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Omna ObL1a )KepTBOM, M OHA BbDKWIIA... [lonmy 1 He MeuTaia HalTH JIIOOOBb, KaKyIo
oHa oOperna ¢ mpuHiieM Kactunom. OHa XxoueT Hacna)aaTbCs CYacTheM, HO CHavasia
OHHM JIOJKHBI OCBOOOIUTH €ro Opara U HauTh Hena. D10 onacHast MUCCHS C JaJIEKO
UAYIIMMH TOCIESACTBUSAMU, O KOTOPBIX OHU M TIOMBICTIUTDH He MoryT. 6o Tlormu
— W36panHas, brarocnosnenHas. ctuaHas npaButebHAIIa ATIaHTUA. B Helt
TeueT KpOBb KOpoJist 60roB. KopoHa 1 KOpoieBCTBO 1O MpaBy MPUHAJIEKAT ei.
Bpar u BouH... [Tormu Bcerga xotena TOJIBKO OTHOTO: YIPaBIATh COOCTBEHHOM
KU3HBIO, a HE )KU3HAMM Ipyrux. Ho Temeps oHa T0KHA BHIOUpATh: OTPUHYThH

TO, UTO MPUHAJJICKUT €M 10 MIPaBY POKACHUSI, WU MIPUHSATH MO30JJ0UYEHHYIO
KOPOHY U cTaTh KopojieBou I1notu n Orus. OgHako TeMHbIE UCTOPUM U KPOBaBbIE
CEKpeThl 00OMX KOPOJIEBCTB HAaKOHEII BHIXOIAT Ha CBET, a JABHO 3a0bITas CUja
BOCCTA€T U CTAHOBUTCSI pEaIbHOU yrpo30i. Bparu He OCTaHOBATCS HU Mepes

4yeM, YTOoObl KOPOHA HUKOI/IA He OKa3asiach Ha rojiose [lomnmu. BosnoOneHHbIi

U cepeyHas napa... Ho Benmyaiiias yrpo3sa kJIeT JajieKo Ha 3araje, TaM, Tae
koposieBa Kposu u Ilemia cTpourt 1jiaHbl, COTHU JIET OXKUAAsT BO3MOKHOCTH,
YTOOBI X BOIUIOTHUTD. [Tormmmum u KacTum nomkHBI COBEPITUTH HEBO3MOXKHOE —
otrnpaButhcsi B Ctpany 60ros u pa3doyauts camoro koposs. [To mepe Toro, kak
PaCKPBIBAIOTCS IIOKUPYIOIIUE TalHbI, BRIXOAST HA CBET kKECTOKUE MpeaaTebCTBa
Y TIOSIBJISIIOTCS Bparu, yrpoXaroliye YHUUTOXHUTh BCe, 3a 9To Ooponuck [lonmu u
Kacrtun, um npecTOUT y3HaTh, Kak JajJieKo OHU MOTYT 3aiTH paju CBOEro Hapoa
— ¥ paau apyr apyra. M rereps oHa CTaHET KOPOJIEBOM. ..
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00 aBTOpE

Jxernudep — aBrop 6ecrcemepoB 1o Bepcur New York Times u International Bestselling
— xuBer B lllenepacrayne B 3anaanoit Buprunuu. Bee ciyxu 0 Hell HE COOTBETCTBYIOT JEWCTBU-
TenbHOCTH. Korja oHa He 3aHsTa paOOTOM, TO YUTAET, CMOTPUT MO-HACTOSIIIEMY CTPAITHbIE (DUTbMBI
0 30MOM, JIeJIaeT BUJI, YTO TUIIET, U MPOBOAUT BPeMsl C MyKeM, BMeCTe C OBIBIIUM TOJUIEHCKUM
ricom Jluzenem, MIAIOBIMBBIM IIEHKOM Ooprep-axkeka AMOIIO, HIECThIO pacCylIuTeIbHBIMU ajblia-
KaMU, YeThIPbMSI MYIIUCTHIMU OBLIAMU U ABYMSI KO3aMH.

Meurath 0 Kapbepe nHcartesisi OHa Havalla elle B IIKOJIe Ha ypOKax aireOpbl, Koraa OObIIyo
YacTh BPEMEHHU MHcajla PaCcCKasbl... YTO OOBSCHSET ee IUIOXMEe OLEHKHU MO MaremartHke. [[KeHHU-
(dbep muIIET MUCTUKY JIJIS1 TIOMPOCTKOB, HAYYHYIO (DAHTACTUKY, (DIHTE3U M COBPEMEHHBIE JTIOOOBHbIC
pomansbl. Ee kauru nsnatorcsa B Tor Teen, Entangled Teen n Brazen, Disney/Hyperion u Harlequin
Teen. Passionflix mproOpenu npasa Ha ee pomaH «VIcKyiieHre», CbeMKH JIOJKHBI ObUTA HAUaThCs B
koHie 2018 roga. OcTpocioKeTHBIH JIIOOOBHBIA pOMaH Jisi MOAPOcTKOB «He ormnsiapiBaiics» B 2014
rofy nomnaj B HOMMHALMIO 32 JIyYIlyl0 KHUTY 711 Mojiofnexu 1o Bepcun YALSA, a poman «IIpo-
61emMa ¢ BedHocThio» B 2017 rony cran nodenutenem RITA Award.

Kpowme Toro, ona nuiiier coppeMeHHble U (paHTACTUYECKHE JTIOOOBHbIE POMAHBI 1J1s1 B3POCIBIX
nof, niceaoHuMoM k. JlunHa. Onm uznatoresa B Entangled Brazen u HarperCollins.
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baarogapaocrn

Cnacu6o JIuz Beppu, xnnman Creiid u M. [Ix. Poy3, KoTopble BIIOOWINCH B 3THX NIEPCO-
Hakel M MUP TaK e CHJIbHO, Kak U 1. Criacu6o moemy arenty Kesany Jlaiiony, a Takxe Yemt Oob-
coH, Kum I'mapos, komanne Blue Box Press, [Ixen Yorcon u moeir nomomnue Credpanu bpayn
3a ycepAHylo padoTy U noaaepxkky. Orpomuoe cnacn6o Xanr JIu 3a Takue mpeKpacHble OOTOXKKH.
Bonbimoe cnacu6o dxen Guiep, Manucce Koit, Creiicu Mopran, Jlece, k. P. Yopn, Jlaype Kaiis,
AHppea JIxoyH.

Capa Maac, bpumxun Kemmepep, K. A. Takkep, Tumxkenin, Bonerra fInr, Mona Aapn u
MHOTHE JAPYrre — Bbl IOMOTQJIM MHE COXPAHSTh PACCYJOK M CMesThCs Hag TpyaHocTsaMH. Cracn6o
rkomanzie ARC 3a nogjepxky 1 yecTHsle oT3bIBbI. bobioe criacu6o JLAnders — my4ineil uuraresisb-
CKOI rpyririe, Kakast MoxeT ObITh y ucatenisi, 1 Blood and Ash Spoiler Group 3a To, 4To ¢ Bamu ObLTO
MOTpsACAIONIE PEJAKTUPOBATh, U 3a TO, YTO Bbl TAKUE 3aMeUaTe/IbHbIE.

Hwuuero u3 3toro He ObIO ObI BO3MOKHO

0e3 1ebd, yurarens. Criacuoo teoe.
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ITocBsameHne

ITocesmano repoam — MEIUINHCKUM pa6OTHI/IKaM; TEM, KTO OKa3bIBACT IICPBYIO ITOMOIIb,
pa6OTHI/IKaM AKN3HCHHO BaXHbBIX OTpaCJICfI " UccjIeJoBareIssM, KOTOPbIE HEYCTAHHO TPYAWUJIUCH 10
BCEMY MUDY, 4yTOOBI CIIAcaTh J'IIOI[CfI " ACPKATb Mara3vuHbl OTKPBITBIMH, CUJIBHO PUCKYA coOCTBEH-
HBIMH JKA3HAME U KU3HAMEU Ou3kux. CriacuOo Bam.
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I'maBa 1

— Omnycrure meun! — npukaszazna Koposesa Dj0aHa U NMPEKJIOHUIIA KOJIEHO.

Ee Bosochl Orectenu Ha coHIEe Kak OHUKC. HeoOy3naHHbIe SMOLMK PBATUCH U3 Hee U Pasiiu-
Basmch Ha nony [lokoeB Hukroca — ropbkue u ropsiame, ¢ MPUBKYCOM TyIIEBHOM O0MM M OECCHIIb-
HOro rHeBa. OHY NOTSAHYJIMCh KO MHE, UTOJIKAMU 3aKOJIONX KOKY M 3aJIeNU. .. YTO-TO NEPBO3JAHHOE
BHYTPH MEHS.

— W cknonutech nepen... nepen MociaeAHUM MOTOMKOM CaMbIX APEBHUX, TOM, YTO XPaHUT B
cebe KpoBb Kopoiist 6oroB. CKJIOHUTECH Nlepe]] Ballell HOBOI KOPOJIEBOM.

«KpoBb kopons 6oro? Bama HoBast koponeBa?» Beccmbiciuia. U ee cioBa, U To, 4TO OHa
CH:UJIa KOPOHY.

Sl enBa gplnaa, ¥ IPEPbIBUCTOE ABIXAHUE PAHWIIO TOpIIo. 51 B3ITIAHY/IA HA MY KUMHY, CTOSILETO
panoM ¢ koposieBord AmtaHTu. CBETJIOBOJIOCYIO TOJIOBY KOPOJIS MO-NPEXHEMY yKpallaja KOpOoHa,
Y KOCTH Ha Hell OCTaBaJIMCh BBITOPEBIIMMU /10 Oesn3Hbl. Hruuero noxoxero Ha O1ecTsIyio no30J0-
YEHHYI0 KOPOHY, KOTOPYIO KOpoJieBa ClIokWIa K Horam craryn Hukroca. § ckonb3Hysa B3MIAI0M
0 MCKaJIEYEHHBIM TPYIaM, JIeXKaIFM Ha KOI/a-To Oe3ynpeyHo OenoM moiy. ITo s pacipaBuiiach ¢
HMMH, 100aBUB UX KPOBb K TOM, YTO CTeKasa ¢ HeOa, 3aroyHsIsl TOHKHME TPEIMHKY B Mpamope. f He
oOpariana Ha 5TO BHUMaHUs, He BUJIEJIa HUKOTO, KPOMEHe20.

OH ocraBaJICs CTOATD, ITPEKJIOHNB KOJIEHO U V1A Ha MEHS YEPE3 CKPEILLEHHBIE NTEPE IPYAbI0
MeuH. BiaxxHble BOJIOCHI, UCCUHS-UepHbIE HA aTJIaHTUAHCKOM COJTHLIE, BUJIMCh HA JIOY, MO KOke Mecoy-
Horo 1BeTa. KpacHble cTpyiKM TEKJIM 1O BBICOKMM, PE3KO OYEPYEHHBIM CKYJIaM, TOPAOMY H3TrHOy
YeJI0CTU ¥ 10 TyOaMm, M3-3a KOTOPBIX KOI/a-To paszomiock Moe cepmiie. ['ydam, Kotopeie, Omaromapst
npaBJe, cOOpaM 3TH OCKOJIKM BMecTe. SIpKue 30/I0THCThIE TJ1a3a BCTPETHUIINCH C MOMMH. [laxe CKJlo-
HUBILUNCS N€PEJO MHOM U TaKOW HETIOABMKHBIM, UTO, Ka3aJIOCh, JaKe€ HE JBIIIUT, OH HAIIOMUHAJI
MHE JUKOIO M MOPAa3UTEIbHO KPACUMBOIO MELEPHOIO KOTa, KOTOPOro s OOHAX/bl B IETCTBE BUAEIA
B KJIETKE BO JIBOpLE KOposieBbl MieaHsl.

OH npejicTaBa nepeso MHOM BO MHOTMX 0OTMYbsIX. He3HakoMIIeM B TYCKJIO OCBELIIEHHON KOM-
HaTe, KOTOPbIM CTaJl IEPBBIM, KTO MEH# nolesoBall. [ Bapaeniiem, KOTOpbIi MOKJISUICA OTAATh 32 MEHS
KU3Hb. [IpyroM, KOTOpBI BUIEN 32 Byasblo JIeBHl MEHS HACTOAILYIO U BJIOXWJI MHE B PYKH MeY,
YTOOBI 51 MOIJIA 3AIIUIIATHCSI, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI YCAUTh MEHSI B 30JI0TYIO KJIETKY. JlereHioi, oky-
TaHHOW TBMOM M KoIIMapaMH. TeM, KTO 3aMbIC/IWII ITpeaTh MeHs. [IpuHiieM KoposneBcTBa, cuuTaB-
IIErocsi YHUYTOKEHHBIM BpeMEeHEeM 1 BOWHOM. Tem, KTo mpories uepe3 HeBOOOpasuMBble YKachl M BCe
e cyMes1 coOpaTh YacTH ceOsi IpekHero. bparom, KOTOpHI MOWAET Ha YTO YTOIHO, COBEPIIUT 000
NpecTyIUIeHHe, YTOObl CracTu CBoIO0 ceMblo. CBoil Hapoa. YenoBekoM, KOTOPBI OOHAKWI AYLIy U
packKpsbL1 cEpALIE EPEJO MHOM — U TOJIBKO NEPENO MHOM.

Mowum nepBbIM.

MowumMm reapaenem.

Mowum apyrom.

Mowuwm npenatenem.

Mowum napTHepoMm.

Mowum myxem.

Moeii cepaeyHOM napoil.

MoumM BeeM.

Kacrun [Ja’Hup, CKIOHMBIIMCH, CMOTpeNl Ha MEHs Tak, OyATO sl €AMHCTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK BO
BCeM KoposieBcTBe. MHe Oosbllle He TpeOOBaJIOCh KOHIIEHTPUPOBAThCA KaK paHbllle, YTOObl 3HATh,
YTO OH YyBCTBYeT. Ero uyBcTBa ObLIIM MOJHOCTBIO MHE OTKPBITHL. Ero aMo1n ObICTpO CMEHSIUCh, KaK
B KQJIEMJIOCKOIIE, — XOJIOMHBIE U TEPIIKHUE, HACBILLIEHHBIE U ITPSIHBIE, U CIIAJIKUE, KaK ATOAbI B IOKOJIA-
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HOM 1a3ypu. HempekIoHHO kecTKe 1 06e3KaT0CTHO HeKHbIe IyObl pa30MKHYJIMCh, TPUOTKPhIBAsI
KOHYHMKH OCTPBIX KJIBIKOB.

— Mos xoporneBa, — BBIJOXHYJ OH, M /IBa YyBCTBEHHBIX CJIOBa KOCHYJIMCh MOEH KOkH. Meio-
IWsI €ero rojioca YCMHUpHJIA JPEBHEE CYIECTBO BHYTPH MEHsI, KOTOPOE XOTeJO B3sITh THEB M CTPax,
UCXOJSIIME OT OKPYKAIOIIHUX, TOBEPHYTh U OTIPABUThH Ha3aJ, B CAMOM JieJie JaB MOBOJ JJIsl CTpaxa
Y YBEJIMYMB YKCJIO MCKAJICUSHHBIX TPYIIOB Ha TOJY. YTOJIOK ero Iy0 M30THYJICS, M Ha TIPaBOH IIEeKe
BO3HMKJIA ITTyOOKasi IMOUKA.

[Ipu Buae 3TOM Iypankod — 1 000KAEMOW — SIMOUKM MEHSI OXBAaTUJIO T'OJIOBOKPYKUTEILHOE
o0JieryeHre, 1 MOe TeJI0 COIPOTHYJIOCh. S 0osIach, UTO OH MUCITyraeTcs, KOrjaa YBUAUT, UTO s Cle-
nana. U He ctasna Obl ero B 3TOM BUHUTH. TO, UTO 51 COBEPIIMIIA, YKACHYJIO ObI KOTO YTOIHO, TOJIBKO HE
Kacruna. Xap, ot KoToporo ero ria3a npuoOpesu BET TeIUIoro Mea, CKa3all MHe: CTpax — Mocle-
HEe, YTO OH ceiuac UCIBIThIBAET. DTO Takke HEMHOro TpeBoxkuio. Ho Bens o — Temublil, ycTh 1
He JIIOOUT, KOI'Ia €ro TaK Ha3bIBAIOT.

[NoTpsicenne Hayaylo MPOXOOUTH, agpeHaInH mepectan Oypiautb. W korga Bce mpomuio, s
TMIOHS1a, Kak MHE 00J1bHO. Boreny meyo u Bucok. JleBasi MOJIOBMHA JIMIIA Ka3aJ1ach OMyXIIel, U 3TO
HE MIMeJIO OTHOIIEHHS K CTapbiM ipamaM. Tymas 6ok MyJbCHpOBajia B HOTax M pyKax, TeJo OIly-
I1aJ710Ch CTPAHHO, a KOJIEHW MOAru0anuch. §1 mokauHysach, 00 yBaeMasi TeIJIbIM COJICHBIM BETPOM. . .

Kacrtui GpicTpo nopHsiics. MHe He cieIoBaio YOUBISATHCSA, KAK CTPEMHUTENBHO OH IBUTAETCS,
HO s MO-TIpeXKHEMY TMopaxasach STOMy. B MrHOBeHHE OKa OH BCKOUWJI, BBINPSIMUJICS U OKa3aJics
PSIIOM CO MHOM. B 3TOT MOMEHT ITPOM30IILIO HECKOIBKO COOBITHIA.

My>XK4MHBI 1 KEHIIMHBI, KOTOPBIE CTOSUIM 32 poauTensamu Kactuia, ogeTbie B Takue xe Oelibie
TYHUKH U CBO60,ZLHI)I€ IITAaHbI, YTO U JIKOH, JICKAIWEC Ha IOJTY, TOKE ITPUIIIA B IBUKCHUEC. OHU BCKU-
HYJIM MEUH U TIepeMeCcTUIICh Omke K porutensM Kacruna, 3amumas ux. CBeT oTpasuics oT 30710-
THIX 0OpyYei, yKpalaoinux ux ourencel. HeKoTopble MOTAHYINCH K apOaieTaM, MpUTOPOYSHHBIM
Ha criuHax. BuauMo, oM ObLM CTpakKHUKAMU.

BonbBeH, KOTOpBIiA MOKa3aicss MHE caMbiM OOJBIIMM M3 BCEX, KAKMX 51 BCTpevasia, BHE3AITHO
npenynpexaoie 3apbiyan. Oten Kuepana n BoHerTs! crosin cripaBa or MeHs. xacriep nmpoBen
st Hac ¢ Kactunom Opaunsiii 00psi B [Ipenene Crieccsl. OH nmprCyTCTBOBAII MPH TOM, Kak HukToc
BBIPA3WJI CBOE OI00peHHe, HEHAI0Jro IPEBPATUB AeHb B HOUYb. HO Termeph 3TOT BOJIBBEH C HIEPCTHIO
[[BETA CTAJIM CKaJIMJI 3yObl, CIOCOOHBIE pBaTh IJIOTh U JJoMaTh KocT. OH nipeaan Kactuiy, u Tem He
MECHEC MHTYHULHA NMMOACKAa3bIBasla MHC, YTO OH MMPEAOCTEPEracT HE TOJIBKO CTPAKHUKOB.

Phiuanue Takke MOCHBIIAIOCH CieBa. B TEHM BBICOKOTO KPOBABOTO JepeBa, 32 CUMTAHHBIC
CEeKYHIbI BBIPOCIIIET0 Ha TOM MeCTe, Ky/ia MoMnaa MOsi KpOBb, KPaJiCsi, HU3KO OIYCTHB T'OJIOBY, BOJIb-
BeH ¢ majieBbiM MexoM. Ero sipauicTo-romyosle m1a3a pagyxHo nepenuBaiuck. Kuepan. OH 3100HO
ycraBuiics Ha Kacrtuna. §1 He moHmMmana, moyemy OHM Tak ceOsi BEAyT MO OTHOLICHUIO K MPUHILY,
ocobenHo Kuepan. OH 6b11 cBsizaH ¢ Kactuiom ¢ camoro pokieHus U 00si3aH IOBUHOBATHCSL €My U
3aIuMIIaTh JT000# 1eHoi. U ero coenunsui ¢ KacTuiaom He TONBKO y3bl 00s13atesbeTB. OHM Opaths,
MYCTh HE M0 KPOBH, HO TIO POACTBY AYIII, U 51 3HAJIA, YTO OHU JIIOOSIT APYT JIpyTa.

Ho ceituac B Tom, kak Kuepan mpukain yim, He YuTaioch JIIOOBU.

Mens oxBaTuiao 6CCHOKOﬁCTBO, KOrja BOJIbBCH IPUTHYJICA W HAIIPAT MBIIILBI Ha Jiariax, roTo-
BAChH HaracTs. .. Ha Kacruia.

YV mens ynaino cepaue. HenpasuibHo. TyT Bce HEMpaBUIIBHO.

— Her, — npoxpunena s, eBa y3HaBasi COOCTBEHHBIH T'OJIOC.

Kuepan, noxosxe, He ycibIIiaa MEeHs WM He TTpyaaj 3TomMy 3HaueHus1. Ecium Obl OH Best ce0s1 Kak
OOBIYHO, 51 OBI MPEATOIOKIIIA, YTO OH MEHsI UITHOPUPYET, HO ceifuac Bce Ka3auoch nHaue. M oH Obul
ApPyrum. Aa HHUKOI'Ja HE BUAEa, YTOOBI €70 [VIa3a CTAHOBIUINCH TAKUMU APKHUMHU, 1 C HUMU OBLJIO 4YTO-
TO HE TaK, MOTOMY 4YTO... Tellepb OHU HE IMPOCTO royyOble. 3payKu CBETUIINCH CepeOpUCTO-OebiM,
Y CBEYEHHE MPOCAYMBAJIOCh TOHKMMH 3aBUTKaMH B TOyOu3HY. 51 pe3ko moBepHy:ia roioy K Jlxac-
nepy. Ero maza toxe u3mMeHWINCh. S yxe Buena 3TOT CTpaHHbINA cBeT. Tak cBeTHIach MOsl KOXa,
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KOrJa s McIessiia CJIOMaHHbIe HOTM BekkeTa — U Takoe ke cepeOpucToe CUsIHUE UCXOIMIIO OT MEHS
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aj.

Kacrtuia mpoH3uJ1 0K, MoKa OH CMOTpPeJT Ha BOJIbBEHOB, a 3aTeM. .. s [IOUyBCTBOBAJIA UCXO/Is-
IIyI0 OT HEeroO BOJIHY OOJIerYeHus].

— Bb1 3HAM.

Tonoc Kactuna ObuT 1oOH G1aroroBeHusi, KOTOPOro He YyBCTBOBAJ HUKTO U3 JIIOZIEH 3a €ro
cimHoi. C JMIla aTIaHTHAHIIA C PbIKEBATO-KAIITAHOBBIMKM BOJIOCAMH KCYE€3JIa HETPUHYKACHHAs
yCMeIIIKa. DMUJTb CMOTPEJT Ha HAC, BRITAPAIIIMB I71a3a M U3JTydasi CUJIbHBIN CTpax, Kak 1 Hei, KoTo-
PBIli Bcera Kazajicst abCOMOTHO HEBO3MYTHMBIM, J1aKe B OO0 C IPEBOCXOASIIMM YHCIEHHOCTHIO ITPO-
TUBHHUKOM.

Kactun meanenHo yopain Meun B HOKHBI Ha OOKax U OIMYCTHJT PYKH.

— BbI Bce 3Hanu, 4To ¢ HEl YTO-TO CIy4nsIoch. Bot nmouemy. ..

OH OceKcs ¥ KPerKo CxKasl YeTIOCTH.

Heckombko CTpaKHUKOB BCTAJIM TIepe]] KOpOoJieM M KOPOJIEBOM, CKPBIB UX OT HAC...

KormHa 6enoro mexa punynach Brepe. Jlenano moakan XBOCT ¥ 3aCKped KOTrTsIMU [0 MPaMopy,
a 3aTeM TOJHSLI TOJIOBY U 3aBbUI. OT 3TOr0 KYyTKOTr0, HO OJHOBPEMEHHO MPEKPACHOTO 3BYKa Y MEHS
BOJIOCHI BCTAJIA IBIOOM.

Bnaneke nocisimancs cnadblii OTBETHBIN JIal, C KKIOW CEKYH/ION CTaHOBSCH Bee Tpomye. 1o
3eMJIe MPOKATUIIACh IPOXb, OT KOTOPOH 3aJporkaJia JIMCTBA Ha BHICOKMX KOHYCOOOPa3HBIX EPEBbsIX,
otaensionux xpaMm ot Byxtel Cariona. C BeTBell B3MbUIM NTHUIIBI C JKEITO-TOMYOBIMU KPBLIbSIMU U
pasnieTenuch 1o Heoy.

— IIpokiAThe. — DMIIIb OBEPHYJICS K CTYIEHSIM XpaMa U MOTSHYJICS 32 MeYaMu, BUCSAIIIMMU
Ha Ookax. — OHHU C3BIBAIOT BECh MPOKJISATHIA TOPOI.

— DTO0 BCe OHA, — CKa3aJj CTapblii BOJILBEH.

[my6Gokwmii mpam, mpoxonsAmiuii uepe3 100 Anactupa, 0603HaumiIcs pezde. OH CTOSUT PSAIOM CO
CTpaXHUKAMH, OKPYKUBIIUMHU poauTesnieid Kactuia, 1 oT Hero MCXoquio MOIHOE HeBepHe.

— D710 He OHa, — pe3ko Bo3paszui Kacrut.

— Ho 310 Tak, — nonrBepaui kopons BanuH, mprcTtaibHO rasast Ha MeHst. Ero smio — 3to o
Kacrmna, kakum OHO ogHax bl cTaHeT. — OHU pearupyior Ha Hee. BoT mouemy BOJIBBEHBI, UTO ObLIH
C HAMU Ha JIOpore, Tak BHe3anmHO oOpaTuimch. OHa Mo3Baa ux.

— $1... s HuKOrO He 3Baja, — ckasaia s1 Kactuiry AporHyBIIMM TOJTOCOM.

— 3Hai. — OH noiiMa MO# B3DJISA, U €r0 TOH CMATYMJIICS.

— Ho ona 3Basa, — HactauBana ero matb. — MOXeT, Thl 9TOr0 He CO3Haelllb, HO Thl IPU3BaJIA UX.

S mepeBena B3I HA Hee, My MeHs cxkasioch cepaie. OHa oka3anach UMEHHO TaKOW, KaKOU st
u npeacTasisuia Math Kactuna. Benukonennoi. [apcreennoi. MorymectBenHoit. OHa coxpaHsiia
CIIOKOMCTBUE U CefYac, MPEeKJIOHUB KOJIEHH, ¥ KOT/Ja TOJIBKO YBH/EJIa MEHsI M HACTOMYMBO CIIPOCHJIA
cbiHa: «YTo TH Hagenan? Koro To puBe3?» $1 momopiuiack, onacasch, 4To 3TU CJIOBa elle A0Jro
Oy/yT 3BydYaTh B MOEM TOJIOBE.

UYeptsl Kactuna 3a0cTpuinch, B3IIIsII 30J0TUCTHIX IJ1a3 OKMHYJT MOE JIUIIO.

— Ecnu unuoThl 32 MOei CIIMHOM OITYCTAT MEYM BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MOJHUMATh UX HA MOIO
JKEeHy, Ha HaC He HaOpOCHUTCS BCe TMOCeIeHHe BOJIBBEHOB, — Pe3Ko Opocui oH. — OHM BCEro JIMIIb
pearupyior Ha yrposy.

— ThI ipaB, — cornacusics ero oTel, MArKo MOJHMUMAs keHy Ha Horu. [lomon ee cupeHeBoro
TUIAThs TIeperaukascs B Kposu. — Ho mogymaii, moueMy CBsI3aHHBIN C TOOOH BOJIBBEH 3aIlIUINAET KOrO-
TO JIPYToOro, a He TeOsl.

— Ceityac 9T0 MeHs1 MEHbIIIe BCEro BOJIHYeT, — oTBeTr/1 Kactut.

Tonot coteH, eciu He OoJblIe, Jiar, npuommkancs. OH xe He Bcepbe3? Ero 1omkHo 3T0 BOJI-
HOBATh, IOTOMY YTO BOIIPOC OYEHb XOPOIIHH.
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. ApmentpoyT. «KopoHa K3 30J0ThIX KOCTEH»

— A pomxkHO Obl, — Mpeayrnpeauia ero MaTh, U €¢ YBEPEHHBIN TOJIOC YyTh APOTHYJ. — Y3bI
pa3opBaHbl.

V3p1? {1 nepeBena B3MIAA HAa CTYNIEHU Xpama, K KOTOPbIM MEUIEHHO IATWIICA DMuib. Helsu
y’Ke BBITAIIIUJI CBOM MeYU. Y MEHS APOKaIU PyKH.

— Omna nipaBa, — BeiMoiBIIT Antactup. Koska BOKpyr ero pra nodenena eie cuiibHee. — 51... 1310
yyBcTBYI0 — [lepBo3nannbiii HoTam. Ee 3Hak. Boru 60roB! — Ero ronoc nposxain. OH marHyn Haza,
YyTh HE HACTYNUB Ha KOPOHY. — OHM Bce pa30pBaHBI.

Sl NoHATHS HE UMesa, YTO TaKoe HOTaM, HO MO 3aMeIaTeIbCTBOM M HapacTalole MaHuKON
pa3nrumnIa 4YTo-TO CTPaHHOE B cioBax Asactupa. Ecium 910 Tak, To mouemy OH He 0OepHYJICS B BOJIb-
BeHa? He motoMy Jin, 4TO MHOTO JIET Ha3a[] OH Y€ pa30pBajl BOJIbBEHCKHUE y3bl C IPEKHUM KOPOJIEM
AtnanTun?

— [NocMoTpu Ha MX I71a3a, — TUXO BeJiesla KOPOJIeBa, YKa3blBasi Ha TO, UTO s yKe 3aMeThja. —
3Halo, THl He MOHUMaeIb. ECTh Belu, KoTopbie TeOe He3aueM ObLIO 3HaTh, XOYK.

Ee rosnoc 3aapokan npu ymoMHUHAHUU €O YMEHBIIUTEbHOTO MMEHU — UMEHU, KOTOpOe s
KOIJIa-TO CUMTAJIa BCETO JIMIIb JIOKDIO.

— Ho 4t0 Tebe ceityac HyKHO 3HaTh, TaK ITO TO, YTO OHU OOJIbIIIE HE CIYXaT MepBUYHBIM. Th
He B Oe3omacHocTu. [Toxkanyiicra, — ymorsiia oHa. — [loxkanyiicra. [Tocimymmait MmeHst, XOyK.

— Kak? — npokpuyasa s1. — Kak Moy paszopBatbcst y3b1?

— Ceituac 3T0 He UMeeT 3HaYeHus. — SIHTapHbIe T1a3a Kactuia mouty cBeTwanch. — Y Teds
KPOBb UET, — CKa3aJl OH, CJIOBHO CAMOU BaXKHOU MTPOOIeMOid ObLIIO 3TO.

Ho ner, BaskHee cTajio He 3TO.

— Kak? — nosropuia 1.

— 3T0 U3-3a TOro, KTO ThL. — DJI0aHa CKajla TKaHb 100K, — B TeOe TeueT KpoBk Oora. . .

— 4 cmepTHas, — ckaszana .

Ona nokavasia rojJioBOM, M U3 y3Jia €e TeMHBIX BOJIOC BBIOWJICS T'YCTOH JIOKOH.

— Jla, THI CMEepTHasI, HO ThI TPOMCXOMIIL OT O0XKECTBA — OT JieTel O0roB. UTo JI71s1 3TOro Hy:KHO
— Karuig 0oxecTBeHHOHN KpoBu. — OHa ¢ CHJION CIIOTHY/IAa. — MOker, B Tebe eCTh 4To-TO elle, HO TO,
YTO CONECPKUTCS B TBOEW KPOBHU, B TeOe, OKa3aJIOCh CUJIbHEE KJISITB BOJILBEHOB.

A Bermomamita, yto Kuepan pacckaseisan B HoBowm IIpucranuiue o BonsBeHax. boru naposanu
HEKorga 1MK1UM BOJIKaM KI/II7IY O6JII/IK CMEPTHBIX, ‘ITO6I)I T€ CIY)KWUJIK ITIPOBOJHUKAMHU U 3aAIIUTHUKAMU
neteit 6oro — 60xectB. Koe-uto u3 Toro, yem ere noxenuics toraa KuepaH, oObsACHSIO peakiuio
KOPOJIEBBI.

Sl mepeBena B3I/ HA KOPOHY, Jiexalyio y Hor Hukroca. Karist kpoBu 60xkecTBa okaszasnach
CaMbIM BECOMBIM JIOBOJIOM B MPUTS3AHUSIX HA IPECTON ATIaHTHUU.

O 6orwy, g ceftuac ynaay B ooMopok. Hackonbko 310 OyaeT HeJIoBKO?

DoaHa CMOTpeJia Ha HAIIPSKEHHYIO CIIMHY ChIHA.

— To1 nopovigenp k Hert? Ceityac? OHM yBUIAT B TeOe yrpo3y i Hee. M pa3opByT TebOs Ha
KYCKHU.

Moe cepniie ocranoBuiiock. Cyast o Bugy Kactuia, UMEHHO 9TO OH M COOMpAeTcsl Cienarh.
[Mo3agu MeHst oaMH U3 HEOOJBIIMX BOJIBBEHOB C JIaeM TOJAJICS BIIEpe]l, OCKAJIMB 3yObl.

Bce Mblip B MOeM Telie HalpsTIvCh.

— Kacruon. ..

— Bcee xopowo. — Kactuit He cBonui ¢ MeHs mia3. — Hukro He npuunuut Bpena [lonmm. 4 storo
He 103Bo0. — Ero rpyaps pe3ko B3AbIMasack, oka OH Tskesno abimai. — M Tel 910 3Haeun, aa?

A KHBHYJIA. 910 CAUHCTBECHHOEC, YTO s INIOHKUMaJIa B TOT MOMCEHT. Moe JbIXaHUEC 6I>UIO YaCTbIM
1 MOBEPXHOCTHBIM.

— Bce B nopsinke. OHM mpocTo 3amuimaioT Teds. — Kactun yabioHysIcs, HO yabiOKa Moy Juiach
HarpsikeHHOU U HaTssHyToW. OH MOBEpHYJICS Ty/a, Ie ceBa oT MeHs crosis1 Kuepan. — 51 He moHnMaio
BCEro, 4To cenyac MPOUCXOOHNT, HO Thbl — BCC Bbl — XOTUTEC 3allIUIIATL €€. N g toxe. Tu 3Haclib, 4YTO
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. ApmentpoyT. «KopoHa K3 30J0ThIX KOCTEH»

sI HAKOT/Ia He TIPMYMHIO e Bpeaa. S ckopee BbIpBY coOcTBeHHOE cepatie. OHa paHeHa. MHe HyKHO
yOeIUThCs, UTO C Hell BCe B TIOPSJKE, U HUUTO MEHsI HE OCTAHOBHUT.

On ne Mopras cmotpes Kuepany B m1a3a, a TONOT Jiall BOJIBBEHOB JOCTUT CTYIIEHEH Xpama.

— Haxe 1. JIroOo¥ 13 Bac. 9 yHUUTOXKY KakJIOTO, KTO BCTAaHET MEXk/1y HEl0 M MHOM.

Prruanne Kuepana crasno rpoMue, 1 Ha MEHsI XJIBIHYJIM SMOLIMH, KOTOPBIX 51 paHbllle HUKOTIA
oT Hero He omyniana. [Toxoxue Ha rHeB, HO ropaszo ApeBHee. Takue ke, Kak M I'yJ MO KpPOBHU.
Yro-10 npesnee. [lepBo3nanHoe.

Bo3moskHbIE COOBITHSI MTHOBEHHO MIPOHECIIUCH B MOEH TOJIOBE, CIOBHO JIEMCTBUTEIBHO MPOKC-
xoquiu niepesio MHoM. Kuepan Hanager. Vinm ke Hanazet xkacnep. § Bugena, Kakue paHbl MOTYT
HAHOCHUTH BOJIbBEHBI, HO ¢ KacTiiom He Tak sierko cripaButhbesi. OH caemnaet 1o, uto noodermant. [Tpo-
pBeTCs uepe3 BceX, KTO CTOUT MesK/1y HUM U MHOW. BoJibBEHbI OTMOHYT, a €C/v OH MPUYMHUT Bpes
Kuepany wnum cienaer 4to-To Moxyske, BOJIbBEHCKAsk KPOBb OKAXETCsS HE TOJBbKO Yy HEro Ha pyKax.
OHa J10 KOHLIA THE 3alATHAET ero AyIly.

BonbBeHsb! 3aTonuim cTyneHu Xxpama. bosbliine v ManeHbkre, caMbix pa3HbIX okpacoB. U 51 ¢
yX)acom oco3Hasa. Kactui HeBeposITHO cuiieH U HeMbIciuMo ObicTp. OH yioxkuT MHorux. Ho cam
najieT ¢ HUMHU.

OH noru6Her.

[NornGHer u3-3a MeHs, MOTOMY 4TO S MPU3BaJa BOJbBEHOB U HE 3HAI0, KAK 9TO OCTAHOBHTH.
Moe cepatie 6ecriopsiIouHO 3aKOTOTUIIOC. BosbBEH BO3Jie CTyMeHeK HaTKHYJICS Ha DMUJIsT, KOTOPHIH
npofoika nsaTuthes. Eie onua nodpacs no Heitnia, KOTOPBIA MSTKO 3arOBOPUJT C HUAM, TTBITASICh
YCIOKOUTb 3Beps. OcCTanbHble HALIEIUINCh HAa CTPAKHUKOB, OKPYKMBIIMX KOPOJS C KOPOJIEBOH, a
HECKOJIBKO. .. O 00ru, HeCKOJIbKO BOJIBEHOB TMOAKpabIBIMCh c3aau K Kactumy. Bee ckatunoch B
Xa0C, BOJIbBEHBI BBIILLIA U3-TI0/] KOHTPOJISL. ..

51 pe3Ko BTsIHY/A BO3YX, JMXOPAJI0YHO COOOpaxast U BHIPHIBASICH M3 XBATKU OOJIM U TPEBOTH.
Bo MHe por3011LI0 YTO-TO TAaKOE, YTO 3aCTABIJIO CHITY, HCXOASIIYIO OT Karid O0XeCTBEHHOU KPOBH,
pasopBarth y3bl. S cTepia UX MpexHUE KJIATBBI, U... U 3TO 03HAYaAJI0, YTO TENepb OHU MMOBUHYIOTCS
MHe.

— Crosars! — npukasana s, koraa Kuepan menknyn yemoctsimMu Ha Kactuma, KOTopblil B OTBET
ockam 3yosl. — Kuepan! Croit! Tel He mpuumauib Bpena Kactmny! — 4 moBsicuia rooc; B Moei
KPOBH IPOsIBUJICS MPUIVTYIIEHHBIN I'yJ. — BeeM croste. Ceituac xe! Hukto U3 Bac He Hamazer.

B rosoBax BOJIbBEHOB CIIOBHO IIEJIKHYJI IIepeKJIiodaTesb. TOMbKO 4TO OHM ObLIM TOTOBBI K Hara-
JEHUIO, ¥ BOT KaK/IBIA yTiaJl Ha OPIOXO M OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY MEXy MepeIHuX Jar. S Bce ele 4yBCTBO-
BaJia UX SIPOCTh, JPEBHIOI0 CHITy, HO OHA YK€ yMEHbIIAJIAch U Clajjajla MEPHBIMU BOJTHAMU.

SDMWIb OIyCTHI MeY.

—3710... 310 6BUTO BOBpeMs. Criacuoo.

S npepsiBUcTO BBITOXHYJA. [10 pykam 10 cambIX Tuied mpoOexana Apoxb. S oOBena B3rJs-
JIOM XpaM — BCE BOJIbBEHBI JIeKaIu. Sl OBEpUTh HE MOIJIa, YTO 3TO cpaboTaso. Bee Moe cymiecTBo
XOTEJIO BOCCTATh IMTPOTUB TOTO, YTOOBI ¥ JAJTBIIIE TOATBEPXKIATH 3asIBJIEHHE KOPOJIEBBI, HO, OOTH, OBLIO
CTOJIKO BCETO0, UTO 51 He Moria oTpuniath. C nepecoxmum ropiom s nocmorpena Ha Kactuna.

OH ycraBuiics Ha MeHs1, OKPYIVIMB I1a3a. S He Moruia apimaTth. Moe cepilie Tak ¥ He 3ame/Iu-
JIOCh HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI 51 OIIYTHJIA TO, YTO OH YyBCTBYET.

— OH He npUYMHUT MHe BpeAa. Bel Bce 910 3HaeTe, — Mpou3Heca s IpOKallyM FoJIOCOM, IV
Ha JIxacnepa, a 3atem Ha Kuepana. — Tbl caM roBOprIJI MHE, YTO OH €IMHCTBEHHbIN B 0O0UX KOPO-
JIEBCTBAX, C KeM $1 O€30MacHOCTU. DTO HE U3MEHUIIOCh.

HepHyB ymamu, Kuepan nogHsics u nonaTuics. Pa3BepHyBIINCh, OH TKHYJICS HOCOM B MOIO
PYKY.

— Cnacu6o0, — mporenTania s, Ha MUT 3aKpbIB I71a3a.

—IIpocto uToOHI T 3HATA, — TpoOOpMOTa KacTuil, omyckas rycTble peCHHIIBL. — YTO ThI TOJIBKO
yto crenana? Ckazana? f 4yBCTByIO cefiyac MHOTO BCEro, UTO JUKO HEYMECTHO B JJAHHBI MOMEHT.
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Sl u3nana cnaldblid, APOKAIIUNA CMEITIOK.

— C T0060#1 IBHO YTO-TO HE B MOPSIAKE.

— 3Hat0. — OH U30THYJI TYOBI TaK, YTO HAJI JIEBHIM YTOJIKOM MOSIBUJIACH SIMOUKA. — HO ThI TIOOUTIIB
3TO BO MHE.

Jlio6mo. Boru, mpasaa mooITo.

Jlxacriep BCTpAXHYJICS U 0OpaTiil Oosbliyio ronoBy K Ham ¢ Kactuiiom. ITotom noBepHyscs
O0KOM, 13/1aB rpy0oe MeIxTeHue. [pyrrie BoIbBEeHbI 3aIleBeIHIINCh, BBIIIUTH 3-32 KPOBABOTO JIepeBa.
41 nabmonasa, Kak OHM MPOILTA MUMO MeHs1, KacTuia u ocTaibHbIX, HABOCTPHB YIIIM U BUJISISL XBO-
CTaMH, TIPUCOEAUHIIIUCH K TeM, KOTOPbIE CITYCKAJIMCh 0 CTYIEHSM, U TIOKUHYJIN XpaM. M3 BosbBe-
HOB OCTaJIUCh TOJNBKO JIKacrep, ero ceiH U [enano. OulylieHre XaoTHIHOTO HAMPSKEHUS CIIaIo.

Ha 506 Kactuna ynasn JJOKOH TEMHBIX BOJIOC.

— T onsiTh cBeTMiIach cepedpom. Korma mpukaszana BonbBeHaM cTosiTh. He cuiibHO, He Kak
npex/e, HO Thl HATIOMUHAJIA Ty JIyHHOTO CBETA.

IMpaBna? 51 mocMotpena Ha cBou pyku. OHU BHITJISIAETH KaK OOBIYHO.

—41... 51 He 3HAI0, YTO CITYYMJIOCH, — MPOIIeNTaia s. ¥ MeHs MOJKaIIBaIrch Horu. — He 3Hao,
YTO MTPOUCXOIIUT.

S mopnsina B3rsaA Ha Kactuna. OH caenan mar Bnepen, notoMm emie. Hukakoro mpemocrepera-
foiero poyanus. Hudero. ¥V mMeHst Hauano ropets ropiio. § mouyBCTBOBasIa, KaK CJe3bl MOACTYIIAIOT
K T1a3aM. MHe Hesb3s 11akath. M s He Oyny. LlapuT nonHas Hepa3Oeprxa, He XBaTaeT MHE ellle U
3apbigath. Ho s Tak ycrana. MHe ObUTo O0JIBHO, M HE TOJIBKO (PU3UYECKHU.

Kak TonpKo 51 BeTynumiia B XpaM M IOCMOTpeJIa Ha YicThie BoAbl Mopsi CaiioHa, s TOUyBCTBOBAJIA
ce0s1 noma. M 3Hana, uyto OyeT Heserko. Jloka3arh, UTO HaIll COI03 HACTOSIIIUH, OyJeT U OJTM3KO He Tak
TPYIHO, KaK JOOUTHCS ofoOpeHus poauteseit Kactua u Bcero koponeBctBa. M HaM mo-mpexxHeMy
HY)XKHO HaliTu ero Opata, npuniia Mamvka. M moero 6para. Ham npuaeTcss UMeTh A€o ¢ KOpoJIeBOi
1 KoponeM BosHectmxcsi. Byayinee He CyJHIo HIUETo JIETKOTO, HO Y MeHs1 Oblla Ha/IeKaa.

Sl uyBcTBOBaNa cebs1 HauBHOM 1y poit. [Toxuoit BonbeeH B [Ipenene Criecchbl, KOTOPOTO s UCIIe-
JUJIa TIocsie OUTBBI, TIPeyNpexaaa MeHs HacueT Hapoa ATnantun. «OHM TeOst He BeIOupan». U s
COMHEBAJIaCh, YTO KOTIa-I1O00 BHIOEPYT.

Sl cnenana cynopoXHBIN BIOX M MPOIIENTAaa:

— 41 Hu4ero 3Toro He xorena.

['y6s1 KacTiiia HanpsikeHHO CKaJuCh.

— 3Haio.

Ero rosnoc 6611 rpyObIM, HO IPUKOCHOBEHH ST — MSATKMMHM, KOT/Ia OH TIOTHEC JIAIOHb K MOEH ITIeKe.
OH npwxascs 160M K MoeMy JIOy, ¥ TIO MHE BOJTHOM MPOKATUJIACh 3HAKOMasi APOKb OT OIIYIICHUS
ero Koxu Ha Moeil. OH 3apblics NajblaMU B MOU CITyTaHHbBIE BOJIOCHI.

— 3Halo, pUHIlecca, — MPOIIENTaNl OH, U 51 KPENKO 32KMYPUIACch, YTOOBI CIIPABUTHCS CO CJie-
3amu. — Bee xoporo. Bee 6yaer xoporo. O6emiaro.

Sl KuBHYJIa, XOTsI 3HaJIa, YTO OH HE MOXKET ITO rapaHTHpoBaTh. bosbiiie He MokeT. [ 3acTaBuia
ce0s1 CIIIOTHYTb MOACTYIMBIINI K TOPITY KJIIyOOK SMOIIUH.

KacTtui nomienoBan Mo OKpOBaBJICHHBIH JIOO U TTOAHSLT TOJIOBY.

— Dmuis? Moskenb cxonuTh K jomaasam [lenano u Kuepana u npuHecTH X OfeXay, YTOOBI
OHH MOTJIM OOEPHYTHCSI U HUKOTO He OCKOPOUTH CBOMM BUJIOM ?

— C npeBenuKoil paocThlo, — OTO3BAJICS ATJIAHTHAHELL.

Sl 4yTh HE paccmesace.

— Idymaio, Harota OyeT HauMeHee OCKOPOUTETbHOM U3 BCErO, YTO CErOfHs MPOU3OIILIO.

KacTtumt Hudero He ckaszast v orsTh KOCHYJICS MOEH IIEKH, MATKO HAKJIOHUB MOIO TOJIOBY HAOOK.
Ero B3misg ynan Ha KamHH, pa3OpocaHHble y Moux HOTr. Ha ero ckymax 3axommnu xenBaku. OH
MOMMasT MOH B3IJISII, U 51 YBHJEJA, YTO €r0 3payKu PaCIIMPUIINCh, OCTABHB JIMIIb TOHKYIO MOJOCKY
SIHTapsl.
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— OHu kugany B Te0d KamHu?

Sl yenpimana TUXHIA B3/I0X — HaBEpPHOE, €ro MaTepy, HO He orisHyaack. He xoTena BUgeTh ux
mvua. He xotesna 3HaTh, YTO OHU ceiYac 4yBCTBYIOT.

— OHM OOBUMHWIIM MEHSI, UTO S JISKCTBYIO B TOJIb3y Bo3Hecmxcs, 1 Ha3biBau MeHs [Toxupa-
TeapHUICH Ayl S ckazana, uyto He [ToxkuparenbHuia aymi. S meITagach ¢ HAMY IMOTOBOPHTb.

CroBa XJIBIHY/IM U3 MEHsI TIOTOKOM. 1 TofIHsIa pyKu, 4ToOBI KOCHYThesl KacTria, HO octaHo-
BUJIach. S He 3HaNA, YTO MOXKET IPUUMHUTH MOE MPUKOCHOBeHUE. [IpOKIISThE, S He 3HAJIA, YTO MOTY
clesiaTh, Jaxe He MPUKACAsICh K YeJIOBEKY.

— 41 mpITanack X YCIOKOUTh, HO OHM HayaJId KUJaTh KaMHU. $1 mpocuiia, 9ToObl OHU MpeKpa-
T, Ckazana: «[{oBoJIbHO» — H... M HE 3HAI0, YTO c/ejaa... — 1 mombiTajlach B3IISIHYTh Yepes
iedyo Kactuia, HO OH, TOXoXke, 3HaJI, Yero 5 Wiy, U oMema Mee. — 1 He coOuparnach ux youBath.

— ToI 3anuinanacs. — OH nofMa MO# B3MJISII, U €ro 3pavyku Cy3uWInch. — Thl cienana To, 4to
caepoBajo. Thl 3amuIanack. ..

— Ho s ve npukacanace k HuUM, Kactmi, — mpomrentana si. — 91o ObUIO Kak BO BpeMs OMTBBI
B [Ipenene Cnieccol. [ToMHuIb, KaKk HaC OKpYykuid conaarsl? Korma onu puHysmch Ha Hac, st IOYYB-
CTBOBAJIa YTO-TO BHYTpH. M MOYyBCTBOBaA 3TO ke 3/1eCh. By/ITO YTO-TO BHYTPH MEHS 3HAJIO, YTO
nenath. $1 B3sJla MX THEB W... cliesiajia UMEHHO TO, 4To Jeianu [loxuparenu aymn. 4 B3siia MX rHEB
Y OTIIpaBMIIa 0OpaTHO.

— Tot He ToxupatenpHUIA Y, — CKa3ajia IJe-To psAAoM JmoaHa. — B MOMeHT, Korjia utep B
TBOE KPOBHU CTaJl BUZICH, HAlaJaBIIIUe JOJKHBI OBLTH IMOHSAThH, KTO THI.

— Utep?

— HekoTtopble Ha3bIBAIOT 3TO Maruei, — MosiCHWI KacTu u mepemMecTusics, CIIOBHO 3aCJIOHSIS
MeHsI OT MaTepu. — Thl 3TO yXke BHUjIea.

— Tyman?

OH KMBHYJL

— DT0 CyITHOCTh OOTrOB, OHA €CTh B X KPOBU U JIaeT MM CIIOCOOHOCTh U CHITy CO371aBaTh BCE,
YTO OHM co3iam. HUKTO Gosbllie Tak 9TO He Ha3bIBaeT C TeX MOp, Kak OOru yCHy/IM, a 0oXkecTBa
BbIMepJid. — OH TMOMBITAJICA 3ar/IsTHYTh MHE B I71a3a. — MHe ciieioBasio 3HaTh. boru, MHe ciieoBajio
9TO YBUJIETb. ..

—IT0 TH ceiivyac Tak FOBOPHIIIb, — BMeIIaach ero Math. — Ho ¢ yero bl TeOe mpuIilia B TOJIOBY
MBICJIb, YTO TaKOE BO3MOKHO? Takoro HUKTO HE OXKHUAAIL.

— Kpome 1ebs, — orBetnn Kacruit.

On 6b01 mpaB. OHa 3Haa, 6e3 comHeHmni. KonewuHo, s cBeTuiach, KOrja oHa MpHIIia, HO OHa
3HAJIa HABEPHSIKA.

— 41 Mory oOBsCHUTB, — CKa3aia OHa, HO BEPHYJICS DMUJIb, HECS IBE Ce/IebHBIC CYMKH.

OH oborrren Bcex HAC MO MIUPOKOU ayre, Opocui ux repes kxacrepoM U yIaauics.

— [No-BuarMomy, OOBSICHUTD HYXKHO MHOTOE, — X0JoHO 3ameTr1 Kactui. — Ho aTo moposxer.

Ero B3misn mpoGe:kan 1o Moei JIeBOi IieKe, M Ha ero CKyJIax OMsATh 3aXO/WIIN KEeTBAKH.

— HyxHo oTBectu TeOs1 B 6e30macHOe MecTo, rJie ... [1e 1 Mory o Tede 1mo3adboTUThCs.

— Moserb OTBECTH ee B CBOU MpeKHUE KOMHATHI B MOEM JIoMe, — 00bsABIII [ kacriep, Haryran
MEHS.

Sl naxe He ycIplliaga, Kak OH MeHsUT OONUK. § cTana o0opayrBaThCs B €r0 CTOPOHY, HO 3aMe-
THJIA TONTYIO KOXY. J)kacmep mogHUMan CBOIO CyMKY.

— Crogurcs. — Kactu B3su1 y Hero mapy mrtaHoB. — Criacu6o.

— Twt Oymems Tam B Oe3omacHoCTH? — cnipocuia s, ¥ Tyosl Kactuia TpoHysa MpOHWYHAs
yCMeIIIKa.

— OH Oyger Tam B 6e30macHOCTH, — OTBeTHII KuepaHn.

VauBneHHas1, 1 00epHY/Iach, YCIbIIIAB ero roioc. M He ocTaHOBUIACh, YBUIEB €r0 CMYIJYIO
oOHaxkeHHYI0 KOXky. OTHAKO OH CTOSIT TaK, OyAATO He OKA3aJICS TOJIBIM Tepe]] BCeMU OCTaBIMMucs. B
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. ApmentpoyT. «KopoHa K3 30J0ThIX KOCTEH»

KOM-TO BEKH $1 JIETKO MPOUTHOPHPOBAJIA ero HaroTy. S mocmoTpesna emy B ra3a. OH ObUTH OOBIYHBIMU
— SIPKUMHU, IPOH3UTEIIHHO TOTyObIMU, Oe3 cepeOpucTo-0esIon ayphl.

— Tsl cobupaics HanacTh Ha Kacrtua.

Kuepan kuBHYyI1, 3a0Upasi y HEro IITaHbI.

— U HaBepHsika Obl Hanau1, — moaTBepaui Kacru.

Sl moBepHyJIach K MYKY.

— A TBI YIpoXaj ero yHUUTOXHUTb.

Ha ero sieBoii 1mieke onsTh MOSBUIACH SIMOYKA.

— Ja.

— INouemy THI ynbiOaembess? TyT HET HUYETro cMerHOro. — $1 ycTaBuiach Ha HEro, ¥ MOM TJia3a
000XKIIN Aypalkue cie3bl. MHe ObUTO BCe PaBHO, UTO MBI HA JIIOASAX. — Takoe HUKOra OOJIbIle He
MOBTOPHUTCS. THl MEHSI CITBIIIHIIE?

51 pasBepHynach k KuepaHy, KOTOPBIi BHITHYJI OPOBb, HATATHBASA IITAHBI HA CTPOWHBIE Oefpa.

— Bpo1 06a cipiite MeHs? S aToro He mo3pomo. S He. ..

— [I-m1. — Jlerkoe nmpukocHoBeHue KacTuia kK Moel 1eKe 3aCTaBUIo MeHs B3IJISIHYTh Ha HEro.
OH mar"aya 1 okazajics Tak OJM3KO, YTO MpU KaXJIOM BJIOXE ero Ipyab Kacanach Moeid. — [lomrmwy,
TaKoro OoJblie He cyduTcs. — OH TIpoBesT OOJBIITNM MAJIbIEM M0 Moel Ireke. — BepHo?

— BepHo. — Kuepan npouncrui ropio. — 4 He...

OH 3amonyai.

Ho 3aroBopuu ero orew.

— INoka mpuHII HEe JacT HaM IMOBOjA AEWCTBOBATh MHAYE, MBI Oy/IeM 3allMIIaTh ero TakK ke
OTBaXXHO, KaK U TeOA.

Mpi. Bes paca BonbBeHOB. BOT 4yto nment B BUay AJIacTUp, KOTAA CKas3asl, YTO BCE y3bl pa3o-
pBaHbL. Y MeHS BO3HUKJIO MHOKECTBO BOIPOCOB, HO s YTKHYJach B Tpyap Kactuma. 1 Gonbiie He
YyBCTBOBaJa OOKHUTaroliei 0o B rojioBe. Bce moTepssio 3HaUeHUe: s JIbIIIaja, OIIyIas TOJbKO
apoMaT MPsIHBIX CHelUi 1 XBou. KacThil 0cTOPOXHO COMKHYJT PyKU Ha MOEW CIMHE, M MHE TIOKa3a-
JIOCh. .. YTO OH B3IPOTHYJI.

— IMorogure, — ckazan Kuepan. — A rae bekker? OH ObLT ¢ TOOOM, KOTIa ThI YIIUIA TYJISTh.

Kactun ciierka otonBuHyIICs..

— W npaBaa. OH nipeyiokuiI mokas3arb Tede Xxpam. — [IpuriypuBIIMCh, OH IIOCMOTPEST Ha MEHSs.
— OH npuBen Teds croa.

o moeii koxe modexanu Mypamiku. bekker. Ha rpynp CIOBHO OMyCTUIM TSKENBI KaMEHb,
KOrJ1a s MoJyMaJia O FOHOM BOJIbBEHE, KOTOPBIH OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh Iy TEIIECTBUSI TOHSLICS 32 0a00YKaMH.
1 Bce elrie He MOTJIa TOBEPHTH, YTO OH MTPUBEJT MEHS B 3TO MECTO, 3Has1, UYTO MeHs k1eT. Ho s momMHmIa
TOPBKHIA BKYC ero crpaxa B ToT JieHb B [Ipenesne Cneccol. OH 00siIcs: MEHsl.

WNnu gero-to npyroro?

Ero smormu Haxonumck B KpaiitHeM Oecriopsiike. CHadasa oH Jiepkajcs cO MHOM Kak OOBIYHO,
paoBajics U yIbIOaJics, a KOrja MpUBell Clofa, BAPYT CTaJl BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

— OH ucue3 nepe] TeM, Kak MOSBUIKCH Apyrue, — ckasana s Kacrtuy. — 51 He 3Halo0, Kyjga oH
aencs.

— Haiinu Bekkera, — mpuka3san oH JlenaHo, u TOT, einie B 0OJIMKe BOJIbBEHA, CKJIOHUIT TOJIOBY. —
Heitnn? Dvuns? Uaute ¢ HuM. YoenuTech, 4ToObl Bekkera mpuBeiv KO MHE JKUBBIM.

O0a amiaHTHaHIIAa KUBHYJIM U TIOKJIOHWIMCh. Huyero B ToHe Kactuina He mpearonaraio, 4To
«TIPUBECTH KUBBIM» MOXHO OBLIIO CUMTATH JOOPHIM 3HAKOM.

— OH Bcero Jmib pedeHOK. — S mpocnenuna B3rsaa0M, Kak [lenano modexan u CKopo ucues
BMecte ¢ Heitutom u Dmunem. — O 6but Hamyrad. U teneps, korga st 06 3ToM IyMaio. ..

— [ormm. — Kactuim ocToposkHO MOTPOrai MO IIeKy U, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, KOCHYJICS TyOaMu
nopesa. — S xouy caenaTh 1Ba 3asBieHUs. Eciii BeKKeT uMeeT K 3ToMy Kakoe-TO OTHOILIEHHUE, MEH S
HE BOJIHYET, KTO OH, M YK TeM OoJiee He BOJIHYET, UYTO OH YyBCTBYeT.
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. Apmentpoyt. «KopoHa 13 30I0THIX KOCTE»

OH NOBBICUJT T0JI0C, YTOOBI BCE OCTAaBIIMECS B XpaMe, BKJII0YAsl €0 POAUTENIEH, CIbIIIANN:

— JIto0o#, KTO AEHCTBYeT MPOTHB MOEH KeHbl, 0OBSBIsET BOMHY MHe. Ero cynpba yxe npen-
pewena. 1 Bropoe.

OH HarHyJICsl HYKE M KOCHYJICSI MOMX TyO B JiervaiiiiieM norenye. § eBa omyTuia KacaHue, HO
y MeHsI BHYTPH BCE CKaJloch. KacTuil MomHsIT TONOBY, U 51 YBUZENA, YTO YEPTHI €ro JIMIA 3aCThUIA B
HACTOPOKEHHOM OXUJIAaHWU XUIITHUKA, HALIEJIMBIIETOcs Ha T0ObIuy. f yke BUfena Takoe BhIpaKeHUe
B Hosowm Ilpucranuine nepes Tem, Kak OH BeIpBaJI ceple U3 rpyau JIsHaena.

Kactmit noBepHyI1 rofioBy, Iisifisi Ha €AMHCTBEHHOTO OCTAaBILIETOCS] BOJIbBEHA, KOTOPBIA CTOSLT
Ha JIByX HOTax.

— ThL

18



. Apmentpoyt. «KopoHa u3 30/I0TBIX KOCTE»

I'maBa 2

Anactup IaBeny3511 Obu1 coBeTHUKOM poauTeneid Kactuna. Korga kopons Manek Bo3Hec CBOIO
mo6oBHUITY W36eT, nMeHHO AJIacTup Mpeaynpeni KOpoaeBy DIoaHy, pa30pBaB y3bl, CBS3bIBABIIHE
€ro ¢ HbIHE M3THAHHBIM U, CKOpee BCEro, yMepIium KoposeM. Tobko 60T 3HaloT, CKOJIbKO aTJIaHTH-
aHUeB AJlacTUp criac 3a Te rofpl, YTo nomorai um coexarb u3 Conuca, ot Bo3Hecumxcs, KOTopble
UCIIO/IB30BAJIM UX KPOBb, YTOOBI CO3/1aBaTh HOBBIX BAMITUPOB.

Ko 3Haet, kak Obl Bce 0OEpHYIOCH AJIs1 MOMX POAMTENEH, eci Obl OHM Halum AJjactupa?
MoskeT, OHH Obl He MOrHOMIM, a KUIM CYACTIIMBOI U TIONHOM KU3HBIO B ATnantuu. U Moii 6par Hen
Toxke ObLT OBI 371ech. A ceifuac oH B Kapcononuu u, ckopee Bcero, CTajl OqHUM U3 HuX — BosHec-
HIAMCH.

4 TsKeno crinotHyna, oTopackiBasi 3TH MbIcu 1poub. Celiyac He BpeMsi. MHe HpaBuiicsi Ana-
crup. OH ¢ camoro Havyasa Obu1 JoOp ko MHe. Ho, uto BaxHee, 5 3Haza, 4yro Kactui yBaxai u moou
3TOro BoJibBeHa. Ecim Anactup NMpujIokuil pyKy K TOMY, YTO MPOM3OILIO CETOHs, 3TO IIyOOKO
panut Kactuia.

YecTHO roBops, s HaJeslach, YTo HU AJlacTUp, HU BeKKeT He MMEeIoT K 3TOMY HUKAKOIr'o OTHO-
IIEHHs, HO JIAaBHO IepecTajla BEpUTh B COBMaAeHUs. 51 BCoOMHMIa HOYb NpUOBITUS Bo3Hecmmxcs
B IIpenen Crnecchl. § Torga y3Hana o0 AjacTpe HEUTO TaKOe, YTO MHE CHUJIBHO HE MOHPAaBUJIOCH.
Bce 310 OTOILIO B TEHB C MOsIBIIEHHEM Bo3Hecxcs 1 AanbHEeHIMME COOBITUSIMH, HO ceiiyac CHOBa
BBICTYIIIJIO HA NIEPBbIN IJIaH.

Kacrun korga-to cobupascs xkeHutbes Ha IlIu — nouepu Anactupa, Ho notom BosHecrumecs
B3sim Kactuna B ruien, u IlIu npenana ero u ero 6para, 4toObl ciacTi COOCTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb. Bee,
B TOM 4ucie Ajactup, cuutany, 4yro I1Iu nmoru6sia reponyecky, HO 51 3HaJIa CTPALIHYIO [IPAaBAY O ee
cmepti. OfHaKO y COBETHMKA OblTa BHy4YaTask INIEMSIHHUIIA, BOJIbBEHKA, U AJIaCTUP U KOposb Banx
HaJesuuch, 4To KacTui jkeHUTCs Ha Heil, BEpHYBILUCh B KOPOJIEBCTBO. AJACTUP OOMOJIBHIICS 00
9TOM Ha 3BaHOM yXKMHE, yTBepik1as, Oynro cunrtai, yro Kactun pacckasan MHe 00 aToM. S1 He Obuta
TaK YBEpPEHa, YTO OH CaM B 3TO BEpPHJI, HO 3TO K €Ty HE OTHOCHUJIOCh.

Heyxenn MHe 0qHOM Bce 3TO MOKA3aI0Ch. .. cTpaHHbIM? [loub Antactupa? A Teneps ero BHyva-
Tast ruteMstHEUNA? $1 coMHeBaach, YT0 B ATJIAaHTHM He ObUIO IPYTHX BOJIBBEHOK, KOTOPbIE IIPEKPACHO
Obl MofoILM B skeHbl KacTuily, 0cOOEHHO yuuTbiBasi, YTO OH HE BbIpakasl 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH B
MIPEe/IJIaraeMOM COI03€.

HuuTo 13 31010 He yKasplBaslo Ha BUHY AJIACTHUPA, HO BHIIVIA/IENO IOJO3PUTEIIBHO.

BonbBeH ycraBusics Ha Kactuiia Kak rpoMOM MOpPaKeHHBIH.

— He 3Hat0, 4T0, 10 TBOEMY MHEHMIO, HATBOPUJI BeKKeT 1 Kakoe 3T0 UMeeT OTHOLIEHHUE KO MHE,
HO MOl IUIEMSTHHUK HHUKOTJa Obl He TIPUHSUT yYacTre B 4eM-TO MoA0OHOM. OH BCETrO JIMIIb IEHOK.
W 5 Obl...

— 3artkHuck, — npoperyan Kactuit. S BeimisHyna u3-3a ero mieya.

BonbBen nobeanen.

— Kacrmu. ..

— He 3acraBnsii MeHs1 TOBTOPSATH, — IepeOWII OH M TIOBEPHYJICS K CTpakHUKaM. — CXBaTUTh
Anacrupa.

— Yro? — B30pBasica Anactup.

YacTb cTpaKHUKOB NOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY, TOIJa KAK OCTaJIbHble HEPBHO NEPEBOIMIIN B3IJIs1 bl
¢ Kacruia Ha KOpoJisi ¢ KOposieBoi, KOTOPbIM HNOKJISJIUCh B BEPHOCTH.

Koporb, npuiiypiBIIKch, HOCMOTPEN Ha ChIHA.

— Hackonbko Ham n3BeCTHO, AJIaCTUP HE COBEPLIMJI HUKAKUX MPECTYIUICHUH.
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. ApmentpoyT. «KopoHa K3 30J0ThIX KOCTEH»

— MoxeT u HeT. MoxkeT, OH aOCOJTIOTHO HEBUHOBEH, KaK M ero BHy4aThIi TieMsiHHUK. Ho moka
He Oydy B 3TOM YBEpeH, 51 X0uy, 4ToObI ero 3ajepxany, — 3assBui Kactun. — CxBature ero, uin 3To
CIIeJIalo fl.

AnacTup 1arHys Brepes, NpUINIyIIeHHO pblya. Ero mMalnel Hanpsammch nof koxe. Ctpax-
HUKU HEPBHO NIEPEMUHAIIACH C HOTW Ha HOTY.

— Iloroaure! — BockmkHy Anactup. Ero meku nokpeuiich NATHaMH OT THEBA. — Y HEro HeT
HUKAKOW BJIaCTU OT/AaBaTh IIPUKa3bl CTPaXe KOPOHBDI.

S nymana, 4To cTpa)xa KOPOHBI — 3TO aHAJIOI KOPOJIEBCKOW IBap/vu, KoTopas ciyxuia Bos-
HecMcs. Ta Toxxe NOTYMHSIIACh TOJIBbKO IIPUKa3aM KoposieBbl Meanbl v kopoins [lkanapsl, a Takxke
BosHecmmcs, KOTopble TPaBUIM FOPOJAMU WM CEJICHUSIMU.

—INonpaBbTe MeHsl, €CIu 51 OMOAI0Ch, XOTs TaK He JyMalo, HO IMTPOM3O0IILIA CTPAaHHBIE COOBITHS,
— ckazan Kactun, u s Hamopimia 106. — Mosi MaTh CHsiJTa KOPOHY | BeJiesia BCeM CKJIOHUThCS Tiepe]
HOBOW KOpPOJIEBOM — KOTOpasi MPUXOAUTCS MHE keHoul. ClieoBaTesbHO, COIJIACHO aTIaHTUAHCKOU
TPAJUIIHH, 3TO JIeJlaeT MEHs KOpoJieM, Ha Ybeil Obl TOJIOBE HU Jiexkasia KOpOoHa.

VY mens cxanock cepatie. Koponb. Koponesa. Heyxenu 310 mbi?

— Thl HUKOT/IA HE XOTeJ MpecTosia ¥ BceX aTpuOyToB KOPOHBI, — Opocuit Anactup. — Thl gecsatu-
JIETUSIMU TTBITAJICSI OCBOOOIUTH OpaTa, YTOOBI HA TPOH B3OIIIEJI OH, M TEM He MEHee ceifuac 3asBisielb
O CBOUX TPUTS3AHUAX ? 3HAYMT, THI B CAMOM JIeJie OTKAa3aJcs OT MOMBITOK criacTu Opara?

S pe3ko BTSHYJAa BO3QyX — MeHs 3aTonui rHeB. Komy kak He AjacTupy 3HaTh, Kak MHOTO
3HauuT 1151 Kactrna Haiiti u ocBo6oauts Manmka? Ero cioBa riry0oko paHmii. § mogyBcTBOBaia OT
Kacruia 1o e, 4To ¥ B TOT pas3, KOT/ia BIIEPBbIE YBUENIA €T0, — MyUUTEIbHYI0 00Jb, KaK OT MIOPE30B
OCKOJIKaMu Jiba. KacTui Bceria ucnbIThBas1 00JIb, M XOTSI OHA CTHXaJIa C KaXJbIM IIPOKUTHIM JHEM,
CTpaJlaHue 13-3a roTepu Opara Bceraa ObUIo psiioM. JIUIb HeJaBHO OH MO3BOJIMI ceOe YyBCTBOBATh
HE TOJIBKO BHHY, CTBII 1 OOJTb.

Sl naxe He oco3HaJIa, KaK JIBUHYJIACh BIEpe[], IOKa He YBUIEA, YTO BBIIILIA U3 TEHU KPOBABOTO
aepesa.

— Kactun He oTkazancs ot cnaceHus: Manuka, — pe3Kko cka3asa $1, a IOTOM HalllyIiaia poKJIs-
THIA KUHKAJI ¥ IIBBIPHYJIA €r0 Yepe3 Xxpam. — Mbl HailieM ero ¥ 0cBOOOIUM. MaJluK TyT COBEpIIEHHO
HE IIpH YEM.

— O 6oru! — Dnoana npuxana JaJIoHb KO PTy, TOBOPAYMBASICH K CHIHY.

UepThl ee JIMIa HAPATIUCH OT OOJM, U OT Hee MOIIHBIMHU BOJTHAMH XJIbIHYJIA TITyOOuaiIast
neyasb. S He MoIyIa 3TOro BUAETh, HO €€ Tope CIIEA0BAJIO 3a HEll TAKOM kK€ HEOTCTYITHOM TEHBIO, Kak
u 3a Kactunom. OHO OMIIOCH O MEHs, I1apanajio KOxXy, Kak XOJIOIHOEe pa3OouToe CTEKJIO.

— XOyK, 4TO Thl Hajesan?

4l 3akpebLaa cBsA3b ¢ MaTepblo Kactuia npexne, yem ee crpajaHue OIIyLIUT MeHs, U NEPEeKJIo-
ynia BHUMaHue Ha Baimmza. Ero okpyskasia HepoBHas My/bcaliysi ropsi, IpOH3€HHAsl BOJIHOW OCTPOro,
KaK Iepel], OTYasiHHOro rueBa. Ho oH 3akpbuICsl OT MEHs C CHJIOM, KOTOPO 51 HE MOIJIa HE BOCXU-
11aThCs U Aaxe 3aBu10BaTh. CKIOHMBIIMCH, OH MPOIIENTAJ YTO-TO HAa YXO KeHe. 3aKphbIB IJla3a, OHa
KHUBHYJIA.

O Ooru, MHE He CJIeI0BAJIO 3TOTO TOBOPUTb.

— IIpocture. — I kpenko cuenuna pyku. — 5 He...

— Tebe He 3a uTO U3BUHATHCS, — cKa3asl KacTui, orsaapiBasich U BCTpEeYasich CO MHOM B3IJISIIOM.
OT Hero UCXOIUIIO YTO-TO TEIJIOE U CIAJKOE, NepecuIMBIIee JeASHYI0 OOJb.

— DT0 MHe clieflyeT U3BUHSATHCS, — MPauyHO 3BT AJIACTUD, YIUBUB MeHs1. — He HyHO ObLIIO
BITyTBIBaTh BO Bce 3T0 Manuka. Tol paBa.

Kactun cmepuin ero B3misiom, U s MOHsUIA — OH HE 3HAET, 4TO AeJaTh C ero u3BuHeHueM. U s
He 3Hana. [Tostomy Kactun oOpatii BHUMaHUE HA pOUTENIEH.

— 3Haro, 4TO BBI, CKOpee BCEro, Jymaere. AlacTup TOXe Tak cuuTaeT. Bel fymaere, 4yro mou
opak c [lenemad — eme oqHa Gecnoe3Hast MOMbITKa 0OCBOOOAUTh MaJnka.
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. ApmentpoyT. «KopoHa K3 30J0ThIX KOCTEH»

— A pasBe HeT? — npouenTaia ero Marb. Ee niaza HanogHWIMCh cie3aMu. — Mbl 3HaeM, 4To
THI 3aXBaTHJI €€, YTOOBI MCIIOJIb30BATb.

— Ha, — nogrBepaui Kacruin. — Ho noxeHunuck Mbl He ostomy. He nosatomy Mbl BMecTe.

Korma-to MHe ObLIO TsKeJI0 BCe 9TO chblmarh. [IpaBaa o ToMm, kak Mbl ¢ Kactuiom okazaiuch
31eCh, HEMPUATHA, HO OOJIbIIIE HE 3aCTaBJisyIa MEHsI YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl HEe B CBOeH Taperke. 51 omy-
CTWJIa B3IVIS/ HA KOJIBLO HA YKa3aTeJIbHOM MaJjibLie U Ha SIPKUI 30JI0TOM 3aBUTOK, IPOXOISILIMIL Yepes
JIEBYIO JIAJIOHb. YTOJIKHM MOMX I'y0O MoAHsIMCh. KacTui npuinen 3a MHO, HaMepeBasich MEHsI UCTIOJb-
30BaTh, HO €r0 IUIaHbl U3MEHWIUCh 3aJJ0JITO IO TOT0, Kak KTO-TO U3 HaC 3TO 0CO3Hal. Borpoc «kak»
OobIIIe He MMeT 3HAYCHUSI.

— Xortesnock Obl B 3TO BEPUTh, — MPOIIIENTAIA €ro MaTh.

Ee GecriokoiicTBO Ka3anoch THETYIIMM, KaK KoJouee Tshkesloe ofiesiyio. Moxer, oHa U XoTelia
Obl BEpUTh, HO, COBEPILIEHHO OYEBU/IHO, HE BEpHJIA.

— DT0 HaM TOXe HYKHO 00CyIuTb. — BalmH OTKanuIsIcs, U CTao SICHO, YTO OH TOXE COMHe-
BaeTCs B MOTMBAX ChIHA. — A Ha JIaHHbII MOMEHT Thl HE KOPOJIb, @ OHA HE KOpOJIeBa. DJI0aHa Moro-
PAYMIIACH, KOT/IAa CHSJIA KOPOHY.

OH cxan meun skeHbl. To, Kak OHa MOMOPIIUIIAC TIPH CJIOBAX MY’Ka, 3a/1eJ10 MEHsI 10 TITyOUHbI
AyIIIN.

— J17151 9TOrO NOMIKHA COCTOSATHCSI KOPOHAIIUS, U IPOUTH TaK, YTOOBI HUUTO HE BBI3BIBATIO COMHE-
HUM.

— He BbI3pIBAJI0 COMHEHUH B €€ NPUTSA3aHUAX ? — paccMesuics [xkacnep, CJI0KUB PyKU Ha TPYAHU.
— Haxe eciu Obl OHa He ObLIa 3aMYKeM 3a HaCJIeJHUKOM, €€ TIPUTS3aHusI HeOCIOpUMBI. BbI 910 3Ha-
ere. MBI BCE 3TO 3HAEM.

VY MeHs B KHMBOTE BO3HUKJIO TO e OIIyIIeHHe, KaK KOrJa s CTOsIa Ha Kpaio oOpbIBa B ropax
Ckotoc. 4 He xouy npecrona. 1 Kactun toxe.

— Jlaxe ecyv 1 Tak, — MpOTsHYJ1 BaivuH, MpUIIypUB I71a3a, — [MOKa Mbl HE BBISICHUM, KTO 3aMelllaH
B 9TOM JieJie U He 00CcyauM Bce, AnacTup OyleT CoiepKaThCs B HAJIS)KHOM MeCTe.

AJIacTUp MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY.

—Yro...

— To, 4TO THI 1OMKEH MPHUHATH C OJArOAAPHOCTHIO. — BalMH OMHUM B3IISI0OM 3aCTaBHIT BOJIb-
BEHa 3aMOJTYaTh, M CTAJIO SICHO, Y Koro KacTui nepeHsi cBou criocoOOHOCTH. — DTO IJ1s1 TBOETO OJiara
u 1 Onara Becex. Bynenis Bo3paxkars — U, s yBepeH, [Jxacnep, Kuepan ui Moii CbIH B MTHOBEHHE
oKa BIersATCs TeOe B II0TKY. U 51 He Mory moo0eIaTh, 4To CTaHy OCTaHABJIMBATh JIIOOOTO UX HUX.

KacTtut orycTust rosyioBy ¢ JiensiHOM, Kak MepBoe AbIXaHue 3UMBI, YabIOKou. [Toka3anmmch KOH-
YUKHU €0 KJIBIKOB.

— 310 Oyny s1.

Anactup nepeBoaw B3I ¢ Jkacnepa Ha ripuHiia. OH CTOsLI, OIYCTUB PYKH, €r0 IPyb B3/Ibl-
MaJlach OT TSIKEJIOro AbixaHusl. JIbaucto-ronyOble ra3a Bnepuinch B Kactua.

— Tol MHe Kak cbiH. Thl ObLT OB MHE CBIHOM, €CJTH OBbI Cy/Ib0a He pacropsaAnIach MHAYE.

41 3Hana, 4TO OH tyMaeT o gouepu. VICKpeHHOCTb ero CJI0B, CBeXast 00J1b, IITyOOKO Bpe3aBIIasics
B JIyIIly Y OIIYILIABIIASICS KaK JIEASTHOM IOk /1b, TOJIBKO YCUJIMIIUCH, Korja KacTuin Huuero He OTBeTHII.
MeHs nopasuiio, Kak AlacTUpy yAaBajioch CKPHIBATh OT MEHsI OOJIb TAKOM CHUTBL.

— IlpaBpa o ToM, YTO 3/1€Ch TPOMCXOOUT, BHIIIIET HAPYKY. Bee y3HAIOT, UTO 1 HE MPECTaBIISI0
yIpO3bl.

VYcraBuBHMch Ha AnacTupa, sl IOYYBCTBOBAJIA — BOJIHY. .. LIEJIEYCTPEMIIEHHOCTU U CTaJIbHOW
PELIMMOCTH, TOPSYO0 MYJIBCUPYIOUIYI0 B €r0 BeHax. JTO MPOMEIbKHYJIO JIMILIb HA MIHOBEHHUE, HO
BCIIBIXHYBIIIMI BO MHE MHCTUHKT MPOKPHUYAT MPeAynpekaeHre, KOTOpoe 51 He BIOJIHE MOoHsa. S
1IarHy’sa BHepe.

— Kacrua. ..

Ho 51 okazanace HEOCTATOYHO OBICTPOIA.
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— 3ammTuTe KOpoJis ¢ KOposieBoi! — CKoMaH0Bal AjlacTup.

Heckosnpko cTpaxkHUKOB OKpy:xuiu poauteneit Kactuia. OnuH U3 HUX NOTSAHYJICS 3a CIIUHY.
BasuH pe3ko pa3BepHyJICS.

— Her!

Jlxacriep puHyJcs BIiepel, B IPbIKKE MEHsIsl OONMK. DJl0aHa U3/1ajia X PUTUIBIA KPUK.

— Her!

Crpena ynapuiia BOJIbBEHa B IUI€Y0, OCTAHOBUB €ro B niosiete. OH ynaj 1, Ipexae YeM pyXHYTh
Ha TPECHYBIIMI MpaMop, 0OepHYJICS B CMEPTHOTO. §I B ykace OTIIATHYJIach, a [lxacrnep 3amep, U 1o
ero Koxe pacrekJiach cepas oneaHocts. Heyxemm?..

Sl moxosozena, ycipliaB MPOH3UTEIbHBIA BOM M PblYaHUE y MOJHOXKUS Xpama. [Ipyrue Bosb-
BEHHI. . .

B Bo3aYyX€E npocsucTena crpena, yoapuB Kuepana, KOTOpblil IPBITHYJ KO MHE. S moBepHYyJ1ach
K BOJIbBEHY, M KUK 3aCTpsij1 y MeHs B ropie. EMy ynanock npu3eMiIMTbCs Ha HOTH, €r0 CIIMHA PE3KO
BBINIPSIMUJIACH, & 3aTeM COTHY/ach. JKWIIbI Ha 11ee B3AY/IUCh. [ 1a3a ¢ CHSIOMUME cepeOpUCTO-TOMTY-
ObIMH pagyKKaMy MorMasii Moy B3rIsiA. OH MOTSIHYJICS K CTpeJie B TieUe — C TOHKOTO IPeBKa COUYM-
Jach cepoBartast KUJKOCTb.

— beru, — nmpopelyai oH, CKOBaHHO IIarHyB KO MHe. — beru.

Sl Gpocuiach K HEMY M CXBaTWJIa MO PyKy — Y HEero mogorHyiauck Horu. Ero koxa — Goru! —
ero Koska Oblia XOJIOJHOM KakK Jiejl. §1 momnsITanach yaepkaTb ero, Ho OH OKa3aJics AJIsl MEHsI CITUIIKOM
TSDKEJIBIM U yTaJl HaB3HWYb. KacTuil mojickoumin Ko MHe 1 00XBaT/I pyKor Molo Tanuio. § B yxace
CMOTpeJa, Kak 1o cMyIon Koxke Kuepana pacrnonzaercsi cepasi OMeJHOCTb, U ... HUYEro He YyB-
crBoBasia. Hu ot Hero, Hu ot [Ixkacriepa. OHU He. .. 3TOro He MOXET OBITb.

— Kuepan?..

Kactu 3aciionm1 MeHst COO0H 1 U3 HETro BHIPBAJICS OCIIeHBIN PeB CO BKYCOM OOKHTAIOIIe-JIe s
HOU sipocTu. YTO-TO yIapuiio ero 1 0TopBajio oT MeHs. Ero MaTh IpoH3UTENBHO 3aKpuyaa. 5 pe3ko
MIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY: KOPOJIeBa DJl0aHa JBUHYJIA JIOKTEM CTPAXKHUKY B JIMLO. TpecHya KOCTb, U KOPO-
JieBa pUHYJIACh BIEpe, HO IPYroil CTPaKHUK OOXBATUII €€ C3a/1H.

— Ilpekparute! Ilpekpature HemeyIeHHO! — KpUKHY/Ia OHa. — S nmpuKka3piBaio!

Vikac Buenuics B MEHsI KOITSIMU — 1 YBUjIe/a Topyallylo 13 nosicHuipl Kactuna crpeny, ¢
KOTOPOM CTEKAJIO CTpaHHOe cepoe BelecTBO. Ho OH Bee ellie cTosis1 Bepey MeHsl C MEYOM B PYyKe.
3BYKH, KOTOpbIE OH U3/1aBajl, CyIuId cMepTb. OH LIarHy/1 Bepeq. . .

Ot BXOAa B Xpam IpuJjieTesia ele oJHa cTpeda, rnonas B riedo Kacruna. Banun BoH3m meu
B )KMBOT MYKYMHBI C JJyKOM B pykax. OuepenHas crpesa npoHs3wia Hory Kactuna u oTiiBbeIpHYIIa
ero Hazaj. $1 moaxBaTmiIa ero 3a Tajauio, KOrJa OH MOTepsil paBHOBeCHe, HO, Kak M KuepaH, oH Obu1
CJIMILIKOM TsikenbIM. KacTui pyxHys Ha o, ero Med 3BsIKHYJI 0 Mpamop. Bee ero tesio Hanpsriocs,
OH OTKUMHYJI Ha3a/1 TOJIOBY, KWJIbl Ha 11Iee BCIYUMJIUCh. ] yrana psaoM ¢ HUM, Aaxe He TOYYBCTBOBAB
ynapa KoneHsiMu. 13 ero pan TekJia cepasi ’KUAKOCTb, CMEIIMBAsCh ¢ KpoBblo. OH ocKanuics, oOHa-
KUB KJIBIKU. BeHsl of ero koxei HaOyX/id ¥ TOTEMHEJIH.

Her! Her! Her!

S He MoryIa ApluAaTh, IMIAAA B €10 JUKUE I71a3a ¢ paClIMPEHHbIMU 3pauykaMu. «TOr0 HE MOKET
OBbITb». DTHU CIIOBA KPYTUJIMCh B MOEH TOJIOBE, KOTJa sl CKJIOHMJIACH, CXKajla ero JIMLO APOKAIIIMUA
pykamu. §1 3aruiakana, OIryTHB XOJIOAHYIO KOXKY. KHBOE HE MOXeT ObITh TAKMM XOoAHbIM. O 60rH,
ero Koxa OOJIbIllie He OIIYIIaiach KaK IIOTh.

— Ilonmu, ... — BBIIOXHY OH, NOTSHYBIIKCH KO MHE.

Benku ero a3, a noToM U pagyKKy 3aTsHYJIO CEPOil IJIEHKOU, U IPKUI STHTapb IOMYTHEJI.

OH 3acTbL1, YCTaBUBILIKCH B TOUKY 1103311 MeHs. Ero rpyap He JBUraiacs.

— Kacrtuun, — nporentana s, mpoOys ero TpsiCTH, HO ero KOxXa, BCE ero TeJo. .. 3aTBEPALIIO, KaKk
KaMeHb. OH 3amep: CIIMHA BBITHYTA, OJIHA HOT'a MOJIOTHYJIAch, pyKa TAHETCS KO MHE.

— Kacru.
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OtBera He ObLIO.

S packpbula 4yThe, OTUASHHO MILA XOTh KAaKHME-TO SMOLMH, XOTh 4TO-TO0. Huyero. byaro on
MOTPY3UJICS B ITyOOYAIINI COH WJIH. . .

Her. Her. Het. OH He mor yiiti. OH He MOT OBITh MEpPTB.

[Tporo Bcero HECKOJIBKO CEKyH/]1 C TOrO MOMEHTA, Kak AJIacTUp OTAaJl IIEpBbIil IpUKa3, U JO
Toro, Kak Kactui okazasicst Ha oty repeio MHOU 0e3 MaJieHInX MPU3HAKOB KU3HHU.

41 GwicTpo B3MIsHYAA Yepes twievo. Hu [Ixkacniep, Hu Kuepan He 1meBemmch, MX Koxa mproo-
peJia TEMHO-CEpbIid IIBET, OTTEHOK JKeJIe3a.

MeHs1 3aTonuIIa MaHWKa, COOMPAsiCh BOKPYT MOEro OeleHo KoJoTsierocs cepama. 1 nepeme-
CTWJIa pyKH Ha Tpyab Kactuia, neitasich Hamtynarh cepaieoneHue.

— INoxanyiicra, noxanyiicra, — mentaia s. Cne3sl nepenonHsum masa. — [loxanyiicra. He
nocrynai Tak co MHou. [loxanyiicra.

Huuero.

Sl HAU4Yero He 4yBCTBOBaJIAa HU OT Hero, HA oT Kuepana, Hu ot JIxacnepa. B camom nieHTpe
MOETr0 CYIIECTBAa Hayall 3apoxaarbes ryil. d cMorpena Ha Kactuiia — moero myxa. Moo cepaeunyio
napy. Moe Bce.

S norepsina ero.

Mos koxa 3aBUOpHpOBaJia, a U3 CaMOW TIIyOMHBI Iy TOTHSIACH TEMHAsl M MaCJsSHUCTasI
spocThb. B ropne nosBuiICcsA pe3Kuil METAIJIMYECKUI BKYC, OHa OTHEM ropesia B Moux BeHax. Bkyc
cmeptH. U He TakoM, Kak Ta, 4TO MPOU30IILIA 3/IECh, & OKOHYATEILHOM.

SIpocTh pa3zpacraiach, oka st OOJIbIIe He CMOTJIa ee yAepKHUBaTh. Sl nake He MbITanach ee ocTa-
HOBUTb. [10 MOMM IIeKaM TEKJI CJIe3bl ¥ NaJJaJIv Ha kesie3Horo 1seTa Koxy Kactuna. ['HeB BbipBasics
HapyXKy, YAapuil B BO3AYX U MPOCOUYMIICS B KaMeHb. Sl MOUyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MOJI XpamMa 00 MHOW
HavaJl cjierka Apoxarb. KTo-1o Kpuyas, HO 51 He pa3iuyaia CloB.

CxunonuBimch Haa Kactuinom, mogoOpaia ero ynaBmMii Med U KOCHYJIach TyOaMu ero Hero-
JBWXKHBIX, KAMEHHO-XOJIOAHBIX I'y0. [IpeBHee CylecTBO BHYTPY MEHsI 3aly/IbCHPOBAJIO, KaK paHbIIe.
Sl Bcrana Hag MyxkeM U moBepHysnach. [lo moiy xpama mpoHeccsi pe3KHil OpbIB BETpa, 3aracus
(bakenbl. JIuctBa Ha KPOBABOM JiepeBe 3aTPsC/IACh, KaK CyXHe KOCTH. 5l Kpermye cxkajia KOpOTKUI Meu.
51 ve Bupena pogurenein Kactuna. He Bunena Anacrupa.

[Nepeno MHOIA CTOSIIM AECSATKY YeJIOBEK B OEJIOM, C MeUaMy M KMHXKaJlaMH. 3HaKOMbIe MeTaJl-
JIMYECKue Macku, kakue HocaT [locnenoBarenu, ckpeiBaiu uua. Tenepb UX BUJ MEHsI HE Iyrall.

A TOJIBKO pa3:xuraj spocTh.

[lepBo3aanHas cuia 3aTtonuia BCe MOM YyBCTBA. 3acTaBWJIa 3aMOJIYaTh BCE SMOLMH, KPOMeE
OIHOM: kax bl MecTu. Huuero gpyroro He ocranock. Hu couyBcrBus. Hu xanocru.

1 6112 cOOON.

N BMecTe ¢ TeM 4eM-TO COBEPILIEHHO WHBIM.

He60 Han ronoBoit octaBajioch 6€300Ja4HbIM, U3YMUTEIBHOTO Tomyooro 1Bera. OHO He pa3-
Pa3uiIoch KPOBABBIM JIOK]IEM, HO MOsI TUIOTh 3arcKpuiiach. Ha koxe 3aruiscanu cepeOpucto-Oerbie
oroHbkd. OHM Hayaly MOTPECKMBaTh, KOIJA W3 MEHS BBIPBAINMCH pACcTpENlaHHble HWUTH, OIyTald
KOJIOHHBI, CJIOBHO OJIeCTsIIIasi Ay THHA, ¥ TIOTIOJI3JIH IO 0Ty, TOKPBIBASI €r0 CEThI0 MEPLAIOIINX MTPO-
KUJIOK. MOs SIpOCTb MpeBpaTHiIach B OCSI3a€MOE CYIIECTBO, )KUBYIO CHITY, OT KOTOPOH Hesb3si cOe-
kathb. § marHyna Bnepes, U KaMeHb TPECHYJI TIOJl MOMM CarloroM.

OTKonoBIIMECS KYCOUKM U TbUIb MOJIeTeNN BHU3. HeckonbKko HamaJaomuyx B Mackax OTCTY-
. B cratysix O0roB nosiBUIMCH TOHKHME TPEIMHBL. Pa3ioMbl Ha MOy pa3pacTaiuch.

W3 psanoB Hamajaommx B Mackax BBIPBAJICS OAMH M Opocuiicsi Ko MHe. OH 3aHec Med, U Ha
JIE3BUM OTPA3WIICsl COJTHEYHBIM CBET. §| He 1ueBeausiach, BETep pa3BeBajl MOM CIIyTaHHBIE BOJIOCHI.
Hananapmmii 3akpryait, oOpyvBasi Ha MEeHs1 pyKOSITb Meva. . .

Sl cxBarmiia ero 3a pyky, OJIOKMpOBaia yaap ¥ BOH3MWIa KIMHOK Kactuia riyOoKo B ero rpyss.
Ero TyHuKa okpacuiiack KpOBbIO, OH COAPOTHYJICS ¥ 3aBTWIICS Ha OOK. MeHsl aTakoBajM ele 4eT-
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Bepo. S mogHbIpHYIa 10, pyKOW OIHOTO U Nepepe3asia ropsio Apyromy. bpeisHyna KpoBb, a s KpyTa-
HYJIACh W, 3aMaxHYBIIICh MEYOM, OOPYIIIHJIA €ro Ha METaJUTMUECKYI0 MacKy. Moo ClIMHY MTpOH3MJIA
pesKasi, Kasias 00, KOra s HACTYKJIa Ha TPYb MYKUYHHBI M, OTTOJIKHYBIIHCh, BHIIEPHYIIA KJTU-
HOK M3 €ro uepera.

MeHs cxBaTHJIa Ubsi-TO pyKa, U I, Pa3BEPHYBIIIKChH, BCAIMIA MeU TIIyOOKO B KMBOT HArla/1aB-
mero. Pe3ko sepHyna, BHITACKMBasA KIMHOK M BKJIabIBasi OyIIyIoliee BO MHE HEMCTOBCTBO B KPUK.
SApocTb nysbcupoBasia B BO3ayxe BOKpYT MeHs. CTaTys B 1ajlbHEH 4aCTy Xpama pacKoosiach HaJlBoe,
Y KaMeHHbIe 0OJIOMKH OOPYIITVIIMCH Ha TOJ.

Bonna 6onm oxBartuia Moo HOry. Sl oBepHYyIach, 3aMaxHYBIIMCh MEUOM IO IIHUPOKOH IyTe.
Jle3Bue nouT He BCTPETHIIO CONPOTUBIIEHUS. KHkas1 cCBepKHY/ B MOEH pyKe, KOraa roloBa U Macka
MOKATWJIMCh B POTUBOIIOJIOKHBIE CTOPOHBI. Kpaewm ria3a s1 3ameruia, kak onuH u3 Ilocnenosareneit
CXBaTWJI TIOJ] pyKH 3acThiBliee Teso Kuepana. [TogOpocuB KMHKa, s IepexBaTUiIa €ro 3a pyKOSTKY
U, OTBels Hazaj pyKy, MeTHyJa. KiMHOK ymapwi moa MacKy, M HamaJalollMil OTIIATHYJICSA Hazaj,
XBarasich 3a ropJo.

Moe BHMMaHME IPUBJIEKJIO Kakoe-To ABnxkeHne. Hanagasiime B Mackax HaBogHUIM Xpam. 1o
KpasiM MOETO TOJIsI 3peHHUsI BO3HUKJIO cepeOpHCTO-0esioe CBeUeHure, U s yCIbIIaa rojoc — KeHCKU
roJIoC, — MPOIIETITABIINI B MOel royioBe: «Tak He JOIKHO ObUIO ObITh».

Ha mur s yBunena ee. C Bolocamu Kak JIyHHBIH CBET, OHA MOrpykajia pyKy IITyOOKO B 3eMJTIO.
BpoxeHHOe 3HaHMe MO/ICKa3alio, YTO OHA HAXOIUTCS TaM, IJe ceiluac CTOUT XpaM, HO B UHbIE Bpe-
MeHa, Korja Mup ObUT Hero3HaHHBIM. OHa 3aIpOKMHYJIA TOJIOBY U 3aKpUYalia C TOW ke CTpajaibue-
CKOH SIpOCTBIO, KOTOpasi 0e3KaJIOCTHO MY/ IbCHpoBaia BO MHe. OT TOro mMecra, KOTOPOro oHa Kaca-
J1ach, PA3IMJICA, TIPOITUTHIBASI TIOUBY, CEpeOpUCTO-OelTblil CBeT. 3emJls NOILIa TPEIUHAMMY, U U3 Hee
BOKPYT JKEHIIMHBI MOKA3TUCh TOHKKE Oesible MaJIblibl — CKopee Jake KocTu. Jlo MeHs nonetenu ee
cyoBa. «51 mokoHumna ¢ 3tuM. Co BCeM ITUM».

Kak u 1.

S coppornynace. O0pa3 keHIMHBI IOMEPK, U 51 OTHIBBIpHYJIA Med. B mycrote, napsimei B
TOJIOBE, s MIPE/ICTABIIIA, KaK OJIeCTAIIMe HUTH OTXOAST OT KOJIOHH. Tak M MOy4rIoch: OHU OKYTaJIH
TIOKVHY HaraJaBIINX TOHKOW MayTUHOM. fI XoTesa, 9ToObl OHM YyBCTBOBAJIM ceOsl TaK ke, KaK U .
OnycromenHoi. HapnomienHoi. [lorepssHHOM.

Koctu Tpecnymu. Pyku u Horu otopBasmch. CrivHbl ciiomainuch. OHM Mondfaim, Kak noapyo-
JIEHHBIE JICPEBbSI.

OcraJibHbIE TOBEPHYIIUCH OT MeHsI U Opocuiich Oexatb. Criacatbes. S MM 3TOro He MO3BOIIO.
Onu 3amarar. OlyTAT BKYC MOETO I'HeBa M MOTOHYT B HeM. f pa3Bajiio 3TO COOpykKeHHe, a OTOM
pasHecy Bce KOPOJIEBCTBO, YTOOBI yOSAUTHCS, UTO OHU MOYYBCTBOBAIM MO rHEeB. OHH UCIIBITAIOT TO,
YTO OypJIUT BHYTPH MEHSI, M YTO OHM CAMH BBI3BAJIH.

SIpocTb BbIpBasach U3 MEHsI B HOBOM KpHKe, U § IIarHyJia Bliepel, B3abiMasi pyku. Hutu nonHs-
JIMCh ¢ Tiona. B MoeM BooOpaskeH!H OHU BBIPOCIIA U Pa3MHOXKUJIUCH, IOTSIHYJIUCH 3a rpeesl [Tokoes
Huxkroca k nepeBbsiM U ropoily BHU3Y. Sl Hayasa CHOBa MOJHUMATh PYKH. . .

N cpenu xaoca yBuzena ero. Ajactup CTosul B IIEpeIHE 4acTh Xpama, 3a MpeaeaaMu J10Cs-
raemMocTH OypJisinei sipocTH U SHepruu. § He YyBCTBOBaJIa OT Hero crpaxa. Tombko npuHstre. OH
CMOTpEJ Ha MEH$I TaK, CJIOBHO 3TOTO U KA.

OH BCcTpeTuIICs CO MHOM B3IVISI/IOM.

— 1 He npencTaBiIsA0 Yrpo3bl ATIaHTUM, — CKa3al OH. — 3aTo Thl IpejcTaBisels. Tl Beeraa
ObLIa yrpO30ii.

Moii 3aThUIOK B30pBaJICS OOJIBIO, TAKOW BHE3AITHOM M OIIETIOMIISIONIEH, YTO HUYEro He MOTJIO
OCTAHOBUTH XJIBIHYBUIYIO HA MEHSI ThMY.

S npoBanuiack B HUKYAA.
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I'nmaBa 3

Munviii mManeHvbKUll ueemouex,
Munviii Makoevlii usemouex,
E20 copeeutv, on xposomouum,
U ne munwiii 6onvuue. ..

Sl mpunia B ce0s1, XBaTasi PTOM BO3/1yX, MAXHYIIMIA CHIPON 3eMJIeil U pa3noxeHueM. KyTkuii
CTHIIIOK 3BY4YaJ B pacKasbIBalolieiicss oT 601 roiose. S OTKpbuIa 1M1a3a, axHyna v 3aJOXHY/Iach OT
KpHKa.

Ha MeH# ¢ mbUIBHOTO M IPA3HOIO Yepena MsUIMINCh ITYCThIE [IA3HULIBL.

C GereHO KOJTOTAIIMMCS O pedpa cepaleM sl pe3KO cena M MOMoi3ia Ha3al. S oToaBUHYIach
BCero Ha (yT, KOT/Ia YTO-TO HATSIHYJIOCh U PE3KO, 10 OOJH, JEpHYJIO MEHs 3a PyKH U HOTH. f1 cTcHyna
3yObl, HozaBJisisl cTOH. Koxka Ha 3anscThsax 1 noj KoseHssMu ropesia. C MeHs1 CHSUJIM CBUTEP U OCTaBHJIU
TOJIBKO TOHEHBKYI0 HIKHIOI pyoOarky. Ho Bce GecrnokoicTBO MO MOBOAY TOTO, KyAa AENUCh MOW
CBUTEP M IITAaHBI, © O TOM, YTO OOJIETAIONIHIA JI( MOYTH HMYETO HE CKPBIBAET, YJIETYUMIIOCh, KaK
TOJIBKO $1 YCTABUJIACh HA CBOM PYKH.

Kocru... Mou 3anscTes oxBaTbIBaJIM OTIIOJIMPOBAHHBIE KOCTU KpeMoBoro nsera. Koctu u...
BhloIHeCs cTeOn. Bpesasich B KOXKy. 1 OCTOPOKHO MPHITOIHSIA HOTY, YYaIlleHHO b, U YBUAEIA
TO e camoe 1of KoneHsiMu. [Ipy BHUMAaTeIbHOM pacCMOTPEHHH s MOHsIA, YTO 3TO He CTednu, a
KOpHU. VIKpBI IOKpBIBaIa 3acoXIIast KPoBb. Sl MOTAHYNACh K KaHJAJIaM. . .

3arsicTbsl MPOH3MJIA KEeCTOKast O0JIb, U 51 OCTAHOBHJIACH.

— bory, — nporunena s ckBo3b 3yObl M OCTOPOKHO OTKMHYJIACh Ha3aj Ha YTO-TO TBEPJIOE,
BJIaxHOE U xosnonHoe. CreHa?

Xpuris, s npocieauia 3a MeperyieTeHEM KOCTe M KOPHEU Ty[a, II€ OHU COEAMHSIIUCH CO
cTeHOM. f1 orsiHynack M yBujiena psioM ¢ COOOH. .. cymiecTBo. Y MeHsi cOmnock apixanue. C ueperna
CBHCAJIY KJIOYKHM TOHKHUX, CBAJISIBLIMXCA CBETIBIX BOJIOC. OT 01K Jbl OCTAIIUCH JIOXMOTBS, IOTEMHEB-
IIMe OT I'PSA3H M BpeMeHU. HermoHsATHO, My)X4MHA 3TO ObLT MJIM XKEHIIMHA, HO SICHO, YTO HAXOAUTCS
31IECh JIECATKH, a TO U COTHU JIET. VI3 rpyau Tpyma Topyaio KOMbe C YEPHBIM HAKOHEYHUKOM. ] 1oxo-
JIo[eJ1a, YBUJIEB TAKUE )K€ OKOBBI M3 KOCTEN M KOPHEW Ha €TI0 3aIACThAX U IIUKOJIOTKAX. Y MEHs nepe-
XBaTWIO JIbIXaHKE, KOrja s MOIHsJIA B3NIAL K TOMY, YTO HaXOAWJIOCH 10 IPYTyI0 CTOPOHY OT TpyIa.
Ele ocraHky, cBA3aHHbIE TaKKUM ke o0pa3zoM. U eltie, U elie — BAOJIb BCEH CTEHBI, IECATKU TPYIIOB.

O Ooru.

Sl nMKo o3upasach, BHITApalvB IM1a3a. Pakesbl, yKPEIIEHHbIE Ha TEMHO-CEPbIX KOJIOHHAX B
cepe/iMHe TIOMEIEHHS U JaJTbIIle, OTOPAChIBAIM OPaHKEBBI CBET Ha. ..

S yBuzena HECKOIBbKO MPUMIOAHATHIX KAMEHHBIX IUIMT — JJIMHHBIE ITPSMOYIOJIBHBIE CYHIYKH,
paccraBieHHbIe MEX]y JBYMs pslaMM KOJIOHH. MeHs oxBarui yxkac. O O6oru. § noHsia, 4To 310.
Capxkodparu. Kaxpiii capkoar 0OMOTaH LeTsIMU U3 IEPEBUTHIX KOCTEH U KOPHEH.

A B ckierne.

W sacHo, 4TO HE nepsas, KOro Croja Mnocajuiiu.

['opmo oOxBaTHIa MAaHKMKA, ¥ IBIIIATH XOJTOAHBIM TEMHBIM BO3/LyXOM CTAJIO ellle Tsokenee. [1ymbce
O0JIe3HEHHO yJacTuicsl. MeHs 3aTOLIHMIIO, JKeTyIOK Cxkaics. S paccMaTpuBajia TeHM 3a capkoga-
ramu 1 KosloHHamMu. He moMH#, Kak clofa normnasa 1 Kak J0Jro 34eCh HaXO0KYCh. . .

Kacrui.

B moeii ronoBe BO3HMK 00pa3 — OH TSHETCSI KO MHE, a €r0 KO)Ka CTAHOBUTCS CEPOM U 3aTBep-
nesaeT. ['pyab caaBuilo, v cepale Cxaloch, Kak B TUCKaxX. S 3aMypuiachk OT MOACTYNAOIIUX CIIE3,
HO Oecrione3Ho. S Buiena ero — BbIFHyTask CIMHA, CKPyYeHHOe TeJlo, MOTYCKHeBIue ia3a. OH He
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Mor ymepets. Hu oH, Hu Kuepan nm dxacnep. C HUMM Bce IOKHO OBITh XOpoIo. MHe mpocTo
HY)KHO BBIOPAThCS OTCIONIA U OTHICKATD MX.

4 Havaa BcTaBare. ..

[Tyt Bpe3anuch B KOXky ryoke. C mepecoXmmx ry0d copBaJicsl XpUIUIBIA KPUK, U 5 yrajia
oOpaTHO K cTeHe. [T1yOoKo Jpiia, s MOAHsIIA PyKY, YTOOBI JIydIlle paccMOTpeTh 1ienb. OTpocTku. B
KOCTSIX OKa3aJIMCh 3a0CTPEHHbIE OTPOCTKH.

— IlepbMoO, — mporenTania s, IOMOPIIUBIIKCH OT 3ByKa COOCTBEHHOTO TOJIOCA.

Hyxno ycnokoutscs. Henb3st manukoBats. BosibBeHsl. .. oHM MeHs yenbliatr? Passe Kactun u
OCTaJIbHbIe He TOBOPHJIM 3TOro? OHU YCTIBIIIAIA WA MTOYYBCTBOBAJIM, UTO 51 B Oeie, U OTO3BAJIHCh.
A celiyac s onpeJie/ieHHO B Oefie.

Ho s cipiimana, kKak OHM BbUIM OT OOJIH MOCIe TOTo, Kak nojactpemm Ixacrnepa n Kuepana.
Hwu oqun u3 HUX Gonbliie He nogHsuIcs B XpaM. Uto, ecm ux Toxe?..

S momHecna pyku K jmiyy. [IiMHa eny mo3Bodisiia cAenaTh 3To 6e3 OoIu.

— Cror, — cka3aia 4 ceoe.

Onu He MorI YOUTh BCEX BOJIbBEHOB.

OHu.

A MMeHHO AjacTup.

Bo mHe 6oponuch THEB U HEBepHe, U s COCPENOTOUMIACh HA TOM, YTOOBI JIBIIIATh POBHO. 1
BeIOEpYCh otciona. Haiiny Kactuna, Kuepana u ocranbHbix. Bce oHM JOKHBI OBITh B MOPSIZIKE.

A notom yowio Anactupa. MeJieHHO U My4YHUTEJTbHO.

3aneyariieB B cep/lie 3To oOenianue, 3acTapuia ceds MeIJIEHHO BHIJOXHYTh M OIYCTHJIA PYKH.
Mee yxe noBoauioch ObiBaTh B 1ensx. B Tor pas B HoBom [Ipucranuiie He ObLIO Tak MJIOXO, KaK
ceityac, HO s yKe Mornajjajia B CKBepHbIE CUTYAllUU Mpexk/ie, C TepiioroMm TupMaHOM U JIOpaoM Ma3u-
HoM. Kak B akunaxe ¢ jopaom YeitHu, KOTOpOro odysiia Kax1a KpoBH, a MHE MTPUXOAMIIOCH COXpa-
HATH CHIOKo¥cTBHE. Henb3s ckaThiBaThesl B MaHUKy. MHavye yTpady Haj coOON KOHTPOJIb.

Kak norepsna konrposs B [Tokosax Hukroca.

Her. {1 He motepsina KOHTpOJb, Koraa youBana tex moaed. S Bce cozHaBana. IIpocro... He
3a00TUIIACh, YTOOBI CICPKUBATHCS, YTOOBI YCMUPHUTH TY CHITY, KOTOpasi OKHJia BO MHe. 1 He 4yBCTBO-
Basia BUHBL. U BpsAa i Oyy pacKkamBaThCsi TOTOM.

PaHbI OT KJIIMHKOB Ha HOTaX Y CIIMHE 3a00JIeJH, KOT/Ia 5 OTJISTHYJIach Ty/Aa, IJe MOsI LieTlb COe/Iu-
HsIeTCs1 cO cTeHOW. HUKakoro kosblia, K KOTopoMy oHa Obl Kpermiachk. OHa oKa3aach BIUIABJIEHA B
CTeHy, OblJIa €€ YacCThio — BhIpacTajia U3 Hee.

ITpokssaTee, YTO 3TO 32 CKJjen?

KameHnb mposioMuTh He MOT'y, HO KOCTb. .. KOCTh M KOPHH 10 CPABHEHHUIO C HUM 00Jiee X pyIIKHE.
Sl OCTOPOXHO MOKPYTHJIA KUCTHIO PYKH, YTOOBI HATSKEHUE HE JIaBIJIO Ha KoxKy. CXBaTuia Ipyroi
PYKOW BTOPYIO LIETIb. ..

— 41 b1 3TOTO HE NIENAal.

1 pe3Kko noBepHyJIa rojoBy Ha 3ByK MY:KCKOro rojoca. OH UCXOAMJI U3 TEHU 32 OCBEILIEHHBIMU
KOJIOHHAMU.

— 370 He OOBIYHBIE KOCTH, — IMPOIOIKA TOJIOC. — TO KOCTH JPEBHUX.

Sl ckpuBmIIa TyOBI U BBITYCTHIIA TIETb.

B tenu paccmesinice, U 51 3acTbula. ITOT CMEX. .. OH Ka3aJicsl HEMHOro 3HakoMbIM. Kak u rosoc.

— W mockobKy 3TO KOCTH OOKECTB, OHM 00JIa/IAI0T IEPBO3/IaHHON Marue — UTEpoM, — J0O0ABHIT
OH. — 3Haelllb, 4TO 3TO O3HauaerT, [leHemiap? DTv KOCTH HEBO3MOKHO CJIOMATh, UX 3apsIWIN Apyrue
— Te, B KOM Te4eT KPOBb OOTOB.

Tonoc cran Gmuxke, U ST HANIPATIIACH.

—3TO JOBOJIBHO JIPEBHSISI TEXHOJIOTHS, CO3JJaHHAS CAMMMHM OOTaMU U TIpeIHA3HAYCHHAST, YTOOBI
00€3/IBUKUBATh TeX, KTO CTaJ CJMIIKOM OIAaceH, KTO MPEACTaBIIseT cephe3Hylo yrposy. [oBopsT,
caMm HukToc Haziesmmn KocTi MepTBbIX cujiol. OH COBEpIINII 3TO, KOr/ia paBui MepTBbiMU B CTpaHe
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teneil. Korga 6pu1 Dmmepom, BrarociorneHabiM, BectHrkoM cMeptu u Xpanutenem aymi. [lepso-
3JaHHBIM OOTOM TTPOCTHIX JIIO/IEH U 3aBEPIICHUN.

Crpana. .. Teneii? [1paBun meptBoiMu? HuKTOC OBLT OOrOM KU3HH, KOPOJIEM Beex O0roB. borom
MPOCTHIX JIofiel U 3aBepiieHuit Obu1 PeiiH. S Hukorga He cibimana o CTpaHe TeHeH, HO, Cyas 1o
Ha3BaHMIO, He 3aX0uy OOJIbIIIE HUYEro 3HaTh 00 3TOM MecTe.

— Ho s OTKJIOHMJICA OT TeMbl, — CKa3aJl MOM COOeCEeTHUK, U 51 YBU/ETa BO Mpake HeUeTKHe
ouepTaHus yesioBeKa. 51 MpHIy puachk, COCPEIOTOYMBIIKUCH HA HEM, HO. .. HIYETO He OYYBCTBOBAJIA.
— Korga Tel THEIH 11eNH, OHU TOJIBKO 3aTATHUBAIOTCS TyXe. ECM Th IPOJOIKHIID TaK JesIaTh, OHU
BPEKYTCS B TBOIO TUIOTh M KOCTH. M B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OTCEKYT Tebe pyku u HOru. Eciiu He Bepuilib,
MIPUCMOTPUCH K Y3HHUKY PSJIOM C TOOOM.

S1 He XoTena cMOTpeTh M OTBOAWTH IJIa3a OT (PpUTyphl B TEHHW, HO HE CMOIJIA yaepxKarbes. S
riepeBesia B3I/ Ha TeJlo, Ha MPOCTPAHCTBO PsIoM ¢ HUM. Ha 3emuie Jiexana KUCTh cKesera.

O o6oru.

— K cuacrtbio 1y1s 1e0s1, B TeOe ecTh KpOBb OOrOB, HO Thl He O0XECTBO, Kak OHU. Thl JIOBOJIBHO
OBICTPO HCTEYEeNIh KPOBBIO M yMpellib. JIpyroe aeno — 60kecTBa, BPoIe TOro, YTO HAXOAUTC PAIOM
C TOOOHA.

S mepexsiounsia BHUMaHUe Ha TOBOpUBIIEro. Ero cuimysat mpuOaM3mics, 3aBUCHYB Ha Kpaio
CBeTa.

— OH... oH craben 1 cTpajai OT ToIo/a, IOKa ero TeJIo He Havajlo camo moromars ceos. Ha
9TOT TPOIIECC, CKOpee BCETO, YIILIA CTONCTHS.

Cronerusi? MeHs nepeiepHyJIo.

— JOIXHO OBITH, THI CIIPAIIMBACIITL CeOs1, YTO OH TAKOTO HATBOPHII, YTOOBI HABJICYb CTOJTh yKacC-
HOE HaKa3aHWe, — TOBOPWJI OH. — YTO chenasl OH U OCTaJIbHBIE, UYTO CHIAT BIOJL CTEH U JIeKaT B
rpo6ax?

Ha, s mymana 06 3ToM.

— OHH cTany CIMIIKOM onacHbIMUA. CIUIIIKOM MOTYITIeCTBeHHBIMU. CIIMIITKOM. .. HeTpeacKa-
3yEMBIMHU.

OH nomoJTyat, u 5 TSKENIO CUIOTHYIA. HeTpyIHO MpennonokuTh, 9T0 CUASIIUE BIOTb CTEH U
riepeio MHOU TPYIIbI ObLITH OOKECTBAMMU.

— Onu nipeacTaBIIsU OOJIBITYI0 Yrpo3y. Kak u Thl.

— ¢ He mpeACTaBIAI YrpO3bl, — OTPHI3HYJIACH 1.

— PazBe? Thl MHOTUX yOWMIIa.

A cxana Kynaku.

— Onu Hanasm Ha MeHs1 6e3 mpuanHbl. OHKM paHuiH. .. — Mo roioc aporayi. — OHU paHWId
BOJIbBeHOB. CBoero npuHiia. Moio. ..

— TBoto cepneunyio napy? — npeanoiaoxui oH. — Cowo3 He TONbKO cepfell, HO U ayil. OueHb
PEeIKUid ¥ TOpa3/io CHIIbHEee JII0OOoW KPOBHOM TMHUM. MHOTHE CUMTAOT Takoe uyaoM. CKaxu, Thl ceil-
4ac TOXe CYUTACITH ITO TyIAOM?

— Ja, — mpopbryania s 6e3 KojaeOaHui.

OH paccMmestics, U OISTh 3TOT CMeX 3aTPOHYJI UTO-TO B TIIyOMHE MOEH MaMsTH.

— Torpa Te1 Oyzmenis paga y3HaTh, 4TO Bce OHU B Oe3omacHocTH. Koposnb ¢ KoponeBoi, Te 1Ba
BOJIbBEHA, JIaKe MTPHHIL.

Kaxercs, 1 nepecraia Aplarh.

— Ecnu He Bepwib, MpoBephb CBOM OpayHbIiA OTIIEYATOK.

V meHs ekHyJo cepaie. S 00 aToM gaxe He nogymaina. KacTui roBopr, 4To OTHeYaToK Mmpo-
TaJIaeT CO CMEPThIO OIHOTO M3 MAapTHEPOB. VIMEHHO Tak HEKOTOpBIE Y3HAJI O CMEPTHU CBOMX Ccepaey-
HBIX TIap.
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MHe He oueHb XOTeJOCh MPOBEPATh, HO s IokHA. Olyiias BHYTpU IYCTOTY, s NepeBesa
B3IJIsI/1 Ha JIEeBYIO pyKy. OHa Jpoxaia, Korja s HoBepHyJia ee. 30JI0TOM 3aBUTOK, MPOXOASIIIUNA Yepes
JIaJIOHb, €1ab0 Meprall.

MeHs1 OXBaTUJIO TaKOE CUJIbHOE YyBCTBO, YTO MPUIILIOCH 3aKaTh POT, YTOOBI CliepKaTh KPHK,
PBYILIMIACS U3 TIyOMHBI MOero cyiectBa. Otneyatok ObuT Ha Mecte. Kactun xuB. § comporHynach,
ce3bl 000K Topio. OH KUB.

— Mwio, — niporentan oH. — Tak MuJo.

MeHs1 oxBaTHJIa CMyTHas TPEBOTa, CMEHMBIIIast OOJIerYeHre.

— Ho on 651 cusibHO mocTpagat, eciiu Obl TeOs1 He OCTAHOBUJIH, — CKa3asl OH. — Thl Ok 0OpyIIIMIa
Bech xpam. OH Obl ynas BMecte ¢ HuM. MoskeT, Thl Obl 1ake ero yousa. Tl 3Haelb, 4To Ha TaKoe
crioco6Ha? B tebe ecth cuia.

Cepaue Ha MUT 3aMepIIO.

— ¢ Ol He MpUUMHMIIA eMY Bpeqa.

— Mosker, He HamepeHHo. Ho, cyzst o ToMy, 4TO MHE U3BECTHO, Thl, TIOXOXKE, OYEHb IIJIOXO ceOst
KOHTponpoBaia. OTKyna Thl 3Haelllb, YTo Obl caesnana?

Sl Hayasla OTpULIATh, HO MOTOM B HEPEIIMTEIbHOCTH OTKHMHYJIA TOJIOBY Ha3zaj. ... He 3Haia,
YeM CTajia B Xpame, HO 51 ce0s1 KOHTpoJIMpoBasia. MeHs IeperonHsijia sKak/1a MEeCTH, KakK U CTPAaHHYIO
JKEHIIMHY, KOTOPYIO 51 YBUJIe/Ia BHYTPEHHUM B30poM. fl Oblia rotoBa yOUTS JIIofiel, KOTOpble OpoCH-
Jmch OexaTh OT MeHs. bbiia rotoBa pasHecT Bce KoposieBcTBo. Crenaiia Ob1 s1 9107 B ByxTe Caiiona
TMOJIHO HEBUHHBIX Jioiel. KoHeuHo, 51 Obl OCTaHOBMIIACH TIPEsK/IE, YeM AeNO0 Obl AOIUIO A0 TOTO.

4l nrana cebe.

4 cuurana, yro Kactun cmeprensHO paHeH win yout. $1 Obl He octaHoBWIack. He octaHOBH-
Jach OBl IO T€X MOP, TIOKa He HACBITHIIACh MeCThIO. U MOHATHS He nMesna, YTo MHE JJIs1 9TOro MoTpe-
60BaJIOCh OBI.

Bo3yx, KOTOpbIM $ Apllana, cTai KuciabiM. [lonbitanack yopars Nogasibiie 3TH MBICIH, YTOObI
MOyMAaTh HaJl HUMU TIO3XKeE.

— Yro BbI ¢ HUM crienanu? U ¢ octanbHbiMU?

— 4l Hr4ero He caenan.

— Bpanbe! — Opocuna s1.

— 41 He BbIycKau cTpenbl. MeHst TaM Jaxke He ObLI0, — OTBETHJI OH. — A OHU NMPUMEHUIIN TOK-
CHH, U3BJICYEHHBI U3 TEHEBUKA — IIBETKA, KOTOPBI pacTeT Ha caMoM BocToke rop Hukrtoca. OH
BBI3BIBACT CYJIOPOTH M MApajiiy, a 3aTeM KoXa 3arBepiaeBaeT. [JoBoiIbHO OONIE3HEHHO, TOKa KepTBa
HE TOrpyXaercsl B ITyOOKHIA COH. Y MpHHIA YIIET OObllle BPEMEHH, YTOObI TPOCHYTHCS, CY/Is 110
TOMY, 4UTO s cibimai. Heckonmbko qHer. Bo3MokHO, OH TPOCHETCs 3aBTpa.

Heckonbko queii? 3aBtpa?

— Kak gonro s 6bi1a 6e3 co3Hanus?

— JIBa nHsA. Moxker, Tpu.

Boru 6oros.

S maxe mymarh HE XOTesa, KaK CUJIbHO MEHsI OTpesiv IO ToJIoBe, €CiU 51 TaK JOJITro Oblia B
oTkimouke. Ho B BoibBEHOB monajio meHblile crpent, yeM B Kactuna. Kuepan ceiiuac HaBepHsiKa
npocHyJicsa. U [Ixacnep. Y, MOXET, OCTaJIbHBIE. . .

— 3Halo, 0 YeM Thl AyMaelllb, — 000pBaJI My)XYMHA MOH Pa3MbIIIUIEHUs. — UYTO BOJIBBEHBI TOYYIOT
TBOM 30B. YTO OHM mipuayT K Tebe. Her, He nmpuayt. Koctu 3armymaioT nepBo3naHHbl HOTaM. A
elle OHU HEeUTPAIU3YIOT BCe CIIOCOOHOCTH, BO3Bpaiast TeOs K TOMY, YeM Thl SIBJISICIIbCS B CBOEH
cymHocTH. CMEpTHOM.

Tak BOT moyeMy 51 HUUEro He MOYyBCTBOBaIa OT 3TOro yesnoseka? He oueHb pusiTHast HOBOCTb.
[Nanuka yrpokasna BLIEMHUTLCS B MEHSI KOI'TSMU, HO TeHeBasl (purypa ABMHYJIACh U IIarHyja B CBET
axena.
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Moe Tesno 3acThUIO TIpU BUJIE YesIoBeKa, OJeTOro Bo Bee YepHoe. Mos yIiia BoccTalia pOTUB
TOrO, UTO A yBHUjeNa. beccmpicmiia. 1o HEBO3MOKHO. Ho 51 y3Hana TeMHbIE MYIIUCThIE BOJIOCHI,
TSDKEITYI0 YeTIOCTh U TOHKHME ryObl. Terneps 5 3HaJia, oueMy ero CMeX MoKa3ayics MHEe 3HAKOMBIM.

Kanuran koposieBcKo# rBapauu.

Kanuran fHceH.

— BbI 5xe MepTBBI, — BBIIOXHYJIA I, YCTABUBIIIMCH HA HETO, MOKA OH IIeJT MeXk/1y KOJIOHHAMMU.

TemHast OpoBb B3JIeTENA BBEPX.

— C yero 1ol Tak pemuia, [lenemnag?

— BosHecrmecst Bckope Toclie Halllero oThe3/1a 00HApYXUIM, YT0 XOYK He TOT, 32 KOro ceos
BbIIaBajl. — IMeHHO Tak cka3ai MHe jopa YeiiHu B ToM skumaxe. — OHu roopuiu, uto [ociemo-
BaTeJIM MMPOHUKJIA B BBICIIIUE PSAABI KOPOJICBCKOHN IBap/Ivy.

— 9T0 TaK, HO MEHS HE MONMAJIH.

SIHCeH MPUTIOHSIT YTOJIOK T'y0, Imarasi Briepe/l ¥ MPOBO/s MaJIbIIaMH TI0 TPOOy.

S cMoTpena Ha Hero B 3aMelaTebCTBe.

—41... a1 He nonnmaro. Bel [locnenoBarens? Bl nognepxrBaere npuHua?..

— 4 nonpepxuBalo Atnantho. — OH CTPeMUTENHHO TIEPeceK OCTaBIIeecs: PACCTOSTHHE 32 OUH
yaap cepiiia U OMyCTUJICS Ha KOJICHW, TaK YTO HAIllM TJIa3a OKAa3aJIMCh HA OJIHOM ypoBHe. — S He
IlocnenoBares.

— IpaBna? — CkopocTh, C KOTOPOW OH JBUTAJICS, 3TO BblaBajia. — Toraa KTo e Bbl?

V7pI0Ka Ha TJIOTHO CKATBIX Ty0ax crasa mmpe. Ero uepThl 000CTpUIICh, Cy3WITUCh, U OH U3Me-
HwicsA. Ero HoBoe Tesio ObIIO TOHBIIE M HUXKE POCTOM, MOTOHYB B ofiexae AnceHa. Ero koxka crana
OoJiee CMYTJION 1 TIaIKOU. BooCk OTeMHeN! 10 YepHOTHI M OTPOCIH, a IJ1a3a MOCBETISN U CTaIN
rOTyOBIMH.

He mporuio 1 HeCKOMBKUX CeKyH[I, KakK Tiepe/o MHOW Ha KOJICHSIX CTOsUT Bekker.
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I'naBa 4

— Boru 60roB, — mpoxpuriena 5, OTOIBUIasiCh OJAJIbIIE OT 3TOTO. .. CYIIECTBA.

— 51 Tebs1 Hanyran? — cripocui SIHceH-BekkeT roinocoM 10HOrO BOJIbBEHA.

Ero nuno 0bu1o aOCOMIOTHO TaKUM e, KaK y BHYy4YaToro IyieMsiHHUKa AJlacTipa.

— ThI... THI IEpeBEePTHILL.

OH KuBHYIL

$1 He MorU1a OTOpBaTh OT HEro B3rIAAa. B rojoBe He yKi1aaplBanoCk, YTO Nepeio MHOM SIHCeH,
a He bekker.

— ... 1 He 3HaJIa, YTO NEPEBEPTHILLIM MOT'YT ClIeJIaTh ceOsl TAKMMU OXOKUMMU Ha IPYTUX JIOJEH.

— BOJIBbIIMHCTBO OCTABIIMXCS JIMHUIA IEPEBEPTHILLIEH MOTYT TOJIBKO ITPEBPAILATHCS B )KUBOTHBIX
WIH. .. BIAJEIOT IPYTUMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU, — OTBETHJI OH. — S OIMH U3 OUYeHb HEMHOTUX, KTO MOXET
JOJITO yepKMBaTh Ipyroi OOMMK. X04uelb 3HaTh Kak?

1, npaBaa, XoTesna, HO HUYEro He cKa3asa.

K cuactbio 111 MeHs1, OH peObIBas B OONTIMBOM HACTPOCHHHU.

— Bce, 4T0 MHe HyKHO, — 4TO-TO IpUHAIEKaIIee Jpyromy. OOBIYHO JOCTATOYHO MPSIAX BOJIOC.
ITpeBparaTbcs B BOJIbBEHA HEBEPOSATHO JIETKO.

A BOT U1 MeHs ObUIO HENIOCTMKMMO, KaK MOKHO C JIETKOCTBIO MPEBpALaThCsl B KOrO-TO.

— A OHH... 3HAIOT, YTO ThI Aejaelb? UTo npuHUMaenb ux 00IuK?

[Mo-mipexxHEMY € YJIBIOKOH Ha MaJIbUMINIECKOM JILe SIHCeH MoKavyas roJI0BOM.

— OOBIUHO HeT.

4l naxe He mpITanack MNOHATH, KAKOBO 3TO — IIPUHUMATh UyKOW OOJIMK M KaK 3TO MOXHO JIeNIaTh
6e3 paspeleHus. ITo Ka3aJloCh MHE BEJIMYAIIIMM IPOM3BOJIOM, OCOOEHHO €CJIH JIeNIaTh TO, YTOObI
0OMaHyTh KOTO-TO. ..

S1 BApYr O0CO3HaJIa YTO-TO, ¥ 3TO NOHMMAHKE BbI3BAJIO BOJIHY THEBA.

— Tak 310 OBUI THI, — BO3MYyTHIIACH 5. — He HacTosmmii bekker npuBen MeHsi B Xpawm, a ThHI.

— 41 Bceraa 3Hau1, 4TO MO/ BYaJIbIO ITPSIUETCS yMHAS JIEBYILKA, — 3aMETHJI OH M OMSATh U3MEHIUJICH,
NPUHSIB COOCTBEHHBIE YepThl. MeHsI 3T0 Opa3uiio HUYYTh He MEHbIIIE, YeM B MEPBHIA pas.

Oco3HaHue, 4YT0 MeHs 3aMaHWJI B JIOBYIIIKY He IOHbII UTPUBBII BOJIbBEH, IIPUHECIIO OOJIErYeHue.

— Kak? Kak nonyunsoce, uro HUKTO He noHsu? Kak s?..

51 3amomuasia. Korga npounrana ero sMoLuM B Xpame, OHU He OIYIIAIUCh Kak SMoLuK bek-
KeTa.

— Kak nmosmyunnock, 4To HU Thl, HM Halll IpUHL HU4Yero He noHsim? Hu naxe Kuepan wim
Jxacnep? Korga nepeBepThIIy NPHHAMAIOT 9yXKON OOJIMK, MBI IEPEHUMAeM 4yXHe OCOOEHHOCTH
HACTOJIbKO, YTO OOHAPYKUTh IPaBIy HEBEPOATHO TpyaHO. [Topoil Ham caMKM HeJlerko MOMHUTb, KTO
MBI Ha CaMOM JIeJIe.

Ha ero snuiie MesbKHYIa TpeBoOra M Mcyessa Tak ObICTPO, UTO s Aake He OblIa yBepeHa, BUena
J ee.

— Pasymeercs, Hai npuHIL 3Ha, yTo 5 nepeepthiil. Kak 3Hanu u MHorue npyrue. Ho, oue-
BU/IHO, HUKTO HE OXKUAJ TAKOM MaHUMy Ay, HUKTO 1ake He McKall epeBepThIla.

— C bekkeroMm Bce XopoIo?

SIHceH oTBeN B3IVIAA.

— JlomxHo Obuto. EMy nanu conHoe 3enbe. Takum ObUT TU1aH. YCBIMUTE €ro Ha BpeMsi, YTOObI
51 yCIIeJl 3aHATh €ro MecTo.

Moe cepalie Cxajoch.

— Ho yro-T0 nouwio He Tak?

— Ja. — SlHCeH Ha MUT 3aKpbLT I71a3a. — 5 HEBEpHO paccumTall KOJIMYECTBO 3€JTbsi, HEOOXOIMMOE,
YyTOOBI IOHBII BOJIbBEH ciajl. OH MPOCHYJICS, KOI/Ia 51 BOIIEN B €0 KOMHATY.
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OH OTKMHYJICSI HA3a/1 ¥ TIPOBEJT PYKOH TIO JIMILY.

— To, 4TO MPOM30IILIO MOTOM, — HECYACTIIMBOE CTEUEHHE OOCTOSITENIHCTB.

VY MeHs1 K TOpiTy TOACTYINJIA KeJTdb.

— T youn ero?

— MHe npuIuIoch 3TO CAEJaTh.

Sl ycraBuiach Ha iepeBepThIIa. Y MeHs IIepexBaTHIIO IbIXaHHE.

— OH 6bu1 BCero ib pedeHKoM !

— 3Haw. — OH omycTun pyky. — HUKOMY U3 Hac 3TO He MOHPABUJIOCh, HO 3TO HYKHO OBLIO
cliesiarh.

— DTOro He HyXHO ObUIO JiefiaTh. — Mou I71a3a HAMOJTHWINCH cre3amu. — OH ObLT peOeHKOoM,
1 OH ObUT HCBUHEH.

— Hesunnsie Bce Bpemst ymupatot. Thl Bclo ku3Hb npoxuia B Comwvce. Thl 3Haellb, 4TO 3TO
npasa.

— U 310 1aeT npaBo CUUTaTh, UYTO MPUUUHSATH OOJb APYTUM — HOPMAJILHO ?

— Her. Ho uenb onpasapiBaeT cpesctsa, — Bo3pasuil SlHceH. — Hapon Atnantuu 310 novimer.

Jlnst MeHs ObLIIO HEMOCTHKMMO, KaK MOKHO OIpaB/iaTh yOMICTBO peOeHKa.

— A moyemy Tebs1 3T0 BOOOIIE BOIHYET? — CIIpOCchI OH. — ThI CTOsIJIa U CMOTpena, Kak JIIoIU
roJIONAIOT, KaK UX YHUKAIOT ¥ OTHAOT Ha Putyan. I Huyero He nenana.

— 41 Torna He 3Hana nmpaBakl, — OpocuIIa 51, CMapruBasi CJe3bl.

— W 310 1aet npaBo cuMTaTh, YTO 3TO HOPMATBHO?

— Her. He naer, — cka3aia s, 1 OH clierka okpyrivi miasa. — Ho s He Bcerna crosiyia U HU4ero
He jenana. S nenana yto Mora.

— DT10ro OBUI0 HEAOCTATOYHO.

— 51 He ckazana, 4TO JOCTATOYHO. — S IPEPBIBUCTO B3/I0XHYNA. — 3a4eM ThI 3TO JeJIaellb?

— Mos 00S13aHHOCTb — YCTPAHSTD JTIOObIE YTPO3bl ATIaHTHU.

S n3nana XpuUIUIblii HeJOBEPUUBBIN CMEIIIOK.

— TbI MeHs 3Haenb. 3Haja MHOTO JieT. Thl 3Haellb, 4To 51 He MPEJCTaBIA Yyrpo3bl. 1 Obl He
CTaJla HUYero JeiaTh B Xpame, e Obl MHE HE YTPOKaJIH.

— Twi ceftuac Tak roBopwuiib. OJHAK/IBI 3TO U3MEHUTCS. XOTS YAUBUTENBHO, KaK TeCeH MUp.
[Mpeamnonaranock, YTO MOs1 pOJIb 3aKJII0YAIACH B TOM, YTOOBI OTKpHITh Kactuiy noctyn k tebe. A non-
T'He TO/IbI TIPOKIIT BO JIKH, YTOOBI OH MOT B3ATh B TUIeH JleBy U MCMONIL30BaTh €e, 9TOOB OCBOOOIUTD
Opara ¥ BepHYTh HEKOTOpbIC U3 IMOXUIICHHBIX Y HAC 3eMelTb. $1 MOHATHSA He UMel, KTO Thl M TIOYeMy
TeOs cuenanu JleBoi.

— U1 ero 6pak co MHO#1 Mokazascs Tede mpeaaTebcTBOM? — MPEINOoNOKUIIA 5.

— Ha camom pene HeT, — OTBETWII OH, YAUBUB MeHsl. — OH Bce ellle MOT' UCTIOJIHUTD TO, YTO OT
HEro OXKUIaIoch. Bo3aMOXKHO, 3TO OKa3anoch Obl 1ake Jierye, KOorja Thl ero XeHa, a He TUICHHUIIA.

— Toraa nouemy? [Totomy 4TO £... MOTOMY YTO BO MHE €CTh Karjisi KpoBH Oora?

— Kamna? — pacemesines SIHceH. — JleBouka, s 3HaI0, 4TO Thl HATBOPWJIA B Xpame. TeGe Hy:KHO
OoJbIIIe BEpUTH B CEO5I.

Bo MHe BckuIies rHeB, U s MPUBETCTBOBAJIA €70, BIECTUBIIKCH B 9TO IyBCTBO. DTO ObLIa JTyJIast
KOMITaHUsI, YeM Tope.

— 51 MHOTO JIeT He ObUIa MPOCTO IEBOYKOM, TAK YTO HE Ha3bIBAll MEHS TaK.

— Mowu usBuHeHHS. — OH CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY. — ['0TOB OMTHCS 00 3aKjaj, 4yTo B TeOe ropasnao
Oobiiie, yem Karuist. TBOsI KpOBHAS JIMHUS JOJKHA ObLIa OCTaBaThCs OUEHb YUCTOM, Pa3 Thl MTPOSIB-
JISIeTllb TaKUe CIIOCOOHOCTH.

OH BapyT MoAAJICS BIEpe U CXBATUII MEHs 3a MoAOOPOIOK. fl momnsITanack BEIpBaThCs, HO OH
yzepxas MeHst. Ero TeMHble I71a3a OCMOTpEN MO€ JIMIIO, CJIOBHO OH YTO-TO MCKAJL.

— CTpaHHO, 4TO sl HUKOT/IA MPEX e ITOro He BUAE. A JOIKEH Obl.

41 cxBarmia ero 3a npearuieuse. Kangansl Ha 3arscTbe npeaynpexaaloiie CxKaIuch.
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— V06epu OT MeHsI PyKH.

— W gro, [leBa? — Ero yneiOKa cTasia 9yTh IIMPE, 2 MOU I'HEB pa3ropelics eine xapde. — Tol
HE MOXeIIb CAeIaTh CO MHOW HUYEro, YTO He IPUUMHUT Bpe] TeOe camoil. S TonbKo uTo Ha3Bas Teds
yMHOU. He BBICTaB/IsIll MEHS JIKELIOM.

Moii GeccusIbHBII THEB KOPEHUJICS B OTYASIHUM OTTOTO, YTO 51 HE MOTY 3alllUTUTh CeOsl.

— Otnyctu MeHs !

Sucen yOpan pyky. Bapyr Bctan m mocMoTpen Ha Kydy KOCTed psiioM cO MHOW. f Tskeno
JpIIIaia, a cepe OemeHo ONIoCh.

— 4 3Han, 4ro 3amepxkuBaThCS B MacaJOHMM HEpa3syMHO, — cKa3al oH. — [loatomy s yexaiu
BCKope 1ocJe Bac. S Bcrperuiics ¢ AnactupoM no nytu B Ilpenen Cneccel. Bot Toraa s u y3Han,
KTO THI.

S Bnm1ach HOTTSIMM B JIAJJOHU.

— 3Hauut, Anactup 3HaJ, KTO 51?7

— Korna on BniepBbie yBuen 1e0st — HeT.

OH 1IHYJ 4TO-TO HOCKOM carora, W MpeaMeT MposieTes M0 MbUIBHOMY MHOJy. DTO OKa3aach
OTCeYeHHast KUCTh PyKU. MHe CTajio JypHO.

— 51 ocraBascsi B TeHH, TIOKa He MPUIIIO BPeMs, M TOra MpuHsi1 oOnuk bekkera.

— ThI cTOSIT U CMOTpeEJI, KOI/Ia HaC e/iBa He 0j10/1es10 Bolcko Bosuecmuxcs. Jlioagu ymupanu, a
Tl HUYETO He Jesan’?

Moii ronoc coumniicsi Ipe3peHreM.

OH Opocuit Ha MeHs B3I

— 4 He Tpyc.

— Tsl cam 3TO cKazall, — OIHUMU TyOaMu YIIBIOHYTach 5. — He s1.

OH 1107170 He 1IeBenICs.

— Bpu10 Henerko npsaTaThbcs U CMOTPETh, Kak BOMcKO Haasuraercs Ha [Ipenen Cneccol. Mue
HUKOIZIA B )KM3HU HE ObUIO Tak Tsokeno. Ho, B ommyme oT Tex (pasblIMBBIX XPAHUTENBHULL, 5 —
3amuUTHUK ATIQHTUM, UCTUHHBIA XPaHUTEIb 1IapcTBa. S 3HAJ, YTO MOSI MUCCHSI TOPa3[l0 BaxHee,
yeM Bo3MoskHoe nagenue [penena Criecchl u gaxe rudesb HAIIero MpUHIIA.

— Uctunnpii XpaHurtenn?

Sl momymana o KeHIIMHAX, KOTOpble MPUHAAJIEKAT [UIMHHOW TPAAUIIMA BOMHOB — KEHITMHAX,
KOTOpBIE C MeYaMU HarepeBec cupbirHyIu ¢ Bana, okpyxatomero Ipenen Crnecchl, U cpakaiuch
ropaszio Oeccrpaliitee, 4eM, Kak 5 BUJesa, CpakaeTcsl KarnuTaH. 51 XpUIuio paccMesiiach.

— Tr1 Onenast kankasi TeHb B CPaBHEHUH C X PaHUTEILHUIIAMH.

Most 1mieka B30pBajiach OOJIbIO, ¥ 3TO CTAJIO €IMHCTBEHHBIM CBUIETEILCTBOM TOTO, YTO OH TOITIe-
BEJIWJICSL ¥ OpocHicsi KO MHe. Bo pTy NOsIBUIICS METAJUTMYECKUI BKYC.

— 41 moHumaio, 4To THI COMTA C TOJIKY M MOJABJIEHA, — CKa3aJl OH C IPUTBOPHBIM COUYBCTBHEM,
MIOIHUMASICh U Jiesiast mar Hazal. — Ho eciu Thl OCKOpOUIIL MeHs ellie pas, s 3a ceOsl He OTBevalo.

Mens onanmn oOxuratonii kap. Illeka 6onena, HO s MOBEpHYJa K HEMY I'OJIOBY ¥ BCTPETHIIACH
B3[JISIJIOM.

— Twt ympers, — moobermana s1, yapi0asch, a ero meku nodarpoBesu ot ruesa. — 51 yobio Te0st
cama, 1 310 OyJeT cMepTb, 3acTyKeHHAsI TAKUM TPYCOM, KakK ThI.

On punysics ko MHe. Ha 3TOT pa3 BMecTe ¢ ocTpoil OOJIbIO MPHIIUIA ThMa, OT KOTOPOW s He
cMoryia cOexarb, Kak HU CTapasach.

Sl cTucHyna 3yObl, KOTJa TaBJIeHUE MyT Ha 3aIsICThe YCHIIMIIOCh, U CJIeTKa TIOBEpHYJIa T'OJIOBY,
YCTaBUBIIIMCH Ha KOITbE B Ipy/Iu ckesieta. Ha kameHb 3akariana cBexasi KpoBb, U 51 IPEKpaTuiia TSHYTh,
TSIKEJIO JIbIIIA.
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S xpmana, yxe 3Hasl, YTO C KaXIbIM 3aBOEBAHHBIM [IOMMOM IYThl YyTb-4yTh OCIAOJSIOTCS.
[Tony4yenue 3Toro 3HaHKS OKA3aJI0Ch MyUUTEIbHO ME/IJICHHBIM IPOLIECCOM.

CocperoTOYMBIINCH HA JBIXaHUH, 51 TPUCIIOHUIIACh BUCKOM K cTeHe. Best pyka 6onena. Tons-
THSI HE MMeJIa, CKOJIbKO TPOILIO BPEMEHU C TeX MOp, Kak Morepsuia co3HaHue. [J0MKHO OBbITh,
HECKOJIbKO YacoB. MoxeT, O0JbIIe, TOTOMY UTO TOJIOHBIE CTIa3MBbl B )KUBOTE CMEHHIIUCH TIOCTOSIHHOM
Hoto1el 6onbio. U 51 3amepsna — Teno 0KoYeHes o OT XOIOoAaA.

Moii B3MJ1s1] CKOJIB3HYJI IO KaMeHHBIM rpodam. [Touemy M okaszaiu yecTb, HOXOPOHUB TIOJ0-
OaroImmm 00pa3oM, TOrAa Kak OCTaJIbHBIX POCTO YCAIUIIU BJOJIb CTeH? DTO ObUI JIUIIH OAWH U3 MHO-
’KECTBA MYYHMBIIIMX MEHS BOITPOCOB. Jlaleko He CaMBblil BAXKHBIM, HO 51 IPEANOYUTAIIA JyMaTh 00 9TOM,
YeM O TOM, IOYEMY JIO CUX I1Op KHUBa.

SlHceH yTBepkaai, 4To sl MpeACTaBsio yrposy. M, Moxer, mpoOynuBiieecss BO MHE B Xpame
U paBJa npeacrasiser. BosamoxkHo, g yrpo3a. Ho 3auem octaBissTh MeHs B xuBbIX? Vi iMeHHO
3T0 OHU U MIaHupoBain? [locaauTh MEHS B CKJIEN U OCTaBUTH 37ECh, MIOKA s1 HE YMpY OT rojiofa u
HE MPEBPAIIyCh B €11l OAHY MbUIbHYIO KYUKY KOCTEH Y CTEHBI.

l'opno Thickamu caaBuiia maHuKa, 3aTpyaHss asixanue. Ho s nmpornana ee. He Moria mo3Bonuth
ce0e caaThes CTpaxy, KOTOPBI HA30MIMBOM TEHBIO MasTIMII B IITyOMHE co3HaHwMsl. S BeIOepych oTciona
— b0 cama, J1uO0 MeHs Hanner Kacrut.

3Haio, oH OyneT MeHs uckatb. Ckopee BCEero Ha4HeT, Kak TOJIBKO MpocHeTcs. Ml OH pa3pymuT
BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO, €M NMOHaJ00uTCss. OH MEeHsI HaldeT.

41 BBIOEpYCH OTCIOAA.

Ho 17151 Hauana MHe TpeGOBaIOCh OpyKHeE.

[TpurotoBUBIIKCH K 00U, s1 MEJJIEHHO BHITSHYNA PyKY. [1asblibl KOCHYJIUCH TBUTBHOTO APEBKA
KOIbsl. MeHs1 0XBaTuIio BO30Y:KI€HUE, XOTsI Iy Thl TyXKe COMKHYJIMCh Ha 3aMSICThe, BIUBASICh B TUIOTh.
Bcenbixayna 607b. . .

I'ne-To B Mpake ckJjerna KaMeHb CKOJIb3HYJ 110 KaMHIO, U 51 IPeKpaThiia CBOM NMONBITKU. VIrHO-
pUpYs CUIBbHYIO OOJIb, OITYCTHIIA PYKY Ha KOJIEHH, TJie coOpaJiach CBeKasi KpOBb, ITPOMUTAB PyOaIlIky.
Sl ycraBuiiach B TEMHOTY, Hallpsirasi 3p€HUE U CTapasiCb pacCMOTPETb, KTO MPHULIIE.

— Buky, Tl HaKOHEII POCHYJIACH.

Ycapimas rosoc Anactupa, s ckajla PyKd B KyJIaKH.

Uepe3 MrHOBEHHUE OH BBIIIET Ha OcBelIeHHoe (pakesoM MecTo. OH BHIIVIAJEN TaK ke, Kak U B
Xpame, pa3Be YTo Terepb ero YepHasi TYHHKa C 30JI0TOM HUTHIO OblTa 6€3 PyKaBoB.

— 41 y&e nmpuxoau, HO ThI ClIaJa.

— Ilpenatenb, CykuH ChiH! — CILTIOHYJIA f1.

Anactup OCTaHOBWJICS MEX/Y ABYMSI KAMEHHBIMU I'POOHUIIAMHU.

— Buxy, To1 3nuibest. MiMeens Ha 3To MOJIHOE MpaBo. SIHCeH MpU3HAJICS, YTO BBIIIEN U3 ceOs
1 yaapui te0s. S mpoiry 3a 9T0 mpoieHus. BUTh TOro, KTo He MOXET 3allUTUThCS, HE BXOAUT B
HAlllY KJISATBBI.

— MeHns He BOJHYET, YTO OH MEHs yIapui, — IPOIIUIeNa s, CEpIUTO YCTaBUBLIMCH HA AJla-
crupa. — MeHst BoiHyeT, 4To Bbl npeaaiu Kactuna. YTo Bb IPMIOKMIN PYKY K CMEPTH COOCTBEH-
HOT'O BHYYaTOro IJIEMSIHHUKA.

OH CKJIOHUJT HAOOK TOJIOBY, U TIEPECEKAIOIIHIA €ro JIOO HEPOBHBIH IIPaM CKpbLIA TEHb.

— TbI cMOTPHIIIL HA 3TO KAaK HA MPeJaTeIbCTBO. S ke BUKY B 3TOM HEOOXOAMMOCTh 00ECTIeUYNTh
6e30MacHOCTh ATJIAaHTHH.

B moei rpyau 3aropenach sipocTh.

—Kaxk s ckazana fIHceny, 51 Bcero jmib 3amuinainace. 3amuiana Kactuna u Kuepana, u [Ixac-
niepa. 1 Owl...

— ThI OB HUKOT/IA TAKOTO HE cJefiajia, ecid Obl He CUMTAlIa, YTO TaKas peakIys ornpaBjiaHHA?
— niepedut oH. — TeOst BRIHYAWIM IPUMEHHUTh CUITy TBOEH KPOBU MPOTHUB APYyrux?

Most rpyap TsKeI0 NOJHSAIACH U OIYCTUJIACK.
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— Ja.

— JlaBHBIM-/IaBHO, KOrJa OOrH, YbHM MMEHA JIABHO MO3a0bIThI, TPOOYAUINCh M CTAJIU COCYIIIe-
CTBOBAaTh CO CMEPTHBIMU, CMEPTHbIE TIOMUMHSITUCH ITpaBWiaM. Boru NeficTBOBaM Kak UX 3alIUTHUKH,
HAIIPaBJIsUIM UX B TPYIHbIE BPEMEHa U JIa)e JapOBAIM MUJIOCTH CAMbIM TPEJaHHBIM.

— MeHs He uHTEepecoBa Obl STOT YPOK MCTOPHH, JIaKe €CJIM Obl OT HEro 3aBUCeNa MOSI JKU3Hb,
— BCIIBUIMIIA £1.

— Ho, xpome Toro, oHM BICTYHAJIM TIepe]] CMEPTHBIMU KaK CyAbH, IPUCSIKHBIC U TIAJIAYH, €CITU
AesTHUSI CMEPTHBIX MTPU3HABATIMCH OCKOPOUTETbHBIMU M HEJJO3BOJIEHHBIMU, — MPOJIOIIKAT AJIACTUD,
CJIOBHO 51 HMYero He ropopmia. — [Ipobiema coctosyia B TOM, YTO TOJBKO OOTH ONpENesisiii, 4To
SIBJISIETCS, A YTO HE SIBJISIETCS HaKa3yeMbIM. MHOKECTBO CMEPTHBIX YMEPJIH OT PyK OOTOB 32 HUUTOX-
HbIe OCKOpOJIeH!s1. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB POTHB TUX OOrOB BOCCTAIM MX Mula iiive cooparbs. Ho ckiioH-
HOCTb JISHICTBOBAaTh HEOOLyMaHHO, YaCTO B IMOPbIBE CTPACTU WJIM IPYTUX HENPE/ICKa3ye- MbIX SMOLIHUH,
VI OTBEYATh HACUJIMEM — YepTa, KOTOPOH MOJBEP:KEeHBI Aaxe OOru, 0COOSHHO CTapiive U3 Hux. Bot
MOYeMy OHH YCHYIIH.

— Cnacu6o0 3a cBelieHus1, — OTpbI3HYJIach 1. — Ho BBI Bee elnie He 0OBSICHUIIN, TT0YeMy Tpelaini
npuHIa. M nouemy ricnonb3oBaiy Jiist 3Toro bekkera.

— 4 mocTynua Tak, Kak ObUIO HYKHO, TIOTOMY YTO JKECTOKOCTh OOTOB YacTO MEPEXOAUT K MX
AeTSIM, — 3asIBUJI OH. — MBICIH U TIOBe/ieHre O0KECTB ObLIM ellie OoJiee HelpeaCcKa3yeMbl, YeM y UX
MIpe/IeCTBEHHUKOB. HeKoTophble cunTasm, 4TO BUHOM TOMY BJIMSIHAE CMEPTHBIX, TOCKOJIBKY MTPEXk/Ie
OOTrH COCYIIIECTBOBAIM CO CMEPTHBIMU, HO HE KM cpeau HuX. OHM octaBasiuch B Minsuyme, Toraa
KaK UX JIETU KUY B IAPCTBE CMEPTHBIX.

Nmmsnym? Ctpana Teneii? Bee 310 3Bydasio kak Opej1, a Moe TeprieHue yike TOAXOIUIIO K KOHITY.
41 Obuta 6M3Ka K TOMY, YTOOBI, PUCKYS IOTEPSITh PYKY, MOMBITATHCS CXBATUTH KOIbE U IIBBIPHYTh
B 9TOr0 Mep3aBlia.

— He 3Hato, u3-3a BIMSHUS CMEPTHBIX WM HET, HO TMOC/E TOTro, Kak OOru yCHYJH, O0kecTBa
CTaJIH. ..

— CIMIIKOM MOTYIIECTBEHHBIMH U CJIMIIIKOM OMACHBIMH, — Tiepeduia s1. — 3Hawo. S 310 yxe
CIIBIIIATIA.

— Ho pacckazan i Tebe SIHCeH, 4TO OHM HaTBOPWIIM, YTOOBI 3aCITyXKUTh TaKylo y4yacTb? YBe-
PEH, THI yKe MOHsJIa, YTO BCE 3aMypOBaHHbIE 371eCh ObUM O0XecTBaMU. — OH TOTHSIT PYKY, TIOKa3bl-
Basl Ha capkodar ¥ Tpynbl. — Pacckaszan iqm oH Tebe, moyeMy MepBUYHbIE aTJIAHTHAHIIBI BOCCTAIIH
MPOTUB HUX MOAOOHO TOMY, KaK MX MPAOTIIHl BOCCTAIM MPOTUB M3HAYAIBHBIX OoroB? Pacckazan nu
OH, KAKMW MOHCTPaMHU OHH CTaJIn?

— OH OB CITUIIIKOM 3aHST, TIOKa OWJT MEHS, M He JOOpaJics IO 3TOr0 MecTa, — Pe3pUTEeTbHO
OTBeTWIA §. — TaK 4To — HeT.

— Kaxercs, 51 momkeH elne pa3 U3BUHUTHCS.

— Jla noriesn Thl, — BHIJABUJIA 5.

HenaBuxy ero nzBuHenusi. [loxoxe, ero cioBa npo3Byvyasil UCKpeHHe. M OH mpousHec ux ¢
TMIOJIHOM 0OOCHOBAHHOCTBIO. MHE He Hy)KHO ObUIO IIPUMEHSTh CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOBI 3TO MOHSTb.

OH noziHs11 OpOBHU, U BBIPAKEHUE €r0 JIMIA CMATYUIOCh.

— BoxecTBa BHICTpOWIIN ATJIaHTHIO, HO OHHU K€ €/1Ba HE Pa3pyIIWIU €€ CBOeH alYHOCTHIO U
KaKION KU3HU, CBOMM HEYTOJNMMBIM KejaHueM Oombiero. OHu Beerga xotenu Oosnbine. OHU He
3HAJIM OrpaHuveHnid. Ecim oM 4yero-to xotenu, To Opajiu 3To Wi co3uaBayii. VHorma Bo Oraro
KOpOJIEBCTBY. Bosbiasi yacTh BHYTPEHHHUX MOMEIICHUH, KOTOPbIE Thl BUMIIb, CYIIECTBYET Onaro-
napst uMm. Ho vaine oHu AefiCTBOBAIM TOJIBKO B COOCTBEHHBIX MHTEpECax.

910 yKacHO HanoMuHao Bosuecimxcsi. OHU TOXe MPaBUIIM, CTaBsl Ha TIEPBOE MECTO CBOM
KeJIaHU 1.

4 nocmortpena Ha Asactupa.
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— Uraxk, s yrposa, ¢ KOTOpor HYKHO pa3o0parhCsi, TOTOMY YTO s TIPOUCXOKY OT OOXKECTBa, Y
KOTOPOTO TO JIi OBLIIH, TO JIK HET TIpoOieMbl ¢ camoodnaganuem? — C Moux Ty0 copBajics CMEIIoK. —
Kak 6ynro y MeHst HeT COOCTBEHHO# BOJIH M S BCET'O JIMIIIb MOOOYHBIN MPOIYKT TOTO, YTO COACPKUTCS
B MO€i KpoBu?

— [enennad, BO3MOKHO, 151 TeOs1 3TO MPO3BYUUT HEBEPOSTHO, HO ThI TOJILKO YTO BCTYIHJIA B
Ot160p. PaHO WK MO3JHO T HAYHEIIIb UCTIBITBIBATH TE K€ OECTIOPSIIOUHbIE M KECTOKUE UMITYJIbCHI,
410 1 oHH. ThI ceiiyac ornacHa, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CTaHEIllb YeM-TO COBEPIIEHHO UHBIM.

INepeno MHOIA BCIIBIXHYN 00pa3 KEHIIMHBI C BOJIOCAMU KaK JIyHHBIH CBET.

— Yro emie Xyxke, B caMOil CBOEH CYTU Thl CMEpTHAs M ropasjio OoJIbIlle MOABEep:KeHA BIIUSI-
HUIO, YeM aTJIaHTUAHIIBI WK BOJIbBEHBI. V1 U3-32 CMEPTHOCTH Thl OyJIellb ellie CHJIbHee MOJABEpKeHa
VMITYJIbCUBHBIM PEIIICHHSIM.

JKenmuHa nrcuesna U3 MOEro BHYTPEHHETo B30pa, U 51 IOCMOTpeJa Ha Hero.

— BrI ommbaeTecs. CMepTHBIE TOpa3io OCMOTPHTENIbHee U 0oJiee CKIIOHHBI 00eperaTh KU3Hb.

OH BBITHYJ OPOBb.

— Jlaxe eciiv ¥ TaK, Tl IPOUCXOMIIL OT TEX, YTO POXKJCHBI OT IJIOTH U OTHSI CAMbIX MOTY-
IIIECTBEHHBIX OOroB. TBOM CMOCOOHOCTH TMOPA3UTEILHO HATIOMUHAIOT CIIOCOOHOCTH TeX, KTO, €CIIH
UX Pa303JIMTh, MOIJIM OBICTPO CTAaTh pa3pyLIMTEsSIMU, UCTIENIETSAIONIMME Bce B cBoeM TrHee. Llesbie
ceMbH ObLTM UCTPeOIeHbl U3-3a TOrO, YTO KTO-TO TMOCMENT OCKOPOUThH KOro-To u3 OoxecTs. Llesnbie
ropojia pa3pyuiajiy 10 OCHOBAHUS, €CIIM OJVH YeJIOBEK COBEpINal MpecTyIuieHne mpoTuB Hux. Ho
TUIATHJIN BCE — MY)KUMHbI, KEHIIIMHBI U JIETH.

Bo MHe BO3HMKJIO OECTIOKOICTBO.

— IloToM OHM HayayM BBICTYIATh JPYT MPOTHUB Jpyra ¥ YHUUTOXaTh B OOpbOE 3a BJIACTb HAJ|
Arnantueii. B 31o Bpems Obuti ucTpeOieHbI 1iesibie KpoBHbIe uHuK. Koraa moru6im notomku Caid-
OHa, MPOTUB OOXKECTB BOCCTaM cepeHbl. OHM yMepiu He MOTOMY YTO BIAJM B JIEIPECCHIO M HE
MOTOMY YTO WX JIMHUS paCTBOPWJIACH M OHU B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Mcue3u. VX youio apyroe GOKecTBo.
MHorue KpoBHbIE JIMHUU TIOTHOM OT PyKH 9TOr0 OOXKeCcTBa — 00XeCTBa, KOTOPOE MHOTUE CUUTAIIN
HE TaKuM, Kak JIpyrue.

OT rHeBa MOPIIMHBI BOKPYT €r0 pTa CTaJU ITyOKe.

— Jlaxe 1 oqHO BpeMs Tak cuuTall. [la v Kak s MOT He BEpUTh, UTO OH He Takor? OH Xke Kak-
HHMKAaK IIPOUCXONIT OT KOpoJisi 60roB. OH He MOT ObITh TAKUM, KaK JIpyTHe.

— Masiek? — nmpeanonoxuia .

AJactup KUBHYIIL.

— Ho mHorue ommobainuce. § ommobancs. OH ObLT XyAIIUM U3 HUX BCEX.

Sl HanpspkeHHO HAOMIOAaNa, KaK OH MOAXOMUT M OMyCKAeTCsl Ha KaMEHHBIH IMOJT TIepeI0 MHOW.
OH ceJ C TSIKEJBIM B3[JOXOM U, TIOJIOKHB PYKY Ha KOJICHO, IIPUHSUICS M3y4YaTh MEHSI.

— Mauto Ko 3HaJ, Ha 49TO OBLI criocoOeH Masiek. KakoBa Obliia ero 6oxecrsennas cria. Korma
OH ITyCKaJI €e B X0, OCTABAJIOCh OYEHb MAJIO KUBBIX cBUeTeNeld. Ho st 3Hau1, YTO OH MOXKET clieath.
Koponesa Dnoana 31a1a. Koposs Baun 3nain. — Ero xonoaHsie romyosle r1a3a BCTPETUIIMCH C MOUMH.
— Ero cnocoGHOCTH CHIIBHO HAIIOMUHAJIA TBOM.

51 pe3ko BOOXHYyIIA.

— Her.

— OH MOr 4yBCTBOBaTh MOIMH, Kak 3Mmarkl. CUMTAETCS, YTO MX JIMHUS, CMEIIABIIUCh C
JIMHKUEN TiepeBepThILLIEH, OTBETBWIACH OT TOM e, U3 KOTopoi rpou3sorien Masnek. Hekotopble nona-
raioT, YTO UMEHHO IMO3TOMY OOr'W OJaroBOJIMIIM AMIIaTaM. YTo y HUX ObLJIO OOJIbIIE WTEpa, YeM Y
OOJIBIIMHCTBA APYTHX. — MajieKk MOT UCIENATh PaHbl IPUKOCHOBEHUEM, HO PEIKO TaK JIeJasl, IOTOMY
YTO IPOMCXOAMII HE TOJIBKO OT Oora XW3HH, HO 1 OT 6ora cMeptu. Hukroca. Koposb 60roB ObuI 1 TEM,
u apyruMm. U ciocobHocTr Masieka umenu TeMHYI0 CTOpoHYy. Kak 1 aMIiatel, OH MOT OpaTh IMOIUN
Y OTHpaBIATh uX 00paTHO. Ho 0H ObUI criocobeH Ha ropas3io OoJbliiee.

He MoxeT ObITb.
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— OH Mor HacbulaTh Ha JAPYTUX CBOIO BOJIIO, JIOMAaTh U COKPYLIATh TeNa, AaXKe HE IPUKACAACD.
OH MOT CTaHOBUTBCSI CMEPTHIO. — AJTaCTUP YAepKUBaJl MOM B3IJISA, a 1 TOKavasia rojloBoi. — Thl MHE
HpPaBUIIbCA. 3HAIO, Thl, HABEPHOE, ITOMY HE BEPHUILIb, U ECJIU TaK, sl NoHUMar. Ho MHe kaiib, moTomy
yto 3Ha10 — Kactun k teGe cuiibHO npuBsizaH. [loHavamy st He BepuJj, HO Terephb 3HAI0, YTO BAIH
oTHomeHus1 Hactosimue. OH Oyner crpagats. Ho ato B TBOE# Kposu, [lenennad. Trl mpoucxoauiib
ot Hukroca. B TeGe Teuet kpoBb Koposist Maseka. — OH He CBOAWI ¢ MeHs IJ1a3. — 1 mpuHamiexy K
JJIMHHOM Yepe[ie JTI0Jei, KOTOpbIe MOKJISUIMCH 3allMIIATh ATIIAHTHUIO U ee TallHbl. BoT nouemy perum
pazopsath y3bl ¢ Manekom. M BOT moyeMy He MOT'y MO3BOJIMTh TeOe CAeaTh TO, YTO MOUYTH YIAIOCh
emy.

Msae ObUIO HEJIETKO B TIOJTHOM Mepe MPHUHSTh, YTO BO MHE TedeT OoxecTBeHHasi KpoBb. Oue-
BU/HO, s1 HE MOIJIa OTPULaTh, YTO HE MPOCTO HAIOJIOBUHY ATJAHTUAHKA W HANIOJIOBUHY CMEpTHAs.
YestoBEeK CMEIIaHHOTO MPOMCXOXKIEHUSI HE MOXKET JiefiaTh To, uTo caenana s1. Ha takoe HecriocoGeH
Jake MepBUYHBIN aTnaHTuaHel. A noromok Hukroca? [Toromok koposst Maneka?

BoxecTtBa, KoTopoe co3aio camyio niepsyio BosHecryiocsa? Ero neiicTBust mpuBey K rudenu
TBICSIY, €CJIU He OOJIBIIIE.

U 310 B Moeii kpoBu?

51 He Mor1a MOBEPUTH B TO, YTO TOBOPUJI AJIACTUP. DTO 3ByUaso TaK k€ HEBEPOSTHO, KakK M TO,
YTO, M0 YTBEpXkJAeHUI0 repuoruau Tupman, koponeBa Conuca npuxoautcs Mae 6adymkoi. HeBos-
MOkHO. Bo3Hecumecs: He MOTYT UMETh JETeil.

— Kak 51 Mory npoucxoauts or Masieka? — cripocuia 1, XOTs 3TO JaKe 3By4ajio HEBEPOSITHO.

— ¥ Maneka 6b110 MHOTO JTI000BHUII, [Tenennad. Hekotopsie Obuti cMepTHBIME. [pyrue — Her.
W HekoTopble poaniIv eMy JeTeld — OTHPBICKOB, pa30pOCaHHBIX MO BCEMY KOPOJIEBCTBY U MOCETUB-
IIMXCS JAJIEKO Ha 3amajie OTcioAa. Tak uTo B 3TOM HET HUYEero HeBo3MoxxHoro. Ectb MHOTO Apyrux,
MOI0OHBIX TeOe, — TeX, KTO Tak W He JocTur Bo3pacta Otdopa. Thl €ro moToMok.

— Jlpyrue, KTo Tak ¥ He JOCTHT. ..

Sl oceknach, 1 B MOeM yMe Hauyasia (hOpMHUPOBATHCSl HOBAsl yKacHasi MbICTb. boru 60roB, Tak
Anactup u SIHCEH — M KTO 3HAeT, CKOJIbKO JIPYTHX, — MHOTO CTOJIETHI ObUIM B OTBETE 32 CMEPTH. ..
aerei?

— Ho 310 He mpocto kpoBHas nuHUs, [lenemnad. Mpbl ObUTH TIpeaymnpekIeHbl 0 TeOe naB-
HBIM-JaBHO. [IpopouecTBO ObIJIO HAMMCAHO HA KOCTSIX TBOEW TE3KH A0 TOTO, Kak OOTH YCHYJIH.

IMo moeii koxke MoOe)aIu MypaIlKy.

— «Korga nposnbercss KpoBb nociieqHero M30paHHOro, BEIMKUIA 3arOBOPIIMK, POXACHHBIN U3
oty 1 oras [lepBo3nanubix, mpoOyaurcs kak Bectauk u Hocurens Cmeptu u Pazpyienus B 3em-
JI51X, AapoOBaHHBIX Ooramu. beperurech, MO0 KOHEI IPUIIET ¢ 3amnaja, 1a0bl pa3pyIIuTh BOCTOK U OIY-
CTOLUMTD BCE 3EMJIU, UTO JIEXKAT MEK HUMM».

S Bo33pUsIach Ha AJIACTUPA B U3yMJICHHOM MOJTYaAaHUHU.

— Twr — W36panHasi, poxaeHHast OT TUIOTH W OrHs OoroB. M Tel mpuiuia ¢ 3amajga B 3eMIIH,
AapoBaHHbIe OOramu, — ckaszajl OH. — Thl — Ta, 0 KOM Mpeaynpexaana TBOs Te3Ka.

— Tax BBI... cresany Bce 9TO U3-32 MOEN KPOBHOM JIMHUM U TIpopouecTBa?

41 3arpsiciack OT XpUIUIOro cMexa. BaOyIIKMHBI CKa3KU O MTPOPOYECTBAX M O KOHIIE CBETA ObLIH
B Ka/IOM ITOKOJIEHUU. Bcero uiiip ckasku.

— IlycTh THl MHE HE BepHIlib, HO 5 3HAJl — HABEPHOE, 51 BCETa 3HAJ.

OH HaxMypuJIcs U CJIETKa MPUIILY PUIICS.

— 41 movyyBcTBOBa 3TO, KOT/Ia BIIEpBbIE 3arVIsiHYJ B TBOU I1a3a. OHu Obuth crapbivu. [lepBo-
3IaHHBIMU. {1 yBUIe1 CMepTh B TBOMX IV1a3ax €lIe MHOTI'O JIET Ha3al.

Moe cepaiie 3amMepiio, a OTOM 3aKOJIOTUJIOCH.

—Yro?

— Mm1 BeTpedanuck panbiiie. To i Tol ObUIa TOTJa CIUIIKOM Majla, YTOObI 3alIOMHUTH, TO JIU
COOBITHSI TOM HOUM OKA3aJIMCh CJMIIKOM TPAaBMHPYIOIIMMHU, — IPOU3HEC AJIACTHP, U 51 BCIIBIXHYJIA,
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a 3aTeM roxosozena. — 51 He MOHST cpasy, YTO TO Thl, KOrja Briepsble yBuaea teds B Hopom Ilpu-
craHuie. MHe TOKa3aioch, 4To 51 TeOs yxke TIe-T0o BCTpeval, U 9TO He JaBajio MHE MOKosl. YTo-To
B TBOMX ITa3ax. Ho s MOHsI, KTO ThI, KOT/IA ThI Ha3Bajla MMeHa cBoux poauteneid. Kopanena u Jleo-
nosiba. Kopa u ee Jles.

Sl monckoumia — 1o CKJIerna yIibiBas Mojio MHOM. §l He MOria TOBOPUTb.

— 1 conran Tebe, — MATKO cKazas oH. — Koraa roBopui, 4To Mocrnpammsai, He 3HaeT 1 KTO O
HUX U HE MBITAJICS JIM TIOMOYb UM cOexXaTh B ATIAHTHIO. 51 He cOOMpasIcsi HUKOTO paccrpaniBaTh. B
9TOM He ObLJIO HEOOXOAMMOCTH, IIOTOMY YTO STUM YEJTOBEKOM OBLT 1.

C OelieHO OBIOIIUMCS CEpAIeM s CTPSIXHYJIA C ceOsl OIleTieHeHHe.

— Bu1 6b1111 Tam TOM HOUBIO? TO# HOYBIO, Kora KakIyIiye Harmaau Ha OCTOSUIbINA 1BOP?

OH KuBHYJI, U (paKesIbl 10331 HETO 3aMUTaJIH.

[Nepeno MHOV BO3HMKJIA KAPTHHA: OTEll, YbH YEPTHI PACIUIBIBAIOTCS B MOEH MaMSITH, BBITJISIbI-
BaeT B OKHO MOCTOSIJIOTO JIBOPA, UINA YTO-TO MJIM KOro-To. I103ke B Ty HOUb OH CKa3ajl KOMY-TO, KTO
OCTaJICS B MOMX BOCIIOMUHAHHSIX TEHBIO: «DTO MOSI I0Ub».

S ve Moria. .. gpimaTh, s Ha Anactupa. Ero ronoc. Ero cmex. OHu Beera Ka3aauch 3Ha-
KOMBIMH. §l Iymana, 94To OHM HalOMHHAIOT MHe BukTepa. 51 ommbanack.

— ¢l mpuien BCTpeTUThCS ¢ HUMU, YTOOBI TOMOYb O€301acHO yexarth. — B ero ronoce Hapacrana
yCTaJIOCTb.

«OHa He 3HaeT», — cKaszaj OTell] TOM TeHU, KOTOPYIO sl HUKOTAa He Moryia pasrisaeTb. OOpassl
OBICTPO BCTIBIXMBAJIY NIEPE]l MOMMH TJIa3aMU — MOMEHTAJTbHBIE KAPTHUHKH, BOCTIOMUHAHHUSL. §1 1axe He
ObLJ1a yBepeHa, HACTOSIIIME OHU WM OOPBIBKM KOIIMapoB. Moii oTell. .. ero yjbiOKa Obliia CTpaHHOM,
KOT/Ia OH OIJISIHYJICS Yepe3 IUIeY0. «$SICHO», — OTBETUII TOT NMPU3pavHblIii rojioc. Teneps s 3Haia, KoMy
roJI0C MpUHAJIeKAT.

—TBouM poguTesNsM ClieOBAJIO MOAYMATh, IIPEK/IE YEM JICTUTHCS ITUM C KeM Obl TO HU OBLJIO. —
Anactup onsTh MoKavas roloBOH, Ha STOT pa3 NevyasabHO. — M Th ObUTa IpaBa, npearosaras, YTo OHU
nbITauch coexars u3 Comuca, yopaTbesi U3 3TOro KOpPOJIEBCTBA Kak MOKHO Aajbiie. OHM Oesxas.
Onu 3Hamm npaay. Ho, nonnmaens, [Neneniad, TBoM poauTeny Beeraa 3HaM, KTo Takve BosHec-
IIMecs.

Sl nepHynach Hazaj, eaBa ouryas 00JIb B HOTaX U 3arsICThsIX.

— Her.

— Jla, — HacTanBa OH.

Ho 3710 He nmeno Huvero oo1ero ¢ mpapaoid. Mou ponuTtenu ObLUTH XOPOITUMH JIIOABMH. $1 310
MOMHMJIA. XOPOIIIKe JTIOW He CTaTN Obl CTOSITh M CMOTPETh, €I Obl 3HAM MpaBay o Bo3Hecmmxcs.
Ecnu 6bI mOHUMAIH, YTO MPOUCXOAUT C JETHMH, KOTOPBIX OTIAIOT BO BpeMsi Putyana. Xoporue moau
He ctany Obl Mom4aTh. OHM He ObUIM COYYACTHUKAMMU.

— TBost MaTh cTasa JIIOOMMHMIIEH CaMO3BaHOW KOPOJIEBBI, HO OHA He ObLIA JieU-B-0XUIaHUH,
KOTOPOM TIpeJHa3HaueHO BO3HeCcTHCh. OHa Oblia IPUCTYKHUIICH KOPOJICBHI.

[Tpucnyxuuueit? Yto-To B 3TOM CJIOBE IIOKA3aJ10Ch MHE 3HAKOMBIM. B 11apsiiem B rojiose xaoce
sl yBUJIENA. .. KEHIIMH, KOTOpbIe BCETAa HaXOAWIUCh TPH KoposieBe. KeHIMH B YepHOM, KOTOpbIE
HUKOI/Ia HE Pa3roBapuBaIv U OpOAMIIM IO 3aJlaM BOPIIA, CIOBHO TeHU. OHU... OHU Myrajid MeHs,
korja s Oputa pedenkom. [a. Tenepp Bciomumna. Kak st Morna ux 3a0bITh?

— IpucnyxHUIBI — ee TMYHAs OXpaHa. — AJIACTUP COBMHYJ OpPOBU, U IIpaM Ha €ro JIOy craj
ryOxe. — Kactwt 3HaeT, 4to oHu ObUIM 0COO0M Pa3HOBUIHOCTHIO KOIIIMApA.

4 nogusna pyky u 3amepina. KoponeBa nepxkana Kactuna B muieHy nsath aecsatwiieruid. Ero
MIBITAIA U MCHIOJIb30BAIA — KaK KOpOJieBa, Tak u japyrue. Kactuna ocBoboauium emie 10 pokIeHuUs
MOEH MaTepy, HO €ro MECTO 3aHsLI ero Opar.

Ho most mama, Most HexkHast, MsTKasi U Oe33aiMTHas MamMa He Moria ObITh Takor. Eciu Obl
OHa CITyXKWJIa OHOW U3 TEJIOXPAHUTEIbHHII KOPOJIEBBI, KOIIMAPHOU MM HET, OHa Obl1a Obl 00yUeHa
cpaxatbcest. OHa Obl. ..
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Omna 6Bl cMOIJIa 3aIUTUTD CeOsl.

4 He nonumana. He 3Hana, ABIAIOCH JIM MpaBIOW XOTh YTO-TO M3 3Toro. Ho 3Hana, yTto Bce
e TpaBJa.

— Bbl1, — BBIIOXHYIA 51, M MOE TeJIO OHEMEJIO, KOT/Ia 51 YCTaBMIIACh Ha YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOro CUUTaa
apyrom. Koropomy noBepsiia. — 1o O6butd Bbl. Bbl ipeganu ux, npasaa?

— D710 He s yOusI TBOEro OTIa. DTO He 5 Mpeaal TBo MaTh. Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 9TO HE UMeeT
3HaueHus1. 5 Obl Bce paBHO yOus ux. § Ovl yOu Tedsl.

S xpuruio paccmesiiach. Bo MHe Oypiviu THEB U HeBepHe.

— Ecinu 310 He Bh, TO KTO )e? Kaxkaymume?

— Toii HOubo Tam noObBaM JKasxaymwe. OHM ocTaBUIM Ha TeOe mpambl. VX mpuBenu npsmo
K JBepsM mocTosuioro aqeopa. — OH He Mmopruya. Hu pasy. — Vix mpusen tyna oH. TeMHbI.

— JIxen! — kpukHyna s1. — KacTui He MeeT HUKAaKoro OTHOIIEHHS K TOMY, YTO CJTy4HJIOCh.

— 4 u He ckazai, uyto Kactun. 3Haio, 3T0 ObUT HE OH, XOTS 51 HE BUJIEJ JIMIIA IO KaIToIIo-
HOM, Korjga TeMHbIii IpHIIes K OCTOSTIOMY JBOPY, — OTBeTHI AnacTup. — Toil HOublo MHOTOE OBLIO
MIOCTaBJICHO Ha KOH. DTa ThMa HaXOIWJIach BHE MOETO BIMSIHUS. $1 mpuiesn, 94ToObl MOMOYb TBOMM
ponutessiM. IMeHHo 370 s Toraa u caenain. Ho koraa oHM pacckasaiu, Ha UTO Tl CIOCOOHA, 51 TOHSLT
— TIOHSUI, OT KOTO ThI IIpoucXoauiib. [ToaToMy, KOrga K TeM JABEpsIM IMOJIONUIA ThMa, 51 TO3BOJIUII e
BOUTH.

$1 He 3HaNA, Bepio JIM eMy U BOOOIIe UMEeT JI 3HAUSHUE, YMEPIU MOU POAUTEIH OT €ro PyKH
v HeT. OH Bce PaBHO CHIIPal pojib B CMEPTH MOMX OTIA ¥ MaTepH, 6pocus VeHa, MeHs U ocTaIb-
HBIX Ha moruoesb. bpocus MeHs Ha pactep3anue Kaxaymmm. B Ty 60mb. Toit Houbto. KoTopas mpe-
cleoBaJIa MeHsI BCIO XKU3Hb.

N3 Hero BeIpBasIcs B3/10X.

— 51 Mo3BONIMIT TEME BOWTH U yIIIEI, TIoJIarasi, 4To ¢ CaMOU I'PS3HOM YacCThI0 MOMX OOS3aHHOCTEN
MOKOHYEHO. Ho ThI BEIKMIIA, U BOT MBI 3[€Ch.

— Ha. — C1oBO NMpOKaTUIOCh KaK phlYaHue, uTo B JIIDOOE APYyroe BpeMst YAUBUIO Obl MEHS. —
Bor s 31ech. U uto Teneps? Bol MeHs yobete? Vnu octaBuTe 3/1€Ch THUTH?

— Ecnu 6w1 310 OBUITO Tak mpocto. — OH onepcst Ha pyKy. — M s HUKOrIa He ocTaBuII Obl TeOs
3]1eCh YMUPATh MEIJICHHOW CMEPTHI0. DTO MO-BAPBAPCKHU.

OH BoOO111e ceOs copian?

— A nepxaTb MEHs B IIETIsIX U3 KOCTel He BapBapcTBO? BpocuTh MO0 ceMblo U MEHs Ha TOTU-
OeJb — He BapBapCTBO?

— D710 OBIIO HEOOXOIMMOE 3710, — 3as1BUJI OH. — HO MBI HE MOkeM mpocTo youTth Tedsi. Moxer,
¥ MOIJIY JIO TOTO, KaK Thl IIpUEXaJa, J0 TOro, Kak MpOsIBUJICS NIepBO3JaHHbI HoTaM. Ho He Ternepb.
Bonbeens! Buenu 1e0si. OHU TeOsI TOUYBCTBOBAIH.

Sl pe3ko mepesesia Ha HEroO B3IJISI.

— A BBI TOYEMY He 0OEpHYIIUCh, Kak ocTaibHbie? Cyjis 1o TOMY, YTO TOBOPHJIH KOPOJIb C KOPO-
JIEBOM, BOJIbBEHBI HE MOTJI KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOM OOJIMK. VIM MPHUIIIOCH OTBETUTH HA MO 30B.

— [Toromy 4to 51 GoJbIIIe HE MOTY OOpalarhcs B BoibBeHa. Korna st HapyImmit KJsiTBy KOPOJTIO
Manexky, st pa3opBaJl CBSI3b CO CBOEU BOJIbBEHCKOW CTOpOHOM. [103TOMY 51 HE MOTY YyBCTBOBAaTh IEp-
BO3JAHHBII HOTAM.

41 6b1a motpsicena. S aToro He 3HauA.

— A BBI... BH BCe ellle BOJIbBEH?

— ¥V MeHs OoCTaJMCh JOJTOJNETHE M CUJIa BOJIBBEHA, HO 51 HE MOTYy 0OpamiatbCsi B UCTUHHBIN
o0muk. — Ero masa 3aTymanumch. — IHOTAa 3Ta HeCHOCOOHOCTh MMOYYBCTBOBATh, KaK $1 EPEBOILIO-
I1AI0Ch, OLIYIIAETCS Kak moTeps yactH Tena. Ho To, uto s caenau, 51 cienalt, B OJTHOW Mepe CO3HaBasl,
KakuMu OyayT nociieacTrsi. Masio KTo ere rnomiesn Obl Ha Takoe.

Bory, 310 10MIKHO OBITH HEBBIHOCMMO. HaBepHoe. .. OH 4yBCTBYeT ceOsl Tak ke, KaK 51, Koraa
MeHsI 3aCTaBJIsUTM HOCUTh Byaslb. OTYACTU MEHS BIIEUAT/INIA BEPHOCTh AsacThpa ATIAHTUH U KOPO-
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nese. Yl 3T0 MHOTO TOBOPHMIIO O €r0 XapakTepe, O TOM, YTO OH 3a YeJIOBEK, UTO 3a BOJIBBEH, M HA UTO
TOTOB IOWTH HA CITy’KOE KOPOJICBCTBY.

— BpI cienanu 310, HO He yOobeTe MeHs ?

— Eciu 661 MbI TeOs1 yOrutu, Tol ctaia Obl Mydenutiei. [Toqasics Obl MATEX, HOBask BOMHA, U
y Hac Ha 3amajie paspasuiach Obl 6utBa. — OH ropoput o Cosnuce, o BosHecimxcs. — 5 xody 3toro
n36exarh. M30exarh HOBBIX MPOOIEM /ISl HAaIlllero KOpOoJeBCTBA. A BCKOpe Thl OoJibllie He Oyelb
Haleu mpooIeMoN.

— Ecin BB He coOupaeTech MeHs yOUBATh WJIH OCTABJISAThH 3/1ECh YMUPATh, CJIOKHO IPECTABUTb,
YTO BbI IJIAHUPYETE, — BBIMOJIBUJIA S1.

— 1 ornam BosHecMMcst TO, YTO OHM TaK OTYASTHHO XOTeU cOepedb, — OTBETHII OH. — S oTaam
UM TeOsI.
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I'naBa 5

HagepHoe, 51 He Tak paccibiiana. OH He MOT TUIAHUPOBATh TO, O YeM TOJIBKO UTO 3asIBUIL.

— DT0 caMoe My/Ipoe pellieHUe, TIOKa He CTaJIO CIIUIIKOM ITO3/IHO, — CKa3asl OH. — Tkl Oyjielnb
3a MpejesaMy UX JI0CSIraeMOCTH, Kak M Bce, KOro 3axBatiiu BosHecimecs.

—3710... AaXe He UMeeT CMbIC/IA, — BO3pa3uia s, KOIja MOHsLIa, YTO OH TOBOPHUT CEPhEe3HO.

— He nmeer?

— Her! — BockmkHyna s1. — [1o HeckonbkuM npuurmHaM. HauHem ¢ Toro, Kak Bel coOupaeTech
JOCTaBUTb MEHS K HUM?

Anactup ynpIOHYIICS, M MO€ OECIIOKONCTBO YCHIIUIIOCh.

— [Menennad, noporasi, Tei 6osbine He 32 Cronmamu Atantuu. Tel B Ckiene 3a0bITHIX, JaJIeKO
B ropax Ckotoc. Eciii KTO-HUOYIb M y3HAET, UTO ThI 3/1eCh, TeOsI Bce PaBHO He HaWayT. MBI K TOMY
BpPEMEHHU YKe yiJIeM.

S1 moxononena, He Bepsl yCIIBIIIIAHHOMY.

— Kak BbI mpoOpasnuce MUMO XpaHUTETbHULL?

— Te, KTO He y3HAJM O HAIllEeM MPUCYTCTBUHU, TOUYBCTBOBAJIU MOLIETYH TEHEBUKA.

— A Te, KTO y3HaIM? — COpOCUJIA $1, IOTaBIBASICh, UTO C HUMU CIy4rsiochk. — Bbl younu Xpa-
HUTEILHULL?

— MBmiI crienanu To, 4To HyXHO.

— Boru, — npomienrtana s, cnep:xxuBasi OypiauBILIME BO MHE THEB M MaHUKy. — OHU 3alUIIaIg
Atnantuio. OHwu. ..

— OHu He ObUTM UCTMHHBIMU X paHUTETbHUIIAMU ATIaHTHH, — 000OpBaJl OH MeHs1. — MIHaue oHn
Obl yOuu Tebst B TOT MOMEHT, KaK Thl MOSIBUIACH.

Sl ckpuBmMIIa ryOBl, CTApasiCh, YTOOBI MOE JIBIXaHUE OCTABAJIOCh POBHBIM.

— Jlaxe ecnu Bbl OTHAIUTE MEHSI UM, KaK 51 IepecTaHy ObITh MPoOIeMoil ATIaHTHH, KOTIA Bbl
BEpHETe MeHs TeM, KTO TUIAHUPYeT UCIOIb30BaTh MOIO KPOBb LISl CO3JJaHM S HOBBIX BAMITUPOB?

OH nepeHec CBOIi BEC C PyKHU U BBIPSMUIICS.

— A OHH 3TO IIAHUPYIOT?

— A 4TO ellle OHM MOTYT IJIAHUPOBATh? — BOBMYTHJIACH 1.

Bnpyr s Bcriomuuna ciosa repuorunu Tupmas B [Ipenene Cnieccol. OHa yTBepxkaia, KoposieBa
Wneana Gyner B BOocTopre, KOrjia y3HaeT, 4To S BbIIIUIA 3aMYK 3a IpHHIIA. YTo sl cMory czienarh 1o, 4To
TaK W HE YJAJIOCh el — YHUUYTOXUTh KOPOJIEBCTBO M3HYTPU. Sl BHIKMHYJIA 9TH CJIOBA U3 TOJIOBHI, TIOKA
OHU HE CTaJIU TMIOATBEPXKICHUEM TPE/ICTaBIeHUN AnacTupa 000 MHe, OYATO sl MPEJCTABIISAI0 YIPo3y.
I'epuiorunst Tupman nepen cMepThI0 HATOBOPUIIA HEMAJIO JIKH, HAUMHAs C TOTO, YTo KoposeBa Mneana
— BaMIHMpIIa, HeCIIOCOOHAsI UMETh JieTel, — Most 6a0yika. Eine oHa yTBepxaaia, uto ToHu nporuia
BosHecenue ¢ momolnpio Kpou npuHia Manuvka. B 31o s Toxke He Moryia OBEepUTb.

MrHoBeHue AnacTip MoI4a CMOTpesT Ha MeHsI.

— Hy xe, Ilenennacd. Tel ipaBaa aymaenib, Bo3Hecivecs: mouTH AeBATHAIIATH JIeT HE J0ra-
JbIBAIUCH, YTO B UX PyKax HaxomuTcs notoMok Hukroca? WMnu naxe nosbiie?

Hen.

VY meHs nepexBaTtuio apixanue. OH roBOpUT O Vene.

— Meue ckazany, uto Wen cran BozHecmmcest.

— Ho HaBepHsiKa 3T0 HEM3BECTHO.

—Ho BbI 1ymaere, uto koponesa Mneana u koposnb Jkanapa 3Haiu, 4to Mbl moToMku Hukroca?

OH HUYero He OTBETWUJI, U 1 MOJaBIJIa JKeJlaHue OpPOCUThCS Ha HEero.

— DT0 3HaHUE YTO-HUOYIIH MEHSET?
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— OHHM MO/ MCHOJTB30BaTh TeOs1, YTOOBI JIeJIaTh HOBBIX BAaMITMPOB, — CONIACKIICST AJlacTHp. —
Wy onu 3HaM, Ha YTO ThI CMOCOOHA. 3HAM, YTO O TeOe HAMMCAHO, U MJIAHMPOBAJIM UCIIONL30BATh
TeOsI IPOTUB ATJIaHTHU.

VY mens ynano cepnue. Mnes ornate MeHs Bo3Hecummces npeacTasisaiack MHe yxkacHou. Ho
UCIIONB30BaTh MeHsI MPOTUB ATiaHThH, mpotus Kacruna?

— Toraa mo3BosbTE CIPOCUTH CHOBA: KaK s1 O0JTbIle He OyIy MpoOsieMoil ATIAaHTHY, €CJIM OHU ..

4l oTmatHynIack K CTeHe, OKPYIIMB IJia3a.

— Ioroaure. Bol cka3zanu, 4To OUYeHb HEMHOTHE 3HAJIM, HA YTO CIIOCOOEH Maiek, U uTo MOM
nap Too6eH ero cuite. Kopons 1 KopoieBa MOITH MPETONOKUTh, UTO B HAc ¢ VIeHOM TedeT KpoBb
6ora, HO OTKyJa OHH 3HAJIM Hallly PoaociioBHYIO? — f moganachk Brepen HACKOIbKO cMora. — Bel
padoranu Ha Bo3Hecmmxcs?

OH cxaJ TyObl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO.

— Hekortopeie Bo3Hecmecs yxe Kuiu, Korga rnpasuwi Masek.

— K tomy Bpemenu kak [xanapa pa3own atantuanues rpu [Tommee, Masiek yxe He cuzen Ha
TPOHE, — CKazaJa s1. — boree Toro, emy ynajuoch iepkarh OOJIBIIYIO YacTh ATJIAHTUAHIIEB B HEBEICHUH
OTHOCHTEJILHO €ro ClIOCOOHOCTEH M TOro, OT KOrO OH IMpou3oiiell. A Kakoi-To Bo3Hecmmiics 3Han?
[Tpuyem TOT, KOTOPOMY yAAJTIOCH MepexuTh BorHy? [lotomMy uTO 3TO HaBepHsika He Obu1 [Ikamapa
i Mneana. Ou npuObun ¢ BOTUHCKUX OCTPOBOB, Tjie, FOTOBA TIOCTIOPUTH, OHU U BO3HECIIHCh.

91 ckpuBmMIIa TyOBI OT OTBpAILICHUSI.

— Bol yTBepxk jaete, 4To sIB/IsI€TeCh UCTUHHBIM 3aIIUTHUKOM ATJIAaHTHH, HO BBl COCTOHTE B 3aro-
BOpe ¢ ee Bparamu. JIIoibMH, KOTOpbIE JepKai B TUIeHYy OOOMX BalllX MPHUHIEB. JIoAbMH. . .

— DT0 He MMeeT HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUSI K MOel Jouepu, — mepeOusT Ajactup, U s cxkana ryosl.
— Bcee, uto s nenan, s genan paayd KOPOHbI U KOPOJIEBCTBA.

Koponbl? ¥V MeHs B rpyau pa3nuBajcs YKacalolluil XOIOo/, MOKa s TbITalack MPUNTH B ceds
OT HOBBIX M HOBBIX OTKPBITUH. §l OTKpbUIa POT M 3aKpbUIa MPEkKae, YeM 3ahaTh BOIPOC, OTBET Ha
KOTOpBIH, 51 ObUIa YBEpEeHa, He XOUY 3HaTh.

— Uro? — cnpocun Anactup. — He crout ceifuac paspirpbiBaTh TUXOHIO. MBI 00a 3HaeM, 4TO
THI HE TaKasl.

Y MeHs1 HanpATJIMCh TUIeYH, KOT/a s MOAHSJIA Ha HEero B3IJIs.

— 3Haym i1 poqurteny Kactuia, 4To Bel cOOMpauch 310 caenarh? — OHM cpakaiuch B Xpame,
HO 3TO MOIJIO OBITh JIMIIIb TIPE/ICTaB/IeHueM. — Tak oHM 3HaMM?

AnacTup IpUCTaJIbHO CMOTpPEN Ha MEHs.

— D10 UMeeT 3HaueHue?

Nwmeer.

— Ja.

— OHu 00 3TOM He 3HAIOT, — CKa3ajl OH. — MOXeT, OHU TIPEAIoJIaraiy, 4To Haile. .. OpaTCTBO
OIISATh BOCCTAJIO, HO OHM HE TIPWJIOKWIU K 3TOMY pyKy. VIM He MOHPABHUTCS, YTO 51 B 3TOM 3aMelllaH,
HO, TI0JIaraio, OHU COIJIACSITCSI C TEeM, 4TO 3TO ObUI0 HeOOXomuMO. — OH pPe3KO BIOXHYJ U OTKUHYJI
rOJIOBY Ha3a/l. — A €ClIi He COIJIacsTCs, TO OHU ToXke OyIyT paclieHeHbl KaK yrposa.

S okpyrimiia masa.

— Bpl... BB ycTpanBaere 1nepeBopor.

OH MeTHYJ Ha MeHs B3IJIsAL.

— Her. 4 cnacaio Amiantuio.

— Bol cniacaere ATiaHTtuio, coTpyaHnyas ¢ BosHecmmucsi, mogseprasi Hapoz KOpoJIeBCTBA ellie
OOJIBIIIEN OMACHOCTH, U BBl CBEPrHETE KOPOJISl C KOPOJIEBOM WM C/ieNlaeTe ¢ HUMH YTO-TO TMOXYKE,
€CJIM OHU HE COMIACATCS C BAllUMU ASUCTBUAMU? DTO nepeBopoT. U rocynapcTBeHHas: M3MeEHa.

— TonbKo B TOM ciTydae, eciy KJISHEIILCSl B BEPHOCTU TeM, Ha KOM JIS)KUT KOPOHA, — BO3PA3HIT
oH. — U1 51 He 1ymaio, 4To /10 3TOro JOMAeT. DnoaHa U BaauH 3HAIOT, 4TO OPOW pajy 3alluThl AT/IaH-
THU TIPUXOIUTCS] COBEPILATh CaMble HeOIaroBUAHBIE MOCTYIIKH.

41



. ApmentpoyT. «KopoHa K3 30J0ThIX KOCTEH»

— U BbI nonaraere, yro Kactun ¢ Humu corntacutcsi? — BO3MyTHiIach 5. — YTo nocie Toro, Kak
BBI IIepejaqute MeHs1 Bo3HecmMcs, O CMUPUTCS U OyIeT KUTh Jasbiie? YTo OH KeHUTCS Ha Ballei
BHYYaTO! IUIEMSIHHUIIE [TOC/IE TOro, KaK Balla A04b. . .

S ocekiach mpexje, 4eM ckaszall, YTo Ha caMmoM jeine coepiunia u. Choepxanachk He paau
Hero. boru, HeT. Bo MHe ropeno 1ukoe ejlaHue yBUIETb €ro JIMLO MOCJe TOro, Kak OH Y3HAET, U4To
clieJiasia ero 104b, HO 51 OCTAHOBWJIACh U3 yBakeHUs K KacTuiy — K ToMy, 4TO éMy NpUILUIOCH CIENaTh.

AnacTup cMOTpeJ1 Ha MEHsl, CTUCHYB YeJIIOCTH.

— Tl 612 OB XOpoMma M1 KacTriia, HO Thl HUKOT/IA He cTajia Obl MOl JI0UephIo.

— IIpoknsiThe, Kak OTKPOBEHHO, — OTO3BAJIaCh s, BKMMasi HOTTU B JIaJOHU. MHe MpHILIOCh
B3ATh ce0s1 B pyKH, 4TOOBI He 3aKpryaTh. — Kactum BeiOpas meHst. OH He coOupaeTcst UITH Ha TOTAT-
HYIO U KEHUTHCSl Ha Ballell BHYYAaTOM IUIEMSIHHUIIE WIK APYIOil POACTBEHHUIIE, KOTOPYIO Bbl €My
npeaoxuTe. Bel 1oObeTeCh JIUIIL TOrO, YTO OH OYyIIeT PUCKOBATh COOCTBEHHOM JKM3HBIO M OyAyIIM
Atnantuu. [ToToMy 4TO OH MPUIET 32 MHOM.

BrienHble ra3a BCTpEeTUIIMCh C MOMMU.

— He nymato, 4to 10 3TOro JOMAeT.

— Bl TemmTe ce0st MUTIO3USIMHU, €CIU TaK CUMTaeTe.

— 51 He 0 ToM, UTO OH OTKaxeTcs OT TeOs1. S MpocTo He TyMalo, YTo Y Hero OyAeT BO3MOKHOCTh
MONIBITATHCS TeOs CIIACTH.

S onenenena.

— Eciii BBl emy HaBpeawiIn. . .

— Tol HUYero He czenaers, [lenemnad. Tel He B TOM MOJIOKEHUH, YTOOBI YTO-TO CYyMETh, —
yKasajl OH, U I MOfIaBIJIa KPUK SIPOCTH U pa3odapoBaHusi. — Ho 51 He cobupaioch BpeauTh MPUHILY.
M Moo 60roB, 4TOOBI 10 9TOTO HE IOILIO.

— Torga uro?.. — Bapyr no mens gonuio. — Bel tymaere, urto BosHecrmecst yObioT MeHs1?

Anactup npomosnrya.

— B ormmmbaeteck. — §1 oTKHMHYa TOIOBY Ha3a, K cTeHe. — f HyxkHa Bosnecimmcs. m HyxHa
aTIaHTUAHCKAs! KPOBb.

— Ckaxu, [lenennad, 4to Tl czieaelb, Korjaa nonajeib K HuM B pyku? B TOT MomeHT, koraa
TeOs1 0cBOOOIAT OT OKOB? Thl OpPOCHUITIbCS HA HUX, HE TaK JiU? YObellb CTOIBKO, CKOJIBKO CMOXKEIITb,
YTOOBI OCBOOOIMTHLCS 1 BEPHYTHCS K IPHHILY.

OH O6bL1 Mpas.

Sl yObIo BCEX M KaXA0T0, KTO BCTAHET MeX/1y MHOM M KacTuiom, moTOMy UTO MBI 3aCITY KT
ObITh BMecTe. MBI 3aciyxuiu Oyyiiee, BO3SMOKHOCTb Y3HAaBaTh CEKPETH Apyr apyra. JlioouTts apyr
apyra. Mbl 3aciyKuiv OpocTo. .. KUTh. 51 MOWAY Ha BCe pajiy 3TOro.

Anactup npomosrKan HabmoaaTh 32 MHOM.

— U kak Tl gymaeriib, uto Bo3Hecimecs LieHsT mpessiine Biacti? BeokuBanue. Y Hux He Oyaer
TaKMX KOCTeH, YTOOHI criepkath Teds1. 1 eciu oHM perar, 4To He MOTYT TeOst KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, COUTYT
TeOs1 OOJBINON YTpO30id, OHM MOKOHYAT ¢ TOOOM. Ho mpeskie uem 310 cyduTesi, MOry Tpe/iCTaBUTh,
YTO THI 3a0epelb ¢ co0oi Hemano BoszHecmxcs.

MHe crajo Hexopoiio. § 3acTaBuia pyKu pacciaaOUThC.

— XoTHTe pa3oM yOUTb JABYX 3aiilieB?

OH KMBHYJL

— Jlaxe ecnu Bam 3TO yaacTcs, Balll IJIaH BCe paBHO npoBaiuTces. Iymaere, Kactui He y3Haer,
YTO BbI U IPYTOM TaK Ha3blBa€MbIN 3AIIMTHUK OTJAIM MeHs UM? YUTO BOJIbBEHBI HE y3HAIOT?

— Puck mstexa ectb, — npusHai oH. — Ho HeGonbinoit. Mbl moctapaemcst Ux yOequTh, YTO ThI
cOesxasia U3 TIeHa ¥ rornasia B pyku BosHecimxcsi. OHM HUKOT/Ia HE Y3HAIOT, YTO 3TO MBI OTJaJIH TeOs
um. OHU 0OpaTsT CBOM rHeB Ha Bo3Hecmxcs, Kak v 107kHO ObITh. Bee BosHectmecst 6ymyT youThl,
U BCE, KTO UX MOJJIEPKUBAET, MaAyT BMECTE C HUMHU. ATJIAHTUSI BEPHET TO, YTO HAM IPUHAJICKUT.
MBI cHOBa CTaHEM BEJIMKUM KOPOJIEBCTBOM.
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Yro-TOo B TOM, KaK OH FOBOPWJI, MOJACKA3BIBAJIO, UTO, Oy/Ib Y MEHsI BO3MOKHOCTh BOCIIOJIH30-
BaThCsl CBOMM J1apoM, s Obl IOYYBCTBOBAJIA OT HETO TOPAOCTh U BHICOKOMEpHe. A elrle Y MeHs CJIo-
KUJIOCHh BIICUaTJIEHUe, YTO S OIIyTHIA Obl B HEM KakIy OobIero. Sl HA ceKyHIpl He Bepuia, 4To
€ro e/IMHCTBEHHbI MOTUB — ClIaceHUe ATIaHTUH. YUUTBIBAsI, YTO €ro IUIaH MOJBEPraeT KOPOJeBCTBO
erie OoJbIieMy pUcKy. M, BepOSITHO, TIOCITYKHT €ro COOCTBEHHOU BHITOJIE, €CJIA OH BBIKUBET.

— ¥V MeHs ecTb BOIPOC, — MPOU3HECA 5, & MOU IYCTOM KeJTyIOK 3aBOpYal. AJIACTUP BBITHYJI
6poBb. — Uto Oyaer ¢ Bamu, ecim KoposieM ctaHeT Masuk win Kactun? Bol ocranerech coBeTHUKOM?

— CoBeTHUKOM OyJeT TOT, KOro BeIOepeT KOpoib Wir KoposieBa. OOBIYHO COBETHUKOM CTaHO-
BUTCSI CBSI3aHHBIN y3aMU BOJIbBEH WJIM JOBEPEHHOE JIUIIO.

— JIpyrumu cioBamu, 3T0 OyaeTe He BbI?

AJacTup mpoMOTYal, U s TIOHsIJIA, YTO HACTYIHJIA Ha OOJTBHYIO MO3OJIb.

— To ects Ballle BIMsIHUE HA KOPOHY — M HA ATJIAHTHIO — CUJTBHO YMEHBITIMTCS UK Oy/IeT MoTe-
psAHO?

OH Bce Tak e MoTJal.

N nockonbky 3a BOJIbBEHOB roBOpUT Jlkacriep, To uto ocranercs Anactupy? W kakoi BiacTu
OH xouer?

— K uemy TbI KJIOHUIIB, [Tenennadg?

— 51 pocna cpeau npaBuTesiel U qpyrux Bo3HecHvxcs ¥ B IOHOM BO3pacTe y3Hasla, 9To JApyxoa
Y 3HAKOMCTBO, BCE BEUEPUHKY ¥ 3BaHbIC YKIMHBI U BCEe MTPUTJIAIIICHU T HA HUX ; KaXIbIF OpaK, yCTPOeH-
HBIT KOPOJIEM M KOPOJIEBOM, — BCE ITO JeIaeTcsl U3 0COOBIX cooOpaxeHmit. Kaxaplil BLIOOp 1 pellie-
HUE PUHUMAIOTCS Py YKPEIUIEHUsI BJIACTU U BIMSIHUS WIK UX JOCTKeHUs. 1 He Aymarlo, 4To Tak
MOCTYMAIOT TOJIbKO Bo3Hecimecs. S Buaena To e camoe 1 cpeu OoraTbix CMEpTHBIX. S Bujiena 31o
B KopoJsieBcKo# reapauu. COMHEBAIOCh, YTO BOJIbBEHBI WJIM ATJIAHTUAHIIBI CJICTUIEHBI U3 UHOTO TecTa.

— Hekortopsle — HeT, — 3aBepui1 AacTup.

— Brl BUsIMiTE BO MHE Yrpo3y U3-3a MOel KPOBH U U3-32 TOTO, Ha UTO s criocoOHa. Ho B faxke He
JlaJId MHE IIIaHca J0Ka3aThb, YTO 51 HE MPOCTO Pe3y/bTaT TOro, YTO TBOPUJIM MOM MpeaKu. Bol MoxeTe
CYIUTh MEHSI [0 TOMY, UTO I C/Iesiaja, 3amuias cedst ¥ TeX, KOro JIoOo, HO s He KaJleld O CBOMX
nercTBUsiXx. MOXeT, BbI HECTTIOCOOHBI YYBCTBOBATh MEPBO3/IaHHBIN HOTAM, HO €CJTA TUITAHUPOBAJIH JIJIsI
Kacrtua Gpak c Baiiieid BHy4aTOU TUIEMTHHUIIECH, YTOObI OObeIMHUTD BOJIbBEHOB U ATJIAHTUAHIIEB, TO
HE TIOHMMaIo, oYeMy Obl BaM He MOJIepkaTh Halll coro3. JlaTh HaM BO3MOKHOCTh YCHUJIUTh KOPOHY
1 Atnantuio. Ho 310 He Bce, 4ero Bel XOTUTE, BeAb Tak?

OH npojosKas MPUCTaIbHO CMOTPETh Ha MeHs1. Ero Ho3pu pa3ayBajiuch.

— Oren; Kactuna xouet Bo3Me3usi, Kak U Bbl. BepHo? 3a TO, 4TO OHM c/eayiv ¢ Balllel jo4ue-
poio. Ho Kactun He xouet BoiHBI. Bbl 3T0 3HaeTe. OH MbITa€TCs CIACTU KU3HU, JaXe BO3Bpallas
3emuid. Kak on caenai c Ipegenom Crecchl.

Nwmenno sto rmmanupoBat Kactit. Mel OyieM TOproBaThCs 3a 3eMJIM U OCBOOOXKICHUE MTPHHIIA
Masuka. § Haiimy cBoero Gpara u pa3depych C TeM, BO UTO OH MPEBPATHUJICS WIN HE TTPEBPATUIICS.
Koposns [Ixxanapa u koposepa Miieana He ocTaHyTCsl Ha TPOHE, 1ake €CJIM COIJIacsITCs Ha BCE YCIIOBUS
Kactumna. Ix octaBnsATs Hesb3s1. OH yObeT MX 3a TO, YTO OHM JIeJIaJv C ero 6paTtoM u ¢ HUM camuM. Kak
HU CTPaHHO, 3Ta ujes OOoJIbIlle He BhI3bIBAJIA BO MHE ITPOTUBOPEUYMBHIX UYBCTB. MHE MO-TIpeKHEMY
OBLJIO TPYTHO COSTUHHUTEL KOPOJIEBY, KOTOpast 3a00THIIacCh 000 MHE TIOCJIe CMEPTH MOUX POAUTENIeH, ¢
TOM, KoTopast Myunia Kactuna u 6eccyeTHoe MHOKeCTBO Apyrux. Ho s moBuaia TOBOJIBHO, YTOOBI
3HATh: € OTHOIIIEHUE KO MHE He 3amIafiUT yKachl, KOTOPHIM OHA MOJBEprayia APyrux.

Ho ecnmu Anactup no0beTcst CBOero, STOT IJI1aH HUKOT/Ia He BOTUIOTUTCS B KU3Hb.

— To, uto on caenai ¢ [Ipegenom Crniecchl, BieyamisieT, HO TOr0 HEIOCTATOUYHO, — 3asiBUJT AJla-
CTUP POBHBIM TOHOM. — Jlaske ecii Mbl CMOKEeM BEPHYTh APYTUe 3eMJIM, 3TOro OyeT HeJOCTATOYHO.
Koposns Banus u 51 XoTuM BuieTh, Kak CoJIMC 3arUIaTUT He TOJIBKO 32 HAIlIM JIMYHBIE YTPAThl, HO U 3a
TO, 4yTO BO3HEcImecs caennaa co MHOTMMU HAIlIMMUA COPOMYaMU.

— DTO NOHSATHO.
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Tsxes10 GbIIIO CO3HABATH, KEM, BO3MOKHO, cTas Men. Ho mocruriia i Takas xe yuactb 1 ToHM —
MOIO ITOAPYTY, KOTOpasi Oblia Tak JoOpa, nonHa ku3Hu 1 mooBu? Eciu ee ob6parinu B BozHectryiocs,
KaK yTBepXkjaya repuoruHs TupmaH, MHe OyJeT TPyIHO OTKa3aThCs OT keaHus rnpenath Comwic
OTHIO.

— Urak, Bol He nopaepxuBaete 1iaH Kacruina. Bel XOTUTE KpOBHU, HO, YTO BaKHEE, Bbl XOTUTE
BJIMSTHUSL, YTOOBI IOOUTHCS KelaeMoro. M Bbl BUIMTE, KaK BJIACTh YCKOJIb3aeT MEK/Iy BalllUX MaIbIIEB,
XOTs I ellle He 3asBUIa IPUTA3AHUIN Ha KOPOHY.

— He umeer 3HaueHus1, XO4elIb Thl KOPOHY Wi HeT. [Toka Thl skuBa, OHa TBOsI. TBOs 1O TIpaBy
POKICHNS, U BOJbBEHBI MMO3a00TSTCS, YTOOBI OHA CTajla TBOCH.

AnacTup TOBOpUJI O CBOEM Hapojie TaK, CJIOBHO OH caM OOoJIbIlie He BOJIbBeH. BO3MOXHO, OH 1
HE YyBCTBOBAJI ce0sl OIHUM W3 HUX. 51 He 3HaJIa, ¥ MEeHsI 3TO He BOJIHOBAJIO.

— Teost u Kactuna, — jo6aBwi oH. — VM He iMeeT 3HaUeHM s, YTO Thl TaK K& HEHABUUIID 3Ty
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, KaK ¥ MPHHII.

— Kacrun He HeHaBuaurt ee. S1 yBepeHa, 4yTo OH 3a CBOIO KU3Hb CAEJIAN /I Hapoaa ATJIAHTUU
OoJtbilie, YeM BHI C TeX MOp, KaK HapYIIWIN KJIATBY Majeky, — paccepkeHHO Opocuia s B OTBET. —
OH npocro. ..

— OrTKa3biBaeTCsl BEpUTh, UTO ero Opar 0e3BO3BPATHO TOTEPsH, U, CJeJOBATEIbHO, OTKA3bIBA-
eTcsl PUHATH TPOH — YTO ObUIO ObI B MHTEpecax AmiaHTuu. — Ha ero nwmiie nporxyna muimia. — Tak
4TO 00 MHTEepecax KOPOJEBCTBA JIOJDKEH M03a00TUThCS 1.

— BbI? — paccmesinach s1. — Bbl JeficTByeTe TONbKO B COOCTBEHHBIX MHTEpecax. Barm MOTHBBI
JaJIeK OT aJibTpyr3Ma. Bbl HIUeM He OTJInYaeTech OT JII0OOTo IPYroro, KTo JKaskAeT BJIaCTH U MECTH.
U 3naete uto?

— Yt0? — psaBKHy OH. Ero BHelllHee CLIOKOWCTBUE /14710 TPELLUHY.

— Bam nuian npoBanurces.

— Tel Tak gymaens?

4 xuBHYyNA.

— U ol moru6nete. Ecm He T Moeli pyku, Tak ot pyku Kactuia. OH yobet Bac. U oH He cTaHeT
BBIPBIBATh y BAC CepAlle U3 rpyau. DTo ObUIO ObI CIUIIKOM OBICTPO M Oe300e3HeHHO. OH 3aCTaBUT
BaC MOMYYHTHCS.

— 41 TOTOB IPUHSATH MOCEICTBUS CBOMX TIOCTYNKOB. — OH BCKUHYJT MOAO0PONOK. — Eciii MHe
CYyX/IeHa CMEpTh, TO TaK TOMY U ObITh. [ 1aBHOE, UTO ATaHTHs OyaeT B 6€30MacHOCTH.

Ero croBa obecriokorii Obl MeHs, eCliv OBl S He 3aMeTHIa, KaK OH CKaJl TyObl ¥ KaK CIJIOTHYIL.
U Torna s yneIOHYIack, KaK yasidanachk, A Ha repiora Tupmana.

AnacTup BAPYT TIOAHSLICS.

— Mot r1aH MOXeT IMTPOBAUTHCS. ITO BOZMOXKHO. S ObUT OBI TITYIIIOM, €CJTi OBl HE yUell 3TOTO.
N s yuen. — OH ycraBuiics Ha MeHs. — Ho eciiu oH mipoBayutces, Tol He Oyzenib cBodoaHa, [leHen-
nad. 51 mpeAmouTy BOMHY Cpeiy CBOEro Hapo/a, YeM YBUIETh Ha TBOEH rojioBe KOPOHY U IMO3BOJIUTh
OOpYIIUTHCS HA ATIAHTHIO.

To mm Myx4uHa, TO JM KeHIIMHA B OpoH30BOi Macke [locienoBarens npuHec MHe eny. [lox-
HOC OBbLJT TOCTaBJIeH B Npe/ielaXx MOel JOCATaeMOCTH, ¥ YeJIOBEK OBICTPO YAAIWICS, He ITPOU3HECs
HHU cJ10Ba. MHe 0CTaBajioCh JIMIIb TajaTh, HE ChIPAJIY JIU POJIb B TOM HaraieHuH Ha Putyan Anactup
v 3T 3amuTHUKK. Kactin He otaBan npukasa nvMeHeM TeMHoOro, HO ataka Oblj1a XOPOIIO CIIa-
HHMpPOBaHAa M OpraHu3oBaHa. KTo-To ycTpowmst noxap, 4TtoObl OTBJIEYbh KaK MOXHO OOJIbIIIe KOPOJIEB-
CKHX TBapIeulieB — 00 3TOM BIOJIHE MOT TI03a00TUThCs STHCEH.
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. Apmentpoyt. «KopoHa 13 30I0THIX KOCTE»

Sl cTucHyNa YeNmocTH, TSI Ha KYCOK Chipa U JIOMOTh XJie0a, 3aBEpHYThie B TKaHb, U CTAKaH
Bonbl. Korma Kactun y3Haer, 4to ero npenat He TOJbKO AJlacTup, HO U SIHCEH, ero rHeB OyzeT Oec-
TIoHIaIHbIM.

A ero 601b?

Omna OyeT Takoit ke KECTOKOM.

A 4TO 4yBCTBOBAJIA s, KOTJIa JyMaJia O MPUYACTHOCTH AJIacTUpa K THUOEIN MOUX poauTesei?
Spoctp xkria MHe Koxky. OH Haxomwics Tam. [Ipwuiries ToMoYb MOEH ceMbe M BMECTO TOTO TMpe/a
Hac. OH ckazaj, 4YTo MOU POTUTENN 3HAM MpaBay o Bo3Hecmmxcsa. OueBUIHO, KOTJa 9Ta MpaBaa
UM OTKpPbUIACb, OHU U PEHINJIN C6e)KaTb. Bosce He 3HAYUT, YTO OHU 3HAJIN HOJITKME roabl U HUYETO
HE Jiesialiy.

A most mama? [pucnyxuuna? Eciv 310 paBia, moueMy oHa He Aajia OTHOP TOU HOYbIO?

WNnu s He momMHWMIIA, YTO OHA cpaxasach?

Sl cTonpKO HE MOIVIa BCIIOMHUTHL O TOU HOYH, U HE MOIJIa ONpEAC/]IUTb, YTO IMPOU3O0IIIO Ha
CaMOM JieJie, a UTO JIMIIIb CHIJIOCh MHE B KoIMapax. Bpsii i s1 4to-10 3a0b11a. MoOXkeT, OIoOKupoBasia
MaMsTh, TOTOMY 4TO Oostyiack 3Toro? Yto ee s 3a6bina?

B mo6oM ciydae moHATHS He uMeia, ObLIH JIA IPUCTYKHUIIBI KOPOJIEBBI €€ TeJIOX PaHUTEIbHU-
namu uin Het. I He Bepwmiia, 4yTO TOW HOUBIO MPUCYTCTBOBAJA ellie ThMa, KpoMe Asactupa. M3Bpa-
IIIEHHOE MPEJICTaBJIEHNe O YeCTH U CIIPABEJTIMBOCTH MEIIAJIO €My MPU3HATLCS B TOM, UTO OH C/Ie/Ial.
OH npuBen kK HaM 7Kaxynmx ¥ IOTOM OpPOCHJI Ha MOCTOSJIOM JIBOpe ymuparth. M Bce motomy, 4to
BO MHE TeYeT KpPOBb OOTOB.
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. Apmentpoyt. «KopoHa u3 30/I0TBIX KOCTE»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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