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The second novel from the author of the critically acclaimed Newton’s Niece
(1994).On an ocean liner travelling to Australia in 1959, a young boy witnesses
a courtship between two of its passengers, a relationship that begins to unsettle
the others aboard. Beneath them in the hold, beyond where the dogs and cats and
mynah bird are kept, squats a far more sinister cargo – a nuclear arms shipment
bound for the Outback testing grounds.A romantic love affair then, on a doomed
boat in dangerous oceans, in the background the bruised and brooding England of
the 1950s; a devastatingly accurate examination of English class and manners; a
story about national and domestic violence and its consequences. Brimming with
unforgettable descriptions of the seas, its animals, its weather and the ports stopped
at along the way, Acts of Mutiny establishes Derek Beaven as one of England’s
finest new writers.
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Acts of Mutiny is a work of fiction. Any resemblance of its characters to real people, living or

dead, is coincidental. The vessels upon which the action takes place are similarly imaginary.
Fourth Estate
An imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers 77–85 Fulham Palace Road Hammersmith, London

W6 8JB
www.harpercollins.co.uk
This edition published in 1999
Copyright © 1998 Derek Beaven
The right of Derek Beaven to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted by him

in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. By payment

of the required fees, you have been granted the nonexclusive, nontransferable right to access and read
the text of this e-book on-screen. No part of this text may be reproduced, transmitted, downloaded,
decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into any information storage and retrieval
system, in any form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, now known or hereinafter
invented, without the express written permission of HarperCollins e-books.

HarperCollinsPublishers has made every reasonable effort to ensure that any picture content
and written content in this ebook has been included or removed in accordance with the contractual
and technological constraints in operation at the time of publication.
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Ebook Edition © OCTOBER 2014 ISBN: 9780007401727
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