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Jon-Oliver

 
Down. Dizzy. Pitching left. He is draining away like dirty water, round and round. Stumbling

not walking, the ground threatening to come up and meet him. And yet he presses on. Something’s
not right.

He is swampy, heavy-footed. His shin is throbbing. A scuffle – like being spun in blind man’s
buff – so quick that when it was over he thought he’d been mugged, but he patted himself down and
his wallet and phone were there all right.

His muscles are soupy, unresponsive. His legs wade, the landscape too broad for him to make
headway. The air is close like a wet web. He can barely draw breath.

He stumbles to the right, into a muddy wooded area in a direction he hadn’t intended to take
and it’s as if the ground is reaching for him. Is it quicksand, not mud?

He’s really scared now; nervously places a hand to his chest. His shirt is wet through but it’s
not raining. He looks at his hand. It is glistening dark; the colour unclear because of the dark and
the orangey street lighting.

He starts to panic, cannot fill his lungs. What is happening to him?
He falls into the mud, feels some arms take him up and cradle him, looks up to see blonde

hair. The alien scent of perfume.
Saskia?
‘Sass?’ he whispers, confused. Is she the cause of this, after all her stupidity? She went too far

and he couldn’t stop her.
‘Sass?’
His sight dims, he is too tired.
The world dips.

#uab729988-a63d-5fb2-954f-a377706e0291
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