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IIpoJior

Bce MbI mo6um BommeOHbIE ¥ CKa304Hble UCTOpUM. OHM OyATO OfIesIoM, OKYTBHIBAIOT Hac,
IBITASACh CIIPATaTh OT peasibHOro Mupa. biarogaps um, Mel MeuTaeM CTaTh HACTOSALIMMU I'epOsIMH,
KOTOpBIE XpaOpo cpaxaloTcs 3a Bc€ xopoiree. KoHeuHO He B OTHOM M3 UCTOPUii He 00XomuTes 1 0e3
TbMBI, KOTOpasi OTPABJISAET Cep/illa HEBUHHBIX U IOPOI yOUBaeT BCAKYIO Hafiexky. Mbl IOMHUM U TO,
41O JOOPO BCeraa Modexaaer 3710, HO MOpoi 3a0biBaeM, Kakol HeHOH. Vctopun moOyxkaaloT Kax-
J0TO U3 HAC XOTb Ha CEKYH/ly NOBEPUTDb B Uy[0, B Maruio, KOTOPO, Ka3anaock Obl, IPOCTO HE MOXKET
CYILIECTBOBATb B TAKOM CEpOM, CKYAHOM U 00blieHHOM Mupe. Ho eciin Bam BCE ke XBaTUT BOOOpaxe-
HUA U (paHTa3uy, TO 5 00EIIal0, Bbl CMOKETE CAMHU OKa3aThCsl B MUPE, ITOJTHOM 3araJIoK, BOJIIIEOHBIX
CYIIECTB M UCKpeHHeH ApykObl. Ho 0 4éM ke MmoiAET MOst UCTOPHS U C Yero BCE Ha4aJloch?

Y nogHoXus rop, ecTh MajieHbKast JepeByIka. Hapon 3nech 1oOpbiii 1 6€33a00THBIA. A KHU3HbD
HAIlOMHMHAET COH, HO HE TOT, YTO MPUXOJUT K HaM HOYbI0. DTO OOJIbIIIE HATTOMUHAET JIETHIOK IPEMOTY.
Jllonu HUKyJa He cremar, u3peka Xoaar B roctu. Kaxaplii 1oOUT cueTh Ha Teppace CBOEro Joma,
IIPOBOKAsk OYEPEAHON MEAJIEHHbIN 3aKaT COJHIIA.

VImeHHO B 3TOM MecTe M HAYMHAEeTC s Hallle IoBeCTBOBaHUE. Besib 311ech, B MaleHbKOM 1 BCEMU
3a0BITON IEPEBYIKE, KUBYT Opat C CECTPOM, KM3Hb KOTOPBIX BCEra IMpoTeKasla TUXO M CHOKOMHO.
Jlo oHOro MOMeHTa. ...
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I'nraBa 1. Uto xe Tam 3a ropou?

— U BcE *ke, 4TO TaM 3a ropoi? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICA MAIBYUK CO CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMHU M IJIa-
3aMU, HAMIOJIHEHHBIMU JIETCKUM JTIOOOMBITCTBOM. OH CMOTpeJ Ha MOJIOCY 3eJIEHBIX rOp, KOTopasi pac-
CTWJIaJIach TpsAMO Tiepen HuM. Ecim Harpsiab BooOpakeHHe, TO MOXKHO ObLIO MIPE/ICTABUTh, YTO 3TO
XBOCT TMTAHTCKOTO JpakoHa. Mabuuky Obuto Beero 10 sier. OH ObUT HEBEPOSITHO YMEH M COOOpa3u-
TeJIEH [IJI1 CBOETO BO3pacTa, HO 3TO HUMKAK HE OTMEHSUJIO €r0 CKJIOHHOCTh K JYypayecTBYy, a MHOTAA
Y XyJIUTaHCTBY.

— 41 ke Tebe yxe ThiCSUy pa3 OObsCHsIA, 51 TIOHATHS He UMelo 4To Tam. Jla 1 3aueM Hawm 3710,
€CJI MBI MIPEKPACHO KUBEM U 371eCh. Thl TOJIBKO 3a/yMaiicsi, 4To y TeOsl ecTh, — JIeBYIIKa MPOBea
PYKO, yKa3bIBasi HA HEOOJIBIIIYIO JEPEBYIIKY, B KOTOPOM OHU MTPOKUIIU BCIO CBOIO *13Hb. OHa clierka
YJIBIOHYJIACh, KaK Obl BCIOMHHAS BCE TO XOPOIIee, YTO C Hell MPOM3O0IILIO 32 TO BpeMsi, KOTOPOe OHa
311ech HaxoauTCst. Bomockl 1eByIIKY ObLIM KOPOTKUMU U CBeTJIBIMU. LIBEeT BOsIOC ObLIT OIHOM U3 SIBHBIX
YepT, 10 KOTOPOH MOXHO OblJIa pa3misiieTh B MAJIBYKMKE C JIEBYIIKOM Opara u cectpy. E€ riaza Obuu
3eJIeHOBAThIE, XOTsl €l YacTO Ka3aJloCh, UTO B HUX ObUIa ITpUMech royooro. JleByIika cujena Ha cKa-
Mb€ y IOMa M CTapajiach Kak MOKHO aKKypaTHee 3allTonarh pyOaliky, KOTOpyIo BCEro 3a Mnapy 4acoB
Opar ycnien cHoBa nopBath. Kora ke cectpa norpedoBajia OObSICHEHHUSI, OH PEILlI, YTO CpaKeHHe
C BOOOpakaeMbIM UyJOBHIIEM Oy/IeT BECKMM apryMEHTOM.

— Ho mHe 3xech ckyuyHo. MHe xoueTcsi BCTPETUTh BOJMIIEOHBIX CYIIECTB, O KOTOPBIX XOISAT
JIETeH Ipl. A TJIABHOE S XOUY YBUJIETb. ..

— Jla, na. benoro kura.

Ha yx, 3T0T KUT ObLT U3M00IeHHO! TemMoii. [To ciyxam, 310 OBUIO CYIIECTBO, HAIIOMUHAIOIIEEe
TUTAHTCKOE 00JIaKO, HO HE TaKoe MyXOBOE, KaK OCTaJibHble. Beblil KUT ObLT «IIOKPOBUTENIEM BCETO
Maru4eckoro». MIMeHHo Tak BbIpasuiics Opar, KOrja paccKkasblBajl CECTpe JIEreHy O OeloM KUTe rie-
TO MATUCOTHIN pas.

— Ho 310 Benp Beero s JiereHpl. Mbl Bpozie yke TOBOPHITH 00 3TOM, — HEJJOBOJILHO MTPOTO-
Bopwia feBymika. OHa He OblTa IPOTUB MOOONITATH C OPATOM, XOTh B OCHOBHOM T'OBOPWJI TOJILKO OH,
el MPOCTO He ObLIIO MOHATHO, KaK MOKHO TaK 4acTO TOBOPUTH 00 OIHOM U TOM Ke.

— Mucrep KanaucoH roBopur, 4to 3To BCE MpaBia, — 0T0ApaObaHUI MAJIbUMK HAa OJHOM JIbIXa-
HUH, CJIOBHO MPOYUTAI CKOPOTOBOPKY.

Muictepom KanucoHoM ObUT CTapyK, KUBIIAA Yepe3 YJIUILy OT UX Aoma. [ 0OBOpSIT, OH MepBhI,
KTO OTIPABJISUICS 3a TOPY M BepHYJIcst 00paTHO. CTapuK He OTIMYAIICS 0COOON pa3roBOPYUBOCTHIO,
1a ¥ OOJNTYHOB He xayioBasl. YK oH coBceMm oquH. Ho nHOrIa 3aBeca B €ro mpomuioe mpruOTKPhIBa-
J1ach, ¥ OH pacCKa3blBaJl CBOM MCTOPHH. Benan 0ObIYHO JIETSM, TIOTOMY YTO, MAJIO KTO U3 B3POCIIBIX
BOCITPUHSLT OBl ero Bcepbes. [lom ero copcem oOBetinasl. HekoTopeie 3 cocefiell MbITaauch MoMOYb
BOCCTAHOBHTH ero. Ho cTaprk oTKa3bBaJICs, OOBSICHUB 3TO TEM, UTO JOM EIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTa-
JIOCh OT €r0 MPOLUIOTO.

— 4 cuwmrato, TeOe HaIO MOMEHbIIIE BCTPEeYaThesi ¢ 3TUM MuctepoM KamaucoHom. U xBatut
CIpaluBaTh MEHs O TOM, YTO 3a TOpOM pa3 MsATh 3a JeHb. Jlydie Obl XOTh HEMHOTO MOMOT MHE.
Mo:xeT Tam BOOOIIe HUYero HeT, — BHICKA3aJ1ach CECTPa, BOZMOKHO HEMHOTO CTPOXKeE, YeM el caMoi
XOTeJIOCh.

— Ila otkyna Tebe 310 u3BectHO? Thl HUKOrIA TaM He Oblia! — OpPOCHII MaJIbuMK U MOOeKa
B JIOM, TUXOHBKO BCXJIMIbIBasi. EMy o4eHb XOTenoch, YTOObl U cecTpa MoBepuiia, MOTOMY 4TO, €Clv
HE BEPUT OHA, HUKTO HE TIOBEPUT.

— OcTtuH, Hy U3BUHHU MEHs, — MPOKpUYaJIa JIEBYIIKa, HO ObUIO yXke MO3JHO. Malb4MK C CHIION
XJIOTTHYJI IBEPBIO U CKpbUICA 3a Hell. OT Takoro yaapa BCs KOHCTPYKIMS JOMa APOTHy/a U el MoKa-
3JI0Ch, YTO OHA Celyac CJIOMAeTcs, Kak Cyxasi OCMHOBasl BeTKa. [IeByIlKa NomplTaiach MPOJOIKUT
CBOE 3aHSITHE, HO U3 3TOT0 HMYETO HE BBIIILIO: CTEKKU BBIXO/IMIIA HEPOBHBIMH, a TOJIOBA ObliIa 3a0UTa
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COBCEM JPYrMMHU MbICIsIMU. «Hy BOT 3auem OH Tak MocTymnaer?» — MbICJIEHHO 3aJjaBajlaCh BOIIPOCOM
cecTpa.

— OnsATe NOB310pUIN? — pa3zajcs rojloc rae-To Mo3aau AEeBYHIKU. DTOT roloc MpUHAAJIEeKa
TIOJIHOM JKEHILIMHE, KOTOopasi yKe JOBOJIBHO JaBHO 3HAJIA STUX PEOsIT.

— 3napasctByiite, ABryctuHa. [la, moxoxe s B OU€peAHON pa3 mneperHyna naaky. Huuero
HE MOTy ¢ cOOO¥ TojieNiaTh — CKa3aja JIeBYIIKa, EPeKIIOUYMB CBOE BHUIMAaHUE Ha MONHYIO Aamy. OHU
ObLIIM XOPOIIIMMU COCEISIMH, KOTOpPBIE BCeria noMmoranu apyr apyry. Ho Asrycrina Bcerga Obuia s
HUX BCEro JIMIIb JOOPOM IyIION, KOTOPOW MPOCTO Obl HE TIO3BOJIMJIA COBECTh He MoMOYb. K Tomy ke
y He€ ObUIO0 HecTaOmabHOE HacTpoeHue. CeromHsi, BEpOATHO, 3BE3/bI COLUINCH, U OHA BBIIJIsAEIA
OYEHb JIPYKEITI0OHON U T0Oe3HOW. Y ABryCTUHBI ObUIM CBOU JIETH, KaK W OOJIBINIMHCTBA KUTEJen
3TOM AEPEBYIIKH. DTO JeJ1aJI0 HAIIIUX [JIABHBIX FepoeB, Opara 1 cecTpy, HEMHOTO OMMHOKMMHU. Ho oHM
Aaxe He 3alyMBbIBAIUCh TPYCTUTh 00 3TOM, IOTOMY UYTO OBUTH JPYT y APYra, YTO CaMoe IJIAaBHOE.

— IxxenHa, HO Besib OCTHH TBOM Opar, U, 51 {yMaio, Bbl 00s3aHbI OBITH 320/THO, & HE CCOPUTHCS, —
MOCOBETOBAJIa ABTYCTHHA, UCKPEHHE KeJlasi, YTOOBI 9TH ABOE MEePeCcTaiil pyraTbCsi 3-3a MeJIouei.

— Koneuno, Bbl ipaBbl. Ho OH MHE y:xe Bce yIu IPOXKYk:Kajl PO 3Ty IOpy, — M0KAIOBAIACh
CeCTpa, OKMHYB YCTABLIMM B3IJISIIOM BO3BBIIIEHHOCTb.

— OH xe emE peOEHOK. A BeIb U ThI TOXe, — ABI'yCTUHA OCMOTpea [[)keHHY ¢ HOT [10 TOJIOBHI,
Kak Obl IOATBEP:K/1asl TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aHHOE.

— Mrue yxe 17, — HanomHwia [I)keHHa HEJJOBOJILHBIM TOJIOCOM, IIOTOMY YTO €il MPUXOAUIIOCH
aenath 310 yacto. OHa He JoOwMIa, Korjia e€ Ha3hlBaloT peOEHKOM. Bo BCAKOM ciiydyae OHa cuuTana,
YTO 3aCNTy)KMBaJIa OONBILETO YBaKEHUS.

— Emy xouetcst pa3BesiTbCsi 1 IOOBIBATH rie-HUOYIb KPOME 3TOM 3aTXJION AEPEBYIIKH.

— 41 nymana oHa BaM HPaBUTBCA.

— B ero Bo3pacre Tl cama pBajiach MONTHU Ty, — IPUIIOMHUJIA ABIYCTHHA.

U 310 6bUITO YKCTOM MpaBaoi. [IxkeHHa OblTa eme Toi Xyaurankor. OHa yacto moduia Booopa-
XKaTb, KaK KapaOKaeTcsi Ha IepeBO, KOTOPOE B THICSIUY pa3 00JIbIlie OOBIYHOTO U KaK COOPYKAeT IJIOT
U TiepenpasJisieTcs: Ha HEM uepes OypHyIo peky. E€ Bcerga uro-to manuio. U to, 4to ceifuac mpouc-
XOIUJIO ¢ e€ OpaToM OHa MPEeKpacHo mpeacTaBisuia. Ho motom, cunrast, 4To y He€ HEeT JOCTaTOUYHO
BpPEMEHH, 3arieplia TO KeJaHHe KaK MOXKHO ryoxke. M Tak MpoM30IIIO He TOJNBKO C Hell, a TIOUTH
CO BCceMH B3pocCiibIMU. OHU MOYEMY-TO PELIMIIM, YTO pa3 yKe JOCTUINIM ONpEIeIEHHOTO BO3pPacTa,
TO 00s13aHBI OCTABUTD JIETCTBO B MIPOIIUIOM M IyMaTh O JPYTUX «CEPhE3HBIX» Bemax. CTpaHHO 3T0. ..
Uro 1o X MHEHUE €CTh «B3pOCiOCTh»? Jla’ke HEMHOTO *kaJjb UX, BeAb CKOJIbKO BO3MOXKHOCTEW OHU
YITyCKAIOT TOJIbKO M3-3a TAKOTO HEJOPa3yMEHHUSI.

— Ho He nomnuia, motomy 4to y MeHsl ecTb oOsi3atesibeTBa. ECu BbI Tak Tyna MmophIBaeTech, TO
MoYeMy CaMH He OTIIPaBUTECh? — pe3Ko Opocuiia B oTBeT JkeHHa.

— 41 yxe He Mosozia. DX, Kak e IJaBHO 3TO ObLIO, — ABI'YCTHHA OCTAHOBHJIA CBOY B3IJISI]] HA CTa-
POM KJIEHE, HO OBLIO SICHO, UTO ceivac repes e€ ria3aMy pacCTHIaeTCs Mel3ax MpoIuioro.

— VI3BMHUTE KOHEUHO, HO COBETHI BHI 1a€Te Tak ceOe. f mekych o HEM U, KaK cTapiiasi CecTpa,
MIMEIO TTOJTHOE ITPABO 3allpETUTh EMY ITOKUIATh 3TY JAEPEBHIO. — 3asiBUJIa [’keHHa C BBICOKO MOIHATON
T'OJIOBOIA.

— Hy uto %, nocrynait kak 3Haenb. Ho He qymaio, 4TO 3TO €ro OCTaHOBUT, — B IIPOTUBOBEC
JI’keHHe OTBETUJIa laMa 1 HallpaBUJIaCh K CBOEMY JJOMY, OCTaBUB JIEBYILIKY HA€AUHE CO CBOUMH MBIC-
JISIMU.

Ha ynuie Beuepesno. YTpoM 1 BedyepoM B JIepeBYIIKE HACTYNAla THUIIMHA U OJIaKeHHOE CIO-
KorctBue. Kax/plii KaMeHb, JIMCTOK JiepeBa — BCE COXPaHSI0 YMUPOTBOPEHHUE Ha HECKOJIbKO YacoB.
NmenHo sto Bpems xxeHHa o6oxkana Gonbie Bcero. OHa caguiach Ha KPbUTbIO M HAYMHAIA YATATh.
B kHurax ona Haxommia mjisi cedsi camble pasHble MPUKIIOYEHHS, KOTOPbIe TOJBKO MOXHO OBLIO
cede BooOpa3uTh. TaM ObLIM BOJIIIEOHBIE CYIIECTBA, ONTBH M, KOHEYHO, B KaX/JI0W M3 UCTOPUH ObUIa
HIeNoTKa Maruu. ['oBopst BceM CBOMM 3HAKOMBIM O TOM, YTO OHA XOYET MPOKUTh BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb
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31eCh, OHA Bpajia He TOJIbKO UM, HO M caMoil ceOe. ABrycTHHA Obljla Kak Bcerya npasa, [keHHa Bceraa
XOTeJa BRIOpaThCsl OTCIONA.

Topbl Kynanvch B MOCIEAHUX JIydax 3aXOASIIero conHia. JIeTHuii Beuep, OJHO U3 CaMbIX MpHU-
SITHBIX COCTOSIHAY MPUPOMBL. B 3TO Bpemsi HU XOJIOMHO M HU KapKO, COJHIIE yXe He CJICMUT IJiasa,
HO €I11€ HE TOPOITUTHCS YCTYIIUTh CBOE MECTO XOJIOHOM JTyHe. JIUIIb n3pesika JyeT NPUSsITHBIN, JIETKUIA
BeTepok. [ITuIl He BUHO U He CIIBIIIHO. ByTO BCE KMBOE 00OPATHIIO CBOM CITyX K TIECHSIM KY3HEUHKOB.

He60 u o6naka okpacuinch B SPKO PBUKUE IBET, HO Bhasieke [[)keHHa 3aMeTusia OOJIbIIyIo
Ty4y, KOTOpasi peBelana CeronHs cuibHylo rpo3y. Ilocie ccopsl ¢ Oparom [[)keHHa HUKAK HE MOTJIa
3aCTaBUTH CeOs1 YCIIOKOMTCS U MOYUTaTh. CIUIIKOM Yk Aoiro OCTHH He BO3BpAIIAJICS U3 CBOEH KOM-
HaThl, YTOOBI MoMUPUTHCS. Ho Tak Kak uepra yrnopcTBa Oblla IpUCYIia UM 0O0MM, TO CECTpa HUKAK
HE XOTeJIa UTU 1 NTPU3HABATh CBOIO BUHY TIEPBOM.

JI’keHHa OKMHYJIA B3IJISIIOM MX C OpaTOM MaJICHbKUI TBOPHK. «DTO MECTO, KaK U BCeT/a, 3aMe-
YarteJbHO» — MPOHEcaach MbIciab. Ho uto-TO onpenenéHHo Obuto He Tak. «Kak u Bcerga...» — BOT
YTO €€ TPEBOXKIIO. [[)keHHa BCIIOMHMIIA BYEPAIITHUH IeHb, KOTOPbIN HE 0CO00 TO OTIMYAJICS OT CETro-
nsiHero. Y nozaBuepaiiiHuii. 9Ta MbICbh Hayasla BCE CHJIbHEE U CHJIbHEE MPOHUKATh B €€ COo3Ha-
HUE U TyraTh eme oombine. [keHHa Kax/Ipli JIeHb yOrpasa JIoM, ioMorajia opaty ¢ yu€ooil, nHoraa
paboTaia B caxy ¥ Oropojie ¥ Be4epoM Caauiiach Ha 3TO caMoe KPeco U unTajia KHUry. «Heyxenu
Tak Oyner Bcerma? Takoro Beib HE MOXET OBITh?» — OrPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO BOITPOCOB 3arIOJIOHUIIN
e€ rooBy. Ho oviH 13 HUX 3aTMeBaJl BCe OCTalIbHBIE: «MOkeT ObITh U BITPABIY CTOUT OTIIPABUTHCS
3a ropy ¥ MCIpoOoBaTh MpUKJIIOYeHUs Ha BKyc? Ho Beab 3TO miymno, MoO# JIoM 3/ech, Bcerga Obul
u Oyznet. HaepHoe...» — [Topa3mbiuisg emi€ HeKkoTopoe BpeMs, [keHHa BcTajla M peluTebHbIM
I1aroM HalpaBUJIaCh JOMOUM cOOMpaTh BEIIM ISl UX AOJTOTO MyTEIeCTBUSI.

MHOTrMM 3TO MOKET MOKa3aThCsl CIIUIITIKOM CIIOHTAHHO, CJIMIIIKOM OBICTPO, HO [[)keHHa HUKOTIa
He JIoOWIa Pa3MBIIUIATh HAaJl KAKUM-TO BOIPOCOM CJIMIIIKOM JIONTO, UHA4Ye TO MOIJIO MepepacTH
B MpoOJieMy, Kotopas OyleT My4YHTh e€ Ha MPOTSHKEHUN HECKOJIbKUX THer. OHa He 3Hajia, 4yTo BCE-
TaKH MOJATOJIKHYJIO €€ COITIAaCUThCS, TIOUeMY OHa cieslajia 9TO TaK CHOHTAHHO, KaK HUKOT/A JJO 3TOTO
He nesasna. Ho oHa TBEpo 3Haa onHO: «B riryouHe ayim oHa 3Toro oyeHb xotesna» Ho 31o He 3HaumT,
YTO OHA OTMPABUTHCS cerofHs, [I’KeHHa MpocTo XoTesna ObITh TOTOBOW. [OTOBOWM K HOBOW JKHM3HH.
«MosxeT OBITB YK€ B CIIYIOIIEM ro/ly Mbl CMOXeM Ky/1a-HUOY/Ib CXOIUTh» — pernia [ )keHHa 1 910 e€
HEMHOT0 ycTrokous10. Ho 3T0 4yBCTBO BMHT MCIIAPUIIOCH, KOTJa OHA TOHsUIA, YTO Yy OCTHUHA MOSIBUTCS
HOBas1 OECKOHEYHAs1 TeMa Uit OOCYKICHUSI.

JIkeHHa BoIUIa B IPUXOKYIO UX JIoMa. 3[IeCh XpaHWIUCh BCe UX (paMuIIbHBIE TIEHHOCTH. Bes
WCTOpUSL: CTapble aIbOOMBI C PUCYHKaMH, THEBHUKH C 3aIUCSAMH U Jlake UrpajbHble Kapthl. [lep-
BBIM YTO pelInia B3Th ¢ coO00H [I)keHHa CTany KHUTH, 0OOUTHCH O€3 KOTOPhIX HUKAK Helb3sl, Beb
JIkeHHa KUBET UMH KaXblid IeHb. Takke AJIs1 TAKOTO MyTH UM OIpPEAeIEHHO MOHAJOOUTCS pas3iny-
Horo Buja oaexaa. OHa permia B34Th U CBOH JIMYHBIA JHEBHUK, B KOTOPOM OHa JTIOOWIIA U3TMBAThH
CBOM MbIC/H. [I)KeHHa Oriisifena MHOKECTBO Belllel, KOTOpBIX OecromanHo notpenaino Bpems. OHa
C CHJION 3acTaBuiia cedst OCTaBUTD X JIeKaTh HA CBOMX MeCTax U He OpaTh ¢ cOOOM, MOTOMY KakK 3TO
npocto 6eccMbicienHo. Ho oHa 3Hana, 4to el OyaeT NelCTBUTENBHO TSKEIO pacCTaBaThCsl C HUMM,
naxe Ha BpeMsi. Eif oueHp HpaBumiicst 3ToT oM. OHa Moryia Obl OMUCaTh KakIyIo ero Imesb, yKa3aTh
BCE CKpUITyure TMOJOBUIILL. Y [[)KeHHBI Obl1a MpUnaceHa UCTOpUs IS KQXI0W KOMHATHI OTAENBHO.
[Nouemy o1 MHOT/IA TOBOPSIT, YTO BEIIH, STO MMPOCTO BEIIIM M HET HUKAKOTO CMBICIIA PACCTPANBATHCS
n3-3a ux norepu? s [IKeHHBI 3TOT TOM ObLT €€ KU3HBIO.

3a Bcemu 3TUMH cOopamu [)keHHa Jake He 3aMeTWIa, YTO TOrofa COBCEM HCIOPTHIIACH
1 norién noxab. OH B TIOceHee BpeMst UIET MOUYTH KaK/AbIH AeHb. 3BYK JI0K /s BCEI/Ia YCIIOKaUBa
e€. OH OyATO CTHpaJT U3 MAMSATH BCE TUIOXKME MBICITU. BHe3aIHo K Hell MPUIIIO OCO3HAHUE TOTO, UTO
OHa yXe OYeHb JIaBHO He Bujeaa OcThHa.

— OctuH, THI rIe? — TPOM3HECIA CeCTpa 1 BIIPYT 3aMeTHIIa, UTO JIOMa CTOUT IpoOOBast TUIIIMHA,
a Tak OBIBAJIO OYECHDb PEIKO.
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— OctuH, y MeHs a7 TeOst xopomasi HOBOoCTh. OcTiH? — BOCKJIMKHYNA [[)KeHHa, HO BHOBb
He ycnblmana otBeta. OHa nodexana B KOMHATY CBOEro Opara M yBHJEJa, YTO OHA COBEPIICHHO
MycTa ¥ He JOCTa€T HECKOJbKUX WIPYIIEK, C KOTOPHIMU OH BCEria MPOBOAUT CBOOOIHOE BpeMs.
A 4epe3 MraoBeHue JI)xeHHa Tak:Ke MOHsIa, YTO HE XBaTaeT PIOK3aKa, KOTOPBIA OHAa cama OHAK/Ibl
eMy CIIIUJIa, U HEeKOTOpou ofiekIbl. M1 OKHO... OTKpPHITOE OKHO.

Mpiciu nepemernanuck. Cectpa ObljTa MOJTHOCTBIO pacTepsiHa, TOTOMY UTO HUKOT/IA ellE TAKOTO
He npoucxoauio. JlkeHHa BHIOEKasa Ha YMILy, Jake He HAKMHYB TUIAI U He HA/IEB Ha HOTHY CarlorTH.
[En cunbHBIN 10Xk 1b, M3-32 KOTOPOT'O BCSI OI€3KAa B MUT ITPOMOKJIa HACKBO3b. BOckie HOrM IpoBasu-
BaJIVCh B XOJIOAHYIO I'psi3b. Ho JI’keHHa coBepIlieHHO He oOpariiaia Ha TO BHUMaHUs. EquHCTBeHHOM
e€ Hagexk10M ObUIO TO, yTO OCTHH perl e€ pa3birpaTh U YKPbUICS Yy COCEIKH.

— AprycrtuHa! ABryctuHa, oTKpouTe ABepb! — [I)keHHa 3acTyyana B JBepb, KaK CyMaclle/Ias,
MIOTOMY YTO €M CTaJIO CTPAIIHO. Takoro oHa eme HUKOrja He YyBCTBOBAJIA.

— Mxenna? Yro-to ciayumnoch? Thl BCSl MPOMOKJIA, HA YJIMIIE TaKOM JIMBEHb, CKOPEN 3aX0Iu
B JIOM, — OTBETWJI JaMa, BBIIJISIHYBILAsI U3 OKHA KYXHH.

— OcruH y Bac? — Belnanuia JlxeHHa.

— Her, a BbI Tak OBICTPO BEpHYJIUCH?

— OTKyaa BepHYJIMCh? — BOMPOCOM Ha BOIpPOC OTBeTU A [I)KeHHa.

— OcTHH IEN C PIOK3aKOM B CTOPOHY TOpPBI. S BBIIILIA ¥ CIIPOCHUIIA €r0 O TOM, Ky/Jla OH COOpaJcs.
OH OoTBEeTWJI, YTO Bbl C HUM PEIIMIN MOWTH B IyTELIECTBUE M YTO Thl yXke IOIUIa BIEPE] pa3Be-
1aTh, KAKOW JOPOTOH JIyullie UITH, — 00bsSCHUIA ABI'YCTUHA U MOMEHTAJILHO OCO3HAJIA, KaK e IITyTIO
MOCTyIWJIA.

— U B ero ornyctuim?! Bbl paBaa 3ToMy noBepuwin? — MOYTH B OEIIEHCTBE BCKPUKHYIA
cecTpa, KOTopasi COBEPILIEHHO HE MOIJIa KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOU SMOLIMH.

— 51 Benp oymasia, 4TO OH FOBOPMT Mpasay. PaHblle oH MHe HUKorAa He Bpai. [a Kak ke oH
BooOIIe Mor yirT? Thl Belb BCE 3TO BpeMs Obl1a AoMa.

— Iloxoxe ynu3Hya yepe3 OKHO B cBoell koMmHaTe. Ha ynune smBeHb, a OH NOMIEN KyAa-To
onuH. .. §1 moimy 3a HUM. — ObICTPO peria JkeHHa.

— S Tak BuHOBaTa. beiHbIN MaJIbUUK, TJI€ Ke OH ceiuac. A s-To, cTapasi KJIyliia, HI4ero He cjie-
Jaja, — Havyajla MPUYUTaTh COCEIKA, YTO TOJBKO eI OObIIe pa3apakaso cecTpy.

— CBOUMM HBITHEM B HE TIOMOXeETe, — rpy0o oTBeTU A [ KeHHa.

— 4 noiiny ¢ ToOOM, — 3asBUIa ABryCTHHA, XOTsI MO-HACTOSIIEMY CKa3asia 3TO BCEro JIUIIb
U3 BEXKJIMBOCTH.

— Her, Bbl 1o/mxHBI OCTaThCs 3/1€CH, HA CIIyYail, €CJIM OH PELLUT BEPHYThCS, — C ITUMU CIIOBAMU
JxeHHa OBICTPO 3a0esKaia JOMOMH, CIIOKMIIA BCE TPUTOTOBJICHHBIE €10 BEIIY B PIOK3aK 1 HA MTHOBEHHUE
OCTaHOBWJIACH TIepesl ABepblo. «BoT He cuaenock ke Tede [keHHa COKOMHO. 3aX0Tesioch MPHUKIIIO-
yenuii? Hy 4dro %k, Tl X momyumiaa. M kak oHO?» — MpoM3Heca BCIyX cecTpa, oOpaiasch K caMou
cebe. OHa HMKaK He MOIJIa CAeNaTh HIar 3a mopor jomMa. /)xeHHa oOepHyach, OIISIIEB I0OM, KOTO-
pBIii Bceraa Ka3ajcs eid TAKUM CIIOKOWHBIM M MUPHBIM. «TO CJIUIITIKOM OMAcHO, CITUIIIKOM OBICTPO,
CJIMIIIKOM. .. ISl TAKOM Kak s1» — rpoHeciyioch y xennsl. OHa caenana rimyookuii Baox. «OauH, 1Ba,
TPH, YEThIpe, MATh» — JOCYUTAB, OHA BBIIOXHYJA, MOJHSJIA TOJIOBY MOBBIIIE U BhIOEXasla OOPaTHO
Ha YJIMILLY.
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I'nasa 2. IIpuk/ioueHrs1 HAUMHAKTCA

JeHHa Obli1a BCsl MOKpast el€ OT MPOLUION cBOel BblIa3ku. OHa ObICTPO HalpaBHJIach B CTO-
POHY MOJIHOXbs1. XOTb CKJIOH T'OpbI ObLJT IOCTATOUHO KPYThIM, [[)keHHa 3Hal1a, 4TO B300paThCs Ha 3Ty
ropy B JIOOOH JIpyroii ieHb ObUIO OBl He Tak clokHO. Ho mpobiemMy cocTaBiisiio TO, UTO MO TAKUM
TOKIEM BCsI 3eMJIsl OblIa yKacHO CKOJIB3KOM. Jla ¥ caMa OHa, 1MoKa J00Mpasach 0 rOpbl HECKOIBKO
pa3 uyTh He ynaua. MHOrue KuTey BhINIAIbIBAIM U3 IOMOB U ClIpalMBaiu: «[)keHHa, Kyaa Tbl?».
Ho BpemeHu Ha pa3roBopsl He ObL10. Bc€ BOKPYT /151 HEE B TOT MOMEHT CTaJIO TPOCTO O€3pa3INuHbIM.
Ceituac ObUIO OYEHb BaXXHO J100paThCs O MECTa, NIOKA He CTaJo CIUIIKOM MO3AHO. ['po3a Havama
NIOCTENEHHO ycuimBaThes. HarpsikeHre Bo BcéM Teste [IKeHHbI HapacTaso ¢ ABOMHOM cuiioil. OHa
nodeskaia Jo NOTHOXKbs, HO OcTHA HUT/E He ObUTo BUAHO. OHA MOHSIA, YTO Tenepb eJMHCTBEHHbIN
criocod HaiiTh 6para — 3710 J1e3Th BBepX. Tak oHa U czienasa. 3eMiist HOCTOSTHHO CKOJB3WIIa Y He€ o[
Horamu. [ToqarMmasics Beie, [l)keHHa XBaTaach 3a CTBOJIBI IEPEBbEB, YTOOBI XOTh KAK-TO yIepPKaThCs
Ha Horax. Ceiiyac OHa O4YeHb IoXasiesa O TOM, YTO He B3sula MepYaTKH, HO, KOT/ia OHa cOOMpanach, ei
OBLIO COBCEM He JI0 HuX. BeTBu nepeBbeB Iapanaiy el JaJoH!, U cefiuac OHM ObLIM OBl KaK HEJIb3sI
kcratd. Ho pa3 mepyaTtok HeT, TO HyKHO ObUIO HAWTH JApyroi crnocoO. [[)keHHa pacTsHyla pyKkaBa
CBOE HAKMIKH M MaJIeHbKUM KapMaHHbIM HOKOM, KOTOPbII OHA yMYApHJIach He 3a0bITh, TPOJeaia
OTBEPCTHUs 151 OOJIBIINX MasbleB. TkaHb KOHEUHO HE OTIIMYAIIach 0COO0H MPOYHOCTHIO, HO 3TO OBLIO
Jydie, 4yeM Huvero. [xeHHa 3a0upasiack BCE Bbllle U Bbile. [JoXk/Ib CBOUM IIIyMOM IOIJIONIAJ BCE
OKpY’Kalolllie 3ByKU. Bpyr Bc€ HeO0 OCBETUIIOCH SIPKOW BCIBILIKOM U Yepe3 KOPOTKUI TPOMEXKYTOK
MOCJIBIILIAJICS CHJIBHBIN I'POXOT.

— OctuH! — BHIKpPUKHYJIA CECTpa B HaJIek/e, YTo Opar BCcE ke e€ ycaplmuT. CHilbl HauMHAIN
MIOHEMHOT'Y TIOKU/IATh €. «5I He Mory caTbes. 51 He BepHYCh, IOKa He Hailly ero» — TBEpAO pelmia
1151 ce0s JIkeHHa ¥ cOOpaBILIKCh C CUJIAMM ClieJiajla HOBBI PbIBOK BBEPX.

&Kk

— Ixenna! — no3Bast OctuH cBoto cectpy. OH cuien B Kpecie, KoTopoe ObUIO OOIIUTO TKa-
HBIO U3 MHOKECTBA PA3JIMYHbIX 1O (hOpMe U IBETY JIOCKYTKOB. M HeT, 3T0 He ocoboe Tu3aiiHepcKoe
pelueHre ux Aoma, npocto OCTUHY CTaJIO KAJIKO CTApYIO OJEkKAY U OCTaTKU TKaHU, U JIKEHHE Ipu-
IIJTOCh IPUIYMaTh IS HUX HOBOE ITpUMeHeHre. Bech 1x 10M ObLT HACTOSIIMM HaOOPOM Pas3InIHBIX
(anTacTMUecKux unen opara.

— Hy 4t0? — HegoBOsIbHO OTO3Basach [J)keHHA, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO-YTO OTOPBAJIA OT OYEHb HAITPSI-
KEHHOTO MOMEHTA KHHUTU.

— Ckonpko emg OyeT MATH 3TOT JA0KAb? — CO CKYYaloIIMM BHIIOM ITOMHTEpPECOBAJICS Opar,
KMBHYB Ha OKHO.

— Orkyna xe mHe 3Hath? Tyum Bpone pacxoparca. MoxeT ene yac, — Ipearookuia cecrTpa
U coOrpanach yxe OblJI0 BEpHYThCSI OOpPAaTHO B CBOIO KOMHATY, KaK €€ CHOBA OKJIMKHYIIH.

— JI>xenna!

—Yro emmge?

— Yro mue nenatb? — crpocust OCTUH € TaKMM CEPbE3HBIM JIMLIOM, OYATO pelajcs BOIpOC
’KU3HU U cMepTu. [I’keHHa BIOXHYJIA MONTy0Ke U OCTapalach COX PaHUTh OaJlaHC CIOKOMCTBU S, KOTO-
PbIi yke HayaJl pa3pyllaThCs.

— 41 He 3Ha0. MOXHO 51 TPOCTO MOUAY M. ..

— IIpunyman! — BoctopkeHHO BOCKJIMKHYI OCTHH, He 0Opalliasi BHUMaHUs Ha CJI0BA CECTPbl, —
JlaBail ChIIPAaeM B yraJlaiky.

— 9710 emmeé 4YTo Takoe?
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— Hy 310, KOrIa ThI JOJIKHA OTragaTh KAaKOe-TO CJIOBO [0 MOUM JICUCTBHAM U JKeCTaM, — ITOCTa-
pajicst KpaTko U ObICTPO OOBSICHUTH OpaT. — §1 HaYMHAIO TIEPBBIM.

OcCTuH CrpBITHYN C Kpeclia M TIOYTH CHJION ycaauil B Hero cectpy. IIoTom OH OCTaHOBWJICS
B cepeIHe KOMHATBI, pACCTABUJI PYKHU B CTOPOHBI U ITPUHSIIICS CO BCEH CHJTBI Pa3MaxUBaTh IMH BBEPX
Y BHU3.

—Omm. [Ttuna? — 3aaymMuuBo npeanonoxuia JIkeHHa.

— Her, — 6par oTpunarensHO Mokavas rojIoBOu.

— Torma, MoxeT ObITh, JpaKoH?

— IIpaBwibHO, — Ha Takoi OoTBeT J’KeHHa Jake HEMHOTO YIUBWIACh, pACCUMTBIBasI, YT0 OCTHH
KaK BCerjga MpuayMaeT 4To-TO CJMIIKOM CJIOKHOe W 3amyTaHHoe. Ho ¢ apyroii cTopoHBl OH Bejib
HUKOT/IA He JIIOOWIT YCJIOKHSTh ce0e JKU3Hb, a 3TO ykKe BIOJIHE Ha HETO TIOXOKE.

— Urak. Mos ouepenp, — oObsiBuIa J[’keHHA U CKOMKaJia YTO-TO HEBHIUMOE B PyKax, IMOTOM
3aITyCTUJIa 9TO B BO3/IyX, YIEpXKUBasi B MPABOM pyKe yKa3aTeJbHBIM U OOJIBIIUM MMaJTbIIAMH.

— BymaxHbIil caMoE€THK ? — npeanonokus OCTHH.

— Ja. Ho kak 310 Ha3bIBaeTcs Mo-apyromy?

— 41 He 3Ha1, — pa304apOBAHHO OTBETUJI OH, Ja’ke HE MOMBITABIINCH HEMHOTO TIOPA3MbIC/IUTh.

— Hy Bot. CmoTpu emig, — JI)keHHa OMATh Havasia CKJIa/IbIBaTh YTO-TO HEBUJVMOE U BBICTABJISITh
Ha TOJI.

— Baza?

— U kak MBI OT OyMaXHOTO CaMOJIETHKA TEPEeIUTH K Baze?

— Hy a ut0 310? — McKpeHHe He ToHnMas cripocuyi OCTHH.

— Opuramu, — nosiciuna Jlxenna. — [Ipocto Benp?

— Her He nipocto. Thl oXoxke He yMeellb MoKa3biBaTh? Korma s m3o0paxkan apakoHa, Thl BCE
oTrajana, — 3arporectoBai Opar. OH oueHb He JIIOOWT IPOUTPHIBATh, BIPOUYeM, Kak U J)eHHa B ero
BO3pacte. Bripouem, u Terepb HUYEro 0co60 MoMeHsIOCh.

— A MOXeT Tbl He yMeelllb OTra/IbIBaTh? — MapyupoBajia cecTpa U 3aMeTwia, Kak Ha e€ ria3ax
uio OCTHHA HAYAJIO MOCTENIEHHO MEHSATh HACTPOSHUE HE B JIYUINylo CTOpoHyY. — JlagHo, magHo. A
3arajpiBasia OyMaKHBIN CaMOJIETHIK, a 3HAYUT ThI BCE BepHO oTrajgai. Tak coiner?

— OTMuHO, 3HAYUT y MeHs yKe J1Ba O6asia, a y Te0s1 HOJb.

— Tak Tak Tak, MOMOKIN MUHYTY. DTO C KAKOM CTaTH y TeOs ykKe... a XOTsA Kakas pa3HUIIA,
naBaii jajblie, — cornacuiachk [IxxenHa. Kak Obl CMIbHO OHa HEHaBHJEA IMPOUTPHIIIN, CCOPUTHCS
¢ OparoMm oHa He ymoowua Oosbire. Ha 3ToM 1 cTpoHUsIoch X XpYyIKOe paBHOBECHE.

— Huuero, MOXeT B CJIeIyIOIIUI pa3 BBIMTPACIlh, — MOIMBITAJICS TIOIOOIPUTE CeCTpy Opar.

— 41 B 9TOM Aaxxe He COMHEBAIOCh, — B3JJ0XHYJA J[)keHHa.

&k

— OctuH! — cHOBa BHIKpUKHYNA [[)KeHHa, HO OTBeTa BHOBb He mocienoBaso. Cun kapad-
KaTbCsl Jajiblile MOYTH He OcTayoch. I’KeHHA cejla Ha 3eMIII0, OOJIOKOTUBIIKUCH CIIMHON Ha KPOHY
OOHOro U3 ACPEBLEB U IbITASAACh BOCCTAHOBUTDL AbIXAHUEC. I[O)K)lb HavdaJl MMOCTEIICHHO YTUXATb. Moit-
HUM OOJIbIIIe HE CBEPKAJIH, JIMIIb U3pEeIKa pa3AaBaMCh OTHAIEHHBIE pacKaTel rpoma. «Hy rae xe
Octun?» — Bc€ BepTesoch B rojiose y [xennsl. Ho gonro gymats Haj STUM BOMPOCOM HE TTPUIILIOCH,
[IOTOMY YTO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]] OHa YCJIbIIIaa KPUK.

— Ixenna! JIxeHna! — paznasics uznaneka rojoc Opara. Cectpa gaxe nmogymaa, 9rto e rmoka-
3aJ10Ch, HO JIOXK/Ib YTUXAT U KPUK CTAHOBWICH OTu€TimBed. He pazaymbiBast O0Jbilie HU CEKYH/IbI,
OHAa MWIOM MYCTHJIaCh Ha 30B. HU OfIMH 3BYK B 3TOM MUpe He CTOWJI ceivac e€ BHUMaHUsA. Eii Obl1o
BaXXHO HaiTu Opara. [IkeHHa HauMHaIa TepAThCs. Lok ap BCE emé comBa e€, roioc 3Bydal co BCeX
MECT OJHOBpEMEHHO. UTO-TO BpoAe MaHWKM Havalao OXBaThiBaTh e€. OOBIYHO OHA BCerja Morja
HaWTH croco0O BBIATH M3 CJIOXHOHM CUTYaIlMU, HO ceiliyac 4YyBCTBOBajIa cebsi OeCIIOMOIIHOM. «Ycro-
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koiics! JIxeHHa, ycriokoiicsi!» — mporenTtana oHa cama cede. OHa CHOBa Havasia MbITaThCsl YCIIOKO-
UTBHCS C TIOMOIIBIO IBIXaHUSL: 3aepKKa Ha 5 CeKYH]I ¥ TIIyOOKHUH BBIJOX. DTO OOBIYHO TIOMOTAJIO i
YCTIOKOMThCS, Kora OcTuH 3a0bIBas Bee CylIecTBYIoIMe rpaHutibl. Ho ceifuac nake 910 HEe MOMO-
rajio, MoTOMY YTO MOCTOSTHHO CJIBIIIAJICS rojioc 6para. B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHa coOpaach ¢ MBICTSIMU
Y TIOMBITAJIACH TIOJTHOCTHIO C(POKYCUPOBATHCSI HA TOM, OTKY/a ke OHa CIBIIUT rosoc. «HyxHo uaru
HarpaBo», — Aoragagach oHa. He qmymast Gosbllie O TOM, YTO MOXKET CIIyYUThCSI, €CIIA OHA HE yCreeT
BOBpeMsl, [I’keHHa pUHYJIach B CTOPOHY, OTKY/Ia ycibliana roioc. M BoT HakoHel yBuesna ero. OCcTun
CTOsIJ1 y IepeBa, HO TMOYeMy-TO He ABUTascs ¢ Mecta. M Tosbko koraa [IkeHHa rnogdeskana Omke oHa
3aMeTuIIa, YTo Hora Opara 3acTpsijia B Kopsire.

— IIxenHa, 51 3acTpsi! — 3aBornmn OCTUH MPSIMO B yXO CECTpPe, OTYETro Ta YyTh HE OIVIOXJIA.

— Cama Buxky. Kak Te6s1 yropazauino? — JIkeHHa NOMBITaIach MPUAyMaTh Coco0, YTOOBI BhITA-
IUTH Opara, HO €€ CHOBA OTBJICKIIH.

— JIxenHa! — rpomko no3san OCTHH.

— Hy uro emg? — cectpa 3ameTiiia, Kak OpaT CMOTPUT KyAa-To HaBepX. OHa MOAHsIa TOJIOBY
Y 3aMETHUJIa, YTO MPSIMO HaJl HUIMU HAaXOIWJIach CTapasi BETKa, KOTOpast HECOMHEHHO cOOMpaiach BOT-
BOT ymnacTb. — [la 4to %k 310 Takoe!?

JIkeHHa peniia pyKaMu pacTsHYTh IIeNb, Ky/la yroauia Hora, HO U3 3TOr0 MaJio, YTO BBIIILIO.
Ona crapanach He MaHMKOBAaTh, HO 3TO ObLIO JOBOJBHO CIIOKHO, KOrma y TeOs Kaxaas CeKyHAa
Ha cuety. TyT OHa 3aMeTusIa, 4TO HEMOJAIEKY OT HEE€ HAXOOUThCA JUIMHHAA nayka. Torga [IxeHHe
MpUIILIa HOBas MJesl: OHA CXBaTHJIA MAJIKY M MOMBITA/IACh MCTIONMb30BaTh €€ KaK phlvar.

— Hy e, THM HOTy! — CKOMaHJOBasa cecTpa.

— He nonydvaercsi! — BeTka HaJy HUMH MOCTOSIHHO Tpelnana. Beuio sicHO, 4To ceivac oo
CUJIbHBIN TIOPBIB BeTpa criocodeH e€ cioMuth. [laHuka yxe ycrena BIuThesl KOorrsimu B OcTuHa. —
Jl>)xeHHa, HEe BBIXOIUT!

— 41 Buxy! Tombko He maHuKyW, cibimwib? Be€ HopmanbHO. laBail morpoOyeM emié pas.
Ha cuét «tpu» TsiHM HOry co Beer cuitbl. ['otoB? Pa3, aBa, Tpu! — nogysn cuibHblii Betep. Kak u npen-
T0J1arajaoch, BETKa cjioManach... B camplil mocinequuii MoMeHT OCTUH BbIpBaJl HOTY U3 3aTOYEHUS
u JI)keHHa TYT ke OTTaIlliJIa ero B CTOPOHY. MIM KaKMM-TO 4yJOM yIanoch cractiuck. Oda oHu Ternephb
JIeXaM Ha 3eMJIe U TIBITAINCh OTAbImaThesl. Kak Tonbko [IkeHHa yoenuiack, 4to Terepb UM HUYEro
He yrpoxkaer oHa oOHsTa OCTHMHA Tak Kperko, YTo OpaTy cTajo cierka He mo cede. Hukorma emmé
e€ camblil CTpAIHbIA KOIIMap He ObLT HACTONBKO OJIM30K K peasibHOoCcTH. HO uepe3 MrHoBeHue oHa
OyIITO BHOBb BCIIOMHIJIA BCE TOJIBKO YTO MIPOU3OILE/INIEe U MPHIILIA B OSIIEHCTBO.

— UYro ¢ Todoi Takoe? HaBpan ABryctuse, coexain u3 qomMa. 3Haellb, 3T0 SroucTudHo! Thl XOTh
3aIyMaJIcs O TOM, 4To co MHou Oynet? Hy, koHeuHo, 3aueM Tebe 39T0. Thl Mokelh ceOe IpeICTaBUTh,
4TO OBI ¢ TOOOI OBLTO, €CiTH OBI s TIPUIILIA BCEro Ha Tapy MUHYT Mo3ke?! — Harana Ha OCTHHA cecTpa,
KOTOPYIO Terepb ObLIO HE OCTAHOBUTb.

— JI’keHHa, IPOCTH, — CKPOMHO 0TBeTUT OCTHH, HO OHA He XOTesa OTBevaTh. Terneps e€ HanoI-
HSUTU U 37100, ¥ CTpax OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— Ilpoctn, — cHoBa noBTOpUa OCTHUH.

— JlagHo, mpomjatoo, — HeTOBOJIBHO OTBETWIIA [[)KeHHa.

— Mt cHOBa npy3bsa? [a? — u3mobnenHas ¢pasza Opara, KoTtopas, O ero MHEHHIO, MOIJIa
pelmTh BCe MPOOJIEMBI.

— Ma, — 310 «Ja» mpo3ByUasio Oojiee HepBHO, YeM OOBIUHO.

J’keHHa orisaenach BOKpYr. Takoro ey eme HUKoraa He 10BOANJIoCh nepexutsb. [locne Bcero
MPOM3OIIIEIIIEr0 OHA HUKAK He MOIJIA TOHATH, TOYeMY MHP BCE eIlé CTOUT Ha MecCTe.

— A 4ro Teniepb? Mbl IORIEM AOMOI? — BAPYT NOMIOOONBITCTBOBAT OCTHH.

— JloMotli MBI ye He cMoxkeM TorTH. CIIMIITKOM OMacHO. 3eMIsl CKOJIb3Kasi 1 MOXKHO KybapeM
MOKATUThCS BHU3, — 3a[yMYMBO OTBeTWIa JI)KeHHa M 3aMeTwia, Kak B Iazax Opara MpOCKOYMIa
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uckpa: «OH Bc€ ele xoueT Kakoe-To myterniecTBue? S yke HauMHAI0O COMHEBATbCS B TOM, YTO MBI
ponHbIe Opat u cecTpa»

— Jlymaio, HaM HYXHO JIe3Th HaBEPX, 3/16Ch OCTABATHCS TOXKE HE JYUIINA BAPUAHT.

— Sl mpoGoBas, y MeHs He MOTy4anock, — oTMeTHs1 OCTUH, B3IJISIHYB Ha CBOU KOJIEHKH, KOTOPbIE
BEPOSITHO ObLIM 0OOIPaHbI, M HA KOPATY, B KOTOPOW OH COBCEM HeJaBHO 3acTpsil. [IkKeHHa orisaena
Opara, Kak Obl OLICHMBAS WX MOJIOKEHHE.

— CHuMai PIOK3aK, 5 €ro MOHeCy, — 3aKJII0YMIIa CEeCTpa.

— 41 cam ero nonecy, — npoOyp4an OcTuH U elg CuilbHee BLIEMUICS B PIOK3akK, Oyaro keHHa
TOJIBKO YTO MPeJIOKUIIA CKEYD €ro.

— Tel onATh XO4elb copBaTbecsl BHU3?! — yke HEMHOI'O Ha B3BOJIE CITPOCHJIA CECTpA.

— 4 cam Mory noHecru.

— JlagHo, nenaii Kak 3Haelb. TOIbKO Mbl BCE paBHO MEPEIOKUM HECKOJIBKO TBOMX BElEH B MOM.
V 1e0s1 ¥ Tak OH yXke YyTh JIM He PBETCS, — YCTAJIO B3JOXHYB, pemia [[keHHa.

— Ho... — xoren 6bu10 3anpotecTtoBarh cHOBa OCTHH, HO YCTABIIMI U CTPOTHIA B3IJISI/L CECTPBI
3aCTaBUJI €T0 MepeyMarh.

— Be3 kaknx-ymbo «HO», TaBau.

OCTHH MOHST, YTO HUYETO yKe He M3MEHHUT U OTKPBUI CBOM PIOK3aK, B KOTOPOM JIEKaJIO MHO-
’KECTBO Belllel, OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPBIX OOBIYHO B TaKME MyTEIIECTBUS HE OepyT.

— T u3eBaeribes?! 3aueM Thl HAOPAIT CTONBKO UTPyIIeK ? — TeprieHre y [ KeHHbI, 0e3yCTIOBHO
ObLJI0, HO CefYac ero 0CTaBajIOCh MPOCTO KPYIHIIBI.

— Hy s 5xe Do/mKeH XOTh KaK-TO pa3BJIeKaThCs B IOPOre, — ICKPEHHE He MOHMUMAsi TAKOH peakIuu
cecTpsbl, 00bsscHII OCTHH.

— Ho nouemy ThI B35J1 HE OfIHY, a LIeJIbIid Ta00p?

— Ecim ObI 51 B3sT TOJBKO OfIHY, TO BCE OCTaJbHBIE Obl 0OMIEHCh. Y MeHSI BOOOIIE-TO HeT
TMOOUMYHMKOB, — 3TO ObLT apryMeHT, KOTOPBIH, 0 MHeHMI0 OCTHHA, TPOCTO HE MOT OBITh OTBEPrHYT.

— Boxe moi, aaHo, BCE SICHO. fl MOJIOKY UX B CBOM PIOK3aK, JagHo? — JkeHHa mocMoTpesia
HaBepX, Ky/la UM MPeICTOUT MoAHUMaThCsl. OHa MOHSIIA, YTO IPOCTO JIE3Th OYAET TOBOJIBHO OIMACHO. —
Tak, Tenepb ciyIail MeHsi BHUMATebHO. 1 0OBSIKY OIHMIM KOHIIOM CBOETO TPOCa TBOIO TAJIHIO.

— A mouemy MeHs1? — em€ He pa30OPABIIUCH C IJTAHOM, 3acriopyi OCTHH.

— Ce0s 51 OOBSIKY TOKe, HO JIpyrMM KOHIIOM. Termepb cMOTpH, 5 3aJie3y BOH /IO TOTO JepeBa,
a THI IOJDKEH CTOSATh Ha MecTe. Tebe sicHo?

— Ja.

— Ouenp xoporo, — JI)keHHa UCKpPEeHHe yIUBHIACh TOMY, YTO OH coracuics. — [ToTom T,
Aepkach 3a BEpEBKY Oyelb NOATATMBATHCS KO MHE, a ITOTOM $1 OISATh NoJie3y HaBepX. Tak Mbl CMO-
K€M JJOCTUTHYTb CAMOW BEPILIUHBI.

— A nouemy ThI 1oJ1€3€1b ?

He nonro xe [IxeHHa pagoBaiach.

—IMotomy uTO 51 Tak permia. § crapiie, a Thl ¥ TaK yKe JOCTATOYHO CErofiHst HaTBopuil. U e,
€CJIM TIOKaTUThCSI KAMEHb, UYTO OYEHb BEPOSITHO, TPOMKO KPHYH, SICHO?

—a

— Xoporno. Tonbko, moxanyicra, CToi Ha Mecte. S 1aM curHas, Koraa mogHuMarbes, — JkeHHa
cobpaach ObLIO JIe3Th, KaK BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO BCE ke B3sIa ¢ coOoM nepyatku. «Hy mouemy numeHHO
ceiiuac?» — MBICJICHHO oOpyraiia cedst cectpa u oOpatuiack kK Octuny. — U emg BOT, HaJieHb Tiep-
YaTKH, Ha YJIMIIE XOJIOMHO, y TeOsl pyKU 3aMep3HYT, M K TOMY e TaK Thl 3aHO3 HE TOCA/IUIIIb.

— A nouemy MHe nepyarku?

— IToBTOPSIIO B COTHII pa3: MOTOMY UTO $1 TaK CKa3ajia ¥ TepreHre MOE€ He BEUHO.

3emuist Oblia CKOJIB3KOM, PUXOIMIIOCH IepKaThcs 3a KOpHU. [)keHHa Bceraa moouia 10K 1b,
HO ceifuac oHa roToBa OblIa ero MpoKJIMHaTh. Bee pyku e€ Obutn B Tpsizu. M BOT HakOHeIl OHa J01ILIa
10 IepeBa, Ha KoTopoe ykaszaina OCTUHY U Mo3BaJia ero.
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— OcruH, naBail! — nocje 3THX CJIOB OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJA, Kak HaTAHYJach BepeBKa. OpHoOM
PYKOI OHa cTajia yIep:KUBaThCsl 3a BETKY, a APYrou 3a BepeBKy. — Tol rae Tam?!

— Ioutu nomeén! He kpuum! — mpou3HEC rojaoc OTKyAa-TO CHU3Y.

— 4 ceituac He Mory no-pyromy pasroBapuBath! — npokpuyaia B oreeT IxxeHHa. HakoHent
Octun podpascs 1o cecTpbl. OHa MOKa3aia eMy 3a KaKylo BETKY MOKHO JepiKaThCsl, a caMa IoJjessa
nanbiue. Tak OHM M MOTHUMATIKUCh. [Iponcxoanso 310 TOBOJIIBHO MEUIEHHO, HO IJIABHOE, YTO OHU
XOTh KaK-TO MPOJIBUTATUCH Bepéa. Y BOT HakoHel OpaT ¢ cecTpoi J0Opaich 0 BepHIMHBL. Tyun
HEMHOIO paccesuluch, U cTaslo nocemiee. Ilepen HUMU OTKPBLICS HEBEPOSITHBIN BUJ, OT KOTOPOTO
IIPOCTO JIyX 3aXBaTbiBaeT. YeMm Jasibliie HAXOOWJIMCh FOPbl, TEM CUJIbHEE CMEHSIICS UX 1BeT. VI3 TEMHO-
3eJIEHBIX OHU TMPEBPAIATKCH B TONYOYIO0 IBIMKY. DTO CO3[aBaJIO OINIyIICHUE HEKOW OECKpPaHOCTH.
Ha MruoBenue [l)xeHHa naxke 3a0blia, T7ie OHa HAXOOUTCs. Takoi nei3ax 3acTaBisil e€ 3ayMaThCs
O TOM, CKOJIbKO OHA ITPOKMJIa B 3TOM JEPEBYILKE U O TOM, YTO OHA HU pa3y Clojla He MOIHUMAaJIach,
4yT00BI 3TO yBUAETh. Ho motom [I)xeHHa obepHynach U yBuena OpaTta, KOTOPIA IEPBBIM ke JeI0OM
HavaJl POBEPKY: BCE JIM UTPYIIKH OCTAJIMCh B LIEJIOCTH M COXPAHHOCTH. «BOT moyeMy mbl HMKOIa
Clofia He MOIHUMAJIUCh» — oAyMaia [[)keHHa 1 TITyOOKO B3IOXHYJIA.

Tenepp, Korjaa agpeHanuH rnoyoaBuics, [J)keHHa CHOBa MOUYBCTBOBAJIA XOJO, KKy, yCTa-
7ocThb. Bes e€ Koxka MoK phUtack MypariKaMmu, 9To IPUAAJIO el OOJTbIle MOTUBAIIMK HAYaTh XOTh KaK-
TO JAEHCTBOBATh. JI)KeHHA OCMOTpeia MECTHOCTh BOKPYT. B iecsit marax ot He€ Obljla pOBHAS TUIO-
IajiKa, KoTopasi Obl WACATBHO MOAOIUIA, YTOOB! pa3OUTh Jarepb. [IKeHHa MpoYepTriIa HOroi MecTo
11t OyAyIIero Kocrpa.

— Tl MHE TOMOYB HE XOuelllb? — Ha BCAKUM ClTydall yTOYHWIIA CecTpa.

— He, s moka 3aHsT, — OTBETUJ OpaT, KOTOPHIA MPOAOIKAT YTO-TO MepedUpaTh B CBOEM PIOK-
3aKe.

— AcHo. Toraa He yxonu ¢ 3Toro mecta. MHe cerogHst XBaTuio MOMCKOB, — KAaK MOKHO CITOKOM-
Hee nonpocwuiia [xenHa, Ho OCTHH faxke He 0OpaTUI BHUMAHUS.

«Bymy mpocTo HagesaThCsl, UTO eMy XBaTUT yMa BO YTO-HUOY/Ib CHOBA He BismnaTbes. C MeHs
MPUKJIIOYEHUH TOYHO XBAaTHT» — MBICJIEHHO pemmia [[)keHHa W OTIpaBuiach B ITyOb JEpEBbEB,
B IMMOUCKax XBopocTa. Kak okazaioch, 3TO CTaNo JOBOJBHO TPYAHOW 3a7avyei, OTOMY 4YTO OOJIb-
IIMHCTBO BETOK MPOMOKHU. [[’KE€HHEe IMpHUIIIa MBICIb UCTIONb30BaTh it pokura oepectry. Cry-
CTs1 JOBOJIBHO JIOJITUI TIPOMEXYTOK BPEMEHH €l ylaioch HabpaTh HEOOXOOMMOE KOJMUECTBO CYyXUX
BETOK, YTOOBI XOTb KaK-TO pa3kedb KOCTEP, KaK BAPYT CO CTOPOHBI UX JIarepst pa3aasics KpukK.

— Ixenna! JIxenna! — 38an OctrH. OHa He pa3aymbiBas Opocuia BCE, YTO ycreaa coOparhb
Ha 3eMJTI0 U KMHYJack Ha ronoc. JJobexaB 10 Mecra, oHa yBuzena OCTHHA, KOTOPBIN CUAENT KaK HU
B 4éM He OBIBAJIO M KOMAJICS B CBOEM piok3ake. Ho 4To Toraa Morio mpon3onTu?

— Yro ciyuniiocs? — efie Jplia npovsHecina JxeHHa.

— ¢ moxosxe 3a0bLT CBOETO XOMSIKa, — BCTPEBOKEHHO OTBeTHJI OCTHH.

— YT0? — TONBKO U CMOIJIA BBIIABUTH U3 ceOs [I)KeHHa.

— Hy Tl Bepb 3Haeb.

— Tsl PO MATKYIO UTPYIIKY ?

— OH =e urpymka! Mbl ke Bpoae nepekjaapBaid ero Kk teode, Ho... Bor on! Haméncs! —
panoctHO BOCKIMKHYT OcTuH. Y JIKEHHBI CKaTUCh 3yObl, TYT YK€ HUKAKasl JbIXaTeIbHasi METOAUKA
HE CIIaceT.

— 310 Bc€? — cripocuia JlkeHHa.

— A xorjia Mbl yke KOCTEp pa3Benem?

— Jla 4... 310 Beap Thl... HeBaxHo! Beé HopmaibHo! Beé xopoio. Beé npekpacHo! §1 cHoBa
cobepy xBopocT. M He Ba)kHO, UTO Ha 3TO YHAET el yiiMa BpeMeHH, — Havajla yCIIOKauBaTh CecTpa
camy ce0s1 U CHOBa OTITPaBUJIaCh B TYIIY JEPEBLEB.

Yepes Hekotopoe Bpemsi [IkeHHa BepHYJIach ¢ Kyder xBopocta. OCTUH ke B 3TO BpeMsl BIJIS-
ApiBajicss B TOpU30HT. OH OXHUJAJ YBUIETh YTO-TO BOJMIIEOHOE, HO 3TO OBLIO MPOCTO HEBEPOSITHO.
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Mup okazacsi HACTOJIbKO OOJBIIINM, YTO OH AaXe He MOT MPECTaBUTh YTO-TO OOJiee IpaHMO3HOE.
Tenepb 3TO ObLIT HE COH, ¥ OH JI0 KOHIIA HE MOT TIOBEPHUTh, YTO 3TO ISCTBUTEIHHO TPOUCXOIUT C HUM.
Korma e Octun o0epHyJics, TO 3aMeTh, uTo J)keHHa pa3Besa KOCTED U JIOCTaET U3 CyMKHU YTO-TO
cbenoOHoe. UyTh Mo3ke OH 3aMEeTHII, YTO B apceHasle CECTPhI Takke OblIa U Mocy/a.

— Tl B3s11a ¢ COOO¥ TapesKu, YTOOBI MEHSI CIIacTh, — yIuBWiICsA OCTUH.

— 4 Hayana coOupaTh 3Ty CYMKY JIO TOTO, KakK Thl cOexals, — OObsICHUIA OHA U OpaT BAPYT
TIOHSLJT, YTO €ro cecTpa ObUla COrfiacHa OTIPABUTHLCS B myTeliecTBue. OH 3amModal, MmelTasich 00y-
Martb 3Ty MBICITb.

— Houblo onate MONIET noXab, — 3aMeTuIa JI)KeHHa, MpepBaB TUINMHY, KOTOpast Obl U Tak
MPOUTIIACH HE JIONTO.

— Ilouemy TbI Tak pemmia?

— Bon tam, cMotpu. Bunumib Tyay? 3y Aaio, 4TO HOUBIO OHA yke JOUIET 10 Hac.

— U gto Gynem nenath?

— Hy, nymato, ctaBuTh nasnarky, — orBeTia J)keHHa, TSKeJ0 B3I0OXHYB.

VX manatka HUKOr/1a He 3Haa, 4TO Takoe myTeriecTsre. OHa MepruoiMvecKy MOsBIISIIACh Y HUX
BO J1Bope win goma. O ToM, 4To Takoe naiatka OCTuH y3Ha u3 pacckazoB muctepa Kanaucona. On
1eJIble CYTKU M3BOIMI [IKEHHY O TOM, KaK eMy KU3HEHHO HEOOXOAMMO COOPYAUTh TaKyI0 KOHCTPYK-
0. Ha criemyionuii ieHb cecTpe MPUIIUIOCh UATH K CTAPUKY M OOBSICHATH €My, TIOUeMy eid BIPYT
MOHAJJOOMIIOCH CO3J]aBaTh MANATKY, XOTsI OHa HUKY/a He niepee3kaeT. [louTu [Boe CyTOK YIILIO Ha TO,
YTOOBI TOOMTHLCS MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY XOPOIIero pesyibrata. OCTUH Oerayl OT pajoCTH CyMACIICAIIHIA.
OH pemmt, yTo HEOOXOIUMO 3aHOYeBaTh B Hell Ha ynuie. Ho oqaomy OctuHy, pazymeercs, ObUIO
CTpaIHo U JI)xeHHe ToXe MPUIILIOCh IPUHATH B 3ToM y4yacTue. OHU OueHb JA0Toe BpeMsi He MOIJIU
3acHyTh. JI’KEeHHA MPUIYMBIBAJIA pa3Hble NCTOPUH O BOJIIEOHBIX CYIIECTBA. XOTh CECTpa 00 3TOM
Y He TOBOpUJIA, HO y Heé Toxke Obuta xoporuas (panTasusi. M TOIbKO Moj yTpo UX HaKpbUT coH. Takoe
coObiTre OCTUH MPo3Basl OeCCOHHOM HOUBI0. BCE OBI XOPOITI0, TOIBKO Teneph Opat 3acTaBiisit [keHHy
yCTpamBaTh €€ MOYTH KaXAbI MECSIII. A eCITU ke Ha YJHLe ObLIIO XOIOIHO, TO MajaTKa MepeHOCHIIaCh
B oM. JII0I1 KOHEYHO UCKPEHHE YIUBIISIIMCH TporcxonsieMy, Ho OcTuHy ObUIO BCE paBHO.

— Tol B3s11a manatky?

— A TbI BO MHe cOMHeBaJIcsI? 3a0/1HO Hay4dy TeOs e€ CTaBUTh, — 3a BCE 9TO BpeMsl OHa HU pa3y
HE paccKasbiBajia eMy 00 STOM.

— 3nech 1 noctaBuM, — pervia [kenna. Ha yaueienve, najatky OHU YCTaHOBIJIM CJIaKEHO
u 6e3 cniopos. — Tak, Tenepb Oynem 3abuBath KoJbs. Kpenko nepxwu, s1 Oyny 3abuBath. Korga ckaxy,
yOupail mabIpbl.

— Tak? — OcTHH NOIBITANICS B TOYHOCTU BBITIOHUTD BCIO TPOIUKTOBAHHYIO MHCTPYKITHIO.

— Jla, IMEHHO TakK, MOJIOZEII.

— A MOXHO MHe TonpoOoBaTh 3a0uBaTh? — [I’KeHHa cpa3y e Hanpsrack. [Ipuaep:xuBasi majib-
[[aMU KOJIBIIIEK OHA KMBKOM JlaJla COTJIache.

— Bangii. Tonbko, moxayicTa, ocTo... — To, yero JxeHHa 0osiiack CIydniock. MOJIOTOK yaa-
puII eil psiMo 1o nastbily. PagoBano xotst Osl T, uT0 OCTHH OWJT HE B TIOJIHYIO CHITTY.

— VI3BUHM, — TUXOHBKO TTPOOOPMOTAIT Opar.

— 41 xe mpocuna Tedst ObITh ocTopokHen! — JxeHHa 3ameTria, Kak OCTUH 3aMETHO 3aHepB-
Huvaa. OOBIYHO, KOT/IA YTO-TO MIOA0OHOE TIPOUCXOUT, OH yOeras B CBOIO KOMHATy. Tereph Oexarb
OBbLIIO HEKy/a.

— VzBunu. {1 Gonbire He Oymy Kpuvath. Ho T IOJKEH enaTh TO, UTO s Tebe CKakKy U Tak,
Kak s MOKaxy, JJagHO?

— MpI cHOBa J1py3bsi?

— Hpy3bs. [JaBail B manatky, yxe Beuep. Hamo Obl cCKOpO JIOKUThCS craTh. PaccraBisii cBou
UTPYIIKU KaK Xodelb, — [I’KeHHa Jieria Ha TIPpaByIo TIOJIOBUHY M MOTPY3HIach B CBOM COOCTBEHHbIC
MBICJIH: «H1 BO 4TO 51 BBsI3aach? A 4To ke Oyner 3aBTpa?».
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U Bcé xe eit O6bi10 cTpanmHo. OHa CTpaImMiach TOH HEM3BECTHOCTH, IOTOMY YTO OECIOKOM-
nach 3a ku3Hb OcTuHa. [I’KeHHaA Bcerja XoTesna JIMIIb OHOTO, YTOOB! e€ OpaT ObUT MO-HACTOSIIEMY
CUACT/IMBBIM U y Hero ObLIo aeTcTBO. Ho ceffuac oHa mMeutasa o Tom, 4ToObl OCTUH YCHYJ, TIOTOMY
YTO Yepe3 MATh MUHYT TUIIKHBI €€ CHOBA OKJIMKHYJI I'OJIOC.

— II:xeHHa, — mporenTan oOpar.

—Yro?

— VY MeHs He noiydaeTcs 3aCHYTh.

— 3aro y MeHs NIPEKPACHO MOoJIyyaeTcs. ITO He TaK YK U CJI0KHO, — COHHO HAlIOMHUJIA CECTpA.
BHOBB HacTynuia TUIIMHA, KOTOpast MPOIIUIIACh BCETO 3 MUHYTHI.

— JI’keHHa, Thl CIIUIIIL?

— Vike Her.

— CHapyXu MajaTK1 4TO-TO €CTh, — UCITyTaHHBIM TOJIOCOM TpoIIenTa Opar.

— Tel ipo uT0? — cipocuna [I)keHHa, NbITasCh MOHATh, UTO €0 TaK BCTPEBOXKMUIIO.

— 4 Buzes, Kak 4TO-TO CBETUJIOCH CHAPYKHU.

—YTO TYT MOXET CBETUThCS 7 — HEIOBEPUMBO OTBETUJIA CECTPA, PELLIMB, UTO OH €€ Pa3bIrPhIBAET.

— He 3naro.

— Moxer Tebe moKazanocs?

— Her, s Bunen! — oOmxeHHO BCKpUKHYIT OCTHH.

— Hy xopomo. MoxeT 3T0 Tak 3BE3[bI OTPAXAIOTCS, — MOMBITANACH PA3PSAAUTH OOCTAHOBKY
JI’keHHa, HO YTO-TO NOXOXkEE Ha CBETALIMICS OTOHEK MPOHECIOCh COBCEM PSIIOM C MaJIaTKOM.

— Bon onsith, — ykazan OcTuH, HO B 9TOT pa3 JIKeHHa yxke cama 3aMeTuJIa.

— Cuu 31ech, 51 IPOBEPIO, — IIPUKAa3aJla CECTpa M OCTOPOKHO BBIIILIA U3 MajaTKy. bpar permn
HE CTMOPUTH, MOTOMY Kak eMy OOJIbIIIEe XOTeJIOCh MOCKOpee y3HATh, UTO JKe ITO Takoe?

— Hy 4ro Tam? — HetepnienuBo cripocust OCTUH.

— Wnu clona, Tl JOKEH caM 3TO YBUIETh, — 3araflodHo oTBeTHIIa [l )keHHa.

OcrtuH BbILIEN, U TIEPE] €70 B30POM OTKPBUIOCh MHOKECTBO CBETALIMXCA cylecTB. M3naneka
MOJKET MOKa3aThCsl, YTO ITO 3BE3[bI, KOTOPBIE CITYCTMIINCHh Ha 3emumio. Ho nmpurnsaaesmmcs, OctuH
YBUJIEI, UTO TO 3BEPbKH, YEM-TO MOXOKHE HA JIACKY, TOJIBKO C O0JIee BHITSHYTHIM TEJIbLIEM, KOTOPOE
CBETHJIOCH TOTyObIM 11BeTOM. Ha rosioBe y Hux ObLIHM OCTpbIE YIIIKU U YCUKH Kak y 6abouek. KpbuibeB
y HUX He OBbUIO, HO OHU JIETaJIH, YTO OCOOEHHO yauBJIsi0. CylecTBa IBUTTUCH TUIABHO U IPAIMO3HO,
ocBelas Bc€ BOKPYT ceOsl.

— Yro ke 310 Takoe? — yIuBJIEHHO cripocuia [lxkeHHa.

— A mucrep Kasngucon MHe 1Tpo HUX pacckasbiBal. A Thl TOBOPHWIIA, YTO BCE 9TO HEIpaBla, —
cbsi3BT OCTUH, TIOTOMY UTO 3HAJ, Kak [)keHHa He moOuia MpU3HaBaTh, YTO OH TPaB.

— Hy u K10 € 3T0 Takue? — Crpocuiia cecTpa, MbITasich NEPEBECTU PAa3roOBOP B IPYTrOe Pycio.

— 41 He MoMHI0, KaK OHM Ha3bIBAIOTCS, HO MUcTep KanaucoH roBopuii, 4YT0 OHU MUTPUPYIOT
HOYBIO.

— U1 xyna xe? — npopomkana cipammBath [xxeHHa. OHa pelwia, 4To MyCcTh OH JIydlie Oyaer
YTO-TO PacCKa3blBaTh, YeM MPA3HOBATH CBOIO TIOOEY.

— MoxeT uiyT cede HOBBI oM ? — mpeaAnonokuit OCTuH.

— Bo3mokHO, — JI’keHHa BHITSIHYJIA PYKY U OJIMH U3 TaKUX CYILECTB MOAJIETEN MPSMO K Hel,
KOCHYJICSI CBOUM YEPHBIM HOCOM, B3MAaXHYJI XBOCTOM U TIOJIETEJT IajIblIIE. — [I0YEMY OHM COBCEM Hac
He 0osATbCs?

— MoxeT Mbl UM HpaBuUMCs?

— 51 xouy ux HapucoBaTh. Ceifuac mpuHecy cBoM OJIOKHOT, — 3asiBrJIa JIKeHHa U 3aMeTHJIa, Kak
OCTUH € IpyCThIO B3JJOXHYJI, — Y MEHS €CThb €LIE OJUH 3allacHON. XO0uelllb, OTaam?

— Ha! — C panoctbio BCKJIMKHYI OctuH. Tak OHU U ycenuch, pUCysl STUX 3arafjlOuHbIX CYILECTB.
Jlunnu []xeHHB! OBUTH TIJTABHBIC Y U3BUJIUCTHIE, B TO BpeMs Kak y OcTrHa Oosee MpsiMbie ¥ OCTpBIE.
ITH CylLlIEeCcTBA BHYIIAIN CIIOKOWCTBUE U YMUPOTBOPEHHE TIOCIIE TAKOTO CJIOKHOTO JTHSI.
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— A 3Haemb. Ha camom fenie s... — cecTpa nmoBepHyJach U yBujena, yTo OCTUH yKe Kpernko
CIaJi, TIOJIOKHB CBOIO TOJIOBY Ha €€ IJieuo, — 51 He MPOTUB, YTO Mbl C TOOOU TOILIH, — JIOTOBOPHIIA
oHa. [ToToM THXOHBKO pa30yausIa ero U COHHOTO OTBeJIa JI0 MaJlaTKH, IJe OHM 3acHyau. M TyT, Kak
U TIpeJicKa3biBavia J{’keHHa, CHOBA TOMIEN 10 /Ab. BpaT u cecTpa nmpoBesiv 1elblid Beuep BMeCTe, 4To
ObiBasio He yacto. Ho 310 ObUIO emé Tompko Hayasio. TompKko Havao. . .
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I'maBa 3. 3HaKOMCTBO

JlxeHHa cuaena B MajaTke M HAXOOWJIACh Te-TO IIIyOOKO B CBOMX MBICIAX. Eil mouemy-To
coBceM He crnajock. OCTUH KpyTUJICA MOA OAESJIOM M YTO-TO 6opMoTa. OH 4acTo roBOpUII BO CHE,
u JI)XeHHa MHOIZA 3TO KCIMOJb30BaJa, YTOOB! MOJIIYYMBaTh Hal Opatom. «SI He Oyay 31O ecTb, A
BOOOIIIE He Oy1y...» — npou3Héc OcTuH.

«OH faxe B CBOEM CHE MEHS JIOBOIUT,» — COHHO B310XHYyJa JIxeHHa. [JoXkIp JaBHO 3aKOH-
ywics. BOKpyr crosila OJIHEHINAs TUILWHA: NITULIBL HE NIeJH, BeTep He AyJl. «CIMIIKOM THXO...» —
IIPOHEC/IACh Y HEE MBIC/Ib, U TYT CIIpaBa OT MaJIaTKX YTO-TO 3alleBeIWIOch. [IKeHHa cpa3sy e MoBep-
HYJIaCh, HO HUYETO He yBUjena. Tenephb Takoe jxe ABUKEHUE MOCIBIIIANIOCh cieBa. [IKeHHa HauYMHaa
HEPBHUYATh, BEJb OHU HAXOIWINCh B HE3HAKOMOM MECTE, B CKOIUIEHUU CaMbIX Pa3HbIX CYLIECTB. JTO
MOIJIO OBITH YTO YTrojHO. Pa3manock ABMkeHMe y BBIXOfIA U3 MaJlaTKH. «MOXKeT, eCclii CUAIETh THXO,
TO 3TO YTO-TO NPOUAET Aanbie? A BAPYr oHo Hanaaer? Torna s oOs3aHa crenarh 3TO NEPBO,» —
JIkeHHa B3slJ1a CBOI MaJIeHbKMIA KApMaHHBIN HOX, €IMHCTBEHHOE OpYyKKe, KOTOpoe Y HuX Obl10. OHa
OYeHb OCTOPOXHO HayaJla JBUTAThCS K BBIXOY MX Manatku. «Bcé Xxopolo, MoxeT ObITh, 3TO BCETO
JIMIIb TBOE BOOOPaKEeHHE,» — MOIBITAIACh OHA ce0sl YCIIOKOUTS. [[)keHHa BIIOXHYJIa MOrTyoxke, epe-
cumiia cedst M pacKpbliia BXOJ B TIAJIaTKy, HO HIYETO He ObLI0. DTO € COBCEM He YCIIOKOHJIO, TIOTOMY
YTO OHA YTO-TO UyBCTBOBaJa, OyITO 3a Hell KTo-To HabmozpaeT. M BOT e€ miedya KOCHYJIach Ybsi-TO
pykKa..., u Jl)xeHHa pocHynachk, Best ipoka. OHa Jaxke He ycrena pa3ooparh, 4To mpou3onuio. «byaro
no-HacrosieMy. O4eHb CTpaHHBII COH,» — 3aKJII0YMIa OHA M 0OEpHYJIach IOCMOTPETh, KaK TaM Opart.
OcruH Bcé ewe cnail. JIkeHHa onisaesrach BOKPYT U MOHSAJIA, YTO yxke HacTynui pacceeT. OHa ocTo-
POXKHA BBIILIA U3 MAJIATKH, U, KOTZA JIyd COJHIA KOCHYJICA €€ Mua, [keHHa HaKOHel] CMOoIJIa CIIO-
KOWHO BBIIOXHYTh. OHa HUKOI/IA He JIIoOUIa TEMHOTY, a YTPEHHSs THILIMHA BCerjia e€ ycroKauBaa.
[Mocne noxnsi, Bech Jiec ObUI HAIIOJHEH OCOOBIM apOMaTOM JIMCTBBI, CIOBHO OOPEN HOBYIO KW3Hb.
JI’keHHa MoIoIIA K Kpalo, OTKY/a OTKPBIBAJICA TOT CaMbIi NTOTPSCAIOLIVN BUJ.

«/HTEpECHO, MOXKHO JIY K TAKOMY ITPUBBIKHYTb, WX, OHAX DI, JAKE CAMOE [IPEKPACHOE MECTO
MOXKET HagoecTb?» — paccyxkaana JIxeHHa. [lo3xe oHa mepesena CBOM B3IVIAA HA MX AEPEBYILKY,
TaKyl0 MaJIeHbKYI0, HO OUeHb YIOTHYIO. « MBI MOKEM BEPHYThCSI OOPAaTHO M CHOBA HA4YaTh XKUTh, KAK
HU B 4éM He ObiBaso. Tonbko... Kak MOKHO ocTaBaThCsl TaM, KOrJa Thl 3Ha€lllb, YTO COBCEM HeJla-
JIEKO TPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO HEBEPOSATHO, BOJIIEOHOE, TO, YTO THI MPOCTO HE BIPABE YMYCTUTH?» —
JlxeHHa cHOBa Tiryooko B3oxHYJ0. [locnenHee Bpems oHa crana JeaTh Tak JOBOJBbHO yacto. OHa
MOCTETIeHHO coOpaJia BeIIH, OIIsIeIach BOKPYT, YTOOB! TPUMEPHO MOHSTh, Ky/1a UM TeTepb CleLyeT
WJITH U1 3a1u1a 00paTHO B nanaTky. OCTUH 4TO-TO OOPMOTAJ, HO TeHeph 3TO ObLIO Ha SI3BIKE CECTpe
HE U3BECTHOM.

— Cons1, pochimnaiics. Yake nozaHo. Ham qaBHo nopa uaTu, — nomsItajiach OHa pa3oyauTsb Opara,
CTalllMB C HETO OJESIO.

— Ckonbko? — coHHO cripocwl OCTHH, eni€ Aaxe He OTKPBIB I71a3a.

— Bocems yTpa, — orBetmia JIxeHHa.

— 41 xe mpocu pa3dyauth B ceMb! — murom Bckourit OctuH. OH Beeraa o0 BCTaBaTh paHo,
YyTOOBI YCIIETh CHEJATh 3a A€Hb BCE, UTO 3ariaHupoBai. «CTpaHHO nosyvaercs. Mbl 4é€pT NOAMH r1e,
HE 3HAEM KyZla HaM WJITH, a OH BCE ellIe )KUBET 110 CIIMCKaM JIeJ1 U pacliopsAKy» — yauBuiach JIkeHHa.

— Hy u3BuHH, 5 TONBKO ceffuac cMoria Tedst pa3OynuTth. Tl oueHb Kperko crai. [lasaii, coou-
paiicsa. Ham HykHO uaTH, a TO 3a LIEJIBIN JEHb MBI TaK HUKYJa U HE IPUIEM, — [[)keHHa Hayaa rnocre-
MIEHHO pa30Mparh Majarky.

— A MBI Kyga-To pasBe cooupaemcsi? — permi yTouHUTh OCTrH, 00SICh YCIIBIIIATh OTBET, KOTO-
PbIi €T0 pa3ovapyer.

— 3ps Ml croza s1e3au uto Jin? [Ipoiinémess HeMHOTO JJaJibliie, TOCMOTPUM, YTO TaM MOXKET ObITh
MHTEpecHOro, — Opocuiia JIkeHHa, Jes1ast BUjl, 4To e CaMoi 3TO COBEPILEHHO Oe3pa3InyHO.
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— Tak THI BCE-TakM penmmia OTIPABUTLCS B MyTelIeCTBUE! — paJlocTHO BOCKJIMKHYT OCTUH
U TYT xke oOHsuT cecTpy. «HeuecTHblil Xom» — mogymaina J»keHHa, KOTOpash HE MOIJIa BBHITJISIIETh
CepbE3HOM, Korya Opar HauYMHaeT ceOst TAK BECTH.

— Tak, He yMHMYa, UM ellb, — CKOMaH/I0BaJla CeCTpa, BbIIaB TapeJKy Kalllu.

— A ABryctuHa BeJb He 3HAET, YTO Mbl yXOUM, — BAPYT BCHOMHUIT OCTHH.

— Hy mbI otnipaBum e 3anucky. Ecim oHa nmoiaer Hac uckarb, TO BEpOSITHEW BCEro MONaieT
ciona, — JI)keHHa peliiia, YTo MOKHO Haljapararh HaIich HOXXOM Ha OJIHOM M3 JiepeBbeB. Jlonernan
CBOE KPHBOE MOCIIAHUE, KOTOpOe OOJbINe CMaXHBaJIO Ha yTpo3y, OHA HaYaja OCMaTpUBAaTh BCE BEIIH,
KOTOpbIE OHM JOJIKHBI ObLIHM 3a0paTh ¢ COOOM.

— Hy uro, b1 Bc€ cobOpan? — yrounmia JxkeHHa.

— dymaro, na, — noarBepani OcTrH, 3a0packiBasi CBOU TSKEJICHHBIN PIOK3aK HA CITUHY.

— Torga uném.

Onu ornpaBuMCh Aajbine. Horu HelM emé nocie Bueparitei Bbula3ku. M3-3a Takoro JMBHS
TBEpIAs 3eMJIs TPEBPATHIIACH B TPSI3b, B KOTOPOU MOCTOSTHHO yTONaau HOrv. OHU pEeNIuiIu IepKaThCs
Kpasi jieca U He 3aXOOUTh BHYTPb, IOTOMY M3 TIYOUMHBI TOYTH HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO BHIOpAThCsl. MOK-
pble OT IOXK 51 JIMCThsI M TpaBa MepeIMBaIUCh B yTpeHHeM codHIle. [louTtu Bcio gopory Opar u cectpa
pasroBapMBaJIi, TOYHEE CKa3aTh FOBOPUII Opat, a cecTpa ciaymaia. [xxeHHa u OCTHH XWIH B Jiepe-
BYIIIKE, HATIOJIHEHHO! JIIOICKUMH TOJIOCAMH, HO ceiiuac HUKOTO psiioM He Obuto. [1y1st HuX 310 ObUIO
JOBOJIBHO HEOOBIYHOE OlIyIIieHue. Jlec, CIIOBHO JaBajl BO3MOKHOCTh OBITh CBOOOIHBIM, 3/1€Ch MOKHO
ObLIIO c/1eN1aTh BCE, UTO TBOEH JyIlle YTOIHO U He OOATHCS UbUX-TO KOCHIX B3MISIIOB. MneanpHoe MecTo,
IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI MTOHSTH KTO THI €CTh Ha caMoM Jienie. [xxeHHa 1 OCTHH TN I0CTaTOYHO J0JTO U BOT
HaKOHeI] MoTaJIi Ha MoJsHy. benyio momsHy.

— Cwmotpu! OnyBaHUMKH, — BOCKJIMKHYJ OpaT, yKa3blBasi JJAJOHbIO Ha OTKPBIBIIUICS Tiepe[
HUMHU TIeM3aK.

OcCTUH HUKOIZIa HE yKa3blBaeT Ha UYTO-TO WJIM KOTO-TO TMajblieM. DTO JOBOJBHO CTPAHHO,
noTomy 4to [[)xeHHa ero 3ToMy He yumia. 3aTo Opar B CBOIO OUepe/ib YACTEHBKO HAIOMUHAET CEeCTpe
O TOM, YTO MaJIblIEM MOKa3bIBaTh HEMPUJINIHO.

— Ha crapr, — nmporoBopwuna [I)xeHHa, c/iesiaB JIeBOM HOTOM I1ar Ha3aj Ml CKMHYB C TJIeY PIOK3aK.

— Iomoxu. 51 He roToB, — ObICTPO OTBeTHII OCTHH, TOTaAABIINCH K YeMy KJIOHUT CecTpa.

— BHuMaHue, — mpojokaia OTYUTHIBATH OHA, BHICTABUB IPABYIO OMOPHYIO HOTY UyTh BIIEPEN
Y OIICPUBILNCH HA HEE.

— Bexxum 1o Toro gepepa, — yrounwi OCTHH U, He oOpainasi BHUIMaHUS Ha TO, YTO CYET eIne
HE 3aKOHYMJICSI, METHYJICSI B YKa3aHHYIO CTOPOHY.

— Mapi, — noroBopmiia cectpa, Uisi caMod ceOsi M yCTpeMMIIach JOTOHSATh Oparta 1o 3Ton
HEOOJIBINON TOJISTHE OAYBAaHYHUKOB.

OnHu BuzieNM, Kak BCE BOKPYT HUX CTAIO OEJbIM, TOYHO TOILIEN CHET, HO TOJBKO HE CBEpXY,
a cHuzy. Byaro TymaH, ux nokpsuio 6enou 3aBecou, u3-3a koropou [keHHa 1 OCTHH Jaxe He MOTJIA
PasmIsAAeTb APYT Ipyra. A 1o3Xke OHU YBHIIEIH, YTO CEMEHA OlyBaHUMKOB HEMHOTO CTPAHHO BBITJIS-
aaT. JIKeHHa OCTAaHOBMIIACh, YTOOBI IIPHUCMOTPETHCS U YBU/IENA, YTO 9TO ObLIIM BOBCE HE OJyBaHUHKH,
a COBCeM MaJleHbKHe OeJbie 0a00UKU, KPbLThs KOTOPBIX UMET HeOOBIYHYIO OCTpyIo hopmy. Be€ HeO6o
3anonHmIoch UMH. [xeHHa u OCTHH TOBOJIBHO CHJIBHO BCTIOJIONIMIIH UX.

— Dro 6abouku, — MepBOM Mpom3Hecna BCiyX JIkeHHa, KOrga OHHM HaKOHel| J0O0eXaiu
10 JiepeBa.

— O6manku. Tak oHM Ha3bIBAIOTCA, — OTBETMII OCTHH, yKe MBITasCh MOMMATh OHY U3 HHX.

— 3to mucrep KanaucoH. ..

— Jla, 3TO OH MHE PO HUX paccKazall.

— He nymana panbine, 4to cKaxy 3710, HO Muctep Kayarcon Osl HaMm ceifuac He ToMeIat, —
JIkeHHa CIOKOMHBIM IIaroM OTIIPAaBUJIACh OOPATHO 32 PIOK3aKaMHU.
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— OH Bep yxe crapeHbKUi. Bpsa mu Ob1 oH 32 Hamu nomen. Tem Ooniee OH He ymeeT Oerath
TaK, KaK ThI.

— Tak TeGe HpaBUTLCS CO MHOU MyTelIecTBOBaTh? — 0OpagoBaiack Obuto IkeHHa.

— Hy na. KanaucoHn Beb He 3HaeT, 4yTo Takoe OecCOHHas HOYb WM yrajaaika. [Tpumuiocsk Obl
OYeHb JJOJITO OOBSCHSTD, UTO K YEMY.

— Hy na, Beckast mpuunHa, — pa304apoBaHHO OTBETHJIA CECTPA.

— Kak sxe onn xopomo mackupyiorcsi. Hageioch B crieyionmii pa3 Mbl 3aMETHM MX paHbIIIE,
YeM OHH Hac.

— A mouemy 3TH cyIiecTBa Tede He HpaBsaTcs? — nonHTepecoBasicss OCTUH.

— Hpasstcs, HO He qymalo, YTO OHM BCE TaKMe ke 0e300MIHbIe, KaK Te, KOTOPbIX MbI TIOKa
BCTpEUaIH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT re-To BaaieKe MOCIbIIIANCs CHIIbHBIN rpoXoT. M3-3a fepeBbeB TOTYAC BHIIOPX-
HyJIa Lienast crast YEpHbIX nTHil. [1o3ke mociplmacs MpoTsSKHBIA CTOH M BCE B OKPYTe MOTrpy3HIoCh
B MEPTBYIO TUILIVHY.

— Yt0 370 Takoe 6b1107 — cripocuyi OCTHUH, OCTOPOXKHO JieJiast IMiar BOepen.

— He 3nam. Croii Ha MecTe! $1 MOCMOTpIO, — HO TOBOPHUTDH YTO-TO MOAOOHOE OBbLJIO HAIPACHOM
TpaToil BpeMeHH, moToMy 4to OCTHH He YacTo ciymiai JKeHHY U 3TO ykKe IaBHO MOKHO OBLIO MOHSIThH
U3 ero MOCTYIIKOB.

Onu podupanuck BCE rryoxke U ryoxe, Beb 3ByK JOHOCUJIICS U3 Jieca. JlepeBbsi OKPYKUIN X
CO BCEX CTOPOH, He TI03BOJIsIsI COMHITY OJapUTh MX CBOUM cBeToM. HakoHer, OHM 3amMeTHIIn HeOOb-
1110€ JBIKEeHNe Baasieke. [IpurisaaeBimmck, OpaT ¢ cecTpoid yBUAEIU OOJIBIIOE CYIIECTBO C KPBUIbSIMH.
OHO He JABUTaIOCh, HO TIO TOMY KaK MOAHUMAJICSA W OIMYCKAJCs Y HErO XUBOT, ObLJIO MOHSTHO, 4TO
OHO €IlE IBIIIAIIO.

— QueHb MOX0X Ha... — Havaja Oblia JKeHHa.

— Ha kora, — Bemasnuia OCTHH.

— TonbKo GOBIIOTO ... C KPhUTbIMHU!

— Hayio emy nomousb, — He 3a[yMbIBasiCh, PeIIUTENbHO 3asiBUI OCTHH.

— ymarto, MBI TYT y’e He oMOXeM, — oTBeTuIa [I)keHHa, cXBaTuB Opara 3a pyKy, YTOObI TOT
He cOexal.

— INouemy xe?

— OH enie ApIIUT. XOTh 1 HUYETO U HE CMBICIIO B STUX CYIIECTBAX, HO TYT SIBHO TSIKENBIN
cllyJan.

— Th1 xouenb, YT0ObI OH yMep?! — UCTTyraHHO BOCKJIMKHY OCTHH.

— Her, uto 181! [IpOocTO MO¥MMU, UTO HE COCTOMT BCE TOJBKO U3 Xopoiiero. Co BceMu MHOrIa
MIPOUCXOMIAT TIJIOXUE BEIM U WHOTAA HYKHO YMETh 3TO MPOCTO MPHUHSTh, — TIONBITATIACh OOBSICHUTD
JIkeHHa, XOTsI PEeKPaCcCHO MOHMUMAaJIa, YTO 3TO OECCMBICTIEHHO.

— Ms1 emy nomoxem, — OcTuH 0Opatii Bech cBou B3MIsi Ha [xenny. E€ ato oObuHO Beeraa
HEMHOT0 Myraso. Eii Ka3anock, YT0 OH CBOMM B3IJISIJOM MOXKET IPOHUKHYTh BO BCE €€ MBICIIH, JIaXKe
B CaMble MOTaCHHBIE.

— OcruH, gaBaii moiaém nasneine. MoxeT OH BOOOINE OTJbIXaeT, a Mbl TOJIBKO €ro MOTPEBO-
KuM, — JI)keHHe OueHb X0TesIoCh YOeauTh OpaTa CIIOKOMHO MPOAO/IKUTH UX My TEeIeCTBUE, HO TIOXOXKE
3TO OBLIO MPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO. — JIagHO?

— JlagHo, — npon3HEéc OCTUH C MOHUKHYBLIEH I'OJIOBOI M HACTOJIBKO TPYCTHBIM BbIpakE€HUEM
JIUIIA, CJIOBHO OH YK€ TO/l HAXOAWJICA B ienpeccui. [I)keHHa HUKOT/Ia He JII0OUIa STOT MPHUEM.

— Xoporo, xoporo. Toraa Ham TpuAETCs pa3OuTh 31ech Jarepb. [IpuHecH mMoOobIe BETOK,
a s IOKa MOCTaBJIO MaJlaTKy, — craiack JIkeHHa, CKUHYB ¢ cedst piok3ak. OHa Havasa ycTaHAaBIMBATb
NajaTKy, paccUuThiBast Ha T0, 4YTo OCTHH HE MOMPOCUTCS CHOBA TIOMOYb €l 3a0MBaTh KObsi. Be€ 310
BpeMs JI’keHHa MMOCTOSHHO OIJISAIBAIACH Ha OOJIBIIIOTO KOTA C KPbUIbSIMHU.
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— On BoikuBeT? — cripocuii OCTUH, JOBOJBHO OBICTPO MPUHECIHIUI OXANKy BETOK U HEMHOTO
WCIIyTaBILIMNI CECTPY CBOMM HEOXHJAHHBIM TOSIBJICHUEM.

— HaBepnoe, — orBetnna JI:xeHHa, HO 3aMETUB JIMIIO OpaTa cpasy ke mornpasuia ceds. — Pasy-
Meetcs1. Bcé OyeT xoporio.

— Kak mymaeninb, kakoil oH OyJeT, eC/ii BCTaHET U B3MaxXHET KpbUTbsiMH? — OCTUH BCE HUKaK
HE MOT 3TOTO JI0 KOHIA [TPEJCTaBUTh.

— He 3naro.

— MoxeTt Hapucyenib?

— Tel nymaenis crout?

— Ilouemy Her? — OcTuH moOexan B MaJaTKy M Yepe3 HECKOIbKO CEKYHJ BHIOEKal U3 Hee
CO CBOMIM OJIOKHOTOM M THEBHUKOM JIKEHHBI.

— OctuH, 1 ceifyac He OYEHb XOUY...

— Ho mbI Beip BMecTe prucyeM.

— Ha, Ho ceiiyac apyroil ciaydail, u3BuHU. SI HemHoro ycrana. [lopucyii cerogns cam. Mue
HYKHO HEMHOTO MOyMaTh.

— Ho s xouy pucoBats ¢ T000#1! — CecTpe HUYEro He OCTAaBAIOCh, KaK B3SITh JIMCTOK Oymaru
Y HayaTb BBIBOOUTDH JIOBOJILHO KPUBOBATHIEC JIMHUM, TIOTOMY TBOPUThH JOBOJIBHO 3aTPYAHUTEJIBHO,
Korja Te0s 3acTaBJIsIOT 9TO JIeaTh.

JlxeHHe BCE eneé HpaBUJIach UAes MyTEIIECTBUS, HO BHE3AIHO Y HEE MOSBUIICS CTpaX, CTpax
3a OcTuHa, CTpax HEM3BECTHOCTH. «Bpsa 1 oH cam ynan. A BAPYr TO, YTO €ro BO3MOXXHO PaHUJIO
I71e-TO HemoaneéKy. MoXeT 3TO YTO-TO CJASANT 32 HUMH U3-32 ONMKAUIINX KYCTOB, 2 BAPYT OHO PAHUT
Ocrtuna?» — Bce 9TU MBICIM COMBAIIUCH B OIHY Ky4y Y HE 1aBaJIM €l JIOTUIECKH TyMath, a 310 [IKeHHe
COBCEM He HpaBwiiock. Ho oHa 3Hasa, 4To Hellb3s BbIJaBaTh CBOU SMOLMU U NPETUyBCTBUS U ITyTaTh
Ocrtuna. OHa MOHMMAJIA, YTO OH emé peOEHOK U Jajbllle AepPEeBYIIKH HUYEro He BUjel. M 4ToObI
J0Ka3aTh CBOeMy OpaTty, uTo BCE B mopsiake, [l keHHe BCE e MPUIILIOCh B3SITh CBOM OJIOKHOT U HAYATh
pHCOBATh.

— Ioxoxe ceromHs Tl MOOEAN, — 3aMeTrIa [IKeHHa, TTOKa3bIBask CBOM PUCYHOK. B 310 Bpems
OOJBIIION KOT 3aIlIeBENTWIICS M Jake HEMHOTO MPUOTKPBUT Ila3a. A 3aTeM OH M37al 3BYK, YE€M-TO
MOXOXWi1 HA phlYaHUE, U BHOBb 3aCHYII.

— MBI HE MOkEM OCTaBUTh €I0 OHOTO Ha HOUb, — PELIUTENBHO cKa3ail OCTHH, KOTOPBI POCTO
He MOT 00OMTHCH Oe3 OUepeTHOr0 MPUKITIOUSHHUS.

— Me1 ke OyaeM psijioM ¢ HUIM B MaJIaTKe, — MOMbITAIACh YCIIOKOUTD €ro MOpbIB cecTpa, 00siCh
TOTO, YTO OH MOXKET MPUAYMaTh el Ha TPSIYIIYI0, Ka3aJoCh Obl, CHOKOMHYIO HOUb.

— Bcé€ paBHO, U3 najlaTKM Mbl HE BUJUM, YTO C HUM ITPOUCXOJIUT.

— 4] moHsIa HA 4TO TBHI HAMEKAEIIb, 1 MO OTBET HET!

— 4 mpocTto He x0uy, YTOOBI OH OCTaJICS OAWH, — XKaJOOHO MPOU3HEC Opar, MpPUMEHSs CBOU
MyTaIOUMHA B3I,

— JlagHo, nagHo! 4 ero nmokapaysio, — OTBETU/IA YCTaBIIIUM rojiocoM J[xkeHHa.

— 51 Toxe xouy, — BBI3BJICS Opat, HO Cpasy *ke MOHsLI, 4To [[)keHHa ceifuac He B HACTPOSHHHU.

— Te1 Oynems cnath B majaTke! — TyT e OTpe3asia CecTpa, AaBasi MOHSATh, YTO 3TO HEe 0OCY K-
JaeTcsl.

— He kpuuu Ha MeHs1. YTo ThI Takast HepBHasi? — BOMPOCUTEIBHO NTocMoTpen OCTHH.

— 4 e roBopio, ycrana.

— 41 BCE paBHO He MOy B Majarky.

— JlagHo, fenail Kak Xouelllb, MHE BCE paBHO.

— Mu1 apy3bs? Dxenna? — cnpocust OctuH. «CHOBa 310 ero ¢pasza. py3bs... Cepb€3HO OH
9TO WM KaK BCerJa U3/1eBaeTcsi?» — HepBHO pa3Mblluisiia [IKeHHa.

— Ha, na, npy3bs. [IpuHecu Toraa riej, OH JeKUT Y MEHs B PIOK3aKe, B CaMOM OOJIBIIIOM OTCEKe.
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OctuH TIpUHEC TUIeT, ¥ OHU YCTPOMJIMCH OKOJIO TIAJIATKH, HACTOJIBKO yIOOHO, HACKOJIBKO IMO3-
BOJISUI M JIEC, CO BCEMU €ro KaMHSIMU U KOpSITaMHU.

JI’keHHa cTapajach He 3aKpbIBaTh I1a3a. Bo-MepBhIX, IOTOMY UYTO €l He XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI UX
3arpbI3io 3TO CYILECTBO, & BO-BTOPBIX, OHA J0 CUX MOP OIIYIIaJa 3TO XIrydee MPUKOCHOBEHUE YEeH-TO
pyku Ha uiede. Ho con Bcé-taku cmopu e€. OctuH 3acHyJI cpasy xke. O0braHO J[’keHHe MPUXOIUIOCh
TPATUTh MHOTO CHJI Ha TO, YTOOBI 3arHATh €r0 B KPOBaTh. A 3J1eCh. .. 3/1eCh OH Oy/TO OBI TIOTAJT B CBOIO
cruxuio. JI1s Hero 31o HOUb OblIa criokoriHoM. Ho He mis [IKeHHBI.

Cectpe cHOBa cHwWICS Koimap. OHa OKa3aylaCh B KOMHATe, YeM-TO HallOMUHAIONIEH 31 B UX
nome. Ho 3ToT ObLT IMycThIM, TYCKJIBIM M BMECTO IityMa oT urp OCTuHA U pa3roBOpPOB cocejiel, KOTo-
PBIX ObLTIO OOBIYHO CIIBIIITHO Yepe3 OTKPHITOE OKHO, CTOsIJIa MEPTBAsI TUIIIMHA. THUIIMHY ¥ OTUHOYECTBO
JIxeHnHa He mooua. Tak el HAUMHAJIO Ka3aThCs, UYTO HA HEE€ BCe CMOTPSIT, XOTh HUKOTO U He ObLIO.
B mryme rosiocoB oHa umesia BO3MOKHOCTh IIPOCTO 3aTepsIThCs. DTa TUILIMHA 3acTaBuia JIkeHHY BeCcTu
ce0s1 cooTBeTcTBYIOIE. OHA 3aMeTHIIa OKHO U HeKoe IBMKeHre B HEM. CJIOBHO MPOTHUB BoJM [ )keHHa
cTajia MeJJICHHO MPUOJINKAThCS K OKHY. M BOT OHa CTOsIJIa JOCTAaTOYHO OJTM3KO, HO HUYETO He MOIJia
pasriisiets. [epen Helt ObUIA JMINB CIUTIONIHAS TEMHOTA. Takol TEMHOTHI B MX JIEPEBYIIKE HUKOT/IA
He ObL10. B MrHOBeH#Me BCE 03aprIIOCh TYCKJION BCIBIITKOW CBETA, U B OKHE BO3HUKJIO JIMIIO B MacKe. . .
Macke Tica.

J’xeHHa mpocHyJack. B aToT pa3 610 Xyxe. OHa BBITSHYIA ITepe]] COO0U pyKy U 3aMeTHIa, KaK
oHa Tpsic€rcs. [IkeHHa HUKaK He MOTJIa PUIATH B ceOsl, HO Yepe3 HEeKOTOpPOe BpeMsl BCE ke OUHYJIACh.
Ona ornsaenack: OCTUH KPeIKo Crall, HO BOT OOJIBIIION KOT UCYe3.

Jl’keHHa BCcTasia, HAKMHYJIA ILJIalll U TOIUIA MOCMOTPETh, Ky[a OH MOT' YWUTH, HO JOJITO UCKATh
He TpuIuIock. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi OHa OOHApyKHWJia ero B oBpare, Kyaa 3TOT OOJBIION KOT
BEPOSATHO CBAJIWJICS, TOKa IIEN. [I’KeHHa OCMOTpeia BHU3 U YBHJIENA, KAK OH HAMAThIBaeT KPYTH,
HO BHITH He MOXkeT. «HaBepHo emé ciuikom cnad» — permmna JkenHa. OHa MOHMMAJA, YTO eCiv
OCTaBUT €rO 3J/1eCh, TO HE CMOXET CIIOKOMHO cMOTpeTh OCTHHY B TIJ1a3a M CMOXKET 3aHATh MEPBOE
MECTO B KOHKYpCe caMoil ykacHOH crapiueil cecTpbl. «HyKHO BBITaIlIUTh €r0,» — MpOBOpYaia OHa
camoii cebe.

JxeHHa cOerasia K najaTKe U 3aXBaTujIa HECKOJIbKO HeoOXoMuMbIX Bemiei. OHa 3aBsi3ajia OfIuH
KOHell Tpoca O IepeBO, a BTOPOU MpuBsI3aia K cede, 4ToObI ciycKaThest. «Hy uTo ik, OyieM OCHOBBI-
BaThCSl HA TOM, YTO, KOTJ]a OH OYHYJICS, OH Hac He chesl. MOXeT ceiuac Toxke He Hamajer,» — pac-
cyxnana IxxenHa. CoOpaBIIUCh C JyXOM, OHA Havajla MOHEMHOTY CITyCKaThCsl. «JTo Oesymue!» —
MBICJICHHO Kpu4Jajia oHa. Bosbioil KOT HakoHer 3ameTui e€. OH B3IbIOWJ IIepCcTh Ha 3arpvBKe
U 3allIUIeN, Kak 3TO JeIaloT OOBIYHbIE KOTHI.

— [puser. 4 He coOuparoch ienaTh Tebe HUIero MIoXoro, — Hadaa J[keHHa CIIOKOWHBIM U pa3-
MepeHHBIM rojiocoM. OHa BBITSHY/Ia PyKH B CTOPOHBI U TIOKPYTHJIACh BOKPYT CBOEH OCH, CTapasich
HE CHJIBHO 33/IepXKUBAThCS CITUHOW K HeMy. — Bunuibs? ¥V MeHs1 Huuero ¢ coooii HeT.

Kot nponomkan murnets U peiyath. [’keHHa BCIOMHUIIA OJIMH CIIOCOO M COBEPIICHHO He ObUia
yBepeHa B HEM, HO BCE ke pervia mornpodoBark. OHa cella Ha 3eMJTI0 M CTajla MPOCTO CMOTPETh
Ha cymectBo. [Totom BIoxHYJa MoOobIIe BO3AyXa, YCIOKauBas yxe ceOsl, U 3aKpbljia I1a3a.

&k

— Ecnm TBI 3akpoenib I71a3a, TO KOT OydgeT K TeGe Oojiee CINOKOEH, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO 3HAaK
TBOE JoBepHsl. TBOM mia3a 3akpbIThl — Thl Oe33amuTHa. [IpeacraBisenis?! — yBIeUYEHHO MOBECTBO-
Ba OctuH. OH Bcerga 0060kajl Mepecka3biBaTh pa3indHble (PaKThl, KOTOPbIE BHIUUTHIBAT U3 KHHT.
OOBIYHO OH COCTABJISUT 1IEJIble KOHCIIEKTHI, a TIOTOM 3a4MThIBaJI, Kak Ha jekuuu. Ho [I:xeHHe He Bce-
I71a HpAaBWJIOCh, KOT/Ia OH TOBOPUJT JHSIMU HAITPOJIET.

— IIpocTo HEBEepOATHO, — CllerKa HAaWTPAaHHO OTBeTWIIA [IKeHHa.
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— 41 y Te0Gs1 moToMm criponry Ha 9K3amMeHe, — HanmoMHWT OctuH. [la, BBl BCE MPaBMIIBHO MOHSLIH,
Opar cHauaJia 3a4UTHIBAJI €M TIeJTble JIKIIUH, a IOTOM YCTpauBa 3k3amenbl. Eciu [IxeHHa ux He caa-
BaJia, TO OH YCTpauBaJl €M mepecaady 10 TeX Mop, MoKa OHa BCE HE BBIYUUT.

— MoskeT Tbl 3aiMENIBCS CBOUMU HACTOSIIIMMU YPOKaMM ?

— Ilo-TBOemy Bc€, uTo s Tebe ceiyac paccKa3blBas — 3TO TOMHAS epyHAa? — pa3o3iuics Opart,
TOTOBBIA OOU/IEThCS U TIEJIbIi JIeHb He Pa3roBapuBaTh.

— Her, Ho... Botr ckaxwu, 3aueM MHe 3T0 3HaTh? M BOOOIIE, OTKyIa THl 00 3TOM BbruuTan? 4
YTO-TO HE MPUTIOMHIO Y HAC HU OIHON KHUTHU TIPO KOIIIEK.

— 4 nameén B capae. OHa Bajisi1ach B OHOM U3 SIMKOB. Ho 3TO Kakasi-TO cTpaHHasi KHUTA.
He noxoska Ha Te, 9To MpojaioT TOProBibl, — OCTUH MPOTSHYJ CECTPEe KHUTY, KOTOpast ObUIa JIOBOJBHO
KpuBO cmuTa. CTpaHMIbl CAETaHbl, HE U3 TOrO MaTeprasa, KOTOPbIi OOBIYHO WCTOJNIB3YEeTCs, W3-
3a Yero OHa Havaja MejJieHHO pacriajaathes. Capail He pa3 mpoTeKasl, U3-3a Yero KHUra HaMokJia,
a HEeCKOJIbKO CTPaHUII ObUTH O€3BO3BPATHO YHUUTOKEHBI.

— CrpanHo. S coBceM Takylo He TOMHIO, — 33/IyMYMBO ITPOM3HECIIA CECTPa, MPOTATUBAS KHUTY
Opary oOparHo.

&k

«Ecnm ThI 3aKpoentpb 11a3a, To KOT OyzieT kK Tede 0osee CIOKOeH, MOTOMY UTO TO 3HAK TBOETO
noBepusi. TBOM I1a3a 3aKPHITH — Tl Oe33aIUTHA. Boke Moid, Kak ke 51 Mora 3a0bITh!» — BIPYT yIu-
Buiach JkeHHA. A MPUUYMHOW STOMY MOCTYKHJIa TO, YTO MOYEMY-TO UMEHHO ceiiyac OHa BCTIOMHIJIA,
YTO 9Ta MOTPEMAHHAS ¥ TIOUYTU pa3BaJIMBINASCS KHIKKA MPUHAJISKAIA el, 9TO ObLT €€ COOCTBEHHBIN
KOHCreKT. Kora-To coBceM 1aBHO, OHa MPOCTO 000Kasla M3y4yaTh KHUTHU MPO Marn4ecKux CyIIecTB,
YacTo 3aXaXkMBaja B €AMHCTBEHHYIO MAJICHbKYIO U CKPOMHYIO OMOIMOTEKY B UX JIEPEBHE M BHITHCHI-
Bajia BcE camoe MHTepecHoe. M BOT OlHaX/Ibl, OHA peliniia COCTABUTh CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN COOPHUK.
«[Touemy on ObLI B capae?» — CITpOCcHIIa OHA y caMoy ceOs1, HO TYT e OTOrHasla BOCHIOMHHAHUS TIPO-
IIJIOro, TIOTOMY YTO Ceidvac rmepej Hel CTosiIa 3a/1a4a MoCIoKHee.

Takske MeIJIeHHO OHa OTKpbUIa Iia3a. DTO IEHUCTBUE MPOMU3BEJIO Ha OONBIIOro KOTa BIlevar-
JIeHHe HaAMHOTO CHJIbHee. B 3TOT pa3 OH cTajl HAMHOTO CIIOKOMHEH, HO emé He MepecTall IUIeTh
1 pbryath. OHa NOBTOPUJIA CBOM IPUEM €llE HECKOBbKO pa3. UyTh nozxe [[)keHHa pelunia crienarb
apyroe nevictere. OHa 3aXBaTwiia ¢ COO0M HEMHOTO BSIJICHOW PHIOBI, KOTOPOIO B3sijIa ¢ COOOM B ITyTe-
mectBue. OHa JI0cTajna OqHy M Havajla MeUIEHHO BCTaBaTh. DTO OOJBIIOMY KOTY HE IMOHPaBUIIOCH,
Y OH MpUHsUICA MoBbIIATh rojoc. Ho [xeHHa, mocne ycriexa B TOM, 4TO OHA J0 CHX TOp Liefa,
HE MOIJIa yXe ocTaHOBUThcs. OHa cliesiaa napy 1aroB, lOTOM OCTAHOBMJIACH M KMHYJIA YTOICHUE
koTy. OH HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl CTOsUI, MPHKAB YIIN K TOJIOBE M U30THYB CITUHY, HO UyTh TO3KE BCE Ke
CheJl MPEeIOCTABJICHHOE eMY JIAKOMCTBO. Uepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT J[’keHHa MOBTOpUIIA 3TO JIEHCTBUE
CHOBA, a TIOTOM CHOBa M CHOBA. YeMm OoJbllie TakuX JieicTBril [IKeHHa MPOBOpaurBaa, TeM Jajibliie
OHa MpoJBHraach. Tak oHa OKa3ajach y CaMOU T'OJIOBBI OOJIBIIIOTO KOTA.

VY Hero ObuTH OOJBIIME rOMYOble IM1a3a U TEMHasI cepas mepcTb. OdyeHb KpacuBas. PaHblie e€
He OBbUIO 3aMETHO 3a Ky4el Ipsi3i, B KOTOPYIO OH CBIWICS. B 3TOT pa3 oHa He KMHY/a yrolleHue,
a MpoTsHyJa B pyke. KoT onro He pemiasncs B3siTh, HO MOTOM BCE k€ BBITSIHYI meo0. M1 BOT oqHUM
PE3KUM JIBUKEHUEM OH BBIXBATHJI €Iy U3 PYKH U OTOIIEN Hazal. [ keHHa mpoTsaHyaa pyKy. Kot Havan
pbluaTh, HO He OTOWIEN Ha3al. Pyka craHOBHUIIach BCE Onmike, a ppldyaHue pociio. M BOT pyka KOcHY-
JIach TOJIOBBI KOTA M HaYaJla MeIEHHO U JIETOHBKO €ro TMOIJIaXkuBaTh, a cama J[)keHHa MepruoIIecKH
3aKkpbiBasia 11a3za. «Ckazan Obl MHE KTO-TO Mapy JHEH Haszall, 4To s rje-To, B IyOuHe jeca, Oymy
YCMUPSITh THTAHTCKOTO KPBUIATOTO KOTa, TO s1 ObI OTOC/AJIa TOr0 CyMAcCIIeIIIero Kyaa nojpaibliie,
MOTOMY UTO 3TO MOJHBIN Opej.» — nogymana JxeHHa. BosbInoi KOT MpakTHYECKH COBCEM 3aTHX.
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Tak OHM IPOCTOSIM HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, TIocJie uero [IkeHHa Hayaja OCTOPOKHO IIPOJBUTaThCS
K TYJIOBUIILY, HE TIpeKpalas INaauThb. 31eCh OHA CMOIJIa OOHAPYKUTh, YTO KPbUIbsl OBUIM M30paHBbI,
a Ha J1arie KpoBoToumia paHa. «[Toxoxe oH 00ozpa e€, Koraa mpoBaIviICcs cofia» — pemmuia [ xeHHa.

— Ceituac, cumu criokoitHo. S Tebe momory.

JI’keHHa CHsJIa TEMHO-CUHMI IUIATOK CO CBOEH I1IeM U OCTOPOXKHO MOJIONLUIA K JIarie, IPOoI-
Kas TIOTJIAKUBATh IIepCTh. [IkeHHa cHsia (IAry U BBUTHIIA HEMHOTO Ha paHy, YTOObI TPOMBITh. KOT
HayaJl pblyaTh, YTO TOBOPUJIO O €r0 HEHABUCTH K Bojie. [[)keHHa OCTOPOXKHO Havasia OOBSI3bIBATh PaHy
I1aTKOM. BOJIbIION KOT MOYTH OKOHYATEJIbHO YCIIOKOWJICS U TOXOXKE MOHsUI, uTo JI’KeHHa 371a eMy
He kefaeT. HekoTopoe Bpemsi OHa POCTO ero rauia, HO MO3XKe MOHsIA, YTO UM Mopa BHIOMPAThCS.

— Tak, Terepp 51 aKKypaTHO OOBSIKY BOKpPYT TeOsl BEpEBKY, 9TO He OoibHO. Tak cmory Te0st
BBITAIINTD, — JIKEHHa Hayasla HAKUABIBATh HA HETO TPOC, YTOOBI OOBSA3aTh BOKPYT TYJIOBHINA, U TYT
OOJIBIIION KOT HayaJl 3aMETHO HepBHWYATh. — Tuxo, Tuxo. f He czenaio Tebe HUYero rioxoro. Beé
XOpOIII0. 3Haelb JIM, 51 MOIJIa BOOOIIIE CIo[]a HE CITyCKaThCSI.

JI’keHHa 3aBsi3ajia BEpEBKY M CHOBA TMOKa3asia KOTy peiOy. OH emié He Haesicsl ¥ ObLT TOJIOJICH,
[I09TOMY HaIlpaBUJICS B CTOPOHY pyKH. B 310 Bpems [l )xeHHa MOTHXOHBKY ITPOJBUTaIach B CTOPOHY,
OTKYJIa OHa CIycKasiachk. VI BOT 10¥As 1O HEOOXOAMMOTO MeCTa, OHAa KMHYJIa JJAKOMCTBO KOTY, a cama
rose3sia o BEpEBKE, KOTOpasl CBsi3blBajla KoTa M AepeBo. Korma cymiectBo 10€710, OHO HEMHOTO
pacrepsiioch, norepsis JxkeHHy u3 Bugy. OHa yxke CTOsla HaBepXy UM MOKa3blBajla €My HOBYIO HOp-
1110 JJakoMcTBa. CHavasa KOT CTOsLT CIIOKOMHO, MOTOMY YTO TIOMHIJI, YeM OOEPHYJIUCH MPe bl IyIIue
TIONBITKH, HO XeJIaHUE TTOeCTb He YTUXJIO, ¥ OH HauaJl KapaOKaTtbcst HaBepx. M B 3ToT MOMeHT I xeHHa
notsiHysa BepeBKy. OHa eJie MorJia JepKaTbCsl Ha HOrax, Be/lb KOT OKa3aJiCsl BOBCE HE IyXOBBIM Ofle-
sioM. CaMo CyIIecTBO, HAaUuMHAsI OCO3HABATb, UTO KapaOKaThCsl eMy CTaJIO Jierdye, MPOIOIKUIIO C emé
O0nbIIMM YyHOpCTBOM. U BOT €I1i€ 4yTh-uyTh U KOT yXke JepKaJicsl Jlanamu 3a Kpai. [keHHa, Bcé
emé nepxa BepEBKY, OTOIILIA HA TIapy [IaroB Ha3aj. DTOro XBaTUIIO, YTOOBI OOJIBITION KOT BEIOpAJICS.
JIkeHHa cpa3y ke MOBaJIIIach Ha 3eMITI0, TIOTOMY Kak OoJibllie OblIa He B CHJIax CTosATh. OHa KMHYJIa
KOTY YTOIlleHHEe, KOTOPbIM CMOIJIa BBIMAHUTD €T0 U3 oBpara. Korjja KoT HakoHel| 3aKOHYMII CBOIO Tpa-
ne3y JI’KeHHa OCTOPOKHO MOIHSIACh HA HOTH U pa3Bs3ajia BEPEBKY.

— Hy uro *k. Tel MoXkenib uaru, — oobsaBuiIa JkeHHa, HO OOJBIION KOT M HE JTyMaJl YXOIUTb.

— Cnymait, y MeHs y’&ke ecTh MJIaJIIni OpaT, KOTOPHI U TaK He JaET MHE CIIOKOMHO XUTh.
HE MOTy TeOs ¢ COOOH B3ATh, — MOMBITAJIACh OOBSICHUTh OHA OOJIBIIIOMY KOTY, KOTOPBIN JIAIIb CIEIIa
eré mapy maroB OJxe K HEe.

— ¢l moHMMalo, Thl paHeH, U 5 TYT TIOXOXe eAMHCTBEHHAs1, KTO MOXKET TeOe MOMOYb, HO 51 IPOCTO
He Mory. MHe BIOJIHe XBaTaeT 0e3yMusi, — KOT MPOIOJIKAIT TaK JKe YIEPTO CMOTpeTh Ha JIKeHHY.

— Boxe moMi, 3T0 pocTo cymaciiectBue. .. JlagHo, nonum co MHoi. MoxeT Bbl ¢ OcTUHOM
HaAETe OO SA3BIK, TOTOMY YTO OTBEUaTh €My OOBIYHO He 00si3aTeNbHO, — B3J0XHY/a [keHHa
Y TIOMaHMJIa KOTa PYKOH, YTO Cpazy ke ObLJIO MPUHSTO.

OctuH npocHyJsack 10BOJILHO paHo. OH Omisfiencss BOKPYT B MOMCKaX CECTPbl, HO HE HAlLEN
e€, a CITyCTs MTHOBEHHE BCTIOMHUJI ITPO OONBINIOro Kota. OCTHUH OBICTPO BCTA, MBITASICh OHATH, YTO
3[1eCh IPOU30LIIIO, KaK U3-3a IePEBbEB BbIlIUIA [I)KE€HHA C CYHIECTBOM.

— Yo cnyunnoch? — yIUBJIEHHO BBHIMAIWT OH, IBHO HE OKU/1asl YBUJIETh MIOJOOHYIO CLIEHY.

— Jla HUYero, MpocTo 3TO CYIIECTBO POBAJIMIIOCH B OBpAr, a s €ro BHITACKMBAJIA.

— A mouemy MeHs1 He pa3Oymuia?! — oOMKeHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ OCTHH, KOTOPOTO TOJIBKO UTO
JIMIIWJIM UHTEPECHOTO NIPUKJIIOYEHHS.

—IMoTomy 4TO ceromHs Mbl IOMIEM JaJTbIIe, U I XOTeNa AaTh TeOe HEMHOTO BpeMEHH Ha OT/IBIX.

— A TBI TOYEMY TPOCHYJIACh? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS Opar.

— MbI He MOeM HasbIBaTh €0 BEYHO «CYIIECTBO» WM «OONBIION KOT». HyXHO npuiymMarsb
HMs, — TYT K€ CMeHWIa Temy [IkeHHa.

— Mosxer, ®aycr? — npemyioxkun OCTUH, HA YTO KPBUIATHIA KOT TYT K€ TUXOHBKO MSYKHYI,
JaBasi MIOHATb, YTO €My HPABUTCS.
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— Hy ®aycr, tak ®aycr. Cobupaii Bely 1 MOLIUTN JaJTbIIIE.

— A ®aycr?

— YX0omuThb OH HUKY/a HE XOUeT, T03ToMY NOHIET ¢ Hamu. [To3ke caenaeM mpuBal, U s OCMOTPIO
ero eIe pas, MoIJia yIycTUTh KaKylo-HUOYIb paHy, a 320[HO CIeJalo 3aBTPakK, — 3aKkmouria [xeHHa,
oryvero o OcTrHA 03apuUiIoch MIUPOKOM YIBIOKOW. Tak OHM OTIPABMIIUCH AAJbINE, HO TEeph UX
ObLIO Ha OJJHOTO MyTEIIECTBEHHUKA OOJIbIIIe.

ITorona Brianack 1oBoNIbHO BeTpeHoil. Hakuaku [xxenHsl 1 OcTrHA Tak U HOPOBUJIM YIIOPX-
HYTb, KaK NMTHUIILL. BeTep MOCTOSIHHO Tpemnas uX BOJIOCHI, M3-32 Yero CTAHOBHJIOCH CJIOKHEE YTO-JIM00
pasmsaaeTb. 3aTo JeHb ObUI COTHEYHBIM, UYTO HE MOIJIO HE pajoBaTh. bosnblue mepucTbie oOnaka
MeJJIEHHO TIOJI3JH 10 HeOy, OyATO He XOTeNU YTO-HUOY/Ib YITyCTUTD U TBITATUCH 3aIOMHHUTH BCE, UTO
OHU YBUJIEIH.

— 6225, 6226, 6227, 6228, 6229...

— Tsl cepb€3H0 cunTaens Bee marn? — [[keHHa KOHEYHO, 3HaA, 4To e€ OpaT rmomelaH Ha 1udg-
pax, HO He JiymaJia, 4To JJO TaKOW CTeTIeHH.

— Ma, a emg s xouy ectb, — noxasopajcs OCTuH.

— Ham HyXHO IpOITHUCH €111€ HEMHOTO.

— Ho s xouy ectpb, — 60onee HacToiurBei HaOMHWIT OCTHH.

— Jlagno. Ho Tonpko notomy, 4to Paycr yxe ejie Ha Horax, CTOMT, — OTBeTHIa Jl)keHHa, ¥ 3T0
ObLIO coBepIleHHOW npaBaoil. [da u cama oHa, Kak 1 OCTHH 3a IIeJIblid JeHb el HUYero He ena. —
OcTaHoBUMCS BOT 37€Ch.

JIkeHHa CHsiIa C Tied OOJBIIYIMIA PIOK3aK, U 9TO 0Ka3aJI0Ch HACTOJIBKO MPUSATHBIM OIILyIIIe-
HHEeM, Oy/ITO OHa TOJIBKO UTO cOpOCHIIa TsDKeNeHble KaHaanbl. CecTpa craja 1I0CTaBaTh HEOOXOAUMBIE
BeIllM U 3amMeTwIa, Kak OCTUH MPUHSJICA NMPUTOTABIMBATh IUIOMIAAKY Ui UX HOBOTO BPEMEHHOTO
narepsi. JI’keHHa O4YeHb peKko BUIENA, YTOObI OH TaK aKTMBHO B Y€M-TO y4yacTBoBas. Ho Teneph oH
MOXOKe ObLT 3aMHTEepecOoBaH. A Kak MOXKHO CHIETh B CTOPOHE, KOIZIa Thl HEM3BECTHO IJE, a PSAAOM
¢ TOOO¥ cuaUT OOJBIION KpbUIaThiil KOT? XoTs [[)KeHHa MpeKpacHO MOHUMAaJa, YTO JOJITO 9Ta WHU-
[IMaTHBa HE TIPOMJIUTCS.

— Yro-TO BeTep coBceM pasbirpaiicsi. B Takoll neasHO 3amycKkaTh BO3LYIIIHOTO 3Mesl, — 3aMe-
THJIA CecTpa.

— BozaymHoro 3mesi? — He noHsut e€ OCTHH.

— Hy na. Tel Tak yquBAEHHO cripocuit Oy/TO HEe 3Haelllb, YTO TO?

— Her, a pacckaxemb? — oT Takoro Bonpoca JIkeHHa J1axe MONepXHYJIach TOJIBKO YTO IIPUTO-
TOBJICHHBIM YaeM.

— Kak xe? He 3naemnb? 4 TeOe HUKOTIA HEe paccKa3biBasa?

— Jla Her.

— Oro, — ynuBunack [xeHHa. — Kak Obl TeOe 0OBACHUTH. DTO Takas MITYKa, B BUIEC poMOa,
KOTOPYIO ThI IEPKUIIb 32 BEPEBKY, a OHA TMAPUT B BO3/yXe, Oarogapsi BeTpy.

— JaBaii 3anyctum? — npeyioxkuin OCTUH, U B €r0 171a3aX MOMEHTAJIBHO BCIIBIXHYJT OTOHEK.

— Ho y Hac xe ero HeT, — HAalIOMHMJIA CECTpA.

— A ero HMKaK HeJb3s caenaTh?

— Ila u3 4gero xe?

— He 3Hato, — mpodypuan Opart.

JIkeHHa HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl pa3MbIIIUISIIA, a TOTOM BBIHY/Ia U3 KOTOMKH OfIHY U3 CBOUX pyOa-
IIeK U pa30pBaja, HalllIa Mapy MaJloK, CIOXKUIA X KPECTOM U 00Bsi3a/ia MO CeperHe, TaKxkKe MpH-
coequHMIA U TKaHb. C TIOMOIIBIO emE OTHOrO MOTKA BEPEBKM OHA MPHBsI3asia OIMH KOHEIl K 3Mel0,
a Ipyrou K HeOOJBIION Majke, YToObl ObLIO YIOOHEee JIepXkaTh, U 3aMOTaIa.

— Bor, noBonen? — cripocuna JI)xeHHa, IeMOHCTPHUPYSI pe3yJbTaT CBOETO YIIOPHOTO Tpyaa?

— A OH M JIOJUKEH TaK CTPAaHHO BBIINISAAETh? — yTo4HWI OCTHH, C COMHEHHEM OIJISIIbIBas
TIOJIEJIKY CEeCTPHI.
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— HopmanbHo OH BHIISAAUT. .. Bpore. [71aBHOe, 4TOOBI JieTal, — HoApToXRuIa [KeHHa.

OHH BHIIUTK Ha OTKPBITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, I7ie OBUIO MMOMEHBIIIE AepeBbeB. PaycT per B STOM
HE y4acTBOBaTb M MPUJIET HAa TPaBY, PACTSHYBIIKChH, KAK CaMblil OOBIUHBINA KOT. Betep Bcé eme mpo-
JOJKaJT CUIIBHO TyTh. BeposiTHO, eMy ToXe XOTeJIOCh YBUAETb, YAACTCS JIU 3aTesl OpaTa U CeCTpBL.

— Tak, Teneps AepXku KaTyIlKy, a st Oyay ero 3amyckarb. Koria mopsiB BeTpa ero rnojxBarr,
THI IOJKEH OTMOTAaTh HEMHOI'O BEPEBKH, ICHO?

— Jla. JlaBait HaYMHaTh!

JI’keHHa B3s1a 3Mes U BCTajla B OKMJaHWU NopbiBa BeTpa. Jonro sxaaTh He npuiuiock. BonHa
BETpa MIPOKATUJIACh M0 BEPXYLIKaM JiepeBbeB. [I)KeHHa MOJHsIa 3Mel Kak MOKHO BBIIIE U, JOXKJaB-
IIKCh TIOIXOAIIEro MOMEHTa, ToA0pocKiIa B BO3AyX. Eif ynanock yragats co BpeMeHeM. 3Mel Havual
MIO/IHUMATHCS BBBICh.

— Pacnyckaii katymiky, TolbKO He pa3MarbiBai €€ BClo! — KpukHysia cectpa M1 OCTHH MOCIYILIHO
BBITIOJTHUJ BCe €€ yKa3zaHus. 3Mei B3MbLI BBICOKO-BBICOKO B He0O0. — [la, UMeHHO Tak!

— JIxenHa, cmotpu! — OCTUH TOBEpHYJI KaTYIIKy BIIPaBO M 3Mel coBepiimi 000poT. — Th
Bugena?!

— Ja! 310poBo! — BHIKpUKHYJIA B OTBET CECTpa.

Tak OHM pa3BJIEKAINACH TOBOJBHO AOJTO. MHOrga BCE MOMydasloCh OYEHb INIAAKO, Mapy pa3
OHM YyTh HE MOPYTaJIMCh, HO B LIEJIOM BCE ObUIO MpeKpacHo. Betep eme nonro mogxsareiBai 3mesl.
dayct TUXOHBKO Apemall, BLITSHYB NepeJHue janbl, OCTHH CTapaJiCsl BbIAEIbIBATH Pa3IMUHbIE TPIOKH,
a [IxenHa Bc€ nymana: «I[louemy Mbl He Jie/1aiv STOrO paHbIie?».
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I'maBa 4. I'oJ10C 13 THINMHBI

— Kyna cerogns noiaém? — cnpocust OCTHH MOCJIe OYepEAHOTO MPUBAIA.

— Jaxe He 3Ha10. MBI Bellb MOHATHS HE UMeeM Kyja UaEM. Y Hac AOJKHA ObITh LEJb.

— 3auem? — He NoHsw1 €€ OCTHUH, KOTOPOMY ITPOCTO HPABUJIOCh CAMO My TELIECTBHUE.

— 3a Tem, 4To § I0JKHA 3HATh, KyJa Uy KaKObIi 1€Hb.

— MblI vilIeM NPUKITIOYEHHUs], — TPOCTO OTBETMI OCTHUH.

— JlagHo, myckaii OyayT MpHUKTIOUeHus1, — OTBeTr 1A [IkeHHa 0e3 0co00i 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH.

Bouto goBosbHO kapko. Betep He oxJiaxaan, HO TUXOHBKO IIypIiai JucTBor. Kaxioe gepeBo
IIyMeJio Mo-cBoeMy. Tak co31aBaioch OIIYIEHUe, YTO OHU pa3roBapUBAalOT Ipyr ¢ ApyroM. Moxer
TaK OHO U €CTh, 4 BeTep UM B 3TOM JIMIIIb nomMoraer. [IocTpouB oM U MpOiiisi HECKOJIBKO METPOB
OT HETO, JIIOJIU TyMaIOT, YTO XOPOIIIO 3HAIOT MPUPOLY, JIecC, ero oourareser. A 3To OoJbIIoe 3a0Tyx-
nenue. Ecnu Bce moau OyayT Takoro MHEHUs, TO MPUPOAA MEePecTaHeT MPUOTKPLIBATh 3aBeCy TailH,
KOTOpBIE OHA OXPaHSIET.

JlixenHa u OcTHH caenanu ouepeqHon npusail. [locneanee Bpemst OHM CTald 4acTo MX yCTpa-
uBathb. Llenb nodparbes 10 4ero-1mdo Mepkiia ¢ KakasiM qHéM. Haunmnan HaspeBath Borpoc: «IIpa-
BUJIBHO JIM OHU TMOCTYIWIW, OTIPABUBIIKMCH ciofa?». PagoBano MX TOMBKO TO, UTO KaKAbI JEHb
OHU CTAJIKUBAJIMCh C HOBBIMU CyIllecTBaMu. HelTaBHO OHU MOBCTpeyaiv O4eHb BBICOKOE Oesioe cylie-
CTBO C YEPHBIMM OTMETHHAMU U IJIMHHOM mieeid. CHavana OHU MPUHSIM €r0 32 OJHO U3 JIEPEBbEB,
HO [TOTOM 3aMETHJIY, KaK OHO HAavaJslo ABUraThCsl. | MTAHTCKOE CYIIECTBO MEIJIEHHO MEPEABUralio CBO-
VMU JIJIMHHIOIMMH HOTaMHU, KOTOpble MOTJIM Obl BIIOJIHE 3aTONTaTh Oparta ¢ cecTpoidl. OCTUH BCIIOM-
HUJI, YTO OHU HA3bIBAIOTCS «OEPESHUKMU».

Emé onHo cyiiecTBo OHM YBU/IENH Ha JiepeBe, IPUHSIB ero 3a rHe30. Ho korna oHo pa3BepHy-
JIOCh, TO CTaJIO TMIOXOKKMM Ha MAJICHBKYIO JICHILY, IePCTh KOTOPOM MpeCcTaBisiia cOO0H OrpoMHOE
CKOIUICHHE MaJICHBKHUX YEPHBIX BETOK. OHO 00€CIIOKOEHHO OCKAJIUIIOCHh M CKPBLIOCH I7Ie-TO B IITyOUHE
JIECHOU YaIly.

[Tpsimo miepes MX MPUBAJIOM, OHU BCTPETUIN MaJIEHbKOTO THOMUKA, KOTOPBIN MPUKUIBIBAJICS
KaMHeM. J[’keHHa OCTOPOKHO MOJIOILIA K HEMY, a OH TYT %€ BCKOUMJI HA CBOM MaJIeHbKHE KPYIJIeHb-
KHe HOXKH 1 1ooeskast. OHa HUKaK He MOIJIa TIOHSTh, KaK OH BUIIHT, BeJlb I71a3a eMy IIPUKphIBaJIa ero
rprdononooHas nuisnka. OCTHH caesiai MpernoiokeHue, 9To 3T0 «O00pOBUYOK». [IKeHHa Topaxa-
nack, kKak OCTHUH CMOT 3alIOMHUTb BceX 3THX cyliecTB. Ho oHa He 3Hasa, 4to y OpaTta ecTb MajieHb-
KHIi CEeKpeT. A 3aKJII0YaeTcsi OH B TOM, UTO KOI/Ia Y Bac ecTh Ooratoe BooOpaxeHue, To Bbl 6e3 Tpyaa
CMOXeTe MPUIyMaTh Ha3BaHKUE Ha XOMy.

Ckonpko Obl cyliecTB OHU He BcTpevain, OctuH u J[’keHHa Aelanu CHOBAa M CHOBA OJIWH
Y TOT € BBIBOJ: 9TU CYIIECTBA MOCTOSIHHO MPSYYTCSI.

— Hy ut0, caenaem npuBan? — B ouepeqHON pa3 npeaioxuia yxe [lkeHHa, ordero Opar Heflo-
BOJILHO 3aKaTHJI I71a3a.

— Ho mbI Beib cOBCcEM HeIaBHO ero ycrpauBaiiu, — OCTUH KOHEYHO ObUT He TPOTUB, HO BCE ke
€ro yIMBUJIO, YTO 3TO CKa3aja UMEHHO OHa.

— A TBI X0Y€elIb UATHU JaJblie?

— Jagaii cnenaem npuBall, — cormacuicss OctuH. OHM CHOBA CHSUIU C ce0sl TSKENbIEe PIOK3AKH.
JI>keHHa pa3Belia KOCTEP U MO/IBeCHIIa YalHUK.

— Cnarp xouemib? — cnpocusi OCTHH, 3aMETUB, YTO CECTPA MOCTOSHHO 3€BAET U MPOTUPAET
r1a3a. — Thl BeZlb OOBIYHO TOBOPHIIIh, YTO TeOe COH HEe HYKEH.

— Jla MHe IpOCTO 3TOI HOYBIO UTO-TO HE OYEHb XOPOIIIO CIAIOCh, — MOMBITAIACh OTMAXHYThCS
JI:keHHa, CJIOBHO 3TO COBCEM HE BajKHO.
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— U xakoii Tenepb? — HEOKUIAHHO CIIPOCKT Opart, Yero cecTpa HUKaK He oxugana. OT Takon
HEOKUJAHHOCTU OHA JIaKe YMYIPUIIACh CITyYaiHO Pa3IUTh Ha 3eMJTIO TIOJIOBUHY CBOETO 000KaeMOro
YEPHOTO yYasl.

— ThI Ipo YTO? — €IMHCTBEHHOE, UTO € MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY. [[’KeHHA IpeKpacHO IOHUMAJIA, YTO
Opar jorajaics, HO BCE paBHO HE XOTeJla BCIOMUHAThL 3TOT COH CHOBA.

— Kommvap. 41 3Hato, 4to OHM TeOe MOCTOSHHO CHSIThCS, TaK Kakou Terieph? — OCTUH JIaBHO
XOTeJl y&e 3a/1aTh 3TOT Borpoc. Cnarth Ha HOBOM MecCTe JIOBOJIbHO HEylI0OHO, OTOMY OH MHOTAA
MPOCHINAJICS TIOCPEId HOYM U BUJIEN, KaK ero cecTpa BCS APOXKUT U IMOTOM TI0 yTpaM XOAUT pacce-
SIHHAs Y HaITyraHHasl.

— Takoii ke, Kak ¥ Bceryia, — KOpOTKoO oTBeTa J)keHHa, coOnpasich n30exkaTh OAPOOHOCTEH,
HO Opart, Kak 1 OHa caMa ObUT OYEHb YITPSIM.

— Hy u 4dto0 xe Tebe cauthesa? — He yHumasncs OCTuH.

— 51 yxe He moMHI0, — pe3ko Opocuia [IxeHHa, HoO OpaTa 3TO COBEpIIEHHO HE OCTAHOBHIIO.

— Kak Tebe Toraa Mo eT CHUTBCS OJJIH U TOT e COH, €CJTU Thl HUYEro He TIOMHHMIITH?

— 4 He 3Hat0 u xBaTUT 00 3TOM. OOCYIMIM B APYroM pas, JiaaHO?! — HAKOHEI] TIOBBICKJIA TOJIOC
I’xeHHa.

— Jlagao, — cmupwicss OCTHH UM OOMKEHHO OTBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY, OTYEro CecTpe CTajio
HEeMHOro He 1o cebe. OHa Be/lb He XOTea ero HUKOMM 00pa3oM 0ouieTh. Takue yx crapiime CECTpl,
CITUIIIKOM CHJIBHO 3200TATCS.

— VY 1e6s emg 6IOKHOT He 3aKoHYMICS? Thl Bellb MOCTOSIHHO PUCYelllb, — TOWHTEPECOBAIACh
JI’keHHa, TIBITasIiCh UCIIPABUTh CUTYAIIMIO ¥ HAIPABUTh B TIPABUIILHOE PYCIIO.

— Her, emi€ Oosbliiie MOJOBUHBI OCTaTach. A 'y Te0s B THEBHUKE MHOTO MecTa?

— JlocTaTtouHO. .. MOkeT MoKaxelllb CBOM 3apUCOBKH? — CHOBA MOIOOONBITCTBOBANA JI’KeHHa.
Oma 3HaJ1a, 4TO OH MPOJIOKUT PACCHPAIINBATh € O CHAX.

V e€ Opara BcE ke MMesach ofiHa cllaboCTh, MPOTUB KOTOPOW eMy ObUIO CJIOKHO YCTOSATh. OH
000XkaeT paccKas3bIBaTh, KaKylo Obl TEMY JJIs pa3roBopa Bbl ObI He TIpeiokuIn. VI HecMoTps Ha To,
yT0 OCTHH BCE eIE CHIILHO OSCITOKOMIICS 32 CBOIO CECTPY, YCTOSITh Mepe]] TeM, YTOOBI U3JIOKUTH BCIO
WCTOPHIO CBOMX 3aPUCOBOK OH MIPOCTO OBLT HE B CHJIAX.

B 310T pa3 ux npuBas pacTsHyJICS Ha CTOJIBKO, YTO OHU YK€ CTaJId TOTOBUTH Nasiatky. CosHile
KJIOHMJIOCH KO cHY, a OctrH 1 [[)keHHa OONTaM O TOM, Ky/la OHM MOIJIA Obl B UTOTE MPUITH, XOTS
y cecTpbl ObLT O0JIee IECCUMUCTUIECKUI HacTpoil. PaycT, Kak 00BIYHO, TTOA00pat 1o ceds mepe/-
HUE JIalbl ¥ 3aipeMail. XOTh M Ka3aJIoCh, YTO CMal OH KPETKO, OOJBIIION KPbIIATHIN KOT Bceraa Obul
Ha yeky. HemooneHnBaTh ero Ob10 ObI OMPOMETYMBO. 3a HECKOJBKO JIHEW uX myTeliecTBus ¢ Pay-
croM JI»keHHa TIOHsJIa, YTO HA STOTO KOTA MOKHO TIOJIOKHTHLCS, XOTh OH M BEIET ceOsl MHOTIAa BeChMa
crpanHo. [Tporo BpeMs, 1 HOUb OITYCTHJIACh HA MX HOBOE BPeMEHHOE MPUOESKUIIIE.

— Moxer 3aBTpa MOBE3ET HAWTH PEYKy, a TO HAIIIM 3arachl BOJbI yKe 3aKAHUYMBAIOTCS, — TIPO-
Bopuana /I)xeHHa, pa3dupasi CBOW PIOK3aK.

—V Hac xe ocraBaiachk emg 1esnas usra, — HarmoMHuw1 OCTUH.

— 3aKOHYMWJIACD.

— Kak?

— IloTomy 4TO KOE-KTO HACTOSIIIIUI BOIOXJIED, — ycMexHy/ach [IxeHHa.

— AX 513, y Hac Belb Teneps ectb Paycr.

— Boo0rie-To 51 uMena BBUY TeOsi, — YTOUHUIIA CECTpa, BCE eIlé TUXO IIOCMENBASICh.

— Yt0? D10 He npaBza! — 0OMKEHHO BHIKPUKHYT OCTHH.

— IIpaBna.

— Jla THI 3a JIeHb BBIMMBACIIb BOJIBI HE MEHBIIIE MEHSI, — BCE eIlé He MOT YCIIOKOUThCSI Opar. —
Ecnu xouenb, s1 MOTy J1axke 3aBECTU CUET, TOTJIAa U YBUIVIM.

— Tomnbko 3TOr0 MHE eI He xBaraso. JlagHo, nmpoexaiu, gaBail B NaJIATKy, — YCTAJIO U COHHO
MIPOM3HECA CeCTpa.
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— IlounTaems? — cnpocun OCTHH, U YK€ PUTOTOBUIICS UCIIONIb30BaTh CBOM MPOHUIATE/IbHBIN
B3IJISA L.

— 41 ceronHs ouyeHp ycrana, JaBaid 3aBTpa, — MOMBITAJIACh BCE ke OTKa3aTbcs KeHHa, HO. ..

— Hy nouuTaii, nounraii, nouunran.

— JlagHo, g1 noHsa, — JI)keHHa B3su1a B pPyKU CTapylo U NMOTPENAHHYI0 KHUTY. Bee e€ ctpanuibt
ObLTN YK€ MOKEITEBIIHE.

— Urak, «Kanuran CTiB mprOImKaics K OCTPoBYy. ,,3eMJIs ! “ — paloCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. Mar-
POCHI BHIOMBIXax 3a0erajii 1Mo BceMy KOpadiio U ¢ ycepayeM Hauyalli TUTBITh B HAIpPaBJIEHUH, KOTO-
poe uMm ykaseiBan CtuB. ,,Tam kTo-HUOYIL 00MTaeT?“ — cpocuia y KarmuTaHa ero cectpa Chio3eH.
»lyMalo, 4TO 3T0O MHOTO BEPOSITHO» — petmTeIbHo OTBeTH1 CTUB.

— MbI oXoXu Ha HUX, — 3asBUI OCTUH, peaCTaBisis ce0e, Kak OH pa3MaxuBaeT MUPATCKUM
MEYOM.

— B uém xe umeHHo?

— Hy 6par u cectpa. 4 kak Ctus, a 7ol Cbl03eH, — OOBSCHII Opart.

— YT0-TO MHE MOJCKA3bIBAET, YTO HAOOOPOT.

— Ho g Benp He IeBOYKa.

— 3aT0 5 Kak/Ipli JIeHb omryIa cedst ctapmmm 6paroM. Hy urto x, ponomkum. «CTUB B3sUT
OVHOKJIb U...» — K HUM B NAJATKy Havyas npoouparbess Payct. BeposTHo, OH peru, uTo Tak Oyner
Oe3omacHel Kak Jjist OpaTa ¢ CecTpoi, Tak U Jjisl Hero camoro. [anaTtka Opia OOJBIION U BMeIIaia
UX TPOMX, HO BCE ke ObLIO JOCTATOYHO TECHO. — ThI Uero 3T1o ciofa nose3?

— ®daycr, 3axoau! — odpagoBaics OCTHH.

— Caymaid, OH CMOKET TOOBITh U Ha YJTUIIE, — MOTBITAIaCh BOCIIPOTUBUTHCS CECTPA, TEM CAMBIM
3aBs13aB HACTOSIILYIO /1y3JIb.

— HaBepHoe, Tam X05101HO, — niepBbIi yaap OcTuHa.

— Hawm Benp Oynet TecHo.

— Tsl ero He MOOUIIBL? — BTOPOH yaap.

— JIio6mo, mpocTto 000kai, HO MHE OYEHb JI0POTO JIMYHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO. MHE M Tak XBaraeTr
TOTO, YTO Thl TUHACIIILCSI.

— 3nas 11, — OCTUH HaHEC COKPYLIUTENIBHBIN yap.

— Xoporo! — npuHsaa cBo€ nopaxenue )keHHa W MOOBUHYNACH B YIojl, AaBasi OOJIBIIOMY
KPBUIATOMY KOTY IPOUTH BHYTpb. PaycT OyATO MOHSUIT KakK/I0€ UX CJIOBO U Cpasy Xke yIErcs, 00epHyB
Jxenny 1 OCcTHHA CBOMM TYJIOBHIIIEM. DTO OblIa a0COMoTHAs odeaa Opara.

— CriokoiiHOW HOuM, JI’KeHHa, — MPOU3HEC OH TAKUM JOOPHIM M YOAIOKUBAIOIIAM T'OJIOCOM,
CJIOBHO HUYETO U HE IPOUCXOIUIIO.

— CniokoitHoii Houn, OcTuH, — OypKHYZa B OTBET CECTpa.

— II’)xeHHa.

— Boxe moii... CIOKOIHON HOYM, XOMSIK, KPOKOAWI, XaMeJIEeOH U BCs OCTaJIbHAs TUTIOIIEBAst
CBOpA UIPYIIEK, KOTOPBIX MBI HETIOHSITHO 3a4€M B3$UIM C COO0M. DTO BCE?

— Boobuie-To emg. ...

— Cniokoitnoit Houm, PaycT, — HepBHO J100aBwIa [I)keHHa ¥ 3aK pbLIach TUIEIOM C TOJIOBOM, Oy/ITO
Opar e€ Tak He 3aMeTHT.

— CnokotiHoi Houu, PaycT, — mpon3HEC yke OCTUH M HA UX «CIIOKOMHOW HOYM» OOJIBIIION KOT
TUXOHBKO 3aypuall U Mapy pa3 MyKHYII.

Tak onu u ycHymu. ®PaycTy CHMJIOCH OrPOMHOE TIOJie IIBETOB M 0a00YKH, KOTOpBIX [[KeHHa
u OCTHH yke BCTpevasu, CHIINCH TaKHe ke OOJbIINEe KOThI, Kak 1 oH caM. OHHM JieTany BBICOKO-
BBICOKO M pa3pe3ayii 00Jlaka CBOMMHM KpbUIbsMU. OCTHHY CHUJIOCh KaK OH YIpaBJsieT KopalOném,
npsimo kKak CTuB U 1a€T yka3zaHus cectpe. A JIkeHHa. ..

JI’keHHa BUCesa MPsAMO HaJl MPOMAcThio. Y He€ OoJbile He ObLIO CHIT JiepkKaThes. [lasbiibl
COCKaJTb3BIBAJIM C KOPSATH, B KOTOPYIO OHA BLIETUJIACH, a OCIICHbIN aJpeHaTMH MEPEKPhLT BCE MBICIH.
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Omna He Morv1a NoATsAHYThCS HaBepX. Kpaem ra3za ona 3ametnsia OCTUHA, KOTOPBIH 3aMep U HUYETO
He npeanpuHuMal. «[lomoru MHe!» — BRIKpUKHYJIa OHa OpaTy, HO OH JIaXe He IIeBebHYICs. [IxeHHa
MBITAJIACh TIPUIYMATh BBIXOM, HO B TOJIOBY COBEPIIEHHO HUYEro He MpUuxoauio. «OTImycTu» — BOPYT
nporrenTtan 4yei-To ronoc. OHa emé CrIbHEN BLIENMWIach B KOPATY, HO PYKU Yy He€ ObUTH C1aObiMu
1 yxkacHo 6osenr. OHa BRIOWIACH M3 CHIT M OOJTbIIe He MOIJIA IepKaThes. «OTIMyCTH» — CHOBA ITOBTO-
pu rosioc. [anblibl HAYaIM COCKAJIb3bIBATh OAWH 3a ApyruM. Bapyr [IxeHHa mpocHy1ach.

[Tpuiity B ceds et ynanock He cpasdy. OObIUHO el HY)KHO ObLIIO BCIOMHUTb T7I€ OHA HAXOTUTCS,
T0CJIe Yero OHa HaYMHala OCO3HaBaTh, UTO MPOCHYNach. Kommap He coOupascst mokuaars e€, ocra-
BasICh TYMaHHBIM OCAJIKOM B MaMsTH. Bblia HOub, U [IKeHHa, HAKOHEII, 3aMeTUIIa, YTO UIET JI0KIb.
[ToBcrony cBepKayiv MOJIHUM U Pa3/1aBAIUCh packaThl rpoma.

—UYro Ham fenath? — npousHéc OctuH. [[keHHa MOHsIa, YTO OH HE CITUT, IPUYEM CY/Is [0 TOMY,
YTO MHOTHE €ro Bely MOMEHSUTM CBOE pacronokeHue, OOAPCTBOBAJ OH YK€ AOCTATOYHO JIABHO.
«Crneuit 3a MHOW» — JIorajjayiach CecTpa.

— Huwuero.

— Kak 310?

— A xyna vl moiaém? Ecii Mbl 3aXOTHM CKPBIThCS Tie-HUOYAb B CKaJlaX, TO MOXET Mpo-
uzoiti o6Ban. Ecim mpocto Kyna-HUOYyIb MOMIEM, TO, BO-TIEPBBIX, IPOMOKHEM, BO-BTOPBIX, MPH
TaKOM BETpe, 51 He CMOTY coOpaTh MayiaTky, 1 OHa MOPBETCS, a I Mbl OyJieM cIaTh CJAeAyIIue HN?
Hawm HyxHO nipocTo nepexaars rpo3y. M BooOme, 6epu npumep ¢ ®Paycra, Kak s IOHUMAIO, OH 3Ty
rpo3y He BOCIPUHHUMAET BCEPhe3, — OOMBIION KOT CIIOKOMHO JipeMaJl, UHOT/IA CJIerKa MOTATUBAsICh. —
JIATHO, JaBay craTh.

OctrHy nouTH cpasy ke yJajloch YCHYTh, a [I’keHHa Tak M mpocujesia IO CaMOro paccBera.
CoH, 171€ TH HAXOMIIBCS MEXY KU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO, OOJPUT HAMHOTO JIy4lIle, YeM JIIOOH KperKui
y€pHpli yail. Creayiolee yTpo He BHIIAJIOCh HMUYEM IMpuMevareabHbIM: [keHHa MpovrTaia OfHy
U3 IJIaB KHUTH, KOTOPYIO OHA B3sila ¢ coOoit. PaycT Toxke MPOCHYINCS JOBOJIBLHO PaHO, MOTpeOOBaB
oT JI>kKeHHBI e/IbI.

Korga xe npocHyscs OCTvH, OHU, HUKY/A HE TOPOIISICh, M03aBTPAKAIN ¥ OTIIPABMIIMCH AAJIbIIIE.
JIkeHHa HUKOTJa ObI He MPeIIIoOKUIIA, YTO Iy TeIeCTBUE MOXET IPEBPATUTCs )11 He€ B pyTuHY. X
MyTh MPOXOAWJI JOBOJBHO CIIOKOMHO. Be3moaHbIil TecHO Mei3ax He Ka3aics yke TaKUM HeoObId-
HbIM. OHM BCTpevyasll BCE HOBBIX M HOBBIX BOJIIEOHBIX CYIIECTB, HO TEMEph MX IMOSIBJICHUE CTAJIO
6onee oObiieHHBIM. Ho OCTHH BCE paBHO 3aCTaBJISI CECTPY OCTAHABIMBATHCS M 3apPUCOBBIBATH X
B CBOH OJIOKHOT, IMOTOMY 4TO B JIyIlie OH ObUI CAMBIM HACTOSIIIIEM KOJUIEKIIMOHEPOM, MTPaB/a CO CBO-
MU OCOOEHHOCTSIMHU.

— CrpaHHoe oulyIieHe, He 3aMevaellb ? — por3Heca BApYT lkeHHa, OKMHYB B3IVI10M MECT-
HOCTb.

— Bpone nert. [IxxenHa, uto 3107 — OCTUH yKa3aJj JIaJIOHbIO Ha My3bIpb, TOYHEE YTO-TO HATIOMU-
Halolee MbUTBHBIH My3bIpb. OH He 3aayMbIBasiCh IPOTSIHYJ CBOIO PYKY K HEMY.

— He tporaii! — ucnyraHHO OKJIMKHYJIa €r0 CecTpa, CXBaTUB ero 3a pyky. — 51 mpocuna teds
ObITh OocTOpoXkHer. OTKyaa Mbl 3HaeM, 4To 310? [IpocTo NoiaEM nabiie.

— Ilouemy ThI peraenn?

— MHe onsiTh MOBTOPUTH? — OTBETHJIA BOIIPOCOM Ha Borpoc IxeHHa u OCTHH, CMUPUBIIKCS,
otnpasuics gajsiue. Ho Takoe criokoicTBrE MPOIOIKAIOCh HEAOMTO.

— Cmotpu emg onuH, u emé! Mx yxe nenbix nsars! [keHHa, 94T0 9TO MOXKET ObITh?

— 41 He 3Har0.

— Hy, a TeI MOXeIIb caenaTh npeanoaoxenue?

— 41 coepienHo He 3Haw! [longxoaut?

— A MOXET OHHM He OTIaCHBI, THI BE[lb COBEPIIIEHHO HUYETO He 3HAelllb, — TPOJOJIKaJl HACTAUBATh
OctuH, MOTOMY KaK JIIOOOIMBITCTBO C KaX/I0W CEKYHJIOM B HEM JIUIIH Pa3ropayioch.
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— MpI nipocTo MoiaEM Jasbiie, — noBTopuia [keHHa, HO ¢ KaxX/bIM IIaroM OHa HauyMHaJIa
MOHMMAaTh, YTO 3TO JOBOJIBHO CJIOKHO, TOUHEE CKa3aTh, HeBO3MOXHO! Kak MoXHO mpocTo uaru
TI0 JIeECy, KOrJja BOKPYT TeOsl mapsAT BojsiHble chepbi?

— Onu noBciofy, OyATO OKPYKWIM Hac! A BOPYT 3TO cMepTeibHO? — mipeayioxkua OCTHH.

— Th1 ke cam mpeyiaraia JOTPOHYThCS.

— IIxenna! OH y Tebs1 B Bosocax!

—Yro? I'ne? — JI’keHHa pe3KUM JBUKEHUEM PYKU CMaxHyJa BOJSHOM 1iap.

— Tax 10 HUX MOX)HO JOTpOoHYThCA?! S TOKE XOuy! — OCTUH TYT K€, HE pa3yMbIBasi, CXBATHII
PYKOW OHY U3 «Kallesib», U OHA pacrajach y HEro B pykax Ha COTHIO MajieHbkux. — Cmotpu! OHu
JIeTAT OoTTyja!

— OcTuH, OCTaHOBUCH! — cKOMaHAoBaja JI)keHHa, HO 3TO ObUIO aOCOJIOTHO OECCMBICIIEHHO,
MOTOMY UTO, €CJT BOBpeMsI He cxBaTUTh OCTHHA 32 PYyKY, TO OH HU 32 YTO HE OCTAHOBHUTHCS.

— OcruH, 0 4éM s Te0s MPOCH. .. Jia...

[Nepen HUMM OTKPBLTIOCH HEOOJIBIIIOE 03€PO, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO KPYKHUJIO OTPOMHOE MHOKECTBO
Kariesib Bojibl. OHM OTpaskali COTHEUHBIA CBET U Ka3aJIoCh, OYITO HAXOAMIIBCS CPEH 3BE3/I, TOJIBKO
auéM. Ha kask1o¥ cBepKast paykKHbIi OTONECK, 0TYero o0Ias KapTUHa CTAHOBUJIACH eIIE KpacovHee.

— 310 npocto HeBeposATHO! Hukora paHbliie Takoro He BUjIENa, — MPU3HAJa CecTpa.

— Hy torna soBu! — OctuH B3s11 0iHY U3 cep U KUHYI npsamo B [xeHHy. — [lomyyaii!

—Octun!!! He nenaii Tak! § HeHaBUKY BOIly | — BRIKPUKHYJIA CECTPa, BHITUPAsi pyKaBOM MOKPOe
JIVILIO, YTO JIMIIb emE OOJbIIe pa33aJopuiio Opara.

— Jla neyxenu. Toraa noBu emig, Tol, 3aHyaa! — nporosriaacui OCTUH.

— Ocrun! {1 60mbie ¢ TOOOH He pasroBapuBaio! f ke mompocuia Teds Tak He JesarTh!

— 3nas te1! — orBeTM OCTUH W, C TPYCTHBIM BBIPaXKEHME JIMIIA, OTBEPHYJICS K CECTpe CIU-
Hou. JI’KeHHa W BIpaBay He OUYEHb-TO JIIOOWIIA, Korjaa B He€ Opocatotcs Bogoi. Ho, oTkazas Gpary
B 9TOM Urpe, OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIO OLIyILEHHE MOHeNnpusATHe. HeMHOro nopasmbiciuB, OHa B3sijia
OJIMH U3 BOJSHBIX IIAPOB M HampaBmia ero npssMo B OcTuHa.

—Heyxemu? Torpa nonyyaii! — OHa nonasa BoAssHOM cepoyi PsIMO B TOJIOBY U BCE €0 BOJIOCHI
BMUT CTaJI MOKPbIMHU.

— 2:1 B MOI0O TIOJIB3Y, 5 TeOsI BCE paBHO OOBITPaio0, TOTOBbCs !

— OcruH, g Beob KUHYJIA TOJBKO pa3. Tombko He B 0! — HO OBUTO yike To31HO, J)keHHa BCs
CTOsIJIa MOKpasi.

Tak onu mpourpamu okoyio 30 MUHYT — 3TO ObUT MAKCUMYM, KOTOPBIA MOTJIa BhIJIEPKaTh CECTpA.
JIkeHHe KOHEYHO MOHPABHJIACH 9Ta UTPa, HO HE HACTOJIBKO Ke.

Onu caenanu HeOOJBIION NiepepbIB. [)keHHa MpoBepriIa BOAY Ha BKYC: OHa HMYEM He OT/IMYa-
Jack OT 0ObIYHOM. BriGopa y HUX 0c000 He ObLIO, TOITOMY OHA HaroHuIa duisru. bpar ¢ cecrpoii
HAKUHYJIM PIOK3aKU Ha TUIEYU U MPOJOJIKWINA CBOU JIOJTUI U JJIMHHBIN MyTh, KOTOPBIMA CTaJl TPOXO-
JWTh HeAAJIEKO OT OOJIBIIOro OOphIBA.

3a BpeMsi, IOKa OHM IIUTM W UTPa B BOIsHYIO OUTBY, [I’KEHHa ycriena rmo3adbiTh O CBOEM
KOIIIMape, 4ero ¢ Hell yxke I1aBHO He Obu10. OHM IO 0 HEOOJBIIIOTO JIepeBa, T/Ie CecTpa penmia
YCTPOHUTH OYepeHOM mprBaj. [ keHHa Havana pa3oupath Bemy, a OCTHH YTO-TO PUCOBAJ Ha 3eMJie
HeOONBIION MaouKoi. BApPYr OH 3aMeTH1 KaMeHb, KOTOPBI UMeJT OYeHb TPUBJIEKATeIbHYI0 (hOpMY
Y CBepKaJl Ha coHIle. OH HAOMHMJI eMy Kakoe-To ouepeiHoe cyiectBo. OCTHH, He CIPOCUB pa3pe-
IIEHHM s, Cpasy MoJie3 MPsIMO K HEMY, K Kpato 0OpbiBa. [[)keHHa 3aHMMaJlach CBOMM PIOK3aKOM, TIOTOMY
YTO B OJIHOM MECTe Pa3OIIENCs IIIOB.

— IlxxeHHa! — mpokpuya BApYr KTo-1o. OHa pe3ko o0epHyIach, HO HUKOTO He 3ameTunsa. Ona
pelmia, 4To JOJITO He Cliaia v e BIIOJTHE MOTJIO MOKa3aThCsl, HO Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE €€ CHOBA OKJIMK-
Hynu. — [IxeHHa!
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Ona BcTasia, ocMatpuBasich o cropoHam. Hukoro He 6pu10. TyT [I)eHHa oHs1a, uTo 1 OCcTHHA
TOXe HeT. MpayHble MBICJI Haval OKYTHIBaTh €€ CO3HAaHUE, a BOOOpakeHHe HaOMpasio 0O0POTHI
C KaXIbIM yIapOM Cepaia.

— OcruH, Th TAE?! — MO3BaJIa OHA, CTAPASCh 3AITYIIUTh BOJIHY MAHUKU, KOTOpask HEYyMOJIUMO
nojicTynana onmke u 6make. — OCTHH, 3TO HE CMEIIHO !

Crosiia abcommoTHas THIIMHA, YTO enié Oonbiiie 3acTaBiisiio [keHHy Oecriokontcs. Ho Tyt oHa
yBUJIeNa Kakoe-To jJBrskeHre. OHa 3ametwia pyku OcTuHa, nepxkabiinuecs 3a cambiil kpaid. Cectpa
MUTOM puHYJachk k Hemy. [TomgOesxaB k kpaio, [IxxenHa yBuena OcTuHa, 0 yxkaca, HATyTraHHOTO U eJie
JeprKaBILIErocs 3a Kpail.

— Tonbko He BoJHYyICH, 1 TeOs BhiTamly! — OCTHH CHOBA He M3/1aJT HA €IMHOTO 3BYKa, OH ObLI
CJTUIIKOM HamyraH. [I’KeHHa cHayaia XoTeJia MPOCTO BRITAHYTH €ro 3a pyku. Ho motom noHsiia, 4to
13 9TOTO HUYETO HE BBIAJET, [IOTOMY UTO OpaT ObUT /I He€ CITUIIKOM TSIKENIbIA M OHAa MOTJIa TIPOBa-
JIMThLCSL BMecTe ¢ HUM. M TorJa oHa mpuymMaia HOBbI I1aH. [[)keHHa moniesna npsMo K Hemy. Koe
KaK yJIepKMBAsCh 3a BBICTYII, OHA Havasa nojarackuBath OcTrHa HaBepx. CHavyaa COBCEM HUYEro
HE BBIXOIWJIO, HO BCE ke Omaromapst Tomy, 4to OCTHH XBaTaJiCsi U BIMBAJICS B 3eMJII0 30 BCEX
CHJI, OH cMor BbIOpaThcs. Ho mosiBuiack HoBas mpoOniema: Terepb J[keHHa He MOIjia BIOpaThCs.
Bce e€ cuibl ynum Ha TO, 4TOOBI BRITOJNKHYTh OCTHHA U Tereph OHA He MOIJIa SJIeMEHTAPHO IMOI-
TAHYTh ceOs HaBepX. BhICTyN moj HoraMu Havalsl ochimathest. OcTrHa OYATO Mapajru30Bajio, a CHII
y JIKeHHBI C KaXJOW CEKYHJIOW CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE MeHbIlle U MeHbIe. V1 BOT BBICTYIT OOPYIIWIICS
OKOHYaTeJIbHO U JI’KeHHa MOBUCIIA, YAEPKHUBASICH 32 KOPEHD JepeBa, KOTOPOE POCIIO MPSIMO Y 0OphIBA.
Ho ona He morma 6ombine aepxarbes. «OCcTUH!» — B OTYAassHUM BBHIKpUKHYJIA oHa. «OCTUH, caenai
yro-HUOYb! [IpuHecu BepEBKy !» — HO oTBeTa He ObL10. [Tanbiibl cockanb3piBanu. Jepkanu e€ TOJIbKO
8, motom 7, 5, 4... I TyT B rojioBe CHOBa MPOHECIOCH 3TO cJIoBO «OTiycTh». OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, UYTO
OoJIbIle He MOXKET JepKaThes. «OTIyCTH» — IPOJOIIKAT HacTauBaTh rojioc. OqHa monosrHa JkeHHBI
TOBOPHJIA, YTO HYKHO MPUCITYIIATHCS, a Ipyrasi CUuTasIa 3T0 MoJHbIM Oe3ymuem. U BcE ke oHa crie-
Jajia MocjeiHee YCUIUe U OTITYCTUJIA KOPEHb. ..

&k

— Cwmortpu, Ixenna! [Ipakon! — OCTHUH yKa3ajl cecTpe Ha OJHO W3 OOJakoB. PasrisasiBaTh
oOJsaka OBUIO OJIHUM M3 WX JIIOOMMBIM pa3BjedeHUi. DTO CJIOBHO COPEBHOBAHHUE Ha JIydlllee BOOO-
paxkeHne, KOTOpOoe HUKOT/A He 3aKaHUYMBAIOCh Ybel-InO0 modenon, moroMy Kak [[xeHHa cunrana,
410 (paHTa3Msl — BeJIMUMHA OTHOCUTENIbHAS. A BOT il Opar Obl1 coBceM apyroro MHeHus. OH Mor
BOOOPA3UTh BCE, YTO YTOTHO U3 YETO YTOHO.

— I'ne ToI cMoT pasmisiaeTs JpakoHa? — HEMOHMMAIOLIE BIJISIIBIBAJIACH B HEOO cecTpa.

— BoH Tam, cMoTpu, — Opat ykasas HarpasJieHHe JIa/IOHBIO.

— Bonbioe 0651ak0, CIOBHO OTKPHIBAIOINASICS MACTb.

— [To-moemy, Gosbllie Ha KaKylo-TO YTKY CMaxHBaeT.

— Cama ThI yTKa, 310 ApakoH! — OypkHyn OCTuH.

— JlagHo, mycTh OyAeT JpakoH. A BOH TaM OOJIaKo, TMPsIM Kak IEHOK, — KuBHYJa JKeHHa,
HO Opart yxe ObUT PelrTeIbHO HACTPOEH Ha MECTb.

— CoBceM He TIOXO3xe, OOJIbIIIe CMAaXUBAET HA TUTAHTCKOTO €Xa.

— A exa To Thl TaM T7e yBujen?

— Ila BoT kxe. Bot y Hero Hoc. OH emé coBHO HeceT s10710K0. [ToueMy Tl ero He BUAMIIL?

— 4 Tak He mMory (paHTa3upOBaTh.

— Kak umenHo? — He nonsun cectpy OcTuH.

— $1 nmry B o6nakax 4To-TO 3HAKOMOE IO CUJTYITY, & Thl TIOJIOBUHY JOTYMBIBACIIIb CaM.

— Hy 1 4T0? — cCHOBa OOMKEHHO OTKJIMKHYJICS Opat, pelirB, 4TO CecTpa B OYepeTHON pa3 HaJl
HUM HaJICMEXaeTcsl.
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— Boo0Oirie-1o st iMena BBHY, UTO B TBOEM MPEACTABJICHUU €CTh YTO-TO TaKOEe, Yero s YBUJIETh
HE MOTY. DTHM ThI ¥ BBIJICJISICIIBCS . . . — Yepe3 MrHOBeHue [ )keHHa OyITO OYHYyJIach OT CHA M Cpa3y ke
rocTrapayiack CMeHUTh TeMy — Hy BcE, XBaTUT Ha oOJaka MsUTUThCS, HAI0 Obl YTO-HUOY/Ib U TIOJIE3HOE
3a JIeHb CHeTaTh.

&k

Mpiciu cMmenaiuch, HO OfHa BCE ke ropesia sipue octajibHbix: «Heyxenu 3to kKoHer?». OHa
ObLJ1a y)Ke TOTOBa COMPUKOCHYThCS ¢ TBEPIOM 3eMiiéil. OHa 3aKpblia I71a3a, HaJesiCh, YTO TO BCETO
JIMIIb OYEPEeHON KOIIMap U OHa cKOpo o4HETCs. Ho TyT e€ majieHue mpekpaTtuioch, HO 9TO Oblia
HE 3eMJIS1. .. DTO UTO-TO MsArKoe. .. OHa MouyBCTBOBaJIA JIETKUi BeTepok. YUto ciryunsoch? OHa ocTo-
POKHO OTKpbLJIA IVla3a M yBHJEJAa CEpylo LIEepCTh, KOTOPasl MOJ HAlloOpOM BETpa ABUIrajlach CJIOBHO
BOJIHBL. [ToTOM OHa 3ameTwiia OONbIIINE KPbUTbsi, 1 HAKOHEI TIOHSUIA, KTO €€ CIacUuTelb.

— MsneBaembes? YUto x Thl paHblle HE MOKa3blBajl, YTO YMeEIlb JieTaTb? — TOJIBKO M CMOIJIa
BBIJOXHYTH [[)keHHa, Ha 4TO PaycT HEJIOBOIBLHO 3apbIvall, CJIOBHO ToBopwi: «M 310 TBOSI Grnaromap-
HOCTb 7».

— JIagno, n3BuHu. Bosnbloe tebe criacn0o. Moxellb crarh ¢ HAMH B ITAJIaTKE, CKOJIBKO 3aXO0-
Yellb, — OTBETWIA eMy JI’KeHHa, Ha 9TO OOJIBIION KPBUIATHIN KOT OH0OpUTETbHO 3aMypuait. OHM Mof-
JIeTesTM K 3TOMY OMAacHOMY MECTy M COBEPIIMIN «MSATKYI0 MOocaaKy». OCTUH BCE emé CTosI, Kak
HE KMBOM, a B pyKax CKUMaJl HeOOMbIIION KaMeHb. [[’keHHa He cTajla MeUIMTh HA CEKYH[IbI U Pelllu-
TEJILHO HaIpaBWJIach K Opary.

— Tot yto BOOOMmIE TBOpUIB?! Pagu BOT 3Toro kamus? Jla Thl BOOOIE MOHUMAEIh, YTO
MOIJIO Obl CTy4uThCSl He Oyab MeHs psjoM... u ®Paycra. Tl HUKOrga MEHs He CIyllaellb, BCe-
I71a Jefaenb BCE mo-cBoemy. UeM s 3acily’kuiia Takoe OTHOIIEHHe K cede? — ObICTPO MPOroBOpHIIa
JxenHa. Korna oHa 3akoHuYMIIa, BCE BOKPYT MOIPY3UIOCh B ModaHue. OHU MPOCTOSUIA TaK OKOJIO
napbl MUHYT, Tioclie yero J)keHHa mpocto noponuia K OCTUHY U KPEernKo OOHsIIa €ro U eJie CIIBIIIHO
npoientaia — I3BUHY, S O4eHb UCITyTrasach.

— MmbI cHOBa /py3bsi? — OCTOPOXKHO MPHUIIOAHSUT TooBy OCTHH, 0OOSICh 3aryisiibIBaTh CECTpe
B IV1a3a.

— KoneuHo f1py3bs1, BCE yXe XOpOIIO, — TUXO OTBETWJIA OHA M yXke OoJsiee CepbE3HBIM TOHOM
no6asuna. — Ho mooGerait Gosbliie Tak He eaTh U BCEIia MEHsI CITYIIAThCS.

Ho Octun He crienmus ¢ OTBETOM.

— O0emaens? — HagaBwia JxeHHa.

— O6emato, — HakoHell oTBeTUI OCTHH, KOTOPBIA BEPOSATHO COBEPIIIEHHO HE COOMPAJICS 3TOMY
caenoBath. TyT nopommén dayct v mprKaics K HAM, — A Thl He XOTeJia ero 6parb.

— 51 Toxe Mory ommbarscs.

— XoTen cupocuTh, a TOYEMY Thl HE MOIJIa CITyCTUTBCS 110 BEPEBKE, KOHELL [TPUBSI3aB K JepeBy ? —
BApyr npousHéc OctuH, nociue yero JxeHHa, 0CO3HaB CBOIO OIPOMETYMBOCTD TYT ke MOCIelna
CMEHUTDb TEMY.

— Chnymiaii, yMHHK, cCOOMpaid proK3aK U TOWIEM Jajibliie. XOpOIIO XOTh Thl MEHsI IMO3BaJ, a TO
s Tak ObI HUYETO U HEe 3aMeTHIa.

— ¢ TeOs1 1 He 3BaL

—IIpaBaa? — ynuBuiack J[)keHHa, HO JIOTaJaBIIUCh, YTO OpaT HAUYHET e€ paccIpaliiBaTh, TOTYAC
rocTapajlacb OTMaxHyTbcs. — HaBepHOe nokasanock.

Bpar u cectpa ObIcTpo cOOpaiy CBOM BEIH, MOTOMY YTO UM COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh OCTABATHCS
B 9TOM Mecrte. Bech octaBimiics AeHb OHU POBEJH HUKAK. OHU MPOILLIH YKe JOBOJILHO JI0JITO U IIPO-
cTo oueHb ycranu. [lepes Tem, Kak yittu [[)xeHHa 06epHyIach IOCMOTPETh Ha 00pbIB. OHA MPEeKpacHO
MOHUMAJIA, YTO CITyYMBIIIeecs: He MOIJIO OBITh TPOCTHIM CoBMaieHueM. «KTo 3ToT uenoBek? Uro emy
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HY)KHO?» — MBICJIU TaK U prTI/IJII/ICI), HO OJHO Cﬁ 6I)IJIO N3BECTHO — 9TU KOH_[Mapr HE HpOCTO IIJIOXH
CHOBH/JICHHUSI, & HEUTO ropasio OoJblIiiee.
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I'naBa 3. Bcem HyKeH nepepbiB

Crosut TEMIBINM COTHEUHBIN IeHb. bpart ¢ cectpont permian HUKyga He uaTi. OHM HalllI 9yaec-
HelIllee MECTO B TeHH IO JePEBOM U OcTaauch TaM. OCTHH JOCTa CBOi OJIOKHOT M Havasl pHCO-
BaThb, IOTOMY KaK MM YAAJOCh YBUJIETh HOBOE cyllecTBo. Hemogan€ky or ux mpuBajia HaxXoquJcs
KyCT ¢ srogamu. J)keHHa Morya Obl MPEATIONOKUTh, YTO STO OOBIYHASI TOMYOMKA, HO 3Hasl, YTO 3TO
JOBOJIHO HEOOBIYHbIE MECTA OHA HE pelliach IeJ1aTh Takue 3aspiaeHus. K kycry nogodpasocs cyiie-
CTBO, YE€M-TO HarloOMMHaollee OesIKy, HO HEMHOIO MeHbllle. BMecTo mymmcToro xBocra y He€ Obul
OBAJIBHBII SIPKO-3€JIEHBIN JIUCT, KaK TOT, YTO OOBIYHO pacTET Ha JepeBe. Bmecto yiek y 3Toi HeoObId-
HOI OeJIOUKM ObLIM BETOYKH, KOTOpBIE OBUTH CX0XM ¢ poramu. Ha MasieHpKOM, 1IBeTa KPOHBI Ay0a,
TeJIbIIe PACIIONarajoch HECKOJIBKO KPYIJIBIX OTMETHH, KOTOpPbIe ObLIM MOXOKHM Ha KOJIbIA y CTAPOrO
nHs. Hy a eciin oueHb BHIMATEbHO MPUIIISAETHCS, TO BBl ObI CMOIVIM pasriIsiieTh, YTO Ha Hell ObLIN
3€JICHOBATBIE OCTPOBKM M3 Mxa. OCTUH peIIn, YTO HA30BET 3TO CYIIECTBO «APEBU», IIOTOMY YTO
9Ta OeJIoYKa CJIOBHO B MaJIeHHKOM pa3Mepe BOILIONIAIO BCE, YTO MOTYT XPaHUTh B ceOe JepeBb,
JOJITOXKUTENH JIeca.

JlxenHa xe, moka OCTHH YBJIEKCS HOBBIM PHCYHKOM, MOIJIa TIO3BOJIUTD ceOe CIIOKOMHO MOYH-
TaTh KHUTY. XOTS CTOMT Y4€CTb, YTO 3TO yeJMHEHHE MPOAIMIOCH BCErO Mapy MUHYT, IOTOMY YTO
Opaty noHagoomIach nomoins. Paycry pemeHue cueaaTh NpUBajl TOKe OUYeHb MPHUILIOCH N0 JyIIie.
OH ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM PACTSHYJICS Ha TPaBe U NOTPY3UJICA B CIIOKOMHBINA JTHEBHOM COH. JIErkum Betep
LIEJIECTEN JIMCThS, TIE-TO BIAJIEKE Pa3laBaICs rojIoc Kypyalero pyubs. OTIMYHBIN A€Hb, KOTOPBIU
HEBOJILHO HaBEN OCTHHA HA CYACTIIMBBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS.

&Kk

— JIxeHHa, noBu! — BBIKpUKHYJ OcTuH, OpocuB cectpe Ma4. CecTpa ylauHoO ycrielsia noiMarb
1ojiauy, MHaye TOT ONpeJeIEHHO YTroau Obl B FOPIIOK C LIBETKOM.

— Moxer He ceiiyac? — cripocuia JIkeHHa, nblTasch U30exaTh pa3pylIeHHs oMa.

— Hasaii! CoBcem 4yTb-4yTh, IaCyi MHe!

— Hy nanHo, noBu! — JI’xeHHa OCTOpOXHO KuHYyJIa M4 OcTHHY.

— Kro0 Tak kugaer? — chs13BUII Opat M MEepeKUHYI Mofady 0OpaTHO CecTpe.

— Tak 3710 17151 TeOs1 cmabo? A Kak Hacu€r sroro? — JIKeHHa 3aMaxHy/ach M OpOCHIa CO BCer
cuiibl. Msu cuitbHO ynapuin OcTuHy B HOTY. BpaT KOpOTKO BCKPUKHYJI M CXBAaTWIICA 3a ITOCTPaaBLIee
MECTO.

— M3BuHM, noxaiyiicra, s He XoTeJa.

— Tl cama HanpocHack! — 0OBSABHI Opart, IOHECCS MPSIMO Ha CECTPY U MTOBAJIWII €€ Ha 3eMJTIO. —
Hy u kto-Tenepb BbUrpan?

— Hy 181 y MeHs# ceifuac nomy4uis! — cectpa ¢ JIEFKOCTBIO CKMHYJIa OpaTa 1 Hayasla ero MmieKo-
TaTh, OTYETO TOT Cpa3y ke NOTePsU1 [JIABEHCTBYIOLLEE MOIOKEHHE.

JI’keHHe He YacTO HpaBUJIMCh HOBbIE 3a{yMKH OCTHHA, HO ObUIM M UT'PBI, KOTOPbIE BCETIa MOIJIH
YrOOUTh UM 000MM. DTO BCAUECKME pas3BiiedeHus ¢ MsuoM. MHorna onu urpanu B pyt0oI1, a MHO-
I71a ¥ IPOCTO NIEPEKUABIBAIM APYT IPYTy, YTO OOBIYHO OHU JIeJIajiy Yalle ocTanbHoro. M mouemy-to
MMEHHO TaKhe HelpuMeyvaTeslbHble U MPOCThIE UTPbl OKa3bIBAIOTCS CaMbIMM MHTepecHbIMU. HaBep-
HOE, MOTOMY YTO OHM HOSIBJISIIOTCS COBEPILEHHO CIIOHTAHHO U CTAHOBATCS OJHUM M3 CHMBOJIOB
VCTUHHOM JIPYyXKOBI.
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— IIxxeHHa, — OKJIMKHYJA OCTHH, OMPOKUHYB OJIOKHOT Ha 3eMITIO.

— Yt0? — oTO3BANACh CEeCTpa, MPOAOIKAs CMOTPETh B KHHUTY M BCE eIé He Opocasi MOMbITKA
COCPEeOTOUUTHCS.

— aBaii nokuaaem Msid, Kak foma?

— V Hac mMa4a Her.

— A... Hy pna, s 3a0bU1, — pa30yapOBaHHO OTBETWUJI OpaT M 3aMeTUJI 3aTyMaHEHHOE JIUIIO
cectphl. — Be€ xoporo?

— Xoporo, — cyxo otBeTuIa emy Jl:keHHa.

— Her, 1 TOYHO BUKY, YTO ThI IPYCTHASI.

— TBou NpUKITIOYEHUST — ITO KOHEYHO 37I0pPOBO, HO MHE HE XBATAET TOTO IMOKOS U YIOTa B HAIIIEM
MaJIeHbKOM JIOMUKe. MHe XO4eTCsl TUIIIMHBI, yMUPOTBOPEHHUsI, XOTs Obl HeHaoiro. [Tonumaens?

— Tol kazeelib 0 TOM, YTO MbI ITOLIINA ?

— Her, mpocTo 51 4enoBek MoCTOsTHHBIN, MHE He BCET/1a HPaBSITCS TAKKE IONTHE TIEPEMEHBI, — TEM
BpeMeHeM PaycT MOTSHYJICS U PacipaBUil KPbUIbsi, TOTOM TMOBAJIMJICS Ha CIIMHY U CHOBA 3a/ipeMalt —
€ro BCE yCTpauBaJlo.

OcCTyH MOJHS YIABIIUH OJIOKHOT M YCTaBWJICS HAa HOBYIO ITYCTYIO CTpaHMILy. B roioBy coBcem
HUYero He nmpuxoauio. [Toxoxe gaxe ero OypHoe BOOOpakeHUe cerofiHs He padoraet. Beapb nepepu-
COBAaTh CYIIECTBO 3TO OJHO, & BOT MPUAYMaTh COOCTBEHHOE COBCEM APYToe.

Uepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMs COJHIIE COBCEM CKPBUIOCH, @ HA CMEHY €My BbIIUIA sIpKasl JIyHa.
B masieHpKO# MasiaTKe I0TUJIMCh BMecTe Opart, cecTpa U OOJIBIIION KPbUIaThIi KOT. [IKeHHe B ouepe/-
HOM pa3 cHwics KommMap. OHa B3/iparvBania, a cepiie HauMHajIo OUThCS BCE CUJIbHEE M CHIIbHEE.
JIkeHHa MOMHIJIA TOT MOMEHT Ha OOpbIBE, HO HE MOIJIA MOHSATH, 3a4eM K€ TOrga €€ MpogoIKa0T
TaK My4YMTb?

OcTuH HUKaK He MOT YCHYTb. Ero Gecriokonsm yacteie KommMapsl cecTpbl. «MIx He ObLI0, Koraa
MBI JKWJIU B iepeBHE y rop. Moxer, Ha He€ Tak AeUCTBYeT 3To myTeuiecTBre? MoXkeT, 3T0 s1 BAHOBAT?
Ecnu Ob1 51 He yOexat, oHa He Momuia Obl 32 MHOW, M MBI OBl OCTaJIUCh JIOMa, OHa OblIa OBl CYACTIINBA
1 eil Obl yAaJIoCh CIOKOWHO TMOCHaTh, He OECMOKOSICh O TOM, YTO UM MOXET I'PO3UTh OMACHOCTb» —
pasmbiusiT OctuH. OH X0Tesn ObUIO JOCTaTh U3 PIOK3aKa KHUTY, KaK B KYCTaX YTO-TO HAYaJIO IIeBe-
muthest. OCTHH pelniI, YTo eMy MOKa3ajoch, HO PsJIOM C MaJIaTKOW MPOIUIbLIA TEHb.

— JI’keHHa, — MPOIIENnTal OH, HO XOTh €l M CHUJICSA KOIIMap, crajia cecTpa OYeHb KPEemnKo. —
JxeHHa, npocHUCh. TyT uTO-TO He Tak. [lxeHHa!

Omna nmaxe u He TymMasia mpockinatbess. OH Hauasl TOPMOIIUTH €€ 3a TUIEYH, HO 9TO He TIOMO-
rano. OCTUH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO MPHOIMKaeTcs BCE Ommke U Onuxke, M eMy CTajo COBCEM
He 110 ceOe. bpar He 3Haj, Kak pa30yauTh CECTpy, HO TYyT €My B TOJIOBY MPUIILIA OfIHA MBICIIb.

— JI)xeHHa, Mbl XOMsIKa OCTaBUJIM! — BCKPUKHYJI OH M 3aMETHJI, Kak [[)keHHa MTHOBEHHO TOJI-
CKOUMJIa, OYATO YCTIbIIIAJIA TIOKAPHBINA KOJOKOJT.

— Kak ato ocraBumm? Korga? ['ne? — cipocuiia mostyCOHHbIM rojiocoM JlkeHHa.

— Psnom ¢ manaTkoi KTo-To ecTh, — 00BSICHII Opart 1 B 3TOT K€ MHT TIO MTPaBYI0 CTOPOHY CHOBA
YTO-TO 3aIIEBETAIOCh.

— OcraBaiicst BHyTpu! — cpa3y e ckoMaHoBa1a Jl>keHHa

— Yro THI Oyerb enarh?

— Em€ He 3Ha10, HO MPOCTO CUAETh MBI HE MOXKEM.

— Torna 51 ¢ T060i, — 3as18M1 OCTUH, TPUHSIBILIKCH PHITHCS B PlOK3aKke [IKeHHBI C TeJIbI0 OThIC-
KaTb OpYXKHe.

— Her, ocranbcs 3aech U He Criopb, — cecTpa OAHUM JBMKEHHUEM BBIXBATHJIA CBOW PIOK3aK
M JoCcTasla KapMaHHBIN HOXK. [Ipy Takux pe3kux ABMKeHusIx HacTopoxuics u Payct. OH Bera, crie-
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JIajl yIop Ha MepeHue Jialbl, IUIOTHO MPUKaB YIIM K rojioBe. I poxoT Bo3pacTai co BCeX CTOPOH.
JIkeHHa ycrena MpearnoioKUThb, YTO UX yYKE OKPYKIIIH.

— Cunu THXO, HU 3BYKa, — mMKHYIA [IxxenHa Ha OctuHa. OHa 3amMeTnia, Kak OpaT Havasl HepB-
Hu4ath. B 3TOM rpoxore [l)eHHa cMoriia pacciabimarh Tonot. OHa OCTOPOKHO BHIIJISIHYJIA U3 MATaTKU
Y 3aMEeTHJIa JIOBOJIBHO HEOOBIYHYIO CIIEHY.

Jiony B OfesiHUAX KOPUYHEBBIX OTTEHKOB CHIEIM BEPXOM Ha CyIIecTBax, Kakux OCTuH
u [Ixenna emé ve Bugear. OHU HAOMUHAIM COOAK U JIOMIAIei OJHOBPEMEHHO: MX IIEPCTh OTIMBAJIA
OOpIIOBO-KOPUYHEBBIM I[BETOM, JIamlbl ObUTH JUTMHHBIE (TIPSAM Kak y JIOMA/Iei), Ha CIIMHE BUJHEINCh
cénma, a Ha Moprax y3aedyku. TyjnoBuile U janbl ObTM TOHKUMH U XYIbIMU, HO 9TO COBEPILEHHO
HE MeIaio UM JIepXaTh Hae3AHUKOB. [I)KeHHa pelmia, YTo BEPOSTHO 3TO OblIa MX MPUPOIHAS OCO-
6enHoctb. Haesquuku okpyxumu nanatky OctuHa v [IKeHHY U HAalpaBWJIM HA HUX CBOU OCTpbIe
Meur. O/IMH YeJI0BEeK CJIE3 CO CBOETO CYILECTBA, BBIIIE U3 Kpyra U HalpaBWICS IPSIMUKOM K JIKeHHe.

— Kro BBI? — pe3ko cipociit MyxurHa, Ha By JieT S0. OcoOeHHO BbliesiIach ero Oenas 6opoaa
Y CBETJIBIE BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO MIOCE/IEBILINE, KAK Y CTAPHUKA.

— Mory 3a7aTh BaM TOT ke BOMPOC, — MpsIMO oTBeTuIa [I’keHHa, 3aKpbiBasi coOoi Opara.

— BblI ¢ ceBepa? — CHOBa INOMHTEPECOBAJICS HAE3IHUK.

— Ckopee ¢ 3anaja, — [I)xeHHa peluia He CIIOPUTD U MOTBITAThCS pa30UTHUCh MUPHBIM ITyTEM. —
MBbI 1ITH JOBOJIBHO JOJITO, TIO3TOMY 51 HE MOTY OBITh YBEpEeHa.

— U otkyna xe BbI?

— MBI ¢ HeGosbIION nepeByHIKU «Postmy», 4To mox ropoit. MosxeT ciipimam?

— DTO0 IOBOJILHO THIXOE MECTO, pa3Be OTTyJa KTO-HUOYIb BBIXOAUT? — YIUBHUIICS HE3HAKOMEII,
TMIOJIO3PUTENILHO OTJISIIBIBAS X TAJIaTKY.

— JKuBoi npumep npsiMo niepes; Bamu, — Ha ronoc [[xeHHsl BoiOpasicst dayct, KoTopblid coou-
pasicst ObII0 OpOCUTCS B aTaky, HO, 3alPUMETUB JIPYTHX CYIIECTB, CIOKOWHO CelT M Havasl BHUMa-
TEJILHO UX paccMaTpuBaTh.

— Tak BOT moyemy KpoBJiepbl HE 3aIlaHUKOBAJIN, — HE3HAKOMEL Cpa3y CMEHWJI YIPIOMOE Bblpa-
JKeHue Jmia Ha 6osee qoopomyiHoe. — KpbuiaThlil KOT — I0OBOJIBHO PeIKOe ¥ MPUBEPENTUBOE CO3/1a-
Hue. Kak Bam yganoch ¢ HUM 00beMHUTHLCS ?

— O6bequHUTBCS ?

— 3HauuT HAWTH OOIIMIA A3bIK. OOBIYHO K UyKaKaM OHU OTHOCATCS C 0COO0UM OCTOPOKHOCTHIO,
a JI0BEPSIOT OYEHb HEMHOT VM.

— OH ObUT MPAaKTHYECKH TIPU CMEPTH, ¥ MBI PEIIIWIIN €0 CIaCTH.

— 3710 5 pe1! — BRIKpUKHY/I OCTHH, BHICKOUMB U3 MAJIATKU.

— A 310 KTO?

— 310 Mot Opar, OctuH, — oTBeTHa [I)KeHHa, U TYT ke e€ HacTpou n3MeHwIcs. — M Hajeoch
BBl [IOHUMAETE, YTO, €CJIU MPUUMHUTE €My XOTh MAJICHIINIA Bpes, 51 He Oy/ly TaKkoW JpYKEeIT0OHOM.

— B 3TOM HeT HEOOXOOMMOCTH, — YCMEXHYJICS HE3HAaKOMell MU MaxHyJ pyKou, oOpaiiasich
K OCTAJIbHBIM. Bce OHOBpEMEHHO OIyCTWIM CBOU MeuM. — MeHs 30ByT Ilankpar. Mbl He xorenu
MPUYMHATH BaM Bpena. [locieanee BpeMst B OKpyre CTAHOBHUTCS HE OUeHb O€30IacHO, U MbI JOJIKHBI
ObLTM YOUTCS, UTO BHI. .. HE Te, 0 KOM MbI ogyMaiu. [ToiiaémTe, s MpoOBOXKY BacC JI0 HAIIIErO TOpPojIa.

— C 4ero 3T0 BBI PEIIWIU, YTO MBI MOUAEM ¢ BaMu? — OCTUH He ObLT TOTOB JOBEPATh STUM
yyxakam. — 1 o koM Bbl ogymanu?

Hesnakomerr MoHs1I, YTO 3TO HEU30EKHO U, B3JIOXHYB, HaYaJl CBOM HEOOJBIION paccKas:

— 3emJ1sl, Ha KOTOPOUW Bbl HAXOIUTECh HA3bIBAETCS KOPOJIEBCTBO Jla3ypHOro Jieca, a MpsiMo
3a HUM, Ha 3araje, JexuT 3emiss YepHoro sopaa. Mel Beerga KuiM 10 CBOIO CTOPOHY I'DaHMIIbI,
HO TOCJIeAHee BpeMsI JIIOAM JIOpAa Havalu e€ HapylaTb. Mbl He 3HaeM, IOYeMY OHU PELIWIIN BAPYT
TMIOWTH MPOTHB.

— A nipuuém 31ech Mbl? — He nepecTaBal 3aaBaTh Bopochl OCTUH, TOTOMY Kak €My TOJIBKO
YTO MPEJOCTABUIIM HEBEPOSTHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO /151 BOOOPaKEHH S, M OH HE JKeJlal OCTAaHABJIUBATHCS.
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— DTH JTIOIU KECTOKHU.

— Ho nouemy oHu Tak nocrynawor?

— NIX yuunm 3TomMy € pOKACHHUS.

— Ho 3auem? C 4yero 3to Hauanoch? — BHOBb nouHTtepecoBayicss OctuH. [TaHkpar mocmotpen
Ha J[’keHHyY, CJIOBHO OHA MOTJIa U30aBUTh €ro OT ITHX BOIMPOCOB.

— Hy na, on noBosbHO JIoO0NbITeH. — MosicHIIa [IkeHHa.

— DTOro Mbl yBbI TOXe He 3HaeM. [loBepbTe, BCE NTOBOJIBHO CIIOKHO, 32 MSTh MUHYT BCE Tak
U HEe OOBACHUTDH, — OTBETIII HE3HAKOMELI,

— C yero HaM BaM BepUTh? — HEJJOBEPUMBO cripocuiia [xeHHa.

— Ay Bac ectb BBHIOOp? — BONPOCOM Ha BOMPOC OTBETW] [laHKpaT, 4TO MOCTaBUJIO CECTPY
B TynuK. [lopa3mbICIMB HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl, OHA TIOH:IA, YTO 3TO npaBaa. K Tomy ke oHa noBepsiia
daycry 1 4yBCTBOBaJA, UTO STOT HE3HAKOMEI] TOBOPUT TpaBay. — OCTUH, coOUpail CBOU BEIIIH.

— 4 e xouy ¢ HUMU uaTH!

— Twl pa3Be He cbiman? Ham Gombiiie Hekyaa moitu. 1 He Oymy To6oi prickoBath. K Tomy ke
ec PaycT MM JOBEpsieT, TO U sl TOXKe, — OTBETHIIA cecTpa, Ha YTo OCTHH XOTeJ ObLJIO BOCIIPOTHUBUTCS,
HO BC€ k€ COIJIaCHJICH.

Bpar ¢ cecTpoil cnoxwuim najatky ¥ coopajiy Bce CBOM BeIllM B piok3aku. Hactynan coBcem
HOBBII 9Tar uX myTtemecTBysi. Tenepb UM MPEACTOUT YBUAETh MUP HE TOJIBKO CO CTOPOHBI ITPUPOIbI,
HO ¥ CO CTOPOHBI JPYTUX JIofe, ropona. JI’keHHa Aaxe ¥ He 33yMbIBalach, KaK MOTJIA Obl BBHITJISI-
IeTh JApyrue ropoja Wid JAepeBHU. A WATH B KOMIIAHUHM HE3HAKOMBIX JIIOIEH OKa3aJloCh JOBOJIBHO
HeNpUBBIYHO. He3HAKOMIIBI TOCTOSIHHO MEPEroBapuBAIICH MEKy COOOH, UTO 3acTaBiisio [ keHHY
1 OcTrHA YyBCTBOBaTh ceOs He B cBoel Tapenke. CecTpa Ha BCAKUE Clydaid cTapasiach JepKaThCs
noomke K Opary. Xoth JIXkeHHa U corlachach MOMTH, OHA He OblIa yBEepeHa B UX TOJTHOM Oe3omac-
Hoctu. Ho dayct crapascs ux ycrokouTb, OOBUB XBOCTOM.

— HManeko emg? — npodypuan OcTuH.

— Her, yxe nmoutn npunum. Octagoch TOJBKO MPOWTH 3TU AepeBbsi, — [1aHKpaT pa3aBUHYI
CTeHy W3 3apocjieid J03bl. — JJoOpo MmokaioBaTh B TOPOIOK HA JIEPeBbsX, €MHCTBEHHBIM B HAIIIUX
Kpasix.

VBuzeB 310 MecTo, JIKeHHa MOHsJIa, YTO TAKOro oHa Obl Take He BooOpasuia. [ToBciony Haxo-
IWIMCh XVDKMHBI, HO BCe OHM OyATO OBUTM YacThio pUpOAbl. Bce OHM HaXOMWIMCh Ha JEpeBbsX,
K KOTOPBIM BEJIM CUpajIbHbIEe JeCTHUIBL. OcoOyI0 posib TyT Urpajiyd CaMu JIEpeBbsl, & IMEHHO HX
IIUPOKKE U JJIMHHBIE CTBOJIBL. Mekly STUMHU JOMHUKAMU MPOBOIWINCH BHUCSYME MOCTBI, KOTOpPBIE
CHU3Y BBINJIAJEM KaK MayTuHA. Bech ropof Wi Joau MOCTOSIHHO TepeGerayii ¢ OfHOro JepeBa
Ha Jpyroe, 4To-TO pacCKa3blBaJIM JIPYT IPYry, JeTH Beceamtiuck. Ho 4ero Tyt TouHO ObUIO ¢ U30BIT-
KOM, Tak 3To BommeOHbIX cymecTB. Hekotopeix OctuH u JIKeHHa yxke BCTpedaad IO JO0pore,
a 0 HEKOTOPBIX Jlake HMKOTIA U He JIOTaAblBaIUCh. Tak, Harpumep, 3/1ech ObUT OOJBIION pOraThiid
Me/Be/lb, KOTOPBI HEYKJIIOKE TIEPEeJBUTaJICs; MaJIEHbKHIA OCIIUK, HA KOTOPOM TOYeMY-TO ObUT Ha/IeT
T10J10CATHIIl HOYHOM KOJIAK, ¥ €1I€ MHOXKECTBO JIPYTHX.

— Kak xe kpacuBo! — He cMorva ciepxarbes [keHHa.

— A nouemy Ha JiepeBbsix? — nouHTepecoBayicsi OCTHH, 3a/IpaB roJIOBY HaBEpPX.

— Tak Ham ynoOHee opueHTHpoBaThes. [lo3xke s pacckaxy Bam BCE MOMoApoOHee, a MOoKa
OTBEy B Balll OM.

— Hamm gom? — muist OctriHa OBIIO CTPaHHO CIIBIMIATH CIOBO «JIOM», HE MOfIpa3syMeBasi PU 3TOM
UX XWKUHY B J€PEBYIIIKE.

— B sToM rogy Hamm Aena 1nui O4eHb XOpOIIO, K cyacThio. M y Hac MosiBUIIOCH CBOOOIHOE
MECTO.

— JluiHee? DTOT 10M HUKOMY He HYkeH? — ¢ COMHeHUeM YTOYHWI OCTHH.

— YenoBek, KOTOPHII HEe TaK JABHO XOTEJ B HETO MEPECceUThCs NepeayMall. YBepsiio, OH Balll.
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— Bbl pazpenraere HaMm kUTh y Bac, nomoraere Ham. [louemy? — HenOBEpUMBO B3MJISIHYJIA
IxeHHa.

— Har niec HanosHeH MHOECTBOM pasHbIX cyiiecTB. Ho ¢ Kak/pIM rogoM UX CTAaHOBUTCS BCE
MEHbIIIe U MEHbIIe, — Hayal 0ObsICHATH [laHKpar.

— INouemy? — cHOBa MOMIOOOIBITCTBOBATT OCTHH.

— OHM He mpocCThie Co3/1aHusl, B HUX JyX U cepaue JlazypHoro jeca. Ml mokuaath 3T0 MECTO
OHH MOTYT JIMIIb 10 OJHOM npuuuHe. .. Jlec ymupaer.

— Ho BbI Tak MHe U He OTBETHJIH, — HarOMHIIA J[[’keHHA, pa3yMbIBasi Hajl €ro CJIOBaMH.

— Eciu KpbLmaThiil KOT MPUHSIT Bac, 3HAYMT BBl TAKHE Ke, KaK ¥ MBI — 3AIIIATHUKU STUX 3eMeJTb.
OH Bam [10BepsieT, 3HAYUT 1 MbI TOXKE.

— ¥V Bac xe ectb npaButens? [loueMy ke oH Oe3aeicTByeT? — HEMOHMMAIOIIEe CHOBA 3aall
BOIpOC Opar.

— KoHeuHo, 3TuMH 3eMJIsSIMA PYKOBOAMT KOpoJib bapcreH. Ho koponeBckasi ceMbsi HAXOAUTbCS
IJIs1 HAC 3a CEMbIO I1eYaTsIMMU.

— [ouemy?

— Tak 6b110 Beerna. OmHak b1 MHE TIOBE3JI0 BOOUHIO YBUAETH KOPOJIs, HO TO ObLIO yKe OYeHb
JABHO, HA KOPOHAIIUHU, — B3/IOXHYJI YTOMJIEHHBIN paccripocamu [Tankpar. — Tenepsb st MOry cOnmpoBo-
IIATH Bac?

— Ha, eciu He yTpy)naet, — orBeTwia [xeHHa, kuHyB B3 Ha OctuHa. Bpar Haxomuiics
r1yOOKO B CBOMX MbIC/IsIX. OH Beerzia 000KaJl YTO-TO 3arajIouHoe, TauHcTBeHHoe. CecTpa B3IOXHYJIA,
MpeIyBCTBYS IeJIbIi Beuep 3a oOcyxkaeHreM ciioB [laHkparta.

— BoIcoThl He OouTech?

— Her, Bpoge, — [I:)xeHHa nocmotpena Ha OcTuHa, a TOT eJie 3aMeTHO KuBHYI el. — Her, onpe-
JICJIEHHO HET.

— DTO XOPOIIIO, TOTOMY YTO CaMH ITOHUMAETe, TJie Mbl TPOBOAMM OOJIBIIYIO YacTh THS, — OHU
OCTOPOKHO HayaJlv MOIHMMAThCs HaBepX. [keHHa nuta nozaau OcTrHAa, Ha Cilydai, ey TOT yHaJeT,
norimMartsk ero. [ogHuMasCh BhIIIE, OHA 3aMeTHIIa PEOSATHINEK, KOTOphie OecCTpaIliHO Oeraju Mo Bepé-
BOYHBIM MOCTaM M MEPENPHIrMBaJIM C OTHOTO Ha JPYrod. DTO BHIITISAAENO JOBOJIBHO OMACHO, HO OHU
MPOJIEIIBIBAIIA TO TaK JIOBKO, OYATO 3TO OBUIO MPOITe TPOCTOrO.

— A 3T0 He o1nacHO? — pelInsIa yTOYHUTh [IkeHHa, KuBasi B CTOPOHY YBJIEUEHHBIX UTPOM JETEH.

— OHHU BBIPOCIH 3/1€Ch, 3TO UX Cpefia. 3HAIOT KaK/IyI0 BETKY U JIOM, KaK CBOM ISATh MaJIbIIEB, —
npousHEC ¢ ropaocThio [TaHkpar, moaxoas K 0IHOMY M3 IOMOB U pacriaxuBasi JBepb. — A BOT U OH.

JlsxenHa 1 OcTUH BOILLIM BHYTpPb. JIOMUK cOCTOSIT U3 IBYX Taxei. Ha mepBom staxe pacrno-
Jarasicsi KaMyH, psJIOM C KOTOPBIM CTOSUIM JIBa Kpecya, KHMKHASI TTOJIKa, OOBUTAsI JIO30W U MaJleHb-
Kasi KyxoHbKa. Ha BTOpOM 3Ta’ke HaXOAMJIMCh KPOBATU U MaJIEHbKHI TENECKOII, KOTOpbIi J[IkeHHY
HEMHOT'O YAMBHWJI CBOMM MpUcyTcTBUeM. [1o BceMy noMy ObUTH pacCTaBiIeHbI IIBETHI, 3araxX KOTOPBIX
MONPUBETCTBOBAJI MX CIIE Y MOPOra.

— Hy kak? — nounTepecoBasics [Tankpar.

— OueHb 3710pOBO, — UCKpPEeHHE oTBeTHIIa [ )xeHHa.

Kwaie 1 BripaBAy nokazaioch eil oueHb KoMgopTHeiM. Ho OctuH e€ MHeHus pa3fiensiTh
He Toporuiicsa. OH OueHb JIIOOWI MX JIOMHK B JEepeBYIIKe U He codupascs ero oOMeHuBaTh. [l
Hero 310 ObUI0 yy)oe Mecto. TyT B XukuHy BomEn Payct v OIIyIieHrue mpocTopa MOMEHTATBHO
ucnapuiock. OH cpa3y ke BHIOpas cede MecTo MoOJHke Y KAMUHA, XOTh TOT ¥ He TOPEJT, U CBEPHYJICS
KJIyOKOM, COOUPASICh OTIOXHYTb TOCIIE JIOJTOM JIOPOTH.

— Cam 10M, KOHEUHO, HeOOJIBIIION, HO 3aTO OYeHb YIOTHBIN, YK MOBepbTe. [lymMalo, nasblie Bbl
CMOeTe pa3o0paTbesi U caMu, — NOALITOXUI [TaHKpar, cTost y BXoz1a ¥ cOOMpasich IOCKOpee YUTH. —
Ecnn 3axotute nepekycuts, TyT COBCEM HEATIEKO €CTh OHO 3aBeleHue. HasbiBaercs «JInmmsa». Tam
BaM TOYHO MOHPABUTCS. A 51 IOJDKEH MITH M TaK HA BAC MOTPATHJI yKe IOCTAaTOUHO BPEMEHH.
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IMocnepnue cnoa [MaHKpaT MpoU3HEC HAMHOTO THIIIE, YTOOBI OpaT C CECTPOM €ro He YCIIBIIIAH.
U BOT OH cobupalicst ObLIO yKe YXOOUTh, Kak J[keHHa HEOKUIAHHO ero OKJIMKHYJIA.

— V¥ Bac ectb TPEHUPOBOYHBIN Jiarepb? — cripocuiia oHa, v [laHKpaT yIuBIEHHO MOCMOTpEN
Ha Hee.

— Jla, TpeHUPOBKY HAYMHAIOTCS B IECTh. XOTUTE OOYIUTHCS?

— Bsl roBopwitn, uto Ha 3emuin JlazypHoro Jeca coBepmaioT Haberu Jogu YeépHoro yopna. A
XOUy UMETh BO3MOKHOCTb 3alIIUTUTH ceOsl ¥ cCBoero Opata, — mosichuia JlxxeHHa, Ha 4to OCTHH TYT ke
HEJIOBOJILHO MIOBEPHYJICS KO BXOTy CITMTHOM U ITPUHSLIICS pa30upaTh CBOM BelH. « 5 1 cam Mory 3a ce0s
MOCTOSATh. DTO el ¢ e€ KoIMapaMy HyKHa IMOMOIIlb, 2 He MHE» — TUXO MoOypuast oH cede Mmof HOC.

— Xoporo. MoxeTe NpUiiT! 3aBTpa, — KOPOTKO OTBETMJI OH U BBILLIEJ Ha YIuIly. [IBepb co cKpH-
IOM 3aXJIOITHYJIACh.

JloxkenHa 1 OCTUH OCTajMCh B CBOEM HOBOM JoMe COBCeM OfHHU. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO HOBOI'O
3a Mapy 4acoB MOJTHOCTHIO BRLIMOTAJIH UX. J[’>KeHHA CHOBA OIJIsTHYJIA HOBBIM I0M. BCE BhIMIsiIeNno ciumii-
KOM. .. oObiieHHo. OHa M He JyMajia paHbllle Ha CKOJBKO CHJIBHO MX JOM OTiandaercs. JIockyTHoe
Kkpecyio. HacTeHHbIe Yachl, KOTOpBIE JaBHO MEpecTaiu UATH. PUCYHKH, KOTOPHIMH ObLITH OOBEIIAHbI
BCE CTEHBI.

— Hy kak te6e? — ycraio npousHecna JlxeHHa.

— Jlom Bpofie HUYEro, — COHHO OTBETHJ1 OCTHH.

Cecrpa yxe 3aMeTHIIa, 4TO Opat TOKe OYeHb YTOMUJICS TIOCJIE TI0X0/1a. BOJIBIITMHCTBO HOYel OHA
Y BOBCE He crajia, cuis Ha Kapayse. Ho TyT y HUX ecTh KpoBaTh, KHUTH, efa. Bee misa komgoprHoi
KM3HM, TaK Yero ke Toraa He xBarano? JIxeHHa 6e3 cuil cBaMiIach Ha CBOIO moctennb. OHa Oosblie
HE MOTJIa TEPIIETh 3Ty YCTAJIOCTh U ceivac el ObLIO BCE paBHO SIBUTCS STOT YeJIOBEK B MACKE WU HET.
JI’keHHa 3aKphbUIa r1a3a u 00JIerY€HHO BHIIOXHYIA. Takoe COKOMCTBHE OBbLIO 1T He€ O1aKeHCTBOM.
«YTO MOXeT Terephb MOUTH He Tak ?» — MogymMalia oHa.

— IxenHa! — BockJimkHyJ1 OCTHH, MO TOJIOCY KOTOPOTO YCTAJIOCTh YK€ COBEPIIEHHO HE YyB-
cTBOBasIach. — OKa3bIBaeTCs 51 B3sUI ¢ codoi Msd. JloBu!

M4 mosieTes1 Ha BTOPOU 3Tax, MOMajl B Ba3y, KOTopas yrajia U pa3omiach, OTCKOUMIT U Bpe-
3asica ipsimo cectpy. Cpasy HacTynwia 6e3mosBHas TummHa. M Bc€ Ob HUYero, motomy uto JkeHHa
Jlake MocTapajiaCh YCIOKOMTBCS U HE 3aTeBaTh CCOPY, HO Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE /10 He€ JJOHECIIMCh CJIOBa
Ocruna: «1:0 B Moo monb3y!» B obiem, [IkeHHe el Joro He yaaaoch MoApeMarh, TIOTOMY Kak
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO e KM3HEHHO HEOOXOAMMO JIMYHO TIOMPUBETCTBOBATH BCE UTPYIIIKU B UX HOBOM Bpe-
MEHHOM JIOM€, a TIOTOM TalllUTh UX BCEX HA BTOPOW 3TaXK, YTOOBI HOUBIO MM He OBUIO CTPAIITHO OCTa-
BaThCs OJHUM Ha IepBOM 3Take. Yepe3 OOJbIIoN MpoMeXyTOK BpeMeHu OCTHH BCE ke MOCIeI0Bal
MpUMepy CECTpbl U pelni noapemarb. Payct eqMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO CMOT Cpa3y K€ BOIUIOTUTh 3Ty
uzelo. BriepBbie 3a oroe BpeMsi, OHU MOTJIA XOTh HEMHOTO pacciiaduThes. Tak OHYM MpOCTaiv OYTH
LIeJIbIA IeHb, a MPOCHYJIMCH TOJIBKO 107 Beuep. MM xotenoch ecTb U uTh. [{keHHa Mooiiia K OKHY.
Ha MraoBeHue eii okas3ajaoch, YTO BCE WX ITyTelleCTBUEe ObUT OJIMH CILIOIIHOW COH, ¥ YTO cerldvac
OHa O4YHETCH y cebsa noma. Ho BBRIISSHYB B OKHO, OHa OOHApYXMJIa MHOXECTBO JIEPEBbEB, JIOMOB
u cymiectB. «He civIKkoM Jiu Mbl 1ajieKo 3aluii?» — MPOHEC/IACh Y HEE MBIC/Ib, HO OHA Cpasy ke
OTMaxHYJIach OT He€ M MOBEepHYJIach K Opary.

— Tel Beb X0uemb ecTb? — yrouHwia JkeHHa, Ha 9to OCTUH OI0OpPUTETHHO KUBHYJI.

— Hy Torpa nonutu pasy3Haem, 4To 3TO 3a 3aBe/IeHHe TaKoe.

OHM BBIIUTM HAa MECTO, KOTOpOE TPYAHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh Yyiwileld. MHOXECTBO TOIBECHBIX
MOCTOB, KOTOPbIE COeTUHSLITU OJJHY IJIOIIA/IKY C APYrou. J[’eHHa CTynuia Ha OIMH U3 HUX U cpasy ke
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK TOT ImataeTcs. Eil moTpeOoBasioch TOBOJILHO MHOTO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI ClIeNaTh
x0Ts1 ObI mapy maroB. 3ato OCcTHH MpoOeskal Mo MOCTY TaK, CJIOBHO Jieiall 3TO Kakabli qeHb. Hako-
Hell, OHU JJOOPaJIUCh JI0 3a0erayioBKU «JInmusi». 31ech ObLIIO TOBOJIBHO MTPOCTOPHO M CBETIIO. 3aX0/s
BHYTpb OCTHH 3aMeTWJI, YTO Ha JIBEPU HAXOAWJICS Y30p B BUjle OOJbInoi 3Be3/bl. [ToBclony cTosim
pacteHus. BeposATHO, 3e/IeHOro IBeTa MECTHBIM XKUTeIsM Bcerga OymeT HegoctaTtouHo. CTOMUKU
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C y30p4aToii OMPIO30BOM CKATEPThIO pacnoyiaraivch y okoH. OctuH u J)KeHHa ycesmch 3a OJHUM
u3 Hux.«[lonaraio, 3170 He €TMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, I/I€ B TOM FOPOJIKE MOKHO MOECTh, HO OIPEAETIEHHO
caMoe YIOTHOE» — 3aKJII0YMJIa MbIcieHHO [I)keHHa. OHa CIOKOMHO CMOTpesia B OKHO, JakKe He MOJI0-
3peBasi 0 TOM, UYTO K HUM TOJOIILTO OOJBIIOE CYIIECTBO.

— 3npaBcTBYiTE, Yero xkenaere? — MPOroBOPWIO OHO. [lkeHHa MOBEpHy/lach M 3aMepia,
HE 3Hasi, YTO U OTBETUTD, a TOPJIO U BOBCE PE3KO MEPECOXJIO.

— K10 310?! — XpHIJI0 BCKPUKHYJIA OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH JI7KEeHHAa.

— [Noxanyiicra, He KpUUUTE, y MEHs yKe LeJIblid IeHb roJIoBa MoOAIMBAET, — MOXKAIOBAIOCh
cymiectBo. — Yto Tak cMotpute? Hukorma He BUIe M TOBOPSINYIO Karuoapy?

— Boo0me-to, Het, — otBeTHI1 OCTUH, KOTOPBIH, Ha YIMBJICHUE, BOCIIPUHSLT 3TO COBEPIICHHO
CIOKOMHO. JI’KeHHa e He MOIJIa CKa3aTh HU cioBa. Her, oHa, KOHEUHO, BUjies1a ke MHOTO CYILECTB,
HO rOBOPSIIKUX ?

— Yto OBl BBl XOTEJIM MEPEKYCHTh? — MOMHTEPECOBaIach Karubapa, JocTaBasi U3 KapMarika
cBoero rapTyyka MaJICHbKHIA OJIOKHOTUK W KapaH/alll.

— Jlaxe He 3HaI0, — CMyTHJIach [)keHHa, IIOTOMY UTO CJIOKHO BBIOpATh 4ero Tedst XoueTcs rnepe-
KYCHTb, KOTJ]a Ha TeOs1 CMOTPUT TOBOpsiliiee cyniecTBo. — [IpuHecuTe, moxanyicra, 4To y Bac ecTb.

— Xopomo, ornuHbii 3aka3! M 3oBute MeHst Karu. [TpusTHO NO3HAKOMUTBCS, — OBICTPO OTBE-
tisia Kanm u moGesxasia Ha CBOMX MaJleHbKMX HOKKaxX KyJa-To Ha KyxHIO. JI’KeHHa Jaxe He ycresa
U Mapy CJIOB CKa3aTh, KaK Karmudapa MprUHEec]a UM MHOKECTBO pa3HbIX M HEOOBIYHBIX SICTB: OYJIOUKH,
IUPOT, COK U JJaXe TOPT.

— Kymaiite, kymaiite, — 3a00T/IMBO NOBTOpSsiIa Karmubapa, CIOBHO OHU OBUTH 3HAKOMBI CTO JIET.

— Bbl u TOpTHl YMeeTe roToBUTh? — yauBwicss OCTHH, KOTOPbIA TakOW BKYCHSITUHBI JIaBHO
He npoOoBa. Beé-taku [)keHHA He MacTep KyJIMHAPUH, OHA U camMa 3TO He OTPHIIAeT.

— KoneuHo.

— A Kak HazbIBaeTcs? — MpOJOJIKIII BecTu Oeceny Opar.

— JloMaImHui MI0KOJIaJHBIN.

— OpurunanbHo. MeHs, kcratu, 30ByT OCTHH, — MPEICTABUIICS OH, TOTOMY UTO MOHSIT, YTO 3TO
CYILIECTBO €My HPABHUTCSI, XOTs OOBIYHO OH PEIKO C KEM 3aBOAUT OOIIIEHHUE.

— Ouensb npusATHO. A TeOs? — MoMoOONBITCTBOBAIA Karu, risas Ha JeBYIIKY.

— Mens [IxeHHa. 4 ero crapuias cecrtpa.

— A 4t0 3710 3a coK? — cripocut BAPYr OCTUH.

— BumnéBnii.

— A ecTb SIOIOUHBI?

— Jla, HO HYXHO MOMCKaTh B KJ1aJoBoi. CKOpO BepHYCh, — oTBeTIIIa Kamu, u cHOBa yoexana.
B 310T pa3 oHa BCE ke HEMHOTO 3aJepKaach.

OcTuH 3araIouHo MOCMOTPEJ HA CECTPY Y YCTPEMMUJI CBOM B3IJISI]1 B OKHO, HO Yepe3 Iapy CEKyH[
OH BCE K€ HE BBITEPIIE]L.

— IlouyemMy ThI MHE HHMKOT/Ia HUYETO He paccKas3biBaelb? — Opocui Opar.

— To1 0 uém? — J)keHHa caenaia BUj, YTO COBEPIIIEHHO HE JI0Ta/IbIBAETCSI.

— Jla mpo TBOM KoUIMapbl?

— A 4to ¢ HUMHU?

— A TO, 4TO 3TO HE HOPMaJIbHO, KOT/Ja YE€JIOBEK MIOCTOSTHHO BCKPUKMBAET BO BPEMs CHA U TIPO-
chiraetcs, Oy/ITo 32 HUM MPU3PaK THAJICS BCIO HOUb. Jlaxe Terepb, KOraa Mbl HE B JIECy, a B CITOKOM-
HOM MECTE, Thl BCE PABHO B3/IparuBaclllb.

— He HopmanbHo, Kora 6par 3actasisier cBoio cectpy Taumth BCE cBon urpymiku Ha Bropoit
3TakK, a MOTOM TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHOUN HOUX KAXIOM u3 Hux, — HEPBHO HaroMHwiIa Jl)xeHHa, KOTo-
pasi CerogHs J0Jro He MOIJIa JIeUb OTJOXHYTb.

— To1 MeHstenib Temy. Pacckaku MHe, 4To TeOe CHUThCS, — [IPKeHHa TIOHSIa, YTO TIOXOXKeE Terepb
Opar oT He€ TOYHO He OTCTAHET.
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— Bo cHe s1 00bIYHO OKa3bIBAIOCh B TEMHOM U CTPAITHOM MecTe. DTO MOKET ObITh ITyCTast KOM-
Harta, WM ceipoil moasaj. [lotom, Bcerna o4eHb HEOXKUAAHHO, BO3HUKAET YENIOBEK... B COOAUbei
Macke. f HMKaKk He MOTY ero pasrisieTh, IOTOMY 4TO, KaK TOJIBKO 3aMeyvalo ero, To cpasy ke Mpo-
CHITIAIOCh.

— K10 3T0T yenoBek? 3aueM OH MPUXOAUT?

— laxe He mpeacTaBJIsio, HO 51 XOUy Y3HaTh, — PEIIUTENIbHO 3as1BuIa [IkeHHa, YTOObI XOTh KaK-
TO paspsiauTh 00cTaHOBKY. TyT HeoxkugaHHO nosBuiIack Kanu, kotopast cHoBa Hamyrana J[keHHy
CBOMM HEOKHJIAaHHBIM TOsIBJIeHueM. — Kak ke Bbl TUXO XOIUTE.

— VI3BuHMTE, YTO OTBJIEKAIO BaC, HO 51 CIyYalHO MOACIYIIaja Ball pa3roBop, U TO, O YEM BbI
TYT TaK SIpPOCTHO OeceyeTe MOXKeT ObITh OUYeHb ONAacHO, — rporoBopuiia Kanm, kotopast mpudexana
¢ OOJTBIION CTEKJITHHOM Oy TBHIJIKOM, 10 BEPXY HATIOJIHEHHOMW SI0JIOUHBIM COKOM. OHa OCTOPOKHO Iepe-
JIWJIa COK B YaIIKy U MocTaBuia repes OCTUHOM.

— A 9TO UMEHHO OMacHO? — CIIPOCHJI OpaT, yCIieB BMUT BBIIIMThH BECh CTAKaH.

— ¥V Hac B ropofie oueHb OOSITCSI ITOTO CyIecTBa, — Hayaina Kamu, momymBass OCTUHY COK. —
W s gymaio, BBl IOHUMAETE, 4TO, KOT/IA JTIOAU OOSITCS, OHM HAUMHAIOT COBEPIIATh pa3Hble Oe3yMHbIC
BelM. Tak 4TO HE CTOUT BaM TaK OTKPBITO 00 3TOM OecejoBaTh.

— Hapo HaiiTu crioco0 ot Hero n30aBuThes. Beap Tak, JIxkeHHa?

—4... 4 He yBepeHa.

— Iouemy 310?

— st Havasa st Obl XOTesa MPOCTO pa3o0paThCsi. A MOKET 3TO BOBCE He 37107

— OpHax/Ibl B HAIIIEM TOPOJIE OJIMH YeJIOBEK TOXKEe MydJrics KommapaMu. OH TOXe yTBEepiKIall,
YTO CYILLECTBO, KOTOPOE €ro MpecieayeT, He ONacHO, YTO OHO eMy romoraeT. Ml BoT oqHUM BeuepoMm
OH YIIIEN ITyOOKO B JIec.

— W 9ro ¢ HUM ciryumiioch? — Ha STOT pa3 MOMHTEpecoBaach yxe [xeHHa.

— Ero Gosnbiiie HUKTO He BHE. 3HAKOMBIE MCKAJM €ro, HO HUYero He HAIIUIY, Jake CJIeJOB, —
HACTYMUJIO MOJTYaHUe, KoTopoe JIKeHHa cpa3y ke pa3pylluia, MOAHSBIINCH U3-32 CTOJA.

— Hy uto x, cmaci6o, 661710 OYeHb BKYCHO. MBI, mokaityi, mouaém. OCTuH, Tl UAEIIH? — TIPO-
TapaTopuia cecTpa 1 OBICTPO HANPABUIIACH K BBIXOLY.

— Ha, ceftuac. Tomnbko goneio. 51 Teds1 noroHio, — [)xeHHa BbIluIa 3a ABepb, a OCTHH € TPOXOTOM
MOCTAaBUJI CTaKaH. bosbilie B CTEKJISTHHOM OyThUTKe coka He ObUto. Karmu Takoro emé Hukoraa 3a Bcé
BpeMs paboThl B Kade He Buena. — Criacuoo.

— [Ipucmarpusaii 3a Hel, — porentana Kamm Octuny Ha yxo, — Jlymaio, 310 ceffuac 0cOOeHHO
HYKHO TBOEW CECTpe.

— Koneuno. Ecim Ob1 He 1. ..

— OcTuH, Yero Thl TaM 3aCTpsiI? — pa3Aalicsl CHAPYKU HEPBHBIN rOJIOC.

— 4 moGery.

— Ilpuxoau, ecm 9TO-TO MOHAIOOUTCHI.

— Cnacu60, — 6picTpo KrBHYJ OCTHH M BHIOEKAJ HA YJIUILY.

Bpar u cectpa HanpaBWIMCh K CBOeMy HeOoibIoMy A0MUKY. OHM 00a 1M MOSTYa, U Kax-
JBIA AyMasl O Y€M-TO CBOEM. «MBbI HAXOAMMCS B KAKOM-TO HEM3BECTHOM TOpoOjie, I10 JIeCy IIacTaioT
ornacHble 35o7eu. CIUIIKOM YK MHOTO U3MEHeHM 3a pa3. CIMIIKOM il TaKOM, Kak f...» — pa3-
Mebiuisia Jxkeana. OcTUH ke TyMan mpo 3a0erajioBky. Kamu Oblta HACTONBKO TOOPOU C HUM, YTO
OH PEIIWJI PO HeE JIake HUYEro He TOBOPHTH, XOTsI KPUTHUKOBATh BCEX MOIAPS] ObUIO OJHUM U3 €r0
MOOUMBIX 3aHATHI. PazymeeTcs, OH Aenan 3To He U3 3JI0CTH, EMY IPOCTO HPABMIIOCh YTO-TO OOCYK-
nathb. JIkeHHa cO CKpUIIOM OTpbLIa BXOAHYIO ABepb UxX 1oMa. [TpaBaa i 310 nx qom? JIxeHHa 1axe
HE 3HaJIa CKOJIbKO OHM 371eCh MpoOyayT. OHa ycTaso noBajiniach Ha KpoBaTh.

— Ilouemy ThI Takas rpyctHas? — cripocusl OCTHH, OTHOBPEMEHHO ITPOBEPsIs BCE JIM UTPYLIKU
Ha MecTe.

43



H. Xaiimu. «Jlerermst JlazypHoro neca. Kuura 1. 3a moporom menbiii Mup»

— 41 He rpycTHas, npocTo ycrana, — OCTHH XOTb M YacTo JI0CTaBaJl CBOIO CECTPY, BCEI/ia BOJHO-
BaJsics 3a He€. OH OCMOTpeT Ha KHUTY, KOTopast Jiexkasa Ha IPUKPOBATHOM SIIIIUYKE.

— Xouerb MounTan ? — CIpocu1 opar, oTuero J)keHHa TOBEpHY/IaCh C TAKMM BbIPAKEHHUSI JIUIIA,
OyIITO OH CKa3aJl, YTO MPEBPATUIICS B IPAKOHA.

— I[NounTaemnn?

— Hy na, cornacen, 310 He Tak UHTEpECcHO. f Tebe cam mepecKaKy CloKeT!

— A MOXeT BCE ke...

— B o6mmem 3tot CTHB, KOTOPBIN MUPAT MPHUILIBLII K KAKOMY-TO OCTPOBY. Bpozie ocTpoB «ueper»
WIA «TJIa3 AbsBONA», HE MOMHI... He BaxkHO, B 00meM OH HaImEN Kakoe-To aepeBo. [lambmy!
U kak Obl... B 001mIeM y Hero Obuia KapTa, B KOTOPOH ObUTH METKH U...

«CunTaercs, 4YT0 Mbl JIOJKHBI TOBOPUTH CBOMM POJIHBIM, KaK Mbl X JIIOOMM KaX[Ibli JEHb.
Ho uro ectb HacTosimiast mo00Bb M TipuBsi3aHHOCTH? OnHa danbimmBas dpasza g Teds moomo™
¥ MHOXECTBO HEMCIPABHMBIX OIIMOOK, WM e MOMOIIb 1 3a00Ta 0 poaHbiX. MHOIAA cioBa BOBce
HE HYXHBI, KOIJJa CyIIECTByeT MCTHHHOE YyBCTBO» — MMEHHO TakK (pUIOCO(CKU pa3MbIllIsIa
JIkeHHa, TTOKa He ycbiiaia oopamenue OcTuHa.

— JI)xeHHa, 51 Moxoxe 3a0blT B Kade KaMeHb, KOTOPBIH B3SUT TyJia ¢ COOOM.

Atum BeyepoM Kamnm eme He pa3 Bujesna HOBBIX KUTEJIEW ropojka Ha aepeBbsx. Ho nveHHO
TaK y HUX MOSIBUICS HOBBII HEOOBIYHBIN IPYyT. A pa3Be MOIJIO OBITh MO-Jpyromy?
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I'naBa 6. UHorna OnIBaeT CJI0KHO

JlepeBbst HauaJIu MPUMEPSATH HOBBIN HAps/l, OKpaIIMBasICh B TEIUIbIE LiBeTa. HeCOMHEHHO, OCEeHb
yKe TIOCTENIEHHO HayaJla BTOPraThesl B OBICTPYIO M O€30CTAHOBOYHYIO KU3Hb. [IeHb CTOSIT TYMAHHBIH.
Bunumocts Obl1a IPOCTO yKacHasi, HO TPEHUPOBKY HUKTO OTMEHSATh He codupalics. [keHHa crosa
B CTPOIO BMECTE C OCTaJIbHBIMH, 30 BCEX CHJI CTAPasiCh HE 3eBHYTh, YEro HeJlb3s1 cKa3arh 00 OcTuHe.
OH KOHEYHO ke ITPOCHYJICS YTPOM U CTaJl I0CTaBaTh CECTPY 0 TEX NOP, [IOKA OHA HE pa3peliniia eMmy
NOITH BMecTe ¢ Hell. [IkeHHa, Kak OOBIYHO, TSIKEJIO B3JOXHYJIA.

— Hy u nonro mel 3nech Oyaem crosith? — moxkanoBaicst OCTHH 1 OONBIIMHCTBO U3 IPUCYTCTBY-
IOLIMX Cpa3y OOpaTWIM Ha HEro CBOE BHUMaHUe, a JIKeHHa MUXHYJA €ro JIOKTEM.

— DI, Tl YEro NUxaenbcs? — HeAOBOJIBHO BOCKJIMKHYJI Opart, U cecTpa XoTesa ObUIO OTBETHUTD,
KaK M3-3a ITyOMHBI TyMaHa mosiBuiicsl [laHkpar. 3a To BpeMsi, 4TO OHM 3[eCh HAXOAWJIUCh, [IKeHHa
YK€ CMOIJIa MOHSATh, YTO OH 37I€Ch BHICTYINAET B POJIM MECTHOTO PYKOBOAUTEINS: PETYJIUPYET MPOUC-
Xozislee B ropoze, BeAeT oOyueHre 1 KoMaHayeT apmueil. Bnpodewm, 1 OcTiHA Takoe onucaHue
MOKa3aJI0Ch CKYYHBIM, [TOSTOMY OH PELIWII MOCIeUTh 3a [TaHKkpaToM 1 pazy3HaTh 4TO-HHOY/Ab OMH-
TepecHee M 3arafouHee.

— Wrak, noBTOpAI0 )15 TEX, KTO BO3MOKHO TaK M He 3aOMHIII MOE uMs. MeHs 30ByT [laHkpar,
U 51 Oymy oOyuyaTh BaC MCKYCCTBY M TEXHHKe 00si. 3allOMHHTE, TO YTO MPOUCXOAUT 3€Ch, TOJTHOE
pe0sYECcTBO MO0 CPABHEHUIO C HACTOsAIIEH OMTBOM. [lymaio, MHOTHE CIIBILIAIM O TOM, 4TO Jiioau Yep-
HOTO JIOpZa BCE Yallle ¥ yallle BTOPraloTcsl Ha HallM 3eMJIM. Mbl 00s13aHbl ObITh TOTOBBI BCTYIUThCS
3a Hamr joM. Utak, Omvke K neiy. B Harmeid rpymme ecTb HOBEHbKHE, M 51 XOUY MOHSTH Ha YTO OHU
CITOCOOHBI.

— Ioxanyii, HauHEM C Tebs, — OH yKasan Ha [KeHHy, KoTopasi Oblla COBEpIIEHHO K 3TOMY
He roToBa.

— Moet Bbl pacckaxere MHe JJI Havasa, Kak IpaBuiIbHO cToATh? Kak aepxatb 10T Meu? —
pelmia yTo4HuTh [I)keHHa, HO 1o KaMeHHOMY Jiuity [laHkparta ObUIO IOHSITHO, YTO OH HE COOMPAeTCst
HUYEro oObsACHATh. — JlagHO, MoHsIA.

Ona HeyBEepeHHO IpoLUIa HECKOJIBKO IAroB BHEPEN. TyMaH OKpYXHWJ €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH,
u OctuH Teneps Kazaics ei TeHblo. TyT [TaHKpaT caesnan HECKOJBKO 111aroB B CTOPOHY U ITPOCTO MCIa-
puIIcs B TyMaHe, OyaTo ero u He ObU10. [I’keHHa HAUMHAIA HEPBHUYATh, OHA TIOYTH HUYETO He BUJIeNa.
Omna crayla IpUCITyIIMBAThCA KO BCEM 3BYKaM, KOTOpbIE €€ OKPYXKaloT, HO HUYEro He ciblmana. TyT
OTKY/Ia-TO CIIpaBa pa3aajics IIOpOX.

— Bamminaiics! — BeIkpukHYI [Tankpat, KoTopsiilt Habpocuics Ha [xeHHy. OH 3HaJ, 4TO OHA
elre COBCEM HIYEro He yMeJia, HO XOTeJl OCTABUTD €€ B CJIOKHYIO CUTYAIIHIO, YTOOBI TOHSATh, KaK OHA
aeyictByeT. OHa Ha MOJICO3HATEIbHOM YPOBHE Hauasla JieJiajia IPUMHUTHBHBINA OJIOK ¥ KaKOH-TO KpUBOIA
BhImal. [laHkpar nmoHaOmoaan enié HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, HO TIOTOM JIETKMM JIBHKEHHEM BBIXBATHII MeU
y JI’KeHHBI 1 HECJIBHBIM TOTYKOM MOBAIWII €€ Ha 3eMITIO.

— JIBuraenibcs Thl MEJIEHHO U HEYBEPEHHO, €CJIH IEUCTBUTEIBHO XOUEIIb YeMY-TO O0y4UThCH,
TO TeOe Hy’KHO OYeHb U OUYeHb MHOTO padboTaTh. Beranb B crpoit! Caenyromuii, OcTiH! — npokpruya
[Tankpar.

Bpar Boitiesn1 HaMmHOTO yBepeHHee. OH y/blOascsl ¥ MoYTH coBceM He Oecriokomsics. [laHkpar,
KaK U B IPOLIBIA pa3, MOMPOCUJI €r0 MOAOUTH MOOJIMIKE, CKPBUICSA B TyMaHe, HO, KOTIAa OCTOPOKHO
HayaJl IpoABUraTbcsl B cTopoHy OCTHHA, TO HE YCIIEJN ake BBIKPUKHYTb, KaK TOT Hamajl IEPBbIM.
[TaHKpaT COBEpIIEHHO TOrO He OXMJal M Jake CrepBa pacrepsiics, HO CIyCTs MIHOBEHHE IpH-
mEN B ce0s1 M HaYaJl HAHOCHTh OTBETHbIE BhINabl. OCTHH ke Oy/ITO BCIO KM3Hb CpaXalics Ha Mevax.
On orpaxai Bce ygaps! IlaHkpara, HO nepesi KaXkJbIM CBOUM HOBBIM JIEICTBUEM PACCUMTHIBAI BCE
1o menouen. «OH 3Haer, uTo aenaeT. Ho camimkoM meuieHHsIi.» — nogymain OctuH. bpar Buzen ero
HaMepeHUs U, OPA3MBICIIUB Mapy CEKYH]I, MOI' C TOYHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, YTO COOMPAETCs MPEAIIPUHSATD
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MpOTUBHUK. [TaHKpaT yBHUEI MOPBIB M peIlnI, YTO MOXKET czienaTh nocioxHee. OH Havyasl Jenarhb
ornpeea¢HHble KOMOMHAIMKM MedoM. Bee nx OctuH cMor otpasuTth. [laHKpaT pe3kuM 1 MaHEBpEH-
HBIM JBMKeHUEM M OCTHHA OpY:Kusl, KOTOPBIX YK€ €JIe CTOsJI Ha Horax M TsiKeso Apiai. [naza
ero OeIleHO rOpelTi, HUKOT/IA OH €Ille TAKOTO He MCTIBITHIBAIL.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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