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I'maBa 1

Ha mycroit pa3mbIToii opore, 0OpaMJIeHHO! T'YyCThIMU Jiepe-
BbSIMU, OIMHOKO M4Yaja yepHas Toriora. OHa, Kak OelrieHast MaH-
Tepa, Ka3aJioch, MbITAIaCh HACTUTHYTh KOTO-TO B TeMHOTe. Ee or-
HEHHBIE I71a3a-(hapbl OCBEIANIU ITyTh, IIPOPHIBAS HEMPOTJISTHYIO
TbMy. Ee NeTsimuil cuirysT pa3mMbIBaIIO JI0K/IEM, U TOJIBKO TOTAA,
Korja He0O CTOHAJIO, B3JParuBajio, U BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH BCIIbI-
XHBAJIO, OHA MOTJIa YETKO BUIETh TIepe]] COOO0M CBOIO I1eJTb — yXO-
AIIYyI0 BAaimb gopory. Ho ee 310 He ocTaHaBIMBaNO, U HE Iyra-
70. OHa enie cuiibHee Habupasia 060poThl. OHa pBaJlach BIiepes.
B HeusBecTHOCTS.

B cayione THXO urpana My3blKa, Tak THXO, YTO M3-3a JOXK]Ie-
BOTO IIyMa, ee ObLJIO eJie CITBIIITHO. MOoJIoIoN My XX4KHa 32 pyJieM
YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 yBEpeHHO U packoBaHO. OH ObLIT B CBOEH CTH-
xuy. MarmvHa Obl1a ero BTOPBIM $I, €0 €CTECTBEHHBIM IPOJIOJ-
*keHreM. Ero MaHepa BOXICHUSI TIOJTHOCTBIO KOITUPOBAJIA €ro Xa-
paKTep: CTPEMHUTENILHOCTD, AeP30CTh, YIOPCTBO. EMy ObLIO KOM-
optHO U nerko. OH 4yyBCTBOBaN ce0sl BJIACTEJIMHOM JIOPOTH,
OH YyBCTBOBaJI ceOs1 modenuteneM. Huuro He Morio ero ceityac
octaHoBUTh. Tonbko Briepes. TobKo Taxk.

OH moOu T0%/1b, JTIOOU TPO3y, U UYeM CHUJIbHee OyileBasa
HEeroroya, TeM OOJIbIINIA TPEreT OHA BbI3bIBaJIa B ero ayiie. OHa
HAIOMUHAJIA €My JIETCTBO, €rO JIEPEBHIO, POIUTENel U cectep,
MOTOMY YTO UMEHHO B TaKue JHWU, OHU OOJIbIIIE BCETO BpeMe-



HU npoBoavM BMecte. OH BCIOMUHAJI 3aax CEHOBasa, Kynaa
OHH C CECTpaMH JIIOOWIM MpSTaThcsi B Tpo3y. CTapble MOKpHI-
BaJjia, MO/IBSI3aHHBIE K JEPEBSAHHBIM OaTkaM, KOTOPbIE CITYKHIN
¥M BMECTO raMaKkoOB M, KOHEYHO K€, MaMHUHbI IIMPOTU, KOTOPbI-
MU OHH 3aIacajliCh B KQUeCTBE MPOBU3MU. B 0K IIUBYIO 1Or0-
1y, KOTJa Ha y/adile He ObUI0 paOOThl, MaMa MOCTOSIHHO TeKJIa
niporu. Tenepp, Kax/pli pa3, KOraa HAUMHAJCS 0K b, MYK4U-
HE Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO OH UYBCTBYeET uX 3anax. OH CHOBa 4yBCTBOBAJ
HEOObIYAHBIN MPWJIUB CUJI, KaK TOTAa B MOJIOJOCTH, KOT/Ia OH
3HAJI, YTO Y HETO BCE €IIE BIIEPEIN, U HET TAKUX TPYIHOCTEH, KO-
TOPBIX OH HE CMOT' Obl PEOIONETh.

N3 nebonbion nepeHn Keutka B KupoBorpaiackoi oOmna-
cti, MakcuMm niepeexad kuth B KeB mpakThyecku cpasy rnociie
apmuu. KpacuBblil CTapuHHBIN TOPOJ, HATIOJIHEHHBIN HEOT PaHU-
YEHHBIMU BO3MOKHOCTSIMU, XOPOIIO BCTPETUII MOJIOOTO aMOU-
IIMO3HOTO MapHsi, U OBICTPO CTaJl €My POAHBIM. MakcuMy Hpa-
BWJIOCH XKUTh B TAKOM O€IIIeHOM pUTMeE. ITO ObLIO B €r0 CTUJIE.
Emy yxe JaBHO HE XBaTaJlo MECTa B MAJIEHBKOM IIOCEJIKE, B KO-
TOPOM MPOXUBAJIO Yy Thb OOJIbIIE ABYXCOT yesioBek. 1 To yin 6ma-
rofapsi 00CTOSATENILCTBAM, KOTOPbIE CBEJTN €r0 B HYKHBII MOMEHT
C HY’KHBIMH JIIOZIbMU, TO JIM OJlarofapsi ero JIMYHOW HATIOPUCTO-
CTH ¥ TPYIOMOOHIO, BCKOpe MakcuM OTKpBUT CBOM OM3HEC, KO-
TOpBIA ObICTPO TiporBeTas. OH CTaT OMOPOU 1 TOIIEPKKON JIJIsT
cBoell ceMbl. OH He TONMBKO OOEcreurBal BCeX MaTepHasibHO,
HO U OBUT HACTOSIIIIAM CTEep;KHEM, KOTOPBIN Jiep:Kall BCIO CEMBIO
BMecTe. He MasioBaXXHBIM JOIOJTHEHUEM K €ro ycrexam Ha pa-



oore crajio Uia Makcuma W co3aHue cembd. [lociie MHOrux
HEYJIAUHBIX TOMBITOK W Pa304yapOBaHUil, OH HAKOHEI[-TO BCTpe-
TWI JIEBYIIKY, O KOTOpOM Bcerga meutal. OHa MOKopuia ero
C MEPBOTo B3MJIsA, ¥ Cpa3y, TOTAA OH PeII Jjisi cedsl, YTO OHA
OyzeT ero. Tak u CIIy4uioch.

Makcum cuntan ce0s1 C4acTIMBBIM YeToBeKoM. Bee, 0 uem oH
MeuTaJl, UICTIONHSUIOCh. M 3T0 mpumaBasio eMy erre OoJbliel yBe-
PEHHOCTHU U YNpsIMCTBA BO Bcex HauMHaHUsX. OH ObLI, HE Mpo-
OuBaeMm, eciy MPUHsLT Kakoe-HUOyab perieHre. C ero MHeHreM
CUUTAJIUChH, & €70 TOUKY 3pEHUs1 YBAKAJIU, U TOJIbKO €IMHCTBEH-
HBIM YEJIOBEK Ha CBETE, MOI' 3aCTaBUTh €ro U3MEHUTh Bce. Pa-
11 K€HbI, OH TOTOB ObLT OTMEHUTD BCE TUIAHbI, BCE HA3HAYEHHbIE
BCTpEYM, ¥ OTIPABUTHCS HAa Kpall cBeTa, JIMIb Obl OHU MOIJIU
OCTaTbCsl TOJILKO BABOeM. Ho, HE cMOTpsi Ha 3TO, TAKMX HE3a-
TUTAHUPOBAHHBIX MOE3/I0K Y HUX ObLJIO HE MHOTO. MapuHa OKa3a-
Jack ete OOBIINM TPYIOroJMKoM, yeM Makcum. OHa padboTana
C yTpa J0 MO3[HEro Beuepa, U OUYeHb YacTO B BHIXOAHbIE, U J1a-
K€ 3aMyKECTBO He 3aCTAaBUJIO €€ IMOMEHSTh CBOM 00pa3 KU3HM.
Makcum, Bce Bpemsi 3aHAThIA OM3HECOM, 0CO00 HE CTapaJicsl Me-
HATb [PUBBIYKU CBOEU KEHbI, M MIOTOMY 3a I'0Jl, TPOBEAECHHBIN
B Opake, COBMECTHBIX BBIXOIHBIX Yy HUX OBLIO HE TaK Y& M MHO-
ro. Vckmovenuem ObUTH Te JIHU, Korga MapuHa e3auiia mpoBe-
JaTh CBOIO TOXMITyI0 0a0Ky. B ocHoBHOM, Makcum Opocait Bce
JeJia, U OTOpaBJIsIcs ¢ keHoU. OH ¢ ylI0BOJIbCTBUEM ITPOBOJMII
HECKOJIBKO JTHEl 3a TOPOJIOM, Ha CBEKEM BO3/IyXe, B CTapoM 0a0-
KUHOM JIOME.



D10 ObLT KaK OyATO KPaTKOBPEMEHHbIN PHIBOK M3 UX Oellie-
HOW peasibHOCTH B COBEPIIIEHHO JIPYTyio Xu3Hb. Tam B iepeBHe
OHU YYBCTBOBAJIU ce0sI IPOCTO JIIOABMU U OBLTH TIO-HACTOSIIEMY
cyacmIMBBL. YacTo Mo yTpam, 3aIe:KUBasICh YyTh JI0JIbIIIEe OOBIY-
HOT'O, OHM MEUTAJIN, KaK OTHAK/IbI KYIIST JJOM 32 TOPOJIOM, Y HUX
TIOSIBSITCSL IETH, ¥ OHU Oy/IyT OOJIbIIIE BPEMEHU MTPOBOUTH BME-
cre. Ho moka 3To ObUIM TOJIBKO JIONTOCPOYHBIE TUIAHBI, U 110 BO3-
BpalieHuio B ropon, Makcum u MapurHa mpooiKaiy KUTh CBO-
eyl MpeXHeu )KU3HBIO, 3aTIOJTHEHHON CTaThsIMH, HOBBIMU MPOEK-
TaMu 1 KOHTpakTamu. OHM 00a CUUTAJIM, YTO Y HUX eIlle MHO-
ro BpEMEHH, M BCE camoe JIyulliee KAeT UX B OyayIleM, MOKET
Y HE TAKOM CKOPOM, HO 00s13aTeIbHO MIPEKPACHOM.

B sty nsarauiy Mapuna He cobupanack HUKyaa exars. [lo3n-
HUM BEYEpOM, Y)Ke Jie)Ka B MOCTEM, OHA MMO3BOHMJIA CTapyxe,
y3HaTh, KaK Ta ce0s1 YyBCTBYeT. Pa3sroBop Obl1 OOBIYHBIM, U KaK
Bcerna kopotkuM. 1 xotb ba, Tak MapuHa ee Ha3bIBasia, cCKa3a-
Jla, 9TO y Hee BCce B MOPSIKE, HO YTO-TO BHYTPH BCTPEBOKUIIO
keHIMHY. ['00c cTapyxu mokasasncs eil CTpaHHbIM, a JOOUTHCS
IpaB/bl OT HEe BCe PaBHO HEJb3s ObUT0. MapuHa pelrimia exaTh
HemeieHHo. K coxkaneHuio, mioxoe npeIdyyBCTBUE OYeHb PEKO
ee TOIBOAWIIO, M HayueHHAsl TOPbKUM OIbITOM, MapuHa, He 3a-
JYMBIBasICh, BBICKOUIJIA U3 MOCTEJIM U BCETO 32 HECKOJIBKO MHU-
HYT coOpanacek B fopory. Ilonyconnslit Makcum, He moHUMas,
YTO MPOUCXOAUT, O€3 JIMIITHUX BOITPOCOB MOIHSIICS U CTaJl COOU-
parbcs ¢ xkeHol. IMeHHO 3a Takue TOCTYIKY, OHA U JII0OWIa ero
6ompire Bcero. Hu croBa yrpeka, a mpocTo MogaepkKa B JIIOObIX



CHUTYAIUSIX U JIIOObIX €€ PelleHusIX.

BniepBbie, oHM BcTpeTuinch B HeOobioM Kade Ha SHBap-
ckoro Boccranust, Bo BpeMst OM3Hec-j1aH4a. Makcim cpasy 3ame-
THJI XYJIEHBbKYIO, Iake Yepecuyp XPYINKYIO JEBYIIKY C OOJbIIIN-
MU KapuMH TJIa3aMUA ¥ HEMOCTYIITHBIMA KOPOTKUMH BOJIOCAMMU.
Oma ObL1a Of1eTa B y3KHUeE MITaHbI, KOTOPBIE elrie OOJIbIIe ToTuep-
KHMBAJIM €€ Xy/100y, ¥ B CBOOOHO CIHAJAIONIYI0 OeTyio KOPTOUKY.
MakcuM He MOTr OTBeCTH OT Hee B3I, OHa Kak MarHUT CHOBa
Y CHOBA NpUTSTUBaA ero Kk cede. YyBCTBys MpUCTAIBHOE BHU-
MaHUe MYXKYUHBI, MapyuHa CMyTHJIaCh, YTO COBEPIIIEHHO He Obl-
JI0 Ha Hee Toxoxke. OHa Tak M He CMOTJIa HOPMaJIbHO TT000e/1aTh
Y T03TOMY, OCTaBUB MPAKTUYECKH HE TPOHYTON CBOIO TapesKy,
JKEHINMHA, HAOpOCWIIa JIETKUI TUIAIll U, 1oKask KaOlyKamu, BbI-
nuia u3 Kage. Y Hee erie ObIJIO HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, U OHA Pelv-
JIa TIPOTYJIAThCsA B MaprHUHCKOM TIapKe.

MapwuHa 1111a, TOAHUMAasi HOraMu OTaBIIyIo JIMCTBY. Bee erre
TEIJIOe COJTHIIE MTPOOMBAIOCH CKBO3b I'PO3HBIE KPOHBI JIEPEBbEB,
NPUSTHO corpeBas ee JuIo. KoHer OKTsOpsi, KOTOPBIN OOBIYHO
3aJIMBaJI TOPOJT TIPOJIMBHBIM JIOXKJ/IEM, Ha 3TOT pa3 OajioBas ero
KuTeser xoporiiei noronoi. KeHImyHa Haia mycTylo cKame-
€KY, ¥ IIPUCEB Ha Hee, 3aKpbljia IV1a3a, HacaakKaasaCh MOCISTHUM
TETIOM.

— OTMyHas norojia, He Mpap/a Jin? — ycblliaga OHa He3Ha-
KOoMBIT roioc. OTKphIB 11a3a, MapuHa yBUjIena TOro ke MYK-
YKMHY, KOTOPBIN paccMaTpuBai ee B Kade. Mypaiku rnpooesxka-
JIM TIO TeJTy, ¥ TO JIM OT WCIyTa, TO JIU OT BOJIHEHW S, KEHIIMHA



HE CMOIJIa IPOM3HECTHU HU CJI0BA. — MOKHO, A pUcsy? — Cripo-
CHJT HE3HAKOMEII, TIOKa3bIBast HA CBOOOTHOE MECTO Ha CKaMelKe.

MapurHa MoTya KUBHYJIA B OTBET, M HA JIUIIE MY)KYUHBI TIOSIBU-
Jack mupokas yabioka. Ero riaza, obpamiieHHble METKUMU MOp-
IIMHKAMU, CTaJii HEOOBIYAaHO TIIyOOKUMHU M TOOphIMU. B HUX
OBbLJIO YTO-TO /IO OOJM 3HAKOMOE JKEHIIIMHE, TO, Yer0 OHAa yxke
HE BCTpevasia B MyXXYMHAX MHOTO JIET.

— Mens 30ByT MakcuMm. A Bac Kak? — CIIpOCHJT HE3HAKOMEI,
TIPOIOIIKAST YBIOATHCS.

— MapuHa, — OTBETHJIa KEHINMHA, HEMHOTO OcMeieB. [ poma-
HBII MyX4rHA OOJIbIlle He BBI3bIBAJ y Hee CTpax, HO BOJIHEHHE
OT €ro HACTOMYMBOTO B3IJIsiIa U HEOOBIYAHO MPHUATHOM YIIBIO-
KM, TO-TIPeKHEMY MelIasio e B3sTh ceOs B pyku. Ee cepiie BbI-
CTyKUBaJIO OapabaHHYO APOOb, KOJICHKH JIPOKAIIH, a SI3bIK, KaK
Oy/ITO YBEJIMYMJICS B [IBA pa3a U COBEPIICHHO €€ He CIIyIIaJICH.
MapuHa nouyBcTBOBajia ceOsi HEOMBITHOM U 3aCTEHYMBOM JI€B-
YOHKOM, KOTOpasi MEPBbIN pa3 B KU3HU 3HAKOMUTCS C TIAPHEM.
Takoro c He#l yxe JJaBHO He ObLIO.

[ToTMXOHBKY, Pa3rOBOP MeXJIy HUMHU CTajl HaJla)KUBaThCS,
U yke MpUMepHO uepe3 4ac, Makcum u MapuHa 3Hanu Jpyr
0 pyre oueHb MHOrO. OHU BBISICHWIU, YTO 00a BHIPOCIIH B Jie-
peBHe. MapuHa, pacckaszajia eMy O TOM, UTO €€ POIUTENU pa3-
ousrch B aBTOKaTacTpode, Koraa ei ObUto JecsaTh jieT. Makcum
NOTepsUT OTIA MPUMEPHO B TAaKOM K€ BO3pacTe, U M0 ITOMY OH
XOPOIIO MOHUMAJI, YTO OHA TOTJa MepekuBaia. VX Ku3HU OKa-
3aJIMCh HACTOJILKO TIOXOKUMH YTO, HEMHOTO ITOOOIIABIIICEH, OHU



o0a MOYYBCTBOBAIU, KaK OyATO Obl 3HAKOMBI IIETYI0 BEUHOCTb.
M Mapuna 1 MakcuM Tak pa3roBOPWINCH, YTO COBEPILIEHHO 3a-
ObLI O TOM, YTO 00E] YK€ TaBHO 3aKOHYMJICS ¥ UM TIOpa Ha pa-
60t1y. B koHIle koH110B, Makcum nipeioxui Mapune BedepoM
CXOIMTh BMECTE B KAKOW-HUOYIb YIOTHBIN PECTOPAHUYUK, U IPO-
JOJDKUATH TaM 3HaKOMCTBO. OHa He pa3faymbIiBasi, COINIachIach.

MapuHa cujiena TUXO M C HECKPbIBAEMbIM MHTEPECOM HaOJTIo-
nana 3a cBouM MyxeM. OH Kak OyaTo ObUI I/ie-TO J1aj1eKOo, B CBO-
€M, HETIOHSITHOM [UJIS1 IPYTUX MUpE. YBJI€UeHHBIN CBOMMU MBbIC-
JISIMU, OH JJA)Ke HE 3aMeuall, 4TO )KeHa CUJIUT U CMOTPUT Ha HETO.
A oHa He mpocTo HabMmoAa a 32 CBOMM MYKYHMHOH, OHA JII000-
BaJach €ro KPacuBbIM MYKECTBEHHBIM MpOoduieM, yBepeHHO!
OCaHKOM, TeM KaK OH BeJI MallluHy ¥ BPEMSsI OT BpEMEHHU CaM Ce-
6e yxMbUtsiIcs. Makcum ObLT JOCTATOUHO MOIITHBIM MYXKYMHOM,
BBICOKOI'O POCTa U B Xopouien gpusnyeckou popme. Pagom ¢ Hum
Mapuna cMoTpesniach O4eHb MaJIEHbKOU U XPYIIKOM, HO 3TO ee HU-
CKOJIBKO He CMYIIIAJIO, a HA000POT, MPUIABAJIO OIILYIIeHusI, 6e3-
OIMACHOCTH Y 3alUIIIEHHOCTH.

MapuHa cMoTpesnia Ha MyKa, U JymMaJia O TOM, Kak e [oBe3JIO.
BerpetuTs Takoro MyxkuuHy, kKak Makcum, ObLIIO TPAaKTUYECKU
HEe BO3MOXHO, a OHa BcTperuia. [0 Ha3aa OHM TOJIBKO MO3HA-
KOMUJIVCh, & cefivac 3To ObUT CAMBIi POIHOU /IJIsI Hee YeIOBEeK
B MHpe. XpylKasi U HeXHas JKeHIMHA Obla 32 HAUM Kak 3a Ka-
MeHHO# cTteHoil. OHa elrle HUKOT/1a B )KU3HU HE YyBCTBOBAJIA Ce-
051 TaKOW HYKHOM M JIIOOMMOM. DT0 ObLIa €€ BTOpasi MOJIOBUHKA,
€€ POJAHOM YEJIOBEYEK.



MakcuM, OIIyTHB B3IJIsII KEHbI, IOCMOTPE Ha Hee U TOJI0-
JKIJT CBOIO CUJIBHYIO PYKY Ha €€ KOJICHO.

— ITouemy Tak cMOTpHILIBL?

— JIto6y1och TOOOM.

— Jiobyembea? He cmerm meHs. Bot s ceffuac ocTaHOBIIO
MalivHy, 1 Ha4HY JTI000BaThCSl TOOOM. .. — Jlepka OHON pyKOM
PYyJib, My)KUMHA HAKJIOHWUJICS, YTOOBI TOIEIOBaTh keHy. OH OT-
BJIEKCSI BCETO Ha CEKyH/Iy, B 3TOT MOMeHT MapuHa rnocmotpena
Ha JIOpOT'Y U TPOMKO 3aKpuyJala:

— Makcum!

MyskunHa yaapui 1o Topmo3am. MalimHy ¢ BU3TOM MOHECTIO
B cTOpoHYy. MapuHa Oblia He TIPUCTETHYTa, U, TMOIJIETEB Ha CH-
JieHbe, OHA YAapuUiIach rojioBoi 00 JIoboBoe cTekio. Heckonmbko
MHUHYT OOPHOBI CO CKOTB3KOM TOPOroi, 1 MakcuM BBIPOBHSLIT aB-
TOMOOWJIb.

— Twt nena? C 10601 Bce B nopsiike? CKOMBKO pa3 rOBOPHI
TeOe, npucreruBaiics! — CripaBUBIIKCH C YIIPABICHUEM, MYKUH-
Ha CyIOPOKHO CTaJl OCMaTpUBATh MEPEIyraHHyIo 0 CMEPTH XKe-
Hy. Ee nuiio 6b110 6esibiM, Kak Mpamop, a ryos! Tpsiciuck. Ha noy
KpacoBajiach INMUINKA. MaKCUM OOHSUI OIETICHEBINYIO JKEeHIIH-
Hy. — Tebe 60bpHO?

— Hwuyero cepbe3Horo, — oTBeTw/ja OHA, MPHUIA B ceds. —
HemHoro ynapunack.

— Hemuoro yaapunace? Thl OHMMaeEIIb, YTO MOIJIa BOOOIIE
BBUICTETh M3 MAIIMHBI? — MaKCUM MCIyrajicsi, U HEMHOTO pa3o-
37IWJICS, ¥ Ha cebs1, 4TO OBUT He BHUMATeIeH, U Ha MapuHy. — Thl



MHE CKakelllb, YTO ciiydnsiock? [loueMy ThI 3akpryana?

MapurHa MoT4a BCXJIMITHY/Ia. MaKkCM OCTOPOKHO TMOLIEJIOBa
’KEHY B BUCOK, U TIPHKAJI ee K ceOe elre Kperye.

—Hy, Bce, Bce. Ycnokoricsi. Bee xoporio. Huuero Bepb He ciny-
ymiock. [IpocTo cregyiomuii pa3, He Hy’)KHO Tak KpyuvaTb. 51 ke
3a pyJieM. XOpoIIIo ellle, YT0 Ha Tpacce OOJIbIIe HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— MakcuMm, 0pocTy MeHsl, NOKaJIyiCcTa, MHE MPOCTO MOKa3a-
JIOCh, YTO f1 KOro-TO yBHjena... IIpsamo nepexa Haiei Mamim-
Hoit! — rosioc MapuHbI Aposka, Kak ¥ oHa cama. — 51 Tak ucmyra-
JIaCh, YTO MBI MOXeM COUThH yesioBeka. OH Kak OyITO MOSBUIICS
HEOoTKy/a!

— Ha, MapuHa, 1 Ucue3 OH TOKE B HUKY/IA, — OTBETHJI Makcum
C JIeTKOM HacMenkou. — Jla v rie eMy 3/1eCh B3ThCsl HOUBIO B Ta-
Kyio norony. Kpyrom mycroe mosne, 1 10 Onvkaiiiero mocenka
elle OYEeHb JAJIEKO.

— He 3nato, Makcum. Ho s, npaBaa, koro-to yeujaena. OH no-
SIBUJICS IPOCTO TIepe]1 Hallien MarHoi. BepHee, s1 jaxe He yBe-
peHa 4To 3TO OBbLT OH, MPOCTO YEJIOBEYECKHIA OOJUK, HE TO MYX-
YUHBI, HE TO KEHIIMHbI. MeHsl Kak OKaTWIO 4eM-To. 51 oueHb
CWJIbHO UCIyTaslach. — MapHHy NpoJoIKaJIO KOJIOTUTb.

— Hy nagHo, naaHo, Tl yero? — ycrnokausai ee myxk. — Bce
HOPMaJIbHO, BCe, caBa Oory, obonuiock. Kak Buauiib, BOKpyT
HUKOTO HeT. Mbl MOXEM eXaTh Jajibiiie?

— Jla, TOJIBKO MOXHO 51 BBy HA MUHYTKY ?

— Kyna? Ha ynuue nber kak u3 Beapa! Tel 3a cekynay npo-
MOKHEIIb HACKBO3b. MapuHOUKa, notepmu, noxanyucra. Ocra-



HOBUMCS B IOCEJIKE, WM HA 3arpaBke. XOopouo?

— W3BUHM, HO MHE 4YTO-TO HEXOpowO. $ XO4uy BBIUTH, —
OHa YMOJISIOIIE MOCMOTpENa B IJ1a3a MysKa, 3Hasi 4YTo Makcum
HE CMOKET €l OTKa3arTh.

— Hy, nmagno. TonbKko Momoxau, s BO3bMY B OarakHUKe 30H-
THIK, U TIPUKPOIO TeOs1. — MakcuM TOTesIoBa KeHY, U BBICKOUMIT
Y3 MalllMHBI.

Kak TOspKO 3axsionHyack aBepua, y MapuHsl 3aurpai Te-
negoH. [lokomaBmmch B CBOEW CyMOUYKe, OHa, Kak OOBIYHO,
HE CMOIJIA €T0 Cpa3y HAaWTH, U KOrjaa TejeoH OKasaicsa y Hee
B PyKax, OH yXke nepecrtaj 3BOHUTb. [IpomyIieHHbIi HOMEpP OKa-
3aJicsl He 3HakoMbIM. [logymMaB HeCKOJIbKO ceKyH[, MapuHa Ha-
’aJia Ha BbI30B. [IpakTuuecku cpasy ke, ryIKu CMEHWIUCh TH-
IIMHOM, HO €/ HUKTO HE OTBEYaJl.

— Asno. 3apaBcTByiiTe, 310 Mapuna Kpuuiikasi, MHE TOJIBKO
YTO 3BOHUJIM U3 3TOr0 HoMepa. — Ho B oTBeT no-npexHeMy Oblia
TUIIWHA. — AJIO, Bbl MEHS CJIBILINATE ? — OHA TTIOBTOPWJIA EIIIE pas3. —
Bam uro, Oosbiie HeueM 3aHAThCa? Ecim Bbl ommomcs Home-
POM, MOKHO IMPOCTO U3BUHUTHLCS U MOJIOKUTH TPYOKy. — HacTpo-
€HMsI UTaK He ObLJ10, ellie TOT 3BOHOK. MaprHa OTKJTI0umnIIa Tese-
(poH, HO OHa He ycriena MOJIOKUTh €r0 B CYMOYKY, KaK CHOBA pas3-
Jancs 3B0HOK. OHa, MOJIYa, MOCMOTpENA CHavasla Ha TejaedoH,
a MIOTOM B OKHO, ’KEHIIIMHA BIPYT TMOHSJIA, YTO yKE€ HECKOJIbKO
MUHYT CUAWT OAHA B MaliMHe. MapuHa He ciblliaia 3ByKa OT-
KpBIBAIOIIErocst OaraxxHuKa, U, MOCMOTPEB TI0 CTOPOHAM, YBU/IE-
Jla, 4YTO MyXka Hurae Hetr. OHa MoJIOKUIa, TPOAOJIKABIIANA 3BO-



HUTH TenedoH, 0OpaTHO B CYMOYKY, W BBIIIIA U3 MAIIAHBI.



I'maBa 2

Jloxxap mpeBpaiai Bce BOKPYT B OAHY CEpYI0 MaccCy, pa3Mbl-
Basl U CKpbIBasl peasibHble 00pa3bl. MaprHa BBIIILIA HA YIIHILY.
PaccMoTtpeTs, 9To-1100 BOKPYT OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. JKeHIHa
HE 3HaJla, 4YTO UCKaJa, HO €l TOYEMY-TO Ka3aJioCh, UTO 37IECh €CTh
KTO-TO Kpome Hee. Cepatie OellieHO KOMoTHiIoch. MapuHa cHa-
Yajia 00oIIIa BOKPYT MAIlIMHbI, a TIOTOM 3aryIsHyJIa TIoJl Hee, TaM
cujiena YepHasi KOIIKa, MOKpasl U nepernyranHas. JKeHimHa mno-
3BaJia )KMBOTHOE K cebe. Kollka 3amyprblkaia, U rpaiio3HbIMU
MEIJIEHHBIMU LIaraMy MofAoILIa K Hell.

— Wnu crona, He Goiics, — ckazana MapuHa, 1 KUBOTHOE 3a Ce-
KyHJ/ly OKa3aJjioch y Hee Ha pykax. Ei cpa3y crano crnokouvHee.
MpauHble Kpacku Kak OyaTo Obl BMUT paccesiichk. — Huuero ce-
6e! U oTkyna ThI 311ech Takas B3sulach? — YIUBUIACh OHA CBOE
HaxojIKe, HO BCE e YyBCTBO, UTO Ceiuac ¢ Her PsIIOM €CTb XOTh
KaKoO€ TO )KMBOE CYILECTBO, YCIoKauBasio Mapuny. — Tsl He 1O-
X0oxa Ha aukyo. Hy u naneko e Tol Torga yoeskana OT CBOEro
X03s1MHa!

Mapuna B3s1a KoLKy B MaiHy. OHa cena Ha MECTO BOJU-
TeJIsl, @ HOBOMCIIEYEHHOI O MacCcaxkupa Mocaauia psaoM Ha CUjie-
HbeE.

— 3amepsna? Hy, Huuero, ceiyac BbICOXHEIb M COTpEElllb-
ca. Tonpko 4TO X MHE ¢ TOOOH nenars? Yro Xk, rmoka roexa-
JIM, & TaM TIOCMOTpHM. — JKeHIiHa yopaJia ¢ Jiiia MOKphble TaK-



JIM BOJIOC, 3aTeM JIocTana B Oapaayke candeTKy U BhITeplach. —
CmoTpH, — 00paTHiIach OHa K KOIIKE — KaK MHE ITPUIIIOCh M3-3a
TeOss HAMOKHYTh. MaJjio TOro, 4to Thl MEHs Mepenyrajia o0 uep-
TUKOB. {1 Beqb Moryia pa3outbest! Tebst uTo poauTenu He yUuiu,
YTO HEJNb3sl BHICKAKMBATh HA JOPOTY, HE MOCMOTPEB MO CTOPO-
Ham? — JKeHIIHA NOTBITAIIACh YIBIOHYThCSI CBOEMY U3MYUYEHHO-
MY OCTPOYMHUIO, HO U3-3a NIEPEKUTOrO UCIyra U yXKacHOU ycra-
JIOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHA UCIBITHIBANA, Y HEE 3TO MOIYYHIOCh T1I0-
x0. — CTpaHHO, 51 yBUfeJa, YTO MHE YTO-TO OPOCHIIOCH O] KO-
Jleca, HO HUKaK He JyMajla 4To 9TO KolKa. Thl moka3ajach MHe
Takoi Oonblnoii. [Jaxke, He OonbloOi, a mpocTo orpoMHou. [1pu-
3HAIOCh, HA KAKOE-TO MTHOBEHME $1 MOojyMaJia, 4yTo cOusa 4esno-
BeKa. — MapuHa B3/I0XHyJ1a ¢ 0OJIerYeHreM, OCO3HaBasl, YTo BCe
obomiock. OHa 3aBesa MalMHy 1 Toexaia.

Kak To;1pk0 aBTOMOOMITH TPOHYJICSI C MECTa, 3aUrPajl MOOWITb-
HbII TesedoH. JlocTaB ero u3 CyMOUYKH, KOTOpast Jiekaa Ha rac-
CaKMPCKOM CHJICHBE, PSIOM C ee rocThell, MaprHa, He TIOCMOT-
PEB Ha HOMEP, Cpa3y OTBETUJIA.

— Ao, 51 Bac ciymao!

— MapwuHa, Th1 re? Tol ckopo Oyaelns? — pa3iajcs XOJIOIHBIH,
MPaKTUYECKU MeTaJUIMUecKuil rojoc ba, KOTopelid pe3an Ciyx,
JocTaBasi 0 IyOuHb qymm. — Hedero te6e aenarth, Ha HOUb IJIs-
151 IepeThbes clofia, a MHe cuau U kau. — [locieanue cioBa cra-
PYXH MPO3BYYAJIM KaK [TPUTOBOP, MOCIIE KOTOPOro HE MUHYET Ha-
KazaHue. MapuHa, XOTh M TIPUBBIKJIA, UTO ee OaOKa BEYHO BCEM
HEJIOBOJIbHA, U TIOCTOSIHHO MPUYUTAET U BBIYUTHIBAET €M1, HO 3TO



BCE PABHO MHOTI/IA €€ Oropyaio.

— ba, He nepexwuBaiite. 51 yxe ckopo Oyay. A eciu BH yCTany,
TO BaM He 00513aTeJIbHO MEHsI KJaTh. YBUIUMCS 3aBTPA YTPOM. —
Hecmotpst Ha cBOM ciioBa, KOTOpbIMU MapuHa poCTO MbITalach
YCTIOKOUTH CBOIO 0a0Ky, OHa TIPEKPACHO 3HAJIA, UTO cTapyxa 0e3
Hee yxe He JistkeT. Y oHa erie onro Oyaer Bopuartk, koraa Ma-
pUHa HaKOHeI-To oeieT. Tak Obu1o Beerna. OHa HUKOrIa He Obl-
Jla paja ee Mpues3ay, BO BCSIKOM Cllydyae, He MoKa3blBaja 3TOro,
HO Bce ke *kjajna. He noxunacek cnarb, eciu 3Hana, 4ytro Mapuna
JOJKHA npuexarh. CHavaia )KeHIIMHE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA JIeJIaeT
910. JIMIb ObI TUITHUIA pa3 HAa Hee TIOBOPYAaTh, HO CO BpeMEHEM
MOHS1JIa, YTO UMEHHO TaK OHa MPOSIBJISIET CBOIO JIIOOOBb K HEW.
[IpocTo eil oueHb TPYAHO JenaTh 3TO OTKPHITO. Takoil y:k oHa
ObLIa yenoBek. — f yxe ckopo Oymy, — noBTopuia MapuHa erie
OJIMH pa3, HO B TpyOKe TejehOHA, KPOME HETMOHSTHOTO IIIyMa,
60JIbIlIe HUYETO He ObLIO CIIBIIIHO.

— Crpanno. O6opasiocs. HaBepHoe, n3-3a Henorofpl. — Ona
MOBEPHYJIACh M TOCMOTPEJSIa Ha CBOIO CITyTHHILY. Ta rpoMKO Myp-
JIbIKaJIa ¥ BCe ellle CHITBHO Jipoxasa. — Crpimaiia? 1o Oblia MOst
Bba. Mbl enqum ee HaBecTUTh. A i 3TO, Cys [0 BCEMY, HE OUYEHb
HpaBUTbCS. BClo kU3Hb OHA Tak... JKuUBET, Kak B KOKoHe. U ca-
Ma He BBIXOIUT, U JAPYTHX B HErO HE BITyCKaeT. A MHE TO, YTO
nenath? OHa Beib MOsl €JMHCTBEHHAs poCTBEHHUIA. OHA MEeHSs
BBIpacTWJIa U BOCNHUTANA. XOTH... — MapuHa TSKeslo B3OXHY-
Ja. — Bocniutana, 310 rpoMKoO ckazaHo. [la, oHa MeHs1 KOpMuIIa,
ozieBasia, HO He Oorbie. Ee coBceM He MHTepecoBasIo re v ¢ KeM



sl IPOBOKY BpeMsI, YeM 3aHMMaloch U BoooOIe... — OHa Ha Mu-
HYTKY 3amomuania. — Ho s el Bce paBHO OnaroapHa, — MpoJIoi-
*kujia MaprHa pacckasbIBaTh KOIIKE CBOIO UCTOPUIO KU3HU. Eid,
MOYEMY-TO, KaK HUKOT/Ia 3aX0TeJIOCh BHITOBOPUTHCS. 3aX0TENIOCh
BCIIOMHHUTH BCe, 4TO ObLIO B ee xm3HU. — [la, OnmarogapHa. Xo-
Ts1 OBI 32 TO, YTO OHA HE OTAAJIa MEHS B IETCKUI JIOM, a BEIb MOT-
na. § xe eil He pojiHasi BHYUKA, a TaK, JaJIbHSISI POACTBEHHMIIA. —
MapuHa cHoBa B3/10XHYyJa. Eif Bceryia cTaHOBUJIOCh Ha JTyIIE Ts-
KeJlo, KorjJja OHa BCIIOMMHAJAa CBOMX poamrtesiedd. M xors oHa
MOMHUJIA BCETO JIMIIIb OT/IEbHbIE KOPOTKUE SMU30/bI U3 UX JKU3-
HU, OHU BCE€ PAaBHO OCTaBaJIMCh CAMBIMH SIPKUMH €€ BOCIIOMMU-
HaHUAMU. — Thl 3HaeIb, XOTS OHA U HE OYEHb IPUSATHBIA coOe-
CEJTHUK, 51 BCe paBHO CUMTAIO ee J00poi u xoporei. Ee noseze-
HUE, 3TO BCEro JIMIIb 3aIIUTHASL PEaKIUsl OT OKPYXKAIOIIEr0 MU-
pa. OHa He XO4eT HUKOTO IMycKaTh K ceOe B JIyITy, YTOObI OMATh
HE UCIIBITaTh OOJIBILIOrO FOPs ¥ pa30yapoBaHusl, KOTOPOE OHA T1e-
pexuia, Korjga Obula ere copceM Mojiona. Jloau co BpeMeHeM
OTXO[AT, OTIYCKAIOT CUTYALIMIO U MPOAOJIKAT KUTh JAbIIIe,
a oHa He cmorva. Ml mHe ee xaiib. .. — MaprHa CHOBa OCMOTpea
Ha Komky. — OHa Bejib TOXe, KaK U 5, OUeHb paHo moTepsijia po-
muresei. OHM ¢ cecTpo, Moel poHOW 6AOYIIKOM, KU B JICT-
ckom gome. MM noBesno mensliie, yeM MHe. Ilotom, korma mo-
B3pocienu, 6adyiika JlioOa, BbIIILIa 3aMy3K U pOAKUIA MOIO Mamy,
a 6ab6a Hans, s ee HaswiBaw npocto ba, Tak u ocTanachk Ha BCIO
skn3Hb onHa. OHA ¥ ¢ HAMHU TO HE OYEHb XOTej1a oomarscs. Bero
KU3Hb TTPOKUJIA OTIIETBHUKOM. [lake He 3Halo, Kak OHa peliu-



Jlack 3a0paTh MEHs TOCJIe TOro, Kak He CTajo MOUX poauTesen?
He 3narw. [lymaro, oHa czenana 310, IOTOMY 4TO HE keJlajla MHE
TaKOM K€ y4acTH, Kak y Hee caMoi. Bellb kpome Hee y MeHsI TO-
rJa y’ke HUKOro He OCTaJIoCh. — MapuHa B3[I0XHYJIA.

[onHOCTHIO OTHABasich padoTe, Bce 3TH roasl MaprHa Kua,
CTapasCh Kak MOKHO MEHbIIIE AymMaTh 0 cBoeM AerctBe. Ho Ts-
’eJIble BOCTIOMUHAJIU, BOIIPEKU BCEMY, MHOTIA BCE e BCILIbIBA-
JIM Y Hee B MaMsITH, 3aCTaBJIss ee cepiie HemeTh oT 0o, OHa
HE MOIJIa 3TO U3MEHUTh, M HE MOIJIa OT 3Toro yutu. M He xorte-
Ja... Beap BOCNOMMHAHUS, 3TO BCE, YTO Y HEE OCTAJIOCH OT IPO-
IIUIOTO, €CJIM HE CYMTATh CJIETKA MOJIOYMHYIO CTapylIKY.

— Twl kak, yxe corpenach? — crpocuwia MapuHa CBOIO MO-
MYyTYMILy, OTBJIEKASICh OT IPYCTHBIX MbIciierd. OHa ee nmoriaauia,
Y KOIIIKA CHOBA 3aMypJIbIKaja. — A Mbl TOYTH nipuexai. 51 yse-
peHa, uTo Tebe He MOHPaBUThCS MOs1 ba, HO, BO BCSIKOM cllyvae,
3TO HAMHOTO JIy4llle, YeM B I0Jie MOKHYTb noj goxjaeM. K To-
MYy 3Ke, Thl, HaBepHOe, roiofgHasi? Huuero, ckopo st Te0s1 HaKopM-
JIO.

MapuHa cocpeoTOUeHO CMOTpeJia Ha AOPOry, HO U3-3a TIy-
CTOU M cepoy MeJIeHbl JOXK/Isl pasryIsaeTh YTO-JIM00 ObLUIO OYeHb
TpynHo. [lopora Obuta MpsSMOIA, ¥ TYCTO TOCaKEHbIE BJOJIb Hee
JIEPEBbs CO3/IABAJIA BIEUYATICHHUE, YTO Thl IBUKEIIbCS MO TYH-
HEJI0, KOTOPOMY HET HM KOHIIA, HU Kpasi. MOHOTOHHAsl U OfIU-
HaKoBas KapThuHa MapuHy OOBIYHO YCIIOKamBajia U yOalOKHBa-
JIa, ¥ TIOSTOMY HYKHO OBLJIO TIPUKJIABIBATh HEKOTOPBIE YCUIIHS,
0COOEHHO eCJTM OHA eXaJia TIO3THUM BeuepoM, YTOOBI He YCHYTh



3a pynemM. Ho cerogusimiHss rpo3a He JaBaja el paccaaOuThes
U Jiepkasia B TIOCTOSTHHOM HarpsikeHud. Hermoroa u oguHOYe-
CTBO JICICTBOBAJIM HA MapuHy yrHeTarle, U o3ToMYy TOsIBJIe-
HHME KOIIKM ObUIO Kak pa3 Kcrath. Tem Oojiee 4TO OHa OKa3a-
Jlach py4YHOH U OueHb npuBenuBoi. Cujs 3a pyJieM CBOer Ma-
IIMHBI, KEHIMHA Tereph AyMasla O TOM, Kyda OHa MPUCTPOUT
CBOI0 HOBYIO 3HaKoMYy10. O Tom, 4to Ba pa3pemmr ocraBuTh ee
y ce0s1 He MOTJIO ObITh M peuu. A 3aHUMAThCSI MIOUCKAMMU ee CTa-
pHIX X03s5ieB, Y MapuHbl He ObUIO HM BpeMeHH, HA 0COOO0TO Ke-
nanus. Jla w caenath 3T0 B HBIHENTHUX OOCTOSITEILCTBAX OBLIO
IPOCTO He BO3MOXHO. OCTaBajlOCh BCEro JIMIIb JJBa BapHaHTA:
MO0 CPOYHO MPUCTPOUTH ee Te-HUOY/Ib B MOCeJIKe, JIM0O 3a0u-
parh ¢ coOo# B ropoi. BpocuTh KOIIKY MPOCTO Tak Ha YJIMIIE OHA
HE MOIJIa.

— Yto nopnenath, — BHOBb oOpaThjiack MapuHa K *KUBOTHO-
My, — OpujeTcs Tede Mnorepnerb HECKONIbKO AHEH Mol 0alKy,
a Tam 4To-HUOYIb NpuayMaeM. MokeT ObITh, €€ COCe/IKa Coryia-
cuThCs TeOst B3ATh K cebe? Y Hee yke eCTh BBIBOJOK TeOe Io-
JOOHBIX, TaK YTO yMaio, KOIIKOW OOJIbIIe, WM KOIIKOW MEHb-
11e, OOJIBIIION pa3HMIIBI 1711 Hee He chirpaeT. — MapuHa yiblo-
HYJIaCh ¥ TIOCMOTpEJa Ha KOIIIKY, ¥ e MOKa3aJloch, U4TO Ta OyK-
BaJIHO MPOXIIIa ee B3nisioM. OHa MpOTsAHYA PYKY, YTOOBI MO-
IJIQJINTh )XKMBOTHOE, HO KOIIIKA 3aIUITEeIa, U )KEHIMHA PE3KO OT-
nepHyJack. — Huuero cebe, a Tol okasbiBaetcs ¢ xapaktepom! [la
JIAJTHO, HE 3JTUCh, Iy4dy. fl Tak MOHMMAIO, K coceqiKe Tebe He XO-
yercs? Hy, ecu Tl He Oyaenib OObIlie Ha MEHs IIUIETh U T10-



o0ernaen» BecT ceOs1 XOPOIIIo, BO3MOXKHO, 51 1axe 3a0epy Te0s
K ceoe.

Peakims y cyTHMIIBI OblJTa MOMEHTAJILHOM, OHA JIEria Io-
ynoOHell 1 3aMmypibikaga. MapuHa cHoBa yibiOHYyJachk. Ee wc-
KpeHHe 103a0aBuJjIa TaKash peakilus CITyTHUIIBIL.

— Ha, a s He ommoOIack, Thl OKA3bIBAETCS] HE TPOCTast IMTY4-
Ka, — CKa3asia MapuHa v B3IJIsiHYyJIa Ha KolKy. Ha MruoBenue en
MIPUBU/IENIOCH, UTO IJ1a3a Y TOW BCIIBIXHYJIM M CHOBA MOTACIIH.

B KoHIle IIMHHOrO, Ka3ajaoch OECKOHEUHOTo, TYHHENs yxke
BUJTHETIMCh OrOHbKH. K HEOONMbIIOMY M CTapeHbKOMY TOCEINKY
OCTaJIOCh €XaTh BCEro napy KWJIOMETpoB. DTa JepeBeHbKa Ha-
XOUJIaCh OTHOCUTEJIBHO HEJaJIeKo OT ropoja, MpuOIU3UTelb-
HO CTO KWJIOMETPOB, HO €€ pacrojiOKeHUe ObUIO HACTOJBKO
HEyITOOHBIM Y OTAAJIEHHBIM OT IPYTHX HACEIEHHBIX ITYHKTOB, YTO
CO BPEMEHEM U3 ee KUTEeNIell B OCHOBHOM OCTJIUCh TOJIBKO TIO-
KUJIbIE JIIO/IM, HE CUMTasi HECKOJIbKUX (pepmepoB. Morofsie ce-
MbH OBUTH BBIHYXICHBI IEPeONpaThCS B IPyTUe cesa, e MOXHO
HaiTH padoOTy WK, TIO KpaiHel Mepe, YTOOB! U3 HUX MOXKHO ObI-
710 661 6e3 mpobiem nodupaThes B ropof. Tak 3a mocienHue ae-
CSITh JIET, IEPEBHS OIycTella MPaKTUYECKH HAroIoBUHY. Ternepb
Ka’K/IbIid BTOPOM JIOM B HEH ObUT HE JKUJIOM.

MmenHo B 3TOM AepeBHe mpoxkuBaia 0adymka Mapunsl. OHa
BeJIa 3aTBOPHUYECKHIA 00pa3 KM3HU, U HUKOTJA HU C KEM U3 CO-
ceneil Onu3ko He oOmmanace. a u monu, u3-3a ee TKeJIoro xa-
pakTepa, OOXOQWIN CTapyXy CTOPOHOU. DhiBano Tak, 4ro oHa
TI0 HECKOJIBKY JJHEH cHjesna 6e3 CBekero xjeda, TOJIbKO MOTOMY,



YTO €il He XOTeJIOCh HUKOTO BUAETh. MapuHa NMpeKkpacHo 3Hasia
000 BCEX ee CTPAHHOCTSIX, ¥ TI03TOMY HE MOIJIa JJOJITO ee He Ha-
Bematsh. Enie 1o ee npock6e, 3a cTapyXxoi HHOTAA MTPUTJIsIIbIBAIA
cocenka. MapuHa octaBiisiia €l IeHbr'M Ha IPOJYKTHI U Ha XJie0,
HO B IOCJIEIHEE BPEMS, TETKA 3MHA BCE Yalle KaJOBAJIACh, YTO
ba BbIrOHsSIET ee W3 JBOpa, BOOOINE HE Kejas pa3roBapvBaTh
Y IPUHMAMATh XOTh KaKyI0-TO MOMOIIb. MaprHa oHMMasa, 4yto
9TO OT CTAPOCTU OHA CTAHOBUJIACH €I1le He BBIHOCUMEN, HO BbIOO-
pa y Hee He ObU10. [lepeesxkats k Helt ba HaOTpe3 oTKa3bIBaNIACh,
a MapnHa He MOTrJ1a BEpHYTBCS B TTOCENOK. Bo-miepBbIX, OHa ObI-
Jla cBsi3aHHA paboToil, KOTOpasi 3aHMMaJsla MPAKTUYECKU BCe ee
CBOOO/IHOE BpeMsl, a BO-BTOPBIX, €l MTPOCTO HE XOTEJIOCh ITOTO
nenath. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOCIIOMUHAHUI OBUIO CBSI3AaHHO C 9TOU
AepeBHel. MapuHe oHaJ0OMIOCh OYeHb MHOTO BPEMEHH, 4TO-
Obl 3apbITh UX IIyOOKO BHYTpH. MTak, Kaxaplil pa3, Korga oHa
npue3kaia ciojia, TO CHOBAa YyBCTBOBasa ceOsl TOM MOTEPSIHHOM
JIEBOYKOM.

MammHa Ha HEOOMBIIION CKOPOCTH BbheXaja B TIOCENIOK, B KO-
TOPOM OCBEHIAJIACh BCEro JIMIIb OJHA LIEHTpajbHas YJIMILIA.
OcraspHasi ero yacth Obla TMOrpykeHa B ITTyOOKYIO TEMEHb,
U JIMIIb U3PEKa B HEMl MPOCMATPUBAIUCh OJUHOKHUE OTrOHb-
KM B OTAENbHBIX JoMax. CbexaB ¢ acaqbTUPOBAHHOW JOPOTU
Ha IpyHTOBYI0, MapuHa cHoBa y0aBuia CKOpoCTb. ExaTh HyX-
HO OBUIO OYEHb OCTOPOKHO, TaK Kak Jopora Oblla HE pOBHOM
U CUJIBHO pa3MbIToi noxaeM. K Tomy e oHa Obl1a JOBOJBHO
y3koi. Hactonbko, uTo ecnu Obl eii Ha BCTpedy exasl Kakou-HHU-



Oy/ib TPAHCTIOPT, TO OHU HUKAK HE CMOIU Obl pa3MUHYThCs. Ho,
K CYACThIO, BEPOSTHOCTh TAKOTO ObIJTa OUeHb MaJjla, TaK KaK Ma-
IIMHBI B 9TOM TIOCEJIKe ObUTA KpaliHel peIKOCTHIO.

BHEIOpOKHUK NMPaKTUYECKU C JIETKOCTBIO MPEO0JeN BECh
MyTh, U yKe Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT ObLT Bo3Jie [Bopa ba. Ona
KWJTa B CTAPOM, HO JIOBOJIBHO OOJIBIIIOM W JOOPOTHOM JOME,
OoJbIIIas YaCTh KOTOPOTO YKe TABHO HUKAK HE MCIOIb30BaJIaCh.
Kpyrom ObL10 TEMHO, U TOJIBKO U3 OKOH B TOCTMHOW MepliaJ cjia-
OBIif OrOHEK.

MapuHe He XOTeJIOCh BbLIE3aTh U3 TEIJIOM MAlllMHbI, 1 MOK-
HYThb TIOJl JOXIEeM, HO HY)KHO ObUIO OTKPHITh BOPOTA, 3arHaTh
MalllMHYy BO IBOP U JOXJaTbcs, oka ba otkpoer asepu. [lepe-
JIepHYB TUIeYaM¥, OHA BHICKOUMJIA HA YJIMILY U MoOexasna K rpo-
MaJHbIM JIepEBAHHBIM BOpoTaM. Korga skeHIlMHa uX OTKpbIBa-
Jia, e MOoKa3aJ0Ch, YTO OHA YCJIbIIIAJIA CTYK JBEPLIbI CBOETO aB-
TOMOOWJIs. 3BYK OBUT HACTOJIBKO YETKMM, 4TO MaprHa ocTaBU-
JIa Ha TOJIOBUHY OTKPBITBIE BOPOTA, Y, HEYBEPEHHBIMH IIaraMu
nojionuia K manmae. Bokpyr Hukoro He Obi10. Ho, He cMoTpst
Ha 3TO, JKEHIIMHA YYBCTBOBAJa Ybe-TO MpUCYTCTBUE. Eil moka-
3aJI0Ch, YTO 32 Hell KTO-TO HaOmopaet. bt eil B ciuHy. Ma-
puHe crajo crpaiiHo. OHa KpUKHYJIA:

— 3nech KTo-HUOYIL eCcTh?

— Yero paszopaiiach, cpei HOUM? — HEOKUAAHHBIA U XOJIO/I-
HbII rosioc 0a0KM 3aCTaBUII MEPEePHYTHCS U O3 TOro HaIyraH-
HYIO JKeHIIUHY. Y Hee BHYTPH Kak OyJTO 4TO-TO B30PBAJIOCh, HO-
I'¥l M PyKU OHEMEJIH, 4 CEP/LIE YyTh HE BBICKOUWIIO U3 rpyau. OHa



o0epHyJIach K CTOSIIIEN BO3Jie BOPOT CTapyxe, U, YOeIuBIIUCH,
4TO 3TO ee ba, HeMHOro ycrokounmnace.

— ba! Bbl MeHs Hamyranu, — orBetusia Mapuna, o0er4eHHO
B3/I0OXHYB.

— Yero e Thl, Takas MyraHas, Npurepiach Cpeid HOYM B Ha-
1y riyxomanb. — CTapyxa cTosuia B 0eJIoM OfiesiHUH, KaK Tpu-
3paK, ¥ ecyiv Obl €e BCTPETUJT KAKO-TO HE3HAKOMBIH YeJIOBEK, TO
OH 00s13aTesIbHO Tak Obl ¥ mogyMasl. Ho MapuHa, nmpakTudecku,
MPUBBIKJIA K €€ CTPAHHOCTSIM, U 110 3TOMY, 3TO €€ He YAUBJISIO.

— Hy, nanHo Bam Bopuarts. [loraemre nyyiie nmockopee B A0M,
a TO BhI yke Bcs MpoMOKJM. [lorbem ropsuero yas. Corpeemcsl.
A MalvHy s IOTOM 3aroHio. — 1 keHIIMHa, He CTaB 10KUAAThCS
OTBETA CTapyXH, HAIPABUJIACH K JIOMY. Yke BO3Jie ABepH, Mapu-
Ha crpocuia: — A royemy B JOMe BE3/1€ TEMHO, UTO OIATh MPO-
naJio snekrpuyectso? HaBepHoe, rae-to mpoBojga o0opBajo, —
CKa3asa oHa U 00epHYJIach, HO PSIIOM HUKOTO He yBuena. — ba,
BHl, rae? — Crapyxa He oTBeyasa. MaprHa oBEpHYJIach U CHOBA
HarpaBUJIach K BOpOoTaM. B 3TOT MOMEHT, OXb NPUIYCTHIICS
¢ HOBoM cuJjior. Kazasock, 4To OH IBITAETCS CTEPETh BCE HA CBO-
€M IIyTH, U ellle HEMHOTO, Y OT PUBBIYHOTO 151 MapuHbl MUpa,
HUYEro HE OCTAHETCH.

Brliiist Ha JOpory, *eHIMHA MONbITaIaCh pACCMOTPETh YTO-
7100 CKBO3b I'YCTYIO Maccy JOXK/[sl, HO CTapyXU HUT/E He ObLIO.
Omna no3Baja ee elie pas, 4To €CTb CUJIBL:

— ba, Bel r1e? — O6bIuHO He myruBoW MapuHe, ceifuac cra-
70 10 6e3ymus cTpariHo. YyBCTBO, UTO 3a Hell HAOJIOAIOT, 10-



npexkHemy He otmyckano ee. lllym Berpa u ckpun JepeBbeB,
KOTOpbIE TSHY/IU K HEeW CBOM PYKH — BETBU, 3aCTaBJISLIA CEPi-
1ie OMThCSA Bee ObICTpee U ObIcTpee. MaprHe Ka3aioch, 4To ellie
HEMHOT0, M OHa MepecTaHeT Jplarh. — [{a 4To 310 CO MHO# TTpO-
ucxoaut? Beb 3T0 IpocTo 10k/1b! — monbITaaack oHa ceds yCIo-
kouth. — ba — a? — MapuHa cHOBa 1o3Bajia cTapyxy, 0OX0/s1 BO-
KPYT CBOEH MallTHBbI.

— C T00OM cerogHs sSIBHO UTO-TO HE TO. — Pa3fajica mMeTasum-
YECKUU TOJIOC CTApOM KEHIUHBI CO CTOPOHBI BOpOT. — Henb3s
y’Ke U Ha MUHYTKY OTJIy4UThCsI, KaK OHa CHOBa opeT. — Crapyxa
MIPUBBIYHO BOpUAsa.

— I'me Bo1 Obu? S HUrOE He Morna Bac Hawtu! 1 He Cibl-
I1ajia, 4ToObl BBl Ky/1a-HUOY/Ib OTXOIWIIN, — PACTEPSABIIIMMCS TO-
JocoM ckasasia Mapuna. He cmorpsa Ha 1o, uTo ba nossumnacs,
TUIOXO€ TIPEYyBCTBYE HE MOKU/IAJIO KEHIIUHY. DTO OBUIO YTO-
TO OOJIBITIe, YEM MPOCTO UCHYT, Y Hee ObLIO OIIyIIEHHe, YTO BO-
KPYT IPOUCXOIUT YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, TO Yero 0ObsCHUTH MaprHa
ITIOKa He MOIJIa.

— He cnpimana ona... B Takyio nmorogy nomnpoOyii 4to-a1u6o
YCIBINIATE. .. A sl IPOCTO XO[UJIA K capaduuKy. Y MeHs TaMm mec
KaKoW-TO mpubuics, Oyab OH He JaneH... — [locneqHue crnosa
cTapyxa JIOroBapuBaja yke Ha MyTd K JoMy. MapuHa, Moj4a,
OCJIeI0BaJIa 3a HEl.

«Kakoit eme nec?» — nogymaia keHmuHa. «OHa ke cpomy
HE BITyCKaJla B CBOW ABOP HUKAKUX >KMBOTHBIX>.

Cusi 32 OrpOMHBIM CTOJIOM C YAIIIKOM TOPSTYEro yasi v yKyTaB-



IIKCh B TETLIbIH ILIE]1, ’KEHIIMHA MOMBITAJIACh YCIIOKOUTHCS U pac-
cnabutbes. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO y HEE CHIIBHO OOJNUT ro-
JoBa. Tak CUJIBHO, YTO Ka3aJloch, OyAb-TO, €€ KTO-TO CKHUMAET
OrpoMHBIMHU THUCKamH. OHa noTepsia najblamMu y BUCKOB, U TIO-
JyMaJia, 4TO HEeIUTOXO OBLIO OBl ceiuac BBIITUTH TaOJETKY acIiu-
puHa. Ho nopHumarscs u uckars jekapcrsa MapuHa He craja.
Teso OTKa3bIBAJIOCh €€ CIIyIIAaThCsA, U OHA JaXe HE CTPEMUJIACH
IIPEOIOJIETh TO YYBCTBO YCTAJIOCTH, KOTOPOE €€ OXBATHUIIO.

— Tak, roBopute, K BaM NMPHOWJICS MECUK? — CIpOCHIa OHa
CTapyxy, ¥ TYT € BCIIOMHMJIA O CBOEM CTPaHHOM MOIYTYMIIEC,
0 KOTOPOHi, MOYeMy-TO COBCEM 3a0blia. — UepT, — OHa OJICKOYH-
J1a ¢ MecTa, OBICTPO MOCTABUB Yall Ha CTOJI, — Y MEHS e B Malllu-
He komka! — He cMOTpst Ha cBOIO TrOJIOBHYIO 00JIb, 1 HA YKACHYIO
ycrasnocTb, MapuHa BbiOekana Ha ynmuiy. [oxap, cHOBa mpu-
THX, HO He npekpatnaics. [lo-npexnemy Obi10 TeMHO. Ha HeOe
He ObLIO BUTHO HU MecsI11a, HU eJUHOM 3Be310YKU. Tyuu Kpyxu
BOKpPYT JJOMa, cO3JaBasi BOPOHKY, U3 KOTOPOU U3BEPrajioch UTO-
TO CTPAIHOE U HENOHATHOE. M1 X0Th MapuHa HU4ero He BUAEIa,
OHa 3TO YyBCTBOBAJIA.

— Kuc, kuc, kuc, — no3Basia OHa, OTKpbIBasi MAlIMHY, HO KOIII-
KM TaM He OKa3ajoch. KeHIIMHA MOCMOTpesa MOJA CUIEHbEM,
HO U TaM HHWKOro He Obut0. — CTpanHo... YTto 3a yeproBmuHAa?
Kyna oHa genach? — MaprHa 3axJIONHYJIa U130 BCEW CUJIbI IBEpU
ABTOMOOWJISI M CHOBA HAITPABUJIACh B JIOM, T10 IOPOTe MPOAOJIKAs
pas3roBapuBaTh cama ¢ cO00i. — Y MeHs TOYHO C TOJIOBOM HE Bce
B nopsizike. Hy na, magHo, 6yiem cuutaTh, YTO OTHOM TPoOIeMon



CTaJI0 MEHBIIIE.
ba cupena 3a cronom, W Bs3asa 4TO-TO OechopmMeHHOe
Ha cruiax. MapuHa He TIOHMMaJsa, Kak el 3TO yaaBajoch Mpu
CBETe BCEro JIMIIb OJHOW MaJIeHbKOW CBeukH. Bokpyr Obuia Ta-
Kasi TeMEHb, YTO PACCMOTPETh BOOOIIE UTO-HUOYIH OBLIO JI0CTA-
TOYHO HEJIETKO, He TOBOPSI yKe O TOM, YTOOBI €1l UTO-TO JIeJIaTh.
JKeHnuHa TSXKeNO cefa 3a CTOJ U MOATepiia roJoBy PyKaMu.

— Hy d4ro, Hamta komky? — nepBoil Hadasna pasroBop ba,
HE OTPBIBASICh OT CBOETO IUIETEHUSI.

— Her. Ona kyna-To nponayia. A Moxer, ee BOOOIIe He Obl-
70?7 — 3aJyMUYMBBIM T'OJIOCOM crnpocujia MapuHa ckopee cama
y ceds, uem y ba. — [la, HeT. § ke He cymaciieamas. — JKeHm-
Ha CTajia MOTaTh TOJIOBOW M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, KaK Oy/ITO TbI-
TasiCh BBITPYCUTh U3 Hee JIypHbIe MbICIU. — Korika TouHO ObLa.
HagepHoe, s1 TpocTO He 3aMeTuIIa, KOrja OHa BHICKOUMJIA U3 Ma-
bl JKanb 6enasary. CHoBa OyAeT rae-To CKUTAThCS.

— Hy, Ha cuer TBoOeil roioBbl, 51 TOXKE HE COBCEM YBEPEHHA,
B MOPSI/IKE OHA WJTH HET, HO TO, YTO KOIIIKa ¢ TOOOM ObLIa, TO 9TO
ckopeil Bcero fa. $1 Bujena ee Bo3je capasi, Korjaa Xoauia K To-
My npuOIyauBIIeMycs. ¥ HAaC 3[1eCh TOYHO HHU Y KOTO TaKMX HET,
3HAYUT — 3TO TBOS. — CTapyxa roBopuia MeAJIEHHO U MOHOTOH-
HO, 0e3 KarejbKu SMOIH.

— Kak Bo3ne capas? Tak mouemy e Bbl MHE HUYETO HE CKa-
3aim?

— Ckasxerb TeOe, ThI JKe BbUIETENIa, Kak yropenas. 51 He To, 4To
CKa3aTh HUYETo He YCIiena, s Jake BCIIOMHUTD O HEell He ycriena,



KakK Te0s ¥ CJie]] TIPOCTHLI.

— U 4ro xe mHe Teneppb aenars? ['ne ee nckars? — Mapuna
HE MepekrBaia 3a )KUBOTHOE, ITPOCTO €€ MYUYMWJIO YTPhI3EHHE CO-
BECTH, BEJb OHA IIPUBE3J1a B COBEPILIEHO HE 3HAKOMOE €l MECTO.
Tenepp OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a Hee. MapuHa noj-
HSJIaCh, 1 HEOXOTHO CHOBA HAIIPaBWJIACh HA YJIUILY.

— U nanacek Tebe sta Komka. — Crapyxa mpojoikana 6opMo-
TaTh cede Mmoj Hoc, HO MapuHa ee yxe JaBHO He ciblmana. OHa
CTOsIJIa Ha TOpOre, CMOTpeNa B IIyOUHY TEMHOTO JJBOpa, HE pe-
mIasich MPOUTU XOTS Obl Ha Tapy maroB jaanbie. Jloxas yxe
MPAKTUIECKU He ObLJIO, HO M3-3a BETPa, KPYITHbIE KaIUIU MPOJIO-
’KaJiM CJIeTaTh U3 MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX CTAapbIX AEPEBBEB, U OT MX
MIPUKOCHOBEHU S [0 BCeMy Telly Ipooderasa Ipoxb. To ObLIO 1a-
K€ HETIPUATHEU, YEM HENPEPBIBHBIN ITPOJIMBHOM JOK/Ib. XOJO/-
HBII BeTep MpoOupaJt 10 KOCTOUYEK, ¥ 3aCTaBJIST BCe BOKPYT CTO-
HaTb U XPUIIETb.

— O, T'ocriogu, MHE, YTO JEUCTBUTEJIILHO HEYEro naenarh? —
CIpOCHUJIa JKeHIUHa cama y ceOsi. — Emie He xBataso, 4yToOsl 5
Oerajia cpeu HOUYM 3a KaKOW-TO JUKOW Koikoil. — Ho mepen
TeM KaK Pa3BepHYTbCS U MOWTH OOpaTHO B JIOM, OHA, BCE Ke,
HECKOJIBKO pa3 ee no3payia. HemHoro npuxmypusiimch, Maprna
MOTBITATIACh BCMOTPEThCSI B TEMHOTY, HO TaM HHUKOTO He OBLIO
BujHO. — Hy, Bce, nopa ynoxurbes cnatb. — C 3TUMU ClIOBaMU
OHa 3alula B MIPUXOXKYI0, B KOTOPOW MO-TMpexHeMYy cuiena ba,
BCE B TAKOM ke M03€. — Y MeHs Jlaxe HEeT CUJI, 3arHaTh MallluHy
BO ABop. Hy u 4eprt ¢ Hel, HUKyJa OHA HE JEHETCS B 3TOU IIy-



14, — cKazasia MapuHa, CKopeli Bcero, orsiTh cama ce0e, Hexenu
CTapyxe, ¥ IpU 3TOM MaxHyja pykou. — CokomHOU HouwM, ba.
YBUIMMCS paHO YTPOM.

— Kr0 3Haer, K10 3Haer ..., — mpodopMoTasa cTapyxa Mpay-
HBIM [JIyXUM TOJIOCOM, HO MapurHa ee He CIibllaja, OHa ObICTPO
B3JIeTelIa IO JIECTHHIIE, M yKe OblJIa HaBepXy BO3JIE CBOEH KOM-
HAaTBhI.

Tsxesnble NepeBsSHHBIE JBEPH JIETKO OTKPBLUIMCh, 1 MapuHa
NOTpy3WJIach B MONHYIO TeMHOTY. [IITOpbl Ha OKHE OB TIOTHO
3aIlITOPEHBI, HO JJaKe eci Obl OHU OBUTM OTKPHITHI, B KOMHATE
BCE PaBHO ObUIa ObI TeMEHb. XOPOIIO 3Hasi OOCTAaHOBKY, Mapu-
Ha YBEpEeHHO HampaBmiach K KpoBatu. OHa OBICTPO pasjenach
Y HBIpHYJIA TIOJ, MyX0BO€e ofesyio. HeCKONbKO MUHYT KEHIMHA
Clyllaja, Kak Ha YJIMUE CBUCTUT BETEP, U CKPUIIAT JEPEBbs, ITbI-
TasiCh MPOOUTHCSI CRBOMMHM I'PO3HBIMU BETKaMU K Hell B OKHO. Eit
ObLJIO HE CIIOKOMHO M HEMHOTO CTPAIIIHO, HO OT MOJHOTO OeccH-
JIMs, KOTOPOE OXBATUJIO BCE €€ TEJIO, OHA PAKTUYECKH CPa3y ke,
YCHYyJIA.



I'nmaBa 3

— Mapuna! Mapuna, He yxoau. MapuHa... — KeHiuHa
CKBO3b COH YCJbIIIAJa Kak ee 30By. OHa oTKpbuIa M1aza. Kom-
HaTa, BOKPYT Hee OblIa yKyTaHa JIeTKMM TyMaHoM. MapuHa 1o-
IbITAaCh MOAHSATHCS C KPOBATH, HO 3TO €l yJaBajioch ¢ OO0Jb-
MM TpyoM. Ee HOru He cilylaiuch, B TOJIOBE IIyMEJIO, U BCe
BOKPYT MokauuBayiock. CrenaB Hall cOOOM ycuive, OHa BCe ke
BCTaJIa M MOJOIIUIA K JBepU. Boanm mo-npexHemy pasgaBajics
roJioc My X4MHbl. M 3TOT rosioc 3acTapJisii OUThCs ee cepaile Tak,
YTO Ka3aJioCh, OHO cerlvac BbIpBETCS U3 rpyau. MapuHa B3sijach
00erMU pyKaMu 3a JBEPHYIO PYUKY U IOIMBITAJIACH OTKPBITH €e.
Tsoxenad gBepp He NoAgaBatack. MaprHa He MorJia CTOATh Mps-
MO, ee Haroe TeJio, Ha KOTOpOM ObLIO OETO TOJILKO HIKHee Oe-
JIbe, PAKTUYECKU BUCENIO HA pyuKe. Y Hee COBEPIIEHHO He Obl-
JIO CHJI, HO, COOPABIIIKCH, OHA CAIeJIaja elle OIMH TOYOK U JIBePb
YCTyIIWJIA €€ HaTopy.

JBepb OTKpbLIack, 1 MapuHa oka3ajach B JYIMHHOM CBETJIOM
kopuzope. OH BBIIJISIZIEN Tak, Kak OyITO OCBelIaeTcsl CO BeexX
CTOpOH, U ObLT TIOXOX Ha TYHHETb. MapuHa He TIOHMMAaJia, 4To
9TO 3a KOPHUJIOP, PaHBbIIe 371eCh TaKOoro He Obuto. OHa Kak OyaTo
ToMajia B COBEPILIEHHO Apyroe Mecto. Ho 310 xeHimuHy cenvac
BOJIHOBAJIO MEHBIIIE BCEro. B KOHIIE 3TOro TyHHe sl OHa yBUIENa
ele OfIHy JBeph. MapuHa MoueMy-To 3HaJla, 4To €H, BO UTO Obl
TO HY CTaJIO HYKHO TyJ1a NOIAcTh. 113-32a 1IymMa B roJI0BE ¥ CBOETO



cepeOneHust OHa yKe MPAKTUIECKU He CIIbIIAia TOJI0C MYX-
YUHBI, HO OHA 3HAJIa, YTO OH HAXOAUTCS Tam, 32 TOU ABEPHIO.
MapuHa nornuia K Hell HeyBEpPEeHHOM MOIMIATHIBAIOIIENCS TTOXO/I-
ko10. Ee HOorv nogkammBaiuch, U KeHIIMHY Opocaio U3 CTOpo-
HBI B CTOpOHY. Kazanock, 4To 3TOT KOpUIOp HUKOIA HE 3aKOH-
gyrrtcsi. OH Kak OyIToO Aepkall ee U He JTaBayl MIPONTH Jajibllie.
N xorma MapuHa HaKOHEII-TO OKa3ajach B €ro JAPYroM KOHIIE,
3aBeTHasl ABEPb IPUOTKPbLIACH CaMa.

7KeHmuyHa TONMKHY/ A ABEPh PYKOM, U Ta MOJHOCTHIO pacrax-
Hynach. OHa czienana erie HeCKOJIbKO [IaroB M OKa3aiach B KOM-
Hare, MOrpyKeHHOM B MoTyMpak. MapriHa HUYero BOKPYT He BU-
JeJia, KpoMe JIETCKOM KPOBAaTKH, KOTOPYIO OCBEIIA]l MaJIeHbKUIA
CBETWJIbHUK B (popme 3Be370uku. OHa cpa3dy y3Hasa ee. DTo Obl-
Jla KpoBaTKa, Ha KOoTopor MapuHa cnaja B IeTCTBe, B JOME ee
poauteneit. Celtyac Ha HEU TUXO JiekKajla MaJICHbKasi IEBOYKA,
a pAIoM cuies MyXK4uHa. MapuHa nmojoluia noouuxke, 4Toobl
pPacCMOTPETh UX JHIA. XOTs OHa U 0e3 ITOro 3HaIa, YTo Ta Ma-
JIEHbKasl JIEBOUKA, 9TO OHA, a MY:KYMHA PSIIOM — €€ OTell.

DTOT COH OHa BHjeNa oveHb 4acto. Ho kaxaelii pas, Ko-
raa MapuHa nplTasiach MOJOMTH K KPOBaTKe, OHA MPOCHINAJIACh.
A ceituac Het. Ceilyac OHa MPEKPACHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO BCE ITO
el CHUTCSI, HO TIPOJIOJIKAJIa MTH BIIIyOb KOMHATHL. OKa3aBIIMCh
OT CBOETO OTI[a HA PACCTOSIHUU BHITSIHYTON pyku, MapuHa ocTa-
HOBMJIACch. Tak OMIM3KO BO3Je HEro OHA He Oblla y:Ke MHOTO JIET,
U ee Havajia nmpoOuparhk Apoxkb. Ho oHa mpokana He OT cTpaxa,
a OT BOJTHEeHMs1. MapuHa ellle HUKOT/Ia B )XW3HH TakK He 00sIach



npocHyThcs. Eii ObLIO CTpaIiHoO, YTO BCE 9TO ceiluac pa3Beercs,
KaK MUpaK, 1 OHA CHOBA HE YBUJUT €ro JIMLIO.

MapuHa crosima u apimana dyepe3 pa3. OHa Oosiach Jaxe
noueBeauTbes. Y BOpYr ee otell caM moBepHyJcs K Hell. OH
MOCMOTpeN Ha MapuHy CBOMMU TITyOOKMMU, JOOPHIMU TJ1a3aMu
u yneiOHyncs. HeBeposiTHast BoHa Teruia OKOTMIIA BCE ee Te-
70. MapuHe TyT ke 3aXOTeloCh OPOCHTBHCSI K HEMY B OOBSATHS,
HO OTell Kak OyATO MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO, U MPOTSHYIN PYKY, UTOOBI
OCTaHOBUTbH €€.

— ConHbIko, Tebe mopa yxomuTb. Teos Tam xayT. — OH 1o-
Ka3aJl MajbleM Ha pacraxHyTYIO ABEpb.

—Ho, namna, s Tak no Tede cockyuusack. {1 He Xouy yXOauTh. —
He cmotps Ha 310, MapuHa novyemy-T1o 3HaJla, YTO OH IIPaB.
U kak ToibKO OHa 00 3TOM MOAYMasa, TO Cpasy ke CHOBA YCIIbI-
11aJ1a TOJIOC MYKUMHBI, KOTOPBII CHOBA €€ 3BaJl.

— MapuHa, nipority Te0si, He OCTaBJIsI MeHsl, — TOJIOC TIIyXUM
9XO pacKaTblBaJICS MO KOPUIIOPY, Yepe3 KOTOPBI OHA MpHUIILIa
B 9Ty KOMHary. [0 aToro momeHTa MapuHa Jymaiia, 4ro Bce 310
BpeMsl OHa, CJIbllIIa CBOETO OTLA, HO TeNepb OHA MOHKMMAJIA, YTO
9TO He TaK. DTO ObUI FOJIOC COBCEM JIPYTOro My KYHMHbI, HE MEHee
eyl JIopororo.

— Makcum? — MaprHa HeyBepeHHO IOCMOTpesa Ha JIBEpH,
HO MO-TIPeXHEMY HUKOTO TaM He yBujena. sKeHIluHa elne pas
B3MJIsIHY/A B TIyOOKHe ri1a3a cBoero otia. OH, Moiya, eil KuB-
Hy/1, 1 MaprHa HEyBepEeHHBIM I11aroM BbIIILIA U3 KOMHAThI. Kak
TOJIKO OHa MEepPecTyNnuia Mopor, TO OKa3ajach He B KOPUIOPE,



a Ha JIopore, TJie Ha KaHyHe Be4epoM OHa OCTAaHOBHJIACh CO CBO-
UM MYKEM.

— Makcum! — KpUKHYJIa KEHIMHA BO ThMY, HO €l HHUKTO
He orBeTw1. OHa CTOsIJIa MU CMOTpeJia Ha MyCTylo Jopory. Bo-
Kpyr ObUIO HACTOJIBKO THXO, 4TO MapuHa ciibliiaia, Kak ObeTcst
ee ceprie. ITo OMTHOBPEMEHHO OBLIO U TO MECTO, IJIe OHU OCTa-
HOBWJIHCH, U He TO. Ceiiuac OHO ObLJIO KAKMM-TO IITYYHBIM, KaK
Oynro He HactosmuM. Ha ynuiie He ObUTO HU BeTpa, HA JOXKIS.
JlepeBbst CTOSUTH, Kak Oe33BY4HbIC BEIMKAHbI, M HU OJJVH JIUCTO-
YeK Ha WX T'POMagHbIX BETKAaX He IIeBeNwICcS. — MHe HyKHO
CPOYHO MPOCHYThCs. — MaprHa B3s1ach 00eMMU pyKamMH 3a ro-
noBy. OHa COBEpILIEHHO He MPe/CTaBIsIa, YTO el AeiaTh JAajb-
mre. Ho ojHO OHa OHKMMaJia TOYHO, YTO 3TO COH, U OH, PAHO MU
TIO3/THO, 3aKOHYHTCS.

— Mapwuna ... — JKeHmuHe mokas3anoch, YTo JepeBbsi BOKPYT
CTaJIM IIENTaTh FOJIOCOM Myka. DTOT rojoc Obul Beszie. OH ObLT
BOKpYT Hee. BosiHa cTpaxa OKyThIBajIa ee Bce CUJIbHee U CUJIbHEE,
u MapuHa ynaia.

[Magast Ha 3emJTi0, OHA BJPYT TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO KaK OYITO
NPOBAJIMJIACh KyJa-To B mporacTth. Ee Teno kpyTuiiock mo Gec-
KOHEYHOU cripaiii ObiTrsi. BoKpyr ObUIO O4eHb TEMHO, HO Bpe-
MsI OT BPEeMEHU B CO3HAHMM MapHHBI MPOSIBISUTUCH KAPTUHBI
u3 Hee ku3HW. CHavasa oHa yBujena ceOs MayieHbKon. Kpo-
IIeYHast JeBUyIKa Oexaa 1o OCeHHeMy MapKy, cooupas Oyker
U3 JKEJITO — OpPaHKeBbIX JIUCTheB. OHA KPYKHIach U CMesiach,
MIOTOMY YTO PSIIOM C Hell ObLIM ee caMble IOPOTHe M JII0OSIIue



JIONM Ha 3emJie: ee Mama U nana. OHY UM, OOHSBIIUCH, U JTIO-
OOBaJIMCh CBOUM MaJIeHBKMM cuacTbeM. [lorom MapuHa yBuje-
na cebs CHIANIYIo B MalllMHE, HA 3aHeM cusieHbe. OHa nepxka-
Jlach OJIHOM PYYKOW 32 MaMHMHO IUIEYO, a APYrod — 3a MaIuHO.
JleBouka, HU B KaKylo, HE COIJIallagach MPUCTErMBAThCS, MOTO-
My YTO €d Ka3ajloCh, YTO TaK OHA CJMIIKOM JAJIEKO OT POIU-
Tejell. B TOT MOMEHT OHa ceOe Jaxe He MOIJIA TPE/ICTaBUTh,
YTO €Ille HECKOJIIbKO MUHYT, U OHA pa3y4uTCs C HUMHU HaBCe-
ria. Pe3kuil cBer ot (hap BCTpEUHOro aBTOMOOWIISI IEpEBEPHYIT
BCIO ee *ku3Hb. Crenymwinee 4yro MapuHa 3alOMHMJIA, 3TO TO,
KaK OHa cHjiesia Ha 000OYMHE JOPOTH, IPAKTUIECKU HEBpeAUMast,
a B HECKOJIBKMX MeTpax OT Hee, Ibliajla MallMHA POJUTENIEH.
OHa He MOMHMJIA, CKOJIbKO € MPUIIIOCh TaM MPOCUAETh, MO-
Ka He MpHexaia MmoMolllb, 1 CO BpEMEHeM €€ MaMsITh CIpsiTaia
Y 9TOT 301301, 10 cerogsmHero AusA. CerogHs MapuHa cHOBa
BCIIOMHUJIA BCE.

CrpailiHple KapTUHBI U3 POIILIOTO CMEHUJIMCh CYACTIIMBBIMU
MOMEHTaMH ee ¢ MakcuMoM cOBMeCTHOM *u3HU. CHadana oHa,
Kak OyJTO CO CTOPOHBI, YBH/IE/IA, KAK OHU IMMO3HAKOMIINCH. Kak
OerieHo, OUJIOCh ee cepille Ha IEpBOM CBUAHUM, U KAKOE YMHU-
POTBOpEHME OHA YyBCTBOBaJa Ha BTOpOM. MapuHa cpasy mo-
HsIJIa, YTO C 3TUM MYKYMHOU Bce OyneT nHade. UTo OH M ecTh
TOT CaMblil e/IMHCTBEHHbIH. OHa MOYYBCTBOBaJA ceOs1 TIOOUMON
u 3amuiieHHord. Ho camoe rmaBHOE, 3TO TO, UTO OH CMOT CTaTh
U151 Hee HACTOSIIIIEeN CEMbEil, CAMBIM POIHBIM UYEJIOBEKOM B MUPE.
W ot co3HaHwms TOTO, cervac el XOTeJI0Ch KpuJarh eire OoJIbIIe.



He nnakarb, a *MEHHO KpU4aTh, TOTOMY YTO OHA HUKAK HE MOT-
Jia IOHATH, r1e OH cenyvac. [Touemy oH He ¢ Hen?

[locTeneHHO Bce KapTUHKM CJIAJIM ucye3arb, 1 MapuHy noJ-
HOCTBIO OKyTasa TbMa. [locienHee, 4To OHa yBH/IEINA, 9TO CTPaH-
HBI, Pa3MBITBII CHITY3T Niepe MX ¢ MakCMMOM MallluHOM, CBUCT
TOPMO30B UM ITycToTa. TeMHas IycToTa He MPOCTO MOINIOTHIIA
ee, OHa He JaBaja MapuHe npliarh. Bo3gyxa cTaHOBWIOCH BCe
MeHblIIE U MeHbllle. M Korga oHa MOHsIA, YTO €lle YyThb-UyTb,
Y OHA 33JI0OXHETCs, TO )KEHIIMHA W30 BCEX CUJI CTajla MaxaTh 00e-
umu pykamu. Eif Ka3anock, 9to oHa ObeTcsl ¢ HeBUVMbBIMU JIe-
MOHAMH, Y €llle HEMHOTO, 1 OHU BO3bMYT Hajl Hel Bepx. Ho Ma-
puHa He craBasiachk. OHa ObUIa MOXOXa Ha OapaxTalonierocs: Ko-
TEHKa, KOTOPOTO IMBITATUCH YTOIUTh, & OH JI0 TOCJIEIHUX CUIT 00-
POJICS 32 MPABO HA CBOIO KW3Hb.



I'nmaBa 4

Mapuna ounynack. Bokpyr ObLJIO TEMHO, U €l TMO-TIpekHe-
MY TPYIHO Jplanock. OHa MOMBITATACh TIOMIEBEIUTHCS U TTOHSI-
J1a, 9TO JISKHT C TOIOBOM Nof ofiesioM. Tsikernasi, COMTast TKaHb
MPaKTHYECKH He TIPOoITycKasia Krciopona. MapuHa 3aKpyTHIIach
B HEro, Kak B KOKOH, M, H& CMOTpPsI HA O'POMHOE >KeJIaHhe, Bbl-
CBOOOIUTCS U3 TOM JIOBYIIIKH M BIIOXHYTh CBEKETO BO3/IyXa, OHA
HE TOPOMNIJIACh 3TOro Aenath. Eii 6bu10 crparmHo. Cepprie Oerre-
HO KOJIOTHJIOCh. MaprHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO YTO-TO MPOU3OIILIO.
YTo-TO cTpalllHOe M HEeMoNpaBUMOe, HO 3/IpaBblil PacCyIOK To-
BOPWJI €l O TOM, 4TO 3TO ObLT BCETro JIUIIb COH. MapuHa clierka
yummHyaa ceds. OHa yxe He criajia, HO OIIyIIeHHe TOro, YTO TOT
KOIIIMap M3 CHa BCe ellle TpecyeiyeT ee, He MpoXoauio. Mapu-
Ha He 3HaJsa, YTO XKJET ee TaM, CHapyku. YTo OHa YBUIUT, KO-
riaa oropocut onesio? Ho Tak siexarh 7O OECKOHEUHOCTH OHA
He Morsa. OCTOPOKHO BBICYHYB TOJIOBY, MapiHa OCMOTpEach.
Tsoxenble GapxaTHBIE IITOPBI 3€JICHOTO IIBETa, OOpaMJISIIN €IUH-
CTBEHHOE OKHO B CIaJIbHe, BO3JIe KOTOPOro CTOSIJIO MPOJIaBJIeH-
Hoe Kpecyo. CTapuHHbIN AepeBsIHHBIN 1Kad B YTy KOMHATHI,
a BO3JIe HETO 3epKaIbHOE TPIOMO, KOTOPOE OBLJIO Ha OJHY CTOPO-
HY HEMHOTO TIepEeKOIIeHO U3-3a CJIOMaHHOW HOXKKHU. Bosne kpo-
BaTH, [IBA MACCHUBHBIX CTy/la, OOOUTHIX 3€JE€HHON TKAHbIO MO
[BeT mTop. DTa MeOesTb CyKiia MapuHUHON CEMbe YK€ MHOTO
ner. OHa OblJTa, Kak TMOXKIIasi apUCTOKPATKa: TTO-TTPEKHEMY BbI-



misijiena O1aropojiHo, HECMOTPsI Ha CBOY T0fia ¥ TIOHOIIIEHHOCTb.
MapuHa no-npexHeMy Haxoaujach B cBoer KomHare. OHa Jje-
’Kajia OJHa B IIyCTOM OrPOMHOM KPOBAaTH, KOTOPasl cenvac eu Ka-
3asacs erile 6ospie. CTpax mpores v JKeHIMHA TOYYBCTBOBAIA
ceOs1 TAKOU OJJMTHOKOM, Kak Oy[ITO OHa OJJHA Ha IIEJIOM CBETe.

—T'ocnogu! U mpucHutcs ke Takoe. — MapuHy nepeiepHyJio.
Ona o6xBaTWJIa TOJIOBY PyKaMH, M CHOBA TUTIOXHYJIACh Ha KO-
BaTh. Heckonbko MMHYT OHa Jiekajla He LIEeBeJsCh, IIepeBapu-
Basi HOUHOW KomMap. OHa MomnbITajlach MPUBECTH B MOPSIIOK
CBOM MBICJIM, CBOM BOCIIOMMHaHWs. MapuHa BCIOMHMWJIA OTIIA,
BCIIOMHMJIA, KaK pasroBapvBaia ¢ HUM. [loxoxue cHbl OHa BU-
Jiesia ¥ paHbllie, HO TO, YTO ObUIO MOTOM.... Ee HOoYHbIe BOCMoO-
MUHaHMS OKA3JIMCh HACTOJILKO PeasibHbIMU, YTO MapurHe noHa-
JI0OMIIOCh BpeMsi, YTOOBI OHA TOHSJIA, YTO HA CaMOM [ieJie BCe
He Tak. Ha camom fienie y Hee HET HUKaKoro My»Xa, M OHa BOOOIIe
elle HUKOr/a He Obuia 3aMmykeM. A Beflb Bce ObLIO TaK peasibHoO!
OnHa noMHMJIA TO, KAK OHU NTO3HAKOMUJIUCh, M TO, KaK OHA BBIIILIA
3a Hero 3amyk. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, UTO JIIOOUT €ro CUJIbHEe JKH3-
HH, ¥ 9yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO JTIOOMMa UM. M TOT JKyTKHIA CTpax, 4To
OHa €ro MoTepsiia, YTO OHA MO KAKOU-TO MPUYMHE HUKAK HE MO-
JKET ero HAWTH, JI0 CUX TOP TIIyXOi OOJIBI0 OTABAJICS Y HEee B TPY-
mu. Ho ceiyac, npocHyBIIMCh, MaprHa NMpeKpacHoO MOHUMAA,
YTO BCE TO, YTO OHA BUAENA, ObLT MPOCTO COH. OUeHb peaibHbIN
COH, CIUIETEHHbII U3 €€ BHYTPEHHUX KEJIaHUI.

7KeHnyHa He MorJIa MOHSATh, OYEMY ke ee cepue MpoaoJ-
’KaeT OUTHCS TaK, Kak OyATO OHA MOTepsijia YTO-TO OUEHb BAXKHOE.



[Touemy ona otmana Obl BCe HA CBETE, JIMIIb Obl TOT MYXYMHA
U3 €€ CHa, cervac okasajcs paaoM ¢ Heu. Ilouemy oHa moMHUT
KaX/Iyl0 MOPIIMHKY Ha €ro JIMIIE, U KOrja 3aKphiBaeT I1a3a, TO
4yBCTBYeT ero 3anax. OT 0CO3HaHUsI TOTo, UTO BCE ITO HE peasib-
HO, TJIe-TO ITyOOKO BHYTpH OOJIBHO KOJIBHYJIO.

— Ha, crapymika, — Ha3BaJla oHa ceOs1, HIyTs, — Tede Cpoy-
HO HYXXHO HalTH KaKoro-HuOy/b KaBajepa, a TO yke HauuHa-
10T CHUThCSI MYKbsl. — MaprHa TSKeJIO B3I0XHYJIa U MOAHSIACH
¢ kpoBaty. OHa MOJIONUIA K OKHY M TOTPAaBUIa Ha HEM IITOPBI,
pa3nBuHYB ux nommupe. [loroga 3a OKHOM ObLTa BCE Tak e OT-
BparuTesbHa. [Ipe/icTaBuB, Kak Karuid XOJIOAHOTO JIOXKIs Kaca-
I0TCSl ee JiuIa, MapyuHa cMOpIIMIIach, U cTaja ObICTPO OJEeBaTh-
cs. Bemu, KOTopble OHa OffHA 3a JIPyrod ObICTPO HATACKMBAJA
Ha CBOE TeJlo, MoKa ee He corpeBayiv. OHM ycrienu HATSHYTh-
CS1 CBIPOCTBIO U XOJIOJIOM, KOTOPOH B JIOME ceiuac ObLIO MPOTH-
TaHO OyKBaJbHO Bce. ba, Kak Bcerjga, S5KOHOMMUJIA, M TOKa elne
HE BKJII0Yasia ororieHue. Onesivcy, MapyuHa BCOOMHUIIA, YTO
I7Ie-TO TaM, Ha YJIHIIE OCTajlach KOIIKA, KOTOPYIO OHA Mojo0pa-
Jla BYepa Ha Jjiopore. Eii crano ee xaib, 1 MapuHa penimia, 4to
HYKHO CHOBA €€ TOMCKATh.

JKenmuna Boiuia u3 KomHathl. OHa OTKpBLIA JBEPU U YBUJIE-
Ja iepen; 000 OOBIYHBIA KOPUIOP, OKJIEEHHBIH Ky TKMMH TOJIO-
caTeiMU 000SIMM KOPUYHEBOTO 11BeTa. OHAa MUJUIMOH pa3 XOJIuIia
9TUM KOPUJIOPOM, U €€ CTPAIIHO pa3Apaxkanu 3tu odou. Mapu-
Ha CHOBa BCIIOMHIJIA CBOU coH. Eil HMKOrIa He CHWIACH €€ Ma-
Ma, a OTI[a OHa BUJIeNa TOJIbKO cO CITUHbL. Ha 3TOoT pa3 Bce Obu1o



uHaue. OHa ¢ HUM pasroBapuBajia. HermoHsTHOE 4yBCTBO BHYTpHU
CHOBA 3aCTaBUJIO €€ Cep/Ilie CKAThes OT 00, OTOrHAB HABSI3UM-
BbI€ MBICJI U3 CBOEH T'OJIOBBI, OHA MIOOEXajia BHU3 TI0 JIECTHHIIE.

CriycTuBIIMCh HA TIEPBBIM 3Tax, MapuHa yBujena, uro ee ba
BCE TaKKe CUIIUT B Kpecye v BsikeT. U XxoTs Ha ynuiie OblIo paH-
HEE yTPO, HO M3-3a BCE €Il MJIOXOM MOro/bl, BOKPYT LAapyJi MO-
JyMpak. BuepalliHsas cBedka yxke JaBHO IMoracia, XOTs cernyac
OT Hee BCEe PaBHO He ObUIO Obl HUKAKOTO TOJIKY, HO 6aOKa Ipo-
JoJDKata yrnmopHo padotath. Ee criumisl HaOpackiBaiy METENbKY
3a MIETEJIbKOW, ¥ HETIOHATHOE IJIETEHUE YBEJIMYMBAIOCHh HA IJ1a-
3ax.

— Tl 4TO Tak U HE MOJHUMAJIACH C ITOTO Kpecia? — Cpocuiia
ee MapuHa, HO cTapyxa HUYEro el He oTBeTusa. — ba, Thl cero-
JIHS He BBIXOMJIA Ha YJIHILy? — HO OTBETa MO-TIPeXHEMY He Obl-
70. — [la Kak xe ¢ To00# Tskeno. Thl M paHbIIIe CO MHOM HUKO-
I/1a HOpMaJIbHO HE pa3roBapuBaja, a Ternepb BOOOIIE OTKPOBEH-
HO UTHOpPUpYelllb, — cka3asia Mapuna ce0e 1oji Hoc, U B OUepe/-
HOU pa3 Tsikelo B3oxHysa. Ee ba Hukorga He Oblia mpuBeT/Iv-
BBIM UYEJIOBEKOM, HO ceiyac oHa BooOlle He Oblla Ha cedst oXo-
xKa.

— Her, ne Bbixomuna, — oTBeTHIIa Oa0Ka, Tak, Kak OyATO BO-
IIPOC JI0 HEe TOJIBKO JOLIE]T.

— [IloHATHO.... — MapruHa BHMMATEJIBHO IOCMOTpENA
Ha CTPAHHYIO CTapyllKy, U €l UICKpEHHe CTaylo )ajlko ee. OHa
MIOHMMAaJIa, YTO ellle HEMHOT'O, ¥ OHa OOJTbIIIe HUKOT/IA €€ He YBU-
aut. babyrnst yracana Ha r1a3ax. A Bellb 3TO ObLT €/IMHCTBEHHBIH



POAHOM 17151 Hee YesioBeK. B cBom Tpuaiiath MapuHa mo-mpex-
HeMy Obuta ofmHOKa. He To 4ToOBl y Hee HMKOraa He ObUIO ce-
PbE3HBIX OTHOIIEHUIA, IPOCTO C 3aMYXKECTBOM KaK-TO HE CKJIa-
JbIBAIOCh. TO JIM MYKYMHBI HACTOSILIIME TIEPEBEIIUCH, TO JIM OHA
C TrOJIaMH CTaJjia CIUIIKOM TepeOrpaTh.

MapuHa cHOBa BCIOMHMIIA MY )KUMHY U3 cBoero cHa. Eu npu-
CHUJIOCh, YTO OHa MO3HAKOMMWJIACh C HUM B mapke. «Moxer
B Oymkaiiiiiee BpeMsi Moexarhb Ty/a, IPOryIsThesi?» — MogyMa
JKEHINMHA 1, HAOPOCHB Ha ceOsl HKUHCOBYIO KypTOUKY, BBIIILIA
Ha yJIuLy.

He60 ObLI0 MOMHOCTHIO 3aTSIHYTO Ty4aMu, KOTOPbIE Ka3aJIoch,
CTYLIAJIUCh BCE CUJIbHEE U cujibHEe. [1ok/b, BCE elle MpoJoi-
’KaJl MOPOCUTb, U U3-3a ITOTO JI0pora MpeBpaTHiach B MPOTUB-
HOe YepHOoe MecuBO. CTonsio MaprHe COMTH C KAMEHHOM TOPOXK-
KM, KaK HOTY MEPeCTali ee CIyIaTbCs, U, He CMOTPsl Ha MPUIIO-
’KEHHOE YCUJIME, OHH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, pa3beXajKcCh, U OHA yIa-
Ja. Mapuna He ripocto ynaja. OHa IUIIOXHYJIaCh BCEM CBOUM Te-
JIOM B YEpHYIO TATY4yIo rpsi3b. Pa3o3nuBimcek Ha cBowo Oecrio-
MOUIHOCTb, JKEHIIMHA yaapuia o0eMMU pyKaMu o0 TO, 4To elle
HEJJAaBHO MOKHO ObLJI0 HAa3BaTh 3eMJICH.

— Yepr, yepr, 4epr.... — He MpeKpaliaia oHa pyrarbcs. Eil
ObL10 G0JTIHHO M 00MIHO. Kazasock, 4to ceituac BeCh MUp MpO-
TUB Hee.

MapuHa nonsiTajlach BCTaTb, HO y Hee He Moay4yuiock. Oct-
pasi 00JIb B KOJIEHKE, 3aCTaBUIIa €e OOpaTHO passieubcsl OCpen
aBopa. MapuHe crajio ce0s Tak jKaJIko, YTO OHA PacIlIAKaIach.



Crne3uHKH Of1HA 32 JPYro CKaThIBAJUCH 10 €€ I1eKaM, OCTaBJIsIs
3a cOOOM YEpHYIO TOPOXKKY U3 e BUEPAITHEH TYIITH.

— 41, KOHeYHO, MOHMMAIO, YTO Thl COCKYYMJIACh TIO POAHOM 3eM-
Jie, HO He JI0 TakoM ke creneHu! — Mapuna ycnpliiana 1o 6o
3HAKOMBII T0JI0C U MOJHsIA TOl0BY. Bo3/ie OTKPHITON KAJIMTKHU,
crosin MmyxunHa. Horu Ha mmpune ried. Pyku B kapmaHax 1mim-
POKHX COJIJIATCKUX IMITaHOB. KynpsiBbiid uy0 U mMpoKast yJIbioKa
Ha JILe.

— Jlema! — MapuHa norsITanach yinslOHYThCs, HO OT YAUBJIE-
HUs €€ JIMLO TOJBKO Nepekocwsio. OHa U Tak Jiekasa, HO Ceu-
Yac e XOTeJI0Ch MPOCTO MPOBATIUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJTI0. — Thl Kak
31ECh. ...

— 41 Toxe pan TeOs1 BUIETh, — Niepedns OH ee — HO MHe Oy-
JeT yaoOHel ¢ ToOOW pa3roBapuBaTh, €CJIU Thl OYJIEIIb CTOSATh. —
N my)xunHa ObICTPHIMU ¥ YBEPEHHBIMU ITIaraMu mofoiesn Kk Ma-
pUHE U JIETKUM JBUXKEHUEM PYKH, MOAHsII ee. — Thl, Kak Bce-
ra OUIMYHO BRIISAAMIIG. — CKa3an AJielllka, TOCMOTPEB Ha Hee
CBEpXY BHH3, U TIPU STOM €ro yJIbIOKa CTaJia ele Impe.

— a yx! — MapuHa UpOHUYECKU YIBIOHYJIACh €My B OTBeT,
CTOS1 Ha OHOW Hore. MyXuuHa MpoAoIIkKaJl IepKaTh €€ 3a Ta-
0. — Bua y Mens emie ToT. — OHa nonsITanack HEMHOTO OTPSIX-
HYThCSI, HO BCE UTO €d YJaJoch, 3TO elle OOoJbllie pa3Ma3aTh
Ipsi3b MO CBOEN OACKIE.

— Ja, uer! S BmomHe cepbe3Ho. [lo moemy, Tebs HUYTO
HE CMOKET UCTIOPTHUTbD.

MapuiHe ObIJIO TPUSTHO CIIBIIIATH TAKKE CJIOBA, HO OHA COMHE-



BaJIach, YTO OH HA CAMOM JIeJie TaK CUUTAET. A TIOCMOTPETh eMY
B IVIa3a U MOHATh, HACMEXAETCS OH WM HeT, oHa He Morvia. Ee
r1a3a Oeraju Tyja clojia, He Haiijis cebe MecTa B CBOEM Xke ABOpE.

— JlaBaii s oTHecy TeOsi B JOM, U Mbl IOCMOTPUM, YTO C TBOE
HOT'OA, 2 3A0/THO ThI PACCKaKelllb MHE, KaK JKWJa BCe 3TH TOMbL. —
My>x4rHa JIerko moaxBaTii MaprHy Ha pyKU ¥ OTHEC Ha KPbLTb-
1o. [ToctaBuB ee 1o KO3bIPbKOM, OH B3slJ1 0OEMMU pyKaMu ee
3a JIIIO, W IBUKEHUSIMU OOJIBIIIMX TAJIbLIEB C JIErKa IIepIIaBoi
U 10 MYKCKU 3arpyOeBIliell KOXel, BBITep y Hee IO IIa3aMu.
ITOT HEBUHHBIN KECT, 3acTaBUII ceprie MapuHbl OUTHCS OBICT-
pee. Ha ee miekax npocTynu ejie 3aMeTHbIA pyMSsIHEl.

— Cnacu6o Tte6e, Jlema. Tol 3Haelb, HOra yxe MpakTUYecKu
He OOJHT, — coJirajla OHa, CTapasch MepedoPOTh HOWIIYI0 OO0Jb
B KoJieHe. — [IpocTo HeynauHo NOJHAIACh, HO BCE yke MPOILLIO. —
W Mapuna, 9yToObI TOATBEPAUTH CBOM CJIOBA, YBEPEHHO clesiaia
HECKOJIbKO 111aroB B CTOPOHY OT Ajiekces. OHa Tak pa3orHanach,
4TO He 3aMeTWIa, Kak TMoj ee Horamu 3akoHuwics mopor. Ee
HOra pe3Ko yIlia B HU3, 1 MapuHa CHOBa IUTIOXHY/IaCh HA 3€M-
mo. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa He pa3nexuBaiach TaMm, a, HE CMOTPs
Ha 60JTb, TPAKTUYECKH MOJIHUEHOCHO MOJCKOYMIIAa HAa HOTH, YTO-
Obl HE yMEpEeTh CO CThI/IA.

— Jla — a. Tenepp 5 Bepio, UTO C TBOEW HOTOW BCE B MOPSIJIKE.
Ho, ecnu Thl 1 Jaibliie X04Yellb OCTaBaThCs 11eJ10i, To Tede cie-
JyeT ObITh MOOCTOPOXKHEE, — CKa3aJl MYXKUYMHA, MbITASCh CKPBITh
Ha CBOEM JIMIIE IUPOKYIO YIBIOKY, YTOOBI HE CMYIIIATh U O€3 TOro
packpacHeBlyocs Mapuny.



— Cnacub6o. ITocraparock. — JKeHIuHe cTaio 10 yxaca OOu/I-
HO U cThiAHO. OHa He MOHMMAaJIa, IOYEMY C HEel MOCTOSIHHO CITy-
yaioTcst Takue victopun. He 3ps eit ba B eTcTBe roBopuiia, 4to
y Hee 0Oe Horu JieBble. He BuneTs Aseinky Oosblile IecsiTy JieT,
Y TaK ero BcTpeTutsb. Jlexa B rpsa3u. 1o Obuio B ee cruiie. Oro-
30pUTHCS B CAMBIN HE MTOAXOMSAIINI MOMEHT. PaHbiiie 310 ObuH
OIPOKHMHYTHIE TAPEJIKH, BEIBEPHYThIE OOKaJIbI, yTIABIIICe HA OJTy3-
Ky MOPOXXEHHO€, a Ternepb — IpsA3b. CerogHs oHa MpeB301uIa ca-
Ma ceOsl.

Bnpoitne MapuHe Obl10 0OMIHO M3-32 TOTO, YTO B TAKOM TIO-
JIOXKEHUU ee 3aCTall UMEeHHO AJtenka. YenoBek, nepe KOTOpbiM
€l MeHbIIIe BCEro XOTeJIOCh BOT TaK BOT oruiomark. OH ObLT JTy4d-
UM JPYTOM W3 €€ JIETCTBA, U ee MePBOM JI0OOBbIO, OHU HE BU-
JIeJTUCh MHOTO JIET, a OHA TaK Nepes HUM ono3zopuiack. [Ipudem,
BCErO 3a HECKOJIbKO MUHYT — IBax/bl. Eciu Ob1 OHA Morma, To
yOesxasia Obl cefiuac OT Hero, Kyja IJasa [JsasT, Kak Jesana Ko-
riaa-To B gercrBe. Ho ceifuac oHa He Morsa ceGe 3Toro rno3Bo-
JINTh, IOTOMY UYTO OHA YK€ TAaBHO He OblJTa TOW JIETKOMBICIIEHHOM
JIeBYOHKOM, KOTOPOH OH ee 3Hajl. U ceiiyac el HyKHO ObLIIO eMy
3TO J10Ka3aTh.

— Mosker, 3aiiaenis? BeimbeM dero-HuOyab ropsdyero. — Ma-
pUHA TIPOJOJIKUJIA Pa3roBOp, CTapasich JieiaTh BUJ, KaK OyaTo
HUYEro He MPOU3OIILIO, XOTS Ha CaMOM JIeJie e XOTeJoCh Mpo-
BaUThcs Ha Mecte. Eil ObUTo Tak cThIIHO 3a cebs1, YTO OHA Ja-
’Ke He MOIJIa HOpMaJIbHO pa3roBapvBaTth. MapuHa TUXO pyrajia
ce0s1 32 HEOCTOPOXKHOCTD, 3a CBOI HEYKIIOkeCTb. OHA THICAUY



pas ceOe MpecTaBiisiia, KAk OHU OTHAX bl BCTPETATCS, XOTS yKe
U He Hajlesulach Ha 3T0. MapuHa OKHA Obl1a TIPe/ICTaTh Tiepe
HUM KPACUBOU U YCIIEIIHOM KEHILMHOU, B KOTOPOU BCE B MOPSIJI-
Ke B ’ku3HU. Ho, momy4nsioch Kak Bceraa Bce Hao0opoT, ceivac
oHa OoJblIie OblIa MOX0XKa HA TY CEMHA/IIATUIIETHEIO IEBUOHKY,
KOTOPYIO OH 3HAJI paHblIIe.

— Ormuno! C ynoBonbcTBUEM. TONBKO CKaXd MHE, KyAa Thl
TaK TOPONMWJIACh B TAKYyIO PaHb?

— Topormnace? [a, Her. S mpocTO MCKana KOUIKY, KOTOPYIO
MpUBE3JIa CIo/Ia BYepa BEYEPOM.

— Komky? — nepecnipocun Anekcen. — Hy, Tak naBait BMmecte
€€ MOUILIEM.

— Xoporiio, — cornacuiaa MaprHa, HICKpeHHe 00paIoBaBIIIKCh
HEXJAHHOW TTOMOIIIH.

— Tonbko, MOXET, Thl CHauaja MOMJellb, MePeoaeHeIbCs.
B cyxoii ogexne tede OygeT 3TUM 3aHUMATBLCS TOPa3I0 KOM-
(poptree. — Ckazan Anekcei ¢ JIETKUM CMEIIKOM B TOJIOCE, pa3-
[JISABIBASL C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI MCMAYKABIIYIOCS JKEHIIUHY.

— Tol mpaB. — MapuHa 1ocmMoTpesia Ha CBOUM PYKH, MEX-
Ny NajbliaMy KOTOPBIX YK€ HauMHAJIa 3achlXaTh IPs3b, IOTOM
Ha CBOU ILITaHbl, U TsKeNO B310xHYya. — Hy, Torna nouuiu. [Toka
s TIepeoieHych, modonTaens ¢ ba.

— Hy, Het, — My4unHa 3amaxaJl pykaMu, Kak OyaTo Obl I1apa-
Xasich OT Yero-TO CTPAIIHOTO, — Thl HE OOMXKAMCs, HO s JIydlle
TeOs 371ech MonoKay. TBOst 6abKa He caMblid JTyUIIIUI B MUPE CO-
Oece/THUK.



— JlamHo. — MapuHa yibIOHyIack. AJlelika Bceraa nooanBa-
cq ee ba. — Toraga MokeT, Tl TOKa 3arOHUIIB BO ABOP MOIO MAIlIY-
Hy? — OHa BHITalWIA C KAPMaHA KYPTOUYKU KJIIOUU, OCTOPOKHO
Jepka ux IByMs Hajbliamu, 1 Opocuiia emy. Jlemna yierko nou-
MaJsl UX OIHOUM PYKOW M Cpa3y HampaBWJICS K KaiuTke. MapuHa
€I1Ie HECKOJIKO CEKYHJI CMOTpEJIa Ha IIMPOKUE IUIEYH YAAJISIO-
IIErocsl My>KUMHBI, & TIOTOM OBICTPO 3a0eXkaja B JIOM.

Mblicnu B ee ronoBe myTtanuck. OHa, KOHEUHO ke, Oblia pajia
BUJIETh AJIENIKY, HO YTO-TO 371ech ObUIO He TO. [loueMy MMEeHHO
ceiyac? Ilouemy Tak? Yto OH Tak paHO Jejiayl BO3JE €€ JIOMa,
Y TIOYEMY OHA HU OT KOT'0 HE CJIblIasia, YTO OH BepHyJIicsi? Borpo-
COB ObLIIO OOJIBIIIE, YEM OTBETOB, HO BCE OHU OTXO/IMJIA Ha BTOPOI
IUIaH, KOIJIa OHA Havajla OCO3HaBaTh TO, YTO Mpou3oluio. Benp
OHa kJ1ajla €ro MHOI'O JIET, U YK€ JABHO HE BEpUJIA, YTO OHU CILIE
Korjaa-HuOyIb BeTpeTsaTes. [1o mocesiky Xoauiau ClyXu, YTo ero
yKe JaBHO HET B XMBbIX, HO MaprHa, KOHEUHO, HE BEpUJIa B HUX.
W He 3ps1. AJellika BEpHYJICS, U CefYac OH 3aroHsjI €€ MallluHy
BO /1Bop. K yeMy Oblia 3Ta BcTpeua, MaprHa noka He IOHMMaJIa,
HO OJTHO OHa 3HaJIa TOYHO, OHAa OblJIa 3TOMY OUeHb pajia. M uto Obl
TaM He CJIyYMJIOCh JaJlbllle, [JIABHOE, YTO OH Cerlyac 3/1€Ch.

Korma Mapuna Bounwia B goMm, ba mo-npexnemy cuuena
Ha cBoeM Mecte. OHM, MOT4a, B3MJISIHYJIM APYT Ha apyra, u Ma-
pUHA TIOIIIa HaBepX, B CBOW KomHary. IlomHsaBIIMCH MO CTY-
NeHbKaM, OHa OTKpbLIa JBEPU U HalpaBuiIach K mkady. Jlocras
TNiepBbIE MOMNABIIMECs BEIlM, OHA MOJIOKUJIA UX Ha CTYJI, U CcTasia
OBICTPO CHUMATh BEPXHIOK OfIeKTy. MOKpBIE U I'PS3HBIC IIITAHBI



C TPYIOM OTJIMIIAIIU OT €€ HOT, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU TOXeE
OKa3aJIMCh Ha NIOJIy BMECTE C OCTaJIbHBIMU BellaMy. OKa3aBIIMCh
B OJIHOM HMKHEM Oesibe, MaprHa HanpaBuiach B BAHHYIO KOM-
Haty. ONOJIOCHYBIIMCh O[] TETUIBIM JYIIEM, YKE UepPe3 HECKOJIb-
KO MUHYT KEHIIIMHA HaJeBaja cyxylo ofexnay. Bce 3To Bpems
oHa nymasia 00 Anekcee. OHa Tak JaBHO He BUJIENA €ro, W HU-
Yero 0 HeM He ciibliiaia, U BOT Tede ciopnpus. CTOUT CLIOKOWHO
BO3JIE ee KAIUTKH, TaK, Kak OyATO OHU TOJILKO BYepa MoImpola-
Jck. ['ofpl NPaKTUUECKU HE U3MEHWJIM €r0, TOJIbKO MOSIBUIOCH
HECKOJIBKO MOPILMHOK Y IJIa3, HEMHOIO MOCEENM U NOpeaen
BOJIOCBI, @ B OCTAJIbHOM, OH TaKOM ke AJIeIlIKa, KaK U MHOTO JIET
Haz3ajl.

Mapwuna ozenack. Habpocuina Ha cBUTEp cTapylo BETPOBKY,
Y HalpaBWIACh K Bbixoay. Haxoasice yxe Ha mopore cBoer KOM-
HAThI, JKEHIIMHA YCJIBIIIANa, KaKk 3BOHUT €€ MOOWJIbHBINA Tese-
(on. Ona ocmotpenack. CTpaHHO, HO €ro HUr/Ie He ObLIO BUJIHO,
1 MaprHa coBepllieHHO He TIOMHMJIA, Ky/a OHA €ro MOJIOKUIIA.
Menonus Sting «Shape Of My Heart» no-npexHeMy mpoaosn-
’Kajia urpath, M KEHIIUHA, MPUCTYIIMBASACH K MPUTTYIIEHHOMY
3BYKY, IIOHs1JIA, 4TO TejiepoH riae-To B nocrenu. Iloka oHa nepe-
BOpAuMBasa ONEsI0, YTOOBI €ro HalTH, TeJaedOoH yxe mepectal
3BOHMTH. MapHHa cesa Ha KpOBaTh U OITyCTHIIA PYKHU.

— Yepr, Aa 4TO 3TO CO MHOM CErOHSI MPOUCXOOUT? — MOKa
KEHIIMHA pyrajia ceOsi 3a CBOI0 HECOOPAHHOCTh, MOOUJIbHBIN 3a-
urpajg cHoBa. MapuHa ObICTpO OpocWIach B TO MECTO, OTKy/a
pasgaBajach MeJNIOOUsA, U Halula Tejae(pOH B MOJOACSIIBHUKE. —



U kax xe Thl 371eCh OKa3asicsi? — He repecTaBasi ceOe yIuBIsAThCA,
JKEHIIIMHA OTBETWJIA Ha 3BOHOK. — AJLIO!

Tenedonnas TpyOka Moyana. MapuHa ciblinana, Kak Ha ToM
KOHIIE [TPOBOJIA YTO-TO IIMIMUT, U PELINJIA, YTO ITO MPOCTO ILIO-
xas cBsi3b. OHa OTKJIIOYMJIA MOOWJIbHBIN, M 3aCyHYyJa ero ceode
B KapmaH. Kazanock 0Obr4HBIN TeepOHHBIN 3BOHOK, KAKUX ObI-
BAET MO HECKOJIbKY 32 JIeHb, HO 3TOT MapuHy MoYemMy-TO HaCcTO-
poxwui. OHa cHOBa BcoMHIJIa coH. Benomumiia cedst cuasmryio
B MallyHe. 3BOHOK OT Heru3BecTHOro. Momuanue B TpyoOKy. Mak-
CHM Ha yJIMLIe.

— D10 con! D10 MpocTo ObLT COH. — JKeHIMHA MOAHSIACH
Y YBEPEHHBIMH 11IaraM¥ HarpaBWIach U3 KOMHaThl. OHa He cTa-
J1a GoJIbIIIe Mepe3BaHrUBaTh, MIOTOMY YTO HOMEpP OKa3aJiCsl Heu3-
BecTHbIM. Ho Mapuna pemmna He 3a6uBath OoJblie cede roso-
BY Pa3HBIMHU IJIYTIOCTSIMU, a TIOWTH HAKOHEI[-TO U MOUCKATh CBOIO
komky. — Kakas xe oHa Mosi? DTO IIPOCTO UyKO€ MOTepsBLIee-
sl )KMBOTHOE, — OTBEYasi HA CBOM MBICIIY, ITpor3Hecna MapuHa
BCJIyX, CITyCKasiCh BHU3 I10 JIECTHULIE.

MapuHa BbIIILIa Ha YAUITY W YBHUJIENA, YTO MAIIMHA TO-TIPeXk-
HEeMy CTOMT Ha Jopore. OHa OCTOPOKHBIMU MaJIEHbKMMHU I11ara-
MM Ipeoj1oiesia ABOP U MOJIOIUIA K KaJIUTKe. AJIEKCel CTOsLT BO3-
Jie aBTOMOOWJIS, @ HA ero pyKax MYpJblKajia M Tepiach 00 ero
rpy/ib, KOIIKa. 1o OblIa Ta KOIIIKa, KOTOpyo MapuHa Buepa 1o-
nobpasia Ha jiopore. KeHiuHa cpasy ee y3Hasia. OHa nojona
K AJIEKCel0, ¥ TOXke TMOIJIa/Inja yKe COBCEM MOKPOE OT MEJIKOIrO
Ha30MJIMBOIO A0S )KUBOTHOE.



— I'ne ol ee Hamen? — cipocuiia oHa AJieKces.

— Ona cama mpubexana KO MHe, KaK TOJBKO yCIBIIIaa, YTo
s1 OTKPBIBAIO MAIIIUHY, — OTBETWI MYyXKUMHA, MPOJOJKAasi BMeCTe
¢ MapuHoi raauts Komky. OH IpoIoJIKai 310 JesiaTh, [IOTOMY
Ternepb €ro Majblibl CJETKa COMPUKACAIUCh C najblamMu Mapu-
HBIL. DTa JIerKasi 1 HeBUHHAsI OJTN30CTh, OyIOpaXuiia ero, U KeH-
IIMHA 3TO oulylaia. B ouepeaHon pas, KOrjaa ux najblibl MpU-
TPOHYJIUCh, AJIEKCEU MOJIOXKUII CBOIO PYKY Ha pyKy MapuHbl,
OT HEO)KUJAHHOCTU OHa CBOIO OTIepHyJa. — Ho B MailmHy oHa
6e3 Te0s1 0TKa3anach CaguThCsl, — MPOJOIKUI PAa3roBop AJiek-
ceid, YToOBl N30eKaTh HEJIOBKOW CUTYAIMH, HO TIPH 3TOM OH 3a-
nisiHya Mapuse rimy0oko B ria3a. OHa Bee elnie cTosiia Tak Onm3-
KO OT HEro, 4TO OH YyBCTBOBAJI €€ TEIJIOe JbIXaHUE.

— Wy mos1, xoporiiasi, — 00paTUiiach KEHIIMHA K KOIIIKe, Tie-
perackuBas ee cebe Ha pyku. — Ceiiuac Mbl oiieM B 1oM. S Te-
6s1 HakopMUTIO M 00orpero. — OHa YKpblla MYpPIIBIYYIIYIO KOIIKY
CBOE KYpPTKOI.

— MapuHa, a rze Tbl ee B3s1a? — CIIPOCHIT AJIEKCEN.

— B cMmbicnie, rae 4 ee B3s1a? — He MOHsJIa BOIPOCA JKEHINK-
Ha. — OTKyza Thl 3Haelllb, YTO OHA He MOos1?

— 41 He 3Hal0, S MPOCTO Mperosaral, — OTBETH AJIEKCeH,
4eM errie Oomblie yauBuia Mapuny.

— Ho nouemy? [ToueMy Tl MPEATIONOKII, YTO KOIITKA HE MO ?

— Ha He# omeiiHuk, Ha Kotopom HanucaHo Angel. 4 Tak no-
HUMAIO, 3TO €r0 UMSI.

— Ero?



— Jla, Mapuna. CTpaHHO, UTO Thl HE 3aMETWUJIA, HO 3TO KOT!

— Kot? — MapuHa noziHs1a ;kMBOTHOE BBEPX M PACCMESIACH. —
[Tpoct MeHs1 MaJblIil, — oOpaTuiach oHa K Hemy. — [Ipoctu me-
Hsl, €CJIY 3a/ieJ1a TBOI0 MYXKCKYI0 ropocTb. — Ee pa3Becenuiia 3ta
curyanusi. Mapuse nouemy-to abCOTIOTHO HE TIPUIILIO B TOJIO-
BY, UTO KOIIIKa MOXET OKa3aThCst KOTOM. [1a3a y Hero Oblin Ka-
KMMU-TO XEHCKUMH. A OIEWHUKA Yy HEro Ha Iree OHa BOOOIIe
paHbllle He 3aMeyvaia.

— Tak, 3HaUYuT 3TO BCE-TaKU HEe TBOW KOT? — TPOAOIIKUI AJIeK-
ceil, SIBHO JIOBOJIbHBIN CBOEH HAOJMIOIATEIbHOCTBIO.

— Jla. He mou. 4 Haiuia ero Buepa Ha 10pore.

— ¥V nHac B nocejnke?

— Her, He y Hac. $1 Hanuta ero mpuoOIM3UTETIbHO KUJIOMETPOB
copok otciofa. OH Opocuiics psAMO MHe o] ManmHy. U 9to xe
MHE Terepb ¢ TOOOU AeaTh? — oOpaThiiach OHa yXke K KOTy. —
Benp okazpiBaeTcs, y TeOs €CTh XO35IMH WM X03siiKa. M, HaBep-
HOE, Thl KM OY€Hb JIOPOT, €CJIM OHH ITOBECHIIU TeOe TaKOU T0pO-
ro OLIEMHUK W Ha3BAJIM AHIEIOM.

OLIEHNK HA HEM OKa3aJicsa IeNCTBUTENIHLHO He AenieBeiM. OH
OBUI ClieNIaH U3 HATYyPaJIbHOUM KOXH, C HEOOJBIIUM 30JI0THIM Me-
JaJTbOHOM, C OJIHOM CTOPOHBI Ha KOTOPOM OBLIIO M, a C APYTrOi
CTOPOHBI — T'PABUPOBKA HACTOSIIIETO AHTEJIOYKA.

— Jlyma, MOXHO ToexaTh Ty/la W MOMpoOOBaTh IOMCKATh
€ro Xo3sieB B ONMMKaiIeM IMocesKe, — MPeaIoKua Asekcei. —
Bpsia 1 oH Mor Janeko yUTH OT CBOETo JoMa.

— Ha, eI TpaB, — cormnacuia Mapuna. OHa B310XHYJIA U IPU-



’aJia TPOMOKIIIero KOTHKa K cede mooske. — Ho cHavasa, st ero
HakopmuTio. — M JKeHIMHA yBEPEHHBIMU IIaraMU HATIPABUJIACH
B JIOM. AJIeKCeil, He I0’)KMJAsiCh HA 3TOT pa3 MpUIJIallleHus, Mo-
CJIeJOBAaJI 32 HEW.



I'naBa 5

MapuHa BolLIa B IOM M HalpaBWwIach K CTapoMy ypyarlie-
MY XOJIOIMJIBHUKY, KOTOPBIN OHA YK€ IaBHO XOTeJa BHIOPOCHTH,
Ho DBa eif He maBanma. D1o ObUIa OJHA M3 TEX CTapbIX MOJEJEH,
U3 3alIEIKMABAIILIENCS PYyYKOW, KOTOpPbIE KPOME IpOXO0Ta U IIIy-
Ma, OoJIbllle TPAKTUYECKU HUKAKOM MOJb3bl He puHocuiu. Kor,
KoToporo MapuHa elje HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aj CYMTasa KOIl-
KOii, Tepcsl O ee pyKU U TUXO Mypiblkajl. OH, OYEBUJHO, YyB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO €ro0 CKOPO HAaKOPMSIT, U, MOXOXe, ObLT 3TOMY pajl.
Ho xorpa MapuHa OTKpbLIa XOJOOWIBHUK, TO y HEE CIIy4uIIcA
JIETKUI TIOK.

— Yepr, y Hac ke HeT CBeTa, — BhIPyrajach OHa, U OTITYCTUIIA
KOTa Ha 1oJ1. XOJIOIMIBHUK OKa3ajcs He MPOCTO OTKIIOUEHHbIM,
OT HEro MCXOAMJI TAKOM 3arax, 4yTo y CJerka IporojojaBlIencs
Mapunsl, Haripoub mporas anmneTut. OHa erre pas mpo cedst Bbl-
pyrainace. — ba, y Te0s HaligeTcs, 4eM HaKOpMHTh KOTa? — CIIpo-
CWJIa OHA y CTapyXH, HUKAK HE pearvpoBaBIlield Ha TO, YTO Ceu-
Yac MPOUCXOANJIO Y Hee B 1oMe. OTBeTa He MOCIeJ0BalIo.

AJekceil, THXO M03/I0pOBABIINCH, OIMYCTUJICS HA OJVKANTIIANA
crya. Crapyxa ero NnpOMrHOPUpPOBaJIA, HO TAaK MPOMCXOIUIIO
Y paHbllIe, T0O3TOMY OH He ynuBuics. OnHaKko IUCKOMQOPT OILLy-
mascs. B 3ToT MOMEHT OH 4yBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 MAJIBUMILIKOM, KOTO-
POro MOT'yT BBITHATh M3 IOMA B JM0O0W MOMeHT. EMy BIApyT 3ax0-
TEJIOCh CKPYTUTHCS KIIYOOUKOM, U CTaTh HE3aMETHBIM, HEBU/IU-



MBIM JIJIS1 HETOCTENPUUMHON X0351iKu. [Iporiuio Gosbiiie necstu
JIeT, a B 9TOM JIOME KaK Oy/ITO HUYEero He U3MEHUJIOCh.

— ba-a! — Mapuna no3BaJna emie pas.

— B X010111bHUKE MOJIOKO, — OTBETHJIA CTapyXa IPAKTUYECKU
cebe oy Hoc, HO MapuHa Bce ke ee yCIbIIIaa.

— B xononunpHUKE? — KEHIIUHE IBHO HE XOTEJIOCh OTKPhIBATh
ero erie pas3, 1 OHa He TMpeacTaBisia cebe, Kakoe MOJIOKO MO-
KeT TaM ObITh, HO, 3apaHee CMOPIIUBIIKUCH, OHA BCE K€ OTKPhLIA
CHOBA JIBEpILY.

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, cpelu MpOMaBIIMX MPOAYKTOB, KOTOPBIX
BITpOYEM, ObLIO HE TaK YK U MHOTO, M KACTPIOJIY C YEM-TO HEU3-
BECTHbIM, MaprHa Halula MakeT ¢ MOJOKOM, KOTOPBIM CTOSLI
Ha JIBEpUE XOJIOoAWIbHUKA. OHA OCTOPOKHO OTKpPbUIA €0 U MO-
HIOXaJIa coiepkumoe. MoJIoko okazanioch xopommm. OOpajio-
BAaBIIIMCh TAKOM Haxojke, MapHvHa Halula Ha MOJKE C MOCyAor
n1yOOKYI0 MUCOYKY M TIO3Bajia K ce0e KOTa, KOTOPBI TeM Bpe-
MEHEM Yike Tepcs 0 Horu Asiekcest. OH, ycipluas ronoc Mapu-
HBI, PBICBIO OpOCUJICS K Hell. SIBHO mporosioasIiieecst ’KUBOTHOE
C YAOBOJIbCTBUEM YXJIECTHIBAJIO MOJIOKO C MUCKH, IIPY STOM MYp-
JIbIYA.

— EMy HpaBuTthCH, — ckazana MapurHa, IpuceB Ha CTyJ1 Halpo-
TUB AJIEKCes.

— Eine Ob1, He HpaBwioch. OH K€ TONOTHBIN Kak BOJIK. $1, KO-
IAa B3sJ1 €r0 Ha PyKH, cpa3y MOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YPUUT Y HETO
B KMBOTE.

— [IpAMO Tak 1 Mo4yBCTBOBAN?



— CepbesHo. S u cam xoTen Tede MpeIIoKUTh HAKOPMUTS €10,
HO ThI MEHSI OTlepe/IniIa, Kak Bceraa. — AJiekceid ynbsioancs. Emy
HPaBWJICS MX HETIPUHYKACHHBIN IIIyTOUHBIN pa3roBop. beijio Ta-
KOE 4yBCTBO, YTO OHM C MaprHOI U HEe pacCTaBajiCh HUKOI/A.
Kak OyaTo 3THX JIeT, KOTOphle OHU HE BHUJIEJINChH, IIPOCTO He ObI-
70. Kak Oynro oH elrie Buepa Be4epoM TyJIsiT C Hell 10 MOCeIKY,
B3SIBIIIKCH 32 PyKH. AJIeKCcell MOYyBCTBOBAN TEILIO, KOTOpPOe 00-
BoNlakuBaJIo ero. C HUM Bcera Tak ObLIO, KOrJa OH HaXOIUJICS
pagom ¢ MapuHoi. U 3a cTOJIBKO JIeT a0COMIOTHO HIYETo He 13-
MEHWIOCh.

PasroBapuBast Hu 0 uemM, MapuHa OblTa TTOTHOCTBIO TIOTJIONIE-
Ha nipucytcrBreM Auiekcesl. OHa yxe He CMOTpeJia Ha KOTa, Ipo-
JOJDKABIIIErO TUTh MOJIOKO, ¥ He oOpalliajia BHUMaHHS Ha CTapy-
Xy, BCE TaK e CUSIIYI0 B Kpecie. Ee r1a3za yToHyam B IiryOOKIX
r1a3zax Myx4uHbl. Kak e oHa COCKyuymsiach 1o 3ToMy B3IJISIY,
3aCTaBJISBIIEMY KOIA-TO €€ JbllaTh Yepe3 pas.

AJiekcent Takke He Mor OTopBaThcsi OT Mapunbl. Ee 3BoHKMI,
BCE €IIIe IEBYAUHI CMEX, €€ TeIUTbIi 0OBOIaKHUBAIOIIUI FOJIOC, OH
Mor caymaTh ux BeyHo. OH Tak u jaenan. Bee 1o Bpems, noka
OH ee He BUJeN, AJlellIKa HU Ha JIOMIO CEKYH/Ibl He 3a0bIBaJl 3TU
pOZIHBbIE HOTKU. Paau HUX OH MPOAOIIKAJ CYILIECTBOBATh BCE ITO
BpeMs. Paau HuX OH ciona BepHyJICA.

— MapuHa, no Mmoemy TBOs1 ba Xo4er yTo-TO TEbE cKazarh. —
Tonbko Ha CEeKyH/ly OTBJIEKIIUCH, AJIEKCEHN YBUIEN, YTO CTapyXa
Bctasna. OT ee B3I TPOOMPa MOPO3.

Mapwuna oOepHyJach.



—Ba, b1 yTO-TO He Tak? TeGe uTo-HUOYIb HYKHO ? — CIIPOCHIIA
Mapuna y Hee, HO cTapyxa er He orBeTriia. OHa MoJT4a rnogouuia
K Anekceio 1 Mapune. Ene pa3 3arisiHyla um MnpsiMo B I71a3a,
MIPOKUTAsi CBOMM B3IJIS1I0M HACKBO3b, 4 [IOTOM, Pa3BEPHYBILUCH,
HApaBWIACh K JIBEPH, UTO Bejia Ha yiuuy. — ba el kyna? Tam
noxap! Onenbesi! — Ho Bce cioBa JKeHIMHBL ObUTA HATTPACHBHI.
Crapyxa He oOpanajia Ha Hee HM Kakoro BHUMaHus1. OHa Mojya
BBIIIUIA HA YJIUILY, BCE B TOU ke Oesoil HouHou pyoartke. — Bor,
BU/IMIIIb, YTO C HEW IIPOMCXOIUTH? — oOpaTriack MapuHa K OKa-
MeHeBlIemy Auiekcero. — OHa yke COBCEM M3 yMa BblkMIa. Yero
JaJIbllle JKJaTh, HE 3HAI0?

MapuHa nogssiace, B3sijla MyCOPHOE BEIPO, M CHOBA TOJIO-
U1 K XOJMOAUIbHUKY. Hy:KHO ObLIIO UTO-TO JiefaTh U3 BCEM TeM
€ro CoepPXXUMBIM, KOTOpOe Korjaa-To Osuto enoil. He pasoupas
HUYEro U He paccMaTpuBasi, OHa CTajla BCe BhIrpedaTh U3 Mojio-
YeK 1 BHIOPaChIBATh.

— A, mo-mMoemy, oHa aOCOJIIOTHO He M3MEHWIach. — AJleKcei
TMOMBITANICS OTHIYTUThCSA. OH XOTeN XOTh KaK-TO MOAHATh, Mapu-
HE HACTPOEHHUE, KOTOPOro OYEBUIHO He ObLIO. — Thl MOMHHIIID,
KaK OHa 3aKpbIBaja Mepe/l MOMM HOCOM ABEpH, Jejiasl BUI, YTO
HE BUJUT MEHs M He CIBIIUT. M Kak OHa OTBsI3bIBaJIa BaIllero
1ica, YToOBI sl He cMOT BOWTH K Tebe. Kcratu, s Bce BpeMs tymat,
YTO OHA TI0 HOYAM CIIeIIUaIbHO IPECCUPYET €r0, UCIONb3Ys BMe-
CTO KYKJIbl MO€e 4y4esio. Moii, BOT TBou Bpar! PBu ero!

MapuHa ynbiOHYIach, CBOpauMBasi MaKeT C MyCOPOM, U BbIHU-
Mas ero u3 Bezpa. CrapaHus AjeKkcesl OKa3aJIMCh HE HAIIPACHBI-



Mu. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA, 4TO ee ba aeficTBUTEIbHO HUKOTrJa He JIo-
ouna Anenry. OHa Ha3bIBaJIa €ro OaHIIOTaHOM U Oe3]1e/TbHUKOM,
Y OTKPOBEHHO JiaBajia MapuHe IMOHATh, YTO HE XOUeT, YTOObI OHA
¢ HuM Bujenack. Torga MapuHa He noHuMasna, nouemy ba Tak
C HeH mocTymaeT. 3a 4To OHa Tak He Bo3moOmsa ero? Benp Ha ca-
MOM JieJie, AJIellTka HUKOT/Ia He ObLT HY XYJIUTAaHOM, HA Pa3TiJib-
asieM. OH ObLT OOBIYHBIN PE3BBIH, ClIETKa 3aIUPUCTbHIA TAPHUIII-
ka. M TonpKo co BpemeHeM MapuHa MOHsIa, 4TO KOro Obl OHA
He IpuBeJia B 3TOT JOM, OH HHMKOrJa He NoHpaButcs ee ba, mo-
TOMY YTO €il B IPUHIIUIIE HUKTO HUKOT/Ia HE HPABUTCS.

— Ha, el ipaB. OHa Bceraa ceds Tak Bena. Ho, Bce paBHO, 1a-
e ellle B MPOIUIBIA pa3, Korjaa s K HeW mpuesxasa, oHa Obuia
KaKoOW-TO Apyrou. A ceryac... { cama He MOHMMAIO, YTO ceryac,
HO 51 YyBCTBYIO, UTO C HEW YTO-TO He Tak. M Xyxke Bcero, 4to s
HE MOTY C Hell MoroBoputh 00 3ToM. OHa MPOCTO MEHSI UTHOPU-
pyeT. A Bapyr 51 Obl cMorJia el yeM-To oMoub? MoxeT y Hee
60T 4T0-T0? MOKET HYKHO BBI3BATH €11 JIOKTOPA, UJIA CBO3UTD
ee B ropoj, B 6ompHUIly? YTo MHe nenath, Jlema? Tol TONBKO
MOCMOTPH Ha 3TOT XOJOAWIBHUK, — MapuHa co 3710CThIO XJIOTI-
HYJIa IBEpIIEH, ¥ CTapblii anmapat 37100HO 3axpariesi el B OTBET, —
a BeJlb MeHs He OBbUIO 3[IeCh BCErO He/eNMio. 3HAlo, TaK JIajbIie
MIPOJIONIKATHCS] HE MOKET, HO UTO JIeJIaTh, AaKe He MPEeACTaBIISsIIoO.

— Hy, TbI %e nmoHuMaellib, YTO OHA BCE PABHO HU 32 UTO Ha CBe-
T€ HE COIVIACUTBLCS HU Kyla exaTb. A BOT HacyeT TOro, YTOObI
MIPUBECTH €l JIOKTOpa, TO MOKHO ObUTO Obl. Ho cHavasia HyXHO
YTOBOPHTS €€, IaTh ceOs OCMOTPETh. A 3TO MHE KaKeTCs MpaK-



TUYECKU TAKUM K€ HE PeasbHbIM.

— W gro mue Teneps nenats? Ipocro xpars? Tel ke npekpac-
HO MOHMMaelllb, YeM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 9TO 3akoHuMTCA. O, Bo-
xe! [lake He xouy aymaTh 00 3ToM. — MapuHa BCTpsIXHYJIa TO-
JIOBOM, TaK, KaKk OyATO 3TO MOIJIO €f 4YeM-TO TIOMOYb, U TSIKEIO
OITyCTWJIACh HA CTYJI, PAAOM C AJIEKCEEM.

— PaHo nnm no3gHo, 310 BCe paBHO cityuntcs, Mapuna. U Tb
JOJKHA OBITh K 9TOMY rotoBa. CKoMbKO el yxe jet? Hackonbko
s 3HAIO, OHA YK€ U TaK Mepekuia BCEX CBOUX CBEPCTHUKOB.

—Ilepecranb! — BRIKpUKHYJIA )KEHILMHA, U TYT ke CHUKJIA. OHa
NOHUMAaJIa, 4To AJIeKCel MpaB, HO K TAKOMY ITPOCTO HE BO3MOX-
HO OBbITh TOTOBBIM, KaK Obl Thl HE TOHUMAJI, YTO CMEPTh HEM30exk-
Ha.

— V3BuHu. $1 He nomkeH ObUT OO STOM TOBOPHUTH, — TEpe-
npocu Asiekcell, MOHNMasi, 9TO TO, YTO OH CKa3aJ, ObLIO JIUIII-
HUM. — CMOTpH, — IONPOOOBAJT OH MEPEKITIOYUTHLCS C HETIPUSIT-
HOW MM OOOMM TEeMBI IJIsi pa3roBOpa, — TBOW T'OCTh YK€ TIOKY-
1. — AJIEKCEN MOJHSII € MoJa KOTa, KOTOPBIM, HAEBIIUCh, Ha-
MaTbhIBaJI BO3JIE HUX KPYTH.

— Hy, uro 51 3a yenoBek Takou. f ke gaxe He MpeJIoKuIIa Te-
6e koe. — I MapuHa MmoacKoumia co CTy/JIbUrKa, HampaBJissich
K ra3oBoy rumre. OHa yXe He cTaja CIpalmBarh, Oyaer AJek-
cell ero MUTh WK HET, a MOJTUa HAJIMJIA JIBE YaIlIKU.

— Cnacuo, — ckazan AJiekceil, 3ak1Masi B pyKax HaIluTOK. —
B takyio norogy ropstunii kode Kak pa3 To, YTO Hafo. — MapuHa
MoJTya KMBHYJIA B OTBET, JieJlasi IJIOTOK.



— Thl men, a s MoKy Ha YIUIly, MOCMOTPIO Kyda JAesach
ba, — ckazana oHa, IOCTAaBUB eIlle MPAKTUUYECKH MOJTHYIO YalIKy
Ha ctoil. Ha aToT pas, Monua KuBHYJ AJleKcel.

MapuHa BbIIIUIA HA YIUIY, U XOJOIHBIA BeTep cpasy ke 3a-
CTaBWJI €€ 3aMaxHyTh KypPTOUKY MOIUIOTHEe.

— Hy u mep3kas norona, — npoOypyaia oHa ceOe 1moj HoC. —
ba — a! — kpukHyna MapuHa, ocMarpuBasich o croponam. Ona
He MorJ1a ceOe Mpe/ICTaBUTh, Ky/Ja CTapyXa MOIJIa IOWTH B TaKylo
norogy. CHavana MapuHa nogymasa, 4yTo Ta pelniia poBeAaTh
co0aKy, KOTOPBIM K HEl HeJaBHO MPUOWICS, HO capail ObLT 3a-
KPBIT CHapyXxHu. Bosbllie 1eBaThbCcsi B OTHOCUTEIBHO HEOOJIBIIIOM
aBope ObUIO Hekyaa. Pa3Be uTo oHa pemia mporyJsThCs B ca-
Iy 32 JOMOM, HO 3TO BpsiJ . HecMoTpst Ha CBOIO yBEpEHHOCTD,
4TO CTApyXW TaM HeT, MapuHa Bce ke penmia 0OOWTH AOM BO-
Kpyr. OHa HexXoTsl CTynuIja 3a Mmpeaes Mnopora, ¥ HalpaBUIaCh
K KaJIUTKe, KOTopasi BeJsia B Cajl.

Crapsle 1epeBbsi, OKpPYXaloIIUe JJOM, JaBHO COPOCHIIN CBOIO
ucTBy. VX M3MydeHHbIe BeTBU ObUTH TIOKPBITHI 3€JIEHHOM TLIe-
CEeHbI0 ¥ TpuOKOM. OHH YTO-TO IIIENTAJIN IOJ] HATUCKOM BeTpa.
MapuHe Ka3ajiock, YTO OHU XOTSAT € 0 YeM-TO cKazaTb. [lepeBbs
Kak OyJITO IJIaKaJIi ¥ CTOHAJIU, TIPOTSATUBAsI K HEW CBOM KOJTI0UHE
Y XOJIOJHbIEe PYKU. JKeHIMHA OTCTynuIa Ha3al, Omke K JoMYy.
Omna 6blJ1a HEMHOTO B LIIOKE OT TOTrO, B KAKOM COCTOSIHUU ceilvac
Haxonauics cajl. Y Hero ObUl TakoW B, Kak OyaTo Obl 32 HUM
HUKTO HE yXaXWBaJl YK€ MHOTO JIET, & Bellb 3TO ObUIO HE TaK.
OpuH pa3 B rog MapuHa Bce BpeMs 3aHMMAJIach IPOYUCTKON



nepeBbeB. benmna nx u oOkanbiBaia. M 3ta BecHa Oblia He MC-
kimoueHrneM. OHa He MOIJIa TTOBEPUTh, UTO 32 KAKUX-TO TOJ ro-
Ja caj MOT MPUOOPECTH TaKOU BUJ. DTO ObUIO OYEHb CTPAHHO,
Y CTpaIllHO OAHOBpeMeHHO. MapuHa yxe mnoHsiia, uyto ba 31ech
HET, ¥ OHA MOCHEelNIa TOKUHYTh 9TO KYTKOE MECTO.

Anekceit cuaen 3a croyioM, gonuBasi Kode. OH ObUT Tak Mo-
IJIOIIEH CBOMMU MBICJISIMM, YTO HE YCIHbIIAI, Kak MapuHa BO-
111712 B JIOM.

— Ee nurze Her! — cka3asa KeHIIMHA, KaK TOJIBKO IEPECTY-
nwia nopor. — U rae MHe ee uckaTh? — CIpoCHia OHA, IIPUCEB
Ha CTYyJIe.

— 41 nymaio ¢ Hell Bce B Mopsifike, — OTBETHI AJiekcell. — bpo-
JIWT T7ie-HUOYIb BO JIBOPE.

— B TOoM TO U z€710, YTO BO ABOpE €€ TOUHO HET, — B rojoce
’KEHIIUHBI CTIBINATIOCH OTYasiHue. — [laxe He mpeacTaBsio, Kyaa
OHa MOIJIa IMOMTHU B TAKOM BHUJIE.

— He BonHytics1, Halmx cocezied TakuM 3peJUILEM He UCITyTa-
emtb. OHU yKe HaBEpHsIKA MPUBBIKJIM K €€ CTPAHHOCTSIM, — ITbI-
TJICS YCIIOKOUTD €€ AJIEKCEM.

— MHe 6e3pa3nuyHo, KTO U 4TO O Hel nogymaert. [leno Benb
He B 3ToM. OHa coBceM paszzaerasd. A BAPYr npoctyaurbes? Yro
s TorJa ¢ Heyl Oymy jenath?

— Hy, ecnu xo4els, MOKeM MOWTH BMECTE U MOUCKATh ee? —
MPEIIOKIIT MYKUMHA.

— MHe Tak He ynoOHO niepe/ To0oM, — U3BUHWIACh MapuHa. —
MBbI He BUJIETIICh CTOJTBKO JIET, ¥ 1 BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTD



TeOs1, KaK Thl XKW BCE TU TOMbI, Cpady CBAIWIA HA TeOs Kyuy
CBOMX MPOOJIEM.

— Ma, nagno tede .... Bce HOpManbHO. — AJleKcelt IPOTSHYI
PYKy, U notep MapuHny no mieuy. — Bee Oyaet xoportio.

— Cnacu6o.

— 3a uyTo cnacn6o? MHe HpaBUTHCS IPOBOOUTH C TOOOW Bpe-
Ms1. MHe HpaBUThCS TeOs ciymarh. A KOria s CHXKy BOT Tak
y Te0s1 JoMa, TO MHE BOOOILe HAUMHAET Ka3aTbCs, YTO 51 HUKY/IA
U He yxoauJ ot ciofa. Kak Oyaro atoro necstka jer v He ObUIo.

— Ha, — cornmacunace MapuHa. — Y MeHs TOXKE BO3HUKJIO Ta-
koe ke 4yyBcTBO. Ho, (pakt ocraerca paktom. Mbl yxke JaBHO
He Te MOJIofIble BITI0OIEHHbIE 1 O€3r0JIOBbIE IETH, KOTOPBIMU Obl-
U pasblie. KU3Hb BHECIA CBOM KOPPEKTHUBbI, HPABUThCSA HaM
39TO, WA HET.

— Twl Tak roBopuilb, Kak OyATO MBI yke cTapibl. JIMUHO s
YyBCTBYIO Ce0s1 ellle OYeHb JJake MOJIOIbIM, — CHOBA HOMbITAJICS
OTUIYTUTbCS OT CEPLE3HOTO pa3roBopa Asnekceil. Bnpouem, Ma-
pYHA yKe TPUBBHIKJIA K 3TOMY. Benb oH Bcerga Obut Takum. OH
BCEI/a BCE NMEPEBOAWT B MIYTKY. M, MOXET, 3TO U CTalo OJHOU
U3 IIPUYKH, 110 KOTOPbIM OHU PAaCCTaJIUCh.

— Ilepectanb. Thl IpEKPACHO MOHUMAEITh, O YEM 51 TOBOPIO, —
nepedmia ero Mapuna. — Xots, B 00I1eM, 3TO yke He BaXHO.

— Jla, s MOHMMAIO, YTO YKe JABHO CTaJ JJIs TeOs1 He BAXKHBIM, —
oTBeTUJ1 AJleKcell yxke cepbe3HbIM, Oe3 Karli HaCMElIKH, IoJo-
COM.

— Anema. Mbl yke JaBHO APYT AJis Ipyra CTalyd HE BaKHbI-



MU, — OTIapupoBajia eMy MapuHa, XOTsl cama OHa B 9TO HE Be-
puna. Takue 9yBCcTBa, Kak ObLIM y HUX C AJIeKCeeM, ITPOCTO TaK
He mpoxoAAT. OHU OcTalTCs Ha BCIO Ku3Hb. [IycTh Tae-TO IiTy-
OOKO BHYTpH, 3a JIeCSITKaMH pyOIIOB, KOTOpble OHM Tociie cebs
OCTaBWJIM, HO OHU BCE K€ €CTb.

— 41 OBl He cTai AeaTh TAKUX 3asIBIICHUN, — HE COTJIACHIICS
AJlekceil, KOTOpBI B OTJIMure 0T MapuHbl He coOupasicss ooMa-
HBIBaTh HU CaMOro ceOs1, HU ee, MO MOBOY CBOMX YyBCTB.

— Ilpekparu. [JaBaii cmenum Temy. [lo-mMoemy, Mbl TOBOpUM
HE O YEM.

AJiekcen XO0TeJl CHOBa MOCIOPUTh, HO HE CTaJl 3TOro AeJIaTh.
OH noHsJ1, YTO ceryac MPOCTO HE BPeMs [IJ1s1 TAKOTO pa3roBopa.

— Xopormo. S Toraa noiay, MOKypro. A Thl TTOKa AONMUBaN KO-
(be, — ckazai OH TaKUM roJa0coM, KOTOporo MapuHa ere He 3Ha-
na. B HeM He ObUIO M HaMEKa Ha TOrO MaJIBUHUIIKY, KAKUM OH
panbiiie Obu1. C HEll TOBOPHIT CEPbE3HBIN MY:KUMHA, YYBCTBA KO-
TOpOTO ceituac ObuTH 3a/1eThl. — S Oymy K aaTh TeOs1 M KOTa Ha YJIH-
e Bo3Jie MamrHbl. CHavasaa Mbl OMIIEM TBOIO ba, a morom ot-
MpaBUMCS Ha MMOMCKHU XO3sIMHA TOr0 Kpacaslla, — cKazajl AJiek-
ceil, HaKJIOHMBUIVCh U MOIVIAANUB MPU 3TOM KUBOTHOE, U, HE J10-
Kuaascb MapuHMHOTO OTBETa, OTHPABUIICS HA YIIHUILY.

MapuHa, OBICTPO TJIOTasl yKe XOJIOAHBIA Kode, CTaja PhITh-
Csl MO TOJIOYKaM B MOMCKAX XOTh KaKOro-HUOYb JHcTa Oyma-
ru. Haiing crapyio noxenTeBUIyIO TETPagKy, OHA pa3BepHYJa
€e W CTaja IapanaTth OOJJOMKOM KapaHjallia, KOTOPBIH Hallia
TaMm e, 3anucky st ba. Mapuna pemmnia, 4to €ciid OHU BIPYT



Pa3MHMHYTBCS, TO Ta, BO BCSIKOM Cilydae, Oy/lIeT 3HaTh, Ky/la OHa
JeJ1ach.

— Tol yezxaenb? — MapuHa BCTpereHy1ach, YCIbIaB 3HAKO-
MbIi MeTajuinueckui rojoc ba. IloBepHyBIIMCh, OHa yBUAENA,
YTO CTapyIlIKa CTOUT MPAKTUYECKH y HEe 3a CIIMHOM.

— ba! Kak 1o 310 fmemaents? Thl Tak TMXO XOOUIIb, YTO MEHSI
KOTJa-HUOY/Ib XBAaTUT yAap! — CKa3aia OHa, B3JOXHYB IPH STOM
¢ obJeryeHeM.

— He npeyBenuuuBaii, — oTBETHIIA CTapyXa, BCE TaK e XOJIO/I-
HO. — $I He BUHOBaTa, YTO THl HE BUIUIID JAJbIIE CBOEIO HOCA.
Bce TBOM npoGiemMsbl OT 3TOro.

— ba, tenepr npeyBennumBaeiib Thl. I ¢ MOUM 3peHueEM,
¥ C MOMM HOCOM BCE B MOPSIJIKE.

— Kak e, kak ke, — mpoOopMoTana crapyxa, HalpaBJssICh
K CBOEMY JIIOOMMOMY Kpecy.

— 4 xotena cipocuts TebOs1, — MaprHa HeyBepeHHO 3ajaJia BO-
npoc ba, — Tl ce0s1 Kak 4yBCTBYeIlIb?

— Co MHOI1 Bce B opsiake. Mokellb exath, KyJa coOMpanach.

— A, OTKyJa Tbl 3Haelllb, YTO 5 Ky[1a-T0 coOpanach? — ClIpOCH-
Jna MapuHa, HO B oTBeT ba mpocto nocMorpena Ha Hee CBOMM
MIPOH3UTEJILHBIM B3[JISIOM, U OHA TMOHsLIa, YTO OTBETA BCE PaB-
HO He nonyuuT. — Hy, nmagno. Ecimu ¢ ToOo# Bce B mopsiike, TO
g noefy. S mocraparock JONro HE 3a1€pAKUBATHCSA, a 3A0/HO 3a-
elly B Mara3uH u KyIuno cebe cBexxux npoayktoB. — Ho Bce Ma-
PUHUHBI cTapaHus ObuH 3psi. ba mo-npexxHeMy He coOupaach
en orBevyarb. OHa cena B Kpecyo, M B3sUJIach 32 CBOE CTPAHHOE



BsI3aHMUE.

MapurHa nogHsijla KOTa Ha PyKH, U BbIIIUIA HA YJIUILY.

— Ilopa exarb, UCKaTh TBOM JOM, — CKa3ajla OHA )KUBOTHOMY,
KOTOpOE Tepiiock O ee Irpylap. — He nmonnmmuseiBaiicsa. Mue, eciu
YEeCTHO, TOKE He XOUeTCsl ¢ TOOOH paccTaBaThCsl, HO T/Ie-TO TaM
TeOs JKJIET TBOSI XO3sIKA WJIM XO351H, KOTOPBII HABEPHSIKA TOXKE
OYeHb MO TeOe COCKYUMIICS.

MapuHa nogonuia K MalivHe, U yBUENa, 4T0 AJIeKces: HU-
7€ HeT.

— Astemia! — no3Basia OHa, HO €i HUKTO He oTBeTh1. — CTpaH-
HO. Moxer, obupesncs, u neperymMan HaM mnomorarb? — oOpa-
tiinach Mapuna k koty. — Hy, yto k. Ecinu Tak, T0 npunercs
HaMm exath caMuM. — CIJIIOTHYB KOM OOUM/IbI, KOTOPBIT TTPeAaTesib-
CKHM MOACTYNWI K ee ropiy, Mapuna cena B MamuHy. Berpeua
¢ AJIeNIKOU CHJIBHO B3BOJIHOBaJIa ee. OHa 3acTaBUila €€ BCIIOM-
HUTb TO, YTO MapuHa crapasnach 3a0bITh Bce 3T rofsl. Ha To,
9TOOBI BBIYEPKHYTh ITOTO MYXKUMHY U3 CBOEW KU3HU, €l TIOHa-
JOOUIIOCh OOJIBITIE IECSATH JIET, ¥ TeTlephb, KOTJla OHA MpaKTHUe-
CKH INepecTasa ero BCIIOMUHATh, OH CHOBA IMOSIBWICA B €€ JKU3-
HU. MapuHa noka He 3HaJja, Kak Ha 3TO pearupoBarh, U YTO €l
JiefiaTh ceivac, KOorjaa OH CHOBA KyJa-ToO JIEJICS: Orop4aThCs WK
panoBatbes. Llenbiii MOTOK TaBHO 3a0BITHIX YYBCTB HAKPHIBAJ €
C TOJIOBOM.



I'naBa 6

MapuHa cena B MallliHy ¥ TUXO pyLIWJIA, IOBOpauuBas pyJib,
4TOOBI pa3BepHyThcs. MecTa Ha y3Koil Jopore ObUIo Majio, To-
3TOMY €l IPUIIIOCH ClIeJIaTh HECKOJIBKO MAHEBPOB BIIEPE/] U Ha-
3a]], TIOKa OHA CTajla B HY’KHOM el HaripaBieHun. OKoHYaTe b-
HO BBIpaBHUBas MalllvHy, MapyrHa B 0uepeHO| pa3 ocMOTpena
B 3€pKaJIO 3a/IHETO BUJA.

— ToI yTO, pemmia oT MeHs cOexaTb?

OT HeoxuaaHHOCTH, MaprHa NMOANPHITHY/IA Ha CUJICHBE.

— Jlema! — Crnerka 3a/ipIxasich OT U30bITKA BO3/yXa, OHA IO-
CMOTpeJIa Ha yipiourBoe o Anekcesi. OH CTOsIT BO3JIEe Malllu-
HbI, C €€ CTOPOHBI, [TOJIOKUB PYKY Ha OIYLIEHHOE CTEKJIO JIBEp-
bl — S mpocTo penia, 4To Thl epeayMal U yuies.

— Ilepenyman uro? IlokaraTbcs Ha XOpOLIEW MALIMHE C LIM-
KapHo# xeHIMHONU ? — OH XMBIKHYJ1. — He cmemm mens. Jlyuyie
nepecsib Ha MacCcakMpPCKoe MecTo M pacciadbes. A 00 ocTab-
HOM, MOJYMAIO 5.

— Okeit! — orBeTriia Mapuna. OHa Oblla paja, 4To OH Bce-
Taku BepHyJics. [ToiimaB ce0st Ha 3TOM MbICTH, MaprHa yXMbLIb-
HYJIaCh.

— 41 Bugen, TBos 6a0yns Haimtack. C Hell Bce B mopsijike? —
crpocui1 AJienika.

— Iloxoxe, 1a, ecM MOKHO TaK CKa3aTb O €€ HbIHELTHEM CO-
CTOSIHUU.



— 3HauuT, MBI IPSIMUKOM €eM TyJa, IJie Thl Halluia Kota? —
cripocuit AJieKceid, yxke cajsich 3a pyJib aBToMoOwMIIsE. MapuHa mie-
pecesia Ha MacCakMpCKOe MeCTo, He BbIXOsl Ha yauily. OHa npo-
CTO Tiepesie3nia ¢ OHOro cuaeHus Ha npyroe. C ee HEOObIIUM
POCTOM, 3TO HE COCTABUJIO OrpOMHOro Tpyna. [IponensiBas sTot
MaHEBP, KEHIIMHE [T0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA YK€ ThICAUY pa3 Tak Je-
Jlana, HO 3To ObUIo MckJoYeHo. OHa B3sj1a KOTa Ha PyKH, CHO-
Ba BCIIOMMHASI CETOIHSAIIHUI CTPaHHbII COH. OH MO-MpeKHEMY
He JaBaJl el mokosi. He pa3BeuBasics, cpen OKpy:KaBIlIeH ee pe-
AJIHOCTH, KaK 9TO OOBIYHO OBIBAET.

— la, MOxeM exarb, — OTBeTiIa MapuHa, CHOBA CTapasich Bbl-
OpOCHUTD U3 TOJIOBBI HAXJILIHYBIIIEE HA Hee HaBaXICHUE.

MaiiHa 1iaBHO pyIInJIa, OCTaBJIsAsA 3a cOOOU TITyOOKHUH ciel
Ha jopore. AJieKcell yBepeHHO YITPaBJIsiii aBTOMOOMIIEM, TaK, KaK
Oy/ITO OH JiesIall 3TO KasK/Abli 1eHb. MaprHa cujiena v ¢ HECKpbl-
BAEMbIM JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM HaOI0/1a/1a 32 MYKUMHOM.
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