa u, OTpSIXHYBIIUCH,
MIPOrOBOPHIIA:

— To1 HUCKONIBKO He U3mMeHwIc, Jlekc! Heyxenn Bcé eme xo-
YeIllb OTOMCTUTh?

— JloBko npuaymaia co cBoeut cmepthio! Jlaske He cou3BonIa
WU3MEHUTh UMEHH, KaK 3TO Ha TeOs Moxoke! — IMPOroBOPHIT OH,
OCKAJIBIIIKCh.

4 ayBcTBOBasa, kKak OHA ynbioanace.

— Yro X, Terepp 3Haellb Ijie MeHsI HalTH, 4TO COOMpaelibCcs
nesare?

— 4 aBuics cropa, YTOOBI OTOMCTUTH yOUiiTie Moel ceMbu! —



C 3TUMH CJIOBAMHM OH PE3KO TPBITHYJI BBEPX M MPU3EMIIUIICS
Ha BETKY, KOTOpasi Obl1a HaJJ0 MHOW. — $I XOuy YHHUUTOXHTH Te-
651! Ho He mymaii, uto yowio ObicTpo. Thl Oyzelis MyduThCs, Kak
MYUMIUCh T€, KOrO yOMBaa Thl! — C TAaKOM k€ HEHABUCTBIO MPO-
JOJDKUJT OH.

— 41 ocBOOOAMIIA UX OT BEUHOM XU3HU, KOTOpasi y HUX ObLya.
OHM CNIE3HO YMOJISIH, YTOOBI 51 YOUJIa UX, a Thl K€ 3Haelllb, 5
HE YMEI0 OTKa3bIBaTh B MPOch0ax! —3TU c1oBa ObLIM MPOU3HECE-
HBI MHOIO HACTOJIBKO CIIOKOMHO, YTO MHE CTaJIo Jierye, 1 Ha Ka-
KOE-TO BPeMsI CTpax UCUes.

— 4 npuay, Koraa Tel MeHbIIIE BCero MeHs kA€, U Tl yBU-
JIMIIb, C KAKOW PaJOCThbIo TBOSI HbIHEIHsIsi PomanHa Oyner npo-
BOJIUTH CO MHOU

BpeMmsi! D10 OyleT MOsi MeCTh, HO TOJIBKO JIMIIb 32 Banbpu-
Ky! — mporoBopuJ oH.

— Ho 310 e ryno! Banbpuka npuHasexana He tede, a 6pa-
Ty! Wnu 3a6b11?

OH ycMeXHYJICSl U TPOrOBOPHJ:

— Heyxenu ThI cuntaenib, 4To 5 BIIOOJIEH B He€?

— A Kak ke nouemnyi?

— Tlouenyi... moueayi... 3TO BCEro JMIllb HAOMUHAHUE
ot O6para! Tl MpeKpacHO 3HaEIb, 51 HUKOTA M HUKOTO He JII0OWT
Y He coOMparoch 3TOro Jenarh! — ckaszai oH. §1 yBuzaena, Kak ero
r1a3a 6JecHy M B TEMHOTE.

— A mouemy ke Toraa 6par JIMYHO He Mepeia 3TOT CTOMb Kap-
KUU NOLenyH, a?



— A 310 y)e He TBOE fieno! M xouenib BCTpETUTBCS C HUM?
S Mmory oprann3oBaTh J1s1 TeOs He3a0bIBaeMOE paH/IeBY, YBEPEH,
OH OyzieT paj! — ¢ STUMHU CJIOBaMU OH €XUIHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

4l npucena v, OTTOJKHYBIIUCH OT BETKH, IPBITHYJIA HA BETKY
BBIIIIE U C YJIBIOKOU MPOrOBOPUJIA:

— Ecnu Mue Gynet HykeH TBou Opart, s1 Haiay ero cama! Thi
Be/Ib 3Haelllb, 000Xkal0 YCTpauBaTh CIOPIPU3bI!

JIekc Toxe MpbIrHy/ Ha BETKY HAIPOTUB:

— Tsl Bcerma Obl1a CMIIIKOM CaMOCTOSITENTbHASI, HO TIOBEPb,
MHe 3TO B anbHeimeM He nomemaeT! Trl OblTa ysA3BUMa, a ceid-
Jac cTaja eme ysa3BUMen, He OOUIIbCSI? — MPOTOBOPHIT OH.

— 51?7 Borocw?! D10 HE MHE HaJIO OOAThCA, a Tede! A ya3BUMON
s1 ObLa!

— Yro T XO4elIb 3TUM CKa3aTh? Beap ceituac Tl BCEro JMIIb
IyX, IIyCTO€ MECTO, TeOs1 B MpUHIHIIE HeT! A IeBUOHKA OeCCUITb-
Ha Nepeio MHOM: OHa, K CYACThIO, YEJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOI'O TAKUE ke
MOPOYHbIE U IIIyTIbIE KeJIAHUSI, KaK U Y OCTaIbHbIX Jitofiei! Ctout
MHE TOJIBKO ITOCMOTPETh B €€ CTOPOHY, KaK OHA TYT € HAYHET
TasaTh. S yxe 3Haio Bce e€ mpiciu! Bee! U oTkporo TeGe cekper,
OHa HUKOT/a He Oy/IeT MOHAIIIKOH, — ero yJAbIOKa cTaja Immpe.

— JTioOimo, Korga MeHsa HegoorneHusar, Jleke! Eciu 1ol emé
HE TOHSUI, OHA JTOCTaTOYHO CUJIbHA, YNpsIMA, ITpaBJla HEMHOI'O
Jep3Kasi, Ho 3To jaxe xopoio! § He 3ps e€ BrOpana, a eciu
XOPOILIEHBKO OPa3MBIC/IUTh, €€ XapaKTEP, MOU HABBIKU U OMBIT,
HU KaKeTcs Jiu Tede, UTO MOTyUUTCs UAeaTbHbIN youiiia?

[lapy cexyHp cTosula TUIIMHA, 3aTeM JIeke cripocui:



— Yro T8I X04elb? Yero nodusaemibes?

— OObIuHBI clieHapwid, JIeKC, 51 — OXOTHUK, BBl — MOSI JKepPTBa,
Y MOKA BaC BCEX HE YHUUTOXKY, HE YCIIOKOIOCh! — s MPOU3HECIIA
9THU CJIOBA C KAKOM-TO HEMOHATHOM JIJIS1 MEHS 3JI0CThIO.

— Xa-xa! Te1 ytO coBceM ¢ yma couwna?! Tsl OHa, Of1Ha, a HAC
YK€ HE OJIHA ThICSYa, HE CYUTAsI TEX, KTO YK€ KUBET HE OAVH BEK !
Thl gake He ycneelllb e paccKka3aTh BCE O Hac! — paccMeslics OH.

— A s HMUero He Oyay el paccka3biBaTh. OHA U Tak BCE 3HAET,
¥ TIOBEpb, OHA TeOs emE yauBuT!

— A uro Oyzenb jienath ¢ toit Coneit? Benp oM noppyxku!

— Jlo He€ mMHe u fiena HeT! A TO, 4TO OHU MOJAPYTU, ITO HEHA-
noiro!

— Heyxenu pazinyuuinb ux? — CIIpOCHJI OH C HENOAJIETbHBIM
MHTEPECOM.

— Koneuno! Dta Cons OyzeT TobKo MemaTh eii! — oT e€ cioB
MHE CTaJio He 10 ceoe.

«Jla KTO OoHa BooOIIEe Takasi? Kak cMeeT roBOpuTh 32 MEHS TO,
4yTO e€ BoOoOIIe He KacaeTcs!»

— Heyxenu Thl He MOHSJIA, YTO OHU OYEHb OJIU3KUE TTOAPYTH.
W... oHM mMOOAT Ipyr Apyra, a 3T0 He MeHee BaKHO!

Omna ycMexHyJ1ach M CKa3aJa:

— OHHU He MOTYT JIIOOUTH JIPYT JIpyra, Be[b Mbl Bparu ¢ Bajb-
PUMKOM WY Thl HE TOMHUIB?!

— Thl HaBepHO He paccibliaia MeHs? OHu, a He Thl 1 Basibpu-
Ka, MoOsAT pyr apyra! D1a 1eBOYKa He 3HAeT, KeM ObUIa B MPO-
nuton xku3Hu! Y HeiHemHAsg PomanHa He 3HaeT, 4To Thl 1 Baib-



pUKa ObLTM 3aKJIATHIMHU Bparamu! Tak 4To0... — HO OH He ycIieln
JIOTOBOPHTb.

— Ho ona 3T0oro He 3Haer, u s clieial Tak, 4YTO OHU OydyT
IIPOCTO HEHABUAETH JIpyr Apyra!

« — Cypoeas HceHuwuna! — ycmexnyacs opam.

Aliea ¢ ykopom nocmompena Ha Hezo, Mom 8UHOB8AMO YAblO-
HYACSL U 3aMONUAN»

— MHe kaxercs, WM Thl XOYellb NPEIJIOKUTh YTO-TO KOH-
KkpetHoe? — cripocud JIekc.

— A THI KaK Bcerja nponumnareseH! 1 xoay mpemioxurs Tede
CHIEJIKY.

Yro ckaxeln?

— Kakywo?

OHa HaKJIOHWIaCh U, OMEPEBIIUCH O CTBOJI JIEPEBA, CKa3aIa:

— Bcé 1o 6ananbHOCTH TIpocto! Th 3a0upaeiiib k cede 3Ty Oe-
JIOKYPYIO MOJPYKKY, KOTOPYIO BeJuyaellb Banbpukou, u aena-
elllb C Hell BCE UTO 3aX0yelllb, a s 00elIal, 4To He TPOHY Tebs,
KOTJIa Py yOUBaTh BCE TBOE JIPSTHHOE TiIeMs !

— XM, 3T0 ¥ ecTb TBOE npeyioxkenue? Huuero 6penoseit eme
HE CJIbIIIAJ, — C YCMEIIKOM CKa3as OH.

— YTO THI XOYEIlb ITUM CKa3aThb? — C YAMBJICHUEM CIIPOCHU-
JIa OHAa.

— Hama npuHiiecca yxe ¢ HaMH, a K TBOEMY T'PaHANO3HOMY
¥ CHOrcimOaTe bHOMY BO3BPAILIEHUIO Mbl JABHO TOTOBBI. DTO
TeOe MpuaETCs yOpaThes, TOKa 51 He TPUKOHYHII TeOsT U BCeX TBO-
YX MOCJIEAOBATENEH, — 3710 TPOroBopul Jlekc.



— 3HAYUT OTKA3bIBACIILCA?

— Jla m paro maHc yyuTu no-xopouemy!

— 4 He cnamcsl, He yilly M Bac He MOIIAXKy HUKOro! — mporo-
BOpPWJIA OHA C SPOCTHIO.

— He 6owuiibest HacTpauBaTh €€ MPOTUB moapyru? !

— Her! Bouny He HyXHBbI Apy3bsi, UIHAYE€ OH CTAHOBUTCS ys3-
BUMBIM! — KPUKHYJIA OHA.

— MHe kaxeTcs, Thl CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO Ha ce0s1 6epémb. He 3a-
ObLJ1a, YTO OHA YEJIOBEK, a y JIOJIeH eCTh YyBCTBa!

— Xa! Anekcannp, Tebe nm roBoputh 0 uyyBcTBax? He cmermm
MeHs1 !

— Jlaxxe 51 3Ha10, KAKME YyBCTBA €CTb Y JIIOAEH, XOTs 1, He ue-
JIOBEK !

Tol He TOAyMaa, 9to OyJenb JesaTh, KOrja OHa BIIOOUTCS?

— Huuero, nepexuBér! M motoM. .. s caenaio B, 4ToObI 3TO-
ro He MPOoU301LIO!

— Beriomuu cebst! Heyxenu He nomauib, BukonTa? — cripo-
CWJI OH C KAKMM-TO HEMIOHATHBIM COYYBCTBHEM.

4l modyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK y MeHsI Ha JyIlle CTajo He Mo ceoe.
3710CTh U TOCKA OJHOBPEMEHHO OBJIAIEJIM MHOIO.

— Ha, s moduia ero u 10 cux nop Jodmo! 1o noryouso me-
Hs! U BooOime, 310 He TBOE fesno! Thl HUKOTIa M HUKOTO He JIo-
OWJI 1 Tl HE 3HAEIlIb, YTO 3HAYUT JTIOOUTh! — C STUMH CIIOBAMHU 1
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK M0 IEKaM MOTEKJIM CIIE3bI.

— 1 3Ha10, YTO JIIOOOBB — 3TO YA3BUMOCTH 1151 Beex ! [Toatomy
MOKJISICS, YTO HU OJHO CYLIECTBO HE OBJIAACET MOMM CEPALIEM



1 HE 3aCTaBUT JIIOOUTH!

— Hukorma He KJISIHUCh B TOM, 4Yero He 3Haemlb! 3armoMHu,
Jlekc! JIioOOBL He Oeraer 3a TeM, KTO XaxaeT e€€. OHa UOET
K TOMY, KTO OOJIbIIIe BCEro €€ CTOPOHUTCSI, KOMY OOJIbIIIe BCEro
oHa HyxHa! OHaX/Ibl OHA U TeOsI HACTUTHET, KOT/Ia Thl MEHBbIIIe
Bcero OyJelnb kaaTh, moBepb! — mporoBopuia OXOTHUIIA C Ka-
KUM-TO OTYAsTHAEM.

— 41 He Hacrosbko ryn! To, 4To ciy4yrsioch ¢ BUKOHTOM — 310
MOJTHOCTBIO Ballla BUHA! — MPOTrOBOPKIT OH CO 3JIOCTHIO.

— Tbl HUUero He 3Haenb! Thl HE UMeeIlb MTpaBa BUHUTD €ro!
HuxkTo Toraa He 3HaJI, YTO MOIJIO MPOU3OUTH, U HUKTO HE ObLI
ot 3t1oro 3actpaxoBad! OH He BUHOBAT! DTO BCETrO JIMIIIb. .. CIy-
YAHOCTb. .. — [IPOTOBOPUJIA OHA C COXKAJICHHEM U C OOUION.

— CnryyaitHocts?! Thl 3acTaBmIIa €10 BIIOOUTHCS B TeOs, a OH,
DIIyTIBIA aypak, noppaics! Tel youna ero! M sto 6bU10 HE Ciy-
vaitHo! Tel mpaBa, oH He ObUT BUHOBAT B TOM, UTO MOTIOOM TeOs !
Bunoara Tonpko Thi! Eciv Ol THI TOTIA YIIUIA ¥ HE BO3BpalIa-
JIach, HUYEro Obl He TIPOU30IIUIO! — TPOKPHYAIT OH.

— 310 He TBOE Jiesyi0! YOupaiicst ¥ rOTOBbCS K CMEpTH! — € 9TH-
MU CJIOBaMU OHa CIIPHITHYJIA C BETKU Ha CHET.

— 3aMeTh, ITO HavyaJl He £, a Ha CYET NPEAYIPEKACHUSA CIIaCu-
60, — C 3TIMH CJIOBAMH OH TOXE CIPBITHYJ Ha CHET U coOpacs
YUTH, KaK...

— Kcratu, uyTh ObL710 He 3a0bU1 Niepeath mpuseT oT OpnaHa! —
3aTe€M OH YUIET B TEMHOTY.

4 crosma u cMoTpelia eMy BCIel, @ BHYTPU BCE KUIIEIO OT 3J10-



CTH.

— S mpuay K BaM M nepegam ero JM4YHO! — MpOroBOpriIa OHa
C HEHABHUCTBIO CKBO3b 3YOBl.

IJIABA 'V

Bpemst u npaBga

— Poma! PomanHa BcraBaii, a TO OI03a€ellb !

S1 MenIeHHO OTKpbLIA IIa3a U C HETIOHUMAaHUEM CTaja OrJis-
JBIBATHCS 110 CTOPOHAM.

— 4 moma?!

Mawma c ynuBieHreM MoCMOoTpesia Ha MEHsI:

— Koneuno, goma, rae xe eme?! 3aBTpak Ha CTojIe U TOTOPO-
IKCh, a TO OIO3aeIllb Ha IK3amMeH !

4 cockoumma ¢ KpoBaru:

— k3amen?! Kakoii s3x3ameH?!

— To1 uto He Bbicnanack? 1 TeGe BUepa MO-PYCCKM CKazaa:
«Poma JIOKHCh CriaTh paHbIlle M HE 3aCHKUBANCS JIOMO3/Ha!»
Wnu OpicTpo yMbIBaiicsi! — 4yTh CEPAUTO MPOrOBOPHUIIA OHA.



— ¢1 He noHMMaro, Kakou FK3amMeH?!

— Pomanna, xBatut mytuts! CeromHs 3K3aMeH 10 acTpPOHO-
MUHU! — C STUMU CIOBaMHU OHA YIIUIA Ha KYXHIO.

4l BcTasa u MeJIJIeHHO BCE C TeM k€ HETIOHUMAaHUEM OTITPaBU-
Jlach B BaHHYI0 KOMHATy. MuMo nipomén opar, s OCTAaHOBUJIACH
Y C YIMBJIEHUEM CIIPOCHIIA!

— U-n... 1aBHO MBI CITaéM KOMHATY MOJIOABIM U CUMIIATUY-
HbIM cTyaeHTam?! O_o.

— 41 TebGs He chblnny, Muasi, TOBOPH rpomye! — pasjmajcs
Y3 KyXHA MAMHH TOJIOC. Y HEE KaK BCEraa Ha KyXHE 4TO-TO IIHU-
TEJI0, BAPWIOCH U KAPUJIOCh.

Ecmu Obl BBl TOJIBKO MOIJIM TMPEACTaBUTh, KaK s CKy4alo
1o BceMy 3toMy! Kak MHe He XxBaraer e€ u BCEro Toro, 4ro Ocra-
Jloch Tam!

Camika OCTaHOBWIICS U C YAVBJIEHUEM CITPOCHIT:

— V 1e6s, cectpéHka, amHe3us?! U BooOiie, 4to ¢ aumom?
Brirsaguiie Tak, CJIOBHO TeOe TOJIBKO UTO CKa3aylk YTO-TO HEBE-
POSITHOE.

— Tak oHO U ecTb. OKa3bIBAETCs, CErOAHS S CIAI0 dK3aMeH
1o acTpoHoMuU. VI3BMHU, HO 3TO M MpaBjaa HeBeposiTHO. U-u. ..
OpaT cTaj KpacaBYMKOM! — IMPOroBOpHIIa C HENMOICILHBIM Y/IHB-
JICHHEM, HallpaBUBIIUCh B BAHHYIO KOMHATy.

Camika ycMexHyJIcs:

— Hy, BoOOI1IE-TO 1 ¥ YPOIOM-TO ce0sl HUKOrJa He CUMTAJ.
N3BUHM, KOHEYHO, €CJIA pa304apoBaJl. .. ¥ TOTOM, XOUelllb OKOH-
YUTh IIKOJIY U HE CAATh BBITYCKHBIX 9K3aMEHOB?



— Yrto? BeimyckHOU Kiacc?! — KpUKHYJIA s, OCTAHOBUBIIHUCH
¥ IOCMOTPEB Ha HETO 00e3yMEBIIMMH TJIA3aMH.

Bpar emg Oosbliie yIuBUICS U TPOrOBOPUIT:

— Ila, BBIITyCKHOM KJjacc. Thl ke BUepa BECh BeUep yumuiia act-
POHOMMIO, Pa3BE HE TTOMHHUIIIb?

S cynopoxxHO Hayaga KUBaTh rOJIOBOM, TOBOPS TEM CAMBIM:
«Her».

Bbuia peasnibHO olapaileHa 3Tol HOBOCTBIO.

«[locnenHee, YTO MOMHIO, TaK 3TO TOT Y)KACHbI pa3roBOp
c JIekcom, u. .. g OKka3asach 10oMa B cBoeu kposartu. [Iponuio mo-
YT 2 TOoJa... 1 OKoHYMWIA mKkony?! Ho 4ro camoe MHTEpECHOE:
Huyero He nomHi0! Yto npoucxonur?!»

Emg pa3 nocmoTpeB Ha OpaTa, MEJUIEHHO IOIIUIA B BAHHYIO
KOMHATY, BKJIIOYWJIA XOJIOJHYI0O BOAY M, IMOJCTABMB LICKO IOJ
CTpyI0, CTajJla MEJJICHHO MPOKPY4YMBaThb BCE TO, YTO HEIABHO
MPOU30IILIO CO MHOM. Bpyr MeHs1 oceHWI10, pe3Ko MOAHSB ro-
JIOBY ¥ IOCMOTPEB Ha ceOsl B 3epKaJjio, MPOroBOpUJIA:

— Cons! Tonbko OHa BHECET AICHOCTB BO BCE 3TO AEJ0! — C 3TH-
MU CJIOBaMU 51 obexana K tenedony. beictpo HaGpana Homep,
CHayvaJsa TpyOKy HUKTO He Opat, U 51 yxke codpaiach e€ MojoKuTh,
KaK BAPYT pa3jajics rojoc:

— Anno, — 310 Obuta Mama CoHu.

— 3papasctByiite, T€T Tans, 310 PomanHa. CoHO MOX-
HO? — mpousHecna s, ynblOHyBIIMCh. Kpaem yxa ycielimana,
KaK Ha KyXHE yraja Tapejika: HABepHO, Y MaMbl BbICKOJIb3HYJIA

U3 pyK.



B TpyOke crosiina tummaa. Ko MHe mogdeskan Opat, KOTOPBIA
OBLJ B 3aJi¢ M, BBIXBATUB €€ U3 PYK, C KAKUM-TO HEMIOHSTHBIM JIJISI
MeHs1 OECTIOKOVWCTBOM MTPOTOBOPUIT:

— Térsa Tans, pagu 6ora n3BuHKUTE e€! OHa BCE yTPO Kakasi-To
He Takas. [Ipocture Hac emé pa3 3a 6ecriokorictBo! Jlo cBuma-
HUSI! — C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMU OH OBICTPO TIOJIOXKHII €€, YCTaBUBIIUCH
Ha MEHsI.

— Pomanna! Jla uTo ¢ To60ii mpoucxoaut?

— A 4t0 co MHO# mpoucxoaut? W BooOIe, 4yTo 3a MaHepa
BBIXBATHIBATb U3 PYK TesieoH?!

Bpara ciioBHO NOAMEHWIM, OH CXBATWJI MEHSI 32 PYKY, U MOBEN
Ha KyXHI0, rie Obuta Mama. Kornma Mel Tyzaa 3anuid, oHa cujena
32 CTOJIOM C TOJIOTEHLIEM B PyKaX U C OUYEHb MEYaAJIbHbBIMU IJ1a-
3aMH, a OKOJIO CTOJIA BAJISUTUCh OCKOJIKH OT Pa3OMTON TapesKH.
Cyas no BceMy, OHa TOXE CJIbIIIAJIA HAIll pa3roBop.

—Yr0 cyuniioch-To? — CHOBa CIIPOCHJIA 1, HO yK€E C KAKUM-TO
HETIOHSITHBIM OECIIOKOWCTBOM.

— ThI... AEUCTBUTENILHO, HAYETO HE MOMHUIIbL? — CIPOCUI
Opat, ycaxxuBasi MEHs Ha CTYIL

— Bpauu ckazaim, 4To Takoe MOXKET ObITh... BHE3AIHbIE MPO-
BaJIbl B TIAMSITH, HO Be/Ib UX HU pa3y He ObLJIO 32 BCE 9TO Bpemsi! —
MIPOrOBOpUJIa 0OECIIOKOEHO MaMa.

4 monmya ycraBuiach Ha HEE, HO 4epe3 HECKOJbKO MHUHYT
crpocuia:

— O kakux nposajax Tsl TOBOPULIb?

— Heysxenu He moMHUIIIB, YTO C TOOOM MPOM30ILIO? — CKa3all



Carra, cOcpeJOTOYEHHO IJIsI/isl MHE B IJ1a3a.

«Ecnu s pacckaxy, 4TO ¢ HAMU TTPOU3OIILIO, MPUMYT 32 CY-
Macieanyo. JlagHo, ckaxy 4To HUYero He MOMHIO».

— Her, He momHIO.

OnHu nieperisiHy/IvCh, U Opar cKas3at:

— Tebs HanuM Ha Ki1aaouine 0e3 CO3HAHUS OKOJIO JABYX JIET
Ha3aJl, Korja Bbl ObLIM Ha MIOXOPOHAX y BaIllel OIHOKJIACCHUIIBI,
no-mMoemy e€ 3Banu Jleiiaa, TOMHUIIb?

Sl cnenana 3alyMYMBBIA BUJ M OTBETHJIA:

— a, nomHio0, MbI oty ¢ CoHell Ha MOXOPOHBI, IJIe TOMUMO
Jleviibl XOpOHWJIH eIIE HECKOJIBKUX PEOST U HAIIY YUUTEITbHHUILY.

— Hy, BOT Bunuiiib, TH yxe noutu Bc€ BcrioMHnIa! Bot Tosb-
KO KOIJJa BCE YIUIM, BBl OCTAIMCH! YTO MPOU30IILIIO TaM C BaMHU,
HUKTO He 3Haer! Tebs HalUM Ha ClieMylolee YTpo, Tl JiexKaia
0e3 CO3HaHMS HeMOJAIEKY OT MOTHJIBI BAlllel OJHOKJIACCHUIIBI.
MBs1 Bce Tora nepenyraiuck. Kakum-to 4yoM Thl He 3amMép3al
Sl Torma cxommia B IEPKOBb M TIOCTaBHJIA CBEUKY TBOEMY aHTe-
JIy-XpaHUTENIO, — IPOrOBOPUJIA MaMa.

— 41 6b11a 6e3 co3HaHus. . . — IPoOYyOHMIIA cede MO HOC, HO T0-
TOM BcrioMHuIa 1po CoHio.

— A kak xe Cona? Ona Toxe Obuta 0e3 co3Hanusa? OHu 10-
CMOTpEJU JIPYT Ha Apyra, u Opar cKa3ai:

— A CoHio He Hanum!

— To ecTh Kak He HalIM? — C STUMHU CJIOBAMM 51 KaK OIIIIa-
peHHast Bckoumia co cryia. Cepatle OemeHo KOIoTUIoCch. Yto
3HAYUT HEe HaILIu?!



— Mb1 ObUTM OYeHb YIWBJICHBI, KOTJIa YBHJCIU TOJBKO TeOs.
Conu Hurge He ObUT0. MBI B/IOJb U MOMEPEK OO0 KIIaaou-
1Ie. .. — He IOTOBOpHJIa Mama, Kak e€ nepeOut Opar:

— Mui ¢ py3bsiMu BCE€ BOKPYT 0ObICKaIW. B razerax, Ha Terne-
BUJICHUH, 110 PAJIMO JaBaJId OObSIBIIEHU S, HO HUKTO TaK U HE T10-
3BOHII!

— Munuiuu ObUIO MHOTO, HO OHU TOKE HHUYETO HE HAIILIH.
Uckamu paxe ¢ codakamu. Kaxaplii caHTUMETp, KaKAbIi KyCT
Y HUYETO, MOJIro/ia M Hu4Uero. beHas 1eBoYKa Kak CKBO3b 3€MITIO
MIPOBAJIMIIACH, — C TPYCTHIO TPOrOBOPUJIA MaMa.

Sl Me/ITIeHHO cella Ha CTYJI M cTaJla IIPOKPYyYMBaTh B rOJIOBE BCe
COOBITHS TOM HOYM U BAPYT BCIIOMHMJIA.

«Jlekc, rpsi3Hasi CKOTHHA. DTO TOYHO JIEJI0 er0 PyK, He 3psi OH
Ha3bIBAI €€ KaKUM-TO CTpaHHBIM uMeHeM. OH 3abpait e€ K ce-
6e! JIvib Okl OHa ObuIa XkuBa. Tak, J1aJHO, HAIO OBICTPO ONIETHCS
U caath actpoHomuio. Eciu s BUuepa yuumnia, TO CeromHsi CMOTy
pacckazarb. CTpaHHO KOHEUHO. .. s IIPOMYCTHIIA /1BA ro/ia JKU3HU
¥ HUYETrO He TIOMHIO», — C 3TUMH MBICTISIMU I BCTaJIa CO CTYJIa,
MoJT4a HaJiesia KypTKY M coOpasiach yKe BHIXO/IUTh, KaK YCIbIIa-
Jla MaMUH TOJIOC:

— Poma, a THI 3aBTpakarh pa3se He Oyselb?

— Her, — s yxe oTKpbIBaJIa JBEpPb, KAK MEHsI OCTAHOBUJI Opar,
€ro JIMIO ObUIO HE MeHee YIUBJIEHHBIM, YeM MaMHHO:

— TBI 4TO BOT TaK HOWIENIH?

— [a, a yto?

— Ts1 BooOIIE B 3epkasio Ha cebst cmotpena? Kerartu, Moxker



OBbITh 1151 T€Os1 9TO ceituac Oy/IeT HOBOCTHIO, HO HA YJIHIIE JIETO. . .
I'pasycoB IUNIOC 25—727 TOYHO yKe €CTb.

— A 4ro Takoe?! — 1 HUKAaK He MOIJIa TIOHSITh K YeMy BCe 9TH
BOIPOCHI.

— IIpocTo nOMalIHKE TanovKu ¢ 3MMHEW KYPTKOH I1JIOXO CO-
YeTalTcsi! — CO CMEXOM cKasasl Opar.

Sl ornsimena ceOs1, 3TO M MpaB/ia BHIIIsAAEI0 3a0aBHbIM. Camoi
JaKe CTAJI0 CMEIIHO. BhIcTpo nepeoneBIINCh, U B35IB KaKUE-TO
TETpaJiKu, sl BLICKOUMJIA B TTOAbE3/1, HO HE yCresa 3ailT! B JIUPT,
Kak Opar OKJIMKHYJT:

— Pomainika!

HennoBoibHO NMOBEPHYBIIUCH B €I0 CTOPOHY, 1 CITPOCHUIIA!

— Hy, uro eme?

— Jla HIYero 0ocCOOEHHOT0, IPOCTO XOTEJ MPEIJIOKUTH TTOIBE3-
TH JI0 MIKOJIb! BRICTPO 1 ¢ KOM(OPTOM, CUMTAIO ITO JyUIlle, YeM
MEIKOM UITH !

— Ha 4ém? Ha aBroOyce 4to m? — ¢ MpOHUEN crpocuia si.
bpar nocmorpen Ha MeHs:

— Jla HeT, Ha MaIlIMHE.

4l ¢ ynuBieHMeM NocMOTpesa Ha Hero:

—V 1e064 ecTh MammHa?!

— Hy na, «zmecsitka»!

— U kak naBHO OHa y TeOs? — BCE C TEM K€ HEMOAIEIbHBIM
YAMBJIEHHEM [TOUHTEPECOBAJIACH 1.

Bpart nosxan reyamu U ckazalt:

— Jla HaBepHO OKOJIO MOJIyTOpa JIET Aa, Mam? Mama KuBHYyJ1a



rOJIOBOM W JTOOABWIIA:

— [Nocrne sx3amena He 3a/iepKUBAUTECH, OyieM 00eaTh.

— Xopomo. Hy, Tel uaéns uim eaenib? — cipocui Opar, eme
pa3 BOIPOCUTENILHO IIOCMOTPEB.

«Heyxenu s moxwia 10 TOro BpeMeHH, Korja Mol Opart To-
JIy4uJ1 BOIUTENIbCKUE IIPABa U Y HETO €CTh CBOE aBTO, a ITIABHOE —
OH YMEET €3]UTh ?»

— Iloeny, — 1 Mbl HAKOHELI-TO BBIIILIY.

XOTs 1MIKOIa OblIa M HeJJaJIeKO OT HaIllero JoMa, s BCE paBHO
pelmIa BOCIOIb30BaThCS TAKMM 3aAMAHYMBBIM MTPEIJIOKEHUEM,
KaK MpoexarbCs Ha MallvHe.  yxe He cTajia CrpalvBaTh, OT-
Ky/la OHa y Hero, a MpOCTO cella B YUCTYIO U OJIECTSIIYIO «JIeCsIT-
Ky» W 33yMajachb O TOM, YTO MOIJIO MPOU30UTH. S 3ameruia,
HACKOJIbKO B MAIlIMHe ObLJIO YMCTO, YIOTHO M CIIEJIAHO TIO BBICIIIE-
My KJiaccy.

«Korpga ke Bc€ 310 Moryo npouzontu?! 31ech SBHO YTO-TO
He Tak! Hy He Momia g mpocnare 1Ba roga ’KM3HU U HAYETO
HE NOMHUTB! DTO ke rmpocto HepeaabHo! He-pe-anb-HO!» — BU-
JIMMO 51 HACTOJILKO YIIUIa B CBOM MBIC/IU, YTO HE YCJIbIIaia, KaK
MEHsI HECKOJIbKO pa3 OKJIMKHYJ Opart:

— Powma... a1, Poma!

S MemsieHHO mepeBesia Ha HEro B3IVIsA, B KOTOPOM CTOSI
HEMOW BOIPOC:

«Yt0 TeOe OT MEeHs HY)XHO?»

— Poma, npuexanu, — ¢ yJapIOKON MPOM3HEC OH.

A ornsinynack. JIeMcTBUTENBHO, MBI OCTAHOBWJIMCH HA IIIKOJTb-



HOW TTapKoBKe. Ha KpbLjiblie MIKOJIBI CTOSUTA MAJIBYMIIIKY U KypHU-
JI, BUAUMO OHH elIE He CIaBaJId 9K3aMeH, a BO3MOXHO M HA000-
pot. Korga Opar BbIles1 U3 MalllMHbI, K HEMY TOIOekKaIu JeB-
YOHKHM Y CTaJIM O YEM-TO paccCIipaiinBaTh, a OH C YJIBIOKOU OTBe-
YaJi Ha BOITPOCHI.

«Cyps 1o BceMy, OpaTHIIKa Imojib3yeTcst HOMYJISIPHOCTBIO Cpe-
JIV TIOJIPACTAIOIIETO MOKOIEHUsI. MOXET ObITh OH KaKasi-TO 3BE3-
Jla, a g 9TOro M He 3Haio?!» — C 3TOM MBIC/IBIO BBIILIA U3 Ma-
IIMHBI U HAITPABUJIACh B CTOPOHY IIKOJBHOTO KPbUIbLIA, KAK Me-
Hsl OKJIMKHYJI KAKOW-TO MapeHb. $1 omisiHyaach U OT yAUBJICHUS
oTKpbuIa pot. D10 66T Cepéra! Bricokuii, 3aropeBImi, Miedun-
CTHI ¥ TIPOCTO OOAJIIEHHBIN HA BHEIITHOCTh MOJIOJION UYeJTOBEK !
[Nocne nocnenHeit Halel BCTPEYH OH HACTOJIBKO BBIPOC M BO3MY-
JKaJl, YTO y MEHsI CJIOKWIOCH BIIEYAT/IEHHE, YTO MPOIUIO HE J1Ba
rofa, a jer aecatb. OH meén u yasioancsa. Korga on mogomén,
TIOLIEJIOBAJT B T'YOBI:

— IlpuBer, cnajkasi, Kak TBOU Jena?

— ... XopoMio..., a Thl KaK... TOTOB? — CIIpOCUJIa 51 B pacre-
PSHHOCTH.

— 51 rOTOB M yBepeH, UTO Thl TOXE! — OH MPOJOIIKAI YJIbIOATh-
csl.

— MHe ObI CTOJIBKO YBEPEHHOCTH. .. — TPOrOBOPUJIA 1, IO CUX
nop npeObIBasi B COCTOSITHUM 3aBUCIIETO KOMITBIOTEPA.

OH nocMoTpes Ha MEeHS U CIIPOCKIT:

— Poma, uto ¢ To6011?

— Huyero, Bc€ B nopsiake, a 4ro?



Ceiiyac OH y*ke CMOTpeJI C KAKUM-TO OECITOKONCTBOM:

— Thl BBIISAAMILD YCTABUIEUW, HE BbIcHaBlIencs. OnsTh BCIO
HOYb TOTOBUJIACH UJIH. .. — C 3TUMHU CJIOBAaMH OH 3aMOJT4Ya U, T0-
NPaBUB MOIO TIPsiIb BOJIOC, KOTOpasi 6onTanack cama 1o cebe,
MPOJIOJIKUJI, — WM Thl OMSATh BCIO HOYUb lyMaJjia O Her?

Ecnu yecTHO, OT BCEro MPOUCXOJSINETO 51 ObIA MTPOCTO B IO~
Ke. XOTs CJIOBO HIOK 3TO el cinado ckazaHo. [Touemy-To B 3TOT
MOMEHT MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO MexAy MHOU U Cepéxel 4yTo-To
€CTh, TO €CTb ObLJIO, HY Bbl IOHUMaeTe, O YEM S.

— Poma, Pomanna! JIa uto ¢ To00m?! — BCE ¢ TeM ke Oecro-
KOMCTBOM IbITAJICSI pacTOpMoInTh Cepéxa.

— Yro? — cnpocuina s, HEMHOIO MOBBICUB I'0JIOC, HO TYT K€
CMSITYUB €T0, IOrOBOpUJIA:

— Co MHOI1 BCE XOPOIIIO. .. — S YJIBIOHYJIACh, TT0 KpaiHel Mepe,
cnenana nonbITKy. K Ham mogorién 6par v, IoCMOTpeB Ha pac-
TepsTHHOE JIMIIO MOJIOZIOTO YeJIoBeKa, NOOABUI:

— Yto0, TOXE 3aMETHJI, YTO OHA y HAC CEroIHsI OCOOCHHAasI ?

Cepéxa NpoTAHYJI PYKYy U, MO3AOPOBABIIKCH, C YCMEIIKOW
CIPOCHIL:

— Cnyiaii, oHa BCE yTpO Takasi WM 3TO sl HA He€ Tak Jieu-
CTBYIO?

— OHa cerogHs BCE yTpo Takasi. Ml caMy yIMBJIEHBI C MAMOM,
TaK 4To He oOpariail BHUMaHusl, Cepéra, MOXeT Thl €€ BeUepKOM
B MOPSIIOK MPUBENEIb, a7 — C STUMU CJIOBAaMH OHU 00a 3acMe-
SUTACh, M TOJIBKO $I CTOsUIa KaK TOPMO3 M HE MOIJIa MOHSITh, YTO
BOOOIIIE 3/1€Ch TIPOUCXOINT?



— 4 mocrapatock. .., Hy UAEMBL? — C ITUMU CJIOBAMH OH I1O-
CMOTpeJT Ha MeHs. $1, BHJaBUB YIIBIOKY, IPOU3HECA:

— Twl uay, a 51 Teds1 JoroHio. ... s 3a0bl1a B MallIMHE TeTpa/l-
KYy.

— Ho ona ke y 1e6s B pyKax, — cKa3aJ, yIbIOHYBIIUCH 3200T-
JIVIBBINA Opar.

— Ha Her, npyryio terpaaky. Tsl Uy, a TO €lI€ ONO3AacIllb U3-
3a MEHs, — C 9TMMH CJIOBAMHU I TIOIIIA K MaIlliHe.

A cnpimana, kak Cepéxa n Cama nonpomavcs U paso-
nutick. CeB B MAIIMHY U TIPUKAB YUeOHUKHU K TPY/IU, IIPOU3HEC-
Jia BCIIyX:

— Tak... 4To emg s npormycTuia 3a 31 1Ba roaa?!

B mammmny cen OpaT 1, TOCMOTPEB Ha MEHsI, CIIPOCHLI:

— To1 yTO?

— A 4t0? — BOIpPOCAM Ha BOIPOC OTBETHIIA 1.

— 51 Te0s1 He y3Ha10, Poma, TO Thl B BOCTOpre OT HEero, To B TBO-
UX IJIa3ax s BUXKy Xojof u 6e3paznmune. Eciiu He xouens ¢ Hum
OoJTbIIIe BCTPEYAThCsl, HE My4al MapHsl, CKaXu eMy 00 ITOM.

«$1 cama-To ceOs He y3HaMw, Kyaa yx tede, oparerr!»

4l mpocTo He Mory rnepenarh ClIOBaMHU, B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM
TOrga HaXOguJIach.

— YTO THI XOYElllb 3TUM CKa3aTh? — C IOAO3PEHUEM CIIPOCHIIA
s1, XOT$ IPEKPaCHO MOHMMAJIa, O YEM IIlJIa PEYb.

— Tbl HOMHUIIIB, YTO OH TBOU MOJIOAOH YEIOBEK ?

— OH Mmoii KTO... mpoctute? Mosnopoit yenoBek?! — uyTh 1
HE KpH1ua, nepecnpocua .



— Ila, — mporoBopwJ Opat ¢ yIUBIICHUEM.

— W-n... naBHO? — CHOBa cripocuia s yxke 6oJee ClIOKOHMHBIM
T'OJIOCOM.

— Ilonropa ropa.

— CKobKO?! — BBIKpPHUKHYJIA f1.

— Ionropa roga, — TOBTOPUII OH.

— 3HAYUT, MOJITOPA TOJ1A. .. U-U ThI-bl... HY, TaM MEX1y HAMU
y&e 4TO- TO ObUIO? — 51 ycTaBMIIaCh Ha Opara, a OH — 00aJIIeBIIIH-
MHU IJ1a3aMU Ha MEHs.

— Tl ceryac cnpamuBaenb y MEHs1, 3aHUMAJIUCh JIA Bbl C HUM
cekcom?

— Hy na, — onHa U3 1ByX Moux OpoBei HEBOJIBHO MOJHSIACD,
KaK U 51 B OKUJIaHUU OTBETA.

— BoT 4ecTHO, HMKOI1a HE MOT MOHSATh, KOrJJa Thl TOBOPHIIIb
CepbE3HO, a KOrja MIyTUIlb. Y TeOs BCeraa OJHO U TO e BbIpa-
KEHUEe JUIIA.

— M-pa... nagHO, HaBEpHOE yKe HavaJics 9Kk3aMeH. B ooiem,
oK1y, TIOKa enié 4To-HUOYIb HOBOTO O ceOe He y3Hala, — 9TU
CJIOBa sl POTrOBOPMIIA, CJIOBHO ObLiIa B IPOCTPALIUM, C KAKOI-TO
OTIAJIEHHOCTHIO.

— Teds xnpars?

4l moBepHynace, MOCMOTPEB HAa HETO, TUXO IPOTOBOPUJIA:

— Ha. Xots Her, s1 HaBepHOE MPOIAYCh MEUIKOM, ... B 00IIeM
HE 3Hal0, CMOTPH caM, Kak Tede OyJeT yao0Ho. ..

— JlamHo, HM TIyXa, HU TIepa, CeCTpUYKa! — OH YJIBIOHYJICS.

— K uépry! Ilonuio Bcé k 4€pry! — KpUKHYyna .



3aiifs B IIKOJY U OINISIHYBUIKMCh, YBUJIENA CTOJIBKO BCErO 3Ha-
KOMOT'O Y HE U3MEHMBIIIETOCs 3a TO BpeMsi. MHe Ka3ajioch, 4TO
s1 ObUIa 371eCh BUEpa, a HE JIBa rojia Ha3a/l.

«Tak... s cialo acTpOHOMHIO, a HAa KaKOM 3Taxe KaOuHeT?
XOT4 eciu y4uiach, TO AOJKHA IOMHUTD, TA€ 3TO..... [loBepum
CBOEM MHTYULIMU!» — S MOJHSIACh HA YETBEPTHIM ITAX M KAK
HU CTPAHHO JOIIIa O KaOMHETa, TJie CTOSUIA pedsiTa U3 IPyrux
KJIACCOB.

Ha wmoii Boripoc:

— A t7e 31ech KaOMHET acTpOHOMUH?

Kakoi1-To MajibuuK ¢ YIMBJIEHHBIMU I71a3aMU ITPOU3HEC:

— PomanHa, Tl yero? Thl jke CTOUIIb MTPAMO NEPE] HUM.

Oxkazasioch, 4TO 3TOT MaJbUMK YUUThCSI CO MHOM B OIHOM
KJ1acce 1 30ByT ero Mibsi. MHe ObUI0 HEMHOTO CTBITHO, HO, 3a-
CMESIBIIINCH, 5 CKa3aja:

— D10 1 Tebs mpoBepsiyia, BAPYT Thl OT CTPaxa U BOTHEHUS
3a0BUT B KAKOM KaOMHeTe cIa€ib aCTPOHOMHUIO.

Sl gyBcTBOBaNa ceds momHou unuoTkoi. [lomomen Cepéra u,
OOHSIB MEHSI, CIIPOCHIT:

— Hy, Hanuia terpaaky?

— Kakymwo terpaaky?

OH OTOABUHYJICS U C HE MEHEE YAUBJIEHHBIM JIMIIOM CIIPOCHII:

— Ckaxu, 4To Thl ceryac Tak mytuis! He npagna im?

OnATh yABIOHYBIIUCH TAaKOK K€ MAUOTCKOM YJIBIOKOM, Ha KO-
TOPYIO TOJIBKO U OblIa CIIOCOOHA B MOCTIE/IHEE BPeMsl, IIPOrOBO-
puia:



— A1, 3a0bU1a, HO OHA HE UMEET OOJIBIIONO 3HAYEHNU .

S yxe Oosmack ckazaTh 4TO-HUOYHb He TO. Cepéxa TONBKO
YJIBIOHYJICS.

— A TBI... — He ycrena CIpoCUTbh, KAaKOM OH CIAET SK3aMeH,
Kak K HaMm nopomren Cesa:

— IIpuger, romyoku! Hy, Cepéra, unéin caaBath UCTOPHIO?

— Ha. Ceituac. iy, g ToabKO HacTporo PoMaHHY Ha HyXHYIO
YacToTy W MUy, — rmocje 3Tux cioB CeBa eXUIHO YJIBIOHYJICS
¥, IOJIMUTHYB MHE, YIIIE.

— Tak 4TO THI XOTeNIA Y MEHS CIPOCUTH? — C YJILIOKOU Ha JIHIIe
CIPOCUJI MOM HOBOUCIIEYEHHBIN MOJIOJION YEJIOBEK.

— 4 mpocTo xoTena moxenars Tebe ygauu! — moiiesoBaga ero
B MIEKY. f yBuzena, 4to oH ObUT MPUSITHO YAWBIIEH.

— Bor Tenepp s y3Haw cBowo modumyo Pomouky. Cracn6o
u Te0e ynaun! — ¢ 3TUMU CJIOBAMU OH YJIBIOHYJICSI O4apOBaTeb-
HOW YJIBIOKOM, 1 TIOIIEJIOBAB B OTBET, YAAIUJICS.

51 cnenana OOJBIIION BIOX U, BRIIOXHYB, ogymaa: «Hy criaBa
60ry, ¢ OJHOU CBOEH MPUATHON HEOKUTAHHOCTBIO 5T CITPABUIIACH,
OCTaJIOCh TOJIBKO claTh 9Kk3amMeH! Xa! Jla jerko!»

K cBoemy OOJbIIIOMY YIUBJIGHUIO AaCTPOHOMHUIO 5 cajia
Y BIPABY JIETKO U €€ MUHYT JAECATh, BHICTYIINBAJIA KOMILIH-
MEHTHI OT IperoJaBaresiell 0 TOM, Kakasi 51 3aMevaresibHasl yue-
HUIIA U HACKOJILKO XOpPOIIIO pa30Mparoch B 3BE3/1aX M BO BCe
acTpoHomMHu4eckoi cucteme. Korpa Bhiia 3 kabuneta, Cepé-
Ka yxe kgan. Ha ero nuie Obiia yipIiOKa U Ipy BUJIE MEHSI OHA
crana emg mvpe. OH oxOexat, B3sT Ha PYKH U CTaJl KPYKUTb.



Hnst MeHst 3To ObUI0 KaK MMHMMYM CTPAHHO, 3aTO BCE BOKPYT
CMESIINCD.

— A THI He MOT Obl MEHSI BEpHYTh B BEPTHKAIBLHOE TOJIOKE-
HUE, a TO HUKaK He MOTY HAalTH OOIIHIA SI3bIK CO CBOMM BECTUOY-
JISIPHBIM aMNIapaToM, He XOUYeTCs MPOCTO OMpayaTh HACTPOEHUE
OKpYXalomumx !

OH nocTaBujI MEHS Ha IOJ U CKa3aJl:

— 4 cnan ucropuio Ha ATk, a ThI?

— 51 pana 3a TeOs U 5 cAana Ha MATEPKY! — 3TO MPO3BYYAIIO
HEMHOI'O M3/1€BATEJIbCKHU, HO OH 3TOI0 JaKe HE 3aMETHIL.

— Pomka! Mel okoHuwm mkoiy. Be€, Mbl Oojbiiie He Oy-
aeM 31ech yuutbes. Jlionu, 11-netHee pabcTBO 3aKOHUMIIOCH! —
¢ BocroproM Kpuyail Cepéxka.

Ecii 4ecTHO, TO TAKMM £ €r0 HUKOIAA HE BUJEJIa U UICKPEHHE
ObL1a 3a HEero paja.

— He 3a0wbiBaid, 4TO y HaC eIié BHITYCKHOU OyaeT! — mporoBo-
puiia i, IbITasICh BJIUTHCS B HOBYIO KU3Hb.

OH npwxas MeHsI K ce0e M 3araJouHbIM TOJIOCOM MPOTOBO-
puL:

— A TBI yxe BeiOpasia a5 ce0sl I1aThe ¢ TIyOOKHM JEKOJIbTe
Y CJIETKa IPUKPBIBAILEE TBOIO YyAHYIO MOMNKY?!

«O, rocrnony, Korja e 3TOT IEHb TO YK€ 3aKOHUUTCA | »

— Her..., HO s IpuMy BO BHUMaHUE MOXEIaHUS, IOPOroi, HY
YTO, UJAEM JOMOW? — C STUMU CJIOBAMU 51 OTOJBUHYJIACh OT HETO.

— Iloipém! — oH B3s1J1 32 PYKY, ¥ MbI CTaJIU CIIYCKAThCSl BHU3.

Hecmotps Ha Bce 3TH ynbIOKH, Ha jAymie ObUIO OYeHb HEeCHo-



KOWHO, ¥ MHE 3TO He HpaBWJIOCh. CIUIIKOM YK BCE OBUIO XOpPO-
II0 ¥ TI0YEMY-TO Ka3anoch, 4Yto CoHs OblIa XKBa, HO KaK 3TO
JI0Ka3aTh HE 3HaJa, a IOKa JIesaja B, YTO 5 caMas CYacTInBas
Ha cBeTe. DTO ObUIO /JIs1 MEeHsI TPYIHO, s1 HUKOT/Ia He MOIJIA MPH-
TBOPSATHCS, KOTJa Ha JIyIie ObUIO XPEHOBO.

«MHe Hy’KHO HalTH ITpaBy. Borpoc Kak?» — ¢ 3TO1 MBICIIBIO
1 BBIIILIA HA YIIULLY.

OKoJI0 LIKOJIBI BCE TaKXke€ CTOsIa CUHSS JECATKA, a BOKPYT
He€ BCE TaKKe KPYKWIU JIEBUOHKH, a B IEHTPE BCErO CTOSLT MOM
Opar, SIBHO JOBOJIBHBIN BCEM TeM, UTO rporcxoamio. [lodemy-To
BCE 3TO CO CTOPOHBI HATOMHMJIO 11yOY, BOKPYT' KOTOPOM KPYKH-
JIa MOJIb, HE 3HaBIIIas B KAKOHM KyCOK BLIENUTHLCS. §1 yIbIOHYIaCh.
OH noBepHyJICs U, YBUAEB HAC, CKa3aJl UTO-TO IEBOYKAM U, 3a-
KPBIB MAIlIMHY, U3 KOTOPOW JOHOCWJIACh MY3bIKA, MTOHOIIEN:

— Hy, cyas no Baiumm JI0BOJIbHBIM JIMLIaM, Bbl 00a C/1aJIH T10-
cieiHni 9K3aMeH. HaBepHoe, MOXKHO Bac MO3[paBUTh C YCIIEINI-
HbIM OKOHYAHHUEM LIKOJIBI? !

— Mosenib o3apaBisaTh! — ¢ yapiokoit ckazan Cepéxa.

— Hy uro, no3apasisio! Ocranock caMoe MpUATHOE — Bpy4e-
HUe aTTecTarta W BbiyckHoU Oan! Tel paga, Poma? — cipocun
OpaT 1 TOCMOTpPEJT Ha MEHS.

— Koneuno! OKOHYMTH IKOJTy ¥ HE TIOMHUTh 3TOTO, TaK 3a-
MeyaTesIbHO! — C MpOHKEN IPOroBOpUIIA f1.

— O uém 310 THI? — ¢ HenoHuManueM cripocu Cepéxa.

— A 3TO OHa Tak, MOMHMIIb, Bpad CKa3ajl, 4TO MOTYT OBITh
IIPOBaJTBI B TaMsITh? — cripocuit Opat Cepéxy.



Cepéxa 3aynbiOancs v cKazat:

— A-a-a, Tenepb MOHsLI, IOYEMY ThI Tak ceOs Bena. [louemy
cpasy He cooOpazun? JlagHo, Teneps s BCE 3HAI0, U TO MHOTOE
OOBSICHSIET.

— Hy uro, Bac noase3tu?

— Hy, 51 He 3Hat0, eci Tebe He CI0XHO.

— Powm, ny 1861 uero? Coscem poyuriack? Eciiu He 3a0bLia, TO
s TBOM CTapuIMii OpaT ¥ MOs1 CBATasi 00S3aHHOCTb — 3TO 3200Ta
o Tebe, 1 BooOIIe Mama XIET Hac Ha oben. Cepéra, mpucoean-
HsWCs! — cKazas Opar u cesl B MalllvHY.

— 41 ¢ ynoBoIbCTBHEM, HO BOT TOJIBKO YTO CKaXeT MOs Clal-
Kas? — C 3TUMM CJIOBAMHU OH BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTPES HAa Me-
Hsl.

«Cnagkas... M-1ia YK, CKOpee MpecHas. ..»

— A ut0 a?! Xouernb, moexaym, Oyay paaa, — ckazajia s ¢ Ka-
KOU-TO HEMOHATHOM JJ1s1 MEHS1 HEKHOCTBIO.

— Hy uro, enere? — cipocu 6par, BBICYHYBIIMCH U3 MAIITHHBL.

— Koneuno! — ¢ atumu cnoBamu Cepé:xa cesn B MallliHy Ha Iie-
penHee CUAeHbe, a 5 MOCIEA0BAJIA 3a HUM, TOJIbKO ceJla Ha 3ajl-
Hee.

IJIABA 'V



OxoTHHIIA

Cepéxa u Cailia BClo JOpOry O YEM-TO pa3roBapuBalv U CMe-
SUTUCH, 51 IPOCTO CUENa U AyMaJla O TOM, UTO e JIeJIaTh 1ajblIle.
Ilo nopore 3aexanu B MarasuH, HAKyIWIA TaM BCAKOW €PYHJIBL,
ecau ObITh TOYHEE, MEHsI OCTAaBWJIM B MalllMHe, Kak cKa3al opar
«BMECTO CUTHAJIM3alK», a OH ¢ Ceperoi OTpaBuiICs 3a MOKYII-
Kamu. M3 MarazvHa OHU BBIIILIN JOBOJIbHBIE U C TTOJHBIMU MaKe-
TaMH, Ha MOM BOMPOC: «3a4eM Tak MHOTO Kynuju 7», Camika ot-
BETUIL:

— Tl 3Haelb, MOSI €TMHCTBEHHAsI CECTpPa HE TaK 4acTo cla-
€T MoCJIeIHYE TIKOJIbHbIE SK3aMEHBI, 1, B3SIB Ha ceOsl CMEJIOCTb,
Mbl ¢ Cepéroil pemmam ycTpouTh ceroqas npasanuk! [Ipasaa,
apyr?!

— KoneuHo, pa3se 1ol He paga 3tomy? — cnpocusl Cepéxa,
CKJIaJIbIBasl TIAKETHI B OaraKHUK.

— KoneuHo, paga. Pa3zee HezameTHO?

— Ecnu yecTHO, TO 4TO-TO HE OYEHb, cecTpuyka! Bot nocmor-
Y Ha CBOETO MOJIOAOTO YEJIOBEKA: [0 HEMY 3TO Cpa3y 3aMeTHO,
Jlake OYeHb! — C 9TUMU CJIOBAMU BCE HAKOHEII-TO YCEJIUCh B Ma-
IIMHY ¥ MoeXayid TOMOU. MallimHa 0OCTaHOBIJIACh OKOJIO TIOIBE3-
na. Cama u Cepéxa B3sIM CYMKH U3 OarakHUKa, U Mbl 3allLIH
B noabe3n. OKoIo caMou ABEpU s BAPYT

BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO OCTaBUJIA B MALIIMHE CBOU TETPAAU U PYUKY.

— Ca, s B MaIllvHe OCTaBWIA TETPaIU U PYUKY, Jail KIIIOUH.



OH ynpIOHYyNCS:

— B neBom kapmane.

B3sB kimouwn, 3anuia B g, Cobinana, Kak MaMa OTKpbLIa
JBEPU U YTO-TO PaJIOCTHO MPOrOBOPHIIA, TIOTOM CJIbIIIaJIa TojI0ca
Opara u Cepéru. Ha ynuiie ObisI0 OUeHb TETyIo U CBETUIIO COJTHIIE.
Korpa s nocmoTpena Ha NpUnapKOBaHHYIO «JIECSATKY>, HEBOJIBHO
yibIOHYIack. OHa OblIa YMCTOW OT KPBIIIX JO KOJIEC U TaK Kpa-
cuBO OJ1ecTena Ha COJIHIIE, UTO 51 OblIa HEBOJILHO ropsa OpaTtom.
Ecnu dyectHO, TO OH HUKOTJA He JOOU yOupaThcsi B KBapTupe,
€CJI KOHEYHO TIPY 3TOM €ro pa3 CTO He TIOMPOCUTh, HO 9TO OBLIO
1O KpaiHell Mepe J0 TOro MOMEHTa, KOrja 51 KOOI ToTepsiia
namsTh. S mojonuia K MalvHe ¥ yBUENa, YTO Ha MepeIHEM CH-
JIeHbE JISKAJIO TO, 3a4eM COOCTBEHHO M CITyCKaJlach. BBIKITIOUNB
CUTHAJIM3AIINIO, CeJIa BHYTPb W, 3aKPBIB JIBEPITY, CTAJIA PA3MBIIII-
JISITh BCITyX. XOPOIIIO, YTO OKHA ObUTM TOHUpOBaHHBIE. OTKPBIB
6apaavyok, yBujenaa Kydy OyMakek ¢ KaKMMHU-TO HOMepamH, pa-
1V JTIOOOTIBITCTBA B35J1a OTHY Y yBHIeNIa HOMep TesiepOHa HEKOM
Mapro.

— Jla, Moii OpaT BpeMeHH 3psi He TepsieT! — C STUMHU CJIOBaMU
BBITAIIWIA elI€ OfHY OyMaxKy, HO yXke C Ipyrum TeiedoHoM
Y JKEHCKUM MIMEHEM.

— Cyns o Bcemy, y Te0s1 311eCh, MUJIBIIA Opartell, IIeIblid CKJIa]T
TesiepOHHBIX HOMEpOB! XOTSI COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OH XOTb OJHOMU
Jia TIO3BOHUJI. .. — C STUMU CJIOBaMU BhIrpedia u3 Gapiavka Bce
3aITUCKH, UX OKA3aJI0Ch OKOJIO ABAAIATH ITYK. JlocTaB mociea-
HIOIO, KOTOpas Jiekajaa B CaMOM JJaJIbHEM YTy, yCIbIIana Kak



yTo-T0 ynajno. [locMoTpeB Ha moj, yBujesia 3010TOM KPEeCTUK
Ha nenouke. Iognsa.

— Hapo xe, moemy Opary eIié v CyBeHUpbl AapsAT! — ycmex-
Hynach 1. Ho BAPYr BHYTpU UTO-TO KOJIbHYJIO, S BHUMATEIbHEN
cTajla pacCMaTpuBaTh €ro U Yepe3 Kakoe-TO MTHOBEHUE IMOHSIA,
YTO 3TO TOT CaMBIil KPECTHK, KOTOPbIHA Koraa-1o Obut otaaH Co-
He. Ceparie OelieHo 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH TIPU 3TOW MBICTH. S ckana
€ro B pyKe, Ha IJla3ax MOSBUJIUCH CJIE3BI.

— Tak, ycroko¥icsi, Hao BCE 00IyMaTh, HO IJIs Ha4YaJIa CJo-
KHUTh 0OPATHO BECh ITOT MYCOP. .. — C STUMHU CJIOBAMHU I 3aITnXa-
J1a OyMakKH, CIipsiTajia KpeCTUK B KApMaH U, TOCMOTPEB Ha ceOst
B 3€PKaJIO, BBITEPJIA CJIE3BI.

— A Kak oH y Hero okazajicsa? [Touemy He otnan ero mue? Mo-
JKET, MPOCTO 3a0bLT O HEM? — B MOE# T0OJIOBe BO3HUKAJIM BCE HO-
Bbl€ U HOBBIE BOIIPOCHI, HO HA OIHOTO OTBeTa He ObuIo. Tenepn
s1 ObUIa YBEpEHa B OIHOM: 3[IeCh TOUHO Kakasi-To nojctaa! Beé
cimkoM xoporo! Tak He Morio ObITh, He Morio! 1 emé pa3
B3IJISIHYJIA B 3€PKAJIO M B3IPOrHYJa OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH, B OTPa-
’KEHUU Ha MEHsI CMOTPEJIO 1ysKoe JIUIo! DTo Oblia IeBYIIKa, KO-
TOPYIO Mpek/ie HUKOTa He Buena. S obepHynach, 3ajiHee cuje-
Hbe OBLIIO COBEPIIIEHHO ITyCThIM, X CHOBA ITOCMOTpEJIa B 3¢pPKaJIo,
OHa yJIbIOAIach.

— He Ootics mens1, PomanHa, 51 TBOM apyr!

— A... a1 He 6otoch!

— 41 Xouy TeGe moMoub !

— CHayasia OTBETb, KTO Th?



— 41 xe ckazana, 4yro gpyr. Pa3zee atoro HepocrarouHo?

— Kak Buguis, Het! — OTBETIIIA S TaK, CJIOBHO MBI C HEX ObUTA
JTABHO 3HAKOMBI.

— Xopormio. MeHs 30ByT PomaHna, 1 310 Onaromapsi MHE Thl
ocTasach )KMBOM TOW HOYbBIO, IIOMHMUIIE ?

OT TOTO, YTO YCIBIIIANA, CJETKa MPUOTKpbLIAa poT. S Obuta
OYEHb y/IMBJIEHA U OLIapalieHa TOW HOBOCTBIO.

— 3Haywr,... Torga B jecy 3To Obuta ThI?! — mpousHecsa ,
BCIIOMHHAsSI Ty yXKacHYI0 HOub. E€ ynpiOKa crasia TONbKO Impe,
Y OHA KMBHYJIA.

— 3Ha4uT, S HE COIILIa C YMA, HO... KaK Thl OKa3aJach BHYTPU
MeHs?! OHa mepecrana yibioaTbCs:

— 41 Bcero ymmmb ayx, xaxmaymuid Mectu! S1 Bcerna Obuta psi-
JIOM KaXk/1yl0 MAHYTY TBOEU KU3HU! DTO 51 BO BPEMS POKICHUS
MOJICKa3aJla TBOEM MaTepy HbIHEIIHEE TBOE 1UMsi!

— To1 Pomana u st PomanHa. . ., 0 Kakol MECTH TOBOPHIIH ?

— Benomuun Ty TéMHYI0 M ykacHylo HOub! Becnomuu Jlek-
ca, MPeABOAUTENIS ITUX KAJIKUX CYIIECTB — BaMnupoB?! Pa3se
HE XO04Yelllb OTOMCTUTh 3a TMOesb CBOel Mopyru? — Mpou3Hecna
OHa CO 3JIOCTBIO.

— CoHs,... HEYKENH OHa. ..

— KoHeuHO, HUKTO He BBIKMBAET IMOCIIE YKYCa BAMITMPA U TBOSI
Cons Toxe! Hy 4TO, ThI TOTOBA OTOMCTHUTB 32 HEE? — CKa3ajia OHa
C TOM k€ 3JIOCThIO.

—ToroBa! U g coenato Bc€, 4To OT MeHA 3aBUCUT! TOJBKO ThHI
JIOJKHA MHE TTIOMOYb B 3ToM Pomana!



OHa Kak-To XUTPO YIBIOHYJIACh, HO 51 ObUIA pajia, YTO OHA TO-
MOXET BO BCEM pa3oOparhes. Sl B3APOrHyma OTTOro, 4to KTO-TO
NIOCTy4asl B OKHO, MIOBEPHYJIACh, YBUJENA YiblOatonierocs Opara.
Sl oTKpbUIa 1BEPb U BHIILIA.

— Twt vero tak mponro? § ynelOHYNACH:

— Jla, Kapanjam uckasa, 3aKaTJICs MOJ, CUJIEHbE, A TENEPb OH
Yy MEHS B PyKE. .. BOT B PYKE. .. — C 9TUMHU CJIOBAMHM IOKA3aJ1a EMY
KapaHalll, KOTOpbId BeINaJl U3 Oapiauka BMeCTe ¢ MaKyJIaTypou.

— Hy, pa3 Tak, T0 moiiaém, a To Bce TeOs yxe 3akKIaIUCh, —
3aTeM OH 3aKPbUT ABEPILY ABTOMOOWIISI ¥ TTOIIEN B CTOPOHY MOb-
e31a. sl HakJIOHMIach ¥ IOCMOTpeEJIa B 3epKaJlo, HO PomaHsl yxe
He ObLIO.

— Yept! — uepThIXHYJIACH BCIYX, HO OpaT He YCIbIIIAL.

Bech cBOi Mpa3gHUK MpocHiena B COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIISX.
WNuorna yneio6anack, HO TOJIBKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI HE BHI3BATh HU-
KO0 Mo103peHus. YTo-To MHE MOACKa3bIBaJIO, YTO BCE ITO JIUILIb
WUTIO3Us1 PeaJIbHOr0 MUpa, Ja U pasroBop ¢ PomaHoil HuKak
HE BBIXOAWJI U3 I'OJIOBBI.

«YT0 %€ en€ oHa XoTeJla cKa3aTb?» — KPYTHIICA B TOJIOBE BO-
1IpOC, HE AaBasi MOKOSI.

YToObl XOTh KaK-TO OTBJIEYLCS OT 3THX MBbICJIEH, s MOIUIA
B BaHHYI0. Bxiounna Bomy U, OIOJIOCHYB JIMLIO, ITOCMOTpPENA
B 3€pKaJI0, KOTOPOE BUCEJIO MPSIMO HANIPOTUB. B oTpaxxeHnu cHo-
Ba MOSABUJIOCh 3HAKOMOE JIULIO.

— Ham nomenanu, Tel roTOBa A0CTyIaTh A0 KOHIA? f BeITEp-
JIaCh TIOJIOTEHLIEM.



— Ha. TonbKo NOf0KIN OIHY MUHYTY... — C 3TUMH CJIOBAMU
3aKpbUIa JBEPU B BAHHYI0 KOMHATY Ha 3aMOK.

— YTOoOHI B 3TOT pa3 HAM HUKTO He CMOT Tiomemath! f ciyrato
TeOs1, BHUMATEJILHO!

— To1 monopen! 4 3Hana, 4to0... — HE ycrnena oHa IOrTOBOPUTb,
Kak s e€ nepebua:

— XBaTUT MYCTHIX Pa3roBOPOB, 'OBOPU BCE, UTO 3HAEIIb
00 3TUX BaMIIUPax ¥ UYTO MHE HYKHO C/Ie/IaTh, YTOObI OTOMCTUTh
3a moapyry!

Oma ObLT1a YIMBIICHA ¥ JIaXe He CKPBhIBAJIa 3TOr0, HO HEHAI0J-
ro.

— Tol ropsiua Kak orons! DTo Xopoiliee Ka4ecTBO J1J1si OXOTHU-
Ka, €CJIM OH YMEET ero KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, HO €CJIM B HEM HET Tep-
MEHUS1 U AUCLUIUIMHBL, TOT OTOHb FACHET WJIM YHUYTOXAET €ro!
Jlns Havana Tebe HeoOXOAMMO 3HATh BCE O CBOMX Bparax. Bam-
MIUPbI OYEHb APEBHUE, CUIIbHBIE U XUTpble co3aanusi! OHU ObICT-
PO TIepeBUTAIOTCS, BHE3AMHbI U KECTOKM. HUKOro He mamsr.
Korga mb1 6omMcst, BbigensieM (pepOMOHBI CTpaxa BOT OHH WX
Y MPUTATUBAIOT, HE CUUTAasl KPOBb, KOTOpasl SIBJISIETCS UX €/IUH-
CTBEHHBIM U HETIOBTOPUMBIM UCTOYHUKOM JIJIsI CYIIIECTBOBaHM S !
Y HUX OUeHb CUJIBHO PAa3BUTO YYBCTBO OOOHSIHUS M BEJIMKOJIETI-
HBIU CITyX.

— 3HauuT, 3TO UJeaIbHbIE MAIIIMHBI 111 YOUNCTB. .. Pomana
yIBIOHYIaCh:

— He coBceM. Y Bcex ecthb cBoM cjtadoctu! YV HUX OYeHb TOH-
Kasi ¥ OJie/IHas KOKa, KOTopasi He MMeeT 3allIUTHOTO CJIOS OT YJIb-



Tpaduoera, IO3TOMY OHM HEHaBUIAT COJTHIIE, ¥ €CJTH BHITAIIIUTh
OJIHOTO, OH TYT € BCITBIXHET, CJIOBHO CITUYKA, U HA TBOUX IJIa-
3aX MPeBpPaTUTCS B Teres, KOTOPHI BeTep pacKuaaeT Mo Bce-
My mMupy. EIE nx MoXHO yOuTh, MPOH3UB CEpALe, WU CHECTU
MedoM Oariky. Bammupsl MOryT 0uapOBBIBaTh CBOUX KEPTB, TaK
9TO HYXKHO OBITh CHJTBHOW U YMETh IPOTUBOCTOSITH TAKOMY BO3-
JIEVICTBHIO.

41 O6bl1a IopakeHa TAKMM KOJIMYECTBOM MH(pOpMAaIiu, HO I10-
KasbIBaTh 3TOI'0 HE CTaJIa.

— 41 xouy 3HaTh, OTKy/a TeOe 310 m3BectHO? U OTKynma mMHe
3HaTh, YTO THI HE IIJIOJ] MOETO BOOOpaXeHH s, ¥ 51 He coluia ¢ yma?

OHnHa onATh YJIBIOHYJACh U CKa3asa:

— Tbl MOXellb HE BEPUTh TOMY, UTO MPOUCXOOUT cerldac
B JKU3HH, HO TO, YTO OBLJIO JIO TOTO, KaK ThI TPOCHYJIACHh — BCE 3TO
npasaa! TeGe npuaETCss MHE OBEPUTD, €CJTU XOUYEITh OTOMCTUTD
3a noapyry!

— JlaHO, OTYCTUM, 37€Ch ThI MEHsI yOeInIIa, HO s JIO CUX TTOp
HUYEro o Tede He 3HaIo!

— XopolIlo, pacckaxy HeMHOro o cebe. 1 ABisA0Ch, — OHa 3a-
MoJTJyajia, ¥ Kak-TO CTPaHHO YJIBIOHYBIIUCH, MTPOAOIKUANIA. .. —
SIBJISIIACH TIOTOMCTBEHHOM OXOTHUIIEH! MHOro BeKOB MOM Mpe/i-
KM OXOTWIMCh HAa BaMIMPOB, MHITAsICh W30aBUTh ITOT MHUP
OT HUX, HO OHM PA3MHOXAIUCh C OOJIBIIION CKOPOCTHIO U TOXE
HE JKeJlaJii, 4yToObl UX yOuBaid. Bckope 1iebio B J)KU3HU CTAJIO
HE TOJIBKO OXOTa Ha THUX CYIIECTB, HO U caMocoxpaHeHue. Ha-
YaJioch 3TO C TOM HOYM, KOTJA OIWH W3 MOUX MPEIKOB TO JIK



110 HEOCTOPOKHOCTH, TO JIM U3 KAJIOCTH He YOI OTHOTO BaMIIH-
pa — MaJIeHbKYIO /IeBOUKY. Bckope oHU y3HAJIM, KTO HA HUX OXO-
TUTCA, U CTAJId MCTUTh. MecTb Obla skectokoi! IToiimaB 3TOrO
OXOTHMKA, OHU TIPUBSA3AJIM €ro K CTondy, Kycalu Mo o4Yepeau,
a Korjja OH CTajl BAMITUPOM, TOYHEE MOJTYK POBKOM, OCTABUJIM TaM
10 yrpa. C nepBbIMU COTHEUHBIMU JTyYaMHU, OH CTaJl TOPETh. ITO
MIPOMCXOIMIIO OUeHb MEJICHHO M OBUIO MYYHTETLHO 00JbHO ! OH
TaK FPOMKO OpaJi, YTO 3TO He C YeM ObLIo cCpaBHUTH! OHU OT/IaB-
JIUBAJIM HAC MOOMHOYKE U MPOJEIbIBATIM C HAMU BCE TO, UTO MBI
MPOJIENBIBAIIU C HUMHU.

Korna ona 3akoHYMIIa CBOM pacckas, €€ JTUI0 ObUIO TPYCTHBIM.

— TebOs Toxke normamn?

OnHa mocMoTpesia Ha MeHs M CKazaia:

— Her! 4 Gbuta oqHOM U3 JIydIIMX OXOTHUII, U MTOWMATh Me-
Hs1 OBUIO MTPOCTO HE BO3MOXKHO. .. — OHA 3aMOJT4asia, CJIOBHO Tie-
pekuBaja BCE 9TO CHOBA... — HO ... TIPOCTO MOM0OMIa OTHOTO
BaMIKpa, a OH — MeHs. DTO MOryomsio u MeHs, u... ero! JlaaHo,
He OyznemM 00 3TOM, Termephb Thl CTAHEIlb OXOTHHUIIEH W MPOJOII-
JKUIIL MOE AeJjio!

— YTO HYXHO JIe/1aTh U Kak TeOs Terepb Ha3bIBaTh?

— Moxenib Ha3bIBaTh YYUTENIEM, TIOTOMY YTO UMEHHO S Haydy
TeOsI Bcemy, UTO 3HAI0 U yMelo cama!

— Kak THI coOupaenibest yauTh MEHs, €CJIM Thl — JIyX... TeOs
BpoOjie Kak Obl M HET? — CITPOCHIIA 5, YCMEXHYBIIHCh.

— Jlna meHst 310 He coctaBuT Tpyna! Tel yxke MHOroe 3Ha-
elllb, IPOCTO TeOe HyKHO BCIOMHUTH! $1 Oyay momorarts Be3jie



¥ BO BCEM, a Thl OyJIellb CIIylIaTh MEHsl, U BHIIOJHSATH BCE TO,
0 4éM s Oyy IpOCUTb, COIJIacHa?

— Jla! Coryacna!

— Teneppb ciymiail OueHb BHUMATEIBHO U HE MPOITYCKal HU
earHoro ciosa! Bo-nepBeIx, Hally OXOTY HAYHEM CErofiHs, KO-
r/1a Bce OyayT crath. Bo-BTOpBIX, TeOe HyKHO OJEThCSI KaK MOX-
HO yJIOOHee, HUKaKUX OTKPBITHIX MeCT ObITh He JIOJKHO. Ca-
Masi ynoOHasi 00yBb M camble TEMHBIE IIBeTa B ofexae. B-Tpe-
ThbUX, HUKOMY HUYErO HE PaccKa3blBaid O HOUHBIX MPOryskax!
Tol goMmKHA OBITH HE3aBUCUMOW, CUJIBHOM, YBEPEHHOH BO BCEX
CBOUX JICUCTBUSIX, HE MIOKA3bIBATh U HE UCIIBITHIBATH CTPaX, MHA-
ye 1e0s1 K IET cMepTh. BHUMATEIbHOCTD, OCTOPOXKHOCTD, THIITMHA
Y BHE3ATHOCTb — BOT TBOU JIyYILIME JIPY3bsl HA BCIO OCTABILYIOCS
*u3Hb! U camoe riaBHOE — TBOE cepiile BCeraa JOKHO ObITh
XOJIOTHBIM M HE TIPECTYITHBIM, KaKylo Obl ’KaJOCTh HE BBI3BIBAJIO
y TeOst 3TO oTpedbe M UTOOBI He 0OeIano 3a CBOW Xu3Hb! Th
MOHs1a?

— Jla, u crmenao Bc€, Kak Thl cKaxemb! M Oymy Takow, Ka-
kot xouemb Thl! HO Kak miaHupyels momorarb, Korjaa s Oymy
Ha ynuiie?

— 4 Bcerga Gymy ¢ T000i4, rae Obl Thl HU ObuTa! CMOXEIIIb YBH-
JeTh MeHS B JIIOOOM TIpe/iMeTe, UMEIOIeM XOTh KaKyl-HUOYIb
OTPaXKAIOIIYI0 TTOBEPXHOCTh. PekOMeH 1yl0 HOCUTh ¢ cOOOW Ma-
JICHbKOE 3€pKaJIbli€, TAK Mbl BCEI/IA CMOKEM MOTOBOPUT !

— Kak MbI ux Hanigém?

— DTO NpeaocTaBb MHE!



— A KTO y HUX IJIaBHBIN?

— A ThI pa3Be em¢ He MOHsIa? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBE-
THJIA YIUTE]Ib.

4l 3amymanach, ¥ BHE3aIHO B MOEH ToJIoBe BO3HHUK 00pa3 Jlek-
ca.

— Heyxenu 310 OH? — C KAKUM-TO HETIOHSATHBIM JIJI5I ceOsI yKa-
coM cripocuiia si. OHa yJIbIOHYJIaCh:

— Ha. 910 Jlekc! DTOT BHICOKOMEPHBIN I0HEI] TOJIBKO U JyMaeT,
KakK Obl «OXMYPHUTb» KaKyl0-HHOYb AYPOUKY U BBICOCATh U3 Hee
BCIO KPOBb. A 3TH, KOTOpbIE ObUIM C HUM, CaMoe OJIM3KOe OKpY-
xeHue! [aBHyI0 MecTh JIoJKHA Oyjielib MPEerogHeCT UMEHHO
€My U He B3[lyMaii MONacThCsl Ha €0 YXMbUIKH, a UHa4e BCE, 4TO
MBI ¢ TOOOH czienaem, OyJeT HalpacHOU TPaTol BpeMeHu !

— Yro nenare cenyac?

— Ceiiuac uam v Bejiy ce0s1, Kak HU B UM He ObIBAJIO, HOUBIO
BCTPETUMCS], — C ITUMU CJIOBAMU OHA MCUE3Na, a 51, BHIKJIIOUMB
BOJTY, MOIIUIA «BECEUTHCS» JIANIbIIIE.

I'JIABA VI

HoBsbIiit pyr

K Bedepy, korjga Bce yiermch, S Hajela Y€pHbIe OOTATUBA-
I0IIIe KUHCHI, KOPTY Ha MOJHHMM C KAMIOIIOHOM U CBETJIbIe



KPOCCOBKH, TIOXaJTyid, €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ObLIO HE B 11BET. B3sB
MaJIeHbKOE 3epKaJIblie U KJIOYM, OSCITYMHO BBINILIA U3 JIOMA.
Ha Bcskuit cnyyaid octaBuia Mame 3alucKy, YTO paHO YTPOM pe-
ia TpoOekKaThCs, Ha TOT CIIydyai, €CJIM OHA TTPOCHETCST paHb-
111e, YeM s1 BEPHYCh JIOMOM. Bhiluia U3 nombesa, Ha yiuiie ObUIo
THXO, HO €IIE HE CIUILIKOM TEMHO. [ocTaB u3 KapMaHa MaJICHb-
KOE 3epKaJiblie, CTajla BIJISABIBATHCS U 3BaTh PoMany:

— Yuurtens. ..

JKnate ceOs1 oHa JOJITO HE 3aCTaBUIIA:

— Hy uro, roroa?

A kuBHYyA.
— Ceituac Thl 10KHA Oyfielllb HAUTHA OJHY MOIO CTapylo 3Ha-
KOMYI0, KOTOpasi OyJeT TeOe oMOraTh. .. — IPOU3HECIIA OHA KaK-

TO 3araJlo4yHo.

— Yto 3TO 3a 3HAKOMasl, U e 5 AOJKHA €€ UCKaTh?

— Vlau no noso B CTOPOHY Jieca, TaM YBUIUIIL OroHb. OHa
yxe 1edst KIET, MOTOPOITUCH, BPEMSI JIOPOTO, Be/lb HOUH JIETOM
KOpOTKHe!

Sl GbuTa yaUMBIICHA TTPOCHOOK, HO OTIPABUIIACH B CTOPOHY Jie-
ca. MHe ObLJI0 JTI00OMBITHO, YTO 3TO 3a 3HAKOMasi, U BOOOIIE,
HE PUCKOBAHHOE JIM 3TO JIeJI0 UJITH HOYBIO OTHOM MO OIPOMHO-
My TOJII0, 3Hasl TENepb, YTO I1Ie-TO €CTh BAMIUPbL. CaMbIM IJ1aB-
HBIM JIJI MeHs 3TO ObUIa MeCTh! DTO, MOXayi, eJMHCTBEHHAS
MPUYWHA, IT0 KOTOPOH 1 JIOJIKHA OblIa TIPEO0JIeTh BCE MPETIsT-
CTBWUS1, BOBHMKAIOIIME Y MEHs Ha MyTU. f] 1u1a ¥ mpuciyirBa-
JIach B CTPaHHYIO M HETIOHSITHYIO TUIIMHY, OT CTpaxa OIJIsiblBa-



Jlach MO CTOPOHAM Yepe3 KaKAyl0 MUHYTY U MOCTOSIHHO TIOBTO-
psijia OJHU U Te K€ CJIoBa: «Y CTpaxa rjas3a BelIUKH..., y cTpaxa
I71a3a BEJIMKHU. .., Y CTpaxa IJla3a BEIUKHU...». ITycTh 3T0 3Byya-
JIO HEMHOT'O CMEIIIHO U IJIyIIO, HO MEHS$, IO KpallHe Mepe, XOTb
KaK-TO YCIIOKauBaJIo.

Korpaa gonuia 1o neca, HUKaKoro Ordsi He yBU/Iesa v 1axe Ha-
MEKa Ha TO, YTO 3/1€Ch PSAOM IJ€-TO U YTO-TO TOPEJIO.

— Moset ObITb, MHE HYKHO MPOWTH elI€ Aajibliie? — CIIPOCH-
na cebs 1, 1aB TIOJIOKUTENTbHBINA OTBET, TIOILIa BrTyOb jeca. Ec-
7 OB Mama 3HaJia, YTo B TOT CaMbIil MOMEHT, KOTJIa OHa CITUT, €€
JI0Yb HE JIS)KUT B CBOCH KPOBATH, a IIapaxaeTcs 1o Jiecy, OHa Obl
MeHs «yousa». Bc€ Hare mose

OBbLIO ycesTHO HeOOTBIITMMU OCTPOBKAMM Jieca M KaK-TO CTPaH-
HO, YTO MHE HE MPHUILEN B TOJIOBY BOITPOC: B KAKOM UMEHHO JIEC
unaTn?

[Ina k camomy Onmkaitiemy. $1 yke mouTu goIuia 1o cepe-
JIVIHBI, KaK YBUJIEJA MAJICHbKHI KOCTED, PAIOM HUKOTO HEe OBLIO.
UYro penarp ganpiie He uMesa NoHATUA. CTajla BCIyIIMBATHCS
B TUIIIMHY, HAJESACh YCIBIIATh XOTh YTO-HUOY/b, HAIOMUHAIO-
1iee Iaru, HoO HU4ero, KpoMe Tpecka BETOK, TOpsALIUX B KOCTPE,
He ciplinaia. CripsiTaBIIMCh 32 COCHY, CTajla CMOTPETh IO CTOPO-
HaM, KOTja yC/Iblasa 32 CIMHOM Yel-TO IoJIoC:

— TBI KOro-TO X IEIIL?

He coobpasuB, uTo 51 0iHa, MIENOTOM OTBETUJIA:

— Ha.

3areM pe3ko MoBepHynack. K MoeMy yauBIEHUIO, TIEPEIO



MHOW CTOs1JIa JOBOJILHO KpacuBasi U Mosiofas feBymika. OHa Mu-
JIO YJIBIOATIach.

— Mens# 30ByT Muppa, a Tel — cyas 1no scemy Pomanna... —
C 9TUMHU CJIOBaMH OHa OIJIsi/IENa MEHS C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI U IPOTSI-
HYJa PYKY, 51 — CBOIO.

Ha omryns oHa Obl1a XOMOIHOM M B MOEH TOJIOBE MEJbKOM
IIPOHEC- JIACh OfIHA BEPCUs, HO A TYT, ke €€ UcKmoumia. Mup-
pa Obuia BbIllE MEHsl, CTPOMHOW U rparuo3Hoi. E€ raza Obl-
JIM CBETJIO-TOITyObIMH, [aKe OY€Hb CBETJILIMH, YTO TIOHAYAITY T10-
Ka3aJI0Ch CTpamHoBaTeiM. OHa Mpolia MAMO U, KMHYB BETKU
B OTOHb, CITIPOCHUIJIA:

— To1 ucnyranace?

— Her, — coBpana s, Ha 4TO OHa MOCMOTpeJia BCE C TOU Ke
YJTBIOKOM.

— Tel ucniyranace, s1 IO4yBCTBOBaJIa TBOM CTPaX.

B ronose cHOBa mpoHecnach 3Ta e BepcHs, U s OnsATh e€ Ona-
TOMOJIyYHO WCKJTIOYMIIA.

— To1 gaBHO TyT cTOMINIB? — CITPOCHIIA I CTIOKOMHO.

— Kak Tospko Tel npunuia. $1 Bugena, Kak Tl IU1a TIO TIOMIO
Y CTOs1JIa OKOJIO JIECA, — OHA YCEeJach Y KOCTpa.

— Torpa mouemy s TeOs1 He BUENA U He CIbIIana? — s oIo-
1UIa K KOCTpY.

— YenoBeveckuii 171a3 He COCOOeH BUIETh Ha TAKMX PACcCTOsI-
Husx. Jlaxe ecu Obl s1 Obl1a 6JIM3KO, THI BCE paBHO ObI HE CMOTJIA
MeHS$1 pa3mIsAeTh, IOTOMY YTO CTpax 3aTMUJI BCE TBOU UYBCTBA.

— To ectb XOuemb cKa3aTh, YTO S1 HE YMEIO CIYLIATh U CJIbI-



1maTth?

— Her, ciymath 1 CoIpIaTh Thl MOXKEIIIb, IIPOCTO B JAHHOU CH-
Tyalluy SMOIIMY HE JIAI0T COCPEIOTOUUTHCS Ha JIETaNIsAX, HY 3TO-
My BCEMY MOKHO HAy4WThCs, YeM COOCTBEHHO MBI U OyJem 3a-
HUMAaTbCS.

— A Tl pa3Be He OOUIIILCS 3/IECh CUJIETh OfHA? — ST OTJISI/IENAcCh
10 CTOPOHAM.

— Her, a BOT TbI, KaXxeTcs, 10 CUX MOP MeHs OOMIIILCS, — OHA
TIOCMOTpeJIa U3MOIO0bS.

— IloTomMy uTO 51 O CHX MOpP HE 3HAI0, KTO THI.

— Ho g yxe npencraBuiace.

— Droro HegocTatoyHo! SI MOry OBITH MWJIOH W JTI0OE3HOM,
a Ha Jieie okaszarbesi Meay30i ['opronoii!

Muppa 3acmesiiachk, Iiajisi Ha MeHs1, 3aTeM BCTaja:

— Pomana Obuia npaBa, korja pacckassiBaia o tede. OHa Bce-
I71a MorJ1a BeIOMpaTh HYXHbIX Jofeii! Ho Tel ke moHuMaerb, s
MOTY CKPbIBAaTh CBOY UCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHU I OYE€Hb JJOJITO, [T03TO-
My WHOT/Ia HY’KHO OBbITh IPUIVPIUBON IO MEJIOYEH.

— Tak 3HauuT, TH U €CTH Ta, YTO KJET MEHS B Jiecy?

— Heyxemnu Tbl TOJILKO YTO 3TO MOHs1Ia?!

— 41 He ObUTa yBepeHHa B CBOMX jiorajkax. Korja Mbl yxe Hau-
HEM OXOTUThCAA? — COPOCUIIA 51 B TIPEBKYILIEHUH YerO-TO BEJU-
KOrO.

— JIig Havaaa Hay4yuch XOOUTh KaK MOKHO THIIIE, CIIbIIIATH
KaK MOKHO JIaJibllie, ¥ TIepecTaHb O0SAThCS, a TO s TeOs ydysia
32 KWJIOMETP! — C 3TUMU CJIOBAMU OHA CHOBA HETPOMKO 3acMe-



SI1ACh.

— Ilonoxau, 4To 3HAYUT, yuysiia 3a KUJIoMeTp?

— 4 — Bammnup!

— Yro?! — omapaiiieHo Mpou3Hecna si.

XOTs1 y MeHsI IaBHO yke ObUIM MOA03PEHHSI TI0 STOMY MOBOLY.

— Ho kaxk TbI TOT/12 MOXEITh OBITH 3HAKOMOU YUHTEJIsI, OHA Ke
OXOTHUTCS Ha Bac?

— Yo Te6s yausiseT Oosbiie? Yto s Bammup wim uyro Pomana
CO MHOM o01iaercsi? — ¢ yIbIOKo# cripocriia Muppa.

— Ecnui yecTHO, ¥ TO, 1 ipyroe! OObsICHU, pa3Be TaKOE MOXET
OBITH?!

PasBe Thl MOKelb MOWTH MPOTHUB cede MOT0OHbBIX ?

— Hy, HauHEM c TOro, 4to 1 He pOAWIACh BAMIIMPOM, a CTa-
Jla UM 4yepe3 yKyc! 3HAUuT, s «IOTYKPOBKA», a «IOJTYKPOBOK»
OHU HE OYEHb-TO M KAJTYIOT, CYUUTAs] HAC HUBIIIMMHU CYILIECTBAMU,
HO He M0cJIe Jiofier! — nocneiHo (ppa3y OHa MPOU3HECIIA C Ka-
KOHN-TO HEMOHSITHOM TOPIOCTHIO.

— Heyxenu oHM HACTONBKO HEHABUIAT Hac? — cOpocuia s
C YIUBJIEHUEM, XOTS MPEKPacHO 3HajIa OTBET.

Ona ycMexHyJ1ach:

— Henasugar?! Her, oHM cuyuTaioT Bac BCEro JMINb CJ1a00-
BOJIbHBIMU U OeCcXpeOeTHBIMU CO3/IaHUSIMU, TOTOBBIMHU Ha CaMbIe
HU3KHE TOCTYIKU pajid MaTeprajibHBIX Oyar, a HEHaBUISAT OHU
OXOTHHUKOB!

— H-0-0... nonyyvaercs, Tl pUCKYyelllb, IOMOTasi MHE... — 5
COCPEAOTOYEHHO MTOCMOTPEJIA Ha JIEBYIIIKY.



— PUCK, KOHEYHO, €CTh, HO KOI/Ia pe4ub UAET O MECTH, OH YXO-
JIMT Ha BTOPOU TUIAH, U ThI YXe He oOpariaelib Ha 9TO BHUMA-
Hus! Y moToM BaMIup BaMImupa He TPOHET, €CJTU TOT, KOHEUHO,
He yObET cede nmogooHoro! Jla 1 yx 60JIbHO CUIIBHO XOYETCs TI0-
00IaThCs ¢ UX TOBeuTeNeM? — CKa3aia OHa C eXUJHOM YIIbIO-
KOW, Ty1a3a e€ OyiecHyIu.

— C Jlekcom?!

OHa ¢ y1uBiIeHHEM TOCMOTpEJIa HA MEHS U CIIPOCUJIA:

— A TBI OTKY/1a 3Haeub O HEM?

— CkaxeM, Tl He €TUHCTBEHHAsI, KTO XOUYeT C HUM MOOOIIaTh-
cs1! — s ObLIA pajia, YTO XOTh B TOM CMOIJIA YIUBUTD €€.

— 3HauuT, ¥ Te0sI C HUM CBSI3bIBAET MeCTh ? — cripocuiia Muppa
CEPbE3HBIM TOHOM.

— Em¢ kakas mects! Pa3zBe Pomana Hudyero He roBopuia
10 3TOMY TOBOAY ? — YIMBUJIACH £I.

— Her. Pomana, kak mpaBuiio, He MOCBAIAET HUKOTO B CBOU
IUIaHBl, OHA TOJIKO paclpedessieT PO U AaET KOHKPETHBIE 3a-
JIlaHWsl, BCE OCTAJILHOE Jenaer cama. Mo€ 3agaHue — 3TO TBOE
oOyueHue.

— 4 mymana, oHa pacckasaia Tede BCE B MOAPOOHOCTSIX. A OT-
Ky/la TOrJja Thl €€ 3Haelllh? — MHE JIECTBUTENILHO ObLIIO MHTEpPEC-
HO y3HaTh Oonbliie 00 310l Pomare.

— DTa JaBHSAS UCTOPHS, TIOJHAS TIeYaIbHBIX MOMEHTOB U KO-
POTKUX MpoOJeckoB pagoctu. B obiiemM, eciv oHa Mmocyurtaer
HYKHBIM, PACCKakeT BCE cama. .. — OTMaxHysnack Muppa, 4to Me-
HsI HEMHOT'O PaCcCTPOUJIO.



— JlamHo, 310 TBOE nMeno. Hy 4uto, MoxeT, HauHEM yuely, a To
MHE ITPOCTO He TEPNUTCA yBUAEThCA ¢ Jlekcom! — ckazaia 1, mo-
TUpasi pyKH.

— Hy uro ), HauHEM! — C 3TUMHU CJIOBaMU OHA MOTYIIXJIA KO-
CTEP, KMHYB TYy/AA 3EMJIM.

— JlJIg Havana OTBETh HA BONPOC: KaK OTJIMYMUTh BamIupa
OT YeJIoBeKa? — OHa BOIPOCUTEJILHO TOCMOTpEJIAa HA MEHS.

4 3agymanace, HO HUKaKMX OTIIMYUTESIbHBIX IPU3HAKOB IPU-
BECTH HE CMOIJIA:

— Eciv yecTHO, NOHATHSA HE UMEIO !

— Hukak, ecyiv ToJIbKO Thl HE MOMMAENIb €ro 3a Tparne3ou! Xo-
TS €CTh MaJIEHbKOE OTIIMYME — 3TO [M1a3a! OHM HAMHOI'O CBeTIee
YeJIOBEUECKHUX, U €CIIU €ro pa3o3JInTh, OH JIONro cedsl He 3acTa-
BUT KAAaTh U TIOMEHSIET CBOIO YEJIOBEYECKYI0 BHEITHOCTh HA Ha-
CTOSIIIIYIO CYITHOCTb, — OHA YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— A KaK Ha CU€T YeCHOKa WJIM KpecTa?

— YecHOK — 31O mojHBIA Open! A Hacu€r Kpecra, He Oy-
JIeTb e Thl OeraTh 1O YJIUIle C KPECTOM U COBATh €ro KaxI0My
BCTpEYHOMY, TeOst

IIPOCTO MOTYT HEMPABUJIbHO MOHSATH, BE/Ib 51 IPaBa? — C 3TUMU
cioBaMu Muppa nocMoTpesia Ha MeHsl.

S npeacraBuia 3Ty KApTUHY U MHE CAMOM CTaji0 CMEIIHO.

— Hy BOT BuuIIIb, CAMO¥ CMEIITHO, a KaK Oy/IyT pearupoBaTh
monu?! Tak 4TO 3TOT cNOCOO pacno3HaHWs BaMIIpa OTMAAaeT,
TeM OoJiee, 9TO TOXe He MPaBUIbHOE TOHMMaHUe BaMITUPCKON
CYIIHOCTH B Haile BpeMsi! Bammupsl — 310 paca CyIiecTs, KOTO-



pbie TI0 MPUPOJHBIM U, B OOJIbIIEN CTETIeHU HEMOHSATHBIM, MPH-
YMHAM CTaJIA TEMH, KeM SIBJIstioTcs ceityac! Kak BooOiie oHu 1mo-
SIBUJIUCh B 3TOM MHPE, HUKTO He 3HAET, 3aTO MOJIHO JIETeH 1 U pa3-
JIMYHOTO poJa IOMBICIIOB. JIOCTOBEpPHO U3BECTHO JIUIIb OIHO: €C-
JI1 B3SITh CaMbIX IMEPBbIX MPAPOIUTENIC, OHU CHJIBHO OTJIMYa-
JICh OT HBIHEIITHETO MOKOJIEHH I, KaK0e HOBOE M MOCIIEyIolIee
BCE OOJIbIIIe ¥ OOJbIIE TPUCHIOCA0IMBATIOCh K HOBOMY MHPY. DTO
paHbllie, MHOTO JIeT Ha3a/l, UX MOKHO ObLJIO yOUTh OCUHOBBIM KO-
JIOM, KPECTOM U LIEPKOBHBIMU MpHUHAIEKHOCTAMU. Ceituac xe
€CTb TPY BapUAHTA UX YHUUYTOKEHUS: CHECTU TOJIOBY MEUOM, Ha-
HECTH y/ap B caMoe Cep/lle UM BhITALIUTh HAa COJIHEYHbIH CBET.
WX xoxka o4yeHb TOHKasl, OneiHast U He IePEHOCUT COJTHIIA, TaK
KaK OXOTHM, KOTOpPBIE OCTAIOTCA IMOC/e MONaJaHusl Ha HUX COJ-
HEYHBIX JIy4yel, OYeHb JI0JIr0 3a)KUBAIOT. BHINMUB KPOBU, €AUH-
CTBEHHOT'0 MCTOYHMKA UX CYILIECTBOBAHUSI, OHA CTAHOBUTCS 3HA-
YUTEJIBHO MUIOTHEH U HE CTOJIb NOAATIIMBEN K 0KOraM, HO BCE 3TO
BPEMEHHO. JTO KCTaTH, €IWHCTBEHHOE, UYTO B pace BamMIIMPOB
OCTaJIOCh HEU3MEHHBIM! XOTS TOXE 10 CUX MOP HE W3Y4YEHHBIN
(haxT, moueMy MMEHHO KPOBb SABJISETCS UX MCTOYHUKOM IUTA-
HUS$1, UTO B HEW TAKOTO COIEPKUTCS, UTO JI€IAeT BAMIIUPOB 3aBU-
CHMBbIMU Y XMIITHBIMU CO3/IaHUSIMU, TOTOBBIX pajid He€¢ yOUBaTh
BCEX, HE3aBUCUMO OT T0J1a, packl U Bo3pacrta! JlagHo, nepenaem
K CJIeyIolIe TeMe Halllero ypoka — 3To HalaJIeHue, XOTs He T10-
HUMalo, moueMy Obl Pomane He pacckaszarh 00 3TOM caMo¥, Beflb
OHA, KaK HU KaK OXOTHHUIIA, U e} JTydIiie 00 3TOM 3HaTh! — HEMHO-
r0 HEAOBOJIBHO MPOropopuia Muppa.



— Moxert ObITh, 103BaTh €€?

— Her. Camoe raBHOe, Kak 51 TeOe yke paccKasbiBajia — 3TO
BHE3aITHOCTh M cuja yaapa! Jlioboro Bammupa MOXHO YOUTh
HECKOJIbKMMHM CITIOCOOaMM: yJap B cepille, JUIIUTh TOJOBbI WU
BBITAIlIMTh HA COJIHIIE — 3TO Camble JEVCTBYIOIME BapUaHTHI!
Haspliie. ... — ¢ 3TUMU CIOBaMH JEBYIIKA 334yMajiach, HO HEHa-
JIOJITO, — M-M-M HY, YECHOK — 3TO BOOOIIe CKa3Ka U HEU3BECT-
HO KeM MpuayMaHHasA. Thl MOXeIb XOTh 0OMOTaThCsl UM C HOT
70 TOJIOBBI, HO pe3yJIbTata HUKOro He OyieT! BaMriuphl 4yBCcTBU-
TeJIbHBI BOOOIIIE KO BCEMY, TO €CTh €CJI ObITh TOYHEE, Y HUX
OYEHb XOPOIIO Pa3BUTHI BCe OpraHbl YyBCTB. UTO ObI HamacTh
Ha HEro, Hy)KHO Mepe/IBUraThCsl HACTOJBKO THUXO, YTOOBI Jlaxe
NTUIA, CUAAIIAS HA BETKE, HUYEro He 3arofo3pusia. 3Haelllb,
HY)XHO OBITh OITBITHBIM OXOTHHUKOM, HOBHYKaM 3/IeCh JIejaTh
Heuero! YecTHo roBops, 1axke MECTh He TIOMOXET TeOe, €CITN Thl
BIIEPBBIE TOIIJIa OXOTUTHCS HA HAC, TOHUMAEIIh?

— 41 Bc€ nonnmaio u 6ymy crapatbcsi BO BCEM!

— 51 pana! Janbine, BaMmupbl 00/1a/1a10T HETIOKUHHON CUJIOH,
Y YeM OH CTapilie, TeM U CWJIbI Y Hero Oosbliie. [loBenurtens Bam-
MIUPOB OYEHb CJ0XKHO youTh! JlagHo, OyeM roBOpuTh HAYMCTO-
TY U IPUBOJIUTh KOHKPETHBIE PUMEPHI. JIEKC sIB/IsieTCsl HOBEU-
TEJIEM BaMITMPOB, 3HAYUT OYEHb CUJIbHBIA, XUTPbIM, KOBAPHBIN,
’KE€CTOKUI UM He IAAUT HUKOro! YOUTh €ero MOXHO, TOJIBKO BbI-
TalllMB Ha COJTHEUHBIA CBET, YTO ClIeJaTh BOOOIIE HEBO3MOXKHO!
Hay4eHHbIII TOPbKMM OITBITOM TTOTHOIINX COPOAWYEH, OH CTall
BHHUMATEJIbHBIM, PEIIUTEIbHBIM U OYEHb OCTOPOKHBIM! Bee BaMm-



NUPBI 00JIAJAI0T TUITHO30M, M YeM BaMIHUp CTapilie, TeM U COOT-
BETCTBEHHO I'MITHO3 CWJIbHEN. A Tenepb npejactasb Jlekca nocie
CKa3aHHOTO. .. — OHA [IOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHs1, 0XKUasi KaKylo-TO pe-
aKI1IMI0, HO BBIPAKEHHUE MOETO JIMIA HUCKOJIBKO HE U3MEHUIIOCH,
OHO TO-TIPEKHEMY OBLJIO CEPbE3HBIM.

— 41 Bc€ paBHO 10 Hero 100epych, Yero Obl MHE 3TOTO HE CTO-
uio!

— KoneuHo, s1 cMory ObITh psiioM ¢ TOOOI M MOMOraTh Ka-
KOE-TO BpeMsi, HO UCKJIIOYMTENIbHO 0 HOYaM, cama MOHMMa-
errb! — OHa yJIBIOHYNIACh.

— Cniacu60, Muppa, 3a BCE, UTO ThI JJIsI MEHS JieJIaelllb U eIe
clienaelib, st 3TOro He 3a0yay! — mpoTsHyna s pyky.

Ona nocMmoTpena ¢ yauBJIEHUEM U, MPOTSHYB PyKY B OTBET,
C JIETKOM YJIBIOKOH MPOrOBOPHJIA:

— Hy, 1o 3aBTpa 1 Ha 3TOM Xe mecre!

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa Mbl yke HaYHEM 0x0Ty?! OHa KMBHYJIA TO-
JIOBOIA.

— Jo 3aBTpa! — ckazana s, crapasch UATH OECIIyMHO, Ha-
CKOJIBKO 3TO OBLIO BO3MOKHBIM.

VY0OpaB 3amucky, Jersia crnaTh Mo BleyaTieHUeM CEerOqHSIII-
Hewt Houn. Ho 4to camoe nHTEpecHOe — COBCeM 3a0bljia O CBOEM
yuHTesne U ¢ OOJBIIMM HETEPIIeHUEM JK1asia CIeAYyIomen Haren
BCTPEYH.



I'JIABA VII

IlepBas KpoBb

Bcrana okoso noiyaHs, BUAUMO STO U3-32 HOUHBIX ITOXOXK/Ie-
HUIA, HO BCE paBHO OBLIO pUATHO. Kak HU cTpaHHO, IoMa Kpo-
Me MeHsI HUKOTO He ObLIO, ¥ 3TO OBLIO XOPOIIel BO3MOKHOCTBIO
MooOIaThes ¢ yunuTesneM. Berana u romiia B BaHHY. BiiiounB
BOJIY U B3IB 3yOHYIO IIETKY, yKe cOOpaiach BHIIABUTH MACTY, KaK
yBUJEIA B OTPAXEHUN HEIOBOJILHOE JIUIIO YUWTEIS, M KaXKeTCs
s IOTa/IbIBaJIach MOYeMy.

— TloyeMy TBI CO MHOW He TOrOBOpWJIA, KOTJa MpHILia? —
CIPOCHUJIA OHA MEHSI CYPOBO.

— IIpoctu, s mpocTo ObUIA MON, BIIeYaTIeHUEM, TIOSTOMY CO-
BCEM 3a0bl1a O TeOe, U3BUHM. .. — ITOCJIE/IHEE CIIOBO S IPOU3HEC-
Jla KaK MOXHO JKaJIOCT/IMBEE.

OHa crierka ybIOHYJIach U CIIPOCHIIA:

— Hy, kak te6e Muppa?

— NuTepecHas, a 4to? — ¢ STUMU CJIOBAMH 5 CTajla YUCTUTD
3yOBl.

—ITpocTo MOOOMBITHO, YTO THI AyMaelllb O Hel, 1a 1 000 BCEM,
9TO y3HAJIA.

[TporosiockaB poT ¥ BHITEPEB TOJIOTEHIIEM CHIPOE JIMIIO, CKa-



3ana:

— [loka He 3Hap.... OHa KOE-YTO pacckas3aja O BaMIUpax,
0 TOM, KaK yOMBaTh, KaK HaraaaTh Ha HAX, 4ero OOSAThCS, a Yero
HeT. XOTsl CTPaHHO, OHA K€ TOXE BaMIIUP... pa3B€ MOXET OIMH
MOWTH MPOTUB Jipyroro? Pa3Be y HUX HET TAaKOro MOHATHUS Kak
poacteo?

— TBOW BOIPOC BIOJIHE CIPABEAJIUB, HO €€ TOXKE MOXHO IMO-
HSITh, OHA HE IO CBOel BoJjie cTaja uM. Kak u GONbIIMHCTBO MM0-
JYKPOBOK, OHa ObUIa BBIHYK/IEHAa TOWTH Ha 3TOT IIAr, TaK Kak
He Bujea apyroro Beixoga. C Tex mop ew Tak ke, Kak U To-
60i1, nBHKeT MecTh. Eciu He OTOMCTUTh, OHa MPOCTO Pa3bect
W3HYTPU, TIO3TOMY 51 M TOTOBIIO TeOsl, YTOOBI M Thl TOKBUTAJIACH
32 CMEpThb MOJPYTHU, — C STUMU CJIIOBAMHM OXOTHHUIIA TOCMOTpPENA
Ha MeHs. B e€ ma3ax Oputo OECIOKOWCTBO M TPEBOTA, BIIEPBBIE
3a Bc€ 310 BpeMs. Ho s Torna u He nmogo3peBasia, YTo CKpbIBa-
JIOCh 32 3TUM B3IVII0OM, [TI03TOMY IPUHUMAJIa BCE, YTO OHA Io-
BOpWJIA U JieJiasia JJIsi MEHs 32 YUCTYI0 MOHETY, XOTsI MOsI UHTY-
VLA U BHYTPEHHEE «sI» NEPUOAUYECKHA CONPOTUBIISINCS, ITbI-
Tasich 10 MeHs1 Joctydarbess. C camoro Hadasia 1o Obuia XOpo-
110 CIUIAHUPOBAaHHAS UTPa, B KOTOPOH 51 OKa3aJlaCh BCETO JIMIIIb
MEIIKON TS MOCTHKEHUS [TOCTABJIEHHBIX TIEEN.

— Cypns4 no BceMy, Thl XOpouIo €€ 3Haenb. OTkyaa?

— DTO0 K Jiesly He OTHOCUTCsI! — MOCIIe 3TUX CJIOB OHa CHOBA
CTaJla CypOBOM.

«Yto 32 TaitHb? BOKpYr HUKTO HMYErO HEe XOYeT pacCcKasbl-
BaTh», — IPOHECIIOCH B I'OJIOBE.



— ITouemy Torzma oHa O CUX IOP HE OTOMCTHJIA EMY? — CIIPO-
CHJIa S C yIUBJIEHWEM, He oOpaliiasi BHUMaHUsI Ha €€ OTKa3.

— Tet gymaerib, 310 Tak npocto. E€ oonmuunk — Jlekc! [lo Hero
noOpaTthcsi HeBO3MOKHO. Ho oHa Mosozenl. 3Haelb, CKOJTbKUX
BaMIKPOB OHa yousa 3a 310 Bpemsi? He onHy cotHio! E€ nmaxe
npo3Baiu «bapBon», 4YTO O3HAYaeT «BHE3AMHOCTh». OHa Bce-
rJa NOSIBJISIETCS HEOKUAAHHO, U3 HUOTKYJA, U HAHOCUT TOYHBIN
yaap. Ceituac Ha He€ 0OBSIBJIEHa OXOTa, KaKk M Ha MHOTUX U3 €€
Kpyra.

$1 ObLa yauBIeHa.

— Hacuér BHe3anmHOCTH, 3TO sl TOYYBCTBOBAJIA Ha ce0e, HO T0-
HATHS HE UMeJia O TOM, YTO OHa youBaeT cebe mogoOHbx! OHa
KOHEYHO paccKazajia O TOM, YTO €CIM BaMIHp YObET BaMIMpa,
TO HAa HETO OXOTATCSA, HO £1... U HE MPEACTaBIsIa, 4To OHA. .. HY,
Takasi! A mouemy MCTUT UMeHHO Jlekcy, uto oH caenan? U Bo-
o0I111e, CKOJIbKO €My JIeT, €CJIU €i JIBECTH, & OH CUYMTAETCS CAMBIM
CTapbIM BaMIMpPoM? — U3 MEHSI TIOCHINAIUCh BOIIPOCHI.

Yuurenb ycMexXHy1ach:

— Yro cpenan eit JIekc, 00 3TOM OHa pacCKa)er cama, eciu
MOCUUTAET HYKHBIM, a Ha CYET CAMOT0 CTapOro BamIupa, OH Ta-
KOBbIM He sBJsiercs! [Io Hero npaBuii oTell, a 10 HEero e — KTO
Ha camoM Jeje Obut cTapsiM. Ecn He ommbaiock, emy ObLIO. .. —
C 3TUMH CJIOBaMU OHA 3a/1yMaJiach, YTO-TO MOACUUTHIBAS, HO CITY-
CTSI KaKOe-TO BpeMsl MPOJAOJIKUIA — ...eMy OBLIO, JIB€ THICSUU
CEMbCOT CEMBAECAT MATH JIET, KAK-TO TakK !

— Ocpurers!



— Bor Tebe u camMBbIii cTaphiid... — CO CMEXOM CKa3ajia OHa.

— Tlocnymaire, y4yurtenb, s TIe-TO 4YMTaNId, YTO BaMIIUPbI
He 0TOPACHIBAIOT TEHH, 3TO MpaBaa’? — BAPYT BCIIOMHMIIA S1.

— la 310, IpaBaa, HO pa3Be Muppa Tede 00 STOM eIié He CKa-
3asa’?

Sl mokavasia ronoBoM, rOBOPSI TEM CaMbIM «HET». S yBuaena
Ha €€ JMLIe yIMBJIEHUE, U OHA IIPOrOBOPUJIA:

— CTpaHHO, Yk 00 3TOil 0COOEHHOCTH OHA JIOJKHA ObLIa yIIo-
MSIHYTh B IIEPBYIO OUY€pe/Ib, XOTsI MOXKET ObITh MPOCTO 3a0bLa, —
YJIBIOHYJIACh OHA.

— Bbl, KOHEYHO, Ha MEHs1 He 3JIUTeCh, HO s Obl XOTena Io-
€CTb, €CJIV Bbl HE BO3paxaeTe? — C 3TUMU CJIOBAMH 5 IOCMOTpEa
Ha HEE HEMHOI'O BUHOBATO.

— Koneuno! Ito Benp 5 — IyX ¥ MHE HE HyXHa ef1a, a TeOe
HEOOXOIUMO eCThb, UTOOBI Habupatbes cuil. Keratu, Mosxenb mo-
JIO)KUTh HA KYXOHHBIN CTOJI 3€PKaJIbLIE M MTPOIOIKATh OJHOBPE-
MEHHO OOIIAThCS U, KOHEYHO ke, Tpane3HN4aTh, — TPOroBOpuiia
OHA yUYTHBO.

3arem OHa MCY€e3a, a 5, 3alpPaBUB KPOBaTh U OJEBILNUCH, I10-
IJa HA KyXHIO. 3HaeTe, XOTeJoCh, YTOObl CKOpee HACTYIWIIa
Houb. Kaxaplii pa3, mpoxoasi MUMO OKOH, HEBOJIbBHO CMOTpEa
B CTOPOHY JIECa, B IPEABKYIIEHUH YErO-TO HEBEpOATHOrO. Ilo-
CTaBUB I'PETHCS YAUHUK U IOCTaB U3 XOJIOAWIBHUKA MACJIO U ChIP,
ceJia 3a CTOJI M CTaJla JKJaTh, YEro caMa He 3HaJia.

S cxopee xorena oromctuth 32 CoHO. 3a CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO
u pognyio Conio! Ilouemy-To MHE Ka3aJl0Ch, a TOUHEE HE JaBaJla



TIOKOSI MBICJIb, YTO OHa ObLIa xuBa. Ho ciioBa yuutess, 4rto oHa
crana Bamnmpowm, 1o ects He Tor COHEH, KOTOPYIO 5 3HaJIa paHb-
e, MeHs nmyranu. Yro genars? YTo eil ckazarh, KOrja BCTpeuy
e€? Kak ona mocmotput Ha meHs1? Benp s e€ Opocuna. S1 HUKak
HE CcMoIJIa el moMoub. TONMbKO TOT/IA 51 TIOHSIAa BCIO CBOIO Oec-
IIOMOLHOCTb U MOKJISJIACh OTOMCTUTH 3a Hee. Llena Mectn MeHsa
He MHTepecoBasa. §l Oblla rOTOBA 3aIUIATUTh JaKe CaMYIO BbICO-
Kylo — ku3Hb! { pemmna, Bo 4To Obl TO HU CTAJO, KAK MOXHO
ckopee 1o0patbes A0 Jlekca v BepHYTh e€, Kakoil Obl OHa He Obl-
na. OOpaTHO B peasTbHOCTb BEPHYJI CBUCTOK 3aKHIEBINETO Yaii-
HuKa. S BcTana, cxonusia B KOMHATy, IPUHEC/Ia 3epKaJbLe U, M0-
CTaBUB €ro mnepej coOoil, HamuiIa B Oeyl0 KpYXKKY MOJIOYHbIN
yiyH 0e3 caxapa.

A nepxana e€ B pykax, KOrja BHE3alHO I10SIBUJIACh OXOTHULIA!

— Thbl, HaBepHOE, C HETepNEeHUeM KIEUIb HOUU? — CIpOCUIIa
OHA C KaKOM-TO €XUTHOM YJILIOKOM.

— la, — ¢ 9TUMU CIOBaMH 5 IPOTJIOTHIIA Kycouek Oytepopona
C CBIPOM.

— Kora MHe OBbIIO CTOJBKO 3Ke, CKOJIBbKO Tebe ceiuac, MeHst
BIIEPBbIE OTIIPaBWJIM Ha OXOTY, U S TOKE HE MOIJIA JIOKAAThCS
HOYM. .., — KaK-TO 33lyMUYHMBO MTPOrOBOPHUJIA YUUTEb.

— A THI TOMHHIIIb TIEPBOTO YOUTOrO Bammupa?!

— Heyxemu Tebe 3TO M MpaBaa MHTEPECHO? — MO-I00pPOMY
YJIBIOHYJIACh OHA.

— Koneuno!

— Ia, nomsio! [ToBeps, Takoe He 3a0biBaetcs! [lepBas KpoBb



yOMTOro Bammupa 3TO 4TO-TO ToTpsicaoiiee! Thl CIOBHO mO-
HUMaellb, YTO POXKJAECHA TOJIBKO JJIs 0XOThI! S MOMHIO MepByIO
’KEPTBY HACTOJILKO XOPOIIIO, YTO He 3a0y/1y yXke... HUKOIJA. . .

D710 OBUT MOJIOION BaMITHP, HO YK€ OueHb ONBITHbIA. OH ObLT
KpacuB, 4epTOBCKM KpacuB! Tak Kak s ObljIa emié CoOBceM IOHOM,
TO MPH pelIalIeM yaape MmocMoTpesia B ria3a. A ommOKy Io-
HslJIa TOJIbKO TOT/IA, KOTJIa OH, BHIXBATUB U3 MOMX PYK MeU U BbI-
KHMHYB €ro, Mpxay K cede HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHO, YTO 51 OTYETIIH-
BO [TI0YYBCTBOBAJIA XOJIOJIOK, UCXOASIINNA OT €ro Koxku. OH cMOT-
peJ Ha MeHsl, CJIOBHO TMITHOTA3UPOBAJI CBOMM YapyIOLIUM B3IJIs1-
noM. S He Moria nomeBeuThes. [ToTHOCTHIO Oblia B €ro BIacTH.
Boske, a koraa oH 3aroBopuJi, Oblla FOTOBa HE TOJIBKO PacTasiTh
B OOBSITBSIX, HO M OTAATh BCE, UTO y MeHsI ObUIO!

— Tl cTOTH MOJIONA ¥ XOPOIIIa, HEYKeU TeOe HPABUTHCS ITO
y’KacHOE 3aHsITUe? — CIIPOCUJT OH, HE CBOJIA IJIa3.

Sl naxe He MbITaIACh BIPBATHCA:

— Jla. 51 ouniam 3TOT MUP OT TAKUX KAK THI.

OH Kak-TO 3araJIouHO YJIBIOHYJICS U OJHOW PYKOW pa3Bsi3ajl
HakuAky. OHa crieTesna ¢ MeHsl, OrojiuB Iijieun u 1ero. Kak omnec-
HyJu ero ra3a! OH cierka npuKycus HUKHIO ry0y, 3aTeM Mej-
JIEHHO TIePeBEN B3IJISI/T HA MEHSI M BCE TAaKUM Ke «OapXaTHBIM»
rOJIOCOM MPOTOBOPHIL:

— A Kakue Mbli?

[TomHI0, 51 HEMHOTO pacTepsijiach, KOrJa OH CIIPOCHJI 00 3TOM,
HO BCE € Halllla YTO OTBETUTH:

— BbI xectokue, 0e3KaJOCTHBIE U... — S HE MOIJIA TOJIO-



OpaTh MOAXOASAIIEe CIIOBO. .. — OeCCepPICUHBIE. .. — ITOYTH IIIETNO-
TOM TTPOTOBOPHJIA, CJIOBHO 0O0SJ1ach, YTO HAC YCIIBIIIAT.

OH ocTaBajicss HEBO3MYTHUMbIM, HO Ha €ro JMLE MOsSBUIACH
NIErKasi yaploka:

— Jla 310 TaK, HO He Bce, ObIBAIOT U XyKe. Bbl, OXOTHMUKH, TO-
e He 6e3 rpemka! M Tebe He KakeTcs1, 9To Bbl HAIOMUHAETE Hac,
BaMIMPOB, CBOMMH [TOBAKAMHU, TOBEJJCHUEM U KECTOKOCTbIO, a7

— MBsI He Takue!

— Bui xyxe! — moGaBu oH.

— Ho nouemy? — cripocuiia 1, He 4yBCTBYSl K HEMY CTpaxa.

— Baatb xots1 661 Hac ¢ ToOo#. Pa3Be, moiimaB Bammupa, Oy/b
ThI OIBITHEH, CTana Obl TaK JT0OE3HUYaTh, Kak 51 ¢ Todon? Her,
ThI ObI CHecs1a MHe TosioBy! Pa3Be He Tak?

— Ja, s1 ObI He cTasia MoOe3HNYATh U OTTSTUBATH CMEPTh, BIIO-
BOJIb MOM3/IEBABIIKCh, KAK 3TO JIeJIaelllb Thl, TEM CaMbIM IOCTY-
naelib KeCTO- KO M0 OTHOIIEHHUIO KO MHE 1 BOOOIIIE K KOMY-TH00
apyromy, TeOe He KaxkeTrcsi? 3aueM My4YUTh CBOIO KEepPTBY, €CIIH
MOKHO JIMIIUTD €€ KU3HU OBICTPO M Oe3 cTpafgaHuii?! — BO MHE
KUIIEJa 3710CTh.

— Kakas Tel KpacuBas MU anneTuTHasi, KOrja 3/1vUIbCs. .., —
C 3TUMHM CJIOBAMU OH TPUXKAJ MEHsI enieé OnKke —...d MOoTOM
KTO CKazal, 4To s coduparoch Teds1 youBarsh? S mpocTo BHIITBIO
TBOIO KPOBb M OTIYIIY.... JI0 CUX TIOp yAMBIISIIOCH, KK Thl TaKast
XpYIKasi U HeXXHasl JepKUIIb B PyKax Takoe opyaue youiicrsa?
He Tskemno m? — cripocu OH, HajicMeXasich HaJIo MHOM.

S1 He ycniena OTBETUTD, O3a1 MOCIBIIIAJICS eHIE€ OJUH MYX-



CKOM ToJIoC:

— BuxkoHT, ThI, KaK Bcerga, urpaeus ¢ enqon? Korga yxe Ha-
YUHIIIbCS JIENaTh BCE, KaK HYKHO?

OxkasbiBaeTcs, 3TOro Bamnupa 38ajiu BUkont. OH noBepHyJcs
K CBOEMY «TOBApUIILy», HO MEHSI U3 OOBATHI HE BBIITYCTHII, YTO
CHJIHHO YTUBIIIO. YBHJIEB €ro coOpara, st OblJTa HEMHOT'O HAITyTa-
Ha. DTO ObUT BBICOKHIA, XOPOIIIO CJOKEHHBIN BAMIIUP, KOTOPOMY
TI0 YeJIOBEYECKMM MepKam ObUIO JIeT TPUAIATh-TPUALATH TISITh.
OH BeiisAnen crapuie Bukonra. C B3bepOLIEHHBIMUA BOJIOCAMU
Y BBITSIHYTHIM OJIETHBIM JIUTIOM. YTO TIepBBIM OPOCHIIOCH B I71a3a,
TakK 3TO €ro B3MJIsi/] — IMKUI 1 HEHOpMaJibHbIN. OH pa3roBapuBal
¢ BukoHTOM, HO cMOTpes Ha MeHs rojoaHbiMu riazamu. Cynst
1o Bcemy, 00a eie He eJu.

— INocnymay, Ilar, g nemaio co cBoeu €101, BCE YTO 3axX04y,
U TeOs1 9TO He NOKHO uHTepecoBarh. [IpoBamBait! Uim cede
NiepeKyc B APYroM MecTe, — OTBETHIT 037I00JIeHHO BUKOHT.

C HUM OH He OBl Tak JI00e3€eH, Kak co MHOU. Ero riasa BbI-
PaxaJIn 3710CTh U HEMOHATHYIO MOKA eLIE 11 MEHSI HEHABUCTD. 1
TIOHsJIa, YTO OHU JIPYT APYra, MIrKO CKa3aTh, HEIOMOOIMBAIH.
[Nar cran MeayieHHO TPUOTMKATHCS K HAM:

— Bukonr, npyxwine, otnail e€ mae. Tebe HUUEro He CTOUT
NoiiMaTh HOBYIO IEBUOHKY, a? Bexap s crapiie 1ebs, a co crap-
MU T10JIaraeTcsl AeJIUThCA.

4 Tak ucnyranack, YTo BUKOHT OTAaCT MEeHs eMy, UTO, 3a0biB
PO TO, C KeM CTOsiIa PSJOM, HEBOJIBHO OOXBATHJIAa €ro JIByMs
PYKaMH M ITpUKaJiach, KAk MOKHO CHJIbHEE. BUKOHT OBEpHYJICS



B MOIO CTOPOHY U CJIeTKa YCMEXHYJICS, a IJ1a3a ero u3ayJain Ka-
KYIO-TO TeIJIOTY. 3aTeM BbIpaXX€HUE ero JIMIa U3MEHUIIOCh, OHO
CTaJIo 3JIbIM U, OBEPHYBIIUCH B cTopoHy Ilara, KpukHy:

— Youpaiicsa! au u cam uiu cede eny! 3mech Kaxaplid cam
3a ceOs M TO, YTO Thl HE MOXEIIb IMOMMaTh ceOe Aake KpPbICY —
910 TBOM TIpoOsemMsl! Tyt Iar cram MEHSIThCS, KIIBIKU BBIPOCIIH,
U3 TJ1a3 MPOCTO JIMIaCh HEHABUCTh, N30 PTa TEeKJa CJIOHA, U OH
OXPUIMIIIUM TOJIOCOM MPOIIUIIE:

— 4 mpocun no-xopomemMy, Tel oTkazaicsa! 4 pacckaxy npu
aBope, 4To y TeOs1 moOoBb ¢ oxoTHMKOM! Ho TonbKO mocrie Toro,
Kak Mpoyuy TeOs1, MOKaxXy Kak He OTYMHATHCS CTapIuM, a 3a-
TeM UCIIPOOYI0 Ha BKYC TBOIO MOJPYXKKY! — C STUMU CJIOBaMU OH
IIPBITHYJT U BBITYCTHJI KOI'TH B CTOPOHY BUKOHTA.

$1 OpUTa HACTOJIBKO HAIyTaHa, YTO He IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OH
OTTOJIKHYJT MeHsl. Ero nmiio crano npeodpaxarbest. Kitbiku BbI-
POCITH, ¥ CaM, KaK MHE M0Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAJI BbIIIE.

— Cuiu 1 He BBICOBBIBAICS ! — KMHYJI B MOIO CTOPOHY, a 3aTeM,
oOparasice K Ilary, mpopbrdan, — a ¢ TOOOU MBI ceifuac MoroBo-
puM. ¢ Hayuy TeOs MOAUMHATHCS BJIACTH U 3aKOHaM !

BUKOHT mnpbIrHyJ, B3METHYBHIMCh BBepX. SI W mogymarhb
HE MOIJIa, YTO BAMITUPBI HA Takoe criocoOHbI. [TpaBUIbHO OH CcKa-
3aJ1, KOTJIa Ha3BaJl «HEOIBITHOM», OKA3bIBAETCS, TO UTO paccKa-
3bIBAJI OTEIl, ITO OBLIO JIaJIeKO He BCE. 51 cripsitaiack 3a JepeBoM
¥ cTasa HabmoaaTh OMTBY ABYX BammupoB. OHU BUENUJIUCH IPYT
B JIpyra npsiMo B BO3IyXe, a 3aTeM 00a pyXHYJIU C TAKON CHJIOH,
9TO 51 TMOYYBCTBOBAJA JIETKYIO JIPOXb, MPOOEKABIIYIO TIO 3eM-



ne. KiryObl IbUTH MOAHSIMCH BOKPYT. S TOJIBKO M ycrieBasia, uTo
CMOTPETbh, KTO B KaKyI0 CTOPOHY OTJIeTas OT yIapos. S ciblmana
LIMIIEHUE U KPUKHU. DTO HACTOIBKO MEHs HAIlyrajo, 4To Ha Ka-
KOE-TO MTHOBEHME 1 3aKpbUla Ila3a, a KOIna OTKpbUIA, TO IO-
HslJla, 9TO cepiiieM Oblla TOJNBKO 3a BukonTa! butBa mponoin-
’kanack. [lar ObLT crITbHEE, 9TO OBUIO 3aMETHO HEBOOPYKEHHBIM
I71a30M. ITO U Iyrajo. I xorenaa noMoub CBOEMY HOBOMY JpYry,
HO 4eM U Kak He 3Hasa! Ilar cxBarui BukoHra 3a miero u, npu-
’aB K JIEpPEBY, 3T00OHO IPOrOBOPHUI:

— Hy 4r0, 10 cux nop, cuMraenp, 4To Tl IpaBs?

— Xouy Te0s1 pa30o4apoBarh, HO... a! — ¥ C STUMU CIIOBaMU
BUKOHT cO Bcero pazmaxa ygapuil €ro pyKou C JUIMHHBIMU KOT-
TAMM, oLlaparas JULO. TOT cXBaTUIICA 32 HETO U IPOLIMIIEN:

— D710 TEbe ¢ pyK He COMNET, TaIEHbIIIIII!

OH nofHs1 ¢ 3eMIM 00IOMOK A€PEBa, 3aMaXHYBIINCH, YAAPUIT
BukoHTa C Takol CHJIOH, 4TO TOT OTJIETE] METPOB Ha JIBajLIATh
¥ NIOTePsAJI CO3HaHMe. 51 3Hasa, YTO €CJIM HE BMEIIAICh, OH €ro
yObET. BrisiapiBasich B TEMHOTY, MBITATIACH HAUTHA Me4, KOTOPBIT
BuKoHT Kyna-To BHIKMHYJ. Bopyr Heaneko ot cebs yBuena me-
TaJUTMYECKH OJecK.

«Meu!»

A Bupena, kak Ilar momomeéen k BUKOHTY U, 3aMaxHyBIIUCH,
KPUKHYJI:

— Iporuan, xxankuii Tpyc, Thl HE JOCTOMH Ha3bIBAThCS BAMIIM-
pom!

— He cmen ero Tporath, NOAOHOK ! — KPUKHYJIA 51, TEM CAMbIM



oOparuia Ha ce0s1 BHUMaHME.

[ar noBepHyJCS U C yAUBJIEHUEM YCTaBUJICS Ha MEHSI. DTOro
OBUIO JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI HAHECTH PEIAIOIIUI yaap.

— IlepBbiii pa3 BUKY, YTOOBI €12 3alMIIaa oXoT. .. — Bammnup
HE yCIIeJ JOTOBOPUTD, Kak JISI3THY/ Mey, U rosiosa [lara cnerena
C TUIeY, XJIbIHYJIAa KPOBb, U TEJIO, yTaBIliee Ha3eMb, PACTBOPUIIOCH
Ha I1a3ax.

Sl BUAMMO HACTOJIBKO YBJIEKJIACh, YTO HE 3aMETWJIA, KaK I0-
noien BukoHr.

— Huuero ce6e! Twl ciacna MHe xu3Hb! f... mepen Todou
B JI0JITy! — MPOrOBOPUJI OH, TIOJIOKUB PYKY Ha Tpydb, U B 3HAK
6J1aroqapHOCTY MPEKJIOHUI TOJIOBY.

Ero n1uiio cHOBa cTasio MpeKHUM, I71a3a CBETWIUCh, OH YJIbl-
Oasicst ¥ CMOTpeJ, He OTPBIBASICh HA MEHSI, YTO HEMHOTO CMYIIIa-
70. OT TakoOro CWJILHOTO BCIUIECKA aJpeHayiiHa s oOeccuiena,
MeY BbINaj U3 PyK.

— A THI TOBOPHIIIb, YTO 51 HEONBITHAS U Cc1adasl. ..

— Ja... mpaBiy roBopsT, 4YTO KpacoTta — cTpaiiHas cuia. 51
JIaKe caM, €CJTM YeCTHO, HEMHOT'O MCITyTaJICsl, KOr/ia yBUEN TeOs,
6eryiyio ¢ meyom! Kak TouHO HaHecna yaap, TOJbKO. .. TOJIBKO
JKaJIb YTO ThI... HE BAMIIUP, Thl MHE. .. OUY€Hb IOHPABUJIACh. .. —
C 9TUMHU CJIOBAMU OH TIOJIONIEN BIUIOTHYIO, OOHSUT IBYMSI pyKaMuy
Y TIPOIIIENTAa:

— Ocragaiicst co mHO#! {1 cienaro Te0s1 OMHOM U3 HaC, U THI YKe
HUKOTa He Oyaerib oxOTuThcs Ha Hac! Tel Oynerib OXOTUTHCS
BMecTe ¢ Hamu! §l ObuIa MOMHOCTHIO B €r0 BIACTH, KaK B MEPBBIH



pas, Korjga oH OOHSIL.

Kak nmoctynuts aasnbiiie, He MeNa HU MaJIeHIIero npeacTaB-
Jenus1. S OblIa poxkJeHa B ceMbe OXOTHMKA. Bcio Moo co3Ha-
TeJIbHYIO )KU3Hb YUWIIM TOJIBKO OIHOMY: YOUBAaTh BAMITUPOB. YUTO
CKa3zaJi Obl OTell, I/l U ero Jig/1, eciiv Obl yBuae M Bc€ 3107 Cruii-
KOM OBICTPO OH CTaJI /IS MeHsI BAXXHBIM CYITIECTBOM, U 9TO OBLIO
10xo. MeHs MpuBJeKa He ero BHEIIHOCTh, a TO, YTO TauJIOCh
BHYTpU. [Ipy OMHOM HarlieM NpUKOCHOBEHUH 00a MOYyBCTBOBA-
v npuTsikenue. Koraa s nprskaniack K Hemy, ychblinana OneHue
cepaua. OHO OMIJIOCH CHIOKOWHO, ME/IJIEHHO, HE CMOTpSI Ha €ro
3JI0CTh M HEHABUCTb. B 93TOM BamMmupe st 4yBCTBOBajIa pOHOE CY-
IIECTBO, & 3TO O3HAYAJIO, YTO KU3Hb O€3 Hero He umesna Obl HU-
Koro cMmbicia. [louyBCTBOBaB pa3, Thl K€ HUKOI/IA HE CMOXEIllb
3TOTO 3a0bITh. ..

— 51 He mory..., IPOCTH... — C STUMHU CJIOBAMU OTCTYMUJIa
OT HEro Ha I1ar, a OH U He BO3paxaJl, TOJIbKO C yIWUBJIEHUEM I1O-
CMOTpEJ U CIIPOCHIL:

— Ho nouemy? Yro tebe memaer? Wmu. .. k1o TeOe Mermaet?

— Ionumaeriib, Mbl C TOOOH CIUIIKOM pa3Hble. TBOSI ceMbsi
HUKOT/Ia MEeHsI He TIPUMET, 51 yOuIIa OIHOTO U3 BalllUX U cOOMpa-
nach youts 1e0si! I — oXOTHUK, Thl — Bamrup! DTO ke OYeBUI-
HO... MBI HE MOXeM ObITh BMeCTe! — C STUMU CJIOBAMU sI TOJHSIA
C 3eMJIM M€Y, U CTajla BBITUPATh €ro CIENUaIbHON TPSATIOYKOU.
4l mpocTo X0Tena yCroKouTh ce0st U CBOE cepiiie, KOTopoe ObLIo
TOTOBO BBIPBAThCS U3 TPYIU, YTOOBI IOKa3aTh 0OpaTHOE.

— Hy n grto! Bc€, 4ro THI cenyac ckasasa, He UMEET HUKAKO-



ro 3HaueHud g MeHsa! MHe 1uieBaTh, 4TO CKaKeT CEMb, a TO,
uto TH yowa [lara, Tak 310 npaBuibHO! Y MOJIOBUHBI BAMITUPOB
Ha Hero pyku yecanuch. Ocranbcsi co MHOU. § mpoiny 1eds! —
OH TOAOIIEN OJTMKeE U, B3B MeU M3 PYK, BOTKHYJI €r0 B 3eMJTIO.

— Ot 3eMJM Jie3BUE TYIIeeT. .. — IPOroBOpuJIa 1, CMOTPSI B IJ1a-
3a, KOTOpBIe ObLTM IIBETa MOPS M Takue Oe3[0HHBIE, UTO, TS
B HUX, MOXHO OBbLJIO YTOHYTb.

— 1 cxoxky ¢ yMa, s Ha 1e0s! PaHbilie s HUKOra He uc-
TIBITHIBAJT MTOJJOOHBIX YYBCTB U SMOIIMIA, HO ceifyac. .. s He 3Halo,
YTO CO MHOUW MPOUCXOAMT... MHE XOueTcs B3JIeTETh JO CaMOu
JIyHbI ¥ 1TO11IEJTOBaTh €€ B OJIar0IapHOCTD 32 CErOAHSIIHION HOUB !
Bpsa mu s cmory 3a0bITh TeOs!

— 41 Toxe, MOs1 yIa, U cep/lle OTHBIHE MpUHAIeKaT Tede!
Sl... — He ycmena JIOoTOBOPUTH, KaK OH OOHSIT U TIOIEJIOBAJT TaK
HEKHO, CJIOBHO OOSUICSI IPUIUHUTH OOJTb.

4l cnerka mokpacHesa ¥ OH, OTITYyCTHB MeHS, C YJIBIOKOU CKa-
3aJ:

— Huxkorma g e ObUI Tak cuyacmms, Kak certuac! Hukorpa!
[Mocnymai, a s jake He 3Hal0, Kak TeOst 30BYT?

Sl ynpiOHynach ¥ OTBETHUIIA:

— Mens 30ByT Pomana, a Te6s1, cynst mo Bcemy, BukoHt?

OH nocmoTpen Ha JIyHY U 33AyMUHUBO ITPOU3HEC UMS TIO CJIO-
ram:

—Po-ma-Ha. .. oueHb KpacuBOE U HEOOBIYHOE UM TS IeBYIII-
KH... TAKOH ke KPacCUBOU, HEOOBIYHOM 1 XpaOpPOH... — C ITUMHU
CJIOBaMH OH CHOBA TOIIEJIOBAJI, a Sl U HE COMTPOTUBIISIIACD.



3areM OH eIlE pa3 MOCMOTPEJI Ha JIYHY:

— MN3BuHM, nopa, a To ckopo pacceer! Koraa msl cHOBa BCTpe-
TUMCS?

— He 3Hao, HO eciu Xouelllb, TO... 3aBTpa B 3TO K€ BpPeMH,
3aech? OH yJIbIOHYJICS M CKa3al:

— Koneuno, xouy! [ 6yny xmats TeOst 3aBTpa 371€Ch 0 CAMOTO
yTpa, a eClii He MPUJEIb, TO NEPBbIE JIyYH COMHIA YOBIOT MEHs,
HO 51 YMpY C TBOMM MMEHeM Ha rydax! — ¢ STUMHU CJIOBaMH OH
MO/AHST M€Y, CaM TOJIOKUII €r0 B HOXKHBI U, TIOIHSB C 3eMJIU Ha-
KUJIKY, 3aBA34J1 €€ CO CJIOBAMU:

— Bripenp ozeBaii yto-HUOYAb APYToOe, a TO TBOS I1IesT, KaK 1 ThI
cama, BBITJISIIMTE OUeHb AlMeTUTHBIMU, OCOOEHHO 17151 TOJIOIHBIX
BaMITMPOB, HallpUMep, TAKUX KakK !

Sl yneiOHynach:

— Xopoto. 3aBTpa npugy o0s3aTesbHO, KaK TOJbKO BCTaHET
JyHa. $1 moBepHysack K HEMY CIIMHOW 1 NOUUIA IOMOM CYACTIIN-
Bas M BecEnas.

A ycnplmasa, Kak OH HEIPOMKO CKa3al:

— Jla, 1 BukoHT, a Tel POMaHa. .. Mmost PomaHa. .. Ha BEKU Bey-
Hble!

«XMM, WHTEPECHO, a OHa 3HAET, YTO O3HA4yaeT €€ ums’?
CrpaHHO. .. 9Ta IeBYIIKa 3aTMUJIa MEHS, KaK ¥ €€ UM Ha HAIlleM
SI3bIKE. .. 3aTMEHHE. .. XMM. ..»

Korna ornsiHysach, ero yxe He 6bU10. § HoHMMAaJa, 4To coBep-
IIAJIa CaMyIo yKacHYyIo oOKy. UTo 3a He€ mpuaETcst paHo Win
TIO3/THO PaCIUIAYMBAaTHCSI, HO 9TO OBLIO HE BKHO, BE/Ib IO CPaB-



HEHMIO C YyBCTBOM, C KOTOPBIM $s1 BO3BpALaJIaCh JOMOW U BCE,
9TO OBUIO TIOCIIE, pacriyiaTa

ObLIa HIYTOXHA MaJia.

4l 6puta mpocTo mopaxeHa pacckazom. Cujena u ciyinaia
C OTKPBITHIM PTOM, KOIJIa OHAa 3aKOHYMJIA, OblJIa TOTOBA pa3phi-
JIaThCs1 OT CTOJIb POMAHTUYHON UCTOPHH.

— ITotom BbI ¢ HUM BCE-Taku BCTpeTuinch? OHa YIIBIOHYIACh
Y OTBETUJIA:

— KoneuHo, s1 He Mory1a Hy puidTH, pa3 odermania. f yiuia nou
MPEJIIIOrOM OXOTbI, U MEHSI C PAAOCThIO OTIYCTUIN. MBI BCTPETH-
JIUCh, TJIe IOTOBApUBAINCH U ObUTU caMbiMu cyacTivBbiMu! [la-
a, Xxopoiiee ObUIO BpeMsI. ..

OHa pacckasbiBaja, TO C YJIbIOKOH, TO C IMeYasblo.

— A Kak Xe Ballli POIUTEN, KaK OHU OTITYCTHJIA Bac OAHY
Ha OXOTy?

— Toraa Bcé ObUT0 HaMHOTO TIpolie, YeM ceiyac. Kaxmas ce-
MbsI OXOTHHUKOB OTITPABJIsiIa CBOErO peOEHKa Ha TEPBYI0 OXO-
Ty ¢ OOSI3HBIO, UTO OH OOJIbIIIe HE BEPHETCs, HO 3Ta OblIa Tpa-
quivst. Ecim pe6€HOK Bo3Bpalliayics, 3HAYUT, CUUTAJICS HACTOS-
MM OXOTHHMKOM, M €My Hedero ObLJIo OOSThCS B AaIbHEHUIIIEM,
a ecJI HeT, TO TAKOBa ero cyaboa.

— A 4ro ObUTIO Jastbilie? — CHOBA CIIPOCUIIA 51, HauBasi cebe
ellIé OfIHY YaIlIKy 4Yasi, HaJIesiCh Ha CTOJb K€ JJIMHHOE MPOJOIKe-
HUE, HO. ..

«— Onee, 3mo umo dice noayuaemcsi, smom Buxonm u ecmo
Haut 051031, komopozo youna Pomana ?! —youenénno npozosopuna



Aiisa.

— Ioxoorce, max u ecmu, HO 51 U HE 3HAN, YINO OHU MAK CUNLHO
Ar0ou Opye Opyza u 8006use, Uno NOOOOHDBIIL COIO3 B03MOINCEH, —
MON0001L 8AMNUP OblA He MeHee YOUBNEH.

— ¥V mens moavko 00HO 6 20n06¢e celiuac He ykaaodviéaemcsi:
ecau OHa e20 mak aroduaa, 3auem mozoa youna? — nocmompena
Alisa na opama.

— Yépm e20 3naem. Imo u npagoa Kaxk-mo He 6sHCemcs,. ..
603MOJICHO, OmMaEem Oyoem Oanvule. .. —C IMUMU CAOBAMU BAMNUD
NPOOOANCUN UUMANBY.

— WI3BuHM, 1 He X04uy 00 3TOM T'OBOPHUTH. YBUIUMCSI Bede-
poM! — Cc 3TUMM CJIOBaMHU OHA MCYe3Ja. IJTa pPeaKkuusl MEHs
HEMHOI'0 YIUBUJIA.

— HaBepHO 4TO-TO m1oxoe nmpou3onuio ¢ BUkoHTOM, pa3 oHa
HE XOYeT TOBOPUTh 00 9TOM. BHMKOHT... 4TO-TO 10 OOJIM 3HAKO-
Moe. {l rae-To yxke cipliaia 3T0 UMsl, BoIpoc rae?

Hukak He Moria BCIOMHHUTb, OTKyJa 3HAI0 3TO UM,
HO HE MPUIAB 3HAYEHUS, MOIUIA B CBOIO KOMHATY U CEJIa UT'PATh
B OYEPEAHYIO KOM- MbIOTEpHYIO Urpy. oK IaBIIMCh HOUU, OCTa-
BUJIA BCIO TY:X€ 3alIMCKY AJ11 MaMbl. Oenach, B3s1a 3epKajiblie,
KJIIOUM U BbIIILIA HA Yaully. B 3TOT pas 4 11112 yBEpEHHO U CMOT-
pena Tonbko Briepén. Kak HU cTpaHHO, HO cefiuac He ObUIO HU
cTpaxa, Hu coMHeHuH. To, 4To cerofHs AOIKHO

ObLIO TIPOM3OUTH, AJIsI MeHs1 ObLIO Mpa3gHUKoM. $1 mpuiiuia
Ha TO K€ MeCTO, I1ie yxe xkjaia Muppa.

— JloOpsiit Beuep, Muppa, — mporoBopuia si ¢ JIErKOU YIIbIO-



KOM.

— HoOpsIii. .. Hy 4TO, TOTOBA?

— Koneuno!

Torpa oHa ocMoOTpesia MeHsl C HOT /IO TOJIOBBI M CKa3aJia:

— Her, Takag ogexnma Jid OXOTHl HE MOOOUAET. S orsamena
ceOs ¥ OTBETUIIA:

— Ho s ogenach BOo BCE TEMHOE, Kak MHE U CKa3ajia yYuTeJb.

— Her. Dta onexaa He noaxoaut. Bot BO3bMM, NepeoeHbCs,
TOJIBKO OBICTPO, — C STUMU CJIOBAMHU OHA KMHYJIA B MOIO CTOPO-
Hy HeOOJTBIIION XOJIIIIOBBIN MENIOK. Pa3Bsi3as ero, yBusena onex-
ay. IIporsanyna pyky 1 Jocrana YEpHBIE IITaHBI, 3aTEM II0 O4Ye-
penu IuIally ¢ KaroIIOHOM, Carlory Ha POBHOM TMOJIOIIBE C 3aBSI3-
KaMU BIEpE/IU, KaKylo-TO HETMOHATHYIO KOPTOUKY C JUIMHHBIMU
pyKaBaMu, HEOOJBIITNM BBIPE30M Ha TPYIM M C KAKAUM-TO 3HAKOM
Ha JIEBOM YacTy I'PyAM.

— Yto 32 3HAK?

—3ITOT MeU ¢ KPECTOM Ha HAKOHEUHUKE, BHYTPH CepeOpsIHOTO
Kpyra CMUMBOJI BCEX OXOTHHUKOB. Ternepb 3T0 TBOS O[IEXk/1a HA Bpe-
Ms oxoThl. [TleBenuch! — ckomaH0BaJa OHa.

Korna s mepeonenach, moHsJIa, YTO TU Belly ObUTK BHopy. 1
BHITJISI/IENIA, KAK HACTOSIINN Tepoil U3 KOMUKCOB.

— Ilopoxn, BO3bMM €1IE BOT 3TO. .. — C 3STUMHU CJI0Bamu Mup-
pa MpoTsAHY/IA MHE TepYaTKH, YEPHYIO I0OKY, TOJIBKO ¢ 00enx
CTOPOH 3TOW 100KHW, ObLTU pa3pe3bl, OHU ObLTU MaKCHMAJIbHO
JUIMHHBIMU — 3TO, BUAMMO, JUISI TOTO, YTOOBI OBUIO YIOOHO Tiepe-
JBUTraThCs. 51 Haslena mepyaTky 1 3aBs3aiia 100Ky.



— Huuero ceGe, 51 mpsiM Kak cymneprepor u3 KOMUKCOB, TOJTb-
KO Yero-To He XBaraer? — s IOCMOTpeJia B CTOpOHY Muppsl, Ta
YJIBIOHYJIACh, TIOZIONUIA U, 3aCTETHYB y MEHs Ha OEapax 4exor,
Bpyuria med. OH ObUT IOXOXK Ha TOT, YTO ObLT U300pAXKEH Y Me-
Hsl Ha JIEBOU TPyAM.

— Vx, ! Crymiai, a rae 3To Thl B pa3noosuia? — s ¢ 1o0o-
IIBITCTBOM pasIJisiAblBajia MOAAPOK.

— Hy, Bo-niepBbIX, HE pa3ao0blia, JaBail OyaeM roBOpHUTSH Ipa-
BUJIbHO, a BO-BTOPBIX, CKaXe€M TaK, MO3alMMCTBOBAJIA Y OIHOM
3HAKOMOM !

— A 3HakoMasi Bo3paxarb He Oyaer?

— Her, HUCKOJBKO. .. — IPOrOBOPUJIA OHA C KAKOM-TO CEKYH/I-
HOW T'PYCTBIO.

— A 4 xe.... HE yMel nonp3oBarbess medom! M nmouemy oH
HE TSDKETIbIA, BeJb OH METAJUIMYECKUI UM KYIUJIeH B Mara3suHe
Urpyuiek? — cnpocuia i, B3MaxHyB MEUOM.

Muppa oTOpbIrHyJia ¥ MporoBopuia:

— Au! OcTopokHO UM pasmaxuBan! ITO BCE-TAKU OpYXKHUE,
a He urpymika! Med cepeOpsHbiii. ['010By 0TCEUh MOKHO OTHUM
yAapoM, Tak 4TO aKKypaTHedl ¢ HuM oOpariaiicsi! CmepTeseH,
TOJIBKO €CJTU OTPYOUTH TOJIOBY, €CJIU IMPOCTO MPOTKHENTH BAMITH-
pa, To eMy HI4Yero He Oy/ieT, MOKaJICUHIIlb, ¥ TO TOINBKO Ha BpeMs.
Ha pykositke ectb kpecT. OH, Kak ¥ BeCb Meu, ClieJlaHbl MHOTO
BEKOB HAa3a]] B OIHOM LIEPKOBHOM KY3HEIE U3 OCBSLIEHHOIO Ce-
pedpa, Tak YTO OTIYTHYTh UX 3TUM MOXHO, TPaBJIa ykKe He BCeX.
Hy, a Bc€ ocTasibHOE yxe 3Haelb U He LepeMOHbcs ¢ HUMu! Ec-



JI1 XOTsI OBl HA JIOIO CEKYHJIbl OTBJICUYENTHCS MM 3aMEITKACTIIb-
Cs1, Bpar HAaHEeCET el yaap, TaK YTO, €CJIA Mbl XOTUM [10-
Opatbcs 10 Jlekca, HEOOXOIUMO OBITh XUTpEE, CUJIbHEe 1 ObICT-
pee! Hy, 4to BOonpock! €CTh WM MPUCTYIUM K Aesy?!

— Ma, Kyaa neBatb MO oaexay?

— CkJyagpiBat B MEIIOK. MBI ClIPSIYEM €O B HAJIEXHOM MECTE.
Ewme Bonpocsl ecTb?

— [Nouemy He pacckazaa, 4TO BaMITUPbI HE OTOPACHIBAIOT Te-
HU? U-4... 1 HE yMEIO MOJIb30BATHCS MEYOM.

— Tenn? 4. .. 3a0bu1a, HO Paja, UTO TH YKe BCE 3HAEIIIb, 4 UTO
HACYET Meva, TO MPUAETCS MHOTOMY YYHUThCS, Oy/leT CJIOXKHO,
Y €CJIM Thl yIIpsIMa M TBEpIa B CBOUX LIENAX, KAK TOBOPUJIA O Te-
6e PomaHa, To Bc€ o0s3arenbHO monyuutcs! [porias Biagenm-
11a OblJIa TPOCTO MAaCTEPOM CBOETO JIeJIa, TAK YTO He TMepeXrBaii
u 1ol Hayuutbes! [IpaBaa Bcé 1o Oyaer co BpemeHem. Hy urto,
HAaJIeI0Ch, HA 3TOM BOIPOCHI 3aKOHYMUJIUCDH?

— ymato, 4To Aa. .. — C STUMHU CJIOBaMHU I BJIOKIJIA MEY B HOX-
HBI, a Muppa, 3aBs3aB MEIIOK, 3a0pOCHiIa €ro Ha CaMbIil Bepx
OJIHOM U3 CcOCeH. I ¢ yauBlIeHreM OTKpbUIa POT, HO, BCIOMHUB,
YTO OHA BaMIHMP, OJIArONOIYyYHO 3aKPblia ero 00paTHoO.

Buanmo kocTioM npuaaBai Kakyo-To AONOJIHUTENBHYIO CUILY,
MOTOMY 4TO, HaJIEB €T0, MOYYBCTBOBaIA ceOs Oojipee M HEMHOTO
cwiibHee. Mbl nepenuii 4epe3 JOPOry U OTIPABWIIMCH TEIKOM
B HEM3BECTHOM HAIIPaBJIEHUH 110 CAaMbIM TEMHBIM YJIULAM.

— Kyna uném? — g cnpocuina Muppy, KoTopas 1uia BIIEPEIH.

— Oxotutbest! Kyna ke emgé. Keratu, He 3a0ynb, yemy s Te-



Os1 HayuwIIa: CIyIai U cMOTpuU Aajibie ceOsi. Bynp BHUMaTe b-
Hel! — C 3TUMM CIOBaMU OHA YCKOPWJIACh, 51 MOCHEIIWIa Clie-
JnoM. BenymuBasich B THINIMHY, KOTOpasi OKpy»kaJia Hac, CJIbIIIa-
Jla CTPEKOTAaHUE CBEPYKOB, I7Ie-TO BJAJIEKE JPAIUCh KOIIKH, UX
IIyM 3arjyliai BCe OCTaJIbHBIE 3BYKU. 3aTeM 3BYK CTaJ OMxke
u rpomue. Muppa OCTaHOBUJIACH M CTasla BHIOXUBATLCS, TS
MO0 CTOPOHAaM, 3aTeéM CITyCTsI KaKOoe-TO MTHOBEHUE MOBEPHYJIaCh
¥ C YJIBIOKOW MPOroBOpuIa:

— Kaxercs, cefiuac Thl monpoOyelb ceOss B IMEPBOM OXOTE.
[TocMoTpH BOH Tyja, — C STUMHU CIIOBAMU OHA yKa3aja MajblieM
Ha JIOPOTyY 32 KyCTaMH, — YTO BUUIIIb?

— Hy, nepytcs kouiku, a 4to?

— 9T0 He KOWIKKU — Bamnupbl! U cyas no Bcemy, OHU YTO-TO
HE TIOJIeJTUJIH, — CKa3ajia OHa 37I00HO.

— Yr0? DTH KOMIKU — BaMIUpsbI? !

— Ila! Bamnupbl clocOOHBI NIEPEBOILIOMIATHCS B KOILEK U TY-
MaH, UMel BBULY !

— He ¢ura cebe! 1o x momydaercs, yto Mosi OadyiIka —
MpEeIBOAUTENbHULIA 1IEJIOW apMUU BammnupoB?! — crnpocuna s
Ha MOJIHOM CEpPbE3e.

Muppa npusioxuia pyKy K roloBe 1, Kadas €10, IpOroBopuia:

— Besnmkue npenku, HagenuTe MeHs TeprneHueM. .. PomanHna,
KOHEYHO ke, HeT! Komika komike po3Hb. Be€, He oTBiiekanics!

—l'ocrionu, a MHe TO 4TO JIeaTh ceiyac? — HEMHOI'O UCITyTaB-
IIKCh, CIIPOCUIIA f1.

— Hy, Bo-nepBbIX, 1 He l'ocronu, a BO-BTOPBIX, IEUCTBYH!



TBos 1Ie7T YOUTD WX, THI K€ OXOTHHUIIA! — C STUMH CIIOBAMU OHA
KaK-TO CTPAHHO MOCMOTPEJNA, YTO MHE COBCEM HE MTOHPABUJIOCh.

— MHe K HUM MOJIKPACThCSI WX TaK BHIIPHITHYTh C KAKUM-HU-
Oyap 00eBbIM KJIMUYEM ?

— Ecnu yectHO, MHE BCE paBHO, Kak Thl 3TO OyJellb JIeiaTh.
[Mepen TOOOM YETKO MOCTaBJICHHAS 3a/1a4a; YOUTh BAMITHPOB JIIO-
601 1ieHoii! Mosxelllb XOTh BOPUCSAKY, XOTh UCHOJTHUTH Tepe
HUMM TaHel| cupTaku! A Korja HyxHa OyJeT NOMOIIb, TOJIBKO
CKaxH, s cpa3y npuay! — MPOM3HEC/IA OHA C YXMBLIKOM.

— MHe HyXHa TBOSI TIOMOILLb.

— Yro, Tak 6sicTpo? Hy, 1agHo, 51 TeOC IOMOTY... — C STUMU
CJIOBAMU OHA XUTPO YJIBIOHYJIACh, & IOTOM OYKBaJIbHO BBITOJIK-
HyJIa Ha OPOTY K CaMbIM KYCTaM.

— Hy, BooO1me-To st He 0 Tako# oMoty npocuia! Hy, Berxo-
JUIIb? — CIPOCHIIA 51 LIETIOTOM.

OHa TONIbKO YCMEXHYNIACh U, IOXKaB IJIeYaMH, CKa3aa:

— TBost butBa TeGe u BoeBath! S ObLIa B ITIOKE.

— Tol xouenb ckazarb, YTO 51 OJHA C HUMH, ... TO €CTh HAe/IU-
HE,... TO €CTh 5 OJIHA, a UX JIBOe? — HEMHOT'0O 3aHKasCh, CITPOCHIIA
Muppy.

— Jla, — oTBeTHJIa OHA CITOKOMHO.

— Ho 3710 *e HevectHast 6utBa! f-5... U MyXU-TO OOHIETH
He Mory!

— JleBouka Mos1, 3aTIOMHHU, C BAMITUPAMU YECTHBIX OUTB HE Obl-
Baer. Llenb — yauuroxute Bpara. [Ipouecc 3HaueHUs1 He UMeEeT.
Pesynbrar — MEpTBBIM Bpar. OHM MOWIYT HA BCE, IOBEPh MHE.



W ecnu ThI 3aX0YeIb KUTh, YObEIIH HE TOJBKO MYXY.

C 3TMH CJI0BaMH 5 TIOCMOTPEJIa Ha IEPYIIMXCS KOLIEK, 3aTeM
B CTOPOHY MUppHI U. ..

— Oii! 4 He xouy! [laBail Thl cpa3uIlIbCsl C HUMHU, a 51 IOCMOT-
pIo, Kak 3TO Jenaer npodeccruoHal, a? — ¢ STUMU CJIOBaMHU 1
YMOJISIIOIIMM B3[JISIOM TOCMOTpESIa B CTOPOHY JEBYIIKH.

— Tb1 6oumbes? [Momuuib, 4To s TeOe roBOpwiia O crpaxe?
Tem Gonee oHU emE MOJIO/bI, OTHOCUTENLHO KOHEYHO, HO BCE
PaBHO CWJIBI y HUX TIOKA He Oonbinue, aeicTByi! Trl oxoTHUIA!
Tot cipaBumbest! S1 B TeOs1 Bepio! — mogdoapumia Muppa.

—Ho... — He ycrniena noroBopuTh, Kak MeHs niepeduia Muppa.

— XBarut! Thl BCTyNMIa Ha HOBYIO JIOPOTY, Y €CJIU LIENb IS
TeOs1 AeCTBUTEIIHFHO IOPOra, TO OHA OMPABJIBIBAET cpeacTBa. Po-
MaHHa, NOCIyIIan, s 3HAI0, YTO TBOEU HEPEIIUTEIBHOCTBIO JIBU-
KET CTpax, eClii Thl cedvac UX OOMIILCS, KaK COOMpPAEIIbCs
mctuTh Jlekcy? Tebe HeoOX0AMMO MPEOI0IeTh 3TO YYBCTBO, ClIe-
JIaTh €r0 CBOUM COIO3HHMKOM, a He BparoM. He BonHyiics, 51 Oymy
PSIJIOM, ¥ €CJTH YTO-TO TIOWIET HE TaK, MojicTpaxylo. Tebe HyXHO
Y Ba)KHO Yepe3 ITO MPOUTH cervac, 4ToObl BCE TOUYBCTBOBAThH
Y UCTIBITaTh Ha ceOe. Briepén!

JlocTaTouHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO OJHOTO YIIOMHUHAHUS O Jlekce, Kak
s1 cpasy ke BcrioMHuIa U COHIO, ¥ BCE TO, UYTO MHE HYXXHO OBLIO
clienaTh, YTOObI MPeoAoeTh pensaTcTBUsl. CTpax Kyja-To ucyes.
BriHyna Meu 13 HOXEeH, MpeACTaBUB nepe] coOO Moapyry, co-
Opasiach ¢ MBICJISIMH M, TIPOOPABIINCH Yepe3 KYCThl, CTasa Moj-
XOIUTH K KOMIKaM. Sl IOHATHS He MMeJIa, YTO JIOJKHA ObLIa Jie-



JIaTh, HO MEHSI TIOYEMY-TO 3TO HUCKOJILKO He cMmyInaio. Komku
TIPOIOJIKAIIN IPAThCS, U TOJILKO KOTJIA Sl OKa3ajiach B TPEX MeT-
pax OT HUX, OHU BAPYT 3aMep/iv. YCTaBUBIINCh CBOMMU OJIECTsI-
IMMU I71a3KaMH U HIUIs, CTAIHA MMOAXOIUTh Omke. S cxBaru-
Jla Me4 3a PyKOSITh M HarpaBuiia Ha HUX KpecT. OHU OTCKOYMIIH
cJIoBHO ormapeHHbie. C KaXabIM IaroM s MeJICHHO TTPUOIIH-
’ajach K HUM. BApyr oHM ocTaHOBMIIMCH. BMECTO KOIIleK MosiBY-
JICh JIBE MOJIOJICHbKHE JICBYIIIKH, OfIEThIe B HAKUIAKU U3 TEMHOU
TKaHM, CKPBIBABIIKE WX IMMOJHOCTBIO. Y OTHON ObLIM 3eJIEHBIE,
KaK M3yMpYy/, BOJIOCHI, Y IPYTOW — IIBETA SIHTapsl, OUeHb KPACH-
BO U HeoObuHO. OOerM Ha BHJ OBLIO HE OOJbIIE IIeCTHALA-
™. Ha MX juiax oqHOBPEMEHHO OTPa3WIMCh U JIOOIBITCTBO,
¥ HeHaBHCTh. C3a1u JieC, M 'y MEHsI BO3HUKJIA MbICIIb, UTO €IIe
napy MeTpOB, ¥ OHH YIIEPYT, HO CY/Isl TI0 BCEMY 3TOTO JIeJIaTh OHU
TOYHO HE COOMPAJIHCH.

— OXOTHHIIa-a... — MPOIIMIIENA Ta, YTO OblIa C SHTAPHBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, TIPY 3TOM 51 OTYETIIMBO YBH/IEJIA [Ba KJIbIKA.

3areM OHa MPHITHYJIA BBEPX U C IUTICHUEM TOJIeTela Ha Me-
HsA. Bropast moBropmiia Te ke CJIoBa, IPU 3TOM BBICTABHB CBOU
JUITMHHBIE, KOCTJISIBBIE PYKH.

Sl BcTasma v mMpUroToBMIIA MeY JUIS yiapa, HO J€BOYKH ObLIH
7100 OYeHb YMHBIMHU, JTUOO HACTIBIIIAHHBIMY O Meve. Ta, 9To Obl-
JIa ¢ IHTApPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU, PE3KO U3MEHMIIa HallpaBJIeHUE U KU-
HYJIaCh MPSIMO B HOTH. DTO BCE OBLJIO HACTOJIBKO OBICTPO, UTO 51
C TPYZIOM YCIiesia OTCKOUMTb B cTOpoHy. He ycniena npwuiitu B ce-
0s1, KaK TyT ke HajeTesia BTOpasi, BHIOMB M3 pyK Med. TonbKoO,



KaXeTCsl, OHA He 3HaJla, YTO OH ObUT OCBEIIEHHBIM, 5 YCIIbIIIA-
JIa, KaK OHA B3BU3THYJIA, 4 HA PYKE OCTAJICA CJIE] B BUAE KpecTa.
JleBuoHKa yraia, qepkach 3a 000K KEHHYIO PyKy. Yepes ceKkyH-
Iy K HeH MojyieTesia sHTapHasl M cTajla 3aJIM3blBaTh paHy, B ca-
MOM IPSIMOM CMBICJIE.

«Cyns no Bcemy, BBl CECTPHI. .. »

Bocnonb30BaBimch MOMEHTOM, MoAoOpasia Med M, CXBaTUB
Kpemye, nondexana K HuM. Be€ mpousornuio OsicTpo. S Obuia
B HECKOJIBKMX IlIarax, KOraa, 3aMaxHyBIIMCh, YBUENA, KAK Ta,
9TO 0OOXIJIACh, CMOTpEJIa Ha MEHsI CBOMMU O€3/I0HHBIMHU U Tpe-
BOJKHBIMH TJIa3aMU. BUIMMO pOCTBEHHBI MHCTUHKT CpaboTal,
Y OHa CO BCEro pa3Maxy TOJKHYJA BTOPYIO, KOTOpasi 3aJ13bIBa-
Jla pyKy ¥ HAYEro BOKPYTI He 3aMeyvaia, a yaap IpUuIescs rno ae-
BYIIIKE C U3yMPYAHBIM LIBETOM BoJIOC. ['0J10Ba criererna ¢ ruied Ha-
3€Mb, a 3aTEM PYXHYJIO U camo Tesio. HeckonbKo ceKkyH[ CriycTs
HU TOJIOBBI, HU TeJla HE CTaJlo, TOJbKO MaJleHbKasl KOXKaHasi Be-
PEBOUYKA C KAKUM-TO TAJJMCMAHOM OCTasach Jiekarb Ha 3emiie. S
CTOsLJ1a, CJIOBHO KOHTYKEHHAs1, © HIYETO HE MOIJIA MIOHATh, B CO-
3HaHUE MPUBEN TUKUU KpuK. Korga moBepHysack, TO yBUJea
HECYILYIOCS HA MEHs MEepPBYIO IEBUOHKY, KOTOpasi BbUIM3bIBAJIA
pany. E€ muiio OblJI0 CKOpUEHO TPUMACcOi HEHABUCTH U 3JI00BI,
oHa Oekaja Ha MeHs, BBITSHYB Iepeji COOOM PYKH C KOTTSIMHU.
ITpsikok! B3max pykou! Tsxkénoe Teno ynanao HazeMb, rojaoBa
Jexana psaom. I1o Oblia He 5.

— Tol ycHyna?! — BApyr ycbliana 3a CIMHOM rojoc Muppsl.

— Her... — ene BeigaBmiia u3 ceosl.



— Emg ayTb-uyTh 1 T€6s1 Ob1 He cTasno. [lo3apasisio, Thl MO-
YTH YCTIEITHO MpoIUIa KpemieHre. B obriem, ajis nmepBoro pasa
OYEHb JIaKe HETJIOXO0! — MPOroBOpuMIIa OHA C YJILIOKOH, TIOXJIOMaB

1O IJIevy.
— E€ maza... oHa moru0Omna pajy CecTphl... He TaKUe YK OHU
1 OeccepleyHbie. . ., — C STUMH CIIOBAMH S TIOAHSLIA C 3eMJIH TOT

caMbli TaJIUCMaH.

— Ilepecranb, a MOTOM OTKYyZAa Thl 3HAEIIIb, UTO 3TO cecTpa’? —
¢ yauBJIeHUEM cripocuia Muppa.

— He nmero nipeacrasiienus. . .

— Yrt0 310? A Hy, 1aii-Ka IOCMOTPETH. .. — C STUMHU CJIOBAMU
OHa B3sJ1a Y MEHS U3 PyK TAJUCMaH U HECKOJbKO MUHYT OY€Hb
BHUMATEJILHO €ro pas3rJis/IblBaia.

— Tl 3HaeM1b, YTO 3TO Takoe? — BAPYT CIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Her, a 4T0 3T0? — BOPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETHUJIA f.

— Bunuiib, BOT 3TOT 3HaK. .., — C STUMU CJIOBAMU OHA yKazasa
MIPaBBIM MHU3HMHIIEM Ha YEPHBIN [IBETOK, M300pAKEHHBINA HA aMy-
JieTe B IeHTpe Kpyra. Sl mokaydasa rojioBou. . ., — Tak BOT 3T0 Yep-
HBI Mak! DT TanucMaHbl HOCSIT TOJIBKO BaMITUPHI, IIPUHAITIE-
JkKallye K KoposieBckor cembe! ITo 3Hak Jamuit! U cyas no Bee-
MY, MbI TOJIBKO YTO YOWJIM JIByX 0COO KOpPOJEBCKUX KpoBeii! —
3aTeM OHa IMOCMOTpesia Ha MEHsI.

— A nmamuu 310 KTO?

— Jlamuu — 3T0 pa3HOBUAHOCTb BaMITUPOB, HO TIOMUMO KPO-
BU OXOTHMKOB, TIBIOT €II€ KPOBb MOXMIIEHHbIX MJIAJICHIIEB, A
¥ 0OOHSTHUE Y HUX Pa3BUTO Ky/a JIydIlle HAIlIero, TaK 4To, IyMalo,



ckopo moxainyiot roctu! [lopa cBanmBath, a TO HaOEryT poa-
CTBEHHUKH, MOMPOOYI UM OOBSICHUTD, UTO OHU CITyYalHO yMep-
JIM... — C 9TUMU CJIOBaMHU OHA CXBaTWJa MEHS 3a PYKY U OBICT-
pbIMU IlIaramMu IoBeJjia Kyaa-To B Jiec. § Oblja B IIOKE OT Clly-
YMBIIIETOCS] U, HE YOpaB Meu, TaKk U Heca B pyKe, MOJHOCTHIO
NOAYMHUBIIKMCE Muppe. Yuurenp okasanach pasa, KOIraa CKa-
3aJ1a, 4To MepBYIO KEPTBY TPYAHO 3a0bITh. Beab Kak u y He€, rep-
Bas ’KepTBA YeM-TO BblennIack. BukoHt u Ilar noppanuce us-
3a He€, HO BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCH OJIaromnony4yHo st BukoHTa, y me-
Hs1, e BCE OBUIO COBCeM HAo0OpOT. MaJjio Toro, 4to s Apaiach
C JIByMsl IOHBIMM JICBYIIIKAMH, JIa K TOMY K€ 3TO ObLIM JIAMUU
3HATHOTO poJa, & 3TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO BCE 3TO AJISI MEHS JapoM
He poiaeT. B mydmem cinydae Oyger MyduTh COBECTh 0 KOH-
[ JIHeH, B Xy/IIEeM. .. Ha MeHsSI OObsIBAT OXOTY. [la ¥ He TOJIBKO
Ha MeHs1, HO ¥ Ha Muppy, XOTs1 el ITPOoILE, Ha HEE YKE OXOTUIIHCh.

— W uro Teneps genars? — cipocuia s, koraa Muppa ocraHo-
BUJIACh OKOJIO KAKOTO-TO 3a0POIIEHHOTO JOMHUKA B JIECY.

3aranuB MEHs BHYTPb, OHA OTBETUJIA:

— Jla, ObiBana s, KOHEYHO, B CaMbIX Pa3HBIX CHUTYaIUSX,
HO B NOJOOHON HM pady. Ham HyxkeH muiaH. 3HauuT Tak..., —
C 3TUMH CJIOBAMU OHA CHsLJIa HAKUAKY U, IPUCEB Ha JEPEBSHHYIO
CKaMEWKY, IMTPOAOJIKUIIA, — ... HAM BCE PaBHO HE cnpsTarbes. S
YBEPEHA, YTO Ha TOM MECTE, I7le Mbl TPUKOHYMJIM ITUX JIEBYO-
HOK, CeYac CyeTsATCs X pOACTBEHHUYKHU. PaHO 1M O3/1HO OHU
J00epyTCs U JI0 ITOTO MECTA, ¥ YTO CAMOE MHTEPECHOE — My HUX
Y Yy MEHA JI0 pacCBeTa BPEMEHHU He Tak yx v MHoro! C ogHou



CTOPOHBI — 3TO XOPOILO, C APYIrOM — KAaK-TO HE OYeHb! — 3aTeM
OHA HaJ| YeM-TO 3ayMaJlach.

Bcé 310 Bpemsi, moka oHa roBopuJia, s1 BHUMATEJIbHO CIylIa-
na. B e€ ronoce ObUM TPEBOKHBIE HOTKHU, STO U MOHSATHO, €CIU
Muppa He 3HaJ1a, YTO JieaTh, s U oJaBHO. OHa TOXE OKa3aiach
MEMIKOW B PyKaxX yMEJIOro M XUTPOro IAaXMaTHUCTa, HO TaK ke
KaK ¥ s He TIojio3peBajia 00 3ToM, yMasi, YTO BCE JEPKUT TIOJ
KOHTPOJIEM.

I'JIABA VIII

Busupsb

— Muppa, Heyxenu Hallly Aejla HACTOJIBKO IJIOXU, KaK Thl IO-
BOpHILB?! — B3BOJTHOBAHO CIIPOCHJIA f.

OHa nojHs1a roJIOBY M, TOCMOTPEB HA MEHSI CBOUMMU CBETJIbI-
MU IJ1a3aMU, CKa3aa:

— K coxanenuio, 1a. Ho 6e3BbIXOIHBIX CUTYaIMii He ObIBaET,
MIOMHH 00 3TOM Bcer/ia. JTo eme oiuH YpoK. Tak uTo He YHBIBAM,
MBI 00s13aTeNbHO BeiOepeMcs! Keratu, y Tebst 3epkaio ¢ cooom?

— Jla, KOHEYHO. .. — C 3TUMM CJIOBAMHU S JOCTaja €ro u3 Kap-



Mana. OHa B3siJla €ro U, MOCTaBUB Ha OOUKY, I7Ie YKe ropesia CBe-
ya, CKaszaJa:

— Pomana, s 3Ha10, Thl MEHsI CJIBIIIUIIb, TIOKAXKUCh! — mocie
€€ CJIOB B 3€pKaJie MOSBUJICS YUUTEb.

— ¥ Bac 4TO-TO CIYyYWIIOCH?

— Ha. ¥ nac c Pomoi1 MasieHbKME HENPUATHOCTH, — OTBETHUJIA
Muppa ¢ KaKuM-TO XOJIOIKOM B rOJIOCE.

— Heysxenu ectb mpo6s1eMbl, KOTOPBIX Thl HE MOKEIb PEIIUTb,
Muppa? — 3Tu clioBa OHa cKa3ajia C Kakoi-TO U3/1EBKOM, HO Mup-
pa He oOparuia Ha TO HUKOTO BHUMAHWUSI.

— K coxanenmio, 1 He BceMoryina, Kak Tebe Kaxercsi, HO Je-
70 He B 3toM. Ceituac momoIis Hy:kHa OoJbllle He MHE, a TBOe
YUEHHUIIE, — CKa3ajla OHa CEPhE3HO.

— Y0 CTyumsioch? — CHOBA CIIPOCHJIA YUHUTENh, 00ECIOKOEHHO
NOCMOTPEB Ha MEHS.

— Mpb1 younu aByx jJamuii! — ckazasia Muppa.

[Tpu 3THX COBax Tiia3za YYWTelNlsl CTall HEMHOro OOJblIIie,
Y OHAa OCTOPOXKHO CIPOCHUIIA!

— A y HUX OBUTH aMyJIeThl... — HO He ycresia 3aKOHYUTh, KaK
e€ nmepebua Muppa.

— Thl nMeelb B BULy BOT 3TH?

[locne yBuaEHHOrO OHA BHIpPYrajgach HA HETMOHSITHOM SI3bIKE
¥ TIPOrOBOpUJIA:

— Jla-a... BBl 3J0pPOBO BJIMIUIM. DTO AOYEpHU camoro Buszmps,
a OH 3TOTO TaK He OCTABUT. Y HETO yxke yOUJIN OIHOTO ChIHA, U OH
KECTOKO OTMCTU ooumunky, a Candup u U3ympyn ans Hero



CBSITHIE, — CKa3ajia OHa 03a00YEHHO.

— Busnpa?! — npuces, omapatieHo nporosopuiia Muppa. ber-
JIO BUJTHO, 4TO OHA OblIa CJIErKa HalyraHa.

— A k10 3T0T BU3ups? — cnpocusna s, eme He MoHUMasl BCeu
OIACHOCTH.

Muppa nocmorpesa Ha MEHS U CKa3aJja:

— Busupb — 310 504 Jlekca! OH oveHb KeCTOKMI 1 Oe3ka-
JIOCTHBIH, KaK K BaMIIMpaM, TaK M K JIIOISM, a IPO OXOTHUKOB
Jydllle He crnpanmBark. EAMHCTBEHHbIE, K KOMY OH OTHOCHJICS
MUJIOCEPAHO, TaK 3TO K KEHE U JETSAM.

— A yto0, Jlekca oH Toxe He IoOUT?

— K cuacreio as1g camoro Jlekca, Het. Begb UIMEHHO U3-3a ero
0TLIa, a TOTOM U U3-3a JIekca eMy He TocTasach BJacTh HaJ| BCe-
MU BaMIIMpamu!

— ckazana Muppa.

— 51 He MOHMMaIO, YTO 3HAYMT, U3-32 HETO €EMY HE J0CTajach
BJIACTB?

— 4 cama eu pacckaxy, Muppa, — BAPYT CKa3aJia y4uTelb.

— Ilonumaenb, Poma, y BAMOMPOB, Kak U y JIOJAEH, CyIle-
CTBYET CBOsI Mepapxus BjacTu. Tak BOT, KOrAa eui€ He poauil-
cs oren Jlekca, BceMu BaMIMpaMu MpaBWl UX JIEH, €ro 3Bajlu
Hyrac. OH ObUT MOTYITIECTBEHHBIM, CHJTBHBIM Y MY/APBIM BaMITH-
poM. Y ero keHsl poAWJIOCH JBa CbiHA, 3TO oTell Jlekca — bpan
u naa4 Jlekca — Busupb. EcrecTBeHHO, B ciiy4yae cmepTH Jena
BJIACTh MEpeAaéTcs CTaplieMy ChIHY, a CTaplivM ObLT Kak pa3
Busups. Ho kak roBoputcsi, He ObIBaeT 6€3 MaJICHBKOTO «HO»,



Y 9TUM CaMbIM «HO» OKa3aJI0Ch TO, YTO Bu3upb poauics iamu-
e, TO eCTb, OH He ObUI YMCTOKPOBHBIM BaMIIMPOM, a y BJIACTU
10 3aKOHY JIOJKEH CTOSITh TOJIbKO «YHCTBIN» BaMIHKp, Oe3 BCs-
KUX npumeced. Bungumo, 310 nepenanock OT ero MaTepu, KOTo-
pasi B CBOIO 0Uepe/ib Oblla YMUCTOKPOBHOM Jlamuel. EctecTBeHHO,
6e3 BCSAKHUX BOMPOCOB HACIETHUKOM cTan bpan. ['ompl muiu, chi-
HOBbBSI POCJTH, M POIUTEIISIM HEOOXOIUMO OBLJIO JIETUKATHO 00b-
SICHUTb, [IOYEMY HACJIEJTHUKOM sIBUJICS MJIQIIINIMA, 2 HE CTApIIIHM.
Korna Buzupb y3Han npuunHy, OH BO3HEHABU/IE MaTh U BCsiUe-
CKU TIBITAJICS YOUTH €€, HO PSZIOM BCETia OKa3bIBAJIMCH MPE/IaH-
Hble BaMnupbl Hyraca, koropeie 3amumanu e€. Korga Hyrac no-
HsUJT, YTO CHIH HE OCTABHT B TIOKOE HU €ro *KeHY, HU OpaTa, permi
onpaBuTh Busups mogaseiie ot cembr. Kak H1 yMOJIs71 OCTaBUTh
ero goma Busupb, HIUEro He BBIXOMWIO, OTEIl ObLUT HEMPeKJIo-
HEH, CJIOBHO ckayia! EMy ObUIO jKaJIKO ChIHA, HO BEJlb TaK OBLIO
nyuire 1yis cembd. Ecniv B ctazie mosiisiiack OonbHAs OBIA, €€
oo youBasu, MO0 OTTOPAXUBAIM OT OCHOBHOTO CTajia, YTO-
OBl He 3apa3uTh. BoT Tak oren u noctynwi. Busups B OykBasib-
HOM CMBICJIE CJIOBA BAJISICSI HA KOJIEHSIX TIEpe]] MaTePblO U Bbl-
MaJIMBaJl y He€ MPOIIEHbsI, HO KaK ObI TSDKEJIO e HM ObLJI0, OHA
NpUHUMAaJIa Oe3pa3InyHbIi BU/I. Korga ero oTnpasisiv K J1ajb-
HUM POJCTBEHHUKAM MaTepH, eMy ObLJIO ABaIIaTh jieT. Torna on
TIOKJISIJICSI, YTO PAaHO WJIM MO3[AHO OTOMCTUT POJAUTENsIM, OpaTy
Y BCEM TeM, KTO He Mojjiepkall ero B TOT MOMeHT. OH Kpuyail,
YTO CO3[aCT CBOIO MMIIEPUIO JIAMUIN — CUJIbHYIO, BBIHOCJIMBYIO,
OecroniaaHyio, U TOrja BCe MO3HAT ero raeB! OH MOKJIsIcs,



9YTO HUKOMY He Oy/IeT MOINa/Ibl, KTO He sIBJsieTcs Jamuei. Bpems
10, BCE OoJsiee MeHee yieriock. bpaH BIpOC, BO3MYXaJl, CTall
CWJIBHBIM U CIPaBEAJIMBbIM BaMIupoM. OTell UM O4€Hb FOpauI-
cs1, Be/Ib UMEHHO TaKKMM OH XOTeJ BUJETh Oy/I1yIIero MoBEIUTelIsl.
3arem bpan BmoOWIICS, JKEHUJICS, U Y HETO POJIMIIOCH TPH ChIHA:
Opnan, Jlexc u Bukont. Y Busnps tem BpeMeHeM poavIniCh ABa
chiHa U ABe aodepu. CrycTs mapy cronetuy, otel] bpana ymep
IIPY OYEHb CTPAHHBIX OOCTOSTEIbCTBAX, & CIYCTS eIllE HECKOJIb-
KO HOYeW ymepia U uxX marb. Yepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMsi B 3aMOK
Kk Bpany npuexan Busups, yemy Opar ouenb oopagoBasicsi! Bu-
3Upb MOKJISUICS, YTO UCIIPABUIICS U 371a HAa CEMbIO OoJiee He Jiep-
*kaJj. OH nonpocui bpana noBUAATLCS C pOOUTENSAMHU, HO KO
Opar ckasaj, 4ro OTel] M Marh ymepiu, Busupb Obul yauBIEH
¥ OTIEYAJIEH, YTO IIPEk/Ie HUKOT/IA 32 HUM He 3amedasy. HemHoro
TIOropeBas, OH criean npemtoxkeHne bpany. [Tonpocwui, 4ToOb!
TOT JKEHWJI CBOMX CHIHOBEW Ha €ro 10uepsix, Ho bpaH oTkazascs,
TaK Kak 3TO ObUIM OpaThsi U CECTPBI. BU3MpPH 0JITO yroBapuBa
Opara, TOBOPHJI, YTO TAKUM 0Opa30M OHU CHOBA OYAyT IpyKHOM,
KPEIKOM CEMbEN, Kak paHblle, HO bpaH HU B Kakylo He cora-
11aJ1Cs ¥ oNpocuyi Busupsi He roBOpUTH 00 STOM IJIEMSTHHUKAM.
Koneuno, Busupb pa3zosnuics v, Iorpo3uB TEM, UTO BCE PaBHO
Oy/IeT Tak, Kak XOueT OH, yexasj. Ero He Bujienu enié HecKOJb-
KO crojieTuil. 3ateM B cembe Jlekca ciyunnachk Tpareaus. Otua,
MaTh U BUKOHTa yOWu, roBOpAT, YTO 3TO ObLTM OXOTHUKH, YTO
CWJIBHO MOTPsIC/O BeeX. [lonroe Bpemst B1acTb HUKOMY HE MpU-
Hayiexana. Crapmmii 6par, OpiaH, 0TKa3ascs BO3IIaBUTh BaM-



MUPOB, TaK KaK CYMTAN, YTO BCE, KTO BCTAIOT BO IJiaBe, 00s13a-
TeJIbHO YMUpAIOT. JIekc ObLT APYTUM, OH He ObUI CTOJTb CYeBEepEH,
JOOWJT OTIIA Y TIOKJISJICSI, YTO OTOMCTHUT YOWiille W, BO3IJIABUB
TpOH, caenan OpiiaHa CBOel MpaBoul pyKOU. 3aTeM CITyCTs elle
napy cronetuii sisuiicst Buzups. Opnan npocui Jlekca He npruHu-
Marth ero, Ho Jlekc ycriokonn Opara, CKa3aB, 4TO B ClIydae omnac-
HOCTH CMOKET 3alMTUTh CeMblO. [Is1/1s1, y3HaB O CMEPTH, PEIIT
BCE-TaKM OOMTHLCS TOTO, YEro Tak CTPACTHO XOTeJ MHOTO JIET,
¥ BO 4YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO, BHIJATH 3aMYK CBOMX Jouepeid. A Bcé
IUISI TOTO, YTOOBI T€ CO BpEMEHEM B3sUIU BCIO BJIACTH B CBOM PYKH,
KaK U y4uJ1 ux orell. Busupb cHoBa mpocuuTasics. JIekc He Tomb-
KO OTKa3aJIcs OT MPEJIOKEHU ], HO U IOCTABUIT YJIbTUMATYM, UTO
eciiv Busupb He MpeKkpaTUT CBOM MOMBITKY 3aXBaTa BJIACTH, OH
MPUKAXET ero Ka3HUTh Ha IMpaBax MOBEJUTeNIs1 BCeX BaMITUPOB.
Ckazarb, yTo Busupb ObUI 3071, 3HAUUT, HUYETO He cka3zaTh. OH
He 3HaJI, YTO JI0 CBoel cmepTu bpan coOpan chiHOBe# U paccka-
3aJ1 UM O TOM, Yero TaK OTUYAsSHHO JOOUBAJICS /SISl U TIPE/IOCTe-
PET MX OT JaJbHENIINX NONBITOK. BOoT nostomy Busups, Marko
roBopsi, HefomoOnuBaet Jlekca, qa u Tenepb Bcex OCTATbHBIX, —
3aKOHYMJIA YUUTEb.

Cnymas pacckas, s CJIOBHO nepexuia Bceé cama. [louemy-To
MHe CTaJIo aJjib JIekca 1 BCIo ero cemblo, a 0coOeHHo Opara Bu-
KOHTA.

— Yuurtens, a Opat, KOTOPBIA OrUO, 3TO ¥ OBLI TOT camMblii Bu-
KOHT, IPO KOTOPOTO Bbl MHE PAacCKa3blBaId? — BIPYT CIIPOCUIIA
1, 0 YEM cama IOTOM I10KaJIela.



Yunrensb TsKEN0 B3IOXHYJIA M TIOYTH HIENOTOM IPOrOBOPHIIA:

— Ila, HO naBaii He Oygem 00 ToMm!

— Coymiaire, a MOXET, Mbl BCe OMIEM Ko MHe? O Muppe cka-
Y, UTO OHa MOsI MOZIpYyTa, MpHexana MnocTynarh, HO OKa He Ha-
I1IJTa MECTO, I/ie KUTh U Ha KAKOe-TO BPeMsi OCTAHOBUTCS y Hac!
Mama Oyner coriacHa.

— Her. Ceituac Te0Oe Heb3s1 OSIBIISATLCS JoMa! — cKka3asia 03a-
OOUEHHO YUYMTEJIb.

— [Mouemy? Bc€ paBHo qHEM 51 Oymy B Ge3omacHOCTH. Bammm-
PBI K€ BEIyT TOJbKO HOYHOW 00pa3 KU3HMU !

— Bcé paBHO Henb3s1. OHM HaWayT, T1e Obl TH HU ObLta! S TeOe
HE roBOpuJia 00 9TOM, HO Y OXOTHMKOB €CTh CBOH 3arax, 1o Ko-
TOPOMY MX MOTYT HaWTU. Y JIJaMUI OY€Hb CHJIBHO Pa3BUTO 000-
HSIHHE, TaK YTO OHHM BCE PaBHO TeOs BHIYUCIIST, U TIOTOM THI JKe
HE XOuelllb, YTOOBI TBOSI CEMbsI MOCTpajiaia M3-3a Teds1, TpaB-
na? — ckasajia yuuTeb.

— Her! KoneuHo, He X04y, HO 4TO TOorja aenars? Eciv He no-
SIBITIOCH JIOMa, MeHsI moTepsiioT. He xody, 4ToObl Mama M Bce
ocTajbHbIe OECTIOKOMIIHCH! — C TPEBOTOM B TOJIOCE CKa3aa si.

Bouapunach TvimHa. MeHsi 310 Hactopoxkuio. Benp eciu
MO’KHO OBUTO ObI PEIUTH ITOT BOIIPOC JIETKO U OBICTPO, OHM OBl
yXe 4TO-HUOYIb MPUIYyMaT, HO OHM MOTYaiu. § mocMoTpena
CHayaja B CTOPOHY

Muppsl, a 3aTeM Ha cBOero yuuress B 3epkaie. O6e o 4ém-
10 gymanu. CIycTs MUHYT AECSATb YUUTe b cKa3asa:

— Ectb omHO pemnienue, HO 60I0CH YTO TOCE CKA3aHHOTO. . .



B 0011IeM, Y TeOsi TOMEeHsIeTCs B3IJIsi/I Ha MHP, — JIOTOBOPHJIA OHA.

— YT0 BBl MMEETE B BUY? — CIPOCHUJIA 51, KAK-TO HACTOPOXKEH-
HO 0O0$ICh YCTIBIINIATh YTO-TO OYEHD IJI0XOE.

— Thl roTOBa yCIIBIIATH MPaBAy? — CIPOCUIIA YUUTEb.

— Jla, — ¢ 1osTHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO TPOTOBOPUIIA 5.

B TOT MOMEHT s1 ObLIa TOTOBA YCIIBIIIATE BCE UTO YTOMHO!

— Xopoimo, Torga ciaymai u He nepebuBail. [ToMHuUIb TOT
JIeHb, KOI/Ia Bbl C MOAPYrOoM OTHPABWIKCH CIequTh 3a Jlekcom
U €ro KOMIIAaHKWEN Ha KJiaaouiue?

— IlomHi0!

JlanbIiie st cTana BCIyIIUBATBCS B KaX/10€ CJIOBO, OOSICh TPO-
MYCTUTH JIIOOYI0 CaMyI0 MEJIbYaIIyIO JeTab.

— Bc€, 9yro Tam mpowmsonio, ObUI0 MpaBaoi. Jlanklie mom-
HUIIIb, YTO ThI POCHYJIACH yXKe A0Ma, U Bce TeOsl YBEPsUTH, UTO
C TOro ciayyas mpouuio asa roga. Ceityac ke Thl OKOHUYMJIA I1IKO-
7y U 'y TeOs1 BBITYCKHOW OaJt, He mpaBjia Ju? — CHOBA CIIPOCHIIA
OHa, IOCMOTPEB C O)KUJIAHUEM OTBETA.

— Jla, HO-0,... OTKyJa Thl BCE 3TO 3HAEIIb? — C YAMBJICHUEM
Y C Ka- KOM-TO TPEBOrOM CIPOCHUIIA 1.

— Ceitvac 310 HeBaxHO! ['taBHOE TO, UTO BCE 3TO Henpap/a!
[Tonnmaems? HerpaBaa Hauanack ¢ MOMEHTA, KOT/A ThI IPOCHY-
JIach TOCJIE 3TOM HOYHOM CIEXKKH! — CKaszaja yduTellb, Il
B I1a3a.

—YT0-TO 5 HE cOBCEeM MOHMUMaI0. Thl XOUelllb CKa3aTh, UTO BCE,
YTO CO MHOM MPOMCXOIUT Celuac — 3TO TUIOJ MOEro BOoOpake-
HuA? Y MeHs, 4To Hayajlach MM30(ppeHns?



— Her. OHa umeer B BUy, UTO cei4ac Thl )KUBEIIb HE B CBOEM
MHUPE, a CKAKEM TaK, B «IOAJEIKE». B TBOEM MuUpe 10 CUX NOp
3MMa, Thl HE OKOHYMJIA IIKOJTY, HO TO, 4TO JIekc caenan ¢ TBo-
el oqHOKJIaccHULIeN — npasja! He npoiiio u Mecsia ¢ Toro Mo-
MEHTA, KaK BbI YIILTU CJEIUTh 3a HUM, — cKa3aia Muppa.

S moHMMama TOMBKO OHO: YeM OOJIbIlle MHE PAcCKa3bIBAJIH,
TeM OOJIblIie 5 3aMmyThIBaJIach OKOHYATEBHO.

—3ITO NoMIyYyaeTcs, 4To y MOero Opara HeT MallluHbl, U 51 He TY-
nstto ¢ Cepéroit?

— Hy, ecnu 310 Tebs1 Tak BOJNHYET, TO Ja, — OTBETHJIA YIWB-
JEHHO Muppa.

— Tak 4TO *e... celyac 3uma, U C TOr0 BPEMEHU 51 HU pa-
3y He MOsABJISIACH AoMa? — ellé TPEBOKHEN MTPO3BYyUYal MOU BO-
npoc.

— Her. Ilonnmaeiib, 310 B 3TOM MHpE MTPOIILIO IMOYTH JIBa IO-
14, a B TOM JEUCTBUE JI0 CUX TIOp. .. — Muppa 3aMoiyania, Kak Obl
noiorpasi Hy>KHble CJIOBa, 3aTeéM OHAa CHOBA MPOJOIKUIA, — ...
TaM BpeMsI CTOUT, HO BCE UTO Thl JIeJIaelllb 3[IeCh — 9TO BCE MPaB-
na. 91o He coH! U Tl He cMoxkelb 3Toro 3a6miTh! Eciu cero-
JHS He PUJIEIITb JOMOM, 3HAYeHHUsI 3TO UMETh He OynieT. Beg, uro
TIPOU3OMIET C TOOOM 3/1eCh, TO IMTPOU3OMIET C TOOOW M TaM, B TOM
BpEMEHU, IOHMMaelIb? — cripocuiia Muppa.

— Kaxertcd, HeT. .. HO uTto Torga cemvac ¢ Conen?

— A c Coneit Bc€ T0, 0 4éM s ToBOopmIia TeOe panbiiie! Benb
10 3/IEIIIHUM MEpKaM IPOIILIO MOYTH [1Ba rofia! — BAPYT OTBETHIIA
YUHUTEIb.



— Ho kt0 BC€ 310 cnenan? [louemy BCE 31O npou3onno? —
HE YHAMAJIaCh 51 C pacCIpPOCaMHU.

«Boo0111e, Kako#-TO TOJHBIN Opej1!» — MPOHECIOCh B TOJIOBE.

— MBb1 He 3HaeM, — ckazaia Muppa, HoCMOTpeB KaK-TO CTpaH-
HO Ha y4UTES.

— A 4ro aenarb certyac? Beap camu roBopute, JOMOM HEb35?

N onsate ouepennas joxb! BpeMs 1uio, Tak Kak U AOTKHO
ObUTO UITH. S IEHCTBUTEHLHO YACTUYHO TMOTEPsiIa MaMsTh, TO-
9TOMY U He MOMHWJIA, KaK y4WUJIach, OKOHYMJIA IIKOJIy U MHOTO€
apyroe. Jleno ObI10 B TOM, TO MCUYE3HOBEHHE OTM3KOM MOAPYTH
OBLIO J/Is1 MEHST HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHBIM CTPECCOM, YTO MOE TOJICO-
3HAHUE MPOCTO KATETOPUYECKU OTKa3bIBAJIOCh B 3TO BEPUTH U,
9TOOB HE COMTH C YMa, 1aJI0 KOMaH/1y MO3TY OTKJIIOYHUTh 4acTh
BocrnioMuHaHui. CamMu 3HaeTe, 4TO YeJIOBEUeCKMI MO3T 10 KOH-
11a HE U3YYeH U MEePUOANYECKH MPENOAHOCUT YUYEHBIM CIOPIPU-
3bl, KaKk ObI TOBOPSI, UTOOBI OHU HE PacCIadsInCh, MPOAOIKAT
ero uzyuatb. Ho onsiTh ke s BCIO 3Ty JIOKb CheJia KaK JIOXKKY Cry-
MIEHKHU, Pa3Be YTO TOJBKO J0OABKU HE TOMPOCHIA, [IOTOMY YTO
He OueHb JII0OJII0 cIaakoe. Bor Tak BOT. ...

«— Bom 6edv zadumvl kaxue! — npozosopuna Aiisa.

— He 3abvisaii, Atisa, umo Muppa mooice okazanaco neuwKol
8 €€ pyKax, mak umo 2a0uHa 30ecb OOHA, HO 3HAEUb, MO CMa-
HOBUMCSL 0adice UHmepecHo!»

— HyxHo yxonuTh oTciona u HemeyieHHo! Muppa, rie y 1e0s
Omkaiiee Mecto Howiera? — CIpoCHia YUIUTesb, TOCMOTPEB
B CTOPOHY JIEBYIIIKHM, KOTOpas A0 CUX IOP CUJEINA, HA IEPEBSIH-



HOM CKaMeUKe 0 YéM- TO 3a/1yMaBIIIHCh.

Omna nocmoTpena Kyga-To B IyCTOTY, a IIOTOM CKa3aJa:

—Mecrt y Mmens1 MHOTO. Ha ceBepe B AecATr KMJIOMETpax OTCIo-
Jla HAXOIUTCs cTapoe 3a0polieHHOe KJ1aa0uIlle OXOTHUKOB. OHO
KOHEYHO HeOOJIBIIIOE, HO TaM €CTh Mapy XOPOIIEHbKUX CKJIETIOB,
rJ€ MOXHO YKpbITbci. K TOMy %€ Tam MOBCIOAY CTOMT 3amax
OXOTHHUKOB, TaK YTO HAllIMX MPECIIEAOBATENEN ITO 3aCTAHET Bpac-
TIox ! — ckazasia Muppa ¢ JIErKo# YJILIOKOW.

— A MBI ycrieeM JI0 paccBera?

ITocne 3tux cnoB Muppa nocMorpesia B OKHO, Ha JIMLE T0-
SIBUJIACh TPEBOTra.

— PaccBer yxe ckopo. ..

— Tak, Muppa, CKOJbKO MPUMEPHO BPEMEHU OCTAJIOCh? —
crpocuiia oHa. Muppa eie pas nocMoTpesia B OKHO 1, IIOMOJTYaB
napy CeKyHJ, OTBETHJIA:

— Camoe Oobliiee — 3T0 OT MOIYTOpa J0 ABYX YacoB!

— lecATh KMJIOMETPOB 3a TMOJTOpA Yaca, Ja OexaTh mpuaeT-
cs1 OBICTPO 1 O€3 OCTAaHOBOK, €CJIM XOTHTE YCIETh, — 3a[yMYHBO
MIPOrOBOPUJIA YUUTEb.

— A noOnuxe HUYero HetT? — Crpocuia .

— K coxainennio, HeT, — OTBETHUJIA OHA.

— 41 He cmory Gexartb Tak ObIcTpO. S1 HA ypoKax (PUBKYIBTY-
pbl MWIIO TTpoderaja ¢ TPyAOM, HE TO YTO JIECSATh KUJIOMETPOB
3a MoJjTOpa yaca! — ckazasa s1 ¢ MpOHUEN.

— Yr0 *Xe, NpUAETCS MOCTAPAThCS, €CJU XOYEelllb BbIKUTh! —
ckazasa Muppa, noanpasisis Canoru.



— Pomanna, Thl 0XOTHUK. OXOTHUK JIOJKEH OBITh CHJIbHBIM
¥ BBIHOCTIMBBIM. [IpesicTaBb, UTO Mpecienyenb TONToX/IaHHYIO
1eJTb, ¥ TeOe HU B KOEM CJIy4yae HeJib3sl OCTAHABIIMBATLCS, MHA-
4e YMyCTHlllb. DTO TBOW €AMHCTBEHHbIN ImaHC. Thl JOIKHA TM0-
CTapaThCs U BEPUTh B ceOsl, UTO CMOXKEIb ITO C/IeNaTh, TOT/A
BCE MONMyYHTCSs, — 3a00TJIMBO CKa3aja yuuTesb. BeicymaB e€,
s1 KOHEYHO OIeHWJIA BCIO CEPbE3HOCTh CUTYAIMU, HO FTAPAHTUPO-
BaTh CBOU JCWCTBUsS B 3TOM IUIaHe He Mora. f jpo/mkHa ObITh
BBIHOCJIMBOW, B€/Ib BIIEPEN MPECTOSIIO CPaXkeHHe, U HU OJIHO,
HO K CaMOMY IJIaBHOMY $I JIOJDKHA ObITh ToTOBa. COHSI — BOT OC-
HOBHas 1ieJib, U 5 JJOJDKHA JI0 He€ Jo0paThCsi, BO UTO Obl TO HU
crano! Mou mbiciu

npepBaJl BCTPEBOKEHHBIN 1010 MUpPHI:

— Yépr! Onm yxe Omusko. Pomanna, 6exum!

4l cxBarmna 3epkasio, enié pas MocMOTpesia B Hero U yBujesna
CepbE3HOE JIUIIO YUUTEJIS:

— Ynaum BaM, AeBOYKM! DTO TBOM €OIUHCTBEHHBIN mIaHC, Po-
MaHHa!

EnnncrBenHbIi!

— Cnacu6o! — ¢ 9TUMU CJIOBaMH TMOJIOKUIIA 3€PKaJIblie B Kap-
MaH, a Me4 B HOXHBI U BbIOeKana cienoM 3a Muppoil.

JleBymika Oexana o4eHb OBICTPO U JIETKO, s ke C TPYJIOM
3a Hel ycrieBasia. Sl {ymaia, 4To CHJIbI e MPUIABaJIo TO, YTO OHA
ObLJIa BAMITUPOM, HO BCE OKa3aJI0Ch COBCEM IMO-IPYyromy.... Beé
0Ka3aJI0Ch HAMHOTO TJTyOXe.

«— Koneuno, 6cé 2opazoo 2aybxce. Jloou cuumarom, umo ecau



Mol 8AMNUP, 000POMEHb, 80bMA UM CYULECMBO OpY2020 poodda,
3HauuUm, mvl 001a0aeutb C6EPXCNOCOOHOCMAMIU, U 8CE IMO MONb-
KO O1azo0apsi momy, 4mo mul poouncs He uenogekom. Kaxoii ao-
cypo! U eoodue, y mens 3a0Huya 3amekaa cuoemo... Bozvmu
6om nouumaii, st noka pazomuycv! — éoamyuwancs Onee.

— Tot He 3ab0vi6alil, ymMo OHA euwé MHO2020 He 3HAAA HA MOMm
MOMEHM épemeHU. Imo HaAM ¢ MoOOl C POHCOEHUS 2060PUNY,
UMo 6ce He3A8UCUMO OM 803pacma, Noad, pacvl Moz2ym o0ona-
oambe cnocoorocmsamu. OHa dHce 8 mupe arooeii poounracs. Benow-
HU ypoku «Yenoseueckuti mup. [IpusHaku u xapakmepucmuxu.
Jlocmourncmea u nedocmamxu». MUm ¢ poxcoenus nokaszviea-
1om 6ped 0 HAc, YMo Mbl... 393 KPOSONULYbl, 8YPOANAKU... KAK
mam euwé.

— Vnopu-u! — 0obasun Onee, uckasue 00 cmeutHozo 2010c,
CMosl Ha PYKAX.

— Bom umenno! Kaxumu monvko HAc He npeocmagasiiom
U He nokasvlearom. Yousaem paou 3a0aevl, NUMAeMcsi Kpvlca-
MU, umo éce kaxkue-mo uzepauwjerypl! Ho mul dice na camom oene
6ce ouelb 00pazoearHvle, HauumarHvle. Kadxcovui eamnup 3ua-
enm MUHUMYM NSIMb PA3HbIX A3bIK08. MHozue cpedu nac mananm-
/UBble NUCAMeNU, KOMIOZUIMOPbL, XYOOUCHUKU, ounnomamsl. /la,
Mbl NbEM KPOBb, HO MO MO eOUHCHBEHHOE, UIMO NOOEePHCUBAEN
8 Hac dHcusHb. Mol He 8UHOBAMbL 8 MOM, UNMO HE MOJMCEM eCHlb
X1€0, KapmowiKy, NUMbs Yati, coku, 0axjce 6004 He BOCNPUHUMA-
emcsi Op2aHusMom.... Coenanu U3z Hac Kakux-mo MoHcmpos! —
nocaeoHue cao8a OHA NPO20BOPUNGA C 2PYCHIBIO.



— Coznacuco xoms 0bl 8 0OHOM, UMO U CPeOU 300P08020 CMa-
0a ecmv napuiueble 08lbl, KOMopble NOPMSIM PenyYymauyuio éceli
pacwi. Oii, 0a aaowo, Aiiea, mbl Jice He BUHOBAMA 8 SMOM, MAK
umo He zpycmu u He paccmpausatics! Yumarti danviue, — ckazaa,
yavionysuiucy, Onez u nPUOOHsLA cecmpy.

— IIpocmo o6uono!»

Hackosnbko Obl OBICTPO 51 HU Oeskasia, IOCTOSHHO BUjIea, Kak
ornsasiBaiack Muppa. E€ B3BOTHOBaHHBIE T71a3a BCerja CMOT-
pesii He TOJIbKO Ha MEHsI, HO Y JIajibllie, Ha JIMHUIO TOPU30HTA.
[TpexpacHo MOHUMAIA, YTO ObUIA «TSKEIBIM TPY30M», OT KOTO-
POro 3aBUCeNa ceiuac Ku3Hb. B rojoBe KpyTUIUCh CIOBA yUuTe-
ns1: «[IpencraBp, 4TO Mpecieayelsb JOITOKIAHHYIO 11eJTb, U TeOe
HU B KOEM CJIy4yae HeJlb3si OCTAHABJIMBATHCS, MHAYE YITYCTHIIIb ! »
Bexana cren B ciiej1, ctapasich He OTCTaBaTh, HO CUJIBI yXke ObUTH
Ha UCXOoJe.

UyBcTBOBaJIA, KaK Y MEHS «3aKO0JIOM» OOK, HO YITOPHO JIBHTa-
JIaCh BIIEPELL.

— Muppa! Ckonbko eme?

Ona noBepHyJ1ach U € yIbIOKOU CITpocuIa:

— Vike ycrana?

— Yto THI, KOHe4yHO HeT! S mosHa cmi! — ckazaja 4, Hatd-
HYB C OOJIBIIIAM TPYIOM YJIBIOKY ¥ IOOABHB IIIaT, TOKA3bIBasl, 4TO
001pOCTH MHE HE 3aHUMATh.

— A BCE-TaKM, CKOJIBKO €eIle?

— KusomeTpoB Bocemb! — KpuKHYIIa OHa, He 000paYnBasiCh.

— Oduretrs! MbI TipoGexanu eme TOJMBKO J1Ba KUJIOMETpa,



a'y MeHsl y)Ke sI3bIK Ha IJ1ede BUCHT! — poOyOHmIa cede 1oj1 HOC.

OcranoBwiack. Bok HectepnMo pa3oosnesncs, Oexarhb J1ajib-
11e ObUT0 HEBO3MOXHO. ] yBHIENa, Kak 3a 04epeJHbIM TIOBOPO-
TOM CKpbLIach Muppa.

— IMyctp G6exur! Ceilyac HEMHOXKO OTIOXHY M 00s13aTeIbHO
JOTOHIO €€! — ¢ STUMH MBICIISIMU 1 OTIepJiach O AEPEBO U, TsKe-
JI0 JIpIINA, CTajla OCMATpUBAThCs MO cTopoHaMm. [louemy-To Obuia
yBepeHa, 4TO OHa BOT-BOT BBIMJIET M3-3a MOBOPOTA, HO... Tpe-
KpacHO MOHUMaJIa, 4To Oy/Ib ceiiyac Ha e€ MecTe, TIOCTyMuIa Obl
Tak’Ke, Belb OT 3TOTO 3aBUCENA MOsI KU3Hb. MHE Ka3aiach, 4To
NPOIIUIO BCErO Mapy MUHYT, HO, MOCMOTPEB Ha HEOO, MpHUIILIA
B yXac.

— Yepr! Tloutu cBeraer, a s ewE 30ech! — ¢ 3TUMU CJIOBa-
MU pBaHyna Brepéa. S Oexana HACTONBKO OBICTPO, HACKOJBKO
Obuta criocoOHa. Oberana BeTKH, NieperpbiruBaia nuu. He nve-
Jla He MaJISHIIIero mpenacTaBieHus, Kyna 0exarb, Ijie CBEpHYTb,
HO MHe Ka3ajiach, YT0 Muppa MBICJIEHHO Bella MeHsI, TaK OHO
u ObuT0. He 3Ham, ckosbko Oeskasia, HO 10 MecTa 100paach, KO-
I71a COJIHIIE yXke BCTaso. I HACTONBbKO OblTa 0OECHOKOeHa TeM,
nobexana 11 Muppa, 4To COBCEM HU UyBCTBOBaJIA YCTAJIOCTH.
BriOeskxaa Ha ToJIsiHy, KOTOpast CIUIONIb OblTa TIOKPhITA pa3/Ind-
HBIMM MoruiaMu. [TpruéM OT cambIX CTapbIX KPEeCcTOB U JI0 OT-
HOCUTEJIbHO HOBBIX. U Oblia ynuBiiena tem, uto yBuaesa. Hu pa-
3y He cIiblnaia 06 3ToM Kiaaouine. YyTh mooasb, 32 HECKOJb-
KUMU COCHaMH, YBUJIeNIa TOUYTU Pa3BATUBIINICS CKJICTI, a eIé
JaJibllie — HOBBIA M3 Ceporo KamHs. $1, KOHe4yHo, He OOosIach



KJIQIOUIT] ¥ MOTHJI, HO BIieYaTIeHue BCE PaBHO OBbUIO HETIPUSIT-
HbIM. [laxso cmepreo. f memeHHO mouwia no psAgam, yuras
Haamcy. Mx 06110 MHOTO.

— Heyxenu 310 BCE OXOTHUKU?

[lIna menyieHHO, psilt 32 PSAOM, MOKA He NoOpaiach A0 pas-
BAJIMBIIErocs ckJjena. OCTaHOBUBIIKCH, €IIE pa3 Orjsjena Bee
KJIQIOUITe C BOCXMINICHUEM, U HEBOJILHO MHOHM OBJajeia Ka-
Kas1-TO HETIOHSATHAS TOPAOCTD 3a BCEX OXOTHUKOB U, KOHEUHO K€,
3a ceOs1. 3y1ech ObUTM pa3Hble OXOTHUKH: MYKUYHMHBI, KEHITIMHBI
Y JaKE JIETH.

«A noyemy 3/1€Ch HET MOTUJIbI MOETO YUUTES?»

Mse ObUIO HACTOJILKO MHTEPECHO, YTO 3a0bIB MPO CBOIO 0e3-
OMACHOCTD, pellInja eIIE pa3 BHUMATEIBHO BCE BOKPYI OCMOT-
petb. CycTs moaTopa yaca MoHsJIa, YTO MOTWIIBI MOETO YUUTES
371eCh TOUYHO He OBLIO.

— Kak ke Tak, Begb OHa TOXE OXOTHHUK, MOYEMY €€-TO
371eCh HeT?

— Jlagno, ciipoity Muppy, — ¢ 3TUMH CJIOBaMU £ TIOBEPHYJIACH
JIMIIOM K CKJIENY U CTaJla TOOYEPEAHO CMOTPETh TO HA HOBBIW,
TO Ha CTapbli, TEPAACH B AOTaAKax, Ky/la Morjia olTh HOYeBaTh
Muppa.

— KoHeuHo *ke, B HOBbI. YUTO OHa MO 3TUMU pa3BaIMHAMU
HE BUJIeJIa, 2 B HOBOM HABEPHO YJOOHO, — C STUMHU CJIOBAMH CTa-
Jla MEJIEHHO CIYCKaTbCsl MO CTYNEHbKaM, JEepXkach 3a XOJIOJ-
Hble cTeHbl. Kak TobKOo BoILIa, Ha MEHS MOy JIETKUI BETEPOK.
Ot 3TOTO BETepKa 1o Koke nodexanu Myparku. Kak Hu crpaH-



HO, HO BHYTPU HUYEM HU MaxXJIO: HU THUJIbIO, HU PA3JIOKUBIIIN-
MUCS TPyIIaMH, CKOpee BCET0 — CHIPOCThIO. M3 3TOTO0 51 M crienasia
BBIBOJI, YTO CKJIET 37IeCh CTOMT CPaBHUTEIbHO HeaBHO. Hecrien-
HO CITyCTUBIIIKCh, Ha OIIYIIb, CTajIa MPOOUPAThCS BHYTPh. BbIIO
HE OYEeHb IIPUATHO TPEBOKUTH UYbE-TO CIIOKOWCTBHE, HO 0OCTOS-
TenbcTBa TpeOoBamu. He 3HaI0, CKOJBKO 51 MPOIUIA, HO PEIIUB,
YTO XBaTHUT, CeJIa HAa YTO-TO MSTKOE.

— Y10 3TO y MEHS... — C TUMHU CJIOBAMHM $1 CHsJIa MEpUaTKy
Y CTaJia HaIllyTNbIBaTh TO, YTO JIEKAJIO MO0 MHOM.

«Kaskercs 310 TpAnKku. ... A! HaBepHOe, Muppa a1 MeH 1o-
cTenu- aal», — ¢ 9TOM MBICTBIO U CO CIOKOWMHOM JAYIION Jieria
charth, YKPBIBIIMCH I1J1aIoM. Kak ToIbKO rojioBa KOCHYJIaCh «I0-
OYIIKW», YCTAJIOCTh Jajla 0 ce0e 3HATh U CITYCTs Mapy MUHYT s
yiKe CJIaJIKO MOCarbIBaia.

I'JIABA IX



AJiekcanap

JUTMHHBIN TEMHBIA KOPUAOP, BEAYIIUA B 3aJ1, OOJIbIIE HATO-
MUHaJI KOPUAOPHI CTapbix TiopeM. Koe-rae Bucenu MOPTPETHI.
CreHbl OBUTH CHIEJIaHBI U3 TEMHOTO KUPITMYA, YTO JEJIaJIO TTOMe-
1ieHue eie 0ojee MpayHbIM.

Ha xononnax Obutn 3akperuieHsl ropsimnue akesbl. CTeKIsTH-
HbIE IBEPU BEJIM B OTPOMHBII TPOHHBIN 3aJ1 C BBICOYANIIIAMMU I10-
TOJIKAMH ¥ HEBEPOSTHO KPACHUBOM U CTAPUHHOUN apXUTEKTYPOHU.
B notoske no neHTpy — KpyIrioe OTBEPCTHE, MOKPHITOE FOTyObIM
CTEKJIOM, Uepe3 KOTOPOe, B 3aBUCIMOCTH OT BPEMEHU CYTOK IPO-
HUKaJI CBeT. B 3aj1e cTosti cTaTyu U BUCEIH TSKENbIE OarpoBbie
mrropbl. Ha mosy Oblia paccresieHa KOBpoBasi IOpOXkKa, a B TITy-
OuHe 3aJla CTOsUT TPOH, B KOTopoM Boccenan Jlekc. Ero cnerka
OCBeIIaJI JIYHHBIA CBET, POOMBABIIHUIICS Yepe3 TO caMoe OKHO
B IIOTOJIKE. BbUTM BUTHBI BCETO JIMIIb €10 OYepTaHUsl. 3aJyMUUB.
Kpacus. Ero mpbicii ObUTH TpepBaHbl OBICTPHIMU IIIATaAMHU.

— Jlekc! — KpuKHys1 Opat, He ycreB AOMTH JI0 HETO.

Jlexc nmoaHsI r1a3a, U eie u3gaam, 3aMEeTUI BCTPEBOKEHHOE
o Opara.

— Yo ciayumnocs, Opiian? — CpoCHII OH CIIOKOMHO, HE MEH SISl
BBIpaKEHU JIALIA.

Kaxk Tonpko Opran noforén OJvske OH CIIPOCHIL:

— ThI caplIasT HOBOCTH?

— Yro 3a HOBOCTB?



— Hey:xenu ei€ He capbiuan? JlagHo, MHe TOJIBKO cervac Ao-
Hecny, uto Uzympyn u Candup youTst!

[Tocne atux cnoB Jlekc omycTun HOTY Ha MOJ, HA €ro JIuie
ObLIO yIMBJIEHUE, HO TOJIOC OCTABAJICS COBEPILIEHHO CTIOKOMHBIM.

— Yo 3Haunt youtsl? OTKyna 3ta uapopmanms?

— Jlekc, oHM OBUTH OKOJIO JIIOICKHX JIOMOB. YOUJIM CHAaYaIa Ofi-
HY, 3aTeM — JIpyryo. Busupb mpocto B sipoctu! — oTBeTI Opar.

Jlekc Bctan. OH HemomoOMMBaN A0, HO ObUIM YOUTHI MX
JIBOIOPOJIHBIE CECTPBI, @ ITO YK€ O MHOI'OM TOBOPUJIO.

— Yro 3HaumT yomnm?! § 3anmpeTiit Bce BHIXO/BI B TOPOI, TIO]
CTpaxoM cMepTHOM Ka3Hu. Yto onu Tam aenanu? [louemy Bu-
3Upb HE OTCJIEKUBAET CBOMX MNOAJAHHBIX? — celyac yke B €ro
roJIOCE CJIBIIIAJICS THEB.

— ¢l He 3Ha10 TOUHO, HO CKAa3aJIx, YTO OHY TaM UT'PAJIK B 00pase
KOIIIEK.

Jlionm ux TouyHO NorMaTh He MOIJIU. ['0BOPAT, OXOTHUKH.

Jlexkc MeUIeHHO MOJOWIEN K IITOpam, MOTOM, PE3KO MOBEp-
HYBIIIMCh B CTOPOHY OpaTa, KpUKHYII:

— Urparb Ha OTKPBITOI MecTHOCTU — 3T0 Oe3ymue! OHM ke
ObLITM OMBITHBIMU, KaK OHU MOIJIU Tak cziaTh ceds1? YBepeH, Bu-
3Upb MEPBBIM JIEJIOM 3aMIOAO3PUT MEHSI.

— HukTto He 3HaJI, KaK 3TO CIIy4YUJIOCh, HO BCE YBEPSIOT, YTO
OJIMH TOYHO OBLT BaMITUPOM, CKOpee MOJIyKPOBKOM, BTOPOIt ke —
oxotHuKoM. Korja oOHapyXuiu ux mponaxy, Bce cpasy ke py-
HyJsuch Tyna. Ho tam

Jla’ke He OCTAJIOCh UX TAJMCMAHOB, 3HAYWT, YOUBIIIHE Y3HAIN



B HUX Jo4depeit Buzupsi! — ckazan B3posiHoBaHHO OpriaH.

— TlonmykpoBka m oxoTHuk! 3a06aBHO.... pa3Be B Halle Bpe-
M$ Takoe eIl BO3MOXKXHO? XMM... 3a HUMU YK€ HalpaBUJIMCh
Ha MOMCKU?

— Koneuno, cpa3y ke! MoxkeT M ToMoub? — CIIPOCKI 03a00-
YEeHHO Opar.

— KoneuHo, 0e3 pa3roBopoB, OTIIPaBb Ha MOWCKH JECATKA J1Ba
VI TPY BaMIIUPOB B pacniopsikeHre Buzups, Hy Ha CBOE ycMOT-
penue! — ¢ sTmu cnoBamu Jlekc cierka ynsionyscst Opaty u Op-
JIaH YILEN.

[loBenuTtenb MEIJIEHHBIMY IIAramMy MOAOIIEN K IITOpam, Of-
HUM JIBUKEHUEM PYKU OTOBUHYJI UX, Y JIYHHBII CBET MOJIHOCTHIO
ocBeTu1 ero Jimio. OH BCE Tak ke ObUT 3alyMUYMB U CEPhE3EH.

— Anekcanjip! — 3T0 Mpo3ByUasIo rpyoo u pe3ko. Tak ero mor
3BaTh TOJIBKO OJIMH BaMIIKp. B 3TOM ronoce oH cpa3y y3Ha «JIo-
6umoro» asiaio. [loBepHyBIIMCh, YBUIEN pa3rHEBaHHOTO Busu-
ps.

— §1 He cipllnas, Kak Tel BOLLEN, A4, — CKa3al JIeke ¢ Ka-
KOU-TO HEMPUS3HBIO.

— He ynuBurensno. Heboch, pamyenibcsi CMEpTH MOUX JIEBO-
yek? f cpasy 3armogo3pui — 3T0 TBOMX PYyK Aejio. Beé mcruib
3a CMEpTh POACTBEHHUKOB, — 3 €0 HOCA OYKBAJILHO BAJIHJI [IBIM.

— Ycnokoiics, Busups. f 3nech He npuuém. { y3Han o0 sTom
TONBKO ceruac ot OpiaHa u NOTPsICEH He MeHblIe TBoero! B naH-
HBII MOMEHT BpPEMEHHM 1 yXkKe OTIPABWJ B TBOE paclopsiKEHUE
OTpsiT BAMITUPOB HAa TIOMCKH, TaK YTO MHE KakeTcs, y TeOs



HE JI0JKHO OBITh MPUYUH IS 37100bI ¥ TIONO3PEHUIA, — IIPOTOBO-
pwt JIekc CIOKOMHO.

Kazanocs, nocie 3Tux cjioB Asis HEMHOTO YCTIOKOWJICS.

— U ¢ gero ThI BOOOIIIE B35, YTO 3TO MOUX PYK J€10? — Mpo-
noypkui Jlekc.

— 41... 6maromapio Tebs1 32 IOMOIIb, HO MBI Y3HAJH, KTO OBLI
STOT BaMITUP, YOUBIIANA MOMX JE€BOYEK. DTO U3 TBOUX IOJJIaH-
HbIX. TaK 4TO Thl MPUKAKELIb MHE J€J1aTh? — CHOBA HA4aJsl 3JIUTh-
cs Buzups.

—3T0ro He MOXeT ObITh. HUKTO M3 MOMX MOIJAHHBIX HE OCMe-
JUTCA Ha Takoe. Thl TOYHO yBepeH B CBOMX OOBHHEHMSX? —
¢ yauBieHueMm cripocui Jlekc.

— Koneuno! 910 nonykpoBka Muppa, €€ 1amuu cpasy y3Ha-
7, a C Hel Kakasi-To AeBYoHKa. He 3Hato, KTO 3TO OBLI, HO ec-
711 OBl HE 3arax OXOTHUKA, TOAYMaJt Obl, UYTO ITO TOKE MOTYKPOB-
ka! Yto Ha 31O cKaxellb, Jlekc?!

Jlekc ObUT yIMBIIEH HE MEHBIIIE:

— Muppa? XM, HO OHa JAaBHO YXE€ MHE HE MNOIYUHACTCA
W 32 Hell peoCcTaTOuHO rpelkoB. CKOMBKO Obl €€ HU JIOBUJIH,
9TOI OecTuu Bcerja yaaBajioch u3zdexkars kazHu! Ho s Huuero
HE 3HAI0 O BTOPOW JIEBYOHKE, KJISIHYCh! — OTBET MPO3BYYal UC-
KpPEHHE.

—41... Bepio Tebe, AJIeKCaH/Ip, HO 5 XOUY, YTOOBI Thl MHE KO-
4TO Mo00eIIal, — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU OH BOIPOCUTETBHO TTOCMOT-
peJl Ha MJIeMSIHHUKA.

— 51 mooGernain Tede, eciu ITO «YTO-TO» B pa3yMHBIX Mpee-



Jax, — Hactopoxwica Jlekc n nopomen k ceoemy TpoHy. Ces,
NIPEUIOKWI JsA1€ TPUCECTh PAIOM B KPECso, HO TOT, OTKa3aB-
IIKUCh, TPOrOBOPHITL:

— KoneuHo, 310 B pa3ymHbIX mipefesax. S xouy, 4ToObl Tl OT-
Ja7l MHE OXOTHHUILy, Korga ux noumaior! ITomyKpoBKYy MOKelllb
3a0pathb ceOe, a OXOTHUITY OT/IAIlb MHE, TOTOBOPUJIVCH? — C 9TH-
MU CJIOBAMHU A5l BOIPOCUTENBHO MTOCMOTPEJT Ha TUIEMSIHHUKA.

Jlekc 3amymalics, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OTBETHIL:

— Xopol1io, HO cyuTh e€ OyaeTe B MOEM MPUCYTCTBUM.

— JlamHo, — HeOBONBHO OypKHYJT Busupsb.

C 3TUMU CIOBaMU OH MpeBpaTUiICs B JIETKYIO AbIMKY U KCIIa-
pUJICS, CIIOBHO €ro 3/1eCh HUKOT/A U He ObLIO.

— A xTO )¢ y Hac BTopasi? UtoObl yOUTh MX, HYy)KHO 00J1a/1aTh
HE/I0)KMHHOM CUJION U OITBITOM. MOKET 3TO UbsI-TO BOCITUTAHHU-
ua? — pasmeinuisul JIekc Beyx.

— T'opH!

B TpoHHBII 3a)1 OBICTPHIMY IIIATAMU BOIIEN BBICOKHM, XYI0-
I[aBbIM ¥ CBETJIOBOJIOCHIN BAMITHP.

— BbI 3Ban1 MeH$? — CPOCUJI OH, MOKJIOHMBIIUCH JIekcy.

— Ja. Ckaxu, Kak TaM MOXUBAET Hallla TOCThs?

— XopoII10, yYUTBIBAsA, YTO OHA HUYETO He eCT U HUKOTO K cebe
HE ITyCKaeT.

JIekc ycMexHyJIcs U POrOBOPUI:

— JlagHO, MycTh HUYEro He ecT, €4y BCE pPaBHO NPUHOCUTE
U IIpeAyTpeuTe, YTO CKOpPO OyAeT 3BaHbI Beuep, U K Hell 3ariis-
HEeT KeHHUX, IMyCTh OyeT rOTOBa K BCTpede C BO3MOOIEHHbIM! —



MOCJIEHKE CJIOBA OH CKa3asl C €XUJCTBOM M U3/IEBKOH B rojioce.

— Xopoliio, rocnofiv, s Bc€ eii nepegam. Yto-HuOyap enie? —
cripocu1 I'OpH, IS5 HA TOBEJTUTENS.

— Ha. OtnpaBb cBOMX BaMNMpOB K Busupio, nycrs pa3y3Ha-
10T, IJIs1 YEro Ha caMoM JieJie eMy HyKHa oxOTHUlA. EctecTBeH-
HO MHKOTHUTO! DTO BCE! — ¢ 3TMMU citoBamu JIekc mpeBpaTuics
B OOJTBIIIOrO YEPHOTO KOTA, U, OHUM MPHIKKOM BCKOUMB Ha TOJI-
OKOHHUK, ucue3. ['OpH, MpOBOAMB X0O35IMHA B3MJISIOM, YAAIUII-
csl cam.

I'JIABA X

3acanga

Sl mpocHyack, Korna Ha ynurie yxke Obuto TeMHo. Criaako mo-
TSHYBIIKCDH U YJIBIOHYBIIKCD, BcTasia. Orisaenach o CTOPOHaM,
yBUJIEJIA OTKPBITYIO KPBIIIKY rpoda.

«Mmuppa yxe TpoCHyIach».

3nech JHEM-TO OBLIO TEMHO, a HOUBIO ¥ TIOAaBHO. Biaro s
MeHs 3a0o0TMBasi Muppa, BUAUMO OO0SICh, UTO B TEMHOTE 51 0051-
3aTesIbHO 000 YTO-HUOY/Ib CIIOTKHYCh U pacimby cede Hoc, To-
3a00THIACh 00 9TOM M MOCTaBMIA HA KAMEHb CBEUKY.

«/la, a 3anamok u30 pra uyTo Hajo! ['1e-1o y MeHs Oblia jKBay-
Ka?» — C 3TOU MBICJIBIO S CTaJla apUTh MO0 BCEM KapMaHaM. XO-



POIIIO, Y4TO OHA Bceryia Obljla y MeHsI COO0M, UMEHHO B TAKUX CH-
Tyalsix oHa OoJIbIIe Bcero Heooxonuma. Y ceOsi B KapMaHe Ha-
I1IJTa HECKOJIbKO MSATHBIX MOAYIIIEUYeK, YeMy Oblila HECKa3aHHO pa-
na. 3aToNKaB OfIHY B POT, C OOJBIIIUM YJOBOJILCTBUEM CTaja e€
KEeBaTh:

«M-M-M, CBEXkO0, 3710pPOBO!», — C 9TOI MBICITBIO 5I TTOIILIA K BbI-
XOfy.

[MosHast lyHa CBOMM SIPKUM CBETOM OCBelliasa Kianowurne. 51
BJIOXHYJIA TIOJIHOW TPY/IbI0 HOYHOW BO3/YX, M YCIIBIIIIAJA CTPAH-
Hoe Oyp4aHue, TOHOCSIIEeecss U3 MOETo KMBOTA:

— Tak, qpIXaHue-TO y MEHs CBeXee, a BOT JKETylIOK MOU MyCT
¥l €CJIU 5 ceivyac 4ero-Huoy/Ib He CheM, TO MOE He OYeHb I'POMKOE
OypuaHue CTaHeT OYeHb IPOMKHUM! — BUIMMO $I CJIUIIIKOM T'POM-
KO paccykjaana BCIyX, TaK Kak IMOCJ/ie CKa3aHHBIX CJIOB IMPSMO
HAIMPOTUB MEHs B KyCTaxX 4TO-TO IIEJOXHYJIOCh. f cTanma Bcmar-
pUBaThCS, HO HUYEro He cMomia pasrisaerh. [lonoxuna pyky
Ha OOK W...:

«Yeépr! I'ne meu u Hakuaka!?»

Bnpyr BcrioMHMIIa, 94TO BCE 3TO GIArOMOMYYHO OCTAJIOCh Jie-
KaThb B cKJerie. S TMXOHBKO MONSATHIACH Ha3ajl M Hadasia OrJis-
JBIBaThCS 1O CTOPOHAM. PyKoii Halltyiajia CTeHy, U pe3Ko MoBep-
HYBIIIKCh, TOOEKasa BHU3 10 JieceHKaM. CXBAaTHB HOKHBI, BHYT-
PY KOTOPBIX YK€ JiexkKasl Med, 3alleliia UX Ha TaJud, B3sia Ha-
KUKy, U 3aBsi3aB e€, notymia ceeuy. Crapasich He IIyMeETh,
TIOJTHSJIACh HaBEPX.

«Mosxet ObITh 3TO Muppa?»



— Muppa, 3T0 ThI?

Ho B oTBeT He OBUIO HU 3BYKa, STO HACTOPOKMUJIO.

«Tak, Hafo cobparbcs. Kak meHst yuriia Muppa, HyKHO Tiepe-
cTaTh OOSATHCS U HAYaTh MPUCITYIIUBATLCS K OKPYKAIOLIEH cpe-
ne!» — ¢ 3TON MBIC/IBIO JocTala MeY.

«CBEpYKM CTPEKOUYT...» — s YIBIOHYJIAaCh M CTajia JAJIbIIe
BCJIyIIMBAThCs B TUIIMHY. Hudero.

— MoxeT ObITh MocTblIaach? — C STUMHU CJIOBAMH s yxke
coOpayiach BBIUTH W3 CKJIeTla, KaK CHOBA YCJBIIIANA IIOPOX,
HO TOJIBKO y ceOs1 Haj| royioBoi. [TofHSIB Me4, U HalpaBUB €ro
Ha KpBIIIy CKJIeNa, HayaJla BHUMATEJIbHO pacCMaTpUBaTh OTpa-
’KeHMe, HO HUYEero He yBujena. Bapyr Henaneko oT MeHsl YTO-TO
MIPOMEJIbKHYJIO U 3aTaujioch. EMMHCTBEHHOE, UTO s ycrena pas-
[JISIAETh, 9TO, KAK MHE MOKA3aJIoCh, €f0 OIPOMHbIE pa3Mephl:

«3T0 TOYHO He Muppa!», — C 3TOU MBIC/IBIO 1 BJOXHYJIA BO3-
JyX Y IOYYBCTBOBaJIa KAKOW-TO HOBBIH /IJ1s1 MEHsI 3a1ax, paHblile
TaKOro HUrJe He BcTpedana. MoxkeT ObITh, IOTOMY YTO 3TO OBbLI
HE COBCEM 3arlax, a CKOpee BCEro 9To MOXOUIIO Ha. .. XOJIOIHBIN
BO31yx! 3Haere, KOrma MOPO3HbIM 3UMHUM YTPOM BBIXO[HUIIb
Ha YJIUILY, ¥ BJbIXaelllb STOT BO3IyX MOJHOUN IPyAblo, TO CTAHO-
BUTCS KaK-TO MIEKOTHO B HOCY M HEMHOXKO XOJIOJIHO M HETIpH-
aTHO. S1 moHsIa, yoexaTh He ylacTcs, a CIIPaBUThCS C HUM, CY-
I MO pa3Mepam, OyZieT HeJIerko, HO JIpYroro BeIOOpa He ObLIO,
s JOJDKHA ObUla BUraThCs nanblne, Brepén. [Iposeas rmazamu
10 BCeMy KJIaAOuIily, MHE CTaJlo Kak-ToO He 1o ce0e OT cTpaxa.

«Kak 51 Mory 6osiTbCs1 B 3TOM CBsITOM Mecte? Benp 31ech ke



MOXOPOHEHBI OXOTHUKHU. . . BEJIMKKME U3 BEJIMKUX, U OHU HABEPHSI-
Ka He OOSUTHCH, a JJaKe eCIIM U OOSUTUCh, TO CPakaJIuCh JI0 KOHIIA
U, IOTUOHYB, 0OpeJIM CJIaBy W HAIeXKTy, UTO MX JeJI0 OyJIeT mpo-
nomkeHo! Kak s Mmory crosaTth 31ech u 0ostbesa? Eciu MHe cyxk-
J€HO MOTUOHYTh CETOHSI, TO IYCTh 3TO OY/IET C YECTHIO 1)1 MEHSI
u... 11 moen Conu! A nonay 1o koHIa!» — ¢ STUMHU MBICIISIMU
s cXKajla pyKaMH Med ¥, BBICKOUYMB U3 CKJIeTia, ObICTPO MOBEPHY-
Jlach B CTOPOHY KPBIIIH, HO TaM OBLIO MYCTO.

«Yro 310? UlyTKa?!» — Mogymana i, Kak BAPYT 3a CIIMHOM
ycablana Tskenoe apixanue. CIIOTHYB CIIIOHY, MEIJIEHHO MO-
BEpHYJIaCh M yBHJENA Mepell COOOM JILICOrO CMYIJIOTO BaMITH-
pa orpoMHOro pocrta v pazmepoB. OH CaMOJOBOJILHO CMOTpeJ
Ha MeHs. Opexa Obula B cepo-YEPHBIX TOHAX, & HA €ro rpyau
yBUjIeNA YEPHBIA MaK, TOYHO TaKOH ke ObUT M y YOUTHIX JIAMHH.
Koraa oH ockanuics, 3aMeTusia iBa OrPOMHBIX KJIbIKA.

«Takom chect u 1axke He MOAABUTCS», — MOAyMaJia s, TYT ke
OTCKOYMJIa Ha3a]l, BBICTABUB Iepe]l OO0 Med, ¥ ITPUTOTOBUIIACh
HAHECTHU yAap, HO OH JIaKe He MIEJIOXHYJICS.

— 4 mpenyiaraio Tede cnarbcsi JOOPOBOJIBHO, — CKa3ajl OH Oa-
coM. 51 Obla yauBIieHa, HO MOl OUTEIbHOCTh OCTaBaIaCh Ha Me-
cre:

— Cnarbca?

— Jla, — ckazaJt OH TBEPIO U YBEPEHHO.

— B yecTb 4ero 31o s goikHA caaBaTheA? 1 HUYEro IaIoxoro
He cJiesianal — OTBETWIA YBEPEHHO, XOTsl MPEKPACHO NMOHMMAJIA,
YTO OH UMeEJI B BUY.



— Thbl oOBUHSIENIIbCS B YOMICTBE JABYX JJaMUI KOPOJEBCKUMN
KpoBeid. Tak TbI Oyaenib ciaBaThcsi JOOPOBOJIBHO WM HET?

— §1 He yOuBasia, a MPOCTO BBHINOJHUIIA CBOM OOS3aHHOCTU
OXOTHHIIBI, — CKa3aja 5 C YJIBIOKOW Ha JIMIe, a BHYTPHU Cepile
HAYMHAJIO OUTHCs OBICTpEE, MPEIyBCTBYS OMACHOCTb.

Sl Bunena, Kax ero riasa OlecHy/u U, yKe HEMHOTO Pa303/I1B-
IIMCh, OH CIIPOCHJI CHOBA:

— I ciparBato TeOst B IOCJESJHUN pa3, CAAIILCS JIM Th J00-
poBOJIbHO WK HeT? OTBevyall HEMEJICHHO M UMel BBHIY, UTO
9TO MOMYKpoBKa Muppa yxke He TIOMOKET.

[Tocne 3TUX CJIOB MEHS CIOBHO YTO-TO CTYKHYJIO IO TOJIOBE
¥ 5 CIIpOCHIIA:

— Yro 3HauMT, yxke He momoxer? A rae oHa?

Bunimo y MeHst ObUTO Takoe BhIpKEHHUE JIUIA, YTO MPU BHUIE
HETO 3TOT 3/I0POBSIK YJIBIOHYJICS, IPUYEM C TAKMM YIOBOJIbCTBH-
€M, 4TO Ka3aJ0Ch OH BOT-BOT 3aMYpJIbIKAET OT CUACThSI.

— Muppa pemmia cnacty 1e0si [IeHOH COOCTBEHHOM JKW3HH,
B3s1JIa Ha ceOs1 POJTb KEPTBHI M yBeJsa 32 COOOU eCSITOK BaMIIH-
poB. MBI penuiy ocTaThbesl, ¥ IOCMOTPH, KaK HaM TOBE3JI0, Ha-
i Teost. Tak aa i Her?

«Muppa noxepTBOBajia COOOM pajd MeHsl, HO MoYeMy OHa
MeHs He pa3Oynuia? 3HauuT, s eil o0si3aHa, ¥ Terepb TeM Oosiee
He MO/IBE/ly HUKOTO!» — ¢ y’KacoM MpoJieTeI B MOEH ToioBe 3TH
MBICIIH.

— Bor 4r0, BesMkaH, xouy Tebs1 pa3oyapoBaTh M CKa3aTh, YTO
TeOe He TIOBe3JI0! — 3TH CJIOBA I CKas3asia ¢ KaKOW-TO YCMEIITKOM.



— 9TO 3HAUUT «HET»?

— Te1 mpaBuIBHO MOHSAN!

— Torga s nomkeH TeGs pazovyapoBath! D10 Tebe He TOBE3-
jo! Ilo

MpUKa3y MOEro roclojiuHa, NOBEIUTeNs JaMuid — Buzups, Tbl,
OXOTHHUIIA, Oyl apecTOBaHa M HEMEJICHHO TpeaaHa cyimy!
Bzate e€! — ¢ aTuMu clioBamMu, OTKY/1a HU BO3bMUCh, TTOSIBUTIHCH
Jpyrue BaMITMpPbI, TAKUE ke OrpoMHbIe U Oojbiiue. X ObLIo
OKOJIO JIeCATKA.

¢l 1 noHATHA HE MMeJIa, BO UTO BisAnanack! OHM 1A CO BCEX
CTOPOH, $1 OblJIa pacTepstHa, YTO OBUIO CJIUIIIKOM OYEBUJIHO, YTO-
Obl ckpeiBaTh. He 3Hausa, kyma 6exarh uto aenars? CTowino i
XOTb YTO-HUOY/Ib TIPEATNPUHUMATD WA OTAATHCS HA BOJIIO CY/lb-
oe?

«Ecnu g centyac cnamcsi, To Busupb co MHOM LIEPEMOHUTHCS
TOYHO He cTaHeT, Torja u COHIO ClacTy He yAACTCsl, a €CJIH MOIIbI-
TaThcs yOeXKaTh, TO CKOJIBKO Y MeHsI IaHCOB Ha roder? Yto xe
Jenath? I'1e ke MO CKPBITHIM MOTEHIIMAT OXOTHUKA, €CJIM OH
€CTb, TO eMy Mopa Obl yXke MPOCHYThCS U HAUaTh IENUCTBOBATH ! » —
C 9TOM MBICJIBIO 51 CTajia OMKMCHIBATh MEJICHHBIMU IlIaraMu BO-
Kpyr cebst Kpyr, AepKa HAroTOBe Med.

«O[HO 3HAI0 TOYHO, YTO MOKA B pyKax Me4y OHU KO MHE He pe-
IIaTCS MOAOWTH, a 3TO 3HAYUT, OHU MOIBITAIOTCS BHIOUTH €ro!» —
sl Kperye ckajia ero B pykax.

— Hy, 410 e Bbl Tak MEIJIEHHO MOAXOAUTE, BEAb TOTO IIISAN
CKOpO BcTaHeT cosHile! S, KoHeuHO *ke, MOTy MO0k /1aTh, KOT/ia



Bbl BBIKUHETE Ha TaJIblIaX KTO MEPBbIA, HO OOIOCh, YTO PACCBET
KIaTh He OyeT! — KpUKHya 1.

C 3TUMU CJI0BaMH B MOIO CTOPOHY C JIBYX CTOPOH MOOEKaJIH
JIBa BaMIUpa, HO, TOXKJABIIUCH, KOTJ]a OHU JIOCTATOYHO OJIM3KO
nozI0eryT, sl yBepHYJIach, 1 OHU 00a TPECHYJIUCh CBOUMHU JIOAMU
Y pas3NieTeNINCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI.

— Ho uTo x BBI Tak He ocTOpoXxHBI? Heykenmm HU pasy He BH-
Je7I1 3TOT TPIOK TIO TeseKy?

— Jlaxxe B Takoi OE3BBIXOIHOW CUTYyaIluM TeOe Becesio, a MO-
JKET ITO CTPAX, CKPHIBAIOIIMKCS 32 BECEIbEM ! — [IOMHTEPECOBAII-
Cs1 37I0POBSIK.

— Her, ommbaenibes, s Te0s He O60roch! — cKazana s, U TYT
MEeHS OCEHUJIO.

«Kax s cpazy ne coodpasuna! Mo meu!» — ¢ STUMH cJI0Ba-
MU 1 B3sJ1a Me 3a JIe3BUE U, HAlIPaBUB HAa BAMITUPOB PYKOSTKY,
Ha KOTOPO#i ObLIT U300pakKEH KPECT, CTasla MEJIEHHO MOAXOIUTD
K HUM, 2 OHHM C IIUIeHneM oTxoamm. Kak ToipKo 4yBCcTBOBaIA
y ce0sl 32 CIIMHOM XOJI0[], Pe3KO MOBOPAYMBAIaCh HA3a/1 U BaM-
IIUPBI, KOTOPBIE MBITAIMCh HANIACTh CO CITUHBI, C KPUKAMU U ITTH-
NIEHWEM OTJIETAIM B CTOPOHY. $1 Me[IJIeHHO U OCTOPOKHO MPOOU-
pajiach B CTOPOHY Jieca, KyJa, Kak MHe Ka3aJloch, yiuia Muppa.
S1 Buziena ux 3J1ble pOXKU, KaK OHU UCKAKAIUCh OT TOU OOJH, KO-
TOPYIO MPUYUHSIT UM KPECT.

— TeGe syule caatbesi MO-XOPOIIEMyY, a HHA4Ye He MO3/10po-
BUTCA! — KPUKHYJI 3/I0POBSIK.

— boxe moH, kak MHe cTpaiHo! Mexy npouum, ceryac Bbl



HAXOJMTECh Ha CBAIIEHHOW 3eMJIE M HAC HAMHOI'O OOJIbIIIE, YeEM
Bac! — KpUKHYJA 51 B OTBET, IPU STOM BBIPAKEHUE MOETO JIUIIA
OBLJIO OYEHb HAXAJILHBIM.

— Koro 310 Hac? Wnu Thl cunTaellib, YTO TU MOTHIIBI CMOTYT
TeOs 3aUTUTh? — CO 3JIOCTBIO IPOU3HEC 3OPOBSIK.

— Hla, cunrtao! — KpUKHY/a 51 U, B3SB M€Y 32 PYKOATKY, pPe3-
KO MMOBEPHYJIaCh U OJIHUM Y/IapOM CHECJIa cpa3y JIBe TojioBhl. Te-
Jla yrajav ¥ TyT ke cropeyid. OcrajbHble CTOSUIM U MCITyTaHHO
CMOTpeEJIY, BCe, KpoMe 310poBsKa. Buaumo poactso Bammupos
JEVCTBUTEJIBHO CYILIECTBYET, IOTOMY KaK UCKAa3UJIOCh €ro JIUIIO,
MOXHO OBUIO CKa3aTh, YTO yJap ObLI HAHECEH JIMYHO eMy WU
OHHU ObUT OJTU3KUMU POJICTBEHHUKAMM. 3aTeM sl CHOBA CXBATH-
Jla Med 3a JIe3BUE U MPOIoIKIIa CBOM «KpecToBbIi MOXom».

«— Huuezo cebe, kax eii smo yoanocw? — yousuracw Aiisa

— 3naewn, Aiisa, 30ecb 08a sapuanma: Aubo el npocmo no-
6€3.10, MO0 3MO OblAU OAPaHbL, 8 KOMOPLIX KpoMe 8eca U 8UOU-
MOCIMU CUABL HUUE20 HA CAMOoMm Oene He Obino. He mozna ona mak
ObLICMPO CNPABUMBCSL C O8YMSL NOO20MOBACHHIMU U HAMPEHUPO-
sanHvimu aamusmu. Ho s 661 6 06a cuéma pewiun smy npoonemy,
oadice He npunazas 0coowlx ycuauil, — ycmexuyacs Onee.

— Koneurno, kmo 6vt comHesancs, —YabloHYAACL cecmpa u npo-
OONIICUNA».

— Hy, teriepb yoeauics, 4To 51 He nryTuia!

— Cwmelics-cMelics, 1 TIOCMOTPIO, YTO ¢ TOOOM caenaer Mo
TOCITIOAWH, BOT TOTJIa 51 TOCMEIOCh ! — C 9TMMU CJIOBAMM 3aCMESIJICS
yKe OH.



— Ilepenaii cBoeMy roCrioiiHy, 4To sl ¥ 10 HEro Jooepych! —
cKazasa s ¢ YAbIOKOH.

— A 3Haelllb JIM Thl, YTO MOJIOBUHY T€X OXOTHHUKOB, UTO Jie-
’Kart 3[1eCh B 3eMJIe ¥ THUIOT, yOu1 Mol xo3suH?! Xa-xa-xa... —
€ro cMex ObLT HACTOJIBKO FPOMKHM, YTO Ha KaKOe-TO MTHOBEHHE
CMOJIKJI AK€ CBEPUYKH.

— OT30BM CBOMX COJI/IaT, & MHAYE BaM HE MO3JOPOBUTCS! —
KPUKHYJIA 51 CO 3JI0CThIO.

— Tel coobpasxaern, yero mpocuiib? Thl XkanKasi JeBUYOHKA,
a Mbl — BAMITMPbI, CUJIbHEUIIIUE CO3/1aHUs Ha 3emuie. UTo Thl MO-
Kelllb IPOTUB Hac?! — MOCJIeHNE CJIOBA OH MTPOU3HEC ¢ 0COOOM
TOPIOCThIO.

— 51 — oxoTHUIIA, a BBl — MOSI sKkepTBa! — cKa3asia s BCE C TOM ke
3JI0CTBIO.

OT MOUX CJIOB BCE BaMITUPbI 3aCMESITUCh, a 3[I0POBSIK CKa3al:

— Tht — oxotHuua? [da He cMenm MeHs. [ynasi 1eBYOHKa,
He Ooubiiie. By/ib Thl OXOTHHMIIEH, JaBHO Obl HAC 3aMeTHUIA U yOu-
Ja.

— 51 yOuBalo He CO CIMHBI, a TSI/l Bpary B rjia3a. TO TOJIBKO
Bbl TAK MOXKETE TOCTYIaTh, a OXOTHUKH Bcerja ObUIA CIpaBejl-
JIUBBI K CBOEH kepTBe!

— O Kako¥ CpaBeyIMBOCTH Thl TOBOPUILb, JeBOoYKa? Jlomk-
HO OBITh THI IJIOXO 3HAEIIb CBOIO UCTOPHIO, a ITO elIé pa3 Moj-
TBEP)KJAET, YTO Thl €IIE OUEHb MOJIONA U TJIyIa, — IPOrOBOPUII
3JI0POBSIK.

51 He cpa3y MoHsJIa, YTO OH MPOCTO MBITAETCS 3aTOBOPUTH Me-



Hsl, ¥ Ha KaKOH-TO MOMEHT MOoTepsijia OUTEIbHOCTh, HO TOTO
OBbLIO AOCTATOYHO. Yap MPUINEINCs MPSIMO IO CIIMHE. Y/IapuB-
M He TIoJKaJIesl CUJI, | 51, CKaKeM Tak, IpoJieTesnia 1I00pbie MeT-
POB IATh WK 1IeCcTb. Meu o1/1eTeN B CTOpOoHY. 51 TyT e MpUIIof-
HSUJIaCh U, TPSICS TOJIOBOM, IBITAaCh XOTh KaK-TO MPUWATH B Ce-
6s1. Korma moBepHyach K HUM JIMIIOM, TO YBHJENA, YTO B MOIO
CTOPOHY YK€ MPUOJIMKAIOTCSI HECKOJIBKO BaMIpoB. CyOpOKHO
UINa I71a3aMy Med, MOHMMAJIa, YTO 3TO MOE €JUHCTBEHHOE CIa-
cenue. OH JiexaJ CIIUIIKOM JIaJIeKO OT MEeHsI.

— locnony, uto ke Tenepb OymeT? — UCIYTaHHO MPOIIENTa-
na .

4l Bcrana u momuia B CTOPOHY Meya, HO, YBbl, BpDEMEHH ISl
9TOro Mo4uTH He ObU10. Kak TonbKo crienana maroB 1ecsiTh, OIUH
BAMITMP TYT kK€ OJHAM B3MaxXOM PYKH ITPECEK BCe MOU ACHCTBHSI.
Sl onATh OTIIETENA B CTOPOHY M YAAPUIIACh CIIMHOM 00 MOTHITBHYIO
TUIATY.

«Kaxk 60mpHO!»

S maxe He ycmena MOAHSATHCS, KaK KO MHE TYT ke TMojjeTe-
JIM IBa IPYTHIX ¥ OIMH M3 HUX C pa3Maxy XOTes YAapuTh MeHS,
HO 51 OTKJIOHWJIACh, ¥ AP MPUIIIENCS O IUIUTY, OHA Pa3BAIUIACDH
OykBabHO monoyaM. OCKOJIOK Tomnasl B CruHy. Teno HacKBO3b
NIPOH3MJIa HEBBIHOCKMMAsI 00ITb. f efie caeprkasach, 9ToObl He 3a-
oparb.

—Bort 0 uém s1 roBopusia! Bel 1ojiJ1o HanajaeTe co ClUHbL, TEM
caMbIM m30eraere 4ecTHOW OOphOBI! — MPOroBOpMiIa S CO 3JI0-
CTBIO.



— Yro X, TeM caMbIM MbI OJIEP)KUBAEMbIM BBEPX HaJ| IPOTHUB-
HUKOM! I JKe TOBOPWII, UTO CMESIThCS TIOCJICTHUM Oy/1y 1,  Thl
He Bepwia. B3ath e€! — ckoMaHIOBaJl 3/I0POBSK C OBOJILHOM
Y THYCHOH YJIBIOKOM.

TyT ke ABa conjara ¢ JByX CTOPOH B3sUIA MEHsI 3a PyKH, TaKk
KPEIKO, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OTOPBYT MX.

— Kanwuran, a yto genars ¢ MedyoM? — BAPYT CIIPOCHIT OUH
13 Bamnupos.

300pOBSIK YCMEXHYJICS U CKa3aJl:

— Huuero! OcraBb ero 37ech, el OH yxe OOJIbIlie He TTOHAJI0-
outcs, a HaMm Tem Oosiee! Xa-xa-xa, — OH OMSATh PaCCMesiICs CBO-
VM TMPOTUBHBIM HEECTECTBEHHBIM CMEXOM.

S1 ObuTa HU KMBAa M HA MEPTBa, pa3daBJicHa He TOJIBbKO (PHU3H-
YEeCKH, HO U MOPAJIbHO.

«[loTepneTs MopaxeHue B IEPBOM OMTBE, J1a elI€ B TAKOM Me-
CT€ — 9TO CThIJ1 ¥ TIO30P 151 OXOTHUKA !»

«Kak Tak MmoxxHO?! A Beap g 1axe He nonaia K Jlekcy!»

DTO eIUHCTBEHHAs1 MbIC/Ib, KOTOpas MpoJjieTesia y MeHs B TO-
JIOBe, TIepe/l TeM Kak s MmoTepsijia CO3HAHKE.

«— Hy, xax mebe?

—3Haewn, Atisa, dymaro, mvl OblNa NPABA, IMO UCIOPUSL O HA-
weii cemve. A u He 3HAN, WMo OMuyy NPeonazan Mumyn NOGeAU-
mensi 6aMNUPO8, A OH OMKA3ANCSL.

— Ha-a, cmparno, umo pooumenu 00 3mMom HUK020a He 2080-
DU U 8 CEMEHBIX apXUBAX 00 SMOM MOHCe Hem YNOMUHAHUIL.
A 80m MHe uHmepecHo, K02oa e Haut nana ecmpemun mamy ?! —



YAbIOHYAACHL Oe8YUIKA.

— Jlasaii, uumati, 5mom momenm yogice OAMU30K, U NOMOM YHC
OUEHb XOUemcsl Y3Hamb, HACKOAbKO 2AYyna U HAUBHA OKAMCENCSL
sma Pomanna oanvue... HA0O Jice CMOALKO OUUOOK, mModice MHe
OXOMHUUA HA 8AMNUPO8! — ycmexuyacs opam.

— Caywaii, 0eporcu ceeuKy poeHo, a mo 80CK Kandaem npsmo
HA CMPaHuybl. ..

— Jlasaii vumaii!

— Bcé, uumatro...»
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I'JTIABA 1



Cnoacenue

He 3Hat0, cKoJbKO 51 poObuIa 6e3 CO3HaHUS, HO KOT/Ia OUHY-
Jack, ObUTO yXke cBeTio. fl Jiexana rae-To B Jiecy, rojioBa Tyae-
Jia, ¥ 9TO HE YAUBUTEJIBHO: MPEX/Ie YeM OTKII0YMIACh, TIOTyYH-
Jla TpuIn4Hyo 3aTpermuHy. CONHEeUHbIH JTy4, MPOOUBABIIUICS
Jepes JINCTBY JePEBbEB, CBETUII IIPSMO B IJ1a3a.

— Yro npouzonuio? Iouemy s 3aech?

OrnsapIBasiCh MO CTOPOHAM, CTajla MeJIEHHO TIOJHUMAThCS.
Bcé testo HeL10 OT 00U, YIUBIAIOCH, YTO BOOOILE OCTAJIACh KU-
Boi1!

— He 3ps ena cTonbko TabneTok ¢ KaybieM! 3aTo KOCTH 1ie-
JIbl, HO TIOYEeMY OKasajsach 37ech? He ycrenu goTanmmrhb 10 3aM-
Ka? — OKOHYATEJIBHO BCTaB, IBITAJIACh HAWTH OTBETHI Ha COO-
CTBEHHbBIE BOTIPOCHI.

Opnexa Oblla B OPSIZIKE, JAaXe COBCEM He MOPBAaHHOM, U Ha-
KHJIKa ObLIa IeJIOM, HO BOT MeYa PsAIOM He OKa3aiocCh.

— OH TaK ¥ ocTaJicd JIeKaTh TaM, Ha KJIaAOUIIE, KaK KaJKo. ...
Kak ke tenepp 6e3 Hero?

Meu ObUT €/IMHCTBEHHBIM MOUM OPYXHEM Tepeji BAMITUPAMH.

«Ceituac s mepel HUMHM O€33allIUTHA, XOTS... TOKA CBETHT
conHIle, s1 B 6e30macHOCTA. A 4To OyAeT MOTOM... ¥ KOTOPBIA
yac?»

Sl cTosima v orisABIBaIach MO CTOPOHAM, IBITAsICh OIpejie-
JIMTh, TJIe HAXOXKYCh. MecTo 1St MeHs1 ObLIO aOCOIOTHO He3Ha-



KOMBIM, J1aXe JIePEBbs Ka3aJIUCh Bhille!

«Yeépr! Harae a? Kyna uatu-1o?» — 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO MOCTE-
NIeHHO HAUYMHAJa 3TUThCS Ha camy cedsl 3a TO, UTO JIeMEHTapHO
HE MOIJIa COPUEHTUPOBATHCS Ha MECTHOCTH. BOKpyr onuH sec
Y HUYETrO: HU JOPOTH, HU PEUKU, HU TPOMHUHKHU — MPOCTO Jec.
Bcromumna, 94to y MeHs I0TKHO ObLTo ObITh 3epkajio! Tyt xe
IpOIIyNaJla KApMaHbl Ha IITaHAX, HO... IyCTO!

— I'ocnonu, Hey:xenu notepsia? Vi BeIpoHWIIa, Korja BCTa-
BaJja, Bellb TAKOE TOXE MOXKET OBbITh, — YCIIOKanBaJia ceOsl.

[IpocmoTpena KycThl, KOTOpBIE pociu psaoM — Ha4ero. Ha ko-
pAYKax KpyroB IATh OIOJ3JIa BOKPYTI TOrO MECTa, IJe JiexKana,
HO BC€ ObUIO TIIETHO. 371asi U yCTaBIllasi cejia Ha TpaBy U, B3sIB
B PYKHM KaMeHb, OT 3JI0OCTU PE3KO CTYKHYJIa MO 3€JIEHOMY JIUCTY
JIOIyXa, POCILETO PAJOM U TYT K€ YCIIbIIIANa XPYyCT CTEKJIA.

«Her... Tonbko He 310! [TycTh 3TO OyAeT He MOE 3epKaJio!» —
s1 OCTOPOXKHO CTaJla MOJAHUMATh JIUCT, O0SICh YBUIETh CAMOE XY/I-
mee. Ha rima3a HeBOJIbHO HABEPHYJIUCH CJIE3BI.

«Her! Hy nouemy ¢ takas uanorka? 3ayem B3sla 9TOT YEP-
TOB KaMeHb!» — C 3TMMH CJIOBAMHU $I CTajla COOMPATh OCKOJIKH.

Koe-kak coOpaB ux BMecTe, o3BaJia yuuTesIs:

— Vuaurens! INosBuck, npouty teds. Cefiuac Tl Hy)KHa MHE,
Kak HUKoraa. [losBuck xe, mporry Te0s1! — HO Kak HA yMoJIsia,
B OCKOJIKaX HUKTO TaK Y HE MOSBUJICA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 51 oyyBcTBOBaIA cebst a0COMOTHO Oe33aIuT-
HOW U HUKOMY He Hy:kHOW. Cujena U 1jiakania, peKpacHo 0Co-
3HaBas CBOE nosoxkeHue. CKOpo HACTYIIUT HOYb, U OHU BEPHYT-



cs1, 9TOOBI 3aBepIIUTh HauaToe. Yto Torma nenath? Meda He Obl-
JI0, yuuTesisi Toxe, u 0 Muppe HI4ero He ObIJIo U3BeCTHO. B 1aH-
HOM CJIyyae MEHsI yKe He CHaceT HU MOU CIIyX, HU OOOHSTHUE.
Huuero! {1 naxe He 3HaJIa, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY JIBUTAThCS.

— OcTa€Tcs TOJIBKO CUJIETh M KJaTh, HO Yero kaaTh? Crace-
Hus? OT Koro? — npousHeca s BCIIyX, U TYT K€ BHYTPU pa3fail-
Cs1 TOJIOC:

— Or cebs!



TJIABA 11

Kanuran

— Kak 310 BB €€ ynycTmin?! — pa3gaiics Kpuk.

— IIpocru, x034uH. MBI €€ B3sM, HO 3Ta Muppa ¢ OBCTaH-
LJaMU BCE UCTIOPTUJIA, — Pa3JaJics MPUINTYIIEHHbIA rosoc Kanm-
TaHa.

— Bl 4ur0, 32 Mauora MeHs aepxuTe?! — ¢ STUMHU CJIOBAMU
Busupp Bckoumil co cBOEro kpecia u Hanpasuics kK Kanurany
Yl HECKOJIKMM JIAMMSIM, OCTaBIIMMCS B KUBBIX. [lononas noutn
BIUIOTHYIO, CKBO3b 3yObI ITPOU3HEC:

— BsI 9t0, coBcem orynemm? Passe st HaOpan Bac, AJsl TOrO
9TOOBI BBl yOexanu ¢ mosst 60517 Bel pa3sBe He 3HaeTe KOro Mbl
uieM? Tak s BaM HaIlOMHIO: BbI JIOJIKHBI ObLTA IIPUBECTH OXOT-
HUILY ¥ 3Ty YEPTOBY NOJIYKPOBKY Muppy, KOTOpbIe YOMIN MOUX
JEBOYEK, MOMX YyIHBIX JI0YEK, — MOCIECOHNE CIIOBA OH ITPOM3-
HEC C HE)KHOCTBIO, HO OMIOMHUBIIIKCH, €T0 JIMLIO CHOBA UCKA3WJIa
3JI0CTb, U OH ITPOKPHYAIL:

— Harmomnwute ewg pa3, nouemy Bbl €€ yrycTuin. Eciv npu-
YMHA YBaXUTEIbHASI — MOIIAXy, €CTM HeT — MeHsiTe Ha ceOsi! —
C 9TUMHU CJIOBAMU OH OTBEPHYJICS U CITyCTsI MTHOBEHHE YK€ BOC-
ceJaJl Ha TPOHE.

PsanoMm cupenn kpacuBble BAMITMPLIM-TIAMUM, B PyKax KOTO-



PBIX ObLTH OOKAaJIBI C «HEKTapoM». I103aau CTOSUIN OXpaHHUKHU —
BBICOKHE U IUIOTHO CJIOXKEHHBIE BaMITMpbl. B 3asie mocisimancs
HIENOT MHOTOYMCJIEHHOW CBUTHI.

— Tuxo! — KpukHya1 BU3upb, IOCMOTpEB B CTOPOHY HIETITaB-
mmxcs. JIeBYIIKY B3APOTHYIIM, YTO OBUIO 3aMETHO 1O UX OOKa-
JlaM, a OCTaJIbHbIE 3aMOJTYIM U UCITYTAHHO YCTaBUJINCh HA Bu-
3UpH.

— T'oBopure, s ciaymaio! — KpukHy1 Busups B cropony Kanu-
TaHa U APYTUX COJIJIAT.

— T'ocogmH, MBI HacTAIIM WX Ha Kiagouie «lloruommx
OxoTHUKOB». MUppy cpa3y yBUJENH, U 51 OTAAJ pacropsikeHue
JOTHaTh €€, a Mbl TEM BpEMEHEeM 3aTaujich B KyCTaX U CTaIu
HaOmoaaTh 3a kiaagoumem. CIycTsi Kakoe-TO BpeMsi U3 CKJie-
ma BBIIUIA JIEBYOHKA, HUYEM HE TMpUMedaTesbHasi, OOBIYHAs,
HO Ha yJIUBJIEHHE OueHb Xpadpasi, Mou rocrniogus! Ipexae yem
e€ MoiiMasy, OHa CHecJ1a rOJIOBBI JBYM MOWM JTYYIITM COJIIATaM.
M1 yxe b1 B YEpHOM Jiecy, KOT/1a Halaau MOBCTAHIIBI BO IJ1a-
Be ¢ Muppoii. Mx 6b110 oKoJI0 1Baanati. Mou conarsl cpaxka-
JICh Xpabpo M TOYTHU OfiepXkKajii oOey, Kak C IPyroi CTOPOHBI
NIOSIBUJICS €I1I€ OfIUH OTPsi[l MOBCTAHIIEB, 1 HAM HUYETro He OCTa-
BaJIOCH JIeNaTh, Kak oTcTynuth. Ho, rocnionuH, Obuta mpourpana
T, OWTBA, a He BOWHA. [IpUIIIIIOCh OCTAaBUThH JIEBUOHKY, MHA-
4e Obl MBI HE TOOpATUCh CIofIa U HE CMOIJIU OBl MIPEAyNPEHTh
o ciyuuBiemcs. [poiny, rocnoqux, moctymnai Kak nocurTaelib
HY)XKHBIM, ¥ €CJIM MbI 3aCIYKWIA CMEpPTh, TO IyCTh OHa Oyaer
YeCThIo ISl HAaC, a He MO30pOoM, — C STUMH cjioBamu Kanutan



Y OCTaJIbHBIE JITAMUM yTAJIM Ha OTHO KOJIEHO, CMHPEHHO OIYCTHUB
rosioBsl. Kakoe-T1o Bpemsi B 3aJie CTOslIa TUILIMHA, 1aKe BAMIIUP-
1Y TIePeCcTaIv MUTh U3 OOKAJIOB, YCTaBUBIIKMCh Ha Busups. Ox
3ayMaJics, 3aTeM, BBIXBAaTUI OOKaJl Y OHOW M3 HUX U 3aJIIIOM
BBIIIMB COIEpKUMOeE, iogouen k Kanurany.

— Kanwran, 51 3Ha10 Te0s1 yXke JaBHO M yBEpPEeH — BpaTh Thl
He CTaHelllb, BCTaHb! — mociie 3tux cjoB KanuraH BcTaa u 1o-
cMoTpe B m1aza Buszupio.

— 41 Bepio Tebe. Thl HU pa3y MeHS HE MMOABOIWI U HE JIraJl.
TBOSI HOBOCTb, IEMCTBUTEIIBHO, BAKHA, U 51 paj, YTO Bbl BEpHY-
JIUCh, XOTSI U HE BCE, HO BEPHYJUCh. Tenepb Mbl 3HAEM, C KEM
BCE 3TO Bpemsl coTpyaHuYasia Muppa. 1o 1ieHHast uHgopma-
1us1, 1 Oy/ieM TOTOBBI K HOBBIM aTakam. {1 mepenaio B TBOE pac-
MOPSKEHHE eIIE YEeThIpe AECATKA JJaMUU. YCHIIb OXpaHy BOKPYT
3aMKa ¥ Tpeynpeau BceX o MoBcTaHax. [1ycts OyayT rotoBbl
K HarajIeHu1o, U He 3a0bIBaiiTe, UTO OHM MOJYKPOBKU. S Hajieloch
Ha TeOs1, — Busupb ynanusics B MOKOM.

— 4 Te0s He monBemy, Mo# rocrionuH! — ¢ STMU cnoBamu Ka-
MUTaH, a 32 HUM U OCTaJIbHbIE COJIIATHI, YAAJUIIUC.

Criycrs mostyaca BOKPYT 3aMKa yke CTOslJIa YCHJIEHHAs oXpa-
Ha. Bce 3Hamm, 4to moBcTaHIipl onacHbl. [1ycTh OHUM ObLTM BaM-
NpaMH HAMOJIOBUHY, HO JIaXKe 9TO HUKOT/IA He MEIIayio UM yOu-
BaTh «YHCTBIX», 1a U caM (PaKT TOro, YTO OHU BCETO JIUIIb «II0-
JYKPOBKM», YK€ ObLJT BECKUM apryMEHTOM, UTOOBI M30aBIATHCS
oT HuX. Kak-To oguH UX caMbIX CTapbiX BAMIMPOB CKazar: «JIu-
00 OBITH YMCTHIM BAMITUPOM, JIOO He OBITH UM BOOOIIIE!»



W 311 coBa 3HaJT KaX/Iplid BAMITHP, IMOYMTANI MX KaK 3aKOH,
HO TPaKTOBaJ Mo-cBoeMy. Bce Obii HarotoBe. Beokumany.

I'JIABA 111

Cons

— Boinyctute MeHs! Kakoe Bbl uMeeTe mpaBo AepKaTb MEHS
3nech?! — kpruana CoHsl, CTy4a KyJakamH B 3alIepTYIO 1BEpPb.

C TOro MOMeHTa, Kak 3/1eCh OKa3aj1ach, OHA HU HA MUHYTY
He TiepecTaBasia OOpOThCs. B e€ rojioBe HUKaK He YKJIaIbIBaJIoCh
TO, YTO MPOU30IILI0. boJbliie Bcero e€ Oecusio oqMHOYECTBO. X0-
Ts1 B 3aMKe 110 HoYaM Oypiiniia )X13Hb, eid BCE paBHO ObLIO OUeHb
cTpamHo. Beé 310 Bpems oHa Jymasia O CBOMX POJHBIX: MaMe,
mare, cecTpe, KOTopble He 3HaJM, T/ie OHA U KHBa JI BOOOIIe?
Ho Gonblite Bcero o1o1eBay ABE MBICIH: UTO C HEH OyAeT U 4To
CITy4mrJIoch ¢ noipyroii? Bropasi, koHeuHo, Oecriokonsa eé Kyzaa
6oibine. [Tocye Toro, Kak e€ HACUJILHO YBEJU, OHA eIlE MbITAIACh
BBIPBATHCS ¥ MIPUATH HA TIOMOIIIb TIOApPYTe, HO BCE ObUIO Oecro-
se3Ho. CTonio ey caesarh I11ar, Kak BAMITUPBI TYT ke BO3Bpailia-
JIM €€ Ha MECTO U B KOHEYHOM UTOTE MIPUTAIWINA B 3TOT 3aMOK.

Eil ka3asioch, 4TO OHa 3[€Ch HAXOAWTCS LIETYI0 BEUHOCTb.
Huém CoHs criaia, a HOUbIo OMJIAch B IBEPb, MBITASCH IPUBJICUYbD
K cebe XOThb Kakoe-To BHUMaHue. [ToHavary mpuxoquiu, npu-



HOCWJIU €Iy U TOBOPWJIM O KAaKOM-TO 3aMYXKECTBE U O KaKOU-TO
Banbpuke, a MOTOM BU3UTHI CTAIM PEXE U B KOHEYHOM MTOre
npekparurck BooOie. Ipoiuio yxe Tpoe CyToK, Kak OHa CH-
Jiejla B TOpIOM OJJMHOYECTBE B CBOEW TEMHOI KOMHATE.

JIuib cBET OT HECKOJBKUX CBEYEH Jieajl KOMHATy HEMHOIO
ceeriee. OKHa pacnosarajuch CIUIIKOM BBICOKO U, 1aXe BCTaB
Ha CTYJ, IEBYIII- Ka HE MOIJIa JI0 HUX NOTsAHYThcs. Korjga Ha ynu-
1€ 1yJ1 BETep, BHYTPY CTAHOBUJIOCh CBEXKEE U 3arax CBEYHOM Ia-
Y OLIYIIAJICS HE TaK OCcTpo. B KOMHare cTosiia ojiHa €IMHCTBEH-
Hast OOJIbIIIast KPOBATh, €CJIM, KOHEYHO, HE CUUTATh CTOJIA U IBYX
cryabeB. Ha crose sexait nogHoc, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOIWJIMCh I'pa-
(un c Bomo¥i u HeOobIas vamika ¢ ppykramu. He TpoHyTbI-
MU (PpyKTaMu. A elI€ CTOsUI KHUKHBIH IKad, B KOTOPOM Jiexka-
Jla €IMHCTBEHHAs1 KHWra, Mpyu4yeM Ha jJathuHcKkoM si3bike. K Co-
HE MEPECTAIN XOIUTh, IOTOMY YTO OHA OTKAa3ajiach OT 3aMykKe-
CTBa J]a ¥ BUJIETh 0CO0O0 TOXE HUKOTrO He xoTena. E€ monnmanu
0e3 CJI0B, U pe3yJbTaT — TPoe CyTOK onHa. OKOHYATENILHO BbI-
OWBIIIMChH U3 CHJI, TTOAOIIUIA K CTOMY, B3sUIa SIOJIOKO U, HAJIKyCHB
ero, 3agymanace. E€ 1Mo MOCTENEHHO CTao UCKaKaThCsl HEHA-
BUCTBIO, 30 PTa BBIPBAJICS MOJHBIN OTYASTHUSL KPUK, U SIOJOKO
CO BCEro pa3Maxa MoJyieTesio B ABepb. leBylKa MeqJIeHHO J01UIa
JI0 KpOBAaTH M, yIaB Ha HEE, pa3pblIajiach.

— Iloyemy 310 ciyumnsioch UMeHHO co MHOI? Eciu Obl 371ech
okazasnach PomanHa, Bc€ Ob10 ObI MO-1pyromy! I'ne xke b1, Po-
Mouka? Yrto ¢ T060H, moapyxKKa? — MPOroBopriia OHa CKBO3b
CJIE3BL.



Ha ynmune cremueno. Eciu npuciymarscsi, MOXHO ObLJIO CITbI-
1aTh, KaK OOUTATENI XOMAST IO 3aMKY, CMEIOTCSI i UYTO-TO 00-
cyxknaoT. CrycTsl Kakoe-To BpeMsl IBepb OTKPbLIACh, U B KOM-
HATy BOIIE MOJIO/ION CTaTHBIN BaMITHP. 3aKPbIB 3a COOOM BEPD,
OH BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha 3aIlJIakaHHOE JIUIIO JIeByIIKU. Eé
OIyXIIIMEe OT JOJITUX CJIE3 IJ1a3a BbIpAkaid CTPax, OH 3TO UyB-
CTBOBaJI. 3aTeM MeJIEHHBIMH IIaraMy TOJOMIEN K CTONy, TO-
CMOTpEJT Ha YalKky ¢ (PpyKTamu U, IPUCEB HA Kpal cTojia, CIpo-
CHUJI:

— Tol onsATh HUYEro He ea?

Ero ronoc npo3Byyas COKOMHO 1 3a00TIMBO.

— Tebe kakoe geno? 3ayem TH BoooOIe ciofa npumen? Ilo-
CMOTpPETh, KaK MHE 371eCh XOPOITIO? — pa3Apak€HHO MTPOrOBOPHU-
Jla OHa.

K eé€ ynuBneHuio, OH Mo-mpexHeMy OCTaBaJICs CIIOKOWHBIM.

— Her. Twl He mpaBa, S IpUIIET TOMOYb Tebe, MOTOMY UTO
3HaI0 TeOs yXkKe JaBHO U MHE JKaJIKO CMOTPETh, KaK Thl ceOs U3-
BOJIMIIIb.

— He cmotpu! Tebs cioga HukTo He 3Baj, cam npumen! Ec-
71 OBl BBl MEH# CIojIa He TIPUTAIIWIIH, 1 OBl ...s1 Obl OblIa ApY-
roit! — kpukHyna CoHsl, CBep/isi CBOMMU KapUMHU I[JIa3aMU €ro
HEITOHATHOTO 1IBETA IJ1a3a.

OH BcTaJs, BCE Tak ke MeAJICHHO MOIOMIENT K KPOBaTH, Ha KO-
TOPOM CUJeJIa UCITyTaHHAasl IEBYIIIKA, IIPUCEN U TPOTOBOPUIL:

—DTO0 TBOM JIOM M HE TIPUBECTH TeOsI CI0[a MBI IIPOCTO HE MOT -
Ju! DTU CTEHBI Thl 3HACUIb JIABHO, KaX/bld YTOJIOK ITOTO 3aM-



Ka TpocTo nporuTad ToOoi! Tel 3Hael b 31ech aOCOMOTHO BCE
u Bcex! [Tpocto Tebe HyKHO BCIOMHHTH, BaJlbpuKa. .. — ¢ 3TUMU
CJIOBAaMM OH IIPOTSIHYJI K HeW pPyKy, HO COHSI COCKOUMIIA U OKa-
3aJ1ach IO JPYTYI0 CTOPOHY KPOBAaTH.

— He cwmeii mens tak HasbiBath. 1 — Consi! U kuBy s He 31€ech,
a B CBOEM JIOME C MaMOMU, MANioN U CECTPOU. A 371eCh s HUYETO
Y HUKOT'O He 3Hal0! — MpOKprYajia OHa CO 3JI0CThIO.

E€ kapue r1aza mpocTto rope OT HEHaBUCTH U 3J100bI, HO OH
OCTaBaJICsl CIOKOMHBIM.

— Haxe cenyac, Koraa Tbl TOBOPHUIIb 3TH CJIOBA, IV1a3a BblIa-
10T Te0s1. Takoi B3rsiA ObUT TONMBKO Y Banbpuku, To ecTh y Te-
6s1! OTpurias Bc€, Thl TEM CaMbIM MPUOTMKaeIb ceOs K TpaBe,
HeyKeJi BCE enié He MoHMMael b 3Toro? Tel He cMOXellb yoe-
’KaTh OT CBOETO MPOIILJIOTO ¥ OT CBOeH cyapObl. Kak Obl ThI 3TOTO
He XOTeJa, HO 3TO JIOJKHO OBLIIO CITYYHUThCS, ¥ ITO CIIYUUIIOCh, —
IIPOM3HEC OH, BCTAB C KPOBATH.

E€ m1a3za BbICOXJIM OT CJIE3, M OHA YK€ HE CMOTpEJIa Ha HETo
C TOW MEepPBOHAYAILHOM HEHABUCTHIO. Ceryac OHa MbITAJIACh MO-
HATh €r0, HO YTO-TO BHYTPU HE JIaBaJiO MOKOSI, YTO-TO CHIILHOE
TSAHYJIO K HEMY, M OHA HE MOHUMaJla, 4YTO UMeHHO. OHa Buje-
JIa ero MepBbIid pa3 B )KU3HU U MOUEMY-TO yke He Oosinack. OH
He ObLT TAKMM, KaK BCe JIpyrve BaMITHPBI, OH Ka3aJcs ed 0co-
6ennpiM. OHa CHOBa cejla Ha KpoBaTh U, TIOMIPABUB PYKOU pac-
Tpenasivecst 6esible BOJIOCHI, yxke OoJiee CIIOKOWHO CIpoCcHIIa:

— Trl roBopuIllb O MOEM MPOIUIOM TakK, OyaTto TeOe Bcé
00 9TOM H3BECTHO.



OH y7bIOHYJICST U OTBETHLT:

— 41 3na10 TeOs1, Basnb. .. — OH 3aMoITya, yBUIEB, KaK €€ JIUI0
CTaJI0O MEHATbCS, TPONOLKUI, — ... CoHs, yxe naBHo! U 3Hato,
KaK HUKTO Opyroi. SI Mory pacckazaTh 0 Tebe BCE, eClU TOJIBKO
Thl CaMa 3TOr0 3aX0Yelllb, — OH TOCMOTPEJT KAK-TO 3araj0yvHo.

«Xody JIi s 3TO 3HaTh?» — crpocuia camy cedss CoHs U 3a-
JYMYMBO ITOCMOTpEA Ha MOJIOJOTO BaMIIUPA.

— Tsl gomxHa 310 3HaTh! Cama MOYYBCTBYEIlb, KAK CTAHET
Jierye! — MPOU3HEC OH, CJIOBHO MTPOYUTAB MOTAEHHBIE MBICIIH.

— Ho... He 3Ha10, X0uy JM 4 ycablaTh BcE 3107 Benp ceyac
sl — 3TO s, @ HA Kakasg-To Tam Basnbpuka... — mpousHecia OHa
33 lyM4HBO.

— Tem Ooree, THI JOMKHA 3TO YCIIBIIATE, YTOOBI Pa300paThCs
Y HAaUTH OTBETHI HA BCE MHTEPECYIOLIME BOIIPOCHI! — CKa3ajl OH,
CHOBA CaJIsCh HA KPOBaTh.

— Xoporo! Mosxerib paccka3arh Bc€, 4To Tede M3BECTHO 000
MHe Wi 00 3Toi Basbpurke! — cka3zajia OHa, OKOHYATEILHO YCIIO-
KOMBIIUCH, TBEPIBIM U YBEPEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

OH yneIOHYIICS G0JTIee IMUPOKOH YIBIOKOM, M OHA 3aMeTHJIA JIBa
HEeOOJIbIINUX KIIBIKA.

— 41 oueHsb paj, 4TO THI peluiIa Bo BcEM pasodparhes. U mo-
TOM... TaKk ObICTpee CKOpOTaelllb Beuep, BCE-TAKH JIydllle, YeM
CUJIETh OJTHOW B OXMJAHUU YETr0-TO HEU3BECTHOIO, — C STUMU
CJIOBaMU OH MOCMOTpEJT Ha He€, cJlerka yIbIOHYBIIUCH YTOJIKaMU
ry0, ¥ TPOIOJKILIL.

— Urak, ¢ 4ero ke Havyarh. .. — C ISTUMU CJIOBAMH OH 3ayMYu-



BO nocMoTpest Ha CoHIo.

OnHa cunena B OXWJAAHUKM WUCTOPHH, TIOSTOMY HE OTBOIMIIA
OT HEro CBOMX, KaK CUMTAJI BAMITUD, OE3yMHO KPACHUBBIX M HETIO-
BTOPUMBIX JIJIsl STOTO MUpA, IJ1a3.

...XOpoIII0, HAYHY C TOTO, YTO paHblile Teds 3Bau Banbpu-
koit! Tel poIOM M3 OYEHb 3HATHOW CEMBU W, ECTECTBEHHO, ObI-
Jla BAMITUPOM, YEPTOBCKM KPACHBBIM U BeCbMa HEOPIUHAPHBIM
BamnripoM! V TeOs1 ObLIM CUHME BOJIOCHI, HE KakK cefvac, U IJa-
3a... 3eJI€Hble, TOJIOOHO MOJIONOM TpaBe. Thl ObLIA CIUIIKOM
HE3aBHCHMA M HUKOTJIa He CJIe/Ina 3a BESTHUSIMUA MOJIBI B HAIlIeM
Mupe, JieNaia To, 4To XoTesa, U Tede ObUIo aOCOIOTHO BCE paB-
HO, 4TO OYIyT FOBOPHUTH U AyMaTh OKpyskatoiue. [lomHio, koraa
CTapIlIMi HACJIEIHUK MPULIET MPOCUTh TBOEH PYKH K POIUTE-
J15iM, OBLIT BeChbMa y/IUBJIEH, YBUJIEB TeOs1, KaK, COOCTBEHHO, 1 BCE
ocrasibHble. Ha TBOe# ryOe, Kak 1 B yIax, KpacoBajicsi TUPCHUHT !
3710 cefiyac Mbl 3HaeM, Kak TO BCE Ha3bIBAETCS, a TOT/AA, TOM-
HIO, THI JIOJITO, JIa ¥ HE TOJIBKO eMy, OOBSICHSIIA, UTO ITO TAKOe,
a TJIaBHOE — 3a4eM BOOOINEe 3TO HYXKHO ObUIO Jienath. Poaute-
JIV UCTTYTJIKCh, UTO TIOCJIE YBUICHHOTO OH TIepelyMaeT KeHUTh-
csl, ¥, HEe ]aB BO3MOKHOCTH BBICKA3aThCsl, CTAIU BCSAYECKH YTO-
BapuBaTh. [ OBOpWIIM, UTO 3TO BPEMEHHO, U KO JHIO CBAaIbObI ThI
00s13aTeNIbHO CHUMEIIb ce0s1 Bech 3TOT MeTayl1! Beito 3a6aBHO
ux ciaymarb. OHM ke He TOJ03PEBAJIM, UTO HACJECTHHUK JIIOOMIT
Banbpuky He 3a BHEITHOCTb, a 3a ropas3jio Oosblliee, YTo ObLIO
B HEel, a OHa MPOCTO CTOSIA M YXMBUISUIACh, TSl HAa BCIO 3TY
clieHy. 3Haelllb, B 3TON ceMbe ObUIO MPUHSTO BHIOMpaTh cebe



B CITYTHUKH KU3HHU KAKUX-TO «HEHOPMAJIbHBIX» TIOJIOBUHOK. ThI
ObLTa He TaKOM, Kak ocTajbHble Bamrupiu! Tel yke MoHsiIa, 9To
Basbpuka omkHa Oblla BBIATH 3aMYXK 3a CTapIIero HaCJeTHH-
Ka, CUUTAJIOCh, YTO CaMble CUJIbHBIE BAMITUPbI POKJATUCH TOJIBKO
OT JIMIT KOPOJICBCKMX KPOBEH M OT OOJIBIIION JII0OBH, a Banbpuka
OUYEHb CUJIHHO JTIOOWJIa HACJIEJIHUKA, M OH pagu He€ ObUT TOTOB
Ha BCE, maxe Ha cMmepTh! JleHb cBaapObl ObUT HA3HAYEH, TOCTH
NpUIJIAIIEHb], U Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO BCE ObLIO MPOCTO 3aMevaTesbHO,
KaK BJIPYT... — OH 3aMOJTYaJl, CJIOBHO BCIIOMUHAJ BCE TIPOUCXO-
Jsi1Iiee CHOBA, HO HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CITYCTSI, POJIOJIKWUIL, — ...
KaK BJIPYT He3aJ0JIro JI0 CBaabObI puiién nsaas Jlekca u Opna-
Ha — Busupsb u ckazan:

— Bbl He MoOXkeTe KeHUTh MOEro TUIeMSIHHUKA Ha TOU CHUHe-
BOJIOCOM, He coOMmoaomei Tpaauiui, oectur. OH TOTKEH Ke-
HUTHCS TOJIBKO HA OTHOM U3 MOUX J0YeK. 51 MPOTHB 3TOro o0psi-
14, ¥ 3HaTe, YTO JIIOOBIM CIIOCOOOM MOMEIIAI0 STOMY.

ITomuro, Jlekc Torma ckazad:

— Ham gsi71st cKopo CBOel HaCTOMYMBOCTBIO TIOTYOHT U cebsl,
Y CBOIO CEMBIO.

4 yemexHyscs u coriacuiics ¢ ero cinoBamu. la, Hago otnath
€My JIOJKHOE, C KAKUM YTIOPCTBOM M PBEHHEM OH TIBITAJICS JKe-
HUTH Jlekca u ero OpaTheB Ha CBOMX JIOUEPSIX.

HukTo Torma He oOpatiil 0coO0ro BHUMAaHHS Ha €r0 YrPO3HL.
HeHb cBaabObI ObUT HA3HAYEH, TOCTU NpUIIalieHsl. JIekc amdHo
KOHTPOJIMPOBAJ 3TO COOBITHE, MOITOMY He ObLJIO HHUKAKUX CO-
MHEHUH, YTO KTO-TO OCMEJIMTCS TIOMeIIaTh TOPXKECTBY. A Mac-



mrad MeponpusATust ObUT JeiicTBUTeNbHO Benuk! Hacran nenb
CBSIIIEHHOTO 00ps/1a. Bee cobpaiuce, gaxe cam MoBETUTENb yKe
MPUCYTCTBOBAJI, HO €JUHCTBEHHOM, KOTO eIl¢ He ObUIO — 3TO ca-
Mo HeBecThl. Bee kanm e€ ¢ HereprnenreM, ocooeHHo OpiaH.

— JIekc, Hy Kak... g BBINISIKY ? ! — BostHOBasics Opiial, ocro-
STHHO TOIPaBJIsisi KOCTIOM, TAJICTYK, BOJIOCHI, & 3aTEM TOXKE Camoe
B 00OpaTHOM TOPSIZIKE.

Jlekc moxJsionan ero no njevy u, yipl0asich, OTBETUI:

— He Bonnyiics, O6pareir. Tbl BBIIISIUINb, KAK UCTUHHBIN T10-
BEJIUTEJIb, TO €CTh — OTVIMYHO!

OH obecrniokoeHo rocMoTpe Ha Jlekca 1 mEnoToM MporoBo-
puII:

— MHe Bc€ paBHO KaK-TO HECIIOKOMHO, OCOOEHHO TocJIe JIs-
JIMHBIX CJIOB.

— Heyxto nymaenib, 4yTo BCE 3TO OH CKa3all BCEPbE3? —
C YJIBIOKOM

Y BIIOJIHE CIIOKOMHO cripocut JIekc.

— A THI cuuTaenb, 9YTo HeT? — BCE C TeM ke OeCIOKOMCTBOM
cnpammBas OpiaH.

Jlekc ycMexHyJIcs U OTBETUJ:

— 41 3Ha10, 4TO HaIll JsA/5 MOBEPHYT HA KEHUTHOE, HO HE JIy-
Malo, 4To

OH CIOCOOEH Ha YTO-TO OoJIbIliee, YeM Ha yrpo3bl. Jla u motom
OH € He HACTOJIbKO IJIYI, YTOObI CTPOUTH KO3HU HAIllel CeMbe.
Ycnokoricsi, Opnan, Bcg€ Oyaer Xxoporo!

Opnan ¢ obneryenuem B3noxHyl1. CioBa Opara, KOHEUHO,



HE OYeHb ero yoeauim, HO BCE ke HEMHOTO YCTIOKOWJTH.

Bpewmst mno, a Banbpuku Bcé He Obu10. Opriad B3BOJTHOBAJICS
HE Ha IIYTKY:

— Cnyman, Jlekc, 4To-TO €€ JO0Iro HEeT, MOXKET OTIPABUTh
3a Hell KOro-HuOy/Ib U3 Ciyr?

Mo nuiry Jlekca nmpobOesxaia TeHb OecriokorcTBa. [locMoTpeB
Ha CTOSIBLIYIO PSIIOM CJIY’)KaHKY, KMUBHYJI € TOJIOBOW B CTOPOHY
KOMHaTbl Banbpuku, v OHa TYT ke ylLla, HO HE MPOIUIO U MU-
HYTBI, KaK pa3jajicsl KpUK:

— Younmu! Ipunneccy yowmm!

[MepernsaayBmmcy Mexay codoi, Opnan u Jlekc MeTHyHCh
B € KOMHaTy, CJIelOM OXpaHa 1 Bce ocTabHble. [[Bepb Oblia pac-
MaxHyTa, Ha MOy JieKala OKpoBaBjieHHast Baibpuka. Kak Tosib-
KO OpaTbsl 3a0ekany B KOMHATY, Cpa3y MOYyBCTBOBAIM 3arax
OXOTHHKA, HO YBHJIEB BaibprKy, MTrHOBEHHO O HEM 3a0bUIH.

— IpaKa, oObICKaTh BECh 3aMOK U ero okpectHoctu! Jliodoro,
KTO HE MOXOX Ha HAC WM HE MaxHET KaK Mbl, MPUTAIIUTh KO
MHE, )KHMBO! — 3TH cJ10Ba JIeKc cka3asl BBICOKOMY U IIOJTHOBATOMY
BaMIMpY, CTOSIBLIEMY 103211 OIIAPAIIIEHHOHN TOJIIBI.

— Ila, Mol rocriofivH, — ¢ 3TuMH cjioBamu Jlpaka ucues. Tonmna
ryzena 6e3 yMOJIKY.

Opnan, cueBIIMI Ha MOy M IepKaBIIMM Ha pyKax Banbpu-
Ky, IOBEPHYBIINCh B CTOPOHY Opara, CKBO3b 3yObl TPOM3HEC:

— Ilonpocu ux 3aTKHYTHCA!

[Mocne 3tux coB Jlekc NoBEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY BOJIHYIOLIEWCS
TOJIIIBI U KPUKHYJL:



— A BbI UTO paszopanuchk? [loncku u Bac kacarorcs!

Kr0-TO no3aau Tosmsl ckazad:

— M3BuHUTE HAC, TTOBEJIUTED.

3arem Tonma ObICTPO pazonuiach. JIeKc BbINIEN U 3aKpPbUI
JBEpb B KOMHATy, OKa3aBLIMCh CHapyxu. Banspuka u OpraH
ocrayiich HaeguHe. OH MEIJIEHHO IMPOBEN MO €€ JIALY PYKOU.
Criyctsi MTHOBEHME OHA MPUOTKPbUIA IJ1a3a U eJi€ CJIBIIIHO Mpo-
rOBOpUIJIA!

— Kakofi... Thl CeromHsi KpacUBBIN. . .

OH HEeXHO TIOCMOTpENl Ha He€ W, YJIBIOHYBIIVCh, C TPYIAOM
MIPOrOBOPUIL:

— Most HouHasi HUMa, mpeKpacHei Te0s1 HeT HUKOTo BO BCeid
TéMHOI nooBuHe! CKaxu, KTO MOCMEN MPUKOCHYTHCS K CaMO-
My JIOPOrOMY, 4YTO Y MEHSI €CTh B 3TOU KU3HHU?! — OH CTapajcs
OCTaBaThCsl CIOKOMHBIM, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YUTO U3HYTPH €ro pas-
pbiBajia Ha YaCTU HEHABUCTb, 37I0CTh, OOW/A U. .. CJIE3DI. ..

— Cnéspl? A pa3se BaMIIUPbI MOT'YT IJIaKaTh? — C YIMBJIEHUEM
cripocuia CoHsl, IepeOrB CBOETO TOCTSI, OT Yero e CTajio HEJIOB-
KO.

OH ¢ yauBJIEHMEM [TOCMOTPEN Ha HEE U CIIPOCHUJL:

— Iloyemy Thl cuMTaelllb, YTO BAMITMPbI HE MOTYT IUIAKATh?

— Hy, BHI ke He moay, a Bpoze Kak Mepteensl? — ckasana Co-
Hsl, OT Y€ro e CTaJlo BJBOMHE HEJIOBKO.

Ha nunie Bammnvpa ObUIO HE TOJBKO YAUBIIEHHE, HO TETEPh yke
U yCMelIKa.

— Msl He MepTBenbl. MBI COCTOMM M3 IUIOTA U KPOBH, Kak



Y BBl — JIIO/IU, HO TIPU 3TOM HE OTHOCHMCS K YeJIOBEUECKOM pace
U He cuuTaeM ceOs MeprBeriaMu. Mbl pOXJIEHBI OT BaMITUPOB,
a 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO TaK Xke, KaK ¥ Bbl, COCTOMM W3 IIJIOTH U KPOBHU.
[IpocTo. .. 3TO BCE BalIM Y€JI0BEYECKME CTEPEOTUIIBI B OTHOIIIE-
HUM HAC, PUIyMAHHBIE OIHAXK/Ibl KEM-TO U MOAXBAYEHHBIE CTO-
JIETUSIMU, Pa3yKPaIIeHHBbI 10 TAKOTO COCTOSIHUS, YTO... MHOT/AA
MPOCTO Pa3BOAMIID PyKaMH, JWBY JAEIILCS, HACKOJIBKO Oorara
yenoBeveckas anrazus. Ctpax. Beé neno B Hém! Ot crpaxa
MOXHO TaKOTO MPUIyMaTh, 4TO Jaxe camasi 0e300MIHasT MBIIII-
Ka, KOTOpasi cama Bcero OOUTCsI, MOKET MTPEBPATUTHCS B OTPOM-
HYIO U IUIOTOSIAHYIO KPBICY. 30MOM — 3TO MEPTBEll, BBIITOTHSIIO-
1A BOJIIO TOTO, KTO BBI3BAJI €I0 1yX. MBI HE Takue! — ¢ KakKuM-TO
HErofIoBaHUEM CKa3aJl OH.

— Thbl U3BMHM, ecii 00HIeIa STUMU CIIOBAMU, HO BEJlb YKYCUB
YeJIoBeKa, OH YMHUPAET, er0 XOPOHST, a 3aTeM OH BCTA€T U3 MO-
T'WIbl, pa3Be OH )KUBOW? — C yauBJeHUeM cripocuiia CoHsl.

— Jla! OH B BalleM MUpE CYUTAETCS YMEPILIUM, a B HALLIEM HET.
[1ycTh mocsie yKyca OH CTajl OJTyKPOBKOW, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, Mbl
«BJIOXHYJIN» B HETO CBOIO KM3Hb, & 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO OH KHUBOM ! —
CKa3aJl BaMIIMp, IOCMOTPEB HA 3alyMUYMBOE JIULO JEBYIIKH.

— 4l BCE paBHO He MOHUMAIO, — CKa3aJla, CJIerKa YIbIOHYBIIUCH,
Cons. OH nozicen Onuke, HO OHA HEe CTajla OTOJBUTaThCs, a Ha-
MPOTUB HEMHOT'O TIOAIBUHYJIACh U CTaJla CIyIIaTh TO, YTO OH CO-
Oupaiicsi ckazatb. Eil ObUIO OYeHb MHTEPECHO, U OHA OKOHYa-
TeJIbHO TiepecTalia ero OOsIThCs, cama He MoHuMast nodemy. OH
XOTEJI 4TO-TO MPOTOBOPHUTH, HO KaK Obl COBEPIICHHO CITyYaliHO



BCTPETHWJICS C HEHl B3IAAOM. YBHIIEB €ro Iia3a Tak OJIM3KO0, OHa
HEBOJIHO CTaJla HAaCaXJIaTbCsl CTOJb 3aBOPAKMBAIOIIMM IIBE-
ToMm. Kak el XoTenoch MOBEpHYTh TOJOBY B JIPYTYIO CTOPOHY,
Ha 4TO-HUOY/b OTBJIEYLCS, HO KaK Ha3/10 HUYEro He MPOUCXO/Iu-
710. OHa OblJ1a MPOCTO HE B CHJIaX 9TOTO CAENATh.

«boxe, uyto co MHOU? [loueMy 1 HE MOr'y OTBECTH OT HETO
r1a3?!» — MpOMeNbKHYJIA B TOJIOBE MbICIIb.

A OH TpOJOJIKAJI CMOTPEThb, JIETKas YJbIOKA CKOJIB3HYJA
10 €ro JIMLLY.

«Temnepp, oHa MOsI!» — C TON MBICIIBIO €r0 JIAIO 03apuia 60-
Jlee 3aMeTHasl y/blOKa, U OH, CJIOBHO OITIOMHHUBIINCH, IIPOAOJIKII
pacckas:

— Tak BOT, cMOTpH, ThI TOBOPUILIb, YTO BAMITUP — ITO TOT ke
caMbIil MEpTBeL], Tak? — C TUMH CJIOBAMUA OH BOIIPOCUTEIILHO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha JEBYIIKY.

—Hy, na... — orBeruna CoHs, HE OTBOIS OT HETO B3IVIAAA.

— Torga oTBeTh Ha €11I€ OIMH BOIPOC: Pa3Be MEPTBEL] MOKET
UCTIBITBIBATh YYBCTBO OOWBI, 3JIOCTH, CTpaxa, BIIOOIEHHOCTH,
CTpaCTH U HaCJaXJIeH!s1? — OC/IeIHUE CJIOBA OH TPOU3HEC MPU-
[JIyHIEHHBIM T'0JIOCOM, IIPY 3TOM €ro IJla3a MproOpesd HeoObu-
HBII CTAJIBHOW OTTEHOK, a Ha JIMIE MOSBUJIACh AMKasl YJbIOKa,
KOTOPYIO JIOTIOJTHUJIM JIBA MTOKa3aBIIMXCS Kiblka. OT BCEro 3Toro
y CoHu mobesxaiy 1o Koxe «Mypaiiki», OHa MallTUHAJIBHO OT-
ceJla MojaJjbllle, HO OH Jake 3TOro He 3amMeTwl. B riyOune ny-
1M JIeBYyIIIKa OblTa paja TOMy, ¥ YTOObI HE MOJIaBaTh BU/IA, UTO
CHOBA UCMYyrajach, yBEPEHHbBIM IOJIOCOM CHPOCHUIIA!



— MosxeT ObITh TOJBKO 3710CTh?

Ero nuiio BHOBb M3MEHUJIOCH, CTaB OOBIYHBIM:

— 3anoMHu: 30MOU, KaK 3aBe/IEHHBIE UTPYIIKH, B KaKyIO CTO-
POHY IOCTaBUIlb, TyAa W NONAYT. OHU HE B COCTOSIHUM 4YTO-
OO0 UCIIBITHIBATH, HE TOBOPS yke 0 uyBcTBax! OHU TIPOCTO
HEOCO3HAHHO M OECIPEKOCIIOBHO BBITIONHSIOT BOJIO JPYrOTO.
Bor u Bcé! Hy, tenepp noHsuia, 4to Mbl COBCEM HE IOXOXH
Ha HUX?

— Hy, Bpoze kak mnoHsiia, — He 3ayMbIBasiCh, OTBETHJIA JIE-
BYIIIKA.

— Xopomo. Torna s mponomky Aanbiie? — OH MOCMOTpes
Ha CoHlo.

— Koneuno! — HeoxumaHHO [yisi cebsi caMOil BOCKJIMKHYJIA
OHA, OTYEr0 CMYIIEHHO OTBEJIA OT HEro B3I, YJIBIOHYBIIIUCH,
OH TIPOJIOJIKIJT:

— OpnaH nepxan Baibpuky Ha pykax ¥ He MOT TIOBEPUTb, UTO
e€ BoT-BOT He craneT! OH 1 Mpe/ICTaBUTh cede He MOT, Kak Oyaer
KUThH Oe3 He€ JalTblle.

— Muasi, He Moy, nipoury Teds. Ckaxu, KTo 3T0 caenan?
K107 — nipITasncs BeisicHUTh OH. OHa y/IbIOHY/1aCh U MpOIIenTaa:

— 4 moGmo 1eds u Oyay JIOOUTH BCerna... — HO HE ycriena
JIOTOBOPUTH, KaK e nepedwn OpraH:

— Munas, s ymossio Te0s1, ckaxu Kto? Kro nuinaer MeHs ca-
MOTo 10pororo?!

OHa nomHsIa PyKy 1, IPUKOCHYBIIIUCH MAJBIEM K €ro ryoam,
MpoIiernTana;



— Iopoxau U nociaymiaid MeHsl, 3TO OYeHb BakHO. S1... BCE
PaBHO HE BBIKWBY, ThI 3TO MPEKPACHO MOHUMaelb. ... Oymy
JMOOUTH TeOsA... BEYHO... W CIYCTS KaKoe-TO BpeMsl BEpPHYCh,
HO TOJIbKO HE TaKOM, KaKasi €CTh ceiyac, a Ipyrou, CJbIIIUIIb. ..
apyroii. [Ipomry, Haiiqun MeHs, rae Obl 1 HU ObUIA U KaKOW Obl
HE...

Ona roBopwia ¢ OOJNBIIMMK May3aMH M 3aKpblBaJia T71a3a,
CJIOBHO OOAyMbIBajia 3TU cjioBa. Banbpuka Oblia OYEeHb TsKe-
JIO paHeHa, ¥ ObLJIO BUIHO, UTO 37eCh MocTapalics mpodeccro-
Has. Cyas 1o BceMy, OH CO3HATENIbHO He YOIl e€ cpasy, a Xo-
TeJ1, yTo Obl OHA Myumiack. OpiaH TOIBKO MOJYa KUBAJ TOJO-
BOH, MTIOTOMY 4YTO HE 3HaJl, YTO U cKa3aTb. OH HE XOTeJ BEPUTD,
9TO B JIIOOOW MOMEHT TOM, C KEM OH IPOKUJI He OJIHY COTHIO JIET,
ceiiyac He cTaHeT. D710 ObUIO He crpaBeTuBo. OH emié pa3 B3I
ce0Osl B pyKM 1 KaK MOXHO CIIOKOWHEE CITPOCHIT:

— Banbpuka, munast Mosi, TioOMMasi MOSI TIOJIOBMHA, MOSI TeHb,
Mos ITposepnuHa, ckaxu, KTo 310 ¢ To00# crnenan? Kro?! — on
TOBOPUJI STU CJIOBA UCKPEHHE M C TaKOW JIIOOBBIO, UTO Ka3a-
JIOCh, TIPOCTO He mepekuBET cMepTu. OHA CHOBA OTKpPbLIA 171432,
T10 €€ IIeKe CKaTUJIMCh CJIE3bI, M OHA eJIe CJIBIIIHO Hayajia roBO-
pHTh: DTO... 3TO... OXOT... — CJeJIaB INIyOOKUH BJIOX, IJIa3a CTa-
JIM 1IMpe, U, BBIAOXHYB OCTATOK CBOEW KM3HU, OHA... UCUYE3a,
Tak U He JoroBopuB. B pykax y OpriaHa ocrajcsi TOIbKO Mefa-
JIbOH, MOJIAPEHHBIN UM B MEPBYI0 UX BcTpedy. Beé ato mpouso-
IJIO HACTOJILKO OBICTPO, UTO OH JIaKe He YCIIeT COOOpa3uTh, Ky/ia
OHAa J1e/1aCh, HO MOTOM €roO CJIOBHO OCEHUJIO, M BCSI 0O0JIb, 3JI0CTh



Y HEHABUCTh, KOTOPAsl TaK AOJITO KOIUJIACh BCE 3TO BpeMs, IO-
Ka OH JiepsKasl e€, BIPYT BHIPBAJIACh HAPYKY AyIIepa3JrpaOIIIM
KPHUKOM:

— Banppuka-a-a-a-a!!! He-e-et!!! Jlekc BOexan B KOMHaTy
U yBUJEN, 4TO Ha nony cuaut OpliaH v IEPKUT B PyKax mesa-
JIbOH, BOKPYT OblTa KpoBb, HO He ObUTO0 Banmbpuku. E€ Oonbine
HET, a OH JIake He YCIIeN MOoMnpoIaThesi. EMy ObLIo OueHb Kaub,
Be/Ib OH ObLI 3HAKOM C Hel 10JIbllie, ueM oHa ¢ OparoM. Ha ogHoM
u3 Oayio Jlekc mozHakomm Banbpuky u Opnana, u nocie 3To-
ro OHHM y*ke Bceraa Obutn BMecTe. Kak Obl CTpaHHO He 3By4Yalo,
HO JIeKcy, HACKOJBKO s €ro 3Hal0, HUKOT/IA ¥ HUKTO He HPaBHJI-
csi. Bo3MOXHO, OH U YBJIEKaJICS KEM-TO, HO TOJIbKO pajiyl yIOBJie-
TBOPEHHUsI COOCTBEHHBIX MOTpeOHOCTEN. JII0OOUTH HUKOTO HE JII0-
oW1, pa3Be YTO TOJNBKO POAMTENiel 1 OpaTheB, MOITOMY HUKOTA
HE TIOHMMAaJl TeX YyBCTB, KOTOPbIE WUCIBITBIBAA JIPYT K JIPYTry
Banbpuka u Opnan. [Topoii 6par naxe oOm:kaicsi Ha HEro, MOTo-
My YTO TOT MPOCTO HE MOT MX MOHSTh, HO 3aTO OHU MOTJIN OBITh
YBEpEHBI B TIOI/IEPKKE MOBEUTENs. Tak MomyqmiIoch M co CBa-
apOoi. Opnan ObUT OYeHb pajl, KOraa y3Haj, 4To Opar He TOJb-
KO MOAIJIepKall MX UACI0 JKEHUThCSI, HO U B35 HA ceOsl opraHmsa-
IIUIO CTOJTb KPYMTHOTO MEPONPUATHUSL. TaKk 4TO MOXHO OBLIO TOJTb-
KO JIOTa/IbIBATHCSl, YTO YyBCTBOBAJ HA TOT MOMEHT AJIEKCAH/P.
Jla u Baybprika ObU1a Kak pOJACTBEHHHK B 3TOH HEOOJBIION ce-
Mbe, TaK, 10 KpaiiHei Mepe, cuutail oH. OH nofomen K Opary u,
TIOJIOKUB PYKY Ha IJIEYO, CKa3aJl:

— [oi#ném, 3aech Oosbilie HeYero aemaTh!



Opnan noBepHyJics k Opary, u Jlekc yBuaen ero jmio. OHO
OBLJIO 3JTBIM, a TJ1a3a ObLIM HACTOJIBKO IUKUMHU 1 00€3yMEBIITMH,
YTO Ha KaKyI0-TO JIONIO CeKyH 1bl JIeKcy cTaio He 1o cede OT 3T0-
r0, HO, TIPS B ce0s1, OH TIOBTOPHIT:

—Ioipém, Opnan! 3aeck Gonblie nenats Hedero! S mpukaxy
3aKPbITh 3Ty KOMHATY HaBceraa!

Opiian BcTa, €ro JUIO NO-MPEeKHEMY BbIPAKaJIO 37I0CTh, M OH
MPOKpUYAJL:

—Hy nuyto?! Tel no-nipexHeMy cuuTaelib, YTO He CTOUJIO BOJI-
HOBATbCS U3-3a ISIOUHBIX CJIOB?!

— VYcnokoiics, Opnan! $1 mpekpacHo TeOs1 MOHUMAIO H... —
Jlekc He ycren 1oroBOpuTh, Kak ero rnepedun Opar:

— Yro 11 oHnMaemb?! Tel HUKOrma Hac He moHuMan! Kak
cernyac cMeellb TOBOPUTh O KaKUX-TO MOHATUAX ! ThI KWJT TONB-
KO TeéM, YTOOBI y/IOBJIETBOPUTH CBOM MOXOTJIUBBIE MOTpeOHOCTH !
Thl HUKOT/IA HE JIIOOWII, U Thl HE CMeelllb TOBOPUTh O TOM, UTO
MOHUMaelb MeHs1! — HakoHell-T0 Joropopuii Opnad. Kazanocs,
ceifuac OH BBITUIECHYJT Ha OpaTa BCIO CBOIO HAKOTIUBIITYIOCST HEHA-
BUCTb U 3JI0CTb, HO MOKa OH roBopuil, y Jlekca Ha juiie He Apor-
HYJI HA OWH MYCKYJ1. Ecii Ob Ha HEro MOBBICHII TOJIOC KTO-HU-
Oynb apyroit, a He Opar, To Jlekc pasopBai Obl €ro Ha KyCKH,
Jaxe riaa3omM He MOpruyB. Ho ceruac OH CTOsIT HE KaK MOBEJIU-
TeJIb BAMITMPOB, KOTOPOrO OTYMTHIBAJIA €ro npasasi pyka — Op-
JIaH, a KaKk MJIaaImid 6par, KOTOPOro OTYMTHIBal crapmuid. OH
nepexuBasl, HO BUJy He NOKa3biBal. Ero nuio no-npexHemy
OCTaBaJIOCh KAMEHHBIM M X0JI0AHBIM. K HecuacThlo 1151 Hero ca-



MOTO, €ro BJIaCTh HE TepIiejia HUKAKUX SMOIIUM, TOJIbKO YETKUI
YM U XOJIOIHOE CEpALE, KaK KOrga-To yumi ux orel. JIekc cno-
KOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM MPOJOJIKUJI:

— OprnaHn, He HaJlI0 BUHUTb MEHS BO BCEX I'PEXax, TO, YTO 5 HU-
KOTJIa ¥ HUKOTO He JTIOOWIT — 3TO ellI€ He 03HAYaeT, YTo 51 OecuyB-
CTBeHHBIN. Banbpuka Obuta U1 MEHsI OYTH POJHOW CECTPOW,
KOTOPOH Y HAC HUKOTJa He ObUIO, M1 MHE, BO3MOXHO, HE TaK Ts-
XKEJIo Kak Tede, HO 51 BCE paBHO O4eHb cokalien! — Jlekc mpous-
HEC TU CJIOBA HACTOJILKO UCKpeHHe, uTto OpraH ObUT YAUBIEH.
OH HUKOTIa He CIIBIIIAI OT Opara MOJOOHBIX PEUEH.

Vixe Oonee criokoitHO OpiaH CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak cuuraenp, 310 J9JUHBIX PyK Aea0?

Jlekc 3apymaics u ckazan:

— He nymaro, OH BCE-Taky Hall 5745, HO O TOM, YTO OH HE BU-
HOBEH U He MPUYACTEH K 9TOMY, s CKa3aTh C MOJHOU YBEPEHHO-
CTBIO TOXE HE MOTY.

— Hymaerb, 4To Hall Js0s HE CHOCOOEH Ha yOWICTBO? —
¢ yausJieHueM crpocui Opinas.

— A THI Iymaeliib, 4YTO Aa? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOMPOC OTBETHUI
Jlexc.

— Thl e 3Haellb, OH, KOHEYHO, YOUBAET, U 3TO HU ISl KOTO
HE CEKpEeT, HO YTOOBI OH Pajii CBOEH YEPTOBOM 11 yor Bab-
PUKY... — cKazai 3aaymMunBo OpraH.

— JlaBail BbliileM OTCIOa W MOTOBOPUM Tje-HUOYIb B Jpy-
I'OM MECTe, XOpouIo? — BApYT npeatoxui Jleke. Opian eme pas
OIJIsIZIeNl BCIO KOMHATY M, OCTAHOBUB CBOM B3IJIsIJ HA MECTe, rjie



TOJIBKO 4TO Jiexkana Banbpuka, ckazan:

— KoneuHo. ..

3ateM OH BHIIIIEN, a cieioM — Jlekc. 3akphiB 3a cOOOM JIBEPH,
OHHU HAIpaBWJIKCh MO TEMHOMY KOPHUJIOPY B CTOPOHY TPOHHOI'O
3ana.

— Chymaii, a Beqib Asi/isl MOT IIPOCTO KOTO-HUOYb HAHATH! —
BApYT ckazan OpraH, HAPYIIUB TUIITHHY.

— Bo3mosxHo, Thl ¥ nipaB. Cam yOuBaTh HE CTaHET, OH He Ha-
CTOJIBKO TJIYTI, HO KOrO-HUOY/Ib HAHSITH — TO 3aIPOCTO, BOIPOC
koro? Kro emg 6bu1 3anHTepecoBaH B e€ cmeptu? Komy oHa me-
11aja KUTh? — C STUMU CIOBAMH OH MOCMOTpe Ha OpaTa. Oprian
MOJT4aJl, HO Yepe3 Napy MUHYT OH BCTPEBOXKEHO CKa3all:

— Oxornukam! Korna s cipocun y Basibpuku, KTO 310 caenad,
OHa CKa3aJla CJIOBO «0XOT». CKOper BCero, OHa MMella B BULY
OXOTHHMKa. JIeKc 3agymaiicsl, HO HEHaJOrO:

— Moxet ObITb 51 1 OIIMOAI0Ch, HO, TOMHUTCS, KOTJa MbI 320€-
’KaJli B KOMHATY, 51 IOYYBCTBOBAJI 3aMlaX OXOTHUKA. Thl Cyyaii-
HO... — He ycrhes JoroBoputh JIekc, Kak ero nepeOus MmosiBUB-
mmics BaMnup. HU3Ko MOKJIOHUBIIMCH, OH BCTPEBOXKEHO JI0JI0-
KWL

— T'ocnonuH, ¢ ceBepHON CTOPOHBI 3aMKa COJIATH OOHApY-
*um octanieB! Ceityac Tam uner 6ursa! [Ipaka ckazai, 4ro
KTO-TO U3 BaMIIUPOB BUIEN 3ech Pomany!

[Mocrne 3THX 0B OpaThsi NEPErTISHYIUCH U XOPOM TIepecIpo-
cui: — Pomany?

— Jla, — yBEpEeHHBIM I'OJIOCOM CKa3ajl BaMITUp.



— Huuero He nonumaro! Hey:xenu Buzupb HaHsU1 3Ty Mep3aB-
Ky? — ¢ yousieHueM cripocuit Opiias, A Ha Jlekca.

— Huuero ynusutenbHoro B 3t1om HeT! Eciin y Hero ecrs 11edib,
9TOOBI 0 HEE JIOUTH, OH 3aKJIIOUUT CAEJIKY C KEM YrOfIHO, XOTb
¢ camuM «/IpsiBosIomM», X0Tb ¢ «['ocionom borom» ! EMy Bcé paB-
HO! BaxkHee ipyroe, 4To 34€Ch IeNal0T NOBCTAHLBI? | — KPUKHYJI
Jlekc.

— Yro xe aenars? — cnpocust Opnan y Jlekca.

— l'opH, HaiiTu oxoTHMILY, rie Obl HU OblTa! Jlaneko oHa yii-
TH BCE€ paBHO He morna! U... em€ ['opH, KTO BO3MIaBiIsSeT 1o-
BCTaHYECKYI0 rpyriy?! — pazapaxeHHo cripocui Jlekc xymoina-
BOI'O BaMIIUpa.

— INoBenuTesb, MpoIIly MPOIIEHHS, HO BCIO OKPYTY OOIIAPUIIH,
a Pomany Tak 1 He Hanum! [loBcTaHueB, MOM MOBEIUTENb, KAK
BCerja, Bo3ranisieT Muppa! — OTBETHII OH HEMHOTO BUHOBATO.

— Tak g u nyman! Kyna xe 6e3 Heé¢! Bor u oTBeT Ha TBOM
Borpoc, Opnan! — ckazan Jlekc, mocMOTpeB B CTOpOHY Oparta.
3arem OH CHOBa NEPEBEN B3IVIAJ HA ['OpHA 1 BCE TEM ke TOHOM
IIPOU3HEC:

— T'opH, Hainére Muppy, Haiinere u Pomany! Moxkerns uaru!

C stumu ciioBamu ['OpH yike XOTel YT, HO, Pa3BEPHYBIIIKCH,
CIIPOCHJI:

—l'ocnoauy, a yTo Nenath, ecnu noMMaeM Muppy, HO He MoK~
MaeM OXOTHHUILY?

— To1 uto, ['OpH, B MepBBIA pa3 UCIIOIHSEIIb TOIO0OHBIE TIPH-
Kkas3pl?! — paccepauiics OpraH.



— Koneuno, Her. [Ipocture MeHs, — UCIIyTraHHO MPOTrOBOPUIT
['opH u cobupascs yiTta, Kak Jlekc 6onee CroKOHHBIM TOJI0COM
CKazas:

—I'opH, eciu Bbl oiiMaete Muppy u He nonmaere Pomany, To
NpUBEIUTE €€ CI0[a, a Mbl YK€ CaMH PELIUM, YTO C HeW JesaThb.
Teneps ThI OHSI, YTO OT TeOs1 TpedyeTcs?

— Ha, rocnioaus. .. Criacu6o! — ¢ 3triMu cioBamul ' opH ncues.

— Yero Thl ¢ HUM LIEPEeMOHUIIIbCA. B3sist Obl M BhIrHAU ero! —
cepauTo ckazan OprnaH.

— OHM MoM MOAJaHHbBIE U 51 00513aH O HUX 3a00THUTHCS, €CITU
s1 Oy/ly BBITOHSTD KaK/I0T0, KTO 32a€T MHE TIONOOHBIE BOITPOCHI,
KTO e Torja MHe OyJeT ciyXuTb, a Opnan? — ¢ yablOKoi cripo-
cuit Jlekc. OpiiaH HEMHOIO pacTepsuics W, He Hailisl 4TO OTBe-
TUTb, CIIPOCHJL:

— INocnyman, g Bor nymarn: kak Pomana morna cioga npo-
OpaTbcsl, Belb 3[IECh Be3JIe €CTh «YIIN» U «I71a3a»? Eciu KoHeu-
HO... — He IoroBopuB, OpinaH 3a1ymarcs.

— He nymaems i1, 4To €1 momoras KTO-TO U3 HAIMX ? — CIpPO-
cui Jleke ¢ HenonAeIbHBIM UHTEPECOM, NPEPBaB MOTYaHue Opa-
Ta.

— A ouemy Obl v HeT! MHOTHE Obl XOTENN 3aHITh TBOE MECTO
¥ J1ake 0cO00 HE CKPBIBAIOT TOTO. . . — OTBETHJI OpaT ¥ ME/IJIEHHO
TOIIEN 110 JUTMHHOMY U, KaK Ka3aJI0Ch, 06CKOHEYHOMY KOPHUJIOPY.

JIuno Jlekca mocine cKka3aHHBIX CJIOB U3MEHWJIOCh, OHO CTa-
JIO XOJIOIHBIM U HEMHOTO 00ecroKOeHHBIM. OpraH ObUI MpasB.
Kak Ob1 XOpo111 H1 ObUT TPaBUTENb, BCE PABHO CPEIv MOIAHHBIX



HalIyTCs Te, KTO ObUT HEJIOBOJICH ero rpasjieHueM. JIeke aepxkai
BCEX B «E¥KOBBIX pyKaBuIax». CTapble BAMITUPHI, KOTOPHIE KH-
JIM BO BpeMeHa MpaBJIeHKs ero OTlia U Ae/a, U KOTOPbIe KUBYT
ceriyac, cpaBHUBAIOT paBieHue Jlekca ¢ Tupanueid. OHU cum-
TAIOT, YTO HBIHEIHSS BJIACTh OOJIbIIE MOAICPKUBACT MOJIObIX,
a MOJIOJbIe CUMTANHM, YTO BJIACTDH JIy4Ille OTHOCHUTCSI K CTapbIM.
Jlekc e ObLT yBEpeH, UTO OMMHAKOB KO BceM. OH He JII0OHJI, KO-
IJIa €ro peleHust KTO-TO CMeJl OCIapuBaTrh, He CYUTAasl, KOHEUHO,
Opara. Oterll Ux Bceraa y4u:

— Henb3s yroxmate BceM M cpasy, nHade TeOsl TepecTaHyT
yBakaTh U OOSIThCS, YTO MOXKET B JAJIbHEHINEM OTpPa3UThCs
Ha BCEM.

Jlexc ObLT yBepeH B CBOMX PEICHHUsIX, B 3TOM €ro TOJTHOCTHIO
NOJ/IEPKUBAIT Opat 1 camoe OJIM3KOe OKPYKEHHUE, a ITO ITTaBHOE.
Yro Xe KacaeTcsl THpaHUH, TO, BO3MOXHO, TJIe-TO OHA U MPOSIB-
nsinack. HekoTopbie BAMITUPHI YacTO My TaId CMBICT CJIOB «THpa-
HUSI» U «CIIPABE/I/IMBOCTh», OHM HUKAK HE MOIJIU TOHSTh, YTO
NPUHSTOE MPABMIIBHOE PeIlieHNe B KaKOM-JIOO CITydae OTHIONb
He sIBJISIETCS] TUPAHUEH, 1aXe eCIIM TO pellieHre ObUIO IPUHSTO
HE B «Ballly», IPOCTHUTE, MOJIb3Y, HO BCEM TOr0 HE OOBSICHUIII.
OcobeHHO CTapbiM BaMITMpaM, KOTOpble ObUIA CTapIlie CaMoro
MIOBEJIUTENISI HA MHOTO THICSY JieT. JKUBIIIUE 10 OHUM U TEM ke
3aKOHaM W TOpsIKAaM BO BpEeMEHa TpaBJIeHUsI €ro jiefa U OT-
11a, OHU HE MOIJIM CBBIKHYThCSI C HOBHIMHU 3akoHamu. CoOupa-
JIMCh B Pa3NInvHble coOpaHus v o0cyxaamu Jlekca, ero cembio u,
B TIEPBYIO0 OYepe/ib, PUHSATHIE UM 3aKOHBI. OHM XOTEJIN CBEpr-



HYTb €TO U, BBIABUHYB CBOETO JIU/IEPa, MOCAAUTh Ha TPOH, UTO-
OBI TOT, B CBOIO OY€pe/b, UCTIOHSLT TOJIBKO UX TIpUKaskl. Mickanm
crmabble MecTa, HO, YBBI, UX He ObLJIO, B 001meM, BcE 10 0e300pa-
3us OaHabHO. He 06peMeHEHHBIN JTI000BbIO, U HE MMest HUKAKUX
POIICTBEHHBIX CBSI3eH, KpoMe Opara, oH ObUT Heysi3BUM. [Ipujy-
MBIBasi pa3IMYHbIe TIaHBI TI0 CBepkeHuIo JIekca 1 Beeit ero ce-
MbH, OHU KaX[Iblil pa3 MOHUMAJIH, 4TO BCE OBUIO O€3 TOJIKY, I0-
Ka y Hero He MOsIBUTCS «AXusuiecoBa MATa». M oHM HalLIM 3Ty
ciadocth — xeHmHapl! OH ux oueHsp oo, Kak coOCTBEHHO
u ero Opar. biaro asis1 cedst oH Berpertwics ¢ Banbpukoit u octa-
BUWJI 3Ty MPUBBIUKY, a BOT Jlekc HeT. [Ipo3HaB 00 3TOM, HEJ00-
pOXeaTesiu CTalu MOAChUIATh K HEMY CBOMX JJoUepeid AJisl TOro,
9T0OB OHM JTUOO KEHWJIH ero Ha cede, b0 yomnu. Bocmonb3o-
BaBIIIMCh UMU, OH JaBaJl JIO)KHBIE OOCIaHus, 2 OHH TIepe/IaBaIn
UX OTIaM, Te, B CBOIO OUYepe/ib, IPUIYMbIBATIM Pa3IMYHbIE 3ar0-
BOpbl. OHM J1aXe MOHATUS He uMenHd, uTo y Jlekca Besae Obliu
«r71a3a u ymm». OH MpeKpacHo 3HaJ PO UX cOOpaHus, TIaHbI
¥ TIOJICTABBI U... HEe COOMPAJICS YHHUUTOXATh JJAHHBIE OpraHu3a-
UM, BEJlb ITO €ro TOJbKO 3a0ariisio. [ToToM OHM J0ITO CMest-
mvck ¢ OpraHoM U caMbIM ONU3KUM OKpykeHuem. Hy BoT, mo-
JKauly#, ¥ BCE!» — cKa3aJl BAMITUP, 3aKOHYMB PACCKa3.

CoHsI HAaCTONBKO ObUIa TIOIJIONIEHA YCIIBINIAHHBIM, YTO Ka-
KOE-TO BpeMsI Chjiesia B OKUIaHUK TTpoojkeHus. Eii kazanock,
YTO OHA caMa MPOKKJIA BCIO 3Ty KU3Hb OT HaYala v JJO KOHIIA.

— A yto, Muppy noitmanm?

— IovimaTs-TO MoMMay, HO JOBECTHU 110 JIekca Tak ¥ He CMOT-



. OHa OYeHb XUTpasi, U y He€ BCera MHOTO MOCJIeJOBaTeel.
Eii mpocTo B ouepeiHOM pa3 MoMoriu coexarh, — ¢ J0CaI01 CKa-
3aJ1 BAMIIMP.

— 3HauuT, BBl TAK W HE HAIUIM YOWidlly? — CHOBa CIpOCHJIa
Cons.

— Her. Bc€ ObU10 HACTOTBKO XOPOIIIO U TINATELHO CIUIAHM-
POBAHO, YTO CKOJILKO Obl MbI HE OWJIMCh M HE MCKaJIH, BCE ObI-
70 Gecrionie3no! Ho 310 He 3HAYMT, YTO MBI MPEKPATHIIN TTOUC-
KU, OHU MPOAOJIKAIOTCS U MO HbIHEUIHEee BPeMsi, — OTBETUJI OH,
YIBIOHYBIIIUCh €H.

— A Thl... onuH u3 apysen Opnana u Jlekca?! — Bapyr copo-
cuiia CoHs.

OH HM Ha MUHYTY HE 3aAyMAJICA U, NPOAOJIKASA BCE TaKKe
CMOTPETh HAa HEE, OTBETUIL:

— Jla.

Heckonbko MMHYT CHyCTSl OH BCTajl C KpPOBATH, MOJOUIEN
K CTOJIMKY, IJIe CTOslIa Yalllka ¢ )pyKTaMHU U, B35IB U3 HEE areib-
CHH, KMHYJI ero er. OHa ¢ JIETKOCTBIO MOMMaIa.

— Ep, a To ymMpéLus ¢ ronofy! — ¢ 3TMMM CJI0BaMU OH TOA0-
IIEN K IBEPH, OTKPBIB €€, elé pa3 nocMotpes Ha COHIO U, YIIbIO-
HYBIIUCH, Bbilles. COHsl €ll¢ MUHYT AECATh CUJIENA B MOJTHOM
W3YMJIEHUM OT CETOAHSAIIHEN HOYM, OT €r0 PaccKas3a U OT HEro
camoro. OHa ¥ MOHATHUSA HE UMEJIA, YTO BAMITUPBI, OKa3bIBACTCS,
T€ K€ Camble JIIOAU, TOIbKO JApYIUe.

— V¥ HuX Te ke 4yBCTBa, 4To M y Hac! OkaspiBaercs, y Mme-
Hs1 OBUIO COBCEM HE MPABIJIBHOE Tpe/CTaBIeHe 00 9THUX CyIIle-



crBax! Xors, ueMy s ynuBisiock. Beap duiibMbl 0 BaMmupax
TI0 CPABHEHUIO C MX HACTOSIIIEH KM3HBIO — AOCOMOTHOE BpaHbe ! —
BOo3MyHIanack Bcayx CoHsl.

— Oi1, coBceM 3a0bL1a CIIPOCUTD, KaK ero 30ByT. JIagHo, ciipo-
11y B APYro pas, eciu, KOHEYHO, YBUKY... — C STUMH CJIOBa-
MU OHa MOYMCTHJIA aleJIbCUH U, 3aTOJKaB B POT OJHY JOJBbKY,
C HEeNOAEIbHBIM YOBOJIbCTBUEM CKa3aa:

— MMM. .. Kakou caaakui!

HaxkoHen-to BnepBbie 3a 0roe BpeMsi OHa MOYYyBCTBOBAJIa
ceOs1 CIIOKOMHO, a eIl B Hel 3apoauiiach HOBasl HAJIEK/Ia.

I'JIABA IV

INoBcTannbl

Cmepkaiiocs. f He crana cuzeTs M kaaTh nomomu. Hecner-
HO TOIIIA TTO JIECY BJIOJIb IOPOTH (KOTOPYIO 51 BCE-TAKM HAILIA),
9TOOBI JIMIITHUI pa3 Ha KOro-HUOyIb He HaTKHYThcs. Hacnaxa-
JIach TETJIOM, ITUYBUM TIEHUEM U MOCIETHUMHU JIy4YaMu 3aX0[1s1-
IIEro cofHIa. Bc€ ObUI0 HACTONBKO CIIOKOMHO, YTO Ha KAKOE-TO
BpeMsl MIOKa3aJ1ach, YTO 51 IPOCTO TYJISIO B JIECY B ITOMCKaX I'pU-
00B, sroj, Hy i npocto Tak. Cellyac MHe ObUIO OYEHb XOPO-



I1I0 ¥ KaK-TO CIOKOMHO. Korzia conHIie mouTu CKphjiock 3a ropu-
30HTOM, MOE MHMMOE CIIOKOMCTBHUE CTAJIO Ky/a-TO PacCenBaTh-
csl, CJIOBHO yTpeHHUil TymaH. [loxkanyi, ToJbKO Torna si Hauana
NOHMMaTh, YTO 3HAYUT TUILIMHA U CHOKOWCTBUE /ISl OXOTHHKA.
Cka304yHbIi MOMEHT, KOTOPOTO B PEAIbHOCTH HUKOTJa He OyeT.
VImeHHO TOrja s BCHOMHMJIA CBOIO MEPBYIO KEPTBY — BAMITUP-
11y C U3yMPYIHBIM LIBETOM Boioc. [ToMHI0, Kak e€ rosoBa ynana
Ha 3eMJII0, KaK OHA YCTaBWJIACh HA MEHs1 OOJIbIIMMU U O€310H-
HBIMU IJIa3aMU, KaK PYXHYJIO TeJIO, M KaK OHO UCYE3JIO.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
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Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».
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