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SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLERT loved it ... Persons Unknown
is like walking on quicksand, for reader and detective alike' VAL
MCDERMIDSecond literary thriller from bestselling author of
MISSING, PRESUMED.A brutal murder. A detective with no
one left to trust A YOUNG MAN MURDEREDA city banker
bleeds to death yards from a Cambridgeshire police headquarters.A
DETECTIVE OUT OF HER DEPTHDI Manon Bradshaw’s world is
turned upside down when the victim turns out to be closer to her than
she could have guessed. WHO SHOULD SHE BELIEVE?When even
her trusted colleagues turn their backs on her, it’s time to contemplate
the unthinkable: are those she holds dear capable of murder?



Conep:kanue

PERSONS UNKNOWN

Copyright

Jon-Oliver

KoHer o3HakoMUTENBHOTO (pparMeHTa.

12
14






PERSONS UNKNOWN
SUSIE STEINER

b

THE BOROUGH PRESS



Copyright

& HarperCollins

PR L s B RS

The Borough Press

An imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers

1 London Bridge Street

London SE1 9GF

www.harpercollins.co.uk

Published by HarperCollinsPublishers 2017

Copyright © Susie Steiner 2017

Susie Steiner asserts the moral right to be identified as the
author of this work

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British
Library

First published by HarperCollinsPublishers 2017

Cover layout by Claire Ward © HarperCollinsPublishers Ltd
2017

Cover photographs: Front © Henry Steadman. Back © Dave
Wall/Arcangel

This novel is entirely a work of fiction. The names, characters



#uab729988-a63d-5fb2-954f-a377706e0291
http://www.harpercollins.co.uk

and incidents portrayed in it are the work of the author’s
imagination. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead,
events or localities is entirely coincidental.

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American
Copyright Conventions. By payment of the required fees, you
have been granted the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to
access and read the text of this e-book on-screen. No part
of this text may be reproduced, transmitted, down-loaded,
decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into
any information storage and retrieval system, in any form or by
any means, whether electronic or mechanical, now known or
hereinafter invented, without the express written permission of
HarperCollins e-books

Ebook Edition © February 2017 ISBN: 9780008123352

Source ISBN: 9780008123338

Version: 2018-04-20

Table of Contents

Cover

Title Page

Copyright
14 December

Jon-Oliver
Manon
Dav
Manon
Dav

:

:


#ud197f0d8-3002-5fa3-a0c7-f16b59a915aa
#ubdda63c1-3e94-5a2e-8245-b4c0aa03c4be
#u1a51849d-8c89-58e2-a67e-02fe26594a42
#udcb30dd6-ff52-5778-b5a5-8f736e4a071e
#ufd416942-6853-5cbf-a354-cc7f2c399883
#ub10cacc4-345b-5c44-9bcd-e6672957ec22
#u86b70525-dc26-5bc1-9e5b-d91f0ccee52e
#u32678820-f3eb-5a43-b949-f4f8295a3acf
#ud2c27e17-116e-56c3-bbef-3fb09e854bb6

Day 1
Manon

Dav
Kilburn, North [.ondon
Bernadette
Dav

Manon

Da

Manon

Dav

Birdie

Day 3

Dav

One Week in
Manon

Dav

Day 9

Dav

Birdie
Saskia

Dav

Manon

Two Weeks in
Dav

Manon

Day 15

:

:

:

d

:

ZE

ZEE

2

2

%


#u970392b3-26b9-5291-b0c8-9e1b1860e3d8
#ufca3fdf9-9c66-540d-81c7-9cef61b2a09c
#uac353d3c-6d3a-5288-b210-17c1503b52eb
#u97e61d1f-1b3c-5bca-8437-20036244bf04
#u54710fbb-68be-5f82-b803-13887fe50d9d
#ub59a3939-bf1e-59e7-b952-78459c34d7bc
#ua30712d1-e415-56ba-954b-72c1d7920d1b
#ua6004697-0110-586f-bd41-e7165de1fc8c
#u0cda3029-b7fb-5976-9451-494b4b4618c7
#uc564a53e-b64e-5225-b862-bd7d02e19f3c
#u4e463067-6025-5952-a62d-926eca650d72
#u3d9da740-d236-5a97-bc56-4b2c038230da
#u6774b558-065c-566b-bcc4-cee390535619
#uca47c0d4-090e-58d3-8d4e-62be29b1d26a
#u6a633ad7-4aae-5eca-8f71-3a1e680c2b9e
#uc64ad11c-3da7-531e-b8f6-2c35252d9ea3
#u812979d5-355a-5613-8a4c-0957a21ad845
#u6f2996e3-3fd7-549d-a2b5-6b68775db48d
#u08fb5c4d-4195-56af-b21e-24bbf527ca87
#ua65fe2b1-39d6-59b2-a6bd-84197c5d0515
#u1a6b558f-73f6-5db8-97fe-40c7040d0b6f
#udaeb4339-1f00-5f21-919e-ee9a86f21f33
#uc0a7f8e6-f93f-5cd6-8ce4-826f8d1e6de9
#u6678257b-67d1-56c3-9813-d9c8892cbd05
#uc3a21e42-0ede-5cf4-aff1-45d9ba7369c1
#u8cc5879d-f0e0-56f0-a084-ef6fc8a66eef

Davy
Manon

Six Months Earlier
Saskia
Manon

Day 16
Davy
Manon

Day 17
Manon

Davy

Three Weeks in
Manon

Birdie

Day 23

Manon

Day 24

Davy

Manon

Davy
Manon
Day 25
Davy
Birdie
Manon
Day 27



#ubd05932a-cf69-5f32-9995-42c9210cf912
#u95e666a9-aa65-5f63-89e1-8af76d481302
#ucec60780-181c-567b-b458-aac838965a26
#ud108250a-5ac4-5d37-8971-f4a5b93908d1
#u1cb811f5-8998-5d04-ba73-87be13ef711f
#u22464191-23f7-5135-b35b-2ff95108b03e
#u9a48edcc-45a5-580f-be27-8249187473b9
#uc31a483f-c9cc-585e-9f3f-cef5c3bdb7fa
#u36353677-e825-5c87-83dd-a08b24cc5d49
#ud190a378-0255-54a1-9a47-3be35ec8f1d8
#u871e05f0-23a6-584a-998d-e815e75996bf
#uc9fcea65-cb7b-5951-8011-f9e743b9a653
#u8e08d0be-ca88-588f-9f47-4b3a7cc718e1
#ua43ba8f5-5c38-5c6a-8206-afa621be4333
#uf9abfa72-91ca-522e-b968-e48854b49268
#udbd18564-d75c-5053-8b16-7fb179a8054b
#u6b675bcd-5563-5485-ab30-4eb0adb447b9
#uba0cd243-0ef2-5dc9-ae80-68fc6d7cb7ef
#ue765f555-1fbf-59b4-8893-fded6065e808
#uda1685bf-2250-574e-afac-721c5deeb163
#u7b7b4c8f-66a2-5bf6-ab2b-f0e5af6026eb
#u9be90e48-ce23-5b47-89ea-9d131ca683b4
#u35292e9c-e351-51a5-9c2e-ea0682b07922
#ub910c27b-02fe-5488-bf22-b843e5589557
#uae044408-2132-5b03-b788-707093432096
#u787dd1bc-e2df-569e-9ca1-477bd596eb27

Davy
Manon

Birdie
Manon & Birdie
Day 28
Davy

Manon

Davy

Day 30

Dav

Gary Stanton
Dav

Manon

Dav

Day 32
Manon

Dav

Manon

Ellie
February
Birdie

Ma

:

2

rE

2

:
=

—
2

> O
Z


#u5880f607-1cb8-536d-a778-06dc1eac2a5d
#u912811be-a865-5858-b5c8-152721307928
#u1f4eab59-5333-5b7f-9737-7eae0d386ed5
#u5cbde753-6710-5523-87db-48ef35dcfbc6
#u4e1d693f-09f5-5bf8-a53e-653a27f1ab03
#u811a53c7-d8c2-51a5-a213-02a74f41cfc4
#u2893064b-84ca-5337-ba1b-ec34e615f4d1
#u5423d9d9-8e47-5a42-b682-e93d9e11be2e
#u64ce70f7-0dc5-5222-a8de-7af43fe6a38c
#u2dcc12cc-9871-5bba-8be7-133de80ee473
#u31037752-b32d-563e-855c-96fa4432df3c
#u0f08db23-be3b-5673-b79e-477b4f068924
#u69a8c985-9b37-5af3-b8c6-a53d5c013880
#u3e715e41-9790-52c3-804e-2a16e44548f4
#u4a9312b5-f7ff-5c87-9dca-3aea7e0a15f9
#uf5d01844-da93-52af-a7a4-7e96490593bc
#u374130bf-7efd-52d2-9601-efe7780f7eed
#u7d4e174c-b4c0-58ba-9f82-255549c23b9c
#u20014484-984b-5491-ba16-6c17525b305a
#u42720129-4df0-5d8a-a858-2a1386eddc1a
#u9ee05007-42c0-5235-a0b1-394102c9ec3e
#ucf4925a2-819a-5e68-800e-ea6840e2a7ed
#ud5d14139-2741-5b4f-8e77-672a96150047
#uc8416306-abe6-56bd-8829-44b36d62b729
#ua10f876d-9c83-530f-8610-de76dba2bd77
#u9a38a13c-c559-5959-9437-d13b528f7464

Manon
Acknowledgements
Keep Reading

About the Author
Also by Susie Steiner
About the Publisher

14 December



#u3f82c4c2-b35a-5697-b90a-be9b07444b96
#u38305438-120b-5a90-9642-c6170f58704a
#uaa45e06f-0bc1-5453-b4c6-b4c26a5ac68b
#u01eb79a1-e86b-5e64-b114-8cefdc840ddb
#uf764a168-fdf7-5dc3-9037-364155e09f09
#ubd0a9c26-f10c-508d-a0e8-602f9d4b8eec
#uab729988-a63d-5fb2-954f-a377706e0291

Jon-Oliver

Down. Dizzy. Pitching left. He is draining away like dirty
water, round and round. Stumbling not walking, the ground
threatening to come up and meet him. And yet he presses on.
Something’s not right.

He is swampy, heavy-footed. His shin is throbbing. A scuffle
— like being spun in blind man’s buff — so quick that when it was
over he thought he’d been mugged, but he patted himself down
and his wallet and phone were there all right.

His muscles are soupy, unresponsive. His legs wade, the
landscape too broad for him to make headway. The air is close
like a wet web. He can barely draw breath.

He stumbles to the right, into a muddy wooded area in a
direction he hadn’t intended to take and it’s as if the ground is
reaching for him. Is it quicksand, not mud?

He’s really scared now; nervously places a hand to his chest.
His shirt is wet through but it’s not raining. He looks at his hand.
It is glistening dark; the colour unclear because of the dark and
the orangey street lighting.

He starts to panic, cannot fill his lungs. What is happening to
him?

He falls into the mud, feels some arms take him up and cradle
him, looks up to see blonde hair. The alien scent of perfume.

Saskia?
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‘Sass?” he whispers, confused. Is she the cause of this, after all
her stupidity? She went too far and he couldn’t stop her.

‘Sass?”

His sight dims, he is too tired.

The world dips.
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