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I

Cewmbst y Huku cuntanach HOpMaJIbHOM, €CJIM YYUTBIBATh, YTO YYTh JIA HE B KAXKJIOM MOCEJIKO-
BOM JIoMe ObLJI0, B cpeHeM, o uyeTBepo nereil. Ee martb, Hanexna KOpbeBHa, padoTtana nmpogaBiiu-
Led B MPOAYKTOBOM Mara3uHe, a otell (ero Bce 3Bajiu npocto: aAaasa Crena) — modepom npu ceib-
coBete. Mexay crapimmm OparoM Pynukom u ee cectpoil Ao, CylliecTBOBaJIa pa3HUIIA B BO3pacTe
Ha ISATh-ceMb JieT. He3HaunTebHast, BooOIe-To, HO Jijisl camoit Hukwu, oHa ka3asack orpomMHou. Bee
B JIOME, K HEH, OTHOCWIMCh KaK K HECMBILUICHBIITY, BE/lb OHA — MJI/ILIEHbKAsA, U €€, ITI0 MHEHUIO
JOPYTuX, Hy’KHO OIEKaTh.

Kunm oHu ApYXHO, U OJHO M3 CaMbIX MepBbIX HUKHMHBIX BOCHOMUHAHUI, KaK pa3 U ObLIO
TO, KaK OpaT u cecTpa ee KOpMWIU. Pomutenu, B 9T0 BpeMsi, CKOpee BCero HaXOIWIIUCh Ha padore,
a oHa, Huka, ocraBieHHas Ha MoneyeHue CTapuMx AETel, cuiesia Ha KoJeHsaX y AJuisl u, Pyauk
TBITAJICA TIOTACTD JIOKKOM C Kalllel B pOT CECTPEHKH, BepTALIer rojoBoil. Kakoil MIMEHHO Kalllell OHU
ee KOPMUJIU, ITOTO OHA, €CTECTBEHHO, HE IIOMHMJIA, HO BIIOJIHE BEPOSAATHO, YTO MaHKOU. [loTomy urto,
MMEHHO MaHHYIO Kallly, C He3alaMsTHBIX JIETCKUX JieT, Huka tepriers He Moriia. Eii erye mpoGesxarhb
OOCOHOTrOi1 M0 KparuBe, YeM CheCTb TapesouKy 3TOro MpoTUBHOro Bapesa. [lomHUTCS, KOrga yxe
CTaB 3HAYUTENILHO OOJIbIIE, Y COCelel ee MOCAIUIM 3a CTOJI BMECTe C HEM3MEHHBIM JIPYTOM, BCeX
JETCKUX urp, Jlemme KymaTh, a Ha CTOJ MOCTABWJIM 9TO HEHaBUCTHOE Omoo. Huka, ¢ quKiuM peBoM
yOekasa IOMOM U 3asiBUJIa CBOEH 03aJa4eHHON MaTepH, 4To K coce/isiM OOJIbIlie HUKOT/IA He TOW/IET,
TaK Kak, OHHU, €€ 3aCTaBWJIM €CTh TO, UTO OHA TEPIETh HE MOoIJIa. J{oNro ke, y HUX B JOME CTOSII XOXOT
Pynuka. ..

Jlpyroe nerckoe BOCHOMUHAHUE BBIXBATHJIO U3 MAMSATH MOE3IKY K 0alyllke Ha JepeBEeHCKU
MpeCTObHBIA Npa3aHuK. OHU, TOrga, Bcell cember Tyga noexaiv. HapsiiHele u Becelble... OTell
TIOYTH BCIO JIOPOTY JIepKaJl ABYXJICTHIOI MAJIBIIIKY HA PyKax U, TOJbKO, BO3JIe Oa0yIIKUHOTO JOMa
ornmyctui Huky Ha 3efieHylo, B JKeIThIX OfyBaHUMKax, Jyxkaiky. Tam, y 3a0opa, JieKaslu CJIOXeH-
HblE JOCKU U HECKOJIbKO OpEeBEH, OCTABIIMXCS IMOCJe CTPOUTENbCTBA JIoMa. Heckombko JieT Hazaj,
B 0aOyIIIKMHOW JepeBHE CITyYHJICS TPAHAMO3HBIN MOXKap, KOTa BITOPEJIO Yy Th JIX HE TIOJIIEPEBHH. . .
Ha stux 6peBHaxX u coOmpasiach JIeTBopa co Beel ynuipl. U, moka B3pociible OTMEUalid CBOe TOpXKe-
CTBO, JIETU YCTpauBaJId Pa3HbIE UTPbI.

A Bor 3uma... Pynuk crankuBaer Huky, cuisinyio B caHKax CO CKJIOHA TOPKH, CIOECJIAHHON
PYKaMH YJIU4YHOM AeTBOpbl. OHA BU3XKa, CO CKOPOCTBIO, TAK, YTO 3aXBaThIBAET [1yX, HECETCS] BHU3 U,
YyTb, HE JJO€3kKasi 10 CTOSIIEN cecTpbl AJUIbl, IEpEeBOPAYMBAETCS M OKa3bIBaeTCs B Cyrpode. .. Allia
MIOMOTAeT el BCTaTh, OTTPSIXMBAET CHET C ee KyLel IyOelKH. .. a, MOPO3HbIA BO3AYX TaK U LIUILIET
3a IEYKH, U CecTpa e MOIPABJISET 3aBA3aHHbIN C3a/11 Map(UK, HATATUBASA €r0 CHOBA Ha KYPHOCHI
Hukun Hoc. U moToM, yXe B BEUepHUX CyMepKax, OHH BCE BTPOEM 3a0MpAIOTCS HA TEIUTYIO Teub
Y CUIAT TaMm JI0 CaMOr0 MPUXO0AA POAUTENEH.

OnuH U3 MepBbIX 3arOMHUBIIUXCS HOBOrOAHMX Mpa3IHUKOB, OCTABUBIIMX CJIE/l B peOsSUbeit
ayuie... JleTckuil XopoBOA BOKPYT HapsiIHOW 3€JIeHOM KpacaBullpl. [laxHeT XBoel M 4eM-To elle,
BKYCHBIM U TepnKuM. .. [lenq Mopos ¢ anrHHoM Oesoid 00pofIoii, B KOJIMAaKe U KPACHBIM HOCOM, BBIBEI
Huky u3 xopoBoza u moctaBu iepefi co0oi. A OHa, 3alIMHASICh, CKOPOTOBOPKO, TPOYJia eMy 3ayueH-
HBII JI0OMa, 10J] PYKOBOACTBOM CTapIero Opara, HeOOJIbIIION CTHIIOK:

...3npasctByi1 lenymka Mopos,
VY T1ebs comnuBblil HOC! ... —

BC€ BOKPYT TaK U I'POXHYJIO cmexoM! Huuero HenoHuMamwmasa Huka HCITYT'aHHO orJIgejia CMe-
IOIMNXCA J'IIO)_ICI‘/)I ", BHEC3AITHO OCO3HAB, YTO IEPECIyTajla U JIAIHYJIA TO, YTO COBCEM HC CJICAOBAJIO
TOBOPUTH, TUXO TTOIIPaBUJId ce0s:
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— Oii, 1 He TPaBUJIBHO CKa3ana... Y TeOs KpaCHBbIN HOC!.. — ¥ OT UCITyTa, UTO Cleliasa He TakK,
KaK HY’KHO, 3arulaKasa.

Hen Mopo3 yneiOHyscst B 00Oy ¥, HAKJIOHUBIIKCH K HEl, BHITED C €€ JIUIA CIIe3bl:

— Hy, 4dto x TBI feBouKa mavenib? S He MOOMO TeX, KTO 1maveT!.. — BIHYB U3 CBOETO MEIIKa
NPSIHUK U HECKOJIBKO KapameJsieK, OH MPOTSHYNI ux ed. — Ha-ka, TeGe MasleHbKUil TOCTUHEI OT 3aii-
yuKa!

Huka poOKko B3si1a M3 €ro pyK YrouieHHe M, IpoJjiereTaB «crnacu®o», BEpHYIach B XOPOBO/.
C tex nop, exerogHo, nepes Kaxaon HoBoronHen eykoil et HAmOMUHAIM 3TOT, OKOH(DY3UBIIIHI ee,
cllyJan.

[MamsTe nercTBa ocTaBisieT 00pasbl, SIPKO OCIEIUIAoNIME co3HaHue. KpacouyHble KapTHHKH
HE MMEIOT, MOJKHO CKa3aTh, HIYETro OOIIEro ¢ TeM, YTO OCTAETCS B MAMSITH YiKe KOT/ia YeJIOBeK CTaHO-
Butcs crapiie. C roqaMu BOCIIPUSITAE KaK-TO OJNEKHET. .. PagyKHbIi MUp, KOTOPBIA MO3HAET pede-
HOK, TIOCTETIEHHO TepsieT CBOI0 OCOOEHHOCTh M HEMOBTOPHMOCTh. Eciu panbiie, Huka octpo Boc-
MPUHUMAJIA TO, YTO €€ OKPYXkKaeT M JoOble OrOpueHHsi, KOTOpble MPOMCXOAMIN C HEH WU C TeMH,
KTO HAaXOJWJICS B II0JIE €€ 3PEHUs1, CTAHOBUJIUCH JIJIs1 HEe UyThb JIM HE TpareJuei JMYHOIo IUIaHa, TO
MIOCTETNEHHO BCE ITO CITIaXMBAIOCh. [leTCKue BrieyaTieH!s ¥ HeTPUSATHOCTY ITPUHUMAH Oosee JId-
HOCTHBIW XapakTep, U, TeNepb, yKe B pa3psl Tpareiuu Nepexoansio TOIbKO TO, YTO TaK WIM UHAYE,
3aTparuBajio HETOCPEICTBEHHO KPyT ee MHTepecoB. Pebenkom Huka dyBcTBOBasIa ce0s1 4acThio OKpY-
JKaIOLIEro MUPA, ¥ €1 Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO B [V1a3aX 3TOrO MUPA M OHA YTO-TO /1a 3HAYUT. . . HO, K COKAJICHUIO,
C KaXIbIM THEM, OHA BCE OTUET/IMBEE HAUMHAJIa CO3HABATh, UTO TO BCE HE TaK U, KaX/Iblil YEI0BEK
HeceT B ce0e To, UTo ecTh y Hero B Ayiue. He Gonbine, Hu Menbine. Y Bce KuBylee, OAHOBPEMEHHO
HE3aBUCHMBI JIPYT OT Jpyra TaK ke, KaKk ¥ Hepa3phIBHBI MEXKy COOOM. .. Kak Obl TO HU OBLIO, OTKPHI-
THS1 JOCTABJISUIM €1 OCTpble MUHYTHI OCO3HAHUSI CBOEH OECTIOMOIITHOCTH B XO/I€ HEKOTOPBIX COOBITHIA.
Tparndyeckux cOOBITHIA, KOTOPHIX HEBO3MOXKHO HCIIPABUTb.

Ei1 ObLy10 JIeT 1mecTh, Korja CIy4qusiach Ta moTepsi. . .

Omna cuzena c Jlemeil, Ha JaBOUYKe, HEIaJeKO OT CBOEro Joma. Boszie HMX OcTaHOBUJIACH
MalllHa ¥, U3 Hee, Moj PyKM BbiBeMM MaTh. Huka moOexasia HaBCTpeuy, HO MaTh HEBUASIIMMHU
1 3aIUIaKaHHBIMU I71a3aMHU CMOTpeJia KyJa-TO MUMO Hee. ..

— Mawma, a rae mama?.. Bel ke cka3aim, 4To mpuaeTe BMECTe M Mbl MoeieM K OalyIIke. .. — yxe
B IoMe, Huka HeTeprienBo 3atepeduia pyKy MaTepH.

Marb, CJIOBHO Npus B cedsl, TOCMOTpeIa Ha MIIAIIIEHbKYI0, OOHSIIA €€ U 3arooCcua;

— Her y Hac Gosblnie nanku, Jo4eHbKa!.. HeT. ..

«Kak at0, Her?.. — HejoyMeHnHo nogymana Huka. — Benp, oH ke, — ecTb!..» 1, OHa BbIpBaIach
U3, YAYIIAIINX ee, OObATUN.

TyT, ¢ ynuipl, OJTHOBpeMEHHO BOEKau 3anbixasiimecs Pynuk ¢ Ansoit. Huka kuHynach K HUM
UCITyTAaHHOW NTUYKOM:

— Mama roBopHT, 4TO y Hac HeT OOJIbIlIe MAMKH, a KyJa Xk OH JIeJICSI-TO, Kyaa?

V derbipHaALaTHIIETHEW AJUTBI OPBI3HY/IM U3 IJ1a3 CIIE3bl, OHA OOHsLIA XYIEHbKOE TEJIblIE CeCT-
PEHKHU ¥ MOJTua Mprxana ee K ceoe.

— 3Ha4UT, 3TO MPaBJA... — HE TO CIIPOCKJI, HE TO MPOCTO MPOOOPMOTAIT PACTEPSIHHBIN Pymuk.

B nome Hayionro 3aBuciia TArocTHas oOcTaHOBKA. Kakue-To Jmoqu cHOBanM B3aj-BIiepe, Mpu-
exaBIIIie TETKH, CECTPbl POAUTENIEH, XO3SIMHNYAIM Ha KyXHe, TOTOBsI TIOMUHAJIbHbIE OJIMHBI U TIpoYee
cbecTHoe. LlenTpasibHOE MeCTO B IoMe 3aHsUT rpo0 C TeJIOM OTIA... CMEPTh HUKAK HE OTPa3uiach
Ha €ro BHELIHOCTH, Ka3aJoCh, YTO OH TOJbKO cruT. Huka ciplinana, Kak Jioau, NeperopapuBasich
Mesx1y coOOH, 00CyKIaJu CTyduBIeecs. B TOT JeHb Ha Ipyrom KOHIIe Mmocenka 3aropescs aom. Ee
OTell, OKa3aBIIMCh TOOIM30CTH, CTaJl IOMOTaTh BRIHOCUTH Bel. U yke HermocpeACTBeHHO Nepe] TeM,
KaK PyXHYJIM MEPEKPHITHS, OH BHIOEKAI C XO3SHUCKUM OapaxiioMm. BpocuB Bce Ha 3eMJTio, OH CJIOBHO
MIpUCET PAABILIKOM, OTIOXHYTh. HO y Hero, kak moTom cka3ajay Bpayd OIO3/1aBIIEN «CKOPOil», OTKa-
3aJ10 cepaLe. ..
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[Mocite MOXOpoH OTIIa MaTh MPOAOIKUTEIFHOE BpeMsI HUKaK He MorJia ycriokouThes. [la u Huke
JOBOJIBHO JIOJITO BCE UYIMJIOCh, YTO BOT-BOT OTKPOETCS BEPh M Ha TIOPOTe MOSBUTCS KpernKkas purypa
OTIfa, C MPABWJIBHBIMU YEPTaMHM JIMIIA ¥ He3aObIBaeMOM YIBIOKOUN. UyTh BBIIIE CPETHETO pOCTa, OH
OBbLT Ha TIeJTYI0 TOJIOBY BBIIIIE MaTepH, IMyXJICHHKOUM 1 TAKOH ke, KaK U MyX, PyCOBOJIOCOH. .. BHerHe
OHHU CHJIbHO TMOXOIWJIM JPYT Ha Jpyra. belBano, Bo cHe, yCIBIIIAB Tojoc oTia, HukuHo cepmedko
3aMHUpaJio, M OHA OTKPBIBAJIA IJ1a3a B HAJICK /e, YTO OH ITO el HasIBY MPUBHUJIEIICS, YTO OH PSIJIOM. . .

UYepes rog Huka nomuia B nepseiii kiaacc. Cocenckuii Manbuuk Jlema crain cuaerh ¢ He
3a oHOM mapToii. OHM BMECTe XOQWIM B IIKOJY, BMECTe BO3BPAIAJIUCH OTTY/Ia M BMECTe pellaiu
TPY/HBIE 32JaUYKH, BO BCEM MOMOorast Ipyr apyry. ¥ Huku Tak:xe NosBUIMCH 00S3aHHOCTH TIO IOMY —
CJICTUTD 32 MopsAKOoM. [1o OKOHYaHUY BOCBMUJIETKH AJIIa yexasia yuYuThCs Ha IBelo, a Pyauky Bme-
HSUJIOCh XOIUTh 32 JIOMAIITHEH KMBHOCTHIO. 3UMOW OH YMCTHJI BO JIBOPE CHET W BEYepOM 3aHOCHII
JpOBa HA PACTOIKY Teun yTpoM. Tuxuie Beuepa, pa3MepeHHast )K1U3Hb, — BCE KaK NPU KU3HH OTIIA,
HO TOJIBKO C TOW CYIECTBEHHOM pa3HMIIEH, YTO ero He ObUIO PSIOM C HUMH. 3a4acTyio Mo HOYaM
Huka cnplmana, Kak MaTh TUIaueT, YTKHYBIIUCh HOCOM B ToaymiKy. OTKUHYB c ceOsl ofiesiio, OHa
BCTaBaJIa CO CBOEH MOCTEJNIM U IUIernajia K MaTepH.

— Mawmouka, 51 mo0mo Teds!.. — 0OHSAB ee CBOMMHM XyI€HbKUMU PyKaMH U TIPUKABIIKCH K HEl
BceM TesblieM, Huka 3acuimnana.

Wuoii pa3 Ha mapy JHel U3 JepeBHU, OCTaBUB CBOIO IOMAIITHIO XUBHOCTh Ha COCEIEH, TTpre3-
kaja 6alymika, MamMmuHa Mama. OHa IPUHOCKIIA B JIOM 3ariaX OBEYbel MEPCTU U CBEKECKOIIEHHOTO
ceHa... [1o Beyepam 6alOyIka cujena y redd U mpsijia IpsoKy, U3 3TUX HUTOK Mama TMOTOM Bsi3asia
HOCKH Y Bape:KKHU CBOMM JIOMAIITHHM.

Bpems Tek10 pasmepeHHO, HeTopoIuiBO. [1opoit HAYMHATIO Ka3aThCs, YTO MPOIILIA 1iejast Be-
HOCTH 0e3 IOpOroro Jisi HUX 4YejioBeKa. By/lTo Tak v JOIKHO OBITb.

Kak-to, 3aiins k cocensim 3a Jlemeit, Huka yBuzena TaMm 4esnoBeKa, OTIAJIEHHO IMOXO0XKEro
Ha oTia. Ee cepyiedko eKHYJIO U OMYCTUIIOCH B TISITKU.

— Oi1, Hukouka! Kak xoporiio, 9to Tl npuiia!.. — 06pagoBaHo BCIUIECHY/Ia pyKamu TeTst Posa,
Mama Jlermm. — Ml kak pa3 cobupaiuck 6exarh kK Bam. Mama jgoma?

—Jla... OHa TOJILKO YTO MPUIILIA. .. — TUXO MpoJiernieTana OpoOeBINas OT MOX0KECTH HE3HAKOMIIA
Huka.

— Hy Bot u xopormio! Bsi ¢ Jlemeii cOeraiite 3a Heil. CkakuTe, 4TO €0 eCTh, MyTh OEroM —
K HaMm ujer!..

Huka c Jlemeii cxonuu 3a HukuHoi Matepsio. A nociie Jlema eit ckasait, 4to Asifsl, CUAeBIIUT
y HUX, — TIAMyH JIPYT.

— OH ymiesn ot cBoei keHbl, 1 MaMa XOUeT ero MO3HAKOMUTH C TBOEH MaTephIo.

— 3aueM?.. — HEAOYMEHHO cnpocuia cBoero apyra Huka.

— Hy kax 3auem? — Jlema nocmotpen Ha Huky. — Eii Beb Tskesi0 BEKOBAaTh OJIHOM. . .

— A oHa xe He omHa! Y Hee ecTh Mbl!.. — 13 HUKWHBIX 17123 TOTOBBI OBUTH TIOUTHCS CIIE3BI. —
S, Anna, Pynuk. .. oHa He ofHa!..

— Bbl — fieTu, a el Hy’KeH My>K4MHa!.. — COBceM Mo-B3pociioMy 3asiBui Jlea.

— 3auem?! — Huka Bce ellie HeIoyMEeHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Ipyra.

Jlemia B30OXHYII:

— Ox, Hy Kakas xe Tbl HenoHsAMBasA, Huka! Hy cmotpu, Bce ke xuByT napamu! U y mMens
nanka ¢ MaMko, u y [llankunsix, u y CaBenbeBbX, U y KypouKUHBIX. . .

— Ho Tertka JluzaBera u Kyneuxa — ;kuByT ofgHu!.. — He yHUMAasach OHa.

-V tetku JIuzaBeTsl BOOOIIE Myka He ObLJIO, MHE MaMKa CKa3aJjia, YTo OHa cTapas 1eBa, a Kyne-
uXa — cTapas yke, eil Kak Obl MyXa M He Hafo!

— Hy u mame Hareii — He Haj10!.. — 3aynpsamuiack Huka.

— Her, Hano!.. — yoexman oH. — Y TeOs Mama elie MoJiofa, el HykHo. [la 1 B JoMe HYXHBI
MYKCKHE PYKH. .. Thl HE BO3pakai, €CJIM OHU MKy COOOM Mmoaasar!
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— Kak 310 nonagsar?..

— Huxk, He 3amaBail IIyIbIX BOIIPOCOB, ThI k€ He Aypouka!.. — 3agBui Jlema. — OHU JOJIKHBI
JOTOBOPHUTBCS Mekly codoit. Ecim 310 ciyuntesi, To Bce Bbl Oyaere kuTh BMecte. M y TeOs Oyner
HOBBI Marka.

— A MHe He HyeH HOBbII nanka! He HyxeH!.. — cie3bl Opbi3Hy/M U3 HUKMHBIX 17123, — Y MeHs
CBOI Tarka ecTb, 1 MHE HUKTO OOJbIle He HyXeH!

— TeGe-To, MOXeT, 1 He HY)keH! A Thl O MaTepu MogyMaa?.. — COBCEM IMO-B3POCIOMY ITPOTo-
Bopu Jlema. — YTpu cBou crie3bl, He MasieHbKas yxe!

— Mama To’e Mo HoYaM TuTaveT. .. — BCXJIMIbIBAsi, TPOOOpMOTaIa OHa.

— Bot Buauilb, €l Hy’)KeH MyKUYMHa.

— OTKyga Thl 3Haelllb, YTO €1 HYKEH MYKY1Ha?

— Mawmka ¢ nankoi Bce Bpemsl Tak FOBOPSIT. A OHM — B3pOCJIble, OHU BCe 3HAIOT. BOT Thl —
BBIPACTEIIlb, TOXKE 3aMY>K TIOMIEIIh !

YV Huku OT U3yMJIEHHS BBICOXJIU CJIE3BI.

— C yero 1o B3511?

— 41 5xe TOBOPIO, UTO HUKTO HE IOIKEH ObITh OIMH, — ABTOPUTETHO 3asBUJT OH. — Kak1ast JeBouka
BBIXO/IUT 3aMYK, KQX/IbI MAJIbYMK — KEHUTCS !

— A 3a Koro s nogy 3amyx?

— K10 Tebe nmoHpaBHTCS. .. — OH MOCMOTpPEJT Ha CBOIO cobecetHUITy. — S ke He 3Halo, KTo Tebe
HpaButcsi! Moxer, 3a KOro-HuOy/Ib M3 HAIIeTo KJ1acca, a MOXET, 38 KOTO JIpyroro. ..

— A 3a 1ebs s MOTY BBIUTH?.. — OHa OTKPHITO MOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOEro Jipyra. — MbI ¢ ToOOM
JABHO JPYKHM.

Jlema, cnenaB cepbe3HOE JIMLIO, 3AsIBUIL:

— Moxer... Tonbko s yuuthcs xouy. [a v marka roBOpUT, 4TO MPEKIE YeM KEHUTHCS, HAZIO
KpErKo BCTaTh Ha HOrW. MoWi OparaH, BOH, 3asBUJ OJHAXABI, 4TO XoueT Manbpky KoznoBy B gom
MPUBECTH. A TOT eMy M OTBETHJI, YTO CIIepBa, MOJ, IIKOITY 3aKOHYHM, B pMHUHU OTCIYKHU Ja padboTy
Haiiii. Ha oTioBoi 11ee-1o cuaeTh, — MHOTO yma He Hajo!.. A s JOKTOPOM XO4y CTaTh!

— A nonoxny... Te0s s cornacHa kaaTh! CKOJIbKO YrOTHO. .. — IEBOYKA YMOKHYJIA APYTa B IIEKY
u yoexana.

Ei1 xoTenoch mOOBITh OHOM, YTOOBI IEPEBAPUTH YCIBIIIAHHOE OT Jlemn. 3HaYuT, ero poauTesu
XOTSIT 9TOTO JISI/II0 KeHUTh Ha ee Matepu? U Beuepom Huka nopoinia k Hef.

— Mawma, a 3a4em 1ebe TOT Iaas°?

Marb yauBIEHHO IOCMOTpEJIA HA JOYb:

— Kakoit nsans?..

— Hy, Tot, KoTOpHIN cuaen y tetu Po3sl. ..

—V tetu Po3wi?.. — 3xoM noeTopuia oHa. — [Touemy Tbl ciipammaenib? OH MHE HU J151 YETO
HE HYXEH. ..

— A Jlema cka3aj, 4yto oH Oy/IeT MOMM TaIKOM. .. — TPYCTHO ckazasia Huka.

Mars ycraiio npucenia Ha Kpaelek CTysa M BHE3aITHO PacXOXOTaJlacCh.

—T'ocnony, a g-TO JymMalo, 4To OH BCE BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO!.. — IEBOUKA CMOTpEJIa Ha MaTh IIMPOKO
PaCKpHITBIMU I71a3aMHu. — JloUKa, 3a1oMHH, Yy TeOs1 ToJbKO ofuH nanka! W npyroro He Oyrer.

— Hy, mam, Hy Tbl ke elrie MoJiofiasi, U Tebe Hy)KeH MyKJuHa !

— Ko Tebe 310 ckazan?.. — BcIUiecHya pykamu oHa. — Toxe, dait, Jlemka?!

— 1a, Jlemxka. OH cka3a, 4to Tede Henb3s ObTh OqHOM! — Huka mojonia BIJIOTHYIO K CBOE
MaTepu.

— A s — He ofHa... — OHA MPUTSHYJA K ce0e CBOIO 10Ub U OOHsIIA. — Y MEHS €CTb BHI. ..

— Ho mbl ke — getu!.. — He yuumanach Huka. — Ecim Tl Xo4elllb, TO 1 HUYEro He CKaxy... 5
HE X0uYy, YTOOBI THI IJIAKaJIa B TOAYIIKY. . .
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— JleBouKka THI MOs1!.. — MaTh YTKHYJIAch B XyJIeHbKOE TUIEUO JOYEPH U ellle Kperrde mprkaa
ee K cebde.

Hsans Bens, TOT, 4TO JMIIb BeCbMa OTJAJIEHHO HAMIOMUWHAJ OTIIA, Yepe3 Mapy JTHEeH MMOsBUIICS
y Hux. C mepBoil MUHYTHI, KOTJJa TOT MEPECTyNWI MOpPOr UX JoMa, Opar HeB3moOwn ero. Epmm-
CTO-KOJTIOYMM B3[JISIOM OH MPOBOKAJI HE3HAKOMIIA, XOTS TOT BOBCIO CTapaJics TOI00paTh KIIIOUUK
K MOJPOCTKY.

— 3auem TH ¢ HUM Tak? — Huka cipocuiia y 6para yepe3 HEeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, IOCiIe OUepeHON
rpybocTu, Korja 3a Isaei BeHeii 3akpbliach ABepb.

— A xak eme ¢ HuM? Ecii OH METUT Ha IanKWHO MecTo!..

— Hy u ut0?.. Tl ObI 0 MaMe HaIllel MogyMaJt. .. — IeBoYKa B3A0XHYJIa. — Ham-To ¢ ToO0i Bce
PaBHO €ro He 3aMEHUTD !

Pynuk yauBieHHO OCMOTpEIT Ha CECTPEHKY:

— ToI-TO Kypa Jie3elb, He B cBoe fiesio?! Masa erie paccykaath O TaKux Bemax!..

— Kak o xo3siiicTBy yompaTbcs, — Tak OoJbIiasi, a KaK MaMe CYacThsl JKeJlaTh — TaK MaJieHb-
Kad... — Haaynach Huka. — Cam-To Ha ceOs B 3epKaJio TOCMOTpH !

Bpart aBromMaTndyecku OpocuII B3IJIsi/I Ha BUCEBIIIEe Ha CTEHE 3epKajio. Ero HermocyIHbie BUX Pb
TOpYaJIM B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, 3aJJpaHHbIA KBEpXY HOC ITPUIABAJI JIUIY HECEPhe3HBIN BUJ. .. a TJa3a. ..
B I71a3axX Tak W mpeiraiu 6eceHsaTa. B o0iem, oT Hero MOXXHO OKHUJIaTh BCETO, YTO YTOJIHO.

— A 4ro g? §1 — HMYero, 4To Tl MeHsI-TO Jepraeiib!.. ToNbKO 3arOMHU, 3TOT JIsi/IbKa — HE POJI-
HOW OTell ¥ HUKOT/Ia UM He OynieT!.. — ¥ OH B cep/liaX YepThIXHYJIC.

— INama yxe Hukorga He Oyaer ¢ Hamu. OH y Hac Bcerga OyzeT TyT... — Huka xuonHyna ceos
IO TPYAM JIAJIONIKON. — A Mame Memath He Hajo. OHa cama Bce peluT. ..

— 3amo0pun Teds sAapKa IIOKONAAHBIMU KOH(ETKAMH, BOT Thl U TOBOPUIIL Tak! — Pymuk
IPYCTHO B3JI0XHYJI. — MIHaue Thl ObI HE BCTAJIa HA €0 CTOPOHY. . .

— Yaii, 3111 KOH(ETHI HE 51 OJHa e71a!.. — mapupoBasa cecTpeHka. — Thl Toxxe ux jonaji! 1 Heuero
BO3HUKATh!

TyT Ha opore MOSBUJIACh MaTh, M JIETU 3aMOTYAIIH.

TpynHO 3aBS3BIBATIMCH OTHOIICHUs Y Opata ¢ saaei Beneit. He momy4anock y HUX MOHATH IpyT
npyra. IIpaBaa, nocne npuesna Ajutsl Pyauk nepecran BOCOPUHUMATh €ro MOsIBIIEHUE TaK OCTPO.
HagepHoe, cecTpa 4To-TO cKa3zasa emy, 1 OpaT MPOCTO CTapaJiCsl MEHbIIIe TIOMaAaThCsl eMy Ha IJiasa.
A, MOXeT, TYT 4TO-TO MHOE, 0 YeM Huka 1axe v He ioyio3peBaia. Bo BcsikoM citydae, 9T0 yxe He ObLIO
pelaoImM, Tak Kak asaas BeHs cran octaBaThes y HUX Ha HOUb. HenennsiMu OH KU y HUX, 110 yTpaMm
ye3KaJl Ha CBOeM MOTOIMKJIE B TOpOA Ha padoTy, a BE4epoM — BO3Bpallajcs, MpaBaa, He BCeraa.
CoxpaHs10Cch OlIYIIEHUe BPEMEHHOCTH, OTYEro BCEM MM CTaHOBWJIOCH OYeHb HeyloTHo. Heorpe-
JeJICHHOCTb, BUTAIOIIAsI B BO3/IyXe, CTajla CKa3bIBaThCs M HA MAaTEpPUHCKUX HepBax. Bcerma Oymyuu
yYPaBHOBEIIICHHOM, OHA MTPEeBPaTUIaCh B IEPraHyIo0 KEHIUHY, CUIBHO 3aBUCSIIYIO OT TOTO, MPUEIET
9TOT YeJIOBEK WJIM HeT. .. TATOCTHOE M yrpioMoe OKUIaHUE 3aBHCAJIO HAJl BCEMU, U, He Jail Oor, KTO
TOTA/IETCSA B TAKOM MOMEHT MaTepy MOl TOPSIYI0 PYKy — ITyCTh TO ObLIIM €€ JIETH, KOIIKa WU eIle
KTO... ¥ BCIO 3Ty HANPSKEHHOCTh, KAK BETPOM CIyBaJIO, CTOMJIO TOJIBKO YCIIBIIIATH JAOJTOX TAaHHBIN
TpecK MOTOIMKIA. TyT OHa CTAHOBUJIACHh TOM, MPEKHEH, Kakor ObUIa 10 3HAKOMCTBA C HUM, KaKOu
ee 3HaJI BCe. ..

Huxke, koHeuHO *ke, Bce 9TO He HpaBuIoch. Ho OHa He 3Hasa, Kak caesarh Tak, YT0Obl BCE 3TO
3aKOHYMIIOCh. UTOOBI [ STOT HaBCeraa nocenuics y Hux. YToObl MaMa mepecrajia HepBHUYATb.
N uroOp1 Bce BCTano Ha cBou MecTa. Ho 3TOMy He OBUIO CYXIEHO CIyYUThCS, TaK Kak BCKOpe OH
HaJ1071ro ucye3. [Ipomnas, 6yATO U HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO €r0 B UX JKU3HMU.

Korpna Huka, B pasroBope c Jlemieii, CJIOBHO HEHAPOKOM, YITOMSIHYJIA PO MPOMABIIEro SO0,
TOT, HAXMYPHUBIIUCH (HY COBCeM Kak JlemuH otelr. .. BipoueM, APYyT BO BCEM IMOpakal CROeMy OTILY,
Jlake TIOXOAKOM ), POU3HEC:

— Ponureny roBopuiiv, 9T0 OH BEPHYJICS K CBOEH KEHE. .. OH ¥ K HaMm OOJIbIlie, He IpUe3kKall. . .
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Ha Huky xanko 6bu10 cMotpetsb. [Ipo3Byuasias pasa nopasuia ee HaCTONBKO, YTO, Kaza-
JIOCh, Y Hee He OCTaJIOCh CHJI CTOSATh Ha Horax. OHa MeIUIeHHO OIyCTWJIAaCh Ha CKaMeWKy M cTaja
XBaTaTh MIMPOKO PACKPBITHIM PTOM BO3AyX. leHb AJisl Hee MOMEPK B MPSMOM CMBICIIE CIIOBA. DTO
O3HAYAJIO TOJBKO OJHO: Kpax MATEPUHCKOTO CYACThsI, IOTEPsI AOMAIITHETO MOKOsI, ¥ HAJIONTO, eCiu
He HaBceraa. Matb 1o moOoMy MyCTSIKY CpblBajiach Ha KPUK, ObIBAJIO, UTO U TIOMAAAJI0 UM IO TOpsi-
4yIo pyKy. .. HUKrMHa cembs cTana )KuTh Kak Ha ByJIKaHe. B m000ii MOMEHT foMaliHee 3aTHIIbe MOTJIO
B30pBaThcs. Bee yarie Marth crana 3aaepKUBaThCs Ha padboTe, a MOTOM M MPUXOANUTH Becenasi, Mof-
BeinmBIIast. Ho a1o eme mon6enst. [puns Takoi, oHa godupanack 10 MocTeny v 3achinaia. Ee HuKTo
HE BUJIEN U He Clblnal. Xyke ObUIo, KOIjla OHA MPUXOAMUIIa BMECTe ¢ KaKMM-HHOYIb HE3HAKOMbBIM
YeJIOBEeKOM, KOTOPbI HAUMHAJT KOMaH/I0BaTh, CJIOBHO OH TYT X03sMH. B Takue MomeHnTsl Huke xote-
JIOCh yOesKaTh U3 JIOMa, TJIe CTAJIO OUYeHb HEYIOTHO M OECITIOKOMHO.

Korga 3umoit npuexana 6adymika, Huka crana cBuiereneM JOBOJIBHO-TAaKU yXKACHOW CIICHBI.
VBuUzIeB CBOIO JJOYb B TAaKOM HEJMIIENIPUSATHOM Buje, 0adylKa OTTackaia ee, B CaMOM IpPSIMOM
CMBICJIE CJIOBA, 32 KOCHI.

— Tol yTO BRITBOpsienb?! MaJio TOro, 4To AETH MOTEPSUIM OTIA, a MPH KUBOM MaTepy CTaHO-
BaATCs cupoTamu!.. Wib, dero yaymana, B BUHHYIO OyTBUIKY 3ariisibIBaTh 1a XBOCTOM KpyTHUTh! S,
KOTJja MMOXOPOHKY Ha TBOETO OTIIA TMOy4ryIa, He paciycTuia ceOs 10 Takol crenenu!.. A 4ro jena-
emsb Thi? U He cThigHO Tebe?!

Mars uip MoT4a IUlakaa. . .

— Tebe *xe nmerelt Ha HOrM HAJO MOCTaBUTH!.. Thl HA MeHs He Hajelcs, I Bac, TPOUX JEBOK,
BeIpacTuia!l Bek-To Mo K KOHITy UJeT... — Oa0ymika BCxaunHyna. — Yto xk Thl, Hamomka, ronopy
coBceM moTepsiia, a? Heroxe xkeHIHe TepATh ceOs... KaKoW MpUMep Thl cefiuac Mogaemb CBOer
nouke?! Henb3s ke Tak. ..

W 6adymika, 6ypua mojx HOC HPaBOYyUEHHUsI, KOHYMKOM IIJIaTKa MTPOMOKHYB CBOM CKYTIbIE Clie-
3WHKH C I71a3, MOJIOIUIA K PyCCKOM neur. OTKPBIB 3aCIIOHKY ¥ BHITAIIUB YXBATOM YyT'YHOK, OHa 100a-
BUJIA:

— Tol ipex e Bcero Mathb, a y:x motom — 6ada! Hukorna He 3a0b1Bait 00 3T0M, cibiib?! Ecm Tt
ceifyac 3a CBOM yM He BO3bMEIIIbCs, TeHsII Ha ceOsl, — ThI BCe MOTepsielllb!.. — OHa MOJOILIA K JI0Uepu
1 JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYJIA € PYKOU B TOJIOBY. — TeOe He OyaeT mpolieHbsl HA OT JeTei, HU OT MEHs, HU
ot Jozieit! YV Te0s1 BOH quTe Majioe, 51 ke TOBOPIO, KaKoU Thl IpuMep el mofaenib? HeGock, ToIHO el
Ha Tebsl, TaKylo, CMOTPeTb-TO!.. — U, oOpamasick kK Huke, nodasuna: — JlangHo, 30Bu Opata, BedyepsiTh
Oynem!

Huka, HazieB myOeiiky, BeiOekana Ha qBop. Pyauka tam He Ob10. 3arisiHyB B capaii, oHa ooe-
’Kaja K coceisimM, Kyzia OpaT 4YacTeHbKO XaXKHBaL.

C 3Toro Beuepa KM3Hb MX TOCTETIEHHO Hayaja BXOAWUTHh B HAE3KEHHYIO Kosew. Math craja
MpeXHeH, TOMbKO M3PeIKa OHAa BO3BpAIaiach ¢ pabOTHl YyTh MO3HEE OOBIYHOTO. A B OCTAILHOM
KU3HB pUoOpesa MPeKHUN pa3MepeHHbI puTM. bpar, OKOHYMB BOCBMUJIETKY, TIOCTYITHII B peMec-
JIEHHOE YUMJIMIIE, CECTpa YUHUJIach B ropofe, a Huka «rpbi3jia» rpaHUT HayKH ¥ TIOCUJIBHO ITOMOTajia
MaTepH 1o X03sCTBY. Bpemst 63 0CTaHOBKM IIJIO BIIEpeI.
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II

B asrycre, koraa Huke vcnonHmoch IBeHaIaTh JIET, HA POIMHE KEHUXa ChI'PAd CBAIbOY
Annpl. CecTpa BBIXOIMIIA 3aMYXK 32 3a€3)KEro KpacaBlia-CTy[EeHTa, ObIBILErO Ha Mapy JIeT cTaplie ee.
ITpuexaB mOrocTuTh K APYry, OH BCTPETHIICS ¢ AJUION roj] Ha3ajl, Ha JJHE POXKJEHUSA Y OOIIMX 3HAKO-
MbIX. .. OHa BBITJIsIAENA HACTOSIIIEH KpacaBUIeH B O€IOM UIMHHOM MOJBEHEYHOM ILIaThe. KopoTkas
Oenast Byasib ¢ HEOOJIBIITMM BEHOYKOM M3 MCKYCCTBEHHBIX pO3 Ha rojiose... Huka torma nogymana,
YTO KOT/1a OHa OyJeT BBIXOAUTD 3aMyk, Y Hee OyJeT TOUHO TaKOM ke Haps/l, — TAK OH €l OHPaBUJICS.
[paBna, cama cBajieOHasI CyMaTOXa OCTaBHJIa y Hee BlieyaTiieHne cyMOypa 1 Hepazoepuxu. Besb oHa,
npeocTaBIeHHAs caMoii ceOe, He 3Hasa, 4eM ceOst 3aHsTh. CIIOHSSICh 10 YyKOi KBapTHpe, TIe y Kax-
JI0TO, HO TOJIBKO He Y Hee, ObuIo 1eso, Huka M3HbIBaIa OT CKYKH JI0 TOTO BPEMEHH, MOKa He MPUObLIN
OCTaJIbHbIE MPUIJIALIEHHbIE CO CBOMMM JAeTbMU. BOT TyT yX Bce OHM Hape3BWJIMCh BBOJIIO. . .

ITo npuesne nomoit Huke Ha jonroe Bpemsi XBaTWJIO BIIEYATJIEHUH YISl pa3roBopa ¢ Moapy-
ramu. CoOupasich Be4epaMu Ha JIaBOUKE BO3JIE JI0Ma, OHHM CUJIEJIH, TACOBAIM KOJIOLY KapT U rajaju
Ha KOpoJied, Ha MMEeHa CBOMX TalHBIX KEHMXOB M Ha KeJaHus. Y BCeX yke B IOJOBaX «CHACIN»
MOHPABUBILIMECS MAJIBYMKHU, IO KOTOPBIM J€BOYKH TaliKOM B3bIXasi. Huka Kak-To B OMOIMoTEeKe
B3slJla KHUT'Y CTUXOB ATHUM BapTo M BHOCIEACTBUM OYEHb YaCTO HAU3YCTh JEKJIaMHUpOBasa OHpa-
BUBILIeecs CTUXOTBOpeHHe. CIycTsl HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Bce AEBOUYKM U3 KJlacca Neperucaiy y Hee 3T0
CTUXOTBOpEHME. BOT 1 celiuac moApyxku NOMPOCHIIM ITPOUYECTh JT0OUMbIe cTUXH, 1 Huka ¢ ocoObiM
YZIOBOJIbCTBMEM BBIIIOJIHUJIA UX MTPOCKOY:

Kaxnpii MoxeT moragaTbcst, —
AnTOHMHA B0OsIeHa !
Hy u ut0 %), el cKopo ABaaLaTh. ..
A Ha ynuue — BecHa.
TomnbKo 3BSKHET TeeoH,
Tons memyer: — D710 OH!..
Crana 1acCKOBOM U KPOTKOH,
XOmuUT JIETKOIO TTOXOIKOM,
ITo yTpam noer kak nruua. ..
Bapyr u miaamas cecrpuiia
[Ipoceinaercs 4yThb CBET.
T'oBopwur: — INopa BioOUTHCS,
MHe rmouTn IBeHaauarTh JeT!..
N Haraiua, Ha ypoke
Ornszena Bcex peodsrT:
— IOpa — cauIKoM ToNCTONIeKuH,
[lers — poctom MasoBar.
Bor Anera — ciiaBHBIIA MaJIbIi,
S1 B Hero BMOOMIOCH, MOKATYH!..
U npoxogut kinacc no kapre —
I'ne Upteiu, roe Enucei,
A BIOOIEHHAs 32 TAPTOH
HexHo memyer: «Ajekcen». ..
AJIMK CMOTPUT OTOPYEHHO:
«YT0 el HyXHO OT MeHs?!» —
BceMm n3BecTHO, 4TO IEBYOHOK
OH 6outcs Kak oras!
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OH NOHATH ee He B cujlax —
To ona rmasza ckocuna,

To pe3nHKy nonpocuia,

To 3aueM-TO IPOMOKAIIIKY
[omaet emy 001 . .

AnvK BbIen u3 ceds!
ITocTynui oH ¢ Hel KeCcToKO —
Omynui nocie ypokos!

Tak BOT, ¢ IEPBOrO CBUIAHbS,
Hauwnnarorcs crpagasss. ..

JleBoukH, yipiOasich, cinymiany, kak Huka craparenbHo, ¢ BbIpakeHHEM YuTasia, 3T0 y Hee MoJTy-
yajioch BechMa 3a0aBHO. Korna oHa 3akoHYMIIa, BCe, CIOBHO MO KOMaHE, OJHOBPEMEHHO TITyOOKO
B3JOXHYJIH.

— [la, MaNbUMIIKKA HAC HE TIOHUMAIOT. .. — TPYCTHO Mpou3Hecna yepHoBosiocast Mpa. — Vim Obl
TOJIBKO JAPaThCs J1a 32 KOckhl eprath! Y mouemy oHu Takue?..

— A MHe mMama cKazajia, 4TO OHU TaK CUMIIATHI0O K HaM mposBisior! — CBera, cuieBIias
Ha JIaBOUKe I10 APYTyio ctopoHy Hukw, notsHynack. — Ha Gosnblliee OHM HE CTOCOOHBI.

- HGT, 9TO IMPOCTO OTTOr'0, YTO OHU 6OHTCH Hac... — INIOYTH HECJIbIIIHO, YYTh JIX HE IICIIOTOM,
Bo3pasuia Huka.

Caera TpsiXHyJIa CBOUMHU KyAPSIIKAMMU:

— Onu Hac 6osites?.. Kto Tede 31o ckazan? OHu Takue 3aauphl U 3a0MSKHU !

— Pynuk ckazain... — oHa mokpacHena. —  cirydaiiHO ycbliania, Kak OH CO CBOUM TOBAPHUIIIEM
pasroBapuBal. ..

— WHTepecHo, ¢ KeM 3TO OH TaK OTKpOBeHHHYAN?.. — cka3asia Mpa. Bee mogo3peBanu, 4yTo oHa
TaiHO B3JIbIXaeT 0 HukmHOM Opate, HO He ToIaBak BUAY. — 310pPOBO Obl OBLJIO Y3HATH!..

Huka ynpiOHynach:

— A BOT U He CKaxy, ¢ KeM OH pasroBapuBai! Tonbko peusb 1u1a 00 OYeHb U3BECTHOM HaM
ocobe! OHM ee 0OCy kA He Xyke Hac, 1eBYOHOK! U sI3pIKM y HUX ropasjio moraHee, 4eM y Hac!
Hy, xak nomerno!

— Hu-u-u-xa, MuieHbkasi, a KOro oHu oOcyxnanu?.. — 3aeno3wia nepea noapyrod HMpa. —
Ckaxu, moxasyicra. ..

— A BOT 1 He ckaxy! Bam ckaxelb, TOTOM 3TO BCEMY MOCENIKY CTaHeT U3BecTHO!.. Bpat Toraa
cpa3y MOXET MOHSATh, OTKY/IA BCE 3TO MOIILIO.

— Heuero toraa 6su10 pazeBatsb pot! — CBeTa nmokocuiack Ha MIpy. — A TO Ipa3HUIIb TOJIBKO. ..
Chymiaii, a oH Te0s BUIeN, 4To Jn?..

— Her. — Huka oTtpuiiatesisHO MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM. — $1 BBIIILIA BO ABOP, & BOT HA 9TOM CaMOM
MecTe OHHM CHJEIM W pasroBapuBajiu. $1 momonnia moduuxke, 4Tod y3HaTh, O KOM 3TO TOBAPHII[ €ro
ckazat: «Ecimu Obl He 9TO, MOXXHO OBLJIO OBl C HEW CJIAaBHO MPOBECTH BpeMsi»... A Opar ckaszal, 4To
OOUTCS CBA3BIBATHCS, TAK KaK MOTOM XJIOMOT He odeperibcsi! OHM CUUTAIOT HAC, IEBUOHOK, HETIpe/-
cKasyeMbIMH cyiectBamu! ['0OBOpSAT, UTO y HAC OJHO HA yMe BEPTUTCS — KakK Obl JIUIIIb OXMYPHUTb
napHs U KeHUTb Ha cebe!.. Bor.

Cgera uyTh JIM HE MOANPBITHYJIa HA JIABOYKE:

— Pa3 onu Te0s He BUEH, Yero ke Thl Oouribesa? Cama ke U cKaszajia, YTO OHU He XyKe Hac
TpeIuTioTcs. ...MoxeT, 3To cam ero ToBapwuiil pactpernan! Yero Thl, MpsSMO, KOTa 3a XBOCT TSHEIIb!
Pa3 nauana roBopuTh, Tak goroBapvBau!..

Npa ymonsome cmorpena Huke npsamo B por. Kazanocs, ele HEMHOIO, M U3 €€ CepbIX I1a3
Opb3HYT cie3bl. Y1 Huke crano xaib nogpyry.
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— Dt0 6bi1a Manbka Kosznosa. — Mpa Tskesio U pa3odapoBaHHO B3OXHY/a. — [Ipo Hee roBo-
PWIM TaK IJIOXO, YTO CTHIHO TIOBTOPSTH TH CJIOBA. . .

Cgera (bIpkHYJIa:

—Harmna, urto ckpeiBats! [la mpo ee moxoxkJeHus 4y Th JIM He Kaxaast co0aka B ocesike Operer!
Mos 6a0ka mpo Hee IaBHO TOBOPHUT, YTO OHA — ryismiasi! Jlake MaoneTok He MpomycKaer!..

— A s BoT BriepBble 00 3TOM cibliry! — Huka B3goxHy a 1 godasuia: — BooOie s cuuTaro,
HEXOPOII0 00CYXJaTh TO, O YeM He UMEEIIIb IOHATHUSI, U TIOTOM, 3TO He Haine fes10. OHa UMeeT MOJTHOe
MpaBo BeCTH cedsl TaK, Kak eil xouercsi! MaHbKa — B3pOCIIBIN YeNOBeK.

— 41 Toxe cuntaro Tak. JII0OAT 9TM GaOKM MepeMbIBaTh KOCTOUKH, JIIOOAT. — Mpa yisiOHynach. —
Xnebom He KopMmH, a Jai nocrietHndath! OcodenHo 3ta Kynenxa! A6comotHo Bce 3Haer! U kTo
Ha KOM JKEHWJICS, 1 KTO C KEM pa3BeJicsl, KTO KOTO MPOBOIMII, M KTO KOT'O IMoLesoBal.. .. Takoe Brie-
YaTJeHue, YTO OHA JaXe B IMOCTENU K APYTUM 3aJIa3HuT. ..

— A ThI Ye, He 3Haelllb, YTO JIM, YTO OHA BeuepsieT Y PaCKPBHITOro HaCTekb OKHA. — CBeTa XUXHUK-
HyJa. — Y Hee ke MpsMO 1MoJ] OKHOM JIaBOUKa CTOUT, U BCe, BO3BpAIasCh U3 KiIy0a, caasTcs Ha Hee. . .

Huxka ynusnenno B3nisinyna Ha Ceery.

— A mpaBzia Befib, Kak s paHblie o0 3ToM He gorajaanack?.. Hago xe!

Wpa HepoBepunBO BIMISIHY/IA HA TIOAPYT:

— Tak Beap 10 OKHA TaM MaJMCaTHUK, TAe-TO OKOJIO METpa. ..

— Houslo 310 He nomexa! Bce mpekpacHo cibliHO. .. — CBeTa CHOBA 3aXUXMKasda. — Y MeHs
cecTpa Kak-To 3ameTwia Oenblid maTok Kymenxu M ¢ Tex Mop CTOpPOHOW OOXOIUT 3JIOMOTYYHYIO
JIABOYKY ...

Huxka ynpioaynack. Koneuno ke, CBeta Obuia IpaBa. .. HaIo KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM MpeTynpeIuTh
Opara 00 OTKphITUH. Tak, YTOOBI OH HUYETO He 3aloI03PUIL.

— Her, a Bce-taku, MaHbka cama BUHOBaTa, YTO €€ CUMTAIOT TyJsiei!.. — 3ametmia Ceera. —
He Hao Tak sIBHO MOKa3bIBATh CBOW MHTEPEC. .. OHA ke, B OTKPBITYIO, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, Oeraer 3a pedsi-
TaMU. ..

Npa xmbIkHYy1A:

— 3aberaeinb, ecim Tede yxe TIyooko 3a aBaanars! OHa Belb, €CM Yepe3 roguK He BBIAJIET
3aMyk, TO OyJIeT CUMTAThCS 3aKOpEHEJION CTapou JeBoi! A KoMy XOdYeTcsl 3aCHICThCS B JIeBKax?
JIM4HO MHE — He XOTeJIoCh Obl!

— A 1, KaK TOJIbKO UCIIOJTHUTCS] BOCEMHAIIATh — TaK cpa3y 3aMyk noiay. He Oymy ®mate y Mopst
niorofsl. — CBeTa MHOTO3HAUMTEIBHO TIOCMOTpesia Ha TofIpyT. — 51 He coOupalch BOPOH CUMTATD!

— INoiipens, ecu mapa Oyner! — Huka Tsokeno B3/IOXHY/a, OyATO CKUHYJIA HETIOMEPHBIN TPy3
¢ wied. — U, eme, eciay moaoOusb. . .

— A uto — mo6oBb? { Ha 31O cMOTpeTh He Oymy. [1aBHOe, uyToOBl MeHs mooumm! Ha pykax
HOCWJIM, OBETHI JapUJIN. . .

Wpa 3aBUCTIIMBO B3AOXHYJIA:

— Meurats 0 KpaCI/IBOI;'I KU3HHU — HE BPCAHO. Ho ue BCEraa rnoayvdacTcsd Tak, Kak Mbl XOTUM. .. —
Huka ¢ uCKpeHHMM COUyBCTBHEM MMOCMOTpENA Ha noapyry. Mare Mpbl — MaTh-OAMHOYKA, B UX CEMbE
BCsI My’KCKasi padoTa JIS)KUT Ha KEHCKUX Tievax. Bee, — u 6aly1ka, u MaTh, 1 cama Mpa — Kak MOTJIH,
YIIPaBJISTUCH COOCTBEHHBIMU CHJIAMH IO XO3SICTBY. Ee 1eTckue pyKu Ha OIIyIib ObLTH rpyOOBaTHIMH,
MO30JIUCTBIMU. I[HI/IHH])IC " XyIbIC MaJIbIbI ¢ HEYXOKCHHBIMU HOI'TAMM Ha 60_HI>HII/IX JJAaAOHAX. .. I/Ipa
Ha JTI0J4X BCEraa UX NnpATalia UJiu 3a CIIMHY, WK B KapMaHBbI. Ecnu ke B koMnaHuu IMPUCYTCTBOBAJIN
MaJIbYMKH, OHa Bcera OoJibllle OTMATIMBAJIACK, JepKalaCh CKPOMHO U CTapaiach HE BBIACTATHCS.
OHa kak ObI CTECHSIaCh CBOEH MOIPOCTKOBOM YIJIOBATOCTH, HECKIATHOCTU. Ee BOCTpeHbKOE JIMIMKO
YeM-TO HAlIOMUHAJIO MBIIIMHYI0 MOP/IOUKY... U 3apaHee, CIIOBHO CMUPHBIIUCH CO CBOEH YYacThIO,
I/Ipa TOTOBMUJIACh CTaTb UMEHHO OI[HOﬁ N3 CCPECHbBKUX MBILICK. — BPCIIHO — HE€ BpE€AHO. .. €CJIM HEC MCY-
TaTb, TO JKU3Hb HE B padOCTh. A Korjga Me4yTaciib, TO IMTOYTU BCETAa Pa309apOBbIBACHIBCA. . .

CBeta CKJIOHWJIA CBOIO OEJIOKYPYIO TOJIOBKY Ha OOK:
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— Ho meutath Hajo Tak, 4TOOBI HE OTPBHIBATHCS OT PEATbHOCTH.

— Tebe-To Jerko roBOpHTH, ThI MOXOXA Ha KyKJy! A Kydga JneBaTbcsl TakuM, Kak s? — Mpa
MOCMOTpea Ha cuasiyio psagom CBeTy, B €e rojoce MOCIbIIIAIUCh cie3bl. — HU KOKU, HU POKH. ..

Cgerta 3acTeHUMBO yIbIOHY/Iach. Eif HpaBUIIOCh, KOT/Ia Ha Hee oOpamany BHUMaHue. C Majibix
JIET IPYBBIKJIA OHA CJIBILIATh B CBOM ajpec cjioBa BocxuieHus. Korna nos3pociena, Koo He Moiy-
Yajia OHa IPUBBIUHYIO MOPLUIO0 AUpUpaMOOB, ee HacTpoeHHe KatacTpoduuecku nagano. Kazanocs,
KaKOW-TO Oec BCesiics B Hee M BCeMU CHJIaMU cTapasicsi JOOUThCS kenaeMoro. CBeTHHBI palyKHbIe
I71a3a, — CEpoOBaThie M0 KpasM U KapHe y caMoro 3payka, — OKaliMJIEHHbIE JUIMHHBIMU ITYyIIACTHIMU
pECHUIIAMU, HAUMHAJIM TIPSIMO-TAaKM METaTh MOJIHUU B CTOPOHY TOT'O, KTO HE YI0CTOWJI €€ CBOMM BHU-
MaHHEM.

Hecmotpst Ha BCI0 BHEIHIOI U BHYTPEHHIOI HETIOXOKECTb, BCE TPU MOAPYKKHU-POBECHULIBI
OTJIMYHO TIOHMMAJIM APYT Apyra W Bceraa aepxkaauch Bmecte. OObeAnHsNA UX JeBUYbS MEUTa. ..
Meura 0 pagyKHOM M CYaCTIIMBOM Oy/ayIeM, I7ie CKa304HBII MPHHI] pUeAeT 32 HUMU Ha «Bosre»
1 YBE3€eT UX B CBOIO CTpaHy, y KOTOPOW TaKOe CIaAKoe, HEXKHOE U JJACKOBOE Ha3BaHUE — .110008b. VIX
COBCEM €lIe AETCKUX JIYyII YKe JIETOHBKO KOCHYJIOCH IIPO3PAYHOE KPbLIO 3TOM HEBEAOMOM MTHULIBI. . .

Huka BcrioMHMIIa CBOIO TIOCJIEHIO MOE3/Ky K 0adyiike. B mepBbliil ske Bedep OHa BbIILIA
K JIEBOYKAM IOCHIETh Ha OpeBHAaX, JIeKAIMX TaM elle C He3anaMsTHBIX BpeMeH. UyTh MOmo3xe
K HUM TIPUCOCAMHIIACH KyuKa pedsT, Cpeau KOTOPbIX U ObLJT HE3HAKOMBIN OET0OPBICHIA MaJbUuK.
Kak Huka y3Hasia motom, ero poaureNy rnepeexaiy B JEPEBHIO U3 ropoaa. Banepka (Tak 3Bajau TOro
HE3HAKOMIIa) CTaJl BCSYECKHU MpOsBIATh K Huke 3Haku BHMMaHus. HenmpuBbIKIas K TakoMy oOpa-
LIEHUI0, OHA BHaYaJle OYeHb cMylnasiack. [la, eciv cpaBHUBaTh 3TOro Banepky ¢ ee 1pyrom Jercrsa
Jlemieit, B raJTaHTHOCTH, KOHEYHO, OH 3HAYMTEJIHLHO MPOUTPHIBAJI TopoAckoMy Masibuuky. Ho Jlera
ObLJT CBOM, Kak Obl POTHOM. .. OHU BMecTe pociu. A Basepka... OoH HeMHOro HacTopaxuBasl Huky.

VYenpimap ot 6a0yIIKy B OHO MPEKPACHOE YTPO BhIpaKEHHE: «TYT TeOs JOKUIAETCs] TOPOLI-
CKOM xaxaJsib», Huka npusagymainace. [Touemy 31o — «xaxanb»? Kakoe-1o HenpusiTHOe cioBo. Y Hee
HEBOJILHO BOZHHKJIM HEKMe accoruaiyi. .. Hy, TOuHO HameKkaroiee Ha Te OTHOIICHH S, KaKue ObLIH
y Matepu c Jsneit Beneid. A eii Bce 9TO ol Kak He HPaBUJIOCH!

Kaxk 6 TamM HU OBLTO, BHIXOAUT, uTO HHKe TOXe He MPUXOIMIOCH JKaJIOBaThCsl HA OTCYTCTBUE
BHUMaHMsI CO CTOPOHBI IIPOTUBOMOJIOKHOTO Mona. Ho oHa BocmprHMMaia Bee 3To Oosiee CIoKOMHO,
yeM noapyru. Ee mummb oropuasno, uto Jlema cedst ¢ Hell Ben Tak ke, Kak U paHbie. CIOBHO OHa
ObL1a HEe JIEBYOHKOM, a OOBIYHBIM MAllAHOM M3 MX KOMIIAHUH. .. OYTO OH HE XOTeJ BUIETh B HEH TO,
yto yBuen Banepka. Koneuno, Beb oH, Banepka, rona Ha qBa Oyaet nocrapiie Jlemm. .. A 'y Jlemm
B TOJIOBE CHJIE/IA COBCEM APYIMe MHTEPECH], BECbMa JIajleKhe OT TeX, KOTOPbIE BUTAIN B TOJIOBYILKE
y cTpeMuTenbHO B3poceiommeil Huku. Ee TeMHO-pychie BOIOCH MATKO 0OpamMIIsTd BeCbMa MUJIO-
BUJIHOE, C IMyXJICHPKUMH IIeYKaMH, JIUIO. SIMouka Ha mogOoposke U Kapue BUIIHMU IJ1a3... BrionHe
3aypsiiHasi BHEIITHOCTb, KOTOpasi He Opocaetcs B ri1a3a. [lopoit, paccmarpuBas ceds B 3epkasie, Huka
ropopuia cee, 4TO TaKuX, Kak OHa, — Ha cBeTe MHoro. U, 3Hauut, Bce B ee pykax. Korna-uHuOynp
Jlema MoCMOTPHUT Ha Hee COBCEM MHave, He Tak, KaK Ha «CBOEro mapHs». Torma ona, Huka, Oymer
cyacT/IMBa Ha Bce CTO nporieHToB! Hano yuib a5 3Toro Habparbest TepIieHus1, U Bce OyeT XOpOIIIO.

Tem BpeMeHeM uX KU3Hb IIJ1a cBouM depenom. Korna Pynuka 3abpanu B apmuio, MaTh Mpu-
B€Jla HOBOT'O COXHUTEJIsl, KOTOphIM nocenuics y Hux. K Huke oH oTHOcHiIcs HOpMasbHO, Ja U cama
OHa BOCITPYHMMAJIA BCE KaK JODKHOe. [J1aBHOE OBLIO TO, UTO 3TOT COXKUTENb HE XJIECTal BOJKY CTa-
KaHaMM U He KypaxXWJICsl, HE Kadyajl CBOMX MpaB B UX jJoMme. [1o yrpaM oH yxoaui BMecTe ¢ MaTepbio
Ha padoTy, a BEeYepOM — MPUXOIWI, W, B LEJIOM, XU3Hb Y HUX HUCKOJIBKO HE M3MEHWJIACh, TEKJIa
TaK K€ pa3sMEepeHHoO U crokoitHo. Ho cama Huka. .. BHyTpeHHe OHa MeHsuIach U, 3a4acTylo, Iyrajach
cama ceOst U CBOMX MBbICJIEH, KPYTHBIIHMXCS y Hee B rosioBe. K ToMy ke eil HeBBIHOCUMO 3aXO0TeJIOCh
BHUMaHMsI K COOCTBEHHOW TIEPCOHE, U HE OT KOro-mod0, a IMEHHO OT Jlemu, KOTopbiid Besl cedst Kak
OOBIYHO U, KaK Ka3aJI0Ch, HU O YeM He rmojo3peBa. CaMoli c/ieaTh MepBblii Imar — oHa ceOst He MorJia
3aCTaBUTh, TAK KaK 3TO MPOTHUBOPEYMIIO ee MpuHIMIaM. M motom, oHa He 3a0blj1a TOT JaBHUI pasro-
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BOD, MPOU3OIIEANTNI MEKTy HUMU, KOTJIa €ro poauTesN TO3HAKOMUJIM ee Math ¢ Jsiaeit Beneid. Huka
HaJeslach, YTO M ee JpYr JAETCTBa Bce MOMHUT. OIHAKO BCKOpE MPEICTaBUIICS CIyvall yOeauThCs
B 0OpaTHOM.

Huka cuzena 3a ypokamu, Korjaa B oM 3aren Jlema, npuHecst ¢ co0oil KiyObl MOPO3HOTO
BO3/yXa.

— Ilpuser!

Huka ynpiGHynach:

— ITpuser. ITpoxoau.

Jlema, cHsIB cBOW MOMYITYOOK ¥ MSATHUCTYIO KPOJIAYBIO IIANKY C PACTOIBIPEHHBIMHU B Pa3HBIE
CTOPOHBI YIIIaMH, NTOTUPasi 3aMep3LINe PyKH, CKa3all:

— Ox u xonoapeira Ha yauie! Xortesn Ha BhiceJKM K Mutbke cOeratsb, Ja nepeaymai. Pemmin
K TeOe 3aiTh. [Tokasnskarh HaO.

— Hy 4ro %, 1aBaii nokajiskaeM. .. — coracuiach Huka, 3aX710MHyB yueOHHUK 1 pa3BepHYBILIUCH
K HeMy oM. — O yeMm xe?

CeB Ha 3aCTeJICHHBI cepbiM OAKOBBIM OfIESITIOM JIMBAH, OH OKMHYJI 3HAKOMYIO U JJOBOJILHO-
TaKM CKPOMHYIO 0OCTaHOBKY KOMHATHI. OKOJIO TIPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOM CTEHBI CTOsIIA JKeJIe3Hasi KPOBaTh,
3a00TJIMBO YOpaHHAsI U C TOPOU TIOYIIEK, PSIIOM C HEl — TPeXCTBOPYATHIN MIU(OHBEP ¢ OONBIIM
3epKajioM Ha JBeple nocepeake. Y OKHa Haxomwics CTol, 3a KotopbiM cuaena Huka, a mo npy-
T'YIO CTOPOHY OOJIBIIION PYCCKOM TeUr, 3aHUMAIOITel OOJBIIYI0 YacTh KOMHATHI, B OTKPBITYIO TBEPb
HEeOOJBINION KOMHATYIIKA BUIHEJCS Kpaill 3armpaBieHHON PO30BBIM KUTANCKKUM TOKPHIBAJIOM KpO-
BaTH C OBAJIbHBIM 3€PKaJIOM, BUCEBLIMM Ha cTeHe. HeBaaneke, kak nomuui Jlema, tam crosiia srta-
JKepKa ¢ yueOHMKaMU M aKKyPaTHOM CTOMOYKOM CTApPBIX Ta3eT. .. YIOTHO MypJIbIKaJIa MoJocarasi KOIKa
II0 COCEJICTBY C HUM, Ha JUBaHE. Y HUX TOXE, 1O HEJABHETO BPEMEHH, CTOSLI TAKOW ke, C BAJIUKAMU
1o 6okam. Pomutein 3aMeHIITH ero Ha HOBBIH, pacKJiafHOM. Eci ero pa3iokuiib — Ha HEM 3aIpoCcTo
MOKET YMECTHUTBCS AaXKe TPU YEIOBEKa.

— Chymaii, Tel MOWJEIH CMOTPETh Oasi-Mackapan?

Huka noxana neyamu:

— He 3Har0, 10 Hero elie oYty ABe Heaeau. .. A yero?..

Jlenra normaguit MUPHO MypPJIBIKABIIYIO KOLIKY:

— 3Haelb, TYT y MEHS OfIHA MbIC/IS MOSBUIIACH... — OH XUTpO nocMmotpen Ha Huky. — Ho g
HE 3Hal0, KaK MHE CJIeJiaTh Jiydie... Bor cMotpH, eciu tedbe OyaeT KTo-HUOYOb OKa3blBaTh 3HAKU
BHUMaHMsI, Thl KaK 9TO BOCIIPUMEIIIH?

3apnesiasicss Huka HejoyMeHHO TOCMOTpesia Ha Jipyra:

— Hy, 61 myneie Bonpoch! 3agaenisb, Jlexa! Koneuno ke, MHe 310 OyaeT O4eHb MPUATHO. ..
JoOpoe cI0BO, HEe TO YTO BHUMaHKE, M KOIIKe Oy/IeT MPUATHO!

— Hy, 310 A3, HO... TYT Takoe JeJ0... — OH HEMHOI'O HepeIUTEIbHO 3amsiiics. — MHe HpaBUTCS
OfIHA JIEBUOHKA, HO BOKPYT Hee pedsiTa Tak M KPYTATCS, U sI, YeCTHO TOBOPsI, HE 3HAI0, KaK CIesaTh
TaK, YTOOBI OHA 0OpaThia Ha MEHsI BHUMAHHUE. . .

YV Huku HenpusTHO noxosofeso B rpyau. «Heyxenu 3to Cetka?..» — ogymMasia oHa, a BCIyX
MIPOU3HECA:

— Yro-T0 51 TeOs1 He moiiMy ... CaM TOBOPHIILIb, YTO «ECTh MBICIIsI», U B TO K€ BPeMsI — CIIpaIlIu-
Baelllb Y MEHsI COBETa, KaK ClesIaTh Tak, YTOOBI IEBYOHKA oOpaTuia Ha TeOs BHUMaHue ! ..

— Hy, nonumaersp, st TyT Kynui OUJIeT. .. s... — OH BIOXHYJI OOJIbIIe BO3/yXa U BHIIOXHYT: — S
XO4y TMOIAPUTD €T0 €i, BIIOJIHE MOXET ObITh TaK, YTO OH BBHIMTPHILIIHBIN. .. OHa, MOXET, MOCJie MHE. . .

— CMoTps 4TO Ha Hero Bhimajiet!.. — nepeduna ero Huka. Eii Bopyr craso oueHb TOCKJIUBO. —
Ecmu o1 meents B Buay CBETKy, TO C Heil 3TOT HoMep He mnpoiaer! Pa3Be uTo BbIMager Ha 3TOT
OWJIeT BBIUTPBIII — MaiiHa «Bonra»!..

Jlema 3axJionan riazamu.
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— Otkyna s tebe «Bomry» Bo3bmy?! Cama 3Haelllb, YTO Yy HAac B JIOMe KyJIbTYphl BCerjaa
Ha OUJIETHI KpyITHee BBIMIPHIIIA, YeM TOPT U OyThIJIKa HIaMIIAHCKOTO, — He ObUIO!..

— Torpa Moxerb 61arornoayIHo 3a0bITh PO CBETKY!.. — C JIETKUM OTTEHKOM JIOCaIbl OYy/ITO
nonsiToxkmia Huka. — BHenmHOCTh y TeOst 00bIYHaS, @ 9TO 3HAYMT, YTO IIAHCOB Y TeOs — HOJIb.

Jlema pa3o4apoBaHO B3/I0XHYN M, BUIHO, HEKOTOPOE BPEMs IBITAJICS MPUKUHYTh B YMe, UTO
Terepb eMy MPeANPUHSITS.

3arsnyBIeecs Moyanue npepsaia Huka, eil crano %ajib CBOEro ToBapuia:

— CoBepImm HEUTO Takoe, YTOObl y Hee I71a3a Ha 100 nonesmu! Torma, MoxeT, y TeOs1 1 Toy-
YHTCS. .. A elle JIydlle, — MOUIIM Koro nockpomuee. He onHa e oHa y Hac B kJacce!

— Thl e MaHKy 10 CHX TIOp He emib! A 3TO — MMOYTH YTO OOUHAKOBO!.. — mapuposan Jlema. —
Jlpyrue MHe He HYKHBI. . .

Huxka bipkHYya, MHITasCh CKPHITh CBOE UCTUHHOE COCTOSTHUE:

— Cpasuaui!.. To — karna, a To — yesioBek ! CBeTka — He MaHHas Kama! M motom, ecim yxk Ha TO
TOILJIO, TO 51 MOTY ceOsl 3aCTaBUTh ChECTh TO, UTO MHE HE HpaBUTCs !

— Oit mu?! — Jlema ¢ HegoBepreM MOCMOTpeN Ha Hee. — YUTO-TO s COMHEBAIOCh !

OHa BcKoumMIIa Co CTyna:

— Tet MHe He Bepuiib?.. Thl MHE He Be-epH-uIlb?.. — npoTsHy1a Huka. — Xouemn, s TeGe
JOKaKY, 4TO 51 MOT'Y 3TO cesarh?!

OH HenoBEPYMBO NMOCMOTPEIT HA Hee U YJIBIOHYJICS:

— YectHO? S cOMHEBAIOCH, YTO THI CMOJKEIID 3TO CAEJIATh!

— Criopum, 4To 51 cheM 3Ty Kanty! — Huka copBasiack ¢ Mecta 1, moadesxaB K cTosiiiei Ha Taby-
pere MEeKTPUYECKOr TUIMTKE, BCYHYJIa ee IHYp B po3eTky. Eil Hago ObLJI0 YTO-TO AesaTh, YTOOBI
CKPBITh 4yBCTBa, 0OypeBamwiIiue eo. — Cnopum?! Ha uro?..

— Jla XOTb Ha 3TOT JIOTePEHBIN OWIeT!.. — eMy He3aMeTHO Tepeiaioch JTUXOPAJ0UYHOE COCTOSI-
Hue Huku. — Eciii Thl CMOXKeEIIb CheCTh XOTh JIOKKY ITOM Kallk, TO OH — TBO!

Huka mMeTHynach B ceHH, Tjie CTOSUIM OAHKH C YTPEITHUM MOJIOKOM. [11ecHyB ero B IMTPOBYIO
KPY)XKY, OHa MOCTaBI/Ia OaHKY Ha TOJI, a KPY)KKY Ha TUIMTKY ¥ MOTSIHYJIach 32 MAHHOHM KPYIIOH, CTO-
sSIer B makeTe Ha nosike. Huvero He roBopsi, OHa, MOMeEIIMBasi, CBapuiia KUICHBKYIO Kallly U HaJo-
KUJIa B TapeJIKy.

[TocraBuB ee Ha cro, Huka mocmotpena Ha Jlenny, ckenTuyecky HaOMIONAIOIIETO 3a Hell.

— Tr1 — Gynemb?.. — OH OTPHUILIATEIBLHO MOKaYasl royioBoid. Torga oHa, TSKeNO B3JOXHYB, B3sia
U3 SIIMKA KyXOHHOTO CTOJIA, CTOSIIIETO B 3aKyTKE Yy TIeUH, JIOKKY U CTaja CTOsl, MPSAMO Tepe HUM,
€CTb.

C ynuBnenuem cMoTpsi Ha HuKy, Ha Tapenky, B KOTOPO# MOTUXOHEUKY yObIBaJIO Karu, Jlemna
npucBuctHyJI. OH Bcerga ayman, uyro Huka He crmocoOHa ceOsi 3aCTaBUTh CheCTh cedsl TO, UTO e
He T0 BKYCy. A ceiiuac OHa Ha ero rja3ax orpoBepraia 3T0...

— Hy, uro?.. — mob6emHo OnecHyB ra3amu, Huka mocryyasa JIOKKOW TO MYCTOW Tapesike. —
Crpen?!

— Huk, TbI — repoii!.. — OH BOCXHUIIIEHHO IMOCMOTPE Ha Hee. — DTO — MOCTYIOK, Thl — Motozel! —
Jlema mogoIen K Bealike U JA0CTal U3 KapMaHa CBOETO MOJyIIyOKa 3JI0MONYYHBIN JIOTEPEHHBIH
ouner. On noyoxw ero niepen Hukoit Ha cron. — OH TBOM!

— A xak xe Cetka?!

— A uto — CBetka? 41 emie KyIuo. .. — OH CHOBa HAaIIPaBHWJICS K BeIIaJIKe U HAXJIOOYyUJMIT Ha ceOst
IaIKy, HaJes MoMynIyOoK, BaJieHKU. — JIaHo, s, TIOXKaJyH, oWy . . .

W Boimen. Huka crpagaibyecku CMOPHIMIIACH M, MUHYTY CITYCTsI, CTPEMUTEIIHHO MoAdexaia
K pykoMoiHMKY. Ee BbIpBaJIO. ..

[Mpumenmas ¢ paboTel MaTh 3aCTajia CBOKO JOYb 3apeBaHHOM, ¢ omyxImm HocoM. [Tocnas cBo-
ero COXHTENsl B JPYTrylo KOMHATY, OHA MOJIONUIA K JJOUEpU U TPEBOXKHO 3aryisiHy/a eil B ria3a. Huka,
YTKHYBIIIUCh B MaTepHHCKOE IIJIEYO, OMATh Oe3yTelHO pa3pbliaaiack. Eil kazanock, 4To BeCh MUP
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OOpYIIMIICS, M OHA HE 3HaJIa, YTO TeTiephb jenarh. MaTb, yCIbIaB pacckas I04epH, B3I0XHYB, TOJIBKO
cujIbHEe MpuXkana K cede ee xyaeHbkue ruieun. [mags Huky mo ronose, oHa Jgymasna, 4rto, IOXOXKe,
AETCTBO OCTAJIOCH MO3a[IH. . .

— Bort u BbIpocna Thl y MeHsl. .. 3Haelllb, YTO s clieiaia epBbIM AeJIOM, KOT/a MPHIIUIA TOMON
C MEpBOrO CBUAAHMSA .. — TUXO HAPYIIWJIA 3aBHCIIYIO TUIIUHY MaThb. HUKa MojgHsiIa rojoBy M yauB-
JIEHHO MOCMOTpeia Ha Hee. — §] 3abpajiach Ha Meub U cTajla UTPaTh B KYKJIHL. ..

— CkonbKo xe TeOe Toraa 0buto JieT? — Huka Tsikesno, Kak HapeBeBIIUICS peOSHOK, B3/IOXHYJIA.

— Mosxer, 4yTh mocTapiiie Teos. . .

— A s yXe JaBHO IiepecTasia UrpaTh B KYKJIbL. .. — U OISTh MOCIBIIIAIICS €€ TSKENbIN B3/I0X.

— A mspKy, 9TO y TeTIepenHuX JeTeld BOOOIIe MHTEPECH APYTHeE. . . s BOT TOJIBKO TeNepb MOHSLIA,
YTO THI Y MEHSI YK€ BBIPOCIA. .. YTO TBOE CEPIEUKO TOXke TpeOyeT K cebe BHUMAHUS. . .

Huka cHOBa npumkasnace K Marepu.

— Ma, uro MHe Temepb Aenarh?.. — B €€ rojioce CHOBA MOCIBIIIAINCH ciie3bl. — 1 He Hpas-
JHOCh eMYy. ..

— Hy uto0 nenars?.. — Math caenana HeOObIIyIO May3y. — Bynens xuth kak xuna. Ha Jlemke
9TOM CBET KJIMHOM He coruerncs. .. S monumaio, 3to tpyaHo. Ho BodmoxHo. [loromy 4ro, eciu Thl
CTaHeIlTb U3 KOXH BOH JIe3Th, UTOOBI OH OOpaTUiI Ha TeOst BHUMaHHUE, — TOJILKO XyXke cesaelb. Ecium
pedsTa BUIAT, UTO IEBOYKH 3aMHTEPECOBAHBI B HMX, OHU HAYMHAIOT BECTH ceOs1 OYeHb HEKPACHUBO. . .

—DTO0 KaK B CTUXaX... ICBUOHKA B3/IbIXajIa-B3/IbIXaja M0 HEMY, a OH B3sUI M OTIIYITUII €e. . .

VY matepu nosiBIIIach yJbIOKa Ha ryoax.

— MOXHO cKkazaTb, 4TO TakK... M MOoTOM, KOT/1a IeBOYKa HaYUMHAET Oerarhb 3a MAIbUYMKOM, OKPY-
JKalolye HAYMHAIOT HaJl Hell CMesIThCSl. A 3TO OYeHb HETPHUSITHO.

— JleBouka nomkHA ObITH TOpAo¥? — Huka BHOBB MOCMOTpESIa Ha MaTh.

— Jla... PebsATa He yBaXalT TeX JAEBYOHOK, KOTOpHIE, 3a0BIB 000 BCeM Ha cBeTe, Oeraior
3a Humu. Tebe HpaButcs Jlemka? — Yto xk, Ha 310poBbe! Byb emy npyrom. [loBepue ipyroro Toxe
Hemasio crouT! OH Belb PSIIOM, BBI BCET/Ia MOKETe OMOYb IpyT Apyry. Korma-HuOyab OH Bce paBHO
OLICHUT TBOIO MTPEAHHOCTb . . .

— Ho emy Oyner npaButhest CBeTka... — oOpeueHo npousHecia Huka u onsth B3AOXHY/A. —
Koneuno, ona — kpacuBasi!

— Ho 181 y Mens Toxe kpacaBunia! [Tpocto To, 4TO HaXOOUTCs y HAC O] OOKOM, MBI HE BCe-
raa 3ameyaeM. Mbl K 9TOMy MpUBBIKIH. .. JlagHo, He ropioii! Bee Oyaer xopormo. [laBaii-ka, Jiydiie,
HaKpbIBaTh Ha cTOJ. $1 ymupaio ¢ ronopa!

W oHu cTaim roTOBUTHCS K YKUHY.

...Ha Owuner, ocraBiennsiii Torna Jlemed, Huka BbMrpana pOCKOIIHBIN OONBIIYIIUN TOPT.
A Cgete ganm O0JbIIYI0 KOPOOKY € CIOPIIPH30M M 3aCTABHJIM HA CIIEHE ke OTKPBITh. [1o1 HeyeMHbIit
XOXOT CHJISIIIMX B 3aJie 3pUTesiel OHa M3 rPyIbsl 00EPTOUHBIX OyMar N3BJeKIa MaJICHbKOTO, 3aBepHY-
TOTO B MaTepuaThlii KOHBEPT KYKJICHKA B YelIIe. .. OH 3alIPOCTO YMEIaJics Ha ee JIaJoIIKe.

— Hy, teneps ectb CBeTke KOro HsHbKaTh!.. — cMesich, foma Huka pacckasbiBaia Matepu. —
A 51 x0Tb ciagkoro Haemcs! 3ps Jlemka oTkaszaics NpUTH K HaM Ha 4ail. ..

Tak BOT, BMecTe ¢ TeM HOBOTOJHUM TOpToM, HuKka, Ka3anoch, chesa M CBOIO JIETCKYIO TIPUBSI-
3aHHOCTh K CBOEMY HEM3MEHHOMY JIPYTY JIETCKUX JIET.
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111

Ha Oxta6pbckue npazaHuku Pynuk BepHyscs nomoil. Huka ¢ Mateppio XJIONOTalIM ¢ MUPO-
ramM y me4u, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT OTKPbUIACh ABEPb, M HA MOPOre MOSBUJICS MOJIOION COJAAT C YEMO-
JaHOM B pykax. Huka, B3BU3rHYB OT PafioCTH, pUHYJIach K OpaTy 1 MOBHUCJIA Y HEroO Ha 1Iee. .. MaTh
OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH BHAYaJsIe Ipycesia Ha Kpaelek TadypeTa, a HOTOM, CJIOBHO OIIOMHUBILIMCh, BCKO-
YKJIa ¥ YCTPEMMIIach K ChIHY. MUHYT IISITh OHU BCE TPOE CTOSLI, OOHSBIINCH, Y Topora. [Torom Huka
OYKBaJIbHO CTaluiIa ¢ Opara IIUHENb, MANKY-YIIaHKy W MOTAllIa ero K AuBaHy. Martb, yTupas
NepeJHUKOM CJIE3bl paJIOCTH, CTajla XJIONOTaTh ¢ 00EIO0M.

Beuepom 4yTh s He Bes ynuna Oblia y HUX. I'ynsinu Ha ciaBy. Pynuk ¢ ToBapuilem Ha MOTO-
IMKJIE Che3aniM 3a 6alymkoil B qepeBHI0. M oHa BMecTe ¢ Marepbio Huku u camoit Hukoii BbIris-
e UMEHUHHUIIAMY Ha MPa3JHUYHOM 3acTOlIbe. A Kak ke MHaye, €CIM X MYXKUYMHA — BHYK, ChIH
1 6paT — OKOHUIJI CITyk0y B apMuu. [IBa roga nposnereny oAHUM MOMEHTOM, XOTh M TIOHAYaJTy Bpemst
TSAHYJIOCh Y>KacHO MeJIeHHO. .. Ho Teneps 310 Bee no3aau.

— Kypna x Tbl Teneps?.. — cipocuil OABBINMUBIIME cocest y Pyauka, cobupasiierocst 3akypuTh
chrapery.

— Ha paboty Oyny ycrpamBatbcs!.. — ordekanmn 6pat. A Huka Ha MrHOBEHbe Jaxke 3a:KMypH-
Jach W, YIIUITHYB ceOsl 3a pyKy, OTKpbula ma3a. Eil Bce He BepHiIOCh, 4TO OH JoMa. — BOT Tombko
HEMHOI'0 JJOMa CIIEJIal0 CBOM JIeJIa. .. XO3SICTBO MOAIPABIIIO, A [IOTOM YK 3aiiMyCh COOOH.

Ha, paGoThl y Hero OpUIO HABAJIOM: U3rOPOIH TIOKOCHIIUCH, TPO3KJIA BOT-BOT YIacTh, a B capae,
I71e CTOsIa KOPOBa, MOSBWJIMCH OOJIBLIYIIME IIEJW U TeIUIO BbILYBAJIO... MATEPUH COXMUTEIb HU
K YyeMy He Kacajcsl, a He3aJoaro 10 Bo3BpauieHus Pyauka ucues, OyATo M He OBUIO €ro COBCEM.
VK 4TO cilyyrsioch Ha 3TOT pa3, — Huka Tepsutack B forajnkax... Ho He3amonro 1o ero ucuesHose-
HHSI MaTh NIPUIIUIA ¢ pabOTHl paHbllle BpEMEH! M O4YeHb paccTpoeHHas. Korna oH Toxe mpwiiesn, oHu
C MaTepblo 3aKPbUIMCh B KOMHATE U O YEM-TO TaM JIOJI'0 TOBOPHMJIM Brosrosoca. .. Jlo Huku unoii pa3
JOHOCHJIHCH roJIoca, HO OHa He Morvia pa3oopars cioB. C storo aHs Huka 3ameTtniia, 4to MaTh U3Me-
HWIack. B ee ma3zax nosBuiach Kakas-To Mevyaib, TOCKA, IPYCTh... MOXET, 9TO W3-3a MPOIABLIETO
COXXMTEJSI, @ MOXET, U ellle U3-3a 4ero apyroro. Huka 6osiach cipocuts y Matepu npuiuHy... Ei
AyMaJjioch, 4TO, €M Hajlo OyleT, MaTh cama el ckaxeT. Cama. A 1oka OHa TOJIbKO ¥ TOBOPUJIA C Hell
o ee Oymymiem Beioope. [locne okoHuaHMs1 BocbMIJIeTKM Huka riiaHrpoBaia nocrymnarh B reJjaroru-
YECKOe YUMJIMIIE, XOTesa BblyUUThCSl HA BOCIIUATATES.

— Jait Bor, Tol moctynuib 1 Oyaemis Ipyu npodeccHy. .. — B3apIxajia Math. — S Oymy 3a TeOs
CIOKOMHa!

Ona nouemy-To Tereps JII0OOH pasroBOp 3aKaHUMBAJIa 3ToW (ppasoil. W crama yame Bcno-
MHHaTh O bore, XoTsi HUKOrAa He OTIMYAIach OCOOOI PEJIMIMOZHOCTBIO. Y HHX B CEMbE BOOOIIE
HHKTO He Bepu B Bora, naxe korma ymep otel, npo BceeBbliHero oco60-1o 1 He BCIIOMHUHAIIH. ...
A 'y 6aOyIIKy MKOHBI B KPAaCHOM YIUTY CTOSUIM JIMIIb TIOTOMY, YTO 3TO € J0CTAIOCh MO HACIECTBY,
oT poguteneil. Huka HuKkoraa He BUea y Hee 32X KE€HHYIO JIAMITIAJIKY ... HUKoraa. Tenepb ke 3ToT
MKOHOCTAaC NepekoueBasl K HUM. M math crasia o Beyepam MOJOJTY BbICTauBaTh Nepes oOpazamu,
HEeyMeJ0 MOJIUJIACh.

Bckope npuunHa npousomeariei nepemMeHsl crana sicia. CoopaB Bcex Ha COBET, MaTh CO00-
IMJIa, YTO HEM3JIeYMMO OOJIbHA U €l MIPEJICTONT Jiedb B OONMbHUIYY. Bpar K TOMy BpeMEeHH MOXHO
CKa3arh YTO KEHWJICS, ¥ KUJI Y KAKOW-TO MOJIOJOH KEHIIMHBI B TOPOJE.

— Pynuk, noxanyiicra, He Opocail CECTpEeHKY... ei ellle HaJo BhIyuuThCs. baOymka Oymer
PAIIOM, HO U OHA YK€ HEMOJIOJA. .. — MaTh BCXJIMIHYJIA.

Pynuk kak-To 3906KO0 MOEKMICS. .. IOCMOTPEB Ha MaTh, OH HEPBHO BBITAILIWJI CUT'APETY U3 JIeXka-
111ell Ha CToJIe MAaYKy U JPOKAIMMU pyKaMu 3acyHyi ee B poT. Huka cunena npuinmoneHHas crpaii-
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HOW HOBOCTBIO, M KOTJIa Y MaTepy Ha IJ1a3ax MOSBWIIMCH CJIe3bl, OHA BCKOYMJIA CO CTY/Ia U OpOCHIIach
K Hell B OOBATHS.

— Mawma, mamouka! MosxeT, Bpaur ormmOauchk! Thl — BbIJIEUMIIIBCS, S B 9TOM yBepeHa! Bouie-
YUIIbCA. .. Bee OyieT XopoIno, BOT yBUIMIIIH!

— Her, nouka, K coxajeHuIo, BCE TaK U €CTh... Y HAC €Ille HE YMEIOT ITO JieunuTh. He ymeror. ..

— Mawma, HO pa3Be ke Bpauu roBOPSIT O TaKOM JquarHose?.. — roioc Pyauka npoxan. — Takoe
Be/Ib HeJIb3s TOBOPUTH OoibHOMY ! OTKY/IA TH 9TO B3sJ1a?

— 41 cnyvaiiHO yBHJeNa 3amKch B CBOEW KapTOUKe... JIa U yxke OOJbIIe MOTyrojia MeHsl Bpauu
1o kabuHeTaM TOHSIOT. Terepb BOT TOBOPAT, UTO JICUUTHCS HAIO. [1OCHIIAIOT B OHKOIIGHTP. .. a 3TO
TOBOPHT CaMo 3a ceOs. ..

— HapepHsika, 3T0 Kakoe-To Hejopazymenue. Bot yBuauiib, Mamouka! — Huka crana raauTth
MaTh TIO TOJIOBE, KaK MJICHBKOTO peOeHKa. — Bpauu ormmoOIucs. .. ommoImch.

— Ecim 910 Tak, 10 g ObUIa OBl CAMOU CYACTIIMBOM, TaK KaK g OOJIBIIE BCErO HA CBETE XOTea Obl
MOHSTHYUTH COOCTBEHHBIX BHYKOB — BAllIMX JeTei !

— Mawma, THI ellle UX MOHSHYHUIIb, U CBabO0y MbI ele ceirpaeM! M BooOiItie, Thl Oy/Ielb KUTh
nonro-aoiro! Tel y HaC OjiHa-€IMHCTBEHHAs, U Thl — HY’)KHA HaM, HykHa! — PyuK nojoiiien Kk marepu
1 OOHST ee 3a 1iedn. — Mama, Thl HaM OYeHb HyKHa!..

Ha BeceHHMX KaHMKy/ax, KOrJga Math Jiexkana B 001acTHOM lieHTpe, Huka u Pynuk noexanu
K Het, B OonbHMIy. JJoMa ocranack 6a0yika, KOTopasi, 3aKpbIB CBOM JIOM B JIepeBHE U pacIpojiaB
BCIO CBOIO JKMBHOCTb, XKWja Teriepb ¢ Hukoil. MaTh oueHb TMoxyjesna, Mmoj ria3aMu ObUIA KPYTH. . .
Ee ofGemanu BhITMCaTh MOCIE Kypca JIydeBou Tepanuu. Briiins u3 6ompHUIE, HUKa pacruiakanach,
YTKHYBIIUCH Opaty B rpyb. OT CTOSIIEH Niepe/1 Ia3aMu KapTUHBI €f CTaJI0 OYeHb TOCKJIMBO U O~
HOKO. OHa BJIpYT OTUYET/IMBO MOHSUIA, YTO HA CAMOM JIeJie MOXKET MOTEPSITh CBOIO MaTh. .. MaTh, KOTO-
pasi 1aja e )KU3Hb, BHIPACTIIIA, BOCIIUTAIA. .. YTO OHA MOXKET HABCEr/1a MIOKUHYTh 3TOT MUP, TaK, KaK
9TO cliesaj oTell MHOTo JieT Ha3aj. Eii crasno crpariHo.

C aToro aH# 11 Hee BpeMs IIPUHSJIO COBCEeM MHOM Xapaktep. Huka yxe He Moria ObITh TaKOWH,
Kak u npexje. Kaxnas MuHyTa, KakJoe MrHOBEHHE €i CIIOBHO HAIIOMHHAIU O MPEJCTOSIIEM. . .
A Tak MHOTO ellle He CKa3aHO, TaK MHOTO OCTaJIOCh B TAMHUKAX €€ AeBUYbEH AYIIU TOro, YeM XOTe-
JI0Ch OBI € TIOJIEJIUTHCSI CO CBOEH MaTephblo. XOTEJIOCh HATOBOPUTHCS C HEH 3a BCe TO BPeMsl, YTO OHA
ObLITa PSAJIOM C Held, HO B TOT K€ MOMEHT HaXOWJIach Tak JaJieKo OT Hee, CBOEH JI0UepH. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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