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I

Anvca HUKaK He Morvia ycHyTh. Eil He3popoBuiiock. HaunHas-
IMICS Kap He MO3BOJISUI e 3a0bIThCA B C1aikoi Apeme. OHa Tak
TUI0XO ceOsl YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO JJake HE MOMHIIIA, KaK MpoBesa
MIPOIIEIINI IeHb W OKa3aJlaCh B COOCTBEHHOU MOCTeMU. AJH-
ca IbITalach CUUTATh Mo ceds A0 CTa, HO M 3TO He IOMOIJIO el
ycHyTb. HakoHel1, oHa ckuHYyJIa ¢ ceOs1 ofesyio — el ¥ Tak ObLIOo
’KApPKO — M YCTaBUJIaCch B OKHO. B cBeTe nosytHoM JTyHbl AJca BU-
JeJ1a JIMIb CUJTY3T CTapoll KaMeHHOM LIepKBU BpeMeH TionopoB
I7Ie-TO JAJIEKO Ha TOPU30HTE.

[TbITasick 3aHATH ce0s1 XOTh KAKUM-TO J€JI0M, YTOOBI OTBJICYb-
Csl OT JIypHOTO CaMOYYBCTBHUsI, AJIMCAa BBICKOUMJIA U3 TIOCTENU
U nogodexana K OKHY.

— A1 Oyny cumrath 3Be3/1bl, — CKa3asa IeBoUKa cama ceoe, HO ee
BHMMAaHUE TPUBJIEKJIO HE 3Be37HOE HeOO HaJ roJIOBOMW, a Ka-
KOE-TO CTPaHHOE JIBUKEHHE B caly.

Tpu HeOosbllIMe TeMHbIE (PUIYpbl METATHCh MEX CaJ0BBIX
JepEBbEB M KYCTAPHUKOB M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpOHY. OKa3aBIIMCh
Ha MUHYTY Ha JJOPOXKE, IIOCBITIAHHOM I'PaBUEM, OHU OBUTH OCBe-
IIEHBI JIYHHBIM CBETOM.

— He moxer ObITh! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA AJjKca, Y3HaB B OJIHOM
u3 puryp benoro Kponuka, Hekorna npusenero ee B Ctpany
Yynec.

Hpyroii ¢purypoit okasasucs rec mopoasl OOKcep, a TpeTher —



caMblii OOBIYHBIN JIBOPOBBI TieTyX. Kponuk u Gokcep Oexanu
NepBbIMU, MIETYX — Bciieq 3a HuMu. Hacturasi To onHoro, To Apy-
TOro, NMETyX HOPOBUJI yIapUTh UX KJIoBOM. Kponuk He oOparrait
Ha 3TO HMKAaKOro BHUMAaHUS, W JIMIIb TI€C MHOIAA OrpbI3aJiCcs,
Opocast 03a/1a4€HHbII B3MJISA]] HA IEP3KYIO MTHILY.

AJvce 111es1 ABEHAOIATBIA IO, Y TEM HE MEHEE €€ HUCKOJIBKO
He y/IMBUJIa HeOObIUHAs CyeTa B HOYHOM cajay. Hegonro gymas,
IPsIMO B HOUYHOM pyOallike ¥ MITAaHUIIKaX OHa BhIOeXkasa U3 CBO-
€l KOMHAaThbl, OCTOPOXHO, KPaJy4UcCh, CIYCTHJIACh MO JIECTHU-
1€ ¥, C TPYJOM OTKPBIB MAaCCUBHBIC BXOJIHBIE JIBEPH, BhIOEKAIA
B cajl. Asmca coBceM 3a0blia O CBOel 00JIe3HH, ceiuac ee MHTe-
pecoBaJia TOJIbKO CTPaHHAsl TPOMLA, HOCUBIIASICA T10 €€ caly.

Komnanus u3 kponuka, Ookcepa U retyxa 4yTh He cOua jie-
BOUKY C HOT, KOTJ]a Ta BbICMaTpYBaJia UX B JIYHHOM CBETe, ITPU-
TauBIIKUCh Y MOJIONION sI0;IOHU. OHU TTPOHECIUCh MUMO AJIUCHI,
Jaxe He 3ameTuB ee. JleBouka Opocuiach UM BJOTOHKY U BCKO-
pe TIOUTH HACTHIJIA UX, HO KOBAPHBIN CTaphli OalliMaK, OKa3aB-
LIMICA Ha €€ IyTH, CIIyTaJl €l Bce KapThl. AJMca CIIOTKHYJIACh
00 Hero v KyBBIPKOM TOJIeTeNIa BIIEpe/l, YTOAUB B TY CaMyl0 KO-
JIMYBIO HOPY, KOTOpas Korga-to npusesna ee B Ctpany Yynec.

Anmca cHOBa Jietena BHU3 O6e310HHOM rporact. Camo maje-
HIE YK€ He BBI3BIBAIO y Hee 0COO0ro OECIOKOMCTBA — OHA 3HA-
JIa, 9TO KJET ee BHU3Y. AJca Hacllak1aaach CBOOOIHBIM TI0JIe-
TOM, KaK BJPYT yCJIbIIIaga TPOMKHIA BO3IJIAC OOJIBIIOTO TYYHOTO
JUKEHTIbMEHA, JIETEBIIIETO €il HABCTPeUy CHU3Y BBEPX:

— [Tocroponucs!



Anrca He TMoBepwJia CBOMM IJIa3aM, KOorja IapooOpa3HBII
TOCIIOJIMH MPOJIETE]l MUMO Hee BBepX, UyTh HE 3aJIeB ee.

— Hukak He gymana, — 3a1yM4YMBO ITPOU3HECIIA IEBOYKA, — YTO
MOKHO MaJiaTh CHU3Y BBepX. MM MHE 3TO TOJIBKO MOKA3aJI0Ch?

N3noBunBIIKCh, AJMCa MOCMOTpENIa BHU3 U — O, 4ygo! —
yBUJIENIA OYEPEAHOTO YBECUCTOTO IKEHTJIbMEHA, HECIIIErocs e
HABCTpeUy CO JIHA MporacTtu. B 3ToT pa3 oHa mpucmoTpesnach
K HeMy, KOr/ia OH rnpojietai MuMo. O4eBHIHO, 9TO ObLIT 3aKOHHHUK
B YEPHOUM MaHTUU U mapuke. Bened 3a HUM BBEPX JIeTell TYYHBIN
CTapblil aIMUpaJl B MyHIMPE U MEIIOYKOM 30JI0THIX MOHET O[]
MbIKol. O/IHA U3 MOHET, BBITIAB U3 MEIKa, YToAWIa JeBOUYKe
1o Jioy.

Anuca HMKaK He MorJjia MOHSTh, KaK yJaeTCsl 3TUM JIOCTOU-
HBIM TOCTIOAaM TaJaTh BBEpX, a He BHU3. «EauHCTBeHHOE, UTO
uX 0ObEIMHSET, — TOlyMaJjia OHa, — 9TO UX IIapoodpasHas hop-
Ma. Bo3moxHo, Onarogapsi el oHM B3JIETalOT BBepX». JleBouka
Ha/lyJ1a IIEKU U BBISATUIIA KUBOT, MbITASICh PUAATH EMY (popmy
apa, Ho Bce OBUIO TIETHO — OHA MPOJIOJIKAJIA Ma/1aTh BHUS.

Anca Bce majalia M Majaja, ¥ KOHIIA ee MaJeHuI0 He ObLIO
u BUAHO. «Heyxenu atomy He OyaeT KOHIa?» — MoAyMasia OHa,
HO TYT kK€ BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO OHAXK/IbI TOIOOHAST MBICTIb YKe T10-
cemaia ee. Ayca orpesieJIieHHO 3HaJla, YTO KOHeIl Bce ke Oy-
JIeT, BOT TOJIbKO KaKUM OH OyJeT? — 3TOT BOMPOC HE JaBajl ei
nokos1. Bipouem, uepe3 kakoe-To BpeMsi OSCKOHEYHOE MaJieHre
el HaCTOJIbKO HACKYYMJIO, YTO OHA yXe TepecTrayia JyMaTh, Kak
JOCTUTHET JIHA, ¥ TIOTPY3UJIach B COHHOE 3a0bIThe.



I

[TpocHynack Anrca Ha 3aJTMTOM COJTHIIEM HEOOJIBITION JIECHOU
NOJISIHE, MOpOocUIel BEpecKoM. Jlexka Ha MATKOM TpaBsIHOM KOB-
pe, OHa MPUIOJHSANIACH HA PYKH U OIVISTHYJIaCh BOKPYT.

— Hu onHOM XuBOW Iymm, — IpPyCTHO Npou3Hechaa Aumca
¥ IOJHAJIACh HA HOTH.

[Monsany OKpy:kaj rycToii ;yOoBblii jiec. BeTBU CTOSIBIINX psi-
JIOM BEKOBEUHBIX JEPEBbEB MEPEIUIETAINCH JPYT C IPyroM, 00-
pasysl HeMpoXoAuMYyIo kuBYyIo cTeHy. [IpoOparbcsi ckBO3b Hee
He ObUIO HUKAKOW BO3MOXKHOCTH, /1A U JKEJIAHUSI TAKOTO Y AJIUCHI
HE BO3HUKJIO. YTO-TO MpayHOE M YKacHOe BUJIEJIOCh il B IITyOu-
He Jieca, U, XOTs OHa He MOHKMMAJIa, YTO UMEHHO CTPaLIWIO ee,
NOKMJATh CBETIYIO BEPECKOBYIO MOJISIHY OHA HE XOTena.

— Yepros Kposuk ! — B cepaax BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Anmca. — OnaThb
U3-3a HEro s BIIyTajJach B MCTOpHIO. A BIpoyeM... Tenepp g
3HAIO, YTO JIeNaTb.

Aunuca yibpIOHyach U BHOBb JIeIla Ha MATKYIO TPaBy.

— I'maBHOE — ocraBatbcsa Ha Mecte. Hukyna e uaru. U torna
HUYEro co MHOW He ciyuutcs. HyxHO ycTpouTbesi moygoOHee
Y NpoCTO k1ath. ZKnate yero? Knath, oKa HE 3aKOHYUTCS BECh
9TOT COH, kJIaTh, TIOKA 51 HE TIPOCHYCh B CBOEH MSTKOW YIOTHOM
KpOBATKe.

AJrca oBepHYJach Ha OOK, TpHKaia HOTY K ’KUBOTY, 0OXBa-
TUB UX pPyKaMH, U NIONbITAIACh 3aCHYTh.



— YT0OBI IPOCHYTHCS, HAJIO 3aCHYTh, — ITO JIOTHYHO, — TIO/TY-
Masa Ajmca, Kak BIPYT HETOPOIUIMBBIA XOJI €€ MBIC/IH IPEPBAJI
pe3kuii Kpuk Ileryxa.

— He-e-er, — npocToHana Amuca 1 3aKpbljia Yl JIQAOHSMU.

Ho kpuk [letyxa noBTOpumIics u po3Bydai Ha Oosee BHICOKOM
HOTe. 3aTeM BHOBb M BHOBb, U UeM Oojiee AJMca MbITaaach 3a-
’KaTh CBOM yIIIM, TEM T'POMYE U OTUASTHHEN OT3bIBAJICS B HUX I1€-
TYUIMHBIA KpUK. HakoHen, Ayvca BCkOumnia Ha HOTU U, OIJISTHYB-
IIKCh, YBUJIEIA HENIOIaIeKy OapaxTaBiiierocs Ha criuHe [letyxa —
Toro camoro, Ileryxa, koropsiii B komnannu Kponmka u bokcepa
IIPUBEJI €€ B 3TOT YYJIECHBIN JieC. B3bepollIeHHOE KpaCHO-4epHOe
orniepenbe [letyxa, ero GecriokoiHO Bpallalomecs: BOKPYr coo-
CTBEHHBIX OPOUT IIa3a TOBOPUJIM O HEITYyTOUHOM O0phOe, KOTO-
PYIO OH BeJl ¢ caMHM cOOOM. AJrca TpernoyoKuia, 4To He3a-
naunBomy [leTyxy HykHa ee momorib. Beab BOKpyr He ObLIO
HUKOT'0, KTO MOT OBl IIOCTaBUTh €r0 Ha HOTU.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, muctep [leTyx, — BeKJIMBO MpoU3Heca Jie-
BOYKA, NMpUOMM3MBINKCH K Oemonare. — [laBaiite-ka s TIOMoO-
Iy BaM.

[leryx, ka3zanocsk, He 3ameTr1 Anrcy. OH poIoJIKal OTYasH-
HO KyJaxTaTh, OECIIOMOIITHO Mallla JlakaMu B Bo3ayxe. [leBou-
Ka npotaHyia K [letyxy cBou pyku, HamepeBasch MOJHATD €ro
Ha HOTH, KaK BAPYT TOT 3aMOJTYaJI, 37I00HO TOCMOTpEJ Ha TSHYB-
HIMeCcs K HEMY PYKH U C SIPOCTBIO yAAPUII KITIOBOM Tasiel] AJIUCHI.

— Yay! — 3akpryana aeBodka, OTIEPHYB CBOM PYKH OT CTpaH-
Hou nitunbl. — Ho mucrep!..



[leryx He oOpaTW/ HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHMSI Ha BOCKJIMIIAHHE
Ammcel. OH TIPOIOIKIIT CBOE TPEBOXKHOE KyIaxTaHbe U Oecro-
KOMHYIO BO3HIO Ha CIIMHE.

— Ha nonwm Obl Bbl, MUCTEpP, — OpOCcHa eMy BO3MYILIEHHAs
JIeBOYKA.

— Kya-kyna, kya-kyaa, — kpuyan Ileryx.

— Tyna-tyna, — nocoeeroBana Asuca.

C nuiiom ockopOsIeHHOM J0OPOIETeN OHA PEe3KO 00epHYJIach,
BBIPa3MB TeM caMbiM [leTyxy cBoe mpeHeOpekeHue, HO TYT ke
3amepina Ha Mecte. [1o siecHO# mossiHe psAMO Ha Hee Oexkal Ts-
*eno apinaBimui bokcep ¢ bensim Kponukom Ha cnimne. Kpo-
JIMK OEeCHOKOWHO OrisiabIBaIcs Ha3al. [lopaBHSBIIUCE C 1eBOY-
koii u [letyxoM, OH 3aKpHUYaJl UM YTO OBLIIO CHI:

— HokxTop Cmepts! Joktop C™mepTs!

Anvca He 3HaJla, KAK OTHECTHUCh K IpenyrnpexiaeHuo Kpo-
mvka. OHa yOUBIEHHO M MOJYa CMOTpena Bcield 3a yOeras-
MM TICOM, HECIIMM Ha CBOEH cliMHe Kpudasliero Kpomnuka.
Ho na Ileryxa cinoBa Kponuka npoussenu JOIKHOE BIevatse-
Hue. Ero ucnyranHele 11a3a BbUIE3JIM U3 CBOMX OPOWT; OH 3a-
KyJaxTaJj elle OTYassHHe!, 3aBepTesics Ha 3eMJle, KaK BEPETEHO;
MOTOM 3aCTbUI U, 3a[JBUTaB JIalIKaMU I10 3eMJIe, CIOBHO BECJIAMU,
CTaJI IOJI3TH B 3aPOCIIY MAITOPOTHUKA, POCILETO HETTOJAJIEKY, TIe
Y TIpUTANJICS.

[lepensuxenus I[leryxa OTBIEKJIM BHUMaHUE AJIMChl — OHa
HE 3aMeTUJIa, KaK PsIOM C Hell oKazajach BbicOKas cuBas Ko-
ObLJ1a B YePHOU YIE€HON MaHTHH, CMSATON OKC(DOPIICKOM IIarovxe



Y C KpUBBIM MOHOKJIEM B MPaBOM I1a3y. Jlomaae crosiyia Ha 3a/-
HUX KOIIbITaX, EPEJHUMH OHA OMMUPATIACh HA PKABYIO KPECThsIH-
CKyI0 Kocy. «3auem KoObuie koca?» — mogymana Anuca U TyT ke
NoJy4yujia OTBET Ha HE3aJaHHbIM el Bompoc. Jlomanp caena-
JIa HECKOJIbKO I1IaroB K JIEBOYKE, U MO €€ HEYBEPEHHOM MOXO/-
ke Aumca monsuia, urto KoOsuta 310poBo xpomaer — 0e3 KOChI
OHa, MOXaJIyH, TABHO yrajia Obl. Xpomasi Jioma b 0e33aCTeHYH-
BO YCTaBWJIaCh Ha JEBOYKY, AJIUCY OT €€ B3MJIsA1a AaXKe OKOPO-
ono.

— HoOpbiii ieHb, — HEMTPUBETIIMBO CKa3ayia AJvca, He TJss
JIOIIA/IM B IJ1a3a.

— Yo THI MMeeIb B BUY? — He TIOHsIa ee cuBast KoObuia.

Anrca HeIoyMEHHO IMOCMOTpEJa Ha JIOIA b, BCE TaK XKe MpH-
CTaJIbHO BCMATPUBAIOIIIYIOCS B I71a3a IEBOYKH.

— 4l Xxouy cka3aTh: KaKoi MPEKPACHBII JIeHb, — MOsICHUIIA AJU-
ca, OIYCTHB IJ1a3a JI0Iy.

— Tel HacTamBaemb, 4TO celyac JeHb? — crpocuia KoOwbl-
Ja, yeM o3agaumia Asmcy erie Oosnbie. — Jla Tel OobHA, MU-
Jast Most!

— A? — ycomHmiiach Anuca.

— Pazymeercs, — HEBO3MYyTHMO 3aBEpHIIA €€ JIo1Ialb. — MHayve,
Kak ObI THI 3716Ch OKa3aj1ach?!

Auvca He 3Haja, 4TO OTBETUTh cMBOW KoObUIE 1 Ta ipoaoi-
Kaja:

— He 6otics, s momory Tede. 5 3Ha10 0IHO MpOBEpeHHOE Cpe/l-
CTBO OT Bcex OosesHeid. C ero moMOIIIbIO s M3JIeurJIa EyI0 ThMY



NalMEHTOB, U HU OJIMH U3 HUX HE OCTaJICsl MHOIO HE/IOBOJIEH.

— U 4uro *ke 310 32 CpencTBo? — U3 JIIOOOMBITCTBA CIPOCHIIA
Auuca.

— CmepTb, — yBepeHHO oTBeTrs1a KoOblia, MorpaBrB HEYKITIO-
JKUM JIBUKEHUEM HOCA HUCHAJABIINANA IO HEMY MOHOKJIb.

«0, Boxe!», — BOCKJIMKHY/a B Ty1ie Anica, OpOCHB UCITyTaH-
HBIM B35, HA XPOMYIO JIOIA/db.

— Ha, most munasi. Tonbko cMepTh U3JIeunBaeT Bce OOJe3HHU,
YCHOKAWBAET MATYIIMECS AYIU, IPUHOCUT JIOJTOKIAHHBIA MO-
koil. I HUKakux xajno0 OT narueHToB!

«BeuHbIl TOKOM», — MolyMaJla AJIca, a BCJIyX BbI3bIBAIOIIE
cnpocuiia: — A Kak ke pOJICTBEHHUKH MAlMEHTOB?

— WX s TOXe BbUIEUY, — M [JIJA30M HE MOPrHYB, NapupoBaja
cuBast KoObina.

— flcno, — caanace Anuca. — Kaxercs, s1 unutana 00 3TOM B Of1-
HOW KHHUTE:

— BoT uMeHHO, — paIocTHO BOCKJIMKHY 1A cuBasi KoObuia u J10-
0aBuIia, OIJIS/IBIBasICh TIO cTopoHaMm: — Kcratu, Tl He 3Haelb,
KOTO 3/1eCh MOXKHO criacTu?

— He-e-et, — mpotsinyna Anuca, ickoca IOCMOTPEB Ha ITpUTa-
UBLIETOCs B 3apociisax nanoporHuka Ileryxa. — He 3Haro.

KoObu1a BHUMATETBHO TIOCMOTpEIa Ha JIEBOUKY.

— MHe kaxercs, y TeOs Kap.

— Bawm kaxercs.

— Hy-ka nait Mue cBoto rosioBy, — KoObuia mpoTsiHyJia KOMbITO
K JIMLYYy AJIACHI.



AJvca UCTIyTraHHO OTIIPSIHYJIa Ha3ajl.

— 4 3mopoBa, — KaTeropmuHO 3asiBUIa OHa crBO KoObite,
033/Ia4€HHO CMOTpeBLIEW Ha AJMCy. — A KpOMe TOro, s XO4y
€ILe MOKUTb.

—Kakas crpanHas neBouka, — 3ametuiia KoObuia, BRICOKOMep-
HO B3JIEPHYB MOPIY KBEpPXY.

— MHe nopa uaru, — pe3ko 6pocuia Anmca xpomoii Koosire,
pa3BepHyJsIach U OBICTPO 3alliaraja OT Hee MPOoYb.

Omna Bce yckopsijia U ycKopsiia Liar.

— Thl HAIPACHO CTPEMMILILCS YUTH OT MEHS, — BAPYT YCIIblIIa-
Jla OHa 3a crniuHOM cuByio KoObity. — Kyna Obl ThI HE cTpemMuIach
YWTH OT MEHsl, Thl BCE PaBHO Npuelb Ko MHe. 1 yem ObicTpee
ThI OEXKMIIb OT MEHS, TeM ObICTpee MPUOESKHUIITh KO MHE.

He ornsnpiBasice, Anuca Oexana K Jiecy — Tyaa, IJie COBCEM
HeJaBHO ckpblch Kponuk u Bokcep. OHa He 3Hana, Kak rpe-
Of10JIeeT CTeHy M3 JyOOBBIX 3apocieil, — eil ObUIO BCE PaBHO.
[TpuGnu3MBIIKCE K IEPBOMY PsIAY JIEPEBbEB, OHA BAPYT yBUjlE-
JIa, KaK CIUIETEeHbsl OTPOMHBIX BETBEW, HAUMHAIM PACXOIUTHCSA
niepe]] Hell, 0Opa3oBbIBasi CBOe0OpasHylo apky. He pasmbiiuiss
HU CEKYH/Ibl, IeBOYKa OPOCHIIACh B 3TY apKy U BCKOPE OKa3aJloch
B JUIMHHOM 3aIlyTaHHOM JIECHOM TOHHEJIE, BEYILIEM HEU3BECTHO

KyJa.

Or 371a 1 Oej1 ero cracia
3aboTrBas CMEPTb.
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BetBucTbiii TOHHENb BbIBeJda AJIUCY K HEOOJBIIOMY XOJIMY.
OHa permmia MOgHSATHCS Ha BEPIIMHY XOIMa, YTOObI OCMOTPETh-
cs BOKpyr. Ho He ycniena geBouka caenath U ABYX-TPEX IAroB,
KaK yBHJIEJA IBYX HECYpa3HbIX yBaJIbHEU, KyOapem KaTsIuxcs
C XOJIMa IpSIMO Ha Hee. 3[paBO PaCCyIMB, YTO OHA HE CMOXKET
OCTaHOBUTb MAaJIeHUs1 HECYIIMXCS BHU3 UyJaKoB, AJHCa COCKO-
yujia ¢ TPOIMHKH, YCTYNUMB UM jaopory. ITpokaruBivce MuUMO
YAMBJICHHON JIEBOYKH, MPOBOAMBIIEH MX OECIOKONHBIM B3IJIs-
JIOM, YBAJIbHH Pa3JierIUCh Y OCHOBAHUSI XOJIMa, MOTUpast yImo-
JICHHBIE YaCTH TeJa.
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