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Makc BpbIBa€TCSI B MOE TBOPYECTBO TaK K€ JIETKO U YBEPEHHO, KAK U B MOIO KU3Hb.
OHn npoGupaeTcsi MHE O[] KOXKY, CTPYUTCSI TOPSYMM TTOTOKOM 110 MOUM BEHam,
OIJIETAeT KPETIKOH JIO30i MOe cepille, U 51 Talo OT Hero, Kak MmiomMoup Ha cosHiie. S
YK€ TOTOBA MOJIHOCTBIO OTKPBITHCS MEepe]l HUM, KOTJIa BHE3AIMHO CIOTHIKAIOCh O CBOE
MPOIIUIOE U MOMNAJAI0 MPSMUKOM B PyKA AHTOHA. Y HErO €CTh TOUYKH JIABJICHUS

Ha MEeHsI, U MHE CJIO)KHO JIepXkaTh 0OOPOHY, KOTJla OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHs Tak, Kak
panbliie. 1 He cobuparoch eMy MOTUMHATHLCA, s1 X04uy ObITh ¢ MakcoM, HO AHTOHA
3TO MAJIO BOJIHYET.
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dpancyasa o'J/Iuk
IIIéakoBasg THIIINHA

I'maBa 1

3BOHOK TeJie(poHa BBIAEPTMBAET MEeHs U3 MoMX Mbiciieil. Ha nucnuiee tenedona — cmeronieecs
JIMIIO MOETr0 KHW)KHOTO areHTa. MHe He XOuercs ceivyac rOBOPUTh C HeW, HO S 1o/kHA. [Ipomublii
€€ BBI30B Sl MAJIOAYIIIHO IPOMTHOPUPOBAJIA.

— [puser, Jluns! — ee ’KU3HEPATOCTHBIN TOJIOC 3aCTaBJISAET MEHS Mapy pa3 HakKaTh Ha OOKOBYIO
KHOMKY Ha Tejie(hoHe, YTOObI YMEHBIIUTh TPOMKOCTb.

— IIpuser, Tamapa.

— Kak pena? Kak poman?

Sl pazapakeHHO XMYPIOCh U OTBEYAIO:

— Tl ke 3Haenb, ToMa, 51 He JTI0OJTI0 TOBOPUTHL O POMaHE, ITOKa He HalFcaHa XOTs Obl TIOJIOBUHA.

— To ecTb ceryac Thl BpoA€ Kak Ha HayajabHOU cTaguu? YUTo-TO BpoIe MEPBBIX HECKOJIBKUX
r1aB? — HaceJaeT OHa.

— Yro-TO BpOE, — HEXOTS COIIAIIAKCH f1.

— Hy, tak pasxe mporie Oyaer, — paocTHO OTBEYAET OHa, a s HAYMHAIO TIOI03PEBaTh HeJIaHOe.

— To1 310 0 yem?

— MBsI TyT BCTpeyaluch y3KMM KPYIroM: IJIaBpel ¢ 3aMOM, napa areHToB. Hy u mbl penmimy,
YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha BBICOKOE KaYeCTBO TBOMX KHUT, B HHUX MOpPa I00aBUTh YTO-TO HOBOE, — MO OPOBH
HEJJOBOJILHO CXOJSTCS Ha TIEPEHOCHIIE TI0 Mepe ee 0ObsiCHEeHHI. — Thl 3Haelllb, ceiiuac OueHb TOIy-
JISIPHO, KOTZ1a B KHUTE €CTh IVIaBbl HE TOJIBKO OT JIMI[A TEPOMHMU, HO U OT JIMLIA Ieposl.

4 kavaro ronoBoy Ha 310. Ecim Tamapa gymaert, 4To s HE B Kypce 9TOM TEHAEHLIMHU, TO OHA
KPYITHO OmuoaeTcsl.

— 4 npo6osana, Tom, HO s... MBICIM MYXYMHBI MTOTYyYaOTCsA HEHAcTOSIUMK. MHe Janeka
MY’KCKasl ICUXOJIOTUS.

— Tak s yxe Bcé permal AreHT st WM KTo? — pagocTHO (bipkaeT Tamapa. — Mbl mogoOpanu
TeOe KJIACCHOTO COABTOPAa, MyK4UMHY. OH M HAIMIIIET IJIaBbl OT JIMIIA TJIABHOTO Ieposl.

—He-er, — cxony oTBeuaro 1. — 51 He Oy/1y HU C KeM JISIUTh CBOIO KHUTY ! S CJIMITIKOM 3roMCTUYHA
7151 3TOTO.

W nparmaruyna. TpatuTh BpeMs Ha 0OCykJIeHUsI, HA AaprTyMEHTHI B TI0JIb3y CBOEH TOUKH 3pe-
HusA? YOexaaTb HE3HAKOMOIO MHE YeJIOBEeKa, UTO s JIydllle 3HAI0 CBOI0 MCTOPUIO U CBOMX repoeB?
Her, s ayume npocro Oyny nucars. Cama.

— OH npuBes€T Tebe CBOW ayauTopuio, — yoexaaer MeHss Tamapa. — Thl Oyzienib TOIBKO B
BbIUTpbILLE!

—DTOT BBIUTPHIII OY/IET CTOUTh MHE CIIUIIIKOM JIOPOT0, — 3aMEYalo s U PEIIUTETLHO TOOABIISIO. —
Sl He Oynmy HM C KeM COaBTOPCTBOBATh.

— Iocymaii, Hy oberai XoTst Obl IPOCTO MOAYMaTh, — IPOCUTENILHO TAHET ToMa.

— 4 nogymaio, HO MHEHUE MOE HE U3ME. ..

— OrmuHo! JloroBopritich ! — paocTHO nepeOuBaeT MeHs Ha rojycioBe Tamapa. — MHe nopa
oexarb. Jasai, mumm! [Toka!

Toma cOpachIBaeT BHI30B, a s €llle KaKOe-TO BpeMsl C TIOJO3PEHUEeM CMOTPIO Ha TIOTEMHEBIIUI
9KpaH TesneoHa. MHe He HpaBUTCS TO, YTO 3aayMalia MOs areHT, U 51 O0KCh, UTO TaK JIETKO OHA OT
MEH$ He OTBsIKETCS. MHe MPEeTUT MBIC/Ib COABTOPCTBA, KAK YTO-TO MHOPOIHOE TBOPUYECTBY. TBOpel
— BCerja OfvH, a ecI1 UX ABOE, TO YTO 32 TBOPEHUE OHU co3/1aayT? DTo OyAeT HU pbida, HU MSICO, U
s1 MOTAIO TOJIOBOM, BBIOpackiBasi 3T ITyNocTu TaMapsl U3 MbICTIEH.
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CrycTst HECKOJIBKO TUIOZIOTBOPHBIX YaCOB THINMHY KBAPTUPHI BHOBb MPOpe3aeT Teje)OHHBIN
3BOHOK. Orsith Tamapa? Ho Ha skpaHe Hen3BecTHbIN TesieoHHbIN HoMep. HaBepHsika npeaioxeHue
IOpPUIMYECKUX YCIIYT WM aKIMsl B CTOMATOJIOT WM, WJIH €1IE Kakash peKJiama.

— Anno?

CekyHaHas may3a, BO BpeMs KOTOPOU s IPAKTUIECKU pela cOPOCUTh BbI3OB, TIPEePhIBACTCS
HU3KUM MYKCKUM T'OJIOCOM.

— 39to Jlunus CrpactHasn?

Moii KHUKHBIN TICEBJIOHUM B YCTaX HE3HAKOMOTO MYKUMHBI 3BYUUT CJIMIITKOM BbI3BIBAIOIIE, U
s IPUBBIYHO TIPOKJIMHAIO TOT JICHb, KOTJIa BHIOpaa cede 3Ty (paMumio.

— BepHo.

— JoOpwiit nenb, JInmus. 9to Makc. Makce PomaHoB.

My:XurHa MOITYMT, OXKUJAs MOEH peakuu. S Toxke Moy, OKUas JATbHEUIINX MTOSICHEHUH.

— U1-n? — nepBoil He BbIIEPKUBAIO 5.

— 4 Bam coaBtop. Tamapa coobiana Bam 060 MHe?

S HeIOBOJILHO MBIXYY B TeJie)OH.

— AX coaBTOp. MHE He HyXeH cOaBTOp. 5 HU ¢ KeM He Oy/1y COTpYIHHYATh, — 51 OTBEYAI0 rpy0o U
PE3KO, pa3Apaxkasch OT CUTYallli, B KOTOPOW OKa3ajlach, ¥ HE CJMILIKOM CJIEKY 32 CBOMMHU CJIOBaMU. —
Tak 4urto or6oii, Makc PomanoB. CkaTepThio TOPOKKA.

— He Tak ObicTpo, — B TenedoHe CIBIIUTCS BHICOKOMEpHAst yCMeIKa. — §1 3aKJTI0urI JOroBOp
C BalllMM W3JATeJILCTBOM, TaK YTO Y HUX HET APYrMX BapraHTOB. Tamapa AOJKHA ObUIa TIONYYUTh
BaIlle «aa».

— BaMm nepecnatp 3anuch Hallero ¢ Hell pa3roBopa? — CKENTUYECKU YTOUHSIO 5. — Moero «a»
TaM TOYHO He ObLIO.

— Bui 3anmceiBaeTe TeneOHHbIE pa3roBOPHI? — yAUBISIETCS MOW COOECEIHUK.

— WMHorpa ObIBaeT MoNe3HO, — s 0e3pa3IMIHO MOKKUMAIO TUleYaMu. — B moOoM ciydae Mbl ¢
BamH He cpabotaemcs. [ToummuTe Apyroi BapuaHr.

— Moii cTuib 61M30K K BallieMy, TIO9TOMY Hallla KHUra OyJeT BBIIJISIICTh BECbMa OpraHNuyYHO, —
coo0IaeT yBepeHHbIH royioc. — 1 03HaKOMHJICSI CO BCeMU KPYITHBIMU aBTOPAMH BallIero N3JaTesbCTBa
U, YBEPSIO Bac, MHE MOAXOJUTE TOJIBKO BBI.

— BbI U3 gpyroro usnarenscrsa? — JOraablBaoch Sl.

— [a, nepemmén HeAaBHO, — HEXOTs OTBEYAET MY)KUMHA U MEHsSIET TeMy. — Bbl Belb yiKe muIiere
kaury? Tamapa MHe B 0OIIMX YepTax oOpricoBasia uzaelo. Jlapaiite BCTpeTUMCS BeY4epoM U BCE 00Cy-
oM ?

S omeTOMJIEHHO MOJYY OT €ro Hamopa M HamiocTd. M OTKyzna TOJIBKO B3SJICS CTEPEOTHIl O
CTECHUTEJIbHBIX Y MOJTYQJIMBBIX MTUCATENISAX ?

—Iocnymaiite, Kak Bac Tam, — s HAIMEPEHHO JIeJ1alo BUJI, UTO 3a0bljIa €ro UMsi, HO OH YCITyKJIMBO
MHE HallOMUHAET.

— Makec.

— Ha xotp lInmakc! — otpe3aio s1. — MHe Bce paBHO. §1 HU ¢ KeM He HamepeHa JIeJIUTh CBOIO
kHUry! MHe He HyXeH HUKakou coaBTop! A eciu Bbl OyaeTe JaBUTh Ha MeHs depe3 Tamapy, To
uMelTe BBUILY, 51 HA He€ B CyJI MOJjaM 3a pacKpbIThe Moux uaei. M BooOiie areHra cMeHio!

— Mory npeayiokuTh BaM CBOETO areHTa, — TUXO CMEETCSl MyKUMHA, HE BIIEYATJIEHHBI MOE
rHeBHOU Tupanor. — OH Kyga 0ojee KOMITeTeHTEH.

S TsKeno B3ApIXalo, J1axke He MPUKpPbIBas najibiieM MUKpPOQoH TenaedoHa. OH SIBHO UrpaeT
MHOIO, U f1 pelIal0 CMEHUTh CTPATETHIO.

— Bol Bellb OT MEHsI He OTBSIKETECh, 1a? — KaJIOOHO CIpaIIUBAIo S1.

— He otBsikych, — cornainaercs my:xurHa. — Ho BbI He niepesxuBaiite paHbiiie BpemeHu. [lapaiite
MIPOCTO BCTPETUMCS 151 Havasa?

— JlafiHO, — JIETKO COIIAIIAIOCh 5. — CO3BOHUMCS YePe3 HEJIENIbKY U PEIIVM.
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— Her, — npepsiBaet MeHst oH ObicTpo. — Berperumcest cerogus. Hy, kpaitHuii cpok — 3aBTpa.

Sl pa3nymbiBalo, Kak BBIKPYTUTCSI U3 €TO YCJIOBUSI, HO OH IIPOJOJIKAET:

— JlaBaiite cerogusi B Bocemb Beuepa? B Illtuse.

— CeropHs He Mory, — Bpy . — JlaBaiite 3aBTpa. B monjieHp Ha HaGepeKHOM.

— B camoe nekJio, — THXO CeTyeT OH, HO COMJIAIIAETCA. — Y TJIaBHOTO BXOJaA.

— 51 3acTaBmo Bac cOexaTb OT MEHsI MIEPBbIM, — MPETYIPEKAAIO 5.

— U He HapgeliTech, — CHOBa ycMexaetcsi oH. — Kak s Bac y3Haio?

— A BBI IOTYIJIUTE MEHSI, — MPEIaraio si CO CMEIIKOM U cOpachiBalo BHI30OB.

B unrepHere MHoro moux ¢ororpaduii. Ho Ha Bcex s1 oueHb pa3Hasi — HauMHas ¢ LIBETa BOJIOC
¥ I71a3, 3aKaHYMBasi BceM 00pa3oM B 1iesioM. MHe Bceria HpaBUJIOCh SKCTIEpUMEHTUPOBATh Ha (poTo-
ceccHsiX, Ho3TomMy U ¢otorpacduu Bce O4eHb OTIIMYAIOTCA APYT OT Apyra. Be€, uro Makc noimer no
HUM 000 MHE — 3TO TO, UTO 5 cTporiHasi. Hy, Oonee wiu MeHee.

S Mory MOTryIJIMTh M €70 CaMOro, HO OTYEr0-TO MHE COBEPLLIEHHO He X0ueTcsl. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB
— COaBTOPCTBO HYKHO €MY, BOT ITyCTb OH M MOJCTPAUBAETCS MO/l MEHS.
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I'maBa 2

41 onmazppiBato Ha Betpedy ¢ Makcom PomanoBbIM yxke Ha nonvaca. He cniena nonsy B mammse
yepes3 NEPEKPECTKU, UTHOPUPY yKe JECATHI 3BOHOK Ha CBOM Tejie(poH. Makc emi€ MpOKJISAHET TOT
MOMEHT, KOIZla PELIMJICS CBA3aThCA CO MHOM! S yXMBIIAIOCH M KMJAI0 B3MJIAL B 3€PKaJIO 3aJHETO
BUa. Mou BOJIOCH COOpaHBI B MyYOK, Ha I71a3aX — OUKU-aBUATOPHL. $1 Hajena IeIKoBble apoBaphl
Y IIEJIKOBBIA K€ TOIl — B HUX OyleT He TaK KapKo MOJ MaisiieM coiHieM. Ha Horax rpedeckue
CaHJaJIMY Ha TJIOCKOM TOJOIIBE, YTOOBI OBIO YIOOHO XOAUTH MO MecKy. S mo3adoTunack o cebe u
HaJeslach, YTo Makc NpuIET COBCEM He B IJISKHOM ofiek/ie U OyJIeT My4uTbCsl BCIO BCTpeyy.

S mapkyloch MeXay YbMM-TO MUHUKYIIEPOM M OTPOMHBIM IMKAIlOM M, MOAXBATUB CYMOUKY,
HAIIpaBJIIOCh K LIEHTPAJIBHOMY BXOZy.

Tam npsiMo 1O EHTPY CTOUT MPUBJIEKATEIbHBIA MyKUMHA B JIETHUX OpIOKax M JIerko Oenoi
¢pyroonke. OH CMOTPUT Ha MEHs, HE OTPbIBas I71a3, YyTh YXMBUISSCh U TIOUTPbIBasl KJIOYaMHU OT
MAIIIMHBI JIEBOW PYKOM.

ITO TOYHO OH — HUKTO JPYroi He cTai Obl pa3misablBaTh HE3HAKOMKY TaK OeClIEpEMOHHO — HO
KakK OH MeHs y3HaJ? §l XMypIoch 1 TIOOXOXKY ONMKe.

— 41 yxe Hayan IymaThb, 4TO Bbl MEHS PELLWIN POAMHAMUTDL, — TOBOPUT OH BMECTO IIPUBET-
CTBUSI CBOMM HU3KHMM TI'OJIOCOM, PE3OHUPYIOIIUM C YEM-TO Y MEHS BHYTPH.

— Tonpko HavamM AyMarth? — yAUBISIOCH . — §1 oNo3/1ana Ha COPOK MHUHYT, BBl JOJKHBI ObLIN
YK€ JaBHO PELINTBH, UTO 5 HE IpUELY.

— 41 Becpbma TepnienuB, — OH LIYPUT IIa3a, C HACMEIIKOW pasIyiAdblBas MEHs CBEPXY BHM3, U
noOasJsieT. — Bbl He oTBeYa M Ha MOU 3BOHKH.

— Oi1, HaBepHOe 3a0buIa TeseoH 1oMa, — (haIbIIMBO BOCKJIMIAIO 51. — $1 Takast 3a0bIBUMBASL.

OH XMBIKaeT M pa3BOPAUYMBAETCS, YTOOBI UATH PSAOM CO MHOW. MBI BBIXOIMM Ha HAOEpEkKHYIO
U CITyCKaeMcsl BHU3 Ha Necok. OH IaraeT INMpOKMUMHU 1araMu, 3a/1eBast MEHs TO JIOKTEM, TO KHUCTBIO
PYKH, 3aCTaBJIsAs MEHSA KaXIbIi pa3 HEMHOT'O JIEPraTbCs B CTOPOHY.

Korna 1o Mops ocranace napa METpPOB U Mbl MIEM BJIOJIb BOJIH, sl HAKOHEL] CIIPAIINABAIO:

— Kak BbI MeHd y3HaM?

— Hy yx TouHO He Gnarozaps ryrity, — Kauyaet rojioBoi oH. — Asast Anbda Pomeo ouens 3amer-
Had. Tak mHe ckazana Tamapa.

— 51 TOYHO CMeHIO areHTa, — HeIOBOJILHO Oypuy f1, BbI3bIBASI €10 CMEX.

Bo mue ki1youThes pasapaxenue ToMo, rpycTb OT COOCTBEHHOTO ITPOUT PHIIIA M HEIOBOJIBCTBO
ero Bprpaiem. 1:0 B ero none3y.

4l 3acraBnstio ceOs ApIIATh TITyOXe U CIIOKOMHEe, HANPaBJISI0 B3NS HA pa3MEPEHHBIA OTIbIX
3aropaionyx 1 Kynawoumxcs. ConHue neyeér, Ho MHe 3TO HpaBUTCA. Tak peaKo BbIIAETCSA BO3MOXK-
HOCTb HE CIlella MoryJisiTe. § Oyay mpoCTo HacaaXIaTbcs TUM JHEM, a Makc... eMy s IoMoraTh
He Oyny.

— JInnus, — oH MoBOpauMBaceT ToJI0BY KO MHE. — JINIs, MOKHO Ha «TbI»?

4l 6e3pasnuyHO MoXkuMmalo Tiedamu. MHe B caMoM Jielie BCe PaBHoO.

— IHocmyman, JInnd, 1 noHMMal, 4To Thl cEMYac BOCIIPUHUMAEIb MeHs B ITHIKK. Ho 4 xouy,
YTOOBI ME3K/1y HAMU BO3HUKJIU JPYKECKUE U JOBEPUTEJIbHbIE OTHOIIEHHUS], — 51 KOIIYCh Ha HEro CKel-
TUYECKH, BE/Ib OTHOLIEHM A TAKOT'O POJIa HE BO3HUKAIOT 10 YbEMY-TO KeJIaHUI0. — M moaTomy 4 cervac
pacckaxy Tede HeMHOTO o cebe, 1agHo? Thl Bep He unTana HU4ero o0o MHe B MHTepHeTe?

51 oTpHuLIaTENIbHO Kavalo rOJIOBOM, U OH MPOAOJIKAET:

—Tak 51 1 gymaJ, — oH B31pIXaeT. — B o0111eM, 51 yke OKOJIO MSATH JIeT UL JTI0OOBHBIE POMaHBI.
HagepHoe, Te0s 310 ynusiser? Ho npuumHa BHIOOpa 3TOro jkaHpa MpocTa — KEHIMHAM HPaBUTCS
YUTATh MBICJIM MYKYMHBI O JIOOBH. POMaHBI OT MyKUMHBI pa3yieTaloTcst Kak MUpokKu. U s1 61 HUUero
HE MEHSUI, HO y MEH$ BHILIEJ CEPbE3HbI KOH(IMKT C U3AATENIEM, B PE3YJIBTaTe KOTOPOIO s1 CMEHWII

8
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M3aTeIbCTBO. YIIEN U3 KPYITHOTO B O0Jiee MeJIKoe ¢ HeOOMBIIIMM PHIHKOM cObITa. $1 AMKTOBAN yCio-
BUSI ¥ TOTPEOOBAT COABTOPCTBO, YTOOBI MOTYUUTh OOJIbIIIE YNTATENIEH, YeM paHbIIIe.

— W 4T0OBI HE TIPUITUIOCH CAMOMY TIPUAYMBIBATh CIOXKET, — IIPEPHIBAIO S €r0 pedb, HABePHSIKA
MPUIYMaHHYIO 3apaHee.

Makc 3aMoJTKaeT M, KakeTcsi, HOMHOTO Pa3/IpaKeHHO MOTYUT, OCOOCHHO CHUJIPHO BIIEYATHIBAS
OOTHHKM B TECOK.

— 310 He Tak, JInis. B Moel rojioBe Macca CIoKeToB, sl MOTY TIOIApUTh Te0e XOTb AECATH MPSIMO
37€eCh U celtuac, 4ToObl JoKa3aTh TEOE 9TO.

OH cMOTpHT Ha MeHSI BBI3BIBAIOIIE, U 51 CKJIA/IBIBAI0 PYKH HA TPY/IU.

— Tak BCE 3TO — TONBKO paay yBeIMUSHHUS KOJIMYECTBA YuTaTesell? — YyTOUHSIO 51, He Kelas
OTBEYAaTh Ha €TO BBI3OB.

— Jla, 1 TeOs 310 TOXKE KOCHETCS. Tebe 9TO Tak ke BBIFOAHO, KaK U MHE.

Sl HenoBepuMBO Kayvalo ronoBoil. Tamapa ropopuia To ke camoe, HO TIOUeMy-TO MHE KaxkeTcs,
YTO 3a cJIoBaMU Makca CKpbIBaeTCs 4YTO-TO EIIE.

— W3-3a yero BeIIen KOHIUKT ¢ TPEAbIIYIIAM U3AaTeIbCTBOM? — sl 9YBCTBYIO ceOsl Clie/IoBa-
TeJIeM, HO U He CITPOCUTb TO HE MOTY.

Makc MOTUUT Tapy CeKyH/I, OCOOCHHO BHUMATEILHO U3ydasi TOPU30HT. A S MOTyYai0 BO3MOXK-
HOCTh U3Y4HTh ero nmpodwib. YeTkre JIMHUM JIUlA, YyTh CKaThie TyObl, Kapue I71a3a KaxyTcsli MHE
ceituac Mackor. Ero Teno HampsikeHoO, U sl IOHMMAIO, YTO 3Ta YaCTh Pa3roBopa eMy HellpUsITHA.

— Uzparens oTkazaiics myOaMKOBaTh MOIO HOBYIO KHUTY, Y3HAB, YTO MPEABIIYIIYIO 1 YKpas y
JPYyroro aBTopa.

Sl B 1IOKe OCTaHABIMBAIOCH HA MECTE U JIaXke He YTpyXkJawo ceOs 3aKpbITHeM pra. Makc ocTa-
HABJIMBAETCS IIArOM TI03%e M 000paurBaeTcst KO MHE ¢ KPUBOW YCMEIIIKOU Ha Jiviie. MUMO Hac mpo-
OeraioT ¢ BU3roM JICTH U TUTIOXAIOTCS B BOIY, OKAaThIBast HAC 000MX OpbI3raMu. Makc MOpIIUTCS, a 5
MO-TIpeKHEMY U3YMJIEHHO CMOTPIO Ha HETO.

— W1 nocrie 3Toro THl XOUelllb, 9TOOBI 51 COrIaCHIach Ha COABTOPCTBO? — CJIOBA HAKOHEIT BHIPHI-
BAIOTCSI U3 MOETO PTa.

Makc cMmepsieT MeHs OCYKIAIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM U, XBaTasl 3a JIOKOTh, OTTACKUBAET TO/IAJIbIIIe OT
BO/IBI.

— S Hryero He KpaJt, ICHO? — 3710 TOBOPUT Makc, s MHE MPSIMO B I71a3a. — MeHs OJICTaBuIIn
niepes uzgaresneM. OH He BEpUI MOMM JOKa3aTeabcTBaM, MOUM (paiiiam 1o Toit kuure. OH noBepul
TOJIOCJIOBHOMY yTBepkaeHuto! Kak u Thl.

[NocnenHee OH BBITUIEBBIBAET € OCOO0M 3710CThI0. MeHs 3a/1eBaeT 3TO, Belb Mbl HE CTaphle 3Ha-
KOMBIe, YTOOBI 51 MOIJIa CYIUTh O €ro MOCTYIKaxX He MO ero cjioBaM. S ¢ CHION BBIIEPIUBAI0 CBOW
JIOKOTh M3 €T0 3aXBaTa U MPUTIOHUMAIOCh HA HOCOUKH, YTOOBI CTaTh YyTh BHIIIIE.

— 41 moBepwia TBOEMY T'OJIOCTIOBHOMY yTBepk/ieHH0! VIHBIMU clioBaMu — s OBepuiia Teoe, —
3JI00HO MIUTLTIO S eMy B JIIO. — Ecim ThI qymaut, uto st 001aaio TeyienaTiel Wi SMIIaThe U BMUT
pasrajaio TBOE BpaHbE, TO Tl OMIMOCS. 3aTO Tenephb 51 OTIMYHO 3HAIO, YTO Thl MOXKEIIb COBPaTh, HE
MoOpruyB B3msiiom. Coarop? [la K uepTy Takoro coaBropa!

51 pe3ko pa3zBopaunBaiOCh ¥ OBICTPO IIArai B CTOPOHY MapKOBKU. Byb Mo Horamu He Tecok, a
acaybT — 51 OB BEPOSATHO YMYIPUIIACh THEBHO TOMATH J1akKe CBOMMU IPeUeCKMMU CaHIaTusIMU. Bme-
CTO 3TOTO $ JIMIIb THEBHO YTOMNAI0 B 0OXkwuramomiem recke. Ho s Hafeock, 4To XoTsl Obl MOU JIOMATKU
BBIPA3UTEILHO OTOOPAXKAIT MOM SMOIIMY U MOChUTAI0T Makca JaJieko W HaJoro. B KoHIe KOHIIOB,
YTO 3a MIYIYIO UTPY OH Pas3birpal TyT?

— Jlunsa! Jluns, croit! — OoH BHOBb XBaTaeT MeHs 3a JIOKOTh U PE3KO pa3BopauymBaeT K cede. —
[Mocmymait, w3BuHM, JagHO? S He paB, — Makc rTyOOKO B3[bIXaeT ¥ MPU3HAETCA. — DTa TeMa IJI0X0
Ha MHe cKasbiBaeTcs. [IpocTo He roBopu co MHOM 00 3ToM, Xoporiio? $1 mpaBaa HUYero He Kpaji. 1o
YEpPTOBCKH AePHMOBO, KOr/ia TeOs1 0e30CHOBATEIbHO MOJ03PEBAIOT B TIONMOOHOM, — 51 MOJTYA TTPOKUTAI0
€ro HeJJOBOJILHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, M OH JI00aBisieT. — Thl MHE HykHa ceituac. Kak coaBTop.
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— A MHe Kaxertcs, 9To Tebe Hy)KHee TICUXO0JIor, — OopMouy s, 1 Makc cMe€Tcst, pacciadsisch.

— He 6e3 atoro, na. Ho st cipaBmmiochk cam.

S Momay, He 3Has1, UTO CKa3aTh B OTBeT. MHe kajib, uTo Y Makca Takue mpo0OaeMbl C KHUTOH,
HO 51 BCE €ILE HEMHOTO 3JII0Ch Ha HETO 3a 3TY IVIYIYIO CLEHY.

3BOHOK MOero TesiepoHa MPEpPBIBAET HAIIl Pa3roBop. S1 BHITACKUBAID MOOWILHBIA U3 CYMOYKHU
Y Cpa3y MPUHUMAIO BbI30B.

— [la, MuJIbIiA, — TOBOPIO 51 M OTXOXY B CTOPOHY OT Makca Ha napy I11aroB.

— Mamyiib, a Tl ckOpo? § X0uy B MapKe MoKaTaThCsl Ha CaMOKate, — FOJIOC ChiHA 3BYYUT HEMHOTO
IPYCTHO.

— JIlymaio, 4TO TOJIBKO Yepe3 4ac CMOTy MOABEXATb.

— Tak nmo-onro, — oOWkeHHO TAHET TuMyp, HO cpa3zy MPUAYMBIBACT UK. — A MOXHO MBI C
HsIHEH B MapK MOeJeM ceiluac, U Thl IOTOM K HaM NpHUeAeib?

— KoneuHo, gaBaii Tak, — corjamiaoch .

— Kunacc! Hy, noka.

— IToka, MHJIBIHA.

S1 cOpachiBaio BBI30B M HATHIKAIOCh HA CapKaCTUYHBIN B3I Makca.

— 3HauuT, THI Takas 3a0bIBUMBASL, YTO OCTaBUJIA TesieDOH JoMa? — MIPUTIOMUHAET OH MHE BCe
MIPONYyIIEHHBIC BBI3OBBI, KOT/IA s OMa3/piBajia Ha BCTPEy.

A noxumaro rjedamu.

— 4 y’acHO HecOOpaHHBIN YeJIOBEK, — BPY 5 Ha TIOJTHOM cepbe3e. — MHe Ka3ajioch, uTo TeedoH
OCTaJICS B IPYTOi CyMKe.

Makc nrypuTcs, pa3misiibiBasi MEHsI U MBITAsICh MOHSATh, HACKOJIBKO S TOBOPIO MPABIUBO, HO
MOTOM MOJTYa KayaeT rojIoBOM, TaK, BUAMMO, U HE TIPUHSB OKOHYATEIbHOE pellieHre, U BO3BPAIAeTCs
K TEM€ Halllero pa3roBopa.

— MHe npocto Hy)HO TBOE noBepue. CKaxu, Kak MHE €ro 3aCTyKUTh?

Makc cepbe3HO 3arisibiBaeT B MO I71a3a, U 51 YMTA0 B HUX UCKPEHHOCTb.

— Tol e aBTOp, — 51 B3MAaXUBal0 PYKOW ¥ BHOBb HAUMHAIO IIAraTh BAOJb Oepera. — Thl IOJKeH
MOHUMATh, YTO HET MTPOCTOro OTBeTa Ha TBOK Borpoc. Jla v B T0OOM citydae 3TO JeJI0 He OJHOTO JIHS.

— DT0 cMOTps Kakas cuTyaiusi. Ecim repou nmonajgaioTr B 9KCTpeMaIbHYIO CUTYaIUIO, TO JOBe-
prie MOXeT OBITh BBICTPOSHO 32 CUUTAHHBIE MUHYTHI, — MaKC UIET PSIIOM M OCTOPOKHO MOTJISIBIBACT
Ha MeHs.

— He gymato, 4yTo Takoe JoBEpuUe Tak yXk Ha/Ie’KHO, — COMHEBAIOCH 1.

— Xouellb OpraHu3yio HaM KCTPeMaIbHYIO cuTyaluio? CMoxkeM MPOBEPUThH TBOIO TEOPHIO, —
C 030pHBIM OJIECKOM B IIa3ax mpejiaraet Makc, ¥ s 3aKaThIBalo I71a3a B OTBET HA €r0 peOsIecTBo.

— 41 He GoJBIION MOOUTETH TTOAOOHOTO apEeHATNHA, — TOBOPIO I, YTOOBI OH Jake He qyMall
BOIUIOIIATh CBOIO UJCIO B KU3Hb.

— 3ps, — KOPOTKO oTBeyaeT Makc, 1 Mbl HEKOTOpO€E BpeMsl UIEM MOJTva.

Sl mymaio Haj ero cjoBaMu O JOBEPUH, BO3HHMKIIIEM B SKCTpEeMasIbHOW cUTyauuu. Bech Moi
OITBIT TAKUX IMPOUCIIIECTBUN OrPAHUIUBAJICS TPOHUKHOBEHUEM Ha 3aKPBITYIO TEPPUTOPUI0 MOPCKOTO
nopTa HOublo. MeHsi poBEN Tyaa AHTOH, enas MoKa3aTh cBoW Kopalib. $1 Obula mopakeHa Besu-
YHeM OrPOMHOIO Cy/IHa, B CBEeTe 3BE3]l Ka3aBIllerocsi MHOIUIaHeTHHIM. Ho 3aziepkarbecsi TaM He yaa-
JIOCh — OXPaHHWK HAC 3aMeTWJI, U HaM TIPUIIUIOCh OekaTh. BBIJIO Beceso 1 CTpairHO OJIHOBPEMEHHO.
AHTOH JIeTKO yYBET MeHs OT MpeciieJoBaTess v, CMesICh, MbI IPUOEKaI Ha COCETHUN UK. Tam Ha
Tecke, emé XpaHUBIIeM JHEBHOE TEILIO, 51 ¥ TIOATBEPANIIa TEOPHIO O OBICTPOM 3apOK/ICHUH JIOBEPHS
B 9KCTpeMaIbHOU cuTyaruu. EIg okoso Mecsia st mpoosikaia HaXoAuThest o1 3 (HEeKTOM CITyqnB-
11erocs, a MoToM y3Hajia, uTo 6epemeHHa. M 4To AHTOH yXOIMT B rofIoBO€ TiaBaHue. JloBepre CMBbLIO
MOPCKUMH BOJTHAMU, CMEIIAHHBIMU C MOMMHU COJIEHBIMU CJIE3aMHU.

C Tex mop s npeanounTaia doree 0ObIICHHOE TOBEpPUE, KOTOPOE BBICTPAUBAETCS MOCTETIEHHO
Ha TMOCTyNKax v JercTBusx. CBOMM reposiM sl BCerjaa MpeaoCcTaBiisiia Jjisi 3TOro J0CTaTOYHO Bpe-
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MeHU. Jla, MycTh B pe3y/ibTare MOM KHUIY HE OTJIMYAINUCh B3PbIBHBIM CIOKETOM, 3aTO OHM BCErja
ObLTM TIPaBIUBBIMH.

— Pacckaxernib npo KHUry? — tTuxo crnpamuaer Makc.

$1 3a1yMUMBO 3aITyCcKalo pyKy B BOJIOCHI U Yellly rojioBy. [Ipesk/ie ueM roBopUth C HUM O KHUTE,
s1 ObI XOTeJ1a IOrOBOPUTH ¢ TamMapoii 0 ero 10roBope ¢ U31aTeIbCTBOM. [IefCTBUTENHHO JIU BCE OBLIO
Tak, Kak ropopus Makc?

Hy, a xpome Toro, s Xxody eI¢ HEMHOTO MOPA3bIPHIBaTh BPEIMHY — MOKET MHE BCE-TaKu
YAACTCsl €ro JOKOHATh?

— Her, He pacckaxy, — oTBevalo s1 HAKOHeI M eXUIHO HaroMuHal. — Tebe sxe Tamapa yxe B
JOJIOKUIIA.

— Hy, He Bc€, a ToNbKO B 0OIIUX YepTax, — Bo3pakaeT Makc.

OH norsapIBaeT Ha MeHsI cKoca, OyITO YyBCTBYET MOIO (pasblllb M TIPEKPACHO BUAUT TPH-
YMHBI MO€il peaklivu. Bripouem, naxe ecnu Makc 1€MICTBUTENBHO BCE IOHUMAET, TO ISl MEHS 3TO
HUYETo HE MEHSIET.

— ¥V MeHs Bcero napa IjiaB, paccKasblBaTh [OKa HE O YeM, — s OTBOPAYMBAIOCh K MOPIO U 3aC0-
BBIBAIO PYKM B KapMaHbl 1LIapOBap.

— A Kak ke 3ajlyMKa B LIeJioM? — HacTauBaeT Makc.

— Ee tebe pacckazana Tamapa, — Cyxo OTBEYalo s M CIIBIITY TSUKEIBI B3J0X COOECeIHUKA.

Ha, Takas BOT s mpoTtuBHas1! 3a0yap 000 MHe ¥ uiH, Kyaa méen. Ho Makc Tak mpocTo He OTCTy-
[IaeT — BMECTO 3TOTO OH BJPYT HAUMHAET TOBOPHUTD.

— Tamapa cka3ana, 4To TBOSI UCTOPUS — O ABYX cTyaeHTaX. OHU IPOTUBOCTOAT APYT APYTY, HO
B KOHEUHOM UTOTe MEXKIYy HUMH Pa3ropaercsi JIOOOBb.

S Hruero He Mory ¢ coOOH MozeNaTh ¥ MPe3pUTESbHO (PBIPKAI0 B OTBET HA TO ONMCAHME.

— 3Haio-3Ha10, — Makc KMBaeT rojioBoi. — DTO CIMIIKOM MOBEPXHOCTHOE pe3ioMe, U s boee,
YeM yBepeH, UTO TBOsI 33[yMKa Kyja IIIyOoxe 3TON epyH/bL.

Sl 3alyMYMBO OCTaHABIMBAIOCH, YTOOBI BHITPSIXHYTD MECOK M3 CAHJAJIMIA M 3a0HO 00yMarTh
yciblinanHoe. MoxeT 3ps s Tak 3muiack Ha Tomy? Bcé-Taku camoe OCHOBHOE OHa He PacKphlia
Makcy.

Sl Tpsicy OHOI HOTOM M TEepsii0 paBHOBECHE, B3MaxXMBasi pyKaMH U 3aBaJIMBasiCh Ha OOK.

— OcTopoxHO, — Makc 00XBaThIBAET MOIO TAIUIO CBOMMH JIAJIOHSIMHU U yIEPKUBAET B BEpTHU-
KaJIBHOM I10JI0KEHUU.

Mos koxa rops4as OT COJHLA, HO €ro JIAJOHM ellE ropsyee. MHe Jaxe Kaxercs, 4To OT ero
PYK OCTaHYTCSI OKOTHM, HO HeT. OH OTITyCKaeT MEHs, U sl He 3aMeyal0 HUKaKuX CJIeJ0B Ha Koxe. Makc
MOJT4a IPOTATMBAET MHE CBOM JIOKOTb, U 51 ONIMPAIOCh HA HETO PYKOM, BHITPSIXMBAsI IECOK U3 BTOPOU
CaHOAJIUM.

— MoposkeHoe Oyzelib? — CrpaiBaeT OH POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM M KMBAeT B CTOPOHY IUISKHOTO
Kade.

— Her, HO oT Xx01100HOTO KO(he He OTKa3aIach Obl.

MBbI MoJTYa TIOKYIIaeM aiic-kode U TIoMOup B BapesIbHOM CTaKaHYMKE U CHOBA OKa3bIBaeMCSI
PAIOM € BOZION. Sl BBUIABJIMBAIO JIOKEUKOU KyOHK JibJla M3 Kohe U C YIOBOJIBCTBHEM €ro TOCaChiBal0,
Kak KoHdeTy. Makc BrpbI3aeTcsi B CBOE MOPOXKEHOE, pasIiisiabiBasi Kynawommuxcs. Mexay HaMu ycTa-
HaBJIMBAETCS Ta MPUATHAS TUILIMHA, KOTOPYIO HE HYKHO IIPEpbIBaTh, HO 51 3HaI0, YTo Makc xaet. U s
3HAI0, YTO OH 3HAaET, 4T 51 ceivac BcE€ pacckaxy. CI0KHO CKa3aTh, OTKyAa OEpETCsl 3TO OHUMAaHKe,
HO 51 YyBCTBYIO €I'0 TaK K€ XOPOILO, KaK U JIEASHYIO IPOoXjagy Koge B CBOEH pyKe.

— DTa KHUAra — 0 MacKax, KOTOpbIe Mbl IIOCTOSIHHO HOCHM, — HAUMHAIO $1, pa3Mas3biBasi Majib-
LIEM KOHJIeHcaT 1o cTakaHuuKy. — O neBylike — BepoHuke — KoTopasi BCeraa urpaer Kakyko-To poJib.
To xopoluei 1o4epu, TO XOpOIIel YUeHHIIBI, TO XOPOIIer MOAPYTH, TO Xopoliel moOoBHUIEL. OHa
OTJIMYHO 3HAET JIIOAEW U MCUXOJIOTUIO U BCErja JIesaeT TOo, Yero »kAyT oT He€ npyrue. OHa ymeer
MIPOM3BECTH MPABIIIBHOE BIIEUATICHUE, yMeeT TOKa3aTh ceOsi ¢ JIydIneil ctopoHsl. Ho 3a Bcem aTiM

11



. ®pancyaza o'JIuk. «llI€nkoBas TuiMHA»

OHa TMepecTaéT MOHNMAaTh, KaKasi OHAa Ha CaMOM JieJIe ¥ KaK BBIIJISIIUT ee JIMIO 0e3 MacKu, — s JeJ1aio
IJI0TOK Kodbe U mpoporkain. — OfHak/Abl el BcTpeyaeTcs napeHs — [ken — U OHa, 1O MPHUBBIYKE
AHAM3UPYS €ro, YTOOBI MMPOM3BECTH XOpOIllee BlieUaT/IEHNE, TOHMMAET, YTO €r0 MOXKHO 3alleTUTh
TOJIKO OTKPOBEHHOCTBIO. UTO OH MCIBITAET BOCXMIIIEHHE, €CJTH OHA PACKPOET Mepejl HUM CBOU T'Psi3-
Hble cekpeThl. Kak Tbl noHMMaelb, oHu cOnmkaiorcsi. OHa BCE valrie TOBOPUT UCKPEHHE U HAUMHAET
JIydlIlie MOHUMaTh ceOsi. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHA M30aBJISeTCs OYTH OT BCEX CBOMX MACOK U KHBET TaK,
KaK XO4eT cama.

A 3amonkai, 1 Makc mpofoKaeT CMOTPETh HA MEHSI HEKOTOpoe BpeMs. Mbl CcTOMM BO3Jie
MYCTOTO INE3JIOHTa, U 51 pelal HeHAJIONro MPUCECTb, YTOOB! XOTs1 Obl Ha Mapy CEKYH]I OTHAIUThCS
oT cobecenHMKa. Paccka3biBaTh 3ayMKy HEHAIMCAHHON KHUTHU BCETJa OYEHb TSKENO — Kak OyaTo
JEJUIILCS YEM-TO HEBEPOSTHO COKPOBEHHBIM, YEM-TO HACTOJBKO JINYHBIM, UYTO MYpAIIKH OEryT o
KO€ OT COOCTBEHHOW OTKPBITOCTH MEPE/l APYTUM YETIOBEKOM.

— A mapens? Uto ¢ HUM? — 3a1a€T OXKUAaeMblid BOPoc Makc 1 oIycKaeTcst psijiom.

S B3apIXaro.

— He 3Hat0. KoHeuHO, ¢ 0IHOU CTOPOHBI YUTATENN KIYT XIMMU-3H],. [[/151 STOro OHU U YUTAIOT
KHUTH yarie Bcero. Ho ¢ apyroit cTOpoHsl, — s 3 JyM4MBO Kavalo TooBoil. — JIloOOBb — OHa Belb HE
PO OTKpOBEHHOCTh. OHA CKOpee Mpo YBaXEHHUE, a yBaxkeHue TpeOyeT MHOT/IA O YeM-TO YMOIYaTh.

Makc uchbITyIoIe CMOTPUT MHE MPsIMO B TJia3a, W s HE pelalnch OTBECTU B3MIsiA. MHe
KaXeTcsi, YTo ceiyac OH OyATO CMOTPUT B CaMyl0 MOIO AyIy, OyATO YMTaeT BCIO MEHs, U 51 X0y,
YTOOBI OH Y3HAJT BCE, UTO €My HYKHO. B 3TOT MOMEHT 51 OTUEro-To JOBepsiio eMy, BEpIo, 4TO He Tpe-
JacCT, ¥ YyBCTBYIO ceOs1 Ha/Ie)KHO PSJIOM C HUM.

Ho pnutes sto Henonro. Makc Mopraet, U U3 €ro a3 ucuye3aeT YTo-TO OYeHb BaXHOE IS
MeHsi. OH OTBOpauMBaeTCs K MOPIO, a 51 32JIIIOM BBIMMBAI0 KO(e U BCKAaKMBAIO C MECTa, YTOOBI BHIOPO-
CUTb IYCTOH CTakaH B ypHY. MHe XoueTcst cOekarh OT Hero, HO sl 3HaI0, YTO 3TO Oy/eT OYeHb IIymnas
Y MpOBaJIbHasI ONbITKA OerctBa. [103ToMy 51 MOAXOKY K MIE3JIOHTY M PABHOAYIIHO MPEAJIaraio:

— Ioiiném odparHO?

Makc Momya KuBaeT ¥ BcTa€t ¢ Mecta. OH BbIlIle MEHS, U 51 YCIIEeBAl0 3aMETHUTh MOKpHIE TISAT-
HBIIIKY OT MOTa Ha ero (pyTOOIKe mepes TeM Kak OTBOPAYMBAIOCh B CTOPOHY.

B mosnHO¥ THIIMHE MBI TPOXOAMM MHMO TUISKHOTO Kade M HampaBJisieMcs K HEHTPAIbHOMY
BXojy HaGepe:xxHOH. TpyaHo cka3athb, 4To s kay oT Makca. [Toxsamry? Boctopr? Wi kputuky? Ho
OH B JIIOOOM CJly4ae HMYEro He CKaKeT, He CTAHeT OIEHUBATh MOIO UCTOPHIO, IOTOMY UTO 3TO HE B
ero uHrepecax ceiuac. [71aBHOe OH cenan — 3aBs3ai HeKoe Mogooue IpykKObl CO MHOW U BbIBEIAI
CyTb Hamei Oyayiei KHUrd. B ToM, 4To Mbl BCE ke HanuIieM KHUTY B COABTOPCTBE, s yKe TIOUTH He
COMHEBaIoCh. 51, KOHEUHO, it IPoOPMBI ero eme Oyay AocTaBaTh, HO Makc yxe MpoJeMOHCTPH-
POBaJI MHE CBOE YMEHUE CITIA)KUBATh MOU OCTPHIE YITIbl M yMYAPSITHCS TIPU STOM OOBITPHIBATH MEHS.

2:0 B mosnb3y Makca.

OH ocTaHaBIMBAETCS] POBHO HA TOM XK€ MECTe, I7Ie Mbl BCTPETHIIMCDH U TOBOPAYMBAETCS KO MHE.
Ero nuno He BbIpakaloT SMOLIMH, U 51 CTAPAIOCh C/IENIaTh CO CBOMM JIMLIOM TO € CaMoe.

— Cnacu6o tede, — Makc TOBOpUT HETPOMKO M PyKaMu OOXBATBHIBAET MOM Mpearuieubsi, (PUK-
cupysl MeHs1 Ha MecTe. — TBO€ JoBepre OueHb MHOTO /1Sl MeHsl 3Ha4MT. S Te0st He nmoaseny. Odemaro.

— Hy-y, 310 emmé He noBepue, — MIyTIMBO TSHY 51, CTAPAsCh Pa3psAAUTh MOMEHT €ro MPOHUKHO-
BEeHHOU OnaroiapHocTu. — BOT Korja s mo3Bojo Tede mpoexath 3a pyJieM cBoeir Anbga Pomeo, BoT
TOT/Ia 3TO OYJET JA0BEpUeE.

Makc ycmexaeTcsi M OTITyCKaeT MOU PYKH.

— 41 mo3BoOHIO Tebe BeuepoM, — COOOIIaeT OH U HAIpaBJIsieTCs K 3I0POBEHHOMY THMKaIly, CTOsI-
HIEMY PSIIOM C MOEU MallIuHOM.

Sl mpoBOKalo ero B3IJISAIOM, YbIOASCh.

Beuepowm s jie:xy B mpoXJj1aJHOM BaHHOM, OTAbIXasI IMOCJIE )KapKoro AHs1. B Moux pykax TenedoH,
U 51 CTPOYY CBOIO UCTOPHIO, Oy/1y UM MOTJIOMEHHON BIOXHOBEHHEM. BepoHuKa yke BHIXOUT K 3aBs3Ke,
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1 51 OOI0Ch MPOIYCTUTH MBICTb M TIOTOMY IUINy, He oOpaliasi BHUMaHus Ha omuOku. Ho MHe Bce
PaBHO MPUXOAUTCS MPEpBaThCs, KOTJa HA SKpaHe BMECTO TEKCTa BO3HMKAET HEM3BECTHBI HOMEp
3BOHsIIIEro. TouHee — TOT camblil HOMep, ¢ KOTOpOro MHe 3BoHWI Makc. § 3anoMHuIa nociaeqHue
1 pbl, HO 3a0blJIa BHECTH €T0 B KOHTAKTHI.

41 6o10Ch, UTO M3-32 3BOHKA MOH TEKCT MPONAAET U XOUy COPOCUTDH BBI30B, HO MPOMAaXHUBAIOCh
Y HAKMMAIO Ha 3eJIEHYI0 TPYOOUKY.

— bauH, BOT He MOT MOJOK/AATh XOTs OBl MOTYaca CO CBOMM 3BOHKOM, — HE/IOBOJIBHO CTOHY 51
B MUKPO(OH TesieoHa.

— U tebe noOpeiit Beuep, — cMe€Tcst OH MHE B OTBeT. — OT 4ero st OTBIEK TeOs1?

— Joranaiicsi, — bipkaio 5. — BoT ceifuac My3a ot MeHs yWa€T, u dur tede, a He KHUTA B
COABTOPCTBE.

— AX y Te0s1 CBUJIaHUE C MY30i, — TIOHUMAIOIIIe TOBOPUT OH. — [laBail nepe3BOHIO mo3xe?

— Jla magHo yX, — CMYIIIEHHO OTMaXHMBAIOCh sl PyKOM, YAMBJIEHHAsI €ro MOHUMaHKeM. — [ oBopH,
YTO XOTeJI.

— Yro 3710 3a 3BYyK? — BIpPYr cOpammBaeT Makc, ¥ s IOHUMAl0, YTO OTMaxHYBIIUCh PYKOW
noOopocKiIa BBEpX MeHy U BOIY, KOTOpbIE YIaal 0OPaTHO C IJIECKOM.

— Bona. {1 B BaHHO#.

— O, TaKk y TeOs CBUIaHKE HE TOJIBKO C MY30M, HO U C PEJIaKCOM, — ToJIoc Makca CTaHOBHTCS
YyTb HUXKE, 3aCTaBJIsIsl MOM IIEKM HEMHOTO MOKPACHETb.

— I'oBopu naBaii 3aueM 3BOHMIIb, — TPyOOBATO HACTAMBAIO 51, OIIYINAsl BAPYT, YTO BOAA OCThLIA
yXKe CIIMIIKOM CHJIBHO.

— Hacuér namero pasroBopa IHEM, — HaUMHAaeT MakCc OTYaCcTH CMYLIEHHO, HO ITPOIOJIKAET
yxe Oonee yBepeHHO. — Cniaci6o Tebe ené pas 3a To, 4TO BCE paccKasasia. 3aayMKa KiaccHas. 51
AyMaio, Mbl ¢ TOOOU M3 TOW UCTOPUM ClIeJIaeM HEuTO OYEHb yBJIeKaTelbHOe. 1 XOTesn mpeniokuTh
TeOe BCTPETUTHCS 3aBTpa M HAOPOCATh TPUMEPHBIN TIJIaH.

— C miaHaMu y MeHs He JIAUTCSl, — YECTHO TIPU3HAIOCH 51, BRIOMPAsiCh U3 BaHHBI. — B ronose
BEPXHEYPOBHEBBIH IJIAH €CTh, a KaK TOJIBKO I 3aIMCHIBAI0 KOHKPETHUKY HA OyMary, TO IOTOM YiKe Kak-
TO HE THUIIIETCS COBCEM.

— CepbesHo? — ynusiisiercsi Makce U TyT ke JoOaBysieT. — Y 1edsl TaM KTO-TO YeTBEPTHIN MPH-
coeivHWICS B BaHHY? Tak 11yMHO.

Sl pazapakeHHO 3aKaThIBAIO IV1a3a U OTBEYAIO:

— Jla s mpocTO U3 BOIBI BbIJIE3NA, a TeOe C TBOMM CIIYXOM B IIIMHAOHBI MOKHO MO/IABATHCS.

Makc MOTYUT napy CeKyHI, ¥ s KaK pa3 3aBOpPavYMBaiOCh B TOJIOTEHIIE.

— laBaii 6e3 utana, a? — mpeiaraio s. — 51 ke Tebe B 1IeJIoM pacckasaia, u4to K yemy. 1o xomy
aena OOBSICHIO eIng.

— JlagHo, — B3AbIXaeT Makc. — Ho MOxeT Torja BBIIUIEIIb TO, YTO YK€ HAaIMCaHo?

Sl BBIXOKY M3 BaHHOM KOMHATBI M OOCBIMU CTYITHSIMU IIIETIAl0 MO JJAMUHATY, HAaIIPaBJIsIsCh B
CBOI KaOMHET.

— Boimo, HO uyTh mo3ke. [lait XoTh ab3all gonucarh, — CTPOro OTBEYAIo .

— JlonuchiBai, — BEMKOAYIIHO pa3periaer Makc u 1o0aisier. — U ¢ JIerKkum napom.

S B ouepeHOM pa3 3aKaThIBAIO IJ1a3a U IOKAI0 SI3BIKOM.

— CKkuHb MHE CBOIO TIOUTY, — FOBOPIO 51 U COPAChIBAIO BHI3OB.
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I'nmaBa 3

Sl ornipaBiisiio Makcy HanvcaHHbIe IIaBbl B TPU Yaca HOYM, UTHOPUPYS BCe MpaBUJIa PUIUYMS.
V MeHs 3aKkpbIBAIOTCA [V1a3a, U 51 IOYTH 3aChINAl0 32 CTOJIOM, HO PEB MOTOPA OAMHOKOIO MOTOLIMKJIA
Ha y/uie OyAuT MeHsl, ¥ 1 COHHO My B CHIAJIBHIO, Ha XOJy OTIPaBisis cooduieHre 1 Tamape ¢ mpock-
6oii HaOpath MeHs1 yTpoM. OHa HaBepHsIKa MO3BOHUT MHE B CAMOM Hadvajie pabodyero JHS U TaKUM
oOpa3oM pazoyIuT.

Tak 1 MpoUCXOAMUT.

— JIuns, nodpoe yrpo! — cablity st G0apslii rosoc areHTa. — Thl mpocuiia Tedst HabpaTs.

4l MBIYy UYTO-TO HEWwIeHOpa3[eIbHOE B OTBET, IMBITASICh MOCTE CHA COOOPa3UTh UTO K 4emy. 51
CaXyCbh Ha KPOBATH, MOIPABJIAsl ChEXABLIYIO C IJ1e4a OpeTesbKy NMUXKaMbl 1, TOTUPas Ila3a, HAKOHell
BCIIOMUHAIO.

— Jla, TOYHO, — rOJIOC XPUILIBIA OTO CHA, U S IPOAOJDKAI0, IPOYUCTUB ropsio. — Mbl MOXeM ¢
TOOOM BCTPETUTHCS U 0OCYAUTD 3-3... Makca PomaHoBa u ero foroBop ¢ usnarenscteom? M BoooOie
BCIO CUTYaLHIO.

— Jla Tam 1 06y AaTh-TO Hevero, — Tyuyercst Toma. — OH, KCTaTu, CerofiHs caM K HaM IpUeJieT,
U Tebe Toxke HyKHO OyaeT ObITh 371ech. HyKHO 3aKJIIOUMTH JOrOBOP MEXIy BaMU JBYMsI O CPOKax
Y TOHOpape.

— Hame corpyaHryecTBO — BOIIpOC pelléHHbIH, 1a? — COpalluBalo s, He COMHEBAsCh B OTBETE.

— Ila, — noarBepxkaaeT Mou aoragku Tamapa. — Ho Bbl cripaBuTech, Mbl BCe BEpUM B Bac.

— Hy-Hy, — XMBIKalo 51, 1 MOIO T'OJIOBY O3apsieT OflHa KoBapHas uzes. — [locinymmaii, a MOXHO
OpraHu30BaTh BCTpeuy, CKaXxeM, Ha TpY vaca JHs, a Makcy cka3atb, 4to oHa B 1Ba? Hy u korga oH
NPUAET, Thl CKakKeEIllb, YTO 51 OMA3JbIBAIO U UTO HAJI0 KJATh.

Tamapa MOJTUUT, a MOTOM HEYBEPEHHO OTBEYAET:

— DTO KaK-TO HE OYEHb BBIIVISAIUT, Thl HE HAXOIUIIb?

— 3Haelllb, YTO Ha CaMOM JieJie BBIIAIUT He 04eHb? TBOM UIpbl 32 MOEH CIIMHOM U TO, YTO ThI
pacckaszaia Makcy uel HOBOW KHUTH, — IPUIIOMHUHAIO e f1.

1 3Ha10, 4TO Ha camoM Jiesie Toma Beer/ia IeMCTBYeT B MOMX MHTEPECaX, HO HE MOTY YIepKaThCsl
OT 3TOY IIUJIbKH.

— [Tocnymiail, MeHs MOCTaBUIIM B 9TU YCJIOBUS. .. — TaMapa HaUMHAET ONPaBAbIBATHCSA, HO 5 €€
nepeduBalo.

— Hy, tak u 51 Tebe craBmo ycinosue! 51 onosznaio Ha yac B OOOM ciryvae.

Tamapa B3bIXaeT U COIIAIIAETCA.

OHa BbIChUIAET NPUIJIALLIEHUE Ha BCTPEUy Ha NMOYTY MHE U Makcy U B rpage «Bpemsi» s BUKY
14:00. YnpIOKa pacrion3aercsi o MOeMy JIUILY.

C Heii ke 5 3ax0Ky B opuc u3aresbcTBa poBHO B 14:46 — BOT Takas s ceproOosbHas 1a, He
CMOIJIa BBITEPIIETh U NIOeXaJla Ha 15 MUHYT paHblLe.

Sl KuBalo AEBYIIKaM C pecelIlH U MPOXOXY K JudTtam. Bee BeTpeun Beerga mpoxoasaT Ha Cefib-
MOM 3Taxe, MOJHOCTBIO COCTOSILIIEM U3 MEPErOBOPHBIX KOMHAT. JINT TpeHpKaeT, coodlas o npu-
OBITUY HA HYXXHBIIA 3TaX. [IBepr OTKPHIBAIOTCS, U 1 3aMUPAI0 Ha MecTe, yBUJIEB Mepes co0oii Makca.
OH B MATHIX KMHCaxX U B (pyTOOJIKE C MUHbOHAMH, KOTOpbIE COBEPILEHHO HE COOTBETCTBYIOT €r0
MIOYTH 3BEpMHOMY OcKaiy. [ 1aza Makca ucrenesnsioT MeHsl Ha MecTe, U OH sIIOBUTO U3pEKaeT:

— SIBunacek Hama npuHueccka! KoHeuHo, Beb TOJIBKO y HEE OHOM ecThb Jief1a, OCTaIbHBIM-TO
U JIeJIaTh HeYero, KpoMe Kak k1aTh ee LeJTyl0 BEeUHOCTh!

Sl He ycnieBalo HUYEro OTBETUTh Ha 3TY TUPAAY, KaK JBepH JU(Ta HAUMHAIOT 3aKPbIBATHCS, U 5
Aaxe Aymalo, 4To 3TO K JIydliemMy, Ho Makc siBHO Tak He cuuTaeT. OH JIOBUT pyKamMH CTBOPKH JIU(Ta,
Y OHM BHOBb Pa3be3KaloTCs B CTOPOHBI. MyK4rHa OeCliepeMOHHO XBaTaeT MEHsI 3a JIOKOTb U C CUIION

14



. ®pancyaza o'JIuk. «llI€nkoBas TuiMHA»

BhIZIepruBact B XoJul. He 1aB MHe omomMHMTCS, Makc TamuT MeHsI TI0 3Taxy, J1a TaK OBICTPO, UTO
eJie ycIieBalo nepeonupaTh HOraMu.

— Kakas myxa 1e6s ykycmia?! — BO3MYIIEHHO CIpAIIBalo 51, KOT/Ia Mbl 3aBOPAYMBAEM 32 YTOJL.

— la ectb TYT OfjHa! — He I Ha MeHsl, oTBedaeT Makc. — OueHb SrOMCTUYHAS, STOIICHTPUY-
Hasd, CAMOBJIIOOJIEHHA, HAVIad. . .

Makc 3aMoIkaeT mocpen MpeaJiokeHNs, Pe3KO OCTAaHOBHBIIUCH U Pa3BEPHYBIIKCh KO MHE
uioM. §1 o uHepIMuy Jiedy Brepe] W MpeOoIbHO yIapsiioch HocoM B ero riedo. C mmreHuem s
OTCTPAHSIIOCh Y TIOTUPAIO YIIUOJIEHHOE MECTO.

— TosbKO He TOBOPH, YTO ThI OTO3/1aJIa CIIeIIUATBHO, YTOOBI IIO3TUTH MEHSI, — YTPOKAIOIIIE CMOT-
puT Ha MeHs Makc.

S cMoTpIO Ha HETO C BUIOM OCKOPOJIEHHOH B JTyUIIIUX YYBCTBAX OBEUKHU, HO HE YCIIeBa0 HUYETO
OTBETUTh — K HaM 110 KOpUIopy J1eTuT Toma.

— Ilpuser, Jlunsa! [IeBouku c pecemniH cka3aid, YTO Thl IpUIlLIa HakoHel. He xopomo tak
OMa3/bIBaTh, — TOMa IPO3UT MHE MAJTBYUKOM M OTKPHIBAET JBEPh B TIEPETOBOPKY.

BHyTpu s BUKYy HOYTOYK M TpU CTakaHYKMKa Kode Ha HeOOJBIIIOM KPyIJioM crosie. VX moaro-
TOBWJIM JIS KaXJIOTO U3 HAaC, HO, pasymeeTcs, Kode B cTakaHaxX HeT, Makc yxe Bcé Buimut. OH MoTJa
caguTcs K HOyTOyKy, Mbl ¢ Tomol pa3zmemaemcst pssaoM. OHa cpasy Oeper pa3roBop B CBOM PYKH,
Y CITyCTS TTApy MUHYT MBI YKe 0OCYkK/IaeM CPOKH, TOHOPAPHI, BBITYCK KHUTH U IPYTHE BaXKHBIC JIJISI
M3JaTeNIbCTBA M aBTOPOB BOIPOCHL. MaKc HUKaK He TIOKa3bIBaeT CBOIO 37I0CTh 3a MOE OMO3JaHue, U 5
paccnadnsiocs. MHe nake X04eTcsl IOXUXUKATh, XOTS s IOHMMAI0, 9TO MOSI BBIXOJIKA — OYeHb JISTCKas.

Bimke K KoHITy BCcTpeun Y Makca 3BOHUT Telie(DOH, U OH, U3BHHUBIIIHCH, BRIXOJUT U3 TIEPEro-
BOpKH. { ycrmeBaio yciblmarh TOJBKO «[la, COMHIe», U 3TO HEMHOTO BBIOMBaeT MeHs U3 Kojien. He
TO, 4TOOBI MaKc MHE KaKk-TO OCOOSHHO CHJILHO HPaBWJICS, U HE TO, YTOOBI 51 XOTeJIa ceiuac 3aBOIUTh
OTHOITIEHUS, HO. .. DTO IMPOCTO HEOKUAAHHO — y3HATH, UYTO Y HETO KTO-TO €CTh, BOT U BCE.

S oTKMIBIBAIO BOJIOCHI HA3a] U, TIOJIL3YSACh OTCYTCTBHEM Makca, y3Hawo y Tombl nH(popMarmo
0 ero mepexojie B Haille u3aaTeabcTBO. OKa3biBaeTcs, BCE ObLIO TakK, KaK OH M PacCcKas3bIBaJl, U 3TO
MeHSI YCTIOKauBaeT.

Moii — Teniepsb yxe o(pUIMATIBHO — COABTOP BO3BPAIACTCS B TIEPETOBOPKY C XMYPBIM BbIpakKe-
HueMm Jmia. Mui ¢ Tomoit, ipepBaB pa3roBop, KOCUMCS Ha Hero, 1 Makc TyT ke cooOIaer:

— 4 nomxen untu. M3-3a Koe-4bero OMmo3AaHus. .. — OH CMOTPUT Ha MEHS, HO He MPOIoJIKaeT
npeyioxkeHre. — Mbl Bellb BCE oOcyaumm?

Bomnpoc agpecoBan Tome, 1 0Ha KMBaeT.

— Torna Bcero nooporo, — Makc nogxBarsiBaeT HOyTOYK U TOBOpavYnBaeTcst Ko MHe. — Ha cBsa3u.

OH yxoouT, He JOKIABIIUCH MOETO OTBETa, U s CMYIIIEHHO MomkuMaio Tyosl. Haneoch, s He
CHJIBHO TIOfIBEJIa €r0 CBOMM OIo3/IaHreM. Bripodem, 51 Besib €ro mpeaynpeskaana, 9YTo OH eIé B3BOeT
OT HaIllero COTpyIHNYEeCTBa?

15



. ®pancyaza o'JIuk. «llI€nkoBas TuiMHA»

I'naBa 4

Ha oGpatHoM myTH I0MO¥ MeHsI CHJIbHEE OXBAThIBAET YyBCTBO HEJIOBKOCTH Tepes Makcom.
Wnu s10 gaxe yyBcTBO BUHBI? He Mory mOHATH TOYHO, HO MHE MPOCTO XOYETCs YOSAUThCs, UTO Yy
HEro HeT MpoOJieM 13-3a MEHs.

S KpyXy 0 ropofy Ha MallIMHE, pa3IyMbIBasi O CBOUX YyBCTBaX, KOrna Moy Tejie(pOH HaUMHAET
3BOHUTh. Ha 3kpaHe — Homep Makca, KOTOpBIi 51 O-IpeXHEMY 3a0bIBAI0 100ABUTh B KOHTAKTHI. S1
OTBevalo 0e3 MpoMeIeH!s], IepeKJIIoYast TeJepOH Ha TPOMKYIO CBSI3b.

— Amno?

— Oro, orBetmna, — yausisgerca Makc. — [lyman, onars caenaems BUi, 4T0 TesnedoH aoMa
3a0bL1a.

— TbI TakoOM 3JI0MAMATHBIN, — I Ka4alo TOJIOBOM.

Ha 3agHem ¢oHe s ciplily NpUriylu€HHbIe pa3sroBOPbl U CTYK CTOJIOBBIX ITpUOOpoB. Bunumo,
Makc B kade.

— A craHemsb TyT JpyruM, — BOPYWIMBO OTBEYAET OH, M MHE JIAXKE KaXKETCS, YTO OH UMEET BBULLY
HE TOJIbKO MEHS.

— ThI B mopsiake? — CMyILIEHHO CIPAIIMBAIO 51 ¥ OBICTPO J00aBisi0. — M3BuHM, YTO onozaana.
Hapneroch, 4T0 HE CUJIBHO MCTIOPTUJIA TBOM IJIaHBI.

— CWIBbHO, — JIETKO OTBEYAET OH, 3aCTaBJIsAsl MEHS MTOYYBCTBOBATh YIPbI3EHHS COBECTH. — ThI
13-32 9TUX JYLIEBHBIX MyYEHHM YK€ TPU Kpyra 10 ropofy HaBepHyJa?

—Yt0? C 4ero Tol B3sJ1? — 1 Kpy4y r'OJIOBOM, BRICMATpUBasi €ro (pUrypy Ha TpoTyapax WIN €ro
MAIllMHY Ha JOPOTre, HO HUTZIE HE 3aMeYalo.

— Tol TpH paza npoexana pagoM co Iltunem, g TyT Ha BepaH/ie Kak pa3 CUXKY, — XMbIKaeT Makc,
Y MHE HE OCTa€TCcsl HUYEro JPYyroro, Kak coBparh.

— Jla s mpocTo MO Jes1am e3xKy.

— Ara-ara, — cKenTU4ecKu ropoput Makc u podasiser. — [Ipuesxkail cioga, Thl I0TKHA MHE
YKHH 32 COPBAHHBIE I1JIAHBI.

4l Komrych Ha 9achl ¥ BHIKY, 4TO yxke nsaTb. Hsaus Oyger ¢ Tumypom emé nBa 4aca, Tak 4TO
s BHosiHe Mory 3aexath B IlItuie. Mosker, gaxe oOcyaquM ¢ Makcom CIoKeT M HallMCaHHBIE TJIaBbl
KHUTY. TOYHEE MIMEHHO U3-3a 3TOrO HaM U CTOUT BCTPETUTHCA.

— JlagHO, — OTBEYAIO 1 ¥ OTKJII0YAIOCh.

Ha Onukaiiiem nepekpecTke s pa3BOpavyrBai0 MallIMHY U BCKOPE 3aHUMAI0 MECTO Ha MTapKOBKe
y kace. Mope 311ech cOBCEM PsIOM, CIIBILIIHO HIYM BOJIH, M BO3/1yX OCOOEHHO COJIEHBIA. [0 MeHs
JoJIeTaeT TEIIBIA BETep U MPOHMUKAET MOJ CBOOOAHYIO TYHHUKY, OXJak1as Koxy. Kpome TyHuku Ha
MHE IIOPTHI ¥ K€JIbl, TaK YTO 5 COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOMHO WY C NMApPKOBKM MPSAMO IO Ia30HY K BEPaH/e
Kade, rae 3a OJHUM M3 CTOJIMKOB BMKY Makca. OH CHOUT, pa3BaJMBIIKMCh Ha CTYJIE, U MOTATUBAET
MOXHUTO U3 CTaKaHa, UTHOpUPYs TpyOouky. Ilepes HUM pacKpbIT HOYTOYK, KOTOPbIN OH 3aXJIONbIBAET
IIPA MOEM TOSIBJICHUH.

— JlonuceiBay, — yXMBUIAIOCH 5, B3MaXHYB PyKOM B CTOPOHY HOYyTa, HO Makc KayaeT roloBou.

— Tekcr Bce paBHO HE UIET.

— Ilo moen KHure? — yTOUHsIO 51, yCa)KMBasCh HAIIPOTUB MYKUMHBI.

— JTa KHWra yXe Halla, — HannomuHaeT Makc. — Ho Her, g1 ceityac nbItazcs nucarb gpyryo. 5
YaCTEeHBKO padoTalo MapauieIbHO HaJl HECKOJIbKUMH TPOEKTaMH.

— Pacckaserb 0 KHUre? — s BOIPOCUTENBHO B3/IEPriBai0 OPOBb M C MTHTEPECOM Iy €ro OTBET.

Makc OTBOIUT B3IVISI/L M HEYBEPEHHO COOOIIAET:

— Jla moka HUYero KOHKPETHOIO He NMpuayMall. Tak, OTAEIbHbIE CLIEHBI. . .

I Becesro cMeloch M HaIOMUHAIO EMY €TI0 CJIOBA:

— [NomHUTCS, KOE-KTO rOTOB OBbUT OE3BO3ME3/THO BBIIIOKUTH MHE JECSATh CIOXKETOB!
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— Tak 10 croXkeT, a TO ClIeHbI, — TOJIMUTHBAaeT MHe Makc 1, BUIUMO, palyeTcs, 4To s He HacTa-
MBAIO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT K HaM MOAXOAUT OOUIIMAHT, W 51 3aKa3bIBal0 OE3aJIKOrOJIbHBIA MOXUTO. Makc
HACMEIIIMBO XMBIKAET U MbET CBOM, CY/A IO 3araxy, BIOJIHE aJIKOTOJIbHBIN KOKTEWJIb.

— Tl He 3a pynem? — UHTEpPECYIOCH 1.

— Moii pysb y mens 3a6panu. Jla-na, mo TBoe BUHE, — 100aBiisieT Makc, U s CTBIJIMBO TIPSIy
JIMIIO B JIAJIOHSIX.

— 41 oTBe3y TeOs TOMOIA, — KIIATBEHHO OOEIalo 1.

— Jlyudriie cocTaBb MHE KOMITAaHHIO, — OH KMBaeT Ha CBOM CTaKaH, W S 3a[yMUMBO UeIlly TUIeYO.

B 3T0T MOMEHT 51 HaKOHeI[ TIOHMMalo, YT0 Makc cierka mbsiH. Ero aBukeHus1 pe3de, 4eM B
HAIIIY TPOIIUTbIE BCTPEUH, a SMOLIMYU Ha Jivile Oonee sipkue. [71a3a Gnectat B30ygopaxeHHO, 1 IoJIoC
3ByUHT Ipyoee.

— Cornarnaiicsi, — yroBapriBaeT OH, MOIIABIIMCH KO MHe. — CrlopuMm, Thl IaBHO He pacciaadsi-
Jlach Kak ciemyer?

— He 0, 4T00BI 3TO OBIIO MHE HEOOXOIUMO, — 3aMeyalo s, 1 Makc OTCyTCTBHE OTKa3a BOCIIPHU-
HUMAaeT Kak COIJiacue.

OH B3MaxoM pyKH MOI3bIBAET O(PUIIMAHTA U MEHSIET MO 3aKa3 Ha €ro aJKOTOJbHYI0 BEPCHIO,
N00aBJIsAsI K HEMY 3aKyCKY «(bUII-9H/I-UUTIC». 51 HEIOBOJIBHO IIOKAIO0 SI3BIKOM B OTBET Ha €ro CBOEBO-
Jme, HO He criopio. HecMoTpsi Ha ero HaurpaHHyIo BeCENOCTh 51 BUKY Ha JJHE €ro IJ1a3 CKPBITYI0 00u1y
i Jaxe 606, OH HaIMMBAETCS U3-3a Yer0-TO WM U3-32 KOTO-TO, U 51 OUY€Hb HaJIeI0Ch, YTO ITO HUKAK
HE CBSI3aHO C MOMM OIIO3/IaHHEM, HO YTO-TO TOJCKa3bIBaeT MHE, YTO HAJEICh 51 3psi. MHe Xodercs
BBISICHUTD TO HABEPHsIKA, U 5 KJIay CBOIO JIaJJOHb MTOBEPX €ro ¥ TOBOPIO, IS MIPSIMO eMy B IJ1a3a:

— Tl MOXeIIb paccka3aTb MHE.

4l 3Ha10, YTO OH MOHMMAET, O YeEM MMEHHO 51 TOBOPIO, HO MHE U B TOJIOBY HE MOIJIM MPUITH
ero OTBETHbIE CJIOBA.

— Pacckazatp TeOe BcE, a 3aTeM MPOYUTAThH CBOIO UCTOPHIO B TBOEM HOBOM pOMaHe? — OH HeHa-
TypaJIbHO CMEETCA U Ipoaoikaer. — He nepxu meHs 3a gypaka, Jlns.

— Ja ¢ yero ThI 3TO B351J1? — BO3MYIIAIOCH 51, OTAEPruBasi pyKy. — Sl HUKOra He MUIITY O Mog00-
HOM!

MHe cTaHOBHTCS y’KaCHO OOMIHO, UTO OH JIyMaeT 000 MHE B TAKOM KJTI0Ue, UTO BCst MOsI 3a00Ta
BBITJISIAT JIMIITb TIOTTBITKON Pa3KUThCS CIOKeTaMU. S OPBIBUCTO BCKAKUBAIO M XOUY YHTH.

— 3ps 1 BoOOIIIE. .. — GOpMOUY 5 pacCTpoeHo cede Mo HOC.

¢ sxanero, 9To COryachaach Ha ero MpeaioKeHue, JKaJelo, 9To yke MOANMcaa JoroBop O CoaB-
TOPCTBE, kaJielo, 4To Makc BooOIIe TIOsSBUJICS B MOel KU3HU. §1 nenalo Tpu pe3KuX Iara B CTOpOHY
MAIIIMHBI ¥ YYBCTBYIO, KaK KpEerKHe MYKCKHE PYKH TepeXBaTHIBAIOT MEHS TMOMEPEK Tesa U MPHIKU-
MAIOT K TBEPHOH rpyau. S oiikaio OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, U, BMECTE C JKeJIAHUEM TIOMIMHUTHCS TpyoOoi
cujie, BO MHE HapacTaeT jKeJlaHue Kak ClieyeT Bpe3aTh STOMY MYyKUMHE, KOTOPbIN Tak JIETKO pa3dpa-
ChIBaeTCs Cepbe3HbIMU OOBUHEHUSIMU. Ho 51 He ycreBao HUKaK OTpearupoBaTh.

Makc 3apbIBaeTcsi HOCOM B MOM BOJIOCHI M IIIEMTYET HA YXO:

— OcraHbcs1, — U 1 BCe elIé rotoBa ero nociaTh, Korjaa cibliny HeoxuaanHoe. — [loxanyiicra.

S1 3amMuparo Ha CEKYH/Iy B €rO TeCHBIX OOBATHSIX. UyBCTBYIO CTYK €ro cepiia, OUIyIIam Terio
ero TeJia, CJIBIILY ero Jpixanue. MHe HpaBUTCS ObITh OKPYKEHHOW UM, Kak Oy/ITO OH MOXET 3alllUTUTh
MeHsI OT Bcero Mupa. Ho s1 3Hato, 4To ceiyac 3aluinarh JA0JKHA ero si, IOTOMY 4TO €ro 00k OTHaeTCs
9XOM B €ro IocjieiHeM cjioBe. B ero mpocn0e 51 y1aBiImMBaio Takoe OTYasiHKUe, YTO HEe MOTY OpPOCUTh
€ro 371eCh.

Sl BBIOMpAIOCh U3 KOJBIIA €r0 PYK U CTPOTO CMOTPIO B €ro IJiasa.

— Tonbko 6e3 3TUX TBOMX OOBUHEHUH, JTaqHO? VIHaue 51 He cAepKyCh U BPeKy Tede.

Makc ycMmexaeTcsl B OTBET, OUEBHU/IHO He 3Hasl, UYTO s U BIPSIMb MOTY Bpe3aTh OT aymu. OH
KHMBAeT U OTITPABJISETCS PaCIIAYMBATELCS C 3aKa30M. Sl MHYCh B CTOPOHE, KOTJIa OH BHOBb MOSIBJISICTCS
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psiioM, OGepeT MeHs 3a PyKy U TSHET Ha IUIshK. B Ipyroil pyke oH Hec€r OyThUIKY BHHA, BUIMMO
TOJIBKO YTO KYIUICHHYIO.

Sl crackuBalo OJHOU PYKOW Ke€/bl, U Mbl JOJITO MIEM IO MECKY B MOIYaHUU. MHe HpaBUTCS
MOJTYaTh BMecTe ¢ HUM. THIIMHA OOBeOUHSIET HAC, KaK HUUYTO JApyroe. XOTs s AOTaJbIBaloCh, YTO
MBICJIEHHO Makc rie-T1o oueHs aajieko. Ho st Bce paBHO JepiKy ero 3a pyKy — He B pOMaHTHUECKOM
JKecTe, a B 3HaK MOJJIEPKKU. B 3HaK TOro, 4To 51 psAAOM U 5 moMory. Sl U cama He IOHMMAIO, ToYeMy
MMEHHO MHE BBINQJIaeT Takas pojib, BeIb Mbl COBCEM He 3HakoMbl. Ho s 3Haiw, uTto cmory. U 4to
OoJIBIIIE 3TO CHENIaTh HEKOMY.

Makc npuBOAUT MEHS K MyCTBIHHOM YacTH TUISIKA, YCHITAHHOM OrPOMHBIMU BaJlyHAMU, Y MBI
3a0upaemMcs Ha OIMH U3 HUX, TOPSUYMIA OT COJTHIIA U Oenéchlii oT comu. Mbl cagumcst 60K 0 OOK U
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi CMOTPUM Ha OMPIO30BbIe BOJIHBI, MEPHO HaKaThIBaOIKe Ha Oeper. Berep Tperuiet
MOWM BOJIOCHI, U 5 3aTSITMBAIO UX B HEAKKYPATHBIH ITyYOK PE3MHKOM, UTO BCETrAa OONTAETCs Ha 3aMsICThE.

Makc OTIMBaeT BHHO U MPOTSTrUBaeT OyThUIKY MHe. § Oepy ee, HO He Mblo, TIOTOMY YTO He
yBEpeHa, UTO HAITMBAThCS BABOEM — XOpolas ues. S CMOTpIo Ha STUKETKY U BHKY HE3HAKOMOE MHE
Ha3BaHue. Pa3zgymbiBast 0 TOM, MpoOOBaTh AJIKOrOJIb WM HET, s MPOITYyCKal0 MOMEHT, Koraa Makc
MOBOPAYMBAETCS KO MHE. §l MOAHMMAIO Ha HErO CBOW I71a3a, U Mbl CUAMM TakK, BCE €IlE MOJ4a, pa3-
[JIsIIBIBAaeM JIPYT Jpyra. § 3amedalo MOPIIMHKM MEXAy ero OpoBsMU M Ha JIOy, 3aMeyalo TeMHBbIE
PECHHMIIBI, KOPOTKYIO IIETUHY U — C YIMBJICHUEM — Tapy CEIbIX BOJIOCKOB OKOJIO yieil. Makc BCKU-
OBIBAaET PYKY M OOJBIIMM MAJIBIIEM MTPOBOAUT IO MOEH IIIeKe, OT Yero s OIIyTUMO B3[IparvBaio, He
OXU/Iast TAKOM JIaCKM. §l mogaioch uyTh Ha3aj, OCTaBJIsisl €ro pyKy BUCETh B BO3ayxe, 1 Makc ¢ ropb-
KO yCMEIIKOW POHSIET pyKy Ha KameHb. OH BHOBb [IOBOPAUMBAETCSI K MOPIO U TUXO TOBOPUT:

— ThI cOBCEM He ITOXOKa Ha HEE.

Sl He oTBeyvalo, TOps KeJaHMEM 33/1aTh BOIPOC U OOSICh TIPU ITOM CIIYTHYTh €0 OTKPOBEH-
HOCTb. ] CXMMaIo rOpIIBbIIIKO OyTHUIKM KpeIye 1 MOIHUMAI0 K CBOEMY PTY, pelliast Bce-TaKu HEMHOTO
nonpodoBaTh. Ha si3bIke pa3nuBaeTcsi TEPIKUN BUHOTPAIHBIA BKYC, cierka ooxuras. 1 rioraio ero
C Y/IOBOJIbCTBHMEM U TIPUKPHIBAIO TJ1a3a.

— MBI BCTpeTHIMCh YeThIpe Tofla Ha3a]] B U3JaTeIbCTBe, — MPoJoiikaeT HakoHerr Makc. — Ona
OblJTa aBTOPOM JIETCKMX KHMXKEK, a 51 KaK pa3 HavyaJl MUcaTh CBOW BTOPOM poMaH. Maiisi mokazanach
MHe BOJIIIeOHOH (peeit — Takast Bcsl TOHEHbKast, XpynKasi, rpauuosHast. Kpacusasi 1o 601, Mbl o4eHb
OBICTPO CONMM3IIKCH, Maiisi ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM IPUHUMAJIA MOM yXaKMBAHUSI U JIETKO OT3bIBAJIACH HA. . .
Ha MeHs1. MBI cTanu )kuTh BMecTe. Maiist MedTasia micath pOMaHbl, HO He MOTJIa MPUAyMaTh CTOSIIUI
CIO’KeT, — Makc 3aMOJIKaeT ¥ OTOMpaeT y MeHsl OyTBUIKY.

OH J1enaeT HeCKOJIBKO OOJTBIIMX TJIOTKOB, a MOCTIe XJIONAET 10 KapMaHaM UKUHC B TTOMCKE Yero-
TO, HO HE HAXOJWT, YEPThIXaeTCs U JeJIaeT e napy roTKOB BUHA.

— 1 6L TOTIIONIEH BIOXHOBEHUEM, CUMTaT Mafiio cBoei My30i. §1 mucas MHOTO U peIKo Tiepe-
YUTHIBAI HATIMCAHHOE, 3HAsI, YTO PENAKTOPHI MOIMPABAT Bce ommOKu. S padortan cpady Haj Tpems
pOMaHaMH ¥ TIOTOMY JIEJIO TIPOJBUTAJIOCh HEe Tak ObICTpO. B 310 Bpems Maiist panocTHO cooOmma,
YTO HamMcasia KHUTY. S ObLT TONBbKO paj 3a He€. OHa He MpocuIia TIOMOYb WIIM TIOJICKa3aTh 4TO-TO,
uHave 51 Obl KOHEYHO TOHSUT cpa3y... — MaKkc BHOBb NPWJIOKUICA K OyThUIKe. — S mpounTast 3ToT
pOMaH 1o3:ke, Korja oH yxe Obl1 n3aaH. Okazanock, yto Maiis B3sijia 32 OCHOBY Cy/1b0y MOHX POIH-
teneir. He cripocuB MeHs1, He u3MeHuB UMEH. [la OHaA Jake MOJIOBUHY COOBITUH TepeBpaa, oTOMY
YTO He 3Haj1a TOYHO! — MaKc rHeBHO yapsieT JIaJOHbIO 10 KaMHIO M 3710 CMOTPUT Ha MPOTUIBIBAIOIIUI
MuMoO Katep. — OHa... oHa yMoJsila MeHs1 ipocTuth ee. ['oBopuia, uTo He Oyaer OoJblle IeaaTh
nioto6Hoe. Kitsiiack, 4To XoTena cipocuTh pa3peiieHus y MeHsl, HO 51 ObUT 3aHAT, — MaKc MoKMMaeT
rieyamu. — Bpana, HaBepHoe, Kak Bcerja. $1 ymén ¢ rojoBoii B paboTy. 3aKOHYMIT BTOPOW pOMaH, U
B3sUICSI BIUTOTHYIO 32 TpeTuid. TyT, KOHEYHO, MOI KOCSIK, sI HE XOTeJl OTBJIEKAThCsl Ha BHIUUTKY U BCIO
3Ty U3JaTesbeKylo epyHay. Hy, u B pesynbrare, Korna KHATY OTAQIU B TI€YaTh, 51 BAPYT YBHUIEH, YTO
HEKOTOpBIE IVIaBbl CHJTBHO M3MEHWJIHCh. $1 mosnie3 Kk ceOe Ha HOYyTOYK, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTH, UTO ST IOMHIO
CBOIO MICTOPHMIO BEPHO, HO U TaM s HAIIET TU CTpaHHble n3MeHeHus. CHavasa s MaxHyJ pyKou U
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3a0bLJ1. A CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO MECSILIEB, TIPOBEPSIsi COBCEM JIpyroe, s OOHAPYKUJI, UTO Te (pailyibl MeHsI-
JIMCh C aKKayHTa Maiin. {1 Beab He 3aKpbLT IJ1s1 HE€ OCTYI K CBOMM KHUTaM, MHE M B TOJIOBY He
MOTIJIO TIPUIATH, YTO OHA MOXET TaK MOCTYMUTb. Mbl CHOBa CHJIBHO mopyrayiuck. OHa roBopuiia, 4to
XOTeJa TOMOYb, CAENATh KaK JIyyIle. . .

Makc Hagonaro 3aMoJKaeT, MPUIOKUBIIMCH K OyThUIKe. S CHKY He IIeOXHYBIIUCH, TepeOs
PYKOH IIHYPKH CBOMX Kejl, ¥ He IOHMUMasl, OTKyJa Ha cBeTe OepyTcsl TaKue MOJIbIe JIOAH, Kak Maris.
41 yxe 3a04HO ee HEeHaBUKY, TIOTOMY UYTO TO, YTO OHa crenana ¢ Makcom, — MOKHO Ha3BaTh HA/IPY-
raTeIbCTBOM HaJl nucaresieM. M Haj IMYHOCTBIO, €CIM TOBOPUTH O KHHTE IPO ero poautesnei. 5 xouy
y3HaTh KHVDKHBIN TICEBAOHMM Maiin, 4ToObl HUKOT/IA CTyYaitHO He KYIUTh ee KHUTY, HO Makc mpo-
JOJIKaeT.

— T'ox cnycts, koraa s 3akaHUYMBAJI CBOM YETBEPTHIA pOMaH, B OOIIECTBE HA4asIach IIyMUXa
10 TOBOY OTHOTO mucatens u3 17 Beka, KakeTcsl, KOTOPbIi MPUCBOUI ce0e pabdoThl CBOEH JKEHBI.
deMUHUCTKY 3apajiv TOJIOBBI U BRICTYIIANIM Be3jie, e Mor. MoskeT Tol moMHuIb? U BOT B 3TO
camoe BpeMsl U3Jarelib COOOIIMI MHE, YTO He OyJeT ImyOJIMKOBaTh MOW HOBBIM pOMaH, TIOTOMY YTO
CBOUM BTOpOU poMaH s Oyaro Obl yKpas y Maitu. Oka3aiock, 4To OHa 3a MOEH CIMHOW TMpHIIlIa K
M3/ATEeNI0 ¥ HA)KAJIOBAJIACh HA MOM TBOPUECKHIA KPU3HC U AECTIOTUYHYIO HATYpY, — Makc KpUBO ycMe-
Xaercsi, BcromuHasi. — Miznatens noBepui eil. MHe OH CKazall, YTo eMy He Hy)KHa MOJoOHas ITyMHXa
Y U3BECTHOCTh TAKOTO POJa, M YTO OH pa3phIBaeT HAIlle COTPYAHUYECTBO. Maiis... Maiist cooOnmia
MHE, YTO OHa HUYETO TAKOroO He MeJia BBUJLY, UTO €€ HEMPaBUJIbHO MOHSIIM U BCe B TakoM ayxe. JIry-
HbsI — €€ BTOpOE UM, TeNephb-TO 5 3HaI0, — Makc CHOBa MbET U JOOMBAET MEHs MocieiHeld nH(pOp-
Manmeid. — Hy, a B mocieiHee BpeMsi MHe KaKeTcsl, YTO OHA MHE M3MEHSIeT.

— OX, — TOJIBKO ¥ MOTY BBIJOXHYTb £, OIlIapallleHHasi 3TON UCTOPHUEIL.

— Ponurtenm Maiiu KuBYT B HEOONBIIOM TOPOIKE, KWJIOMETpax B CTa OT Hamlero ropoga. f
JOJKeH OBbUT CErOIHSI Che3UTh K HUM C Hel, U Mbl Obl BEpHYJIMCh 00paTHO BeuepoM BMecte. Ho m3-
3a TBOErO OIO3[aHUsI BO3BPAIATHCS MPHIIUIOCH ObI MO3IHO, TaK 4TO Maiisl pemmia moexarb cama u
OCTaTbCsl TaM Ha HOYb. B¢E Obl HMUEro, HO B TOM ropojie XKUBET OIUMH MYXUK, M BOT C HUM. .. C HUM-
TO, 51 [yMalo, oHa 1 OyJeT HOueBaTh CErOIHs.

S cmotpio Ha Makca KpyIJIbIMHU I71a3aMH U He Bepio ero ciioBam. Ho ueMy s BbIHYk/IeHa BEpHTh,
TaK 3TO €ro MOLMSM, KOTOpble HalMcaHbl Ha Juie. bonb, o0uaa, oTyasiHue, HEMOHUMaHKUE, OCYK-
JeHNe, HeTpHsTHE — BCE OHM MPOCTYIIIN pa3oM, Aenas B3y Makca pe3ue, MOPIIMHBI TTyOxe,
ryObI — OoJiee MoKaThIMU.

— Ho nouemy, — g HeyBepeHHO TAHY PyKy K Makcy u kiany ee Ha edo. — [Touemy nocie
BCET0 3TOrO Thl OCTAEIILCS C HEW?

Makc momuut. [To 00peueHHOCTH B €ro I71a3ax s IOHMMAlo, YTO OH JaBHO 3HAeT OTBET, HO eMy
CJIO)KHO O3BYUYHTH €ro Tak ObICTpo. M s yxke oraibiBaioch, YTO OH cefvac MHe CKaxer. YTo emié
OH MOXeT cka3arh? [louemy MyK4YMHa MOXET MPOLIATh U MPOIIATh keHckue rnpoctynku? 1o kakou
MIPUYMHE OH HE Pa3pbIBAET ITY CBsA3b, KOTOPas MPUHECIIA CTOIBKO 00 ? §1 3Hat0, 4TO ceivac yCIblIy,
¥ TIOTOMY He J]al0 eMy 3TO CKa3aTh. Sl He JKeJaio 3TO CIIbIIIaTh, He jKeJIalo 3HaTh Ty ero ciadocTh. 5 He
MOTY JIOITYCTUTh, YTOOBI KOPOTKHE TPHU CJIOBA IMPO3BYYAITH 3[1€Ch M Ceivac Mek 1y Hamu. 5 moHumaro,
YTO OHM YTO-TO MOTYT M3MEHHTh. UTO-TO, Yero eme HeT, HO UTO MeJIbKaeT MHOTAA BO B3rIsAae Makca,
HarpaBJIeHHOM Ha MeHsl. U 1, Kak maHTepa, MpUHUMAI0 MOJTHUEHOCHOE PellleHHe, 3alUIIasi CBOE.

— 3alyp, — CPbIBAETCS C MOETO SI3bIKA, & MOSI JIAIOHb B3JIETAET C €ro IJIeva U 3aKPbIBAET eMy
pOT.

Makc, He Murasi, CMOTPUT Ha MEHSI, U s BHOBb OTBEYAl0 eMy TeM ke. MexXIy HaMu CHOBa Ta
HACHIIIIEHHAs! TUIIIMHA, KOTOpasi HAKpblJla HAC BYepa Ha IIE3JIOHTe TOCTIe TOr0, KaK s OTKPbLIa CIOKET
cBoell KHUTH. Barmsaa Makca Tak MHTEHCHBEH, UTO 51 C TPYAOM YIAEPKHMBAIO CBOW U HE OTBOXKY. OH
MIBITAETCS TTOHATH MTPUIMHY MOETO MOCTyMNKa. [IbiTaeTcst BBISICHUTD, PABUJILHO JIM OH MOHMMaeT. OH
XOYeT MPOYECTh YTO-TO O HAC B MOMX I71a3ax, M 51 HE XOUY 3TO CKpbIBaTh. He x0ouy 3aKkphIBaThCs, HE
XOUy MEHSITh TEMY, HE XOUy pa3psikaTh HalpsDKEHUE, YTO ykKe MOTPECKMBAECT MEKY HAMH.
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S1 He 3HaI0, MOXET BUHOBATO BUHO, WJTU MOpe, W kapa? Vin mpudrHON BCEero crajia OTKPO-
BEeHHOCTb? MakKc OTKpBLT MHE CBOIO JYIITy, ITyCTUJI B CBOIO JIMUHYIO UCTOPUIO KHU3HH, a TeTleph CIKU-
raeT MeHsI CBOMM TEMHBIM B3IJISIOM. Sl BUKY, UTO B €r0 IJia3ax OOPEYeHHOCTh CMEHSIETCSI Ha Pellu-
TEJILHOCTh. $1 YyBCTBYIO, KaK ero ryObl O[] MO JIaJIOHBI0 M3rH0A0TCsl B YXMBUIKE. S 3ameualo, Kak
HAIpSATaloTCsl MBILIIBI HA €r0 pyKe, KOTOPOl OH CMAaxHMBaeT MOIO JIQJ0Hb CO CBOErO JIMLA, a 3aTeM
0OXBaThIBaET MO 3aTBIIOK U PE3KO JiepraeT Ha ceosl.

B ero TeMHBIX 11a3ax 51 BUXKY OTpakeHHe CBOETO JIUIA — YAWBIICHHOTO, HE OXHIABIIETO HUYETO
nogo6Horo ceityac. Moe cepjlle MOMEHTAIBHO YCKOpsieT Oer, a JOpIXaHue cOUBaeTCs, KOrjaa ryosl
Makca oka3zpiBaloTcst Ha Moux. OH 1ieJTyeT ¢ HaropoM, BTOPOM PyKOW HBIPsis TIO TYHUKY Ha TOJyIO
KOXY CIUHBI. Ero sI3bIK C JIETKOCTBIO BPHIBACTCS B MO POT M KPYXKUT TaM, 3HAKOMSICh U 3asIBJISASI O
ceoe.

He cpasy — cHauasia s Taio OT €ro CHJIBI, OT €ro PelIMTeIbHOCTH, OT HAIIero TEPITKOrO0 BUHHOTO
BKyca, OOIIero Ha JABOWX, — HO CIYCTSl HECKOJBKO MIHOBEHUM s TIPOTECTYIOIIE yrupaich Makcy
B Ipyab. 1 IaBmO co BCel CHUIBI, MOKa3blBasi, YTO ITO HE Wrpa, UTO S W MpaBjaa MpoTuB, U Makc
orcrymnaet. OH OTCTpaHsIeTCs], BHOBb 3aryIsIbIBasl MHE B I71a3a, BHOBb UINA TaM TMOJICKA3Ky O IPUYNHE
MOMX JIGUCTBUIA, HO B 3TOT Pa3 51 FOTOBA O3BYUYUTh BCE BCIYX.

— Her. He ceiiuac. He 31ech. He Tak, — s pe3ko 0TOABUraloch 1 HEPBHBIMU JIBUKEHUSIMU HAUU-
HAIO PaCIyCKaTh U 3aTATUBATh 3aHOBO IyYOK Ha rOJIOBe.

1 pazpaxaioch OT TOro, 4TO CBOMMH CJIOBaMH Bblgauia ceOsi ¢ royioBoi. f (pakTniecku ckazaia
«Ja, HO 9yThb TIO3Xe», XOTs JIOTIOJIHEHHE 0cO00i ponu yxe He urpaer. Ho MHe npaBaa He XOTenoch
MPO3BYYaTh TAKOU COTTIACHOM, TIOCIIe BCel 3Toi rcTopuu mpo Maiiin. OcoOeHHO TIOCIie UCTOPUH PO
Maiio. B To ke BpeMsi, s1 He XO0Uy BBICTYIATh, KaK ee TMOJHAsl TIPOTUBOIOIOKHOCTh, HE XOUy ObITh
TOM, YbM OOBATHS CITyXKAT JUIsI 3a0bIThsI. Makc moouT Maiilo — BOT MOYeMy 51 TOBOPIO «HET» W BOT
1ovyeMy MeHst OECHT, UTO MOE «HET» IPO3BYUAIIO KaK «J1a».

3amnyTaBIIUCh B CBOUX MBICIISIX, s1 CO CTOHOM POHSIIO TOJIOBY Ha PyKH. S HE XOUy UCITBITHIBATH
ceiiyac HUKaKUX 9yBCTB, MHE 3TO He HYKHO. Ho SMOIM Tak BOHUTEIBLHBI U TaK IPUTATATETbHBI. S
YYBCTBYIO, KaK Ha CEpJLEe CTAHOBUTCS IOPSYO OT MBICJEN O €ro rjiasax, ero nouesiye, ero JagoHsx.
N s Huyero He MOry ¢ 3TUM MOAENaTh.

— IIpocTH, — XpuUruio TOBOpUT Makc, 1 51 UCTIBITHIBAIO U OOJIerYeHue, U JOCaTy OJIHOBPEMEHHO.

OH BCTa€T Ha HOTH U, OKUJBIBAS B3IJISIAOM ILUISIK, TOBOPHT:

— S mpunecy vero-HuOyap noectb. Y monuth, BUHO 3aKOHYMIIOCh.

$1 BCcKakuBalo Beieq] 3a HUM, TIPUIyMaB CIIACUTEINIbHYIO COJIOMUHKY TSl caMoi ce0sl, 1 OBICTPO
OTBEYaIo:

— He crout, MHe yxe nopa, HsIHSI CKOPO YHJET, a s He JII00JTI0, KOTIa ChIH OCTa€TCs OIMH JI0MA,
OH BCE e eIl MaJl I 3TOTO. ..

[Nocnenaue coBa st TOBOPIO yXke TUIIE U MeJJIeHHee, 3aMmevasi MOJHUMAIOIIECs] BBEpX OpOBH
Makca u ero oKpyIIMBIIHecs OT yIuBJIeHus ria3za. KoneuHo, oH Belp He 3HaeT npo Tuma — jgora-
JBIBAIOCH S ¥ YYBCTBYIO HEJIOBKOCTh Tiepe]l My)KunuHON. HaBepHOe, 0 TakOM HYKHO TMpeaypexIaTh
3apanee. Jlo noremnyes, Aaxe 10 MBIC/IEH O HUX.

Makc JIOBUT MOIO MPaByI0 PyKY M MOJHUMAET BBEPX, BHUMATEILHO Pa3IyIsIbIBasl.

— Y Tebs HET KoJblia, — KOHCTATUPYeT OH. — HeT ake mosocku 0eyioi KoK Ha MeCTe KOJbIIA.

Sl cMyIIEHHO BBIIEPIUBAIO CBOIO JIAJIOHBb U3 €T0 NajiblieB. Pazymeercs, y MeHs HET Jaxke ciesia
ot kosbua! OTKyza e eMy TaM B3SITbCs?

— Konb110 1 1eTH He Bcerga CoCeICTBYIOT, 3HAelIb JIM, — IPyOOBATO OTBEYAIO I, OTBOPAYMBASIC,
YTOOBI TIOMHATH KEJIbI.

S BRIIPSIMUIISIIOCH, ylep:kuBasi 0OyBb B OHOM pPyKe, U BUKY, 9TO MaKC CTOHUT MO-TIPEKHEMY
Ha cBOEéM Mecte. OH OISATh XMYPHUT CBOM JI00, HEMHOTO CEpIUTO pasmisabiBas MeHs. § He xouy
YTO-TO TOBOPUTH ceituac. Ha camom zene s Xody MCUe3HYyTh MPSIMO C TOrO KaMHs, HO 51 HE YMEI0
MPOJIENIBIBATh TAKOW TPIOK. Tak 4TO I, THXOHBKO B3JOXHYB, JIENIAl0 IIar, yToObl 0boitn Makca u
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YWTH, HO OH BTOPOH pa3 3a JieHb He JA€T MHe 3T0 crenarb. OH npuaepKuBaeT MeHs 3a JIOKOTh, U 5
MOIHMMAI0 Ha HETO CBOW pa3ApakeHHO-BOMPOCUTENIHBIN B3IJISL.

— TonbKO KOJBIO WM KOJIBIO M MyX)? — Makc ITypuT I71a3a, IJIs/1s1 HA MEHs CBEpXy BHU3.

MBI CTOMM CITUIIIKOM OJTU3KO, YTOOBI S MOTJIa He CMOTPETh Ha HETO CHU3Y, U 9TO MEHsI OECHT.
MHe KaxeTcsi, YTO OH CIIEIMAIIbHO CTOMUT TaK, YTOOBI BO3BHIIIATHCS HAJ0 MHOW M OyATO OBl Jaxe
nojaBJATh MeHs. [logaBisiTh, 4TOOBI 51 OTBETHIIA MTPABAY — M MEHS BHIBOOUT U3 ce0sl €ro HeoBepue
Y MeJIbKAIOIIasl B €T IJ1a3aX MBICJIb O TOM, UTO 51 MOTY TaK e JIerko, Kak Maiisi, mpeaaBarh OJIM3KOro
YeJIoBeKa.

1 nemnaio TONBKO TO, YTO MOTY B 9TOW CHTYalIMH — BHITPSAMIISIO CIIMHY, B3JEPrHBaI0 MOAOOPOIOK
e BhIIIE, BHITACKMBAIO JIOKOTh U3 €ro 3aXBaTa M Pe3KO OTBEYAI0 BCIO MPABY:

— Hu konblia, HU Myxka, H1 napHs! AcHo?

C 3TuMH crioBamMH 51 HaKOHeIl 00X0Ky Makca M CHpBITMBAIO C TOPSYEero KaMHsI Ha He MeHee
ropstuuii ecok. CTyImHM 0OKUTaeT, HO 51 He XO4uy TepsTh BpeMsl M HaJieBaTh Kebl 31ech. HeT, 51 xouy
CMBIThCSI OTCIOIa, PACTBOPUTHCS HA TOPU3OHTE, YITHU B 3aKaT, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!

— Tr1 06ermana nogBecTy MeHsI 10 J0Ma! — CIIBIIILY 51 CMEIIIOK B CBOIO CIIMHY, ¥ 32 STUMU CJIOBAMHU
YyBCTBYIO palocTb Makca OT MOEro MpebIIyIIero OTBeTa, YyBCTBYIO €ro MPAaKTHUECKH OCS3aeMOoe
o0reryexue.

— Ha Takcu noenemnb, He clIOMaenibesi! — OTBEYAlo s FPOMKO, HEe MOBOPAYMBAsT TOJIOBBI, 1 MHE
BCJIE/l HECETCS HU3KMI cMex Makca.

Ha Moem e He3aBHCHMO OT MEHsI PacILIbIBAeTCs IOBOJIbHASI OTBETHAs YbIOKa. 51 6oproch ¢
HEel, XMypsICh, HO HUYETO He BHIXOAUT. M1y K MaluHe U yJIbI0aioch, KaK IIymnast IKOJIbHUIIA.
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I'naBa 5

4l OpicTpo HaOMpalo TEKCT, LEJTMKOM TOrpykEHHas B (paHTasmiiHbid Mup. ['epou, Oynro peans-
HbIE JIIO/TU, CTOSIT PSIJIOM CO MHOM, 32 MOMMH TUIEYaMH U TIOACKA3bIBAIOT, KaK PAa3BUBAJIMCh COOBITHS
uX ku3HU. VX pacckas He Bcerja COBHAJAET C TEM, YTO 33 yMbIBaJia JIMUHO 51, HO TEM MHTEpECHee.
KpyTble ’Knu3HEHHBIE TOBOPOTHI YAMBJISAIOT MEHS caMy, U s JIMIIb HAJEI0Ch, YTO STOT BCIUIECK BHOX-
HOBEHHUS MTPOJOJIKUTHCS KaK MOXKHO JIOJIbIIIE.

B JIOKOTb pyKHM yTHIKaeTCsl 4TO-TO OYEHb ropsyee, M 5 3aro3Jajo OAEPruBal0 PyKy U THUXO
HIMIUIIO, TTIOBOPAYMBasi rojoBy BieBO. OKOJO PyKM CTOUT Tapeska C JbIMAIIMMUCS MaKapOHaMH,
CBEpXY Ha KOTOPbIX IJIABUTCS ChIP.

— Cnacu6o, Kupa, — 6opmouy £, qaxe He M Ha IEBYILKY.

$1 mpocTo 3Hal0, YTO OHA CTOUT PAAOM M UTO MMEHHO OHa IpuHecia Mol ooen. Mim yxun. Ynu
yro Tam ceityac? He Baxno. Kpome Kupsl cienars 310 B 1060M cityyae HEKOMY.

HagepHsika Most JBOIOpoHas cecTpa, Oyaydur MJajlle MeHsl Ha OfIMHHAIIATh JIET, COBCEM He
TaK MpeJCTaBIsIa Hallly COBMECTHYIO skM3Hb. OHa NOCTYIWIIAa B YHUBEPCUTET U Pellnia MOKUTh CO
MHOH, a He B oOmexutun. Ee pogutenu — Mou Asis U TeTst — Obuti OE3YMHO pajpl, Jymasi, 4To s
Oyay mpucMaTpuBath 3a UX 4agoM. Ho OyqHuM nucatesnist TAKOBBI, UTO MPUCMATPUBATh CKOpee HYKHO
3a HUM. To ecTb 3a MHOM B JaHHOM CJIyyae.

S BHOBB cOCpeIOTauMBaIOCh Ha TEKCTe, He chbliia bopMoTtanus Kupsl. BepoHuka He nporiaer
TAKOTO XaJaTHOro K cebe OTHOIIEHHUS, U s IOHUMAIO, YTO MOoTepsijla HUTh MOBECTBOBaHUsA. B rpyau
3aKMIIAET 3JI0CTh, & IUIEUO TPACETCS B UbEH-TO XBATKE.

— Jluna! Ja ny JIuns xe! — ¢ HeronoBanuem Bo3Myiaercs Kupa, u s HakoHel| MOBOpaunBaio
K HEW TrOJIOBY.

OHa oTmycKaeT Moe IJIe40 U CMOTPUT C OCYKAECHHUEM.

— Mmue kaxercs, y Tumku temneparypa. OH Kakoi-To ropsgumii, — Kupa 3aqyMunBo XMyput
CBOH JIEBUYUI JIOO.

4l BckakmBaio co CTysla M1 MUyCh yepe3 KOpUAOp B KOMHATy chiHa. EMy, OefHsre, CHIbHO He
noBesso ¢ oboumu pogurenssmu. OTelr — MOperuIaBatesib, 3aX0AAIMI B Halll MOPT pa3 B roa. Martb
— TIMcaTeNb, BEYHO BUTAlOIas B oOmakax cBoux (paHtasuid. ¥ TuMypa Oblia xoporasi HSHs ¥ eIé
Kwupa, HO pa3zymeercs 310 Bc€ He TO. Byzib 51 Ha MecTe chiHa — 1aBHO OBl Tof1aza B CyJ] Ha camy cedsl.
Bo3MoOkHO, OH Tak U czenaer, Korja HayduTces nucarb. Yurats TuM yxe ymeer.

B netckoil KOMHaTe TEMHO, U 51 3aMeYal0 KaJlauyuK B SPKOH MUKaMe Ha JAMBaHe.

— Tumor, T Kak? — IIEYy s ¥ MPUKJIAABIBAIO JIJI0Hb K €ro JIOy.

lopstumi.

— I'opno 60muT, ¥ Kak-TO BHYTPH... HE OUY€Hb, — 'PYCTHO OTBEYAET ChIH U CMOTPUT HA MEHS
CBOMMH KapuUMH IJ1a3aMHU.

S1 B3ApIXAI0 U LIENTYI0 €ro B J100.

Kupa npuHocuT rpajsycHuk, u s BuKy 37,5 Ha nucruiee. Moriio ObITh U XyXke.

Iocne TOro Kak ChlH Che1aeT HEMHOIO Y)KMHA U BBIIMBAET JIEKAPCTBEHHBIN CUPOII, 5 JIOKYCh K
HeMy B MocTesib. TuMyp OBICTPO 3achllaeT MOJ CKa3Ky, a f ellE J0JIro CMOTPIO B MOTOJIOK U JIOBJIIO
B3IVISI/IOM OTCBETHI (pap MpOe3KaoIUX MUMO MallHH.

MHe CTBITHO Nepeji CONAIIMM PAAOM PeOEHKOM, UTO 51 HE MOT'Y ObITh BCEM CO3HAaHUEM C HUM.
Hasxe ceiivac, korga oH OoseeT, U s OOHMMAIO ero OTHOM PYKOH, B MBIC/ISIX 51 BHOBb BO3BPAIAIOCh
K Beponuke u ee ucropun. Tam nosiBuiics [xen — raBy ero noBeCTBOBaHUSA MpHcian MHe Makc
napy aHey Haszaj. [locne Harrero Gonee 4eM TeCHOro OOIIEHHsI Ha TUISIKE MbI He BCTpevyaich. Makc
3BOHMJI IIapy pa3, YTOUHsS MOMEHTHI CIOKeTa, a 3aTeM IpUc/al HakoHell riaBy. [To MouM mepkam
3TO ObLJIa JJa’ke He IV1aBa — TaK, HECKOJIbKO a03alleB, HO TaK Mbl M 3ayMasii ¢ HUM. Jlxes packpoercs
4yTh Mo3xe. Makcy [[xen He OUeHs 1o jy1iie, U 51 HECKOJIBKO pa3 0OBsICHSIA €My, YTO TOJIBKO TaKOW
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MapeHb CMOXET OTKpPBITh BepoHuky. Moii coaBTOop yOexan MeHs, YTO ¢ HUM OHA CUacT/iuBa He
Oyrier, a s OTBevasa, YTo el U He CUacThe OT HEero HyXKHO BOBce. Makc IbIXTe B Tele()OHHYI0 TPYOKy
Y HACTavBaJl Ha CBOEM JKeJlaHMH cenath Ixena Oosee co3HATEIbHBIM U MeHee TyCOBOUHbIM. Ho 310
ObLT OBl yoke He Ixen, u Mbl ¢ MakcoM BO3BpAIIaIMCh K HAYAITY CIIopa.

Mb1 06a u3deranu pasroBopa 0 TOM, YTO CIYYMJIOCh Ha OOJIBIIIOM TopsiueM KamHe. DTO ObUIo
3aMpeTHON TeMOM, C KOTOPOU Mbl 00a He 3HAJU, UTO JIeNIaTh.

Ho noka s1 nexy B IeTCKOM KOMHATe ¥ CMOTPIO Ha TEMHBIH MOTOJIOK, 51 CHOBA UYBCTBYIO TOpsi-
4yio J1agoHb Makca Ha cBoel nosicHuiie. YyBCTBYIO, Kak JApPYrodl pyKoil OH OOXBAaTHJI MO 3aThUIOK
Y TIPUTSHYI K ceOe. YyBCTBYIO €ro TyObl Ha CBOMX... sI IPOBOXY MaJIbIIEM TI0 CBOMM T'y0am U TUXO
B3/IbIXAI0, CKYy4Yasi 10 ero Teruly, 10 ero CUJIe, 1Mo ero OIM30CTH. §l MOHMMAI0, YTO STU YyBCTBA BPSA
JIM KyJIa-TO 3aBeyT, Beb OH TaK CUJIbHO JIIOOUT Maiilo, 4TO 51 He CMOT'Y MOIBUHYTb €€ B €r0 Cep/lle.
Ckopee yx s NMOCTpajaln BO BpeMs HAIEro COaBTOPCTBA, a Mocjie BCE MpOHIET camo. {1 eme pa3
I'PYCTHO B3[IbIXAI0 U BBI3bIBAIO B MBICIISIX CIOKET KHUTH, YTOOBI OTBJIEUbCS, KAK BPYT YYBCTBYIO BUO-
patmio TesedoHa B KapMaHe JIoMalltHell Ko Th.

«Crutib ?» — ropAT OyKBBI HA 9KpaHe OT HOMepa, KOTOPBIH 51 Bce ellé He J0O0aBuIa B CIIMCOK
KOHTAKTOB.

«51 BOT He CIUTIO», — TYT K€ JISTUT HOBOE cooOIIeHne. — «Bumumo, cerogHsmHuil koge B
KoeitHe ObUT CIIMIIIKOM OOPSIIIIAM.

«Wnum 910 BCE THI ¥ TBOW B3IJISA/L, KOTOPHIH MpecieayeT MeHsl, CTOUT MHE TPUKPBITH I71a3a Jake
Ha MTHOBEHUE».

Sl naBMIOCh BO3/1yXOM U CKOpee HaOKpalo OTBET, oKa Makc He Harmcas 4ero-Huoyab MoxJielne.

«51 To)ke He CIuTIo».

MoOWIPHUK HaYMHAET BUOPUPOBATH OT BXOJSIIEro 3BOHKA. Sl cMOTpIO Ha crsiero peGEHKa
Y, TUXO BCTaB C KPOBATH, BBIXOKY Ha OAJIKOH, IPUKPHIB 32 COOOM IBEpb. 3/1€Ch TEIJIO, HO MHOTAA
HaJleTaeT MPOXJIJHbI HOUHOW BETEPOK C MOPSI U JIOHOCHUT 3arax BOAOPOCIIEN.

— Amto? — TUXO TOBOPIO sI, MPUCJIOHMBIINCH K CTeHE M s Ha Tumypa CKBO3b CTEKJIO B
OaJKOHHOM JIBEpH.

Makc MOTYHUT, HO $1 CJIBITY 3BYK CUTapETHOM 3aTSKKU M YITUBIISIOCH:

— Tot kypuib?

— 41 Gpocuit, — XpUIUIO OTBEYAET OH, OMTHOBPEMEHHO BBI/IbIXas, U MHE KQXETCSI, UTO s 9yBCTBYIO
3arax CUrapeTHOro Jpima.

— DTO ThI MOJIOJIEL], — PACTEPSIHO OTBEYalo 5. — TBOS CHJIa BOJIM JOCTOIHA TIOXBAJIbI.

Makc ycmexaeTcst M CHOBaA 3arsiruBaercsi. Mbl MOTUMM, M 51 OTBJIEKAIOCh OT Pa3IJIsi/IbIBAHUS
crsaero TuMa u nepeBoKy B3IJISI[ HA CBOE OTPaXkeHHE B CTEKJe. BOJIOCHI Ha rojioBe B3bEPOLICHbBI
Y BBIOWJINCH U3 MPUBBIYHOTO IMyuKa. JlomarHsAs KodTa pacTsHyTa B JIOKTSIX M HCTAUYKaHa YEM-TO
BHU3Y. ] 3ayMUMBO OYE€pUMBAIO NAJIBLIEM CUJTY3T CBOETO OTPaXeHHUs U 3aJaio Borpoc Makcy:

— Kak pa6ora? Yto-uubynp nuimercs?

— He Tak OpIcTpo, Kak XOTeJaoch Obl, — OTBe4YaeT oH. — TBou [[kem v 9Ta TBOsI OOIIast 3arest
HECKOJIbKO BBIOMBAIOT MeHsI U3 Kojien. Kak BooOi1ie Thl 310 nipuaymaa?

S moxuMalo rieyaMu M, yCJIbIIIAB Ha AOPOre 3a JOMOM pPEB MOTOLMKJIA, OIsiibiBaiock. OH
OBICTPO TIPOHOCHUTCSI MUMO, U s YCIIEBaIO MOMMATh I1a3aMH TOJIBKO OTOJIECK XpOMHPOBAHHBIX J€Ta-
nefi. [ToBepHyBIIMCH 0OpaTHO, 51 HAKOHEI OTBEYalo.

— 41, 4ecTHO rOBOps1, HE MOMHIO. DTO OYEHb JIaBHsA 3aayMKa. Eii, HaBepHOe, yke JIeT TSATh,
ecu He 6ombiiie. Ho paHbinie st BCE HUKaK He pelianach 3a He€ B3SIThCS.

— Ilouemy? — cnpammrBaer Makc 1 CHOBa 3aTArMBaeTCs.

S1 pazgyMbIBalo Hajl OTBETOM M Tepsiiochk. CII0KHO CKa3aTh, IOYEMY 3a OJJHY KHUT'Y JIETKO CECTb,
a Jpyras JI0JKHa BBI3PETh B IOJIOBE, IOYEMY €CThb CIOXKETbI, KOTOPBIE MYTaloT AaXKe aBTOpa, oYemMy
HEKOTOpHbIE TePOU HACTOJIBKO CJIOKHBIE, YTO UX HE B3Th HACKOKOM.
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— Iotomy 4ToO... — 5 TIBITAIOCH BCE ke MoAoOpaTh cioBa. — [IoToMy 4TO CIOKHO MHCaTh PO
mMoOOBb, HE TIOHMMAs €€ TOJKOM. TSKeJ0 ONMMCHIBATh HEOOBIYHBIX TepoeB, KOIja caM B JHOISX. ..
TOJIBKO U JIENIACIllb, YTO OIIMOACTIIbCS.

Makc MomuHT, 0OIYMBIBasi MOM CJIOBA, a [0 MOE KOe OeryT MypaIlKy OT €ro JbIXaHus, KOTO-
poe s eJie YJIaBarBalo Yepe3 ANHAMUK TesiepOHa, M OT OOHAKEHHOCTH CBOEH I Mepe]l STUM MYK-
YMHOM. §1 yIuBIAIOCH M HE IOHMMAIO, IOYEMY TaK MCKPEHHE OTBEYalo Ha €ro BOIIPOCHI, [IOYEMY HE
YBUJIMBAIO 1 HE CKPBIBAIO AaXe TOr/a, KOrjia, Kazaiock Obl, cienoBano. K yemy Makcy 3HaTh BC€ 9T0?
3auem s mepeji HUM Tak pacKpbiBaioch? $1 CymOpOXKHO B3/BIXAI0 U MPUCIOHSIOCH JIOOM K MPOXJIaj-
HOMY CTeKJTy OaJIKOHHOW JIBEpH.

— He aymaio, 4to Ha cBeTe ecTh YesoBeK, KOTOPbI, MO3HAB JIIOOOBb U JIOAEH, HE OIHMOETCS
OZIHAK/IBl B KOM-TO U HE PacKpoeT JII0OOBb C HOBOM CTOPOHBI, — TYCKJIO TOBOPUT MakKc, U 51 CIIBIIITY
TOCKY B €TI0 CJIOBaX.

Sl moHMMalo, YTO €ro cjaoBa NEPEKJIMKAIOTCS C €ro AYIIEBHBIM COCTOSIHHEM, U MOTOMY MHE
XOYeTCsl y3HaTh, KaK OOCTOSIT OTHOIIEHHS y Hero ¢ Maiieil, BepHYJIach JIM OHA YK€ U3 TOW TOE3/IKH
1 Kak Makc co BceM cipaBisieTcs, HO 51 He CrpallvBaio. Pa3roBop o Hell UCIIOPTUT Ty HEJIOBKYIO
UCKPEHHOCTb, KOTOpas pacuBeTaeT Mex 1y HaMu. CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO MpaB/ibl HU K Y€MY B 3TOM TeJle-
(pboHHOM pasroBope, U 51 HEJIOBKO NBITAIOCh Pa3psIuTh 3Ty IPYCTh, TAHYILLYIOCS OT €ro TejedoHa K
MOEMY.

— B 3TOM, HaBepHOE, 1 KPOeTCsl MHTepeC KU3HU. BoOmsenibess 1 He 3Haelllb, TO JIM Thl Ipe-
JIallb, TO JIA TeO4.

41 rOBOpIO IIYTJIMBO, HO 3aMOTYaB IOHMMAIO, YTO BBIILIO €€ XykKe, M 3aKYChIBAIO CBOIO TyOy
OT pazzpaxeHusi camoii codor. HyXXHO yXOIUTb OT 3TOW HEMPHUSATHOU TEMBI, U s y’Ke OTKPBIBAIO POT,
YTOOBI CKa3aTh YTO-TO HE3HAYAIlee O MOroje, Kak CIbIITY HU3KHI rornoc Makca.

— MHe nymaertcs, 4To 4esloBEeK BCerJa TOYHO 3HAET, MOKET OH Mpe/iaTh WX HeT.

1 3a0BIBaIO CBOIO PETUIMKY O TIOrofie ¥ BHICKA3hIBAl0 CBOE MHEHHE.

— 41 me cornacHa. Kak 310 MOXHO 3HaTh 3apaHee? B MoMeHTe, Korja BIOOIEH, KakeTcs, 4To
Tak OylIeT BEYHO. DTO MOTOM UTO-TO MEHSIETCSI, M YeIOBEK MOXET CleiaTh Iar mpejaaresnbcTsa. a
YTO TaM, HEKOTOpbIE JAaXe HE OCO3HAIOT, YTO JEJIal0T YTO-TO HE TO.

I'opeub CKBO3UT B MOMX MOC/IEAHUX CJI0OBAX, IOTOMY UYTO OHM OTPaXkaloT MOW OMBIT C AHTOHOM,
1 Makc 310 4yBCTBYET.

— TbI rOBOPHIIIL O YEM-TO, UTO CITYYHIIOCHh C TOOOM? — s CIIBIIITY, KAK OH aKKypaTHO MoAOHpaeT
CJIOBA M KaK OH JIEUCTBUTEJIBHO XOUYET y3HATh ITY UCTOPUIO.

Bo3morkHO, eMy OyzeT jierde oT MOHMMAaHUs1, YTO He OH OJIMH OKa3bIBAICS B OTBPATUTEILHOM
CUTYaINH, ¥ s pelialo pacckazaTb. MeHsi MOsi UCTOpUs yKe He 3aJeBaeT, OHa 0TOoeNa JaBHO. XOTs
sl IO-IIPEKHEMY He NMOHMMAl0 AHTOHA, s CMOIJIA IIPUHATH €r0 TaKUM, KaKOi OH €CTb, U OTITYyCTHTb
TyJa, TJie OH Oy/IeT CUaCT/IMB.

S nopHMMalo m1a3a Ha crsmero TUMypa ¥ THXO HAuMHao:

— OmHUM 0COOEHHO KapKUM JIETOM sI TIO3HAKOMMJIACHh C KJIACCHBIM MapHeM. OH ObLT 04apo-
BaTeJieH, Becesl U 0e33a00TeH. MBI 4acTo BCTpEeUyaiCh U TYJISUIM. AHTOH MOMPOCTY BCKPYKHJ MHE
rOJIOBY, — 51 YCMeXaloch, BCIIOMUHasA. — § Ayliu B HeM He 4asuia. Bepuna emy u posepsiia. bouio
KJIACCHO. .. MecsI1 WK 4yTh OOJIbIIIE CITyCTSI HAILIETO 3HAKOMCTBA 51 y3Hasa, uyto 6epemenHa. [Tpuiia
K HEMY C 3TOM HOBOCTBIO, & OH B 9TO BpeMsl CyMKY JOPOXHYI0 coOrpait. OKa3aaoch, 4TO OH JTOIKEH
ObLT yWTH B TUIaBaHKE Ha CIEAYIOMUI JeHb. AHTOH ObUT MOPSIKOM, OH MHE TOBOPHJI, HO s KaK-TO HE
AyMaJa, 4yTo OH IUIABaJl OJMHHAIIATh MecsleB B roqy. OH MOpeKOMeHJOBaJl MHE CHesIaTh adopT, Aa
nenbru. Ckaza, 9to eMy ObLJIO XOPOIIIO CO MHOM, HO ero cyan0a — Mope.

41 3amorKalo, OIIyTUB KOM B ropie. Sl BCHOMHHA, Kak Moluia TOrga Ha MoOepeskbe U JOJITo
poinana. Kak npuHsna pereHrie octaBuTh pedéHka. Kak moksiiack camoit cebe, 4To HUKOTJa He
rporry AHTOHA. DTO OBUIO TaK JIABHO, HO BOCIOMUHAHUS TOU JIOJITON HOUM ObLITM TAKUMHU KUBBIMH,
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YTO S OUIYILAI0 XOJIOJ BOJIH, HAKATHIBAIOIIMX HA MOM CTYITHH, OIIYIIAI0 POCCHINb MIecKa Moj COOOM,
YyBCTBYIO COJIEHbIE OPBI3I MOPSI Ha IIEKaX U HE MEHEe COJICHBIE CIIE3BI.

51 B3ApIXal0 M 3aKaHYMBAIO:

— 41 ocraBuna peG€HKa, Ternepb y MeHs ectb Tumyp. EMy yxe nsith. AHTOH 3HAaeT O HEM, OH
TOT/Ia BEpHYJICS Yepe3 Tofl, M1 Mbl BCTPETHIIUCH B Mapke — si, ¢ MJIAJICHIIEM B KOJIsICKe, OrneiHast u
ycTasiasi OT OECCOHHBIX HOUEH, U OH, 3arOpPEBIINI, BECENblid, KPACHBBIA. AHTOH B3IJISIHYJ HA ChIHA
MHUMOJIETHO U CKa3aJl, YTO OH MO-TIPEXKHEMY MOPsIK. ... 1 OTIycTr/Ia ero. MHe B TOT MOMEHT IIPOCTO
XOTEJIOCh CHATh U COBEPILEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh BBISICHATh, KTO MPaB B 3TOW UCTOpUU. MBI pa3onumch
B pasHble cTOpoHbl. C TeX MOp MBI HE BUJIENIUCH, HO s 3HAI0, YTO Pa3 B TOJ] €ro Kopalib ImBapTyeTcs
B HAllleM [TOPTY Ha MecsIl.

1 3aMoJIKalo, YyBCTBYSI MOKPYIO XOJIOIHYIO JOPOKKY Ha IIEKE, U C YAUBIEHUEM CTUPAIO CIIE3Y.
41 ayBCTBYI0 OOMIY U TPYCTh M3-3a TEX JABHUX COOBITHH, XOTSI MHE Ka3aloCh, YTO BCE yKe B MPO-
nuioM. Ho okasbiBaercs, 4To Het. S Bce Tak ke He MOHMMAI0, ToYeMy AHTOH MOCTYIWJI TaK CO MHO,
HE TIOHUMAIO, HEeYXKeJH s OblTa HEIOCTATOUHO XOPOIIIa [Isl HEro, Beib MHE Ka3aJloCh, YTO U OH BIIIOO-
JI€H He MeHbIe Moero. Ho y Hero B cepiiie Mope, — HAMOMHHAIO sl ce0e — U 3Ty BeJIMUMHY MHE He
MIOTECHUTb.

Tak e Kak ceituac cepytie Makca Bceliesio 3aHuMaeT Mavisl, U s OlsiTh OeCCUIIbHA TTepej] Uy KUM
COIO30M.

Sl cHOBa B31bIXAI0 U TPUKPHIBAIO TJ1a3a, HE jKeJlast TOHYTh B COOCTBEHHOW I'PYCTH, KOTIA CIIBIITY
OTPBIBUCTHIN Toi0c Makca:

— 41 ceituac k Tebe mpuemy.

Sl ynuBIEHHO pacrnaxuBaio I71a3a W J0raJblBaloCh, YTO MYKYMHA XOYET MEHs IOAJepXKarh,
UCIIBITBIBAsI HEJIOBKOCTD OT TOTO, YTO MPOOYAMII BO MHE HEMPHUATHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHMSI.

— Her, Her, He Hy)XHO, — ObICTPO OTrOBapuBalo ero si. — 5 B nopsinke. K Tomy ke Tum 3a00sen.
MHe HyKHO ObITh PSIZIOM C HUM.

— Yro... — Makc 3anuHaercs, nepej TeM Kak MepBblil pa3 B KU3HU IIPOU3HECTU UMsI MOETO
cbiHa. — Yto ¢ Tumom?

— IIpoctbin. HaBepHOEe MOpoXkeHOe repeest, — OTBEYalo s, ¢ 00Ier4YeHreM nepexosi Ha HeCIO0K-
HYI0 J1s1 ce0si TeMy. — Y Hero HeOoJIbIIast TeMIIEpaTypa, HO 51 BCe PaBHO X0UY ObITh PSJIOM Ha BCSIKHUIA
cllyJan.

— JlagHo, — BeIIBIXaeT Makc, 1 MBI CHOBA MOJTUMM.

Ha stoT pa3 tuimmHa Mesx 1y Hamu HeJIOBKasi, Mbl 00a He 3HaeM, UTO CKa3aTh MOCJIe MOMX OTKPO-
BeHMil. Makc KypHT, a 51 BOXKY MaJIbLIEM IO CTEKJIY ¥ 3aMeyalo, YTO OHO IbUIBHOE.

— Hy, MHe HaBepHOe 1opa, — HEYBEpPEHHO IPOU3HOLIY .

— Ja, na, KOHEYHO, — crioxBaThiBaeTcss Makc, OyaITo yxe u 3a0bUT 000 MHE. — XOPOIIHMX CHOB.

— U tebe, — mienuy s1, OTKpbiBast OaJTKOHHYIO JBEPbh U BO3BPAIIAsICh K CHIHY.
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I'maBa 6

Sl pagocTHO ycakMBaloch 3a CBOM pabOUMii CTOM U CAYBAIO MBUIMHKY ¢ HOYTOyKa. TuMyp npo-
OoJen Tpu IHA, U 51 He paboTtana Bc€ 310 BpeMs. He paboTana 3a HOyTOyKOM — eciv ObITh TOUHEe.
Houslo, korna Tum cnaji, S OTKpeIBajia MPUJIOKEHUE JI aBTOPOB Ha Tesie(pOHE U MHUcaja MpsMO
Tak. BbUIo He ynoOHO, 1 meJarasa s Topas3io MeUIeHHee, YeM OOBIYHO, HO BO BCSIKOM CJTydae 51 XOTh
HEHAZ0JITO MOIJIa OTBJIEYLCA U OTAOXHYTb, IOIPY3UBLINCH B IPUBBIYHBI MUP.

4 Bupena, yro Makc npucial HOBYIO I71aBy npo Jlxena, HO BpEMEHM IPOUYMTaTh Y MEHS HE
Ob10. Tenepb ke s OTKPBIBAIO 3TO MUCBMO U YUTAIO0, KaK TPYCIUBBIA 3ailUOHOK — C ONACKOM Mpo-
JABUTasCh OT ciloBa K cioBy. S 6otock, uto Makc yBén [Jxena He B Ty CTOPOHY, U, IPOYUTAB Mapy
a03zalieB, s IOHMMAIO, YTO TaK OHO U ecTb. [[)ke[] BBIIVIAUT B 9TOM TEKCTe He TaKUM, Kak s ero cede
npencrasisiaa. Ho yem janelie s unraio, TeM MEHbIIE 3TO BOJIHYET MEHs. Sl 3ameualo, 4To CJIoBa,
KOTOpBIE 1oj100pai Makc, 3ByYaT CIUIIKOM JIMYHO, CIMIIKOM. .. JUTsi MeHs. OH Kak OyATo mucai o
TOM, YTO IPOM3OIILIO MEXy HaMH TOT/Ia Ha TopsiyeM KamHe. TouHee Moo Obl IIPOM30MTH, €CITi Obl
s MBICJTAJIA, Kak BepoHuka. Dta cBoOOqHas JeByIlKa 3Haja, 4yTo y [xeqa ectb moapyra, v Ha €ro
BOIIPOC, TIEPEKUBACT JI OHa 00 3TOM, BepoHuKa JIMIIb Mokasa miedamu. «ITO TBOs AEBYILKA, HE
MOsI» — TaK CKa3ajla OHa, U Tak f JOJKHA AymaTb, 110 MHeHMI0o Makca? Mypaiiku OeryTt rno moei
KOJKE, KOT/Ia 5 [IEPEYNTHIBAI0 HAIIMCAHHOE U IOXOKY [0 (ppasbl O TEMJION U INIAAKON Koxe BepoHuku
nop, JtagoHsmu [Ixena. [efictBurensHo i Makc muimer 310 060 MHE, WM 3TO JIMIIb 3ae3KeHHbINA
IITaMIT JIDOOTO JTIOOOBHOTO poMaHa?

S Tepsrock B gorajikax U HEMHOIO HEpBHMYa0. MHe XOuercs 3HaTb HaBEPHSAKA YTO MMEHHO
Makc BKJIaibIBaJI B 9Ty CLIEHY Ha IUIsIKe TSl c€pdepoB, U 51 6e3 MpoMeiieHrs Habupaio ero Homep.
Opnnako B AMHaMUKe TesnedoHa 1 CIIbIILY JOJTHe TYIKU, 1 MHE TPUXOJUTCS pa304apOBaHHO COPOCHTh
BBI30B.

Sl mpITalock MUcaTh, HO Yy MEHS TUIOXO BBIXOAUT, IIOTOMY YTO MBICJIA MEUYTCS MEXIY IPOU30-
IIE/IIMM Ha TUISKEe U eIlé TO cMc-Koil Makca «3To BCE TBOH B3IVISAJL, KOTOPBIM MpeciieyeT MeHs,
CTOHMT MHE TIPUKPBITH I71a3a». ITO-TO YK TOYHO mucan Makc ot ceOs, a He B KauecTBe JIMTepaTypHOH
Tpamuumn. $1 Kycaio ryObl, IOHMMAasi, YTO HPABIIOCh €My, YTO eCJIi Obl He 0OCTOSITENIbCTBA, TO MBI
Moru Obl. .. Ho 51 3ampernato cebe panTasupoBarh Ha 3Ty TeMy. Bee cBou OyiiHble njien 5 mpakTude-
CKM HACWJIBHO HAITPaBJIAI0 HAa poMaH Beponuku u Jlxena, Tam 3TO Hy)KHee. A 3[1€Ch, B MOE! peaJib-
HOCTH, BOOOpakaeMble SMOIIMN MHE He HYKHBI.

4l mpukaspIBato nucaTh cebe XOTh YTO-TO — MO3XKe BCETia MOXKHO U3MEHUTh TEKCT — M B KOHEU-
HOM cueTe MOsI YJIOBKa cpalaThIBaeT, U 51 C TOJIOBOW HBIPSIO B PYKOITHCH, 3a0bIBast 0 ceode.

3BOHOK MOOWJIBHOTO OTBJIEKaeT MeHs. Tam omsATh 3T LUQPBI, KOTOpBIE 5, KaXETCs, ykKe
BBly4WJIa HAU3YCTh, U 51 HE MOT'Y UM COITPOTHUBJIATHCS.

S1 B311pIXal0 M MPUHUMAIO BHI30B.

— Anno?

— IIpuser. Tol 3BoHMIA. THI 4TO-TO XOTENA?

I'onoc Makca 3By4uT IIyX0, M OT HETO BEET BEKOBOM ycTasoCcThl0. Ha MrHoBeHue s npesacras-
JISII0 €r0 aTJAHTOM, KOTOPbI Ha CBOMX PYKax YIEpKMBAET BECh MUP C €ro OECKOHEUHbIMU Mpooie-
MaMH, ¥ MeH#1 OyJOpaXXUT 3Ta KapTUHKA, IOTOMY 4TO Makc Obl, OXkayi, ¥ paBJa MOT 3TO JeJ1aTh.

— Xorena o0cynuTh TBOI IM1aBy Mpo [lxena, — kopoTko otBevaro . — Ho eciu teGe Heyno6Ho,
TO 1aBall MO3XKeE. ITO HE TOPHUT.

Makc TSKeNno B3IbIXaeT U JyMAeT HEKOTOPOE BPEMS.

— CkuHb MHe cBOI1 azipec. S ceituac 3akoH4y Aena v npueny K tede. Eciu Tel He mpoTHB.

Becupernbiii romoc Makca 3actaBiisieT MEHS BOJIHOBAaTbCS O HEM U COBEPILEHHO HE yMaTb O
TOM, YTO JJoMa Oapak.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, NTpHUE3kKal, — BBINAJIMBAI0 CKOPOTOBOPKOM 1.
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— Ok, — O6pocaer Makc 1 OTKJTIOUaeTcsl.

Sl cTpody eMy CBOM a/ipec U BBIXOXKY U3 KaOWHETa, YTOOB OCMOTpeTh (PpoHT padoT. B kBapTHpe
Oaprak, HO He KPUTHUYHBIN. f 3amyckaio poOOT-TbIIECOC, 3aKUIBIBAIO TPSA3HYIO MOCYY B ITOCYIOMO-
eUHYI0 MaIlIMHY W pacKjaapiBaio pazopocannsie Bemy Tuma, Kupsl u cBon o mecram. B 1o Bpems
CbIH BO3BpAILAETCs C MPOTYJIKH C HSHEH, U paJloCTHO K1JaeTcsl MHe Ha 1meto. OH He IPUBbIK BUIETh
MeHsI JHEM M ceiiyac TapaTOPHUT CKOpee, paccKasbiBasi O COOBITUSIX MPOryaKky. HsiHio s rpory 3aBa-
PUTH CBEXKUH Yail U Mpenyrnpesxaaio o Busure Makca. Tumyp npomyckaer 3Ty nHGOpMaIM0 MUMO
yILIEW U HE BBIITYCKAET MOIO PYKY U3 CBOE, MPOAOJIkast AEUTHCS JETCKUMHU HOBOCTSMM. §1 3a pasro-
BOPOM YCIIEBaI0 CMEHUTh JOMAIIIHIOID OfIEKAY Ha JKMHCOBBIE IOPTHI U (DyTOONKY M KOe-KakK MpHye-
caTh BOJIOCHI, KOIJJa pa3AaéTcs 3BOHOK B JIBEPb.

S menkaro 3aMKOM W BHKY Tiepell coOoi TeHb Makca — Tak ycrano oH BeIIsauT. [log ero
I71a3aMU TEMHBIE KPYTH, a Ha IIEKaX — OTpOcCIas IEeTHHA.

— IlpuBer, npoxonu, — IpUIIAILALO 51, ¥ OH 3aXO/UT, KUBHYB MHE I'OJIOBOIL.

Makc ckuapiBaeT Keapl M UAET 32 MHOUM B KaOuHeT. Koria s o0opaurBaioch, TO BUXKY, UTO OH
yCTaJIo TPET BUCKHU, ¥ TIOHUMAIO, YTO OOCYKJaTh KHUT'Y B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM €My OyIeT OUY€Hb CIIOKHO.

Makc caguTes B Kpeciio U IpUKPBIBAET IJ1a3a.

— Tel B nopsiike? — cpaiimBaio HaKOHell 1.

— U na, v Het, — OTBEYaeT MyKUMHA, BHOBb OTKpbIBas IJ1a3a.

S He ycmeBal0 HMYEro OTBETUTh, Kak B KabuHete mnosieisercss Tum. OH BaKHO MOAXOOUT K
Makcy u npeacraBisercs:

— IIpuser. 4 — Tumyp.

— Makc, — My)X4MHa BCTa€T C Kpecya U MPOTATUBAET CbIHY PYKY, KOTOPYIO TOT CEPhE3HO MOKH-
MaeT. — Mbl ¢ TBOEH MaMOii ITUILIEM KHUTY.

— JleTckyi0? — ¢ HaJIEKI0U B TOJIoCe CIIpalvBaeT peOEHOK.

1 GpIcTpO MepeBOKY B3VIAA Ha Makca, TOTOMY 4TO OOK0Ch, UTO 9Ta TeMa HAIOMHHT eMy Maiiio,
Y YTO OH MOXET OTpPearupoBaTh HEraTUBHO, HO Makc JIMIIIb C YJIBIOKOM KadyaeT ToJI0BOM.

— Her, B3pocinyro.

— 7Kanp, — rpycTHO B3abIxaeT TuMm, U 51 pena ero npepBark.

— V3BuHM, MUIIBINA, HO HaM ¢ MaKkcoM HYKHO TIOpadOTaTh.

— Pabora-pabota, — OyXTUT HeIOBOJIbHBIN peOGEHOK. — Korma otapixars-To Oyaem, Mam?

— JlaBaii Ha BBIXO/IHBIX, JIAJHO? — MUPOJIIOOMBO TMpeAsIaraio si.

— CeropiHsI ¥ TaK BBIXOJIHOM, Cy00O0Ta, MEkK/1y MPOYUM, — CAPKACTUYHO cooOrmaet Tum.

Makc ycmexaercsl, a 1 CMyLIEHHO NS4y JIMLO B JIAA0HAX. DTU JHU HENIENH JIETAT CIUIIKOM
OBICTPO U CJIMIIKOM HE3aMETHO JJIs1 MeHs. XOTsI MHE CTOMJIO JIOTa1aThCsl O TOM, YTO CETOHS BBIXO-
HOU, XOT$ OBl IIOTOMY, UTO ceivac JieHb U HsHs ¢ TumoMm aoma.

— IIpoctn, Tumor. [laBaii Ha 3aBTpa nepeHecém otTapix ? Ilogymail, yem xouellb 3aHAThCS.

— Jla-afiHO, — TSHET ChIH M BBIXOAUT U3 KaOUHeTa.

S mpukpeIBalo 32 HUM ABEPH ¥ NOBOpauMBaloch K Makcy. S He 3Halo, ¢ 4ero Hayarb pasroBop
Y CTOUT JI BOOOIIEe 0OCYK/IaTh KHUTY, €CJIM MO COaBTOP SIBHO HE B COCTOSIHUM 3TO JIe/IaTh, HO TYT
CIIBIIITY TPOMKOE YpUaHHe €ro KMBOTA M HEBOJILHO YIIBIOAIOC.

— l'ononueiii? Bypens Kymars?

Makc nmogHMMaeT Ha MeHs1 CBOM TeMHBIE IJ1a3a U C yJIBIOKO OTBeYaer:

— He orkaxyce.

Mpel naém Ha KyxHIo, rae Makc ycaxxuBaercs 3a CTOJ, a S 3arJIsbpIBal0 B XOJOAWIBHUK. TaM g
BUIKY JIETHUI caslaT ¥ CKOBOPOJKY C OTOMBHBIMHM U KapEHOU KAPTOIIKON U THXO PalyloCch HATMIMIO
enpl. 51 He 3Ha10, KTO 3T0 roToBWI — K1pa wim HsAHS — HO 51 10CTalo 3TO BCE M Bpyyvalo cajnat Makcy,
a OCTaJIbHOE Pa30rpeBalo Ha IUIUTE.

— OueHb BKYCHO, — 3aMeYaeT MYy>KUMHA, BO BCIO OPYAYIOIIUI BUJIKOM.
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— Ara, — coranaioch s, packJaibiBasi o Tapesikam ropsiuee. — Ha 3Toil KyxHe KTO-TO XOPOIIIO
TOTOBHT.

— KT10-10? — He nonumaeT Makc.

— VK TOYHO He 1, — OTBEYAI0 C YCMEIIKOUW U MOSICHSI0. — DTO MPUTOTOBIIIA JIMOO HsaHA Tuma,
6o Kupa, Most tBoopornHas cectpa. OHa C HAMM KHBET.

Sl paznuBaio cBeke3aBapeHHbIN Yail Mo YalllkaM, CTaBJIIo MeYeHbe Ha CTOM U CaXXyCh HAIIPOTHUB
Makca. Mbl MO/Tua euM, WHOTJIa MOTJISI/IbIBasi B OKHO pKepa, OTKY/Aa BUIEH IBOP, COCEIHUN TOM
Y TUXas yjJoudka. S momisigpiBa U Ha Makca — OH KyeT COCPEIOTOYEHHO, ymasi O YEM-TO CBOEM,
Y MHE ONSATh XOYETCS Y3HATh, O YEM OH JIyMAET U IJI€ BUTAIOT €r0 MbICJIU. XOUETCs PACCIIPOCUTh U
BBIC/TYIIIaTh, XOUETCsI MOHSTh, OT YETO y Hero Takou ycrapiuil Bu. Ho st Monmuy, He keasi oKa3aTbes
HaBS3YMBOK U JIOOOIBITHOM.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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